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‘ TTcarj Tiiiiul o’ (.-akos ami brithor St-nts, 

Friit* MaidiMikirk to Jolnniy (i mat’s, 

Tf thorn’s a hole iii a* youv ooats, 

T rotlo yit tent it ; 

A oliiel’s amang 3*011 takiii’ notes, 

All* iailli he’]] prrnt it!’ — llrRNS. 


* A/wra bieiij dijo el flara : fraedmCy senor hueftpedf otiiicsos lihs'Ofi, qnc 
loji ijaiero ver, i^ue. me place, reapondi'* el; .*/ entrundo vn. sit, (tpoaenio, 
Mxcb del vna vuilefilla viefa cecrtala con nmt Cfidenilla, y ohricndnla. 
hallo en ella ires llljros yrandes y unos jrtapeles de hue?* a Ivfra 

escrifos de mano/ — Don Quixote, Parte f. C'apitnlo S2, 




Seroeant More M^Alpw during hU 
veaidciK'c aviumj us, ouf of thr most honoured 
inhabilftnfs of (iaudereJeugh. No one thought of 
disputing his title to the grad leafheru eJuxir ou 
the '‘cosiest side of the ehinineyf in the common 
room of the WdHace JrmSy ou a Saturday even- 
ing, No less would our se.rfon, John JJuinvard, 
have hold it an unlicensed intrusion, to sujfcr any 
one to hut act himself into the corner of the left- 
hand pew nmrest to the puTpit^ which the Sergeant 
regularly occupied on Sundays. There he sat, 
his blue invalid uniform brushed with the 
most scru}h(lous accuracy. Two medals of merit 
displayed at his b\Uton-hoh\ as well as the 
empfl/ sleeve which should hare been occupied by 
his right arm, bo/r evidence of his hoj'd and 
honourable service, Jlis weather-beaten feat imis, 
grey hair tied in a thiu (lucmc in the military 
fashion of former days^ and the right side of his 
head a little turned up, the better to catch the 
stnitui of the clergymans voice, were all marks of 
his profession and infirmities, Jteskle him sat 
his sister Janetj a little neat old woman, wdh a 
Highland cureh and tartan plaid, watching the 
very loo^s cf her brother, to her the greatest man 
^ipon earffl, and (fttivcly looking out for him, in 
his silver -clasped^ Bible, the tcHs which the 
minister quoted or e.r pounded. 

I believe it was the respect that was uniirrsally 
paid to this worthy veteran by all ranks in Gander- 
eleiigh, which induced him to choose our village 
for his residence, for such was by no means his 
origintil intention. 

He hrn risen to the 7^ank of sergeant-major of 
firtiUcrif by hard service in varwus quarters of 
the wortd,^ind was reckoned one of the most tried 
and trusty men of the Scotch Train, A ball, 
which shattered his arm in a Peninsular cam- 
paimi, at length procured him am. honourable 
d charge, with an allowance from Chelsea, and 


a- hayxdsome gratuity from the patriotic fund. 
Moreover, Sergeant Mare At pin had been 

p7''ud.ent as well as valiant ; and, from p7'ize- 
moneyand savings, hut heeiyme ymister of a small 
sum in the three per cent, consols.* 

He retired with the purpose of enjoying this 
income in the wild Highhmd glen in which, when 
a Iwy, he had herded black eaiile a7ul goats, ere 
the nil of the drum had made him cock his bonnet 
an inch higher, and foUoxv its imsicfor nearly 
forty years. To his recollection, (his 7'efired S 2 )ot 
7ms unparalleled in beauty by the richest scenes he 
imd visited in Ins wanderings. Even the Happy 
ralley of Basselas would have sunk into nothmg 
upon the comparison. He came — he revisited the 
loved .scene ; it wa^ but a sterile glen, surroumied 
7uith rude crags, and traversed by a northern 
torrent. This was not the worst. The fire^ had 
been quenched upon thirty hearths — of the cottage. 
(>f his fathers he could but distinguish a few 7mde 
stones— the language 7ms almost eAhiguished — 
the ancient rave from 7ohich he boasted h is dcseeyd 
had found a refuge beyond the Atlantic, One 
Southland fanner, three grey-idaided shepherds, 
ami six dogs, 7ww tenanted the ichole glen, 7vhich 
in his youth had ynainlamcd in content, if not in 
com2)€tcnce, 7ipn'nrd$ of two h7(ndred inhabita7its. 

Hi the house of the neiv tcna7it SergcMt M^A Ipin 
found, hou'cr>er, an iinexpeeled source of pleasure, 
and a 7neans of c7nploying his social affections. 
His sister Janet had fortimafely entertained so 
strong a 2>ersHasio'n that her brother 7V0uld one 
dayivturn, that she had refused to accompany her 
kinsfolk ujmi their emigration. Nay, she had 
eomenled, though not uHthout a feeling of degrada- 
tion, to fake, svrviee 7aith the intruding Lowlandcr, 
xnho, though a Saxon, she said, had proved a ki7Ul 
man to her. This un€4>pec(ed meeting with his 

* Note A. Captain D.-ilgetty of Prestonpans. 


[This novel, preceded by the Bride of Bammennoor, forms one of the two ‘ Tales of My Landlord,’ Third Series.] 
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INTRODUCTION (iSjoj. 


The Legend of Montrose was written chiefly 
with a vieto to place before the reader the melan- 
choly fate of John Lord Kllpoid^ eldest son of 
William J^rl of Airth and MenteUh, and the 
singular cirmimtances attending the birth aiui 
history qf James Stewart of Ardvoirlichy by whose 
hand the unfortunate Tioblejnan fdl, 

Owr subject leads us to talk of deadly feudsy 
and we must begin with one still more undent 
than that to whieh our story relates. During the 
reign of James IK a great feml between the 
powerful families of Drummond and Murray 
^divided Perthshire, The fornuty being the most 
numerous and powerfuly cooped up eight score Of 
the Murrays in th^ kirk of Monivairdy and set 
fire to it. The wives and the children of the 
illfaJt^d meiiy who had a.lso found sheltcx in the 
churchy perished by the same conflagration. One 
many named David Murray, escaped by the 
humanity of me of the Dnmmo^idSy %vho received 
him in his arms as he leaped from amongst the 
flames. As King Jaims JV, ruled with more 
activity than most of his predecessorsy this cruel 
deed was severely revenged, and several of the 
perpetrators were behnaded at Stirling, In cou- 
sequence of the prosecution against his clan, tlie 
Drummond by whose assistance David Murray 
hsd escaped, fled to Ireland, until, by means of 
the person whose life he had saved, he was per- 
mitted to return to Scotland, where he and his 
deseendanis were distinguished by the name of 
Drummond Eirinich, or Eimoch, (hat is, Drum- 
mond of Ireland; and the same title was bestowed 
on thdr estate. 

The Drvmmond-Ernoch of James the Sixth's 
time was a king's forester in the foresc of Glen- 
artiiey, and chanced to be employed there in 
search of venison about the year 1588, or early in 
1589, This forest was adjacent to the chief haunts 
of the MaeOiegors, or apaHieular race of (Item, 
known by the title of M^Eagh, or Children of 
the Mist, They comidered the forester's hunting 
in their vicinity as an aggression, or perhaps 
they had him at feud, for the apprehension or 
slaughter of some of thdr own name, or far some 
sm/^r reason. This Iribe of MacGregors were 
, putlauted and persecuted, as the reader may see 
'^■in the Appendix to Rob Roy ; and every man's 
hapdj^^ against tlwm, their hand was^ of course 
«y||pa against every man. In short, they mr- 
and slew Druimnotid-Ernoch, cut off his 
and carried it with them, wrapped in the 
fcom^ of one ef thdr plaids, 

Ip^m fuIl mUtatiofii qf vengeance, they stopped 
€d theflam (ffArdvoirliih and dtmamdfd 


ment, %chich the lady, a sister of t}\£ murdered 
Drummond-Ernoeh (her husband hmng absent), 
was afraid or unwilling to refuse. She caused 
bread and cheese to be placed before them, and 
gave directions for more substantial refreshments 
to he prepared. While she was absent with this 
hospitable intention, the barbarians placed the 
hcad(£t^iijktr heather on the table, filling the mouth 
with bread and cheese, and bidding him eat, for 
many a nurry meal he had eaten in that house. 
The poor woman returning and beholding this 
dreadful sight, shrieked aloud, and fled into the 
uwods, where, as dcscrihcAl in the romance, she 
roamed a raving maniac, and for so^ne time 
secreted herself jfrom all living society. Some 
remaining instinctive feeling brought her at length 
to steAl a glance from a distance at the maidens 
while they milked the cows, which being observed, 
her husband, Ardvoirlkh, had her conveyed hack 
to her home, and detained her there till she gave 
birth to a child, of whom she had been pregnant ; 
after which she was Jbserved gradually to recover 
her mental faculties. 

Meanwhile the outlaws had earned to the 
utmost their insults against the regal* authority, 
which indeed, as exercised, they had little reason 
for rcs])€eting. They bore ths same bloody tr^liy, 
which they had so savagely exhibited to the lady 
of Ardvoirlich, into the old church of Balquhidder, 
nearly in the centre of their country, where Ac 
Laird of MacGregor and all his clan, being con- 
vened for the purpose, faid their hands successively 
on the dead man's head, and swore, in heathenish 
and barbarous numner, to defend the author of the 
deed. This fierce and vind i ctive cotnbination gave 
the A\tthof'$ late and lamented friend. Sir Alex- 
ander Boswell, Bart,, subject for a spvi^M poem, 
entitled ‘ Clan-Alpin's Vow* ^'hkh was printed^ 
but not, I believe, published, in 1811,* 

The/fact is ascertained by a proclamation from 
the Frivy Co^uncil, dated J^th February 1589, 
directing letters of fire and sword oflainst ths 
MacGregors, t This fearful commission was exe- 
cuted with uncommon fury. The late excellent 
John Buchanan of Cambusmore showed the Author 
some correspondence between his a/mestor, the Laird 
of Buchanan, and Lord Drummond, cLOOUt meep- 
ing certain valleys with their followers, on a fixed 
time and rendezvous, and * taking sv^ revenge 
for the death of their cousin, DrmiTnoSd-Ernock,' 
In spite of all, hovmer, that emU he dans, the 
deviked tribe of MaxGregor stUl bred up smrdnws 

* See Appendix Hp. I. p. fts* 

t See Appendix Nia, II« p, 85. 
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to msiaim, to ijMct mw cruelties arul in- 
juries.* ^ y 

Meanwhile ytmvg mnm Stewart of Ardmirlich 
gftm up to manhocM^ uucoyMnmly tall, strong, 
and active, with such power in the grasp of his 
hftnd, dn^timla/r, as could force the blood from 
henecUh the nails of the persom who contended 
wUh him in this feed of strength. His temper 
was moody, fierce, and irascible; yet he mnM 
have had some ostensible mod qwilUies, as he teas 
grmtly beloved by Lord Kilp^, the eldest son of 
tJts Earl <f Airth and MenUUh. 

This gallavU young nobleman joined Montrose 
in the settjgff up his standard in 1044, just before 
the decisive baUU at Tippermuir, on the first 
September in that year. At that time Stewart of 
Ardvoirlich shared the confidence of the young 
lord by day, and his bed by night, when, about 
four or five days after the battle, Ardvoirlich, 
cither from a fit of sudden fury, or deep malice 
long entertained a^gainst his unsuspecting friend, 
staibed Lord Kilpont to the heart, and es^ped 
from the camp of Montrose, having kille(f^Wmincl 
v>ho attempted to detain him. Bishop Wishart 
gives as a reason for this villanous action, that 
Lord Kilpont had rejected with abhorrence a pro- 
posal of ^rdvoirlich to assassinate Montrose, But 
it does not appear that there is any authority for 
this charge, which rests on mere suspicion. Ard- 
voirlieh, the assassin, certainly did fly to the 
Oovenaiders, and was employed and promoted by 
them. He obtained a pardon for the slaughter of 
Lord Kilpont. , confirmed by Parliament in 1644t 
and was vmle major of Argylc's regiment in 
t648. Such are the facts of the tale here given as 
a Legend of Montrosds wavs. The reader will 
find they arc considerably altered in the fictitious 
narrative. 

Ths Author has etideavoured to enliven the 
tragedy of the tale, by ins iittroduciion of a person- 
age proper to the time and country. In this he 
has ocen held by excellent j'udgcs to have been in 
smm degree successful. The contempt of commerce 
ci^tertained by young me7h having some pretence to 
gintility, the poverty of the country of Scotland, 
the national disposition 4p wandering andj to 
adventure, all conduced to lead the Scots abroad 
into the military service of cou7\tries which were 
at war with each other. They were distinguished 
on the Continent by their bravery ; but in adopting 
the trad^ of mercenary soldiers, they rtecessarily 
injured iMir national character. Ths tincture of 
beaming, which nuM of thsm possessed, degenerated 
into pedantry ; tJmr good heeding became mere 
ceremonial; their fear of dishonour 710 longer 
kept them aloof from that which was really 
unworthy, but was made to depend on certain 
punctilious observances totally apart from that 
which was in itself deserving of praise. A 

embrace the opportunity given me by a second 
mention of this tribe, to notice an error which imputes to 
an individual named Ciar Mhor MacGimgor the slaughter 
of the students at the battle of Glenfruin. 1 am informed 
from the aul^iority of John Gregorson, Esq., that the chief- 
so namw was dead nearly a century before the battle 
in questioiii and could not, therefore, have done the cru^ 
act^ mentioned. The mistake does not rest with me, as 
1 djjiclauned being responsible for the tradition while I 
qa<^ it, but with vulgar fame, Whidi Is always disposed 
to ascribe remarkable aq^ns to a remarkable name.»See 
the mroneous passage, Kob Roy, Amwndix, p. 693 « and 
fo soft sleep the offended phantom of Dugald Ciar Mhor. 


cavalier of honour, in search of his fortune; ' 
might, for eomnple,^^ change his service as he 
wwdd his shirt ; fight, like the doughty Captain 
Dalgetty, in one cause after another, wiLhond 
regard to the justice of the quarrel, and might 
plunder ths peasantry subjected to him by the fate 
of war, with the most unrelenting rapacity ; but 
he must beware hou) he sustained the slightest 
reproach, even from a clergyman, if it had regard 
to neglect on the score of duty. The follomrg 
occurrence will prom the truth of what I mean : — 

Here I must not Jorget the memory of our preacher. 
Master William Forhesse, a preacher for soulaUrs, y CO, 
and a captait^ in tteede to Uade souldiers on a good 
occasion^ oeing full of courage, with discretion and gopd 
conduct, beyo^ some capiaines I have knowne, that were 
not so capable as he. At this time he not onely prayed 
for us, but went on with us, to remarke, as I thinke, 
metis carriage; and having found a sergeant neglecting 
his dutie anti his honour at such a time (whose name I 
will not expresse), having chidden him, did promise to 
rerjeale him unto me, as he did after their service. The 
sergeant being called before me, and accused, did deny his 
accusation, alleaging, if he were no pastour that had 
alUaged it, he would not lie under the injury. The 
preacher offered to fight with him [in proofs that it was 
truth he had spoken of him; whereupon I cashiered the 
sergeant, and gave his place to a worthier, called Mongo 
Gray, a gentleman of good worth, and of much courage. 
The sergeant being cashiered, never called Mastn^ 
William to account, for which he ivas evill thought offl 
so that he retired home, and quit the warres ’ (p. js). 

The above quotation is taken from a work which 
the Author repeatedly consulted while composing 
the following sheets, and which is in greed ^masure 
written in the humour of Captain Ihigald Dalgetty. 
It bears the following foimidahlc title : — 

* Monko his Exf edition with the worthy Scots Regi- 
ment, called MacKeyds Regiment, levied in A ugust tbsb, 
by Sir Donald MacKey Lord Rhees, Colonel, for his 
Majestids service of Denmark, and reduced after the 
battaile of Nerling to one Company, in September rOjp, 
at Wormes, in the Paltz : Discharged in scverall duties 
and obsemfations of service, first, uMer the magyumimous 
KingofDenmark,during his warres against iheEmperour; 
afterward under the invincible King oj Sweden, during 
his Majesiids Ifctime; and since, under ike Directour- 
Generall, the Rex -Chancellor Oxensteme, and his 
Generalls: Collected and gathered together at spare 
hours, by Colonell Robert Monro, as First Lieveienant 
under the said Regiment, to the noble and worthy Captain 
Thomas MacKcnyee of Kildon, brother to the noble Lord, 
the Lord Earle of Scafort, for the use of all worthie 
Castaliers favouring the laudable profession ofarmes. To 
which is annexed, the Abridgement of Exercise, and 
divers praxticall Observations, for the Vounger Offeer 
his consideration ; ending with the Souldier's Meditations 
ingoing on Scrince.' — London, i6s7, folio. 

AnotJycr worthy of the same school, and nearly 
the same views of the military character^ is Sir 
James Turner, a soldier of fortune, who rose to 
C4)nsiderahlc rank in the reign of Charts IL, 
had a co^nmand m Ghtlloway and Dunfriesskirc 
for the suppression of cmiventicles, amd was made 
prisoner by tM insurgent Covenmters in tked ris- 
ing which was followed by the battle of Pentland. 

\ Sir James is a person even of superior pretensions 
to IdeutenaTit-Colonel Monro, having rvriUen a 
military TreaJtise on the Pike Exercise, called 
* Pallets Armaial Moreover, he wols educaUd at 
Olasgow College, though he escaped to become an 
onsign in the Germa/n wars, instead of tafiimg Msr 
degree of Master of Arts at that teamed seminal . 

In latter times, he was author of several dis- 
courses on historical and lUerary subjects, from 
which the Bannatyne Cluib have eostracted awl- 
printed suoh passages as comon^ kU l^e and 
times, under (Ms, title of * Sir Janvd T%mer'8 
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lists'}. Frrnn tMs curious hook I 
saStretpi the foUowing pcLS^e^ as an example of 
h^w Ca^ain Dalgetty might have recorded such 
etn inoident had he kept a journal ; or^ to give it 
a ffiomjust character j it is stick as the genius of 
Ih Foe would have devised^ to give tlte mmute 
a^d distinguishitig features of truth to a fictitious 
: — 

'*J^e€re / toill set douH one etccideni befell me; for 
tkffgh it was not a very strange onCt yet it was a very od 
one in all its parts. My too brigads lay in a village 
within haife a mile o/Applebic; my own quarter was 
in a jgenHeman's kouse^ who was a Ritmaster^ and at 
that time with Sir MarmeMuke ; his wife keeid her 
chamber^ rseidie to be brought to bed. TIu castle being 
over^ emd Lambert farre enough^ I resolved to got to bed 
everie nightt haveing had fatigue enough before. The 
first night / sleepd well enough : and riseing ni.vt morn 
iHgj / misd one linnen stocklne^ one haife silke one, and 
one boothose, the accoustremeni under a boote for one leg; 
neither could they be found for any search. Being y>*r 
sided of more of the same kind, 1 made myselfe reddie, 
and rode to the head-quarters. A t mv retume, I could 
heare no new of my siockins. That night / went to bed, 
and nixt morning found myselfe just so used; missing 
the three stockinsfor one leg onlie, the other three being 
left entire as they were the day before. A narrower 
search than the first was made, but without successe. 
/ had yet in reserve one paire of whole stockings, and a 
fairs ^ boothose, greater than the former. These / put 
on my legf The third morning I found the same usage, 
the stockinsfor one leg onlie left me. It was time for me 
then, and my servants too, to imagine it must be rats 
that had shard my siockins so equallie with me; and 
this the mistress of the house knew well enough, bot wold 
not tell it me. The rooms, which was a brut parlour, 
being well searched with candles, the top of my great 
boothose was found at a hole, in which they had drarvnc 
all the rest. / went abroad and orderd the hoards to be 
raised, to see hotv the rats had disposed of my moveables. 
The mistress sent a servant of her oune to be present at 
this action, which she knew concernd her. One board 
being bot a title opend, a little boy of mine thrust in his 
hand, andfeiehd with him/oure and tuentie old peeces of 
gold, and one angell. The servant of the house affirmed 
it appertaind to his mistres. The boy bringing the gold 
to me, / went immediat/ie to the gentlewomans chamber, 
and told her, it was prob^le Lambert haveing quarterd 
in that house, as indeed he had, some of his servants 
might havf kid that gold; and if so, it was laufullie 
mine ; bot if she could make it appears it belongd to he>-, 
/ stnthi immedidtlie give it her. The poore gentlewoman 
told me with many teares, that her husband being nont. 
ef thejhmgallest men (and indeed he was a Spendthrift}, 
she had hid that gold without his knowledge, to make use 
of it as she had occasion, especiallie when she lay in ; and 
conjured me, as / loid the King (for whom her husband 
emd she had suffered muck), not to detaine her gold. She 
said, if there was either more or lesse than foure ami 
tuentie whole peeces, and two haife ones, it sould be none 
of hers; emd that they were put by her in a 7 -ed velvet 
jhtrse* After / had given her assurance of her gold, a 
new search is made, the other angell is found, the zieboei 
parse all gnawd in bits, as my siockins were, and the gold 
iftidantlie restord to the gentle^voman. I have often heard 
that the eating or gnawing of cloth by rats is ominous, 
imd portends some mischance to fall on these to whom the 
chms belong. I thank God I was never addicted to such 
dizdnatums, or heeded them. It is true, that more mis- 


fortunes then one fell on me skortlie after; bot I am saro 
I could have better forseene ihem§nyse(Le then rale or any 
such vermine, and yet did it noL 0 have heard indeed 
many fine stories told of rats, ^o they abandon houses 
and ships, when the first are to Vr burnt, and the second 
dround. Naturalists say they are very sagacious crea- 
tures, and I beleeve they are so; hot I shall nooer be ^ 
the opinion they can forsee future coniingeneies, which I 
suppose the divell himsefe cam neither foAoirw nerfor- 
teil; these being things which the Almightie hath keepd 
hidden in the bosome of his divine Prescience. A nd whitner 
the great God hath preordained or predestinated these 
things, xvhick to us are contingent, to fall out by erne un- 
controllable and unavoidable necessitie, is a question not 
yet decided.’* 

Jn quoting these ajicimt authorities, J mvM not 
forget the more modern skeUdi of a ScdlMi soldier 
of ike old fashion, by a master -hand', in the cha- 
racter of Lesfunaliagow,’^ since the exidtenos <f that 
doughty captain alone must deprive the present 
Author of all claim to ahsolvie originalUy. Still 
Dalgetty, as the production of his own fawsy, has 
hem so far a. favourite with its ytaroni, thed he has 
fallen into the error of assigning to the captain 
too o, jmri in the story. This is the 

opinion of a critic J who encamps on the highest 
pinnacles of literature ; and the Author is so far 
fortunate in having incum'cd his censure, that it 
gives his modesty a decent apology for quoting 
the praise, which it would have ill hcfitM him 
to bring forward in an unminglcd state. The 
2 ^assagc occurs in the Edinburgh Mevie.'io, No. 
66, containing a Criticism on Ivanhoe . — [iSVc 
N(de B, page S3. ] 


royrsckiPT. 

% 

these pages were passing through the 
Itrcss, tlie Author received a letter from the present 
Robert Stewart of ATdvoirl'^,favowring him with 
the account of the unha^^f slaughter of Lord 
Kilpont, differbig from, and more probable i^an, 
that given by LUshop IVishart, whose narrative in - 
fers either insanity or the blackest treachery on the 
part of Janies Stewart of Ardvoirtich, the ancestqq- 
if the present family of that name. It is but fa^* 
to give the entire coirtTngynication as received from 
my respected correspondent, which is more mvnute 
than the histories of the period. — See Appendix 
III., page 86. 

Abuotskokd, If/ . 4 ugust 1830. 


^ Sir James Turner's MemoirSqk Bannatyne Edition, 
Edin. 1829, 4to, p. 59. 
t [Tobias Smollett’s Humphrey Clinker.] 
i [Francis Jeffrey.] 



5>uch as do build their faith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun ; 

Decide all controversies by 

It was during the period of that gi’cat and 
hloody civil war which agitated Great Britain 
duiing the seventeenth 6entury, that our tale 
has its commencement. Scotland had as yet re- 
mained free from the ravages of intestine war, 
althouglf its inhabi||nts were much, divided in 
political opinions ; and many of them, tired of 
th# control of the Estates of Parliament, and 
disapproving of the bold measure which they had 
adopted, by sending into England a large army 
io the assistance of tlie Parliament, were de- 
termined on their part to embrace the earliest 
opportunity of declaring fbr tlie king, and making 
such a diversion as should at least compel the 
recall of General Leslie’s army out of England, 
if it did not recover a great j>art of Scotland to 
.the king’s allegiance. This plan was chiefly 
adopt«J^by the northern nobility, wdio had re- 
, sisted with great^ obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League a^d Covenant, and by many of 
the chiefs of the Highland clans, who conceived 
their interest and authority to be connected with 
royalty, who had, besides, a decided aversion to 
the Presbyterian form of religion, and who, 
finally, were in that half-savage state of society, 
in which war is always more welcome than peace. 

Great comjnotions were generally exjjected to 
sHse frofii these concuireiit causes ; and the tiade 
of inonrsion and depredation, which the Scottish 
Highlanders at al^ times exercised upon the Low- 
lands, b%an to assume a grore steady, avowed, 
and systematic form, as part of a general milita^ 
system, 

•Those, at the head of affairs were not insensible 
to the peril of the moment, and anxiously made 
lusparations tome^ andtorepelit. •Theycon- 


Infallible artillcr>'; 

And prove their doctrine orthodox 

By apostolic blows and knocks. 

Butler. 

sidered, however, with satisfaction, that no leader 
or name of consequence had as yet appeared to 
assemble an army of royalists, or even to direct 
the efforts of those desiiltory bands, whom love of 
plunder, perhaps, as much as political principle, 
xiad hunied into measures of liostility* It was 
generally hoped tl^t the quartering a sufficient 
number of troops in the Lowlands a(^acent to the 
Highland line, would have the effect of restrain- 
ing the mountain chieftains; while the power of 
various barons in tlie north, who had espoused 
the Covenant, as, for example, the l^rl Mare- 
schal, the gicat families of Forbes, Leslie, and 
Irvine, the Grants, and other Presbyterian clans, 
might counterbalance and bridle not only the 
strength of the Ogilvies and other cavaUars of 
Angus and Kincardine, but even the potent 
family of the Gordons, whose extensive aulmority 
was only equalled by their extreme dislike to the 
Presbyterian model. 

In the West Highlands the ruling party 
numbered many enemies ; but the power of these 
disaffected clans was supposed to he broken, and 
the spirit of their chieftains 'intimidated, by the 
predominating ilifluence of the Marquis of Argyle, 
upon whom the coiifideuce of the*Gonvention of 
Estates was reposed with the utmost seemrity ; 
and whose power in the Highlands, alxMy 
exorbitant, had been still fuiimer increased by 
concessions extorted from the king at the last 
pacification. It was indeed well known that 
Argyle was* a man rather of political ente^rise 
than personal courage, and letter calculate to 
manage an intrigue of state, than to control the 
tribes of liostile mountaineers ; yet the numbers 
of his dan, aniA the spirit of the gal^nt gentle- 
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it was led, might, it was sup- 
atpne for the personal deficiencies of their 
chief; andaa^the Campbellrfhad already severely 
hQxhhled several of the neighbouring tribes, it 
wim supposed these would not readily again pro- 
voke an encounter with a body so powerful. 

.'^ns, having at their command the whole west 
ax^'^^ of Scotland, indisputably the richest 
of the kin^om, — Fiteshire being in a 
manner weir own, and possessing many 
I pOwexfttl Mends even north of the Forth and 
Tiy^^the Scottish Convention of Estates saw no 
sufficient to induce them to alter the line 
of policy they liad adopted, or to recall from the 
asf^tanoe of their brethren of the English Parlia- 
mep!t that auxiliary army of twenty thousand 
mohi by means of which accession of strength 
the lung’s pai-ty had been reduced to the defens- 
ive, when m full career of triumph and success. 

The causes which moved the Convention of 
Estates at this time to take such an immediate 
and active interest in the civil war of England, 
are detailed by our historians, but may be here 
shortly leoapi&ilated. They had indeed no new 
iujury or aggression to complain of at the hand 
of the king, and the peace which had been made 
between Charles and nis subjects of Scotland had 
been carefully observed ; but the Scottish rulers 
. were U’ell aware that this peace had been extorted 
from the king, as w’ell by the influence of the 
Pfurliamentary })arty in England, as by the terror 
of their own arms. It is true, King Charles had 
since then visitod the capital of his ancient king- 
dom, had assented to the new organization of the 
church, and had distributed honoivs and rew'ards 
among the leaders of the party w’liich had shown 
themselves most hostile to his interests ; but it 
was suspected that distinctions so unwillingly 
conferred would be resumed as soon as oppor- 
tunity offered. The low state of the English 
Parliament was seen in Scotland with deep ap- 

e ension ; and it was concluded, that should 
fles triumph by force of arms against his in- 
surgent subjects of AEugland, he w^ould not be 
Itmg in exacting from the Scots the vengeance 
Whmh he might suppose due to those who had 
Set the example of tiding up arms against him. 
Such, was the policy of the measure which 
, (HetaM the sending the auxiliary army inte 
; and it was avowed in a manifesto ex- 
of their reasons for giving this timely 
JmporUnt aid to the English Parliament. 

, foglish Parliament, they said, had been 
4rady mendly to them, and might be again ; 
whereas the king, although he Lad so lately 
.es^hllshed religion among them according to 
their desires, had given them no ground to con- 
in his royal declaration, seeing they had 
foiind his promises and actions inconsistent with 
S^h other. *Our conscience,’ they concluded, 
^ahd Ood, who is greater than our conscience, 
belEtreth us record, that we aim altogether at the 
0f God, peace of both nations, and honour 
king, ijm ^suppressing and punishing, in a 
iegillVay, those who are the troublers of Israel, 
th^'flremnds of hell, the Korahs, the Bedaams, 

, thi Ih»Sg8,jthe Babshakehs, the Hamans, the 
‘ Tsbkxhs^ the Sanballats of our time ; which done, 
hTeitber have we begun to use 
to Bii^land ss a x^paxi tet 


compassing those our pious uhtil all 
means which we could thinkiiMn have nMited us r 
and this alone is left to, mffminium d 
imiediwm, the last and onljl^exxkedy.' 

Leavi]^ it to casuists to detennine whether one 
contractiiigparty is justified in breaking a solemn 
treaty, upon the suspicion tliat, in certain ffiture 
contingencies, it mi^t be inMnged by the oilier, 
we shall proceed to mention two otner oirtmm- 
stances that had at least equal influence with the 
Scottish rulers and nation, with any doubts which 
th^ entertained of the king's good faiths 

The first of these was the nature and condition 
of their army, headed by a poor and d||cnnt^ted 
nobility, under whom it was offieere^niefly by 
Scottish soldiers of fortune, who had served in 
the German wars until they had lost almost all 
distinction of political principle, and even of 
country, in the adoption of the mercenary fluth, 
that a soldier’s jMncipal duty was fidelity to the 
state or sovereign from wliich he received his pay, 
without respect either to the justice of the qiiarrel, 
or toShawown connection with cither of the con- 
tending i)arties. To men of this stamp, Grotius 
applies the severe character — Nullum vUcr gmus 
cst improbius, quam eorum qui smc. causm re^eiu 
mercede cmducti, militaivt. To tliese mercenary 
soldiers, as well as to the needy gentry with whom 
they were mixed in command, and who easily im- 
bibed the same opinions, the success of the late 
short invasion of England in 1641 was a sufficient 
reason for renewing so profitable an experiment. 
The good pay and free quarters of England Imd 
made a feeling impression upon the recollection 
of these military adventurers, and tlic prospect 
of again levying eight hundred and fifty pounds 
a day, came in place of all arguments, wnether of 
state or of morality. 

Another cause inflamed the minds of Ijji'e nation 
at large, no less than the tempting proswet of the 
w'calth of England animated the soldiery. So 
much had been written and said on cither tide 
concerning the form of church government, that 
it had become a matter of infinitely more con- 
sequence in the eyes of the multitude than the ’ 
doctrines of that gospel which both churches had 
embraced. The Prelatists and Presbyterians of 
the more violent kind became as illiberal as the 
Papists, and would scarcely allow^ the possibility 
of salvation beyond the pale of their respective 
churches. It was in vain rcmarl^ to these 
zealots, that had the Author of our Mlwfbligiou 
considered any peculiar form gf cluircn govern- • 
ment as essential to salvation, 1ft would have beeii 
revealed with the same precision as under the Old 
Testament dispensation . Both parties continued 
as violent as if they could have pleaded the dis*^ 
tinct commands of Heaven to justify thek intpler- 
ance. Laud, in the days of his domination, had 
fired the train, by attempting to impoM upon the 
Scottish people church ceremonies forei^ to their^ 
habits and opinions. The success wifli which 
this had been resisted, and the Presbytwdan 
model substituted in its place, had eud^aired the ' 
latter to the nation, the cause in which they 
had triumphed. The Solemii Leaguje and Cove- 
nant, adopted with such zeal by the greater wt 
of the kingdom, and by them . fcirced at tile 
sword’s point upon the others, bore inits btoomi, 
as its principal object, the fitaldMiihg the dijio* 
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tme and disdiplin^ of the Preabyterian ohureh, 
and the putting db^ all error and heresy ; and 
haying attained fAr^eir own country an estab^ 
’’lishSaent of this gVen candlestick, the Scots 
became liberally and fraternally anxious to erect 
the same in England. This they conceived might 
be easily attained by lending to the Parliament 
the effectual assistance of the Scottish forces. 
The Presbyterians, a numerous and powerful 
party in the English Parliament, had hitherto 
taken the lead in opposition to the king ; while 
the Independents and other sectaries, who after- 
wards under CromwSll, resumed th^iowor of the 
swor^ and^yverset the Presbyterian model both 
in Scotlan^nd England, were as yet contented to 
lurk under 4he shelter of the wealthier and more 
powerful party. The prospect of bringing to a 
tmiformity the kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land in^ (UBoipline and worship, seemed therefore 
^ &ir as it was desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, one of the 
commissioners who negotiated the alliance be- 
twixt England and Scotland, saw the mffueucc 
which this bait had upon the spirits of those with 
whom he dealt ; and although himself a violent 
Independent, he contrived at once to gratify and 
to elude the eager desires of the Presbyterians, 
by qualifying the obligation to reform the Church 
of England, as a change to be executed ‘ accord- 
ing to the word of God, and the best reformed 
churches.’ Deceived by their own eagerness, 
themselves entertaining no doubts on the Jm 
IHvinum of their own ecclesiastical establish- 
ments, and not holding it possible such doubts 
could bo adopted by others, the Convention of 
Estates and tne Kirk of So<jJ;land conceived that 
stash expressions necessarily inferred the estab- 
lishment of Presbytery ; nor w^ere they unde- 
ceived, u^l, when their help vras no longer 
needful, tne sectaries gave them to understand 
that the phrase might be as well applied to In- 
depeffdency, or any other mode of worship which 
' those who were at the head of affairs at the time 
might consider as agreeable 'to the word of 
Gad, and the practice of the reformed churches.* 
Neither wore the outwitted Scottish less aston- 
ished to find, that the designs of the English 
sectaries struck against the monarchical consti- 
tution of Britain, it having been their intention 
to reduce the power of the King, hut by no means 
to abrogate me office. They fared, however, in 
this rash physicians, who commence 

by over-physicking# patient, until lie is reduced 
to a state of weakf^ss from which cordials are 
afterwards unable to recover him. 

these events were still in the womb of 
futurity. As yet the Scottish Parliament held 
their engagement with England consistent with 
justice, prudence, and piety, and their military 
undertaking seemed to succeed to their very wish, 
^e iunction of the Scottish army with those of 
lairmx and Manchester, enable the Parlia- 
mentary forces to besiege York, and to fight the 
desperate aj^tion of Long-Marston Moor, in which 
Prince Rupert and the Marquis of Newcastle were 
deteted. The Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, had 


•me# could dmire. 
eaviliy, fought brai 
to Cromwell’s 


David L^lie, ^rith their 

i fi mid to them, as well as 
0 ibf Independent^^ the 


honour of the day belonged ; but the old Earl 
of Leven, the Coveii^ntin^j general, ivas driven 
out of the field by the impetuous charge of 
Prince Rupert, and was thirty miles distant, in 
full flight towards Scotland, when he was over- 
taken by the news that his party had gained a 
complete victory. 

The absence of these auxiliary troops, u^ 
this crusade for the establishment of Presby- 
terianism in England, had considerably dimm- 
iahed the power of the Convention of Estates in 
Scotland, and had ^ven rise to those a/^tations 
among the anti • Covenanters which we have 
noticed at the beginning of this chapter. 


CIIAPT^I/. 

His mother could fur him as bradle set 
Her husband’s rusty iron corselet ; 

Whose jangling^ , sound could hush her babe to rest, 

• That never plain'd of his uneasy nest ; 

Then did he dream of dreary wars at hand, 

And woke, and fought, and won, ere he could stand. 

. Hall's Satires, 

It was towards the close of a summer’s evening, 
during the anxious period which we have com- 
memorated, that a young gentleman of quality, 
well mounted and armed, and accompanied by 
two servants, one of whom led a sumpter-horee, 
rode slowly up one of those steep passes by which 
the Highlands are accessible from the Lowlands 
of Pertnsliire.* Their course had lain for some 
time along the banks of a lake, whose deep waters 
reflected the crimson beams of the western stin. 
The broken jm-th, which they pursued with some 
difidculty, was in some places shaded by ancient 
birches and oak trees, and in others overhung by 
fragments of huge rock. Elsewhere, the Bill, 
which formed the northern side of this beautiful 
sheet of water, arose in steep, but less precipitous 
acclivity, and was arrayed in heath of the darkest 

S ' L -In the present times, a scene so romantic 
have been judged to possess the highest 
charms for the traveller ; but those who journey 
in days of doubt and dread pay little attention 
to picturesque scenery. 

The master kept, as often as the Wood ^cr* 
mitted, abreast of one or both of his domestics, 
and seemed earnestly to converse with them, 
probably because the distinctions of Tank are 
readily set aside among those who are made to be 
sharers of common danger. The dispositions of 
the leading men who inhabited this wild counts, 
and the probability of their taking part in tne 
political convulsions that were soon expected, 
were the subjects of their conversation. 

They had not advanced above half-way up the 
lake, and the young gentleman was pointing to 
his attendants the spot where their intended road 
turned northwards, and, leaving the veige of the 
loch, ascended a ravine to the right hand, when 
they discovered a‘ single horseman coming down 
the shore as if to meet them. The gleam of the 
sunbeams upon his headpiece and corselet showed 
that he was in armour,* and the purj^se of the 
other travellers required that he should not p^ 


teitb, wcuk 


Of Leny, near Cal 
iVkpects, answer the 
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uuqUfitstiouad* * We must know who lie is,' said 
tk« gentleman, ‘and whither he is going.' 
AntiC puling spurs to his iforst^ he rode forward 
as Jast as the ragged state of the road would 
iiermit, followed hy his two attendants, until 
he reached the point where the pass along the 
side of the lake was intersected by that which 
descended from the ravine, securing thus against 
the possibility of the stranger eluding tliem by 
turning into the latter road before they came up 
with him. 

The single horseman had mended his pace 
when he first observed the three riders advance 
rapidly towards him ; but when he saw them 
hmt and form a front which completely occupied 
the path, he checked his horse, and advanced 
with great deliberation ; so that each })arty had 
an opportunity to ta^n full survey of the other. 
The solitary strangei^as mounted upon an able 
horse, ht for military service, and for the great 
weight which he had to carry, and his rider 
occupied his demipique, or war-saddle, with an * 
air that showed it was his familiar seat. He had 
a bright burnished headpiece, with a plume of 
feathers, together with a cuirass thick enough to 
resist a musket'ball, and a back-piece of lighter 
materials. These defensive arms ho wore over a 
buff jerkin, along with a pair of gauntlets, or 
steel gloves, the tops of which readied up to his 
elbow, and which, like the rest of liis armour, 
were of bright steel. At the front of his military 
saddle hung a case of pistols, far beyond the 
ordinary sise, nearly two feet in length, and 
carrying bullets of twenty to the pound. A buff 
belt, with a broad silver buckle, sustained on one 
side a long straight double-edged broadsword, 
with a strong guard, and a blade calculated either 
to strike or push. On the right side hung a 
dagger of about e^hteeii inches in length ; a 
shoulder-belt sustained at his back a inu^etoou 
or blunderbuss, and was crossed by a baifdoleer 
containing his charges of ammunition. Tliigh- 
pieoes of steel, then termed tassets, met the tojis 
of his huge jack-boots, and completed the equi- 
of a well-armed tnioper of the jieriod. 

The appearance of the norseman himself corre- 
sponded well with his military equipage, to which 
he had the air of having been long inured. He 
was a^ve the middle size, and of strength suffi- 
cient l^i^bear with ease the weight of his wca])ons, 
offonsive and defensive. His ago might be forty 
and upwards, and bis countenance was that of a 
rCiflinlute, weather-beaten veteran, who hod seen 
fields, and brought away in token more 
than one soar. At the distance of about thirty 
Vards he halted and stood fast, raised himself on 
his idhrups, ns if to reconnoitre and ascertain the 
pntpoee of the opposite party, and brought his 
mu&etoon under nis right arm, ready for use if 
:0Q|3asion should require it. In everything but 
numbers he had the advant^e of those who 
'^eeemed inclined to interrupt his passage, 
r The leader of the party W'as, indeed, well 
raOiidiM, and clad in a buff-coat richly em- 
, broldlai^^ the half-military dress of the period ; 
h# Ma doinestios had only coarse jackets of thick 
scarce m expne^d to turn the 
a sword^ if wielded by a strong man ; and , 


^ them Jisd any weapons, 


ants, during those disturbedtimes, seldom stirred 
abroad. i 

When they had stoml at agaze for about a 
minute, the youu^^r gentlman gave the Chal- 
lenge which was then common in the mouth of 
all strangers who met in such circumstance^ 
‘ For whom are you ? * 

‘Tell me first,' answered the soldier, ‘for 
w hom are you ?~the strongest party should speak 
first.' 

‘ We are for God and King Charles,' answered 
the first speaker. — * Now, tSl your faction, you 
know ours. ^ 

‘ 1 am for God and my standard,' an&wercd the 
single horseman. 

‘ And for which standard ? * repli^ the chief 
of the other party — ‘Cavalier or Koundhead, 
King or Convention ? ’ 

'By my troth, sir,’ answered the soldier, ,*1 
would be loath to reply to you with an untruth, 
as a thing unbecoming a cavalier of fortune and a 
soldier. But to answer your queiy with beseeming 
veracitjirit is necessary I should, myself have re- 
solved to w'hilk of the present divisions of the 
kingdom I shall ultimately adhere, being a matter 
w'hereon my mind is not as yet preceesely ascer- 
tained.' 

‘ I should have thought,* answered the gentle- 
man, ‘that when loyalty and religion are at 
stake, no gentleman or man of honour could be 
long in choosing his party,* 

‘Truly, sir,' replied the trooper, ‘if ye speak 
this in the Avay of vituperation, as meaning to 
impugn my honour or genteelity , I wquld blituely 
put the same to issue, venturing in that quarrel 
with my single person against you three. But 
if you sjMjak it in flie way of logical ratiocina- 
tion, whilk 1 have studied in my youth at the 
Marischal College of Aberdeen, 1 am ready to 
prove to ye logki, that my resolution to defer, 
ibr a certain season, the taking upon me either of 
these quarrels, not only becometii me as a gentle- 
man and a man of honour, but also as a person of 
sense and prudence, one imbued with humane 
letters in his early youth, and who, from thenbe- 
foTwartl, has followed the wars under the banner 
of the invincible Gustavus, the Lion of the North, 
and under many other heroic leaders, both 
Lutheran and Calvinist, Papist and Arminian.' 

After cxclianging a woid or two with his 
domestics, the younger gentleman replied, ‘1 
should be glad, sir, to have some c^ersation 
with YOU upon so interestifig a question, and 
should be proud if I can demmiue you in fiivour 
of the cause 1 have myself espoused. 1 this 
evening to a friend’s house, not three miles dis- 
tant, w'hithei-, if you choose to accompany me, 
you shall have good quarters for the night, and 
free }>ermi8sion to ' take your own road in the 
morning, if you then feel no inclination to join 
with us.' 

‘ Whose word am I to take for this f ' answered 
the cautious soldier-^ < a man must know his 
guarantee, or he may fall into an a^osoade.' 

‘ 1 am called,' answered the younger strai^r, 

‘ the Earl of Menteith, and I trust you will re- 
ceive my honour as a sufficient security.* , . 

‘ A worthy nobletnau,' answered the so]iier> 
‘ whose parole is not to be doubted.' With one 
motion he replaced his idbdtetoon at his beak. 
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and with another ai^e hie military salute to the 
younff nobleman, anU continuing to talk as he 
«!od^ forward to joi]| him— * And I trust,* said 
'h©> ‘ ray own assuraJce, that I will be h<m cama- 
r<s^ ^ your lordship, in peace or in peril, during 
tha time we shall abide together, will not be 
altogether vilipended in these doubtful times, 
when, as they say, a man's head k safer in a steel 
cap than in a niarhle palace.' 

* 1 assure yo^, sir,' said Lord Menteith, * that, 
to judm from your appearance, 1 most higlily 
value the advantage of your escort ; but 1 trust 
we shall have no occasion for any exercise of 
valour, aa^l expect to conduct you to good and 
friendly quarters.' 

‘Good quarters, my lord,' replied the soldier, 
* are always acceptable, and are only to bo post- 
poned to good pay or good booty — not to mention 
the honour of a cavalier, or the needful points of 
commanded duty. And truly, my lord, your 
noble proffer is not the less welcome in that I knew 
not preoeesely this night where I and my poor 
com][)anion' (patting his horse) ‘were to find 
lodgments.* 

‘May I be jiermitted to ask, then,' said Lord 
Menteith, ‘ to whom I have tlie good fortune to 
stand quai*termaster ? ’ 

‘ Truly, my lord,* said the trooper, ‘ my name 
is Dalgetty — Dugald Dalgetty — Ritt-master 
Dugald Dalgetty of Druinthwackot, at your 
honourable service to command. It is a name 
you may have seen in Gallo Belgictcs^ the Smd- 
iah InUlUgeneer, or, if you read High Dutch, in 
the Fliegmdm Mercoeur of Ijeipsic. My father, 
my lord, having by unthrifty courses reduced a 
fair patrimony to a nonentity, I had no better 
shift, when 1 was eighteen years aiild, than to 
carry the learning whilk I had acquired at' the 
Mareschal^Gollege of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid 
and designation of Drumtliwaoket, together with 

pair of stalwarth arms, and legs conforin, to 
the ftermau wars, there to push my way as a 
cavalier of fortune. My lord, my legs and arms 
st^md me in more stead tliari either my gentle 
km or my book lear, and I found myself trailing 
a pike as a private gentleman under old 8ir 
Ludovic Leslie, where 1 learned the rules of ser- 
vice so tightly that I will not forget them in a 
hurry. Sir, 1 have been made to stand guard 
eight hours, being from twelve at noon to eight 
o'clock of the night, at the palace, armed with 
back antNbreast, headpiece and bracelets, being 
aron to the teeth, ^ a bitter frost, and the ice 
was hard as ever fiint ; and all for stooping 
an instant to speak to my landlady when I stould 
have gone to roll-call.* 

,'Aiid, doubtless, sir,' replied Lord Menteith, 
‘yon have gone through some hot service, as well 
as this same cold duty you talk of? ' 

‘Surely, my lord, It doth not become me to 
speak ; W he that hath seen the fields of Leipsie 
and of Lutzeii, may be said to have seen pitched 
battles. And one who hath witnessed the intak- 
ing of Frankfort, and Spanheim, and Nurem- 
bfffg, and so forth, should know somewhat about 
leagiier^, storms, onslaughts, and outfalls.’ 

^kit your merit, sir, and experience, were 
doub^ss followed by promotion ? * 

‘It came slow, milord, dooms slow,* replied 
Dalgetty ; ‘ but os my Scottish countrymen, the 


fathers of the war, and the raisers of those valor* 
ouB Scottish regimen^ts that were the dread of 
Germany, began to fall pretty thick, what with 
pestilence and what with the sword, why we/ 
their* children, succeeded to their inheritance. 
Sir, I was six years first private gentleman of the 
company, and three years lance speisade ; dis- 
daining to receive a halberd, as unbecoming my 
birth. Wherefore I was ultimately promoted, to 
be a fahn-dragger, as the High Dutch call it 
(which signifies an ancient), in the King's Leif 
Regiment of Black Horse, and thereafter 1 arose 
to be lieutenant and ritt-master, under that in- 
vincible monarch, the bulwark of the Protestant 
faith, the Lion of the North, the terror of Austria, 
Gustavus the Yictorious.’ 

‘ And yet, if I understand you, Captain Dal- 
getty — I think that rank corresponds with your 
foreign title of ritt-master * 

‘The same grade preceesely,’ answered Dal- 
getty; ‘ritt-master signifying literally file- 
leader.' 

‘I was observing,' continued Lord Menteith, 
‘that, if I understood you right, you had left 
the service of this great prince ? * 

‘ It was after his death — it was after his death, 
sir,’ said Dalgetty, ‘when I w^as in no shape 
bound to continue mine adherence. There are 
things, my lord, in that service, that cannot but 
go against the stomach of any cavalier of honour. 
In especial, albeit the pay be none of the most 
superabundant, being only about sixty dollars a 
month to a ritt-master, yet the invincible Gus- 
tavus never paid above one-third of that sum, 
whilk w*as distributed monthly by way of loan ; 
although, when justly considered, it was, in fact, 
a borrowing by that gieat monarch of the addi** 
tional two-thirds which were due to the soldier. 
And I have seen whole regiments of Dutch and 
Holsteiners mutiny on the field of battle, like 
base scullions, crying out “Gelt, gelt,” eimiify- 
ing their desire of pay, instead of falling to mows 
like our noble Scottish blades, who ever Sadainod, 
my Joni, postponing of honour to filthy 

‘But were not these arrears,’ said Lord Men* 
teith, ‘ paid to the soldiery at some stated period V 

‘My lord,’ said Dalgetty, ‘I take it on my 
conscience, that at no period, and by no possible 
process, could one kreutzer of them re- 

covered. 1 myself never saw twenty ' JHlra of 
my own all the time I served the invinci^^Gns^ 
tavus, unless it was from the chance of -a storm 
or victory, or the fetching in some town or dooip, 
when a cavalier of fortune, who knows the usage 
of wars, seldom faileth to make some small profit.' 

‘ 1 begin rather to wonder, sir,’ said Lorn Men- 
teith, ‘ that you should have continued so long 
in the Swedish service, than that you should have 
ultimately withdrawn from it.' 

‘Neitlier I should,’ answered the ritt-master; 
‘but that great leader, captain, and king, the 
Lion of the North, and the bulwark of the Pre^ 
testant faith, had a way of winning battles, 
taking towns, overrunning countries, and levying 
contributions, whilk made his service irresianbly 
delectable to all true-bred cavalim who felW 
the noble profession of anus. Simple as 1 ride 
here, mylord, I have myself commanoed the whole 
stift of Dunklespiel on the Lovrer Jthiiiie, occupy- 
ing the Fakgi^vs’s palace, consuming choice 
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my cipuirades/oalliiig in contributions, 
ircqtdMons^ oadu«cs, %iid not filing to lick 
mf m became a good cook. But truly 

all tbia glory hastened to decay, after our great 
master had been shot with three bullets on the 
field of Lutzen ; wherefore, finding that Fortune 
had changed sides, tliat the boiTowings and lend- 
went on as before out of our p^, while the 
oaduacs and casualties were all cut off, I e'en gave 
up my obmmission, and took service with Wallen- 
stein, in Walter Butler's Irish regiment.' 

* And may I beg to know of you,* said Lord 
Menteith, at^rently interested in the adventures 
of this soldier of fortune, *how you liked this 

’ change of masters ? ’ 

‘ Indifferent well,* said the captain — * very in- 
different well. I cannot say that the emperor 
paid much better than the great Gustavus. For 
hard knocks, we had plenty of them. I was often 
obliged to run my head against my old acquaint- 
ances, the Swedm feathers, whilk your honour 
most coiloeive to be double-pointed stakes, shod 
with iron at each end, and planted before the 
snuad of pikes to prevent an onfall of the cavalry. 
Tne whilk Swedish feathers, although they look 
gay to the eye, resembling the shrubs or lesser 
trees of ane forest, as the puissant jiikes, arranged 
in battalia behind them, correspond to the tall 
pines thereof, yet, nevertheless, are not altogether 
so soft to encounter as the plumage of a goose. 
Howbeit, in despite of heavy blows and light pay, 
a cavalier of fortune may thrive indifferently well 
in the Imperial service, in respect his private 
casualties are nothing so closely looked to as by 
the Swede ; and so that an officer did his duty 
on the field, neither Wallenstein nor Pappenheim, 
nor old Tilly before them, would likely listen to 
the objumtions of boors or burghers against any 
commander or soldado, by whom they chanced 
to be somewhat closely shorn. So that an ex- 
perienced cavalier, knowing how to lay, as our 
Scottish phrase runs, ** the head of the sow to the 
tail of the grice,” might get out of the country 
the* pay whilk he could not obtain from the 
mnperor.* 

‘With a full hand, sir, doubtless, and with 
interest,’ said Lord Menteith. 

* Imjnbitably, my lord,’ answered Dalgetty 
Com^Hldy ; ‘ for it would be doubly disgraceful 
finr H|Hldado of rank to have his name called 

for any petty delinquency.' 

‘And pray, sir,' continued Lord Menteith, 
‘what made you leave so gainful a service ? ' 

^!*Why, truly, sir,’ answered the soldier, ‘an 
Irish oAvalier, called O'Quilligan, being major of 
onr regiment, and 1 having had woids with him 
the night before, respecting the worth and pre- 
cedence of oqr several nations, it pleased him the 
ntkt day to deliver his orders to me with the point 
. hk batoon advanced and held aloof, instead of 
di^Ailtg and trailing the same^ as is the fashion 
A^ttrteoas cmnmanding officer towards his 
rank, though it may be his inferior in 
tiratsry gra^. Upon this quarrel, sir, we fought 
in iMrate Spenoqanter ; and as, in the perqubitions 
fdPovbd, ,ft Walter Butler, our 

to gb:e the lighter punishment 
the heavier whera- 


‘ I hope you found your^f better by the 
change r said Lora Menteith^ . 

‘In good sooth,’ answer^ Ihe ritt^masleii, ^ I 
had but little to complaif of. Hie pay 
somewhat regular, being furnbhed by the rich 
Flemings and Walloons of the Low Countir. ' T&e 
quarters were excellent ; the good \vfheaten ioAyea 
of the Flemings were better than the pi^vae^t 
rye-bread of the Swede, and Rlienbli yine vras 
more plenty with us than ever I saw the fal^llc- 
beer of Rostock in Gustawis's camp. Berviee 
there was none, duty there was little ; and, that 
little we might do, or leave undone, our 
pleasure ; an excellent retirement for 4 a cavalier 
somewhat weary of field and leaguer, who had 
purchased with his blood as macb honour as 
might serve hb turn, and was desirous of a little 
ease and good living.' 

‘And may I ask,’ said Lord Menteith, ‘why 
you, captain, being, as I suppose, in the situation 
you describe, retired from the Spanbh service 
also ? * 

‘You •are to consider, my lord, that your 
Spaniard,* rei)liod Captain Dalgetty, ‘ is a person 
altogether unparalleled in his own conceit, where- 
through he maketh not fit account of such foreign 
cavaliers of valour as are pleased to take servmo 
with him. And a galling thing it is to every 
honourable soldado, to bo put aside, and post- 
})oned, and obliged to yield preference to evety 
puffing signior, who, were it the question which 
should first mount a breach at push of pike, might 
be apt to yield willing place to a Scottish cavalier. 
Moreover, sir, I was pricked in conscience respect- 
ing a matter of religion.' 

‘ 1 should not haveAhought, Captain Dalgetty,' 
said the young nobleman, ‘ that an old soldier, 
who had changed service so often, would have 
been too scrupulous on that head.' • # 

‘No more 1 am, my lord,' said the captain, 

‘ .since I hold it to be the duty of the chaplcjjn of 
the regiment to settle those matters for m^ ^nd 
every other brave cavalier, inasmuch as he does 
nothing ebe that I know offer hb pay and alloiT' 
ances. But this was a particular case, my Imd, 
a casus improvismf as I may say, in whilk I had 
no chaplain of my own persuasion to act as my 
adviser. I found, in short, that although my 
being a Protestant might be winked at, in respect 
that I was a man of action, and had more ex- 
perience than all the Dons in our tep^ia, put 
together, yet, when in garrbon, it wof expect 
I should go to mass with regiment. Now,* 
my lord, as a true Scottbh map, and edfioated 
at the Marbchal College of Aberdeen, I Was 
bound to uphold the mass to be an act of blinded 
papistry and utter idolatry, whilk I was altogether 
unwilling to homologate by my presence, Tme 
it is, that I oonsulted on the point with a, worthy 
countryman of my own, one Father FatmeS) of 
the Scottish Convent in Wurtelmig'-w-?, 

‘And I hope,’ observed Lord Menteitk» 
obtained a clear opinion from this same 
father?' « ; 

‘ As clear as it could be," replied Oapta{|t jSoV 
getty, ‘considering wo had drunk six 
&ienbh, and about two mntbhkins of Kbraly^- 
wasser. Father Fatsides informed mS tbpit, As 
nearly as he could judge, foi^a hereric like myself, 
it signified not much whether I went to mass 
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s^ing my eternal peixlitiou was eiguecl 
ilioa l^led at any rdle, in respect of my impeni- 
1;eni and obdurat^pwevorance in my damnable 
mt(SSy, . Being diacforaged by tbis response, 1 
^bpliid to a Dutqb pastor of the Reformed church, 
^0 told me he thought 1 might lawfully go to 
masa^ in respect that the prophet permitted 
Naaipan^ a m^hfy man of valour, and an honour- 
able fa^alier of Syria, to follow his master into 
the house of Riinnioii, a false god or idol, to whom 
he had vowed service, and to how down when the 
king leaning upon his hand. But neither was 
this wwer satisfactory to me, both because there 
A unco difference between an anointed king 
of Syria Aid our Spanish colonel, whom 1 could 
have blown away like the peeling of an ingan, 
and chiefly because I could not find the thing was 
required of mo by any of the articles of war ; 
neither was 1 proffered any consideration, either 
in perquisite or pay, for the wrong I might thereby 
do to my conscience.* 

* So you again changed your service ? * said 
liord Menteitn. 

* In troth did I, my lord ; and after trying for 
a 8hoi*t while two or three other powers, I even 
took on for a time with their High Mightinesses 
the States of Holland.’ 

‘And how did their service jump with your 
humour ? ' again demanded his companion. 

* Oh, my lord ! ’ said the soldier, in a sort of 
entliusiasm, ‘ their behaviour on pay-day might be 
a pattern to all Europe — no borrowings, no lend- 
ings, no offsets, no arrears — all balanced and paid 
like a banker’s book. The quarters, too, are ex- 
cellent, and the allowances unchallengeable ; but 
then, sir, they are a preceese, scrupulous people, 
and will allow nothing for p^cadilloes. So that if 
a boor complains of a broken head, or a beer-seller 
of a broken can, or a daft wench docs but squeak 
loud enou^ to be heard above her breath, a soldier 
of honour shall bo dragged, not before his own 
coiu^-martial, who can best judge of and punish 
his demerits, but before a base mechanical ourgo- 
master, who shall menace him with the rasp- 
hdnse, the cord, and what not, as if ho w^ere one 
of their own mean, amphibious, twenty-brceched 
boors. So, not being able to dwell longer among 
these ungrateful plebeians, who, although unable 
to defend themselves by their proper strength, 
will nevertheless allow the noble foreign cavalier 
who engages with them nothing beyond his dry 
wages, vgich no honourable spirit will put in 
Competition with aji^ral licence and honourable 
countenance, 1 resoj^d to leave the service of the 
Myiiheem. And hearing at this time, to my ex- 
ceidmg satisfaction, that there is something to be 
doing this summer in my way in this my dear 
native country, I come hither, as they say, like 
a beggar to a bridal, in order to mve my loving 
conn^ymen the advantage of that experience 
Vdiich 1 have acquired in foreign parts. So your 
lordship hks an outline of my brief story, except- 
iiig Wlj deportment in those passages of action in 
the Beld, in leaguers, stonns, and onslaughts, 

woifld be tedious to narrate, and might, 
p^tadventure, better befit any other tongue &an 
iJdnaqwn/ 


ClfAfTER ///. 

•For pleas of right let statesmen veX their head, 
Battle’s my business, and my guerdon bread* 

Ahd, with the sworded Switzer, 1 can say, 

The best of causes is the best of pay. 

Donne. 

The difliculty and narrowness of the road had 
by this time become such as to intempt the con- 
versation of the travellers, and Lord Menteitii, 
reining back his horse, held a monMat’s private 
conversation with his domestics. Gaptain» 

who now led the van of the party, after about a 
quarter of a mile’s slow and toilsome advance up 
a broken and rugged ascent, emerged into an 
upland valley, to wdiich a mountain stream acted 
as a drain, and aflorded suflicient room upon its 
greensward banks for the travellers to pursue 
their journey in a more social manner. 

Lord Menteith accordingly I’esumed the con- 
versation, which had been interrupted by the 
difficulties of the way. ‘ 1 should have thought,’ 
said he to Captain Dalgetty, ‘ that a cavalier of 
your honourable mark, who bath so long followed 
the valiant king of Sweden, and entertains suoh 
a suitable contempt for the base mechanical States 
of Holland, would not have hesitated to embrace 
the cause of King Charles, in preference to that 
of the low-born, Roundheadea, canting knaves 
who are in rebellion against his authority ? ’ 

‘ Ye speak reasonably, my lord, ’ said Dalgetty, 

‘ and, cckeris paribus^ 1 might be induced to see 
the matter in the same light. But, my lord, there, 
is a southern proverb, — fine words butter no 
parsnips. 1 have heard enough, since 1 came 
nere, to satisfy me that a cavalier of honour is 
free to take any part in this civil embroilment 
whilk he may find most convenient for his own 

E sculiar. Loyalty is your passwwd, my lord-r 
iberty, roars another chield from the other side 
of the strath — the King, shouts one war-cry — 
the Parliament, roars another — Montrose for ever, 
cries Donald, waving his bonnet — Argyle end 
Leven, cries a south-countiy Saunders, vapouring 
with his bat and feathers — Fight for the mshops, 
says a priest, with his gown and rochet — Stsiua 
stout for the Kirk, cries a minister in a Creneya 
cap and band. — Good watchwords all— 
watchwords. Whilk cause is the best\^|^iliinot 
say. But sure am I, that 1 have fought knee- 
deep in blood many a day for one that ten 
degrees worse than the worst of them all** 

‘ And pray. Captain Dalgetty,’ said his lord- 
ship, ‘ since the pretensions of both parties seem 
to you so equal, will you please to inform us by 
what circumstances your preference will be deter- 
mined ? ’ 

‘Simply upon two considerations, my lord,* 
answered the soldier. ‘Being, first, on which 
side my services would be in most honourable 
i*equest‘ and, secondly, whilk is a corollary ef 
the first, by whilk party they are likely to be 
most gratemlly requited. And, to deal plainly 
with you, my lord, my opinion at present doth 
on both points rather incline to the side of &e 
Parliament.* ; - ^ 

' Your reasons, if you piSase I* said Lord lien* 
teith ‘ an^ . perhaps 1 may be able to me^ tl^ 
with some othe^iwhich are more poweiluL^ ; 
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I fkAlt be amenable to reason/ said 
Captain. ^Buppodngit addresses itself 

to rny hononr and my intSrest. Well, then, my 
lord, boro is a sort of Highland host assembled, 
or expected to assemble, in these wild hills, in 
the king's behalf. Now, sir, you know the 
nature of oiir Highlanders. I will not deny 
them to be a people stout in body and valiant in 
hwtf and courageous enough in their own wild 
way of fighting, which is as remote from the 
usages and discipline of war as ever was that of 
the ancies 
of Ameri< 


rtnians^ or of the salvage Indians 
bat now is. They havena sae 
mickle as a German whistle, or a drum, to beat 
a maveh, an alarm, a charge, a retreat, a reveille, 
or the tattoo, or any other point of war '; and their 
damnable skirlin' pipes, whilk they themselves 
pretend to understand, are unintelligible to the 
earn of any cavaliero accustomed to civilised war- 
fare. So that, were I undertaking to discipline 
such a breeohlesa mob, it were impossible for me 
to be understood ; and if 1 were understood, 
judge ye, my lord, what chance I had of being 
obeyed among a band of half salvages, who are 
accustomed to pay to their own lairds and chiefs, 
allenarly, that respect and obedience whilk 
ought to be paid to commissionate officers. If 
1 were teaching them to form battalia by ex- 
tracting the sjiiiare root, that is, by forming your 
squats m^ttalion of equal number of men of rank 
and file, corresponding to the square root of the 
foil number present, what return could 1 expect 
for communicating this golden secret of military 
tactic, except it may be a diik in my wame, for 
placing some McAlister More, M^Shemei, or 
Oapjierfae, in the flank or rear, when he claimed 
. to ^ in the van ?— Tnily, well saitli Holy Writ, 
“if ye cast pearls before swine, they will turn 
again and rend ye." ’ 

*1 believe, Anderson, 'said Lord Menteith, look- 
ing back to one of his servants, for both were 
close behind him, * you can assure this gentle- 
man we shall have more occasion for experienced 
officers, and be more disposed to profit by their 
instructions, than he seems to be aware of.' 

* With your honour’s i)ermission,' said Ander- 
son, respectfully raising his cap, * when wo are 
joined by the Irish infantry, who are expected, 
and who should he landed in the West High- 
lan# before now, we shall have need of good 
soldiers to discipline our levies.’ 

*And I shoiild like well -very well, to be 
cmjj^cyed in such service,' said Dalgetty ; ‘the 
Iri& are pretty fellows — very pretty fellows— I 
desilre to see none better in the field. 1 once 
saw a brigade of Irish, at the taking of Frankfort 
tile Oder, stand to it with sword and pike 
until they beat off the blue and yellow Swedish 
. esteemed as stout as any that fought 

nndeir the immortal Oustayus. And although 
n^t Hepburn, valiant Lumsdale, courageous 
with myself and other cavaliers, made 
miewhw at point of pike, yet, had we all 
met, with eUoh opposition, we had returned with 
and profit. Wherefore these 
Ititites, being all put to the sword, as is 
(M»ses, did nevertheless gain im- 
■ ii'fnd. honour ; so that, for their 
bve ifdwtt^ loved and honoured those of 
oum country of Soottod.’ 


* A command of Irish, 's4j Menteith, :f rWtok 

I could almost promise yem, should y^ hetiief* 
posed to embrace the royai^aihee/ ' 

* And yet,^ said CantainChilgetty^ * my iecofid 
and greatest difficulty remmns behind'^' for' 
although I ^hold it a nman and sordid thing^dr 
a Boldado to have nothing in his mouth but ^isy 
and gelt, like the base oullions the German 
lanz-knechts whom I mentioned before pa^ 
•although I will maintain it with nty sworS, 
that honour is to be preferred before pay, ^ 
quarters, and arrears, yet, ex contrariOt a Smdier's 
pay being the counterpart of his engagexq^t of 
service, it becomes a wise and considerate cavalier 
to consider what remuneration he is to receive 
for his service, and from what funds it is to be 
paid. And truly, my lord, from what I can 
see and hear, the Convention are the ptirse- 
inastcrs. The Highlanders, indeed, may be 
kept in humour by allowing them to steal cattle ; 
and for the Irishes, your lordship and your noble 
associates may, according to the practice of the 
wars in such cases, pay them as seldom or as 
little as may suit your idcasure or convenience ; 
but the same mode of treatment doth not apply 
to a cavalier like me, who must keep up nis 
liorscB, servants, arms, and equipage, and who 
neither can, nor will, go to warfare upon his own 
charges.' 

Anderson, the domestic who had before 
spoken, now respectfully addressed his master.— 
*I think, my lord,' he said, ‘that under your 
lordship’s favour, I could say something to 
remove Captain Dalgetty’s second objection also. 
He asks us where we arc to collect our pay ; now, 
in my poor mind, tl^p resources arc as open to us 
as to tlie Covenanters. They tax the country 
according to their pleasure, and dilapidate the 
estates of the king’s friends ; now, wjre we once 
in the Lowlands, with our Highlanders and our 
Irish at our backs, and our swords in our hands, 
we can find many a fat traitor, whose ill-^tten 
wealth shall fill our military chest and satisfy * 
oiu* soldiery. Besides, confiscations will fall in 
thick ; and, in giving donations of forfeited laifds 
to every adventurous cavalier who joins his 
standard, the king will at once reward his friends 
and punish his enemies. In short, he that joins 
these Koundhead dogs may get some miserable 
pittance of pay — he that joins our standard has 
a chance to be knight, lord, or earl, if luck serve 
him.* #• 

* Have you ever served, good friend ? * said 
the captain to the spokesmft. 

‘ A little, sir, in these our domestic quarrels,’ 
answered the man modestly. 

‘ But never in Gennany or the Low Countries ? ’ 
said Dalgetty. 

‘ I never had the honour,’ answered Andet'Son. 

‘1 profess,' said Dalgetty, addressing Lord 
Menteith, ‘ your lordshipa servant hasa sensible, 
natural, pretty idea of military matftrs ; some- 
what irregular, though, and smells a little too 
much of selling the bear's skin before he lias 
bunted him.— f will take the matter, however, 
into my consideration/ 

‘Do so, captain,’ said Lord Menteitbi ^yon 
will have the night to tliink of it, for we qre now 
near the house, where I hope to ensnre you a 
hospitable reeqition/ • . . ; 
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f And that is what^ili be very weleorae/ said 
tha captain^ * for I nave tasted na< food sihbe 


dayt^k but a farf o£ oatcake, which 1 divided 
my horse. So 1 have been fain to draw 
my sword-belt three bores tighter for very ex- 
tenitiation. lest hunger and heavy iron should 


teimtion, lest hunger and 
make the gird slip.* 


eavy iron should 


CHAPTER /K 

Upon a time, no matter where, 

S(^e Glunyie*men met at a fair ; 

A& deft and tight as ever wore 
A dirk, a targe, and a claymore, 

Short hose, and belted plaid or trews. 

In XJist, lAchaber, Skye, or Lewes, 

Or cover’d hard head with a bonnet ; 

Had you but known them, you would own it. 

Will Meston. 

A HIIX was now before the travellers, covered 
with an ancient forest of Scottish hrs, the top- 
most of which, dinging their scathed branches 
across the western horizon, gleamed ruddy in 
the setting sun. In the centre of this w'^ood rose 
the towers,, or rather the chimneys, of the house, 
or castle, as it was called, destined for the cud| 
of their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two high-ridged 
narrow buildings, intersecting and crossing each 
other, formed the co^s de logis. A projecting 
bartizan or two, with the addition of small 
turrets at the angles, much resembling pepper- 
boxes, had procured for Darnlinvarach * the 
dignified appellation of a castle. It was sur- 
rounded by a low courtyard wall, wdthin which 
were the usual ofiices. « 

As the travellers approached more nearly, 
they discovered marks of recent additions to the 
defences of ^he place, which had been suggested, 
doubtless, by the insecurity of those troublesome 
times. Additional loopholes for musketiy w'ere 
fltrue£ out in different parts of the building, and 
of its surrounding wall. The windows had just 
bc^ carefully secured by stanchions of iron, 
crossing each other athwart and end-long, like 
the grates of a prison. The door of the court- 
yard was shut ; and it was only after cautious 
challenge that one of its leaves was opened by 
two domestics, both strong Highlanders, and 
l>oth under arms, like Bitias and Pandarus in 
the .£neid, ready to defend the entrance if aught 
hostile tftd ventured an intrusion. 

• When the travelj^ were admitted into the 
court, they found ^Sdditional prejiarations for 
defence^ The walls were scaffolded for the use 
of fir^rms, and one or two of the small guns 
called saokers, or falcons, were mounted at the 
angles and flanking tuiTots. 

S[ 0 re domestics, both in the Highland and 
Lowland dress, instantly inshed from the interior 
of the mawon, and some hastened to take the 
horses , of me strangers, while others waited to 
marshal them a way into the' dwelling-house. 
But Oaptajn Dalgetty refused the proffered 
asshrtwoe of those who wished M relieve him 
of the charge of his horse. * It is my custom, 
iny inends, to see Gustavus (for so I have eidled 


f ‘*^{Tlbis has been suj 
Castle, on Loch Eatii, I 


d to represiisit Ard^irfieh 
ihire.l 


him^ after my invincible master) accommodated 
myself ; we are old fnsnds and fellow-travellers, 
and as 1 often need the use of his legs, 1 always 
lend 'him in my turn the service of my tongue, 
to call -for whatever he has occasion for;’ and 
accordingly, he strode into the stable after his 
steed without further apology. 

Neither Lord Menteitli nor his attendants 
paid the same attention to their horses, but, 
leaving them to the proffered care of the servants 
of the place, walk^ forward into the house, 
where a sort of dark vaulted vestibule displayed, 
among other miscellaneous articles, a huge barrel 
of twopenny ale, beside which w^ere ranged two 
or three wooden queichs, or bickers, ready^ it 
would appear, for the service of whoever thought 
proper to employ them. Lord Menteith appfied 
himself to the spigot, drank without ceremony, 
and then handed the stoup to Anderson, who 
followed his master’s example, but not until he 
had flung out the drop of ale which remained, 
and slightly rinsed the wooden cup. 

'What the deil, man,’ said an old Highland 
servant belonging to the family, 'can she no 
drink after her ain master w'ithout washing the 
cup and spilling the ale, and be tamned to her ? ’ 

'1 was bred in France,’ answered Anderson, 

' where nobody diinks after another out of the 
same cup, unless it be after a young lady.* 

' The teil’s in their nicety ! ’ said l)<mald ; 

' and if the ale be glide, fat the waur is’t that 
another man’s beard’s been in the queich before 
ye?’ 

Anderson’s companion drank without observing 
the ceremony which had given Donald so much 
offence, and both Of them follow^ed their master 
into the low-arched stone hall, which was the 
common rendezvous of a Highland family. A 
large fire of peats in the lingo chimney at the 
upper end shed a dim light through the apart- 
ment, and was rendered necessary by the damp, 
by which, even during the summer, the apart- 
ment w^as rendered uncomfortable. Twenty or 
thirty targets, as many claymores, with dirks^ and 
plaids, and guns, both matchlock and firelock, 
and long-bows, and cross-bows, and Lochaber 
axes, and coats of plate - armour, and atee)- 
bonnets, and headpieces, and the more ancient 
habergeons, or shirts of reticulated mail, with 
hood and sleeves corresponding to it, all hung 
in confusion about ' the walls, and would have 
formed a month’s amusement to a member of a 
modern antiquarian society. But stuflt thin^ 
were too familiar to attract muck observation on 
the part of the pi’csent spectators. 

There was a large clumsy oaken table, which 
the hasty hospitality of the domestic who had 
before s^keu, immediately spread with milk, 
butter, goat-milk clieese, a flagon of beer, and a 
flask of usquebae, designed for the reft^eshment 
of Lord Menteith; while an inferior servant 
made similar preparations at the bottom of tlm 
table for the benefit of his attendants. The 
space which intervened between them was, oo-m 
cording to the manners of the timet, sufficient 
distinction l^tween master and servant, evth 
though the former was, asin the present instance^ 
of high rank* Meanwhile the guests stood ^ 
the. j^^th^youngnobletnafi under tha ohimney^ 
and his s^imts M some little distance; ; 
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? \fkvt do you think, Anderson,* said the 
fdnaer, ‘ ofour feUow-tn^yeiler?* 

* A sto^at fellow,*, replied Anderson, * if all be 
good that is upoozne. 1 wish we had twenty 
snoh, to put our Teagues into some sort of 
dhwjiplino/ 

* 1 differ from you, Anderson,* said Lord Men- 
teith ; * I think this fellow lialgetty in one of 
those horse -leeches, whose appetite for blood 
being only sharpened by what lie has sucked in 
foreign oouptries, he is now returned to batten 
upon that of his own. Shame on the pack of 
these mercenary swordsmen I they have made 
the name of Scot through all Europe equivalent 
to that of a pitiful mercenary, who knows neither 
honour nor principle but his month*s pay, who 
transfers his allegiance from standard to standard, 
at l^e pleasure of fortune or the highest bidder ; 
and to whose insatiable thirst for plunder and 
warm quarters we owe much of that civil dissen- 
sion which is now turning our swords against 
onr own bowels. I had scarce patience with the 
hired gladiator, and yet could hardly help laugh- 
ing at the extremity of his impudence.* 

* Your lordship will forgive me,’ said Anderson, 

* if I recommena to you, in the present circum- ^ 
stances, to conceal at least a part of this generous 
indignation ; we cannot, unfortunately, do our 
work without the assistance of those who act on 
' baser motives than our own. We cannot spare 
the assistance of such fellows as our friend the 
soldado. To use the canting phrase of the saints 
in the English Parliament, the sons of Zeruiah 
are still too many for us.* 

*1 must dissemble, then, as well as 1 can,* 
said the Lord Menteith, *aa 1 have hitherto 
done, upon your hint. But I wish the fellow 
at the devil with all my heart.* 

^Ay, but still you must remember, my lord,* 
I'esum^ Anderson, 'that to cure the bite of a 
scorpion, you must crush another scorpion on 
the wound. — But stop, we shall be overheard.* 

From a side-door in the hall glided a High- 
lander into the apartment, whose lofty stature 
and complete equipment, as well as tno eaglets 
fenither in his bonnet, and the confidence of his 
demeanour, announced to be a person of superior 
rank. He walked slowly up to the tab^^end 
made no answer to Lord Menteith, who,ad 41 ii |rtn g 
him by the name of Allan, asked him how^j^did. 

^ Ye mauna speak to her e’en noW,* whispered 
the old attendant. 

S3io tall Highlander, sinking down upon the 
emp^ settle next the fire, fixed his eyes upon 
the red embers and the huge heap of turf, and 
seemed buried in profound abstraction. His 
dark eyes and wild and enthusiastic features 
bore, the air of one who, deeply impressed with 
hia Wn sulgectsof meditation, pays little atten- 
idon to exteiddr objects. An air of gloomy 
tswiiy, the fruit perhaps of ascetic and solitary 
' mii^t, in a Lowlander, have been as- 

reii^ous fenatioism ; but by that dis- 
im mind, then so common both in 
~ ^ Sn4 the Lowlands of Scotland, tlie 
*m of this period were rarely infected. 

, h^ewer, their own peeuliar supersti- 
the mind with tMck- 
as M tb 



.'His lordship’s honofirJ said the 
servant, sideling up to n^ord Menteith, and 
speaking in a verf low* Iftne, fhis lomship 
mauna speak to Allan ei4n now, lor the olonq 
is tti»on his mind.’ / , * ^ 

Lord Menteith nodded, and took no fMher 
notice of the reserved mountaineer. 

'Said I not,* asked the latter, suddenly rals^ 
iug his stately person upright, and lovMhg at 
the domestic — ' said I nor that four were to 
come, and hero stand but three on the hall 
floor?’ ; 

' In troth did ye say sae, Allan,* said old 
Highlander, ' ana here’s the fourth man coming 
clinking in at the yett e'en now from the stable, 
for he’s shelled like a partan, wi* Aim on back 
and breast, haunch ana shanks. And am 1 to 
set her chair up near the Menteith’s, or down 
wi* the honest gentlemen at the foot of the 
table ? ’ 

Ijord Menteith himself answered, the inquiiy, 
by pointing to a seat beside his own. 

' And here she comes,* said Donald, as Cap- 
tain Dalgetty entered the hall; 'and I hope 
gentlemens will all take bread and cl|ee8e, as we 
.say iu the glens, until better meat be ready, 
^ntil the Tiernach comes back frae the hill wi* 
the southern gentlefolk, and then Dugald Cook 
will show himself wi* his kid and hill venison.' 

In the meantime, Captain Dalgetty had 
entered the apartment, and, walking up to the 
seat placed next Lord Menteith, was leaning on 
the back of it with his arms folded. Anderson 
and his companion waited at the bottom of the 
table, in a respectful attitude, until they should 
receive permission to seat themselves; while 
three or four Higluanders, under the direction 
of old Donald, ran hither and thither to bring 
additional articles of food, or stood ^till to give 
attendance upon the guests. 

Ill the midst of these preparations, Allan 
suddenly started uj^ and, snatching a lamf from 
the hand of an attendant, held it close to Dab * 
getty’s face, while he perused bis features with 
the most heedful and grave attention. * 

' By my honour, ’ said Dalgetty, half-displeased, 
as, mysteriously shaking his head, Allan gave 
up tlie scrutiny — * I trow that lad and I will 
ken each other when we meet again.’ 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom of the 
table, and having, by the aid of his lamp, sub- 
jected Anderson and his companion t^fhe sums 
investigation, stood a n^ent as if in deep 
reflection ; then, touching lA forehead) suddenly 
seized Anderson by the arm, and, before he could 
offer any effectual resistance, half-led and half- 
dragged* him to the vacant seat at the u|^r 
end, and, having made a mute intimation that 
he should there place himself, he hurtisd the 
soldado with the same unceremonious preoipito- 
tion to the bottom of the table, 'i^e captain^ 
exceedingly incensed at this freedom, casudea- 
voured to shake Allan from him with violeuee ; 
but, powerful as he was, he preyed in 
strugde iufellipr to the ^gantie mountaiueffl*, 
who threw him off with such viol^oe, that, after 
reeling a few paces, he fell at Ml length, and 
the vaulted hall rang with ihe claeS oi. his 
ai^oUr. YJJien he arose^ his first action ym'^ 
draw his stirord and fl/at AUan, who, 
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lal«M snns, eedmed x6 await his onset with the 
sWBfhl inditfeAnoe. Lord Menteith and 
hw a^ttendants ixAerposed to preserYO peace, 
the Highlandeil, snatching weapons from 
me wall, seemed nrompt to increase the broil. 

*^e is mad/ wtispered Lord Menteith, * he is 
perfectly mad ; there is no purpose in quarrel- 
Iii 5 ^wlfh him.' 

n^f your lordship is assured that he is nmi 
compos mmJtiSy said Dalgetty, ‘the whilk his 
breming and , behaviour seem to testify, the 
matter must end hero, seeing that a madman 
can nmther give an attrout nor render honour- 
able satisfaction. But, by my saul, if I had my 
rovant and a bottle of Khenish under my belt, 
should have stood otherways up to him. And 
yet it's a pity he should be sae weak in the 
intellectuals, being a strong proper man of body, 
fit to hahdle pike, morgenaiern,* or any other 
military implement whatsoever.* 

Peace was thus restored, and the party seated 
themselves agreeably to their former arrange- 
ment, with >\diich Allan, who had now returned 
to his settle by the lire, and seemed once more 
immersed in meditation, did not again interfere. 
Lord Menteith, addressing the principal domes- 
tic, hastened to start some theme of conversation 
which might obliterate all recollection of the 
fray that had taken place. ‘The laird is at 
the hUl, then, Donald, I understand, and some 
English strangers with him ? * 

‘At the hill he is, an it like your honour, 
and twp Saxon calabaleros are with him, sure 
eneuch ; and that is Sir Miles Musgravo and 
Christopher Hall, both from the Cumraik, as I 
think tliey call their country.’ 

^Hall and Musgi’ave?* said Lord Menteith, 
looking at his attendants \ ‘ the very men that 
we wished to see.’ 

* Troth,* said Donald, ‘an’ I wish I had never 
seen them between the een, for they’re come to 
herwus out o’ house and ha’.’ 

‘Why, Donald,’ said Lord Menteith, ‘you 
did not use to be so churlish of your beef and 
al(f; southland though they be, tliey’ll scarce 
eat up all the cattle that’s going on the castle 
mains.’ 

* Teil care an they did,* said Donald, ‘an that 
were the warst o’t, for we have a wheen canny 
trewsmeu here that wadna lot us want if there 
was a horned beast at ween this and Perth. But 
this is a ^g,rse job — it’s nae less than a wager.’ 

4 ‘ A wager ! ’ rep^^d Lord Menteith, with 
some surprise. Ir 

‘Troth,’ continued Donald, to the ftdl as 
eager to tell his news as Lord Menteith was 
curious to hear them, ‘as your lordship is a 
friend and kinsman o’ the house, an’ as ye’ll 
hear eneuch o’t in less than an hour, 1 may as 
.weel tell ye mysel’. Ye sail he pleased, then, to 
know, that when our laird was up in England, 
where he oftener than lus friend can 

wish) he was oiding at the house o’ this Sir 
Miles Mns^ave, an’ there was putten on the 
table six oandlestickB, that theipptoll me were 
twice as muckle as the candlestick in Dumblane 
kirk, and neither aim, brass, nor tin, but a’ 
solid silver, nae less;— up wi* tlieir English 

Note C. Mqrgenstem. 


pride, has sae muckle, and kens sae little hour 
to guide ?t ! Sae th^ beg^n to jeer the laird, 
that he saw nae sic graith in his ain poor coun- 
try ; and the laird, scorning to hae his country 
put dovn without a word for its credit, swore, 
like a gude Scotsman, that ho had mair candle- 
sticks, and better candlesticks, in his ain castle 
at hame, than were ever lighted in a hall in 
Cumberland, an Cumberland be the name o’ the 
country.’ 

‘That was patriotically said,’ observed Lord 
Menteith. 

‘Fary true,’ said Donald; ‘but her honour 
had better hac hauden her tongue ; for if ye say 
ony thing amang the Saxons that’s a wee by 
ordinar, they clink yc down for a wager as fast 
as a Lowland smith would hammer snoon on a 
Highland shelty. An* so the laird behoved 
either to gae back o’ his word, or wager twa 
bunder merks ; and so he e’en took the wager 
rather than he shamed wi’ the like o’ them. 
And now he’s like to get it to pay, and I’m 
thinkin’ that’s what makes him sae swear to 
come hame at e’en.’ 

‘ Indeed,’ said Lord Menteith, ‘ from my idea 
of your family i)late, Donald, your master is 
certain to lose such a wager.’ 

‘ Your honour may swear that ; an’ vhere he’s 
to get the siller I kenna, although he borrowed 
out o’ twenty purses. 1 advised him to pit the 
tw'a Saxon gentlemen and their servants oannily 
into the pit o’ the tower till they gae up the 
bargain o’ free gude-will, but the laird winna 
hear reason.’ 

Allan here staried up, sti'ode forward, and 
interrupted the conversation, saying to the 
domestic in a voice like thunder, ‘And how 
dared you to give my brother such dishonourable 
advice ? or how dare you to say he will lose this 
or any other wager which it is his pleasure to 
lay ? ’ 

‘Troth, Allan M‘Aulay,’ answered the old 
man, ‘it’s no for my father’s son to gainsay 
what your father’s sou thinks fit to say, an* so 
the laii-d ’may no doubt win his wager. A* that 
I ken against it is, that the teil a candlestick, 
or ony thing like it, is in the house, except the 
aiild aim branches that hae been here since 
Laird Kenneth’s time, and the tin Boonoes that 
your father gar’d be made by auld Willie Winkle 
the tinkler, mair be token that deil an unoe of 
siller plate is about the house at a’, forby the 
lady’s auld posset-dish, that wants the cover 
and ane o’ the lugs. ’ 

‘ Peace, old man ! ’ said Allan fiercely ; ‘ and 
do you, gentlemen, if your refection is finished, 
leave this apartment clear ; I must prepare it 
for the reception of these southern guests.’ 

‘Come away,’ said the domestic, pulling Lord 
Menteith by the sleeve ; ‘hi.s hour is on him,’ 
said he, looking towards Allan, ‘and he will 
not be controlled.* 

They left the hall accordingly, Lord Menteith 
and the captain being ushered one way by old , 
' Donald, and the two attendants conducted else-, 
where by another Highlander. The former had 
scarcely reached a sort of withdrawing apart- 
ment ere they were joined by the lora. of Hie 
mansion, A,n^s M^Aulay by name, and his 
English guests. Great joy was expressed by all 
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, for Menteith and tbe Euglis^ 

gje^ti^mjaa jrare Well known to each other; and 
1 ^ 1 ^ ]^6nteith’s introauction. Captain Dal- 
well , received by the laird. But after 
the first burst of hospitable congratulation was 
over* Loi^ Menteith could observe that there 
weiS.a shade of sadness on the brow of his High- 
land friend. 

^Ybu must have heard,’ said Sir Christopher • 
Hall> ' that our fine undertaking in Cumberland 
is all blown up. The militia would not inarch 
into Scotland, and your prick-oar’d Covenanters 
have been too liard for our friends in tlie 
southern 8hii*es. And so, understanding there 
is some stirring work here, Musgrave and I, 
rather than sit idle at home, are come to have a 
campaign among your kilts and plaids.’ 

*1 ho]^ you have brought arms, men, and 
money with you,* said Lord Menteith, smiling. 

*Only some dozen or two of troopers, whom 
we left at the last Lowland village,^ said Mus- 
graye, * and trouble enough wo had to get them 
so far.* 

*As for money,* said his companion, Sve ex- 
pect a small supply from our friend and host here. * 

. The laird now, colouring highly, took Men- 
teith a little apart, and expressed to him his 
regret that he had fallen into a foolish blunder. 

* I heard it from Donald,* said Lord Menteith, 
scarce able to suppress a smile. 

* Devil take that old man 1 ’ said M'Aulay ; ^ he 
would tell everything, were it to cost one’s life ; 
but it’s no jesting matter to you neithci’, my 
lord, for I reckon on your friendly and fraternal 
benevolence, as a near kinsman of our bouse, to 
help me out with the mone}^ due to these pock- 

S iiadings ; or else, to bo plain wi’ ye, the acil a 
t‘Anlay will there be at the muster, for curse 
me if I do not turn Covenanter rather than face 
these fellows without paying them ; and at the 
best, I shall be ill enough off, getting both tbe 
scaith and the scorn.* 

‘You may suppose, cousin,* said Lord Men- 
teith, * I am not too well equipped just now ; but 
ypu may be assured I shall endeavour to help 
you as well as 1 can, for the sake of old kindred, 
ne^bourhood, and alliance.’ 

^hank ye — thank ye — thank ye,’ reiterated 
M'Aulay ; * and as they are to spend the money 
in the king’s service, what signifies whether you, 
they, or I, pay it? — we are a’ one man's bairns, 
I hope I But you must holj) me out, too, w'ith 
some reasonable excuse, or else I shall be for 
taki|3^ to Andrea Ferrara ; for I like not to he 
tijeated like a liar or a braggart at my own 
l)oard end, when, God knows, I only meant to 
support, my honour and that of my family and 
country^* 

Donald) ae they were speaking, entered, with 
r^er a blither face than he might have been 
ei^^.ted to wear, consideiing the impending fate 
inaater*8 purse and credit. * Gentlemens, 
h^ „ dinner Js ready, ami her camitca arc UgMed 
with a strong guttural emphasis 
clause of his speech. 

* . devil can he mean ? * said Mus- 

s lociking to nis countryman. 

, , , |«^mpenteifh put the wme auestion with his 
^hich M^Autay answered by 


A short dispute about ^precedenoe s<i« 3 ieiwh«l; 
delayed their leaving tA) apartmeili Itord 
Menteith insisted upon yieMing up th$t whkh 
belonged to his rank, di coniudera^n , hie 
being in his own country^ and of his near con- 
nection with the family in which they (fttmd ' 
themselves. The two English strang^rt, there- 
fore, were first ushered into the halk where «n 
unexpected display awaited them. huge 

oaken table was spread with substantial joints 
of meat, and seats were placed in order foi* the 

S icsts. Behind every seat stood a ^gantic 
ighlander, completely dressed and ^ armed 
after the fashion of his country, holding in his 
right hand his drawn sword, with the !|>oint 
turned downwards, and in the Joft a hlaaing 
torch made of the l>og-pine. This wodd, femud 
in the morasses, is so mil of tui^pentine, that, 
whcii split and dried, it is frequently used in 
the Higlilands instead of candles. The un- 
expected and somewhat startling apparijiion was 
seen by the red glare of the torches, urnicK dis- 
played the wdld features, unusual dress, and 
glittering arms of those who bore them, while 
the smoke, eddying up to the roof of the hall, 
over-canopied them with a volume of vapoui*. 
Ere the strangers had recovered from their sur- 
prise, Allan stepped forward, and, pointing with 
his sheathed broadsword to the torch-bearers, 
said, in a deci> and stern tone of voice, * Behold, 
gentlemen cavaliers, the chandeliers of my 
brother's house, the ancient fashion of our 
ancient name ; not one of these men know'S any 
law but their chiefs command. — Would you 
dare to compare to them in value the richest 
ore that ever was dug out of the mine ? How 
say you, cavaliers ?— is your wager won oi’ lost ?’ 

'‘Lost, lost,’ said Musgrave gaily — ‘my own 
silver candlesticks ai’e all melted and riding on 
horseback by this time, and 1 wish* the fellows 
that enlisted were half as trusty as these,— Here, 
sir,’ lio added to the chief, ‘is your monfy ; it 
impairs Hall’s finances and mine somewhat, but* 
debts of honour must be settled.’ 

‘My father’s curse upon my father’s s6n,’ 
said Allan, interrux)tiug him, ‘if he receives 
from you one penny ! It is enough that you 
claim no right to exact from him w'hat is his 
own. ’ 

Lord Menteith eagerly supported AUan’s 
opinion, and the elder M'Aulay readily joined, 
declaring the whole to be a fool’s btfgmeaSf and 
not worth speaking moi^Ay^out. Tho English- 
men, after some courteouM^tposition; wore per- 
suaded to regard the wdiole as a joke. 

‘And now, Allan,’ said the laird, ‘phsiuMi to 
remove your candles ; for, since the Saxon 
gentlemen have seen them, they will cat their 
dinner as comfortably by the light of tlm old 
tin sconces, without scomfishing them, with, so 
lunch smoke.* 

Accoxdiugly, at a sign from Allan? living 
ehandeliei-s, recovering their broadswmnk, aud 
holding the point erect, marched imt of Ihe 
hall, and left the guests to enjoy tffeir refresh* 
ments.* 


"Such a bet as that mentioMd in the text is sai4 to have 
taken by MacHon^d ^ ext&tedlfita- 

self m the maimer here narrated. ’ , ' > 
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' Ai&tslijr Id feulciue an^ so foU he grew, 
lltati'hxs own syre and maister of his guise 

J l'pflton tromble at his horrid view; 

I C^, for dread of hurt, would him advise, 
oeastes not rashly to despise, 
a|Po much to provoke * for he would learne 
JjjPXyoft stoup to hir m lowly wise, 

^P^esson hardX and make theLybbard sterne 
IP^ve roaring, 4i|>en in rage he for revenge did earne. 
^ ' Spenser. 


NoTiyiTHsTANDiNa the proverbial epicurism 
of the -English,— proverbial, that is to say, in 
Scotland at the mriod, — the English visitors 
made no figtiae whatever at the entertainment, 
compared with the portentous voracity of Cajitaiu 
Dalgetty, althonch that gallant soldier had 
alreatly displayed much steadiness and per- 
tinacity in nis attack upon the lighter refresh- 
ment set before them at their entrance, by way 
of forlorn hope. He spoke to no one during the 
time of his meal ; and it was not nntil the 
victuals were nearly withdrawn from the table 
that he gratified the I’cst of Uk^ compaii}", who 
had watched him with some surjirise, witli an 
account of the reasons why he ate so veiy fast 
and so very long. 

‘The former qualit}^,’ he said, ‘he had ac- 
quired while he filled a place at the bursar’s 
table at the Marischal College of Aberdeen ; 
when,* said he, ‘if you did jiot move your jaws 
as fast as a pair of castanets, you were very 
unlikely to get any thing to put between them. 
And as for the quantity of my food, be it 
to this honourable (joiiipany,* continued the 
captain, ‘ that it’s the duty of every commander 
of a fortress, on all occasions which offer, to 
secure as much munition and vivers as their 
magazines can possibly hold, not kuowiiig'when 
they may have to sustain a siege or a blockade. 
Upon •which principle, gentlemen,’ said he, 
*‘when a cavalier finds that jirovant is good and 
abimdant, he will, in my estimation, do wisely 
to victual himself for at least three days, as there 
is no knowing when he may come by another 
meal.' 

The laird exi)ressed his acquiescence in the 
prudence of this principle, and recommended to 
the veteran to add a tass of brandy and a flagon 
of claret to the substantial provisions he had 
already ISili in, to udiich proposal the ca 2 »tain 
readily agreed. 

"When dinner was^mov.ed and the seiwants 
had withdrawn, excepting the laird’s page or 
henehman, who remained in the ajiaHinent to 
call for or bring whatever w'as wanted, or, in a 
\vOTd, to answer the pur]ioses of a modern bell- 
Wire^ the conversation began to turn upon politics 
and the state of the country ; and Lord Menteith 
inquired iously and particularly what clans 
were expectra to join the proposed muster of the 
king's Inends. 

*lliat d^nds much, my lord, on the person 
who lifts the banner,* said the laird ; ‘for you 
know we Highlanders, when a few clans are 
asseim¥«4> not easily commanded by one of 
(diiefs, or, to say the truth, by any 
body. We baVe. hem a rumour, indeed, 
wt ’ Oolkitto — that io, young ’ Collatto, or 


Alaster McDonald— is come over the Kyle from' 
Ireland with a body«of the Earl of Antidm’s 
people, and that they had got as far as Ardna- 
murchan. They might have been here before 
now, buf, I suppose, they loitered to plunder the 
country as they came along.' 

‘ Will Colkitto not serve you for a leader, then } * 
said Lord Menteith. 

‘Oolkitto!’ said Allan M‘Aulay scornfully; 
‘wlio talks of Colkitto? Tliere lives but one 
man whom we will follow, and that is Montrose.* 

‘ But Montrose, sir,’ said Sir Christopher 
Hall, ‘has not been heard of since our ineife^ual 
attempt to rise in the north of England. It is 
thought he lias returned to the king at Oxford 
for further instnictions.’ 

‘ Returned ! ’ said Allan, with a scornful laugh ; 

‘ I could tell ye, hut it is not worth my whfle ; 
ye w'ill know^ soon enough.' 

‘ By my honour, Allan,’ said Lord Menteith, 
‘you wull w'eary out your friends wuth this in- 
tolerable, froward, and sullen humour. — But I 
know' the reason,' added he, laughing; ‘you 
liave not seen Annot Lyle to-day.’ 

‘AVhoni did you say I had not seen?' said 
Allan sternly. 

‘Annot Lyle, tlie faiiy queen of song and 
minstrelsy,' said Lord Menteith. 

‘ Would to God I were never to see her again,’ 
said Allan, sighing, ‘ on condition the same weml 
were laid on you.’ 

‘And wdiy on me?’ said Lord Menteith care- 
lessly, 

‘ Because,’ said Allan, ‘it is wiitten on yopr 
forehead, that you are to be the ruin of eaoli 
other.' So saying, he rose up and left the room. 

‘Has he been long in this way?' asked Lord^ 
Menteith, addressing his brother. 

‘About three days,’ answered Angus; ‘the fit 
is weel-nigh over, he will be better to-morrow. — 
But come, gentlemen, don’t let the tappit-hen 
scraugh to be emptied. The kinga healtli, 
King (iJharles's health ! and may the Covenant- 
ing dog that refuses it go to heaven by the 
road of the Grassmarket ! ’ t 

The health was quickly pledged, and as fast 
succeeded by another, and another, and another, 
all of a 2 )arty cast, and enforoed in an earnest 
manner. Captain Dalgetty, however, thought 
it necessary to enter a protest. 

‘ Gentlemen cavaliers, ’ he said, ‘ I drink these 
Jiealtlis, privio, both out of respect to this 
honourable and hospitable roof-tree, and, »e- 
cmdo, because I hold it not good to be proceed 
in such matters, iiUcr pocula ; but 1 protest, 
agreeable to the W’arrandice granted by ’Hiis 
honourable lord, that it shall be free to me, not- 
w'itbstauding my present complaisance, to take 
serxdce with the Covenanters to-morrow, pro- 
vided I shall be so minded.’ 

M‘Aulay and his English guests stared at 
this declaration, which would have certainly 
bred new disturlknce, if Lord Menteith had not 
taken up the affair, and explained the circum- 
stances and conditions. ‘ I tnist, ’ he concluded, 
* we shall be able to secure Captain Halgetty's 
assistance to our own party.* 

* (See Noii!^ to Guy Mannering.] ^ .. 

t (formerly the place of Execution in Edinburgh*! 



^0 


mmi$ 


^ M protest, as the 

OApWn BB^a, liiAt nothii^ thft htjts massed this 
0VaS)iQg, ,iiot eveuhi8 liaviug eat'en my bread and 
aadt, and. pledged me in brandy, Bourdeaux, or 
usqittebae:^ shall prejudice my cleaving him to 
the neckbone.' 

shall be heartily welcome,’’ said the 
captain,, ‘provided my sword cannot keep my 
head, which it has done in worse dangers than 
your feud is likely to make for me.’ 

&re Lord Menteith again interposed, and the 
concord of the company being with no small 
difficulty restored, was cemented by some deep 
carouses. Xiord hlentelth, however, contrived to 
break up the, party earlier than was the nsc^e of 
the castle, under pretence of fatigue and indis- 
position. This w'as somewhat to the disap{)oitit- 
ment of the valiant captain, who, among other 
habits acquired in the Low Countries, had ao- 
quired both a dispositibn to drink, and a 
capaoity to bear, an exorbitant quantity of 
strong liquors. 

Their landlord ushered them in person to a 
sort of sleeping gallery, in which there was a 
four-post bed, with tartan ciiiiains, and a 
number of cribs, or long hanqters, placed along 
the wall, three of which, well stuffed wdtJi 
blooming heather, were prepai'ed for the recep- 
tion of guests. 

‘I need not tell your lordship,’ said M‘Aulay 
to Lord Menteith, a little apart, ‘ oiir Highland 
mode of quartering. Only that, not liking you 
should sleep in the room alone with this German 
lAUdlouper, 1 have caused your servants’ beds to 
be made here in the gallery. By G — d, my lord, 
these are times when men go to bed with a throat 
hale and sound as over swallowed brandy, and 
before next moniiug it may be gaping like an 
oyster-shell,’ 

Lord Menteith thanked him sincerely, saying, 
‘It was just the arrangement he would have 
roquested ; for, although he had not the least 
apprehension of violence from Captain Dalgetty, 
yet Anderson was a better kind -of person, a sort 
of gentleman, whom he always liked to have 
near his person.’ 

*1 have not seen this Anderson,’ said M‘Aulay ; 
‘ did you hire him in England V 

‘ I did so,' said Lord Menteith ; ‘ you will see 
the man to-moiTow ; in the meantime 1 wish you 
good-night.’ 

His host left the apartment after the evening 
salutation, and was about to T>ay the same com- 

S iment to Captain Dalgetty, out observing him 
leply engaged in the discussion of a huge pitcher 
filled with brandy-posset, he thought it a pity to 
diatiirb him in so laudable an employment, and 
took his leave without further ceremony. 

Lord Menteith’s two attendants entered the 
apiu'tment almost immediately after his de- 
partttia. The good captain, who was now some- 
what eiioumbered with his good cheer, began to 
fiiiid the. undoing of the clasps of hisormour a 
task sodiewhat difficult, and ^dressed Anderson 
iU these words, interrupted by a slight hiccup,— 
luy good friend, you may read in 
. Jeriphaife that he that putteth off his armour 
•Jilh^d.nbt hoast hitoself like he thot putteth it 
helieve that is not the right word of com- 
j truth of ^ t am dike to 


sleep in my corselet, likesnafiy an honest /4iow 
that never waked again, Inlesa you qnlq^ this’ 
buckle.’ • 

‘ Undo his armour, SilKMild,’ said An4m^ to 
the other servant. i - 

‘By St. Andrew!’ exclaimeil the esplniii/ 
turning round in gr^t astonishment^ 'hbro'e s. 
common fellow— a stipendiary with four 
a-year and a livery cloak, thinks himself too 
to serve Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty of Dram- 
thwacket, who has studied humanuy , at the 
Marischal College of Aberdeen, and serVe^ half 
the princes of Europe ! ’ , ,,a , 

‘ Captain Dalgetty,’ said Lord Menteiih, whose 
lot it was to stand peacemaker throughout the 
evening, ‘please to understand |hat Ande^^U 
I waits moil no one but myself ; but I will help 
SibbalcTto undo your corselet with much pleasure. ' 

‘ Too much trouble for you, my lord,’ said Dal- 
getty ; ‘ and yet it would do you no harm to 
practise how a handsome harness is put on and 
put oif. I can step in and out of mine like a ■ 
glove ; only to-night, although not ehrimy 1 am, 

I in the classic phrase, vino ciboqiie gravatus,* ’ 
I By this time he was uiishoUed, and stood before 
the fire, musing, with a face of drunken wisdom, 
on the events of the evening. What seemed 
chiefly to interest him was the character of Allan 
M‘Aulay. ‘To come over the Englishman so 
cleverly with his Highland torch-bearers— eight 
bare-breeched Rories for six silver candlesticks ! 
— it was a master-piece — a fm-r-de-petsse — ^it w'as 
]icrfcct legerdemain — and to bo a madman after 
ail ! — 1 doubt greatly, my lord ’ (shaking his 
head), ‘ that I must allow him, notwithstanding 
his relationship tq your lordship, the privileges 
of a rational person, and either oatoon him suf- 
ficiently to expiate the violence offered to my 
])er8on, or else bring it to a matter of mortal 
arbitrament, as becometh an insulted cavalier.’ 

‘ If you care to hear a long story,’ said Lord 
Menteith, ‘at this time of night, 1 can tfill you 
how the circumstances of Allan’s birth account 
so well for his singular character as to put such 
satisfaction entirely out of the question,^ * 

‘ A long story, my lord,’ said Gaptain Dalgetty, 
‘is, next to a good evening drauglit and a warm 
nigh teat), tlie best shoeing-hom for drawing on a 
sound sleep. And since your lordship is pleased 
to take the trouble to tell it, I shall rest your 
patient and obliged auditor.’ 

‘Andemou,’ said Lord Men teith^® and you, 
Sibbald, are dying to I suppose, of this 
strange nian too ; and I relieve I must imlulge 
your curiosity, that you may knowhow to behave 
to him in time of need. You haeji better 
the fire, then.’ 

Having thus assembled an audience aboigit him, 
Lord Menteith sat down upon the edge the 
four-jiost bed, while Captain Dalgetty, irip^g 
the relics of the posset from liis bea^ afid meus- 
tachios, and repeating the first veme. i fhe 
Lutheran psalm, A lie gtUm C/eister loim dm 
Herruy etc., roUed himself into one^the 
of repose, and, thrusting his sho<i pate, fom* 
between the blankets, listened to Lord hfantmiik’s 
relation in a most luxurious state, 
ing and waking. , , ^ 

‘The fiither,^ said Lord Menteith, ‘of 
brothers, Angns and Allan M‘Aulay, woaaipHtjtMe^ 
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timisi of f^nsidfiration yid family, being the <ihief 
of n Bigbland clan,' of good account, tnough not 
luunei^us ; his lady, the mother of those young 
itneh; iraa a geutlewomln of good family, if 1 may 
^ be ^mitted to say so of one nearly connected 
* -witn own. Her brother, an honourable and 
rairited young mn, obtained from James the 
math a grant of forestry and other privileges, 
over a K)yal chase adjacent to this castle ; and, 
in exercnring ind defending these rights, he 
was ;Bo unfoi’tunate as to involve himself in a 
quarrel with some of our Highland freebooters or 
oatcram, of whom, 1 think, Captain Dalgetty, 
you must have heard ? ’ 

‘And tliat I have,’ said the captain, exerting 
himself to antfvrer the apjKjaL ‘ Before I left the 
Marischal College of Aberdeen, Dugald Garr was 
playing the devil in the Garioch, and the Far* 
quharsons on Deeside, and the Clan Chattan on 
tne Gordon’s lands, and the Grants and Camerons 
in Morayland. And since that, 1 have seen the 
Cravats and Pandoiirs in Pannonia and Transyl- 
vania, and the Cossacks from the Polish frontier, 
and robbers, banditti, and barbarians of all 
countries besides, so that I have a distinct idea 
of your broken Highlandiuen.’ 

‘The clan,’ said Lord Menteitli, ‘with whom 
the maternal uncle of the M‘Au]ays had l)een 
placed in feud, was a small sept of banditti, 
called, from their houseless state, and their in- 
cessantly wandering among the mountains and 

§ len8, the Children of the Mist. They are a 
erco and hardy people, with all the irritability, 
and wild and vengeful jmssions, po|>er to men 
who have never known the restraint of civilised 
society. A party of them lay in wait for the un- 
fortunate Warden of the Forest, surprised him 
while hunting alone and unattended, and slew 
him with every circumstance of inventive cnielty. 
They cut off his head, and resolved, in a bravado, 
to exhibit it at the castle of his brother-in-law. 
,The laird was absent, and the lady reluctantly 
' received as guests, men against whom, perhaps, 
sh^was afraid to shut her gates. Refreshments 
were placed before the Children of the Mist, who 
took an opportunity to take the head of their 
victim from the plaid in which it was mapped, 
placed it on the table, put a piece of bread be- 
tween the lifeless jaws, bidding them do their 
office now, since many a good meal they had eaten 
at that m)le. The lady, who had been absent for 
some household purp^, entered at this moment, 
attd, upon beholding|P$r brother’s head, fled like 
an^ arrow out of the ^ouso into the woods, utter- 
ing ‘liiriek upon shriek. The ruffians, satisfied 
-frith this savage triumph, withdrew. The terri- 
fied menials, a^r overcoming the alarm to which 
they had been subjected, sought their unfortunate 
ittistress in eveiy direction, but she was nowhere 
to ^ found. The miserable husband returned 
ueiKt day, fnd, with the assistance of his people, 
underiioolc a more anxious and distant search, 
tut td equally little purpose. It was believed 
m^ersi^yvthat, in the ecstasy of her terror, she 
mlnat ciljieV have thrown herself over one of the 
liumerpus precipices which overhang the river, 
ot ikwo, deep lake about a mile firom the oastle. 
Her loss was the more lamented , as she was six 
advanced iu her pre^ncy; Angus 
IC‘Attiay, her eldest sOlii hay&igljeen bwn about 


eighteen m6nt& before.*-But I tli‘e you. Captain 
l)aifl«tty, #nd you seem inclined to sleep/ 

‘By no means,’ answered the soldier; ‘Jam 
no whit somnolent ; 1 always hear best with my 
eyes shut. It is a fashion I learned when' I stood 
sentinel.’ 

‘ And I dare say/ said Lord Menteith, aside to 
Anderson, ‘ the weight of the halberd of the ser- 
geant of the round often made him open them.’ 

Being apparently, however, in the humour of 
story-telling, the young nobleman went on^ ad- 
dressing himself chiefiy to his servants, willmut 
minding the slumbering veteran. 

‘ Every baron in the country,’ said he; ‘ now 
swore revenge for tliis dreadful crime. They took 
anus with the relations and brother-in-laW of the 
murdered person, and the Children of the Mist 
were hunted down, I believe, with as little mercy 
as they had themselves manifested. Seventeen 
heads, the bloody trophies of their vengeance, 
were distributed among the allies, and ted the 
crows upon the gates of their castles. The sur- 
vivors sought out more distant wildernesses, to 
which they retreated.’ 

‘To your right hand, counter-march, and re- 
treat to your former ground,’ said Captain Dal- 
getty ; the military phrase having pr^uoed the 
correspondent word of command ; and then start- 
ing up, professed he had been profoundly attentive 
to every woi*d that had been spoken. 

‘ It is the custom in summer,’ said Lord MeU- 
toith, without attending to his apology, ‘ to send 
the cows to the upland pastures to have the 
benefit of the grass ; and the maids of the v;illage 
and of the family go there to milk them in the 
morning and evening. While thus employed^ 
the females of this family, to their great tei^or, 
])erceived tlmt their motions were watched at a 
distance by a pale, thin, meagre figure, bearing 
a strong resemblance to their deces^ed mistress, 
and passing, of course, for her apparition. When 
some of the boldest resolved to approach this 
faded form, it fled from them into the woods 
with a wild shriek. The husband, informed of 
tliis circumstance, came up to the glen with some 
attendants, and took his measures so well as to 
intercept the retreat of the unhappy fugitive, 
and to secure the person of his unfortunate My, 
though her intellect proved to be totally da- 
ranged. How she supported herself during her 
wandering in the wooas, could not be known — 
some Bup^iosed she lived upon roots and wild 
berries, wiAi which *the woods at that season 
abounded ; but the greater part of the vulgar 
were satisfied that she must have subsisted vmon 
the milk of the wild does, or been nourished by 
the fairies, or supported in some manner equally 
marvellous. Her reappearance was more easily 
accounted for. She had seen from the thideet 
the milking of the cows, to su^rintond which 
had been her favourite domestio emplc^ent, 
and the habit hod prevailed even in her deranged 
state of mind. 

‘ In due season the unfortunate lady was de- 
livered of a boy, who not ottly showed no apr 
pearanoe of having suffered irom hil mother’s 
calamitieB, but appeared to be an infant of , un- 
common health strength, l^e unhappy 
mother, after her confinement^ recovered W 
tMt in a groat measare^ bail never 
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spirits; Allan her only joy. 
Hot fitea^tioh to him waaiunremitting ; and un- 
q^Mbonably eho most have impressed upon his 
early^mind many of those superstitious ideas to 
Whioh his nioody and enthusiastic temper gave so 
ri$ady a i:eception. She died when he was about 
W y^ars old. Her last words were spoken to 
him jn private ; but there is little doubt that 
thay opnveyed an ipjunction of vengeance upon 
Children of the Mist, with which he has since 
amply complied.* 

*From this moment the habits of Allan 
M^Aulay were totally changed. Ho had hitherto 
been his mother's constant companion, listening 
to her dreams and repeating his own, and feed- 
ing his imagination, which, probably from the 
ciroumstanoes preceding his birth, was constitu< 
tionally deranged, with all tlie wild and terrible 
superstitions so common to the mountaineers, to 
which his unfortunate mother had become mucli 
addicted since her brother’s death. By living in 
this , manner the boy had gotten a timid, wild, 
startled look, loved to seek out solitary places in 
the woods, and was never so much terrified as 
by the approach of children of the same age. I 
remember, although some years younger, being 
brought up here by my father upon a visit, nor 
can 1 forget the astonishment with which I saw 
this infant hermit shun every attempt I made to 
* engage him in the sports natural to our age. I 
can remember his fatner bewailing his di.s[>osition 
to mine, and alleging at the same time that it 
was impossible for him to take from his wife the 
company of the boy, as he seemed to be tlie only 
consolation that remained to her in this world, 
and as the amusement which Allan's society 
aibrded her seemed to prevent the recnn’encc, 
at least' in its full force, of that fearful malady 
by which she had been visited. But, after the 
death of his mother, the habits and manners of 
the boy seemed at once to change. It is true he 
remained as thoughtful and serious as before; 
and long fits of suence and abstraction sliow'cd 
plainly that his disposition, in this respect, was 
1ft no degi'ee altered. But at other times he 
sought out the rendezvous of the youth of the 
clan, which he had hitherto seemed anxious to 
avoid He took share ill all their exercises ; and. 


from his very extraordinary personal strength, 
soon excelled his brother and other youths, whose 
age considerably exceeded his own. They who 
had hitherto held him in coniemi>t, now feared, 
if they did not love him ; and insteald of Allan's 
being esteemed a dreaming, ivomanisli, and feeble- 
boy, those who encountered him in sports 
^ military exercise now complained that, when 
‘ strife, he was too apt to turn game 

ih|0 jEMH^t, and to forget that ne was only en- 
in a Mendly trial of strength. — But I speak 
tortge^ess ears,* said Lord Menteith, interrupt- 
for the captain's nose now gave the 
signs that he was fast locked 
ssE|nt nf oblivion. 

pi^iaeaft the esrs of that snorting swine, 
dd Anderson, ‘ they are, indeed, shut 
J that ycra can say ; nevertheless, this 
unfit for more private confence, I 
1*^11 have the goo^eu to proceed, for 

the ^ 



Bibbald’s benefit and forindne*, of 

this poor young fellow ^ 
interest in it* > \'t' 

'You must know, then*’pwkjeede4;l^ 
teith, ' that Allan continuad to „ 

strength and activity till his fifteenth;yeiir,f il^t 
wdiich time he assumed a total indepeltdedee of 
character and impatience of control, whhfth much 
alarmed his surviving parent. He was absent in 
the woods for whole days and nights^ nudeir pre« 
tenoe of hunting, though he did not al^yshliftg 
homo game. His father was the more luaihied, 
because several of the Children of the en- 
couraged by the increasing troubles of the State, * 
had ventured back to their old liouats, fion did 
he think it altogether safe to reilbw anyaittack 
n]K)n them. The risk of Allan, in his Wander- 
lugs, sustaining injury from these viudicti^firee- 
booters, was a perpetual source of apprehemdon; 

* 1 was myself upon a visit to the castle When 
this matter was brought to a crisis. Allah had 
been absent since daybreak in the woods, where 
1 had sought for him in vain ; it was a dark, stormy , 
night, and he did not return. His fath^ ex- 
pressed the utmost anxiety, and spoke of detach- 
ing a party at tlie dawn of morning in quest of 
him ; when, as we were sitting at the supper- 
table, the door suddenly opened, and Allan 
entered the room, with a proud, firm, and con- 
fident air. His intractability of temper, as well 
as the i\usettled state of his mind, had such an 
influence over his father that he suppressed all 
other tokens of displeasure, excepting the ob- 
servation that I had killed a fat buck, and had 
returned before sunset, while he supposed Allan, 
w’ho had been on the hill till midnight, had re- 
turned with empty hands. “Are you jsnire of 
that?” said Allan fiercely; ^^lere is something 
will tell you another tale.” 

‘We now observed his hands were bloody, and 
that there were spots of blood on his faeg, and* 
waited the issue with impatience; when sad-, 
dehly, undoing the corner of his plaid, he rolled 
down on the table a human head, bloody and 
new severed, saying at the same time, “Lie thou 
where tlie head of a better man lay before yo.'* 
From the haggard features and matted rod hair 
and beard, partly grizzled with age, his father 
and others present recognised the head of Hector 
of the Mist, a well-known leader among the out- 
laws, redoubted for strength and ferc^ity, who 
had been active in the m^der of tlif unforl^- 
ate Forester, uncle to Am, and had esca^ 
by a desperate defence and?xtraordinary aj^lt^, 
when so many of his companions were destlAy^. 
W^e were all, it may be believed, stmdk Wlh 
surprise, but Allan refused to mtify our 
osity; and we only ooiijectured that ho iiiSst 
have overcome the outlaw after a 
straggle, because we discovered that ho^hi4 
sustained several wounds from the M 

measures were now taken to ensture 
the vengeance of the freebooters ; bat lielmr 
his wounds, nor the positive 1#^Ms 

lather, nor even the loddng of the gatee^^'^e * 
castle and the doors of his apartaftenl, 
cautions adequate to promt Allan 
out the very persons to whom he Waa pOOTSdhr 
obftoxiousr He mkde hie tbscam ^ n^ht #«a 
the window of the eparttniat, and, landing at 
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l^jo'jMd of,(Oii«, tipon anothei: those of two, 
of Chfldfeo t>i tl^o Mist. At length these 
they were, became appalled by the 
animosity and audacity with which 
' ' out their recesses. As he never 


I to encounter any odds, they concluded 
ihat V ^J^t bear a charmed life, or hght under 
, the ^ardlanship of some supernatural influence. 
Keimer gun/ .wk, nor dourlach,* they said, 
availed ft^ht aminst him. They imputed this 
to vthc remarkcwle circumstances under which 
he wail bom ; and at length five or six of the 
atontest caterans of the Highlands would have 
'fled at Allan’s halloo, or the blast of his horn. 

^ In the uAanwhile, however, the Children of 
the Mist calried on their old trade, and did the 
M^Aulays, os well as their kinsmen and allies, 
as much mischief as they could. This provoked 
another expedition against the tribe, in which I 
my rfiare ; wo surprised them offeotually 
W besetting at once the upper and under jmsaes 
of ^e country, and made such clean work as is 
usual on these occasions, biiming and slaying 
nght before us. In tliis terrible species of war 
ev6m the females and the helpless do not always 
esoape. One little maiden alone, who smiled 
upthi Allan’s drawn dirk, escaped his vengeance 
Ujpon my earnest entreaty. "She was brought to 
the castle, and here bred up under the name of 
Annot Lyle, the most beautiful little fairy 
certainly that ,evcr danced upon a heath by 
moonlight. It was long ere Allan could endure 
the presence of the chud, until it occurred to 
his imamnation, from her features, jierhaps, that 
she did not belong to the* hated blood of his 
euemiesi but had become their captive in some 
of their incursions ; a circumstance not in itself 
impossible, but iu which ho believes as flrmly as 
in liolv writ. He is particularly delighted by 
her ^ul in music, which is so exquisite, that she 
far exceeds the best performers in this country 
iu playing on the clairshacli, or harp. It was 
Idificoverea that this produced upon the disturbed 
/sphits bf Allan, in nis gloomiest moods, bene- 
* lieial eflTeots, similar to those experienced by the 
/Jewish monarch of old ; and so engaging is the 
tamper of Annot Lyle, so fascinating the inno- 
and gaiety of her disposition, that she is 
eimsidered and treated in the castle rather as 
sist^ of the proprietor than^ as a dependent 
U|Mm his^oharityl mdeed, it is impossible for 
huy: «ue to see hjjplJiout being deeply interested 
ingenuity, 'liveliness, and sweetness of 
iu^Vsposition.’ 

s iJlAkenare, my lord,’ said Anderson, smiling; 
tibere'le danger in such violent commendations, 

L iUfAulay, as yourdordship describes him, 

■ ove no vexy safe rival.* 


V * Fboh 1 pooh 1 ’ said Lord Menteith, laughing, 
y«t bidshic^ at the same time ; * Allan is not 
' toMsible to ^the paesion of love ; and for my- 
he more gravely, ^Annot’s unknown 
le a,flliffif»ent reason against serious designs, 
ber unprotected state precludes every other.* 
is spoken like youmelf, my lora/ said 
I trust, you n^ill proceed with 
■■:j^.iiiter 08 ring story/ . . 

■ - --i-.'! 

' arrows. 


’ It ie welLifl^i finished,' said Lord Menteith ; 

‘ I hate only to add, that from the great strength 
and courage of Allan M'Aulay, from hiseneigetio 
and uncontrollable disposition, and from an 
opinion generally entertained and encouraged 
by himself, that he holds communion with 
supernatural beings and can predict future 
events, the clan pay a much mater di^;ree of 
deference to him than even to nis brother, who 
is a bold-hearted, rattling Highlander, but with 
nothing which can possibly rival the 'extra- 
ordinary character of his younger brother.’ 

'Such a character,' said Anderson, 'cannot 
but have the deepest effect on the minds of a 
Highland host. Wo must secure Allan, jx£y 
lord, at all events. What between his bravery 
and his second sight ’ 

' Hush ! ’ said Lord Menteith, * that owl is 
awaking.’ 

' Do you talk of the second sight, or deutero- 
scopia f ’ said the* soldier ; ‘ I remember memor- 
able Major Munro telling me how Murdoch 
Mackenzie, born in Assint, a private gentleman 
in a company, and a pretty soldier, foretold the 
death of Donald Tough, a LoohaW man, and 
certain other persons, as well as the hurt of the 
major himself at a sudden onfall at the siege of 
Trailsund.* 

' 1 have often heard of this faculty/ observed 
Anderson, ' but I have always thought those 
pretending to it were either enthusiasts or 
im}>ostors/ 

'I should be loath,’ said Lord Menteith, 'to 
apply either character to my kinsman Allan 
M'Aulay. Ho has shown on many occasions 
too much acuteness and sense, of which yon this 
night had an instance, for the character of an 
enthusiast ; and his h%h sense of honour and 
manliness of disposition free him from the 
charge of imposture.’ 

'Your lordship, then,’ said Anderson, ' is /a 
believer in his supernatural attributes V , 

' By no means, ^ said the young nobleman^^ * 1 
think that he persuades himself that the.mricdic- 
tions, which are in reality the result of ju(^m^t 
and reflection, are supernatural impressiox^f mi 
his mind, just as fanatics conceive the wotkixigs 
of their own imagination to be divine insphwtioii 
— at least, if this wull not serve you, Ajndersoily 
I have no better explanation to ^ve ; and it is 
time we were all asleep after the toilsome jouruey 
of the day.* . . 


' CHAPTER VI. - 

Coming events cast their shadows before. ’ 

, CAMPsaiki 

At an early hour in the morning the guests 
of the castle s^ug from their repose;; iMEld, 
after a moments private conversaUon wiHt his 
attendants. Lord Menteith addressed the soHdier, 
w'ho was eeated in a comer burnishing his Wse- 
let with rot-stone and chamois leather, %hllehe 
hummed the old song in honour of thoTietorious 
Gustayus Adolj^us, — 

allets are flyieg, 4 
boys, irttht ftev^ fear 


W^n cannbes are roatlng. and \ 
The lad that WouWhaVe nbnour, 

" dating*'’"'' ‘ 
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* Dal^tty / said Lord Menteith, ‘the 
time » come that we mat part, or become 
eosooradas in sarvioe.' 

^ Sot befort breakfast, I hope ? ’ said Captain 

t^^uld have thought,* replied his lordship, 

^ that your garrison was victualled for tliree days 
at least.* 

f 1 have still some stowage left for l)eef and 
bahttooks,' said the captain; ‘and I never 
miss a favourable opportunity of renewing my 
supplies.* 

^but,’ said Lord Menteith, ‘no judicious 
commander allows either flags of truce or 
neutrals to remain in his camp longer than is 
prudent ; and therefore w^e must Know your 
mind « exactly, according to which you shall 
either have a safe-conduct to depart in peaces 
or 1^ welcome to remain with us.’ 

‘Truly,** said the captain, ‘that being the 
case, I. will not attempt to protract the capitula- 
tion by a counterfeited parley (a thing excellently 
practised by Sir James Hamsay at the siege of 
nannau, in the year' of God 1<)3G), but I will 
frankly own, that if I like your pay as well as 
your provant and your company, I care not how 
soon 1 take the oath to your colours.* 

‘Our pay,’ said Lord Menteith, ‘must at 
present be small, since it is paid out of the 
common stock raised by the few amongst us 
who can command some funds# — As major and 
adjutant, 1 dare not promise Captain Dalgetty 
more than half a dollar a day.* 

‘ The devil take all halves and quarters ! ’ said 
the captain ; ‘ were it in my option, I could no 
more consent to the halving of that dollar, than 
the woman in the Jud^ent of Solomon to the 
disseveiment of the child of her bowels.* 

‘The parallel will scarce hold, Captain Dal- 
getty, for I think you would rather consent to 
the dividing of the dollar, than give it up entire 
to your competitor. However, in the way of 
arrears, I may promise ^ou the other half-dollar 
at the end of the campai^.* 

‘Ah, these arrearages !^said Captain Dalgetty, 

‘ that are always promised, and always go for 


my father’^ Jibuse by thtiieffirB. Alifd ^ 

Lord Menteith, I am ybum^hand 
body and soul, till death do us part, 'or tf thie 
end of the next campaign, whichever evet^’lthan 
first come to pass.* ■ : , . 

‘ And I,* said the young nobleman, ' ‘idt^' tho 
bargain by a month’s pay in advance.* ' 

‘That is more than necessary,' said Dalgetfy, < 
pocketing the money, however. ‘But nbw l 
I must go down, look after my war-saddle and 
I abiilziements, and see that Gustavus has his 
morning, and tell him we have taken new 
service.” * 

j ‘There goes your precious recruit,’ said Lbrd 
Menteith to Anderson, as the captain left tho 
room ; ‘ I fear we shall have little cMit of him,’ 
‘He is a man of the times, hoWever,' said 
Andcison ; ‘ and without such we should hardly 
be able to carry on our enterprise.* 

‘Let us go down,’ answered Lord Mentetthi 
‘and see how our muster is likely to ‘thrive, for ^ 
I hear a good deal of bustle in the castle.* 

When they entered the hall, the domestics 
keeping modestly in the background, morning 
greetings passed between Lord Menteith, Angus 
M‘Aulay, and his English guests, while Allan, 
occupying the same settle which he had filled 
the preceding evening, paid no attention what- 
ever to any one. 

Old Donald hastily rushed into the apartment. 

‘ A message from Vich Alister More ; * he is 


coming up in the evening.* 

‘ With now many attendants 1 * said M‘Aulay. 
‘ Some five-and» twenty or thirty,* said Donald, 
‘ his ordinary retinue.' 


nothing 1 s^m, Austiia, and Sweden, all sing 
one song. Oh, long life to the Hoganmogans ! 
If they were no oflicers or soldiers, they were 
good paymasters. — And yet, my loixl, if 1 could 
but be made certiorate that my natural heredita- 
ment of Drumthwacket had fallen into possession 
of any of these loons of Covenanters, who could 
be, m the event of our success, conveniently 
niMe a traitor of, I have so much value for that 
fertile and pleasant spot, that I would e’en take 
on. with you for the campaign.’ 

‘I oon resolve Captain Dalgetty’a question,* 
said Sibbald, Lord Menteith’s second attendant ; 
‘for if hts estate of Drumthwacket be, as 1 con- 
cei^f^ Hie long waste moor so called, that lies 
south of Aberdeen, I can tell him it 
waOlot^ly iniichased by Elias Strachan, as rank 
a t;sM.bsWer swore the Covenant’ 

hound I’ said Captain Dal- 
» ‘what the devil gave him the 
Simnra^ m of a family 

ibi ;,jfoni^5:Iiuiiared yei^m’ standing? — Oynthius 
"" ib used ;to say bt Itoischal 

1^ } I wiU, him out df 


‘Shake down plesity of straw in the great 
barn,* said the laird. 

Another servant here stumbled hastily in, 
announcing tlie expected approach of Sir Heetor 
M‘Lean, ‘ who is arriving ivith a laiwe following.' 

‘Put them in the malt-kiln,* said M'AqJay ; 
‘and keep the breadth of the midden -st^id 
between them and the M ‘Donalds; they are 
but unfriends to each other. * • 

Donald now re-entered, his visage considerably 
lengthened.— ‘The teil’s i* the folkj* ho. said;, 
‘the hale Hielands are asteer, 1 think. Evan 
Dhn, of Lochiel, ^nll be here in an hour, with 
Lord kens how many gillies.’ 

‘ Into the great barn with them, beside the 
M ‘Donalds,* said tlie laird. ^ 

More and more chiefs |mre aimouSced, the 
least of whom w'ould havelMouiited iideiuget- 
ory to his dignity to stir without a retinim^^ 
six or seven iiersons. To every new anniuticda- 
tion Angus M‘Aulay answered by boiiie 

place of accommodation, — the stables, tlie left, 
the cow-house, the she(^, every domes^ ofilcei 
were destined for the night to some hoimttnbk 

R se or other. At length the aniiral of 
ujml of Lorn, after all his means ei 
commodation were exhausted, reduced him ^9 ' 


noia miv more, n they would Ue heade 
thravrs ; but there would be dfawn dirks aidii% 
them which should lie uppermostj and aoi1«ro 
should have bloody puddings before f . 

* The patronymic of MacDoneU of Olangany. 
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it^ds All fusT said Alka, starting 
Ujp^faad omitkg forward the slern abrupt- 
uwjofh^ usual manner ; 'are the Gael to-*day 
dMlW flesh or wliitcr blood than their fathers 
were ? Knohk the head out of a cask of usquebae ; 

be their night-gear— their plaids their 
bedolothes — the blue sky their canopy, and tho 
hither their conch. — Come a thousand more, 
and they would not quarrel on the broad heath 
forwantof rodm.’ • 

1 ^ Allan is right,’ said his brother ; * it is very 
odd. how Allan, who, between ourselves, ’ said ho 
to Mulgrave, *is a little wowf,* seems at times to 
have more sense than us all put together. Observe 
1dm xtow.’ 

• ‘Yes/ continued Allan, fixing his eyes with a 
’ ghastly stare upon the opposite side of the hall, 
‘ 1^®y may well begin as they are to end ; many 
a mail will sleep this night upon the heath, that 
when the Martinmas wind ^all blow shall lie 
there stark enough, and reck little of cold or lack 
of covering,’ 

*Do not forespeak us, brother,* said Angus; 
* that is not lucky.’ 

^ And what luck is it then that you expect ? ’ 
said Allan; and, straining* his eyes until they 
almost started from tlieir sockets, he fell with a 
convulsive shudder into the arms of- Donald and 
his brother, who, knowing the nature of his fits, 
had come near to prevent his fall. They seated 
him upon a benoh, and supported him until he 
came to himself, and was about to speak. 

* For God’s sake, Allan,’ said his brother, who 
knew the^ impression his mystical words were 
likely to niaKe ou many of the guests, ^say 
nothing to discourage us.^ * 

* Am I he who discourages you ? ' said Allan ; 
4et overv man face his weird as I shall face 
mine. Tuat which must come, will come ; and 
we shall stride gallantly over many a field of 
viotegy, ere' we reach yon fatal slaughter-place, 
or tread yon sable scanolds.’ 

* 'What slaughter-place ? what scaffolds ? * ex- 
claimed severed voices ; for Allan’s renown as a 
seer was generally established in the Highlands. 

‘ You will know that but too soon,’ answered 
AUan. * Speak to me no more, I am weary of your 
questions. ^ He th en pressed h is hand against his 
brow, rested his elbow upon his knee, and sunk 
into a deep reverie. 

'Send^ior Annot Lyle and the harp,’ said 
Angus, u} a whisper, to his servant, *and let 
those gentlemen fBliW me who do not fear a 
Hii^land breakfast. ’ 


All accompanied tlieir hospitable landlord, ex- 
erting only Lord Menteitb, who lingered in one 
of deep embrasures formed by the windows of 
^ lull}, > Annot Lyle shortly after glided into 
the wm, not ill described by Lord Menteith as 
bdng the lightest and most faiiy figure that ever 
tod' the tntf by moonlight. Her stature, con- 
sid^rably less , than the ordinary sto of women, 
gavis^her the appearance of extreme youth, inso- 
nn^eb that; although she waa near dghteen, sHe 
have passed for four years younger. Her 
hands, and feet were formed upon a model 
Om <lii'lsite s^metiy with the ^ze and lightness 
(dl neuperson, so that Titania herself could scarce 




have found a more fitting representative. Her 
hair was a dtrk shade af the colour usually termed 
flaxen, whose clustering ringlets suited admirably 
with her lair complexion, and with tlie playful, 
yet simple expression of her features. "V^^en we 
add to these charms, that Annot, in her orphan 
state, seemed the gayest and happiest bf maidens, 
the reader must allow us to claim for her the 
interest of almost all who looked on her; In 
fact, it was impossible to find a more universal 
favourite, and she often came among the nide 
inhabitants of the castle, as Allan himself^ in a 
poetical mood, expressed it, ' like a sunbeoto 
a sullen sea,’ coininmiicating to all others the 
cheerfulness that filled her own mind. 

Annot, such as we have described her, smiled 
and blushed, when, on entering the apartment, 
Lord Menteith came from his place oPretirement, 
and kindly wished her good morning. 

‘ And good morning to you, my lord,’ returned 
she, extending her hand to her friend ; * we have 
seldom seen you of late at the castle, and noW 1 
fear it is with no peaceful purpose.* 

* At least, let me not interrupt your harmony, 
Annot,* said Lord Menteith, * tnongh my arrival 
may breed discord elsewhere. My cousin AUan 
ne^s the assistance of your voice and music.* 

‘ My preserver,’ said Annot Lyle, * has a right 
to my poor exertions ; and you, too, my lord, — 
you, too, are my preserver, and were the most 
active to save a life that is worthless ^ough, 
unless it can benefit my protectors.’ 

So saying, she sat down at; a little distance 
upon the bench on which Allan MAulay was 
placed, and, tuning her clairshach, a small harp, 
about thirty inches in height, she accompanied 
it with her voice. The air was an ancient Gaelio 
melody, and the words, which were spppos^ to 
be very old, were in the same language ; but we 
subjoin a translation of them, by Seoundus Mac- 
pherson, Esq. of Glenforgen, which, although 
.submitted to the fetters of English rhythm, we 
trust will be found nearly as genuine as the Ver- 
sion of Ossian by his celebrated namesake. ' 

I. 

Birds of omen dark and foul, 

Night-crow, raven, bat and owl, 

Leave the sick man to his dream— 

All night long he heard your scream — ' 

Haste to cave and ruin'd tower, 

Ivy-tod or dingled bower, 

There to wink and mope, for, hark I 
In the mid air sings the lark. 

II. 

Hie to moorish gillc and rocks. 

Prowling wolf and wily fox, — 

Hie you fast? nor turn your view; , 

Though the lamb bleats to the ewe. 

Couch your trains, and speed your flight. 
Safety parts with parting night ; 

And on dbtant echo borne, 

Comes the hunter's early born. 

III. 

The moon’s wan crescent scarcely glmif, : 
Ghost-like .she fadei^ in morning beams; ■ 

H,ie Hence each peevim imp and lay, ' ' 
That scare the pdgrtm on his why r a 
Qp^ch, kelpy!, queiich> in. bog and ihn, > 

Thf torch cheats benights 
Thy diWHsI^ Ur d’br, thy reign is dohe, . 
hath seen the sun. 
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4ar1c» imd de^i 
jpa 9 sive ixuna in sleep, 

_ ‘sluaiberer's soul away, 

from the brow of day: 

Vbi^r whose blasted visage grim 
.„th«r$ the puls& unnerves the limb, 
dr thy dark palfrey, and begone 1 
hou dlurest not face the godlike sun. 

strain proceeded, Allan M^Aiilay gradii- 
idly jgave signs of recovering liis jireseuce of 
^ild and attention to the objects around him. 

deep-knit fiirrows of his brow relaxed and 
smoothea themselves ; and the rest of his features, 
which had seottied contorted with internal agony, 
rek{Mi into a more natural state. When he 
raisM his head and sat upright, his countenance, 
though still deeply melancholy, was divested of 
its wildness and ferocity; anil in its com posed 
stae^ although by no means handsome, the ex- 
prei»ion of his features was striking, manly, and 
even noble. His thick brown eyebrows, which 
hed hitherto been drawn close together, were now 
sl^tly separated, 9 ^ in the natural state ; and 
his grey eyes, which had rolled and flashed from 
under them with an unnatural and portentous 
gleam, now recovered a steady and determined 
expression. 

‘Thank God ! * he said, after sitting silent for 
about a minute, until the very last sounds of the 
liarp had ceased to vibrate, * my soul is no longer 
darxened — the mist hath passed from my spirit.* 
‘You owe thanks, cousin Allan,* said Lord 
Menteith, coming forward, *to Annot Lyle, as 
well as to Heaven, for this happy change in your 
tnelanoholy mood.’ 

‘ My noble cousin Menteith,* said Allan, rising 
and greeting him very respectfully, as well as 
kind^, * has known my nnnappy circumstances 
^ long, that his goodness will require no excuse 
for my being thus late in bidding him welcome 
to the castle.* 

- ‘We are too old acquaintances, Allan,’ said 
tiDid Menteith^ ‘and too good friends, to stand on 
the oeremonial of outward greeting ' but half the 
Highland will be here to-day, and you know, 
vdw otuf mountain chiefs ceremony must not be 
Uedeoted. What will you give little Annot for 
mmng you flt company to meet Evan I)hu, and 
I'kuow not how many bonnets and feathers ? * 

‘ W^t will he give me 1 * said Annot, smiling ; 
less, I nope, than the best ribl)on at 
theJtfirof Doune.* 

> of Poune, Annot?* said Allan sadly ; 

‘ ' 1^11 be bloody work before that day, and 

1 lUay heVer see it ; but you have well reminded 
0r%j^t I hsve long intended to do.* 
said this, he left the room, 
he talk long in this manner,’ said 
hfeuteithi ‘ you must keep your harp in 
dear Annot.* 

hot,' said Annot anxiously ; ‘this fit 
Olio, and probably will not soon 
fearful to see a mind, naturally 
md affectionate, afflicted By this con- 
fmalady.’ -- 

m h Inw and confidential tone, 
;th nji^^lly dre!w doss, and stooped 
the sense 

, J. Allan saMenlyrsntered 




new, oil if < . 

wished keep secret 1 „ 

6sca]M Allan's observation; he 4.^ 

the door of the apartment— his bro^ii^ i 

traoted—liis eyes rolled; But it vvaS^id^'^h 
paroxysm of a moment. Ho passed 
sinewy hand across bis brow% as if to dhUtenste 
these signs of emotion, and advane^ 

Annot, holding in his hand a very smaU tex, 
made of oak-wood, curiously inlaid. ‘1; ts^e 
you to witness,* he said,' ‘ cousin Menteith,, Jhat 
1 give this box and its contents to Annot^ Lyle. 
It contains a few ornaments that belonged td.my 
poor mother— of trifling value, you may gu^ 
for the wife of a Highland laird Has sel<!<^ a 
rich jewel-casket.* ^ • 

‘ Hut those ornaments,* said Annot Lyle, gdhtly 
and timidly refusing the box, ‘ belong the 

family — I cannot accept ’ < V ‘ ' 

‘ They belong to me alone, Annot,* said Allan,, 
interriij)ting her ; ‘ they were my mother's dyihg 
bequest. Tliey are all I can call my own, excej^ 
m}' plaid and my claymore. Take them, thCre^ 
fore — they are to me valueless trinkets — and keep 
them for my sake — %bould I never return from 
these wars.’ * '■ 

So saying, he o[)oned the case, and presented 
it to Annot. ‘If,* said he, ‘they are of any 
value, dispose of them for your own support, 
when this house has been consumed with hostile 
fire, and can no longer afford you protection. 
But keep one ring in memory of Allan, who has 
done, to requite your kindness, if ^ot all ho 
wished, at least all he could.’ 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vain to restr^u 
the gatheiing tears, when she said, ‘ Om ring, 
Allan, I will accept from you as a memorial of 
your goodness to a }>oor orphan, but do not press 
me to take more ; for I cannot, and will not, 
accejt a gift of such disproportioned value,^ 

‘ Make your choice, then,* said Allwi ; ^our 
delicacy may be well founded ; the others will 
assume a shape in which they may be more use- 
ful to you,* 

‘Tliink not of it,* said Annot, choosing from 
the contents of the casket a ring, apparently thb 
most trifling in value wdiicji it contain^ ; \kesp 
them for your own, or your brother's bride*— 
But, good heavens ! * she said, intenmpting W- 
self, and looking at the ring, ‘ w'bat is that 
I have chosen ? ’ . • .1 

Allan hastened to looAenon it, With #6S 
of gloomy apprehension ; it bore, in 
death’s head above two crossed daggers. ^ 

Allan recognised the device, Be uttered ^ 
deep, that she d replied the ring from her hpifd, 
which rolled upon the floor. IjiOrd 
picked it up, and returned it to the;,:tS^hdA^ 
Annot. '■ 

‘ I take God to witness, ’ said Allan, i 
tone, ‘ that ymr hand, young lord, Aiwf 
has again delivered to her this Bl-otne ' * 

It was the mourning ring worn by toy*n 
memorial of her murderS brother/ 



call Lord Menteith and 

luck,fo the poor .<^han,‘ '' ^ ‘ ' 
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4 »ycd each other at A dietanoe 
vdth ICfoki emulation, incui&itiye mmoeity, or 
hostile myerolenoe;* but tne most astounding 
part the assembly, at least to a Lowlana 
ear, was the rival performance of the bagpipers. 
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opinion each of the superiority of his own tribe, 
joined to the most overweening idea of the im- 
portance connected with his profession, at first 
performed their various plbroolis in front each 
of his own clan. At length, however, as the 
bladL-GOoks towards the end of the season, when, 
in sportsman’s language, they arc said to Hock or 
crowd, attracted together by the sound of each 
other’s triumphant crow, even so did the pipers, 
swelling their plaids and tartans in the same 
trii^phant manner in which the birds niffle up 
their feathers, begin to approach each other 
within such distance as might give to their 
brethren a samxde of their skill. Walking with- 
in a short interval, and eyeing each other with 
looks in whioh self-importance and debance 
ini^t be traced, they strutted, puffed, and plied 
their sorearaiiig instruments, each x>le.ying his 
own favourite tune witli siicli a din, that if an 
Italian musician had lain buried within ten miles 
of them, he must have risen from the dead to 
run out of hearing. 

The chieftains meanwhile had assembled in 
close conclave in the great hall of tlfe castle. 
Among them were the peraons of the greatest 
consequejnee in the Highlands, some of them 
attracted by zeal for the royal cause, and many 
by aversion to that severe and general domina- 
tion, which the Marquis of Avgyle, since his 
rising to such influence in the state, had ex- 
ercised over his Highland neighbours. That 
statesman, indeed, though possessed of consider- 
able abilities and great power, had failings 
which rendered him unpopular among the High- 
land chiefs. The devotion which he jirofessed 
was of a morose and fanatical character; Ips 
ambition applied to be insatiable, and inferior 
diiefa complained of his want of bounty and 
liberality. Add to this, that although a High- 
lander, and of a family distinguished for valoiu* 
before and since, Gillespie Grumach* (which, 
from an obliquity in his ^es, was the personal 
distlncUon he bore in the Highlands, where titles 
of nmk, are unknown) was suspected of being a 
l^etter man in the cabinet than in the held. He 
s^d biji[ tribe were particularly obnoxious to the 
and the McLeans, two numerous 
who, though disunited by ancient i'euds, 
agrM in an intense dislike to the Campliells, or, 
:i^ oalled, the Children of Diarmid. 

, J^;a$Qcte time the assembled chiefs remained 
nUtd spme one should open the business 
At length, one of the most 
pOwMid qf them commenced the diet by saying, 
been summoned hither, Sl'Aulay, 
matters coneeniing the 


matters coneeniing the 
flBlto and those of the state ; and we 
IJttSjew' by whom they are to be explained 


, ' ilpi^ strength did not lie in oratory, 

in(£|ii|i to wish that Lord Meutesth should 

With great 


modesty, and at the same «ma Mfh 
young lord said, * ho wished what hq 
to propoOl had come firbm soAe p^^U of 
kno^ and more established chtooteri ' 
however, it lay with him to be spokeSq3lah,;ho 


who wished to throw off the base yoke^Whh^ 
fanaticism had endeavoured to wreathe 
their necks, had not a moment to lose, ^e 
Covenanters,’ he said, 'after having twice made 
war upon their sovereign, and having extorted 
from him eveiy request, reasonable or unreasoU^ 
able, wliich they thought proper to deltoid — 
after their chiefs had been loaoed with dignities 
and favours — after having imblicly declared, 
when his Majesty, after a gracious^ visit to the 
land of his nativity, was ux)oii his return to 
England, that he returned a contented king fVom 
a contented people, — after all this, and v^thout 
even the x>retext for a national grievance, the 
same men have, upon doubts and suspicions, 
e(pially dishonourabLe to tbo king and ground- 
less in themselves, detached a strong army to 
assist his rebels in England, in a quarrel witli 
which Scotland had no more to do than she has 
with the wars in Germany. It was well,’ hs said, 

' that the eagerness witli which this treasonable 
Xmrpose was pursued, had blinded the junta who 
now usurped the government of Scotland to the 
risk which they were about to incur. The army 
which they had despatched to England under old 
Leven comprehended their veteran soldiers, the 
strength of those armies which had been levied 
in Scotland during the two fomer wars 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to rise, 
for the x>ui'jK)se of explaining how many veteran 
officers, trained in the German wars, were, to his 
certain knowledge, in the army of the Earl of 
Leven. ^ut Allan M ‘Aulay, holding him down 
in his seat with one liand, pressed the fore-finger 
of the other ui)on his own lips, and, th^gh 
with some difficulty, prevented nis interference. 
Captain Dalgetty looked upon him with a very 
scornful and indignant air, by which the othqf a 
gravity was in no way moved, and Lord Menteith 
proceeded without furtlior interruption. 

‘The moment,’ he said, ‘was most favourable 
for all true-hearted and loyal Scotsmen to ^ow, 
that the rexiroach their country had lately under- 
gone arose from the selfish ambition of a few 
turbulent and seditious men, joined to the absurd 
fanaticism wliicli, disseminated from fivf nuhdred 
pul}nts, had spread like a 4and-flood over to 
Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters from' to 
Marquis of Huntly in the north, which heshbhld 
show to tlio chiefs separately. That nobltofli, 
equally loyal and ))owerful, was determitoi; to 
exert his utmost energy in the common 
and the powerful Earl of Seaforth was 
to join the same standard. From the wri w 
Airly and the Ogilvies in Angas-8bt|C, Kcd 
had communications equally decided'; eifoitoq 
was no doubt that these, who, with the Pp; 
Leiths, Burnets, and other loyal gettttoto, 
would soon be on horseback, would fbritt fiSMy 
far more than sufficient to overawe the ' 

Covenanters, who had aheady 
valour in the well-known ivkxf wtoh 

>rfy termed the Tret of Ttof/ 
and Tay,’ he said, Uhe kihg hlid 
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bad successfully accomplished their descent upon 
the. mainland, and, with the assistance of Clan- 
rauald's people, having taken and fortified the 
, castle of Mingarry, in spite of Argyle’s attempts 
to intercept them, were in full march to this 
plaCS of rendezvous. It only remained, ’ he said, 
*tbat the noble chiefs assembled, laying aside 
every lesser consideration, should unite, heart 
aAi hand, in the common cause ; send the fiery 
cross through their clans, in order to collect their 
utmost fome, and form their junction with such 
celerity as to leave the enemy no time, cither 
for preparation, or recovery from the panic which 
would spread at the first sound of their j^ibroch. 
^He himself,* he said, ‘ though neither among the 
richest * 1 lDr the most powerful of the Scottish 
nobility, felt that had to support the dimity 
Off at\>Anoient and honourable house, the inde- 
peudenoe of an ancient and honourable nation, 
that cause he was determined to devote 
life and fortune. If those who were more 
were equally prompt, he trusted they 
deserve the thauKs of their king, and tlie 
of posterity.’ 

applause followed this speech of Lord 
jj^Jbinth, and testihed the general aoquiescence 
1 present in the sentiments which he had 
I4 hut when the shout had died away, 
abied chiefs continued to me upon each 
if something yet remained to he settled, 
whispers among themselves^ , an aged 
Whom-hift.gn^ haire i^dered^w 



^ ^hane of Menteith/ he said, 'ydmhave well 
spoken ; hor is ther^one of ii$ in whose bosom 
tWsame sentiments do nol^hum like hre. But 
it is not strength alone that wins the; fight; it « 
is the'' head 01 the commander, as well as the 
arm of the soldier, that brings victo^* 1 ask 
of you, who is to raise and sustain the banner 
under which we are invited to rise and muster 
oui-selvcs? Will it be expected that we should 
risk our children, and the fiower of our kiuimien, 
ere we know to whose guidance they are tp he 
entrusted 'f This were leading those to slaughter; 
whom, by the laws of God and man, it » our 
duty to protect. Where is the royal commission, 
under which the lieges ai'c to be convocated in 
arms ? Simide and rude as wo may be deemed, 
we know something of the established rules of 
war, as well as of the laws of our countrvf nor 
will we arm ourselves against the general peace 
of Scotland, unless by the express commands of 
the king, and under a leader fit to oommand 
such men as are here asRcmbled.’ 

‘Where would you find such a leader/ said 
I another chief, starting up, ‘saving the repre- 
sentative of the Lord of the Isles, entitled by birth 
and hereditary descent to lead forth the arra^ 
of every clan of the Highlands ; and where is 
that dignity lodged, save in the house of Yioh 
Alister More ? * 

‘I acknowledge,' said another chief, aagerly 
interrupting the speaker, ‘the truth in what 
has been first said, but not the inference. , If 
Vich Alister More desires to be held representat- 
ive of tlie Lord of the Isles, let him first show 
his blood is redder than mine.* 

‘lliat is soon tried,’ said Vich Alister Mote, 
laying his hand upon the basket hilt of ^ his 
claymore. Lord Menteith threw himself bC'- 
tween them, entreating and imploripg to 
reipember that the interests of Scotland, , the 
liberty of their country, and the cause of theit 
king, ought to be superior in their eyes tP aby 
personal disputes res|)ecting descent, rank, apd 
precedence. Several of the Highland bhi^B^ 
who had no desire to admit the claims of latW 
chieftain, interfered to the same purpose, mui 
none with more emphasis than the celebrated 
Evan Dim. 

‘I have come from my lakes,' he said, a 
stream descends from the hills, not to, turn 
again, but to accomplish my course. It is ;tiot 
by looking back to our own preteinsionB . that 
we shall servo Scotland or King Qharlea My 
voice shall be for that general whom the king 
shall name, who ivill doubtless possess ? those 
qualities which are necessary to oommana 
like us. High-bom he must be, or wb mil 
lose our rank in obeying him— wise and si^ul, 
or we shall endanger tne safety of our people^ 
bravest among the brave, or we shall pejrU'QUr 
own honour— temperate, firm, and maidy, to 
keep us united. Such is the man that must 
command us, ^re you prepared, !^haue of 
Menteith, to say where such a general is tb ho 
found i * J: ; 

‘There is hut on®;,' s^d Allan MAulay; 

, of Andotsou, wjm%od, behind ^rd Menteith, 
^herehesh&dsr^ 

Tho gefieihl:4Sts^rise of the meeting was ex- 





when. Ander- 
the ol<|{ik in which' hi^ ' 
forward, spoke thus : 
ihwmd to be a silent spootatot 
of'' ’tecene, although my hasty 
obli^ me to disclose myself some- 
what ’si^er than was my intention. Whether 


oOttlhiisaioA, under the Great Seal, to James 
Giaham, Earl of Montrose, to command those 
forms which 9,te to be assembled for the service 
of his Majesty in this kingdom.’ 

A loud shout of ap])robation burst from the 
assembly. There was, in fact, no other person 
to whom, in ]mint of rank, these nroud nioun- 
tainsi^rs would have been disposed to submit. 
His inveterate and hereditary hostility to the 
M^uit of Ar^yle ensured his engaging in the 
war with sufficient energy, while his well-known 
military talents, and his tried valour, afforded 
evSHy hoiie of his bringing it to a favourable 
issue. 


CHAPTER V//E 

Our plot is a j^ood plot as ever was laid ; our friends true 
and constant : a good plot, good friends, and full of 
' expectatiem : an excellent plot, very good friends. 

Henry IV., Pari /. 

Xo sooner had tlie general acclaiiiatiou of joy- 
ful surprise subsided, than silence was eagerly 
demuhded - for reading the royal coinmiasiou ; 
and the bonnets, which hitherto each cliief had 
w’oni, probably because unwilling to be the first 
to unchver, were now at once vailed in honour 
of the royal w-arrant. It "was couclu’d in the 
most fuU and ample terms, authorizing the Earl 
of Montrose to assemble the subjects in arms, 
for tlm putting down the preaent rebellion, which 
divem traitors and seditious persons had levied 
agaihst tlm king, to the manifest forfaultnre, as 
it slatted, of their allegiance, and to the breach 
of Ifhe paolheatiou between the two kingdoms, 
it ehjoined all subordinate authorities to be 
ob^ient and assisting to Montrose in his enter- 
pi^ ; ^ve him the pow'er of making ordinances 
pmlauiations, punishing misdemeanours, 
}»^oniwg criminals, placing and displacing 
itud commanders. In hue, it was 
full a commission as any with 
Wlldiab > prince could entrust a suliject. As 
was finished, a shout burst from the 
el^ in testimony of their ready 
to the will of their sovereign. Not 
cOiilpi^ wlili generally thanking them for a 
favourable, Montrose hastened to 
to individuals. Tlie most im- 
already been long personally 
but even .to those, of inferior 
dmte now introduced himself, and by 

he displayed with their peculiar 
tbe c^ounuitances and history 
hei. , showed how lotig he must 
charoetc^ of the, mountaineers,' 
blnm^lf for auoh he 


w^^^^ ooarseneaa^ and ' 

Montrose possessed that soHof 
in which the beholder, at the first 
nothing extraordinat 7 , but of which tho int;^^ 
Ijecomes more impressive the longer 
upon them. His stature was very little 
the middle size, but in person he was 
inonly well built, and capable borii'of 
great force, and enduring much fatigue; ' lU'^ 
fact, he enjoyed a constitution of iron, w|tbMt 
which be could not have sustained the trialiil 
of his extraordinary campaigns, thirough all 
which be subjected himself to the hardskw 
of the meanest soldier. Ho was perfbet link wll 
exercises, whether peaceful or martial, ^ aiid 
possessed, of course, that graceful ease of <d#^rit- 
ment proper to those to whom habit has renimidd 
all postures easy. * > 

His long brown liaiv, according to the cubtUDl 
(»f men of ipiality among the royalists, was 
parted on the top" of his head, ana trained tO 
hang down on eacli side in curled locks, one df 
which, descending two or three inches lower 
than the others, intimated Montrose’s doin'* 
pliance with tlmi fashion against which it 
pleased Mr. Prynne, the puritan, to write a 
t^eatis(^, entitled ‘The Unloveliiiess of LoVe- 
locks.* The features which these tresSes* en- 
closed, were of that kind which derive ^eir 
interest from the character of the man, rather 
than from the regularity of their form. But a 
high nose, a full, decided, well-opened, quidk 
grey eye, and a ^iiguine cx)m])lexioii, 
amends for some coarstmess and iiTegularitv 
in the subordinate }>arts of the face ; so tbat^ 
altogether, Montrose niiglit be termed rather a 
handsome than a hard-featured man. But thesis ^ 
who saw *him when his soul looked titrougli * 
tho.se eyes with all the energy and fiiu of ganius 
— those who heard him speak with ths^autnoriiy 
of talent and the eloi^uence of nature, were 
impressed with an opinion even of his extenlal 
fonn, more enthusiastically favourable than tlie 
portraits which still survive would entitl^ ns 
to ascribe to it. Such, at least, was the 
pressioii lie made upon the assembled ehic&^of 
the mountaineers, over whom, as upon all 
l>ersons in tlieir state of society, personal^ a|H 
IMjaraiico ]ia.s no small influence. e*^,, ,■ 

In the discussions which fallowed his 
iiig himself, Montrose explained the various ril^s 
which he had run in his present uiidertldd|i||- 
His first attempt had I>een to assemble 
of loyalists in the north of Englandi' 
obedience to the orders of the Matqum^ 
castle, he expected would liave 
Scotland; but the disinclination ixF Ihc 
to cross the Border, and the dcl^ ef 
of Antrim, who was to have ikndldV^.'lpi; 
Solway Firth with his Irish amy, 
his executing this design! Other fiknei llfem 
in, like manner foiled, he stated 
himself nnder the 
'guise .to ^ render his.pensags^iseMC 
l^wlf^nds,: in whirii he Iim< 
of 

. AlUn,M'A^ky had eom't 




OF MONTROSE 


'Those' 1vhp^]t;fi^ AIImi's 

#^Ueil, thot’ ' ^the ' of 
MkpIpBNai;^^ he surprised if ho; was known 
tO!^^uW?xds^ of whom he himself could retain 

honour of a cavalier/ said Captain 
findiiig at length an opportunity to 
m his word, ' f am proud and hapi»y in 
liai^g. an opportunity of drawing a sword under 
y;o^;Srdship^8 command ; and 1 do forgive all 
maleoontent, and malice of my heart. 


to,;- Allan MAniay, for having thrust me 
to tlie lowest seat of the board yestreen. 
OMSs, he hath this day sjwken so like a man 
liavinK qpmmand of his senses, that I had 
rle^lvpd in my secret piirijose that he was no 
way entitled to claim the privilege of insanity. 
But since I was only posti)oiie(i to a noble earl, 
future commander-in-chief, I do, before you 
<iSt> recognise, the justice of the preference, and 
IteaitUly sabil^ Allan as one wlio is to be his 
bm<anmrado.* 

, Having made this sjjeecli, which was little 
understood or attended to, without putting off 
hiis military glove, ho seized on Allan’s hand, 
and began to shake it with violence, wliicli 
Allan, with a gripe like a smith’s vice, returned 
with such force as to drive the iron splents of 
the gauntlet into the hand of the wearer. 

,(laptain Dalgetty might have constmed this 
into a new affront, had not his attention, as he 
stood. blowing and shaking the injured member, 
been suddenly called by Montrose himself. 

Hear this news,’ he said, ‘Captain Dalgetty 
— I should say Major Dal^et^, — the Irish, who 
ajfC to profit by your military experience, are 
now within a few leagues of us.’ 

‘Opr deer-stalkers,’ said Angus M‘Aulay, 
*whO wore abroad to bring in venison for 
ItUls . honourable party, have heard of a band of 
stringers, speaking neither Saxon nor jmre 
• Qa^tic, and with aifiiculty making themselves 
understood by the people of the country, who 
ard marching this way^n arms, under the lead- 
ing, it is said, of Alaster M ‘Donald, who is 
commonly called Young Colkitto.’ 

‘These must bo our men,’ said Montrose; 
‘.we must hasten to send messengers forward, 
both to act as guides and to relieve their 
k wants.* 

‘Thp Inst,’ .wd Angus M‘Aulay, ‘will be no 
eas|f matter ; for 1 ^m informed that, excepting 
mUi^cets and a very little ammunition, they 
wAhtairer 3 rthiiig that soldiers should have; and 
they, mfe particularly deficient in money, in 

f sllMt And in raiment.’ 

is at least no use in saying so,* said 
* in so loud a tone. The puritan 
0| Glasgow shall provide them with 
broadcloth, when we make a descent 
tike W^landa ; and if the ministers could 
-preach the old women of the Scottish, 
qpt of their webs of nupery, to make 
Wl^^tlio^^lows on Dunse Lawy^ I will tiy 
little .interest 'beth to 
' renew ' their. ;putn»tk " 


gift^ and the prick-eared, knaves, their husli^nds, 
open ifceir |«i5rses.' ^ 

‘ A^d respecting arms/ said Captain Baljjetty, 

* if yCuT lordship will permit an old cavsBer to 
s|^ak ^is mind, so that the one-third have 
muskets, my darling weapon would be the pike 
for the remainder, whether for resisting a charge 
of liorsc, or for breaking the infants, A com- 
mon smith will make a hundred pike-heads ip 
a day; here is plenty of wood for shafts; aid I 
will uphold that, according to the best ni|ai^s 
of w'ar, a strong battalion of pikes, drawn up., in 
the fashion of the Lion of the North, the^iimr 
mortal Gustavus, would beat the Macedonian 
phalanx, of which I used to read in the Marischal 
College, when I studied in the ancient town Of 
Bon -Accord ; and further, 1 will venture . to 
predicate * 

The captain’s lecture upon tactics w«^ here 
suddenly interrupted by Allan M‘Aulay, who 
said hastily, ‘Room for an unexpected and 
unwelcome guest ! * 

At tlic same moinont, the door of tlie hall 
opened, and a grey -haired man, of a very staidly 
appearance, jn'eseiited himself to the assembly. 
There was much dignity, and even authority, in 
Ids manner. His stature was above the common 
size, and his looks such as ware used to command. 
He cast a severe, and almost stern glance upon 
the assembly of chiefs. Those of the h^er 
rank among them returned it with Bcofnfiul in- 
difference; but some of the wastem gentlemen 
of inferior power looked as if they, wished them- 
selves elsewhere. 

‘ To w hich of this assembly,* said the stranger, 

‘ am 1 to address myself as leader ? or have 
not fixed upon the j>erson who is to hold auoiloe 
at least as perilous as it is honourable ? * ; 

‘Address*y ourself to me, Sir Duncan CamphsH/ 
said Montrose, stepping forward. 

‘To youl’ said Sir Duncan Campbell, with 
some scorn, 

‘Yes, — to me,’ repeated Montrose,— rHc? the 
Earl of Montrose, if you have forgottem hi%^*;v 

‘ I should now', at least,’ said Sir Duncan . 
bell, ‘ have had some difficulty in recognisawhlm 
ill the disguise of a groom. — ^And yet I xni^S^^e 
guessed that no evil influence inferior. 
lordship’s, distinguished as one who 
Israel, could have collected together th|s.;ikiii3k 
assembly of misguided persons, * ’ #1;? . / 

‘ I will answer unto you,* said Montreis^ if in 
the manner of your own puritans. I 
troubled Israel, but thou and thy father’# 

—But let us leave an altercation, which i[ 
little consequence but to ourselves, andli 
the tidings you have brou^t ^m 
of Argyle ; for I must conclude that it i# 
name that you have come to this . 

‘ It is in the name of the Marquis of An^lej* 
said Sir Duncan Campbell, — ‘ in the ^ine^ihe 
Scottish Convention of Estates, that 
to know th%meaning of this singukr 
tion, ; If it la destined to distui^ the 
the country, it were but acting’ like , 

and men of honour, to give . us some 
* to >tand upon our guard? ; 

.fit k a sii^ar end ne^ in - 

Jjtoiitose, turning 

cSiU <3a|up0eB wthe sssembly, ‘when Seettish 



m4r£j»M£y mmi^ 


, i^idish^y teiaot meet In ^ the Iiouse 

of « nien^t without an inquisitorial visit 
th^ ]^art of otir rulers, to know 
conference. Metbinks our 
att0i^tor^ ' W6i^ accustomed to hold Hi^^hland 
other purposes of meeting, without 
,iBtBkiiig the leave either of the great M*CaIlum More 
himamf, or any of his emissaries or dependents.' 

*1^ times have been such in Scotland,' an* 
SWar^ one of the western chiefs, * and such they 
again be, when the intruders on our ancient 
possessions are a^iii reduced to bo Lairds of 
Looimw, instead of overspreading ns like a band 
of devouring locusts.* 

^ Am I to understand, then,* said Sir Duncan, 
* that it is against my name alone that these pre- 
parations are directed^ or are the race of Diaimiid 
only to be sufferers in common with the whole of 
the peaceful and orderly inhabitants of Scotland ? ' 


* i would ask,’ said a wild-looking chief, start- 
ing hastily up, * one question of tne Knight of 
Ardenvohr, ere ho proceeds further in his daring 
catechism. — Has ho brought more than one life 
to ^his castle, that ho ventures to intrude among 
ue for the purposes of insult ? ’ 

* Gentlemen,* said Montrose, ‘let me implore 
yoor patience ; a messenger who oomes among us 
for tlie purpose of embassy is entitled to freedom 
of speech and a safe -conduct. And since Sir 
Duncan Campbell is so pressing, I care not if I 
inform him, for his giiidanoe, that he is in an 
assembly of the king^ loyal subjects, convoke<l 
byme, in his Majesty^s name and authonty, and as 
empowered by his Slajesty’s royal commission,* 

*We are to have, then, I presume,* said Sir 
Duncan Campbell, ‘a civil war in all its forms 1 
1 have been too long a soldier to view its aiiproach 
with anxiety ; but it would have been for my 
Lord of Montrose’s honour, if, in this matter, lie 
had consulted liis own ambition less and the 
p^ace of the countnr more.* 

* Those consulted their own ambition and self- 
interest, Sir Duncan,* answered Montrose, ‘ who 
brought the country to the pass in w^hich it now 
stan^ and rendered necessary the sharj) remedies 
n^ieh we are now reluctantly obliged to use.* 

. what rank among these self-seekers, ’ said 
Duncan Campbell, * shall we assign to a noble 
ei^}^ ^ violently attached to the Covenant that 
^ the first, in 1639, to cross the T^ne, wad- 
"*“ijdle deep, at the head of his regiment, to 

S the royal forces ? It the same, I 
nrho imposed the Covenant upon the bur- 
hnd colleges of Aberdeen at the point of 

sneer, Sir Duncan,* said 
>11(9^1}^ temperately ; ‘ and 1 can only add, 
llultif ^cere repentance can make amends for 

E nd for yielding to the artful re- 
mbitlous hypocrites, I shall be 
( crimes with which you taunt 
mt endeavour to deserve forgive- 
re, with my swonLin my hand, 
the best blood of my body to 
my error ; and mortal man can 


must neoesiibrity ifi^w Mbfolubd 
mp wlU'^b^ centented if 
arranged- to the> north of 
tliere is ground enough in 
upon, without neighbours destroyihg^h (WS 
families and inheritances.* ^ 

‘It is a peaceful proposal/ said 
smiling, ‘ such as it should be, coming from ine 
whose personal actions have always ^en 
peaceful than his measures. Yet, if the of 
such a truce could be equally fixed^ and if wb 
obtain security — for tliat, Sir Duncan, is indis- 
pensable — that your marqiiis will observe these 
terms with strict fidelity, I, foi my part, ShonM 
be content to leave peace behma us, since We 
must needs carry war before us. Put, Sir Dra- 
can, you are too old and experieneil a soldier for 
us to permit you to remain in our leaguer and 
wiiuess our proceedings : W'O shall, theri^fore, 
when you have refreshed yourself, recommend 
your speedy return to Iiiverary, and we shall 
send until you a gentleman on our part to adjust 
the terms of the Highland armistice, in case the 
marquis shall be found serious in proposing Such 
a measure.* Sir Duncan Campbell assented by 
a bow. 

‘My lord of Menteitli/ continued Montrose, 

‘ will you have the goodness to attend Sir Duncan 
Campbell of Ardenvohr, while we determine who 
shall return with him to his chief? M‘Aulay 
will i)erinit us to reqiie.'st that he be entertained 
with suitable liospiUlity.’ 

‘ I will give orders for that, 'said Allan M‘Auley, 
rising and coming forward. ‘ 1 love Sir Duncan 
Campbell ; we have been joint sufferers in former 
days, and I do not forget it now,* 

‘ My lord of Menteitli,’ said Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell, ‘ I am grieved to see you, at your early age, 
engaged in such despenite and rebellious courses,' 
‘I am young,’ answered Menteitli, ‘yet old 
enough to distinguish between right and wrong, 
between loyalty and rebellion ; and the sooner a 
good course is begun, the longer and the better* 
iiave I a chance of running it.’ 

‘And you too, my friend, Allan M‘Anlty,’ 
said Sir Duncan, taking his hand, ‘ must we also 
call eaoli other cneinios, that have been so often 
allied against a common foe?* Then turning 
round to the meeting, he said, ‘ Farewell, gentle- 
men ; there are so many of you to whom Ti wish 
well, that your rejection of all terms of mediation 
gives me deep affliction. May Heaveif he said, 
looking upwards, ‘judge l|g,preen our motives 
and those of tlio movers of this civil commotion 1 * 
‘Amen,’ said Montrose ; ‘ to that tribunal we 
all submit us.* 

Sir Dmicati Campbell left the hall, acoomiinnied 
by Allan M‘Aulay and Lord Menteith. -Upbore 
goes a true-bred Campbell,* said Montrosc; iiUthe 
envoy departed, ‘for they are ever to and'Wje/ 

‘ Pardon me, my lord,* said Evan Dhu| 
ditary enemy os I am to their naine,< jitfnr 
found the Knight of Ardenvohr 
honest in peace, and true in coundht ‘ 

‘ Of his own disposition/ said Hoatr^ 
he is undoubtedly ; Imt he 
or mouthpiece of his chief, tUlmiw 

man that ever drew breath. / Apt 
oontinued In a whisper ^ Ipt 

mahe sdhie impresrion . 





fiMplar dispositioa, <>f pur 
Beu4 mu^o' iitto' weir 
inyei^g them into 

fl&Jiivuteoutiferenoe.* , 

; **®e ikVil a musician have 1/ answered 
'excepting the piper, who has nearly 
b|^a hk wind ny an ambitious contention for 
with three of his own craft ; but 1 can 
i£nnotLyle and her harp.* And he left the 
ja^tucient to give oiders accordingly. 

;^eanwhile ^ warm discussion took place, who 
should undertake the perilous task of retuiming 
with 0ir Ihincan to Inverary. To the higher 
dij^pntanes, aooustomed to consider themselves 
Upon'an equality even with M^Oallum More, this 
was an oiBoe not to be proposed ; unto others who 
could not plead the same excuse it was altogether 
unacceptable. One would have thought luveravy 
had been the Valley of the Shadow of Death, the 
inferior chiefs showed such reluctance to approach 
it. After a considerable hesitation, the plain 
reason was at length spoken oirt, namely, that 
whatever Highlander should undertake an office 
BO distastefiu to M ^Galium More, he would be 
sure to treasure the offence in his remembrance, 
and one day or other to make him bitterly repent 
of it. * 

In this dilemma, Montrose, who considered the 
proposed armistice as a mere stratagem on the imrt 
^ of Aigyle, although he had not ventured bluntly 
to reject it in presence of those whom it con- 
cerned so nearly, resolved to impose the danger 
and dignity upon Captain Dalgetty,. who had 
neither clan nor estate in the Highlands upon 
which the wrath of Argyle could wreak itself. 

*Bttt <l';^have a neck, though,* said Dalgetty 
bluntly; 'and what if he chores to avenge him- 
self upon that ? I have known a case where an 
honourable ambassador has been hanged as a spy 
before now. Neither did the Romans use am- 
bassadors much more mercifully at the siege of 
Capug, although 1 read that tliey only cut off 
• thw hands and noses, put out tlieir eyes, and 
suffered them to depaii; in peace.* 

%By my honour. Captain Dalgetty,’ said Mon- 
trose, ' should the maiquis, contrary to the rules 
of war, dare to practise any atrocity against you, 
you may depend ujion my taking such signal 
vengeance that all Scotland shall ring of it.* 
'That will do but little for Dalgetty,’ returned 
tlie captain ; ' but, corragio ! as the Spaniard 
says, ^Jh the I^and of Promise full in view, 

' the Moor of Drumtiiwacket, Tnea paupera regna, 
as we said at Marital College, 1 wilt not refuse 
yoi^ Bkoellency’s commission, being conscious it 
peodmes a cavalier of honour to (mey his com- 
U^aanlfir’a orders in defiance both of gibbet and 

awprii* 

c ' (Jdllantly resolved, ’ said Montrose ; * and if you 
apart with me, 1 will furnish you with 
tlie ii^nditions to be laid before M'Callum More, 
wbhsh we are willing to grant him a truce 
pH^klSkhland dominions.* 

w^sewe need not trouble our readers. 
;t|liM W^ an evsuve nature, calculated to 
which Montrose oopsidered to 
Mplim made only for f^e ppxppee of gaining 




^beu bAbad^ ^ Caj^ 




n 

near tbe door, of his apf|kttme&ti Mohttus^ ihade 
him h sign to 

* t presumd/ said Se, * I need not remind an 
officer who has served under the gmat Gustavua, 
that a little more is required of a person sent 
with a flag of truce than mere discharge of his in- 
structions, and that his general will expect from 
him on his return some account of the state of 
the enemy’s affairs, as far as they come ^nder 
his observation. In short, Captmn DalgSl^, 
you must be u7i pm clair-voyant^* 

'Ah ha! your Excellency,' ^id the captain, 
twisting his hard features into an inimitabVex- 
pression of cunning and intelligence, 'if they do 
not put my head in a poke, which I have known 
practised upon honourable soldados who have 
been suspected to come upon such errands as the 
present, your Excellency may rely on a preoeese 
narration of whatever Dugald Dalgetty shall hear 
or see, were it even how many turns of tune there 
are iu M'Callum .More’s pibroch, or how many 
checks iu the set of his plaid and trews.’ 

‘ Enough,* answered Montrose ; ' farewell, Cap- 
tain Dalgetty : and as they say that a lady’s mind 
is always expressed in lier postscript, so 1 would 
have you think that the most important part of 
your commission lies in what 1 have last said to 
you.* 

Dalgetty once more grinned intelligence, and 
withdrew to victual his charger and himself for 
the fatigues of his approaching mission. 

At the door of the stable — for Gustavus always 
claimed his first care — he met Angus M 'Aulay and 
Sir Miles Musgrave, who had been looking at his 
horse ; and, after praising his points and carriage, 
both united in strongly dissuading the captain 
from taking an animal of such value with him 
u|K)n his present very fatiguing journey. , 

Angus painted in the most alarming colmirs 
the roads, or rather wild tracks, by whi^, it 
would be necessary for him to travel into Argyie- 
shire, and the wretched huts or bothies where he 
would be condemnediio pass the night, and where 
no fora^ could be procured for his horse, uulm 
he could eat the stumps of old heather. In 
he pronounced it absolutely impossible that, afto 
uuaertakiug such a pilgiimage, the animal ecmld 
be in any case for military service. The Englhffi- 
man strongly confirmed all that Angus htid^ld, 
and gave himself, body and soul, to the dc^ if 
ho thought it was not an act little short of 
lute murder to oariy a horse worth a farthing hkto 
such a waste and inhospitable desert. Captain 
Dalgetty for an instant looked steadily, at 
one of the gentlemen and next at the jo&et, 
then askea them, as if in a state of indecudoh, 
what they would advise him to do with Gn^vns 
under such circumstances. . 

‘ By the hand of my father, my dear W«md,* 
answered M'AuIay, 'if you leave the beasti in 
my keeping, you may rely on his bdng ltd and 
sorted according to his worth and 
that upon ypur happy return you Wul 
as sleek as an onion boiled in htttter.* ?; , 

‘ Or,* said Sir Miles Mus^ave, 'if 
cavali^ chooses to part with hia chaiM 
xeasonable Ilwo i^wne part of w Mlver 
caudleiti^ heya 

Which.l^thltjdit-be to^trans^'l^vildt.* 

' ipileA'hoi^umble IdaiKlsrf 

'.'iv IS 
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Cajptaia Dftlgettyi eyem tliem both witli 
aiii4r of <»OBiio * Ifind it would not 

be alliqigeither unacceptable to either of ^ou to 
have aome token to remembei* the old soldier by, 
in caee it ehall please M^Callum More to hauff 
him up at the ^te of his own oastle. Ana 
doubtless it would bo no small satisfaction to 
me, in such an event, that a noble and loyal 
cavalier like Sir Miles Musgrave, or a worthy 
and hospitable chieftain like our oxcclloiit land- 
lord, should act as my executor.’ 

Both hastened to protest that they had no 
such object, and insisted again upon the impass- 
able character of the Hi^iland paths, Angus 
M^Aulay mumbled over a number of hard Gaelic 
names cUsoriptive of the difficult passes, proei- 
pioes, corries, and beals, througli wliich he said 
the road lay to Inverary, when old Donald, who 
had now entered, sanctioned his Tuastor’s account 
of these difficulties by holding u]) his hands 
and elevating his eves, and sha&ng his head at 
every ^ttural which M^Aulay pronounced. Rut 
all this did not move the inflexible captain. 

*My worthy friends,’ said he, 'Gustavjus is 
not new to the dau|^ors of travelling and the 
mountains of Rohenila ; and (no dis|)aragctnent 
to the beals and conies Mr. Angus is pleased to 
mention, and of wliich Sir Miles, who never saw 
them, confirms the horrors) these mountains 
may compete with the vilest roads in Europe. 
In fact, my horse hath a most excellent and 
social quality ; for although he cannot pledge lu 
my cup, yet we share our loaf between us, and it 
will be hard if he suffers famine where eakes or 
bannocks are to be found. And, to cut tins 
matter short, 1 beseech you, my good friends, 
to observe the state of Sir Duncau Campbell's 
^lalfrey, which stands in that stall before us, fat 
and fair ; and, in return for your anxiety on my 
account, 1 give you my honest asseveration, that 
while we travel the same road, both that x>alfrey 
and his rider shall lack for food before either 
Oustavus or I.’ 

Having said this, be filled a lar^ measure wiili 
corn and walked up with it to his charger, w ho, 
by his low whinnying neigh, his }>ricked ears, 
and his pawing, snowed how close the alliance 
was betwixt him and his rider. Nor did ho , 
taste his corn until ho had returned his master's | 
oarewea by licking his hands and face. After i 
tw interchauge of greeting, the steed began to 
hia provender with an eager desx>atch which ' 
showed old military habits ; and the master, 
aBisr looking on the animal with great compla- 
eshoy for about five minutes, said , — * Much good 
may it do your honest heart, Gusts vus now 
must I go and lay in iirovant myself for the 
campato.' 

He then departed, having first saluted the 
Englishman and An^ms M'Aulay, who remained 
looking at each other for some time in silence, 
and then burst out into a fit of laughter. 

i^Tbat fellow/ said Sir Miles Musgrave, *is 
formed to go through the world/ 

^all thi^ so too,' said M^Auli^, Mf he 
can slip through M*Oallum More’s fingers as 
easily as be hOs done through oun/ 

yon think,’ said the Irishman, 'that 
the motqiits will not resneet. in Captain Dal- 
getty's pmon* the laws of civilised war I ' 


' No more than I wojAd reiu^ av lebrland 
proclamation/ said Ahgum'An&y.-H.' 
along, it is time 1 were retwmmg to my guimte* 


CHAPTER IX. 

In a rebellion, ^ 

When what's not meet, but what must b4, wait bw, 
Then were they chosen^ in a better hour, 
l.et what is meet be said it must be meet, 

And throw their power 1' the du&t 

CoRlOLANba 

Iv a small ax)artment remote from the rest of 
the giiebis assembled at the castle, Sir Duncan 
(>'ampbell was presented with eyery species of 
refreshment, and resxiectfully attended oy Letd 
Mcnteith, and by Allan M ^Aulay. His discourse 
with the latter turned upon a sort of hunting 
campaign, in which they had been engaged to- 
gether against The Children of the lust) With 
whom the Knight of Ardonvohr, as well ss the 
M’Aulays, had a deadly and irreconoilable feud. 
Sir Duncan, however, speedily endeavoured to 
lead back the conversation to the subject of his 
present errand to the castle of Darnlinvarach. 

‘ It grieved liiin to the very lieart,’ he said, 

' to see that friends and neighbours, who should 
stand shoulder to slioulder, were likely to be 
engaged hand to hand in a cause whicli so little* 
concerned them. What signifies it,’ he said, 
’to the Highland chiefs, whether Iring or 
rarliament got up^numiost f Were it not better 
to let them settle their own differences without 
interference, while the chiefs, in the meantime, 
took the opportunity of establishing their own 
authority in a manner not to lie called in ques- 
tion hereafter by either king or Parliament t * 
He reminded Allan M'Aulay that the measures 
taken in the last reign to settle the peace, as 
was alleged, of the Highlands, were in fact 
levelled at the patriarchal power of the* chief- 
tains ; and he mentioned the celebrated settle* 
inent of the Fife Undertakers, as they were called, 
in the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan foAned 
to introduce strangers among the Celtic Mbes, 
to destroy by degrees their ancient oustoms ana 
mode of government, and to despoil them of t^e 
inheritance of their fathers.* 'And yet,’ he 
continued, addressing Allan, ’ it is for the purpose 
of giving despotic authority to the monarch by 
whom these designs have Wn numpid, that so 
many Highland chiefs are upon we point of 
miarrelling with, and drawing the sword ifsinat, 
their neighbours, allies, and ancient confedmtea,’ 

’ It is to my brother,’ said Allan, 'it is to the 
eldest son of my father’s house that the Knight 
(/f Ardeuvohr must address these rernonitlimeesi 
I am, indeed, the brother of Angos ; but in being 
so, 1 am only the first of his clansmen, and bpuna 
to show an example to the others byn^eboerfhl 
and ready obedience to his commants/ • 

' The cause, also,* said Lord Henteiibi in%- 
posing, 'is far more general than|Sir Dt^n 
Campbell seems to suppose it. It is 
limited to Saxon nor to Gael, to 
to stratb, to Highlands nor to Dowlandl^ *99^6 
question is, if we will continue to be gefeMeed 

I> — W.II Iiii. Ii.n. ww .a* I .11 ■mJwdliOijmyiiiPf 

-MataO. ViftVadaitftlaw. 
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i!'^‘i^'d9^t*niy^or^'to'Otu^ire^’ 'in- 
; Ml tlie natural gorarnment of 
: against whom they have rebelled. 

jting, the interest of the Midlands 

ih^ i^lfcular,* ho added, *I crave Sir pimcaii 
jpardon for my plainness ; but it seems 
VOT^cSeat to mCj that the only effect produced 
,^y'^>present usurpation will be the aggrandize- 
n^siiit of one overgrown clan at the expense of 
ey^j independent chief in the Highlands.* 

<4 will not reply to you, my lord,* said Sir 
Dunpaa^ Campbell, ‘because I know your ])re- 
jnllPMr, and from whom they are borrowed ; yet 
yod will patdon my saying that, being at the 
ne^'of the riwil branch of the House of Graham, 
I haVe both read of and known an Jlarl of Men- 
t<d^, who would have disdained to have been 
^toiw in politics, or to have been commanded 
war, by an Earl of Montrose.* 

‘You will find it in vain, Sir Duncan,’ said 
Lord Menteith haughtily, ‘ to set my vanity in 
arms against my principles. The king gave my 
ancestos their title and rank ; and these shall 
never present my acting, in the royal cause, 
under any one who is better qualified than my- 
self to be a comniander-in-chief. Least of all 
shall any miserable jealousy prevent me from 
pladng my hand and sword under the guidance 
of the bravest, the most loyal, the most heroic 
spirit among our Scottish nobility.* 

* Kty,* said Sir Duncan Campbell, ‘ that you 
oanhot add to his panegyric the further epithets 
of the most steady and the most consistent. 
B\tt I have no purpose of debating these points 
with you, my ford,’ waving jiis hand, as if to 
avoid further discussion ; ‘ the die is cast with 
you; allow me only to express my sorrow for 
the disastrous fate to which Angus M’Aulay's 
iiatttral rashness, and your lordship’s infixience, 
are diragging roy gallant friend Allan hero, with 
his faMier’s clan and many a brave man besides.’ 
• *.Tlie die is oast for us all. Sir Duncan,’ replied 
Allan, looking gloomy, and arguing on his ovrn 
hy^bohbndriac &lings ; ‘the iron hand of destiny 
branded our fate upon our forehead long ore we 
could form a wish, or raise a finger in our own 
beludf. Were this otherwise, by what means 
does the seer ascertain the future from those 
shadowy presages which haunt his waking and 
his, sleeping eye? Nought can be foreseen but 
that wmokjia certain to happen.’ 

! Sir Duncan Campl^ell was about to reply, and 
thSi^dsrkeSt and most contested point of meta- 
ph;^fSl08, Height have been brought into discussion 
betfiitt two Highland disputants, when the door 
o|iaiiB|4>’Srtid Annot Lyle, with her clairshach in 
1, entered the apartment. The freedom 
land maiden was in her step and in W 
bfSd in the closest intimacy With 
I of M/Aulay and his brother, with 
[sntiith> and other young men who fre- 
' iDamlinvarach, she possessed none of 
'dity which a female, educated chiefiy 
~ own sex, would either have Mt, or 
to asjsume^ on an occasion like 


f6find#eir way to a 





oastl^^^habtind qhtsfiyliby a&eA whose ^leoeou- 
pal^h WM and sthe chase. Yet Ahhot’s 
garments wert hot only becoming, but even rich. 
Her open jacket, with a high collar, Wis' feiwn- 
posed of blue cloth, richly embroidered, aiid 
had silver clasps to fasten, when it pleaSed the 
wearer. Its sleevSs, which were wide, oame no 
lower than the elbow, and teiminated in a golden 
fringe; under this upper coat, if it can so 
termed, she wore an under dress of hlue 'Satin, 
also richly embroidered, but w^hioh was sevml 
shades lighter in colour than the upper ga^ent. 
The petticoat was formed of tartan silk, in' the 
set, or pattern, of which the colour of blue 
greatly predominated, so as to remove the tawdty 
effect too frequently produced in tartan by the 
mixturo and strong ox)position of colours. An 
antique silver chain hung round her nec^t, and 
sup])orted the tvrestf or key, with which she 
tuned her instrument. A small raff rose above 
lier collar, and was secured by a brooch of some 
value, an old keepsake of Lord Menteith. Her 
profusion of light hair almost hid her laughing 
eyes, W'hilo, with a smile and a blush, she men- 
tioned that she had M‘Aulay’s directions to ask 
them if they chose music. Sir Duncan Campbell 
gazed with considerable suiyrise and interest at 
the Icvely apparition, which thus inteiTUpted 
his debate with Allan M‘Aulay. 

‘ Can this,* ho said to him in a whiter, *a 
creature so beautiful and so elegant, be a domestic 
musician of your brother’s establishment V ' 

‘ By no means,* answered Allan hastily, yet 
with some hesitation ; ‘ she is a — a — near re- 
lation of our family — and treated,* he lidded, 
more firmly, ‘as an adopted daughter of bur 
fathers house.* 

As he spoke thus, he arose from his mat, and, 
with that air of courtesy which every Highlander 
can assume when it suits him to practise it, he 
resigned it to Annot, and offered to her, at, the 
same time, whatever refreshment|; the tahte 
afforded, with an assiduity w’hich was probably 
designed to give Sir Duncan an imxire^ioii pf 
lier rank and consequence. If such was AlMit^s 
purpose, however, it was unneceseaiy. " Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annot With sifi 
expression of much deeper interest than ooMil 
have arisen from any impression that she was/a 
jierson of consequence. Annot even felt 
rassed under the old knight’s steady ga90 '; iiBd 
it was not without considerable hesitariOn, 
tuning her instrument, and receiving a^nt- 
ing look from Lord Menteith ana Allan, I'thb 
executed the following ballad, which but ^nd 
Mr. Secundus Maepherson, whose goodneta ttre 
had before to acknowledge, has thus jraniflati^ 
into the English tongue : — ' / 

mte (Drphan jSaib. 

November's hail«cIoud drlf^ away, 

November's sunbeam wan 
Looks coldly on tbe castle grey, . 

When forth comes Lady ^ne^ 

The pi^han by^ the. oak Was set, ’ ' 

^ were .bare, 

The 'SaaMrOM had not melted yet. 
Anbd^heV^taveh hair. 
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8i#i *by all *hp tics 
,^iid and ,iaoU^ knoa^, 
r '^yd bne who never kneW those joys, 

’ \ an oi^han’s woe/ 

, Xhe Udy said, ‘An orphan’s state 
Is hard and sad to bear; 

Yet ikorse the widow’d mother’s fate. 

Who mourns both lord and heir. 

* Twelve times the rolling year has sped 
Since, when from vengeance wild 
Of fierce Strathallan^s chief I fled, 

Forth's eddies whelm'd my child.’ 

‘Twelve times the yesir its course has borne, 
The wandering maid replied, 

‘ Since fishers on St. Bridget’s morn 
Drew nets on Campsie side. 

St. Bridget sent no scaly spoil ; — 

An infant, well-nigh dead. 

They saved, and rear’d in want and toil, 

To beg from you her bread.' 

That orphan maid the lady kiss’d — 

‘ My husband’s looks you bear ; 

St. Bridget and her morn^ be bless ’d ! 

You arc his widow’s heir.’ 

They’ve robed that maid so poor and ptilc 
In silk and sandals rare; 

And pearls, for drops of frozen hail, 

Are glistening in her hair.*' 


While the song proceeded, Lord Mciiteith 
observed, with some surprise, tliat it appeared 
to produce a much deeper effect upon the mind 
of Sir Duncan Campbell than he could possibly 
have anticipated from his age and character. 
He well knew that the Highlanders of that 
period possessed a much greater sensibility both 
for tale and song than was found among their 
Lowland neighbours ; but even this, he thought, 
hardly accounted for the embarrassment with 
which the old man withdrew his eyes from the 
songstress, as if unwilling to suffer them to rest 
on an object so interesting. Still less was it 
to be expected that features >vhich expressed 
pride, stern^ common sense, and the austere habit 
of authority, should have been so much agitated 
by so trivial a circumstance. As the chiefs brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shaggy gi ey 
eyebrows until they almost concealed his eyes, on 
th^ lids of which something like a tear might be 
seen to glisten^ Ho remained silent and fixed in 
the same posture for a minute or two after the 
last note had ceased to vibrate. Ho then raised 
hie .head, and, having looked at Annot Lyle as 
if/j^rposing to speak to her, he as siuldenly 
cha]^d that purpose, and was about to address 
when the door opened, and the lord of 
castle made his appearance. 


' CHAPl'ER X. 

■ ' ' . 

' their journey lour’d the gloomy day, 

, were, the hills, and doubtful grew the >vay; 

' Sloi^'. dark, more gloomy, and more doubtful, show’d 
, .ntaosidn which received them from the road. 

' . , , The Traveller.*;, a Romance, 

<■ i k , ni' *> , , 

lltADdUY tvas charge with a message 
whim; ha to ^d some di&ulty in com* 

yVi'i 'V, IJterarTiamlalW ' 


to it' was Aot JiB. , 

tomed his speech sevorai da^htot^^ 
blundered them all, that heOintoi^^ 

Sir Duncan Campbell know that the 
who was to accompany him was waiting .in 


readiness, and that all was prepated to ha# •! 
turn to Inverary. Sir Duncan CampbeU tosa-np 
very indignantly ; the affront which this meaMge 
implied immediately driving out of his reoolijpc* 
tion the sensibility which iiad been awaken^ by 
the music. 

‘ I little expected this,’ he said, looking indig- 
nantly at Angus M^Aulay. little piougnt 
tliat there was a chief in the West Highlands 
wlio, at the pleasure of a Saxon, would liave bid 
the Knight of Ardeiivohr leave lus castle ^en 
the sun was declining from the meridian, aiia ere 
the second cup had been tilled. But farewell, vSir» 
the food of a churl does not satisfy the ap^tit^ ; 
w'hen 1 next revisit Darnlinvarach, it shisdl be , 
with a naked sword in one hand and a ffrebrand 
in the other.* 

‘And if you do come,’ said Angus, ‘I pled^ 
myself to meet you tairly, though you brought 
live hundred Campbells at your back, and to 
afford you and them such entertainment that 
you shall not again complain of tlie hospitality 
of Darnlinvarach. ' 

‘Threatened men,’ said Sir Duncan, ‘live 
long. Your turn for gasconading, laird of 
M ‘Aulay, is too well known, that men of honour 
should regard your vaunts. To you, my lord, 
and to Allan, who have supplied the place of my 
churlish host, 1 leave my tiianks. And to you, 
])retty mistress,’ lie said, addressing Annot Lyle, 

‘ this little tokeii^ for liaving opened a fbuntaln 
: which hath been dry for many a year.’ So say- 
ing, he loft the apartment, and commanded his 
attendants to be suinuionod. Angus M ‘Aulay, 
e<|ually cuibanmsed and incehsed at the charge 
of inliospitality, wliich was the greatest possilno 
affront to a Highlander, did not follow Bir 
Duncan to the courtyard, where, mounting his 
l»alfrcy, w'hioh was in readiness, followed by six 
mounted attendants, and accompanied b]r the 
noble Captain Dalgotty, who had also awiuted 
him, holding (Instavus ready for action, thoimh 
he did not draw his girths and mount till Bir 
Duncan appeared, the whole cavalcade left the 
castle. 

Tlie journey was long and toilsome, but with- 
out any of the extreme privationai^hioh the 
Laird of M ‘Aulay had x>];oph6sied. lu txuth, 
Sir Duncan was very cautious to avoid thipoe 
nearer and more .secret jiaths, by means of Which 
tile county of Argyle was accessible firjCAli the 
eastward ; for his relation and chief, the mollis,, 
was used to boast, tliat he would not ^ a 
hundred thousand crowns any mortid IfbMd 
know the passes by which an anned tooe 
jKjnetrato into his country, ; ; , 


jKjnetrato into nis country, ; ; , 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rittel^ihifted 
the Highlands, and, hilling istolM 


made for the nearest seaport in the 
where he had several hau- decked g 


birliiigs, as they were called, at;: his 
In one of these they emba!rkWirl*^ftft^W 
m company, who was so eetoiied 
that, land and sea seem^ aa 
: to his master," .'I'-.’ 
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they pitrdued their 
aaifi and oars ; and early the 
nM it waif announced to Captain Dal- 

goi^fthea in a small cabin beneath the half- 
aeo(k| 'that the galley was under the walls of Sir 
Dnnban Campbell’s castle. 

A^envohr accordingly rose high a{)Ove him, 
whan he came upon tlie deck of the galley. It 
was a 'gloomy square tower, of considerable size 
and great height, situated upon a headland pro- 
jecting into the salt-water lake, or arm of the 
sea, wlich they had entered on the preceding 
creningk A wall with flanking towers at each 
angle surrounded the castle to landward ; but 
towards the lake, it was built so near the brink 
of the precipice as only to leave room for a 
battery of seven guns, designed to protect the 
forl^ss from any insult from that side, although 
situated too high to be of any effectual use ac- 
cording to the modern system of warfare. 

The eastern sun, rising behind the old tower, 
flung its shadow far on the lake, darkening the 
deck of the galley, on which Captain Dalgetty 
now walked, waiting with some impatience the 
signal to laud. Sir Duncan Campbell, as he 
was informed by his attendants, was already 
, within the walls of the castle ; but no one en- 
couraged the captain’s proposal of following him 
ashore, until, as they stated, they should receive 
the direct permission or order of the Knight of 
Ardenvohr. 

In a short time afterwards the mandate arrived, 
while a boat with a piper in the bow, bearing the 
Knight of Ardenvohr s crest in silver upon his 
left arm, and playing witli all his might the 
family march, entitled ^Tlie <»ampbells are com- 
ing,' approached to conduct the envoy of Montrose 
to the castle of Ardenvohr. The distance between 
.the galley and the beach was so short as scarce 
to require the assistance of the eight ^sturdy 
rowers, in bonnets, short coats, and ti'cws, whose 
eflbrtS sent the boat to the little creek in which 
'they usually landed, before one could have con- 
ceited that it had left the side of the birling. 
•i^o of the boatmen, in spite of Dalgetty’s re- 
sistance, horsed the captain on the back of a 
third Highlander, and, wading through the surf 
with him, landed him high and dry upon the 
beach beneath the castle rock. In the face of 
this rock there appeared something like the 
entrance j>f a low-browed cavern, towards which 

> hurry our fxiend 
himself loose from them 

_ie insisted uijon seeing 

GiUftevus safely landed before he proceeded one 
' ste|^ fiuiiher. The Highlanders could not com- 
ixr^^nd what he meant, until one who had 
^ up a ^little English, or rather Lowland 

J^teh, exclaimed, *HoutsI it's a’ about her 
useless baste !’ Further remonstrance 
on) ^6 part of Captain Dalgetty was interrupted 
hy.;tho Hpiparanoe of Sir Duncan Campbell him- 
the mouth of the cavern which we 
deeofibed, for the purpose of inviting 
Ypalgetty to accept of the hospitality of 
plewng his Jhonour at the same 
j<t should be treated as he- 

& ftbm Whom he derived his flame, 

I tha to whom 

Wim belonged. this satis^ 
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faetoiV^guormitee, Captain Dolge^ Would still 
have hesitated^ such was his anxiety to witness 
the fate of his companion Gustavus^ had not two 
Highlanders seisea him by the arms, two more 
pushed h'im on behind, while a fifth exclaimed, 

‘ Hout awa wi’ the daft Sassenach ! does she no 
hear the laird bidding her up to her ain castle, 
wi’ her special voice, and isna that very mickle 
honour for the like o* her V 
Thus impelled. Captain Dalgetty could Oflly 
for a short space keep a revertea eye towmds the 
galley in which he had loft the partner of his 
military toils. In a few miuutes afterwards he 
found himself involved in the total darkness of 
a staircase, which, entering from the low-browed 
cavern we have mentioned, winded upwards 
through the entrails of the living rock. 

‘ The cursed Highland salvages ! ’ muttered the 
captain, half aloud ; * what is to become of me, 
if Gustavus, the namesake of the invincible Lion 
of the Protestant League, should be lamed 
among their untenty hands V 

* Have no fear of that,’ said the voice of Sir 
Duncan, who was nearer to him than he ima- 

f ined ; * my men are accustomed to handle 
orses, both in embarking and dressing them, 
and you will soon see Gustavus as safe as when 
you last dismounted from his back.’ 

Captain Dalgetty knew the world too well to 
ofler any further remonstrance, whatever un- 
easiness he might suppress within his. own 
bosom. A step or two higher up the stair 
showed light and a door, and an iron -grated 
wicket led him out upon a gallery cut m the 
open face of the rock, extending a imaoo of about 
six or eight yards, until he reached a second 
door, where the path re-entered the rock, and 
which was also defended by an iron port^llis. 
‘An admirable traverse,’ observed the captain ; 

‘ and if commanded by a fleld-piece, or even a 
few muskets, quite suflicient to ensure the place 
against a storming party.’ 

Sir Duncan Campbell made no answer at this 
time ; but, the moment afterwards, when they 
had entered the second cavern, he struck witli 
the stick which he had in his hand, first on the 
one side, and then on the other of the wiieket, 
and the sullen, ringing sound which r^lM' to 
the blows, made Captain Dalgetty senBiole tbiat 
there w^as a gun placed on e^ch side, for the pur- 
pose of raking the gallery through which fiiey 
had passed, although the embrasures, tiirou|^ 
which they might be fired on oocseion^ were 
marked on the outside with sods and' loose 
stones. Having ascended the second stalcbase, 
they found themselves again on an open plwtlbnii 
and. gallery, exposed to a fir© both of musketiy 
and wall-guns, if, being come with hostile inteoit, 
they had ventured farther. A third flight of 
steps, out in the rock like the former,' but not 
oavemed over, led tliem finally into the battwy 
at the foot of the tower. This last stair also was 
naiTow' and steep, and, not to mention fim 
which might he directed on it from above,: ofle 
or two resolute men with pikes and battle^oxiBs 
could have made the pass goo4 against huhdifeds; 
for the staiieaae would hot admit :two persons 
ahreas!^ was not secured miy nert of' 
I balustrade^ or rajUng; from the sheer an4 abrupt 
I; pre^{ficihVhiit^im fflot of which t^e now 





Sb thati under 
^ Beonre this 
forties, a persoit of weak nerves 
, isuii.liable to become dizzy, might have 
to have achieved the 
e^tjj^obilib the castle, even supposing no resist- 
auobdaad been offered. 

^ Balgetty, too old a soldier to feel such 

tbrehiiiors^ had no sooner arrived in the courtyard, 
be protested to God the defences of Sir 
Duncan^s castle reminded him more of the 
notable fortress of Spaudau, situated in the 
lyjiurbh' of Brandenburg, than of any place whilk 
it had been his fortune to defend in the course 
of his travels. Nevertheless, he criticised con- 
siderably the mode of placing the guns on the 
battery we have noticed, observing, that ‘where 
cannon were perched, like to skarts or sea-gulls, 
on^&e top of a rock, he had ever observca that 
they astonished more by their noise than they 
diemayed by the skaith or damage which they 
oob^oned.' ^ 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conducted the 
soldier into the tower ; the defences of which 
were a portcullis and iron-clenched oaken door, 
the tiu&ness of the wall being the space between 
them. He had no sooner arrived in a hall Lung 
with tapestry, than^ the captain prosecuted his 
militai^ criticism. It was, indeed, suspended 
by the sight of an excellent breakfast, of which 
he partook with great avidity ; but no sooner 
had he secured this meal, than he made the 
tour of the apartment, examining the ground 
around the castle very carefully from each win- 
dow in the room. He then I’eturned to liis 
chair, and, throwing himself back into it at his 
length, stretched out one manly leg, and tauping 
his jack -boot with the riding- rod whicn he 
carn^ in his hand, after the manner of a half- 
bred man who affects ease in the society of his 
betters, he delivered liis unasked opinion as 
follows : — ‘This house of yours, now, Sir Duncan, 
is a very defensible sort of a tenement, and yet it 
is haraly such as a cavalicro of honour would 
expect to maintain his credit by holding out for 
ipany days. For, Sir Duncan, if it pleases you 
tq xLQtide, your house is overcrowed, and slighted, 
or oemmanded, as we military men say, by yonder 
rpilUdbillodi: to the landward, whereon au enemy 
such a battery of cannon as would 
mas^ ^e.glad to beat a chamade within forty- 
ei^t^lnours, unless it pleased the Lord extra- 
omijS^ly to allow mercy.* 

is no road,’ replied Sir Duncan, some- 
* by which cannon can be brought 
Av^uvonr. The swamps and morasses 
hmise would scarce carry yom* horse 
exciting by such paths as could be 
itnpBBsab^^ within a few hours.’ 

said the captain, ‘it is your 
} n^npi^ae so ; and yet we martial men 
i ^ sea-coast there is always 

,, j seehig that cannon and munition, 
K^nnot be transported by land, may 
— ght by sea near to the pla-ce 
put 4rL action. Neither is a 
:,lu ^ be 




ami slz-j 

(ff poke, as stroing bl, 
and put to the flwbrd, 
ransom, the defenders, beipg im thpiesl 
number,’ * ' ' ' ^ \\f 

Notwithstanding Sir DunoanOainpb^Tfl^^ 
ledge of the world and his power of cpUjii^i^bU 
internal emotion, he appeared piqued ah| 
these reflections, which the oaptam made wl^1^e> 
most unconscious gravity, having nierely^sembiiMl 
the subject of conversation as one upon wb^:be 
thought liimsclf capable of shining, and, aS 
say, of laying down the law, without exaetl^^jbef 
collecting that the topic might not be eq[U%]^ 
agreeable to his landlord. ’ . 

‘To cut this matter short,’ said Sir Duiio|i»i 
with an expression of voice and oouAtenahjia 
somewhat agitated, ‘ it is unnecessary for 
to tell me, Gajttain Dalgetty, that a castle 
he stormed if it is not valorously defended, ^or 
surprised if it is not heedfully watched. I tr^t 
this poor house of mine will not be found rft 
any of these predicaments, should even Captain 
Dalgetty himself choose to beleaguer it.’ ' ^ ' 

‘ For all that, Sir Duncan,* answered the p^- 
severing commander, ‘ I would premoriish you^ 
as a friend, to trace out a sconce ujx)!! that round 
hill, witli a good graffe, or ditch, whilk may 1^ 
easily accomplished by compelling the labour* ^6f 
the boors in the vicinity ; it being the custom ot 
the valorous Gustavus Adolphus to flght asmu<^ 
by the spade and shovel, as by swora, pike, and ‘ 
musket. Also, 1 would advise you to uaiify the 
said sconce, not only by a foussie, or graffe; btit 
also by certain stackets, or palisades.’ — (Here Sir 
Duncan, becoming impatient, left the apartment, 
the captain following him to the door, and raisihg 
his voice as he retreated, until he was fairly 
of hearing.) — ‘The whilk stackets, or palisiules, 
should be artificially framed with re-enterii^ 
angles and loon-holes, or crenelles, for muskel^; 
whereof it shall arise that the foeman— ^ The 
Highland brute ! the old Highland brute I Th^ * 
are as nroud as peacocks, and as obstinate as 
— and here he has missed an opportunity of mak- 
ing his house as pretty an irregular fortification 
as an invading army ever broke their teetb 
— But I see,' he continued, looking down jfrOT' 
the window upon the bottom of the preeij^i^ * 
‘they have got Gustavus safe ashore.— Prop^ 
fellow ! 1 would know that toss of his head ambl^ 
a whole squadron. I must go to see ifbat 
are to make of him.’ • - .. .V; 

He had no sooner reached, however, tbq 
to the seaward, and put himself in the 
descending tlie staircase, than two 
sentinels, advancing their Lochabet 
him to understand tliat this was $ i 
danger. 

‘Diavolol’ said the soldier, 'and 
no password. I could not sp^k a sy}" 
salvage gibbciish, an it were to save 
provost-marshal.* 

‘ I will be your surety, Captain _ . 

Sir Diincan, who had again apprqa0}ii 
out his observing from whepce ' 5 * "" 
together, and see how you]e “ 

=aci56mmodated,V , . ' ,v 

ji. a 's 1- ' 









eonoealed the litables 
aiid omttoabelonging to the ooatle. Captain 

Dil)w^ Ikoame eeiAible, at the same time, that 
thf ^iSe of the castle to the laud was rendered 
totally im^^eseihle by a ravine, partly natural, 
'attd%artly warped with great care and labour, f.o 
aa to w only passed by a drawbridge. Still, how- 
ever, the captain insisted, notwithstanding the 
trhiiilphant air with which Sir Duncan pointed 
out hfs defences, that a sconce should be erected 
on Dramsnab, the round eminence to the east ol 
the castle, in respect the house might bo annoyed 
from tbnnoe by ouming bullets full of lire, shot 
out of fiannon, according to the curious invention 
Of Stephen Bathian, King of Poland, whereljy 
that ^prince utterly ruined the great Muscovite 
city of Moscow. This invention, Captain Dal- 
getty owned, he had not yet witnessed, but 
observed, * that it would give him particular de- 
lectation to witness the same put to the proof 
against Ardenvohr, or any other castle of similar 
stWngth ; ’ observing, that so curious an experi- 
ment could not but afford the greatest delight to 
all admirers of the military art. 

Sir Duncan Campbell diverted this conversa- 
tion by carrying the soldier into his stables, and 
suffering him to arrange Gustavus ‘according to 
his own will and pleasure. After this duty liad 
been carefully iicrformed, Captain Dalgetty pro- 
pped to return to the castle, observing, it was 
nie intention to spend the time betwixt this and 
dinUCr, which, he presumed, would come upon 
the parade about noon, in burnishing his armour, 
whi^, having sustained some injury from the 
sea*air, might, he was afraid, seem discreditable 
in the eyes of M^Callum Moi-e# Yet, while they 
were returning to the castle, he failed not to warn 
Sir Duncan Campbell against the great injury he 
might sustain by any sudden onfall of an enemy, 
whereby his horses, cattle, and granaries might be 
be out off and consumed, to his great prejudice ; 
wberdibre he again strongly conjured him to coii- 
struot a soonoc upon the round liill called Drum- 
sns^, and offered his own friendly services in 
lining out the same. To this disinterested advice 
Sir Duncan only replied by ushering his guest to 
his apartment, and informing him that the tolling 
of the castle bell would make him aware when 
dinner was ready. 


CHAPTER XT. 

thy castle, Baldwin? Melancholy 
Dhjj^ys oer sabl^ banner from the doiijon, 
Dancemnig the foam of the whole surge beneath. 
Were 1 a habitant, to see this gloom 
FoUtite the face of nature, and to hear 
The ceaseless sound of wave and sea-bird’s scream, 
rd wish me m the hut that poorest peasant 
E'er fraiued, to give him temporary shelter. 

^ I Brown. 

t«BM] Llaut ritt-master would willingly have 
sMbUqiw Itis leisure in studying the exterior of 
'jtkutdsn’s castle, and verifying his own mill- 
Upon the nature of its defences* But 
awmtMltinel, whoxnounted guard with a Looh- 
akji* IWM at the door of his apartmeut, gave him 
Wti4M;aiid» by very ekoificaiit sig^, that be 
^ te a sort of btmotMhle eaptivity. 


It is atrauge, thought the ritt^master to htm^ 
seb^ how well these sateages understand the rules 
and praotuiuc of war. Who would have pre- 
supposed their acquaintance with the maxim of 
the great "and godlike Gustavus Adolphus, that a 
hog of truce should bo half a messenger, half a 
spy ?— And, having finished burnishing his arms> 
lie sat down patiently to compute how much half 
a dollar per diem would amount to at the end of 
a six months’ campaign ; and, when he had 
settled that problem, proceeded to the more ab« 
struso calculations necessary^ for drawing up a 
brigade of two thousand men on the principle of 
extracting the square root. 

From Ins nmsings he was aroused by the joyful 
sound of the dinner-hell, on which the High^ 
landei, lately his guard, became his gentleman- 
usher, and marshalled him to the hall, where a 
table with four covers bore ample proofs of High- 
land hospitality. Sir Duncan entered, conduct- 
ing his lady, a tall, faded, melancholy female, 
dicssed in deep mourning. They were followed 
by a Presbyterian clergyman, in his Geneva cloak, 
and wearing a black skull-cap, covering his short 
hair so closely that it could scarce be seen at all, 
so that the unrostiicted ears had an undue pre- 
dominance in the general aspect. This ungracefiil 
fishion was universal at the time, and partly led 
to the nicknames of Roundheads, prick-eared ours, 
and so forth, which the insolence of the cavaliers 
liberally bestowed on their political enemies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest to his 
lady, who received his technical salutation with a 
stiff and silent reverence, in which it could scarce 
bo judged whether pride or melancholy had the 
greater share. The ohurchman, to whom he was 
next presented, eyed him with a glance of mingled 
dislike and curiosity. 

The captain, well accustomed to worse looks 
from more dangerous persons, cared ve^ little 
cither for those of the lady or of the divinei but 
bent his whole soul upon assaulting a huge piece 
of bocf, which smoked at the nether end of the 
table. But the onslaught, as he would havs 
termed it, was delayed until the conclusion of a 
very long grace, betwixt every section of iVhicli 
Dalgetty handled his knife and fork as he might 
have done his musket or pike when going upon 
action, and as often resigned them unWulimriy 
when the prolix chaplain commenced another 
clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan listeu^ 
with decency, though he was supposed ratW to 
have joined the Covenanters out of devotion to 
his chief, than real respect for the cause either 
of liberty or of Presbytery. His lady alone at- 
tended to the blessing with symptoms of* deep 
ao^iescence. 

The meal was performed almost in Carthusian 
silence ; for it was none of Captain Dalgetty’s 
habits to employ his mouth in talki^ udiile it 
could be more profitably occupied, w Dimcan 
was absolutely silent, and the lady and churoh- 
man only occasionally exchanged a few words, 
spoken low and indiaunotly. 

But when the dishes were removed, and their 
place supplied by liquors of various sorin, Oaptafn 
Dalgetty no longer had, hiinself, the same wei^ty 
reasons ihr rilence, mxA began to tite of thatof the 
restofthtompany^ Seoommenced a new attack 
upon hklaUwoM, upon the former ground* 
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Hmt round montiole, or hilli or 
oiiiineiM )$9 to]!niqd t>nunmib, I i^ould be proud 
to aiAd eome dialogue with you, Sir Dunoan, on 
the nature of the soonce to be there oonstruoted ; 
and whether the angles thereof should be aoutc or 
obtUSe-^-«nout whilk I have heaid the great Veit- 
Hareeohal Bannier hold a learned argument with 
General Tiefenbaoh during a still-stand of arms.' 

* Captain Dalgotty/ answered Sir Duncan very 
dryly, *it is not our Highland usage to debate 
military points with strangers. This castle is 
like to hold out against a sti'ougcr enemy than 
anyforce which the unfortunate gouileinen we left 
at jDarnlinvaraoh are able to bring against it.’ 

4 deep sigh from the lady accompanied the 
condusiou ofher husband’s speech, whicli seemed 
to remind her of some painful circumstauco. 

' He who gave,' said the clergyman, addressing 
hor in a solemn tone, * hath Uken away. May 
you, honourable lady, be long enabled to say, 
Blmed be his name ! ’ 

To this exhortation, wliich seemed intended 
for her sole behoof, the lady answered by an in- 
clination of her head more humble than Captain 
Dalgetty had ye t observed her make. Supposi ng 
he should now find her in a more conversable 
humour, he proceeded to accast her. 

*It is indubitably very natural that your 
ladyship should be downcast at the mention of 
iniutary prejiarations, whilk I have observed to 
spread perturbation among w'omen of all nati<m.s, 
and almost all conditions. Nevertheless, i’en- 
thesilea, in ancient tunes, and also Joan of Aic, 
and others, were of a ditfereut kidney. And, as 
I have learned w'hile 1 served the S}Yamard, the 
Duke of Alva in former times had the leagticr- 
lasses who followed his camp marshalled into 
tertkis (whilk we call iegiments)„ and ofllcered 
and commanded by those of their own feminine 
gender, and regulated by n coiuinander-in-chief, 
called in German Hurcweibler, or, as wo would 
say vernacularly, captain of the fjueans. True 
it is, they were pei-sons not to bo named as 
parallel to your ladyship, being such qu<p quers- 
tvm coTporihus faciehniU, as we saief of Jean 
Droohiels at Marischal College ; the same 
whom the French term curtisaiuicSf and we in 
Scottish * 

‘ The lady will spare you the trouble of further 
exposition, Captain Dalgetty,’ said his host, 
sotnewhat sternly; to which the clergyman 
addodf 'that such discourse better Inditted a 
watob- tower j^rded by profane soldiery than 
the board of an honourable ])crson and the 
presepoe of a lady of <piality.’ 

' Cmving your })ardon, dominie, or doctor, auf 
qU4KUnqw alio nomiur gavdes^ for 1 would liave 
you to Know I have studied jiolite letters,' said 
tbe unabashed envoy, fillmg a great cup of wine, 
' X see no ground for your re})roof, seeing 1 did 
npt fitpejdc of these iu/peit persotuc as it their 
oOCUjMtjoSt or character was a projior subject ot 
eonv^ias^on for this lady's presence, })ut simply 
jHur as illustrating the matter in hand, 

natnelifi their netuial courage and andaedty, 
mp^ei^ncedj doubtless, by the desperate cir- 
of their oondition/ 

* Dataetiy, ' Sir Punean Campbell, 
^to mak short this disooursei I must acquaint 
you that I haice some bufinees to dsspMoh 


to-night, in order to enabll^ nle to ride with 
to-morrow towards Inveraiy ; and therstoret*^'^ 

/To ride with this pewloh to-^morrow^* to- 
claimed his lady ; * such cannot be your purpose, 
Sir Duncan, unless you have forgotten uia£ tho 
moiTow is a sad anniversary, and dedicated^ to 
as sad a solemnity.' « 

^ I had not forgotten,’ answered Sir Duncan j 
Hiow is it ])0S8ibie 1 can ever forget t but the 
lu^cessity of the times requires 1 should send this 
oflicor onward to Invorary without loss of time/ 

‘Yet surely, not that you should acoompany 
him in person ? ’ inquired the lady. ** 

* It were better 1 did,’ said S*r Dunoan ; * yet 
I can wTite to the marquis, and follow on tlie 
subse( 4 iicnt day. — Captain Dalgetty, 1 will de>* 
spatch a letter for yon, explaining to the Marquis 
nf Aigyle your character and commission, with 
wdiich you will please to prejiare to travel to 
Inverary early to-morrow morning.* 

*Sir Duncan Campbell,’ said Dalgetty, *1 afu 
doubtless at your discretionary disposal in this 
matter ; nut the less, 1 pray you to remember the 
blot wliioli will fall upon your own escutcheon, 
if you do in any way suner me, being a com- 
mishionatc flag of truce, to be circumvented 
in this matter, whether c/«/w, ri, vel precario; 
1 do not say by your assent to any wrong done 
to me, but even through absence of any due oare 
on your j)art to prevent the same.* 

* You are under the safeguard of my honour, 
sir,’ answered Sir Dmicau Campbell, 'and that 
lb more than a suiHciont security. And now,' 
continued he, rising, ' I must set the example of 
rctiiiiig,* 

Dalgetty saw himself under the neoessity of 
following the liint, though the hour was early ; 
but, like a skilful general, he availed hiineelf of 
every iubtant of diday which circuTiistanoes per- 
mitted. 'Trusting to your honourable parole,' 
said he, hlliiig his cu)), *I drink to you. Sir 
Duncan, and to the continuance of your honour- 
able house.’ A sigh from Sir Duncan was the 
only reply. — 'Also, madam,’ said the solder, 
repleuisning the qiiaigh with all possible de- 
spatch, ' 1 drink to your honourable health, and 
fulfilment of all your virtuous desires ;*-»and, 
reverend sir’ (not "forgetting to fit the action to 
the wordb), ‘ I fill this euj) lo the drowning of 
all unkindiicas betwixt you and Captain Dalgetty 
- I should say Major ; — and, in rcspect^e flagon 
contains hut one cup more, 1 drink to Cne hemth 
of all lioiiourablc cavaliers and brave soldados ; 
—and, the flask being empty, I am ready, Sir 
Duiictiij, to attend your funotionaiy, or eentine], 
to my place of private repose.’ 

He received a formal iiennlssion to retire, 
an assurance that, as the wine seemed to he to 
his taste, another measure of the same vintSgS 
should attend him presently, in order to s^Ec 
the hours of his solitude. ^ 

No sooner had the captain roaohoiTthe apart- 
ment lhan this iiromise was fulfilled ; and, in a 
sliort time aft<»rwards, the added coiAfoTfri *if 0 
liasty of red-deer venison rendered Miiti very 
Wlerant both of confinement and want of seoim« 
.The same domestic, a sort of ehamberialtiy wild 
pla^ this good cheer in his apartmentt 

sealed anri risd up wMi a 
silken thread, acooruing to th# enlfim df m 
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forms ’<tf 'n^ to' 

tioaJd of and so fom. The 
at the same time apprised the ritt- 
niii$w.t&it he must take horse at an early hour 
• for;fnvemyr where the packet of Sir Duncan 
wodld he at once his intr^uction and his pass- 
pcn:^* > Not forgetting? that it was his object to 
ooj^t.informatiou as well as to act as an envoy, 
and deidrous, Jar his own sake, to ascertain Sir 
Suneah’s reasons for sending him onward with- 
out his personal attendance, the ritt-mastcr 
inq,uil^ at the domestic, with all the precaution 
that his experience suggested, what were the 
reasons which detained Sir Duncan at home on 
the sueoeeding day. The man, who was from 
the Lowlands, replied, ‘ that it was the habit of 
Sit Duncan and his lady to observe as a day of 
solemn ihst aUd humiliation, the anniversaiy on 
which their castle had been taken by surprise, 
and their children, to the number of four, de- 
stroyed cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters, 
daring Sir Duncan’s absence upon an expedition 
which the Marquis of Argyle had unaertaken 
against the Macleans of the Isle of Mull.’ 

* Truly,’ said the soldier, ‘your lord and lady 
have some cause for fast and humiliation. 
Nevertheless, I will venture to pronounce, that 
if he had taken the advice of any experienced 
soldier, having skill in the practiq^ues of defend- 
ing plae^ of advantage, he would have built a 
sconce upon the small nill which is to the left of 
the drawbrigg. And this 1 can easily prove to 
you, mine honest friend ; for, holding that pasty 
to be the castle — What’s your name, friend ? ’ 

* Lorimer, sir,’ replied the nun. 

, * Here is your health, honest Lorimer. — I say, 
Lorimer — holding that pasty to be the main 
body or citadel of the place to be defended, and 
taking the marrow - bone for the sconce to be 
ereotwi’-^ — 

’ ‘I fa sorry, sir,’ said Lorimer, internipting 
him, ' that I cannot stay to hear the rest of your 
deiqpnetxation ; but the bell will presently ling. 
As worftiy Mr. Graneangowl, the marquis’s own 
chaplain, does family worship, and only seven of 
our household out of sixty persons understand 
the. Scottish tongue, it would misbecome any one 
of them to be absent, and greatly prejudice me 
in the opinion of my lady. There are pipes and 
tobacco, sir;: if you please to drink a wliili of 
i smoke, aiXt^ if you want anything else, it shall 
I be Ibrthooming two hours hence, when prayers 
' aroover/ So saying, he left the apartment. 

H^sooner was^he gone than the heavy toll of 
^tle^bell summoned its inhabitants to- 
getliet.^ and was answered by the shrill clamour 
of.^ females, mixed with the deei)er tones of 
as, talking Earse at the top of their 
ihey hurried from different quartern by 
a yarrow gallery, which served as a 
‘larfon to many rooms, and, among 
i.thjsit.in which Captam Dalgetty was 

fhere jthey go as if they were beating 

thought the soldier to himself; 

the parade^ I will look out, 
oi' freidi air, And tn^e mine own 



heaa^ hia wjithHie ax^, advan^ 
hlth from ^e' 'disUnt^end of the g 
whMing, half hummmga Qaelic tune. Tq h^ve 
shown a^y want of confidence would ha^ Wn 
at once impolitic and unbecoming his mi^iry 
character ; so the captain, putting the heat' fae 
upon his situation he ooula, whistl^ a Swedish 
retreat, in a tone still louder than the UoM^ 
his sentinel ; and retrea^g pace by pAee ^th 
an air of indifference, as if his on)y piirpiise 
been to breathe a little fresh air,'he . shiAt^j^ 
door in the face of his guard, when thC; 
had approached within a few paces of him. v , 

It IS very well, thought the litt^masmr to 
himself ; he annuls my parole by putting l^rds 
upon me, for, as we used to say at ifiSsdhal 
College, ei fiduda mivt relaUva* and if he 
does not tnist my word, I do not see how I am 
bound to keep it if any motive should oectiir fqr 
my desiring to depart from it. Surely the moral 
ob] nation of the ‘parole is relaxed, in as fifr as 
physical force is siibstituted instead thereof. 

Thus comforting himself in the rnemphyslcal 
immunities which he deduced from the vigilance 
of his sentinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty relmred to 
his apartment, where, amid the theoretical qaL 
dilations of tactics, and the occasiomd more 
practical attacks on the dask and pasty, he con- 
sumed the evening until it was time to go ib 
repose. He was summoned by Lorimer at'nreak 
of day, who gave him to understand that, wheh 
he had broken his fast, for which he prwhoed 
ample materials, his guide and horse were ih 
attendance for his jouniey to Inverary. After 
complying with the hospitable hint Of 
chamberlain, the soldier proceeded to take he^sek 
In passing through the apartments, he obse^liel 
that domestics were busily employ^ in hartig^ 
the gi’eat hall with black cloth, a 
which, he said, he had seen practised wlien:imo^ 
immortal Gustavus Adolphus lay in state in the 
castle of Wolgast, and which, therefore, jWe 
opined, was a testimonial of the stcicte^ olid ! 
deepest mouniing. ' ^ 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed, he 
himself attended, or perhaps guarded, by 
six Campbells, well armed, commanded ^Ohe 
who, from the target at his shoulder anai^^ . 
short cock’s feather in his bonnet, as ' 

from the state which he took upon 
claimed the rank of a Duinb^-wassel, or oleiiaihiaii 
of superior rank ; and indeed, from hia 
of deportment, could not stand in a more dMairo 
degree of relationship to Sir Drmcan lhad 
of tenth or twelfth cousin at farthest. 
was impossible to extract positive infdrtpMioii 
on this or any other subject, inasmh^ 
neither this commander nor any of Ws ^ 
spoke English. The captain rode, and h& i , 
tary attendants walked; but such was 
activity, and so numerous the impe(^%^ ' 
which the nature of the road plresented, 
equestrian mode of travelling, that, & 
being retarded by ihe slowness of their Idq, 
difficulty was rather in keeping up 
gmdes. He ohserved that' they ’ ( 
wu4»di^ him with a shAi^ ^ei 
jeahius Af some effhrt,to esoape ; 

/A *' '" ' '' ' ' — r-,'— E 

‘ i;* ; pium' fiducia sunt lelatxva. ‘ 
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„ <kr(»iuiog a brook, om of tho 
.to blow tji4 Jnatoh of bSs pifioo, 
to understand that he would run 
tfom oase of an attempt to pai*t oompany. 
Piuiget^ did not augur much good from the close 
watoh thus maintained upon his 2 )erson ; but there 
waa PiO remedy, for an attempt to escape from 
hia attendants in an imj^rvious and unknown 
ootthtry would have been little short of insanity. 
^ therefore plodded patiently on through a 
waste and savage wildornoss, treading j^eths 
whiah were only known to tho shepherds and 
cattle-drivers, and passing, wdth much more of 
discomfort than satisfaction, many of those suh- 
llma combinations of mountainous scenery which 
now dxttw visitors from every corner of England, 
to least their eyes upon Hi^iland grandeur and 
their palates upon Highland fare. 

At length tiiev arrived on the southern verge 
of t^t noble lake upon which Inverary is situ- 
ated ; and a bugle, which the Duiuh4-w'assel 
windkl till rook and greenwood rang, served as a 
signal to a well-manned galley, which, starting 
from a creek where it lay concealed, received 
the party on board, inclmung Oustaviis ; w'hich 
sCgaoioUs quadruped, an experienced traveller 
both by water and land, walked in and out of 
the boat with the discretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fyne, Captain 
Dalgetty might have admired one of the grandest 
scenes which nature affords. He might have 
noticed the rival rivers, Aray and Shiray, whu'h 
pay tribute to the lake, each issuing from its 
own dark and wooded retreat. Ho might havo 
marked, on the soft and gentle slope that ascends 
from the shores, the noble old Cotnic castle, with 
its varied outline, embattled walls, towers, and 
outer and inner couits, which, so far as the 
picturesque is concerned, presented an aspect 
much more striking than the present massive 
and uniform mansion. He might have admired 
those dark woods which for many a mile sui- 
rounded this strong and princely dwelling, and 
his eye might have dwelt on the picturesque 
peak of Duniquuich, starting abruptly from tho 
la)ce, and raising its scathed brow into the mists 
of middle sky, while a solitary watch-tower, 
pmhed on its top like an eagle's nest, gave dig- 
tiijiff to the scene ny awakening a semse of |» 08 sibic 
danger. All these, and every other accom|)ani- 
manit of this noble s<‘ene, Captain Dalgetty might 
haim marked if he had l>con so minded. Hut, 
to tonfeas the truth, the gallant captain, who 
had eaten nothing since claybreak, was chiefly 
intefestml b^ tho smoko wliich ascended from 
tm oastle chimneys, and the expectations which 
tlja seemed to warrant of his encountering an 
abnlld«mt stock of provant, as he was wont to 
CaU supplies of this i ature. 

boat soon approached tho rugged ]ner, 
Whf4h abfttted into the l(»ch from the little town 
of 4^i|imryi then a rude assemblage of huts 
wiffe ♦♦very* few stone mansions interspersed, 
^Mjohingnpwat^ from tho banks of Loch Fyue 
prmo^pal gate of the castle, before which 
piMmw itself that might easily have 
a heart and turned a more 

iZbwtlar titulttof DnimilNwkat. 


CJSMPTJSjl^Jr/i 

For ctoM aftd crooked OdnoMl* iii 

Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wh* 

Restless, unfix'd in principle and place. 

In power unpleased, impatient in ditgimca 

Absalom and Ac^fW;^ 

This village of luverary, now a neat ooifrltty 
towm, then partook of the rudeness of the lieveb« 
tceutli century, in tho miserable appearanoe of 
the houses and the irregularity of the tutpaved 
street. Hut a stronger and more terrible ^a- 
racteristic of the period a])pearcd in the market' 
place, which was a space of irregular width, 
half-way betwixt the harbour, oi^per, and the 
frowning castlo-gate, which terminated, with its 
gloomy archway, portcullis, and flankerSi the 
upi>er end of the vista. Midway this KNUse was 
erected a rude gibbet, on which hung nve dead 
bodies, two of which from tlieir dregs seSmed 
to have been Lowlundcrs, and tho other three 
corjises were muillcd in their Highland plaids. 
Two or three women sat under the gallows, who 
seemed to be mourning, and singing the coronach 
of tho deceased in a low voice, nut the spectacle 
was api>arently of too ordinarv occurrence to 
havo much interest for the inhabitants at large, 
who, while tliey thronged to lo()k at the military 
figure, the horse of an unusual size, and the 
imrnished panoply of Captain Dalgetty, seexOod 
to bestow no attention whatever on the piteous 
H|>eotucle uhi(h their ow^n markot- 2 >laoe anorded. 

Tho eu\oy of Montrose was not quite so indif* 
ferent ; aurf, hejiring a word or two of English 
escaiKi from a Higliuinder of decent appearance, 
he immediately halted Oustavus and addressed 
him. * The provost-marshal has been bu^y here, 
iiiy friend. May I crave of you what these 
delinquents have been jnstilied for?* 

He looked towards tho gibbet as he Spoke ; 
and the Gael, comnrehoudiug his meaniugl^ther 
by his actions than his words, immediately 
leplied, * Three gentlemen catorans, — God sain 
them’ (crossing lumsolO—*twa f^assenaoh l4ts 
o’ bodies that w^adna do something that M^CaUum 
>roro bade them ; * and, turning from DalgeHy 
with an air of indifference, away he Wfukedi 
staying no further question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders and pro-* 
cecdwl, for Sir Duncan Campbeirs tenth or 
twelfth cousin had already shown sotfo signs of 
imiiatiencc. • 

At the gate of tho castle another terrible 
siHJctacle of feudal power awaited Win, Within 
a htocluulo or palisado, which seemed latsly to 
havo been added to tho defences of the j " 
and which was ]>rotGcted by two pieces Uf 1 
artillery, was a small enclosure, whetS btO 
huge block on which lay an axe. Both wbSs 
smeared with recent blood, and a 
sawdust strewed around, partly iltgMl 4m 
partly obliterated the 
execution. 

As Dalgetty looked on this 
terror, his principal guide iud-^ 
him by the Acirt of his Jerkin, 
attrwjted his attention, winlwft saui 
his finger to a pole fixed on 
supported a human head, bsij^ 


marks of a vesy Ifte 
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(tUtlsNr. Albert wu a Ie«r on th« 
tM as^e pointed to tlus gliaetly 
^ wbio)i eeemed to hie fellow-ti’aveller 
i^otiblxig good. 

;ty dirootmted from his horse at the 
a*ld Gustavus was taken from him 
hi% being permitted to attend him to 



tavnsr said he to himself; *if anything but 
good happens to me, I had bettor have left him 
at iQamlmvarach than brought him here among 
thOlie Highland salvages, who scarce know the 
head of a horse from liis tail. But duty must 
part a man froA his nearest and dearest— 

cannons are roaring, lads, and the colours 
‘A t seek honour must never fear dying ; 


ThoL i^Oiit cavaliers, let us toil our brave trade in, 
Gospel and the bold King of 

Sweden.' 

, Thna silencing nis aimrehensions with the butt- 
end of a military ballad, he followed his guide 
into a sort of guard-room tilled with armed 
Highlandeiifi It was intimated to him tliat he 
must remain here until his arrival was com- 
nitmioated to the marejuis. To make this coni- 
mnuioation the more intelligible, the doughty 
oaplain gave to the Duinhc-wassel Sir Duncan 
Oampbelrs packet, desiring, as well as he could, 
by signs, that it should bo deliveied into the 
marquis’s own hands. His guide nodded and 
withdrew. 

The captain was left about half an hour in 
this place, to endure uitli indiifbroiico, or leturn 
with scorn, the inquisitive, and, at the same 
time, the inimical glances of the armed Gael, to 
whom his exterior and equipage were as much 
subject of curiosity as his person and country 
seemed^matter of dislike. All this he boro with 
military nonchalance, until, at the expiration 
of the above period, a person diessed pi black 
velvet) and wearing a gold cliain like a modern 
magistrate of Edinburgh, but who' was, iu fact, 
steward of the household to the Maiquis ot 
Argyie, entered the apartment, and invited, 
witn solemn gravity, the captain to follow him 
to his master^b pi^souoe. 

The suite or a|>artmonts through which he 
pas^ wer^fillcd with attendants or visitojs of 
[vatioiis dwxiptions, disposed, ])othaps, with 
soms^ ostentation, in ctrdor to iinpross the envoy 
of VbAtrose *with an idea of the superior power 
and Unsgniiioence belonging to the rival house of 
AtfiCym* One anteroom was filled with lacqueys, 

. in brown and yellow, the colours of the 
T, who, ranged in double file, gazed in 

is Jpon Captain Dalgetty as he passed bo- 

twhet thsir ranks. Another was occupied by 
Hmlshd gei^emen and chiefs of small branches, 
wt^^lj^ amusing themselves with chess, back- 
and other games, which they scarce 
i xo gaze with curiosity upon the 
A third was filled with Lowland 
apd officers, who seemed also id 
and, lastly* the preaenoe-ehamber 
to hmtolf show^ him attended W 
_ 4 marked itnjpcrtsnce* 

the felau% doont of wbtrti 



ware opened M thS ration of Captiedn 
getts^. Was a loim deeorateid with 

tapestry and family portraits, and having a 
vaulted eeiling of woodwork, the extrSne 
projections ot the beams being liehly carved 
and gilded. Tlio gallery was lijjhted by lon^ 
lanceolated Gothic casements, di^ded by heavy 
diiafts and filled with painted glass, where the 
sunbeanib glimmered dimly through boars' heads, 
and galleys, and Imtons, and swords, armorial 
bearings of the poi^erful house of Argyle, and 
emblems of the high hereditary offices of Jus- 
ticiary of Sootlaud, and Master of the Royal 
Household, which they long enjoyed. At the 
upper end of this magnificent gallery stood the 
marquis himself, the centre of a splendid circle 
of Highland and Lowland gentlemen, all richly 
dressed, among whom were two or three Of the 
clergy, called in, perhaps, to be witnesses of his 
lordsniji’s zeal for the Covenant. 

The marquis himsoll ^as dressed in the fashion 
of the period, which Vandyke has so often 
painted ; but his habit was sober and uniform 
111 colour, and rather rich than gay. His dark 
complexion, furrowed forehead, and downcast 
look, gave him the appearance of one frequently 
engaged in the oonsideration of important affairs, 
ana who has acquired, by long habit, an air of 
gravity and mystery, which he cannot shake off 
even where there is nothing to be concealed. 
The cast with his eyes, which had procured him 
in the Highlands the nickname of Gillespie 
Grumach (or the grim), 'was less perceptible 
when he looked downward, which perhaps was 
one cause of liis having adopted that habft. In 
person he was tall and tliin, but not without 
that dignity of deportment and manners which 
became bis high rank. Something there was 
cold in his ad^dress and sinister m his look, 
although he spoke and behaved witli the usual 
grace of a man of such quality. He was adored 
by his owm clan, whoso advancement he had 
givatly studied, although he was in proportion 
(iislikcd by the Highlanders of other septs, SomU 
of whom he had already 8 tripi>cd of thw poS** 
scissions, while others conceived themselves in 
danger fiom his future schemes, and all dreaded 
the height to which he was elevated. 

Wo have already noticed that, in displaying 
himself amidst his councillors, his officers of the 
household, and his train of vassals, Allies, nhd 
dependents, the Marquis of Argyle probably 
wished to make an impression on the nervotis 
^stem of Captain Dugald Dalgetty, But Jhat 
doughty person had fought his way, in one de* 
pai-tment or another, through the greater jNWrt 
of the Thirty Years’ War in Germany, a period 
when a brave and successful soldier was a com- 
l>anion for princes. The King of Sweden, and, 
after his example, even the haughty pttnoee of 
the Empire, had found themselves fain, fre- 
quently, to compound vrith their digni^, and 
silence, when they could not satisfy, the peea- 
niaiy claims of their soldiers by admitting 
to unusual privileges and familiorityf Ciptoin" 
Dugald Da&tty had it tb boast, mt he ttod 
sat with pr&vtoe at feasts made Ibr mbnamba, 
and tbenibre wea not e person to he bfoW-b#t 
even by m Whtok surrounded M*Of^biun 
Kora. Indeed, he was naturally by no means 
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mn in the world, but, on the ; 
ehtttrMryi iM so good ^sn opinion of himself, 
into whatever company he ohanoed to be 
he was always proportionally elevated 
in his own conceit ; so that he felt as much at 
ease in the most exalted society as among his 
own ordinary companions. In this high opinion 
of his own rank he was greatly fortified by his 
ideas of the mUitai^ profession, which, in his 
phrase, made a valiant cavalier a camarado to 
an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the mar- 
quis's preseuce-chamber, ho advanced to the 
upper end with an air of more confidenco than 
grace, and would have gone close up to Argyle's 
person before si>eaking, hml not the latter waved 
his hand, as a signal to him to stop short. 
Captain Palgetty did so accordingly, and, ha\iu^ 
nuMle his military congee w'ith oonlidence, 
he thus accosted the manpiis : * Give you goo<l- 
morrow, my lord — or rather I should 303% good- 
even ; Beso a usted los as the Sitaniard 

says.’ 

‘ Who are you, sir, and what is your business 
demanded the marquis, in a tone which was 
intended to interrupt the oiTeiisive familiarity 
of the soldier. 

^That is a fair interrogative, my lord,* 
answered Dalgetty, SvJiich 1 shall forthwith 
answer as becomes a cavalier, and that ^nr- 
emvtorUy as wo used to say at Marisehal 
College.’ 

*See who or what he is, Neal,’ said the niar- 
q^ sternly, to a gentleman who stoo<l near 
him, 

* I will save the honourable gentleman the 
labour of investigation,’ continued the captain. 

^ I am Bugald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket that 
should be, late ritt-master in vaiious ser vices, 
and now major of I know not what or whose 
regiment of Irishes ; and I am come with a flag 
of truce from a high and powerful lord, Janies 
^rl of Montrose, and other noble persons now' 
in arms for his Majesty. And so, God save 
King Charles I ' 

' Do you know where 3^011 are, and the dangiT 
of dallying with us, sir,’ again demanded the 
marquis, ‘that you reply to me as if I were a 
flhild or a fool ? The Karl of Montrose is wdth 
the English malignauts : and I suspect you are ! 
one of those Irish runagates who are come into 
tibis country to bum and slay, as they did under 
Sir PheKm O’Neale.’ 

*My lord,’ replied OapUin Dalgetty, ‘1 am 
no renegade, though a major of Irishes, for which 
I {night rtefer your lorcfehip to the invincible 
Guatavus Adolphus, the Lion of the North, to 
Bannier, to Oxenstiern, to the warlike Duke of 
Scuce*Weimar, Tilly, Wallenstein, Piccoloinini, 
alMl otlijer jgreat captains, both dead and living ; 
and the noble Earl of Montrose, I ])ray 

y^p lordshib to peruse these my full jiowers lor 
trawting with you in the name of that riglit 

B commander.’ 

quis looked slightingly at the signed 
Mpar which Captain Dalgetty handed 
li throwing it with contempt upon a 
I ihoao furound him what he deaeryed 
m ibc avowed ehvoy and agent of 
in onat 


< A high gallowa and i short shMit)' ^fbo 
reac^ answer of one of the hyatondet^ 

‘ I will crave of that honourable cayiuw Who 
hath last spoken,’ said DalgettJ^, *tO%e' less 
hasty in forming his conclusiDUS, and obo of 
your lordship to be c^utelous in adoptioB the 
same, in lespeot such threats are to he held ont 
only to base bisognos, and not to men of epirlt 
and action, who are bound to ])eril themoAves 
as freely iu services of this nature Os upon 
sieges, battles, or onslaughts of any sort* And 
albeit I have not with mo a trumpet, or a white 
flag, in res])Oct our army is not yet Iquipped 
with its full appointments, yet the honoUrA>le 
cavaliers and your lordship must concede unto 
mc‘, that the sanctity of an eiiv&y who oomath 
on matter of truce or ])arley consisteth not in 
tlio fanfare of a trum]>ct, whilk is but a W>und, 
or in the flap of a wdiite flag, whilk is but an 
old rag ill itself, but in the confidence ifposcd 
by the jiarty sending and the party sent m the 
honour of those to whom the message is to bo 
carried, and their full reliance that they will 
respect the jns gnitiunif as weel as the law of 
arms, in tlie person of the commissionate.’ 

* You are not come hither to lectUre us upon 
the law* of arms, sir,’ said the marquis, ‘which 
neither does nor can apply to rebels and wur- 
gents ; but to suffer tiio ])cnalty of your inso- 
lence and folly for hringiiig a traitorous mes^iige 
to the Lord Justice-General of Scotland, whose 
duty calls upon him to punish such an offence 
with death.* 

‘Gtmlleineu,’ said the captain, who began 
much to dislike the turn which his mission 
seemed about to "take, ‘ I pray you to remember 
that the Karl of Montrose wul hold yon and 
your possessions liable for whatever iiuuiy my 
]>ersou, or my horse, shall sustain by tneso un- 
S4>emly proceedings, and that he will bo justified 
in executing retributive vengeance on your 
persons and possessions.’ 

This menace was received with a scornful 
laugh, wdiile one of the CaTni^bells replied, ‘olt is 
a far cry to Lochow ; * a proverbial expression of 
the tribe, meaning that their ancient liereditary 
domains lay Wyond the reach of an invading 
enemy, ‘fiut, gentlemen,’ further urged the 
unfortunate captain, w'ho was unwilling to be 
condemned w itliout at least the benefit of a full 
hearing, ' although it is not for me |o say how 
far it may be to Lochow, in ipsjj&ot I am a 
stranger to these paits, yet, what is more to the 
purpose, I tiust you will admit that 1 have tfio 
guarantee of an honourable gentleman of your 
own name, Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardonvohr, 
for my safety on this mission ; and 1 piwy you 
to observe that, in breaking the truce towards 
me, you will highly projudicate his honour and 
fair fame.* 


This seemed to lie new information to 
of the goiitlemoxi, for they spoke aafde with eaim 
other, and the marquis’s face, notwithstaudiug 
his power of suppressing all extermA sigiiB qilm 
jiassions, showed impatience mad vaxatiOik^ 

‘Does Sir Duncan of Avdenvohr 
honour for this person’s safot^i lUy 0w4 






^0 nat 

^ df audh a 


0 ai 4 a okrgymaUf ^maketh the 
to stink.* 

^ Bjr/ said Captain Dalgetty, ‘in re- 

0 p^^:tff 1310 1100 to be denved, I forgive you the 
n^vnorihoBS of your ('oinparison ; and also remit 
jjentlein^ in the red bonnet the disparage 
i4|| epnihet ot/dlow which he has discourteously 
a|>plied to me, who am no way to be distinguished 
by ^e sflme, unless in so far as I have been called 
feUb^-smdier by the great Gustavus Adolphus, 
the liDn of the North, and other choice com- 
maiiders both in Germany and the Low Countries. 
Bht, touching Sir Duncan Campbell’s guarantee 
of toy safety, 1 will gage my life upon his making 
my words good thereanent when he comes hither 
to*toorrow.* 

Sir Duncan be soon expected, my lord,* 
said due of the intercessors, ‘it would be a pity 
to anticipate matters with this poor man.’ 

‘Besides thatj* said another, ‘yoiir lordship — 
I speak with reverence — should at least consult 
the Knight of Ardenvohr’s letter, and leanx the 
tenns on which this Major Dalgetty, as he calls 
hhttself, has been sent hither by him.* 

They closed around the marquis, and con> 
versed together in a low tone, both iii Gaelic and 
Kngflish. The patriarchal i)ower of the chiefs was 
very great, and that of the Marquis of Argyle, 
armea with all his pants of hereditair jurisdic- 
tion, was particularly absolute. But there inter- 
feres some check of one kind or other even in the 
most despotic government. That which miti- 
gated the power of the Celtfc chiefs, was the 
necessity which they lay under of conciliating 
the kinsmen, who, under them, led out the lower 
.orders to battle, and who formed a sort of doimcil 
of the tribe in time of peace. The marquis on 
this occasion thought himself under the necessity 
of attending to the remonstrances of this senate. 


or more properly emnhairle tighe, of the name of 
Campbell, and, slipping out of the circle, gave 
' orders for the prisoner to be removed to a place 
of security. 

f ‘ Prisoner ! * exclaimed Dalgetty, exerting him- 
self vdth such force as well-nigh to shake off 
|twd H^hlanders, who for some minutes past 
|had i^ted the signal to seize him, and kept for . 
teat purple close at his back. Indeed, the soldier 
pad so nearly attained his liberty, that the Mar- 
of Argyle chanpid colour and stepped back 
siwd' ‘paces, laying, however, his hand on his 


';S\|r0r% while several of his clan, with ready de- 
' Votlph, threw themselves betwixt him and the 
^appehsnded vengeance of the prisoner. But the 
[j Htehmd guatds wore too strong to be shaken 
the unlucky captain, after having had his 
weapons taken from him, was dragg^ I 


side- door grated with iron, within I 
li^yhs fnoth^r of wobd^ These were opened I 
old Highlander with a long white I 
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Whoe’er he be that sojourds her©, 

1 pity much his case, : ' . 

Unless he come to wait upon , ^ . 

The I.ord their God, his Grace. ■ '* ; 

Burns's Epigram ©m a VisH U' 

The ca})tain, finding himself deprived of ]%ht 
in the manner we have described, and {dabed in 
a very uncertain situation, preceded to descend 
the narrow and broken stair with all the caution 
in his power, hoping that ho might find at the 
bottom some place to repose himself. But with 
all his care he could not finally avoid making 
a false step, which brought him down the four 
or five last steps too hastily to preserve hiS 
equilibrium. At the bottom he stumbled over 
a bundle of something soft, which stirred and 
uttered a groan, so deranging the captain’s de^ 
scent that lie floundered forward, and finally fell 
upon his hands and knees on the floor of a q^mp 
and stone-paved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty had recovered, his first demand 
was to know over whom he had stumbled. - * 

‘ He was a man a month since, * answered a 
hollow and broken voice. : 

‘And what is he now, then,’ said Dalgetty,, 

‘ that he thinks it fitting to lie upon the mwest 
step of the stairs, and clew’d up like a hurohi|f, . 
tliat honourable cavaliers, who chance to be in 
trouble, may break their noses over him t' 

‘ What is he now ? * replied the same voice ; 

‘ he is a wretched trunk, from which the boti||hs 
have one by one been lopped away, and wmbh 
cares little how soon it is torn up and hewed into 
billets for the furnace.’ 

‘Friend,’ said Dalgetty, ‘I am sorry for you; 
\mtpaiimza, as the Spaniard says. If you hkd 
but been as quiet as a log, as you call yourself, I 
should have saved some excoriations on my 
and knees.’ 

‘You are a soldier,’ replied his fellow-piisonet; 

‘ do you complain on account of a fall for 
a boy would not bemoan himself?’ ' ;V 

‘ A soldier ? ’ said the captain ; ‘ and 
you knoiv, in this cursed dark oavenr, that 1,4m 
a soldier?’ - j > h , 

‘ I heard your armour clash as you feU,*ietolM 
the prisoner, ‘and now I see it glimmer. 
you have remained as long as I in thm darlto^^ 
your eyes will distinguish the smallest sit 
crawls on the floor.’ ; 

‘ I had rather the devil picked them out l’ 
Dalgetty; ‘if this be the case, 1 shidl wlfti a 
sliort turn of the rope, a soldier’s 
leap from a ladder. But what sort of toNiralt 
have you got hem— what food, I meen^wsthet 
in affliction?* 

‘Bread and water onee a day,’ repl^^ 
Toioe. . ‘ y'-" ■; 


46 


^ VMMMYifOVBUS 


MhA M ^ tkKm^tyftipro stfipo to y«!ur 
vtttilke tbsm^ tmd velkxm. With 
4 i h»vo weU%jgK dono^* 

* dwi not wait for a second invitationi 
z out the provisions, began to munoh 
ftt tho 4tale Shtok oaten loaf with as rouoh hoarti- 
neMl as we have seen him pla 3 >^ his part at bettor 
viands. 

'Thu bread,’ he said, muttering (with his 
month iWl at tlio same lime), ‘ is not vei y savoury ; 
nevert^mess it is not much worse than that which 
we ate at the famous le^er at Wcrben, where 
the valorous Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the 
celebrated Tilly, that terrible old hero, who had 
driven two kings out of the field — ^namely, Feidi- 
hand of Bohemia and Christian of Denmark. 
And anent this water, which is none of the most 
sweet, I drink in the same to your speedy de- 
liveranoe, comrade^ not forgetting mine own, and 
devoutly wishing it were Kheuisli wine, or hum- 
ming liubeok beer, at the least, weie it but in 
hbnotu* of the pledge/ 

While Dal^tty ran on in this way, his teeth 
hept time with his tongue, and he sj^eeilily finished 
the provisions which the benevolence or indilfer- 
eUce of his companion in misfortune had aban- 
doned to his voracity. When this task was 
accomplished, he u^rapped himself in his cloak, 
and, seating himself in a corner of the dungeon in 
which he could obtain a suppoit on each side (for 
he had alwi^s been an admirer of elbow-chans, 
he remarked, even from his youth upuard), he 
began to question his fellow-captive. 

* Mine honest friend,’ said he, * you and I, being 
comrades at bed and board, should be lietter 
acquainted. 1 am Dugs Id Dalgetty of Driim- 
thwai^t, and so forth, major in a regiment of 
loyal Irishes, and envoy extraordinary of a high 
and mighty lord, James Kail of Montrose, — Piay, 
what may your name be ? ’ 

*lt will avail you little to know,’ replied his 
more taciturn companion. 

^Let me judge of that matter,’ answered the 
soldier. 

* Well, then— Ranald MaoEagli is my namo-- 
riiat is, Ranald, Son of the Mist.’ 

^ Son of the Mist!* ejaculated Dalgetty. 'Son 
of utter darkness, say 1. But, Ranald, since that 
is your name, how came you in nossession of tlie 
provost’s court of guard ? what tne devil brought 
ydH i^re, that is to say * * 

^Jty misfortunes and my crimes,* answered 
Rsnsdd. ' Know ye the Knight of Ardenvohr * ’ 
fl do know that honourable person,' replied 
bty. 

it know ye where he now is** replied 


FsSting this day at Ardenvohr,’ answered the 
, * that he may feast to-morrow at Inverary ; 


; last purpose if he chance to fail, my 
of human service will be something pre- 

« him know, one claims his iiiierces- 

who is his worst foe and his best friend,’ 
Bunsld. 

1 disU desire to carry a less question- 
'Sir Duncan 

wmk yday at reading riddles with/ 




Qtt his tower at 
left there-^I aDa th^ul 
wolfs den On thO rome, ami 
am the leader of 

Ardenvohr yesterday was fii|eer( yeaii jgfaye 
his four children to the swnrd/ • 

'Tiuly, my honest friend,’ said 
that IS your best recommendation to StriMimiih’s 

in rcs])cei I have observed ^lat eveifthe^lMQii^ 
creation are incensed against those who introiorit 
with their offspring mroibly, much mote any 
lational and Christian creatures who ha'fO had 
violence doi»o upon their small famBy, BUt I 
pray you in courtesy to tell me whether you 
assailed the castle from the hillo^ called Drum- 
snab, whilk 1 uphold to be the true point of 
attack, unless it were to be protect^ by a 
sconce/ 

‘ We ascended the cliff by ladders of withies 
or saplings,' said the prisoner, 'drawn up by au 
accomplice and clansman, who had served six 
months in the castle to enjoy that one night of 
unlimited vengeance. Tlio owl whooped around ' 
us as we hung betwixt heaven and earth ; the 
tide I oared against the toot of the rook and 
dashed asunder our skiff, yet no man's heart 
failed him. In the morning there was blood and 
ashes where there had been peace and joy at the 
sunset.’ 

' It was a pretty camisade, I doubt not, Ranald 
MaoKagdi, a very sufficient onslaught, and not 
unworthily discharged, Nevorthwess I would 
have pressed the house from that little hillook 
called Drumsnab. But yours is a pretty irregulax 
KSc 3 ri;hiaii fashion warfare, Ranald, much resem- 
bling that of Turks, Tartars, and other Asiatio 
people. — But the reason, my friend, the oause of 
this war — tlio feterru/m catim, as 1 may say? 
Deliver me that, Ranald.’ 

‘ We had been pushed at by the M'Atilays and 
other western tribes,’ said Ranald, ' till o«r pos- 
sessions became unsafe for us.* 

'Ahhaf* said Dalgetty ; ' I have faint remem- 
brance of having heard of that matter. Ditfyou * 
not juit bread and cheese into a man’s mouth, 
when he had never a stomach whereunto to 
transmit the same * ’ 

' You have heard, then,’ said Ranald, 'the tale 
of our tevenge on the haughty Forester f* 

' I bethink me that I have,’ said Dalgetty, 'and 
that not of an old date. It was a memy ie^ that, 
of cramming the bread into tne deadmanVmoUth, 
but somewhat too wild and salvage fbr riri|bed 
acceptation, besides wasting the good viotuiris, 

1 have seen, when at a siege or a leaguer, Baindd, 
a living soldier would nave been the better, 
Ranald, for that crust of bread whilk you I^W 
away on a dead pow.’ 

* We were attacked by Sir Duncasn/ ooifkthiljMl 
MacEogh, ' and my brother was alain-"4iii 
was witnering on the battlements wlrioih1ri» fiigltd 
—I vowed revenge, and it ie a vow I hai[0 
broken.’ • » „ 

‘It may be so,* said DakettVi 
thoroughbred soldier will Oonieas thht 1 
a sweet morsel ; but in what 
wiU interest Sir Dunoan in ; 
uxOess it ehould move him to jbleam ^ 
xujeir^uie ioelmn^ mnm 
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Were fyou, Banald, 
„ . \ for'imakenning Sir Duncan, ke^inj 

» 9^ret, and departing quietly 0u&>ca 
mfL your ancestors before you/ 

stranger,* said the Highlander. 

Duncan of Ardf*nvohr had four children, 
died under our dirks, but the fourth sur- 
vives ; and more would he give to dandle on his 
fenee the fourth child wliich remams, than to rack 
idiese old bones, which care little lor the utmost 
indulged of his wrath. One word, if I list to 
Sp^k it, could turn his day of Iminiliation and 
dieting into a jlay of thankfulness and rejoicing, 
and breaking of bread. Oh, I know it by my 
oiyn heart I Dearer to me is the child Kenneth, 
who chased the butterfly on the banks of the 
Aven, than ten sons who are mouldering in earth, 
or atp preyed on by the fowls of the air.* 

* I presume, Banald, ’ continued Dalgetty, ‘ that 
the three pretty fellows whom 1 saw yonder in 
the market-place, strung up by the head like 
rizsered haddocks, claimed some interest in you ^ * 
There was a brief pause ere the Jliglilander 
replied, in a tone of strong emotion , — * They weie 
my sons, stranger — they were my sons !— blood of 
my blood — ^bone of my bone ' — fleet of foot — un- 
erring in aim— unvanquished by foemen till the 
sons of Diarmid overcame them by mimbeis • 
Why do I wish to survive them i The old trunk 
will less feel the rending up of its roots, than it 
has felt the lopping on of its graceful bouglis. 
But Kenneth must be trained to revenge — the 
youim eagle must leani from the old how to stoop 
on his foes. I will purchase for his sake my life 
and my freedom, by discovering my secret to the 
Rni^t of Arden vonr.* 

‘You may attain your cud more easily;* said a 
third voice, mingling in the conference, ^ by en- 
trusting it to me. * 

• All Highlanders ore superstitious. * The 
Enemy of Mankind is among ns 1 * said Ranald 
HaeEagh, springing to his feet. His chain.s 
clattered as he rose, while ho drew himself os far 
as they permitted from the quarter whence the 
voice appeared to proceed. His fear in some 
degree communicated itself to Ca])taiu Dalgetty, 
who began to repeat, in a soit of ])olyglot gil)- 
berish, all the exorcisms he had over heard of, 
without itlfing able to remember more than a 
word or two of each. 

HUmine Donwiif as we said at Marischa] 
madre dt Dios, as the 
Bnanmrd has it , — A lie gviten Ocistcr John derh 

Saith the blessed Psalmist, in Dr. Luthei’s 
tWttWlaUon* 

* A truce with your exorcisms,* said the voice 
they had heard before ; * though 1 come strangely 
iiMUgyOU, 1 am mortal like yourselves, and my 
as^smoe fiay avail you in your present strait, 
if iffe not too proud to be counselled.* 


f t)0tdd discern that the speaker who 
A ttyst^QUsly united himself to their 
mixed In their eonveseation, w*es 
in • Hwy otoak <rf the mar- 
w tonin feet» kt he setr 


inquiry was, how the stranger hfl4 comK» among 
them. ’ 

‘For,* said he, ‘the creak of these rusty bars 
would hoTo been heard had the door been made 
|)ateni ; and if you passed through the keyhole, 
tnily, sir, put what face you will on it, you are not 
lit to be enrolled in a regiment of living man*' 

‘ 1 icscivQ my secret,* answered the stFanger> 
‘until you shall merit the - discovejy by oom^ 
municdting to me some of yours. It tnay 
that I shall be moved to let you out where I 
myself came in.* 

‘ It cannot be through the keyhole, then,* said 
Captain Dalgetty, ‘ for my corselet would ati<^ in 
the passage, wen^ it possible that my headpiaoe 
could get through. As for secrets, 1 have UOpe 
of my own, and but lew appertaining to others. 
Hut impart to us what secrets you desire to know ; 
or, as rrofessor Snufllegreek used to say at the 
l^likiisclial College, Aberdeen, speak that I may 
know thee.* 

‘ It is not with you I have first to do,' replied 
the stranger, turning his light full on the wild 
and wasted features and the limbs of the 
lander, Ranald MacEagh, who, close drawn up 
against the walls of the dungeon, seemed yet 
uncertain whether his guest was a living 
‘ I have brought you something, my 
s<ud the stranger, in a more soothing tone, ‘ to 
mend your fare ; if you are to die to-motrow, it 
is no reason wherefore you should not live to- 
night.* 

‘ None at all —no reason in the creatiop, * Implied 
the ready Captam Dalgetty, who forthwith began 
to unpack the contents of a small basket which 
the stranger had brought under his cloak, While 
the Higldandcr, eithei in suspicion or disdain, 
paid no attention to the good cheer. 

‘Heic's to thcc, my friend,’ said the captain, 
a ho, having already deB}>atched a huge piece of 
roasted kid, was now taking a pull at the wine- 
flask. ‘ What is tliy name, iny good friend ? ' 

‘Murdoch Campbell, sir, ’answered the servant, 

‘ a lackey of the Marquis of Aigyle, and ooCasion- 
ally acting as under- warden.* 

‘ Then here is to thee once more, Murdoch,’ 
said Dalgetty, ‘ drinking to you by your proper 
name for the better luck sake. This winel take 
to be Calcavolla. Well, honest Murdoch, I take 
it on me to say, thou deservest to be upper-wardimi 
since thou sriowe&t thyself twenty ^mes better 
acquainted with the w*ay of victualling honest 
gentlemen that are under misfortune than tW 
principal. Bread and water ! out upon hi*n 1 it 
was enough, Murdoch, to destroy the credit of 
the marquis’s dungeon. But I see you would 
converse with my friend Banald MaoEa|^ here. 
Never mind my presence ; 1*11 get me into thie 
comer with the basket, and I wiU wamnt tey 
. , . , . 1 1®*^® enough to prevent my anW from 

ie tpe stranger thus spoke, he withdrew t nearing you.* 

de of a dark Intern, by whose feeble light I Notwithstanding this promiae, howover, the 

- - veteran listened rnth all the attention oould 

to gather their discourse, or, as he deeerihed it 
himself, ‘W his ears back inhisneok, lilmOns- • 
wW he heard the key turn in the 
^ $ 1:4 iMU^^hevefere, owing to the Ihf/tpom- 
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easily overhear the following 

aware, Son ^^of the Mist,* said the 
i, ^ that you will never leave this place, 
; for the gibbet** , 

j who are dearest to me,* answered Mao- 
, * have trod tliai path before me.* 

_hen you would do nothing,’ asked the 
vhdtori * to shun following them 

t^e prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
befhre returning an answer. 

' I would do ranch,’ at length he said, ' not ftn* 
ray o^vn life, but for the sake of the pledge in the 
glen of Stratliaven.’ 

‘And what would you do to turn away tin* 
bitterness of the hour?* again demanded Mui- 
docdr ; * I care not for what cause ye luoaii to 
shun it* 

^ I would do what a man might do, and still 
oall himself a man.* 

* J)o you oall yourself a man,* said the inter- 
tOgatOF, * who have done the deeds of a wolf * * 

" I do,* answered the outlaw ; ‘ I am a man like 
my forefathers — while wrapped in the mantle of 
peaee, we were lambs— it was rent from us, and 
Ve now call us wolves. Give us the huts ye have 
burned, our children whom ye have murdered, 
OUT widows whom ye have starved — collect from 
the gibbet and the pole the mangled carcases 
and whitened skulls of our kinsmen— bid them 
live and bless us, and we ^vill be* your vassals 
and brothers — ^till then, let death, and blood, and 
mutual wrong, draw a dark veil of division 
between us.’ 

* You will then do nothing for your liberty * * 
said the Campbell. 

‘Anything— but call myself the friend of your 
tribe,* answered MacEagli. 

‘We scorn the friendshi]) of banditti and 
oaterans,* retorted Murdoch, ^and would not 
stoop to accept it, — What I demand to know 
from you, in exchange for your liberty, is, whore 
the daughter and heiress of the Knight of Arden- 
vohr is now to be found ? * 

‘ That you may wed her to some beggarly kins- 
man of your great master,’ said Ranald, ‘after 
the fashion of the children of Diarmid ! Doo» 
not the valley of Glenorquhy, to tliis very lu)ur, 
cfy shame on the violence offered to a helpless 
inlant, whom her kinsmen were conveying t<» the 
couft of the sovereign I Were not her escort 
oorapelled to hide her beneath a cauldron, round 
whiw they fought till not due remained to tell 
the tale I and was not the girl brought to this 
fata] eastie, and afterwards wedded to the brother 
of M*Osllum More, and all for the sake of her 
bro^d lands?’* 

‘ Asud if the tale be true,’ said Murdoch, ‘ she 
hod 41 preferment beyond what the King of Soots 
wMld have conferred on her. Rut this is far 
AM t&e pur|K)6e. The daughter of Sir Duncan 
of Aintovohr ia of out own blood, not a stranger ; 
aim who has so good a right to biow her fate as 
It^Calltun More, the chief of her clan ? * 

Ut is on his part, then, that you demand it ? ’ 

" — 

MeiAk aatory 1$ tdd of the heSress of the dan of Cdder, 


mScI vnGtm. !tlM of % 

assented#, # , f t ^ 

‘And you will prsotlss/o evil 
maiden ?— X have done her Wrong enough sjsesdy#' 

* No evil, upon the word of a Chrfitiaa ttUWt/ 

replied Murdoch. , ^ 

‘And my guerdon is to be life and lihejffyl* 
said the Child of the Mist. 

‘ Such is our poctiou,* replied the Campbell* 

‘ Then know, that the oluld whom X saved 
of com])assion at the s}K)iling of her father's tower 
ot strengtli, was bred as an adopted daughter of 
our tribe, until we were worsted at the pass of 
Hallciidiitbil by the fiend incarnate amf mortal 
enemy of our tribe, Allan M‘Aulay of the Bloody 
hand, and by the horsemen of Lennox, under tim 
lieir of Menteitb.* * 

‘ Fell she into the power of Allan of the Bloody 
hand, ‘ said Murdoch, ‘ and she a reputed daughter 
of thy tribe* Then her blood has gildea the 
dirk, and thou hast said nothing to rescue thine 
own forfeited life.’ 

‘ If my life rests on heis,* answered the outlaw, 

‘ it is 8e<‘ure, for she still survives ; but it has a ^ 
more insecure reliance — the frail promise of a son 
of Diarmid.* 

‘That )>romise shall not fail you,* said the 
Cami)l>cll, ‘ if you can assure mo that she survives, 
and where she is to be found.* 

* In the castle of Daruliuvaraoh,* said Ranald 
MacKagh, ‘under the name of Annot Lyle. I 
have often heaid of lier from my kinsmen, who 
have again approached their native woods, and 
it is not long since mine old eyes behold her.* 

‘You !* said Murdocli, in astonishment, ‘you, 
a chief among the Children of the Mist, and 
ventured so near yoiu mortal foe * * 

‘ Son of Diarmid, I did more,* replied the out- 
law; *1 was in the hall of the oostle, disguised 
as a hari)er from tlie ^\ild shores of Hkiauach. 
My i>urposo was to have plunged iny dirk in the 
body of the M‘Aul.iy with the nloodyjhand, 
before whom our race trembles, and to have taken 
Thereafter what fate God should send me. But 
I saw Annot Lyle, oven when my hand waa on 
the hilt of my dagpr. She touched her cloirsh- 
auli* to a song of the ('liildi'en of the Mist, which 
she had learned when lier dwelling was amongst 
us. The woods in wliieli we liad dwelt pleasantly 
rustled their green leaves in the song, and our 
streams were there with tlie sound of all their 
whalers. My hand forsook the dagger l the foun- 
tains of mine eyes vere opened, and ffiie hour of 
revenge ])asscd away. — And now, son of Disr- 
iiiid, have I not i>aid the ransom of my head ? * 

‘ Ay,* replied Murdoch, ‘ if your tale he tmc ; 
but wliat proof can you assign for it ? * 

‘ Bear witness, heaven and earth,’ exchdmed 
the outlaw, ‘ lie already looks how he may jitep 
over his word ! ’ 

‘Not so,* replied Murdoch; ‘eveiy 
shall be kept to you when I am wuijea yutt nnve 
told me the tnith.— But I mustBpeoKalWwo;^ 
with your companioii in captivity.* . 

* Fair and false— ever fair and Wee,’ 

the prisoner, as he threw hiraoelf onei mm # “ 
the floor of his dungeon. i 

MwnwMle, Capteia 

' — ^ I „ 
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jVftllowllivetosiy tonjef I 
fier of my oufh, 6o far aa I know, 
or$on, to tell him a tale about. 
L6 on^he will have some man- 
am the flank of the old soldier.’ 
S if ho had stood pike in hand 
jh, he waited with caution, but 
commencement of the attack. 

^ Yon are a citizen of the world, Captain Dal- 
t^y,* Murdoch Campbell, * and cannot be 
OOranl of our old Scottish proverb, 
ri0h goes through all nations and all services.’ 
♦Then I should know something of it,' said 


their plan of operations.’ 

^ Just to satisfy your curiosity, ’said Dalgetty, 

* and without any further purpose « ’ 

^ None in the world,’ leplied Miiidoch ; ‘\\liat 
interest shoidd a poor devil like mo take in theii 
operations r 

* Hake your interrogations, then, ’ said the cax>- 
tain, 'ana I will answer them pcrcmptorip,' 

* HOW many Irish may ho op their match to 
join James Graham, the delinquent ^ ’ 

♦probably ten thousand,’ said Captain Dal- 

thousand ! ’ replied Murdoch angiily ; 
'pe.know that scarce two thousand landed at 
Ardncwnurchan.’ 

* 'Then you know more about them than I do,’ 
anitwer^ Captain Dalgetty wiih great coni- 
ppSlflre. *Z never saw them mustered yet, or 
even tinder arms.' 

'And how many men of the clans may be 
eitpeoted ? ' demanded Murdoch. 

: 'As many as they can make,’ replied the 

L ^ You are answering from the xmri>ose, .sir ’ 
nid Murdrtoh ; 'spe^ theie bo 

In J|t<nMand men t ’ 

f 'There and thereabouts,’ answered Dalgetty. 
^Ytftt^are playing with your life, sir, if you 
IfflO with me, replied the catechist ; ' one 
rhlifttin of thine, and in less than ten minutes 
[hl^head han^ on the drawbridge. 

'♦Tjhit to apeedc candidly, Mr. Murdoch,’ replied 
m ha|»taim 'do you think it is a reasonable 
me after the secrets of Our army, 
to serve for the whole campaign ? 
t yon how to defeat Montrose, wnat 
my pay, arrears, and chance of booty 9* 
'yott/ mid Campbell, 'that if yon be 
Jimir campaign shall b^n and end in 
Mw; «* the caatie-gate, which 



you into my—* into the service of M‘Callum M*»Pe.* 
'Does.tne service aflbrd good peyr 
Captain Dalgetiy. i 

’ He will double yours, if you will retM to 
Montrose and act under his direction/ 

' 1 i^ish I had seen yop, sir, before takiim AU 
with him,’ said Dalgetty, appearing to medimtet 
'Oil the contrary, I can afford you m^ 
’ said the Campb 


advantageous terms now,’ said the CampheU; 
'al'ways supposing you arc faithful.* 

'Faithful, that is, to yon, and a traitor ^ 
Montrose t ' answered the captain. 

'Faithful to the cause of leligion and good 
order,’ ansi^eied Muidoch, 'which sanctifies any 
deception yon may employ to serve it.' 

‘ And the Iklarquis of Arnyle— should I incline 


irtth Bethlem Gabor, + or with the Janizaries.’ 

*A man of your experience and unprejudiced 
ideas, then, will understand me at once,’ said 
Kuraoch, ‘when I say, I mean that your freedom 
shall depend on your tnie and iipiight answer to 
a fow trming questions respecting tlie gentlemen 
you have left ; their state of preparation ; the 
number of tiieir men, and nature of their appoint- 
ments ; and as much as you chance to know about 


‘ And the Marquis o 
to enter his service- 
demanded Dalgetty. 


Argyle— should I incline 
is lie a kind master t* 


' Never man kinder,' quoth Campbell. 

' And bountiful to his ofiicers t ^ piunued the 
captain. 

'The most open hand in Scotland,’ replied 
Muidoch. 

' Tnie and faithful to his engagements ? * oon^ 
tmued Dalgetty. * 

'As honouiablo a nobleman as breathesi* said 
the clansman. 

'I nevci heard so much good of him I)efore/ 
said Dalgetty ; ' you must know the 
well, — or rather you must be the marquis 
self* — Lord of Argyle,’ ho added, throwing 
himself suddenly on the disguised noblenmn, 'I 
aij’cst you in tne name of King Charles, as a 
tiaitor. If you venture to call for assistance^ I 
will wrench round your neck,’ 

The attack which Dalgetty made upon Amble’s 
person was so sudden and unexpected that 
easily prostrated him on the floor of the dungCCn, 
and held him down with one hand, while his 
light, giaspiug the marquis’s throat, wasjtca^ 
to strangle him on the slightest attempt to emi 
for assistance. 

' Lord of Aigylo,' he said, ‘ it is now my tuim 
to lay doiMi the terms of capitulation. If yCtt 
list to show me the x>rivate way by which yC4 
enteied the dungeon, you shall escape, OA com'^ 
ditiou of being my locum tenenSy as we mid 
the Marischal College, until yoUr warder i^ts 
his prisoners. But if not, 1 will first stmhittle 
you— 1 learned the art from a Poloniap heyd^^ 
who had been a slave m the Ottoman seragUiii^ 
and then seek out a mode of retreat.^ 

' Villain I you would not murder me for my 
kindness ? ’ murmured Argyle. 

‘Not for your kindness, my lord/ rejj^ed 
Dalgetty ; * but first, to teach your lomship the 
Ju8 genUum towards cavaliers who come to 
under safe-conduct ; and secondly, to warn yoH 
of the danger of proposing dishonourable mm 
to any worthy soldjwo, in order to tempt bSm 
I to become false to a standard during the tew a* 
hie service/ 

' Spare my life/ said Argyle, 'and I vM do ’ 
as you require/ ' ^ 

Jjalitetty maintained hie gripe 
" oomnreering it k 




aide of the door was secured by very 
K>lt$ and bars, beside which Iiutik one 
peya* designed apjmrently lo undo fetter- 
harrow staircase, ascending up through 


imswared the prostrate nobleman. 

* From thence, how shall I reach the gateway ^ ’ 

'* Through the grand gallery, the anteroom, the 

lackeys* waiting hall, the grand ^ai*d-room * 

* All crowdea ^rith soldiers, factionaiies, and 
attendants that will never do for me, iny 
lord 5“— have you no secret ])aesage to the gate 
as you have to your dungeons? I have seen 
suen in Germany.^ 

* There is a x>as8age thntugh the chax)el,’ said 
the marquis, *ox>euing from lu) apartment.’ 

* And what is the i)assword at tlio gate ’ * 

*The sword of Levi,* re]»lied the marqiiis; 

‘but if yoh will receive my pledge of honour, 1 
will go witli you, escort you through every guaid, 
and set you at full liberty with a passport.’ 

* I might tnist you, my lord, were your throat 
not already black with the grasp of my fingers ; 

' —as it is, heao loa manos a usted^ as the S]>aniarcl 
says. Yet you may grant me a jiassi^rt ; — are 
thete writing materials in your apartment ? ’ 

‘Surely; and blank passports ready to be 
signed. I will attend you there,’ said the 
mai^uis, ‘instantly.’ 

'It were too much honour for the like of 
me/ said Dalgeity ; ‘ your lordshiii shall remain 
under charge of mine honest friend Eanald 
l&cl^h ; therefore, prithee, let me drag you 
within reach of his chain.— Honest Ranald, you 
see how matters stand with us. 1 shall find the 
means, 1 doubt not, of setting you at freedom. 

S eantime, do as you see me do ; clax) your hand 
us on the weasaiid of this high and mighty 
prince, under his ruif, and if he olfer to struggle 
Otoiy out, fail not, my worthy Kaiiald, to squeeze 
dou^tUy ; and if it be ad t/eliquium, R«inald, 
that is, till he swoon, there is no great matter, 
seeing he designed your gullet and mine to .still 
imvder usage.* 

‘ If he oner at sxieoch or struggle,’ said Ranald, 
‘he dies by ray hand.’ 

f ^ Wns is r^nt, Ranald — very bjiirited : — A 
thesdngh • going friend t1n«t understands a hint 
is W^n a millmn ! * 

Tnus resigniug the charge of the marquis to 
ihit hew oonmerate, Dalgctty }>reHsed the spring, 


where, listening a'moment at the doov*, h 
hear the half-striled voice of the marquis ibdidng 
great proffers to MaclSagh, on condition he wotdd 
suffer him to give an luarm ‘ Kot for a forest 
of deer— not for a thousand head of 0Sittl&' 
answered the freebooter ; ‘ net for all the lands 
that ever called a son of Piarmid masto, will I 
break the trotli I have x^lighted to him of the 
iron gamient.* • 

‘He of the iron garment,’ said Dalgetty, 
entering, ‘ is bouudon unto you, MacEagh, and 
this noble lord shall be boundou also ; but jfirst 
he must fill up this jiassport with the names ot 
Major Diigala Dalgetty and his guide, ot ho is 
like to have a x^assport to another world.* 

The inarexuis subscribed and wrote, by the ll^t 
of the dark lantern, as the soldier prescribed tohini. 

‘And now, Ranald,’ said Dalgetty, ‘stry thy 
upiH-T ganuoiit — thy x>laid I mean, Ranald, and 
in it will I muflle the M ‘Oalluin More, and make 
of him for the time a Child of the Mist.— Nay, 
I must bring it over your head, my lord, so as 
to se<‘ure us against your mistimed clamour.-^ 
So, now he is sufficiently muffled — hold down 
your hands, or, by heaven, I will stab you to 
the heait with your own dagger! — nay, you 
shall be bound with nothing less than silk, as 
your quality deseivcs. — So, iiour he is secure till 
some one comes Jx> relieve him. If he oordsred 
us a late dinner, Ranald, he is like to be the 
sufferer ; at what hour, iny good Ranald, did 
the jailor usually a])pcar ^ ’ 

‘Never till the sun was beneath the western 
wave,’ said MacEagh. 

‘Then, my friend, we shall have threw hoiira 
goml,* said the cautious eax^taiu. ‘ In the meaif- 
time, let us labour for your liberation.' 

To examine Ranald’s chain was the lieirt 
occupation. It was undone by means of one 6f 
I the keys which hung behind the private i^or, 

If he 1)1 Jasoti, dismiss a xtrisouer, or mniDVe^in 
elsewhere, without tlio necessity of sumtlioiiihg 
the warden. The outlaw stretched his bonumboa 
arms, and l)oiinded from the floor of the dungeon 
in all the ecstasy of recovered freedom* 

‘ Take tlio livery coat of that noble prisoner/ 
said Daptain Dalgetty ; ‘ x^^^ follow 

close at my heels.* 

The outlaw obeyed. They ascended the pri* 
vate stair, having first secured the dcKW MnUd 
them, and thus safely reached the apartpiettll of 
the marquis.* 


* The precarious state of the feudal nobl^ 
a great deal of espionage into their eahtiili* 

Carey mentions his having pot on Ike olodk df aHii 
own wardens, to obtain a confession tfong tad. 
Deordie Bourne, his prisoner, whom he daiiieH 
to be hanged in return for the frankpStt of nil 
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ten, these stairs — hut 'whither 

K M swe to perish on the land 
the nicety of card and compass, 
s the open sea without a pilot. 

Tragedy of Brbnnoral'i. 

*lsOOK out for thu private way through the 
cii^p&l, Ranald,’ said the captain, 'while I give 
a why regard to these matters.' 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand a 
bundle pi Argyle's most private papers, and with 
the other a purse of gold, both ol which lay in 
a drawer of a rich cabinet, which stood invitingly 
open. Neitlter did he neglect to i>ossess liimself 
of a sword and pistols, with powder-flask and 
balls, which hung in the apartment. ‘ lutclli- 
(|»noe and booty,' said the veteran, as lie ])ouched 
w timoils, ' each honourable cavalier should look 
to, the one on his general’s behalf, and the other 
on his own. This sword is an Andrea Feriara, 
and the pistols better than mine own. But a 
fsir exchange is no robbery. Soldados are not 
to be endangered, and endangered gratuitously, 
my lord of Argylc, — But soft, soft, Kanalrl; 
wise Man of the Mist, whither art thou bound 
It was indeed full time to stop MaeEagh's 
proceedings ; for, not finding the private ])assag(* 
readily, and impatient, it would seem, of further 
delay, he had caught down a sword and target, 
and was about to enter the groat gallery, with 
the pur^iose, doubtless, of fighting his way 
through all op]>ositiou. 

'Hold, while you live,' whispered Dalgetty, 
laying hold on him. ' \Vc* i^usi lie i)eraue, it 
possible. So bar we this door, that it may be 
;|hoaffht M'Callum More would be private — and 
Uow let mo make a recounoissauco for the private 
fpaaaage.’ 

By looking behind tho tapstiy in various 
^lac^ the captain at length discovi'ied a pri- 
nts. door, and behind that a winding })assage, 
iterminated by another door, which doubtle.ss 
jSntlh!ed the ohapeL But what was his ilisagiee- 
hble surprise to hear, on the other side of thi.s 
ieoond noor, tho sonorous voice of a divine in 
ho uct of 2 )reaohiug. 

'This made the villain,* ho said, 'recommend 
his to us as a private })assago. I am strongly 
Unpted to retoll and cut his throat.’ 

thet,«)pcned very gently the door, which 
d nto a latticed gallery used by tho marquis 
lUesIf; tho curtains of which were drawn, ^ler- 
with the purpose of having it supiiosed 
he Was engaged in attendance u^ion divine 
pr^p, whoa, in fact, he was absent upon his 
^ouiar affairs. There was no other person in 
m, ; for the family of tho marquis— such 
m m high state maintained in those days— 
it dutiug rvico in another gallery, placed 
|l}t;1#wer than that of the great man hini- 
U being the ease, Captain Dalgetty 
, to ensconce himself in the gallery, of 
be oarefhlly Oeoured the door* 

(l^ldtougu the.expreasiou be a bold one) 
limned to with more impatience, 
^ “ the part of one, at least* 

> htod 

e 


with tot of feeUng like (Retracted deepahr« 
But no man oau leo^e (for the eervlojt wet 
called a lecture) for ever ; and the disooum was 
at length dosed, the cler^man not failing to 
make a profound bow towaras the latticed gallery, 
little suspecting whom he honoured by that 
reverence. To judge from the haste with which 
they dispersed, the domestics of the maapquis 
wore scarce more pleased with their late ooottpa- 
lion than the anxious C^)tain Dalgetty ; inde^, 
many of them, being Highlondmen, had the 
excuhc of not understanding a single word which 
the clergyman spoke, although they gave their 
attendance on his doctrine by the special order 
of M'Callum More, and would have done so had 
tho preacher been a Tuikish Imaum. 

But although the congregation dispersed thus 
rapidly, tho dhine icmained behind in to 
chapel, and, walking up and down its Gothio 
precincts, scorned either to be meditating on 
what he had just been delivering, or preparing 
a fresh disi^onrso for the next oppoHunity. Bold 
as ho was, Dalgetty liesitatcd wnat he ought to 
do. Time, liowever, pressed, ajid eveiy moment 
increased the eliaucc of their escape being dis- 
covered by the jailor visiting the dungeon 
]>erhap8 before hia w'onted time, and discovering 
the exchange which had been made there. At 
length, whispering Ranald, who watched all his 
motions, to follow him and pi*eBervo his counte- 
nance, (.’apt din Dalgetty, with a very composed 
air, descended a flight of steiis which led torn 
the gallery into the body of the chapel. A less 
experienced adventurer would have endeavoured 
to pass the w orthy clergyman rapidly, in hopes 
to escap(> unnoticed. But the captain, who 
foresaw the maniii^st danger of failing in su*^ 
an attempt, walked gravely to meet tne divine 
u})on his walk in the midst of the chancel, end, 
pulling off his cap, w%‘is about to pass him afiber 
a foi*mal reverence. But what was his surpriee 
to view in the preaclmr the very same 
with whom ho had dined in the castle of Ard^- 
vohr ’ Yet he 8j)ccdily recovered his composure ; 
and, cie the clergyman could sjieak, was the first 
to addicss him. ' I could no^' he said, 'l^ve 
this maiibion wdthout bequeathing to you, my 
very roveiend sir, my humble th^anks for to 
lioniily with wliicli you have this evening 
favoured us.' 

'1 did not observe, sir,’ said the olergymsp* 

* that you wore in the chapel.' 

'It pleased tlie honourable marquis,’ SSid 
Dalgetty modestly, ' to grace me with a tot In 
his own gallery.’ The divine bowed low at 
this intimation, knowing tliat such an honour 
was only vouchsafed to persons of very hkeh 
rank. 'It has been my fate, air,* said the 
captain, 'in tho sort of wandering lift which 1 
have led, to have hoard different preachers of 
different religions— as, for example, Luthstoi 
Evangelical, Reformed, Calvinistioa}, to 
forth, but never have 1 listened to sifth a 
homily as yours.* 

' Call it a lecture, worthy sir,* said to divine j 
'such is to phrase of our dmreh.* 

'Lecture or homily,* said * 
as to High Germans say 
1 couH no| leave this 0 . . „ « 

U|itp,you wi# jmto motions I have toer- 
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j jo\& edifying preleotioiti; md kow I 
quick tkat I should yesterday, 
dul^kg'^e! refection, have seemed to infringe on 
tkibiMpieot due to such a l^rson as yourself.’ 

*,A1«£i my worthy sir,^ said the clergyman, 
* we meet in this world as in the Valley of the 
Sh^ow of Death, not knowing against wlioni 
we may chance to encounter. In truth, it is no 
matter of marvel if wo sometimes jostle tliose 
to whom, if known, we would yield all res])ec*t. 
Surely, sir, I would rather have taken you for a 
profane malignant than for such a devout person 
as you prove, who reverences the great Master 
even in the meanest of his servants.^ 

‘It is always my custom to do so, learned 
sir,’ answered Dalgetty; ‘for in the service of 
the immortal Gustavus — but I detain you from 
yoUf meditations ? ’ — his desire to sj^eak of the 
King of Sweden being for once overpoAvered by 
th^ necessity of his circumstances. 

*By no means, my worthy sir,* said the 
clergyman. ‘ What was, I pray you, the order 
of that ^eat prince, wlioso memory is so dear 
to every Protestant bosom ? ' 

‘Sir, the drums beat to prayers morning and 
evening, as regularly as for parade; ami if a 
soldier ^ssed ivithout saluting the chaplain, he 
had an hour’s ride on the Avooden mare for his 
pains. Sir, I wish you a very good evening. — I 
am obliged to depart the castle under M ‘Galium 
More’s passport.’ 

‘Stay one instant, sir,’ said the preacher; ‘is 
there nothing I can do to testify my respect for 
the pupil of the great Gustavus, and so admir- 
able a judge of preaching ? * 

‘Nothing, sir,’ said the captain, ‘but to show 
me the nearest way to the gate — and if you 
Avould have the kindness,’ he added, AAuth great 
effrontery, ‘ to let a servant bring my horse with 
him, the dark grey gelding — call him Gustavus, 
and he will prick up his ears — for I kiioAv not 
where the castle stables are situated, and my 
guide,’ he added, looking at Kanald, ‘ speaks no 
English,’ 

‘I hasten to accommodate you,’ said the 
clfir^man; ‘your way lies through that clois- 
tered passage.^ 

‘Now, Heaven’s blessing upon your vanity!’ 
said the captain to himself. ‘ 1 Avas afraid I 
w<^d have had to march off Avithout GustaArus.’ 

-Ik'^aCt, so effectually did the chaplain exert 
hitn^elf in behalf of so excelUmt a judge of 
composition, that Avhile Dalgetty was parleying 
with f the sentinels at the drawbridge, showing 
h^;' ,p^port, and giving the watchword, a 
seri^qiiV brought him his horse, ready saddled 
for jouruey. In another place, the captain’s 
appearance at large after having been 
pl|t?^}y^sent to prison, might have excited 
sUlMeidti and inquiry; but the officers and 
dme^^ of the marquis were accustomed to the 
of their master, and never sup- 
else than that he had heen'liberated 
and <ih|rusted with some private commission by 
th6lj^.m|b8ter* In this belief, and having received 
th^ they gave him free passage. 

slowly through tne town of 
tbe outlaw attending upon him like 
a ;at hja hpiwV As they 

pasifed the gibbet, the qld bnv .fhq 



boihea and bH . 

gesture ware momentary , 
desoribable anguish. Instaftly r^v^i^ 
self, Ranald, in passing, whispered apmi 
one of the females, who, like Rizpah the ^ 
of Aiali, seemed engaged in watching and 
ing the victims of feudal iiyustice and , 

The woman started at his voice, but imme^ 

collected herself, and returned for answer 
inclination of the head. ^ 

Dalgetty continued his way out of the town^, 
uncertain wliether lie should try to seize or hfee 
a boat and cross the lake, or plunge into, the 
Avoods, and there conceal hirasolf from puiim^ 
In the former event he was liable to be instantly 
]>ursucd by the galleys of the marquis, whicn 
lay ready for sailing, their long yard-arms points. 

to t!ia wind, and what liope could he have 
in an ordinary Highland fishing-boat to escape 
from them ? If he made the latter choice, hiS 
chance either of su])porting or concealing himeolf 
in tliose waste 'and unknoAvn Avildernesses, was 
in the liigliest degree precarious. The town lay 
noAv behind him, yet what hand to turn to for 
safiity lie Avas unalfie to determine, and began 
to be sensible that in escaping from the dungeon 
at Inveraiy, desperate as the matter seemed, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a 
difficult task. If retaken; his fate Avas npw 
certain ; for the personal injury he had offered 
to a man so poAvcrful and so vindictive, could 
ho atoned for only by instent death. While 
he pondered these distressing reflections, and 
looked around Avith a countenance Avhich plainly 
expressed indecision. Ranald MacEagh suddenly 
asked him, ‘ AA'hicU way he intended to journey t’ 
‘And that, honest comrade,’ answered Dal- 
getty, ‘ is precisely the (question which I cannot 
answer you. Truly I begin to hold the opinion, 
Ranald, that Ave had better have stuck by the 
brown loaf and water i)itcber until Sir Duncan 
arrived, Avho, for his oavu honour, must-have 
made some fight for me.’ * 

‘Saxon,’ answered MacEagh, ‘do not rearet 
having exchanged the foul breath of yonacr 
dungeon for the free air of heaven. Above all, 
repent not that you have served a Son of the 
Mist. Put yourself under my guidance, and I 
Avill Avarrant your safety Avith my head.' 

‘ Can you guide me safe through these moun* 
tains, aiui back to the army of Montrose ? * said 
Dalgetty. ^ ^ ’ 

‘ I can,’ answered MacEagh ; ‘ there lives not 
a man to Avhom tlie mountain passes, the cave^, 
the glens, ilie thickets, and the corries are knoWn> 
as they are to the Children of the Mist. .While 
others craivl on the level ground, by the sideO 
of lakes and streams, ours are the stc^ep hall^li 
of the inaccessible mountains, the birthplaoj^?<^ 
the desert springs. Not all the bloodhoundAm 
Argyle can trace the fastnesses through 
can guide you.* • 

‘Say’st thou so, honest Ranald V re; ** * * 

getty ; ‘ then have on Avith thee ; fort 
I shall never save the ship by my o 
The outlaw accordingly, led the 
wood, by which the castle 8U ^ 
several miles, walking with Aq much ( 
kept Oiistavus at a imiad 
a, number pf erpsa cuts ' ' 






W' Mea w)i«re be might 
' 0^ the points of 'the 

the path, which had 
more difficult, altogether ended 
|mi^‘j:hickets and underwood. The roaring of 
Wtifeit Was heard in the neighbourhood, the 
^ound became in some places broken, in others 
and everywhere unht for riding. 

. the foul fie:ni,’ said Dalgetty, ‘is to be 
done here ? I must part with Gustavus, I fear.’ 

^Take no care for your horse,* said the outlaw ; 

^ he shall soon be restored to you.’ 

As h« spoke, he whistled in a low tone, and a 
lad; halPdressed in tartan, lialf-naked, having 
only his own shaggy hair, tied with a thong of 
lather, to protect his head and face from sun 
and weather, lean and half-starved in aspect, his 
wild grey eyes appearing to fill up ten times the 
proportion usually allotted to them in the human 
face, crept out, as a wdld beast iniglit have done, 
from a thicket of brambles and briars. 

‘Give your horse to the gillie,’ siiid Ranald 
HacEagh ; ‘your life depends upon it.' 

‘ Och ! och !’ exclaimed the dcsitairing veteran ; 

‘ £heu ! as we used to say at Marischal College, 
must I leave Gustavus in such grooming ? ’ 

‘Are you frantic, to lose time thus ? ’ said his 
guide; ‘do we stand on friend’s gi’ouiid, that 
you should part with your horse as if he i-vere 
your brother? I tell you, you shall have him 
again ; but if you never saw the animal, is not 
lue better than the best colt ever mare foaled ? ’ 
‘And that is true, too, mine honest friend,* 
sighed Dalgetty; ‘yet if you knew but the 
value of Gustavus, and the things wo two liave 
done and suffered together, — f^Je, he turns ba<}k 
to look at me !— Be kind to him, my good 
breechless friend, and I will requite you w'ell.’ 
So saying, and withal sni thing a little to 
swallow his, grief, ho timied from the' heart- 
rendi^ spectacle in order to follow his guide. 

To lollow his guide was no easy matter, and 
soon required more agility than Captain I)al- 
. conld master. The very first plunge after 

he hstd parted from his charger, carried him, 
with little assistance from a few overlianging 
boughs, or projecting roots of trees, eight feet 
sb<^r down into the course of a torrent, up 
whif^i the Son of the Mist led the way. Huge 
stones, qjp^ which they scrambled, — thickets of 
thorn aha brambles, through which they liad 
vto drag ftemselves, — rocks which were to be 
climbed dh the one side w'ith much labour and 
pai^ foil the purpose of an equally precarious 
dcGfbent upon the other; all these and many 
stibh interriiptiops were surmounted hy the 
light-footed and half-naked mountaineer with 
an, ease and velocity which excited the surpidse 
envv of Captain Dalgetty, who, encumbered 
headpiece, corselet, and other armour, 
xmi to mention his ponderous jack-boots, found 
at Ibngth 80 much exhausted by fatigue 
th>e d^culties of the road, that he sat 
Upon a stone in order to recover his 
*bl^tli|{.lfrhild he explained to Ranald MacEagh 
betwixt travelling esc^Uus and 
, M these t^o military phrases were 

Marisphal College, Aberdeen, 
of \t^/moanmneer was to' 
hand ohi the i^ldierV arm and,, point 


babkiiiirai^ ia the dircctibn of ihe. 
getty bould spy nothiifg, for evening was 
fas^ and they were, at the bottom of a Smk 
ravine. But at length he could distinctly hear 
at a distance the sullen toll of a large bell. , 

‘That,* said he, ‘must be the alarm — the 
storm -clock, as the Germans call it.’ 

‘ It strikes the hour of your death,* answered 
Ranald, ‘ unless you can accompany me a little 
farther. For every toll of that bell a brave 
man has yielded up his soul.* 

‘Truly, Ranald, my trusty friend,* said Dal- 
gelty, ‘ I will not deny that the case may he 
soon my own ; ior I am so forfoughteii (being, 
as I explained to you, 'hnpeditmj for had I been 
e,rj)cditu.% I mind not pedestrian exercise the 
nourish of a fife), that I think I had better 
ensconce myself in one of these Imsbes, and even 
lie quiet there to abide what fortune God shall 
send me. I entreat you, mine honest friend 
Randal, to shift ,for yourself, and leave me to 
my fortune, as the Lion of the North, the 
iiiimortfil Gustavus Adolphus, my never-to-be- 
forgotten master (whom you must surely have 
heard of, Ranald, though you may have heard 
of no one else), said to Francis Albert, Duke 
of Saxe-Laucnbmgh, Avben he was mortally 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither 
despair altogether of my safety, Ranald, seeing 
I have been in as great lunches as this in 
Germany — more esj)ecially, 1 rememher me, that 
at the fatal battle of Nerlingen — after which 1 
changed service ’ 

‘ If yon would save your father’s son’s breath 
to help his child out of trouble, instead of 
wasting it u])on the talcs of seannachies,’ said 
Rfinald, who now grew impatient of the captain’s 
loquacity, ‘ or if your feet could travel as fast as 
your tongue, you might yet lay your head on an 
unbloody pillow to-mgbt.’ 

‘Something there is like military skill in that,’ 
replied the caphiiii, ‘although wantonly and 
iri’cvercntly spoken to an officer of rank. But I 
hold it good to pardon such freedoms on a morbh, 
in respect of the Saturnalian licence indulged i;ri 
such cases to the troops of all nations. And now, 
resume thine office, friend Ranald, in respect. I 
am well-hreathed ; or, to be more plain, / jprcp, 
sequuTy as we used to say at Marischal College/ 

Comprehending his meaning rather from' bis 
motions than his language, the Sou of the Uii^ 
again led the way, with an unerring precision 
tliat looked like instinct, through a variety of 
ground the most difficult and br^en that' qould 
\vell be imagined. Dragging along his ponderous 
boots, encumbered v ith thigh-pieces, gauntlets, 
corselet, and back-piece, not to mention the 
huff jerkin which he wore iinder all these arms, 
talking of his former exploits the whole wty, 
though Ranald paid not the slightest attention 
to him. Captain Dalgetty contrived to follow His 
guide a considerable space farther, when the €(eep- 
inouthed baying of a hound was heard, comi^ 
down the wind, as if opening on the scent of its 
prey. , 

‘Black hound,’ said Ranald, ‘whoso thrdkt 
never boded good to a Child of the Mist, ill fottune 
to her who littered thee ! hast thou already found 
our traoe?- But thou art too late, swart hound 
of dflrkhess, and.lhe deer has gained the herd,* 
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Vhi$tled very softly, and was 
In a tone equally low ftom the top of 
a {tags, up whieli they liad for some time been 
ascending. Mending their i)ace, they reached 
the top, where the moon, which had now risen 
bright and clear, showed to Dalgetty a jwirty of 
ten or twelve Highlanders, and about as many 
women and childi’en, by whom Ranald MacEagh 
was received with such transports of joy, as made 
his companion easily sensible that those by whom 
he was surrounded must of course be Children of 
the Mist. ^ The place which they occupied well 
suited theh name and habits. It was a beetling 
crag, round which winded a very narrow anrl 
broken footpath, commanded in various places 
by the position which they held. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to the 
children of his tribe, and the men came one b)r 
one to shake hands with Dalgetty, while the 
women, clamorous in their gratitude, i)ressed 
round to kiss even the hem of his garment. 

* They plight their faith to you, ’ said Ranald 
MacEagh, ‘for requital of the good deed you 
have done to the tribe this (la3^’ 

‘Enough said, Ranald,’ answered the soldier, 
‘enough said — ^tell them I love not this shak- 
ing of hands — it confuses ranks and degrees in 
military service ; and as to kissing of gauntlets, 
puldrons, and tlio like, I remember that the im- 
mortal Gustavus, as he rode through tlie streets 
of Nuremberg, being thus worshipped by the 
populace (being doubtless far more worthy of it 
than a poor though honourable cavalier like my- 
self), did say unto them, in the way of rebuke, 
“If you idolize mo thus like a god, who shall 
assure you that the vengeaiioe of Heaven will not 
soon prove me to be a mortal ? ” — And so here, I 
suppose, you intend to make a stand against your 
followers, Ranald ? — voto a ])ios, as the Spaniard 
says — a very j)retty position — as i>rettj' a i)ositioii 
for a small peloton of men as I have seen in niy 
service — no enemy can come tow'ards it l>y the 
road without being at the mercy of cannon and 
musket. — But then, Ranald, my trusty comrade, 
you have no cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not 
sea that any of these fellows have muskets either. 
--So with what artillery you propose making 
good' the pass before you come to hand -blows, 
&aly, Ranald, it passeth my apprclieiision.* 

.‘ With the weapons and with tho courage of 
our fathers,* said MacICagh ; and made the cap- 
tain observe that tho men of his party wej’e 
amed with bows and an'ows. 

' ‘ Bow$ and arrows ! ’ exclaimed Dalgetty ; ‘ lia ! 
ha ! ha ! have we Robin Hood and Little John 
back again ? Bows and arrows ! wdiy, the sight 
has not been seen in civilised war for a hundrcMl 
yeats* Bows and arrows ! and why not weavers’- 
btftms^ as in the da} s of Goliah ? Ah ! that 
Dugald Dalgetty, of Drum thwack et, should live 
to see men fight ivith bows and arrow's I — The 
immortal G^ostaviis would never have believed it 
"^br Wallenstein— nor Butler— nor old Tilly. 
—Well, Ranald, a cat can have but its claw's— 

, rinee bows and arrows are the word, e’en let us 
‘ the best of it. Only, as I do not under- 
stand the scope and range of such old-fashioned 
at;|iUet;^» yon must ma^ the beat disposition ; 
you bah out bf your own head % staking | 
tho oomidand, whilk I wo^ld Imye /gladly done { 


had yon been to fight trith anj^riste 1^1^ 
is out of the question whe#y<m are tb Obalfihflit 
1^0 quivered Niimidianai. 1 will, howev^^ blay 
my part with my pistols in the approaemng, 
mellay, in resjiect my carabine unhappily 
mains at Gustavus* saddle.— My serviee,*^d” 
tlianks to you,’ he continued, addressing a niotm- 
taineer who oifered him a bow ; * Dugal(fl>al^t|y 
may say of liimself, as he learned at Mansehm 
College,— 

Non eget Mauri ja^lis, neque arcu, 

Nec venenatis gravida sagitlis, 

Fusee, phai%tra/ 

whilk is to say ’ — 

Rannhl Mac^Eagh a second time imposed silenoe 
oil the talkative commander as be?ore, by pulling 
his sleeve and jiointing dow'ii the pass. Tlie bay 
of the bloodhound was now approaching nearer 
and nearer, and tiny could he-ar the yoices of 
several persons who accompanied the animal, and 
hallooed to each other as they dispersed occasion - 
ally, cither in tho hurry of their advance, or in 
oraor to search more accurately the thickets as 
they cyanic along. They wore obviously draiving 
nearer and nearer every moment. MacEa^, in 
tluj meantime, proposed to Captain Dalgetty to 
disencumber himself of his armour, and gave him 
to understand tliat the women should transport 
it to a place of safety. 

‘ I crave your pardon, sir,’ said Dalgetty, ‘such 
is not the rule of our foreign service ; in resjiect, 

I remember the reginxont of Finland cuirassiers 
re^nimanded, and their kettledrums taken from 
them, by tbe immortal Gustavus, because they 
had assumed tho i>ermission to ;narch without 
their corselets, arid to leave them with the bag- 
gage. N either did th ey strike kettledrums agam 
at the head of that fainoiis regiment, until they 
behaved themselves so notably at the field of 
Lcipsic ; a lesson whilk is not to be forgotten, any 
more than that exclamation of th© in^ortal 
GusUivus, “Now shall I know' if niy officers lovjp 
me, by their putting on their armour ; since, if my 
officers are slain, w'ho shall lead my soldiers^nto 
victory ? ” Nevertheless, friend Ranald, this is 
without prejudice to my being rid of these some- 
wdiat heavy boots, providing I can obtain ally 
other succedaneum ; for I j)resume not to say 
that my bare soles are fortified so as to endure 
the flints and thorns, as seems to be the case 
w'itli your follow'crs, ’ 

To rid the captain of his cumbr^fis greaves, 
and case Ids feet in a pair of brogues made out 
of deerskin, which a Highlander stripped ofi' 
for his accommodation, was the work of a mimibi, 
and Dalgetty found himself mucfii lightened by 
the exchange. . Ho was in the act of recommend- 
ing to Ranald MacEagh to send two or th^ bf 
his followers a little lower to reconnoitre tbo 
and, at the same time, somewhat to exteira his 
front, placing two detached archers at ea^ fi^k 
})y way of posts of observation, wherfthe neaf'Oiy 
of the hound apprised them that |he poraners 
were at the bottom of the pass. All 
dead silence ; for, loquacious as he was oh 
occasions, Captain Dalgetty knew well ^he 
sity of an ambush keeping itself finder qqim/ V 

The moon gleamed on the brpke^ 
on the projecting cliffs of 
it winded, its light inferoepted hel^ CM 




ra»h«s and 4warf-tr©e's, nMchf 
ndttrishmeVit in the crevices of the rocks, 
in fibine |>laces cverViadowed the brow and ledge 
pf tto precipice. Below, a thick copsewood lay 
n deep and dark shadow, somewhat resembling 
hedilulows of a half-seen ocean. From the bosom 
loS that darkness, and close to the bottom of the 

« oe, the hound was heard at intervals bay- 
.rfully, soumis which were redoubled by 
the echoes of the woods and rocks around. At 
intervals, these sunk into deep silence, interrupted 
only by the plashing noise of a small runnel of 
water, dwhich partly fell from the rock, partly 
found a more silent passage to the Imttom along 
its projecting surface. Voices of men were also 
heard in stin^ converse below ; it seemed as if 
the pursuers had not discovered tlie narrow path 
which led to the top of the l ock, or that, having 
discovered it, the peril of the ascent, joined to 
the imperfect light, and the uncertainty whether 
it might not be defended, made them hesitate to 
attempt it. 

At length a shadowy figure was seen, which 
raised itself up from the abyss of darkness below, 
and, emerging into the pale moonlight, began 
cautiously and slowly to ascend the rooky ])atli. 
The outline was so distinctly marked, that Cap- 
tain Palgetty could discover not only the person 
of a Highlander, but the long gun which he 
carried in his hand, and the phime of feathers 
which decorated his bonnet. * Tausend teJJieu ! 
that I should say so, and so like to be near my 
latter end !' ejaculated the captain, but under his 
breath, * what will become of ns, now they have 
brought musketry to encounter our arehers ? * 
But just as the pursuer h^d attained a pro- 
jecting piece of rock about half-w^ay up the 
ascent, and pausing, made a signal for those "who 
were still at the bottom to follow him, an arrow 
whistled from the bow of one of the CMiildren of 
the Mist, and transfixed him with so fatal a 
wonwi, that, without a single effort to save liim- 
*self, he lost his balance, and fell headlong from 
tlie cliff on which he stood, into the darkness 
beibw. The crash of the boughs wdiicli received 
him, and the heavy sound of liis fall from thence 
to the ground, was folloAved by a cry of hoiTor 
and surprise which burst from his followers. 
The Children of the Mist, encouraged in }>roix)r- 
tion to the^ alarm tliis first success had caused 
among the pursuers, echoed back tbe clamour 
with a l«rid and shrill yell of exultation, and, 
showing themselves on the brow of the precipice, 
;With wild cries and vindictive gestures, endea- 
voured to impress on their enemies a sense at 
once of their courage, their numbers, and their 
state of defence. Even Captain Dalgetty’s mili- 
tinr prudence did not prevent his rising up, and 
calling out to Ranald, more loud than prudence 
V^lffranted, ^Caroeco, comrade, as the Spaniard 
cays I The long-bow for ever ! In my poor ap- 
pirehensioi^ now, were you to order a hie to advance 
and; take nosition ’ 

; ;'^e Slsenach I ’ cried a voice from beneath, 

’ the Sassenach sidier ! I see the glitter of 
At the same time three muskets 


/diachaiged ; and while one ball tattled 
* iPt the corselet of ptoof^ to the strength of 
^Hant captain been more than 
iiidohted hi, his fife, another psnettated the 


amdur which, covered tlie front of his 
and' stretched him om the' ground. Bahdd in- 
stantly seized him in his arms, and bOre him 
back from the edge of the precipice, while ho 
dolefully ejaculated, ^ I always told the imtnottal 
Custavus, Wallenstein, Tilly, and other mott of 
the sword, that, in my poor mind, tassets ditght 
to be made musket- i)roof. ‘ 

With two or three earnest words in Gaelic, 
MacEagli commended the wounded man to the 
charge of the females, who were in thO reat of 
liis little party, and was then about to return' to 
tlie contest. But Dalgetty detained him, grasp- 
ing a firm hold of his plaid. — ‘ I know not how 
this matter may end — ^l)ut I request you will in- 
form Montrose that I died like a follower of the 
immorbil Giistavns — and I pray you, take heed 
how you quit your present strength, even fbr the 
purpose of pursuing the enemy, if yon gain any 

advantage — and — and ’ 

Here Dalgetty’s breath and eyesight be^n to 
fail him through loss of blood, and Mat^agh, 
availing himself of this circumstance, extricated 
from his grasp the end of his owm mantle and 
substituted that of a female, by which the cap- 
tain held stoutly, thereby securing, as he con- 
ceived, the outlaw’s attention to the militaiy 
instructions which ho continued to pour fortii 
while he had any breath to utter them, though 
they became gratmally more and more incoherent 
— * And, (jomradc, you will be sure to keep your 
musketeers in advance of your stand of pikes, 
Lochaber-axes, and two-handed swords. — Stand 
fast, dragoons, on the left flank 1 where^was 1 1 
— Ay, and, Ranald, if ye be minded tOTetreat, 
leave some lighted Uiatfjhes burning on the 
branches of the trees — it show'^s as if they were 
lined with shot.—Ihit 1 forget — ^ye have no 
matelilocks nor habergeons — only bows and 
arrows — bows and arrow’^s ! ha ! ha ! ha ! * 

Here the captain sunk back in an exhausted 
condition, altogether unable 'to resist the sense 
of the ludicrous, wdiich, as a modem man-at- 
arms, he connected with the idea of these anoient 
weapons of w'ar. It w^as a long time ere he re- 
covered his senses ; and, in the meantime, we 
leave him in tlie care of the Daughters of tHo 
Mist ; nurses as kind and attentive, in reality, 
as they weic wild and uncouth in outward 
appeai’ance. 


CHAPTER XV. 

But if no fulttiless action stain 
Thy true and constant word, 

I’ll make thee famous by my pen, 

And glorious by my sword. 

T'll serve thee in such noble ways 
As ne’er were known before; 

I’ll deck and crown thy head with bays, 

And love thee more and more., 

MoNTaoss’s Lines.* 

We must now leave, with whatever regret^ the 
valiant Captain Dalgetty, to recover of his vrioUUds 

, ; ■ 

* [These lines are slightly altered by the Autlbcny pre- 
sumably to suit the corner. They occur in An ,^<«lent 


neW 


ibly to sui 
Balkd to 


the tune of “ I’ll never love thee i^ore.^’ 


Nap^r’s yqI i., Appendix, p. xxxW.] 


$6 fr^^vjsjijusv 


or $a d^tormiue, in order 

i|6 trftoe the militfoy operations of Mon* 
ti'Oeei worthy as they are of a more important 
pSii^ and a oetter historian. By the assistance 
of m chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially hy the junction of the 
Mu^aySi Stewarts, and other clans of Atliole, 
which were peculiarly zealous in the royal cause, 
he eoon assembled an army of two or three thou- 
sand Highlanders, to whom he successfully united 
tlte Irish under Colkitto. This last leader, who, 
to the great embarrassment of Milton’s com- 
mentators, is oommemoratod in one of that great 
poet's sonnets,* was properly named Alistcr, <»r 
Alexander M ‘Donnell, by birth a Scottish isles- 
niau and related to the Karl of Antrim, to whose 
patixinage he owed the command iissigued him 
in the Irish troops. In many respects he merited 
this distinction. Ho was brave to intrejnditj, 
and almost to insensibility ; very strong and 
active in person, completely master of his 
weapons, and always ready to show Iho exampb* 
in the extremity of danger. To counterbalance 
these good qualities, it must bo recorded that he 
was inexperienced in military tactics, and of 
a jealous and presumptuous dis])ositioii, which 
often lost to Montrose the fruits of C’olkitto’s 
gallantry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward peraonal qualities in the eyes of a wild 
people, that the feats of strength and courage 
shown hy this champion seem to have made a 
stronger impression upon the minds of the High- 
landers than the military skill and chivalrous 
spirit of the great Marquis of Montrose. N iimei - 
ous traftitious are still preserved in the Highland 
glens concerning Alistcr M ‘Donnell, though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned among 
them. 

The point upon which Montrose finally as- 
sembled his little army was in Strati i cam, on 
the verge of the Highlands of Pertli.sbirc, so as 
to menace the princijial town of that county. 

His enemies were not unpreparetl for his recep- 
tion. Argyle, at the heart of his Highlanders, 
was dogging the stejis of the Irish from the wc.st 
to the east, and by force, fear, or influence, liad 
collected an army nearly suflicieiit to have given 
battle to Montrose. The Lowlands were also 
>repared, for reasons which we assigned at the 
loginning of this tale. A body ot six thousand 
infantry, and six or seven tliousaiid cavalry, 
which profanely assumed the titV of Clod’s army;, 
had been hastily assembled f»om the sbiies of 
Fife, Angp, Perth, Stirling, and the neighbour- 
ing eountios. A much less force in former times, 
nay, even in the preceding reign, would liave been 
eumoient to have secured the Lowlands against 
a more formidable descent of Higlilanders than 
thoflO united under Montrose; but times hud 
chan|^ strangely within the last half-century. 
Before that period, the L«m landers were as (‘on- 
engaged in war as the mountaineers, and 
were muiomparahly better disciplined and armed. 
The &vounm Scottish order of battle somewhat 
resemtfod the Macedonian phalanx. Their in- 
foutofomed a compact body, armed with long 
spoiH in^hetrable even to the men-at-arms of 
*laoUgb. well mounted, and arrayed in 


* Keke <1* MiUoa’^ Fivlicule of Scottish Namies. 


complete It mj h$ 

therefore, that tbeir rauks cVula uot be 
by the disorderly charge off Highland lutotfjrl 
armed for close combat only, with swms^ aUO 
ill furnished with missile weapons, and navfUfi 
no artillery whatever. ^ 1. 

This habit of fight was in a gi^t mpatujra 
changed by the introduction of muskets iuto the 
Scottish Lowland service, which, not being aa 
yet combined M'ith tlie bayonet, was a formid- 
able weapon at a distance, but gave no aasuf'* 
ance against the enemy who rushed on to close 
quarters. The juke, indeed, was not whqlly dis- 
used in the Scottish army; bui it was no longer 
tlic favourite weapon, nor was it relied upon as 
formerly by tliosc in whose hands it was placed ; 
insomucli tliat Daniel Lupton, a tactician of the 
day, has written a book e3q)resaly u]Km the 
tuiieriority of the musket. This change com- 
menced as early as the wars of Qustavus Adol- 
]>hus, whose marches w'ero made with suoh 
rapidity, that tlie }>ike w’as very soon thrown 
aside ill his army, and exchanged for firearms. 
A eircmnstaiico which necessarily accompanied 
this change, as well as the establishment of 
standing armies, whereby war became a trade, 
was the introduction of a laborious and coxoplic- 
ated sj^stem of discipline, combining a Hpety 
of wortls of command with corrcs])onainglfiera- 
tions and inamcuvrcs, the neglect of any one of 
which w'as sure to throw the whole into con- 
fusion. War, therefore, as practised among most 
nations of Europe, had as.su med much more than 
formerly the character of a profession or mystery, 
to whicli previous practice and experience were 
indisjiensablo requisites. Such was the natural 
eonsequeneo of standing armies, which had al- 
most everywhere, aud particularly in the long 
(lerinan W'ars, sujicrscdcu wdiat may be called the 
natural discipline of the feudal militia. 

The Scottish Lowland militia, therefore, lab- 
oured under a double disadvantage wdicn opposed 
tf> H ighlanders. They wore divested of the spear, 
a weapon which, in tlie hands of their ancestors, 
luwl so oi'ten repelled Hie impetuous assaults of 
the mountaineer ; and they were subjected to a 
new' and conijilicated siiecics of discipline, well 
adti])ted, perhaps, to the use of regular ti^ps, 
wlio could bo rendered comjilctely masters of it, 
but tending only to eonluse the ranks of citisen 
soldiers, by wdiom it was rarely practised and 
imperfectly uuder-stood. So muca lias^been done 
in our own time in bringing back tactics to their 
first priuci|)le8, and in getting rid of the pedantty 
of w'ar, that it is ea.sy for us to estimate the dis- 
advantages under whicrti a half- trained iniUtis 
laboured, who w'eie taught to consider success as 
(Icjiiending uimn their exercising with precision 
n system of tactic.s w'hioh they probably only so 
far compreliended as to And out when taey were 
wiong, but without the jiower of getring rjnit 
again. Neither can it be denied tj^at, in 
material points of military habits and warlike 
spirit, the Lowlandors of the seventeeiSth mtAify 
had sunk far beneath their Highland ootUiWf , 
men. 

From the earliest period down to 
of the crowns, the whole kingdom of 
Lowlands as well as HjghIaOid% 
constant scene of war» foreign sn4 doi»estmt<im 



me of it& itt- 
> of sixteen and sixty, 
point of foot, as he was 
md In law, to assume arms at the first 
uS’Hjeige lord, or of a royal proclamation, 
remained the same in 1645 as a hundred 
l/before, but the race, of those subjected to 
it bred up nnder very different feelines. 

^Wjhad sat in, quiet under their vine and under 
th^r,"%-tree, ind a call to battle involved a 
ohi£^ of life as now as it was disagreeable. Such 
of them,, also, who lived near unto the Highlands, 
wea^dn eontimial and disadvantageous contact 
wiih.the restless inhabitants of those mountains, 
bywllbm their cattle were driven off, their dwell- 
ing plundered, tand their ijersons insulted, and 
w6q had acquired over them that sort of superi- 
ori^jT' arising from a constant system of aggi-ea- 
sioft. The Lowlanders who lay more remote and 
oulofreach of these depredations, were influenced 
by exaggerated re])orts circulated concerning 
th^‘ Highlanders, whom, as totally differing in 
laws, language, and dress, they were induced to 
* regam as a nation of savages, equally void of 
fear and of humanity. These various ])rcposses- 
Sion^, joined to the less warlike habits of the Low- 
land^l&^nd their imperfect knowledge of the new 
and duplicated system of discipline for w'^hich 
they exchanged their natural mode of fight- 
ing, placed them at gi’eat disadvantage when 
opposed to the Highlander in the field of battle. 
iSie mountaineers, on the contrary, with the arms 
and courage of their fathers, possessed also their 
simple and natural system of tactics, and bore 
down with the fullest confidence upon an enemy, 
to whom anything they had hcan taught of dis- 
cipline w^s, like Saul’s armour upon David, a 
hindrance rather than a help, ‘hocause they had 
not proved it.’ 

It was with such disadvantages on the one side, 
and such advantages on the other, to couiiter- 
balanccPthe difference of superior numbers and 
the presence of artillery and cavalry, that Mon- 
trose encountered the army of Lord Elcho upon 
the fiSld of Tippermuir. The Presbyterian clergy 
had not been wanting in their efforts to rouse the 
spirit of their followers ; and one of them w’ho 
harangued the troops on the very day of battle, 
hesitated not to say, that if ever God spoke by 
hfo mouth, he promised them, in his name, that 
day a great and assured victory. The cuvalry 
and arnllei^ were also reckoned sure warrants of 
sU^C^B, as the novelty of their attack had upon 
fmrmer occasions been very discouraging to the 
Highlanders. The place of meeting was an ojKm 
bea1&, and the ground afforded little advantage 
to party, except that it allowed the horse 
of thW'Covenanters to act with effect. 

battle upon which so much depended was 
ne^Jhora easily decided. The Lowdand cavalry 
mai!|b' a.fifccw of charging, but, whether thrown 
“ Jer J^y the fire of musketry, or deterred 
kffe(;^ion to the service said to have 
the ^ntlemen, they made no 
e Highlanders whatever, and 
from ranks which had neither 
- to protect them. Montrose 
arail^ himeelf of, this ad- 
whole axmy to o bat ge. 



at'ii'^mo]^ One 

of f|e Covenanters alono^ tnibea in the lUlian 
watb, made a desperate defence upon the right 
wing. In every other point their line was 
trated at the first onset ; and this advantage oncie 
obtained, the Lowlanders were utterly unable to, , 
contend at close quarters with their more agije' 
and athletic enemies. Many were slain on the 
field, and such a number in the pursuit,, thet 
above one- third of the Covenanters were reported^ 
to have fallen ; in which number, however, miist ' 
be computed a great many fat burgesj^/Wlm, 
broke their wind in the flight, and those ditd, 
without stroke of sword.* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth; and/,^ 
considerable sums of money, as well as ample; 
supplies of anus and ammunition. But those 
advantages w'ci c to be balanced against an almb^it' 
insurmountable inconvenience that uniformly 
attended a Highland army. The clans could bci 
in no respect induced to consider themselves 
as regular soldiers, or to act as such. ‘Even 
so late as the year 1745-6, when the Chevalier 
Charles Edward, by way of making an example, 
caused a soldier to be sliot for desertion, the High#^’ 
landers, who composed his army, were affected as 
much by indignation as by fear. They could not 
conceive any jjrinciple of justice upon \rhich a 
man’s life could be taken, for merely going home 
when it did not suit him to remain longer with 
the army. Such had been the uniform practice 
of their fathers. When a battle was over, the 
cami>aigu was, in their opinion, ended ; if it wlia 
lost, they sought safedy in their mountains — if 
won, they returned there to secure their bdPty. 
At other times they liad their cattle to look after, 
and their harvests to sow or reap, without which' . 
their families would have perished for want. In 
either case, there was an end of their services for 
the time ; and though tliey were easily enough - . 
recalled by the i)i‘os)>ect of fresh adventures apd 
more plunder, yet the opportunity of success wbs, 
in the meantime, lost, and could not afterwards 
be recovei’ed. This circumstance serves to show!; 
even if history had not made us acquainted with 
the same fact, that the Highlanders h^ 
been accustomed to make war with the view of 

S ermanent conquest, but only with the hope ;Of 
eriving temporary advantage, or deciding soi^ 
immediate quarrel. It also explains the reai^fi^ 
why Montrose, with all his splendid succems, 
never obtained any secure or permanent footing! 
in the Ijowiaiids, and why even those Lowla^ 
noblemen and gentlemen, who were inclined to 
the royal cause, showed diffidence and reluctance 
to join an amy of a character so desultory anbi 
irregular, as might lead them at all times , ip 
apprehend that the Highlanders, securing them- 
selves by a retreat to their mountains, wohldi 
leave whatever Lowlanders might have joined 
them to the mercy of an offended and predoiM- . 
nant enemy. The same consideration will 
serve to account for the sudden marches which ' 
Montrose was obliged to undertake, in order ^ 


* We choose to quote our authority for a fact so s^pl 
— ' A many Imrgesses were kill«d'^wehty‘^five E 

holders stf jSt. Andrews— manV were bursten w the 
arid died without str(dcc. — See Ball]ie*s Ziii0rs^^ ii. 
p. 9**,. In the Bannatyne Onbl^ltion, 

<l4S, TincH. 11. p. 


■’ ' ‘I ' ' i ' ; i' y 

I Th«86 oommaiK^' fjroiR 
suited tlie haughty apirit^dr 
and cautious policy, of tift nohJcm$h ^ 
they were address^. He paid, aobordi^ij^/ ho 
regard to them, but limited his efforts tp il^itraj^os 
among Montrose’s few Lowland follohmrs,^aii^ 
of whom had become disgusted with the prcs|i0et 
of a Highland campaign, which &ir 

persons to intolerable fatigue, ana left thi^t 
estates at the Covenanters’ mercy, Accordis^y, 
several of them left Montroses camp at this 
licriod. He was joined, however, by a body of 
Ibrces of more congenial spirit, and for better 
adapted to the situation in wiich he foun^ him- 
self. This reinforcement consisted of a large 
l>ody of Highlanders, wliom CollTitto, dospatohm 
for that purpose, had levied in Argpeshk^. 
Among the most distinguished was John of 
Moidart, called the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
with the Stewarts of Appin, the Clan Ore^r, the 
Clan M‘Nab, and other tribes of inferior distinc- 
tion. By these means Montrose’s army was so 
formidably inoreiised that Argyle cared no longer 
to remain in the command of that opposed to 
him, but returned to Edinburgh, and there threw 
up his commission, under pretence that his amy 
was not supplied with reinforcements a|{id pro- 
visions in the manner in which they Pi^ht to 
have been. From thence the marquis returned 
to Inveravy, there, in full security, to govern his 
feudal vassals and patriarchal followers, and to 
repose himself in safety on the faith of the clan 
proverb already quoted — * It is a for cry to 
Locliow’.’ 


tf': iiiMdUiy in the mountains, and for the 
rei of fortim#, by which we often find 
^ [ tn retreat from before those enemies 
w^hpm he had recently been victorious. If 
thm should be any who read these tales for any 
further purpose than that of immediate amuse- 
mentj they will find these remarks not unworthy 
of their recollection. 

* It was oAving to such causes, the slackness of 
the Lowland loyalists and the temporary deser- 
tion of his Highland followers, that Montrose 
found himself, even after the decisive victory of 
Tippermuir, in no condition to face the second 
army with which Argyle advanced upon him 
from the westward. In this emergency, supply- 
ing by velocity the want of strength, he moved 
suddenly from Perth to Dundee, and, being 
refused admission into that town, fell northward 
Ujj^n Aberdeen, where he expected to be joined 
by the Gordons and other loyalists. But the 
zeal of these gentlemen was, for the time, effectu- 
ally bridled by a large body of Covenanters, 
commanded by the Lord Burleigh, and sup- 
posed to amount to three thousand men. These 
'^ Montrose boldly attacked with half their number. 
The battle was fought under the walls of the city, 
and the resolute valour of Montrose’s followers 
was again successful against every disadvantage. 

But it was the fate of this great commander 
always to gain the glory, but seldom to reap the 
fruits of victory. He had scarcely time to repose 
his small army in Aberdeen, ere he found, on 
the one hand, that the Gordons w'ere likely to 
be deterred from joining him by the reasons we 
have mentioned, with some others peculiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of Huntly ; on the other 
hand, Argyle, whose forces had been augmented 
by those of several Lowland noblemen, advanced 
towards Montrose at the head of a?i army much 
larger than he had yet had to cope with. These 
troops moved, indeed, with .slowness correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their commander ; 
but even that caution rcndere<l Argyle’s approach 
formidable, since his very advance implied that 
he was at the head of an army irresistibly 
superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open to 
Montrose, and ho adopted it. He tlir^w^ himself 
into the Highlands, where he could set pursuit 
at defiance, and where he was sure in eveiy 
glen to recover those recruits who had left his 
standard to deposit their booty in their native 
fastnesses. It was thus that the singular clia- 
racter of the army wliioh Montrose commanded, 
while, on the one hand, it rendered his victory 
in some degree nugatory, enabled him, on the 
other, under the most disadvantageous circum- 
stances, to secure his retreat, recruit his force.s, 
and render himself more formidable than ever 
ito the enemy before whom he had lately been 
ttneble to make a stand. 

On the present occasion he threw himself into 
3ed^oeh^ and, rapidly traversing that district, 
aii> as t%e neighbouring county of Atholc, 
^jAlj^tdp^Govenanto attacks 

f .^Idiexpected points, and spread 
, t dismay that repeated orders were 
;’by the Parliament to Argyle, their 
tf to engz^p), and disperse Montrose at 



CHAPTER XVL 

Such mountains steep, such craggy hills. 

His army' on one side enclose : 

The other side, great griesly gills 

Did fence with fenny mire and moss.* 

Which when the Earl understood, 

He counsel craved of captains all, . * * 

Who bade set forth M’ith manful mood, 

And take such fortune as would fall. 

Flo ODEN Field, an Ancient Ptfem* 

Montrose bad now a .splendid career in his 
vie\v, ju’ovidoil ho could obtain the consent of 
his gallant but desultory troops, and their 
independent chieftains. The Lowlaifhls lay qpen 
before him, without an army adequate to eheck 
his career ; for Argyle’s followers had left the 
Covenanters’ host when their master threw lip 
his commission, and many other troops, tired of 
the war, liad taken tlie same opportuni^ to dis- 
band themselves. By desoenaing Strath ^y, 
tlierefore, one of the most convenient paeses 
the Highlands, Montrose had only to present 
himself in the Lowlands, in order to row the 
slumbering spirit of chivdry ai|d of Ibyiilty 
wdiieh animated the gentlemen tO|the,ri0!to. of 
the Forth. The possession of tnese 
with or without a victory, would gir# 
command of a wealthy and fertile 
kin^om, and would enable " 

to j^ace his army on a more f — 
to penetrate as far a» aa|^ 
thence to the Bordeif, where be 





vet n'ii8nb4u$d' fOFoes 

>of ' 

. ® oporatioTis by which the 

tmesis ;^biy wa^t to be acquired, and the most 
success insured for the royal cause. 
jeeeWugly it did not escape the ambitious and 
flj^t of him whose services had already 
aoqtdreti him the title of the Groat Marquis. 
Bint other motives actuated^any of his followers, 
and pbthaps wero not without their secret and 
unaolcnowledged influence upon his own feelings. 

The western chiefs in Montrose’s army, 
almost toPa man, regarded the Marquis of Argylo 
as the most direct and proper object of hostilities. 
Almost all of them had felt his power ; almost 
all, in withdrawing their fencible men from 
their own glens, left their families and property ‘ 
exposed toliis vengeance ; all, without exception, 
were dasiroiis of diminishing his sovereignty ; 
and most of them lay so near his territories, that 
they might reasonably hope to be gratified by a 
share of nis spoil. To these chiefs the possession 
of Inyerary and its castle was an event infinitely 
more important and desirable than the capture 
of Edinburgh. The latter event could only 
afford their clansmen a little transitory pay or 
plunder ; the former insured to the chiefs them- 
selves indemnity for the past and security for 
the future. Besides these personal reasons, the 
leaders who favoured this opinion plausibly 
urged, that though, at his first descent into the 
Lowlands, Montrose might be superior to the 
enemy, yet every day’s march he made from the 
hills muiSt dimmish his own forces, and expose 
him to the accumulated superiority of any army 
which the Covenanters could eollect from the 
Lowland levies and garrisons. On the other 
hand, by crushing Argyle effectually, he would 
not only permit his present western friends to 
bring out that proportion of their forces which 
they must othcr\vise leave at home for protection 
of theiP families ; but further, he would draw to 
his standard several tribes already friendly to 
,his cause, but who were prevented from joining 
him by fear of M'Callum More. 

3 ^ arguments, os we have already hinted, 
something responsive in Montrose’s own 
bosom, not quite consonant with the general 
heroism of his character. The houses of Argylo 
and Montrose had been, in former times, re- 
peS.tedly opposed to each other in war and in 
polities, ann the superior advantages acquired by 
the former had made them the subject of envy 
Olid dislike to the neighbouring family, who, 
COnsedous of equal desert, had not been so richly 
rewarded. This was not all. The existing heads 
of these rival families had stood in the most 
marked opposition to each other since the com- 
mishoement of the present troubles. 

K^trose, consoious of the superiority of his 
tilepitS, and of having rendered great service to 
thi^ ; Obvenaiffcers at the beginning of tbe war, 
h^' expected from that party the supereminenoe 
of ^d command, which they judged it 
entrust to the more limited faculties, and 
ei^nsive power, of his rival, Argyle. The 
Ai^K^ed^^ preference was an ix^uiy 
X^y^Montrose nevet^ Ibrgave the Covenanters ; 

still less likely to extend his patdon 
td whmn he been postponed. 


He Was .theidfore, stimulated by every feeling of 
hatred Which conld animate a fiery temper m a 
fierce age, to seek for revenge upon, the enemy 
of his house and person ; ana it is probable that 
these private motives operated not a little npon 
his mind, when he found the principal pat^ of 
his followers determined rather to , undertake an 
expedition against the territories of Argyle, than 
to take the i'ar more decisive step of descending 
at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found to 
carry into effect his attack upon Argyleshire,. he - 
could not easily bring himself to renounce the 
splendid achievement of a descent upon the 
Tjowlands. He held more than one council with 
tlie principal chiefs, combating, perhaps, his 
own secret inclination as well as theirs. He laid 
before them the extreme diflftculty of marching 
even a Highland army from the eastward into 
Argyloshire, through passes scarcely practicable 
for shepherds and deerstalkers, and over moun- 
tains with which even the clans lying nearest to 
them did not pretend to be thoroughly acquainted. 
These difficulties were greatly enhanced by the 
season of the year, which was now advancing 
towards December, when the mountain -passes, 
in themselves so difficult, might be expected to 
be rendered utterly impassable by snow-storms. 
Those objections neither satisfied nor silenced 
the chiefs, who insisted u}>on their ancient mode 
of making war, by driving the cattle, which, 
according to the Gaelic phrase, < fed upon the 
grass of their enemy. ’ The council was dismissed 
late at night, and without coming to any decision, 
excepting that the chiefs who supported the 
opinion that Argyle should bo invadea, promised 
to seek out among their followers those who 
might be most capable of undertaking the office 
of guides upon the expedition, 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which served 
him for a tent, and stretched liimself upon a bed 
of dry fern, tlie only place of repose which it 
afforded. But he courted sleep in vain, for the, 
visions of ambition excluded those of Morpheus, 
In one moment he imagined himself displaying 
the royal banner from the reconquered castle of 
Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a monftroh 
whose crown depended upon his success, and 
receiving in requital all the advantages and pre- 
ferments which could be heaped upon him wnom 
a king delighteth to honour. At another time, 
this dream, splendid as it was, faded before the 
vision of gratified vengeance and personal 
triumph over a personal enemy. To surprise 
Argylo in his stronghold of Inverary — to crush 
in him at once the rival of his own house and 
the chief support of the Presbyterians — ^to show 
the Covenanters the difference between the pre- 
ferred Argyle and the postponed Montrose, was 
a picture too flattering to feudal vengeance to be 

W^ile he lay thus busied with oontradictoiy 
thoughts and feelings, the soldier who stood 
sentinel upon his quarters announced tc the 
marquis that two persons desired to speak with 
his Excellency. 

* Their names ? * answered Montrose ; * and the 
cause of their urgency at such a late hour T ^ 
On these points^ the sentinel, who was «ne of 
Colkitto's irisnlinen, could afford his general 




^ that Montrose, who at 
a^.lli'^44^'4 jmise accaas to no one, lest 
ha:i^apnt have been neglecting some important 
hftto}i^hcie» gave directions, as a necessary pre- 
to put the guard under arms, and tlieu 
prepared to receive his untimely visitors. His 
gropm of the chambers had scarce lighted a pair 
of torches, and Montrose hiuiself had scarce risen 
f^om his couch, when two men entered, one 
n'caring a Lowland dress of chamois leather 
worn almost to tatters ; the other a tall, upright 
old Highlander, of a complexion which might be 
termed iron-grey, wasted and worn by frost and 


tempest. 

* What may be your commands with me, my 
Mends ?' said the marquis, his hand almost un- 
consciously seeking the butt of one of his pistols ; 
for the period, as well as the time of nlglif, 
warranted suspicions which the good mien of his 
visitors was not by any means calculated to re- 
move. 

,'t pray leave to congratulate you,’ said the 
Lowlander, * my most noble general, and right 
honourable lord, upon the great battles wliich 
you have achieved since I had the fortune to be 
detached from you. It was a pretty affair that 
tuilzie at Tippermuir ; nevertheless, if 1 might 

be permitted to counsel ’ 

‘ Before doing so,’ said the marquis, ‘will you 
be pleased to let me know who is so kind as to 
favour me with his opinion ? ’ 

‘ Truly, my lord,’ replied the man, * I should 
have hoped that was unnecessary, seeing it is not 
so long since I took on in jmur service, under 

S romise of a commission as major, with half a 
ollar of daily pay and half a dollar of arrears ; 
and I am to trust your lordship has not forgotten 
my pay as well as rny person ? ’ 

*My good friend, Major Dalgetty,’ said Mon- 
trose, who hy this time perfectly recollected his 
man; ‘ you must consider what important things 
have happened to put my friends’ faces out of 
my memory, besides this imperfect light ; but 
all conditions shall be kojd. — And what news 
from Argyleshire, my good major? AVo have 
long given you up for lost, and I was now pre- 
paring to take the most signal vengeance upon 
the old fox who infringed the law of arms in 
your person.* 

, . ‘ truly, my noble lord,’ said llalgetty, * I have 
no desire that my return shoidd put any stop to 
:proper and becoming an intention ; verily it 
> is fin no shape in the Earl of Argylc’s favour or 
nieiioy that I now stand before yon, and I shall 
h© no intercessor for him. But my f*scape is, 
nndor’heaven, and the excellent dexterity which, 

1 and accomplished cavalier, I displayed 

the same, — I say, under these, it is 
to assistance of this old Highlander, 
to recommend to your lordship’s 
favour, as the instrument of saving your 


to command, Bugald Dalgetty of 

^j^Qutnkworthy service,’ said the marquis 

E b shall certainly be requited in 
ieterves.’ 

Ranald,* said Mitior Dalgetty 
dall hiih), ‘ kneel down, and 

'■ ,V ‘ 


on his bosomi And 
his head. ' ^ 

‘This poor man, my lord,* said 
getty, continuing his speech with a 
of protection towards Ranald MadRsgl 
strained all his slender means to defend 1 


son from mine en^piies, although haii'j^g^iiO 
better woa})ons of a missile sort Sian jd|td 
arrows, whilk your lordship will hardly IwnOTe,* 
‘ You will see a gi'eat many sttph weAponA In 
my camp,’ said Mpntrose, ‘and we ftna theto 
serviceable.** " 


my camp,’ said Mpntrose, ‘and we find theto 
serviceable.** 

‘ Serviceable, iny lord ! * said Dalgetty j ' ‘ I 
trust your lordship will permit n?e to be su^^eil 
— ^bows and arrows ! — ^1 trust you will lorj^Ve 
my recommending the substitution of^muilcqtS, 
the first convenient opportunity. But b^d^ 
defending me, this honest Highlander also was 
at the pains of curing me, in I'espect that I h4wi 
got a touch of the wars in my retreat, which 
merits my best reipiital in this special intrdduo- 
lion of him to your lordship’s notice and pro-* 
tection.* 

‘ AVhat is your name, my friend ? ’ said Mon- 
trose, turning to tlie Highlander. 

‘ It may not be spoken,’ answered the moun- 
taineer. 

‘That is to say,* interpreted Major Dalgetty, 

‘ he desires to have, his name concealed, in respect 
he hath in former days taken a castle, slain cer- 
tain children, and done other things whilk, as * 
your good lordship knows, are often practised in 
war-time, but excite no benevolence towards the 
perpetrator in ihe friends of those who sUStam 
mj ury . I have known, in my military experience, 
many brave cavaliers nut to death by the boors, 
simply for having used military licence upon the 
conntiy.’ 

‘I understand,’ said Montrose: ‘This person 
is at feud with some of our followers. Let him 
retire to the court of guard, and wo will think 
of the best mode of protecting him,* , , 

* You hear, Ranald,’ said Major Dalgetty, with 
an air of superiority, ‘ his Excellency wishes to 
hold privy council with me, you must go to the 
court of guard. — He does not know where that 
is, poor fellow ! — lie is a young soldier for so 'pld 
a man ; I will put him under the' charge of a 
sentinel, and return to your lordship mcontidcnt.* 
He did so, and returned according!^ ■; 

Montrose’s first inquiry respected the emha^jf 
to liiverary ; and he listenea with atteptio^ to 
Dalgfitty’s reply, notwithstanding the prolixity 
of the major’s narrative. It required, ah 'fetfort 
from the marquis to maintain his attehtioh J ,btit 
no one better knew, that where ihfonhatlioA is 
to be derived from the report of such ag^nfik as . 
Dalgetty, it. can only be obtained by loif^hg 
them to tell their story in their own 
cordingly the marquises patiehoe fras 
rewarded. Among other spoils wliitii the&wdn 
thought himself at liberty to take, wiafltA;p&t 
of Argyle’s private papera.^ These 

* In fact, for the admirers of 
not only that many of the 
^ the»' antique, missltet, 

lanci,' wore occasiiDiniaiQr used 



a;coount'> 
HQ fu^her, for 1 do 
th&t htmade any mention of the 
, 'pi|3i|^M|(p!(| ^iifoh he had appropriated at the 
aanijg;:|M^ that he made seizure of the paj^ers 
' : Snatehin^ a torch from the wall, 

Mppmap! was ;Ui an instant deeply engaged in 
the i|tel(^ of these documents, in which it is 
.he found something to animate his 
resentment againsf his rival Argyle. 

.*'|}i0es he not fear mo ? * said he ; ‘ then he 
shidl' feel me. Will ho fire my castle of Mug- 
dpokl-rlliiverary shall raise the first smoko. — 0 
fw a guide through the skirts of Strath Fillan ! ’ 

Wliatever might be Dalgetty ’s personal conceit, 
he understood his business sufficiently to guess at 
Montrose’s meaning. He instantly interrupted 
Id^ owh prolix narration of the skirmish which 
had taken place^ and the wound he had received 
in his retreat, and began to speak to the point 
which he saw interested his general. 

;* If,’ said he, *yoiir Excellency wishes to make 
an in&Uinto Argylesliire, this poor man, Ranald, 
•of whom I told you, together with liis children 
, and companions, know every pass into that laud, 
both leaaing from the cast and from the north.’ 

^ Indeed 1 ’ said Montrose ; ‘ what reason have 
you to believe their knowledge so extensive ? * 

^So please your Excellency, ’answercdDalgetty, 
‘during the weeks that 1 remained witli them 
for, cure of my wound, they were repeatedly 
obligated to shift their quarters, in respect of 
. Argyle’a repeated attempts to repossess himself 
of theperson of an officer who was honoured wth 
youir Excellency’s confidence ; so tliat I had occa- 
sion tn admire the singular dexterity and know- 
ledge of the face of the country with which they 
alternately achieved their retreat and their ad- 
vance ; and when, at length, I was able to repair 
to your Excellency’s standard, this honest simple 
creature, Ranald MacEagh, guided me by paths 
. which npy steed Gustavus (which your lordship 
may remember) trod with perfect safety, so that 
I said to myself, that where guides, si)ies, or 
ihtelli^ncers were required in a Highland cam- 
paign in that western country, more expert 
persons tlian he and his attendants could not 
possibly be desired.’ 

‘ And can you answer for this man’s fidelity ? ’ 
said l^Iontrose ; ‘ what is his name and condition ?’ 

‘He is an outlaw and robber by professioji, 
something also of a homicide or murderer,' an- 
swi^d Dalgetty ‘and by name called Ranald 
Mao^SsigiL ; whilk signifies, Ranald, the Son of 
the Mist.' 

! I shjmld remember something of that name,’ 
said Montrose, pausing. ‘ Did not tliese Children 
of the. Hist perpetrate some act of cruelty upon 
tUUfM&vlV 

|)algetty mentioned the circumstance of 
the m^er of the Forester, and Montrose's active 
^ on^ recalled all the circumstances of 

.‘|f%niqBtTinluoky’,’ said Montrose, ‘this in- 
between these men and the 
\ Allan has borne himself bravely in 
th&ii^;^;&nd possefseS) by tke wild mystery 
of an'd Unguaga, sd innnence ^ 






At so ca^b]^ of 

rendering useml 'service,,aind being, as you say, 
Mitfor lialgetfy, perfectly trustworthy ; 

‘ I will pledge my pay and arrears, my 
and arms, my head and neck, upon their fidelity/ 
said the major ; ‘ and your Excellency knt^s 
that a soldado could say no more. for .his 
father.’ . i 

‘ True,’ said Montrose ; ‘ but as this is a 
of particular moment, I would willingly know, ; > 
the grounds of so positive an assurance.’ ’ 

‘Concisely, then, my lord,’ said the 
‘ not only did they disdain to profit by a hand*‘ 
some reward which Argyle did me the honour to ' 
]»lace upon this poor head of mine, and not only 
did they abstain from pillaging my personal ' 
property, whilk ivas to an amount that would 
have tempted regular soldiers in any service of 
Europe ; and not only did they restore me my 
horse, whilk your Excellency knows to be of valuB, 
but I could not prevail on them to accept one 
stiver, doit, or maravedi for tbe trouble and ex- 
penses of my sick-bed. They actually refused 
my coined money when freely ofiered, — a tale 
seldom to be told in a Christian land.’ 

‘1 admit,’ said Montrose, after a moment’s 
reflection, ‘that their conduct towards you is 
good evidence of their fidelity ; but how to secure 
against the breaking out of this feud?’ He 
paused, and then suddenly added, ‘ 1 had forgot 
I have supped, ^vhilo you, major, have been 
travelling by moonlight.’ 

He called to his attendants to fetch a stoui> of 
wine and some refreshments. Major Dalgetty*, 
who had the appetite of a convalescent returned, 
from Iligliland. quarters, needed not any pressing 
to partake of what was set before him, but fjro- 
ceeded to despatch his food with such alacnty, 
that the marquis, filling a cup of wine $nd 
diiiiking to his health, could not help remarking^ 
that coarse as the provisions of his camp wmfn^;\ 
ho was afraid Major Dalgetty had fared mUUb; 
worse during his excursion into Argyleshirer 

‘ Your Excellency may take your corporal oath^ 
upon that,* said the worthy major, speaking/ 
with his mouth full ; ‘ for Argyle’s bread anS ^ 
water arc yet stale and mouldy in my reColleQ*^, 
tion, and though they did their best, yet the ' 
viands that the Children of the Mist proeuxedv, 
for mo, poor helpless creatures as they were, 
Avere so unrefreshful to my body, that when en- ' 
closed in iny armour, whilk I was fain to leave, 
behind me for expedition’s sake, I rattled therein 
like the shrivelled kernel in a nut that hath beau', 
kept on to a second Hallowe’en.’ . - 

* You must take the due means to repair th^, 
losses, Major Dalgetty.’ 

‘ In troth,’ answered the soldier, ‘ I shaU. 
hardly be able to compass that, unless my arrears 
are to be exchanged for present pay foa^ I prdV 
test to your Excellency, that ttio three sbona 
weight which I have lost were simply rawpedi 
upon the regular accountings of the States oli 
Holland.’ , v . 

‘ In tliat case,’ said the marquis, ‘you are 
reduced to good marching order. As for pay, 
let us once have victory— victory^ 
yonr wishes, and all our wishes, shaU W amhly 
Wfilledi pHe^mA help yburself to ‘^i^hi^ner 
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,, /a lifeaitib/teld the miuor, 

f Wto to the brini, to show the aeal with 
the toast, *and victory over all 
^ ':h!h|tmi«e, and particularly over Ar^le ! I 
nb|^ ito twitch another handful from his beard 
— I have had one pluck at it already.* 

, * Very true,* answered Montrose ; ‘but to return 
.to thete men of the Mist. You iiiidei-stand, Dal- 
^tty, that their presence here, and the purpose 
mr which we employ them, is a secret between 
you and me ? ’ 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, with 
this mark of his general’s confidence, the 
major laid his hand upon liis nose and nodded 
intelligence. 

*Howmany may there be of Ranald’s followers ?‘ 
continued tlie marquis. 

^ They are reduced, so fai as I know, to some 
eight or ten men,’ answered Major Dalgetty, 
*and a few women and children.’ 

‘ Where are, they now ? ’ demanded Montrose. 

* In a valley at three miles’ distance,’ answered 
the soldiei’, ‘awaiting your Excellency’s com- 
mand ; I judged it not ht to bring them to your 
leagi iier without your Excellency’s orders.’ 

‘You judged very well,’ said Montrose ; ‘it 
would be proper that they remain where they 
are, or seek some distant place of refuge. I will 
send them money, thougli it is a scarce article 
with me at present.’ 

‘ It is quite unnecessary,’ said Major Dalgetty : 
/your Excellency has only to hint that the 
M‘Aulays are going in that direction, and my 
friends of the Mist will instantly make volte- 
face, and go to the right about.’ 

‘ That were scarce courteous,’ said tlie marfiuis. 

* Better send them a few dollars to purchase them 
some cattle for the support of the w'omen and 
children.* 

‘ They know how to coine by their cattle at a 
far cheaper rate,’ said the major ; ‘ but let it be 
as your Excellency wills.’ 

‘ Let Ranald MacEagh,’ said Montrose, ‘ select 
one or two of his followers, men whom he can 
trust, and who are capable of keeping their own 
secret and ours: these, with their chief for .scout- 
master general, shall serve for our guides. Let 
them lie at my tent to-morrow at daybreak, and 
see, if possible, that they neither guess my pur- 
pose, Uor hold any communi-^atiou with each 
other in private.— This old man, lias he any 
dMldren ? ^ 

/ ./They have been killed or hanged,’ answered 
major, ‘ to the number of a round dozen, aa 
I believe— but ho hath left one grandchild, a 
emart and hopeful youth, whom 1 have noted to 
be never without a pebble in his pi aid -nook, to 
lit whatsoever might come in liis way ; being 

Ajnnbol that, like David, who was accustomed 

siliimwiooth stones taken from the brook, ho 
,ii|jttWjSerwards prove an adventurous warrior.' 

boy, Major Dalgetty,’ said the marquis, 
have to attend upon my own person. I 
he will have sense enough to keep his 

Exe^lienoy need not fear that,’ answered 
l^ ^lhese' Highland imps, fram the 
ihie^^ehip the shell ’-r — 

Vantr<^ ‘ that,h^,shaU 


move l . 

his reward.— And howi MforT 
-license your departure mrlfehe nighk^^ ^ 
you will introduce this MacBagh, 
name or character he may please . 1 

presume his profession has rende)^ 
ciently expert in all sort of disguises; orw'e mi^y 
admit John of Moidart into oUr schema, 
has sense, practicability, and intelligeiu^, and 
will probably allow this man for a ume. td: be 
disguised as one of his followers. For y<m, 
major, my groom of the chambers will be your 
quartermaster for this evening.' o 
Major Dalgetty took his leave with a ; 
heart, greatly elated with the reception he ' 
met witli, and much pleased wSth the p^sonal 
manners of liis new general, which, as he ex- 
plained at gi'eat length to Ranald MabEagh, 
reminded him in many respects of the demeanour 
of the immortal Gustaviis Adolphus, the Litm of 
the North, and bulwark of the Protestant faith. 


CHAPTER XVI L 

The march begins in military state, 

And nations on his eye suspended wait ; 

Stern famine guards the solitary coast, 

And winter barricades the realms of frost, 

He comes,— -nor want, nor cold, his course delay* 
Vaniiv ok Human Wishes. 

By break of day Montrose received in hie 
cabin old MacEagh, and questioned him long 
and jiarticularly as to the means of approaching 
the country of Argylo. He made a note of his 
answeiTS, which he comjmrcd with those of two 
of his followers, whom he introduced as the 
most pnident and experienced. He found them 
to correspond in all respects ; but, still unsatis- 
fied where })rccautioii was so necessary, the 
marquis comjiared the information he<«h^ re- 
ceived w’ith that ho was able to collect from the 
chiefs who lay most near to the destined scene 
of invasion, and, being in all respects Satisfied 
of its accuracy, he resolved to proceed in full 
reliance Upon it. 

In one point Montrose changed liis mind. 
Having judged it unlit to take the boy Kenneth 
into his own service, lost, in case of his birth 
being discovered, it sliould be resented as an 
olfeiice by the numerous clans whcr>entertailied 
a feudal enmity to this devoted family, he 
requested the major to take him in attendance 
upon himself; and as ho accompanied this 
request with a handsome under pre- , 

tence of clothing and eouipping the^ lad; this ‘ 
change was agreeable to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-timo, when MajCr Dal- 
getty, being dismissed by Montrose, weto$ in 
quest of his old acquaintances, Lord Keh^ith 
and the M‘Aulays, to whom he l^iged tb wm- 
municate his own adventures, as vffill as .^Jliam 
from them the particulars of the damj^a^, > It 
may be imagined he was received 
glee by men to whom the late nnifaWifr<»flSL«fir 
military life had rendered any 
an interesting nbvelty;- 
iieemed to recml Mm 
although, 



tha^ a 

,mt)|me wlio bad been so la^ly 
>of ^r^le and otlier' enemies. 
MuWL^atty.was a^littlo alarmed by tbis sort 
consciousness wl^ich Allan seemed 
^ respecting the society he had been 

hi^Iy kaeping j he was soon satisfied, liowever, 
perceptions of the seer in this i)articular 
not Infallible. 

' * Af Eanald MacEagb was to be placed under 
l^or .Dalgeity’s protection and siiporintend- 
enoe, it was necessary he should present him to 
those pe^pons with whom ho was most likely to 
associate. The dress of the old man had, in the 
meantime, been changed from the tartan of his 
. elan to a sort oj clothing peculiar to the. men of 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat with 
'Sleeves, and a petticoat, all made in one piece. 
This dress was lacod from top to bottom in 
front, and bore some resemblance to that called 
Polonaise, still worn by children in Scotland of 
the lower rank. The tartan hose and bonnet 
• completed the dress, which old men of the last 
, century remembered well to have seen worn by 
the distant Islesmcn who came to the Earl of 
( MAr’s standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his eye on Allan as 
he spoke, iiitroauced Ranald MacEagh under 
the netitious name of Ranald MacGilliliiiron in 
Benbecula, who liad escaped with liim out of 
Argylo’s prison. Ho recommended liim as a 
person skilful in the arts of the harper and 
the seannachie, andd)y no means contemptible in 
the quality of a second-sighted person, or seer. 
While making this exposition, Major Dalgetty 
stammered and hesitated in a ^\Ay so unlike the 
usual glib forwardness of his manner, that he 
could not have failed to have given suspicion to 
Allan M^Aulay, had not that person’s whole 
attention been engaged in steadily perusing Hit: 
features of the person thus introauced to him. 
This steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MaoEagh, that his hand was beginning to sink 
down towards his dagger, in expectation of a 
•hostile assault, when Allan, suddenly crossing 
the floor of the hut, extended his hand to him 
in the way of friendly greeting. They sat down 
side by side, and conversed in a low, mysterious 
^ tone of voice. Menteith and Angus M‘Aulay 
' wiere not sumised at tliis, for there jirevailed 
among the Highlanders who pretended to tlie 
secona • sigjjit a sort of freemasonry, which 
. generally induced them, upon meeting, to iiold 
coi^munipation with each other on tlie nature 
and extent of their visionary experiences. 

^Dbes the sight come gloomy upon your 
' spirits ? ’ said Allan to his new acquaintance. 

*A$ dark as the shadow upon the moon,' 
replied Ranald, *when she is darkened in her 
midednrae in heaven,, and iirophets foretell of 

^vCoflie hither,’ said Allan, *come more this 
way, 1 Wouljl converse with you apart ; for men 
say ;]t^t Jnfyour distant islands the sight is 
forth with more cleai-ness and power than 
^ho dwell near the Sassenach.* 

Wple. ithw were plung^ into their mystic 
Rn^ish cavaliers entered 
spirit and 

. "to oSedere . liad'. 


j .beiei&^^4 should- 

' readiness for an; immediate maieh to the 
ward. Having, delivewd themselves Of their 
news with much glee, they paid their compli- 
ments to their old acquaintance, Mqjor D^dgetty^ 
whom they instantly recognised, and inquired 
after the health of Ills charger, Gustavns. 

‘I humbly thank you, gentlemen/ answered 
the soldier ; ‘ Gustavus is well, though, like, hie 
master, somewliat barer on the ribs than when 
you offered to relieve me of him at Darnlinvi^aeh J 
and let mo assure you that, before ybh have 
made one or two of those marches wnich you 
seem to contemplate with so much ^ satisiacuon 
in prospect, you will leave, my good knights, 
some of your English beef, and probably an 
English horse or two, behind you.’ 

Both exclaimed that they cared very little 
what they found or what they left, provided 
the scene changed from dogging up and down 
Angus and Aberdeenshire in pursuit of an 
enemy who would neither fight nor run avray. 

* If such be the case,’ said Angus M‘Aulay, 

‘ I must give orders to my followers, and make 
juovision too for the safe conveyance of Anuot 
Lyle ; for an advance into M*Callum MoiVs 
country will be a farther and fouler road than 
these pinks of Cumbrian knighthood are aware 
of.’ So saying, ho left the cabin. 

‘Annul Lyle!’ repeated Dalgetty; ‘is she 
following the campaign ? ’ 

‘Surely,’ replied Sir Miles Musgi’ave, his eye 
glancing slightly from Lord Mcnteilh to Allan 
Xl ‘Aulay ; ‘ wc could neither march nor fight, > 
advance nor retreat, without the influence of the 
IMncess of Harps.’ 

‘ Tlie Princess of Broadswords and Targets, I 
.say,’ answered liis companion ; ‘for the LMy of 
Montrose herself could not be more courteously 
waited upon ; .slie lias four Highland maidens, 
and as many bare -logged gillies, to wait Upon 
her orders. ’ , 

‘ And' what would you have, gentlemen ? ’ &ai4 
•Allan, tiiriiiiig suddenly from the Higblandci* 
with whom he was in uonvorsatiou ; ‘ would ypu 
yourselves have left an innocent female, tfee 
companion of your infan^, to die by violem^ 
or perish by famine? There is not, by thk 
time, a roof upon the habitation of my mthieirs 
— our crops have been destroyed and our caj^e. 
have been driven — and yon, gentlemen, haye& 
bless God, that, coming from a milder and thora 
civilised country, you expose only your own lives 
in this remorseless war, without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit with their vehgeanee 
the defenceless pledges you may have left bel^nd 
yon.’ 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that thejT, 
had the superiority in this respect ; and ,tbe 
company, now dispersing, went each to his, 
several charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment behind, still questm- 
ing the reluctant Ranald MacEagh upon a polni' 
in nis supposed visions, by which he wad greatly 
perplexed. ‘ Repeatedly.,^ he said, ‘ have I had 
the sight of a Gael, who seemed to plunge his 
weapon into the Imy of Menteith, of, ^at 
youi^ nobleman in the scarlet laeed olosky who 
has juat pow left the bothy* But by no effort,' 
>|honig^, 1 l^ve^sed until my eyes were almost 
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iitt ihdir sockets^ can 1 discover the Jbce of 
tki# filghla&der, or evo& conjecture wJm he may 
jilthOttgh his person and air seemerl familiar 
to * 

'Save you reversed your own plaid,’ said 
Eanald, ‘according to the rule of the experienced 
seers in such case i ’ 

‘I have,’ answered Allan, speaking low, and 
shuddering as if witli internal agony. 

‘And in what giuse did the 2 )hautom then 
appear to you ? * said Ranald. 

‘With his plaid also reversed,* answered Allan, 
in the same low and convulsed tone. 

‘Then be assured,’ said Ranald, ‘ that your on ii 
liand, and none other, will do the deed of wliielL 
you have witnessed the shadow.* 

‘So has my anxious soul a liuiulred tinier 
surmised,* replied Allan. ‘ Rut it is iiupossihh > 
Were I to read the record in tlie eternal hook of 
fate, 1 would declare it iin])ossil)le -we are boiuul 
by the ties of blood, and by a hundred ties more 
intimate — we have stood side by side iu l)attle, 
and our swords have reeked with the blood of 
the same enemies — it is iMrossiBUi 1 should 
harm him.’ 

‘ That you will do so, ’ aiisw ered Ranald, ‘ is 
certain, though the cause l)e liid in the dai-kness 
of futurity. You say,’ lie eon tinned, suppressing 
his own emotions with dittieulty, ‘that si(ie by 
side you have pursued your piey like blooil- 
hounds — have you never seen lUoodhoiinds turn 
their fangs against each other and light over 
the body of a throttled deer ? ’ 

‘It is false!’ said M‘Aulay, starting up; ‘these 
are not the foreboding of idte, but the teinjita- 
tiott of some evil spirit from the liottomless inti’ 
So saying, ho strode out of the ealun. 

‘Tliou hast it,' said the Son of the Mist, look- 
ing after him with an air of exultation ; ‘llie 
barbell arrow is in tby side < Spirits of tin* 
slaughtered, rejoice ! soon sliall your murderers’ 
swords be dyed in each other’s blood.’ 

On the succeeding morning all was ])reparod, 
and Montrose advanced byrajuM marches up the, 
river Tay, and ])ourcd his desultory forces into 
the romantic vale around the lake of the same 
name, which lies at the head (»f that livci. 
The inhabitants were Ccimiihells, not indeed the 
vassals of Argylc, but of the allied and kiiidied 
heuse of Glcnorclxy, which now hears the nanio 
of Broadalbane. Being taken by surprise, they 
weite totally unprepared for resistance, and weio 
compelled to be passive witnesses of the ravages 
whl& took place among iJteir lloeks and her<is. 
Advanoing in this manner to the vale of Lovh 
Doohart, and laying waste the country around 
]^im, Montrose reached the most diflbnilc ]>oint 
of his enterprise. 

To a mouorn army, even with the assistance of 
the good military road which now leads up by 
T^Srum to the head of Loch Awe, the j)asH.ige 
of these extensive wilds would seem a task of 
some difficulty. But at this jicriod, and for long 
afterwords, there was no road or nath whatso- 
ei^er; and to add to the^difficulty, the inoimtains 
were already oo vered with snow. 1 1 was a sublime 
seene to look up to them, piled in great masses, 
one upon another, the firont rank of dazxling 
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whiteness, while these v^hiyevose 
caught a roaf tint fium tp setting Of e«^eteer 
wintry snn. Ben Cruachij^, superior iuHimiijttd- 
tilde, and seeming the very citadel of the Gemus 
of the region, rose high above the others» sho^g 
his glimmering and scathed peak to the distahoe 
of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men not to 
1m* daunted by the sublime yet terrible prospect 
before them. Many of them wore of that anmeut 
race of llighhinders, who not only willingly msdS 
their eoueh in the snow, but considered it as 
ollemiiiato luxury to use a snowball force pillow. 
Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozen 
mountains ivhioli they lieheld, and they did not 
permit themselves to he dauntcul by the diffi* 
eulty of traversing them. Montrose did not 
tilliMir their spirits time to subside. He ordered 
the pipes to j»lay iu the van the ancient pibroch 
entitled ^ Jloqqil nam bo,' etc. (that is, We come 
through aiiow-drill to drive the prey); the shrill* 
iiig sounds of which had often struck the vales 
of tlie Lennox wi th terror. * Tlio troops advanced 
with tlie uiuddo alaiTity of mountaineers, and 
were soon involved in tin* dangerous pass, through 
whicli Ranald acted as llieir guide, going before 
them with a select party to track out the way* 

The power of man at no time appears more 
eonteniptihle tliau when it is [ilaced in contrast 
with scenes of natural terror and dignity. The 
victorious army of Montrose, wdiose exploits had 
stiuck terror into all Scotland, when ascending 
up this torvilic jiass seemed a contemptible 
handful of stragglers, in the act of being de- 
voured by tlie jaws of the mountain, which 
apj)eare<l ready* to close upon them. Even 
Montrose, half repented the boldness of his 
nttcmjd, as he looked down from the summit of 
the first eminence which lie attained, upon the 
seatiered eonditif)n of Ins small army. The 
dillicnlty of getting forward w'^as so great, that 
considerable gaps began to occur in the«line of 
march, and the distance between the van, 
centre, and rear, w^as eacli moment increased in 
0 degree enually iueoinmodious and dang^tous^* 
It was wutli great npjirchension that Montrose 
looked u]ion every point of advantage which the 
liill affordi'd, iu dread it might be found occupied 
by an enemy jirepared for defence ; and he often 
afterwards “was heard to express liis conviction, 
that had the jiasses of Strath RiUan been de- 
fended by two hundred resolute me*, not only 
w^oiild his ])rogress have boon effectually stopped, 
but his army must have been in danger of being 
totally cut off. Security, however, the bane of 
many a strong country and many a fo(rtress, 
betrayed, on this occasion, the distnet of Argyle 
to liis eiieiiiies. The invaders had only to con- 
tend with the natural difficulties of the path, 
and with the snow, which, fortunately, had not 
fallen in any m’cat quantity. The no 

sooner reached uie summit of the {idge oT hills 
dividing Argylcshire from the distrist of Breadal- 
liane, than they rushed down iipoirthe devoted 
vales beneatli them with a fbiy sufficiently aze 

* It is the family march of the M^FaiiwA«si a wafllke 
and predatory clan, who inhabited tee western pf 
l^h Lomond. Sea Note X to whverley, % 

Farlana's Lantern. ' ^ 







'had 'dibtateol 'a^ 
6;iBfb'^'lli|kml4 hazardotia* 
lidi^ddd his army into three bodies^ 
r^r^uoe a wider and more extensive 
Done of ■^hioh was commanded by the 
Clan Ranald, one entrusted to the 
f 6f Colkitto, and the third remained 
his own direction. He was thus enabled 
to- 1j«giie^te the country of Argyle at three 
pnints. , Resistance there was none, 
of the shepherds from the hills had 
announced in tne peopled districts this 
fonnidabl^ irruption, and wherever the clansmen 
w^ summoned out, they were killed, disarmed, 
and dispersed, by an enemy who had antici- 
pate their motions; Major Dalgctty, who had 
bBen sent forward against Inverary with the 
fevJ^ horse of the army that were tit for service, 
managed his matters so well, that he had very 
nearly surprised Argyle, as lie expressed it, inter 
pomUa ; and it was only a rapid flight by water 
which saved that chief from death or captivity. 
But the punishment which Argyle himself 
• escaped fell heavily upon liis country and clan, 
and the ravages committed by Montrose on that 
devoted land, although too (jonsistent with the 
genius of the country and times, have been re- 
peatedly and justly quoted as a blot on bis 
actions and character. 

Atgyle in the meantime had fled to Edin- 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Conven- 
tion of Estates. To meet the exigence of the 
moment, a considerable ai’iny was raised under 
General Baillie, a Presbyterian officer of skill 
and fidelity, with whom was joined in command 
the celebrated Sir John Urrio, a soldier of fortune 
like Dalgetty, who liad already changed aides 
twice during the civil war, and was destined to 
tUii Jiis coat a third time before it was ended. 
Ar^le also, burning with indignatioii, pro- 
ceeded to levy his own numerous iorccs, in order 
to avenge himself of his feudal enemy. lie 
established his headcpiarters at Dumbarton, 
where he was soon joined by a considerable 
ibree,^ consisting chielly of his own clansmen 
afid dependents. Being there joined by Baillie 
and tJrrie, with a very considerable army of 
regular forces, be prepared to marcli into Argyle- 
slure, and chastise the invader of his ])aternal 
territories. 

BWt. Montrose, while these two formidable 
an;nies weroBformiug a junction, had be<^n re- 
called from tlmt ravaged country by the approach 
of a tbifd, collected in the north under the Earl 
of Seaforth, who, after some hesitation having 
ombraceid the side of the Covenanters, had now, 

' with the assistance of the veteran garrison of 
InteniesSf formed a considerable aimy, with 
whjah. he threatened Montrose from Inverness- 
shirjp* 'lEuclosed in a wasted and unfriendly 
^aud menaced on each side by advancing 
simerioT force, it might have been 
aup||)(8^^ thaf Montrose’s destruction was cer- 
taihii ijitPtft'thlse were precisely the circumstances 
the active and enterprising genius 
of Mwuis was calculated to excite 
aamiratibn of his friends, the 
land textor of his enemies. As if 
forpes from , 
tjisylad^n ] 



Ar/^e and his Sissociiit# generals were iidorth'bd 
that the royalists, hailing suddenly disappeared 
from Argyleshire, liad retreated northwards 
among the dusky and impenetrable monutt.ihs ' 
of Lochaber. 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to.Mun- 
trose immediately coiyectured that it was; the 
)mrpose of tbeir active antagonist to fight 'wi’^i 
and, if possible, to destroy Seaforth, ere they 
could come to his assistance. Tliis occasioned 
corresponding change in their operations. LSay^ 
ing this chiel'tain to make the host defrnoe he 
could, Urrio and Baillie again separated their , 
forces from those of Argyle ; and, having ohiefly 
horse and Lowland troops under their command, 
they kept the southern side of the Grampian 
ridge, moving along eastward into the county of 
Angus, resolving froni thence to proceed into 
Aberdeenshire in order to intej-cept Montrose, 
if he should attemjit to escape in that dfrectioni 

Argyle, with his own levies and other troops,' 
undertook to follow Montrose’s march ; so that, 
in case he should come to action either with 
Seaforth, or with Baillie and Unie, he might be 
])laccd between two fires by tliis third army, 
which, at a secure distance, was to hang upon 
his rear. 

For this i)urposo Argyle once more moved 
towards Inverary, having an opportunity at 
every step to deni ore the severities which the 
hostile clans had exercised on his dependents 
and conntry. 'Whatever noble qualities the 
Highlanders possessed, and they had many, 
clemency in treating a hostile country was not 
of the number ; but even the ravages of hostile 
troops combined to swell tlie number of Argyle’s ■ 
followers. It is still a Highland proverb, He 
whose house is hiirnt must become a soldier ; 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these unfor-^' 
tunato valleys liad now no means of maintenance, 
save by cxereisiiig upon others the severities', 
they had themselves sustained, and no future 
])rospect of happiness, excejding in the gi'atifica- , . - 
tion of revenge. Ilis l>ands were, therefore; ^ 
augmented by the very circumstances Which' 
had desolated liis country, and Argyle sobh 
found himself at the head ‘of three thousand’ i 
determined men, distinguished for activity and" 
courage, and commanded by gentlemen of his 
own name, who yielded to none in those qual^ 
ities. Under himself, he conferred thb prin- 
cipal command upon Sir Duncan Campbwl of 
Ardenvohr, and another Sir Duncan CampbelL 
of Auchenbreck,* an experienced and veteratf . 
soldier, whom be had recalled from the wars; 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold spirit pf 
Ai-gyle himself, however, clogged the military 
councils of his more intrepid assistants ; and it 
was resolved, notwithstanding their increased 
force, to observe the same plan of operations, 
and to follow Montrose cautiously in whatever' 
direction ho should march, avoiding an engage- 
ment until an opportunity should occur of falling'' 
upon his rear, wliile he should be engag^ with 
another enemy in front. 


* This Iasi character is historical. 
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' •. ' : • CHAPTER XVIIR 
' ' ■* 

Piobracht an Donuil-dhu, 

Piobracht an Donuil, 

Piobracht agus s'breittach 
Feacht an Innerlochy. 

The war-tune of Ilonald the Black, 

The war-tune of Black Donald, 

The pipes and the banner 

Are up in the rendezvous of Inverlochy. 

TnE military road connecting tlio chain of 
forts, as it is called, and running in the general 
lino of the present Caledonian Oatial, lias now 
completely opened the great glen, or chasm, ex- 
tending almost across the whole island, once 
doubtless filled by the sea, and still affording 
basins for that long line of lakes, by means of 
which modern art has united the German and 
Atlantic Oceans. Q'he paths or tracks hy which 
the natives traversed this extensive valley, were, 
in 1645-6, in the same situation as ■when they 
awaked the strain of an Irish engineer officer, 
who had been employed in converting them into 
practicable military roads, and wdiose cnlogium 
begins, and, for aught I know, ends as follows : — 

Had you seen but these roads before they were made, 

You would have held up your hands and blcss'd 
General Wade. 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, ^lontrosc 
avoided them, and led his army, like a herd of 
wild deer, from mountain to mountain, and 
from forest to forest, where his enemies could 
learn nothing of his motions, while he acquired 
the most perfect knowledge respecting theirs 
from the friendly clans of Cameron and McDon- 
nell, whose mountainous districts lie now tra- 
versed. Strict orders had been given that 
Argylc’s advance should he watched, and tliat 
all intelligence respecting his motions should he 
communicated instantly to the general himself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, worn 
out by the fatigues of the day, was laid down to 
sleep in a miserable shieling. He had only 
slumbered two hours, when some one touched 
his shoulder. He looked up, and, hy the 
stately form and deej) vcuce, easily recognised 
the chief of the Camerons. 

‘ I have news for you,* said that leader, * which 
is worth while to arise and listen to.’ 

* Mcildny * can bring no other,’ said Montro.se, 
addressing the chief by his ])atronymic title — 
c arc they good or had \ ’ 

‘As you may take them,’ said the chieftain. 

‘ Are they certain ? ’ demanded Montrose. 

. ‘Yes,’ answered M‘Ilduy, ‘or another mes- 
wnget should have brought them. Know tlial, 
tirm with the task imposed upon me of accom- 
JMmrag that unhaj)])y Daigctty and his handful 
6f ahorse, who detained me for hours on the 
at the pace of a crippled badger, 1 made 
a stretch of four miles with six of my people in 
the, direction of Inverloch\% and there met with 
'Jan of <Ilenroy, who had been out for intclli- 
goace. -Argyle is moving upon Inverlochy witli 
tbroo th:Cru8and chosen men, commanded by the 
the sons of Diarmid. ---These are my 
Jit. : 


Mhicfa-Coniiel Dhu, — the descendant^of Black BonaUU 


news— they are dettaiil'* 
their purport.* 

‘Their purport must ^he good,'^ h^iVored 
Montrose, readily and cheerfully; *thowo0:!of 
MTlduy is ever pleasant in the ears of 
and most pleasant when it speaks of ^me 
enterprise at hand. — ^What are our musters ' 

He then called for light, and easily ascertained 
that a great part of his followers having, as psual, 
dispersed to secure their booty, he had not with 
him above twelve or fourteen hundred mei)« , 

‘Not much above a third,* said Montrose, 
])ausing, ‘of Argyle’s force, and Highlanders 
opjmsed to Highlanders. — With the blessing Of 
God upon the royal cause, I would not hesitate 
were the odds but one to two.’ • 

‘Then do not hesitate,’ said Cameron; *fbr 
when your truin]>cts shall sound to attack 
M'Callum More, not a man of these glens will 
remain deaf to the summons. Glengarry — 
Keppoch—I myself— would destroy with fire 
and sword the wretch who should remain be- 
hind under any pretence whatsoever. To- 
morrow, or the next day, shall be a day of‘ 
battle to all who hear the name of M ‘Donnell or 
Cameron, whatever be the event.’ 

‘ It is gallantly said, my noble friend,’ said > 
kloiitrosc, grasping his hand, ‘ and I were worse 
than a coward did I not do justice to such 
followers, hy entertaining the most indubitable 
hopes of success. We will turn back on this 
M‘Callum More, who follows us like a raven to 
devour the relics of our atiny, should wamcet 
braver men who may be able to break its 
strength ! Let the chiefs and leaders be called 
together as quitkly as possiljle ; and you, who 
have brought us the first news of this joyful 
event, — for such it sliall be, — you, M‘Ilauy, 
shall bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us 
the be.st and nearest road against our enemy.’ 

‘That will I Avillingly do,’ said M‘Ilduy ; ‘if 
I have shown you paths by which tfiu retreat 
through these dusky v'ilds, with far more readi- 
ness wdll I teach you liow to advance against 
your foe.’ » ^ 

A general bustle now prevailed, andf the 
leaders were everywhere startled from the rude 
couches on which Ihey had sought temporary 
rqiose. 

‘ I never thought,' said Major Dalgetty, when 
.summoned ii]> from a handful of rugged leather 
roots, ‘ to have parted i’roni a bed cjs hwd as^ a 
stahle-brooin with such bad will ; but, indubit- 
a))ly, having hut one man of military experience 
in his army, his Excellency the marquis may be 
vindicated in putting him upon hard duty.* 

So saying, he repaired to the council, yrlierc, 
notwithstanding his pedauti’y, Montrose seepietl 
always to listen to him with considerable atten- 
tion ; partly because the major really . powessecl 
military knowledge and experience, &nd Often 
niade suggestions which were found of advau^tage, 
and i)artly because it relieved tb& geoeral'from 
the necessity of deferring entirely to the optnioii 
of the Highland chiefs, anti gave him 
ground for disputing it when it Was, hot 
able to liis own. On the present ooci^Oij^wl- 
getty joyfully acquiesced in/tlie of 

I marchbg back and eonfitmtjng::Aw 
i he Hsbniparcd to the valiant the 


moved against the Duke of 
tttkd eMclied his troops by the plunder 
country, although menaced A?om 
tfi<i,|ii6Award by thelarge army which Wallen- 
assembled in Bohemia. 

* TtttS chiefs of Glengarry, Keppoch, and Locliiel, 
whose clans, emral in courage and military fame 
to any in the Highlands, lay w ithin the neigh- 
^Oil’hQOd of the scene of action, despatched the 
' ie^y cross through their vassals, to summon 
every one who could bear arms to meet the 
king's lieutenant, and to join the standards of 
the£ respective chiefs as tliey marched towards 
I’nv^rloohy. As the order was emphatically I 
given, it was speedily and willingly oheyed. 
Their natural love of war, their zeal for the 
royal cause, — for they view'ed the king in the 
light of a chief whom nis clansmen had deserted, 
— as well as their i]n]dicit obedience to their ow'ii 
patriarch, drew in to Montrose’s army not (»iily 
all in the neighhonrhood wlio ■were able to bear 
arms, but some who, in ago at least, might have 
been esteemed past the use of them. During 
k the next day’s march, which, being direotetl 
straight through the mountains of Loehaber, 
was unsuspected by the enemy, bis forces were 
augmented by handfuls of men issuing from each 
glen, and ranging themselves under the banners 
of their respective chiefs. This was a circiim- 
stanco highly inspiidting to the rest of the army, 
who, by the time tliey a])])roaclied the enemy, 
found their strength increased considerably more 
than,^ne-fourth, as had been prophesied by the 
valiant leader of the Camerons. 

While Montrose executed this counter-march, 
Argyle had, at the head of gallant army, 
advanced up the southern side of Loch Kil, and 
reached the river Loehy, which combines that 
lake with Loch Lochy. The ancient castle of 
Inverloohy, once, as it is said, a royal fortress, 
and still, although dismantled, a place of some 
strength and consideration, offered convenient 
head-quarters, and there was ample room for 
Artie’s anny to encamp around him in the 
valley where the Loehy joins Loch Kil. Several 
barges had attended, loaded with }}rovisioiis, so 
that they w’ere in every respect as w^ell accom- 
modated as such c'lii army wished or expected to 
be. Argyle, in council with Aunhcnbrcck and 
Ardenvohr, expi'esscd his full coniidence that 
Montrose was now on the brink of destructitm ; 
that his trpops must gradually dimiiiisli a^ lie 
moved eastward through such uncouth |)atljs ; 
that if he wont westward, lie must encounter 
Urrie and Baillie ; if northward, fall into the 
hands of Seaforth ; or should he choose any 
halting • place, ho would expose himself to be 
attacked oy three armies at once. 

* I cannot rejoice in the prospect, iny lord,’ 
said.Auchenbreok, *that James Graham will be 
crushed with little assistance of ours. He has 
left a heavy ^count in Argyloshire against him, 
and I long tAeckon with him drop of blood for 
drop ofbloodl I love not the payments of such 
(^ebtSfhy-ilJiird liandst' 

too scrupulous,’ said Argyle ; ^ what 
signii^ lt by whose hands the blood of the 
GtaMw It is time that of the sons 

of ehould ceasato flow.— What say yon, 

Ardeirywr- ' . 


♦ I say, my lord,' replied Sir Duncan, * that I 
tliink Auehehbreck wiK be gratified, and will 
himself have a personal opportunity of settling 
accounts, with Montrose for his depredations. 
Reports have reached our outposts that the 
Camerons are assembling tlieir full strength on 
the skirts of Ben Nevis ; this must be to join 
the advance of Montrose, and not to cover his 
retreat.' 

‘ It must he Komo scheme of harassing and 
depredation,’ said Argyle, ‘devised by the in- 
veterate malignity of M'llduy, which he terms 
loyalty. They can inl-eiul no more than an 
attack on our out]»ost.s, or some annoyance on 
to-moiTow’s march.’ 

‘ I have sent out scouts,’ said Sir Duncan, *in 
every direction to procure iiitolligence ; and we 
must soon hear Whether they really do assemble 
any force, upon what point, or with what 
purpose. ’ 

It was late ere uUy tidings wTre received ; but 
Avhen the moon had ansen, a considerable bustle 
in the camp, and a noise immediately after 
lieard in tJie castle, announced the arrival of 
imiiortant intelligcinje. Of the scouts first dis- 
])erscd by Arden volir, some bad returned without 
being able to collect anytliing, save uncertain 
rumours concerning movements in the country 
ol‘ the Camerons. It seemed as if the skirts of 
Ben Nevis \vere sending forth those unaccount- 
able and portentous sounds with which they 
souietim(',s announce the near approach of a 
storm. Others, whoso zeal carried them farthei’ 
upon their mission, were entraiipcd and slain, or 
made jaisoiiers, by the inJiabitauts of the fast- 
nesses into which they ciideavourcjd to penetrate. 
At length, on the rapid advance of Montrose's 
army, his advanced guard and the outposts of 
Argyle became aware of each other’s presence, 
and, after exchanging a few musket-shots and 
arrows, fell back to their respective main bodies, 
to convey Intel ligtuicc and receive orders, 

Sir Duncan Canijibell and Anchenbreck in- 
stantly threw themselves on horseback, in order 
to visit the state of the outposts; and Ai'gyle 
niainbiincd his character of commander-in-ohief 
with reputatit)!!, by making a resi)cctable arrange- 
nieiit of liis forces in the ;^aiii, as it was evident 
that they might now expect a night alarm, or on 
attack in the morning at farthest. Montrose 
had kept his forces so cautiously within the 
defiles of the mountain, that no effort which 
Auchenbreck or Ardenvohr thought it prudent 
to attcm])t, could ascertain his probable strength. 
They were aAvare, however, that, at the utmost 
computation, it must bo inferior to their own, 
and they returned to Argyle to inform him of 
the amount of their observations ; but that 
nobleman refused to believe that Montrose could 
be in presence himself. He said, ‘ It was a mad- 
ness, of which even James Graham, in his height 
of presumptuous frenzy, was incapable ; and he 
doubted not that tlieir march was only impeded 
hy their ancient enemies, Glenco, Keppoch, and 
Crlengany ; and perhaps M‘Vourigh, with his. 
M'PheEsons, might have assembled a force, which 
he knew must be gi-eatly inferior in nimibers to 
his own, and whom, therefore, he doubted not 
to dispeino by force or by terms of capitula^ 




le"s foUowew wm 
ce for t&e disasters which 
r.. ^r-4 so lately undergone ; and the night 

h^d^riu anxious hopes that the morning might 
hjioti their vengeance. The out 2 »osfcs of 
f^rmy ke^it a ciU’efiil A\'atoh, and the soldiers 
of Argyle slept in the order of battle which they 
werfe next day to occiii)y. 

,A pale dawn had scarce begun to tinge the 
tops of these immense mountains, when the 
leaders of both armies ]irc pared for the business 
of the day. It was the second of February, 
16il)~6, The clansmen of Argyle were arranged 
in two lines, not far from the angle between the 
river and the lake, and made an ap])earance 
equally resolute and formidable. Au(*honbrcck 
would willingly have commenced the battle by 
an attack on the outposts of the enemy, hut 
Argyle, with more cautious policy, iirefcrred 
receiving to making tlio onset. Signals were 
soon heard that they would not long wait for it 
in vain. Tho Campbells could distinguish, in 
ihe gorge of the mountains, the war-tuncs of 
various clans as they advanced to tho onset. 
That of the Camerons, wliicli hears the ominous 
words, addressed to the wolves and ravens, 
*Come to me, and I will give you flesh,’ was 
loudly re-echoed from their native glens. In 
the language of the Highland bards, the W'ar 
voice of Gleugarjy was not silent ; and th(‘. 
gathering tunes of other tribes could bo plainly 
distinguished as they successively came to 
the extremity of tho passes from wdii(5h they 
were to descend into the plain. 

* You see,’ said Arg 3 de to his kinsman, *it is 
as I said, we have only to deal w'ith our neigh- 
bom’s ; James Graham has not ventured to show 
US his banner.’ 

At this moment there resounded from tho 
gorge of the j)ass a lively flourish of trumpets, in 
tliat note with wdiich it was tlie ancient Scottish 
fashion to salute the royal standard. 

‘You may hear, my lord, from yonder sigua],’ 
said Sir Duncan Cani[)];elJ, ‘that he wdjo pretends 
to be the king's lieutenant must be in 2 >erson 
among these men.’ 

‘And has jwobably horse with liini,’ said 
Auchenhrcck, ‘which I could not have antici- 
mted. But shall wc look i)ale for that, ni}^ 
lord, when we have foes to light and wrongs to 
revenge ? ’ 

Ar^lo was silent, and looked upon his arm, 
wMch hung in a sash, owing to a fall which he 
ltdid sustained in the j)rccediug inarch. 

, *,It is true,’ in tempted Arden volir eagerly, 

* my lord of Argyle, you are disabled from using 
either sword or pistol ; you must retire on l)oaru 
tlie Rileys —your life is precious to us as a 
Iwi^-^your hand cannot bo useful to us as a 

'Y* lib/ , said Argyle, jn’ide contending with 
it^^l^tion, ‘it shall never bo said that I fled 
b^i^.Hontrose ; if 1 cannot fight, 1 will at least 
die-ip^ midst of my children.’ ” 

':^y<S§al oth^ principal chiefs of the Campbells, 
voice, conjured and obiesUid their 
td' loave them for that day to the leaii- 
inA?#! ^il*^tivohr and Auchenbreck, and to 
bon w tlie conflict from Jlistancdf and in 
noi stij^iliz^ 

As ' ’ ' 
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I much composure and dl^ty in the 
closing scene, that his oonaiwt upon thfj 
and similar occasions should be rather ,iii_ 
to indecision than to want of courage.' jElutls 
the small, still voice within a man’s own h 
which tells him that his life is of co]iseqtienw^(,^ 
himself, is seconded by that of numbers arptind, 
Jiiin, w’ho assure him that it is of equal a<f^* 
tage to the public, history affords many examples^ 
of men more habitually daring than Argyle, who 
h.avc considtcd self-preservation v^hen thatoiQptai' 
tions to it w'cre so ])owerfully increased. 

‘ See him on board if you w’Ul, Sir Duncan/ 
said Auobenbreck to hi.s kinsman; ‘it must 
my duty to prevent this s[»irit from spreading 
further among ns.’ 

So saying, be threw himself among the ranks, 
entreating, commanding, and conjuring .the 
soldiers to rcnieinber tlieir ancient fame and • 
their present superiority ; the wrongs they had 
to revenge, if successful, and the fate they hi^ 
to dread, if vanquished ; and imparting to every 
l)o.som a i)ortion of tho tire wJiich glowed in hia 
own. Slow!}', meanwhile, and apparently with 
reluctance, Ar^lo suiibrccl himself to bo forced 
by his ollicious kinsman to the verge of the lake, 
and was transported on hoard of a galley, from 
the deck of v liicli he surveyed with more safety 
than credit the scone which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Canq)bell of Ardenvohr, notwdth* 
standing the urgency of tlie occasion, stoodpdtb ' 
his eyes riveted on the boat wdiicli bore his 
hieftaiii trom the field of battle. There wefc 
feelings in his bosom whicli could not be ox- 
jrt’cssod ; for the character of a chief was that of 
a father, and tlio heart of a clansman durst not 
d\Nell upon his failings with critical severity as 
iq>ou those of other men. Argyle, too, harsh 
and severe to others, was generous and liberal 
among his kinsmen, and the noble haart of. 
Ardenvohr was wrung with bitter anguish when 
lie reflected to what interpretation his present 
conduct might subject him. • 

‘It is better it shouUl be so,’ said he to him- 
self, devouring his own emotion ; * but-^ — of 
liis lino of a lunidred sires, I know' not one who 
would have retired while the banner of Diarxpid 
waved in the wind, in tlie face of its most 
inveterate foes ! ’ 

A loud shout now compelled him to turn, and 
to hasten with all de.s]>atch to his post, whioli 
was on the right flank of Argylo's little army» ■ 
Tho retreat of Argyle had not passed unobserved 
j his w'atehful enemy, who, occupying the 
Hux»erior ground, could mark every citcumstiino^ 
which passed below. The movement of three or 
four horsemen to tlie roar showed that those who 
retreated were men of rank. 

* They are going,’ said Dal^tty, * to pui, 
horses out of danger, like pnid^t “cpywiers. 
Yonder goes Sir Duncan Campbftl, rising ^ 
browm bay gelding, whio]|^ I hadr ma^tieq" for 
my own second charger.’ ^ , 

‘You are wrong, major,’ said ; 
a bitter smile, ‘they are ' 

chief,— Give, the idignal for 
send the word through , 

noble chiefs, Glengarry,' > 



AjLMUMtm 


instantly t—Ride to M'llduy, Majot 
tJwtottyi ^4 tell ^om to charge as lie loves 
ti^^abar — ^return ani bring our handful of horse 
to my standard. TlAy shall bo placed with the 
Jrisjji as a reserve.’ 


CIIArTER XIX. 

As meets a rock a thousand waves, so Inisfail met T^hhn. 

Ossf A N. 

The tmmpets and ba^ipes, those clamoroiiH 
harbingers of blood and d«*aili, at once united in 
the signal for onset, which was lepiied to by the 
cry of more tlian two thousand warrioia, and 
the echoes (»f the mount aiu gleus beliiiid them. 
Divided into tliiee bodies or eoluiiiiis, tlie High- 
land followers of TVlontrose ])oiired fioni the 
defiles which had hitliei to eoiieealed tlieui froin 
their enemies, and rushed ^\ifh tin* utmost 
determination upon the (Jaiiipbells, who waited 
their charge with the greatest tirniness. Hehind 
these charging eolinnns niai'ched in line the 
Irish, under Colkitto, intended to foiin the 
reserve. With them ivas the 1 03^01 standard, 
and Montrose Ininself; and on the flanks weie 
about fifty lioise, under Dalgotty, wdiicb by 
wonderful exertions bad been ke]it in some soit 
fit for service. 

The right column of Royalists was led by 
Glengany, the left by Loehiol, and the centre 
by the Earl of Menleitli, who prefened tigliting 
on foot in a Iliglilaiid dress to remaining with 
the cavalry, ^ 

The Highlanders poured on with the ])roveibial 
fury of their country, filing their guns, and dis- 
charging their arrows, at a little distane<‘ from 
the enemy, who received the assault with the 
most deteiTuincd gallantry. Better j)rovided 
with jniisketry than their enemies, stationaiy 
also, and therefore taking the more doeisive aim, 
the fire of Argylc’s follow'd s was more destruct- 
*ivo tihan that wdiich tliey sustained. Tlio Ro3'al 
clans, perceiving Ihis, ruslie<l to close quarters, 
and succeeded on two points in tliroAving tlieir 
enemies into disorder. AVitb regular troops 
this must* have achieved a victory; but beie 
Highlanders wore ojiposod to Highlanders, and 
the nature of tlie w'oapons, as w'cll as the agility 
of those vy;io wielded them, w'as equal m both 
sides. ^ 

TJieir strife was accordingly desperate ; and 
the clash of the swords ami axes, as they' en- 
countered each otlier, or rung upon the targets, 
w^as mingled with the short, wild, animating 
shrifilm with which Highlanders accompany the 
battle, the dance, or indeed violent exertion of 
any kind. Many of the foes oj)})o.scd were per- 
sonally acquainted, and sought to match them- 
selves with each other from motives of hatred, 
or a more geierous emulation of valour. N either 
party would retreat an inch, while the place of 
thOife who fell (and they fell fast on both sides) 
Vaa eagerly supplied by others, who thronged to 
the front of danger. A steam, like that which 
ariseill from a seething cauldron, rose into the 
thim eq]d» frosty air, and hoverod above the 
comnSilniiinii^ t 

So liitbOl the fight 09 the right «nd the centre, 


with no immediate cogsequence, except mutnal 
wounds and death. 

On tho right of the Campbells, the Knight of 
Ardonvohr obtained some advantage, through 
Ids military skill and by strength of numbcie. 
He liad moved forward obliquely the extreme 
fiank of bis line at the instant the Rovalists 
were about to close, so that they sustaiuea>a fire 
at oni'c on front and in Hunk, and, despite the 
utmost ellorts of tlieir leader, were thrown into 
some conlusifm. At this instant. Sir Duncau 
Camjibell gave the word to charge, and thus un- 
exiieetedly made the attack at the very moment 
lie seemed about to receive it. ‘Such a change of 
eii<*umstanccs is always discouraging, and often 
f.ital. But tlic disorder was remedied by the 
advtince of tlie Irish reserve, whose lieavy and 
siisiaiued iiie eoriipelled the Knight of Ardeuvohr 
to lor(‘go his advantage, and eon tent himself with 
1 ejndsing the enemy. Tin* Marquis of Montrose, 
in the meamvliilc, availing Idnisolf of some scat- 
tered birch-tiees as w'ell as of the smoke ]>roduced 
by the close tiro ol the Tiisli musketry, which 
eoiieealed the ojieratioii, called iijion Dalgeity to 
follow him with th(‘ horse, and, wheeling round 
so as to gain the right flank ami even the rear of 
the enemy, he eoinniaiidcd liLs six tnimpets to 
sound the chaige. The clang of the cavaliy 
himipets, and tlie noise of the gallojiing of the 
horse, predueed an a fleet upon Argylo's right 
wing wliieli no other souiufs could have im- 
jiressed them with. The mountaineers of that 
jieriod had a sujiei slit ions diead of the W'or- 
Jiorse, like that euleitaiiied by the Peiuvians, 
and hud many strange ideas rcs]>ectiiig the 
maimer in wliitli that animal w'as trained to 
eomhat. Wien, thereloie, .they found their 
laiiks unexpectedly biokeii, and that the objects 
of tbeir gi(*a.test terror w'eve suddenly in the 
midst of them, tlie jiaiiie, in sjiitc of Sir Dun- 
can’s atfcmiits to sto]) it, heeame universal. 
Indeed, tlic lignre of Major Dalgetty alone, 
sheathed ill inipenotralile armour, and making 
his horse caiaeole and bound so as to give 
weight to every Mow wliieb be slj’uek, would 
have been a novelty in itself siillieient to teri’ily 
(hose v\bo had never seen anylbing more nearly 
lesembling such a cavalier, lliau a slicUy Waa- 
dbiig under a Highlander lar bigger than itself, 
Tlie lejmlsed Royalists rotinned to the charge; 
the Irisli, keejiing their ranks, maintained a fire 
equally close and destructive. There was no 
sustaining the light longer. Argyle’s followers 
liegan to break and fly, most towards the lake, 
the remainder in diflerent directions. The de- 
feat of the right wing, of itself decisive, was 
rendered irreparable by the death of Aucheii- 
l»reek, who fell while endeavouring to restore 
order. 

The Knight of Aidenvohr, with two or three 
liuudrcd men, all gentlemen of descent and dis- 
tinguished gallantry, —for the Campbells are , 
supposed to liave had more gentlemen in their 
ranks than any of the Highland clans, — en- 
deavoured with unavailing heroism to cover 
the tumultuary retreat of the common file. 
Their resolution .only proved fatal to themselves* 
as they were charged again and again by fresh 
I adversaries, and forced to separate from each 
I other* until at length their aim seemed only to 
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be to ;^ttt‘cliaso an hoiioi^rablc death by resisting 
to the very last. 

‘Good quarter, Sir Duncan,’ called out Major 
Dalgetty, when he discovered Jiis late host, with 
one or two others, defending liiras('lf against 
several Highlaiiflers ; and, to enforce his offer, 
he rode up to him wiih liis sAvord ui)lifted. Sir 
Duncan’s reply was tlie discharge a reserved 
pistol, which took clfcct not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, Avhich, 
shot through the heart, fell dead under him. 
Ranald MaeEagh, ayIio was one of tliosc who had 
been pressing Sir Duncan liard, took the oiq>or- 
tunity to cut him down Avith his hroadsAvonl, as 
lie turned from him in the ai-t (»f tiring llie pistol. 

Allan M'Anlay came up at t his nioniciit . Tlicy 
were, excepting Ranald, folloAAvrs of his hr^dh'M 
who Avoro engaged on that pait of the ih‘ld. 

* Villains ! ’ he said, ' Avhich ot yon has dared to 
do this, when it Avas my posit ixe order that the 
Knight of ArdeiiA'ohr should be taken aliA^o ** 

Half-a-dozen of busy hands, AAhieh AAcre 
omulously emjiloyed in jdundering the fallen 
knight, wliose arms rind accoutrennmts A\erc of 
a magnificence befitting his <]uality, instantly 
forbore the occui>ation, and Inlf the number ol 
voices cxeulpaled themselves, by laying the 
blame on the Skyeiiian, as tlioy called Kanald 
MacEagh. 

*Dog of an IshiiuhT * ’ said Allan, forgetting 
in his wrath their jiroph el ie hrotlieiliood, ‘iolloAV 
the chase, and harm him no tuilln'r, unless you 
mean to die by m3' hand.’ TheyAAcro at this 
moment left almost alone ; for Allan’s threats 
had forced his oavii clan from the spot, and all 
around had ])ressed ouAAMrds toAvaids the lake, 
carrying before them noise, tenor, and con- 
fusion, and leaving behind only the dead and 
dying. The moment v\ as tempting 1 o M.jeEagh’s 
vengeful spirit. —‘That I should die by 30111* 
hand, red as it is Avith the blood of 1113' kindred,’ 
sai<l ho, ansAA'(‘ring the tlirrat of Allan in a tone 
as menacing as Ins oA\n, is not more like I3' than 
that you should fall l>y nunc.’ WitJi that, lie 
Btniek at M‘Aulay amHi such nnex]>ccted icadi- 
nesH, that he had scarce tunc to intercept the 
bloAv with his target. 

‘Villain •’ said Allan, in rastonislnncnt, ‘A^lial 
means this''* 

‘I am Ranald <}f the M>d!’ ansAvered tlie 
Islesman, repeating the Id )\\ ; and A\ith that 
AA'ord, they engaged m an<l fuiions eontlict. 
It seemed to be decreed, ihat in Allan M‘Auhiy 
had arisen the aveiigei ot his inothei’s wrongs 
upon this wild tiihc, as \Aas pioved l)y the Lssne 
of the present, as A\ell as of forincr (oinhats. 
After exchanging a lew blows, Ranald Ma*Kagh 
was prostrated by a de» p wound on the skull ; 
and M‘Aulay, seltiiig ids loot on lam, AAa-» about 
to pass the broadsAvurd through lik. liody, aaIumi 
the point of the AATa])on A\as struck up by a {hinl 
party, who suddenly in tei posed. This amis no 
other than Major Dalgetty, wdio, stunned by the 
fall, and encunibered by the dead body of his 
horse, had now rocovorod Ids legs and his under- 
standing. ‘Hold up your sword,’ said he to 
M‘Aulay, ‘and prejudice this person no furtlier, 
in resp^t that he is here in my safe-conduct, 
and in his Excellency’s service ; and in regard 
that no honourable cavalier is at liberty, by the 
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law martial, to avenge his own priva^ 
fiagranU hello^ rndto 

‘ Fool ! ’ said Allan, ‘ mnd aside, and dare 
not to come between the tjgcr and his prey I' 

Bui, far from quitting his point, Dalgetty 
sto])ped across the fallen bodj^ of MacEagh, and 
gave Allan to understand fliat, if he called him- 
sell' a tiger, lie Avas likely, at })reseiit, to find a 
lion in bis jiath. Tliere reijuired no more than 
the gesture and tone of defiance to turn the 
Avholc rage of the military seor against the 
jioison Avho Avas o]>posing tiio course of his 
vengeaiKH*, and blows Avere instantly exchanged 
AAitliout further ceremony. 

The strife hetw'ixt Allan ain^ MacEagh had 
been nniiotiecd by tlie stragglers around, foi* 
lln‘ person of the latter was known to few of 
Montrose’s folloAACis ; hut the scuffle betwixt 
Dalgetty and him, both so Avell knoAAm, at- 
tracted instant attention ; and fortunately, 
among othcis, that of Montrose himself, who 
had come loi the purpose of gathering together 
his small boiU' of horse, and tblloAA’iiig the pur- , 
suit down Loch Eli. AAA'arc of the fatal cou- 
MeqiicncHs of tlisscnsiori in his little army, he 
]mshed his horse u[> to tin' spot, and, seeing 
MacEagh on the ground, and Dalgetty in the 
attitude ot ]>u»tccting him against M‘Aulay, liis 
quick apprehension instantly caught the cause 
of quarrel, and as inslautl3' devised moans to 
sto]> it. ‘For shame,’ he said, ‘gentlemen 
caAaliers, biawling together in so glorious a 
liebl of Aictoiy’ Aic you mail? Or are 3'’ou 
intoxicated A\ith the glory AA'hich you have both 
this da3' gained /’ 

• It is not ni3'‘'lault, so])lcasc your Excellency,’ 
said Dalgetiy. ‘I have been kiioAvn a honm 
sin’ufn^ II hun cftmaradoj in all the services of 
Eniopc; but he that touches a man under my 
sateguard’ 

‘And he,’ said Allan, speaking at tl^e same 
time, ‘aaIio dares to bai the course of my just 
Acngcaiici ’ 

‘For shame, gentlemen !’ again repeated «Mon* 
trosc; ‘I li.ive other biisiness for 3'ou both, — 
InisincsH of dee]M'i’ inqiortaiicc than any private 
tjuaircl, AA'hich younuiy easily find a more fitting 
time to s(‘ttlc. For you, Major Dalgetty, knem 
doAAll.’ 

‘ Kneel !’ said Dalgetty ; ‘I have not learned 
to obey that word of cominaiid, sa’^ig when it 
i-. given from lh(‘ pulpit. Jn the ^redisli dis- 
cipline, llic 1 1 out rank do indeed kneel, but only 
Avlimi the regiment is diaAvu up six file deep.' 

‘ NcA'ci-theJcss,’ rejieated Montrose, — ‘ Itneel 
doAvj], in the name of King Charles and of liis 
11 pichcntative.' 

When Dalgetty reluctantly obeyed, Montrose 
stiuck him lightly on the neck with the flat of 
liis sword, saying, — ‘In reward of the gallant 
SCI vice of this day, and in the name and author- 
ity of our soA'creign, King OliarlcA I dub thee 
knight; he brave, loyal, and lorfLinate. And 
uoAv, Sir Dugald Dalgetty, to your duty. Collect 
what liorscmeii you can, au(I puraue suoh of thb 
enemy ns are flying doAvn tifie side of tlie laae. 
Do not disperse your force, nor venture too far ; 
hut take heed to prevent their rallyinfif, which 
ywy littlo exertion may do. Mount, them Sir 
Dugald, and do your duty,* 



A MOmMpSE 71 


, V' 4^altl niount ? ' said the new*xnade 

^ ‘ ^ ]K>or :Giistavas sleeps in the bed of 
ho:iAb|iri like his immortal namesake 1 ^ahd I am 
i^ei^ 'ilktiight^ a mer/ as the High Dutch 
htaVe it, - just when I f ave not a horse left to ride 

, ^'That shall not be said,’ answered Montrose, 
dismoi^intiug ; ‘ I rr-ike you a present of my own, 
yrhio^h has oeen thought a good one ; only, 1 
pra^;you, resume the duty you discharge so 

A^ith many acknowledgments. Sir Dugald 
mounted the steed so liberally bestowed u])on 
him ; and only beseeching his Excellency to 
remember that MacEagh was under his safe- 
conduct, immediately began to execute the 
orders assigned to liira, with gi*c*at zeal and 
alacrity. 

*And you, Allan M*Aulay,’ said Montrose, 
addressing the Highlander, who, leaning his 
sword-point on the ground, had regarded tlie 
ceremony of his antagonist’s knighthood with a 
sneer of sullen scjorn, — ‘you, who arc superior 
to the ordinary men led by the paltry motives 
of plunder, and pay, and personal distinction, — 
you, whose deep knowledge renders you so 
valiiabre a counsellor, — is it y<M whom I find 
striving with a man like Dalgett}^, for the 
privilege of trampling the remains of life out 
of so contemptible an enemy as lies there ? 
Come, my friend, I have other work for you. 
This victory, skilfully improved, shall win Sea- 
forth to our party. It is not disloyalty, but 
despair of the good cause, that has induced him 
to take arms against us. These arms, in this 
moment of better augury, he, may be brought 
to unite with ours. I shall send my gallant 
friend Colonel Hay to him from this very field 
of battle ; but he must be united in commission 
with a Highland gentleman of lunk, befitting 
that of Seaforth, and of talents and of influence 
such as may make an i mj >rcssion u})oii him . Y ou 
are not only in every respect the fittest for this 
most important mission, but, having no im- 
" mediate command, your presence may be more 
easily spared than that of a chief whoso follow- 
ing^ Is in the field. You know every pass and 
glen in the Highlands, as well as the manners 
and customs of every triho. Go therefore to 
Hay, on the right wing ; ho has instructions, 
and expects you. You will find him with Olcii- 
morrison’# men ; he his guide, his interpreter, 
and his colleague.’ 

Allan M'Aulay bent on the marquis a dark 
and penetrating glance, as if to ascertain whether 
this sudden mission w'as not conferred for some 
latent and unexplained purpose. But Monti'osc, 
skilful in searching tlie motives of others, was 
an equal adept in conecaling his own. He con- 
sidered it as of the last consequence, in this 
m.dhient of enthusiasm and exalted passion, to 
Allan from the camp for a few days, that 
he iiiiight jJovide, as his honour required, for the 
of tlmse who had acted as his guides, w^hen 
^h^ tftstJBd the seer’s quarrel wdth Dalgetty might 
made up. Allan, at parting, only re- 

eokmiimded to the marquis the care or Sir 

,, 

fib] in Xatini, the originid meaning of the 

to Eques, is a horses 

•uafflk ' ' ' ' 


Duiioaii Campbell^ whom Montrose instantly 
directed to be conveyed to a place of safety* 
He took, the same precaution for MacEagh, com- 
mitting the latter, however, to a parly of the 
Irish, with directions that he should be taken 
care of, but that no Highlander, of any clan, 
should liavG access to him. 

The marquis then mounted a led Hotc, whiqh 
was held by one of his attendants, and rode bn 
to view the scene of his victory, which more 
decisive than even liis ardent hopes hod an- 
ticipated. Of Argyle’s gallant army of three 
thousand men, fully one-half fell in the battle, 
or in the flight. They had been chiefly dri'^n 
back upon tfiat part of the plain where the ri^er 
forms an angle wdth tlic lake, so that there was 
no free opening cither for retreat or escape. 
Several hundreds w'cre forced into the lake and 
drowmed. Of the survivors, about one -half 
escaped by swimming the river, or by an early 
flight along the* left bank of the lake. The re- 
mainder threw themselves into the old castle of 
Iiiverlochy ; but, being without either provisions 
or hopes of relief, they were obliged to surrender, 
on condition of being snffei’ed to return to their 
homes in peace. Anns, ammunition, standards, 
and baggage, all became the prey of the con- 
querors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever befell 
the race of Diarmid, as the Campbells w^re called 
in the Highlands ; it being generally remarked 
tliat they were as fortunate in the issue of their 
undertakings, as they w ere sagacious in planning, 
and courageous in executing them. Of the num- 
ber slain, nearly flvehundred W'ere Duinlib-wassels, 
or gentlemen claiming do«cent fi'om known ami 
respected houses. And, in the opinion of many 
of the clan, even this heavy loss w^as exceeded by 
the disgrace arising from the inglorious conduct 
of their chief, w hose galley w'eighed anchor when 
the day was lost, and sailed down the lake. with 
all the speed to wdiicli sails and oars could 
impel Inn*. 


CHAPTER XX, 

Faintly bray’d the battle's roar 
TJisiant dovin the hollow wind; 

Panting terror fled before, 

Wounds and death were left behind. 

PENROSE. 

Montrose’s splendid success over his powerful 
rival was not attained without some loss, though 
not amounting to the tenth of what he inflicted. 
The obstinate valour of the Campbells cost the ’ 
lives of many brave men of the opposite party ; 
and more were wounded, the chief of w'hom was 
the bravo young Earl of Menteith, who had 
commanded the centre. He was but slightly 
touched, however, and made rather a graceful 
than a terrible appearance when he presefitecl 
to his general the standard of Argyle, which ho 
had taken from the standard-bearer with his 
own hand, and slain him in single combat. 
Montrose dearly loved his noble kinsman, in 
whom there was conspicuous a flash of the gene- 
rous, romantic, disintei^sted chivalry pf the old 
heroic tsm^,' entirely different from th^ sordid, 
calculating, , and a^lflsh character, which the 
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niejrceuary trck) 2>8 liad 
pirte of Eurbp^ iind of 
"Ifeg^eraoy ' Scotland^ Vhich furnished 
. fortune for the service of almost every 

^ad been contaminated with a more than 
ihlihiil'^are. Montrose, whose native sijirit was 
although experience liad taught him 
now to ami himself of the motives of others, 
^sed to Menteith neither the language of i)raise 
nor of promise, but clasi>cd him to his bosom, as 
he exclaimed, ‘ My gallant kinsman ! * And by 
this burst of heartfelt applause was Meiiteitn 
thrilled with a wanner glow of delight, than if 
his praises had been recorded in a report of the 
aotion sent directly to tlie throne (d‘ Ids sovereign, 

/JTothing,’ he said, *my lord, now seems to 
remain in which I can render any assistance ; 
permit me to look after a duty oi liumaiiiTy— 
the Knight of Ardenvohr, as I am iold, is our 
,, prisoner, and severely wounded.’ 

. /And well he deserves to be so,’ said Sir 
l!^0gald Dalgetty, who came uj) to them at that 
moment, with a jirodigious addition of acquired 
importance, * since he shot my good horse at the 
time that I was oflering him honourable quarter, 
wliich, I must needs say, Avas done more like an 
ignorant Highland catcran, who lias not sense 
enough to erect a sconce for the i)rotection of his 
old himley-liouse of a castle, than like a soldier 
of worth and quality.’ 

* Are we to condole with you, then,* said Lord 
IM^enteith, *uj)oii the loss of the famed Oustavus?’ 

‘Even so, my lord,’ answered the soldier, with 
a deep sigh, ^ Diem clansit mprcmuviy as we 
said at the iMarischal College of Aberdeen. 
Better so than be smothered like a cadger’s pony 
in some flow-moss, or snow-wreath, whicli A\as 
like to be his fate if this Avinter cain]»aign lastcul 
longer. But it has pleased his Excellency * 
(maKing an inclination to Montrose) ‘ to siqjjdy 
his jdace by the gift of a noble steed, whom I 
liaA’^e taken the freedom to name Loyal tifs 
Meioard^' in memory of this celebrated occasion.’ 

‘I hope,’ said the marquis, ‘you’ll fiinl Loy- 
alty’s RcAA'ard, since you call liim so, ])ractised in 
all the duties of the held ; — but I must just hint 
to you, that at this time, in iSciotland, loyalty is 
more frequently rcAvardcd Avith a halter than 
Avith a horse.’ 

‘ Ahem ! your Exocllcney is pleased to be face- 
tious. ^ Loyalty’s RcAvard is as perfect as Gus- 
taAnas in all bis exei'ciscs, and of a f^r hner figure. 
Marry! his social (pialities are less culti Abated, 
in respect he has kept till iioav inCci ior company.’ 

^ ‘Not meaning his Excellency the general, I 
‘ hope?’ said Lord Menteith. ‘I'or .shame. Sir 
D»maldr 

, ^y lord,’ ansAATved the knight gravely, ‘I 
incapable to mean aiiytbing so utterly mis- 
becoming, What 1 asseverate is, tliat his 
j^tc^Uency, having the same intercourse Avitli 
during liis exercise that he liath Avith 
when training them, may form ami 
breBf!.;.dith6r to every feat of war Avhich he 
tq practise, and accordingly that this 
is admirably managed. Bnt as it 
is . of private life that fomieth tho 

icter, so 1 do not apprehend that of 
soldier to be much pplislied by >tho 
,(!^»v^^, 9 Ji of coTpotal>r |^ m 





that 

duldfled, drdjamBHptatiaa. 

Expellej|ipy*s grooms; 'wha j 
and kicks, and thumps ' than 
caresses, upon the animus ehtru^,, 

charge ; whereby many a generous 

rendered as it were misanthropic, 
ingthe rest of his life a greater desire '^$1% 
and bite liis master, than to love and to 
him.’ ’’ 

‘ iSj)oken like an oracle, ’ said Montrose. ‘ ^ere 
there an academy for the education of horses to 
he annexed to the Marischal College of Aberdeeh^» 
Sir Hugald Dalgetty alone should fill the chair.* 
‘Because, being an ass,’ said Menteith, as^e 
to the general, ‘there Avould he some distoiiit 
relation between the j)rofessor and the stiidehts/ 

‘ And now, Avith your Excellency’s permiasipn/ 
said the iieAv-inade knight, ‘ I am going to pay 
my last visit to the remains of ray old companion^ 
in-arms.’ 

‘Not Avith the imrposo of going through the* 
ceremonial of interment s said the marquis, who 
did not knoAr how far Sir Dugald's enthusiasm 
might lead him; ‘ci)nsider, our brave fellows 
themselves will liave bnt a hasty burial.’ 

‘Your Excellency Avill i)ardoii me,’ said Dal- 
getty ; ‘ my purpose is less romantic, I go to 
divide j>oor Gustavus’s legacy AAith the fowus of 
heaven, leaving the flesh to them, and reserving 
to myself Ins hide ; which, in token of affep: 
tionatc remenibrance, I jn'opose to form into a 
cassock and trousers, after the Tartar fashion, to 
be Avorn under my armour, in respect niy nether 
garments are at present slmincfiiUy the worse of 
the wear. — AlasJ poor Gustavus, Avhy didst tbou 
not liA'c at least one hour more, to have borne 
the honoured Aveiglit of knighthood upon thy 
loins ! ’ 

He was now turning aAvay, when the marquis 
called after him, — ‘As you are not likely to be 
anticipated in this act of kindness, Sir ]#m^ld, 
to your old friend and coinpaniou, 1 trust,’ said 
the marquis, ‘ you Avill first assist me, and our 
]irinci]»al friends, to discuss some of ArM^B’s* 
good cheer, of AA liich Ave have found abunoanoe 
in the castle.’ 

‘ Alost Avillingly, please your Excellency,* said 
Sir Dugald ; ‘ as meat and mass never hinder 
Avork, Nor, indeed, am I afraid that the, wolves 
or eagles Avill begin an onslaught on Gustavus 
to-night, in regard there is so much letter cheer 
lying all around. But,’ added he, ‘as 1 aip t6 
meet tAvo honourable knights of l^gland,. 
others of the kniglitlv degree in your lordship's 
army, I pray it may l>e explained to them;, that 
noAv, and in futiire, 1 claim precedence oversthj^ 
all, in rps])pct of my rank as a banneret, 
in a field of stricken battle.* , , 

‘ The devil confound him ! ’ said 
speaking aside ; ‘ lie has contrived tb 
kiln on fire as fast as I put it out. a 

})oint, Sir Dugald,’ said he, gravo» 
him, ‘Avhich I shall reserve for* Ins; 1“^ 
express consideration ; in my camp^ all' 
uj)on equality, like the Knights of “ 

Table ; and take their places 
principle 

Then 1 shall take care.!';MSf^il| 
to 'the marquis, ‘ 
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fiugald,' added lie, raising lixs 
* its you say your wardrobe is out of rei>air, 
hMi you toot better ^ to the oiieiny’s baggage 
yonder, *over which tll^re is a guard placed '' I 
saw tliftwi take <mt al excellent btiir suit, ciu- 
Iffoidered in front in silk and silver.’ 

*VditoaJ)fo3/ as the Spaniard says,* exelairncd 
tW wdor ; ‘and sotne beggarly gillh' may g(*t ii 
while I Stand i)rating boro ! ’ 

The prospect of booty having lii once driven 
out of nis bead both (liistavus and tbe pn»vanl:, 
he sot spurs to Loyalty’s Kcward, and rodt* oil' 
through the field of battle. 

‘There goes the bound,’ said Monteiib, ‘bieak- 
ittg the iaoo, and trampling on the body, of 
many a better flian than bimself; and as eager 
on his sordid spoil os a vulture that stoops upon 
canion. Yet this man tbe 'woibl calls a soldni 
— and you, iny lord, select him as \Norlby of tbe 
honours of chivalry, if such tb<‘y can at this day 
bo termed. You have made tbe collar oi knight- 
hood the decoration of a mere bloodhound.’ 

‘What could 1 do'’ said Montrose. ‘I liad 
no half-picked bones to give him, and biibed in 
some manner be must be - 1 cannot tollow the 
chase alone. Besides, the dog lias good (pialities. ’ 

‘ If nature has given him such,’ said ^Meiitcith, 
‘habit has converted them into feelings of in- 
tense selfishness. I Jo may be ]»iinctilioiis eon- 
ceniing his reputation, and biave in the execution 
of his duty, but it is only because without these 
qualities he cannot lise in the service nay, his 
very benevolence is seltish ; ho nuy defend his 
companion while lie can keej) liis teef, but the 
instant he is down, Sir Tlugald uill be as leady 
to ease him of his jnirse ns lie in to convert tlie 
skin of GiiHnvus into a buff jerkin.’ 

‘And yet, if all this weie true, cousin,’ an- 
swered Montrose, ‘ there is sometliing coin enienl 
in oominanding a .soldier ujion \\bos(‘ motives 
apd springs of action you can calculate to a 
mathefhatical certainty. A fine s])irit like yours, 
my cousin, alive to a thousand sensations, to 
which this man’s is as im])ervious as Ins corselet 
«lt iH for such that thy Iriend must led, while 
he gives his advice.’ Then, suddenly changing 
his tone, he asked Menteitli when lie liad seen 
Annot Lyle. 

The young earl coloured deeply, and answered, 
‘Not since last evening- execjding,’ he added, 
with hesitation, ‘for one moment, about df-an- 
hour before tbe battle began.’ 

*My dear Menteitli,’ said Montrose very 
kitodly, ‘wore you one of the gay cavaliers of 
Whitehall, who are, in their way, as great sclf- 
seekers as our fiiend Dnlgetty, should I need to 
pla^S you with inquiring into such an amour- 
ette as this? it would be an intrigue only to bo 
laughed at. But this is tin* land of enchant inent, 
wh#e nets strong aa steel are wrought out of 
ladies’ tresses, and you arc exactly the destined 
kuMt to b^so fettered. This ]>oor girl is ex- 
quiStely beJlitiful, and has talents formed to 
oaptivikto romantic tcmiior. You cannot 
Ihitok of injuring her —you eavriot think of marry- 
itog hert’ 

’My lord,* replied Moutcith, ‘you have re- 
peaito^ly urged this jest, for so I trust it is meant, 
soMwhAt bounds. Aimot Lyle is of 

nnktotitto birfll-«a oapUvo^tfaa dadghtor, pro- 


bably, of some olwouro outlaw ; a dej^endent on 
the hospitality of the M'‘Aulay8.’ 

‘ Do not 1)0 angiy, Menteitli,’ said the marquis, 
interrupting him ; ‘you love the classics, though 
not educated at Alaxiachal College ; and you may 
remember how many gallant hearts captive beauty 
has bulxlued : — 

Ajacem, Tclamone natiiro, 
b o) tiia I Liplu .T (lominum TcciiK’S^ai. 

Ill a word, 1 am seriously anxious about this.-- 1 
should not have time, jierbaps,’ ho added Very 
gravely, ‘to tioublo 5 ’ou wjtli my lectures on tile 
subject, weie your feelings, and those of Annot, 
alone interested ; but you have a dangerous rival 
in Allan M‘Aulay ; and tbcie is no knowing to 
what extent be Tiiay eariy bis lesentment. Ft is 
my duty to tell you that tbe king’s service may 
be much prejudiced by dissensions betwixt you.* 
‘My loid,’ s’lid Menteitli, ‘ 1 know' what you 
mean is kind and friendly , T hojic yon will be 
satistied Avlicni I assure yon that Allan M‘Aiilay 
and 1 Ihive diseusseil this circumstance ; and 
that 1 have cxjilained to liiin, tliat as it is utterly 
1 emote from my eliaiaclei to entertain dishonour- 
able views emiceining this un])rotcetcd female; 
so, on the other band, the obscuiity of her birth 
jnevents my thinking of her upon other terms. 

J will not disguise fiom your lordship what I 
Innc not disguised from M'Aulay— that if Annot 
lijlc weie bom a lady she should share my name 
and Milk ; as matters stand, it is im}» 08 sible. 
This c\j)lanation, 1 trust, will satisfy vour lord- 
slii]>, as it Jids satisfied a less reasonable person.* 
Montrose sliniggi'd bis shoulders. ‘And, like 
true cliaiu pious in lomanee,’ ho said, ‘you have 
agreed that you are both to worship the same 
misticss, as idolaleis do the same image, and 
that neither shall evtend bis pretensions further?* 

‘ 1 lUd not go so far, my lord,* answered Men- 
teith;- ‘1 milysaid in tlic jiresent circumstances 
— and there is no i>iospei‘t of their being changed 
J could, in duty to myself and family, stand 
in no iclatiun to Annot Lyle but as that of friend 
or brtdbcr.— But your loidsbij) must excuse mo ; 
I liave,’ said be, looking at bis arm, round which 
lie had tied his haiidkcrehicf, ‘ a slight hurt to 
attend to.’ 

‘ A w'ound '’ said Montrose anxiously ; ‘let me 
see it. — Alas ! ’ lu' said, ‘ I should have heard 
nothing of this had I not ventured to tent and 
soiiml another nmre secret and rankling one. 
Menteitli. I am soiry for you — 1 too have known 
- But what avails it to awake soriws whioll 
have long slumbered ? ’ 

So saying, he shook hands with his noble 
kinsman, and w’alked into the castle. 

Animt Lyle, as was not unusual for females in 
tbe Highlands, W'as possccacd of a slight degree 
of medical, and e\Tn surgical skill. It may readily 
be believed that the profession of surgery, or 
medicine, as a separate art, was unknown ; and 
the few rude rules which they observed were en- 
trusted to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afforded too much opportunity ’ of 
acquiring cxjierienee. The care and attention, 
accordingly, of Annot liyle, her attendants/ abd 
others acting under her direction, bad irtade her 
sendees extremi*ly useftxl during this wild cam- 
paign. And most readily had these services been 



74 


HTA rMJiLEY mVMLS 


reudmd to iHend iud foo, wherever they could 
be most useftil. She was now in an ai»artmont of 
the oastle, anxiously suporiutendiug tne prepara- 
tion of vulnerary lierCs, to be ai)pliea to the 
wounded ; receiving reports from dillerent females 
refiH>ecting those undei* thoir separate charge, and 
distributiug what means she had for thoir relief, 
when Allan M ‘Aulay suddenly entered the apart- 
ment. She started, for she had heard that he 
had left the camp upon a distant mission ; and 
however accustomed she was to the gloom of his 
countenance, it seemed at jiresent to have even 
a darker shade than usual. He stood hoforc her 
perfectly silent, and she felt the necessity of being 
the first to 8i>eak. 

thougljt,’ she said, with some ellbrl, ‘you 
had already set out i ’ 

‘ My companion awaits me,’ said Allan ; ‘ T go 
instantly.' 

Yet still he stood before liei, and held hci by 
the arm wdtli a pressure wliicb, though insiit- 
ficieiit to give her j)aiu, made her sensible of his 
great ]»ersonal strength, his hand closing on her 
like the gripe of a manacle. 

‘Shall I take the harj) < ’ she said, in a timid 
voice ; ‘ is — is the shadow' f.illing upon you ? ’ 

Instead of rejdyiug, he led her to the wdiulow' 
of the a))artm(jnt, w'hich commanded a view of 
the field of the slain, with all its hoi i ors. It w'as 
thick spread with dead ami wounded, and the 
spoilers were busy tearing the clothes fioin the 
victims of w'nr and feudal ambition, witli as much 
imliilerenco as if they had not been «»r the same 
species, and themselves exjxised, perh<i])S to- 
morrow', to the same late. 

‘Docs the sight please ymi ?’ sai<I .M ‘Aulay. 

‘It is hideous*’ said Aiinot, <'<»vciing her 
eyes witli her hands ; ‘ luuv can you bid me look 
uj)ou it ? ' 

‘You must be inured to it,’ said he, ‘if yon 
remain with this destined lujst -you will soon 
have to search such a field for my bi other’s coi j>sf 
— for Mcutr'itli’s - for mine— but that w'ill he a 
more iiHlifieivnl task— on do not love me ! ’ 

* This is the first lime you have taxed me wdth 
unkiiidness,’ siiid Anuot, wcejiing. ‘ You are my 
brother — my preserver— rny jHotcetor -ami <‘an 
I then huf love you ? - But your hour oi darknebs 
is approaching, let me fct«h iny harp’ 

‘ lieniaiu,’ said Allan, still liolduig Ikt fast ; 
‘he my visions from hcavci. or hell, or fioiii the 
middle sphere of diMMiibod led spii its or be they, 
as the Saxons hold, but f lie delusions of un over- 
heated fancy, they do not now' influenco me ; I 
sjieak the language of the natnial, of the visibh* 
world. — You love not me, Annot — yon lc\e Meii- 
teith by him you arc beloved again, ami Allan 
is no more to you tluMii (jue of the coipses w’hich 
oiiviumber yondei hc.trb.’ 

It Oannotbe siii>posed tbat ibis strange H[»eeeh 
conveyed any new' in form a lion to her who was 
thus addressed. No w'oinaii ever liv ed w'lio could 
not, in the same cireumstanees, have discerned 
long since the state of her lovi'r’s mind. But by 
thus suddenly tearing oif the veil, thin as it w'as, 
AlUti prepared her to expect consequences violent 
in pro])ortlou to tlie entuuaiasm oi his character. 
She made an effort to repel the (diargi* lio had 
stated 

‘You forgetj*. she said, ‘your own worth and 


nobloness when you insult so vsiy helpltos a 
being, and one whom fate has thrown SO totally 
into your power. You kn|w who and what X 
and how impossible it if that Menteith or you 
can use the language of Iffection to me, beyond 
that of friendship. You know from what Unhappy 
race I have too probably derived my existence/ 

‘ 1 will not h(‘Iievo it,’ said Allan impetuously : 

‘ never Jlowod crystal drop from a polluted spring. 

‘ Yet the very doubt,’ ^deaded Annot, ‘should 
make you forbear to use this language to me,* 

‘ I know',’ said M ‘Aulay, ‘it places a bar between 
us— but 1 know' also that it c'ivides you not so 
iiisej)arably from ^Menteith. — Hear mo, my be- 
lov'od Annot'— leave tliis scene of terrors and 
danger -go with me to Kintail-*^! will place you 
in ^hc house oft he noble lady of Scaforth — «ir you 
shall be removed in safety to Icolmkill, whore 
some women yet dev'ote themselves to the worship 
of (iod, after the custom of our anoostors,* 

‘ Yon conbider not wliat you ask of me,’ repb’«l 
Annot ; ‘to iindcitakc such a journey, under your 
solo guardianship, were to show me less sorupu- 
hjiis than maiden ought. I will remain here, * 
Allan -here under the ]>rotection of the noble 
Moiitrobc ; and when his motions next approach 
the Low'hinds, 1 will contrive some proper means 
to relieve you of one who has, she know’S not how, 
become an object of dislike to you.’ 

Allan stood as it uncertain w'hotbor to give 
way to sympathy with lier distress, or to anger 
at her ivsistaiicc. 

‘ Annot,’ he said, ‘ you know too W'cll how little 
voiir words apply to iny feelings towartls you— 
but you avail yoursell of your power, and you 
rejoice lu iiiy ihqiartiire, as removing a spy upon 
your iutereouise with Menteith. Ihit beware 
noth ol you,’ ho added, in a stern tone; ‘for 
wiien was it ever heard that an injury was oftered 
to Allan M ‘Aulay, loi which he exai'ted not ten- 
fold v'cngeanee 

So saying, lie ]>ress(*d her arm fondhlj, pulled 
the bonnet over liis brows, and strode out of Iho 
apaitmenl. ^ 


CHAPTKR XXL 


Aftct you were f;one, 

1 .'icqu.'iinred wiUi my heart, and search’d 
Wluii stirr d il so. Alas ! I foiina it iove, 

\ct fill fuiin lust : for, undd 1 hut^tave liv'd 
III picsetiLC of you, I had had my end. 

Pmilastbr. 


Avnot Lylk had now to contemplate the 
terrible gulf which Allan M*Aiilay’H declaration of 
love and jealousy had made to open around her. 
It bcernetl as if she was tottering on the very 
brink of destruction, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge and of all human assistance. She 
hutl long been conscious that she lovod Menteith 
ileaier tlian a brotlier; indeed, Imw could it l>e 
othi'rwibc, considering their earlw intimacy. — 
the pei’Honal merit of the young nobleman,'— his 
assiduous attentions,— and his infinite saperioinAy 
in gentleness of disiwsition and gtaofl Of manners, 
over the race of rude warriors with whom she 
lived ? But her afieotion was of that timid, 
meditative cliaract^r, which sought rather a re- 
flected ^are in the happinsss of ths bdoved 
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presumptuous or ctaring 
A little Ckielio song, in which she ex- 
pressed jier feelings, ^s been translated by the 
inU^ieus Olid unhappl Andrew McDonald ; * and 
^'wjllirigljr transcribl the lines : — 

' \ Wert thou, like me, in life’s low vale, 

With thee hr.* blest, that lot I'd share; 

With thee Fd fly wherever gale 
' Could Waft, or bounding galley bear. 

But parted by severe decree, 

Far different must our fortunes prove ; 

May thine be joy— enough for me 
To weep and pray for him I love. 

The pangs this foolish heart must feel, 

When hope shall be for ever flown, 

No sulleiv murmur shall reveal. 

No selfish murmurs ever own. 

Nor will 1 through life’s wear>' years, 

Like a pale drooping mourner move. 

While I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

The furious declaration of Allan bad destroyed 
the romantic jdaii which she had formed, of 
, nursing in secret her ])eTisivc tenderness, without 
seeking any other requital. Long before this, she 
had dreaded Allan, as much as gratitude, and a 
sense that he softened towards her a temper so 
haughty and so violent, coidd i>errnit lier to do ; 
but now she regarded him with unalloyed terror, 
which a perfect knowledge of liis dis];^)sition, ancl 
of his preceding history, too wey. authorized her 
to entertain. Whatever was in other res])eet8 
the nobleness of Ids disposition, he liad never 
been known to resist the wilfnlness of passion, — 
he walked in the house, and in tlie country of his 
fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no one dared to 
contradict, lest they should awJlkeu his natural 
vehemence of passion. So many years liad elapsed 
since ho had experienced contradiction, or*eveu 
expostulation, that ju’chahly nothing Tnit the 
strong good souse, which on all ])oints, his my.sti- 
cism excepted, formed the ground ol'his charaotcr, 
pfevenlea his proving an annoyance and terror to 
the whole neighbourhood. Jiut An not had not 
J;ime^o dwell upon her fears, being interrupted by 
the entrance of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes in 
which this person had passed his former life 
had not much qualified him to shine in female 
society. He himself felt a sort of eoiiseiousnoss 
that the language of the barrack, guard -room, 
and parody was not proper to entertain laviics. 
The only pacefiil part of liis life had been spent 
at Mariscnal College, Aberdeen ; and he had 
foigot the little he had learned there, except the 
arts of darning his own hose, and desj)£itchiug his 
cohwnions with unusual celerity, both which had 
since been kept in good exercise by the necessity 
of frequent practice. . Still it was from an imper- 
fect recollection of what he had acquired during 
this pacific period, that he drew his sources of 
cohterse»tion when in company with women ; in 
othet words, |his language became pedantic when 
it to Re military. 

^A^!^tFess Annot Lyle, * said he, upon the present 
t>Ciba^«!in, / 1 am just now like the half-pike, or 
spc&^jt of Achilles, one end of which could 
womid* Ahd the other cure— a property belonging 
toSpa-hish ]pike; brown-bill, partisan, baT 
— L- 
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herd, L^haber axe, or ^deed any other modem 
staff- weapon whatever/ 

This compliment he repeated twice ; but as 
Annot scarce heard him the first time, and did 
not comprehend him the second, he was obliged 
to explain. 

‘ I mean,* he said, ‘Mistress Annot Lyle, that 
having been the means of an honourable knight 
receiving a severe wound in this day's conflict,— 
he having pistolled, somewhat against the law of 
aims, my horse, which was named after the im- 
mortal King of Sweden,---! am desirous of prO: 
curing him such solacement as you, madam, eafi 
supply, you being, like the heathen god Eacula- 
j)ius ’ (meaning j)ossihly A])ollo), ‘skilful not only 
in song and in music, hut in the more noble art 
of chimrgery — orbem dicor* 

‘ If you would have the goodness to explain,* 
said Aiinot, too sick at heart to be amused by 
Sir Dugald’s airs- of pedantic gallantry. 

‘That, madam,' replied the knight, ‘may not 
he so easy, as I am out of the liahit of oonstniing 
— ^l)iit we shall try. Dieor^ supply ego — I am 
called. — Opifer? opifer ? — I remember signifer 
and fureifer — but 1 believe opifer stands in this 
place for M.I)., that is, Doctor of Physic.' 

‘This is a busy day with us all,’ said Annot ; 

‘ will you say at once what you want with me ? ’ 

‘Merely,’ replied Sir Dugald, ‘that you will 
visit my l>rother knight, and let your maiden 
bring some medicaments for his woumi, which 
threatens to ho wdiat the learned call a damimnh 
fatal 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause of 
liumauity. She informed herself hastily of the 
nature of the injury, and, interesting herself for 
the dignified old chief whom she had seen at 
Dariilinvarach, and 'whose presence had so much 
struck her, she liastened to lose the sense of her 
own soiTow for a time in the attempt to he useful 
to another. 

Sir Dugald with great form ushered Annot Lyle 
to the ehamher of her patient, in which, to her 
surj)i*is<j, she found Lord Menteith. She could 
not help blushing deeply at the meeting, but, to 
hide her confusion, proceeded instantly to exa- 
mine the wound of the Knight of Araenvohr« 
and easily satisfied herself that it was beyond her 
skill to cure it. As for Sir Dugald, he returned 
to a large outhoxise, on the flooi^f whiejh, amo:og 
other wounded men, was deposited the person of 
Ranald of the Mist. 

‘Mine old friend,* said the knight, ‘as I told 
you before, I would willingly do anything to 
pleasure you, in return for the wound you Eav^ 
received while under my safe-conduct. I have, 
therefore, according to your earnest request, sent 
Mistress Annot Lyle to attend upon toe Wound 
of the Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I cannot imagine. 
— I tliink you once spoke of some blood relation- 
ship between them ; but a soldado, in command 
and clia:%e like me, has other thinp to trouble 
his head with than Highland genealogieB.’ ‘ 

And indeed, to do the worthy majdr justice,’he 
never inquired after, listened to. Or recollected, 
the business of other people, unless it cdther 
related to tlie Art military, or was somehow or 
other Connected with his own interest, in either 
of wHch his memoiy was very tenacious. 
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tiow, my godd JViond of llic Hist,* said 
be, ^«an ton teu me What has become of yoiir 
hopefbl grandsofi, as 1 have not seen him since 
’ be ai^eisted me to disarm iift(*r the action, a negli- 
j^noe which desei*veth the strfli>ado ? ’ 

*He is not far from Jienco,’ said the wounded 
outlaw-— ‘ lift not your hand ujion him, for he is 
mao enou^fh to j>ay a yai’d of leathern scourge* 
Witli a foot of tempered steel.’ 

‘A most improper vaunt,’ said Sir Dugald ; 
* but I owe you some favours, Kanald, and then*- 
fore shall let it pass.’ 

‘And if you think you owe me anything,’ said 
the outlaw, *it is in your j»ower to icMjuite me by 
granting me a boon.’ 

‘Friend Kanald,’ answered Dalgeft}^ ‘T have 
road of these boons in silly story-books, wh'ueby 
simple knights were JiaNvii into engagements to 
their great prejudice ; wherefore, Ranald, the 
mor6 prudent kiiiglits of this day nevt‘r jn-omise 
anything until they know that they may keej) 
their word anent the ]>r(‘mises, ANilliout any dis 
pleasure or ineommodeinent to themselves. It 
may be yon would ha^e me engage llie iemtde 
chirurgeon to visit your wound ; tljongh \ou 
ought to consider, Ranald, that the uneleanin*ss 
of the place where you are dejK)sited may some- 
what soil the gaiety of her giiiments, eoncerning 
the preservation of which, you may have obsei ved, 
women arc apt t(» he inordinately solicitous. 1 
lost the favour of the lady of the IJraiid Pension- 
ary of Amsterdam, by touching nith the sole of 
iny boot the train of her Mack velvet goun, which 
I mistook for a foot -cloth, it being half the loom 
distant from her |>cisoii.’ 

‘ It is not to ])ring Aiinot liylo hitliei ,* answ’cred 
MacEagh, ‘Init to tians[tort me into the room 
where she is in attendance uj)()ii the Knight of 
Ardenvohr. Somewhat I have to s<iy of the last 
consecpieiiefi to them both.’ 

‘It is something (»ut of tin* order of due pre- 
cedence,* said Dalgetty, ‘ to eai ry a 'wounded out- 
law into the jirosonce of a knight ; knighthood 
having been of yore, and being, in soim* respects, 
still, the highest military grade, independent 
ahvays of eoinniissioned oilieers, w'}h» rank accord- 
ing to their ]>atents ; nevcrlln'liNs, as your boon, 
as you call it, is so sliglit, I shall not deny coiii- 
])l{aiioo w'itli the sinie.’ Wo seyiiig, he ordered 
three files of men to transpoit >l!ieKagh on their 
shoulders to Sir Duncan llaiiipbeirs a])artnieiil, 
and ho hiniselt hasKuicd hetorc to announce tlie 
cause of his being bioiigiit thither. Ihit such 
was the activity oi the M.ldieis employed, that 
they followed him flo^e at the heels, .and, enter- 
ing with their ghasllv hnuhn, liitl MaeRigh on 
the floor of the apaitment. flis iealmes, natui- 
ally wild, were now disioited hy inin ; his hands 
and scanty garments .Mamed w'itli liis own hhiod 
and that of others, which no kind li.ind bad 
wiped away, alUiough tliew'ouiid in his side hail 
been secured by a bandage. 

‘Are you,* be said, raising liia hearf painfully 
towards the conch where lay strettlnsl his late 
antagonist; ‘he whom men' call the Knight of 
Ardenvohr?* 

same,* answered Sir Duncan; - - ‘what 
Would you with one w'hosc hours arc now 
numbered ? ’ 

‘Hy hours m reduced to mlnntosj,* said the 


outlaw j ‘ the more grace, if 1 be$tow thdht ftiiho 
service of one whose hand has ever bOeh %linst 
me, as mine has been rail]Bd higher aj^instliita.* 

‘Thine higher against/mc !— Cmshea WOlini ! ’ 
said tlio knight, looking’down on his miserable 
advcrsaiy. , ' 9 

‘Yes,’ answered the outlaw, in a flnrt Voice, 

‘ my arm hat h ln'cn liighcs+. In the deadly con- 
tt‘sl betwixt ns, the Avounds 1 have dealt have 
been deepest, tboiigh thine have neither been idle 
nor unfelt. — 1 am Ranald MacEagh— I amRanald 
of the Mist. - The night that T gave thy oastie to 
the winds iii one huge blaze of f re, is noV matched 
with the day in wdiieh you have fallen under the 
sword of my fathers.- Remember the iiduries 
thou hast done our trilie -noA^er were such in- 
fU' tfd, save by one, lieside ihce. Hlfi, they say, 
is fateil and .secure against our vengeance — a short 
lime will show'.* 

‘My Lord Mentiuth,* said Sir Duncan, raising 
himself out of his bed, ‘this is a proclaimed villain, 
at once the enemy of king and J’arliaincnt, of 
<lod and man -one of tin* outlawed banditti of, 
tbe Mist ; alike tin* enemy of your house, of the 
M‘Aulay.s, and of miiio. I tru.st you will not 
suffor inoiiiciits, AA'hi(*h are i)crhaj)a my last, tube 
cinbitter(*d l»y his l).ii haroiis triumph.’ 

. ‘ He shall liavc the treatment he merits,* said 
Mciitcith ; ‘ lot him lie instantly icmoved.' 

Sii Dngald Jicre interposed, and spoke of 
lUnald’s soi vices as a guide.'aiid his own pledge 
tor Ills .sal(*ly ; but tlie high, harsh tones of the 
outlaw' drowned his Aoi(*e. 

‘ Ko,’ said he, ‘ be jack and gibbet the word ! 
let me wullier Ixdw’een heaven and earth, and 
gorge the liaw’ks and englp.s of Ren Nevis ; and 
HO shall this 1 la ugh ty knight, and this triumphant 
tlripe, never learn the se(*rct 1 alone can impart; 
a se(*ret which w^onld make Arden vohr’s heart 
leaji with joy, wcic he in the death agony, and 
whi(‘h the Plarl of Meuteith w'ould }>urehase at 
tlie price of his hroail earldom.— Come hi tUer, 
Ainiol Lyle,’ he said, raising himself with un- 
cxj»erted strength, ‘ tear not the sight of Jiim to 
'W'hom thou hast rhmg in infancy. Tell these 
jiroud men, who fli.silaiii thee as the issue of mine 
ancient lace, that thou art no blood of ours, — no 
<laughtt*r of tbe race of the Mist, but born in halls 
as lordly, and ciadlcd on conch as soft, as ever 
sc)otln‘d infancy in their j>rondt*st palaces,* 

‘In the name of flod,’ Haul Meuteith, trembling 
Avith emotion, ‘ if you kiioAV aught ofthe birth of 
this lady, do tliy conscience the justice to dis- 
burden it of the .secret before deiMirting from this 
Avorld ! * 

‘ And ble.ss my enemies wdth my d3dng breath?' 
s«iid Ma(*Kagli, looking at him malignantly. — 
‘Snell are the ma.ximH your priests pleach— but 
Avhen, or tow'ards Avhoin, do you practise them ? 
Let me know fir-st the Avorth of my secret ere I 
jKut with it.— What Avould you give, Knight of 
Aidenvohr, to know' that your superstitioufil fasts 
h.iA'e been vain, and that there s{iil renfi^ins a 
deseenda n t of your liouse ?— I pause for an 
—without it, 1 speak not one word • 

‘ I could,* said Sir Duncan, his voice Striding 
between the emotions of doubt, 
wixiety— ‘ I could— but that I kaaC^W thy nA arc 
Uke the Great Enemy, liam and 
the beginning— but could it be thie ttou wllest 
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imt I coilld almost forgive thee the i^jurieB thou 
dme me/ 

it!’ aaid Rasaid; ^he hath wagered 
» de^pif fdy^ a son of Difrmid.— And you, gentle 
thatte— the rei)prt of (le ciiinn says, tlxat you 
w«ral^{>archase with life and lauds tlio* tidings 
that Anot Lyle was no daughter oi‘ proscription, 
but of a race noble 'i your estimation as youi* 
Own.-^Well— It is for no love 1 toll you— -the time 
has been that I would have exchanged this secret 
against liberty ; I am now bartoiing it for what 
is dearer than liberty or life. — Ann«)t Lyle is the 
youngest, 4ho solo surviving child of the Knight 
of Ardenvohr, who alone was saved when all in 
his halls besides w^as given to hlood and ashes.* 

‘ Can this inan^ speak truth said Anuot L^h*, 
scarce knowing what she said ; * or is this some 
strange delusion ? ’ 

^Maiden,* replied Ranald, 'liadst thou dw'elt 
longer with us, thou wouhlst have better leaiiit 
to know how to distinguish the accents of tiiith. 
To that Saxon lord, and to the Kiiiglit of Arden- 
vohr, I will yield such proots (if wdiat 1 ha\(* 
* spoken that iueredulity shall stand convinced. 
Meantime, withdiav\ -I loved thine infancy, I 
hate not thy youth— no eye hates the rose in its 
blossom, though it growctli upon a Ihorn, and lor 
thee only do I something regret what is soon to 
follow. But he that would avenge him of his foe 
must not reek though the guiltless he engagi^il in 
the ruin.’ « 

* Ho advises well, Aimot,’ said Lord Mcnteilh ; 
* in God’s name retire ! if— if then* ho aught in 
this, your meeting with Sir Duncan must he mojv 
pi'epoi’ed, for hoth your sakes.’ 

' I will not part Iroiu iny I’atherf if I have found 
one!* said Aiinot — ‘I will not })art from him 
under cireiirastances so teiiihlc.’ 

* And a father you shall over liud in mo,’ mur- 
mured Sir Duncan. 

*Then,’ said Meiiteith, * I will have MacEagh 
removed into an adjacent aj)artni(uit, and will 
collect the evidence of his tale ni} self, Sii* 1 )ug.ild 
Dalgetty will give me liis attendaneo and assist- 
ance.* 

* With jileasure, niy loid,* answered Sir Dugald. 
- — * I will be your confessor oi* assessor — cither or 
both. No one can be so tit, for I had heard the 
whole story a month ago at Invcr.iiy Castle ; - hut 
onslaughts like that of Ardenvohr contuse each 
other m my memory, which is besides ocupiod 
with matters of more importance.’ 

Upon hearing this frank declaration, wliich was 
made as they lett the apartment with the wounded 
man, Lord Mentoith (farted upon Dalgetty a look 
of exiareme anger and disdain, to which the self- 
conceit of tlie worthy commander rendered him 
totally inscxisible. 


CHAPTER XXIL 

I 

I am as Cree a$ nature first made man, 

Eve the ba&e laws of servitude Iwgan, 

* When wild in wcx>ds the noble savage ran. 

Conquest op Cnanapa. 

Mud of Mentoith) os ho had undertaken, 
so proceeded to investigate more closely the 
«tor]t told by fianald of the Mist, whiph wits cor- 
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roborated by the examination of his two followers, 
who had agisted in the capacity of guides, These 
declarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction of his' 
castle and family as Sir Duncan Campbell was 
able to supply ; and it may he supposed he had 
forgottiui nothing relating to an event of such 
terrific importance. It w^as of the last couse- 
(pieiico to pro\(' that this was no invention of the 
outlaw’s, lor the purpose of passing ai impostor 
as the child mid hciiess of Ardenvohr. 

P(*rhaps Mentoith, so niiich interested in b$- 
licviiig the talc, was not altogether tlie fittest' 
jicrsoii 1o 1)(‘ CM ti listed with the investigation of 
its truth ; hut the (‘xanniiations of the Children 
of the Mist were sinmlc, aiTiiratc, and in all 
icspects consistent with each other. A personal 
inaik was rclcrrcd to, whieh was known to have 
h(‘en borne by the infant child of Sir Duncan, 
and wdikOi aiipcared upon the lelt sliQulder of 
Annot Lyle. It was also well lenieiuhercd that 
wh<‘n the miserable relies of the other children 
had been collccled, tliose of the infant had 
nowhere hofui found. Otlu^r cireiimstanees of 
evidence, which it is unnecessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Meutcith, out 
to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, that in 
Aiiiiol Lyfb, a humble depdidcnt, distinguished 
only by beauty and talent, they were in future 
to lespiM't the heiivss of Ardenvohr, 

AVhih‘ Menteiili hastened to communicate the 
result of these inquiries to the ])crsons most in- 
terested, tln‘ outlaw demanded to sneak with his 
graiidehild, whom ho usually culled his son. ‘He 
would he found,’ he said, ‘in the outer ajiart- 
nieiit, in whieh ho himself had been originally 
di'posited.’ 

Accoidingly, tin* young savage, after a close 
seaich, was louiul liiiking in a corner, coiled up 
among some lottcn stiaw^, and brought to hiS 
grandsire. 

‘ Kenneth,’ said tlio old outlaw, ‘hear the iMt 
wolds ot the she ot thy father. A Saxon soldier 
anil Allan o( the Red-hand left this eaiuji withiu 
1 lieso few iioiirs, to tia vel to the country of Caber* 
fae. Pursue them as the bloodhound pursues the 
hurt deei*--swim the lake — climb the mountain 
—thread the forest — tarry not until you join 
them ; ’ aud then the eounteiianee of the Jad 
darkened as his giaiidlather spoke, and he laid 
his hand u])oii a knife wdiieli sUick in the thopg 
of leather that coidincd his scanty plaid. ‘Nor 
said the old man ; ‘ it is not by thy hand he 
must fall. They w'ill ask the new^s from the 
camp— say to them that Annot Lyle of the Harp 
is discovered to 1)0 the daughter of Duncan of 
Ardenvohr ; that the Thane of Menteith is to 
wed lier before the priest ; and that you arc sent 
to hid guests to tlio bridal. Tariy not their 
answer, hut vanish like the lightning when the 
black cloud swallows it.— And now depart, be- 
loved son of my best beloved I 1 aholl never 
more soo thy face, nor hear the light sound of 
thy footstep — yet tarry an instant and hear my 
last charge. Remember the fate of our race, and 
(|^ait not the ancient manners of the Children of 
tno Mist 'We are now a straggling handful, 
driven from every vale by the sword of every 
clan, who rule in the possessions where their 
forefathers hewed the wood and drew the water 
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f<«r But m the tliickfet of the wilderness, 
1^ ttdst of the diountaiu, Kenneth, son 

. keep thou unsoiled the freedom which 

I l^ve thee es a birthright. Barter it not, 
n^thur for the rich garment, nor for the stone 
rf)of,, nor for the covered board, nor for the couch 
of down — on the rock or in the valley, in abuiid- 
anee or in famine — in the leafy summer and in 
the days of the iron winter— Son of tlie Misti be 
free as thy forefathers. Own no lord — receive no 
law — ^take no hire — ^give no stipend — build no 
hut — enclose no pasture — sow no grain ; let the 
deer of the mountain be tliy flocks and herds — if 
these fail thee, prey upon the goods of our op- 
pressors — of the Saxons, and of such Gaol as are 
i^xons in their souls, valuing herds and flocks 
more than honour and freedom. Well for us that 
they do so — ^it affords the broader scoj)c for our 
revenge. Remember those who have doiio Kind- 
pcss to our race, and pay their services with thy 
blood, should the hour require it. If a Maclaii 
shall come to thee with the head of the king’s 
son in his hand, shelter him, though tJie aveng- 
ing army of the father wore behind him ; for in 
(Hencoe and Ardnainurchan we have dw<*lL in 
peace in the years that have gone hy. The sons 
of Diarmid — the race of Danilin varach — the 
riders of Menteitli — my curse on thy head, Child 
of the Mist, if thou sj»are one of those names 
when the time shall ofler for cutting them off! 
and it will come anon, for tlieir own swords shall 
devour each other, and those who arc scattered 
shall fly to the Mist, and iierish by its children. 
Once more, begone — shake tlie dust from thy feet 
against the habitations of men, whether banded 
together for ])eace or for war. Farewell, beloved ! 
and mayst thou die like thy forefatliers, ere in- 
firmity, disease, or age shall break thy spirit. — 
Begone! — begone ! — live free— re<iuitc kindness 
— avenge the injuries of thy race ! ’ 

The young savage stooped and kissed the brow 
of his dying parent ; but, accustomed from infancy 
to suppress every exterior sign of emotion, he 
parted without tear or adieu, and was soon far 
beyond tlie limit.s of Montrose’s carnji. 

Sir Dugald Dalgetty, wlio was jnesciit during 
the latter part of this scene, was very little edified 
by the conduct of MacEagh upon the oci’asioii. 
*1 cannot think, my friend Ranald,’ said he, 

' that you are in the best iiossible road for a dying 
man. Storms, onslaughts, nuussacres, the burn- 
ing of suburbs, are imleed a soldier’s daily work, 
and are justified by tlw! necessity of tl:e ease, see- 
ing that they are clone in the course of duty; for 
burning of suburbs, in ])artieiilar, it may lie said 
that they are traitors and cut-throats to all forti- 
fied towns. Hence it is jdain, that a si^ldier is a 
, profession peculiarly favoured by Heaven, seeing 
that we may hope for sal atioii allhougli wc dail>' 
coininit actions of so great violence. But thoii, 
in all services of Europe it is the custom 
of 'the dying soldier not to vaunt him of such 
or to recommend them to his fellows ; 
hut/ ojtt the contrary, to cxjircss contrition for 
to repeat, or have repeated to him, 
soip^^l^fortable prayer ; which, if you please, I 
wiil v^tereede with his Excellency's chaplain to 
prefisfe^im your account. It is otherwise no point 
of lUy duty to put you iu min^^ those'things ; 
ouly ^it may be for the ease cousdwneb to 


depart more like a^OhiiSitian, and 
than you seem to be in a to Way of V' , 

The only answer of the man fibr Ae h^ 

” ' ' ' b fbw be Gonaide^);^ 


Ranald MacEagh might : ^ , 

a request to be raised to Ach a position 
might obtain a view from tho window of the.mtfe. 
The dee}) frost mist, which had long seto#Upon 
the top of tho mountains, was now roUing doWn 
each rugged glen and gully, where tne ciujjgy / 
ridges showed their black and irregular oiittine, 
like desert islands rising above the oeeati of 
va))our. ‘ Spirit oi’ the Mist I ’ said Ranald Mao^ 
Eagli, ‘called by our race our father, and "our 
preserver — ^receive into thy tabernacle Of clouds, 
wdicn this pang is over, him whom iu life thou 
hast so often sheltered. ’ So saying, he sunk hack 
into the arms of those who uphela him, spoke no 
fuj-ilier word, but turned liis face to the wall for 
a short s})ace. 

‘I believe,’ said Dalgetty, ‘iny friend Ranald 
will be found in his lieart to be little better than 
a lieathen.* And lie renewed his })roposal to pro- 
cure him Hie assistance of Dr. Wisheart, Moji: 
trose’s military cliajfiain ; ‘a man,* said Sir • 
Dugald, ‘ very clevei* iu his exercise, and who will 
do execution on your sins in less time than I could 
smoke a jfipe of tobacco.’ > 

‘ Saxon,’ said the dying Tuan, ‘speak to me no ' 
more of thy priest — I aie contented. Hodst thou 
ever an enemy against whom \veapons were of no 
avail — whom the b^ll missed, ana against whom 
the arrow shivered, and whose bare skin was as- 
impenetrable to sword and dirk as thy steel gar- 
ment ? — Heardst thou ever of such a foe ? * 

‘ Very I'requently, when I served in Germany,* 
replied 8ir DugJild. ‘ There was such a fellow at 
Ingolstadt ; ho was proof both against lead and 
steel. Tho soldiers killed him with the butts of 
tlieir muskets.’ 

‘This impassible foe,’ said Ranald, without re- 
garding the major’s interruption, ‘ who has the 
blood dearest to me iqioii his hands — to this man . 
I liave now bequcatlied agony of mind, jealousy, 
despair, and sudden death, — or a life more miser- 
able than death itself. Such shall be the Jot of 
Allan of the Rod -hand when he learns that Annot 
weds Mentcith ; and 1 ask no more than the cer- 
tainty that it is so, to sweeten my own bloody 
end by his band.’ 

‘ If that l)e the case,’ said the major, ‘there’s 
no more to be said ; l)ut 1 shall take care as few 
Iiconle see you as jjossiblc, for 1 caniioWthink your 
ino(ie of dc})artiire can be at all creditable or eac^ 
emplary to a Ghiistian army.’ So saying, he I^ft 
the apartment, and the Son of the Mist sotm after 
breathed his last. 

Mentcith, in the meanwhile, leaving the new- 
found relations to tlieir mutual ieelings of mingled 
emotion, was eagerly discussing with Moutroso 
the consequences of this discovery. ‘I ^kould , 
now see, ’ said the marquis, ‘ even had I not Before 
observetl it, that your interest in this disoo^:^Ty, 

Tuy dear Mentcith, has no small refef-ence to wur 
own hajipiness. You love this new-foun^, My, 

— ^your afl'ection is returned. lu point hf 
no exceptions can be made ; in evety 
lier advantages are equal to those Wh 
self possess— think, however/ a , JWr- 
Duncan is a fanatic— Preshyfe^to W 
anus against the king ; he is # 
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^ prUoner, aud we are, I fear, but at 
^0 0a|iiLlM6ftoeement of a loug civil war. Is this 
a time, thistle you, Meuteitli, for you to make pro- 
pCHUiU tor heiress Or what chauce is tlicro 
that he will uow listcu|to it ? ’ 

^aieioj), an ingenious, as well as an eloquent 
aovo^te, supplied the young Jioblcmaii witli a 
thousand answers lo these objections. Ho re- 
mixkded Montrose that ihe Knight of Ardenvohr 
was neither a bigot in politics nor religion. He 
ui^ his own knovni an^l i)roved zeal for the 
Pyal cause, and hinted that its influence might 
be extended and sfrengthened by his wedding the 
heiress of Arden volir. He pleaded llie dangerous 
state of Sir Duncan’s wound, the risk whieli must 
bo run by suffering the young lady to be carried 
into tile country of the Cam]>bellM, wlicre, in ease 
of her father’s death, or continued indisposition, 
she must necessarily be placed iiiidcrlbe guardian- 
ship of Argyle, an event fatal to his (Menteitli’s) 
hoped, unless he could st(>o}> to jnircliasc his favour 
abandoning the king’s party. 

allowed the force of these arguments, 
tehWktH Although the matter was attended witJi 

*^'^oulty, yet it seemed consistent with tlie king’s 
service that it should be concluded as sjieedil^ as 
possible. 

‘ T could wish,’ said he, ‘ that it WTre all settled 
in one way or anothei*, and tliat tljis fair Briseis 
wore removed from our camp befon* tlie retiinj ol 
our Highland A<*hilles, Allan Al‘Aulay. — I fear 
some fatal feud in that (piarter, Meiileith and 
I believe it would be best that Sir Duncan be dis- 
missed on his ]>arole, and that you a(‘eonipany 
him and his daughter ns Jiis cscoi t. The jouiney 
can be made chiefly l)y w'at<*i*, so, will not greatly 
incommode bis wound — and your o\vn, my fiiend, 
will be an honourable excuse for an absence for 


some time from my camp.’ 

‘Never!’ said Sleiiteitli. ‘AVere I to foileit 
the very hope that has so lately dawned npon 
me, n^er will I leave your Kxcclleiicy’s cam]) 
wlule the royal standard is dis] flayed. I should 
deserve that this trifling sera tcli '.hoiild gangrene 
and eoiisumo iny sword-arm, weic I ca])abie ol 
holding it as an excuse for absence at this crisis 
of the king’s affairs. ’ 

‘ On this, then, you are determined ? ’ said 
Montrose. 

‘As fixed as Ben Nevis,’ said the young noble- 
man. 

‘ You mi^t, then,’ said Montrose, ‘ lose no Lime 
in socking an explaiiaiion wdth the Knight of 
Ardenvohr. If this prove favourable, I wflll talk 
inyaelf with the elder M ‘Aulay, and wo wdll devise 
moans to employ his l)rother at a distance from 
the army until he sliall be reconciled to bis 
})resent disappointment. Would to Ood some 
vision would descend upon bis imagination fair 
enough to obliterate all traces of Aiiiiot Lyle ! 
Tliat perhaps you think irajiossible, Menteith ? — 
Well, each to his service ; you to that of Cupid, 
and J to tlnW'. of Mars.’ 

They parted, and, in pursuance of the Hchemo 
arranged, Menteith, early on the ensuing morn- 
lUgj sought a private interview with the wounded 
Kniglit of Araeuvohr, and communicated to him 
his auit for the hand of his daughter. Of their 
inutnal attachinent Sir Dunoan was aware, but 
he waa not prepared for so early a declaration on 


the part of Menteith. He said at first, that he 
had already, jierhaps, indulged too muoli in feel- 
ings of personal happiness, at a time when his 
clan had sustained so great a loss and humiliation, 
and that ho was imwlling, therefore, further to 
consider the advancement of his own house at a 
period so calamitous. On the more urf^nt suit 
of the noble lover, he requested a few hours to 
deliberate, and consult with his daughter upon a 
(piestion so highly important. 

Tlie result of this interview and deliberation was 
fa\ouralfle to Alciitoith. Sir Duncan Campbell 
became fullv sensible that the liappinoss of his 
new- found daughter depended n])on a union with 
lier lover ; ami unless such wTve now formed, ho 
saw that Argyle would throw a thousand obstacles 
in the way of a niatLli in every respect acceptable 
to liiuiselt. Aleiiteitli’s jirivate eliaracter was so 
e\eellent, and smfli w’as the rank and considera- 
tion due to his fortune and family, that they out- 
balanced, in Sir Duncan's o]flnioii, the difference 
in their political opinions. Nor could be have 
lesolved, ]>erha]>s, liad his ow’ii ojiinion of the 
mateli been less favourable, to decline an oppor- 
tunity of iiidnlgiiig tlie new-found child of his 
hopes. Tlieie was, besides, a feeling of jiride 
wliiifli dictated liis determination. To produce 
the heiress of Arcleuvobr to tlie world as one who 
liad been educated a jioor deiicndent aud musician 
ill ibe family of iXirnlinvaiaeb, bad something 
iu it that w'a’s humiliating. To iiitroduec her os, 
the betrotlied bride, or WTdded wife, of the Ea’"’ 
of Menteith, upon an attachment fonned duri%^ 
her obscuiity, w^as a W’aiTant to the world that"' 
she had at all times b(‘eu worthy of the rank to 
W'liich she was ele\ated. 

It was under the influcn(*e of these considera- 
tions that Sir Duncan Campbell announced to 
the lovers his corisenttliat they should bo married, 
in the cliapel of the castle, by Montrose’s chaji- 
lain, and as ])rivatelv as ])ossible. But when 
Aloiitroso should break iqi fiom Inverlochy, for 
wliicli orders w’ere expected iu the course of a 
very f(*w days, it was agreed that the young 
countess should depart with her father to his 
(M^lle, and reinain there until the circumstances 
of the nation permitted Aleiiteith to retire with 
lioiioiir from liis present military employment. 
His resolution being once taken. Sir Imncan 
rampbell would not iiennit the maidenly scruples 
of bis daughter to delay its execution ; and it was 
tliercfore resolved that the bridal should take 
])laee the next evening, being the second after 
the battle. 


CHAPTER XXIIL 

My maid -my blue-eyed maid, he bore away. 
Due to the toils of many a bloody day. 

Iliad. 

It w\as necessary, for many rcasons, that Angus 
M‘Aulay, so loug tlie kind protector of Annot 
Lyle, should be made acquainted with the chaugo 
iu the fortunes of his late protegee ; aud Mon- 
trose, as he had undertaken, communicated to 
him these remarkable events. With the careless 
and cheerfiil indifference of his character, he ex- 
pressed much V^re joy than w'onder at A^not’s 
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good ; had no doubt whatever she would 

meitit and as she had always boon bred in loyal 
prinotnlesi would convoy tho whole estate of her 
gjtim ftnatioal father to somo honest follow who 
doved the king. * I should have no objection that 
my brother Allan should Iry liis ehance,’ added 
he* * notwithstanding tluit Kir Dunean Caiiiplwll 
Wfli the only nian who ev er charged Darnliiivaraeli 
with inhos^utality. Aiinot Lyle could always 
charm Allan out of the siilleus, and who knows 
whether matrimony might not niako liim mote a 
man of this world '' ’ 

Montrose hastened to interrupt tho ])iogi-ess of 
hie castle-building, hy informing him that the 
lady was already w'oocd juid w’on, and, with lier 
father’s approl>ation, w’as almost immediately to 
be W'eddecl to his kinsman, the Karl of Meiiteiih ; 
and that in testimony of the high respect due to 
M*Aulay, so long the lady’s ]»roteetor, hr was 
uow to request Ids presoiiee at the etremony. 
M‘Aulay looked very grave at this intimation, 
and drew up his person Avitli tlie air of one who 
thought that he had been negleetisl. 

‘ He coiieeived,’ lie said, ‘ that his uniform kind 
treatment of the young lady, w liilo so many yeais 
under Ms i*oof, rec|uired sometliing nioi e iquni sueli 
an occasion than a lure compliment of eeremmiy. 
Ho might,’ he thought, ‘without airoganee, ha\e 
evpoctod to have been eoiisiilted. He wished his 
kinsman of Mcnteith w'(*l], no man could wish 
him better ; hut he must say lie tlioiight he hud 
been hasty in this matter. Allan’s sentiments 
towards the young lady had hi'cii ]»retty well 
understood, anrl he, for one, eouM not see why 
the superior pretensions which he had ujuui her 
gratitude should have been set asiile, without at 
least undergoing some ])ie>ious diseiissioii.* 

Montrose, seeing too wtII wheie all this 
pointed, entreated M‘Aulay to he rea.souahle, 
aud to coiihider what piohahility there was 
that the Knight of Ardeiivohr could he lirought 
to confer the lumd of his sole heiress u}>on 
Allan, whose undeniable oxeellcnt (Qualities weie 
mitigled with others, hy wliieli they were ovei- 
elouded in a manner that made all trem])]e who 
approached liim. 

‘ My lord,* said Angus M'Aulay, ‘my brother 
Allan has, as Clod madj* us all, laults as wtII as 
merits; but he is the best and bravest imm ol 
your army, he the other w ho he may, and tliere- 
foie ill deseived thatliis happiness should have 
been so little consulted hy your Excellency — hy 
his own near kinsman —and hy a young jierson 
who owes all to him and to liis family.’ 

Monti ose ill vain endeavoured to ]»Uce the 
Bulyeot in a diircrcnt view; this was tin* point 
in which Angus was detain hum I to legard it, 
and he was a man of that ealilne of uiidei stand- 
ing, who is ineajiahle ot 1 eing eonvineed when 
he hoa’once adopted a ]»rejadiee. Montrose now 
assumed a higher tono, and called upon Angus 
to tttke care now he nounshed any sentiments 
which might be in-ejiulieial to his Majesty’s 
service. He pointed out to him, Hint he was 
poouliarly desirous that Allan’s e (forts shouhl 
not be interrnptod in the couim' of his ]>respnt 
mission; *a mission,’ he said, ‘highly honoiu- 
ablo Jbr himself, and likely to prove most 
advantageous to the king’s cause. He expected 
his brother would hold no commutdoiiitiou with 
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Wm upon othw snljjMte. nor 
of dissension which might divert hw 
a matter of such imponance.’ , s j,, 

Angus answered somemat sulkily, tl^at'>^tid 
was no mako-bate, or stir^r up of quamla > < h0 
would ratber be a peacemaker. His hrUtbsr 
knew as well at> most men how to resent hie 
ow'u quarrels -as for Allan’s mode of receiving 
information, it was generally believed ho 
other sources than tlioso of oidiiiary couriers. 
He .should not ho surprisiul if tliey saiv him 
sooner tliaii thi*y expected.’ 

A promise that he would not interfere, was 
th'p furtliest to wdiieh Montrose could bring this 
man, thoroughly gooil- tempered os ho was on 
all occasions, save wdien Ins ]>rklo, interest, or 
l»reiudiees were interfered w'iLh. And at this 
]’ 'iiit I lie marquis w'as fain to leave the matter 
I lor the ]>ivseiit. 

A more willing guest at the bridal ceremony, t 
eeiiainlya moie willing attendant at the mar- 
riage feast, was to ho e\])eeted in Sir Dugald 
Dalgelty, whom Monti oso resolved to invite, 
as h.ning Ihmmi a confidant to the circumstances * 
wliieli pieeeded it. liiiL even Sir Dugald hesi- 
tated, looked on tin* < 1 how’s of liia doublet and 
the knees of Ills leather hieeehos, and mumbled 
out a sort of leluetant aequii'sceiiec in tho in- 
vitation, ]»ro\ idl'd he should tind it possible, 
aftei eonsiiltnig with the noble briitegroohi. 
Montrosi' was somewliat suipnsed, hut, scorning 
1() testily displeasure, lie Jett Sir Dugald to 
jmrsiie his own couise. 

This earrieil him instant ly to the chamber of 
the hiidegi'oom, who, amidst (he scanty wanl- 
lolwj winch bin* camp-e<juipago atforded, was 
seeking lor siieli ai tides as miglit appear to the 
bed advantage upon the a)>pronelung occasion. 
Sir Dugald entered, and jiaid his compliments, 
with a M'ly gia\e face, upon his appruacliiug 
hajipiiiess, whnh, he said, ‘In* w’as very sorry 
he was pi evented liom witnessing,’ * 

‘III plain tnith,’ said lie, ‘I should but 
disgiaee the eeremony, seeing that I lai’k a 
hrhlal garment. Rents, and open seams,* and* 
tatters at elhow's, in tlr* appavi‘1 of the assistants, 
might jiresage a similar solution of continuity 
in your inatrimoiiial liapnincss — and to say 
truth, my lord, you yourself must partly have 
tile hhnuc of tliis disappointment, in respect 
you sent me upon a fool’s errand to get a buff- 
(‘oat out of the booty taken by tho£Samerons, 
wdiereas you might as wtH have sent me to 
leteli a pound of firsh butter out of a htftck 
dog’s thmat: 1 had no answ^ei, my lord, but 
hraudidied dirks and broadswords, and fL ffort 
of giwliiig and jabbering in what they call 
tlieir language. For my part, I believe these 
11 igb hinders to he no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalbied ^by 
the manner in which my acquaintance, Ranald 
MacEagh, W'as [ileased to beat his fliml mitrolh 
a little while since.’ • 

In Mniitcith’s state of mind, dis|K)sad to bo 
jileasetl with everything and eveiybodyi tb% 
OTave . eoiiiplaint of Sir DngaW fuMshen 
ilitinnal amusoment He remt,ested hla aoo^pt- 
ance of a vc^ handsome buff dross wWoll was 
Mug on the floor, ‘ I had intended 
for my own bridal garment, JOast 
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uljr warlike eqtmpi&enta, and I 
leaceful dress ' 

_ made tJie necessary apolomts— 

ftQcby any meals depnve— ^ana so forth 
ft happily oecuied to him that it was 
V00 more abooidmg to militaiy rule that tht 
earl skonld he married in hia hack and bicast 
pieoeSt which dress h had seen the bndegrooiu 
WW at the union ot rimce Leo ot Wittksbach 
^th the youngcbl? (Unghtei of old Gtoigt 
Fr^enok oi Saxon;y, uiuUi the auspKcs ol ilir 

K t Gubtavus Adoli)hus, tlie I ion oi the 
* and so forth The good nsiuud young 
earl laughed ind ao(|uicscea, and tlius, having 
Seouied at least one moiry licc at his biidal, 
he put on a light and oinamciited cun ass, (on 
oealod partly by a vclvtt lohI, and jjartly by i 
broad blue silk scut, winch ho wok ovti his 
ihouldei, agreeably to his laiik and tlic iaslnon 
oi the times 

Everything was now anangtd aiid it hid 
been settled that, atcoiding to the custom ot 
the oountiy, the bride and biidcgiooiii sliould 
aot again meet until the > w(k beioio the iltai 
The ftoui had ilrt wly stiuck that suiuTiioucd 
ihe bridegroom thitlici, and lu oiilj w iitcd m 
i small anteioom adjacent to the cliipcl, foi tin 
naiq[Uis, who condescended to act as bride s man 
ijicsp the occasion Business icliting to tin 
irmy having suddenly Kquiitd lln maiqiiisb 
Liilrtant attention, JVlcnteith wiitid Ins ictuiu 
.t may be supposed, in souk iin])atif]U( siid 
when ho heird the dooi ot the ajiailmeiit 
)pen, ho said, laughin^^, Von ik lite upon 
paiade * 

*You will find I am too cariv snd AlUn 
M^Aiilay, who bui st into the apai tiin nt * L)i aw 
Mentoitn, and dotend youisell lik( a man, oi dn. 
.ike a dog < ’ 

‘You are mad, Allan * iiiswcrc I Kcntcitli, 
istonished alike at his sudd( i pc nance, ainl 
it the ifhuttoiable fuiy of his dcmcanoui His 
jheeks were livid — his tyis stilted fioni tlnii 
lookets — his lips weic coicKd with foim, and 
ils gestuios wcio those of a dcinoiiiat 
‘You he, tiaitoi*’ wis his fiantu icjily — 
'you he m that, as yon lu m all you have sud 
;o me Yom hfo is a lu > 

*Did I not speak my thoughts when I called 
iron mad,’ said Mcnhith indignantly, *y<mi 
iWtt life weie a bint one In what do j-n 
iharge mee#itli deceiving von ^ 

* Yon told me, answt i ( cl M ’ \ulay, ‘ th it you 
would not many Annot Lyh » alse ti utoi <— 
jhe now waits you at the altir ’ 

‘ It is you who sue ik 1 ils( , i etoi ted Menteith 
'I told you the obscurity of her biith was the 
mly bar tp our union— that is now icmovocl 
ma jrhom do you think youiself, that I should 
riaM up my pretensions m youi favoui < ’ 

‘DiUW, then,' said M‘Aiuay, *we understand 
)abh other/ 

‘ISfot now, said Menteith, ‘and not here 
^1^, ybu know me well— wait tdl to monow, 

* *thie iiStantf— or iwvei ,* ans^ ered 

yf'AukWf * Yoitr tnumph shall not go ftiithei 
;han Jwmr which is ^noken. ifenteith, I 
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defend yorr life I * As Jbe spoke, he seized the 
earVa hand, and wrung it with such frantic 
earnestness, that his giasp foioed tlie blood to 
stait undei the nails Menteith tlirewhim o& 
with violence, exclaiming, ‘ Begone, madman < ’ 

‘Iheii, bo the vision aceoinplished » * said 
All in, ind, chawing his duk, struck with lus 
wlioli gigantic force at the carl’s bosom» The 
teinjKi ol tin coisdct tliiew the point of the 
wcap(»n npw uds, but a deep wound took place 
Utwdii tlu iu(k 111(1 slioujdei, and the foio© 
of the blow pi c stub d the hiilegroom on the 
flooi Monti osf c nil ltd it one siiTe of the ante-^ 
loom Jbe biidal ( mi] my, alaiimd at the 
mist w(it 111 (qiiil 1] I itlunsion iiid suipiisc: 
blit (K Miniioso e mid almost sie what had 
li ippt lit (I All in M -A 111 1} had iiisht d past him, 
ind dtsttndfd tlu tistb stiiis hko lightning, 
(maids, sliul tin git( < exelumed MoiitrObe 
S(i/( him— kill Inn il lu iibists’ — ^ho shall 
die it lu w(ie my liotlui ' 

Hut Allan piostiabd, with a second blow ot 
liib daggei, a sintmcl who was upon duty — 
ti iv( iscd tlio e im]) like a mountain etcei, though 
puisucd by ill wlio caught the alarm — tliiew 
Iiimsdf into tlu nvti Jiid swimming to the 
o])posite side was soon list imong the woods. 
In the com sc ol tlu sanu evening his brothei 
Angus and his ftlhwcis 1 ft Montioses oamp, 
111(1 tikiiig lh( load lioiriew lid, never again 
i( joined him 

Ol All in himself it i said, that in a wondei'^ 
fully shoit s])a(e allti tht dttd wis committed, 
lit 1 uist into i loom in tlie castle of Inveiaiy, 
whtii Aigylt WIS sifting in eonncil, and Bung 
on tlu t iblo Ins bl )od) diik 

Is it tlu blood of IniuM (naham^* said 
Aig>le i gbistly evpitssioii of hope mixing 
with tlu tdioi which tlu sudden apparitaon 
iiatiuillj extittd 

‘ It is tlu I loot! ol his inniion,’ answered 
M Viiliy— ‘It is tlu Hood winch I was prc- 
(hstiiud to shed, tlicUj^li 1 would lathei have 
s| lit niy own 

Hiving thus s](kcii, he tinned and left tho 
cistle, and fiom tint inonuut nothing certain 
is known of liis fate As the boy Kenneth^ 
with tlnce of the CliilrlKii of the Mist, were 
seen Sion aftciwiids to tioss Loch Fyne, it IS 
snpiKised tluy dogged hib comae, and that ho 
jKiished by tneir hand in some obscure Wildei- 
ncss Auotlici opini n maintains, that iGlan 
M‘Aiilay went abioad and died a monk ot the 
Ciithusian oidcj But nothing beyond bore 
presunqitiou could eve be bi ought in support 
ol cithei opiiiiou 

His vengeance was much less complete thau 
lie jiiobahly fancied, for Menteith, though so 
sevtiely wounded as to leniain long m a danj^l 
oils state, was, by having adopted Major Dal- 
gcttj’s fojtunate lecommendation of a puirass 
as a bridal gaiment, happily secured fiom the 
woist consequences of the blow. But his 
services weie lost to Monti oso, and it uaC 
thought best that he should be conveyed with 
his intended countess, now truly a mourning 
bride, and should aoeompany bis wounded 
father-in law to .the oastle of 8x1 Duncan at 
Ardenvbhr* Dilwetty followed them to the 
water’s edge, retmnding Mentoitli of the neees 
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aity of Boonoe Drumsnab to oovor 

hiB Wiy*B naw^-aoquirod inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in safety, and 
Mehteith was in a few weolu so well in health, 
ae to be united to Aiinot in the castle of her 

&tW. 

' The Highlanders wore somewhat puzzled to 
reconcile Menteiih's recovery with the visions 
of the second-sight, and the more experienced 
seers were displeased with him for not having 
died. Blit others thought the credit of the 
vision sufficiently fulfilled, by the wound inflicted 
by the hand, and with the weapon, foretold, 
and all were of opinion that the incident of the 
ting, with the death’s head, related to the death 
of She bride’s father, wlioT did not survive her 
marriaM many mouths. The incredulous held 
that au this was idle dreaming, and that Allan’s 
supposed vision was but a conseiiuence of the 
private suggestions of his own iiassiou, whiidi, 
naving long seen in Menteith a rival more 
beloved than himself, struggled with his better 
nature, and impressed upon him, as it were 
involuntarily, the idea of killing his competitor 

Menteith did not recover siifliciently to join 
Montrose during his brief and glorious t‘aieer; 
and when that heroic general disbanded his 
army and retired from Scotland, Menteith le- 
solved to adopt the life of privacy which he 
led till the Kostoration. After that hap]iy 
event, he occupied a situation in tin* laud 
befitting his rank, lived long, liap}»y alike in 
public regal'd and in domestic aflection, and 
died at a good old age. 

Our dramatis persnnee have been so limited, 
that, excepting Montrose, whoso exploits and 
fate are the theme of history, we have only to 
mention Sir Dugald Dalgetty. This gentleman 
continued, with the most rigorous punctuality, 
to discharge his duty, and to receive his ])ay, 
until he was made prisoner, among others, uinm 
the field of Vhilipnaugb. He was condemned 
to share the fate of his fcllow-oHicers n])on that 
occasion, who were doomed to death rather by 
denunciations from the pul]>it th in the sentence 


either of civil or military triburt^j thBit bllcod 
being considered as n sort of 0 tiit.ofertng td 
away the guilt of the land, and the &te impost 
ui)on the Canaanites, und<|^ a special diap^nsatiop, 
being impiously and orueULy applied to them. 

Several Lowland officers in &e service df ihe 
Covenanters, inter^ded for Dalgetty on IdiiB 
occasion, representing him as a person whose 
skill would be useful in their army, and who 
would be readily induced to change service. 
But on this ])oint they found Sir Dugald Un-, 
expectedly obstinate. He had engaged vrith thjll!l|‘ 
king for a certain term, and, tiu that w|$^ 
exjiired, his principles would not permit a«J| 
shadow of changing. The Covenanters, again, 
understood no such nice distinction, and he was 
ill the utmost danger of falling a martyr, not to 
this or that j political principle, but merely to his 
own strict iaeas of a military enlistment. For- 
timately, bis friends discovered, by computation, 
that there remained but a fortnight to elapse of 
the engagement ho had formed, and to \mioh, 
though certiiin it was never to be renewed, no 
power on earth could make him false. With 
some difficulty they procured a reprieve for this 
shoit sjMicc, after which they found him peifeotly 
willing to come uiuicr any engagements they 
chose to dictate • lie entered the service of the 
Estates accordingly, and wrought himself Jfoir* 
ward to be major in Cilhert Ker’s corps, oommoftly 
called the Kirk’s Own Regiment of Horse. Of 
his further history w c know nothing, until wo 
lind him in ])Ohscs8ion of his ])aten)al estate of 
Drnmthw acket, which he acquired, not by the 
sword, but by a pacific intermarriage with 
Hannah Strai'lfan, a matron somewhat stricken 
in years, the widow of the Aberdeenshire Cove- 
nan tci. 

Sir Dugald is supj>osed to have survived the 
Revolution, as traditions of no very distant date 
represent him as cruising about in that country, 
very old, vciy deaf, and very full of interininabio * 
stories about the immortal Ciistaviis Adolphus, 
tlie Lion of the Horth, and the bulwark of the 
Protestant faith. 
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NOTES TO A LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 


Norlt A, p. 1 .“ Captain Dalgetty op Prfstonpans. 

iThe character of Sergeant M'Alpin may piobably be 
bunded on that of the Authoi's old acquaintance^ Dalgetty 
if Prestonpans, whose name has been immortalircd m the 
Jjegend of Montrose. ' The Author in his Autobiography 
.peEdt« of him thus : 

‘ 1 remained some weeks at I'restonpans, a circumstance 
lOt worth mentioning, excepting to letoid my juvenile 
Otimacy with an old military veteran, Dalgetty by name, 
pho had pitched his tent in that little village, after all his 
lampaigns, subsisting upon an ensign’s half-pay, though 
tailed by courtesy a captain. As this old gentlenuin, who 
lad been in all the Gei man war* , found very few to listen 
o his t^es of military feats, he formed a sort of alliancu 
vith me, and 1 used uivaiiably to^ attend him for the 
ileasure of hearing those communications. Sometimes 
lUr conversation turned on the American war, which was 
heis raging. It was about the lime of Buigoyne’s iinfoi- 
unate exj^ition, to which my captain and 1 augured 
lifferent conclusions. Somebody had showed me a map 
if North America, and, struck with the rugged appeal - 
incc of the countiy, and the quantity of lakes, I exptessed 
ome doubts on the subject of the geneial s arriving safely 
kt the end of his jourue)^ which were very indignantly 
efuted by the captain. 'The ncHs of the Saratoga dis- 
liter, while it gave me a little triumplj, rather shook my 
ntimacy with the veteran.'] 


Note B, p, 6 .— From Edinburgh Rfview, No. 65. 

'There is too much, perhaps, of Dalgetty , — 01 lathei, 
le engrosses too great a proportion of the work,— for, in 
litnseTf, ifre think he is uniformly entei taining ; and the 
.uthor has nowhere shown more alTuiity to that matchless 
pirit who could bring out bis FalstaflTs and his Pistols, in 
JCt after act, and play after play, and exercise them every 
hne w^th scen^ of unbounded loquacity, without citliei 
xhausting their humoui, or varying n note fiom its 
liaracteristic tone, than in his large and reiterated speci- 
aens of the eloquence of the ledoubted ritt-mastci. The 
[eneral^ idea of the character is familiar to our comic 
iramatists after the Restoiation - and nia> be said in 
ome measure to lie compounded of Captain Fluellen and 
Ibbadil ; but the ludic roiis combination of the soMac/a 
fith the divinity student of Marischal College is entin ly 
al ; anderhe mixture of talent, selfishness, courage, 
rawness, and conceit, was never so happily exemplified, 
lumerous ^ his speeches are, there is not one that is not 
‘(tic — and, to our taste, divertmgly ludicrous,' 


! Note C, p. 17 .— Morgenstern. 

I This was a sort of club or mace, used in the earlier part 
if the seventeenth century in the defence of breaches and 
rails. I^hen the Germans insulted a Scotch regiment 
ben besieged at Trailsund [Stralsundl, saying they heard 
here was a ship come from Denmark to them laden with 
obaeeoand pipes, * One of our soldiers ' says Colonel Robert 
dtmro, 'showing them, over the worke, a Morgan sterne, 
nade of a large stock banded with iron^ like the shaft of a 
lall^, lldth a round globe at the end with cross iron pikes, 
Wi Here is one of the tobacco pipes wherewith we will 
(eat out yoiwr brabs when you intend to stonn us." ' 


Kot» Di p* 34.— Fife Undertakers. 

In th4 James VL| an attempt of rather an e 

raoTdlniu^ mmi was made todvUise the eatfeme northei 


part of the I lebi idcan Ai chipelago. That monarch jpanted 
the property of the Island of Lewis, as if it had beeh flih 
unknown and savage country, to a iltiniber of Lowlaml 
gentlemen, called undertakers, chiefly natives of the shire 
of hife, that they might colonize and settle there* The 
entei pi ise was at first successful, but the natives of the 
island, Madeods and MocKenrics, rose on the Lowland 
adventureis, and put most of them to the sword* 


Note E, p. 36 . —Literal Translation. 

The .idmircrs of puie Celtic antiquity, notwithstanding 
the i Icganct* of the above translation, may be desirous to 
see a literal translation from the original Gaelic, which we 
therefoie subioin ; and have only to add, that the original 
IS deposited with Mr. Jedediah Cleishbotham. 


Literal rtan^laiion 

The hail-blact had d lifted away upon the wings of the 
gale of autumn. The sun looked from between the clouds, 
pale as the wounded hero who rears his head feebly on 
the heath when the loar of battle hath passed over him. 

Finele, the Lady of the Castle, came forth to see bar 
maidens pass to the herds with their leglins.* 

Theie sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak>tree of 
appointment. The viiihcied leaves fell around her, and 
lier hcait was more withered than they. 

The p«ircnt of the ice [poetically taken for the froet] still 
congealed llio hail-dro])s in hei hair ; they were like the 
specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs of the 
blackened .uid half-consumed oak that blazes in the ball* 
And the maiden said, ‘(iive me comfort. Lady, I am 
an orphan child.’ And the Lady replied, 'How can^l 
give that which 1 have not^ 1 am the widow of a slaih 
loid, the mother of a perished child. When I fled in my 
fc.xr fiom the vengeance of my husband's foe, our bark Wtm 
overwhelmed in the tide, and my inftxnt peiished* This 
w*is on *St. Bridget’s morn, near the strong Lyns of 
Campsie. May ill luck light upon the day,’^ And the 
nuiden answered, 'It was on St. Bridget^S morn, and 
twelve hai vests before this time, that the fishermeq of 
Campsie drew in their nets neither grilse nor salmon, 
but an infant half dead, who hath since lived in misery, 
and must die. unless she is now aided.’ And the Lany 
answered, ' Blessed be St. Bridget and her morn, for the$e 
aie the dark eyes and the falcon look of my slahi lord; 
and thine shall be the inheritance of his widow.' And 
she called for her waiting attendants, and she bade them 
clothe that maiden in silk, and in samite ; and the pearls 
which they wove among her black tresses were whiter than 
the frozen hiul-drops. 


Noifc F, p. 41 .— Fidfs et Fiducia sunt rblativA. 

'The military men of the times argued upon depend- 
enci^ of honour, as^ they called them, with all the meta- 
physical argumentation of civilians or school divines. 

The English officer to whom Sir James Turner was 
prisoner after the rout at Uttoxeter, demanded his parole 
of honour not to go beyond the walls of Hull without 
liberty. ‘He brought me the message bimself*~I told 
hun I was ready to do so, provided he removed his guards 
from me. iotfidet eifidwna sunt rsiativa ; and if he took 
my word for my fidelity, he was obliged to trust it, other- 
wise Jt sw needless for him to seek it, and in vain for me 
to give it ; and therefore 1 beseeched him either to give 
trnst to my word, which I would not break, or hit own 
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gifi\jt!^ '^o I iupPOsed wouU not deceive him In thift 
hlwqutMaif I mU vnth him, because I knew him to be a 
'^Timvfar's Mtfnotrst p 6o The Lnghsh officer 
the strength of the reasoning , but that concise 
rhtihdiier Cromyrell soon put an end to the dilemma * Sir 
Jaxata Turner must give nis paiole, or be laid In iions ' 


I^OtS 0 , p 56 —Mil TONS RiDicuir 01- Scotiish 
Namf'- 


Milton's book, entitled Tetrichordon had been iidi 
culed, It uould seem, by the divines asseinUcd u Vlist 
minster and others on au iiint of the hardness of tin. 
title, and Milton m his s nncl letahatts uion the 1 ir 
hsrous Scottish names vihieh the civil war had nude 
familiar to English eais 


^ .. — — wh\ IS It 1 ir 1 r ir tlnn C t ion 

Ctflkitto or M It 1 mcl r t 1 1 j ? 

Those ruLgtd imst rlk n tJsirw 1 k 
Ibat would hise I al Oiirtilm slirt i i j | 


We may suppose sa\s 1 ishop Newt n *that the e 
*rerc persons of note ara>m tin S ^t<h nn ust is who 
were for pressing and uifncii ^ tin C nenant where is 
Milton only intend t > luliculc tin barl ansm t f S >ttish 
names in gcneial and qu )ics indi criinmatth ihit f 
C^ilespie, one of the Apostlis f tl e C jvtnant in 1 th t 
of Colkitto ami M Dotineli (I ith I dont,ini, t in j. is i), 
one of Its bittciesi cn&mics 


Noil H, p 6f — WiAiiHs 

A species of appariti n smiilai tj what tht ( eimans 
call a Double (»anger was b litvi 1 in 1 > tli C ilti tribes 
and is still considered as in emlUm of mi fniunc t 
death Mr Kirk (see N jte t ) K b K > \ >1 iv p f^li) 
the minister of Aberloil, win will id d uht be ibk ti tell 
us more of the miticr sb:)uld he ever come back, from 
1 airy land, gii cs us the ft 11 wins 
*Somemtuofthatex dud isht(whithei l\ iitornatiiiO 
have told mi tlicj Iiive seen at these nKUtin£,s ad ullt 
nun, or the shipe if some man iii t\v) 1 1 1 ts that is i 
superterranean ind a s bun in in inhditiiit pciferil/ 
resembling one iinthir in dl punts wh m he n twitl 
standing, could cisily distinj^uish lu fi m in thir Iv 
some secret loi I ens ind i ]. ti iii ns ind s j, sj t ik t ih 
num his m ighboui and famdiu ] i sing I > tin ippuiti n 
or resemblance of him I hey av u h tint titrv tUmciit 
and different stitc if 1 cing h ue aniinds rcstiid Imj, ih c 
of another clemc nt is tli re 1 e fishc s s imcttincs at se i 
resepibhng Monks of 1 tt trl i i dl ihtu h xls mi 
drosses, so as the K mininvt. n n f c dmllillun is 
and guardian angills partic 1 ily is ij,ncd is c die J ly 
them ane Ignorant mist ike sprun^cnlyf in this nginall 
They call this re flex man a Ct \V dl ei tveiy wiy like lie 
man, as a twin brother ml c imp mi n h unling him s 
his shadow, as is oft seen an I 1 n wn amsng men re sc in 
bhng tbO oiigiiiill boili btf re and fur the u,,in-iM is 
<|eadL and was also often sec n f ol 1 1 1 e (c i a h is I y 
vyhich the people knew thit the per on f th u hketu s 
to viSite them within a few day J liis < ij y cth >r 
liyipg picture, goes itt last to his own h id It ace m 
1 that person sc long and fre picntly for ends best | 



known to it$ Mlve, whether to geard bim 
assaults of some of its own felksi er only a| an 
ape to counterfeit all his actions. 
ivealtk, p 3 A 

Ihe two following apparition^, resembliiitf the ^ 
Allan M'Aulay in the text, £^r in a treatise Oh 
Sfcof^ etc By Theo^tlus Ifisulanus, 
it 1 dinburgh, 1763, lamo 

* Lirbii i Maepherson, relict of the deceased Mr* Alw ci 
inder MacLeod, late minister of bt Kildo, inform^ ftieWe 
n itivi s of that island hod a particular kind of the secoinid- 
sight winch IS alwav* i forerunner of their approa^lMg 
end Some months before they sicken they are 
with m i^pirition resembling themselves m all respectSi 

IS to their ptison features or cloathing This Unogfe. 
seemingly inmntcd walks with them 111 the fields in broad 
d ly hi,ht and if they arc employed in c elving, harrowing, 
se (d s >w me, nr any other orcui>atiun, they are at the 
lime mimicked hy this ghostly visitant My infoKiner 
idde 1 fin the r that hiving visited a sick person ^ tlw 
inhibit mts she htd the curiosity tj enquire of bim if at 
a J ac he hid seen my u semblance of himself as a^V6 
desmbeel, he answeied ni the aflirmative, and told faOr, 
that tv mikc fuithci tual, as he was going out of his 
he use in i mor iing, he put on stiaw rope garters instead 
f th )se he f rmet ly used and having gone to the fieidSi 
his thcr self ajpcaicd in su h girtets The conclusion 
w 1 the sick mm died of th if ulmciit and she no longer 
que Stic ncel the ti utli i f those ) cmark ible presages ^ 9^ 
Mirgiicf Made d an hnust worn in advanced iH 
yens inf mie I me tl it when she was a young woman 
in the f irmly f ( rishinnsh i el iirym lul who daily used 
tv held the r lives m a \ irl clv^c to tht h>ust, observed, 
It difltient times aw min resembling herself in sh^pe 
m 1 attiie w ilkir }, s jhf iry it n j pie it distance from her, 
nd hciiiK ‘in pi IS! I ii th ip| irition to make fiiitber 
tii il si t pul the I i( k put t f he r upper c irment foremost, 
ml m n thi plunt ni w i die seel in Inc seme manner, 
whith inaih hti uneisy behevinp it pvrtended some fatal 
e Misetiuenec t > herselt In sh rt lime thereafter she was 
ei/td with a fever whi h Ireu^ht hei to her end, but 
I f r 1 < r SI km ss an 1 n her dcithbed, declared this 
stton I sipl t t V sev ei ils (p *0) 


Noil I I 7, Anipiw Mn)oN%LD 

f I lK«-e verses f M Ikn ilel s given by the Author as a 
Ir sliti n f I Iiiile ( itlu soup oeeiiras All aavii , 
witli sivenl veil il v in iti n m Jf ovc end loyalty, an 
jeri nclidedmtln j- i hum ns volume entitled * The 
Miscell int ti ^\ iks of A M J) nald, including the 
Jraptdy f\imnii etc I nd 1701,810 THt author, 
\ndiiw M 1 ) n ild w is b rn it 1 eith, the son of George 
T) mil i piricner litre in the year 17S5 lie was 
e Jut lU I it J dull luuli I d was ordoimcl u<acoit,in the 
f IIS pd Chiirth (1 S vtlantl by Pishrp lorbes in 1775. 
\t Ibis Unit he pitfiv d M ic t his mme, and two years 
litei I id ihf* halt, f i 1 itl neir ( lisgow, but owing 
1 mt tlis iiies 1 left lint eily ind devoteo himself 10 
liter iture lirM it I hi 1 111 qh mellifUily to follow gut 
his tl c iirit il SI t 111 vti ns in I oiidnn, where he died in 
pieat I verty it K< nti li I iwn trd August 1790, *ftdling 
I victim It the iu( f f tl nty five, to sickness, aisappooint* 
incut iiid ini fottuue J 



APPENDIX rO A LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 


I Clan Alun Vow (su p 4) 

1 HE ticarcit> of my 1 it« fritnd s pt <?iii in In me \i ust 
for adding the spu ittd c m-lusion < 1 ( Hn Alpin s \ ow 
The Clan ^xiegoi has met 111 the intitiit Chunh of P d 

a uhidder Ihe he id of Diuminond 1 inoch is plictd on 

le altar, covered far *1 time with the biuntr cf the tribe 
Ihe chief of the tube ul\ moe^ to the ilt*!! , 

And piusine i ti tl t. I 'inner i, ir I 
Then cried m sciin \iith liii}, r rus 1 
^Ihis was th I n f Seotla ds ki e 
And will i qiiiel uid II 1 1 
Tcssini; th« ];a},eiiU s ft n iwiy 
Th( dead iiiai s hi \ I t f i liii I <y 
Uniiiuved hi scuii i tie \isig< ir 
Ihl (lilted Ijlks M te li k Mill tjrc 
1 he feUiires viith luulsi 1 ^ 1 

The ( yes contoitid sunk tr I hin 
I)ut uiiipp ill d III u i,rv I I 
With lovciing I r i unm m 1 1 st d 
Upon the hei 1 h 1 artd r ehl hi I 
laid the oth( r ^ 1 1 j 1 I s 1 1 u I 
Then kneeling irit 1 1 llrivinlsviC i 

This deed if di Uh J uwi anl shaie 
As truly fully mint is tha it,h 
1 his my right h uid li 1 1 I ill th 1 1 v 
Come tlien i ur 1 ^ n n 1 1 c me ill 
If to roveiiL ths util fill 
Oni blade Is I u 1 i U v ilt lu 
Muic evirlistiiu i ml] i 
7o cl urn from (I in r cli i fi Jiii h i 
In rctiibution Im b fui lui I 
In su Idin fr ly i < | n Iril 
lilts Atcel shill rinl r hfi f i life 

lie ceased an 1 it Ins li L miik no I 
7 hr clansmen t tl t ill ir tr 1 
And not x whispti lieith 1 u nil 
And nought w s h ar 1 1 1 in rt il s t n I 
Save from the il inking aims th j lou 
That rattle 1 on thi in i rile floor 
And each as ht ipi ro u h 1 in haste 
Upon the sc dp his rq ht hand i laei I 
With livid hns and g ither d I r v 
I^ach utter (1 in his turn the sow 
Fierce Malcolm wateh d tl t p iss n^, s tne 
And search d them through witl glmics keen. 

Then dtshd i teirdr p In in his eye 
Unbid it c line -he knew not why 
Lxulting liieh he t jweriiig str a 
Klnsinon ne iried if Alims bio id 
And worthy of Clan Alpin s name 
Unstaind by cowardice and shimi, 
hen df, ^atr tochU iii time f ill 
Shall be Clan Alpin s legend still I 


j 11 Children op ihk Mist (see p 4) 

^ If bESbeen di&putecl whether the Childteii of the Mist 
were actttEl MacGregors, or wht tlur tlie> weie not outi iws 
hEmed MacDonald, belonging to Aidnatnuichaii llu 
MlalWing apt of the Pi ivy Council semi to deenle the 
question 


IDINIIICII 4/« / litifV 115*^9 

* ’l^e same day the T orels of Stint ( ouncil bung 
Lredimie inlhrmed of the cniel and nnschcivous proccidiiig 
pf the wicked CUngngot, so hmg continuemg in hlood 
slElllffatW^hertibips, manifest reifts, and stouths commit ted 
UptNft hi)) Mieness' peacxable and good sulnects , inhabiting 
tMGOmtiriesewest the hrays of the Highlands, thir money 
specially heir after the cruel murder of 
Drummond of DnimmoneyrjM»ch, his M4jes- 
^ tennant, and ane of his fosteri of Glenartney, 

[ dpoE Che, day of lasthypast, 


bo Cl t tin Tlhi s id ( 1 in be >e i luneil and determination 
(the bull iv w unit defend tlu iuthois thereof qOevei 
vvildpiisew f r KVf* ui I the sum qtihill the said Jo 
w IS (e upied m el int jf vents mi tj his Hientss, at 
( xmmand of l^at 1 rid Diumitiend strwut of Strathorne, 
tnd pniiiii il fuiestei ol (ilmutney, the Queem his 
Mijesties di in si spousi bum, yn sli ithe lo^ed for to 
11 rive ni this leibii Til is iftei the murder coili* 
milted, the luth its theiof eutleel oft tin said umquhill 
J > Diumin nd s held mil r mud the snme to the 1 aird 
otM (nif, 1, wh> iiid the hull suinimt of M'Oiigors^ur- 
p sely e Mivtined iij n the SuiuItj tluiaftei, it the Kttk 
jf J*tiehquhid ler , eiuhui they ciiised the said umeiuhlU 
Johns held to be ] lesenled to them, end there avowing 
the sd iiitir 11 r i h ivi 1 1 en ce mmitted by then f oinmumon, 
eouncil, 11 d deu mini iti 11 Hid then hands upon the MW, 
md in eithnik and Intb 11 u ni innei, swear to defend the 
luthots of the sd minder in m ust pi Jiid contempt of our 
sovei iin I Old ind hi auth >iitii end in evil exmiple to 
utheis wiektd hitimaiis to do the hkt, give this sail be 
suftt lid t } urn tin unpunished 

Ihin fdlms 1 ccniinissiMi (f the F iris of Huntly, 
\igyle, Atl le M ntio e Pit J oid Dinmmond^ Ja 
C Mnmend it m e f Ineheflr i> And C inipbel of I ochinnel, 
ihineu Cuiipbil of Atdlinklis i iu< hltne M'Intosh e^f 
I hum iueJit ini , Sir J Muiryi of lullibaiden, knt , Geo 
1 uc Inn in of th It 111 iiid And M I u Hne of Ariquoeher, 
t) eaieh f( t ind ij pif bend A 1 istei M'Cffkoi ofGIeflisti'e 
(ml i numhei of e thus n miinatini) ‘ ind all others of thit 
, s lid C 1 111^,1 11, 1 , jr the sistir , e ulp ihle of the said odiOtis 
* imiithu Cl of lliifl reset of thift htrships, and somiilgs, 
quhcievir they may be ippuheiii'ed And if they lefuse 
to be taken, 01 flees t j stie ninths and houses, to pursue and 
issege them with fire ind sw nd and this commission to 
eiiduie foi the spxee of thiee ye us 
Such wis the system of police in 1589, and such the 
stue of Scotland upiily thiity yiais after the Reforma* 

I tioii 


III Di- A I H 01 Loi D Kili on r (see p. 6). 

Communicated to the Author by Robert btewETt Of 
Vrdvoirheh 

‘ Ai 1 Houc H I hive not the honour of being personally 
known to you, I hope you will excuse the liS^ty 1 now 
tike, in addiessing you 011 the subject of a transaction more 
than once alluded to by y >u, in which an ancestor of mine 
was unhappily c oneemed I allude to the slaughter of Lord 
Kili>ont, son of the P ail of Airth and Monteith, in i 6 f 4 t ^ 
James Stewart of Aidvuiilich As the cause of this Un- 
hapi>y event, and the quart el which led to it, have never 
been euneetly stated in any history of the period in which 
It took place, 1 am induced, m e onscqueiiee of your having, 
in the second scries of yuiit .iilmirable J ales on the History 
of Seotlind, adopted Wishaits version of the transaction, 
end being iware tbit your having done So will stamp it 
with 111 lEthenticUy which it does not merit, and witn a 
view, as far as possible, to do justice to the memory of my 
unfoitunate anccitor, to send you the account of this aftaii 
«is it has been hinded down 111 the family 

* James Stew ait of Ardvoirhch, who Jived m the eaily 
part of the 17th century, and who was the unlucky cause 
of th^ slaughter of I ord Kilpont, as before mentioned, was 
appointed to the command of one of several independent 
companies raised in the Highlands at the commencement 
of the troubles in the reign m Charles I ; another of these 
companies was under the command of Ta>rd Kilpont, and a 
strong intimacy, strengthened by a distant relationship, 
snlaiisted betwe^ them When Montrose raised the royal 
standard, Ardvoirhch wasone of the first to declare fc him, 
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Is saS4 to have been a principal means of bringing over 
Ki^nl to the same chuse ; and they accordmgly, 
along vita Sir John Drummond and their respective fol* 
loveTSf joined MontrosCi as recorded by Wishart, at Buch> 
anty. While they served togethwt so strong was their 
indmacy that they lived and uept in the same tent. 

'jbl the meantime, Montrose had been joined by the 
Irish* under the command of Alexander Macdonald ; these, 
on ^eir march to join Montrose, had committed some ex- 
cesses on lands belonging to Ardvoirlicl^ which lay in the 
line of their march from the west coast. Of this Ai d von lich 
complained to Montrose, who, probably wishing as much 
as possible to conciliate his new allies, treated it in rathei 
an evasive manner. Ardvoirlich, who was a man of violent 
passions* having failed to receive such satisfaction as lit* 
required, challenged Macdonald to sin^'lc combat. Befoir 
they met, however, Monti ose, on the information and by 
advice, as it is said, of Kilpont, laid them both undei 
arr^t. Montrose, seeing the evils of such a feud at such 
a critical time, effected a sort of lecoia ihation between 
them, and forced them to shake hanrls in his piist in *»• 
when, it was said, that Ardvoirlich, A\ho was a ^ cry power- 
ful man, took such a hold of Macdonald’- hand .is to make 
the blood start from his Angers. Si ill, it would appear, 
Ardvoirlich was by no means reconciled. 

* A few days aftei the battle of Tippeimuir, when Mon- 
trose with his army was encamped at ColLsce, an entertain- 
nient was given by him to his officers, in honour of tite 
victory he had obtained, and Kilpont and his comrade 
Ardvoirlich were of the party. After leturning to their 
quarters, Ardvoirlich, who seemed still to brood ovei his 
quarrel with Macdonald, and being lieated with dtink, 
began to blame Lord Kilpont for the part he had taken in 
preventing his obtaining redress, and reflecting against 
Montrose for not allowing him what he cunsideicd piopei 
reparation. Kilpont of cum so defended the conduct of 
himself and his relative Montrose, till their argument 
came to high words, and Anally, from the state they were 
both in, by an easy transition, to blows, when Ardvoirlich, 
with his dirk, struck Kilpont dead on the spot. He imme- 
diately fled, and under the cover of a thick mist esc«ipcd 
pursuit, leaving his eldest son llcni^', who had been mor- 
tally wounded at Tippermuir, on his death-lied. 

*His followers immediately withdiew fiom Montrose, 
and no course remainto for him but to tluow himself into 
the arms of the opposite faction, by whom he was well 
received. His name is frequently mentioned in Leslies 
emmpaigns, and on more than one occasion he is men- 
tioned as having affonled protection to sevcr.d of his 
former friends through his intciest with Leslie, w'hen the 
king’s cause became desperate. 

‘The foregoing account of this unfortunate transaction, 
1 am well aware, diflTers m.itcrially fioni the accuiint given 
by Wishait, who alleges that btewtait had laid a plot fur 
tue assassination of ISluuticsc, and that he murdered Ix>i<l 


Kilpout in consequence oi; his refbaal to 
design. Now, I may be allowed to retniu'k* 

Wishart having always been regarded as a f^itd 
and very questionable authority on any subject 
with the motives or conduct (tf those who n«m 

him in opinion, that even had Stewart formed Stt^ a 
design. Kilpont, from his name and connections, was: w sly 
to be the very last man of whom Stewart would choose to 
make a confldant and accomplice. On the other hand* the 
above account, though never, tiiat I am aware* before 
hinted at* has been a constant tradition in the family; 
and, from the comparative recent date of the transaction* 
and the sources from which the tradition has been derived, 
I have no i eason to doubt its perfect authenticity. It Was* 
most circumstantially detailed as above, given to my father, 
Mr. Stewart, now of Ardvoirlich. many ymrs ago, oy a man 
nearly connected with the family, who lived to the age of 
f(x>. This man was a great-grandson of James Stewart, 
by a natural son John, of whom many stories are still cur- 
iciit in this country, under his appellation of John dhu 
Mhui. Ihis John w'us with his father at the time, and o> 
course was a witness of the whole transaction ; ^he lived to 
a considerable time after the Revolution, and it was from 
him that my father’s informant, who was a man before his 
grandfaibei John dhu Mhoi 's death, received the informa- 
tion as above stated. 

* 1 have many apologies to offer for trespassing so long 
on ) our p.iticnce ; but I felt a natural desire, if possible, 
to correct w'hat I conceive to be gioimdless imputation 
on the memory of rny ancestor, before it .shall come to be 
Lonsiderud as a matter of histoiy. That he was a man of 
violent passions and singular temper, 1 do not pretend to 
deny, as many traditions still current in this country amply 
verify ; but that he was ca]>ablc of forming a d^gn to 
assassinate Montrose, the whole tenor of his former Con- 
duct and principles contradicts. That he was obliged to 
join the opposite p.irty was merely a matter of safety, while 
Kilpont had so many poweiful friends and connections 
able and ready to avenge his death. 

* I have only to add, that you h.ive my full permlsMon 
to make what use of this communication you please* and 
either to reject it altogether, or allow it such credit as you 
think it deserves; and 1 shall be ready at all times to 
fuinisli you with any further information on this subject 
which you may lequtrc, and w'hicli it may be in my power 
to afford. 

* Arovoiri ICH, January, 1830.' 


The public.1l ion of a statement so particular* and pro- 
bably so correct, is a <lebt duo to tlic memory of James 
Stewart; the victim, it would seem, of his ovfp violent 
p:i.ssiv)ns, but perhaps incapable of an act of premedilt^ted 
trcachei^ . 


[The Glossal y to A Legend of Montrose will be found at the end of The Black Dwarf, page 244.] 



THE BLACK DWARF 



Note. — Tlie Black Dwarf forms tlie first of the Talcs of my Lmidlord, First Series, 
tlie other tale being Old Mortality. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE BLACK DWARF (1830). 


being who is heic as t/sicf 

m wMude, and haunted by a (onsnoubiass 
1$ mndeformdVj and a suspuwn of his being 
suhjiciid to the s otn of his /tllon men 
not aUogctJur iniaffuianj An indi'iuiual 
ted many ijeais mue, unda thi Anthoi s 
whuh buqgisied siuh a ikatada 
spoor unfortwnaU mans nam< a as Iktud 
dmet a nathw of Tumid ah Hi uas tia son 

i lahowiei in the slah guanas of Siobo, and 
4 have been boin ui the misshafnii/oim nhah 
*<xhibvtedf though la sonutimis impiihd it 1 o 
isage when in mfam y Ih n as bnd a hi ush 
'cer at Eduibun'ghf and had vandtnd to siveral 
•e$f working at his tiadi^ ft am alt uliah h 
' ehOBed byih disagniabk a tf nit ion a huh h s 
wm svngulantif of fonn and fai attnutid 
revel he camt 'Hu Auihot undn stood him 
ly he had even bent in Dublin 
*md at hnglh of bung tin oh)nl of shouts^ 
fhter^ and dnision^ iJaxid luhJia nsoludy 
a dier hinvtcd fioin tfu h tdy to nfuni lo 
c WildemesSf nheii h( miihf han tfu hast 
ible communioatum xoith th uoi/d ihuh 
ed at him He si tth d hi m dftV ith this i u u , 
n a^edch of xoild moorland at the bottom of a 
fc (m the farm of Wood house, 1 1 the siguestacd 
! gf the small tivir Mann, in Jhdihsshirc 
few people who had octasum to 2)ass that 
f were much mrpnsid, atuf somi superstitious 
ms a little alaimed, to see so sfiangt a figu'^t 
Hofutfd Dame (i e Ciooked JJaind) unpJoyul in 
%sk for which he sunud so totally unfit as 
1 of erecting a house 'Ihe cottage xihich he 
was ijcfrcnichi small, but flu xvaf/s, as mil 
hose ofUlMt gardin that sinroiuidid it, mn 
^TVbCted wUh an amhdious digiee of solidity, 
composed of layirs of hit ye stoms and turf, 
some of the conur slants une so weighty, os 
fiMe the sp(daiois how such a pnson as tfu 
\Ueei eauid possibly havi saised than In 
, Damd recaved fiom passnigns, oi ffiosi nho 
4 oiUracted by cuuosdy, a good deal of assist 
txmd ae no om hn/ew how muth aid had Inni 
^ bp oQuers, the wonder of cath indmdual n 
Ined mdhminislud 

j^repmetor of the qrownd, the late Sir Jaim s 
Baromty ehmiced to pass this siTvgular 
whviht hawng hem placed there wvthowt 
M! # hem asked or gfi-uen, formed an exact 
kfhi BaUtaffs simih of a ^favr h<me 
yromd-f so tfusd pcor Dwcid 

^ M 0t¥m Of ^ 


jiojiiietor cniatunirf no tth a cf (mctintf suth a 
forjatun, but nadihj saiutwned tfu hannkss 
aid oat hm cut 

J he 2)t I sonal drs( I iption of Elshendci of Msjwklc^ 
slant Moot has bitn gtnanllx/ alloutd to be a 
toll t ably I tact and ututaggctahd 2^artrait of 
David (f Manot ll aft/ Jh u as not quite three 
fat and a half high, since hi louhl stand upright 
in the door if his mansion uhitli was just tiled 
fuigfit 'Jfu follon ingpaiiu ulai s crniaming Hu 
figure and hniptt occui in thi Scots Magaixnefor 
IHI4, and arc now unda stood to have been com* 
munitaltd by tfu ingenious Mi Ikibcrt Chambers 
Of JUlinbingh, uho has luoidtd uiifi much spwd 
(hi haditions if tfu Good loan, and, in other 
publuaiu ns, hugely and agitiahly addtd to the 
stocl of oin pipulai antigndus 2 fi is the 
coittifi yinan if Daiul hdthu a al fuul the best 
iuctss to iolftif ana f tot s if him 

Ills si Jilt, says this tndhonfy, * ufiich was of 
an oblong and tulfut unusual shape, uas said to 
I of siuh stungth, that 1 u lould stnkcilwdh 
last thiough tfu paiuf of a (foot, oi tfu end <f a 
land His laugh is said to halt hem guide 
hi mbit, and his s ntdi on I voice, shmll, un^ 
(outh, and dissonant, contspondtd ucll udh hns 
otlui jntuhai it us 

* 7 fi It uas nothing my u/iicommon aboid hsA 
dress Hi usually non an old slouclud hod when 
hi iitnt ahmad , and when at home, a sort <f 
ton I, 07 nightcap H< luvtr xooic shoes, bet/nig 
unable to adapt them to fiis misshapen, fnUhi 
feet, but always had both jccb and legs nude c<wt 
tiahd, and u/aig/td up with pieces of ctofK Be 
always walhd uUh a smt of pole or pihe* 8 to^, 
eonsideiably fallei than himself. His haBds were, 
til many /tspuf% singular, and indixaftxd Cs miSid 
congenial to ds vneorUh tabernacle. A Jealous, 
mimnthiopual, and irtitabU temper wus hts 
2/ronunnit chaiadiristic. The sense of kts ^ 
fiftmUy fiaunkd him lih a 2diantoni. And the 
insults and sioin to which this txfposcd h%in, 
poisomd his heatt with furce and Idtei feelings, 
which, fiom otlur points in his charader, dOfwt 
appear to have been moic laigely infused into 
ongmal temperament than that of hisjMm'^men, 

* He detisUd ihihirat, on auount tf thmr pro* 
pensUy to inrulf and persecute h m To strangers 
fw was generally reserved, craldied, and surly ^ 
and though he by no means refused amstifmee or 
chanty, he seldom either expressed or ixhibded 
nmch ^atdvde. Evm towards persons who had 
hem his grscdotd hentfaxtors, amd who possessed the 
greoded share tf his good*w%ll, he frequdrdlv d%s* 
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fmc^ and jeahu^y, A lady toko 

hum Mm/rom his and V3^ has 

us ^ most obligmg mamer vjUh 
wrHmksrs respecting him, saps, UuU al- 
mmg% Jksois shatoed as mvch resp^ amd aUach- 
ilisnd to Iter father* s family as ii was in his 
mSwts to show to any, yet they were aZvjays 
Migsd to he very caiUious in their deportmmt 
towards him. One day, when she had gone to visit 
him wUh atwther lady, he took them through his 
garden, and was showwg than, with much pride 
and good-humour, all his rich and tastefully 
assorted borders, when they happened to stop near cr 
of cabbages which had been somewhat injured 
by ^ caterpillars. Davie, ob^nrvhig one of the 
ladies smile, instantly assumed h is savage, scowl- 
ing aspect, rushed among the cabbages, and dashed 
them to pieces with hi» keut, exclaiming, I hate 
the worms, for they mock me ! ” 

* Another lady, likewise a friend and aequaint- 
anoe of his, very unintentionally gave David 
mortal offence on a similar occasion. Throwing 
back his jealous glance as he was ushering her 
into his garden, he faneied he observed her spit, 
and exclaimed, with great ferocity, Am I a toad, 
woman J that ye spit at me— that ye spit at me ? ” 
md wiDiovJt listening to any ansmr or excuse, 
drove her out of his garden with imprecations and 
insult. When irritated by persons for whom he 
entertained little respect, his m isanthro])y dis- 
played itself in words, aiA sometimes in actions, 
of dill greater rudeness; and he used on such 
occasions the 'most unusual and singularly sa'oage 
i/mprecations ami threats.’ * 

Nature maintains a certain balance of good and 
evil in all her works; and th re is no state perhaps 
so utterly desolate, which does not possess somr 
source of gratification peculiar to itself. This 
poor man, whose misanthropy was founded in a 
sense of his own prctemuitural deformity, had 
yet his own particular enjoyments. Driccii into 
solitude, he becasne an admirer vf the beauties of 
nature. His garden, vdiieh he sedulously culti- 
voded, and from a piece of wild moorland made a 
wry productive spot, was his prUlc and his delight; 
bud he was also an admirer of more natural 
beauty: the soft smep of the green hill, the bub- 
bling of a dear fountain, or the complexities of a 
Wild thicket, ivere scenes on which he often gazed 
for hours, and, as he said, with inxxiiressiUe de- 
ligid. It was perhaps for this reaso i thM he urns 
fmd of &. •instoue’s pastorals, and some parts of 
FaraAisc Lost, The Author has heard his most 
voice repeat the celebrated description 
efjhtradisc, which he seemed fully to appreciate. 
Mis cHuer studies were of a different east, chiefly 
poUmical. lie never loent to the parish church, 
emdwoB therefore suspected of mtertainimjhclero- 
dUxe opmiom, though his objtetion was probabty 
to the coneowrse of spectators, to whom he must 
hum exposed his unseemly deformity. He spoke 
cf a fyture state with intense Jeeling, and i ven 
wiAif tSa/rs. He expressed disgust at the idea of 
h^rmcuMIfeitug mixed with the common rubbish, 
as M OdlM it, of the churchyard, and selected, 
ki$ icsual taste, a beautiful and wild spot in 
ths pUa vAttn he had his hermitaw, in which to 
tais kia tost repose. He ehmged his mind, how- 


* 3»tt Af vol* Ixxsf, |)« ft>7* 


ever, and was fifutdly inJtemd 
burw^gromd (ffMamr poHth.^ 


imested' JYise HlskSe with some gimfilfk fttm 
made him appear, im the eyes pf the a ftm « 
possessed of supernatural p<ncer. Oommm jObsw 
paid David RUehie a aimUar cmplimsim^for 
some of (he poor and ignorant, as mtl as<>aU As 
children, in the neigMourhood, held ^ifn to be 
what is called uncanny. He himseff did not 
altogether discourage the idea; it CMorged his 
'very limited circle of power, and in so far 
his conceit; and it soothed his misanthropy, Of 
increasing his means of giving terror Of 
But even in a rude Scottish glen thirty ymtslwidc, 
the fear of sorcery was 'oery much out ^ dale* 

David Itilchie affected to frequent solitatry 
scen*'<i, ('•tp.iially such as ivere supposed to 0^ 
haunted, and valued himself upon his courage 
doing so. To he sure, he had little chance of 
mg anything moie ugly than himself. At 
he was superstitious, and planted many rowoi^ 
(mountain ashes) around his hut, as a c&da/isu 
defence against nicromaney. For the sartie reason, 
doubtless, he desired to have rowan trees set ohout * 
his grave, 

}Fe have staff d that David Ritchie loved oitjeUs 
of natural Irauty, His only living favourites 
were a dofj and a eat, to which he was particularly 
attached, and hi*i bees, which hs treated with great 
care. He took a sister, latterly, to live in a hut 
adjacent to his own, hut he did not permit her to 
enter his. She was iieak in intellect, but not de* 
formed in pei'son; siuqdi, or rather silly, but not, 
like her brother, sullen or bizarre. David 'was 
never affectionate to her; it was not inhis nature; 
but he endured her. Ik mahitained himself a/nd 
luer bif the sale of the jrroduce of tlieir gardm (md 
bee-hives; and, latterly, they had a smxUl allow- 
ance from the parish. Indeed, in the simple and 
patriarchal state in which the country then was, 
persons in the situation of David a'nd his sister 
were sure to be supportfd. They had •only to ' 
ajyply to the next gentleman or respectable famter, 
aiid V'cre sure to find them equally ready omd 
willing to supply their '^vry moderate vmits. 
David often rercived gratuities from strangers, 
which he never asked, never refused, and never 
seemed to considir as an obligation. He had a 
right, indeed, to regard himself as one of Nature’s 
paupers, to whom she gave a title to be mav/Ug/iped 
by his kind, even by that deformity 
against him all ordinary ways W 

himself by his own labour. Besides, a w 
suspended in the mill for David RUchid^^ y 
and those who were carrying home a mdA V 
meal, seldom failed to add a gowpen +\\ \ 

a I m H-hag of th e deform ed cripple. In short, 
had no occasion for money, save to purchase 
his only luxury, in which he vndulged jiA 
liberally. Wlun he died, in the begvnfm^ 
the present century, he was fownd to have hoa/hH 
about twenty pounds, a habit very consistent wUh 
his disposition; for wealth is power, amd power 
was what David Ritchie desired to possesSf dS a 

IJis sister^suTvived till tfi pMieidian^^^ 
taU to which this brief notice firms As 
tUm; md the Author is sorry to ImH a sort 
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^ *U)M tgn^ssKtthy,' tmd the eunetliy Otm 
tM AtUhor Wwwrlty and 
^ qf hi8 fiovelSf ^gi^osed the poor tooman 

to ^npkHee which gam her pain. When pressed 
brOiher^s peciUmrtiict, she askedy %n her 
Ux/tn^oh^ they wmld not pemvd the dead to rest ? 
JTo cffkrs who pressed for *tome account of her 
parOfUSy she answered tn fhc ^anie tone of feeling * 
The Awthor saw this powy amdy it niay saidy 
u/nheippy many m autumn 1797 Being theny as 
lU has me happiness Mnll to rcmaiuy tonncctcd by 
afiw qfvntmaUc fnendship with the famihi of the 
Dr, Adam ietgvsmiy the philoioplwr 
wd hnstonany uho then resided at the mansion 
w of ffalyard% in the vale of Manor y about a 
\Ue from lidehxe's hei milage, the Author was 
> a Ifisit at Halyards, uhith la^ed for •leoeral 
ySy and was made acquainted with this •tuiqulai 
ehontey whom Dr Ferguson ccynsidered as an 
faordmary chai actor, and uhom h< assisted in 
Tdrious ways, particularly bif the occasional loan 
if bocks. Though the task of the philosopher amt 
he poor peasant dal not, it may be suppose I 
Uways eorrespmidyi Dr Ferguson considered him 
M a man of a powerful capacity and original 
dsas, but whose mind uas thfouu off its )iLst bias 
^ a predominant degree of sclfloie and self 
iprnMn, galled by the sense of ridicule and con 

*lTh«re are some interesting pirticuliis ibout David 
Ultcbie in a paper entitled Ihe Black Dwarf s Pones in 
E)r John Brown s lIo>te SubsecitiP 1 
1 1 remember J)4vid was particularly anxi lus to see a 
KXik, which he called I think I etters to the } levt ] adies 
md which, he said was tht I cst coinpositi in ht h id tv^r 
ead , but Dr Ferguson s library did not supply the 
rolume 
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life while in ex/JiSS!^^^ ohewrdy gf his 
years, when it otcurredP^ for mjtmy 

a character might be made a thaS such 

futUious narrative He aceordingltfllf m 
of Etshic of the Muck lestane Moor Twd (hat 
was intended to bo longer, and the catastrophe 
more artijieially brought out , but a friendly 
oritic, to uhose opinion I sufgeoted the work iJi 
tts inroepcss, was of gpinnni that the idea of the 
holilatij was of a kind too noolting, and more 
likely to disgust than to inteiest the leader. As 
I had good right to considei my advis&r as an 
excellent judge of 2iublic opinion, I got off my 
subject by ha ten in j tin story to an end as fast OS 
it t( as possible , and, by huddling into one volume 
a tale uhich uas dt signal to occupy two, have 
perhaps jyroduced a narrative as much dispro* 
portioned and distorted as the Black Duarf, who 
IS tt^ subjat t 


t IMr 1 ockhart in spt iking of the Black Dwaif, says, 
hill ever imperfect ind uiiwitt)> is a work of att to be 
pi iced hi^h in the c italogue oi his pioductions, it derives 
i singular interest fiom its delineation of the dark feelings 
so often connected with ph> sic il deformity feelings which 
ippeir to have diffused then shiUow over the whole genius 
of Byron ind which hut f r this single picture, we 
should hardly have r onceive I ever to have passed through 
Scott s hippier mind All the litter llasphemy of spirit 
whi h from infancy to the tomb, swelled up in B>ron 
agiinst the i nkindness of Nature which sometimes per 
vcitrd even his filial love into a sentiment of diabolical 
m iligiiity ill tins bhc k ind desol ite tram of reflections 
must have been encountei cd and deliberately subdued by 
the manly parent of the PI ck Dwarf ) 
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It ims a fine 7no))}in(f (< uptini *htf 

U hml $noU(tf hm(f ttn n fht I /t / in / ih 
grmind umain d << i Kd udh < dn ^hn t m df 
of 811 , (H d(/i/i) }! h( n t« ) hoisittifu / nU 

Vp to thu JValfm laa Ih fnsf oas a 
talJf pownftd imtu, m a qmi n Imq a at, h n in / 
a hU rovired intfi um Uifh a htufi bill i 
inouiUed horsewhips hi. ^/s, a id dufidnougld vi / 
oXli, He was mounted on a hu n sfionqhiiiin 
marff louqh in md bid xuU in i mddion, itdh a 
saddle of the xjtouiaxin/ iidy and a douhh hdttd 
mildm y h idle The m a n, a h o ai < om pan a d li i m 
was apparent J If his snianlj ho ndt a sh i pm 
tittle yroxf pony. Lad a hliu loun f on his 1 ad 
and a larqt ihuL naplin f ilded at nd his mil , 
W(no a pat,) of hmq hhte aoisted host insfiad of 
hoot% hqd hib qlouhss hands mneh sfauud n dh 
*arf aru^ ohset veil an air (f dejinnu i ul iisp it 
towards his companion, but ndhout any of fhost 
iildtiOations of pncidi mi uml punctilio oht h ate 
ptoseroed bit wan the qnifiif an I tin it done his 
0)h tdw eontraxy fh lu hai IJtts inUnd ih 
emttya/rd nhiast, and fh o ththnq stntinn 
qf the eaifivet satifin uhnt il } ni mtiiiini on 
betwWtt tla.ni itas a joint ij u a fail ni, ‘ Lmd <fa d 
this woaihet ta f, nhid mil am o ih 
Th( hud ua saffintni for my I and 
hrdy wlWf ailimmnq to taU ih hoist oj ih 
pniWSpalpn *on, and hoidinq him hyih runs as 
hs dwttMWnJtsdy while his osthx rendoed itit sanu 
aeryios to fhe tnUondardy wloomd iho stranqfrio 
antdy tn the same breath, uiquircd, 
* >P1M i0w9/7Ofn, the south hit lands f* 


* Is nisi* smi (k fi,i mn ‘ had nmich TUwa, 

/ ihin/ ,-an in lan am y thioiiqh tho yoif^es, tt 
mil hi a n i m ilo at inaiin dm have the 
land s io fh hhnl Jtu af s tine * 

‘ ly, ay,* sidjnnai ih old sfupluid (for such 
h ifts) shal I nif his had, ^h*U he UTWO hioy 
«/ tnq ih no its this stason * 

* Ih Idail Viauff* said rn^ learnt friend " 

anil pition/ Mi Ji hdiah (*h ishhotham ; *0(md 
till it soil if a jxrsonagi niay he In ?* • 

* lind ana, ni nif ansa aid the farmcf, *ye*U 
hoc hand o' Canny Ktshio iho Black Dmif, 
0 ! I am minJh nusta'on —A* the murid Ulh 
lahb about him, hut li s but daft noitoense after 
a' - / duuia bfluic a xiotd of frm hegxnmi^ to 
end 

‘ Vour fathr khevid it vino stvevdVy Uwughf 
boat Ih old man, io uhnm the scep^ism ef }iM 
viastir gate obiious dispUasure, 

'Ay, an, Inn, Biiuldn, hvJl ikai was tlw 
time 0 * fh hhnl fans— thy helmed a 
(fufii things it ihae days, thud voebody 
inicih lanq sha 2 )cam in * 

‘ fh man s ih pdy, On viavdstkeptbtff \ 


* Vi i h ivt in this md oth< i instances printed |lt Rdi 
h- pe *' >nie few word whir li the worthy editor, Mr. Jpd^iniy 
C’eishhc thain, set ins to have iiilcrpolated Upon tlte.tAft oi 
his d rttsfd friend, Mr Pattieson. We mu^ ^ 
once for all, that such liberties seem only to u 
t Pen by the learned gentleman where hu OWA 
md conduct aic concerned , and surely ho he * 
mdge of the stylo m which h» own smc 

should be ireattd of 


—1 he a1^ chapter formed the fir't in pres'iout editions, hut }» printed hernklmlu* W ^ 

d‘<iitroductoiyciwiiwtc)fw 


‘'iiU '■ J 

Tuu ^en s<£^ ^esniid 
'Tml^hime wa*s }m^d dofdm to 
m; the bomie broomy knowet 
- .v:. ,- . ' ■■ ^ ^0 sit aJt e'en^ vn* his 

md look at the kye as they cam 
ill wad he hoe liked to hoe seen 
msnvy knowe a' riven owt wi* 
pit^h i^ the fashion it is at this dayf 

^ mnjiiti Bcmldie^ replied the principal^ ‘ iak ye 
^ dram the landlord's offering ye, aid never 
fa^ yov^ head about the changes o' the warld sae 
kt^ as ye're blithe and bein ym/rsel',* 

'f W^Hng your health, sirs,' said the shepherd ; 
akd having taken off his glass, and observed the 
tehisky was the rigid thing, he continued., ‘ It's no 
for the like o' us to be judging, to he sure ; hit, it 
was a bonnie kncnoe that broomy kiimoe, and an 
uneo braw shelter for the lambs in a severe morning 
^ik^this* 

f * Ay,' said his patron, ‘ hd ye ken we maun 
msetw^ips for the lang sheep, hi! lie, ami muckle 
mtrd wark to get them, haith wi' the pUugh 
oM the hmoe ; and that wad sort ill wi' sitting 
on the broomy kncaoe, and cracking about Black 
pwdrfs, and 'Siccan clavers, as was the gait 
rgyyg, when the short sheep were in the 

OAJoeel, maister,' said the attendant, 
^^Kj^heep had short remits, I'm thinking,' 

"worthy and learned patron again 
and observed., Hhat he could never 
Mjk maMrial difference, in point of 

WSUti^^'betuoeen one sheep and another' 

^ j This, occasioned a laud, hoarse laugh an the 
mri of the farmer, mid an astonished stxire on 
m pari of the sheyherd, ‘ It's the woo, man — 
us Uic woo, and no the beasts them set's, that, 
^kestheni be ca'd lang or short, I believe if yc 
to measure theAr backs, the shaii sheep wad he 
Wnher the langer-bodied o' the twa; but it's the 
Aof thak pays the rent in than days, and it had 
w^kU rmd' 

ffi)dd, Bauldie says very true— short sheep did 
pfxke ihorl rants — my feUher paid for our stead- 
Just threescore punds, and it stands me in 
Jfnmdrcd, plack and bawbee, — And that's 
thic^I hoe nae time to he standing here 
pjdi^ng, — Landlord, get us aiir breakfast, ami 
00' cm' get the yauds fed, — I am for doun to 
Cfyril^ Wilson's, to sec if him and me can gree 
'aj^^dthe Mekpenny I am to gie him for his 
We had drank sa^ mulchkins to the 
dke bargain at St, Boswells fair, and 
oc^^lffait we eanna gree upon (he particulars 
for as mucklc time. a.s we took about it 
we draw to a plea, — But hear ye, neigh- 
\y worthy and learned patron, 
r onything about lang or short 
k here to my kail against anc 
want ony auld-warld stories 
arf, and siedike, if ye'll ware 
pan Bauldie there, MU crack 
And I'se gie ye a mutchkin 
r earn sMe weel wi* Christy 

md thehmr ap^nkd, and 
mfy WUson, difference 


the body, fl^though'^ia known to partake 
latter in a Vecy moderate degree ; and the.party, 
with which^ny La/ndlord was associated, cmMuid . 
to sit late in the evening, seasoning tkeir UgU^ 
with many choice tales and songs. The last 
incident which I recollect was my learned and 
worthy patron falling from his chair, juM OS - 
hs comluded a long lecture upon temp&romcj^ by , 
reciting, from the Gentle Shepherd, a 
which he right happily transferred from the ^ee > 
of avarice to that of ehriety : — ‘ ' 

He that has just eneuch can soundly sleep; 

The owercome only fashes folk to keep. 

In the course of the evening the Black Dwarf 
had not been forgotten, and the old shepherd 
Bauldie told so many stories of him, that they 
erecited a good deal of interest. It also appeared, 
though not till the th ird punch-henol was emptied, 
tlwt much of the farmer's scepticism on (lie subject 
was off ectsd, as evi7icing a liberality of thinking, 
and a freedom from ancient prejudices, becoming 
a man who paid three hundred pounds a-year of 
rent, while, in fact, he had a lurking belief in (M 
traditions of his forefathers. After my 
fjianner, I made further inquiries of otf^r 
sons connected with the wild and pastoral distriid \ 
in which the scene of the following narrative ; 

*The Black Dwarf, now almost forgotten, was once held 
a formidable personage by the dalesmen of the BordW; 
where he got the blame of whatever mischief befell the 
sheep or cattle. * He was,' says Dr. Leyden, who makes 
considerable use of him in the ballad called the Cowt Oj^ ’ 
Keeldar, *a fairy of the most malignant order — the gepur ' 
ine Northern Duergar.' The best and most atithebtlH^, 
account of this dangerous and mysterious being ocettmio;, 
a tale communicated to the Author by that emwent . 
quary, Richard Surtees, Esq. of Mainsforth, author pf 
History of the Bishopric of Durham. ^ 

According to this well-attested legend, two young 
thumbrians were out on a shooting party, and had plun^^^ 
deep among the mountainous moorlands which bidder 
Cumberland. They stopped for refreshment in a IktS^A 
secluded dell by the side of a rivulet. There, aftar th*^; 
had partaken of such food as they brought with theik, 
of the party fell asleep ; the other, unwilling to disturl^'^ 
friend’s repose, stole silently out of the dell with thh'j^ir- 
pose of looking around him, when he was astonish^ 'i;o 
find himself close to a being who seemed not to 
this world, as he was the most hideous dwarf that tl^'^n' 
had ever shone on. His head was of full huniltn'i^t^A , 
forming a frightful contrast with his height, 
considerably under four feet. It was thatched with ‘ 
other covering than long matted red hair, like thai^Y 
felt of a badger in consistence, and in colou;r a redd^' 
brown, like the hue of the heather blossoirL 
seemed of great strength ; nor was he otherwise 
than from their undue proportion in thicknetts 
diminutive height. The terrified sportsman stood .giudji^^ 
on this horrible apparition, until, with^sn angry tptt^e- 
nance, the being demanded by what .right be. Jl^trailed 
himself on those hills, and destroyed tlieirhamilessinhaUti> 
anta The perplexed stranger endeavourild th pi^pi^ii^ 
the incensed Aw0f by offering to surrender 
he would to an earthly lord of the manOr^ ' Thd.pjfi^ 
only redoubled the^ offence greedy taken by the dwarf/ 
fdleged ithat he^i^ lord of those mountains, and 
; Uie^psotemov* ‘meatum who found a rOtj|^at in 
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mmgh to recomr 
S'iMii ^ ike gSky^ nt^ geTierally hmnmt 
iMin^ account, ai kast in sofne degree, far 

V, ■ ■' ■' — - -- ^ 

,sdliuiry recesses; and that all spoils derived from 
,their death, or misery, were abhorrent to him. The hunter 
■ humbled himself before the angry goblin, and by protesta- 
tions of his ignorance, and of his resolution to abstain from 
' such intrusion in future, at last succeeded in pacifying 
him. The gnome now became more communicative, and 
spoke of himself as belonging to a species of beings some- 
thing between the angelic race and humanity. He added, 
moreover, which could hardly have been anticipated, that 
he had hopes of sharing in the redemption of the race of 
Adam. He pressed the sportsman to visit his dwelling, 
which he said was hard by, and plighted his faith for his 


the 

which eupe^stiHan 1m 
vulgar traduiom^ 

: ^ 

safe return. But at this moment the shout of 

man’s companion was heard calling for his 

dwarf, as if unwilling that more than one person jdab^,he 

cognisant of his presence, disappeared as the youmjt 'inAn 

emerged from the dell to join his comrade.' ' ' \< 

It was the universal opinion of those most eiper^oded 
in such matters, that if the shooter had accompkfitf^'tfae 
spirit, he would notwithstanding the dwarfs fuir pretences, 
have been cither torn to pieces, or immured for 3reats id tiie 
recesses of some fairy hill. 

Such is the last and most authentic account of the 
parition of the Black Dwarf. 
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THE BLACK DWARF 

( 1816 ). 


CHAPTER I. 


Will none but Herne the hunter serve your turn ? 

h1i*KRY Wivps OP Windsor. 


In one of the most romote districts of tho 
>pttth of Scotland, where an ideal line, drawn 
long the tops of lofty and bleak mountains, 
ItJ^rates that land from her sisttu* kin^om, a 
young man, called Ilalbeit, or TIobbie, Klliot, a 
substantial farmer, who boasted his descent from 
old Mai'tin Elliot of the Treakin Tower, noted 
in Border story and song, was on his return 
from deer-stalking. The deiT, once so numerous 
among these solitary wastes, were now reduced 
to a very few herds, which, sheltering themselves 
in tho most remote and inaccessible recesses, 
rendered the task of pursuing them equally toil- 
some and precarious. There were, however, 
found many youth of the country aidently 
attached to this sport, with all its dangers and 
fatigues. The sword had been sheathed upon 
the Borders for more than a humired years, by 
the peaceful union of the croi^ns in tlie reign of 
James the First of (h'eat Britain. Still the 
country retained traces oi what it had been in 
fofmer days ; the inhabitants, their more peace- 
ful avocations having been repeatedly interrupted 
Ky ttfe civil wars of the preceding century, weio 
scarce yet broken in to the hmiits of regular 
industry, sheeji-fai'iniiig had not hocn introduced 
upon any considerable scale, and the feeding of 
black cattle was the chief i>urpose to which the 
hiUs and valleys were applied. Near to the 
farmer's house,* the tenant usually contrived to 
raise suoh*a crop of oats or barley as afforded 
meal for hui family ; and the whole of this 
slovenly ana impormet mode of cultivation left 
muoh time upon his own hands, and those of 
his domestics. This was usually employed by 
the young men in hunting and fishing ; and the 
spirit of adventure, which formerly led to raids 
and forays in tho same districts, was still to he 
disMTered in the eagerness with which they 
ptMed those rural sports. 

The more high-spirited among the youth were, 
about the time that our narrative begins, expeot- 
ingp rather with hope than appr^ension, an 
«||»(Utmiity of emulating their mthers in their 
mi|litaYy achievements, the recital of which 
farmed the chief part of their amusement with- 
in The passing of the Scottish act of 

seemfi^ had given the ahtrm to England, as it 
to point at a separation of the two 


British kingdoms, after the decease of Queen 
Anne, the reigning soveieign. Godolphin, then 
at the head of tlie English administration, fore- 
saw that th^ro was no other mode of avoiding 
tlie probable extremity of a civil war, but by 
carrying thiuugh an incorporating union. How 
that treaty was managed, and how little it 
seemed for some time to promise the beneficial 
results which have since taken place to such 
extent, may he learned from the history of the 
]>eriod. It is enough for our pmpose to say, 
that all Scotland was indignant at the terms 
on which their legislature had surrendered their 
national indejien donee. The general resentment 
led to the strangest leagues and to the wildest 
plans. The Cameronians were about to take 
arms for the restoration of the liouse of Stuart, 
whom they regarded, with justice, as their 
oppressors; and the intrigues of the ^riod 
presented the strange picture of Papists, Imlat- 
ists, aud Presbyterians caballing among them- 
selves against the English govemment, out of a 
common feeling that their counti’y had been 
treated wdth injustice. Tho fermentation was 
universal ; and, as tlio population of Scotland 
had been generally trained to arms, under the 
act of security, they were not iudiSerently pre- 
pared for war, and waited but the declaration 
of some of the nobility to break out into open 
hostility. It was at this period of public con- 
fusion that our story opens. 

The cleugh, or wild ravine, into which Hobbie 
Elliot had followed tlie game, was already far 
behind him, and he was considerably advanced 
on his return homeward, when the night began 
to close ui)on him. This w^ould have been a 
circumstance of great indifference to the experi- 
enced sportsman, who could have walked bupd- 
fold over every inch of his native heaths, had 
it not happened near a s]>ot which, according to 
the traditions of the country, was in extremely 
bad fame, as haunted by supmatural appear- 
ances. To tales of this Kind Hobbie had, m>m 
his childhood, lent an attentive ear ; and as no 
part of the country afforded such a variety of 
legends, so no man was more deeply read in 
their fearful lore than Hobbie of the Heugh- 
foot ; for 80 our gallant was called, to distinguish 
him from a rouim dosen of Elliots who bore the 
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mime. It cost him no 

th^fbroi to (Mil to' merClory the terrific incidents 
0Oh|ieoted with the extensive waste upon which 
ii0 -Wes now entering. In fact, they presented 
thtfiiselves with a readiness which he felt to be 
Aomewhat dismaying. 

trhis dreary common was called Mucklestano 
Moor, from a huge column of unhewn granite, 
which raised its massy head on a knoll near the 
Centre of the heath, porliaps 1o tell of the mighty 
dead who slept beneath, or to preserve the 
memory of some bloody skinnish. The real 
cause of its existence Hod, however, passed 
away ; and tradition, which is as frequently an 
inventor of fiction as a preserver of truth, had 
supplied its j)lace with a sup|)lemcntary legend 
of her own, which now came full \i}»on Jlobbie’s 
memory. The ground about the ]>illar was 
Atrewed, or rather encumbered, with many large 
fragments of stone of the same consistence uith 
the column, which, from their appearance as they 
lay scattered on the waste, were pojmlaiiy called 
the Grey Geese of M uek lestane Moor. Tlie legend 
aoconnted for this name and a])pcaranoe by the 
catastrophe of a noted ami most formidable witch 
who frequented these hills in former days, caus- 
ing the ewes to Ird,* and the kino to east their 
calves, and performing all the feats of mischief 
ascribed to these evirbeings. On this moor she 
used to hold her revels with her sister liags ; ami 
rings wore still pointed out on which no grass nor 
heath ever grew, the tiu’f being, as it were, calcined 
by the scorching hoofs of their diabolical oartners. 

Once upon a time this old hag is said to liave 
crossed the moor, driving before lier a flock of 
geese, which she j>roposed to sell to advantage 
at a neighbouring fair ; for it is well known 
that the Fiend, llo^vevt‘^ liberal in imparting his 
powers of doing mischief, ungenerously leaves 
nis allies under the necessity of performing the 
meanest rustic labours for subsistence. The day 
was far advanced, and her chance of obtaining 
a good price depended on her being first at the 
market. But the geese, which liad hithertc» 
preceded her in a pretty ortlerJy manner, when 
they came to this wide common, interspersed 
with marshes and pools of water, scattered in 
every direction, to plunge into the element in 
which .they delighted. Incensed at the obstinacy 
with which they defied all her eflorts to collect 
them, and not remembering the precise terms 
of the contract by which the Fiend w^as hound 
to obey her commands for a ^-ertain space, the 
sorceress exclaimed, ‘Deevil that neither I noi 
they ever stir from this spot more ! ’ The words 
were hardly uttered, when, by a motamorpliosis 
SA^Iudden as any in Ovid, the hag and her re- 
finictdry flock were con\erted into stone, the 
angel whom she served, being a strict formalist, 
grasping oagerW at an opiiortimity of eomplct- 
ifig the ruin of her body and soul by a litcial 
dbe^enoe to her orders. It is said that, when 
she j^ro^ved and felt the transformation w^hicli 
was about to take place, she exclaimed to the 
treaolwtoiie Fiend, ^Ah, thou false thief! lang 
hast wit promised me a grey gown, and now I 
am getting ane that will last for ever.’ Tlie 
dimensions of the pljlar, and of the stones, were 

* Miscarry their Ismba ^ 


often appealed to as a pinof ofi 
stature and sise of old women 
days of other years, by those praiaers 
who held the comfortable opinion of the^aftuil ^ 
degeneracy of mankind* v 

All particulars of this legend Hobhie Wlod 
to mind as he passed along the moof, He'^hib 
rememberod that, since the catastrophe^ Mn 
taktm ])lace, the scene of it Jiad been avoidedf 
at least after nightfall, by all human beiu^, as 
being tbe ordinary resort of kelpies, sptmsdeSi 
and other demons, once the companions of the 
witch’s diabolical revels, and now continuinfl 
to rendezvous upon tbe same spot, as if Stm 
in attendance on their transformed mistiness. 
JIubbi<‘\s natural liardihood, however, manfully 
(‘om bated willi these intrusive sensations of awe* 
lie nummoned to his side the brace of large 
greyhounds who were the com})anion8 of Ids 
sports, and who were w'ont, in his own phraSe, 
to fear neither dog nor devil ; lie looked at the 
priming of his piece, and, like tbe clown in Hill- 
iowe'en, whistled up the w’arliko ditty of Jock 
of the as a gcnenil causes his drums bo beat 

to inspirit the doubtful courage of his soldiers. 

In this stale of mind lie wms veiy glad to hear 
a friendly voice shout in liis rear, and propose 
to him a partner on the road. lie slackened 
his pace, and was quickly joined by a youtli 
well known to him, a gentleman of some fortune 
in that remote country, and who had been abroad 
on the same criand with himself. Young Earns- 
elitf, *of that ilk,’ liad lately come of a^e, and 
succeeded to a moderate fortune, a good deal 
dilapidated, trom tlie share his family had taken 
in the disturbances of the period. They ware 
much and generally respeeted in the country ; a 
reputation which this young gcntloman seemed 
likely to sustain, as he was well ednoatod, and 
of excellent disjiositions. 

‘Now, Earnsclifl,’ exclaimed Ilobbie, *I am 
glad to meet your honour ony gate, aifd com- • 
])any’s blithe on a bare moor like this — it*s ah 
unco bogilly bit. -Where hacyc been sporting?’ 

‘ ITp the Carla Olcugh, Ilohhie,* answered 
Earnscliir, returning his greeting. ‘But will 
our dogs keep the peace, think you?* 

‘Deil a fear o’ mine,’ said Ilobbie, ‘they liee 
scarce a leg to stnnd on. Odd I the deer’s fied 
the country, 1 think < T have been as far aS 
Ingerfell-fool, and dcil a horn has Ilobbie Seen, 
excepting throe red-wud racs, that ntA^er let me 
within shot of them, thougli I gaed a mile ronnd 
to get up the w'Jnd to them, an’ a’. Deil o' M 
wad care mueklc, only I wanted some venison 
to oui auld gude-dame. The carline, she sitb im 
the iieuk yonder, ui)byc, and cracks about the 
grand shooters and hunters lan^ syne—- Odd, t 
think they hac killed a’ the deer in the country, 
formyjiart.’ * 

‘ Well, Ilobbie, T have shot a fat bunk, and 
sent liim to Earnscliif this morning— yoU dual 
have half of him for your grandmother. ' 

‘ Mony thanks to ye, Mr. Patrick, ye*re 
to a’ the country for a kind heart. It Wfll'dn 
the auld wife’s heart gude— mair by token, Wimn 
she kens it comes frae you — and maint df a*, dSu 
ye’il come up and take your sham, lok 

..4.I W I Nit.. 
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ye lonefiomc now in the auld tower, and a* 
your. fo|k,at that weary Edinburgh. I wonder 
what they can find to do amang a wheen ranks 
o’ stone houses wi' slate, on the tap o’ them, that 
might live on their ain bonnie green hills.’ 

%y education and my sisters’ has kept my 
mother much in Edinburgh for several years,’ 
said Earnscliff ; ‘ hut I }..oTniso you 1 propose to 
make up for lost time.’ 

‘And ye’ll rig out the auld tower a hit,* said 
Hobbie, * and live hearty and iicighbourlike wi’ 
the auld family friends, as the Laird o’ Earn soli If 
should ? I can tell ye, niy mother— luy grand- 
mother, I mean — hut since we lost our ain 
mother, we ca’ her sometimes the tanc, and 
sometimes the tother — hut, oiiy gate, slu*, conceits 
hersel* no that distant eoiinected wi’ you.’ 

* Very true, Hohhio, and 1 will come to the 
Hough -foot to dinner to-morrow with all my 
heart.’ 

‘ Weel, that’s kindly said ! \Ve are auld 
neighbours, an we were uae kin — and my gudi'- 
dame’s fain to see you — she cl avers about your 
father that was killed hing sync.’ 

‘ Hush, hush, Hohhic. — not a word about that 
— it's a story better forgo tleu.’ 

‘ I dinna ken — if it liad chanced amang our 
folk, we w^ad liae keepit it in mind mony a day 
till we got some mends for’t — hut ye ken your 
ain ways best, you lairds. — I have licard that 
Ellieslaw’s frienu stickit your sire after the laird 
himsel* had mastered his sword.’ 

‘ Fie, ^e, Hobbie ; it was a foolish brawl, 
occasioned by wine arifl politi(‘s--many swords 
were drawn — it is impossible to say who struck 
the blow.’ 

* At ony rate, aidcl ElHeslaw was aiding and 
abetting ; and I am sure if ycj were sac disposed 
as to take amends on him, naebody could say it 
was wrang, for your father’s blood is beneath his 
nails — and besides, there’s naebody else left that 
was eoAcerned to take amends upon, and he’s a 
prMatist and a Jacobite into the bargain. — I can 
tell je the country folk look for something 
alwemi ye.’ 

‘ Oh, for shame, Hobbie ! ’ replied the young 
laird ; ‘ you, that profess religion, to stir your 
friend up to break the law, and take \ongt;ance at 
Ijliisown nand, and in such a bogilly bit, too, wlicre 
fee know not what beings may be listening to us ! ’ 

‘Hush, hush!’ said Hobbie, drawing ucaicr 
H&L this comTOnion, * I wasua thinking o’ the like 
^phom. — -But I can guess a w’ce bit wdiat kee]»s 
|pir hand up, Mr. Patrick ; we a’ ken it’s no 
0* courage, but the twa gi’ey een of a bonnie 
Hn, Miss Isabel Vere, that keeps you sae sober.’ 
B‘1 assure you, Hobbie,’ said his companion, 
Kher angrily, ' I assure you you are mistaken ; 
md it is extremely wrong of you, either to think 
or utter, such an idea ; I have no idea of 
^rmitting freedoms to he caiTied so far as to 
connect my name with that of any young lady.* 

‘Why, there now — there now' ! ’ retorted Elliot ; 
‘ did, I not say it wasna want o* spunk that made 
wri saemiml — ^Weel, weel, I meant nae offence ; 
Mt there’s jnst ae thing ye may notice free a 
fiieiLd. The auld Laird of Ellieslaw has the 
anld liding blood far better at his heai’t than ye 
he kens naething about thae new- 
fangled nolltom , o' pe^ and ^iiietness^^he’s a* 


for the auld* warld doings o’ lifting and laying 
on, and he has a wheoii stout lads at his back, 
too, and keeps them weel up in heart, and as fu’ 
o’ mischief as young colts. Where he gets the 
gear to do’t, nane can say ; he lives high, and 
far ahuiic his rents here ; how'ever,.he pays his 
way. — Sae, if tlicue’s ony outbreak in tlie country, 
he’s likely to br(*ak out wi’ the first — and weel 
docs he mind Ibc, anbl (piavrels between ye. 1 
am .surmisiTig bc’II Im for a tmuli at the auld 
tower at Kariisf'lill’.’ 

‘ Well, IJohbic,’ iniswcrcd tbo young genile- 
inau, ‘if be sboiild lie so ill-advised, I shall try 
to make tlie old tower good against him, as it 
lias been made good by my liidtcrs against his 
betters many a day ago.’ 

‘ Very right — very right — tliat's speaking like 
a man now%’ said tlw^ stout yeoman ; ‘and if sae 
should be that Ibis be sac, if ye’ll just gar your 
servant jow' out the great bell in the tow^er, 
there’s mo and my twa brothers, and little 
Davie of the Stenliouse, will be wd’ you, wi’ a’ 
tlie i)owpr we can make, in the snapping of a 
Hint.’ 

‘ Many tlianks, Hobbie,’ answered EarnsclilF ; 
‘ blit 1 hope we shall have no war of so unnatural 
and unchristian a kind in our time.’ 

‘lloiit, sir, hout,’ rojdied Elliot ; ‘it wad be 
but a w’ce bit iieighlioiir w'ar, and Heaven and 
earth w'ould make allowances for it in this un- 
cultivated ])laee — it’s just the nature o’ the folk 
and the land — we eaiina live (jniet like London 
folk - wo haena sao nuickle to do. It’s im- 
possible.’ 

‘Well, Hobbie,' said the laird, ‘for one who 
believes so deeply as you do in supernatural 
ajipcaranccs, 1 must ow’ii you take Heaven in 
your own hand rather audaciously, considering 
where w'o arc w'alking.’ 

‘ What needs I care for the IMucklestane Moor 
ony mail* than ye do yourser, Earnsclilf ? ’ said 
Hobbie, somcwdiat ofibuded. ‘To be sure, they 
do .say tliere’s a sort o’ w orrieeow’S and laiig-nebbit 
tilings about the land, but what need I care for 
them? I liac a good coiisciciicc, and little to 
answer for, unless it be about a rant among the 
la.sscs, or a splorc at a lair, and that’s no muckle 
to .s])eak of. Though I say it mysel’, I am as 
quiet a lad and as peacrsable ’ • 

‘And Dick Turnbull’s head that you broke, 
and Willie of Winton whom you shot at?’ said 
his travelling companion. 

‘ Hout, Earnscliff, ye kcej) a record of a’ men’s 
misdoings.— Dick’s head’s healed again, and we’re' 
to fight out the quarrel at Jeddart. on the Kood- 
day, so that’s like a thing settled In a peaceable 
way ; and then I am friends wi’ Willie again, 
puir chield— it was hut twa or three hail-drops 
after a’. I wad lot ony body do the like o’t to 
me for a pint o’ brandy. But Willie’s lowdand 
bred, poor fallow’, and soon frighted for himsel’. 
—And, for the worriecow's, w’ere W'e to meet aiio 
on this very bit ’ 

‘As is not unlikely,' said young Earnsclilf, 
‘for there stands your old w'itch, Hobbie.' 

‘ 1 say,’ continued Elliot, as If indignant at 
this hint — * I say, if the auld carliiie hersel* was 
to get up out o’ the §rund jusiJ*' before us here, I 
would tnink nae mair — But, gude preservfe. us, 
Earnscliff, what can yon be ? ’ 
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CHAl^TER II. 

Brown Dwarf, that o’er the moorlaad strays?, 

Thy name to Kceldar tell ! 

* The Brown Man of the Moor, that stag's 
Beneath the heather-bell.’ 

JrniN Leydkn. 

The object wliich alarmed tlio young farmer 
ill the middle of liis valorous protestations, 
startled for a nioineiit even his less ])rejiidi(*ed 
companion. The moon, which had arisen' during 
their conversation, was, in the phrase of that 
country, wading, or struggling with clouds, and 
shed only a doubtful and occasional light. Dy 
one of her beams, wliich streamed ujum Ihc 
great granite (ioluuni to which they now aii- 
roached, they diseovered a form, apparently 
umau, but of a size much less than ordinary, 
which moved slowdy among tlic large grey stones, 
not like a person intending to journey onward, 
but with the slow, irregular, flitting movement 
of a being wdio hovers around some s}iot of 
melancholy recollection, uttering also, 1‘roui time 
to time, a sort of indistinct muttering sound. 
This so much resembled Ins idea of the notions 
of an apparition, that Hobbie Elliot, making a 
dead pause, while his hair erect, ed itself upon its 
scalp, whispered to Ids companion, ‘ It's Anld 
Ailie herser ! Shall I gie her a si lot, in the 
name of God ’ 

‘For Heaven’s sake, no,’ said his companion, 
holding down the weapon which lie was about 
to raise to the aim — ‘ for Heaven’s sake, no ; it’s 
some poor distracted creatur??.’ 

‘Ye’re distracted yoursel’, for thinking of 
going so near to her,’ said Elliot, holding Ids 
companion in his turn, as he jircparcd to advance. 

‘ We’ll aye hae time to ]nt oner a hit prayer (an 
I could but mind ane) afore she comes tlds length. 
—God ! she’s in nac hurry,’ continued he, grow* 
ing holder from his couijianioii’s eonfideiice, and 
the little notice tlie apparition seemed to take of 
tliein, ‘ She hirjiles like a lieu on a het girdle. 

1 redd ye, Eariiselifl” (this he added in a gentle 
whisper), ‘ let ns take a cast aliout, as if to draw 
the wind on a buck — the hog is no uhiine kneo- 
deep, and htitLc*r a Staft I'oad as had com j Kin y.’ * 
Earnstdiir, liowovor, in sjutc of Ids companion’s 
resistance and rcmonstraiKjcs, joiitinued to ad- 
vance on the path they had originally jnirsucd, 
and soon (^ollt^onted the object of their iiivesti- ! 
gation. 

The height of the figure, wliich appeared even 
to decrease as they a])i.roa,;lH.d it, seemed to be 
under lour leed, and its form, as far as the im- 
perfect light afforded tiiein the nieaiis of diseern- 
ing, was very nearly as broad as lung, or rather 
of a OTihencal shape, A.hch could only lie occa- 
sioned by some .stran^n^ jn-rsonal delunnitv The 
young sportsman hailed this cxtraurdiiiarv ap- 
pearance twice, without i-ecoiving any answ^T or 
attending to the pinches by which his (companion 
endeiiyoiired to intimate that tlicir best course 
Wa» fo-walk on, wdthout giving further disturii- 
anoe to a being of such singular and i»retornatura] 

'* The Scots use the epithet soft, in vtatmn pm tnn \i\ 
two Cases at least. A iafi road, is a road through (luag- 
mire>nd hogs; and weather, signifies ihat wh&is 


exterior. X'o the third repeated demould 
are you? What do you here at HdO hour of 
night a voice replied, whose shrill, niiohtoth, 
and dissonant tones made Elliot step two paces ; 
back, and startled even his companion, * Pa^s on 
your way, and ask nought at them thaty-ask 
nought at you.’ 

‘ What do you do here so far from shelter ? 
Arc you lieiiightcd on your journey ? Will you 
iullow us home ’ ( ‘ God forbid ! ’ ejaculated Hobbie 
Elliot involuntarily), ‘ and 1 will give you a lodg* 
ing?’ 

‘ I would sooner lodge by myscl’ in the deepest 
of the TarrasHow,’ again whispered Hobbie. 

‘ J*ass on your way,’ rejoined the figure, the 
harsh tones of liia voice .still more exalted by 
liassion. ‘I want not yonr guidance — I want 
lu^t yonr lodging— it Is five yeans since my head 
was under a linmaii roof, and I trust it was for 
the last tinn‘.’ 

‘ He is mad,’ said Earnscliff. 

‘ He has a look of auld Ilnmphroy Ettcrcap, 
the tinkler, that perished in this very moss about 
five years syne,’ answered his superstitious com- 
paniou ; ‘ but Humphrey wasna that awfu’ big 
in the bonk.' 

‘ Pass oil your way,’ reiterated the object of 
their curiosity, ‘ the luealh of yonr linmaii bodies 
poisons the air around me — the .sound of your 
liuman voices goes through my oars like sharp 
Imdkiu.s.’ 

‘ Lord .save us ! ’ whispered Hobbie, ‘ that the 
dead should bear sic Icartu’ ill-will to the living ! 
— his saul maun be in a })uir way, I'm jealous.’ 

‘ (Jomc, my friend,’ said Earnsclitf, ‘you seem 
to suffer inulor some strong ailliction ; common 
humanity will not allow ns to leave you bore.’ 

‘ Common humanity ! ’ exehiinicd the being, 
with a .scornful hiugli that sounded like a shriek, 

‘ where got yc that cat(;hword — that noose for 
woodcocks — that eomiuon di.sguisc for xnan< 
traps — that bait which the wretched iriiot who . 
swallows, will so<ui find covers a hook with barbs 
ten times sharjicr than tliose you lay for the 
animals wliich yon murder for your luxury ! ’ ' 

‘I tcfll you, lay friend,* again replied Eanis* 
cliff, ‘ yon are incajiahle of judging of your own 
situation — you will perish in this wilderness, 
and we must, in compassion, force you along 
with us.’ 

‘ T’ll hae ncitlier liand nor foot iu’t,* said 
Hobbie; ‘ h't the ghaist take his An way, for 
God’s sake ! ’ 

‘ My blood ho on my own head, if I pei^h 
liere,’ sa.ifl the figure ; and, observing Eamaelifit' 
meditating to lay hold on him, lie adijed, ‘ And 
your blood be upon yours, if you touch but Hie 
skirt of my garments, to infect me with the taint 
of mortality ! ’ 

The moon shone more brightly as lie 
tlius, and Earnscliff observed that hb held out 
liis right hand armed with some weapon of 
offence, wliich glittered in tlie cold ray like the 
blade of a long knife, or the barrel of a pisteh 
It would have been iiiarlness to persevere 
attempt upon a being thus armed, And holding 
Hoch desperate language, espeoiafly .aft .it ’ i'as 
plain he would have Uttle aid ;froiDA hifi ooiu* 
pwiicm, who had fairly left hSih to setllbSiters 
with the apiiorition as' he 
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oimed^ on his way homeward. Eams- 

eUff ^^refore turned and followed Hobble^ after 
towards the supposed maniac, who, 

ijP raised to frenzy by the interview, roamed 
wildly around the great stone, exhausting liis 
roic» in shrieks and imprecations, that thrilled 
wildly along the waste l^-ath. 

' The tjtwo sportsmen inoved on some time in 
silence, until they wtjrc out of hearing of these 
niicouth sounds, which was not ere they had 
gained a considerable distance from tlie i)illar that 
^ve name to the moor. Each made his private 
comments on the scene they had witnessed, until 
Hobbie Elliot suddenly exclaimed, ‘Weel, Fll 
iiphaud that yon ghaist, if it be a ghaist, lias 
baith dune and suifered niuckle evil in the liesb, 
that gars him rampaugc in that way after he is 
lead and gane.’ 

* It seems to me the very madness of misan- 
thropy,' said EarnsclitF, following his own cur- 
rent of thought. 

* And ye didna think it vras a spiritual creatiu’e, 
then ? ’ asked Hobbie at his eomjianiou. 

‘Who, I? — No, surely.’ 

‘ Weel, I am partly of the mind niysel’ that it 
may be a live thing — and yet I dinna ken, 1 
vvadna wish to see ouything look liker a bogle.’ 

‘ At any rate,’ said Earnselilf, ‘ I will ride over 
to-morrow, and see what lias become of the un- 
happy being.’ 

‘ In fair daylight?’ queried the yeoman ; ‘then, 
grace o’ God, fte be wi’ ye. liut heie we are 
nearer to Heugh-foot than to your liouse by twa 
mile, — hadna ye better e’en gae hame wi’ mo, 
and we’ll send the callaiit on the powny to tell 
them that you are wi’ us, though I believe there’s 
tiaebody at hame to wait for you hut the servants 
and the cat.’ 

‘ Have with you, then, friend Hobbie,’ said the 
voung luinter ; ‘and as 1 would not willingly 
have either the servants be anxious, or puss for- 
feit her*supper, in my absence, I’ll he obliged to 
y^ou to send the boy as you propose.’ 

'' ^ ‘ Aweel, that is kind, I must say. Aud ye’ll 
gae h*ame to Heugh-foot ? Tliey’ll be righb 
blithe to see you, that w'ill they.’ 

This aifair settled, they walked briskly on a 
little farther, when, coming to the ridge of a 
pretty steep hill, Hobbie Elliot exclaimed, ‘ Now, 
Earnsclilf, I am aye glad when I come to this 
very bit. — Ye see the light below, that’s in the 
ha’ wiiidov^ where grannie, the gash auld car- 
line, is sitting hirling at licr wlicol—and ye see 
yon other light that’s gaun whiddin’ back and 
Ebrtit through amang tlio Avindows? that’s my 
ebusin, Gfrace Armstrong, — she's tAAuce as clever 
about the house as my sisters, aud sae they say 
themsers, for they’re good-natured lasses as ever 
trod on heather ; hut they confess themsel’s, and 
sAe does grannie, that she has far maist action, 
and iis the best goer about the toun, now that 
grannie is off the foot hersel*. — My brothers, ano 
0 * them’s away to wait upon the chamberlain, 
ahd ane’s at Moss-phadraig, that’s our led farm 
“»he can see after the stock just as weel as I 
Bahdp.,* 

are lucky, my good friend, in having so 
valuable relations.* 

make me thankful, I’se 
it— But will ye tell me now> Earns- 


cliff, you that have been at college, and the High . 
School of Edinburgh, ana got a’ sort o’ lair where 
it was to bo best gotten---will ye tell me — no 
that it’s ony concern of mine in particular, — but 
1 heard the priest of St. John’s, and our minister, 
bargaining about it at the winter fair, and troth 
they haith spak very weel. — Now, the priest says 
it’s unlawful to many ane’s cousin ; but I cannot 
say 1 thought h(i brought out the gospel author- 
ities half sue, weel as our minister — our minister is 
thought the best divine, aud the best preacher 
atween this and Edinburgh “Diuna ye think he 
was likely to be right ? ’ 

‘ Certainly marriage, hy all Protestant Chris- 
tians, is held to be as iree as God made it by 
the Levitieal law ; so, Hobbie, there can be no 
bar, legal or religious, betwixt you and Miss 
Annstrong.’ 

‘ Hout awawi’ your joking, Earnscliff,’ replied 
his companion, — ‘yb are angry eneiich yoursel’ 
if ano touches you a bit, man, on the sooth side 
of the jest. — No that I was asking the question 
about Grace, for ye maun ken she’s no my cousin- 
gemiaiii out and out, hut the daughter of my 
uncle's wife by her first marriage, so she’s nae 
kith nor kin to me — only a connection like. 
But now Ave’re at the .sheeling-hill — I’ll fire off 
my gun, to let them ken I’m coming, that’s aye 
my way ; and if I hae a deer 1 gie them tw'a shots, 
aile for the deer and ane for mysel’.’ 

He fired off his piece accordingly, and the 
number of lights were seen to traverse the house, 
and even to gleam before it. Hobbie Elliot 
])ointed out one of these to Earnscliff, which 
seemed to glide from the house towards some 
of the outhouses. — ‘Tliat’s Grace hersel’,’ said 
Hobbie. ‘She’ll no meet me at the door, I’se 
Avarrant her — but she’ll be aAva, for a* that, to 
see if my hounds’ siqiper be ready, poor beasts.* 

‘Loa"o me, love my dog,’ answered Earnscliff. 
‘Ah, Hobbie, you are a lucky young fellow ! ’ 

This observation was uttered Avith something 
like a sigh, whieli apparently did not escape the 
car of his conqiaiiion. 

‘ Hout, other folk may be as lucky as I am— 
0, hoAV T haAm, .seen Miss Isabel V ere^s head turn 
after somebody Avhen they passed ane another at 
the Carlisle races ! Wha kens but things may 
come round in this world ? ’ 

Earnsclilf muttered something like an answer, 
but Avhether in assent to the proposition, or 
rebuking the application of it, could not easily 
be, discovered ; and it seems probable that the 
speaker himself was willing his meaning should 
rest in doubt and obscurity. They had now de- 
scended the broad loaning, which, winding round 
the foot of the steep bank, or heugh, brought 
them ill front of the thatclicd but comfortaible 
farm-house which was the dwelling of Hobbie 
Elliot and his family. 

The doorway was thronged with joyful facies ; 
but the appearance of a stranger blunted many a 
gibe which had been prepared on Hobble’s lack of 
success in the deer-stalking. There was a little 
bustle among three handsome young women, each 
endeavouring to devolve upon another th« task 
of ushering me sti*anger into the apartment, while 
jffobably all were,: anxious to escape for the pur- 
pose of making some little personal arrangements 
before presenting themselves to a young gentle- 
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in a. dishabille f nly intended for their 
brpttier, 

Hobbie, in the meanwhile, bestowing some 
hearty and general abuse upon them all (for Grace 
was not one of tlie party), snatched the candle 
from the liaiid of one of the rustic coquettes, as 
she stood playing pretty with it in her hand, and 
ushered liis guest into tlie family jjarlour, or 
rather hall ; for the place having been a house of 
defoiieo in former times, the sitting apartment 
was a vaulted and ]>aved room, damp and dismal 
enough compared with the lodgings oi‘ the. yeo- 
manry of our days, but whic.li, when well ligJited 
up Avith a large s])arkliiig lire, of turf and bog- 
wood, seemed to EarnselilF a most eomfortable 
exchange for the darkness and bleak blast of the 
hill. Kindly and repeatedly Avas lie Aveloomed b.y 
the venerable old dame, the mistress of tlic family, 
who, dressed in her coif and pinners, her close and 
decent gown of homc-sjum avooI, but Avith a large 
gold necklace and earrings, looked, Avliat she 
really was, the lady as Avell as the farmer’s Avife, 
while, seated in her chair of Avieker by tlie corner 
of the great chimney, she divectecl the evening 
occupations of the young Avoinen, and of tAvo or 
three stout serving AV’emdies, Avho sat jdying 
their distaffs behind the backs of their young 
mistresses. 

As soon as Eamscliff had been tin Iv welcomed, 
and hasty orders issued for some addition to the 
evening meal, his grand-dame and si.s1erso])euc(l 
their battery upon Hobbio Elliot for bis lack of 
success against the deer. 

‘Jenny iieedna have kept up her kitolien fire 
fora’ that Hobbie has brought bamc,’said one 
sister. 

' Troth no, lass,’ said another ; ‘ Ihe gatliering 
peat,* if it was Aveel blaAvn, wad dress a’ our 
Hobble’s venison.’ 

‘ Ay, or the Ioav of the candle, if the wind Avacl 
let it bide steady,’ said a third ; ‘ if I Avere him 
I would bring ha me a black craw, rather than 
come back three times Avithout a biujk’s lioni to 
bhiw on.’ 

Hobbie turned from tlu^ one to the other, re- 
garding them alternately Avith a frown on hi.s 
brow, the augury of Avhieh Avas confuted by tin*, 
good-humoured laugh on tlic lowTr part of Ins 
countenance. lie then strove to proiatiate them 
by mentioning tlie iiiteiidc.d present <ff bis 
companion. 

‘ In my young days,’ said the old lady, ‘a man 
Avad hae been ashamed to ccmic back fraV the liill 
Avithout a buck hanging at eafh side o’ his horse, 
like a cadger carrying calves.’ 

‘ I wish they liad left for ns, then, 

gi*annie,’ retorted Holdne ; ‘ they’ve cleared the 
country o’ them, thfv auld friciids o’ ytnirs, Vm 
thinking.’ 

* Ye sec other folk ean fnid game, lliough you 
cannot, Hobbie,’ said the e,ldc.st .sistoj, glancing 
a look at young Eariisclill'. 

‘ Weel, Aveel, Avoman, basna every dog its day ? 
bagging Earnscliff's pardon for the auhl saying. 
•“Mipia I hac his luck, and he mine, anotlier 
time f—It's a braAV thing for a man to be out a 


■ The gathering peat is the piece of turf left to treasure 
apt'kp sfeCTct see& of fire, withoiit any generous consump- 
to lce<!p the fire alive. 


day, and frighted— na, I winna say that neither 
—but mistrysted wi’ bogles in the hame-!poining, 
an* then to hae to flyte wi’ a wheen women that 
hae been doing naething a’ the live-lang day, - 
but Avhirling a bit stick, wi’ a thread trauing at 
it, or boring at a clout.’ ** 

‘ Eriglitcd Avi’ bogles ! ’ exclaimed the females, 
one and all, — for great Avas the regard then paid, 
and perhaps still paid, in these glens, to all such 
fantasies. ' * 

‘ 1 did not say frighted, noAv— I only said mis- 
sel Avi’ the. thing. — And there Avas but ae bogle, 
ncillier — Earnselilf, ve saw it n.s Aveel as I dia ? * 

And he iwocecderf, without very much exag- 
geration, to detail, in his oavii Avay, the meeting 
they had Avith the mysterious being at Muckle- 
.italic Moor, coneluding, ho could not conjecture 
AA’liat on earth it could be, ‘ unless it was either 
the Enemy himsel’, or some of the auld Peghts 
that held the country laug syue.’ 

‘Auld IVght ! ' exclaimed ihc grand-dame; 
‘na, iia — ble.ss thee frae. scathe, my bairn, it’s 
been nac I’eght that — it’s been the Ilrown ilan 
of the moors ! 0 Aveary fa' ihae evil days ! — ' 

Avhat can evil beings be coming for to distract a 
])oor country, now it's peact'fully settled, and 
living in Ioa'c and laAV ? — O Aveary on him ! he 
ne’er brought gudo to these lands or the in-, 
flwellors. My fatlier aften tauld me he Avas seen 
in the year o’ the bloody light at Marston Moor, 
ami then again in Montrose's troubles, and again 
before the. rout o* Dunbai ; and in my ain time, 
he Avas .seen sbout the lime v>’ Poihwell Brig, 
and they .said the second-sighted Ijaird of Bcnar- 
buck had a eoinmuning Avi' him some time afore 
Argyle’s landing, but that I cannot R]>eak to say 
)>receesely — it was far in the west. — 0 bairns, he^s 
never j)ermitted but in an ill time, sao mind ilka 
one o’ yc to draw to Him that can help in the 
day of trouble.’ 

Earnselilf now interposed, and expressed his 
lii'iu coiiAdction that the j^erson tliey had seen ' 
Avas some ]>oor maniac, and had no commission 
from the invisible A\orld to announce either 
AA’ar or evil. Ihit liis opinion found a very cold 
audh'uee, and all joined to deprecate his purpose 
(d* returning to tlie sj)ot the next day. 

‘0 my boiinie bairn,’ said the old dame (for, 
in the. kindness of her heart, she extended her 
parental style to all in Avliomslie was interested) 
— ‘ you should beware mair than other folk — 
tlierc’.s been a heavy breach made your house 
wi’ your fiitbcr’s l»lood.slied, and wi’ law-pleas, 
and ]osse.s sinsyne ; — and you are the flower of 
the Hock, and tlie lad tiiat will build up the auld 
bigging again (if it be His Avill) to be an honour 
to the country, and a safeguard to those that 
dwell in it — you, before others, are called upon 
to ]>ut yoursel’ in no rash adventures— for yours 
was fiyo ower venturesome a race, and muckle 
barm they have got by it.’ 

‘ But 1 am sure, my good friend, you would 
iKjt have me ]>c afraid of going to an open moor 
in liroad daylight ? ’ 

‘ 1 dinna ken,’ said the good old dame ; * I 
never bid son or friend o’ mine haud tlieir hand 
liack in a gude cause, whether it were a Mend’s 
or their am— that should be by nae bidding of 
mine, or of onybody that’s come of a geitt^o kin- 
dred.— But it winna gang out qf a head like 
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ftiae, that to gang to seek for evil that’s no fash- 
nk wi* you, is clean against law and Scrijitiire.’ 
l^rasoliff resigned an argument which he saw 
10 prospect of maintaining with good cliect, and 
he entrance of supper broke off the rjonversation. 
lisifGraoe had by tins time made her appearance, 
nd Hobbie, not witlior a conscious glance at 
Sarnscliff, placed himseJf by her side. Mirth 
nd lively conversation, in which the old lady of 
ho house took the good-humoured share whitOi 
0 well becomes old age, restored to the cheeks 
f the damsels the roses ^\hich their lu'other’s tale 
f the apparition had chased away, and they 
anced and sung for an hour after supper as if 
here were no such things as goblins in the 
^orld. 


CHAPTFF III, 

I am a misanlhropos, and hate mankind - 
For tliy part, I do wish thou wcit a dog, 

That I might love thee something. 

Timon of Athens. 

On the following mornitjg, after hi-eakfa.st, 
Darnscliff took leave of his liospitahle friends, 
romising to return in time to partake of the 
enison, which had arrived from his house, 
lobbie, who apparently took leave of him at the 
.oor of his habitation, slunk out, however, and 
^ined him at the top of the hill. 

* Ye’ll be gauu yonder, Mr. I’atrick ; fiend o’ 
le will mistryst you for a’ my mother says. 1 
bought it host to slip out (quietly, tJiongli, in case 
lie should mi,sJip])en something of -wliat we’re 
nun to do —wo mauna vex her at nae rate — it 
?as amaist the last v-ord my father said to .me 
n Lis deathbed.’ 

VPy no meanS; Hobbie,’ said Karnseliff; * sbe 
rell merits all your attention.’ 

'Trot#, for that matter, slni would be as sair 
ipxed amaist for you as for mo. I5nt d’ye really 
aink ^lerc’s nae j)resumption in venturing l)a( k 
under i — We liae iiac special ooniinissiun, ye 
len.' 

‘If I thought as you do, Hobbie,* said the 
ouiig ^ntlenian, ‘ I would not perhaps inquire 
irther into this business ; l)ut as I am of opinion 
hat preternatural vibitatioiis arc3 either ceased 
Itogether, or become v(3ry rare in our days, i 

E iwilliri^ to leave a matter uninvestigated 
may concern the life of a poor distracted 

reel, awcol, if ye really think that,’ 
red Hobbie doubtfully — ‘And it’s for 
1 the very fairies -- 1 mean the very good 
)Ours themsel’s (for they say folk siildna 
3m fairies) that used to be seen on every 
k*een knowe at e’en, are no half sac often visildc 
(1 our days. 1 canna depone to having ever 
Ben ane inysel’, but I ance heard ano whistle 
hint me in the moss, as like a wliaup as ao 
mng could bo like anither. And niony ane 
iffetl tier saw when lie used to come hame frao 
he fairs at e’en wi’ a drap drink in his head, 
onest man.* 

]&misoliff was somewhat entertained with the 
radtiai^ declension of superstition from one 
eneratibh to another which was inferred in this 


last observation ; and tl^y continued to reason 
on such subjects, until they came in sight of tlio 
upright stojie which gave name to the moor. 

‘As, I shall answer,* said Hobbie, ‘yonder’s 
the creature creeping about yet I — But it’s day- 
light, and you have your gun, and I brought 
out ijiy bit V lunger — 1 think wc may venture 
on him.’ 

‘ By all manner of means,’ said Eanisdiff ; 

‘ but, in the name of Avondcr, what can he be 
doing there ? ’ 

‘ Biggiiig a dry-slanc dyke, I think, wi’ the 
grey geese, as they ca’ thae great loose stanes. — 
Odd, that passes a’lliing 1 o’er heard tell of 1 ’ 

As they ap])roaeJi(‘d nearer, Earnscliff could 
iiot helj) agreeing with his comi)anion. The 
figure they had seen the night before, seemed 
slowly and toilsomely labouring to pile the large 
stones one ni)on another, as if to form a small 
eiielosure. Materials lay around him in great- 
plenty, but the labour of carrying on tlie work 
was immense, from the size of most of the stones ; 
and it seemed astonishing that he should have 
siiecceded in moving several which he had already 
arranged for the foundation of his edifice. He 
was struggling to move a Ihigment of great size 
when the two young men came uj), and w^as so 
intent executing his pnri)ose, that he did 
not perceive thetii till they Avere close upon him. 
In straining and heaving at the stone, in order 
to place it according to his wish, he disjdayed 
a degree of strength which seemed utterly in- 
consistent with his size and apparent deformity. 
Indeed, to judge from the dilficulties he had 
already surmounted, he must have been of 
hereulean jjowers ; for some of tlio stones he 
had succeeded in raising aj)])arcntly required 
two men’s strength to have moved them. 
Ilohhie’s suspicions began to revive, on seeing 
the jjretcrnatiiral strength ho exerted.’ 

‘ 1 am amaist j)crsuaded it’s the ghaist of a 
stnne-mason — see sicean band-stanes as he’s laid I 
— An it he a man, aftei* a’, I wonder what he 
Avad lake by the rood to build a march-dyke. 
There’s ane sair wanted between Cringlehoj )0 
and the ShaAvs. — Honest man ’ (raising his 
voice), ‘ye make good firm wark there.* 

The being Avhom he addressed raised his eyes- 
Avith a ghastly stare, and, getting up from Ixis 
stooping postiu'c, stood before them in all his 
native ai^d hideous deformity. His head was 
of uiicominoii size, covei*ed Avith a fell of shaggy 
hair, partly grizzled with age ; liis eyebrows, 
shaggy and prominent, overhung a pair of small, 
dark, piercing eyes, set far back in their sockets, 
that rolled Avith a portentous wildness, indicative 
t)f a partial insanity. The rest of his features 
Avcrc ol the coarse, rough - hewn stamp, -with 
which a painter would et^uip a giant in romance ; 
to Avhich was added the wiln, irregular, and 
peculiar expression, so often seen in the eoun- 
U'liaucos ol those whose ])ersons are deformed. 
His body, thick and S(|uare, like that of a man 
of middle size, was mounted upon two large feet ; 
but nature seemed to have forgotten the legs 
and Hie thighs, or they were so very short as to 
bo hidden by the dress which he wore. His 
arms were long and brawny, furnished with two 
muscular hands, and, where uncovered in the 
eagerness of his labour, were shagged with coarse 


iVji VEHLEY ATOYEES 






black It seemed m if nature had originally 

lutieiided the separate parts of his body to bo 
the members of a , giant, but had afterwards 
oapriGiously assigned them to the person of a 
dwarf, so ill did the length of his arms and the 
iron strength of his iranie eoirespond wdth the 
shortness of his stature. His clothing was a 
sort of coarse brown tunic, like a monk’s frock, 
girt round him with a belt of sealskin. On his 
head he had a ca]) made of badger’s skin, or 
some other rough fur, which added considcral>ly 
to the grotesque elfect oJ’ his whole ajt])earaiiee, 
and overshadow (id features, w'hoso liabitnal 
expression seemed tliat of sullen, inaliguaiit 
misanthropy. 

This remarkable Dwarf giizcrl on tbe two 
youths in silence, with a dogged and irritatetl 
look, until Eariiselitf, willing to soothe him inb) 
bettor temper, observed, ‘ You are hard tasked, 
my friend ; allow us to assist you.’ 

Elliot and he accordingly placed the stone, 
by their joint clforts, upon the rising wall. The 
Dwarf watched them with the eye of a task- 
master, and tes tilled, by peevish gestures, his 
impatience at the time wliicli they took in 
adjusting the stone. He ])oiiitcd to another — 
they raised it also — to a third, to a fourtli — 
they continued to humour him, tlioiigh wdlli 
some trouble, for lie assigned them, as if in- 
tentionally, the heaviest fragments wdiich lay 
near. 

'And now, friend,’ said Elliot, as the iin- 
roasonable D^yarf indicated anotlier stone laigtn- 
than any they had moved, * Eanisclilf may do 
as he likes ; liut bo ye man or be ye w’anr, dcil 
be in my lingers if I break my back Mi’ licavi ug 
thae stanes ony laiiger like a harrow' - man, 
without getting .sae muck I e as thanks for my 
pains.’ 

' Thanks ! ’ exclaimed the Dw'arf, with a 
motion expressive of the utmost contempt.- • 
'There — take them, and fatten iqion them! 
Take them, and may they thrive with you as 
they have done with me — as they liave done 
with every mortal worm tliat ever heard the 
word spoken by liis felloiv iei>lilc ! Hence — 
cither labour or begone ! ’ 

* 'This is a line rtwvard w'c have, Earnselilf, for 
biildiug a tabernacle for tlus devil, and })!'<;- 
judioiijg our aiu souls into the bargain, for wdiat 
we ken.’ 

'Our presence,’ answered EarnsclilT, ‘scorns 
only to iiTitatc his frenzy ; w'c had better h‘avc 
him, and send some one to provide him witli 
food and necessaries.’ 

They did so. The servant despatched for 
this purpose found the Dwarf still lalionring at 
"liis wall, but could not extract a word Ironi Jiirn. 
TJie lad, infected witli tlio superstitions of the 
cottlitry, did not long persist in an attcrnjd 1o 
intrude questions or ailvicc on so singular a 
figure, but, liaving jdaiiod tlie articles wiiieh lie 
had lioiight for his use on a stone at some dis- 
taiMJe, hs left them at the misaiitlirojie's disjiosal. 

Tfei Dwarf jiroceeded in his labours, day after 
with an assiduity so incredible as to appear 
almost supernatural. In one day he often seemed 
to |iave done the work of two men, and his 
building soon assumed the appearance of the 
walls of a hat, which, though very small, and 


constructed only of stones and turf, withoti^iWny 
mortar, exhibited, fi'om the imusiial size of 
stones employed, an appearance of solidity 
uncommon for a cottage of such narrow aittteh- 
sions and rude construction. Earnscliff, atteiit- 
ivo to his motions, no sooner perceived to Vhat 
they tended, than ho sent down a number of 
s])ars of w'ood suitable for forming the rpof, 
which he caused to be left in the neighbourhood 
of the spot, resolving next day to send workmen 
to put them up. But his purpose was anticb 
pated, for in the evening, during the night, and 
(‘ally in the iimruing, the Dwarf had laboured 
so hard, ami with such ingenuity, that he hod 
nearly com]>leted the adjustment of the rafters. 
His next labour was to cut rushes and thatch 
his dw'elling, a task which he [Kirformed with 
.‘•iiiguiar dexterity. 

As lie seemed averse to receive any aid beyond 
the occasional assistance of a ])assonger, materials 
suitable to his purpose, and tools, were supplied 
to liim, in the use of which ho proved to bo 
skilful. He cmistmcted the door and window 
of his cot, he adjusted a rude bedstead and a 
few' shelves, and apjieared to become somewhat 
sootlied in his temper as his accommodations 
increast'd. 

His next task w as to form a strong enclosure, 
and to cultivate the land within it to the best 
of his pow’(jr ; until, by transporting mould, and 
w'orking up what was upon the spot, he formed 
a patch of garden ground. It must be naturally 
supposed tliat, as above hinted, this solitary 
being received assistaiu'c occasionally from suen 
trav(;IIeis as crossed the moor by chance, os 
Mcll as from sevi ral wdio w'(‘iit from curiosity tb 
visit his w'orks. It W'as, indeed, impossible to 
sec a human creature, so unfitted, at first sight, 
for liard labour, toiling wdth such unremitting 
assiduity, w'lthont sto]>]*ing a few minutes to 
aid him in his task; and, as no on^ of his 
occasional assistants w’as acquainted with the 
degree of lielji wdiieli the Dwarf had received 
from others, the celiu-ity of his progrej^s lost 
none of its marvels in their ej'es. The strong 
and coiiqiact apjiearanee of the cottage, formed 
in so very short a sjiace, and liy suen a being, 
and the snpci’ior skill which lie displayed in 
mechanicvS, and in other arts, gave suspicion to 
the sun-ouiiding neighbours. They insisted 
that, if he w'as not a jiliantom, opinion 
wdii(;h was now' abandoned, since ho inainly 
ajipeared a being of blood and boric with them- 
selves, --yet ho must be in close league with the 
invisible world, and have chosen that setjuestered 
spot to carry on his communication with them 
undisturbed. They insisted, though in a 
dillerent sense from tlie pliilosoplier’s applicisi- 
tion of the ]»bras(', that he was never less alone 
ihan when alone ; and that from the heiighta 
whi(jh (iomnianded the mohr at a distance, 
]»asseng(!r.s often discovered a iMjrson at work 
along with this dweller of tlio desert, wlto 
regularly disajipeared as soon as tliey approached 
closer to the cottage. Such a figtii'e was afto 
occasionally seen sitting beside him at the dhor, 
w'alking with him in the moor, or asaiating jhim 
in fetching water from his fountain. ; Eantii^ifi' 
explained this phenomonon by aupposihgtt to be 
the Dwarf s shadow. . 



Tm BLACK 


1} ;a 9 liadow has, he,’ replied Hobibie Elliot, 
who ^l^as a strenuous defender of the general 
opinion ; * he’s ower far in wi’ the Auld Ane to 
a shadow. Besides,’ he argued more logic- 
lily, *wha ever heard of a shadow that cam 
bet^en a body and the sun? and this thing, 
De it what it will, is thinner and taller than the 
3 ody himsel’, ami has ^eeii seen to come between 
aim and the sun mair ihan ance or twice cither.’ 

These suspicious, which in any other part of 
the country might liavo been attended with 
.iivestigations a little inconvenient to the sup- 
posed wizard, were here only j»rod active of 
^aspect and awe. The recluse being seemed 
joinewhat gratified by the marks of timid 
veneration with which an occasional passenger 
ipproached liis dwelling, the look of start i(*d 
iurprise with which lie surveyed his person and 
lis premises, and the Inirried step with whicli 
,ie pressed his retreat as he ])assed the awful 
ipot. The boldest only stojiiicd to giatify tbeir 
juriosity by a hasty glance at tlio walls of his 
:ottage and garden, and to aiiologise for it by a 
jourtoous salutation, which the inniato some- 
dmes deigned to return by a \vord or a nod. 
EarnsclifF often jiassed that way, and seldom 
vithout inquiring after the solitary inmate, who 
leomed now to liave arranged his establishment 
or life. 

It was impossible to engage him in any con- 
versation on his own personal affairs ; nor was 
le communicative or accessible in talking on 
i»ny other subject whatever, although he seemed 
^0 have considerably relented in tlje extreanc 
procity of his misaiithio]>y, or rather to be less 
requently visited witli the fits of derangement 
>f which this was a symptom. No argument 
>ould prevail upon him to accept anything 
)eyond the simplest necessaries, although pmeli 
nore was olfored by Earnsclilf out of^charity, 
ind by his more superstitious neighbours from 
)ther Actives. The beneliLs of these last he 
•e^id by advice, when consulted (as at length 
le slowly was) on their diseases, or those of 
,heir cattle. ^ Ho often furnished them w-itli 
nedicines also, and seemed possessed, not only 
)f such as WTTC the produce of the country, but 
)f foreign drugs. lie gave these persons to 
inderstand that liis name was Elshender the 
^cluse ; but his popular e[)itliet soon came to 
ie Canny Elshic, or the MMse Wight of Mucklc- 
itane Mo A. Some extended their quciies 
jeyond their bodily complaints, and requested 
^vice upon other matters, Avhich he delivered 
vith an oracular shrewdness that greatly con- 
Irmed the oi)inion of his possessing preter- 
natural skill. The querist usually left some 
Offering upon a stone at a distance from liis 
dwelling ; if it was money, or any article 'which 
I did not suit him to ac(!opt, he either threw it 
^y, or sutfered it to remain wliero it was 
thout making use of it. On all occasions his 
kmers were rude and unsocial ; and his words, 
Itiiilhber, just sufficient to express his meaning 
^ biiefiy^ as possible, and he shunned all com- 
(mioatxoa tnat went a syllable beyond the 
a-t^ l\and. When winter had passed 
ray, and liis garden began to afford him herbs 
4; , vegetables, lie confined himself almost 
to those articles of food. He accepted, 
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notwithstanding, a paji- of she -goats from 
EarnsoliiT, whion fed on the moor, and supplied 
him with milk. 

When ^ EarnsclifF found his gift had been 
received, "he soon afterwards paid the hermit a 
visit. The old man was seated on a broad flat 
stone near liis garden door, which was the seat 
of science he usually occupied when disposed to 
reeoivo his patients or clients. The inside of 
his hut, and that of his garden, he kept as 
satired from human intrusion as the natives of 
Otfihcito do their Morai ; — apparently ho would 
have deemed it ])ollutcd by the step of any 
human being. When lie shut himself up in his 
habitation, no entreaty could prevail ut) 011 him 
to make himself visible, or to give audience to 
any one whomsoeve-r. 

Earnsclilf had heA‘M fishing in a small river at 
some distance. He had his rod in his hand, and 
his basket, filled with trout, at bis shoulder. He 
sat down upon a ‘stone nearly opposite to the 
Dwarf, who, familiaiizcd with liis presence, took 
no further notice of liim than by elevating his 
huge misslia])eu head for the i»ur pose of staling 
at him, and then again sinking it upon his 
bosom, as if in ]H’ofoiin(l meditation. Earnscliff 
looked around him, and observed that the hermit 
had increased liis aocommodations by the con- 
struction of a shed for the reception of his goats. 

‘You labour hard, Elshic,’ he said, willing to 
lead this .singular being into conversation. 

‘ Laboui , ’ rc-echoed the Dwarf, ‘ is the mildest 
evil of a lot so miserable as that of mankind ; 
better to labour like mo, than sport like you.’ 

‘ 1 cannot defend the liumaiiity of our ordinary 
rural sjiorts, Elshie, and yet’ 

‘And yet,’ inLerruptod the Dwarf, ‘ they are 
better than your ordinary business ; better to 
exorcise idle and wanton cruelty on mute fishes 
than on your fel loAv-creatui’es. Yet why should I 
say so ? AMiy should not the whole human herd 
butt, gore, and gorge upon eacli other, till all aVe 
extiri)ate(l hut one huge and over-fed Behemoth, 
and he, wlien he had throttled and gnawed the 
bones of all bis felloAvs — he, when his prey failed 
him, to be roaring Avhole days for lack of food, 
and, finally, to die, inch by inch, of famine — it 
Avere a consummation worthy of the race 1 * 

"Your deeds arc better, Elshie, than your 
Avords, ’ answered Earnscliff ; ‘ you labour to pre- 
serve the race AA’hom your misanthropy slanders.* 

‘ 1 do ; but why ? — Hearken. You are one on 
Avhoin I look with the least loathing, and I care 
not, if, contrary to my AA’ont, I Avaste a few w^ords 
in compassion to your infiituated blindness. If 
I cannot send disease into families, and murrain 
among the herds, can I attain the same end so 
Avell as by ])rolonging the lives of those who can 
servo the purpose of destruction as effectually 1 
— Tf Alice of Bower liad died in winter, would 
young Kuthwiii have been slain for her love tlio 
last sju-ing ? — Who thouglit of penning their cattle 
beneath tlie tower Avhcu the Red Reiver of West- 
burnflat Avas deemed to bo on his death-bed I — 
My draughts, my skill, recovered him. And 
now, who dare leave his herd upon tlie lea Avith- 
out a watch, or go to bed without unchaining 
the sleuth-hound ?* 

‘I own,* ^swered Earnscliff, ‘you did little 
good to society by the last of these cures. But, 
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to balanoe the evil, there is my friend Hobbie, 
htmeftt Hobbie of the ^Heugli-foot, your skill 
relieved him last winter in a fever that might 
have cost him his life. ’ 

^Thns think the children of clay in their 
ignorance,’ said the Dwarf, smiling maliciously, 
*and thus they speak in their folly. Have you 
marked the young cub of a wild cat that has 
been domesticated how sj>ortivo, how playful, 
how gen tie, — but trust him witli your game, 3^0111- 
lambs, your poultry, his inbred ferocity breAks 
forth ; he gripes, tears, ravages, and devours.’ 

‘Such is the animal’s instinct,’ answered Eanis- 
cliff ; ‘ but what has that to do with Ilohhic ? ’ 

*lt is his erublcni — it is his ])icture,’ retorted 
the Recluse. ‘ He is at ])resent tame, quiet, and 
domesticated, for lack of oj)portunit\^ to exercise 
his inborn propensities ; but let the tTUin]»'t of 
war sound — let the 3’ouiig bloodhound snuff 
blood, he will he as ferocious as the wildest of 
his Border ancestors that ever bred a helpless 
peasant’s abode. ‘Can 3^011 dtuiy, that even at 
present lie often urges 3^011 to take blood3’ revenge 
for an injury received when you wei-e a l)oy ? ’ 
— Earnscliff .started ; the Recluse a]»jH?are(l not 
to observe his sinqjnsc, and i)roeceded — ‘ The 
tnimpet will blow, the. young bloodhound will 
lap blood, and 1 will laugh and sav, For this 1 
have preserved tlieij ! ’ He j)auscd, and con- 
tinued, — ^ Snell are m3' cures; their object, 
their purpose, perpetuating the mass of misery, 
and playing even in this desert 1113' ])art in the 
general tragedy. Were pm on your sick-]>ed. I 
might, in compassion, send you a cuj> of poison.’ 

am much obliged to 3'ou, Elshie, and 
certainly shall not fail to consult you, with .so 
comfortable a ho])e from youi assistance.’ 

*Do not Hatter 3'oursclf too far,’ re[>lied the 
Hemiit, ‘with the hope tliat 1 vill iK)sitivel3' 
yield to the frail t3' of ]>ily, Wh3' should I 
snaU'h a dupe, so well lilted to endure the 
miseries of life as you are, fi-om the wri^tehcdness 
which his own visions, and tlio villany of the 
world, arc jirepariiig for 1dm Wh}' should 1 
pla3'' the com]ja.ssionate Indian, aij<l, knocking 
out the brains of the captive with 1113^ toiiiaha'v\k, 
at once spoil the three days’ aniusement of my 
kindred tribe, at the vcr3' moment when the 
brands were lighted, the pimicrs heated, the 
cauldrons Ijoiliiig, the knives sh.aipened, tu tear, 
H^’oreh, seethe, and scarif\^thc irtuidcd victim ?’ 

‘ A dreadful jncture you prc-iciit to me (‘f life, 
Elshie ; but I am not'dainitcd by it,’ relurnefi 
Earnscliff. ‘ We are sent here, in one sense, to 
bear and to suffer ; but, in another, to do and to 
enjoy. The active day has its evening of nqwse ; 
even patient sufferance lias its alleviations, where, 
there is a consoUtory sense of duty dischargnl.’ ! 

*1 spurn at the slavish and bestial doctrine,’ 
said the Dwarf, his eyes kindling with ins{Ui.‘ 
far^^ — ‘T spurn at it, as worthy only of tlio 
beasts that perish ; but I will waste no more 
words with you.’ 

He rose hastily ; but ere he withdrew into the 
liU^ he. added, with great vclnjinence, ‘ Yet, lest 
atill think my apjiarent benefits to mankind 
from the stupid and servile source called 
love ,9f ouj* follow-creatures, know, that were 
there^ a man who had annihilated my soul’s 
dearest, boxie — who had torn my heart to 


mammocks, and. seared .my brain till it gloved 
like a volcano, and were that man’s fortune, and 
life in my power as completely as this frail pot- 
sherd’ (he snatched ui> an earthen cup Which 
stood beside him), ‘ I would not dash him into 
atoms thus’ — (ho flung the vessel with ifiiry 
against the wall), — ‘ No 1 ’ (ho spoke more com- 
posedly, but with the utmost bitterness), ‘I 
would pamper him with wealth and power to 
inflame his evil jiassions, and to fulfil his evil 
designs ; lie should lack no n;eans of vice and 
villany ; he should be the centre of a whirlpool 
that itself sliould know neither rest nor peace, 
hut boil with unceasing fury, while it wrecked 
eveiy goodly ship that approached its limits ! he 
should he an earthquake capable of shaking the 
ver3' land in which he dwTlt, and rendering all 
its inli.ibilaiits friendless, outcast, and miserable 
— as I am ! ’ 

Tilt! wrcteln d being rushed into his hut as he 
uttered tlie^e last words, shutting the door with 
furious violenee, and raj)i(lly drawing two bolts, 
one after another, as if to exclude the intrusion 
of aiiv one of that hated ratjc who had thus 
lashed liis soul to freii/y. Earnscliff left the 
moor with iniiiglcd sensations of ))ity and horror, 
]»oiideriiig what strango and inelanehol3’' cause 
could have rediieoil to so miserable a state of 
mind a man whose language argued him to be of 
rank and education much superior to the vulgar. 
He was also surprised to see how much particular 
in formation a person w ho had liverf in that 
eouiitry so short a time, and in so recluse a 
manner, had been able to (jollee.t respecting the 
dispositions and jirivatc affairs of the inhabitants. 

‘It is no w'oufler,’ be said to himself, ‘that 
w’itli sueli extent of information, .such a mode 
of life, so iniooiith a figure, and sentiments so 
virulently inisanthropie, this unfortunate should 
be regarded ]>y the vulgar as in league with the 
Enemy of ^laukind.’ 


CNAP'J'ER IF, 

ffhe bleakest rork uooii the loneliest heath 
Fiicls, In its harrenness, some touch of spring J 
And in the Apiil dew, or heani of May, 

Its nuiss anti lichen freshen and revive: 

And thus the heart, most seareil to human pleasure, 
Melts ai the tear, joys in the smile, of woman. 

b^AUMONT, 

As the season advanced, the wfeather became 
iiKu’c genial, and the R<‘elnse w'as more frequently 
Ibiiiid occup3dng tlie broad flat stone in the front 
of hi.s mansion. As he .sat there one day, about 
the hour of noon, a party of gentlemen and 
ladies, well monnled and numerously attended, 
sut-pt aernK.s the heath ai .some dista.nec fmm his 
(hvi'lling. Dogs, haw'ks, and lod-horaes swelled 
the retinue, and tlic air rcsonndefl at intervals 
with the cheer of the huritew, and the sound of 
hnrijs blown by tln> attendants. The Recluse 
was about to rfi'tirc into his niansLon at the sight 
of a train so joyous, when three young ladiesp 
with their attendants, who had made a circuit, 
and detached themselves from their party, in 
order to gratify their curiosity by a sight or the 
Wise Wight of Mucklestane Aloor, came suddenly 
up ere ho could eflbot his pur^o. Thie first 
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shriekddi put her hands before her eyes at 
sight of an object so unusually deformed. The 
second^ with a hysterical giggle, which she 
ihtended should disguise her terrors, asked the 
Recluse whether he could tell their fortune. 
The ihivd, who was best mounted, best dressed, 
and incomparably the best-looking of the three, 
advanced, as if to cover the incivility of her 
eompanions. 

* We have lost the right path that leads through 


this way to ’ 

* Hush ! ’ interrupted the Dwai f ; ‘so young, 
ind already so artful? You came — you know 
yoxL came, to exult in tlie consciousness of your 
)wn youth, W’calth, and beauty, by contrasting 
them with age, poverty, and deformity. It is a 
it employment for the daughter of your father ; 
JUt O, how unlike the cliila of your mother ! * 

‘Did you, then, know my parents, and do 
^on know me ? ’ 

‘ Yes ; this is the first Lime you have crossed 
ny waking eyes, but I have seen you in my 
Ireams.’ 

‘ Your dreams ! ’ 

‘Ay, Isabel Ycrc. What hast thou, or thine, 
'jO do with my waking thouglits ? ’ 

‘Your waking thoughts, sir,’ said the second 
)f Miss Vere’s companions, with a sort of mock 
gravity, ‘ are fixed, doubtless, upon wisdom ; 
oily can only intrude on your sleeping moments.’ 

‘Over thine,’ retorted the Dwarf, more splen- 
itically than became a philoso])her or hermit, 
folly exercises an unlimited empire, asleep or 
iwake.’ 

Lord bless us ! ’ said the lady ; ‘ lie is a 
^phet sure enough.’ 

|‘^Aa surely,’ continued the Recluse, ‘as thou 
it a woman. A woman ! — I should have said 
pady— fine lady. You asked me to tell your 
prtTUne — it is a simple one : an endless chase 
Snrough life after follies not worth catching, and 
vHen dkught, successively thrown away — a chase, 
pursued from the days of tottering infancy to 
:hose of old age upon his crutches. Toys and 
nerry - makings in childhood — love and its 
ihsiirdities in youth — spadille and basto in age, 
jhall succeed each other as objects of jmrsuit; — 
lowers and butterflies in spring — butterflies and 
rhistlo-dow^ in summer — withered leaves in 
mtumn and winter — all pursued, all caught, all 


I jido. — Stand apart ; your fortune is said.’ 
caught, however,’ retorted the laughing 
1 , who w’as a cousin of Miss Vere’s ; ‘ that’s 
ing, Nancy,’ she continued, turning to 
lid damsel who had first apj»roached the 
; ‘ will you ask your fortune ? ’ 

; for worlds,’ said she, drawing back ; ‘ I 
jard enough of yours.’ 

11, then,’ said Miss Tlderlori, offering 
to the Dwarf, ‘ lil jiay for mine, as if it 
loken by an oracle to a princess.’ 
til,’ said the soothsayer, ‘can neither be 
nor sold ; ’ and he pushed back her 
d offering with morose disdain. 

11, then, ^ said the lady, ‘I’ll keep my 

t y^ Mr. Elshender, to assist me in the chase 
to pursue.’ < 


‘ You will need it, ’ replied the cynic ; * without 
it, few pursue successfully, and fewer aM them- 
selves pursued. Stop ! ’ he said to Miss Vere, 
as her coinpanions moved off ; ‘ with you I have 
more to say. You have what your companions 
would wish to have, or be thought to nave — 
beauty, wealth, station, accomplishments.’ 

‘ Forgive my following my companions, father ; 

I am proof both to flattery and fortune- tell ing.* 

‘Stay,’ continued the Dwarf, with his hand 
on her horse’s rein, ‘ I am no common soothsayer, 
and 1 am no flatterer. All the advantages I 
have detailed, all and each of them have their 
corresponding evils — unsueccssful love, crossed 
affections, the gloom of a convent, or an odious 
alliance. I, who wish ill to all mankind, cannot 
wish more evil to you, so much is your course of 
life crossed by it.* 

‘ And if it be, father, let me enjoy the readiest 
solace of adversity, 'while prosperity is in my 
})ower. You are old ; you are poor ; your habit- 
ation is far from human aid, were you ill, or in 
w'ant ; your situation, in many respects, exposes 
you to the suspicions of the vulgar, which are too 
apt to break out into actions of brutality. Let 
me think I have mended the lot of one human 
being ! Accept of such assistance as I have 
power to offer ; do this for my sake, if not for 
your own, that when these evils arise, which you 
prophesy perhaps too truly, I may not have to 
rc'ilcct that the hours of my happier time have 
been passed altogether in vain.’ 

The old man answered with a broken voice, 
and almost without addressing himself to the 
young lady,— 

‘ Yes, ’tis thus thou shouldst think — ’tis thus 
thou shouldst speak, if ever human speech and 
thought kept touch with each other ! They do 
not — they do not — Alas ! they cannot. Ana yet 
— wait here an instant — stir not till my return,* 
He went to his little garden, and returned with 
a lialf-blown rose. ‘ Thou hast made me shed a 
tear, the first which has wet my eyelids for many 
a year ; for that good deed receive this token of 
gi-atitude. It is but a common rose ; preserve it, 
liow'evcr, and do not jiart with it. Come to me 
in your hour of adversity. Show me that rose, 
or but one leaf of it, were it withered as my 
heart is — if it should bo in my fiercest and 
wildest movements of rage against a hateful 
world, still it will recall gentler thoughts to 
my bosom, and perhaps afford happier prospects 
to thine. But no message,’ he exclaimed^ rising 
into his usual mood of misanthropy — ‘no go- 
between ! Come thyself ; and the heart and tne 
doors that are shut against evdry other earthly 
being, shall open to thee and to thy sorrows. 
And now pass on.’ 

He let go the bridle-rein, and the young lady 
rode on, after expressing her thanks to this 
.singular being, as well as her surprise at the 
extraoi dinary nature of his address would per- 
mit, often tiinuiig back to look at the Dwarf, 
who still remained at the door of his habitation, 
and watched her progress over the moor towahls 
her father’s castle of Ellieslaw, until the brow 
the hill hid the jiarty from his sight. ^ 

The ladies, meantime, jested with Miss Vere 
on the strange interview they had j\ist had wfrh 
the far-famed \Yizard of the Moor. ‘Isabella 
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has all the luck at home and abroad ! Her 
haWk . strikes down tne black-cock ; her eyes 
wound the i^llant ; no chance for her poor com- 
panions and kinswomen ; even the conjuror can- 
not escape the force of her charms. You should, 
in compassion, cease to be such an engrosser, my 
dear Isabel, or at least set ii]) shop, and sell off 
all the goods you do not mean to keep for your 
own use.’ 

* You shall have tlioiii all,’ replied Miss Vere, 
‘and the conjuror to boot, at a very easy rate.’ 

‘No! Nancy shall have the conjuror,’ said 
Miss Ilderton, ‘ to supply deliciencies ; she’s not 
quite a witch herself, you know.’ 

‘Lord, sister,’ answered the younger Miss 
Ilderton, ‘ what could 1 do with so frightful a 
monster ! I kcj»t my eyes shut, after once 
glancing at him ; ana I protest 1 thought I 
saw him still, though 1 Avinkod as clo«c as ever 
1 could.’ 

‘That’s a futy,’ said her sister ; ‘ever while 
you live, Nancy, choose an admirer whose faults 
can be hid by winking at them. AV'cll, then, I 
must take him myself, I suppose, anil jmt him 
into mamma's Japan cabinet, in order to show 
that Scotland can produce a s])ccimcn of mortal 
clay moulded into a form ten thousand times 
uglier than the imaginations of Canton and 
Pekin, fertile as tliey arc in monsters, have 
immortalized in porcelain.* 

‘There is soinothing,' said jSUss Vere, ‘.so 
melancholy in the situation of this poor man, 
that I cannot enter into your mirth, Lucy, so 
readily as usual. If he has no resources, how is 
he to exist in this waste country, living, as lie 
does, at sueli a distance from mankind and if lie 
has the means of securing occasional assistance, 
will not the very suspicion that he is possessi'il 
of them, expose him to plunder and assassina- 
tion by some of our uiescttled neighbours i* 

‘ But you forget that they say lie is a warlock,’ 
said Nancy Ilderton. 

‘And if his magic diabolical should fail him,’ 
rejoined her sister, ‘I would liavc him trust to 
his magic natural, and tlirust his enormous head, 
and most preternatural visage, out at his door 
or window, full in view of the as.sailants. The 
boldest robber tliat ever rode would hardly biflc 
a second glance of him. Well, I wish T liad the 
use of that Gorgon liead of his for only one 
half-hour.’ 

‘ For what purpose, Lucy? said Miss Voro. 

‘0! I w’ould frighten out of the castle that 
dark, stiff, and stately Sir Freilerick Langley, 
that is so groat a favourite w ith youi father, aiid 
80 little a favourite of yours. 1 prot(‘st 1 .shall 
Ibe obliged to the Wizard as long a.s 1 live, if it 
were only for the half-ljour's relief from thal. 
man’s company which ^ have gained hy deviat- 
. ing from the party to visit Klsliie.’ 

”What woidd you say tlicii,’ said ]\liss Vero, 
in ,a low tone, so as not to he Jieard ]>y the i 
yotiinger sister, who roile before thenj, the narrow ! 
path not admitting of tlieir moving ail three 
ablest:-*- 'What w'ould you s;iy, my deanwt 
if’ it were proposed to you to endure his 
oo&My for life ? * 

* ^ would say, JVb, ?m, 7w. three times, 

oaftC i^der than another, till they should hoar 
nm at Carlisle. * 


‘ And Sir Frederick would say 
nay-says are half a grant.* , ' , , 

‘That,’ replied Mias Lucy, ‘ depends onthrely 
on the maimer in which the nay-says are skid. 
Mine should have not one grain of concession in 
them, I promise you. ’ , . 

‘ But if your lather,’ said Miss Voro, ‘ wore to 
say, — Thus do, or’ 

‘ I would .stand to the consequences of his or, 
were lie the most cruel father that ever was 
recorded in romance, to till up the alternative*. 

‘And what if he threatened you with a 
Catholic aunt, an abbess, and a cloister ? * 

‘Tlien,’ said I^Iiss Ilderton, ‘ 1 w'ould threaten 
him with a Protestant son-in-law, and be glad 
of an opportunity to disobey him for conscience’ 

I .sake. And now that Nancy is out of hearing, 

I h’t me really say, l^hink you would he excusable 
before God and man for resisting this prepostei’oua 
match by every iiieuiis in your power. A proud, 
dark, ambitious man ; a caballer against tlio 
state; inlamous for bis avarice and seventy; a 
bad son, a bad brother, unkind and ungenerous 
to all bis relatives- Isabel, 1 would die rather 
than have him.’ 

‘ Don’t let my father hear you give me such 
advice,’ said Miss Vcrc, ‘or adieu, my dear Lucy, 
to Ellicslaw' Castle.’ 

‘And adieu to Ellieslaw Castle, with all iiiy 
heart,’ said her fricml, ‘if I once saw you fairly 
' out of it, and settled under sonvo kinder protector 
than he whom nature lias given you. 0, if my 
poor father liad been in Ids former health, how 
gladly would he liave received and sheltered you, 
till this ridiculous and cruel ]>ersecution were 
blown over ! ’ 

‘ Would to God it bad been so, my dear Lucy 1* 
answered Isabella ; * but 1 fear that, ill your 
j fatlier’s weak state of health, he would be alto- 
! getlier unable to ]>rotect me against the means 
which would be immediately used for reclaiming 
the poor fugitive.’ " * 

‘1 fear so, indeed,’ reidied Miss Ilderton; ‘but 
we will consider and devise something. ^ Now 
that your father and his guests seem so fieeply 
engaged in some mysterious plot, to judge fi‘om 
the passing and returning of inos.sages, from the 
strange faces which aiipear and disapjicar with- 
out being announced l>y their names, from the 
collecting and cbiaiiing of arms, and the anxious 
gloom and luistle which seem to agitato every 
male in the castle, it may not be in^iossible for 
ns (ahvays in case matiens be driven to extremity) 
to .shajjc out some little supiilemental conspiracy 
of our ow'ii. 1 ]io[iu the gentlemen have not 
ke[)t all tlic ]»olii y to themselves ; and there is 
one associato that J would gladly admit Jto our 
counsel.’ 

* Not Nancy ? * 

‘0 no!’ fMiid Miss Ilderton; ‘Nancy, .though 
an excelhiiit good girl, and fondly attached to 
you, W’ould make a dull conspirator — ^as dull as 
Kcnanlt and all tlie other subordinate ^ott^ 
in Venice Preserved.* No; this is a 
l*icrrc, if y<ni like tlie character better; andvet^ 
though I know I shall please you, I am afrijtia to 
mention Jiis name to you, lest L vex you at the 
same time. Can you not guess? Something 
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au and a rock— it does not be^n 
KTitH eiBMrle in English, but something very like 
iin Scotch.’ 

1 '^ You cannot mean young Earnscliff, Lucy?* 
taid Miss Yere, blushing deeply. 

*i!nd whom else should I mean'?’ said Lucy. 

' Jafiiers and Pierres are very scarce in this 
jpuntry, I take it, .hough one could lind 
Etenaufte and Bedamars enow.* 

*How can you talk so wildly, Lucy? Your 
ilays and romances have positively turned your 
brain. You know that, independent of my 
ather*s consent, without which 1 never will 
narry any one, and which, in the case you 
Joint at, would never be mantod ; independent, 
:oo, our knowing nothing of young l<larns- 
sliffs inclinations, hut by your own wild coii- 
ectures and fancies — besides all this, there is 
:he fatal brawl ! ’ 

‘When his father was killed?’ said Lucy. 

’ But that was very long ago ; and I hope we 
lave outlived the time of l)loody feud, when a 
marrel was carried down between two families 
rom father to son, like a Siianish game at chess, 
lud a murder or two committed in every genera- 
don, just to keep the matter from going to sleej). 
iVe do with our quan cls iiow-a-days as with our 
ilotlios ; cut them out for ourselves, and wear 
ihem out in our own day, and should no more 
:hink of resenting our fathers* fends, than of 
rearing their slashed doublets and trunk-hose.’ 

‘You treat this far too lightly, Luey,’ answered 
Nfiss Vere. 

a bit, my dear Isabella,’ said Luey. 
usidcr, your father, though present in the 
^ppy affray, is never supposed to have strucik 
Ratal blow; besides, in former times, in ease 
^utual slaughter between elans, subse([uent 
Hioes were so far from being excluded, • that 

I liand of a daughter or a sister was the most 
[uent page of reconciliation. You laugh at 
skill in romance ; but 1 as-surc you, should 
r history bo written, like that of many a less 
regsed and less deserving heroine, the well- 
jing' reader would set you down fur the lady 
; the love of EarnsclifF, from the very obstacle 
oil you suppose so iiisurmoun table.’ 

But these arc not the days of romance, Init 
ad reality, for there stands the eastlc of 
telaw.* 

pd there stands Sir Fredei’ick Tiaiiglcy .it 
ate, \?iitiiig to assist the ladies from their 
Cys. I would as lief touch a toad ; I will 
ppoiut him, and take old Ilorsingtoii the 
|)m for my master of the horse.’ 

\ saying, the lively young lady switched her 
•ey forward, and, passing Sir ]<’rederiek with 
t familiar nod as he stood ready to take her 
lonw’s rein, she cantered on and jumped into 
like arms of the old groom. Fain would Isabella 
fiavp done the same had she dared ; hut her 
rather stood near, displeasure already darkening 
m a' coCintonanoe peculiarly qualified to express 
ibe Waller passions, and slie was comiJclled to 
,’#!C0ive tbe unwelcome assiduities of her detested 
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CHAPTER V. 

Let not us that are squire.s of the night’.s body be called 
thieves of the day’s booty; let us be Diana’s foresters, 
gonilemen of the shade, minions of the moon. 

Henry the Fourth, Pari J, 

TiiK Solitary had consumed the remainder of 
the day in which he had the interview with the 
young ladies, within the precincts of his garden. ' 
Evening again fouiul him seated on his favourite 
stone. The sun setting red, and among seas of 
rolling clouds, threw a gloomy lustre over the 
moor, and gave a deeper purple to the broad 
outline of li(‘athy moimtains which surrounded 
this dcsol.atc spot. The Dw'arf sat watching 
the clouds as they lowered above each other in 
nias.ses of conglomerated vapours, and, as a 
strong, lurid gleam of the sinking luminary 
darted full on his solitary and uncouth figure, 
he might well have seemed the demon of the 
storm which w^as gathering, or some gnome 
sunmion(5d forth from the recesses of the earth 
by the subteri’aneaii signals of its approach. As 
he sat thus, with his dark eye turned towards 
the scow'liiig and blackening heaven, a horseman 
rode rapidly iq) to him, and stopping, as if to 
let his horse breathe for an instant, made a sort 
of ohei.sance to the anchoret, with an air betwixt 
effrontery and embarra.ssmcnt. 

The figure of the rider was tliin, tall, and 
slender, hut remarkably athletic, bony, and 
sinewy; like one wdio had all liis life followed 
tluKse violent exerci.ses wliicli prevent the human 
form from increasing in bulk, while they harden 
and conlinn by habit its iiiiiscular j)owers. His 
face, sharp- fcatui’cd, sunburnt, and freckled, had 
a sinister expression of violence, impudence, and 
cunning, each of wdiich seemed alternately to pre- 
dominate over the others. Saiidy-eolomed hair, 
and reddivsh cyebi ow's, from under which looked 
forth liis sharp gi ey eyes, completed the inaus- 
]>iciou8 outline of the horseman’s physiognomy. 
Ho had jnstols in his hohsters, and another pair 
peeped from hi.s belt, though he had taken some 
pains to conceal them by buttoning his doublet. 
He wore a rusted steel headpiece ; a buff jacket 
of rather an anticuie cast ; gloves, of which that 
for the right hand w’as covered with small scales 
of iron, like an ancituit gauntlet ; and a long 
broadsAvord eoinideted his equipage. 

‘So,’ said the Dwarf, ‘raimie and murdet onqe 
more on horseback.’ 

‘On horseback?’ said the bandit; ‘ay, ay, 
Elshie, your leechcraft has set me on the bonnie 
bay again.’ 

‘ And all those promises of amendment which 
you made during your illness forgotten?’ con-' 
tinned Elslicnder. 

‘All clear away, Avith the Avater-saps and 
jianada,’ returned the unabashed convalescent. 
^Ye ken, Elshie, for they say ye aw weel 
acquent wi’ the gentleman — 

the devil was sick, the devil a monk would be; 

When the devil w^as well, the devil a monk was he.* 

‘Tliou say ’at true,’ said the Solitary; ‘as well 
divide a wolf from his appetite for carnage, or a 
raven from her spbeht of slaughter, as thee^from 
tby accursed propensities. * 
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‘."VSThy, 'Would jjpu have me to do ? It*s 
born with me — ^lies in my very blude and bane. 
Why, man, the lads of Westbiu-nflat, for ten lang 
descents, have been reivers and lifters. They 
have all drunk hard, lived high, taken deep 
revenge for light offence, and never wanted gear 
for the winning.’ 

* Right ; and thou art as thoroughbred a wolf,’ 
said the Dwarf, ‘avS ever leaped a lamb-fold at 
night. On what hell’s errand art thou bound 
now ?* 

* Can your skill not guess ? ’ 

‘Thus far I know,’ said the Dwarf, * that thy 
purpose is bad, thy deed 'v\'ill be worse, and the 
issue worst of all.’ 

‘And you like me the better for it, Father 
Elshie, eh ? ’ said Wes tburnllat ; ‘ you always said 
you did.' 

‘ I have cause to like all, ’ answered the Solitary, 

' that are vseourges to their fellow-creatures, and 
thou art a bloody one.’ 

* * No — I say not guilty to that — never hluidy 
unless there’s resistance, and that sets a man’s 
bristles up, ye ken. And this is nae great matter, 
after a’; nist to cut the comh of a young cock 
that has been crawiiig a little ower erouscly.’ 

‘ Not young EarnscUft' ? ’ said the Solitary, with 
some emotion. 

‘No, not young Earnscliff— not young Eariis- 
cliff yet ; hut his time may come, if he will not 
take warning, and get him back to the burrow- 
town that he’s lit for, and no keep skeljiing about 
here, destroying the few deer that arc left in the 
country, and pretending to act as a magistrate, 
and WTiting letters to the great folk at Auhl 
Reekie about the disturbed state of the land. 
Lot him take care o’ himsc.*!’.’ 

‘Then it must he Hobbic of the Ileugh-foot,’ 
said Elshie. ‘ Wliat harm has the lad done you ? ’ 

‘ Harm ! nae great harm ; but I hear he says I 
stayed away from the Ra’ sjiiel on Favsterii’s E’en,* 
for fear of him ; and it was only for fear of the 
Country Keeper, for there was a warrant against 
me. ^ rll stand Hobbic’s feud, and a’ his clan’s. 
But it’s not so much for that as to gie him a 
lesson not to let his tongue gallo]) ower freely 
about his betters. I trow he will hae lost the 
l)e.st pen-feather o’ his wing before to-morrow 
morning.-— Farewell, Elshie ; there’s some canny 
boys waiting for me down atnang the shaws, 
owerby ; I will see you a.s 1 comeback, and bring 
ye a blithe talc in njturii for your leechcraft.’ 

Ere the Dwarf cuuld colK'ct himself fo reply, 
the Reiver of Westhuriiflat set spurs to his horse. 
Tlie animal, starting at one of the stones wliioh 
lay scattered about, tlcw fi-om the jmtli. The 
rider exercised his spurs ^^ithout moderation or 
mercy. The horse became furious, rcarecl, kicked, 
plunged, and bolted like a deer, with all liis four 
feet off the ground at ouco. It w-as in vain ; the 
unrelenting rider sat as if he liad been a part, of 
the horae which lie bestrode ; and, after a short, 
but ftirious contest, ooin}>elled the subdiuxl animal 
to proceed upon the path at a rate which soon 
carried him out of sight of the vSolitary.t 

‘Ifhat villain,* exclaimed the Dwarf,— ‘that 
colijPhlCoded, hardened, unrelenting nifliaii, — 


te Ball-pUy, a game very common in Scotland, waa 
r l^ayeu on Shrovetide Eve. 

‘ % A. Willie of Westburn^at. 


that wretch, whose every thought is infected with 
crimes,-— has thews ana sinews, limbs, streng^ 
and activity enough, to compel a nobler annual 
than himself to carry him to the place where he 
is to perpetrate his 'wickedness ; while I, had I 
the weakness to 'W'ish to jJUt his wretched ■victim 
on his guard, and to save the helpless family, 
would see my good intentions frustrated by the 
[ decrepitude which chains me to the spot. — Wliy 
should 1 wish it were otherwise ? What have 
my screech-owl voice, my hideous form, and my 
iiiissliapen features, to do with the fairer work- 
manship of nature ? Do nor. men receive even 
my benefits Avith slirinking horror and iJl-sup- 
jn-essed disgust ? And why should I interest 
myself in a race which accounts me a prodigy and 
an outcast, and which lias treated me as such ? 
No ; by all the ingratitude which I have reaiied 
— by all th(! wrongs which I have sustained — by 
my imprisonment, my stripes, my chains, I will 
wrestle down my feelings of rebellions humanity 1 
I will not be the fool 1 have been, to swerve from 
my jirinciples whenever there was an appeal, 
forsooth, to my feelings ; as if I, tow^ards wmom 
none show sym}>athy, ought to have sympathy 
Avith any one. Let Destiny drive forth her 
scytlied car througli the overAA'lielincd and trem- 
bling mass of humanity ! Sliall I be the idiot to 
throw this decrepit form, this misshapen lump 
of inoi'tality, iinaer her wheels, that the Dwart^ 
the-AVizard, tlie lluncliback, may save from de- 
struction some fair form or some active frame, 
and all the Avorld clap thidr hands at the ex- 
change ? No, noA^er !- And yet this Elliot — this 
llobhie, so young and gallant, so frank, so — I 
AA’iJl think of it no longer. 1 cannot aid him if 
1 Avould, and I am resolved — firmly resolved, that 
I would not aid him, if a wish Avere the pledge of 
his safety ! ’ 

Haying thii.s ended his solilocpiy, he retreated 
into his hut for .shelter i’rom the stonii which was 
last aj)proaching, and iioav l>cgau to hurst au large 
and heavy drops of rain . The last rays of the sun 
now di.sappeare(l entirely, .and two or three claps 
of distant thunder i'ollowcd each other ali brief 
intervals, echoing and re-echoing among the 
range of heathy fells like the sound of a distant 
engagement. 


CHAPTER VP 

Proud bird of the mountain, thy plume shall be tomi— 

ih K * if * Hf 

Return to thy dwelling ; all lonely return ; 

For the blackness of ashes .shall mark where it .stood, 
And a wild ntothor stream o'er her famishing brooA 

CAMmKLI.. 

Tiif. night continued sullen and stormy ; hut 
morning rose as if refreshed by the rains. Evoii 
the Muckl(‘.stane Moor, Avitb its broad bleak swells 
of barren grounds, interspersed with marshy pools 
of water, seemed to smile under the serene in- 
fluence of the sky, just as good -humour can sjwe^ 
a certain inexpressible charm over the plainest 
human countenance. Tlie heath was in its 
thickest and deepest hlooin. The bees, w}iioh 
the Solitary had added to his rural establish- . 
inont, were abroad and on the wing, and filled 
the air with the murmurs of their industry, As 
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dd )man crept out of his little hut, his two 
ll^god» came to meet him, and licked his hands 
i ^titude for the vegetables with which he 
ipplied them from his garden. ‘You, at least,’ 
e said—* you, at least, sec no diflerencos in fonn 
hidh can alter your feelings to a benefactor — to 
ou, the finest shaijo that over statuary moulded 
ould be an object inditference or of alann, 
lould it present itself instead of the misshapen 
'unk to whoso services you arc accustomed. 
iThile I was in the world, did I ever meet with 
ich a return of gratitude ? No ; the domestic 
horn I had bred from infancy made mouths at 
le as he stood behind my chair ; the friend whom 
had supported with my fortune, and for whose 

ike I had even stained ’ (he stopped with a 

:rong convulsive shudder), ‘oven lie thought 
Lo more fit for the society of lunatics — for their 
Lsgraceful restraints — for their cruel jiriva- 
ons, than for communication with the rest of 
umauity. Hubert alone— and Hubert too will 
le day abandon me. All aie of a piece, one 
luss of wickedness, selfishness, and ingratitude 
-wretches, who sin even in their devotions ; and 
f such hardness of heart, that they do not, with- 
it hypocrisy, even thank the Deity himself for 
is warm sun and pure air.’ 

As he was plunged in these gloomy soliloquies, 
e heard the tramp of a horse on the other side ot 
is enclosure, and a strong clear bass voice singing 
ith the liveliness inspired by a light heart, — 


Canny Hobble Klliot, canny Hobbic now, 
Canny Hobbic Elliot, I’sc gang aUang wi’ you. 


|At the same moment, a large deer greyhound 
irung over the hermit’s fenee. It is well known 
Ithe sportsmen in these wilds, that the ajqiear- 
Lse and scent of the goat so much resemble 
nse of their usual olijcets of chase, that the best 
foko greyhounds will sometimes fly upon them, 
he dog m question instantly pulled down and 
irpttl^ one of the hermit’s she-goats, while 
[obbie Elliot, who came up, and jum^ied from 
ia hojse for the purpose, was unable to extricate 
le haimless animal from the fangs of liis at- 
tndant until it was expiring. Tlie Dwarf eyed, 
IT a few moments, the convulsive starts of his 
jdng favourite, until the poor goat stretched out 
pr limbs with the twitches and shivering fit of 
ie last agony. Pie then started into an access 
\ frenzy, ^d, uiiijliea thing a long shari) knife 
r dagger, which he wore under his coat, he was 
!K)Ut to launch it at the dog, when Hobbic, per- 
dving his purpose, interposed, and caught hold 
* his hand, exclaiming, ‘ Let a ho the hound, 
[an — let a he the hound ! — Na, na, Killbuck 


launa be guided that gait neither.’ 

The Dwarf turned his I’age on the young farmer ; 
id by a sudden ofibrt, far more powerful than 
[obbie expected from such a person, ft-eed his 
rist from his grasp, and offered the dagger at 
is heart. All this was done in the twmkling 
an eye, and the incensed Recluse might have 
^nmleted his vengeance by plunging the weapon 
f Elliot’s bosom, hadrhe not been checked by an 
iteriml impulse which mode him hurl the knife 
) & distakice. 


fNo,* he exclaimed, as he thus voluntanly 
himself of the means of gratifying his rage 
not a^in— not again 1 * 


Hobble retreated a ste^ or two in great surprise, 
discompostire, and disdain, at having been placed 
in such danger by an object apparently so con- 
temptible. 

‘ The deil’s in the body for strength and bitter- 
ness ! * were the first w^ords that escaped him, 
which he followed up with an apology for the 
accident that had given rise to their disagree- 
ment. ‘ I am no justifying Killbuck a’thegither 
neither, and I am sure it is as vexing to me as 
to you, Pllshie, that the miscliance i^iould hae 
happened ; but I’ll send you twa goats and twa 
fat gimmevs, man, to make a’ straight again. A 
wise man like you sbouldna bear malice against 
a j)oor dumb thing ; ye sec that a goat’s like first 
cousin to a deer, sae he acted but according to his 
nature after a’. Had it been a pet-lamb, there 
wad hac been mair to be said. Ye suld keep 
sheep, Elsbie, and no goats, where there’s sae 
mony deer-hounds about— hut I’ll send yo baith.’ 

‘ Wretch ! ’ said the hermit, ‘your cruel tv has 
destroyed one of the only creatures in existence 
that would look on me with kindness ! ’ 

‘Dear Elshie,’ answered Hobbic, ‘ I’m wae ye 
suld hac cause to say sae ; I’m sure it wasna wi’ 
my will. And yet, it’s true, I should hae minded 
your goats, and coupled up the dogs. I’rn sure 
I vrould rather they had worried the primes! 
wether in my faiilds. Come, man, forget and 
forgie. Fm e'en as vexed as ye can be, — Butji 
am a bridegroom, ye see, and that puts a’ things 
out o’ my head, I think. There’s the marriage- 
dinner, or gudo i)art o’t, that my twa brithers 
arc bringing on a sled round by the Rider’s Slack, 
thj*ee goodly bucks as ever ran on Dallomlea, as 
the sang says ; they coixldna come the straight 
road for the saft grund. I wad send ye a l)it 
venison, but ye wadna take it weel, maybe, for 
Killbuck eatched it.’ 

During this long speech, in which the good- 
iiatiu’ed Borderer endeavoured to propitiate the 
offended Dwarf by every argument he could think 
of, he heard him with his eyes bent on the ground, 
as if in tlie deepest meditation, aqd at length 
broke forth — ‘ Nature ?— yes ! it is indeed in the 
usual beaten path of nature. The strong gripo 
and throttle the weak ; the rich depress and 
despoil the needy; the happy (those who are 
idiots enough to think themselves happy) insult 
the misery and diminish the consolation of the 
wretched. Go hence, thou who hast contrived 
to give an additional jiang to the most miserable 
of human beings--thou who hast deprived me of 
what I half considered as a source of comfort. 
Go hcncc, and enjoy the happiness prepared for 
thee at home ! ’ 

‘Never stir,' said Hohhie, ‘if I wadna take 
you wi' me, man, if ye wad but say it wad divert 
ye to be at the bridal on Monday. There will 
be a hundred strapping Elliots to ride the brouze * 
— the like's no been seen sin* the days of auld 
Martin of the Preakin Tower — I wad send the 
sled for ye wi’ a canny powny.’ 

‘Is it to me you propose once more to mix 

* The brouze, a fashion not yet out of date at oouutry 
bridals. The bisst mounted gallants present gallop as fiist 
as they can, from the church to the bride's door, and the 
first who arrives gets a silk handkerchief, or some such 
token. The name seems to be taken from the dish ef ircse 
With which be who won the race was occasionally regaled 
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in.;t|i0 Booidty of the ^nommon herd?' said the 
with an air of deep disgust. 

'' * Commons ! * retorted Hobbie, * nae siccaii 
ttsotomons neither ; the Elliots Jjae been lang ken'd 
a gentle race.’ 

' Hence ! begone ! ’ r(?iterfitcd the DA\ arf ; 'may 
the same evil luck atU'nd thee that thou hast 
left behind witli me! If I go not with you 
myself, see if you cau osea])e what my attendants, 
SVrath and Miseiy, have brought to thy threshold 
before thee.’ 

' I wish yo wadna speak that gait,’ said ITohhie. 
'Ye ken yoursel’, Elshie, nafbi)dy judges you to 
be ower canny ; now, I’ll tell yc just ae word for 
a* — ye hae s])oke.ii as mnckle as wussiug ill to 
me and mine ; now, if oiiy luischaneo hap}M‘n to 
Grace, which (lod forbid, or to inyser, or to the 
poor dumb tyke ; or if 1 be skaithod and injured 
in body, gufles, or geai, I’ll no forget wha it is 
that it's owing to.’ 

'Out, hind!’ exclaimed the Dwarf; 'home, 
home to your dwelling, and tliink on me when 
you find what has befallen there.’ 

* Aweel, aweel,’ said Hobbie, mounting his 
horse, 'it serves naething to strive wi’ cripples — 
they are aye cankered ; but I’ll just tell yc ae 
thing, neiglibour, that if things bo otherwise than 
weel wi’ Grace Armstrong, I’se gi(} you a scouther, 
if there be a tar-barrel iii the live parishes.’ 

So saying, he rode off ; and Elshie, after looking 
It him with a scornful and indignant laugh, took 
spade and mattock, and ocuuj)ied himself in dig- 
gmg a grave for Ids deceased favouiite. 

A low whistle, and the words, 'TTisht, Elshie, 
liLsht 1 * disturbed him in this melam'lioly oeeuj)a. 
tion. He looked up, and the Ked lieiver of 
Westburnflat ivas bofoic him. Like Banquo’.s 
murderer, there was blood on his face, as well a«s 
upon the roivels of his spurs and the sides of his 
over-ridden liorse. 

'How now, rulUaii'?’ demanded the Dwarf; 
‘ is thy job chared 'i ’ 

‘Ay, ay, doubt not that, Elshie,’ aiisw'cred the 
freebooter; 'wdien I ride, my foes may moan. 
They have had inair light than comfort at the 
Heugh-foot this morning ; there’s a toom byre and 
a wide, and a wail and a cry for the bonnic bride.’ 

‘ The bride ? * 

‘Ay; Charlie Cheat- the- Woodie, as we ca’ 
him, that's Chatiie Foster of Tinning Deck, lias 
proihised to keep her in Cumberland till the blast 
olaw by. She saw me and ken’d iue in tlie splore, 
for them^k fell fr/ie iny face for a hi ink. I am 
thinking it wad concern my safety if she -wore to 
come back here, for tlierc’s mony o’ the Elliots, 
and they band weel thegither for j ight or wrang. 
Now, what I chiefly come to ask your rede in, is 
how to make her sure ? ’ 

‘ Wouldst thou murder >ier, then ? ' 

‘ Umph ! no, no ; that T would not do, if I 
could help it. But they say they can whiles get 
folk cannily away to the plantations fioin some 
of the out-ports, and something to boot for them 
that brings a boniiie wench, Tlicy’re wanted 
beyond seas, thae female cattle, and they’re no 
that scarce here. But I think o’ doing better for 
this lassie. There’s a leddy, that, unless .she be 
a’ the better bairn, is to bo sent to foreign parts 
whether ^he wdll or no ; now, I think of sending 
Grace to wait on her — she's a bonnie lassie. 


' ' ' ' ' , ' , > ' '» \ ” 

Hobbie will liae a merry morning when he biaii^ 
hame, and misses baith bride and gear.* : 
‘Ay; anddoyounotpityhim?’ smdthefteolim. 

‘ Wad he pity mo were I gaeing up the 
Hill at Joddart ? * And yet I rue something fbr 
the bit lassie ; but he’ll get anither, and mtlo 
skaith dune — aiio is as giuio as anither. And 
now, you that like to hear o’ splores, heard ye eysr 
o’ a bclt(M‘ /me than I hao had this morning?]^ , 

‘ Air, ocean, and fire,’ said the Dwarf, speaking ^ 
to himself, ‘the earlhcpiake, the tempest,' the 
volcano, ar<' /ill mild and moderate compared 
to the wnith of man. And what is this fellow, 
luit one more skilled than otliers in executing the 
end of his existence ? — Hear me. felon, go agai|i 
whore T before scut tboe.’ 

' To the Rtcw'/ird 

'A} ; and tell him, Elshender the Recluso 
commands liim l.o give thee gold. But, hear tne, 
let the maiden be dischai'ged free and uninjured ; 
retni Ti her to her friends, and let her swear not to 
(liHcover tliy villany.' 

‘ Swear ? ’ said Wcstl nirnflat ; ‘ but what if she 
lireak her a ith ? Women are not famous for keep- 
ing their jiligbt. A wdsc man like you should 
ken tliat. And uiiinjui’ed- ~\vha kens w'hat may 
liapjicn w'ere she to l/e left lang at Tinning Beck? 
(’harlie Cheat-thc-AVoodio is a rough customer. 
But if the gold could be made up to twenty pieces, 

I think 1 could ensure hci* being wi’ her friends 
within tweiitjr-four hours.’ 

The Dwarf took his tablets from his pocket, 
marked a line on them, and tore out the leaf. 
‘There,’ he said, giving the robber the leaf. — 

' But, mark me ; thou knowest I am not to be 
fooled by tby treachery ; if thou darest to disobey 
my directions, thy wretched life, be sure, shall 
answer for it.’ 

' I know,’ said the fellow, looking down, ‘ that 
you have ])ower on earth, however you came by 
it ; you can do what nae other man cau do, baitn 
by pliysic and foresight ; and the gold is shelled 
down when ye coniniand, as fast as 1 have seen 
the, ash-keys lall in a frosty morning in October. 

1 will not disobey you.’ 

’ Begone, then, and relieve me of tliy hateful 
presence.’ 

Tlie rol/ber set spurs to his horse, and rode oif 
w’lthout reply. 

Hobbie Elliot had, in the meanwhile, pursued 
his journey rajudly, harassed by those oppressive 
and indistinct fears that all was not‘ right, which 
i inoti usual iy term a presentiment of misfortune. 
Ere ho reached the top of the bank, from which he 
c*ould look down on his ow'ii habitation, he was 
met by his nurse, a person then of great oon- 
sc(picncc in all families in Scotland, whetlier of 
the liigher or middling classes. The connection 
between them and their foster-children was con- 
sidered a tie far too dearly intimate to be broken ; 
and it usually hajjpened,, in the course of yeaSrs, 
that the nur.se became a resident in the family of 
lier foster-son, assisting in the domestic duties, 
and receiving all marks of attention and rt|lrd 
from the heads of the family. soon as HOo^ie 
recognised the figure of Annaple, in her red^’clokk 

* The place of execution of that aheieot jiirhere 

many of Westburnflat'.s professiop hav^ 
exit after their trial ; and, if fama m Um 
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an4 Hack hoodj he oonid not help exclaiming to 
hitasel^ :*'What ill tuck can hae brought the auld 
aae ihr frae hainc, her that never stirs a 
gun*shot fra© the door-stane for ordinal* ? — Hout, 
it will just be to get crane-berries, or wortle- 
berriei^, or some such stuff, out of the moss, to 
make the pics and tarts for the feast ou Monday. 

cannot get th^wo-.da of tliat cankered auld 
cripple dcil’s buokic out o’ my head — the least 
thing makes mo dread some ill news. O, Killbuck, 
man ! were there iiae deer and goats in the country 
besides, but yo behoved to gang and worry his 
creatui*© by & other folk’s ’ ’ 

By this time Annaph^, with a brow like a tragic 
volume, had hobbled tow'ards him, and canglit 
bis horse by the bridle. The despair in her look 
was so evident as to deprive even him of the 
power of asking the cause. ‘ 0, my haim ! ’ she 
cried, * gang iia forward — gang iia ibi“w'ard — it’s a 
sight to kin onyliody, let alaue tliec.’ 

* In God’s name, what’s the matter ? ’ asked tlie 
astonished horseman, endeavouring to cxtri(tate 
his bridlo from the grasp of tlie old woman ; ^ for 
Heaven’s sake, let me go and see what’s the 
matter.’ 

*Ohon ! that I should have lived io see the 
day ! — The steading’s a’ in a low, and tlie boiinie 
stackyard lying in the red aslics, and the gear a* 
driven away. But gang na forward ; it wad break 
your young heart, liiiiuy, to see what my auld con 
hae seen this morning.’ 

‘ And who has dared to do this ? Let go my 
bridle, Annaplo.- Where is my grandinother—my 
sisters? — Where is Grace Armstrong ?— God ! — 
the words of tlie warlock are knelling in my cars ! ’ 
He sprang from his liorsc to rid himself of 
Aunaple’s mtorruption, and, ascending tlie hill 
with groat sjieed, soon came in view of the 
spectacle with which she had threatened .him. 
It was indeed a heart-breaking sight. The habi- 
tation which he Jiad left iu its seclusion, beside 
the mauntai 11 -stream, surrounded with every 
evidence of rustic plenty, was now a w\a.stcd and 
blackened min. From amongst the shattered 
afld stable walls the smoke eontinued to ri.se. The. 
turf-stack, the barnyard, the olllces stocked with 
cattle, all the wealth of an njiland cultivator of 
the period, of which ])oor Elliot jiossessed no 
common share, had lioeii laid waste or carried olfin 
a singlo'night. He stood a moment motionless, 
and then exclaimed, ‘ I am niiiicd — mined to tlie 
igl^ound ! — Eut curse on the w^arld’s gear. — ilad 
p not been the week before the bridal — But I 
|m nae babe to sit down and greet about it. If 
I can but find Grace, and my grandmother, and 
py sisters weel, I can go to the wars in Flanders, 
b mygudesire did, under the Bcllendcn banner, 
»i’ aiaki Buccleuch.* At ony rate, I will keej) 
b a heart, or they will lose theirs a’thegithcr.’ 
K Minfully strode Hohbio dow'ji tlio liill, resolved 
lo suppress his own despair, and administer con- 
Ibktion which he did not feel . The neighbouring 
^habitants of the dell, particularly those of his 
bwn had already assembled. The younger 


^ Walter, fii^t\Lord Scott of Buccleuch, carried a legion 
of to the wars of Flanders, to assist the Prince of 

the Spaniard. They were welcome to the 
coUlUtg^^t^^.war was raging, and their al>sence was felt 
as whtrjc peace, from the union of the* 

become desimhlek 
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part were in ancL clahiorous for revenge, 
although they knew not upon whom ; the elder 
were taking measures for the relief of the dis- 
tressed family. Annaple’s cottage, which was 
situated down the brook, at some distance from 
the scene of mischief, had been hastily adapted 
for the temporary accommodation of the old lady 
end her daughters, with such articles as had 
been contiibutcd by the neighbours, for veiy 
little was saved from the W'reck. 

‘Are, w'c to sUind here a’ day, sirs,’ exclaimed 
one tall young inau, ‘ and look at the burnt wa’s 
of our kinsman’s house ? ]‘>,’ery wreath of the 

reek is a blast of shame upon us • Let us to 
hor.se, and take the chase.—Who has tfio nearest 
bloodhound ? ’ 

‘ It’s young Earnsislilf,’ answ(‘,rcd another ; ‘and 
lie’s been on and away wi’ six horse lang syne, to 
sec if lie can track them.’ 

‘ Let u.s follow him, then, and raise the country, 
and niak mail* help as w'c ride, and then have at 
tJie (‘iimherland reivers ! Take, burn, and slay 
— they that lie nearest us shall smart first.’ 

‘Whisht! hand your tongues, daft callants,* 
said an old man, ‘ ye dinna ken what ye speak 
about. What ! wad ye raise war atween twa 
pacificated countries ? ’ 

‘ And what signifies (leaving us wi’ tales about 
our fathers,’ retorted the young man, ‘if we’re to 
sit and sec our IViends’ houses burnt ow’er their 
heads, and no juit out hand to revenge them ? 
Our fathers did not do that, I trow\’ 

‘ I am no saying onything against revengii\g 
Ifobhle’s wTang, puir chield ; l)ut w^e maun take 
tlie law wi’ us in tliao days, Simon,’ answered 
the more pm dent elder. 

‘And besides,’ said another old man, ‘ I dinna 
believe there’s ario now^ living that kens the lawfol 
mode of following a iray across the Border. 
Tam o’ Whittram ken’d a’ about it ; but he died 
in the hard winter. ’ 

‘ Ay,’ said a tliird, ‘ he was at the great gather- 
ing, when they chased as far as Thirlwall ; it 
was the year after the fight of Philiphaugli.’ 

‘ Hout,’ exclaimed another of these discording 
counsellors, ‘ there’s nae great skill needed ; just 
]uit a lighted peat on the end of a spear, or hay- 
fork, or sic-liko, and bhuv a horn, and cry the 
gathering-w'ord, and then it’s lawTul to follow 
gear into England, and recover it by the strong 
hand, or to take gear frae some other Engliidoman, 
jiroviding yc lift nae mair than’s been lifted frae 
you.t That’s the auld Bonier law*, made at Dun* 
drciinaii in the days of the Black Douglas. I)eil 
ane need doubt it. It’s as clear as the sun.’ 

‘Come away, then, lads,’ cried Simon, *get to 
your geldings, and we’ll take auld Cuddie the 
inucklo tasker wi' us ; he kens the value o’ the 
stock and plenishing that’s been lost. Hobbit’s 
stalls and stacks shall be fou again or night } and 
if we canna big up the auld house sae soon, we’so 
lay an English ane a.s low' as Heiigh-foot is— and 
that’s fair play, a’ the warld ower.’ 

This animating proposal was received with 
great applause by the younger part of the a^semc 
blage, when a whisper ran among them, * There’s 
Hobbie himser, puir fallow 1 we’ll be guided by 
him.* 


t {$ee the Author $ Provincial Antiquities^ p. zt6 ] 
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The ptindpal sufferey, having now reached the 
bpttom pf the hill, pushed on through the crowd, 
unable, from the tumultuous state of his feelings, 
to do more than receive and return the grasps of 
the fHendly hands by which his iieighboui’s and 
kinsmen mutely expressed their sympathy in his 
misfortune. While he ]u*essed Simon of Ilack- 
burn’s hand, his anxiety at length found words. 

* Thank ye, Simon — thank ye, neighbours — I ken 
what ye wad a’ say. But Avhere are they? — 

Where are ’ IIo stopped, as if afraid even 

to name the objects of his inquiiy ; and with 
a similar feeling, his kinsmen, without reply, 
pointed to the hut, into which Hobbic precijiit- 
ated himself with the desperate air of one who 
is resolved to know the worst at oiicc. A general 
and powerful expression of sympathy accom- 
panied him. ‘ Ah, piiir fallow — puir Hohbio ! * 

^ He’ll learn the warst o’t now ! ’ 

‘ But I trust Eanisclilf will get some speerings 
o’ the puir lassie.’ 

Such were the exclamations of the gi’oup, who, 
having no acknowledged leader to direct their 
motions, passively awaited the return of the 
sufferer, and determined to he guided by liis 
directions. 

The meeting between Ilobbie and Lis family 
was in the highest degree affecting. His sisters 
threw themselves upon him, and almost stilled 
him with their caresses, as if to prevent his look- 
ing round to distinguish the absence of one yet 
more beloved. 

*God help thee, my son I Ho can hel]» when 
worldly trust is a broken reed.’ — Such was the 
welcome of the mati*on to her unfortunate grand- 
son. He looked eagerly round, holding two of 
his sisters by the hancl, while the third Iniiig 
about his neck. — *1 see you--- 1 count you — my 
grandmother, Lilias, Jean, and Annot ; but where 

is’ (he hesitated, and then continued, as if 

W'ith an effort), ‘ Where is Grace ? Surely this is 
not a time to hide hersel’ frae me — there’s nae 
time for daffing now.' 

‘ 0 brother ! ’ and * Our poor Grace ! ’ was the 
only answer his questions could jn'oeure, till liis 
grandmother rose up, and gently disengaged him 
from the weeping girls, led him to a seat, and, 
with the affecting serenity which .sincere ])icty, 
like oil sprinkled on the waves, can throw over 
the most acute feelings, she said, *My bairn, 
when thy grandfather was killed in the waj’s, and 
left me with six orphans around me, with scarce 
bread to eat, or a roof to cover us, I had strcngtli, 
— ^not of mi}ie own — but 1 had strength given 
me to say, The Lord’s will be done I — My son, 
our peaceful house was last night broken into by 
moss-troopers, armed niul masked ; th(*y have 
taken and destroyed all, and carried off our \lear 
Grace. Pray for vstrength to say. His will ho 
done ! ’ 

* Mother ! mother ! urge me not — I ^^aniiot- - 
mot now — I am a sinful man, and of a hardened 
race. Masked — armed — Grace carried off ! Gic 
Dfie my sword, and my father’s knapsack. — I will 
have vengeance, if I should go to the pit of dark 
nm, tQ iseek it ! ’ 

bairn ! be patient under the 
rmd. V; knows when He may lift his hand off 
froth hs I Young Eanisoliff, Heaven bless him, 
has tai^n the chase, with Davie of Stenhouso, atid 


the first comers. I cried to let house and pleni^- 
ing burn, and follow the reivers to recover Grace, 
and Earnscliff and his men were ower the Fell 
within three hours after the deed. God bless 
him ! he’s a real Earnscliff ; he’s his fatlior’s true 
son — a leal friend.’ • 

* A true friend indeed ; God bless him ! * ex- 
claimed Ilobbie ; * let’s on and away, and take 
the chase after him.’ 

‘ 0, my child, before you run on danger, let me 
hear you but say, His will be done ! ’ 

‘Urge me not, niotlicr — not now.’ He was 
rushing out, when, looking hack, ho observed his 
grandmother make a mute attitude of affliction. 
He returned hastily, threw himself into her arms, 
and said, ‘ ^’es, motlier, I enn say, His will bo 
done, .since it will comfort yon.’ 

‘ May He go forth — may lie go forth wdth you, 
my dear bairn ; and 0, may lie give you cause 
to say on your return, His name be praised I ’ 

‘ Pare well, mother ! — farewell, my dear sisters t’ 
exclaimeil Elliot, and mshed out of the house. 


CHAP7ER VJL 

Now horse and haLtock, cried the laird, — 

Now horse and hattock speedilic ; 

They that winna ride for Telfer's kye, 
bet them never look in the face o’ me. 

liuRDER Ballad, 

‘ House ! horse ! and spear ! ’ exclaimed Hobhie 
to his kinsmen. Many a* ready foot was in the 
stirrup; and, while Elliot hastily collected arms 
and accoutrements (no easy matter in such a con- 
fusion), the gl (511 resounded with the approbation 
of his younger friends. 

‘ Ay, ay ! ’ exclaimed Simon of Hackbuni, 
* that’s the gait to take it, Ilobbie. Let women 
sit and gi’cet at haine, men must do as they have 
been done by ; it’s the Scripture says ’t/* 

‘ Hand your tongue, sir,’ said one of the seiiiors 
sternly ; ‘ diiiiia abuse the Word that gait, ye 
diiina k(5ii what ye speak about.’ 

‘ llao ye ony tidings ? — Ilae ye ony sjieerings, 
PTobbie ?- -0, callants, diiina be ower hasty,’ said 
old Dick of the Dingle. 

‘ What signifies pn5aehing to us e’enow?* said 
Simon ; ‘if ye eaniia make lielp yoursel’, dinna 
keep hack them that can.' 

‘ Whisht, sir ; wad ye take veiigeailce or yo ken 
wha has wraiig'd ye ? ’ 

‘ D’ye think w(j diima ken the road to England 
as w'eel as our fathers before us ? — All evil comes 
out o’ thereaway — it’s an auld saying and a tnie ; 
and we’ll e’en away there, as if the devil was 
blawing us south.’ 

‘ We’ll follow the track o’ EarnaolitFa horses 
ower the waste,’ cried one Elliot. 

‘I’ll prick them out tlirough the blindest moor 
in the Border, an tliere had been a fair held there 
the day before,* said Hugh, the blacksmith of 
Ringlcbum, ‘ for I aye shoe his horse wi* my ain 
hand.’ ^ 

‘Lay on the deer-hounds,* cried another; 
‘ wliere are they ? ' 

‘Hout, man, the sun*s been lank up, ahd the 
dew is aff the j^und— the scent wiu heyet lie.'* 
Hobbie instantly whistled on hiat hounds, Vihioh 
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were roying abo^t tba ruins of tbeir old habi- 
tat^U) and filling the air with their doleful 
howls. ' 

'N*o,w, Killbuck,* said Hohbie, ‘try thy skill 
his. d^y * — and then, as if a light had suddenly 
•roke on him, — ‘that ill-faur’d goblin spak sonie- 
hing 0* this 1 fTo may ken inair o’t, cither by 
illains on earth, or devils below — I’ll hac it frae 
iin, if I should cut it t nt o’ his niisshapcii boiik 
d’ my whinger.’ He then hastily gave diree- 
ioiis to his comrades ; ‘ Four o’ ye, wi’ Simon, 
laud right forward to Gramic’s Gap. If they’re 
Snglish, they’ll bo for being back that way. The 
est disperse by twasomc and threesome thi'ougli 
he waste, and meet me at tho Trystiiig Pool. 
?ell my brothers, when they come ii}), to follow 
nd meet ns there. Poor lads, they will hae 
learts weel-nigh as sair as iniiie ; little think 
hey what a sorrowful house they are bringing 
heir venison to 1 I’ll ride owor Mucklestanc 
rloormyscl’.’ 

‘And if I were yon,’ said Dick of the Dingle, 

I would speak to Canny Elshie. He (;an tell 
-'e wliatever betides in this land, if lie’s sao 
niuded.’ 

‘He slmll tell me,’ said Ilolibie, wlio was busy 
Hitting his arms in order, ‘what lie kens o’ this 
light’s job, or I sbali right weel ken wlierefore. 
iQ does not.’ 

‘Ay, but speak liini fair, my boiiiiie man — 
ipeak him fair. Hob hie ; the like o’ biui will no 
lear thrawing. They eonversi^ sao miiekle wi’ 
;hao fractious gbaists and evil spirits, that it 
ilean spoils their temper.’ 

* Lot me alane to guide hiiii,’ answ'ored ITobbie. ; 
^there’s that in my breast this day, that wtnild 
iw'er-maister a’ the warlocks on earth and a’ the 
^cvils in hell.’ 

And being now fully equipped, be. threw liim- 
felf on his horse, and sjiurred liiiu at a rapid pace 
pairist the steep ascent. 

[^^Elliot^peedily suinumiitcd the hill, rode down 
aio other side at the same rate, crossed a wood, 
ind traversed a long glen, ere lie at length vc- 
;a>ned •Mucklestanc iMoor. As he was obliged, 
jL tho course of his journey, to relax his speed 
H consideration of the labour wbieli his horse 
light still have to undergo, he bad time to cou- 
der maturely in what manner be should address 
lie Dwarf, in order to extract from him the know- 
(Ige which ho supijosed him to be in possession 
concerning the authors of liis niisibrtiim ... 
though blunt, plain of speech, and hot 
^Mis^sition, like most of his eountrymen, was 
ih^ns deficient in the shrewdness which is 
Bp. their bharaoteiistio. He reflected that, from 

i '^^he had ohserved on the memorable night 
f Dwarf was first seen, and from the eoii- 
01 that mysterious being ever since, ho was 
y to be rendered even more obstinate in liis 
nness by threats and violence, 
ll spe^k him fair,’ he said, ‘as auld Dickon 
*ed me. Though folk say he has a league 
iatau, he caiina be sic an inc.aniate devil as 
0 take some pity in a case like mine ; and 
threep he'll whiles do good, charitable sort 
ing?, V\l keep my heart doun as well as I 
and stroke him wi’ the hair ; and if the warst 
i te the warst, it’s but wringing the hehd o’ 
bim^houtatlast.’ 
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In thiu disposition , of accommodation he ap- 
proached the hut of the Solitary. 

The old man w'as not upon his seat of audience, 
nor could Ilobbie ijerceive him in his garden or 
enclosures. 

‘ He’s gotten into his very" keep,’ said Ilobbie, 
‘maybe to he out o’ the gate ; but I’se pu’ it doVn 
about his lugs, if I caiina win at him otherwise.’ 

Having thus eommuiied with himself, he raised 
his voice, and invoked EJsJiie, in a tone as sup- 
plicating as his conflicting feelings would permit. 

‘ Elshie, my glide friend !’ No reply. ‘Elshie, 
canny Father Elshie ! ’ The Dwarf remained 
in ute. ‘ Sorrow lie ii i tl ic crooked carcass of thee ! ’ 
said the Borderer between his teeth ; and then 
again attcm])ting a soothing tone, — ‘ Good Father 
Elshie, a most miserable creature desires some 
counsel of your wisdom.’ 

‘The better!’ answered the shrill and dis- 
cordant voice ol’ the Dwaif through a very small 
window, resem]>ling an arrow -slit, W'hieh he had 
eonstructed near the door oi‘ his dwelling, and 
through which ho eoiild see any one who ap- 
proached it, witlioiit the possibility of their 
looking in upon him. 

‘The better!’ said Ilobbie impatiently ; ‘wdiat 
is the bettor, Elshie? Do you m»t hear me tell 
you 1 am tlio most miserahle Avrctcli living?* 

‘ And do you m)t hear me tell you it is so much 
the better? and did 1 not tell you tliis morning, 
when you thought yourself so happy, what an 
evening w\'is coming upon you ? ’ ^ 

‘That ye did e’en,’ replied Hohbie, ‘and that 
gars ino come to you for advice now ; they that 
foresaw the trouble maun ken the cure.’ 

‘ 1 know no euro for earthly trouble,’ returned 
tho Dwarf; ‘or if 1 did, why sliould I help 
others, wlieii none hath aided rnc ? Have I not 
lost w'ealtli, that would have bought all thy barren 
liills a Iiundred times over? rank, to which thine 
is as that of a ])casaiiL? society, where there was 
an intevoluiiige of all that was amiable — of all 
that was intellectual ? Have I not lost all this? 
Am 1 not residing here, the veriest outcast on 
the face of Nature*., in tho most hideous and most 
I solitary of her i e.treats, myself more hideous than 
all that is around mo ? And why should other 
worms eoiniflain to mo when they are trodden on, 
since I am myself lying crushed and writhing 
under the chariot wOiccl ? ’ ^ 

‘ Ye may have lost all this,’ aiisw^ered Hobbie, 
in the bitterness of emotion ; ‘ land and friends, 
goods and gear ; ye may hac lost them a*, — but 
yo ne’er can hao sac sair a heart as mine, for ye 
ne’er lost nac Grace Armstrong. And now my 
last hopes are gane, and 1 shall ne’er see her mail*.’ 

This he said in the tone of deepest emotion — 
and there foHowed a long pause, for the mention 
of his bride’s name had overcome the more angi’y 
and irritable feelings of poor Ilobbie. Ere lie had 
again addressed tho Solitary, tho bony hand and 
long fingers of the latter, holding a large leathern 
bag, w^as thrust forth at the small window, and 
as it unclutched tho burden, and let it drop with 
a clang upon the gi’onnd, his harsh voice again 
addressed Elliot. 

* There — there lies a salve for every human ill ; 
so, at least, each htwnan wretch readily thinks. — 
Begone ; return Wice as wealthy as thou wert 
before yesterday, and tormenj; me no more 'with 
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questions^ ooni|>laiut8, or thanks ; they are alike 
odious to me.' * 

‘ It's a' gowd, by Heaven 1 ’ said Elliot, having 
glanced at the coiitouts ; and then again address- 
ing the Hermit, ‘Mucklc obliged for your good- 
will ; and I wad blithely gie you a bond for some 
o* the siller, or a wadset ower the lands o’ Wide- 
open. But I diniia ken, Elsliie ; to be free wi’ 
you, I dinna like to use siller unless I keiiM it 
was decently come by ; and maybe it might turn 
into sclatc-staiies, aiid cheat some ]»oor niaii.* 
‘Ignorant idiot!' retorted the Dwarf; ‘the 
trash is as genuine 2>oiso!i as ever was ilug out of 
the bowels of the earth. Take it — use it, and 
may it thrive with you us it hath done with me.’ 

‘But I tell you ’ said Elliot, ‘it wasna about 
the gear that I was consnitiiig you, --it was a 
braw barnyard, doubtless, and thirty head of finer 
cattle there werena on this side of {he Oalrail 
but let the gear gang, -if ye could gic me hut 
speerings o’ jniirdrace, I would be content to be 
your slave for life, in ony thing that didiia touch 
iny salvation. O, Elsliie, speak, man, sjieak ! ' 

‘ Well, then,’ answered the Dwarf, as if Avorii 
out by liis importunity, ‘since thou hast not 
enough of woes of thine own, but must needs 
seek to burden thysidf with those of a jwirtner, 
sock her whom thou hast lost in the 

‘In the lYcit? That’s a wide word.’ j 

‘ It is the last,’ said the Dwarf, ‘which I design 
to utter and he drew the shatters ofhis window , 
leaving Hobbie to make the most of tlic hint he 
had given. 

Tlic w'ost ! — the west ! — tliought Elliot ; the 
country is pretty (piiet down tliat way, unlosN it 
were Jock o’ the Todholes ; and he’s ower an Id 
now for the like o’ thao jobs. — West!— By my 
life, it must he AVestlmriitlat. ‘Elsliie, just tell 
me one wwd. Am I rights Is it Westhuriiflat ? 
If I am wraug, sa^ sac. 1 w’adiia like to wyte au 
innocent neiglihour wi’ violence. — No answer? — 
It must he the Red lleivcr —1 didna think he wad 
liae ventured on me neither, .and sac mony kin 
as therc’.s o’ us — I am thinking he’ll hae simie 
better backing than his Cumberland fiiends. — 
Fareweel to you, Elsliie, and iimiiy thanks. — I 
dowiia 1)6 fasheil wd’ the siller e’en now% for 1 
niauii awa to meet my friends at the trysting- 
place. — Sae, if ye eareiia to ojion the wdndow', ye 
can fetch it in after I’m aw'a.’ 

Still there Avas no reply. 

‘ He‘s deaf, or he’s dal't, or he’s haith ; hut I 
liae nae time to stay in elaver wi’ liiiu.’ 

And off rode Hol)hie Elliot tow^ards the jJaeo 
of rendezvous wliich lie had named to his friends. 

Four or five riders were alreafly gathereil at the 
Trysting Pool. They stood in close consul taiioii 
together, wdiile their horses Aven* |¥5rmitted to 
graze among the poi)lars Avhich overhung the 
broad, still pool. A moi\ numerous party Avere 
seen coming from the south Award. It proved io 
be Earnscliff and liis party, avIio had followed tlie 
track of the cattle as far as the English border, 
but had’ halted on the information that a con- 
siderable force was drawn together under some of 
the Jacobite gentlemen in that district, and there 
Avere’ll^ngs of insurrection in difierent pai ts of 

* A siron^j boundary ditch, seemingly designed to defend 
the Celtic or Ciaelic portion of the South against the iu- 
vaslons of the'^ Saxons. 


Scotland. This took aAvay irom the act wMoh 
liad been perpeti'ated the appearance of pri^te 
animosity, or love of plunder; and Earnscuffwas 
I noAV disposed to regard it as a symptom of civil 
Avar. The young gentleman greeted Hobbie with 
the most sincere sympathy, and informed him of 
the news lie had received.* 

‘Then, may I never stir frae the hit,* said 
Elliot, ‘ if aitld Ellieslaw is not at the bottom 0* 
the hale villany ! Ye sec he’s leagued with l^he 
Cumberland Catholics ; and that agrees weel wi' 
Avhat Elsliie hinted about Wesuiurnflat, for 
EllieslaAV aye protected him, and he will want 
to harry and (lisarni the country about his ain 
hand before he breaks out.' 

Some now roinomhered that the party of 
rutti.ans liad been heard to say they were acting 
for .lames YllL, and Avere charged to disarm all 
rebels. Others had heard Westhuvnflat boast, 
in drinking parties, that EllieslaAV would soon 
l)e in arms fi)r the Jacobite cause, and that he 
himself Avas to liold a command under him, and 
that they Avouid ho had neighbours for young 
Earnselilf, and all that stood out for the estab- 
lisliod government. The result A\'as a strong 
belief ll\at Westhiirnllat had headed the party 
under EllioslaAv’s orders, and l.h«?y resolved to 
]»roeeed instantly 1o the house, of the former, 
Mild, if jMAssiblc, to secure liis ])orson. They were 
by this lime joined by so many of their di8j)crsed 
friends, that tlu'ir niimher amounted to upwards 
of tAventy horsemen, Avt'llinoimtcd, and tolerably, 
though A’ariousl y. armed. 

A lirook, Avhich issiual from a narrow glen 
among tlio hills, entered, at Westburnfiat, upon 
the oj)cn marshy level, AV'hhdi, exjjanding about 
half a mile in every dircclion, gives name to the 
spot. Ill this jJaee the character of the stream 
hei'omes changed, and IVom lannga lively, hrisk- 
ninning mountain torrent, it stagnates, like a 
hliicswollen snake, in dull, dc^ep windings, through 
the swampy h*vel. On the side of tlie,.streiim, 
and nearly about the centre of the plain, arose 
the toAver'of Wosthundlat, one of the fcAV remain- 
ing stroiigliolds lormerly so numerous upsn the 
Borders. Tlie ground upon Avhieh it stood was 
gently elevated above the marsh for the space of 
about a hundred yards, affording an esiilaiiade 
of dry turf, Avhich exhuided itself in the immedi- 
ate neigh })ourhood of the tower ; but, beyond 
Avliieli, the surface {irosenlcd to strangers was 
that of an impassable and dangerou^^ bog. The 
ow'ncr of the toAver and his inmates alone knew 
the Avinding and intricate paths, wdiicli, leading 
over ground that A\'as comi)aratively sound, ad- 
mitted visitors to his residence. But among the 
])arty Avhieh Avero a.ssernbled under EarnsclifFs 
directions, there wais moj'o than one person quali- 
fied to act as a guide ; for although the owner’s 
character and habits of life Avere generally known, 
yet the laxity of feeling with respect to property 
])re vented his being looked on with the aohor- 
rence AAitli Avhich Tie must have been regarded 
in a more civilised country. He was considered 
among his more peaceable neighbours, pretty 
much as a gambler, cock-fighter, or horse-jockey 
Avould be regarded at the present day ; a person, 
of course, whoso habits Avere to be condemned, 
and his society, in general, avoided, yet who 
could not be considei'ed as marked with tho in- 
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dalible infamy attached to his profession where 
laws have been habitually observed. And theii* 
indignation was awakened against him upon this 
occasion, not so much upon account of the general 
nature of the transaction, which was just such as 
was to be expected from this marauder, as that 
the violence had been j)erpetrated upon a neigh- 
bour against whom lie ’.ad no ciiusc of quarrel, — 
igainst a friend of their own,— above all, against 
one of the name of Elliot, to wdiich clan most of 
them belonged. It was not, tbcndbie, wonderful 
that there should bn several in tlif! bayid i^rctty 
well acquainted with the locality of his liabita- 
bion, and capable of giving such directions and 
guidance as soon placed the whole ])arty on the 
men space of firm ground in front of' the tower 
n Westburnilat. 


CHAPTER ITII. 

So spak the knichi; the j^eaunt sed, 

Lead forth with the, the sely maid, 

And niak me <iuite of the and sehe ; 

For glaunsing ce, or brow so breut, 

Or cheek with lose and lilye blent, 

Me libts not ficljt with tiie. 

KomancI'. of tuk Falcon. 

Thk tow('r, before which the party now stood, 
was a small square building of the most gloomy 
ispect. Tile walls were of' great thickness, and 
the windows, or slits which served the piiipose 
Df windows, seemed rather (taleulated to afford 
the defenders the means of employing missile 
weai)ons, than for admitting aii- or light to the 
ipartmcnts within. A small battlement pro- 
jected over the walls on every side, and afforded 
further advantage of defence by its niched ])ara- 
pet, within which arose a steep roof, (lagged with 
jrey stones. A single turret at one angle, de- 
fended by a door studded with huge iron nails, 
rose above the battlement, and gave access to 
bhc* roof from witliin, by the sjiiral staircase 
which it enclosed* It seemed to the }nirty fliat 
their iflotions w'ere watched l3y some one concealed 
within this turret ; and they were confirmed in 
their belief, when, tli rough a narrow looj»bole, a 
Female hand was seen to wave a handkerchief, as 
if by way of signal to them. Jlobhie was almost 
out of his senses with joy and eagerness. 

, ‘It was Grace’s Jiaiid and arm,’ he said ; ‘T 
swear it aniang a thousand. There is not 
|he like of it on this side of the Loudens, — We’ll 
^ave her out, lads, if wc should carry off the 
fewer of Westburnhat stane by stanc.’ 

F Ikirnscliff, though he doubted the jjossibility 
If recognising a fair maiden’s hand at such a dis- 
tance from the eye of the lover, would say nothing 
to damp his friend’s animated liopcs, and it >vas 
resolvea to summon the gamson. 

The shout of the party, and the winding of 
one or two horns, at length brought to a loop- 
hole, which flanked the entrance, the haggard 
face of an old woman. 

•‘That’s the Reiver’s mother,’ said one of the 
Eliots ; ‘ she’s ten time.s waur than liimseT, and 
is'wyted for muckle of the ill he does about the 
country/ 

* Wna are ye ? What d’ye want here ? ’ were 
the (pieries of the respectable progenitor. 


‘ We are seeking William Grseme of Westhuni- 
flat, ’ said Earnscliff. 

‘He’s no at hame,’ returned the. old dame. 

‘ Wheri'did ho leave home ? ’ pursued Eaniscliff. 

‘ I canna tell,’ said the portress. 

‘ When wdll lie return ? ’ said Hobbie Elliot. 

‘ 1 dinna ken Jiaething about it,’ replied the 
inexorable guardian of tbo kecj). 

‘ Is there anybody williin the tower with you?’ 
again demanded Earnsclilf. 

‘ Naeluxly but niysel’ and baudrons,’* said the 
old woman. 

‘ TJien open the gale and admit us,’ said Earns- 
clilf ; ‘ I am a justice of peace, and in search of 
tl»e <*.vidence of a felony.’ 

‘ Dcil be in tbeir lingers that draws a bolt for 
ye,’ retorted the ))orti-ess ; ‘ for mine shall never 
do it. Thinkna ye shame o’ yomscl’s, to come 
here siccan a baiul o’ ye, wi’ yonr swords, and 
spears, and steel-caps, to frighten a lone widow 
woman ? ’ 

‘Our infoniiatioii,’ said Earnsclifl*, ‘is positive ; 
wc are seeking goods which have been forcibly 
carried off, to a great amount.’ 

‘And a young woman, that's been cruelly made 
])risorjer, that’s worth mair than a’ the gear, 
twice told,’ said Hobbie. 

‘And 1 warn you,’ continued EariiKcliff, ‘that 
you)* only way to prove your son’s innocence is 
to give us (piie.t admiflaiieo to search tlio house.' 

‘And what will yc do. if I earena to thraw the 
keys, or draw' the bolts, or open the grate to, sic 
a clamjamfric V said the old diunc scoflingly. 

‘Force our way with the king’s kcys,t and 
break the neck of cv(3ry living soul we find in 
the house, if yc dinna gie it ower forthwitli ! * 
menaced the incensed Hobbie. 

‘Threatened J'olks live lang,’ said the hag, in 
the same tone of irony ; ‘ there’s the iron grato 
— try yoiu’ skecl on’t, lads — it lias kept out as 
glide men as you or now.' 

So saying, .she laughed, and withdrew from the 
aperture through which she had held the parley. 

'J’ho besiegcr.s now opened a serious consulta- 
tion. The immeiist^ thickness of the w’alls, and 
the small size of the windows, might, for a time, 
have even resisted cannon-shot. The entrance 
was secured, first, by a strong grated door, com- 
posed entirely of luimmeved iron, of sueli ponder-f 
oils strength as seemed calculated to resist any 
force that could be brought against it. ‘ Pinches 
or forehaintiicrs wdll never pick upoii’t,’ said 
Hugh, the blacksmifh of Ringlcbuni ; ‘ye might 
as weel batter at it wi’ pipe-staples.’ 

AVithiu the doorw’ay, and at the distance of 
nine feet, whieli was the solid thickness of the 
w'all, there Avas a second door of oak, crossed, 
both breadth and lengthways, with clenched 
bars of iron, and studded full of broad-headed 
nails. Resides all these defences, they were by 
no means confident in the truth of the old dame s 
assertion, that she alone composed the garrison. 
The more knowing of the party had observed 
hoof-marks in the track by which they approached 
the toAver, which seemed to indicate that several 
persons had very lately passed in that direction. 

* A Scotch familiar term for the cat. 

t The king’s keys for searching lockfast places, if peace- 
able entrance be refused^ are the broad -axe and crowbar. 
Entrance, In a word, is forced. 
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To all these difficulties was added their want 
of; means for attacking the iilaco. There was no 
hop© of procuring ladders long enough to reach 
the battlements, and the windows, besides being 
very narrow, were secured with iron bars. Scal- 
ing was therefore out of the question ; mining 
was still more so, for want of tools and gun- 
j)Owder ; neither were the besiegers provided w’ith 
food, means of shelter, or other conveniences, 
which might have enabled them to convert the 
siege into a blockade ; and there would, at any 
rate, have been a risk of relief Iroin some of 
the marauder’s comrades, llobbie grinded aud 

r .shed his teetli, as, walking round the fastness, 
could devise no means of niakijig a 1‘orcihle 
entry. At length lie suddenly exclaimed, 'And 
what for no do as our fathers did laiig sync i 
Put hand to the Avark, lads. Tict us out n]‘ 
bushes and briers, })ilM them before the door and 
set fire to them, and smoke that auld devil’s dam 
as if she were to he rcested tor bacon.’ 

All immediately closed Avith this ]n’oposal, and 
some Avent to Avork Avith swords and knives to 
cut doAvn the alder and liawthoru hushes Avhich 
grew by the side of tlio sluggish stream, many 
of Avhieh Avero siillicieiitly deeayed aud dried for 
theii’ purpose, Avhilc others began to colleetthem 
in a large stack, pioperly disposed for burning, 
as close to the iron grate as they could be pikMl. 
Piro Avas speedily obtained from one of their 
guns, and Hobbie Avas already advancing to the 
pile with a kindled brand, Avheii the surly faet» 
of the robber, and the muzzle of a musquetooii, 
were partially shoAA'ii at a shot-hole Avlii(*li Hanked 
the entrance, 'Moiiy thunks to ye,’ he said 
sooffingly, 'for collecting sac muekle winter eild- 
ing for us ; but if ye step a foot nearer it Avi’ 
that hint, it’s be the dearest step yu over made 
in your days.* 

' We’ll siine see tlial,* saifl ITobbie, adA^ancing 
fearlessly with the torch. 

The marauder snapped his piece at him, whieli, 
fortunately for our honest friend, did not go olf ; 
Avhile EariiScJiff, firing at the same moment at 
the narroAv ajicrture and sliglit mark alforded by 
the robber s face, grazed the .side of his head Avitli 
a bullet. He had apjiarently calculated upon 
his post affording him more security, for he no 
stooner felt the wound, though a very sliglit one, 
than he requested a parley, and ciemaiided to 
know Avhat they meant by attacking in this 
fashion a peaeeal)bj aud honest man, aud shed- 
ding his blood ill tliat lawless manner. 

‘Wo Avant your ]»risoner,’ said Earn scl iff, 'to 
be delivered lip to us iu safely.’ 

‘And what coiiceiu have you Avith her ?’ replied 
the marauder. 

‘That,’ retorbid Eariiscliff, ‘you, Avho arc de- 
taining her by force, 1 avc no right to inquire.’ 

‘Awcel, I think 1 can gie a guess,’ said tho 
rohber. ‘Weel, sirs, I am laitli to enter into 
4©adly 'feud with you by spilling ony of your 
Wilde, though Eamsciilf hasua stopped to slied 
mine— ^nd he can hit a mark to a groat’s breadth 
— $0, tp prevent mair skaith, I am wiiliug to de- 
liver up tlie prisoner, since nae less Avil 1 ]>] case you.’ 

‘ And Hobble’s gear % ’ cried Simon <if Haek- 
, bum. ‘ D’ye think you’re to be free to ])hiudcr 
tho faulds and byres^ of a gentle Elliot as If they 
were e-n auld wilVs iifu’s-cavoy I * 


‘As I live by bread,’ replied Willi© of 
burnliat — ‘ As I, live by bread, I have not a single 
cloot o’ them ! They m a’ owoi* tho march iKtog 
syne ; there’s no a horn o’ them about the towe(r. 
But t'll sec Avhat o’ them can be gotten back, 
and I'll take this day twa days to meet Hobbie 
at the Castlcton AVI’ twa frienas on ilka side, and 
see to mak an agreement about a’ the wrang he 
can wyte me Avi’.’ 

‘Ay, ay, ’said Elliot, ‘that will do Aveel eneuch,’ 
And then aside to his kin8Tii.in, ‘ Murrain on the 
gear ! Tiordsakc, man ! say nought about them/ 
Let us but get puir Grace out o’ that auld helli- 
cat’s clutches. ’ 

‘Will ye gie me your Avord, Eariiscliff,’ said the 
marauder, Avho still lingeivd at tho slipt-hole, 
'3^our laitli and trotli, with hand and glove, 
lli.tL I am free to come and free to gae, Avitn live 
minutes to oj)cu the gi’afc, and live minutes, to 
steek it and to (IraAV the l)olts? less Avinna do, 
for thc3^ want creishiiig sairly. Will ye do this?* 

‘You shall have full time,’ said Earnscliff ; ‘I 
j>liglil my faith aud trolli, my hand and my 
glove.* 

‘ Wait there a moment, ilieri,’ said Wcstbiim- 
flat ; ‘or hear ye, I Avad rather ye Avad fa’ hack 
a ])iatol-shot from tlic door. It’s no that 1 inis- 
Inist your AVord, Eariisclilf ; but it’s best to bo 

Slll<J.’ 

‘0, friond,’ lliougUt H«)b])i(; to himself, as he 
drew back, ‘an I Inul you but on Turner’s Holm,* 
and naelxxly by but twa lionest lads to see fair 
play, 1 wad mak<? yfs wish yc had broken your 
lt‘g i>re ye hacl toiushcd beast or body that he- 
longeil to me ! ’ 

‘ lie has a Avhiti‘ feather in his Aving this same 
AVcstbiirnllat, afbu' a’,’ said Simon of Hackburn, 
somcAvhat scandalized by his ready surrender. — 
'He’ll ne’er fill his father’s boots.’ 

In the incanAvhile, the inner floor of the toAVer 
Avas opened, and the motlicr of the freebooter 
a]>]icarcfl in tlie space betwixt that audt^ie outer 
grate. Willie liimself Avas next seen, leading 
forth a hunale ; ami tin*, old woman, carefully 
bolting the grates bcliiml tlnmi, S’emainod on tlie 
post as a sort of sentinel. 

'Ony aii(} or Iawi o’ yc come forward,' said the 
outlaw, ‘and take her Irae my hand halo and 
sound.’ 

Hobbie advanced eagerly to meet Ins betrothed 
In-ide. Earnscliif folloAved more sloAvly, to guard 
against treachery. Suddenly Hobblh slackened 
his pace in the (leepest mortification, while that 
of Earnscliff Avas ha.stened by impatient surprise. 
It Avas not Grace Armstrong, but Miss Isabella' 
Yerc, Avhosc liberation had been effected by their 
ajjp(5aranco before tlie toAver. 

‘ Wh(‘rc is Grace! Avh(‘rc is Grace Armstrong?’ 
exclaimed Hobbie, in the extremity of wrath and 
indignation. 

'Not in my hands,’ aiisAvered Westhuraflat ; 

‘ yo may search the tower, if ye misdoubt me.’ 

' You false villain, you shall account for her, 
or die on the spot,’ said Elliot, presenting his 


* I'here is a level nicadov on the very margin of the two 
lan^doms, called T wrncr’s Holm, just where thebrOoV called 
Crissiop joH\s the l/iddel. It i» said to have derlvod its 
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'Btii Ma compauions, who now oaino upj in- 
atfthtly disarmed him of his wea{>on, exclaiming, 
all at once, * Hand and glove ! faith and troth ! 
Hand a care, Hobbie ; wc maun keep our faith 
wi’ Westburnfiat, were he the grcate-st rogue ever 
rode.' 

Thus jirotected, tJic outlaw recovered his 
audacity, which had I-- cu scunewhat daunted by 
the menacing gesture ol Elliot. 

‘I have kept my w'ord, sirs,' he said, ‘aryl I 
look to have nao wrang amaiig ye. If this is 
no the prisoner ye sought,’ he said, addressing 
Eamscliff, ‘ ye’ll I'endcr her back to me again. 
I am answerable for her to those that aught her.’ 

‘For God’s sake, Mr. Earnsclifr, protect me!’ 
said Miss Vere, clinging to her deliverer; ‘do 
not you abandon one whom the whole W'orld 
seems to have abandoned.' 

‘Fear nothing,’ whispered Earnsclilf ; ‘I wdll 
protect you with my life.’ Then turning to 
.Westburnfiat, ‘Villain!’ he said, ‘how dared 
you insult this lady ‘i ’ 

‘For that matter, Eamscliff,’ answered the 
freebooter, ‘ I can answer to them that has better 
right to ask me than you have ; but if yon come 
with an armed force, and take her a^va from 
them that her friends lodged her how will 
you fLTisiWGT that ? — But it’s your aiii affair. — Nae 
single man can keep a tower against tw’onty. — A’ 
the men o’ the Mcanis downa do mair than they 
dow.’ 

‘He lies most falsely,’ said Isabella; ‘he 
oari’ied mo off by violence from my father.’ 
j ‘ Maybe he only wanted ye to tlii nk sae, hinny, ' 
Replied the robber; ‘but it’s nae business o’ 
biiiie, let it be as it may. — So yc wiiina resign 

f er back to me ? ’ 

‘Back to you, fellow! Surely no,’ ans’wered 
larnscliff ; ‘ 1 will protect Miss Verc, and bscort 
er safely wherever she is pleased to be conveyed. ’ 
‘ Ay^ ay, maybe you and her hao settled that 
ilready,’ said Willie of Westburnfiat. 

‘And Grace?’ interrupted Hobbie, shaking 
lims^lf loose from the liieuds wdio had been 
jreaching to him the sanctity of the .safe-conduct, 
Upon the faith of which the freebooter had ven- 
tured from his tower. — ‘ Where’s Grace?’ and lie 
irushed on the marjiuder, sword in hand. 

Westburnfiat, thus iii-esscd, after cialling out, 

P ^^^odsako, Hobbie, hoar me a gliff!’ faid}^ 
ued hi| back and fled. TIis mother stood 
iy to open and slmt the grate ; hut Hohlne 
ick at the freebooter as he entered with so 
much force, that the sword made a considerable 
feleft in the lintel of the vaulted door, which is 
btill shown as a memorial of the superior strength 
6f those who lived in the days of yore.* Ere 
Hobbie could repeat the blow, the door was shut 
Ind secured, and he was compelled to retreat to 
tis companions, who were now preparing to 
bmk up the siege of Westburnfiat. They in- 
sisted upon his accompanying them in their 
return. 

‘Ye hae broken truce already,* said old Dick 
8f the Dingle ; ‘ an 'we takna the better care, 
ye’ll play mair gowk’s tricks, and make yoursel* 

A similar tale is told about many a Border lintel. An 
is'sbown on the upwr Uot^ of the gate of the old 
■ktle at Driimmekler (in Peeblesshire) impressed by the 
^ of Veit^ of Dyock, 


the laughing-stock of llie hale , country, besides 
having your friends charged with slaughter under 
trust. Bide till the meeting at Castloton, as ye 
bae greed ; an if lie disiia make ye amends, then 
wc’ll hao it out o’ his heart’s blood. But let us 
gang reasonably to wark, and kee2> our tryst, and 
I’ae warrant wo get back Grace, and the kye 
an’ ii*.’ 

This cold-blooded reasoning went ill down 
with the unfortiinnic lover ; nut, as he could 
only ohtiiin the assistance of his neighbours and 
kinsmen on their own terms, lie was compelled 
to acquicscio in their notions of good faitn and 
regular procedui-e. 

Eamscliff now roqne.stcd the assistance of a 
few of the party to (jonvey Miss A^ere to her 
father’s castle of Kilieslaw, to which she W’os 
jicrcmptory in desiring to be conducted. This 
was readily granted ; and five or six young men 
agi'ccd to attend liim as an escort. Hobbie was 
not of the number. Almost heart-broken by the 
events of the day, and Ins final disajipointment, 
he returned moodily home to take such measures 
as he could foi' the sustenance and jirotection of 
his family, and to arrange with his neighbours 
the further stef>s which should bo adopted for 
the reeovciy of Grace Armstrong. The rest of 
the }>arty dispersed in different directions, as 
soon as tlioy had crossed the morass. The out- 
law and liis mother watched tlnun from the 
tower, until they entirely disappeared. 


CHAP7'RR fX. 

1 left luy l.'xdye’s bower last night— 
li was clad in wreaths of snaw, — 

1 11 seek it when the sun is bright, 

And sweet the roses hi aw. 

Old Ballad. 

Incenskt) at what he deemed the oofdness of 
his friends in a Crausc wdiich interested him so 
nearly, Hobbie had shaken liirnself free of their 
company, and was noAv on his solitaiy road home- 
ward. ‘ The fiend founder thee ! ’ said he, as 
he spurred im 2 )aticntly his over-fatigued and 
stiimlding horse ; ‘ thou art like a’ the rest o* 
them. Hao I not bred thee, and fed thee, ahd 
dressed thee wi’ mine ain hand, and wouldst 
thou sna 2 )por now" and break my neck at my 
utmost need ? But thou’rt e’en like the lave — 
Jho furthest off o’ them a’ is my cousin ten times 
removed, and day or night I wad hae served them 
wi’ my best blood ; and now, I think they show- 
mair regard to the common thief of AVestbiirnflat 
than to their ain kinsman. But I should see the 
lights now in Heugh-foot— Wae’s me ! ’ he con- 
tinued, recollecting himself, ‘there wdll neither 
coal nor candle-light shine in the Heugh-foot ony 
mair ! An it werena for iny mother and sisters, 
and jioor Grace, I could find in my heart to set 
spurs to the beast, and loup ower the scaur into 
the water to make an end o’t a’.’ — In this discon- 
solate mood he turned his horse’s bridle towards 
the cottage in which his family had found reftige. 

As he ajiproached tlie door, he heard whisper- 
ing and tittering amongst his sisters. ‘ The 
deevil’s in the women,' said poor Hobbie ; * they 
would nicker, and laugh, and giggle, if their 






M^hd lying a fcorp— and yet I am glad 
tiwjr ban keep up their hearts sae weel, iioor silly 
; but the dirdum fa’s on me, tu be sure, 
and, no on them.' 

/Wliile he thus meditated, ho was engaged in 
fastening up his horse in a shed. ‘ Thou maun 
' do without horse-sheet and surcingle now, lad,’ 
he said, addressing the animal ; * you and mo 
hae had a downcome alike ; we had better hae 
fa’en in the deepest pool o’ Tarras.’ 

He was intemij)ted by the youngest of his 
sisters, who came running out, and speaking in 
a constrained voice, as if to stifle some emotion, 
called out to him, ‘ What are you doing there, 
Hobble, fiddling about the naig, and there’s ane 
frae Cumberland been waiting hero for you this 
hour and mair ? Haste ye in, man ; I’ll take off 
the saddle.’ 

* Ane frae Cumberland 1 ’ exclaimed Elliot ; 
and, putting the bridle of his horse into the hand 
of his sister, ho rushed into the cottage. ‘ Where 
is he? where is he?’ he exclaimed, glancing 
eagerly around, and seeing only females. * Did 
he bring news of Grace ? ’ 

‘ He dough tna bide an instant langer,* said the 
elder sister, still with a suppressed laugh. 

* Hout fie, bairns ! ’ said the old lady, with 
something of a good-humoured re])roof, 'ye 
shouldna vex your billy Hobbie that way. — 
Look round, my bairn, and see if there isna ane 
here mair than ye left this morning.’ 

Hobbie looked eagerly round. ' There’s you 
and the three titties.’ 

'There’s four of us now, Hobbie lad,’ said the 
youngest, who at this moment entered. , 

In an instant Hobbie had in his arms Grace 
Armstrong, who, with one of liis sister’s plaids 
around her, had passed unnothjcd at his first 
entrance. ‘ How dared you do this ? ’ said I 
Hobbie. 

‘ It upsna my fault,’ said Grace, endeavouring 
to cover her face with her hands, to liido at once 
her blushes and escape tlic storm of hearty 
kisses with which lier bridegroom pnnislied her 
simple stratagem, — ' It wasna my fault, Hobbie ; 
ye should kiss Jeanio and the rest o’ them, for 
they hae the wyte o’t.’ 

‘And so I will,’ .said Hobbie, and embraced 
and kissed his sisters and grandmother a hun- 
dred times, while the whole party half-laughed, 
halLcried, in the extremity of tlieir joy. ‘ I am 
the happiest man,’ said Hobbie, throwing him- 
down on a seat, almost exhausted, — ‘ I aiy 
the happiest man in tlie w’orld ! ’ 

'Then, # my dear bairn,' said the good old 
daiiie> who lost no opportunity of teaching her 
' of religion at those moments when the 

was best open to receive it, — ' Then, O my 
give. praise to Him that brings smiles out 
joy out 0 * grief, as he brought light 
darkness, and the world out o’ naething. 
lay word, that if yc could say Ills 
TWffl be ddne, ye might hae cause to say His name 

^ It your word, grannie ; and I do 

him' ftfr his mercy, and for leaving mo 
4;';sgdj^ paraiit ^han my ain were gane/ said 
l^bbie, taking hand, ' that puts me 
Id. mind to think of wm, 

mm/ 


There was a solemn ^ pause* of ■ 
minutes, employed in the exerdee. 
devotion, which expressed, in purity Add sincer- 
ity, the gratitude of the affectionate himSy td 
tliat Providence who had unexpectedly restored 
to their embraces the friehd whom they had lost* 

Ilobbie’s first inquiries were concerning the ad- 
ventures which Grace h ad undergone. They wem 
told at length, but amounted in substance tO 
this : — That she was awaked by the noise whieh 
the ruffians made in breaking into the house, and 
by the resistance made by one or two of the 
servants, which was soon oveimowered ; that, 
dressing herself hastily, she ran down-stairs, ana 
having seen, in tlie scuffle, Westburnflat’s vizard 
drop off, imprudently named him by bis name,' 
and besought him for mercy ; that the ruffian 
instantly stopiied her mouth, dragged her from 
the house, anti placed her on horseback, behind 
one of his associates. 

'I’ll break the accursed neck of him,* said 
Hobbie, ' if there werena another Greeme in the 
land but himsel’ ! ’ 

She proceeded to say, that she was carried 
southward along with the party, and the spoil 
whicli they drove before them, until they nad 
crossed the Border. Suddenly a person, knowm 
to her as a kinsman of Westburnflat, came riding 
very fast after the marauders, and told their 
leader, that his cousin had learnt from a sure 
hand that no luck would come of it, unless the 
lass was restored to her friends. After somedis- 
I cussion, the chief of the party seemed to o^uiesce. 

! Grace was placed behind her new guardian, who 
pursued in silence, and with great speed, the 
least frequented patli to the Heugh-foot, and, ere 
evening closed, set down the fatigued and terri- 
fied damsel within a quarter of a mile of the 
dwelling of her friends. Many and sincere 'wore 
the congratulations which jmssed on all sides. 

As these emotions subsicled, less pleaspig con- 
siderations began to intrude theinseives. 

'This is a miserable place for ye a’,’ said 
PTobbio, looking around him ; * I can sleep wool 
eucuch mysel’ outby beside the naig, as I hae 
done mony a lang night on the hills ; but how 
ye arc to put yonrsel’s up, I oaima see ! And 
what’s w'aur, 1 canna mend it ; and what’s waiir 
than a’, the morn may come, and the day after 
that, without your being a bit better off.* 

‘ It was a cowardly, cmel thing, '^id one of 
the sisters, looking round, ‘to harry a puir 
family to the bare wa’s this gait.’ 

'And leave us neither stirk nor stot,* said the 
youngest brother, who now entered, 'nor sheep 
nor lamb, nor aught that eats grass and oom.^ 

' If they had ony quairel wi* us,* said 
the second brother, ‘ were we na ready to have 
fought it out ? And that we should have been 
a’ frae hame too, — ane and a’ upon the hill 
an we had been at hame, Will Orseme’s staiisitck 
shouldna hae wanted its morning ; but it’s 
him, is it na, Hobbie V . , ; 

' Our neighbours hae taen a day>t thh 
to gree wi’ him at the sight o’ tueu^’ iaM’lSob^ 
mournfully; 'they behoved to Iwve lt i’ 

^ ^it, or there was nae help ^ 

* To gree wi’ him 1 ^ 
otohee, 'after sipoan 
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iti ifhe country dncc the auld riding 

billies, and mv blood was e’en 
boiling at it ; but— the sight o’^ Grace Armstrong 
Ims settled it brawly.* 

^)But the stocking, Hobbio V said John Elliot ; 
* ^’re utterly ruined. Harry and I hae been to 
gather what was on tix^ outby land, and there’s 
4^oe a doot left. I kenna how we’re to carry 
OIL— We maun a’ gang to the wars, I think. 
Westbjjmflat hasna the means, e’en if ho had the 
will, to make up our loss ; there’s nae mends to 
be got out o’ him, but what ye take out o’ his 
banes. He hasna a four-footed creature but the 
vicious blood thing he rides on, and that's sair 
trashed wi’ his night wark. We are ruined stooi> 
and roop.’ 

Hohbie cast a mournful glance on Grace Aim- 
strong, who returned it with a downcast look 
and a gentle sigh. 

‘JDiiina be cast down, bairns,’ said the grand- 
mother; ‘we hae glide friends thatwinna forsake 
us in adversity. There’s Sir Thomas Kittleloof 
is my third cousin by the mother’s side, and he 
has come by a hantle siller, and been mtide a 
knight-baronet into the bargain, for being aiio 
o* the Commissioners at the Union.’ 

‘ He wadna gie a bodle to save us frae famish- 
ing,’ said Hobbie ; ‘and if he did, the hroail that 
I bought wi’t would stick in my throat, when I 
thou^t it was part of the price of puir auld 
Scotland’s crown and indejiendence,’ 

‘There’s the Laird o’ Dunder, ano o* the 
auldest families in Teviotdale.’ 

I B in the tolbooth, mother — he’s in the 
of Mid-Louden for a thousand incrk lie 
3d from Saunders Wyliccoat the writer.’ 
r man ! ’ exclaimed Mrs. Elliot; ‘can we 
I him something, Hobbie ? ’ 
forget, grannie, ye forget we want help 
l’ said Hobbie, somewhat peevishly, 
ill did I, hinny,' replied tlie good-natured 
just at the instant ; it’s sac natural to 
)n ane’s hlude relations before themscl’s. 
there's young Earascliif.’ 
has ower little o' his aiii ; and siccan a 
) keep up, it wad bo a shame,’ said Hobbie, 
rden him wi’ our distress. And I’ll tell 
[inie, it’s needless to sit rhyming ower the 
r a’ your kith, kin, and allies, as if there 
harm in their braw names to do us good ; 
ndees hae forgotten us, and those of our 
free hae just little eneuch to gang on wi’ 
I’s ; ne’er a friend hae we that can, or will, 
i to stock the farm again.’ 

(U, Hobbie,. we maun trust in Him that 
96 up fr'finds and fortune out o’ the bare 


in raise up 
loot, os thei 

r iSobbis sjM t^pon his feet. ‘Ye are right, 
Kamde)’ & wimcd,; *yo are right. 1 do 
n a Men^ ,lihe bare moor, that baith can 
help^ls.— The turns o’ this day hae dung 
Ity bead clean hirdie-girdio, I loft as muckle 
on Mucklestane Moor this morning 
house and stock the Heugh- 


l^4p^eni8h the house and stock the Heugh- 
4wme ower, and 1 am certain sure Elshio 
us the use of it.’ 

f’fsaid his grandmother in astonish- 
do you menkivl ’ 

Canny 


Elshie, t^ Wight o’# Mucklestane U replied . 
Hobbie* * 

‘ God forfend, my bairn, you should gang to 
fetch water out o’ broken cisterns, or seek for 
relief frae them that deal wi’ the Evil One! 
There w^as nevei* luck in their gifts, nor graoe in 
their iiaths. And the hale county kens t^at 
body Elshie's an unco man. 0, if there Was 
1 the law, and the douce, quiet administration . 
justice, that makes a kingdom flourish m right- 
eousness, the like o’ them suldna be suffered to 
live I The wizard ami tbe witch are the abomina^ 
tion and the evil thing in the laud.’ 

‘Troth, mother,’ answered Hohbie, ‘yo may 
say what ye like, hut I am in the mind that 
witches and warlocks havena half the power they 
had lang syne ; at least, sure am I, that ae ill-' 
deviser, like auld Ellieslaw, or ae ill-doer, like 
that d — d villain Westburnflat, is a greater , 
plague and abomination in a countryside than a 
hale curnie o’ the warst watches that ever capered 
on a broomstick, or played cantrips on Eastern’s 
E’en. It w'ad hae been lang or Elshie had bunit 
down my house and hams, and I am determined ' 
to try if he will do aught to build tliem up again. 
He’s weel keii’cl a skilfu’ man ower a’ the country, 
as far as Brough under Stanmore.’ 

‘ Bide a wee, my bairn ; mind his benefits 
bavena tli riven wi’ a’ body. Jock Howdeii died 
o* the very same disorder Elshie pretended to 
cure him of, about tbo fa’ o’ the leaf; and though 
he lielpcd Lambside’s cow wtcI out o’ the moor- 
ill, yet the louping-ill’s been sairor amang his 
sheep than ony season before. And then I have 
licara he uses sic w’ords abusing human nature, 
that’s like a lleeing in the face of Providence ; 
and ye mind yc said yourseV, tlio first time yo 
ever saw him, that he was mair like a bogle than 
a living thing.’ 

*Hout, mother,’ said Hobbie, ‘Elshie’s no 
that bad a chield ; he’s a gruesome spec^cle for 
a crooked disciple, to be sure, and a rough talker, 
but his bark is w'aur than his bite ; sae, if I ha<l 
ance something to eat, for I liavena had a moi'se) 
ower my throat this day, I wad str^ik mysel’ 
down for twa or throe hours aside the beosjb, 
and bo on and awa to Mucklestane wi’ the first 
skreigh o’ morning.’ 

‘And w^hat for no the night, Hobbie,* said 
Harry,' ‘ and I will ride wi’ ye ? * ' 

‘My naig is tired,’ said Hobbio. * ’ , 

‘Ye may take mine, then,’ said John* 

‘ But 1 am a wee thing wearied mysel*,’ , ’ 

‘ You wearied ? * said Harry ; ‘ shame on ye ! I 
have keii’d ye keep the saddle four-^nd-twenty 
hours thegither, and ne’er sic a word as well- 
ness in your wame,* 

‘The night’s very dark,’ said Hobbie, rieing 
and looking through tbe casement of the , cottage ; 
‘and, to speak truth and shame tbe deil, though 
Elshie’s a real honest fallow, yet somegatc. I 
would rather take daylight Avi’ me when I gang, 
to visit him.’ 

This frank avowal put a stop to fhrther 
ment ; and Hobbie, having thus oompronatised 


rnis irauK avowal put a stop to mrtner orgu-. 
ment ; and Hobbie, having thus oomponaiifled 
matters between the rashness of his Mother's 
counsel and , the timid cautions .^hieh’^ he ' rer 
eei^nd from his grandmother, refreshed 

the cottage afibxded)^ and, 
after a all rpund, retired to the 
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fthad, and sirotched himself besido his trusty 
wdfiwy. His brothers shared between them some 
trusses of clean straw, disposed in the stall usually 
oeoupied by old Aimajtln^s cow ; and the females 
arranged themselves for repose as well os the 
accommodations of the cottage would permit. 

With the first dawn of morning, Hol)l)ie arose ; 
and) having rubbed down and saddled Ids horse, 
he set forth to Mucklestaiio Moor. He avoidetl 
the company of either of his brothers, from an 
idea that the Dwarf was most pi'o]>itioiis to those 
who visited him alone. 

‘The creature,' said lie to liimself, as ho went 
along, ‘ is no neighbourly ; ac body at a time I** 
fully inair than he wool can aliido. I wonder if 
he’s looked out o' the crib o’ him to gather uj> 
the bag o’ siller. If ho hasna done that, it will 
hae been a braw wiiulfa’ for somebody, and I’ll 
he finely flung. Come, Tanias,* said bo to bis 
horse, striking him at the same timo with his 
spur, ‘ make inair fit, man ; we maun he first ou 
the field if wo can.’ 

He was now on tlie heath, whioli began to bo 
illuminated by the beams of the rising sun ; the 
gentle declivity which he was descend Lug ]>re- 
sentod him a distinct, though distant view of 
the Dwarfs dwelling. The door opened, find 
Hobbie witnessed wdtli his own eyes that pheno- 
menon which he had frocjucntly hoard inonlioiiod. 
Two human figures (if that of Uio Dwarf oould 
be termed such) issued from the solitary ftbode 
of the Recluse, and stood as if in convers<* to- 
gether in the oi>en air. The taller form thou 
stooped, as if taking something nn which lay 
beside the door of the hut, then both moved for- 
ward a little W’ay, and again halted, as in doo]) 
conference. All H^)bbi('’s superstitious terroi*s 
revived on witnessing this Hi>eotacle. That the 
Dwarf would 0 }>ftu his dwf-lling t<j a mortal guest, 
was as improbable as that any one would ciio(»se 
voluntarily to be his nocturnal visit oi ; an<l, 
under full conviction that he beheld a wi/aid 
holding intercourse w'ith Ids familiar spirit, 
Hobhie pulled in at oiieo his breath Jina Ins 
bridle, resolved not to incur the indignation of 
either by a ha.sty intrusion on their fonference. 
They were probably a\vjire of liis ajfproach, lor 
he had not halted lor a moment Ifpfore the Dw'arf 
returned to his cottage ; and the taller fignie wdio 
had accompanied Idin, glided round the enclosure 
of tjio garden, and seemed to aisappear from the 
eyes of the admiring Hobbie. 

‘Saw ever mortal the like o’ that !* said Elliot ; 
‘but my case is desperate, sae, if he were Beelze- 
bub himsel’, I’se \entuie down the biao on him.’ 

\*et, notwithstanding his assumcji courage, ho 
slackened his pace, wdicn, neaily upon the very 
spot where he had last seen the tall figure, lie 
diacerned, as if lurkin«- among the long heatlier, 
a small black, rougli -looking object, like a tcirier 
dog« 

°He has nac dog tliat ever I heard of,’ said 
Hobbie, * but mony a deil about his baud- liOtd 
fbrgie me for saying sie a word ! -It keeps iU 
mnmdi what it like— I’m judging it ’a a badger ; 

bbt kens what shapes thae bogles will take 
to JMgbt a body ? it will maybe start up like a 
crocodile when I come nearer. Tse e’en 
# stane at it, Ibr if it change its shat le when 
near, Tarm will mmk itand it j and 


> 

it will be ower muekle to hae Mm and tba dMl 
to fight wi* baith at ance.* ‘ t 

Ho therefore cautiously threw a stone at the 
object, which continued motionless. ‘lt*t nae 
living thing, after a’,’ said Hobbie, approachiim, 

‘ l»ut the very bag o’ siller he flung out o* the 
wdndow yobtiTday ! and that other queer lang 
creature has just brought it sao muekle farther 
mi the w'ay to me.’ Tie then advanced and lifted 
tin* ln‘avy fur poindi, which w'as quite full of gol 4 . 

* klercy on us ! ' said Hobbii , v^iose heart flat* 
tcred between glee at the revival of hi! hopes 
and prospects in life, and suspicion of the pur^ 
])ose ii>r which this assistaneo vvas aflbrded him. 

‘ Mercy on us ! it’s an awfu’ thing to touch what . 
has been sac lately in the claws of something no 
canny. I eanna sliako mysor loose o’ the Mief 
that there has hem some jookcry-paukery of 
Satan’s in a’ this ; but I am determined to con- 
duct mysel’ like an honest man and a good Chris- 
tian, come o’t wdiat wdll.’ 

He advanced ac(*ordingly to the cottage door, 
and, having knocked repeatedly without receiv- 
ing any ausw’cr, be at b*ngth elevated his voice 
ainl addressed the inmate of the hut. ‘ Elshie ! 
Father Elshie! I ken ye’re within-dooi'S, and 
w’auking, for I saw ye at the door-cheek os I cam 
ow'er the bent ; w^ill yc conic out and S])Oak just 
a glifl to ane that has mony thanks to gic ye ? — 
It W’as a’ true ye toll’d me about Westbumflst ; 
but he’s sent back Crac’c* safe and skaithless, sae 
there’s nae ill happened yet but what may be 
suifenMl or sustained. Wad yc but come out a 
gliir, man, or but say ye’re listening? Aweel, 
since ye wiiiiia answer, J’se e’en proceed wi’ my 
tale. Ye see I hae been thinking it wad be a 
sair thing on tw'u young folk, like Grace and me, 
to pul alf our marriage IVir mony years till I was 
abroad and came hack again wi’ some gear ; and 
they say folk mauna take booty in the wars as 
they did lang syne, and the quoon’.s pay is a sma' 
matter; theie’s nae gathering gear ou tlAt — and 
then my graiidame’s aiild— and iny sisters wad 
sit peengin’ at llu* ingle-side for want o’ me to 
«Iiijg them about - and Earnscliff, or the iicigh- 
hourhood, or maybe your ain sel’, Elshie, might 
want some good turn that Hob Elliot could do 
ye -and it’s a pity that tlie auld house o’ the 
Hengli-lbot sliould b»* wrecked a’thegithor. 1^ 

I was thinking— but deil hae me, that 1 should 
say 8 ae,’eontinne{l he, cheeking himself, ‘if I can 
bring mysel’ to ask a favour of ane^hat winpa 
sao muekle as w’are a word ou me, to tell me if 
he hears me sjieaking till him.’ 

‘Say what thon w’ilt — do what thou wilt/ 
answered the Dwarf from his cabin, ‘but begUne, 
and leave me at ))cace.’ 

‘ Wool, w ool, ’ replied Elliot, * since ye are Will- 
ing to hear me, I’se make iny tale short. Since 
yc are sae kind as to say ye are content to lend 
me as muekle siller as will stock and plenidl tUs 
Heugh-foot, T am content, on my part, to aoostot 
tlie courtesy wi’ mony kind thanks 5 and troth, 

I think it will be as safe in my bands as ybwni, 
if yc leave it flung about in that gait for ths 
loon body to lift, forbye the risk 0 ' bad neig^’* 
hours that can win through steekit dpm gfid 
lockfast places, as I can tdl to Jny post 1 sey, 
since ye hae sae muekle oonsiderariOfl % 

Tso be blithe to aooepj your kindfiess ; and my 




a iiferenter, mi 1 Am . 
,i^l1mdeopflii) would fi^t you a w^d- 
boudi for the siller, and to 
|S|^^^miBl-rent half-yearly; and Saunders 
\tD draw the bond, and you to be at 

V ^5* wort- thy jargon, and .begone,* said the 

^thy loquacioi’,. bull -headed honesty 
l^Ieir thee a more intolerable plague than the 
Ij^ktrilngered courtier who would take a man’s 
' au^^'^ithout troubling him with either thanks, 
et^l^natlon, or apology. Hence, I say ; thou art 
t jona uf those tame slaves whoso w'ord is as good 
>4s, their bond. Keep the money, principal and 
int^st, until I demand it of thee. ^ 

' *But,’ continued the pertinacious Borderer, 
;%e are a’ life-like and acath-like, Elshie, and 
bhere really should be some black and white on 
this transaction. Sae just make me a minute, or 
busaive, in ony form ye like, and I’se write it 
Pair ower, and subscribe it before famous wit- 
iiesses. Only, Elshie, I wad wuss ye to })it nac- 
in.’t that may be prejudicial to my salva- 
lion ; for I’ll hae the minister to read it ower, 
imd it wad only bo exposing yoursel’ to nae pur- 
pose. And now I’m ganging awa, for ye’ll be 
jrearied o* my cracks, and I am wearied wi’ 
Bracking without an answer — and I’se ])ring ye 
k bit o’ oride’s-cake ane o’ thae days, and maybe 
piing Grace to 


bring Grace to see you. Ye wad ‘like to see 
Grace, man, for as dour as ye are. — Eh, Lord ! I 
firish he may be weel, that was a sair grane ! or 
^ybe ho thought 1 was speaking of heavenly 
race, and no of Grace Armstrong. Poor man, 
^am very doubtfu’ o’ liis condition ; but I am 
lire he is as kind to me as if I were his son, and 
queer-looking father I wad liao had, if that had 
len e’eu sae.’ 

ijHobbie now relieved his benefactor of -his 
esence, and rode blithely home to dis]day his 
sasure, and consult upon the means of repair- 
g the 6amage which his fortune had sustained 
irough the aggression of the Red Reiver of 
fpstbum^at. 


CHAPTER X, 

Four ruffians seized me yester morn, 

Me, even we, a maid forlorn ; 

iThey choked my cries with force and frip;ht ; 

And^und me on a palfrey white — 

As sure as Heaven shall pity me, 

1 have no thought what men they be. 

Christ ABEi.LE. 

cmirse of our story must here revert a 
Ejtle, to detail the circumstances which liad 
Hiss Yero in the unpleasant situation 
|o!m which she was unexpectedly, and indeed 
pjn^tionally, liberated, by the apiiearance of 
and Elliot, with their friends and 
befcH^e the tower of Westbumflat. 

preceding the night in which 
^ouse was plundered and burnt, Miss 
If^Was'bii^ueBt^ by her father to accom- 
a walk throtigh a distant part of 
which lay round his castle 
hear wm to. obey,* in ^the' 


thrb^fi^toi^h pa side ct 

the rivar, how aabbin&ig the cliffs which servb te 
its banka. A sir^le servant, selected perhaps for; 
his stupidity, was the only person who attended 
them. From her father's silence, Isabella little 
doubted that he had chosen this distant and 
sequestered scene to resume the argument Which 
they had so frequently maintained upon this- 
subject of Sir Frederick’s addresses, and that he 
was meditating in what manner he should inosi * 
effectually impress upon her the necessity 'pi; 
receiving him as her suitor. But her fears 
seemed for some time to be unfounded. The only 
sentences which her father from time to time 
.addressed to her, res}^ected the beauties of the 
romantic landscape through wliich they strolled, ! 
and which varied its features at every step. To 
tlicse observations, although they seemed to Come 
from a heart ocGujiied by more gloomy as well- 
as more important cares, Isabella endeavoured tO. 
answer in a manner as free and unconstrained 
as it was ])ossible for her to assume, amid the 
involuntary ap]>reheiisions which crowded upon 
her imagination. 

Sustaining with mutual difficulty a desultory . 
conversation, they at length gained the centre 
of a small wood, composed of large oaks, inter**’ 
mingled with birches, mountain -ashes, hazel, 
holly, and a variety of underwood. The boughs 
of the tall trees met closely above, and the 
underwood filled up each interval between their' 
trunks below. The spot on which they stood 
was rathei* more open ; still, however, embowered 
under the natural arcade of tall trees, and dark- 
ened on the sides for a space around by a great 
and lively growth of copsewood and bushes. ^ ' 
‘And here, Isabella,’ said Mr. VerO, as ,hp 
pursued the conversation, so often resumed, 'S6 
often dropped, ‘ here I would erect an altar 'to.. 
Friendship.’ * ’ 

‘To Friendship, sir!’ said Miss Yere ; ‘afid 
why on this gloomy and sequestered spot, rathp^v 
than elsewhere ? ’ ' 

‘ O, the propriety of the locale is easily vindip-' 
ated,’ replied her father, with a sneer. ‘ YOW 
know, Miss Yere (for you, I am well aware,. ajiO' 
a learned young lady), — you know that, tke 
Romans were not satished with embodying, ; 
the purpose of worship, each useful quality 
moral virtue to which they oould give a , 

but they, moreover, worshipped the same tittderf 
each variety of titles and atmbutes which paii3d^‘ 
give a distinct shade, or individual charaetc^; 
the virtue in question. Now, for example^ fiip 
Friendship to whom a temple should 
dedicated, is not Masculine Friendship, whicli^ 
abhors and despises duplicity, art, and disgaisP';; 
but Female Friendship, which consists in Iftf^ 
else than a mutual disposition on the ppri/iof! 
the friends, as they call themselves, to hhfei 
each other in obscure fraud and petty intri^e/V 
‘ You are severe, sir,’ said Miss Yere. 

‘ Only just,’ said her father ; ‘ a humble eqpipr 
I am from nature, with the advantage- of 
templating two such excellent sf^idies as/I^jj^^ 
Ilderton and yourself. * " r 

‘ If I have been unfortunate eninmtii 
sir, I can conscientiously exbusp udeirtbn 
frm l>ei|iw^..«i|hegiAy ,obun^ '' < 

aaiidi<Krry«te, 
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* by Higpanoy of sp^h, and pertnesa of a^- 
inaJttt, by which you have disgusted Sir Frederick, 
and ^ven Uie of late such deep offence ? * 

^ If my manner has been so unfortunate as to 
displease you, sir, it is impossible for me to 
apologize too deeply, or too sincerely; but I 
cannot confess the same contrition for having 
answered Sir Frederick flipi»autly when he 
pressed mo rudely. Since lie forgot T was a 
lady, it was time to show him that 1 am at 
least a woman.' 

‘ Reserve, then, your pertness for those who 
press you on the topic, Isabella,’ said her father 
coldly ; ‘ for my part, I am weary of the subject, 
and will never speak upon it again.’ 

* God bless you, my dear father ! * said Isabella, 
seizing his reluctant hand ; ' there is nothing 
you can impose on me, save the task of listen- 
ing to this man’s persecution, that I will call, 
or think, a hardship.* 

‘You are very obliging, Miss Vcrc, when it 
happens to suit you to be dutiful,’ said her 
Unrelenting father, forcing himself at the same 
time from the airectionatc grasp of her hand ; 

* but henceforward, child, 1 sliall save myself the 
trouble of offering you uni)leasant advice on any 
topic. You must look to yourself.* 

At this moment four niffians rushed mton 
them. Mr. Vere and his servant drew their 
liangers, which it was tlie fashion of the time 
to wear, and attempted to defend themselves 
and protect Isabella. Hut while each of them was 
eiiga^d by an antagonist, .site was fenced into 
the uiicket by the two remaining villains, who 
X)laced her and themselves on horses which stood 
ready behind the copsowood. They mounted at 
the same time, and, placing her between them, 
set off at a round gallop, hmdiug the reins of lier 
horse on each side. By many an obscure and 
winding path, over dale and down, tli rough 
moss and moor, she was conveyed to the to\\(*r 
«)f Westburiitlat, where she remained strictly 
watched, but not otherwise ill-treated, under 
the miardianship of the old woman to whose 
son that retreat belonged. — No entreaties coi^ld 
prevail upon the hag to give Miss Vere any in- 
formation on the olyect of her being carried 
forcibly off, and confined in this secluded place. 
The arrival of Eariisclifil’, with a strong party of 
horsemen, before the tower, alarmed the robber. 
As he had already directed Glare Armstrong 
to be restored to her friends, it did not occur 
to him that this unwelcome visit wos on her 
account ; and seeing at the head of the iMirty, 
Rarnsoliff, whose attaclimcnt to Miss Vero was 
whispered in the country, he doubted not that 
her liberation was the sole <il>ject of tlio attack 
upon his fastness. The dread of jiersonal cou- 
a 0 <j[Uouo 6 S eom])ellod hirr to deliver up his 
pnsouer in the manner we have already i elated. 

At the moment the tram]) of liorses was hear<l 
which carried off the daughter of Ellieslav, her 
fiither fell to the earth, and his servant, a stout 
yemg fellow, who was gaining ground on the 
ruifian with whom he had been engaged, left the 
oombet to come to his master’s assistance, little 
dpnbtii]^ that ho had receivoti a mortal womid. 
Both the villains immediately desisted from 
ifhrthor^ and, retreating into tlie thioket, 
their hme^ and went off at fhll speed 


after their companions. Meantiine, Dilon had 
the satisfaction to find Mr. Vere hot ofnly 
but unwounded. He had overreaehed himsOlf, 
and stumbled, it seemed, over the root of a tree, 
in making too eager a blow at his antagonist. 
The de8])air ho felt at his daughter's disappear- 
ance, was, ill Dixon’s phrase, snoh as wonld 
have melted the heart of a whin stane, and he 
was so mucli exhausted by lus feolini^, afd the 
vain researches which he maae to disooAYthe 
track of the ravislicrs, that a considerableyfee 
elapsed ero he reached homo, and oommunio&d 
the alarm to his domestics. ^ 

All Ills conduct and gestures were those of a 
desperate man. 

‘Speak not to me, Sir Frederick,* he said im- 
patiently ; ‘you are no father — she was my child, 
an ungrateful one, I fear, but still my child— my 
only clrild. Where is Miss Ilderton ? she must 
know something of this. It corresponds with 
wliat I w'as informed of her schemes. Go, Dixon, 
call Ratcliffe here — Let him come without a 
mimile’s delay.’ 

The person he had named at this moment 
entered the loom. 

‘ I say, Dixon, ’ continued Mr. Vere, in an 
altered tone, ‘let Mr. Ratcliffe know, I beg the 
favour of his company on particular business* — 
Ab ! my dear sir,* he proceeded, as if noticing 
him for the first time, ‘you are the very man 
whoso advice can be of the utmost service to me 
ill this cruel extremity.’ 

‘What has ha])])enc(l, Mr. Vere, to discompose 
you ? ’ said Mr. Ratclillc giavely ; and while the 
Laird of Ellieslaw details to him, with the most 
animated gestures of grief and indignation, the 
singular adventure of the morning, we shall take 
the o]>])ortunity to inform our readers of the 
relative circuinslaiices in which these gentlemen 
stood to each other. 

In early youth, Mr. AVre of Ellieslaw had been 
remarkable for a career of dissipation, which, in 
lulvanced life, ho liad exchanged for the no less 
destructive (Mi'ccr of dark and turbulent ambition. 
In both cases lie liad gratified the predominant 
l>assiou without resj^ect to the diminution of his 
private fortune, although, wlieiu such induce- 
ments were wanting, he was deemed close, avar- 
icious, and gras}>ing. His affairs being much 
embarrassed by his earlier extravagance, he went 
to England, where ho was iiiiderstjj^d to have 
formed a very advantageous matrimonial connec- 
tion. He was many years absent from his family 
estate. Suddenly ami unexpectedly he returned 
a widower, bringing with liim his danghtet;, then 
a girl of alniut ten years old. From this moment 
his expense seemed unbounded, in the eyes of 
the simple inhabitants of liis native inoantatns. 
It was suiiposed he must necessarily have pluntited 
liimself deeplv in debt. Yet he continued to five 
ill the same lavish expense, until some months 
before the coinmencemont of our narrative, when 
the public opinion of his embarrassed oirenm- 
stanoes was confirmed by the residence Mt** 
Ratcdiffe at Ellieslaw Castle, who, by the ta^t 
consent, though obviously to the greet displee.- 
sure, of the lord of the mansioB, seeiffhd, nnm 
the moment of his arrival, to oesnine and exercise 
a predomiirntit and unaccountable influence in 
the management of his private sflhirs^ 
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itr. fotcliffc vas a grave, steady, reserved 
man, in an advanced period of life. To those 
with whom he had occasion to speak ni)on busi- 
ness, he appeared uucouiinoiily well versed in 
all its forms, ’With others he hold little ooiii- 
miuiioation ; but in any casual intercourse or 
conversation, displaced the powers of an aedivo 
and well-informed mind. For some time bcfoie 
tfi^ng up his hnal residence at the cabtlo, he 
had been an occasional visitor tliero, and was 
at such times treated by Mr. Vero (contrary to 
his general practice towards those wlio woro 
infeiior to him in rank) with marked attention, 
and even detoreuce. Yet his arrival always 
appeared to be an embarrassment to his host, 
and Ilia departure a lelief; so tliat, wlieii he 
became a constant iinnate of the fainiJy, it was 
impossible not to observe indications of the 
displeasure with which Mr. Vcie regarded his 
presence. Indeed, their intercourse iormed a 
nngular mixture of eonfideneo and const raint. 
Mr, Vere’s most important affairs w^ere regnlated 
by Mr. Ratcliife ; am I although he w'as none of 
tnoae iudulgonf men of fortune, who, too indolent 
to manage tiicir own business, arc glad to devolve 
it ujwn another, yet, in many instances, he was 
Dhserved to give up liis own judgment, and sub- 
mit to the contrary opinions which Mr. Kateliffe 
did not hesitate distinctly to express. 

Nothing seemed to vex Mr. Vcio more than 
when strangers indicated any observation of the 
state of tutelage under whidi he aj)))eaied to 
labour. When it was notiied by Sir Frederi(*k, 
any of his iutimat(*s, he sometimes repelleil 
bheir remarks haughtily and indignantly, and 
lometinies endeavoured to evade tlieni, by say- 
bag, with a forced laugh, Hhat Ratclifto knew 
bis own importance, but that ho was the most 
bouest and skilful fellow in the woild ; and that 
It would bo impossible toi him to manage his 
English affairs without his advice and assist- 
fcneo.* Such was the iierson who entered the 
room at the moment Mr. Vere was summoning 
bim to«hiH prosoueo, and who now heard wdth 
lurprise, mingled with Jihvimis iiiciedulity, the 
basty narrative of what had befallen Isabella. 

Her father eoneluded, addressing Sir Frederick 
ind the other gentlemen, w'ho stood around in 
istonisliment, *And now, my friends, you sec 
die most unhappy father in vSeotland. Ijeiid me 
rour assistance, gontlomen — give me your ad 
HAe, Mr. Ratcliffe, 1 am inca])able of acting, or 
pinking, under the unexpected violence of such 
tblow.' 

I ‘Let us take our horses, call our attendants, 
md scour the country in pursuit of the villains,’ 
said Sir Frederick. 

‘Is there no one whom you can suspect,' said 
ftatcli^b gravely, ‘of having some motive for 
diis strange crime ? These are not the days of 
^otnance, when ladies are carried off merely for 
:heir beauty.’ 

‘ I feat,* said Mr. Vere, * I can too well account 
;or t]bis strange incident. Read this letter, 
vRic^ Mise Lucy Ildcrton thought fit to address 
my house of EUieslaw to young Mr. Earns- 
iliff, whotb, of all men, I liave a heiwtary right 
^ call my enemy* You see she writer to him 
is the eoi^daut of a passion which he has the 
isautanoe to entertain for my daughter; tolls 


him she serves his causa with her friend very 
ardently, but that he has a friend in the garrison 
who serves him yet more effectually. Look 
I»artioularly at the pencilled passages, Mr. Rat- 
cliffe, whore this meddling girl recommends 
hold measures, with an assurance that his suit 
wrould he successful anywhere beyond the bounds 
ol the barony ot Ellicsiaw.’ 

‘And you argue, fiom this romantic letter of 
a very lomantic young lady, Mr. Vere,* said 
Ratcliffe, ‘that young Earnseliff has carried off 
your daughtei , and crnnniitted a very great and 
criminal act of violence, on no better advice 
and assnraneo than that of Miss Lucy Ildertonl* 

‘ What else can I Ihink ’ said EUieslaw. 

* Whal else can you think said Sir Frederick ; 

‘ or wdio else eouhl have any motive for commit- 
ting such a crime ? ' 

‘ Weie that the best mode of fixing the guilt,* 
said M r. Rateliffb calnily, ‘ there ini^t easily be 
pointed out persons to whom such actions are 
more congenial, and who have also sufficient 
motives of instigation. Siipjiosing it were 
judged advisable to remove Miss Vere to some 
place in winch constraint might bo exercised 
upon her iiielinatious to a degi-ce which cannot 
at jiresent be attempted under the roof of EUies- 
law Castle — What says Sir Frederick Langley 
to that supposition t ’ 

‘ I say,’ returned Sir Frederick, ‘ that althou^ 
Mr. Vere may choose to endure in Mr. Ratoliffe 
freedoms totally inconsistent with his situation 
in life, I w ill not permit such licence of innuendo, 
by wokI or look, to bo extended to me, with 
impunity.’ 

‘And I say,’ said young Mareschal of Mare- 
sehal Wells, wdio w^as also a guest at the castle, 
‘that you aie all stalk mad to be standing 
wiangling lioro, instead of going in pursuit of 
tlie ruffians,* 

‘ T have ordered off the domestics already in 
the track most likely to overtake them,’ said Mr. 
Vere ; * if yon will favour me with your company, 
we will follow them, and assist in the seanm.’ 

The efforts of the iiaity were totally unsuccess- 
ful, probably heeauso EUieslaw directed tha 
pursuit to proceed in the direction of Eamsoliff 
Tower, under the supposition that the owner 
would prove to be the author of the violence, sa 
that they followed in a direction diametrically 
o])posite to that in which the ruffians had 
actually proceeded. In the evening they re- 
turned, harassed, and out of spirits. But other 
guests had, in the meanwhile, arrived at the 
castle; and, after the recent loss sustained by 
the owner had been related, wondered at, and 
lamented, the recollection of it was, for the 
l>resont, drowned in the discussion of deep 
Xiolitical intrigues, of which the crisis and 
explosion were momentarily looked for. 

Several of the gentlemen who took part in 
this divan were Catholics, and all of them 
staunch Jacobites, whoso hopes were at present 
at the highest pitch, as an invasion, in favour oL 
the Pretender, was daily expected from France,* 
which Scotland, between the defenceless state of 
its garrisons and fortified places, and the general 
disaffection of the inhabitants, wsa rather pre- 
pared to welcome than to resist* BotoMe^who 
neitHer sought to aesiiM^ at their consultations on 
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thtB rtbjedt,'nor waa^invited to do so, had, m 
^ the liiea&wbile, retired to his own ai^artment 
||4i8$ {Iderton was sequestered from society in a 
eort of honourable coiilineTneiit, ‘until,* said Mr. 
Vere, *«hc should bo safely conveyed home to 
her father's Innise,’ an omMirtuiiity for which 
occurred on the folJovtinff day. 

The (loTucstics coubl not help thinking it 
remarkable how soon the loss of Miss Yore, 
and the straiigo manner in which it had hap- 
pened, seemed to be forgotten by the oDnr 
guests at the castle. 'J’hey knew not that 
those the most interested in her fate were well 
acquainted with the cause of her being carried 
off, and the phn'c of her retreat ; ami that the 
others, in the anxious and (1on))tfii1 moineulM 
which preceded the breaking forth id' a eon- 
' spiracy, were little aecossible to any feelings 
but what arose immediately out of their own 
machinations. 


CIIAP'J'ER XI. 

Some one way, sonic another— Do you know 
Where we may apptehetid her’ 

The researches after Miss Vero were (for the 
sake of apj)caraiie(‘s, jierhaps) reaunitHl on the 
succeeding day, witli similar batl success, ami 
the party wore returning towards Ellieslaw in 
the evening. 

‘It is singular,* said JMarcsehal to Kateliffc, 
‘that four hoiscnion and a female piisonci 
should have i)assod thiough the country with- 
out leaving tlio sliglit(‘st trace of their jiassagc. 
One would think tlicy had traversed the aii, 
or sunk througli the ground.’ 

‘Men may often,’ answered Ratcliffe, ‘arrive 
at the knowledge of that y\hich 75 , from discover- 
ing that which is not. We have now scoured 
every rood, patli, and track leading from the 
castle, ill all the various ])oints of the compabs, 
saving only that iiit ideate and dillieult pass 
which leads southward down the Westbuni, and 
ihiwigli the niora.ssos.’ 

‘And why have we not oxaminod that ?* said 
Maroschal, 

‘0, Mr. Vere can best answer that question,* 
replied his eoiiipanion dryly. 

‘ Then 1 will ask it instantly,’ said Mareschal ; 
and, addressing Mr. Vere, ‘I am informed, sir,* 
said he, ‘ there is a path we have not examined, 
leading by WesUmiiiilat.’ 

‘0, said Sir Krodeiiek, laughing, *wc know 
the owner of AVestlnirntlat well — a wild lad, 
'that knows little dithience between his neigh- 
bour’s goods and liis own ; but withal very 
hoticst to his iwiucinles; he would disturb 
nothing belonging to Ellhwlaw.’ 

’ * Bc^dcs, ’ said Mr. Vci 0 , .smiling mysteriously, 

‘he hod other tow on his distaff ‘lest night. 

you not heard young Ellipt of the ITeugh- 
foot W had his house burnt, and Iris cattle 
•^veu away, because ho refused to give up his 
arOks to some honest men that think of staiting 
for tho king?" 

Xbe company smiled tumn each other, os at 
exploit: irUl^ i^v^quiwd^their own 
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‘Yet, nevertheless,' resumed hdUreschal, *t 
think we ought to ride in this direbtiOn also, 
otherwise we shall certainly be blamed for our 
negligence.’ 

No it^asonahle objection could bC offered io 
this ]>roposal, and the party turned their hotaes* 
heads towaids Westhurnflat. 

They liad not proceeded veiy far in that 
direction when the trampling of homes was 
lieaid, and a small body of riders were perceived 
advancing to meet them, ♦ 

‘There comes Earnscliff,’ said Mareschal; ‘I 
kiiow^ liis bright bay with the star in his front.’ 

‘And theie is my daughter along with him,’ 
exclaimed Ycrc furiously. ‘ Who shall call my 
bU.^pi(uon.s false or injuiious now? Gentlemen 
— friends — lend me the assistance of your swords 
for the recovery of my child.’ 

lie unsheathed his w-eapon, and was imitated 
by Sir Frederick and several of the i>arty, who 
])repared io charge those that were advancing 
towards them. Bui the greater part hesitated. 

‘They eorne Io us in all peace and security,’ 
said Marcsclial Wells; ‘let us first hear w^hat 
account they give us of tliis mysterious affair. 
If Miss Vere has siLstaiued the slightest insult 
or injury from Eaiiisclilf, T will be the first to 
revenge Jier ; but let us he.ir wbat they say.* 

‘You do me wrong by your suspicions, Marc- 
sehal,* eontiuiiod Yerc ; ‘ you arc the last I would 
have expect od to bear express them.’ 

‘You injure yourself, Kllieslaw, by your 
violence, llioiigli the cause may excuse it.* 

lie then advanced a little before the rest, 
and allied out, with a loud voice— ‘Stand, Mr. 
Eamsclilf; or do you and Miss Vere advance 
alone to meet us. You are charged with having 
carried that lady otf from her father’s house; 
and we are here in anus to shed our best blood 
for her recovery, and for bringing to justice 
those who have injured her.’ 

‘ And who would do that more wdllAgly than 
T, Mr. Mareschal .said Earnscliff haughtily, — 
‘than T, wdio liad the satisfaction this jnoruing 
to liberate her fi’om the dungeon in which I 
Jound Jiei confined, and who am now escortiUg 
lier back to the castle of Ellieslaw ?* 

‘ Ls this so, Miss Vere ?’ said Mareschal. 

‘It is,* answered Isabella eagerjy, — ‘it is so; 
for Heaven’s sake, sheathe your swords. I will 
.swear by all tliat is sacred, that I was carried 
off by ruflians, whose persons ana object Were 
alike unknown to me, and am now restored to 
lieedoin by means of tliis gentleman’s gallant 
interfercTieo.* 

‘ IJy whom, and wherefore, could this have 
been done ? ’ pm-sned Mareschal. — ‘ Had yon 
no knowledge of the place to which you Were 
conveyed ? — Earnscliff, where did you fii^d this 
lady’’ 

Ihit cre either question could be answered, 
Kllieslaw advanced, and, returning his sword 
to the scabbard, cut short the oonferonoe. 

‘When I know,’ ho said, ‘ exactly how mt^ch 
I owe to Mr. Earnscliff, he may rsly on sUtti^le 
acknowledgments; meantime,* taking tho bridle 
of Miss Yere’s horse, ‘thus far I thank htih for 
replacing my daughter in the powdT of her 
natural guardian.’ 

A sullen hend of the head ^ returned by 
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au(} Elliaslaw, 
hia daughter upon the road 
appeared engaged with her in 
a 'iq^n&^mce so earnest, that the rfst of the 
con^ltny juidged it improper to intrude by ap- 
them too nearly. In the meantime, 
Eaititeliif, as he took h'ave of the other gentle- 
moHihelonging to Ellicsiaw's party, said aloud, — 

^ iithbugh I am unconscious of any cii*cum- 
stanoe in my conduct that can authorize such a 
suspicion, I cannot but observe, that Mr. Yerc 
seems to believe that I have had some hand in 
the atrocious violence which has been offered to 
his j(£aughter. I request you, gentlemen, to take 
nO't^ of my explicit denial of a charge so 
dishonourable; and that, although I can pardon 
thh bewildering feelings of a father in such a 
mdment, yet, if any otlior gentleman ’ (ho looked 
hard at Sir Frederick Ijangley) ‘ thinks my word 
aiid that of Miss Vere, with the evidence of iny 
friends who accompany me, too slight for my 
exculpation, 1 will be happy — most happy — to 
repel the charge as becomes a man who counts 
his honour dearer than his life.’ 

'And I’ll be his second,’ said Simon of Hack- 
burn, 'and take. up ony twa o’ ye, gentle or 
semple, laird or loon ; it’s a’ aiio to Simon.* 
^Who is that rough -looking fellow ? ’ said Sir 
Frederick Langley, 'and what lias lie to do with 
the quarrels of gentlemen ’ 

' oe be a lad frae the Hie To’iot,' said Simon, 

* and I’se quarrel wi* onyhody 1 like, excejjt the 
king. Of the laird I live under.’ 

'Come,' said Mareschal, ‘let us have no brawls. 
•^Mr. Eamseliff, althougli we do not think alike 
in some things, I trust we may bo oj>])onents, 
even enemies, if fortune wdll have it so, without 
losing our respect for birth, fair play, and each 
other. I believe you as innocent of this matter 
as 1 am myself; and I will pledge myself that 
my-cousin Ellicslaw, as soon as the perplexity 
attending these sudden events has left his 
judgment to its free exercise, shall handsomely 
acknowledge the very important service you 
ha^e thts day rendered him,’ 

‘To have served your cousin is a sufficient 
reward in itself. — Good evening, gentlemen,’ 
continued Earnscliff ; ‘ I see most of your party 
are already on their way to Ellieslaw.* 

Then saluting Maresidial with courtesy, and 
the rest of the party with indifference, Earnscliff 
tutted his ISirse and rode towards tlie Heugh- 
foot^ to, concert measures wdth Hobbie Elliot 
for ^further researches after his bride, of whose 
restore^on to her friends he was still ignorant. 

*'ThiBre he goes,’ said Mareschal; ‘he is a 
jSnOi galhmt young fellow^, upon my soul; and 
yet I should like well to Jiave a thrust with him 
the green turf. I was reckoned at college 
neiirl^ his equal with the foils, and 1 should 
% him at sharps.* 

Opinion,* answered Sir Frederick* 
‘we have done very ill in having 
Sd%|m ,him, and those men who are with him, 
taking away their anns; for 
arstwery likely to draw to a head 
,a sprightly young fellow as that. * , 

! Sir Frederick 1 * exclaimed h(are- 

you think j3»at ElUesIa^, co^d. in. 
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Eajpnsoto entered his bounds only to* 

bring back hisi dsugliter ? or, if he were to be hf 
your opinion, do you think that I, and the , rest 
of these gentlemen, would disgrace ourselves by 
assisting in such a transaction ? No, nO, fair 
l>lay and aiild Scotland for ever 1 When^ the 
swoi*d is drawn, I wdll bo as ready to use it p 
any man; hut while it is in the sheath, lot us 
behave like gentlemen and neighbours.* 

Soon after this colloquy uiey reached thO 
castle, when Ellieslaw, who hacf amved a few 
minutes before, met them in the court-yard. 

‘ How is Miss Vere and have you learned thO 
cause of her being carried olF ? ’ asked Mareschal - 
hastily. 

‘She is retired to her apartment gi'catly 
liitigiied ; and I cannot expect inucli light upon 
lier adventure till lier spirits are somewhat re- ^ 
cTiiited,’ replied her father. ‘She and I were 
not the less obliged to you, Mareschal, and to 
my other friends, for their kind inquiries. But 
I must suppress the father’s feelings for a while, 
to give myself np to those of the patriot. You 
know this is tlic day fixed for our final decision 
— time ])rcsses — our friends are arriving, and I 
have ojiencd house, not only for the gentry, but 
for the under s 2 mr-leathers whom wc must necejB- 
sarily employ. Wc liave, therefore, little timq 
to prepare to meet them. — Look over these lists, 
Marchie* (an abbreviation by •w’hich Mareschal 
Wells was known among his friends), ' Do you, 
Sir Frederick, read these letters from Lothian 
and tlie west — all is ripe for the sickle, and w© 
have but to summon out the reajiers.’ 

'With all my licart,’ said MarescluCl ; 'the 
1 more mischief the better sport.* 

Sir Frederick looked grave and disconcerted. 

‘ Walk aside witli mo, iny good friend,* said 
Ellicslaw to the sombre baronet ; ‘ 1 have some* 
thing for your private ear, with which I know 
you will be graiitied.’ 

They walked into the lionse, leaving Ratcliffe . 
and Mareschal standing togctlier in the court. 

'And so,’ said liatclilfe, ‘the gentlemen of 
your political ])ersiiasii)n tliink the downfall of 
this goveriiineiit .so certain, that they disdain cveu^ 
to tlirow a decent disguise over tlie machinations 
of tlujir party ? ’ 

'Faith, Mr. Ratcliffe,’ answered Mareschal, 
'the actions and sentiments of yoiir friends may 
rei[uire to be, veiled, but I am bettor plca.sed that 
ours can go barefaced.’ 

' And is it possible,* continued Ratcliffe, ' that 
you, who, notwithstanding your tbouAhtlessnep 
and heat of temper (I beg pardon, Mr, M^sohal, 
lam aplainman)-“thatyou, who, notwithstand- 
ing these constitutional defects, possess natural 
good sense and acquired information, should bo 
infatuated enough to embroil yourself in such 
desperate proceedings? How does your head 
feel when you are engaged in these dangerous 
conferences 1 * ^ , 

'Not quite so s^ure on my shoulders, ’ ansrirered 
Mareschal, ' as i# 1 were talkiim of huutiiig ^n4 
hawking. I am not of so indifferent a moiua as 
my cousin Ellieslaw, who speaks tfoasoh as if it 
were a child’s nursery rhymesji^and loses and 
covers that sweet girl, his dau^M£ter, .u^ a good 
, dcfsd ou both ocoasioijs ipn ’^onld < 

ha^f^e affi^ted had 1 lost aad fecow^ a 
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' imppy. My temper is not (luito so 

U^exible, nor my liaro a^jaiust govenimeiit so 
invetemto, as to blind me to tho full danger of 
ttiie attempt.' 

* Then why involve yourself in it ? ' said Rat* 
oliffo. 

‘Why, I love tills 2 V)or exiled king with all 
my heart; and niy latlier was an old Killio- 
orankio man, and 1 long to see some amends on 
the Unionist coin-tiers, that liavo bought and sold 
old Scotland, whoso crown lias been so long 
independent.' 

‘And for tho sake of those shadows,’ said his 
monitor, ‘you are going io involve your country 
in war, and yourself in troulilc ? ’ 

‘/involve? No ! — but trouble for trouble, I 
had ratlier it came to-morrow than a mouth licniM\ 

• C'ewwj, 1 know it will ; and, as your country folks 
say, better soon than syne — it wdll never tind me 
younger ; — and as for hanging, as Sir John Fal- 
staff says, 1 can hecoiiio a gallows as well as 
another. You know the end of the old ballad : 

Sae rantingly, sac w.intonl}’’, 

Sae dauntoiily gaccl be, 

He played a spring, and danced n louud, 
Hcneath the gallows ticc.’^ 

‘Mr. Maroschal, I am sorry for you,’ said liLs 
grave advisor. 

‘ I am obliged to you, Mr. Rate! life ; but I 
would not have you judge of our ciilcrjirLse l\v 
my way of vindicating it ; there are wiser heaiis 
tlian inino at ih(3 work.’ 

‘Wiser heads than yours may lie as low,* said 
Ratediffo, ill a warning tone. 

‘Perhaps so ; but no lighter heart shall ; and, 
to iirevout it being made heavier by your remon- 
strances, I will bid you adieu, Mr. RatclitFe, till 
dinner-time, when you shall see that my ai>pro- 
hensions have not sijoiled my ajijietit*'.’ 


CHAPTER XIL 

'1 <) face the garment of rel>cllion 

With some fine colour that may plea-.e the <yc 

Of fickle changelings and poor discontents, 

Winch gape and nib the elbow at the news 
Of hurl} burly innox.iiion. 

llLNKY THE Foukth, Part II, 

Thtstie had boon great prepi rations made at 
EUieslaw (Jastlo for tlie entertainment on this 
important day, wlitm not only tlio gentlemen of 
note in the neighbourhood, attached to the Jaco- 
bite interest, were exjtected to rende/vons, hut 
also many subordinate maloontontM, whom dilli- 
ottlty of circuraslanccs, love of change, resentment 
ateinst England, or any of the numerous causes 
which inflamed men's ^mssious at the time, 
i^Odered apt to join in ]>orilon8 cnter]»ri8e. Tbo 
Bien of rank and bubstance were not many in 
ntlmbet; for almost all tbo large projirietors 
etood aloof, and most of tho smaller gentry and 
yeomaiuy were of tho Presbyterian ])er.suasion, 
and ishotofore, however displeased^ith the Union, 


ballad of * Mocpher&on’B Kant,' comp^jst d at 
tpft OOis exeewiion, la printed in Henl’s Siotit\h 
. 3^10.90; but tho lines here quoted 

idightwbu changes, firom Bama's veraioo. 
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unwilling to engage in a Jaeobiie oonsplmoy. 
But there were some gentlemen of property, who, 
cithor from early principle, from religious motives, 
or sharing tlie ambitious views of Ellieslaw, had 
given couiftenanoe to his scheme ; and there 
were also some fiery young men, like Mareschal, 
desirous of signalizing themselves by enj^ng 
ill a dangerous enteri)risp, by which they Tipped 
to vindicate the iiidej)endcnce of their country. 
Tho other memhers ot the jiarty were persons of 
inferior rank and desiierato fortunes, who were 
now ready to rise in that ]>art of tho country, as 
they did afterwai ds in the year 17 1 5, under Foster 
and Derwentwater, when a troop commanded by 
a Hord(>r gentleman, named Douglas, consisted 
almobt entirely of freebooters, among whom the 
notorious Luck-in-a-hag, as ho was exiled, held a 
distinguished coinmaud.* Wo think it neces- 
sary to mention these ])articulars, applicable 
solely to the jiroviiicc in which our scene lies ; 
because, unf|uestioiial)ly, the Jaeohite party in 
the other parts of the kingdom consisted of much 
more formidable, as well as much more resjiect- 
able, materials. 

One long tabJo extended itself down the ample , 
hall of Ellieslaw Castle, vhieli was still loft much 
in the state in whieli it had been one hundred 
years heiore, stretching, that is, in gloomy length 
.iloiig tho whole side ol tho castle, vaulted with 
ribbed arches of freestone, the groins of which 
sprung from ])rojecting figures, that, carved into 
all the wild tonus which the fantastic imagina- 
tion of a ( Jot hie archit(»et (*ould devise, grinned, 
frowned, and gnashed lli(*ii‘ tusks at the assembly 
below. Long naiTow windows lighted the ban- 
queting room on both sirlcs, filled up with stained 
glass, through which the sun emitted a dusky 
and discoloured light. A banii(*r, which tradition 
averred to have been taken from the English at 
the battle of Sark, waved over the chair in which 
Ellieslaw presided, as if to inflame tho courage 
of the guests, by reminding them of# ancient 
victories over tlndr neighbours, He himself, a 
portly figure, dressed on this occasion with un- 
eonimoii care, and with features which, thoifgh 
of a stern and sinister expression, might well bo 
termed handsome, looked the old feudal liaronex^ 
tremely well. Sir Fn‘tleriek Langley was placed 
on his right hand, and Mr. Mareschal of Mareschal 
Wells on his left. Some gentlemen of considera- 
tion, with their sons, brothers, and nephews, 
were seated at the iij>])er end of tl» table, and 
among tliese Mr. KatelilFc had liis place. Beneath 
the salt-cellar (a massive luece of plate which 
occupied tho midst of the table) sat the mie 
nmnine turha, men whose vanity was gratified by 
holding even this siibordinato ])laoe at the socisl 
board, while the distinction observed in ranking 
them w'as a salvo to the pride of their spperiors* 
That the lower bouse was not very select must 
be admitted, since Willie of Westburnflat was 
one of tho party. The unabashed audacity of 
this fellow, in daring to present himself iu the 
house of a gontlomau to whom he had jnst offered 
so flagrant an insult, can only he accounted fj|r 
by supposing him conscious that his share in 
carrying off Miss Vere was a secret, safe in her 
possession and that of her father* 

t Note B* Border JasoMtes. 







humorous and miscellaneous party 
waa!w^ dinner, consisting, not indeed of 
tke of the season, as the newspapirs 

expte$» it, hut of viands, ample, solid, and sump* 
tuh;U8, under which the very board groaned. But 
th^ mirth was not in proportion to the good cheer. 
The lower end of tho table were, for some time, 
chilled by constraint and respect, on finding them- 
selves members of so august an assenably ; and 
those who were placed around it had those feel- 
ings of awe with wdiich P. P., clerk of the parish, 
describes himself o])i)ressed, wliou he first uplifted 
the psalm in presence of those persons of high 
worship, the wise Mr. Justice Freeman, tlie good 
L#dy Jones, and the groat Sir Thomas Ti'uby. 
ThL? ceremonious frost, however, soon gave way 
before tho incentives to memment, wliich were 
liberally supplied, and as liberally consumed by 
the guests of the lower description. They became 
talkativei loud, and even clamorous in their 
mirth. 

But it was not in the power of wine or brandy 
to elevate the spirits of those who held the 
higher places at tho banquet. They experienced 
the ,chiJ}ijig revulsion of spirits which often 
takes place when men are called upon to take a 
desperate resolution, after having placed them- 
selves in circumstances where it is alike difficult 
to advance or to recede. The prccijiicc looked 
deeper and more dangerr)iis as they approached 
the brink, and each wiiited with an inward 
emotion of awe, expecting wliich of liis confeder- 
ates would set the example by plunging himself 
down. This imvard sensation of fear and reluct- 
ance acted differently, according to the various 
habits and characters of the company. One 
looked ^ave ; another looked silly ; a third 
gazed with apprehension on the cm])ty. scats 
|t the higher end of tho table, designed for 
members of the conspiracy whose jwudence bad 
prevailed over their political zeal, and who had 
Absented^ themselves from their consultations 
'at this critical period ; and some seemed to 
be reckoning up in tlieir minds the comparative 
rank and prospects of those who were present and 
absent. Sir Frederick Langley was reserved, 
moddy, and discontented. Ellicslaw himself 
made such forced efforts to raise the spirits of 
the company, as plainly marked the flagging of 
his own. !&atcliire watched the scene with the 
composure of a vigilant but uninterested sj)cc- 
tator. Mar^schal alone, true to the thoughtless 
vivacity of his character, ate and drank, laughed 
and jested, and seemed even to find amusement 
in the embarrassment of the comimny, 

^'What has damped our noble courage this 
he exclaimed. * We seem to be met 
■at a ftmeral, where the chief mourners must not 
spea.k above their breath, while the mutes and 
the sanlies * (looking to tho lower end of the table) 
'ate oaroosing below. Ellieslaw, when will you 
wheyo sleeps your spirit, man ? and what 
oias quelw the high hope of tho Knight of 
WteyDale?* 

* Yott sp^k like a madman,' said Ellieslaw ; 
yon Biot see how many are absent ? ' 

'4^^';!What of that?' said Mareschal. 'Did 



111 f U 


you not kaoir belbre, that ono-half of the world 
are batter talkers than dodirs ? For my part; 1 am 
much encouraged by seeing at least tworthirds of 
our friends true to the rendezvous, though 1 8Us^ 
pect one-half of these came to secure the dinner 
in case of the worst.' 

* There is no news from the coast which can 
amount to certainty of the king’s arrival,* said 
another of the company, in that tone of subdued 
and tremulous whisper which implies a failure of 
resolution. 

' Not a lino from the Earl of D— , nor a 
single gentleman from the southern side of the 
Border,’ said a third. 

'Who is he that wishes for more men from 
England ? ’ exclaimed Mareschal, in a theatrical 
tone of affected heroism. 

‘ My cousin Ellieslaw? No, my fair cousin, 

If we arc doomed to die' 

' For God’s sake,’ said Ellieslaw, ‘ spare us your 
folly at luesent, Mareschal.’ 

'Well, then,’ said his kinsman, ‘I’ll bestow 
my wisdom upon yon instead, such as it is. If 
we have gone forward like fools, do not let us go 
back like cowards. Wo have done enough to 
draw upon us both the suspicion and vengeanoe 
of the government ; do not let ns give up oefore 
we have done something to deserve it. What, 
will no one speak ? Then I’ll leap the ditch the 
fir.st.’ And, starting up, he filled a beer-glass to 
the brim with claret, and waving his hand, com- 
manded all to follow his examide, and to rise up 
from tlieir scats. A1 1 obeyed* —th e more qualified 
guests as if passively, the others with entliusi- 
asm. ‘ Then, my friends, I give you the pledge 
of the day,— The independence of Scotland, and 
the health of our lawful sovereign, King James 
the Eighth, now landed in Lothian, and, as 1 
trust and believe, in full possession of his ancient 
ca})ital I ' 

He quailed off the wine, and threw the glass 
over his hciad. 

‘ It should never,’ he said, ‘be profaned by a 
meaner toast.’ 

All followed his example, and, amid the crash 
of glasses and the shouts of the company, pledged 
themselves to stand or fall with the principles 
and 2 >ol)ticaI interest which their toast expressed* 

'You have leaped the ditch with a witness,’ 
said Ellieslaw, apart to Mareschal; 'bui l 
believe it is all for the best : at all events, we 
cannot now retreat from nur undertaking. One 
man alone' (looking at Ratcliffe) 'has refused 
the pledge ; but of that by and bv.' 

Then rising up, he addressed «the comjpany in 
a style of inflammatory invective agsmst the 
government and its measures, but especially the 
Union ; a treaty by means of which, he affirmed, 
Scotland had been at once cheated of her inde- 
pendence, her commerce, and her honour, and 
laid as a fettered slave at the foot of the rival, 
against whom, through such a length of s^, < 
through so many dangers, and by so much 
blood, she had honourably defended her rights* , 
Ws was touching a theme which found a respon- 
sive chord in the oosom of every man present. 

'Our commerce is destroyed,’ ha^ooed old 
Jokn Rewoastle, a Jedburgh smuggler, firoid the 
lower of j||ie table, 
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'Oltr af(riottlta!PC is ruined/ said the Laird of 
Btoken^|^b4ow, a tferritory which, since the 
days of idaxn, had borne nothing but ling and 
MTbortle-berrics* 

* Our religion is cut up, root and branch,* said 
the ninaplc - nosed }>astor of the Episcopal meet- 
ing-house at Kirk whistle. 

‘AVe shall shortly neither dare shoot a deer 
nor kiss a wetioli without a ocrtilicato from the 
presbytery and kiik- treasurer,’ said Maroschal 
Wells. 

* Or make a brandy jeroboam in a ‘ frosty 
morning without lieonco from a comiiiissioner of 
excise,’ said the smuggler. ' 

*Or ride over the foil in a moonless iiiglil,’ 
said Westburnflat, ‘without asking leave of 
young Earnsclitf, or some Eiiglified justice of 
the peace ; thao wei(‘ giuh' days on the Border 
when there was ncitluT peace nor justice hoard 
of.’ 

* Let us remember oiir wrongs at Dai ien and 
Glencoe,’ continued EUieslaw, ‘and take arms 
for the protection of our riglits, our ibi tunes, 
our lives, and our families.* 

‘Think upon geiiiiiiie episeojial ordination, 
without wliieli there can be no lawful clergy,’ 
said the divine. 

‘Tliink of the piracies committed in our Hkist- 
Indian trade by (Jroen * and the English thieves,’ 
said William Willieson, half- owner and sole 
skipper of a lirig that made four voyages annually 
between Cockpool and Whitehaven. 

‘ Remember your liberties,’ rejoined Marcsclial, 
who seemed to take a mischievous delight in 
precipitating tlic niovenients of the enlliusiasm 
which he had excittsl, like a logiiish boy, w’ho 
having lifted the aluiec of a mill-dam, enjoys the 
clatter of the wheels which he has ]mt in motion, 
wiLliout thinking of the mischief ho may have 
occasioned. ‘Remember your liberties,’ he ex- 
claimed ; ‘ confound (-ess, press, and presbytery, 
and llio niomory of old Willie t that first brought 
them u})on us !*’ 

* Damn the gauger ! ’ e('lioed old .John Kew- 
castle ; ‘ I’ll cleave him wi' luy aiii baud.’ 

‘And confound the eoiintry-keeper ami the 
constable ! ’ rc-cclioed Westburnflat ; * I’ll w’ei/e 
a brace of balls through them before morning.’ 

‘Wo arc agreed, then,’ said Ellieslaw, wdien 
the shouts had aoiiiew hat subsided, ‘ to l)ear this 
stale of things no longer ! ’ 

‘ Wo are agreed to a man,’ answ^Tod Ids guests. 

‘Not literally so,’ said klr. Ratelitle ; ‘for 
though 1 cannot hope to assuage the violent 
symptoms w hich seem so suddenly to have sei/eil 
Upon the comjjany, yet T beg to observe, that so 
far as the opinion of a single member goes, I «lo 
not entirely coincide in the list of grievance'j 
w^ioh has oeon announced, and that J do utterly I 
protest against the fraiitie measuves which you 
mm Aiapoaad to adopt lot Tmovins; thm. \ 


vag»y have arisen out of the heat of the moment, 
oif^ftavc been said ]wrhaps iu jest. But there 
ava 0Wtt« i^sts of a nature very ai>t to transpire ; 
and you ought to remciuVicr, gentlemen, that 
mjSpiUib ewca,* 


* Note C. Captain Green, 
t f Probably WiUlam of Orange^ 


‘Stone walls may have ears/ retmed MUes- 
law, eyeing him with a look of triumphant 
nunignity, ‘but domestic spies, Hr. Bateliffe, 
will soon find themselves without any, if any 
such dares to continue his abode in a famUy 
where his coming was an unauthorised intrusion, 
whore his conduct has been that of a presamp- 
tuous meddler, and from which his exit shall be 
lliat of a baliled kuavo, if he does not know how 
to take a hint.’ 

* Mr. Vere,’ returned Ratcliffe, with calm con- 
tempt, ‘I am fully aware that, as soon as my 
]>rcsciico becomes useless to you, which it must 
thrmigli tlic rash stop you are about to adopt, it 
will immediately become unsafe to myself, os it 
has always been hatcfid to you. But 1 have one 
protection, and it is a strong one ; for you would 
not willingly hear me detail before gentlemen, 
and men of honour, the singular oircumstancos 
iu which our connection took its rise. As to the 
rest, I rejoice at this conclusion ; and as I think 
that M r. Marescbal and some other gentlemen wilV"* 
giiaraiitco tlie safety of my cars and of my throat . 
(for which hist I have more reason to be appre- 
hensive) during the course of the night, I snail , 
not leave your castle till to-morrow morning.’ 

‘Bo it so, sir,’ replied Mr. Vere; ‘you arc 
entiri'ly safe from iriy reseiitmciit, bocause you 
are beneatli it, and not be(‘auso 1 am afraid of 
your disclosing any family secrets, although, for 
your own sake, J warn you to beware liow you 
do so. Your agency and intermediation can bo 
of little eonseipienco to one who will win or lose 
all, as lawful light or iniiiisi usurpation shall 
.succeed in the struggle that is about to ensue. 
Earewell, sir,’ 

Ratclillo arose, and cast upon him a look 
wliicli A^cro seemed to sustain with diflioulty, 
and, bowing to those around him, left the room. 

This conversation made an impvcssiou on 
many of the company, wlueli Ellieslaw hastened 
to dis])el, by entering upon tlio business of the 
day. Their Inasty deliberations went to organize 
an inunediate insurrection. Ellieslaw, Maro- 
scli.il, and Sir Frederick Langley were ^hpi^cn 
leaders, with powers to direct their further 
measures. A place of rendezvous was appointed, 

Jit Avliicb Jill agreed to meet early on the ensuing 
day, with such followers and friends to the cause 
as each could collect around him. Several of 
tlio guests retired to make the necessary pre- 
]».iratious ; and Ellieslaw made a forfcal apology 
to the others, who, with AVestburnflat and the 
<►1(1 smuggler, eontinued to plj the bottle 
staunelily, for leaving the head of tho table, 
as he must necessarily hold a separate and sober 
eoiifereneo with tho coadjutors whom they luiid ; 
associated with him in the command, 

I The ai>ology 'was the more readily accepted, 

I as he prayed them, at tho same time, tO con* 

\ tinwe to iimuao themselves with such tefrosh- 
iNmenAs 'Ctio e^ara oA ^e caa^^Ve a^orded. 

, Shouts of applause followed their retreat ; and 
e the names of Vere, Langley, and, above all, of 
; Maresolial, wore thundered forth in chorus, aiy l 
it \ hatlmd with copious humpets repeatedly, dntbaft 

\ the TviaaVsider of tho evening. ^ 

— . When tho principal conspirators had retired 

1 other for a wia ^ «»rt of lOmlMHlnuo* 
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'Wltiohi i& iSir Frederick’s dark featores, 
atibduktttd to an expression of disoontentea 
stm/enUtNUi. Marosclial was the first to break 
the SAyiug, with a loud burst of laughter 
—♦Weill we arc faii'ly embarked now, gentte- 
la galeir ! ^ 

^We may thank ^ i for the jdunge,' said 
KllieelaWs 

*^e»; but I don’t know liow far you wrill 
thank me,’ ausw^en'd M.iTesohal, ‘when I show 
you this letter, whicli I roecived just Ixdore w^o 
sat down. My servant told me it was delivered 
by a man he had never seen before, who went oil 
afj^ths gallop, after eliargiug him to put it into 
my own hand.’ 

BlUeslaw impatiently opened the letter, and 
read aloud — 

Edinlurgii, — 

Honj). Sni, 

Having obligations to your family, whieh 
shall be nameless, and learning that you are one 
of the company of adventurers <loiiig business 
for the house of James and Company, late 
merchants in London, now in Dunkiik, 1 think 
it right to send you this early and ja-ivate in- 
formation, that the ves.sel8 you expected have 
been driven off the coast, without having bu<‘u 
able to break bulk, or to land any part of their 
oargo; and that the west-country paitneis have 
resolved to withdraw their name from the firm, 
M it must prove a losing eoticerii. Having good 
pope you will avail yourself of this eaily infor- 
mation, to do what is needful for your own 
Mourity, I rest your humble seivant, 

I Nimii Nameless. 

Fbt RAtPH Marlschal of Maresthal Wells 
, — T'Arw, with care and speed. 

Sir Frederick’s jaw dropped and his eounto- 
nanoe blackened as the letter wns road, and 
Elliefllaw exclaimed — ‘ Why, this affects the 
very miiiuspriiig of our eut<>ipiise. If the 
French fleet, with the king on Ixviid, has been 
chased off by tlio English, as this d— d .scrawl 
seems to intimate, wbeie are we / ’ * 

‘Just where we were this morning, I think,* 
said Mareschal, still laughing. 

‘Pardon me, and a tinoo to your ill-timed 
mirth, Mr. Mareschal ; this inoining we weie 
not committed publicly, as we now stand «oiu- 
Qiitted by your own mad act, w^hen you had a 
letter in yauir jioekct apprising you that our 
undertaking was desperate.’ 

' A?) I expected you would say so. But, 
in the flirt place, my friend Niliil Nameless and 
his letter may all bo a 11am ; and, moreover, I 
wp^d have you know tliat I am tired of a jiarty 
tlmft does nothing but form bold resolutions over 
nigVli^ and sleep them awMy with their wiiio 
b<me mbming. The government are now un- 
providnol of men and ammunition ; in a few 
weoks they will have enough of both ; the countiy 
ts now in a flame against them ; in a few weeks, 
iMrtwtxt the effects of self-interest, of fear, and 

loJkoWam indifference, which arc already so 
first fervour will be as Cold as 
So, as I was determined to go the 
lAate Ukm am you shall dip ea 






1 ; it signifies nothing plunging. Ton are ihirly 
in the bog, and must stnMle through.* 

‘You are mirteken wlBi respect to one ot 
us, Mr. MarcHohal,* said Sir JVederick Langley : 
and, apjilyiug himself to the bell, he desired 
the poison who entered to orrlor his servants and 
hiirscb instantly. 

‘You nmst not Icnvo us, Sir Frederick,* Said 
ElliesLiw ; ‘wo have our musters to go over** 

‘ I will go to-niglit, Mr, Verc,' said Sir Frede- 
lick, ‘and w'riic >oii my intentions in this niattdl* 
when 1 am at home.* 

‘Ay,’ said Maieseliak ‘and send them by a 
troop of hoi.so from (’j I lisle to iimkc us prisoners ^ 
Look yo, Sir Fiedciick, I for one will neither bo 
dcM^rted nor betrayed ; and if you leave Ellicslaw 
Castle to-night, it shall be by passing over my 
dead body.’ 

‘For shame, Mniesebal I’ said Mr. Voro; ‘hoW 
(•an you so hastily misintoipiet onr fiiend’s in- 
tentions ^ I am sure Sir F’rederiek can only be 
icstiug with us ; for, w'crc he not too hnnonrablo 
to dream of deserting the cause, he cannot but 
remember the lull proofs wo ba\o rff his accession 
to it, ami his eager activity in advancing it. 
He cannot but bo conscious, besides, that the 
first inforniation will be readily received by 
government, and that if the (luestion be, wbitdi 
can first lodge intolligenec of tlie affair, we oan 
easily save a few hoius on him.’ 

‘You should say and not w^e, wdion you 
talk of priorities in sueb a race of troaeliory ; for 
ray part, I won’t enter iny horse for such a plate/ 
said Mareschal ; and acfded betwixt his teeth, 
‘A pietty pair of fellows to trust a man’s neck 
with • ’ 

‘I am not to be intimidated fioni doing what 
I think proper,’ said Sir Frcdciiek I^angley ; 
‘and my liist step shall bo to leave EllieslaW. 
I have noieason to keep faith with one’ (looking 
at Ycre) ‘who Las ke])t none with mo.’ 

‘In what re8])eet^’ said Ellicslaw, silencing, 
with a motion of his hand, Ins imjietnous kins- 
man- ‘how have I disai>j)oinfc(l you, Sir 
Fredeiiek 

*Iu the iieaiesf and most tender point— you 
have tiifle«l witli mo eoiKcining our ]>roposed 
alliame, whieh you well kneiv was the gage of 
our political undertaking. This carrying off 
and this bringing back of Miss Vere, — the cold 
reception I have met with fiom hei, and the 
exeiises with which you cover it, I believe to bo 
mere evasions, that you may yourself retidu 
possession of the estates w^hieh are hers by right, 
and make me, in the meaiiwhih*, a tool in your 
desperate entorpriso, by holding out hopes ancl 
expectations which you are resolved never to 
retire.’ 

‘Sir Frederick, I protest, by aJl that is 
sacred * — — 


‘I will listen to no protestations; I Jiavo ' 
been cheated with ihom too long,’ angered Sir 
Frederick. ^ 

* If you leave us,* said Ellicslaw, ‘ you 
but know both your ruin and ours is oerta^h S 
depends on our fkdbering together/ 

‘ Leave me to take care of myrttf/j^trhm 
the knkrht; ‘hut were what yod I 

would dbther perish than be ibpled attywl&r** 
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k ^u^tj but seated as wo now art 
iqU kel yourself compelled to- be sincere ? * 
.iryb^Sirft^ eriok. ‘if you would have me 
tiM^k Bo^ tbore is but one way to oonvinoe mo of 
bHet your ckughtor bestow hor band on me 
litis Oyenin^.* 

‘So soon ^ — impossible/ answered Vero; 
‘ tbjnk of licr late alarm — of our present under- 
taking/ 

‘ 1 will listen to nothing but to her consent, 
pUghted at the altar. You have a (‘liapel in 
the castle — ^Dr. Hobbler is present among the 
company — this proof of your good faith to- 
night, and wo are again joined in heart and 
band. If you refuse me when it is .so much for 
your advantage to consent, how shall I trust you 
to-morrow, when 1 shall stand committed in 
your undertaking, and uudblo to retract ^ * 

‘ And am I to understand that, if you can ho 
made niy son-in-law to-night, our friendship is 
renewed ? * said Ellieslaw. 

‘Most infallibly, and most inviolably,* replied 
Sir Frederick. 

‘Then,* said Vero, ‘though what you ask is 
premature, indelicate, and unjust towards my 
character, yet, Sir Frederick, give mo your haiul 
— DW daughter shall be your wife.’ 

‘ This night ® ’ 

* ‘This very night,* replied Ellieslaw, ‘before 
the clock strikes twelve.^ 

‘With her own consent, I tnist/ said Mare- 
sohal; ‘for I promise you both, gentlemen, I 
will not stand tamely by, and see any violence 
put on the will of my pretty kinswoman.* 

‘Another pest in this hot-headed fellow,* 
muttered Ellieslaw; and then aloud, ‘With lior 
own consent 1 For wliat do you take mo, Mare- 
sohal, that you should .suppose your interference 
necessary to protect my daughter against her 
father ? Depend upon it, she has no repugnance 
to Sir Frederick Laugley.* 

‘Or rather to be called Lady Langley! faith, 
like enough — there are many ■women might be 
of ber mind ; and I beg your pardon, Imt these 
sudden demands and concessions alarmed me a 
little on her account.’ 

‘It is only the suddenness of the proposal that 
embarrasses me,* said Ellio.slaw; ‘but perhaps 
if she is found iiitractuhle, Sir Frederick wiU 
consider* 

‘I will consider nothing, Mr. Vere — your 
dau^ter’s hand to night, or I depait, were it 
at midnight — there is my ultimatum.* 

' em^ace it,’ said Ellieslaw; ‘and I will 

leave you to talk upon our military preparations, 
wblle Igo to prepare my dangliter for so sudden 
4 '<#1^3106 of condition.* 

i Sgyingi he left the conif>aiiy. 
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CHAPTER XUL 

Bari Osmond to receive my vows, 
dbwifge ' tor Toucred, liaughty Osmond. 

Tancred and SigismUnda. 

wImmItmBpxaotioe of dMmulatipn 


^ aid the purpdsto tA deoeMimi * 
the stone passsM, ami up im M J 
towards Miss Veters apartn^t . 

firm, and steady pace of ofie who !a botfM* k* 
deed, upon important business, but wbo, 
tains no doubt he oan terminate afi^hs 
satisfactorily. But when out of hearhig of the 
gentlemen wlioiu be had left, his stap btOamp 
HO slow and irrc.solute, as to gori'espond vdtb his 
doubts and ]n.s fears. At length ne paussA in 
an antechamber to collect his ideas, aifid faim 
bis plan of argument, before appn^bj^ bis 
daughter. 

‘ In what mure hopeless and ineztrioabls 
lemma was ever an unfortunate man ffivoltcd t ' 
— Such was the tenor of his reflectionib>*^‘If 
now fall to pieces by disunion, there oan be Ifttie 
doubt that the government will take my life as 
the prime agitator of the insurreotion. Or, grant 
1 could stoop to save myself by a hasty submis- 
sion, am 1 not, oven in that case, utterly ruined? 

I have broken irreconcilably with Batowe, and 
can have nothing to expect from that quartet 
but insult and ))eiBecuUon. I must wander forth a 
an im|^K>vcrished and dishonoured man, without 
even tlie means of suHtainiug life, far less wealtli 
sufficient to counterbalance the in&my which my 
countrymen, both those whom I desert and those 
whom I join, will attach to the name of tiie 
political renegade. It is not to be though^ of* 
And yet, what choice remains between this lot 
and the ignominious scafTold? Jfothiug can save 
me but reconciliation with these men ; and, to 
acoomplibh this, I have promised to Langley that 
Isabella shall marry him ere midnight, and to 
Mareschal that she shall do so without oompub 
sion. I have but one remedy betwixt me aqd 
ruin — her consent to take a suitor whom ahe w- 
likes, upon such short notice as would disgust 
her, even were ho a favoured lover. — But t must 
trust to the romantic generosity of her disposi- 
tion; and let me ])aint the necessity of her 
obedience ever so strongly, I cannot overcharge 
its reality.* 

Having finished this sad chain of refiSctidns 
upon his ])ciilouR condition, he entered his 
(Unghter's ai)artmeiit wdtli every nerve bent up 
to the support of the argumoiit which he was 
about to sustain. Thou^i a deceitful and am* 
bitioiis man, lie was not so devoid of natund 
atfcctioii but tliat he \v'as shocked at the psrt 
he was about to act, in praeti.siiig onOtlie feeing 
of a dutiful and alfocliouate child; but the !re^ 
colhctioiis, that, if ho succeeded, his daughter 
would only bo trepanned into an advantagSdus 
match, and that, if lie failed, hehimsolfwasaliost 
man, wore quite sufficient to drown all scmplOs. 

Ho found Miss Vore seated by the window of 
her dressing-room, her head reclining ott hef 
hand, and cither sunk in slumber, or so doepty 
engaged in meditation, that she did not hm^ tM 
noise he made at his entrance. He apprysdbsd 
with his features com|K>sed to a deep ovpMdOu 
of sorrow and symiiathy, and, sitting down 
beside her, solicited her attention by qf#tty 
taking ber hand, a motion whi^ ho not 
fail to accompany with a deep i * 

‘My father I* said IsabeUa* *4$ f abort 
which expressed at least as mijMh ImW asio|r or 
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•'It'ML 'towili,* savl Vew, ''your unhajpi^ 
now as a penitent to crave 
jt) 9 CgM of Jus daughter for an injury done 
t^Ber ilpi the exeeSs of liis affection, and then to 
'Uto ifiim of her for ever.’ 

*lSir1 Offence to me » Take leave for over ! 
Wl^atfdoes all this mean f ’ said Mibs Vere. 

* Ydi, Isabella, I am aerious. But first let me 
ask you, have you no businciou that I may have 
bM privy to the strange eliaiice uliich befell 
yOd yesterday morning * 

‘You, sir!* answered Isabella, staiumcraig 
between a consciousness that lie had guessed her 
thotights justly, and the shame ns wi'll as fear 
whi<£ forbade nor to aekiioMledgt* a fusjneion so 
dogi^lng and so unnatural. 

"yesl” he eon filmed, *your hesitation con- 
fesses that you entertained such an opinion, 
and I liavo now the painful task of acknoi^- 
l^ging that your suspicions have done me no 
izdostioe. But listen to my motives. In an 
evil hour I countenanced the addresses of Sir 
Frederiek Langley, conceiving it impossible that 
yon could have any })0i7nanent objections to a 
I match where the advantages veic, in most le- 
spects, on your side. In a i\oiso, I entered 
with him into measuics calculated to rcsioie 


our banished monarch and the iiide|H?ndenee of 
my country. He has taken advantage of niy 
unguarded confidence, and now has iny life at 
his disposal.’ 

*Your life, sir?’ said Isabella faintly. 

‘Yes, Isabella,’ eon tinned her father, ‘the life 
of him who gave life to you. So soon as I fore- 
saw the excesses into which his headlong jmssion 
(for* to do him justice, I believe his unreasonable 
cOnauct arises from excess of attachment to you) 
was likely to hurry him, I endeavoured, by find- 
ing a plausible pretext for your ahs(*nce for some 
weeks, to extricate myself from the dilcmina in 
whif^ I am placed. For this inirposo I wished, 
in ease your objections to the mat( li coutiimerl 
insurmountable, to have sent you piivately for a 
few months to the convent of your inatcnial aunt 
at^^arift. By a scries of niistakos you have b<*en 
brought from the place of secrecy and security 
Whion I had destined for your temporary abode. 
Fate has baffled my last chaiiee of esi'ape, and 1 
have only to give you my }>lessing, and send you 
flrom the castle with Mr. Ildteliffe, who now leaves 


it ; my own fato will soon he decided.’ 

*Qood H^Ht-von, sii ! can this bo possible?* e\- 
olaixttSd Isabella. ‘0, why was I fieed from 
tbs restraint in which you phie(‘d me ? or why 
did you not imiiart your pleasure to mo ? ’ 

^7 hink an instant, Isabella. Would you have 
had me prejudice, in your opinion, the friend I 
Wst desirous of serving, by comniunicating 
to the injurious eagerness with which ho 
^rSUed his object ? Could 1 do so honourably, 
lu^vlng promts^ to assist his suit?— But it is all 
OVSF^ 1 and Maresobal liavo made up our minds 
to dib )lk6 men ; it only remains to send you 
llBiloe tinder a safe escort.’ 
jOMt powers J and is there no remedy ? * said 
young woman. 

*^00^ iy ohild,* answered Vere gently, *un- 
wim you would not advise your father 
te the first to betray his friends/ 

* 0 i idle answfood abbsorrentlv. 


hastily, As if tb rmeot tip temptation wliioh the 
alternative presented to her. ‘But is there no 
other bope~--througfa flight— tlirongh mediation 
— through supplication T— I will bend my knee 
to Sir Frederick I ’ 

‘ It would be a fniitless degradation ; he is 
detei mined on his course, and I am equally 
resolved to stand the hazai'd of my fate. On 
one condition only he will turn aside from his 
pnri>ose, and that condition my lips shall never 
utter to you.’ 

‘Name it, I conjure yon, my dear falser I’ 
exclaimed Isabella. ‘What am he ask that 
wo ought not to grant, to jircvont the hideouS 
catastrophe with which you aie threat eued ?* 

‘That, Isabella,' said Vere solerauly, ‘you 
.shall never know, until your father’s head has 
rolled on the bloody scaffold ; then, indeed, you 
will learn there was one saeriliee by which he 
might have been saved.’ 

‘And why not &i>eak it now*’ said Isabella; 
‘do yon fear I would fiiiich from the saciificc 
of fortune for your preservation ? or would you 
bequeath mo the bitter legacy of lifelong remorse, 
so oft as I shall 'think that yon perished, while 
tlieie remained one mode of jirevcuting the 
dreadful misfortune that o\ci hangs you V 

‘Then, my child,’ said Vere, ‘since you press 
me to name what I would a thousand nines 
rather leave in silence, I must inform you that 
he will accept for ransom nolhing hut your hand 
in marriage, and that conferred before midnight 
this very evening ! ’ 

‘This evening, sir’’ said the young lady, 
struck with hoiror at tlie proi>o.sal — ‘and to 
such a man ! — A fuan !— a monster, who could 
wish to win the daughter by threatening the 
life of the father — it is indeed impossible.’ 

‘You say light, my child,’ ansiNcred her father, 
‘it is indeed impossible; nor have I either the 
right or the wish to exact such a saciifioe.-«^It 
Ls the course of nature that the old should die 
and 1)0 forgot, and tlie j’^oung should live and be 
hapi»y.* 

‘My falJier die, aufl his clnhl can save himt'^ 
but no -no — my (le,»r father, pat don me, it is 
impossible ; you only wisli to guide me to your 
wMies. I know vour object is what yort think 
my happiness, ami tliis dieadful lain is only tpld 
toinflueiK'c iny conduct and subdue my soiiiplea.’ 

‘My daughter,’ replied Kllie.slaw, in a ton^ 

IV here oficuded aiitliority scorned to stru^le 
with x^rental affection, ‘my child suspecte me 
of inventing a false tale to work ujion her frel- 
ings ! Even this I must bear, and even frpm 
this imw^orthysusiiieion I must descend to vindi- 
cate myself. You know the stainless honour of 
your cousin Maroschal — mark what 1 shall write 
to him, and judge from his answer, if the ^nger 
ill which we stand is not real, and wrhether I have 
not used every means to avert it.* 

He sat down, wrote a few lines hastily, and 
handed them to Isabella, who, after remted^ 
and painful efforts, cleared her eyes and haacl 
sufficiently to discern their purport. 

‘X>oar oousin,* said the billet, ‘I find my 
dau^tor, as I expected, in despair at .the un- 
timely said Jbramattire urgency of Sir Fradeitek 
. ikt cannot even oomprehsvpd 
TiiifiF «ra Atend, or koHr mueh wi'/nre 


mi VMKLSY NOVMLS 


IJB#; 


to Ittl pdWisr, ^Qr iuflue&ce irith him, 
fov iMkd, to modify proposal to the 

•mptat^co of l^^hicu 1 cannot, and will not, urge 
f S»y child against all her own leolinga, os well 
„ m these of delicacy anil propriety, and oblige 
yotir loving cousin, —K. V.’ * 

In the agitalioji of the moment, when her 
swimming wyes and (Uz/y brain could liardly 
comprehend the sense of what slie looked upon, 
jit is not suri>risiiig that AUss Vero should luivo 
omitted to remark that this Jotter seemed io lest 
iier scruples rather upon tlio iurtn and time of 
the proposed union, than on a rooted dislike to 
the f^uitor proposed to her. Air. Vere rung the 
bell, and gave the letter to a servant to bo 
delivered to Air. Alavesclial, and, rising Irom his 
chair, continued to lia\eiso the apaitinent in 
silence and in great agitation until the answer 
was returned. Ho glanced it over, and wnng 
the hand of his daughter as ho gave it to her. 
The tenor was as follows : — 

‘Aly dear kinsman, J have alieadv urgeil the 
knight on tlie j)oiiit you inonlion, and 1 find him 
as fixed as (Jheviot. I am truly sorry my fair 
cousin should bo pioss(*d to give up any of her 
maidenly riglits. Sir Frederick consents, how- 
ever, to leave the castlo with me tlie instant 
tlio ceronioiiy is perform(‘d, and wo will raise 
our followers and begin the fray. Thus there is 
great hope the bridegroom may bo knocked on 
the head before he and the bride can mcei again, 
so Bell has a fair ehaiice lo l)o Lady Langley t\ 
fr^s boil marcy. For the rest, 1 can only say, 
that if she (^’]U make up her mind to the alliam^o 
at all— it is no time lor mere maiden ceremony 
— ^my pretty cousin must needs consent to many 
in haste, or we shall all r(‘i>eut at leisure, or 
rather have very litth* leisure to repent; wliidi 
is all at present from him who rests your atlee- 
tionate kinsman, "U. M. 

* P,tS \ — Tell Isabella that I would rather cut 
the knight’s throat alter all, and end tlie dileinnia 
that way, than see her constiained to marry him 
against licr will.’ 

When Isabella bad read this lettei, itdropjied 
from lier hand, and she woiibl, at the same lime, 
have fallen IVoiu her chair, bad she not be<*n 
supported by her father. 

‘ Aly (iod, my child will dii* ! ’ exclaimed Tere, 
the feelings of nature overcoming, e\en iu bis 
breast, the seutimoiits of selftsh policy; ‘look 
up, Isabella - look up, my child — come what will, 
you shall not lu* the s.wiilice — 1 will fall myself 
with the eoiisidousness 1 leave you happy. — Aly 
child may \ycep on my graM*, but she shall not— 
net in this instance- -rc])ioaeh my memory.' He 
called a servant. ‘ Cto, bid Katclill'e come hitber 
directly.* 

Putting this interval. Miss Veio became deadly 
olenched her hands, j)iessiiig the palms 
gly together, elud'd l.ei eyes, and drew liei 
mill strong compression, as if the severe 
which she put upon her internal feel- 
eXtOfulod even to her muscular oignni/ation. 
j^0tlf«iinng her head, and drawing iii her bivath 
iit^^gly lire she spoke, she said with firmness, — 

, I consent to tho maiiiago.* 

i \ ^ You slwtll not— you shall not— my ohild— -my 
f #ild"^ 3'ou shall not embrace omoin misery 
I M ftho iVom uncertain danger ' ^ 


Bo exclaimed «Bllieslaw; and, Strangs and in* 
consistent beings that wo are ! he expressed the 
real though momentary feelings of hla hSirt* 

< Father,* repeated Isabella, * I will consent to 
this maniage. 

‘No, my child, no — not now at least -^we 
will humble om-sclvos to obtain delay from 
him ; and yet, Isabella, could you overcome a 
dislike wdiieh has un real founcTation, think, iu 
other respects, what a match ! — wealth^— Wik — 
importance.’ 

‘Father,’ reiterated Isabella, ‘I have con- 
sented.’ 

It seemed as if she bad lost tho power of saying 
anytliiiig else, or e\on of varying the phrase 
w'hich, with such effort, she hacl compelled her- 
self to utter. •' 

‘Heaven bless thee, my child ! — Heaven bless 
th<''* : And it will 1)1 ess thee with riches, with 
pleasure, with power.’ 

Alisa Vore faintly entreated to bo left by herself 
for tho rest of the evening. 

‘ But will you not receive Sir Frederick ? * said 
her father anxiously. 

‘ I will meet liim,’ she rejilied,— ‘I will meet 
him — wlicu 1 must, and where I must ; hut spare 
me m»w.’ 

* Be it so, my dearest ; you shall know no re- 
straint that I can save you from. Do not think 
too liaidly of Sir Frederick for this,— it is an 
excess of passion.* 

Isabella waved her liaiid im]>atieutly. 

* Forgive me, my child -I go. — Heaven bless 
thee ! At eleven— if you call me not before — at 
eleven 1 come to seek you.' 

When ho left Kibella she droiiped upon her 
knees. — ‘ I leaven aid me to support tho resolution 
I liavo taken — Heaven only can.— 0, poor Barns- 
cliff! who shall cumfuit him? and with what 
eontenipt will he pronoiime her name, who 
listened to him to-day and gave herself to another 
at night! lint let him dc.spisc mc-diotter so 
than that he should know the tiulh. — Let him 
despise* me ; if it will ))ut lessen his grief, I should 
feel coiulort in fho loss of his esteem.’ • 

She wept bitterly; attempting in vain, fi’om 
time to time, to eomnieiieo the prayer for which 
.she li.id Slink on hei knees, but unable to calm 
li**!’ spirits sullicieiitly for the exercise of devotion. 
Ah she remaineil in this agony of mind, tho door 
of her apartment w’as slowly opened. 

• 


CHAPTMR XIV. 

Tlie daiksnme cave they enter, wheie they found 
The woeful nun, low sitting on ihe ground. 

Musing full sadly in his sullen mind. 

Faerix QuRsmb. 

Tub intruder on Aliss A^'orc’s sorrows wae Rat- 
cHlfo. Ellicslaw had, in the agitation of his 
mind, forgotten to couiitennana the order he 
had mven to call him thither, so that he opened 
the door with the Words, ‘You sent for me, 
Mr, Vero ? * Then looking nround— ‘ Atiee Yere, 
alone ! on the ground ! and in team I * 

‘Leave me— leave mo^ Mv* RatcUlf^' kM flie 
unhappy young lady. ^ J' 

‘ I must not leave you/ Raid Entolifib $ ^ I hOve 


,a(}i]0iittan6e'.^ ta.W" 
Infused, tmtn ' 
^il^ 9 elf dent for me. Blame me not 


j^l4, intrusive ; I have a duty to 
which makes me so.* 

’ R ;fiiif^not listen to you— I cannot speak to 
Mr. Eatclitfe ; take my host wishes, and for 
^he leave me. ' 

'/Mime only,’ saul Ratcliffe, ‘is it true that 
ih^'imonstrous match is to go forward, and this 
iVery night.? I heard the servants i)roclaim it as 
:I was on the great staircase — I heard the dired- 
tions given to clear out the chapel.* 

^ /SparO mo, Mr. Ratcliffe,* replied the luckless 
hnde ; ‘ and from the state in wliich you see me, 
jitd^ of the cruelty of those questions.’ 

* Married 1 to Sir Frederick Langley ! and this 
night I It must not— -cannot — shall not he.* 

‘It mvst he, Mr. Ratcliffe, or my father is 
ruined.’ 

‘Ah 1 I understand,’ answered Ratcliffe ; ‘and 
you have sacrificed yourself to save him who — 
But let the virtue of the child atone for the faults 
of the father — it is no time to rake them up. 
What can be done ? Time presses — I know hut 
one remedy — with four-and-twenty hours I miglit 
find many. — Miss Vore, you must implore tlio 
protection of the only human being who lias it 
lU his power to control the coui-ae of events 
which threatens to huny you before it.’ 

‘ And what human being, ’ answered MiH.s Yere, 

‘ has such power ? ’ 

‘Start notwdien I name him,’ wiid Ratcliffe, 
coming near her, and speaking in a Jow^ hut dis- 
tinct voice. ‘ It is he who is called Klshender 
the Recluse of Mucklestane Moor,* 

‘You are mad, Mr. Ratdifie, or you mean to 
ins^ilt my misery by an ill-timed jest ! ’ 

*I am as much in iny senses, young lady,* 
answered her adviser, ‘as you arc ; and Iwim no 
idle jester, far less W'ith misery, least of all w’ith 
your j^sery. 1 sw'ear to you that this being 
(w*ho is other far than wdiat he seems) actually 
possesses the means of rcdeeiniug you from this 
nateful union.* 

‘And of ensuring iny father’s safety ? ’ 

‘Yesl even that,’ said Ratcliffe, ‘if you plead 
his cause witli him — ^yet how^ to obtain admittance 
to the Recluse 1 ’ 

‘Fear not that,’ said Miss Vere, suddenly re- 
oolleoting the incident of the rose ; ‘ 1 remember 
he desire4,me to call upon him for aid iii ray 
extremity, and gave me this flower as a token. 
Rr© it fad^ aw'ay entirely, I would need, he said, 
hi$ assis^nce : is it possible his w^ords can have 
been au^t but the ravings of insanity ? * 

- ; Doubt it not — fear it not — but above all,’ said 
lUtdifffi, ‘ let us lose no time.— Arc you at liberty 
;a|i4:^?watched ? ’ 

/ ‘ J bdieve BO,’ said Isabella ; ‘but what would 
yotUuiye me to do ? ’ 

/ , the castle instantly,’ said Ratcliffe, 

throw yourself at the feet of this extra- 
Ihaa, who, in circumstances tliat seem 
.tioaiMO t^e exiremity of the most contemptible 
an almost absolute inffuence 
i«^;j^r^te..r-Guests and servants ore deep in 
leaders sitting in conclave on 
schemes— my horse stands ready 
one'%„jrOu>'aftd , 


-JIW ^te;— jo,, ' ) 

ybiir taking 'ta^e 

ouly:stc»*in yedr power to escape tltc dreadM 
fate which muit attend the wife of Sir Fredoi^ 

Ratcliffe,* said Miss Vere, ‘you hayj# 
always been esteemed a man of honoui' and pro* 
bity, and a diwning wretch wdll always patoh 
tiie feeblest twig. — 1 will .trust you— I Will foilow 
3 "our advice-- 1 will meet you at the gardepiglkte^'' * 

She bolted the outer door of her aparttnsnt hlSL. 
soon as Mr. Ratcliffe left her, and descende||l to 
*thc garden by a separate sbiir of communication 
w’hich opened to her dressing-room. On the way 
she felt incli!ied to retract the consent she had 
so hastily given to a plan so hopeless and extra- 
vagant. But as she passed in her descent a, 
])rivate door which entered into the cha{)el h'Oin 
the back stair, she heard the voices of the female 
servants as tliey were employed in the task of 
cleaning it. 

‘ Married ! niid to sac bad a man — Kwhow, sirs I 
onything rather than that.* 

* Thej^ are right — they are right ! ’ said Miss 
Yere ; ‘anytliiiig rather than that.’ 

She hurried to the garden. Mr. Ratcliffe was 
tiiic to his ^)poiutmoiit— the horses stood saddled 
at the garden gate, and in a fe^v minutes they 
^vcrc advancing rapidly towards the hut of the 
Solitary. 

While the gi’ound was favourable, the speed of 
their journey was such as to prcveiit miuih, oom- 
nmiiicatiori ; but when a steep ascent compelled 
them to slacken their pace, a new cause of appre- 
hension occurred to Miss Yore’s mind. 

* Mr. Ratcliffe,’ she said, pulling up her home’s 
bridle, ‘let us prosee.ute no further a jourtiey 
wliieh nothing but the extrciiuj agitation of my 
mind can vindicate my having undertaken., — l am 
well aware that this man passes among the vulgar 
as being ])ossessed of suj»eniatural powers, and 
carrying on an intercourse with beings of another 
world ; but I would have you aware I am neither 
to be imposed on bjr such follies, nor, were 1 to 
believe in their existence, durst I, with my feel- 
ings of religion, aj»p]y to this being in my distress,’ 

‘I should have thought, Miss A^orCj’ rfepHed 
Ratcliffe, ‘ my character and habits of thinking 
were so well known to you, that yon 
have held me exculpated from crediting any 
such absurdity.’ ’ 

‘ But in wdiat other mode,’ said Isabella, * catt 
a being, so miserable liimself in appes^mce, 
jiossess the power of assisting me ? * 

‘Miss Yere,’ said Ratcliffe, after antomentaiy 
])au8e, ‘ I am bound by a solemn oatli of secr^w, 

— You must, without further explanation, be 
satisfied with my pledged assurance, that he does 
]K>ssess the j)ower, if you can inspire him with 
tile will ; and that, I doubt not, you wRl be able 
to do.* 


‘ Mr. Ratcliffe,* said Miss Vere, ‘ you may your- 
self be mistaken ; you ask an unlimited degrefil of 
conffdenoe from me. ’ , 

‘ Recollect, Miss Vere,’ he replied, ‘ that 
in yonr humanity, you asked me to interfere with 
your father in favour of Haswell and his 
lamily-^when you requested nie th ppovs^^hiitt, 
to dq a> thito most abhorrent tO; his' piitnre^wHto ^ 

V' ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' 
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^uld adfc m no ^ueatiom coa* 

w of nfy iafluenoe.— -Ybu found 

w wtrust me then, do not distrust 

mxf Dov.* 

the extraordinary mode of life of this 

said Miss Voro ; ‘ his seolubion— his figure 
*«the deeimess of inisanthropy which he is said 
to express iu ius language —Mr. Ratclitle, what 
can I think oi him if he really possesses the powers 
you' ascribe to him f * 

'This man, young lady, was bred a Catholic, a 
sect which affords a thousand instances of thosc^ 
Vho have retired from })ower and alllueiice to 
voluntary privations nioie strict even than ]ih».* 
'But lie avows no leligious motive,* rejjlied 
Miss Yere. 

' No,* replied Ratcliffe ; * disgust with tlie orld 
hOS ojiorat^ his retreat from it without assuming 
the veil of suiMjrstition. Thus far 1 may toll you 
—he was bom to gi eat wealth, which his paients 
designed should become greater by his union with 
a kinswoman, whom for tliat purpose they bred 
up in their own house. Y ou have seen liis figure ; 

a wliat the young lady must have thought of 
it to which ah<‘ was dcsliued. — Yet, habitu- 
ated to his appoaralLC(^, she showed no reluctance, 
and the friends of — ol the person whom I 
speak of, doubted not that the excess of his at- 
tachment, the vaiious acquisitions of his mind, 
his many and amiable qualities, had oveicomo the 
natuial horror which his destined hiide must 
have enteitaiucd at an exterior so dieadfully 
inauspioious.’ 

* And did they judge truly I * said Isabella. 

' You shall hoar, lie, at least, w as fully awai-e 
of his own delieieiicy ; the sense of it haunted 
him like a phantom. 1 am,’* w^as his own ex- 
jiression to me, — I mean, to a man whom ho 
trusted,— “I am, in sj)ite of wliat you would 
say, a i>oor miserable outcast, fitter to have been 
smotliered iu the cradle than to have boon bi ought 
Up to scare the woild in which I crawl.” Tlie 
person whom ho addressed in vain endeavoured 
to impress him with the iudiiroreuco to external 
form, whioli is the natural result of philosophy, 
or entreat him to recall the supeiiority of mental 
meats to the more attiaotive attributes that aie 
merely personal. “ 1 hear you,” he would reply; 
"but you sx^eak the voice of cold-blooded stoicism, 
or, at least, of fiiendly x)artia]ity. ]3ut look at 
eveiT book which we have read, those excepted 
of that abstract x>hilosoxd)y which locls no re- 
sponsive voice iu our natural for lings. Is not 
personal form, such as at least can he tolerated 
wiijhoat hoiTor and disgust, always rcj)reHentod 
as essential to our ideas of a frh'iid, far more a 
iuvw ? Is not such a niisshaxxm monster as 1 am 
by the very fiat of uatuie, from her 
(tb^treSt enjoymonts ? \Vhat but my wealth i>re- 
all— Xierhapb even Ijc^itiu, or you — from 
Sptomng me as something foreign to your iiatuie, 
apd ntofd odious, by bearing that distorted re- 
to humanity which we observe in the 
triboB that are more hateful to man because 
bis caricature ? * 

nifoUtepeat the sentiments of a madman, * said 
iiefiljad.ber conductor, 'unless a morbid 
tosAtutf » I will not aeay wat tom , 


governing feeling 

person wlio entmtained it to lengths 
dicated a deranged imagination He aimeM 
to think that it was necessary for hiip^ 
beraui, and not always well-cmosen mstanoto of 
liberality, and even profusion, to uidtO hnutolf 
to the liuinaii race, from which he conceived 
himself natui ally dissevered. The benefits wlfieb 
ho bestowed, from a disposition naturally phQsSd- 
throx>ical in an uncommon degree, were exag|G^’> 
ated by the iiilluonco of the goading. reficOwU, 
that more was necessary from him than {tom 
others, — lavishing his treasures as if to brilie 
mankind to receive him into their class. It is 
scarcely necessary to say, that the bounty whiifii 
flowed from a source so capricious was often 
abused, and his coiitldeiiee fioquontly beimyed* 
These disappointments, which occur to all more 
01 Irsb, and most to sucli as confer benefits without 
just discrimination, his ^diseased fancy set down 
to the hatred and contempt excited by nis personal 
defoimity. — But 1 fatigue you, Miss Vere?’ 

‘No, by no means; I— I could not xirevent 
my attention from wandei'ing an instant ; pray 
piocoed.* 

‘lie became at length,* continued Ratcliffe, 
‘the most ingenious sell -tormentor of whom I 
luvo ever heard ; tlie seoil of the rabble, and tlie 
sneer of the ^et moio hruUl vulgar of his own 
lank, was to him agony and hi caking on the 
wdiccl. He regarded the laugh of the common 
people whom lie x>asbcd on the street, and the 
sux>x>rosbed titter, or yet more olfeiisivo terror, pf 
the young girls to whom he was introduoed in 
company, as proots oi the Line sense which the 
world entertained of him, as a x>rodi^ unfit to 
bo received among them ou the usum terms of 
society, and as vindicating the wisdom of hfo 
X^urposo in withdrawing himself from alttong 
them. On the faith and sincerity of two persons 
alone he seemed to rely implicitly — ou that of 
his betrothed bride, and of a friend eiuinently 
gifted in ))^soiial accomplishments, who seemed, 
and iiideea x^robably was, sincerely attached to 
him. He ought to have been so, at least, (for he 
was literally loaded with benefits by him whom 
you are now ahriut to see. Tlie parents of the 
subject of my story died within a short space of 
each other. Their death post^ioned the inarriage| 
for which the day had been fixed. Tlie lady did 
not seem gi’oatly to inouru this delay,— peniaps 
that was not to have been exx>eoted; but she 
intimated no change of intention, when, after A 
decent interval, a second day was named for their 
union. The friend of whom I spoke was then U 
constant resident at the Hall. In an evil houti 
at the earnest request and ontieaty of this fries)^ 
they joined a general x^arty, where men of difibrent 
political oxninons were mingled, and where Htsjr 
drank deep. A quarrel ensued ; the friend (jf 
the Recluse drew his sword with others^ snd rm 
thrown down and disarmed by a more ppweffdl 
antagonist. Tliey fell in the struggle Ut too 
of the Recluse, who, maimed ana iruncuted to 
liis form appears, possesses, neverthelessb imt 
strength, as well as violent pasaiona. 
up a sword, pierced the heart pf his frtad'a 
antagonist, was tried, and his life, vrito dtSoilB^y 
^rpdeemed from justice at the exjpebse pf a ytori 
plose imprisonment, the {mnidiment pr«smui» 



iiitiitlent effected H09 taiofit 
the 'ilBom that the deceased wee $, man 
m emwmt' charaotev, and had ensteiiu^ 

ihita that I observcd>-I beg t)ardon.— 

Hit of morbid sensibility which had tor- 
metktad this unfortunate gontleinau, were rendered 
henceforth more acute by remorse, which he, of 
all men, was least capo Me of having iiicunt'd, or 
of enstaining when it became his iuihap])y lot. 
His part locysms of agony could not bo concealed 
fipom the lady to whom he was betrothed ; and 
it must be confessed they wore of an alarming 
and femrful nature, lie comforted himself, that, 
at the expii7 of liis imprisonment, he could form 
with his wife and friend a society, encircled by 
which he might dispense with more extensive 
oommunioation with the ^orld. He was de- 
ceived ; before that term elapsed, liis friend and 
hU betrothed bride were man and wil<*. The 
eifeoto of a shock, so dreadful on an ardent tem- 
perament, a disjutsilioTi alK'iwly soured liy hitter 
remorse, and loosened 1)y the iudulgenec of a 
gloomy imagination from the rest of mankind, I 
cannot describe to you ; it was as if Ihe last cable 
at which the vessel lode had suddenly parted, 
and left her abandoned to all the wild fury of the 
tempest. He was ]>la(‘ed under medical restiaiiit . 
As a temporary measure this might have been 
justifiable ; but his hard-lieartcfl Jriend, who, in 
consequonoe of his niarviago, was now his nearest 
ally^ prolonged his eoniinemont, in order to enjoy 
the management of liis immense estates. There 
was one who owed his all to the sufTcrer, a 
humble friend, but graleful and faithful. Hy 
unceasing exertion, and rcpeate<l invocation of 
justice, ho at length sucooeded in obtaining his 
patron’s freedom, and reinstatement in the man- 
agement of his own ])roperty, to which was soon 
aaded that of his intended bride, who, having 
died without male issue, her estates reverted to 
him, as^^heir of entail. Ihit freeiloin and ^^eaUh 
were unable to restore the ciiui poise of his mind ; 
to the former his gi’icf miide him indifferent - 
tlie latter only served him as far as it afforded 
him the means of indulging liis strango and way- 
ward fancy. Ho had renounced tlio Catholic 
religion, but perhaps some of its doctrines con- 
tinued to influeneo a mind, over which remorse 
and misanthropy now assunnsl, in appeurunc'c, 
an unbounded autlioritv. His life has since been 
that altervately of a iiilgrim and a hermit, suffer- 
ing the most severe privations, not indeed in 
ascetic dovotion, but in ahliorreucc of mankind. 
Vet no man’s words and aelions have been at 
a wide dilfeieucc, nor has any hypocritical 
VraBtoh ever been more ingenious in assijgiiiiig 
gdml motives for his vile actions, than this un- 
fortunate in reconcilinc to his abstract principles 
m misanthropy a conduct which flows from his 
nattind generosity and kindness of feeling.’ 

^ /fitUl, Mr. Ratcliffe — still you desenbo the 
iu^(»nu8tenoi68 of a madman.’ 

/By no meSns,’ replied Ratcliffe. 'That the 
of this gentleman is disordered, I 
wp^w'pmtend to dispute ; I have already told 
ii? bag sometimes broken out into par- 
to real mental alienanon. 
Imrjb^ls 67 his common state of mind that 1 
^ imguhut, but not ^dbranged ; the 


sMett giNfidtml as those that divida the 
Ught of imtxUfy from xftidnighi The coupler 
who ruins b^ fortune for the attainment of a tltU 
which can do him no good, or power of whioh he 
can make no suitable or cr^tAile use, the miser 
wdio boards his useless wealth, and the prodi^t^ 
who s(][uander8 it, are all marked With a certixn 
shade of insanity. To criminals who are guilty 
of enormities, when the temptation, to a sobhr 
mind, hears no proportion to the horrof Of ihe 
act or the probability of dotoetion and punupi- 
iiicnt, the same o})servatiou applies ; ana ^ 
violent passion, as well as auger, may be tcrm^a 
a short madness.* 

' This may be all good ])hilo8ophy, Mr. Rat- 
eliffc,’ answered Miss Vere ; 'hut, excuse me. It 
by no means emboldens me to visit, at this late 
hour, a person whoso extravagance of imagination 
you yourself can only pall bite.’ 

‘lifathor, then,’ said Ratcliffe, ‘receive my 
solemn assurnnoes, that you do not incur tlie 
slightest danger. But wdiat I have been hitherto 
afraid to mention for fear of alarming yott, iS, 
that now when wc are within sight of Ins retmt, 
for I can dis(‘ovcr it through the twilight, I must 
go no fartlicr with you ; you must proceed alone.* 

‘ Alone ? — I duro not.’ 

‘Yon must, ’continued Ratcliffe; ‘I will remain 
hero and wait for you.’ 

‘ You will not, then, stir from this i>lace,’8aid 
Miss Vere; ‘yet the distance is so gt*eat, you 
could not hear me wore I to cry for assistance.’ 

‘Fear nothing,’ said her guide; ‘or observe, 
at least, the utmost caution in stilling every 6K^ 
ju'CBbioii of timidity. Rtinember that his pre- 
dominant and most liarassing apprehension arises 
from a conseiousnoss of the hidcousness of his 
appearance. Your path lies straight beside you 
half-fallen willow ; keep ilio loft side of it J the 
marsh lies on the right. Farewell for a time, 
lioincmber the evil you are tlireatcuod with, and 
lot it overcome at once your fears and scruples.’ 

‘Mr. Ratcliffe,’ said fsahella, ‘farewell; if you 
have deceived one so unfortunate as myself, you 
liave for ever forfeited the fair character for pro- 
bity and honour to which I have trusted.’ 

‘ On my life —on my sou], ’ continued RatclififSd, 
raising liis voice as the distance between thCtU 
increased, ‘you arc safe— perfectly safe,’ ' 


CHAPTER XV, ♦ 

y 'Twa*; time and griefs 

That framed him thu'>: Time, wiui his fairer hand, 
Offering the fortunes of ius former days, 

'Fhe former man may make him.-— Bring us to hhC, 
And chance it as it may. 

Oto pjuav^ 

The sounds of Ratcliffe’s voice had died Oft 
IsabelU’s cor; but, as she frequently looked 
back, it was some encouragement to her tC 
com his form now darkening in gloom* Bit, 
however, she went much farther, ^0 16st 
object in the increasing shade. The last glimmer 
of the twilight placed her before the hut of the 
Solitary. She twice extended her bond to m 
door, and twice she withdrew it ; and wheu'sbe 
did at length make the effort, the knoek did not ^ 
eq^ual in viplenoo the throb of her ownjmifom. 
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e^ort wafi Iqudcr ; her third was re- 
Itmttsdj fdr the fear o? not obtaininff the pro- 

K tjeeiiidto from which JUtolifTe promiaod so much, 
oeg^h te overpower tlio huTors of his presence 
whom she was to request it. At length, as 
till reocivcrl no answer, she repeatedly called 
Upon the DWfUf ljy his assumed name, and re- 
quested hiwj to answer and open to her. 

*What miserable being is reduced,* said the 
appalling voice of tlic Solitary, * to seek refuge 
Imre ? Uo hence ; when the lieath-fowl need 
shelter, they seek it not in tlic nest of the 
night-raveu.* 

* 1 come to you, father, ’ said Isabella, ‘ in my 
hour of ^adversity, even as you yourself com- 
manded,* when you piomiscd yoiii heart and 
^oiir door shouhf be open to my distress ; but I 

'lla ! * said +li<' Solitaiy, ' ilicn thou art Isa- 
bella Vore 1 (live me a token that thou art she.' 

* I have brought you b.u'k the rose which you 
gave me j it lias not had time to fade cre the 
hard fate you londold is conic upon me • ' 

* And if thou bast tlius icdcomcd tby pledge,* 
said the Dwaif, *I will not foifcit mine. The 
Jioart and the d<ior that aie slnit against every | 
other earthly being, i^hatl be ojieii to tlicc and to 
ihy sorrows.’ 

She hoard him move in his hut, and presently 
afterwards stiike a light. One by one, bolt and 
bar were then withdrawn, lli<* heart of Isabella 
throbbing biglur as these obstacles to their mect- 
lug were successi v cly i emo^ ('d. The dooi o]>one<i, 
nnd the Solitaiy stood befoie her, his uneoiitb 
form and iealmes illuminated by the non lamj) 
which be held iii his hand. 

* Enter, daughter of ailliction,’ he ^aid, — ^enlcr 
the house of misery.' 

She euteied, and observ(‘(l, with a precaution 
wbieh increased bei trojedatioii, that thel^eeluse’s 
act, aftiT sotting the Limp upon the table, 
w'as to replace the nuniorous bolts 'svliieh secured 
the door of his hut. She sliiimL as sli<^ lie.iid 
the noise which accomjianied this ominous opera- 
tion, yet remembcicd Ratclitle’s caution, and 
endeavoured to suppress all aj »] hm i ance ol appie- 
hension. The light of tlie laini) was >vcak and 
uncertain; but the Solitary, without taking 
immediate notice of Isaliclla, othciwise than 
by motioning her to sit dowm on a small settle 
beslWe the tirejdaco, made haste ro kindle soiiu* 
dry furze, whieli presently cast a blaze through 
the cottage. Wooden shelves, winch boro a few 
Ixiokei, some buudli'S of diied herbs, and one or 
two wooden eu])s and platteis, were on one side 
of the lire ; on the otlier wcie placed some ordin- 
ary tools of field-labour, inmgled w ith those,u-,ed 
by tif^hanics. Wbeic the bed should have been 
tlierd Was a wooden trauie, sti ew ed with w itherod 
mpBS and ruslu'S, the eon. h of the ascetic. The 
whole space of the cott.ig«* did not exceed ton 
feelt by »X within the walls ; nnd its only fumi- 
Djfflidlea what wt have mentioned, was a 
tiffiM'a&d two stools iurmed of lough* dials. 

Wilhih those narrow precincts Isabella now 
foilhd hjoreelf enclosed with a being, whose history 
htA nothi^to psassure her, and the fearful cun- 
IbrmotloA fl3rwlt<w»hideott* countenance inspired 
aur ajhiipst superstitious terror. Hc t^upied the 


^to her, and# (hrop^ng Jm huge and 


shaggy eyebrows over his pisreing hMt 
gazed at her iu Mlenoc, as if agitated hy a variety 
of contending feelings. On the other side eat 
Isabella, pale^ as death, her long hair tineurled 
by the evening damps, and falling over her 
shonldors and breast, as the wet streamers droop 
from the ma<^t when the storm has passed 
and left the vessel stranded on the beach. The 
Dwarf first broke the silence with the sudden, 
abrupt, and alarming question, — * Woman, What 
evil fate lias brought tlice hither?' 

‘ My father’s danger, and your own command,* 
she rc]>lied faintly, but firmly. 

‘ And you hope for aid from me ? ' 

*lf you can bestow it,’ she replied, still in the 
.same tone of mild submission. 

* And how should I possess that power ? * eon- 
tinm^d ilic Dwaif, with a hitter sneer. 'Is mine 
tlic form of a redresser of wrongs ^ Is tliis the 
castle in wdiich one powerful enough to be sued 
to by a fair siqipliant is likely to liold his resi- 
dence f I but mocked thee, girl, when I said I 
would relieve thee.’ 

‘ Tlicn must I depart and face my fate as 1 
best may.' 

' No ’ ’ said the DwMrf, rising and interposing 
bctwTcn her and tlie door, and iiiotiomng to her 
stciiily to resume Ik i seat *No < you leave mo 
not in this w ay ; w t* must have fuither conference. 
Why should one being d(‘sn c aid of another ? Why 
should not ea( h bo siiflicieiit to i( sell i Look round 
you— I, the most desjused and most decrepit on 
Nature’s common, have* lecpiiied sympathy and 
help fioni no one. These stones are of my own 
piling ; these utensils I Ir.niicd with Ay own 
hands; and witli this’ and lie laid his hand 
with a tieiie biuili* on the long dagger which he 
al w a} s w Ol t‘ bimea 1 h Ins gai mciit, and unsheathed 
il SO Ui that the blade glimmered clear in the 
liiebght - ‘ With this,’ l»o pur.sucd, as he thrust 
the wea]>on liack into tlic scabbard, 'I can, if 
necessary^ dclciid tlu' vital sjiaik enclosed in this 
]H)oi tiuuk, .ig.iinst tlic faiicst and strongest that 
shall thuateii me with injury.’ 

It wras with ibfiiculty Isabella refrained from 
screaming out aloud ; but she did refrain. 

'Tills,' continued Ibo Reclu.se, ‘is the life of 
nature, .solitaiy, ^clf-sufii( ing, nnd independent. 
The w olf calls not the wolf to aid him in forming 
Ills den , and tlio vulture invites not another to 
assist lier in striking down lier jirey.' 

‘And when they are unable to prdbure them- 
.selves support,’ said Isabella, judiciously think- • 
lUg he would be most acecssil»lo to argument 
couched in liis own metaiihorical style, ‘what 
then is to befall them ? ’ 

‘Let them .staive, tlie, and be forgotten : it Is 
the common lot of bumanity.’ 

‘ It is the lot of the wild tribes of nature,* said 
Isabella, ‘ but chiefiy of those who arc destined 
to support themselves by rapine, which brooks 
no partner ; but it is not the law of natnm in 
general ; even the lower orders have confederacies 
for mutual defence. But mankind— the raos 
w’ould perish did they cease to aid each othsir*-v 
From tlie time that the mother binds the dihild^s 
head, till the moment that some kind ^istAnt 
wdiHis the death-damp from the brow djing» 

we cannot exist without mutol help. AU, tSiere- 
Are, that need aid, have right to atk it their 
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; no one who has the x^ower of 
gFajntinfi Oaai Mftiae it without guilt. ’ 

/iLnain this simple hope, Xl^or maiden,* said 
th^ fitiUtanr, ' thou hast come into the desert, to 
seek ono whose wish it were that the league uiou 
hast spoken of were broken for ever, and that, 
in vety truth, the whole raoe should perish 1 
Wert tliou not flight coed ? ’ 

* Misery, * said Isabi lla firmly, ‘ is 8Ux»erior to 
fear.* 

*Haat thou not heard it said in thy mortal 
world that I have leagued myself with other 
powers, deformed to tho eye, and malevolent to 
the human race ns myself ? Hast thou not heard 
this ? — and dost thou seek my cell at midnight C 

* The Being I worship sux>]>orts me against such 
idle fears,’ said Isabella ; but the increasing 
agitation of her bosom belied the aflbeted courage 
vmich her wor^ expressed. 

‘Ho I ho ! ’ said the Dwarf, ‘ thou vauntest 
thyself a philosoidicr ? Yet, shouldat thou not 
have thought of the dangcM- of entrusting thyself, 
young and heAUtiful, in t he x)o\ver of one so sxuted 
against humanity, as to ])laee his chief X)1e{isure 
. in eifacing, destroying, and degrading her luiiest 
works ? ' 

Isabella, much .ilanned, c‘ontiinied to answer 
with firmness, ‘ Whatever injuries you imiy have 
sustained in the woild, you are itiea[)ahlc of 
revenging them on one w^ho never wronged you, 
nor, wilfully, any other.’ 

* Ay, but, maiden,’ ho eontiiined, his dark eyes 
flashing with an expression of nialignity width 
communicated itself to his wild and (listorted 
features, ‘revenge is the hungiy wolf, whieh asks 
only to tear flesh and laj) blood. Think ;yon the 
lamb’s plea ot iiinooenee would be listened to by 
him?’ 

‘ Man ! * said iMibella, rising, and expressing 
herself with much dignity, *1 tear not the horiihle 
ideas with which you would impress me. 1 east 
them from mo with disdain. Be you nioital or 
fiend, you would not otter injury to one who 
sought yon as a sujixdiaiit in her utmost need. 
You wduld not — you durst not.’ 

‘Thou say’st tndy, imudeii,’ rejtiined the 
Solitary; ‘1 dare not— I would not. Begone 
to thy dwelling. Fear nothing with w’hieli they 
threaten thee. Thou hast asked jny protection — 
thou shalt find it ottcctual.’ 

‘ But, father, this very niglit I have consented 
to wed the Uan tliat I abhor, or 1 must i)ut tlie 
seal to my father’s ruin.’ 

‘ This night ?“at wrhat hour ? ’ 

*Ere midnight ! * 

‘And twilight,’ said tlie Dwarf, ‘has already 
passed away. But Jear nothing, tlierc is ainxdo 
time to protect thee.’ 

‘And my father?* continued Isabella, in a 
supri^t tone. ' 

^xhy fikther,’ replied tho Dwmf, ‘ lias Wii, and 
is, my most bitter enemy. But fear not ; thy 
shall save him. And now% begone ; were 
I #koep thee longer by me, 1 might again fall 
in^ #10 Stm^d dreams concerning human worth 
from Whif]h 1 have been so fearfully awakened. 
.But flaar Aothing— at tho very foot of the altar I 
^vill rsd«am.thde. Adieu. Time presses, and 1 
mhafcaet !* 

Ha led her .to the door of the hut, which he 


im 


apehed A>r her departure. She remounted her 
horse, which had been feeding in the outer en^ 
closure, and pressed him forward by the light of 
the moon^ which was now rising, to the spot whore 
she had loft Ratcliffe. 

‘Have you succeeded?’ was his fimt oeger 
question. 

‘ 1 liavc obtained jiromises from him to whom 
you sent mo ; but how^ can he iKissibly accomplish 
them ? ’ 

‘Thank Clod ’ ’ said Bateliffc ; ‘doubt not his 
l>ow'er to fulfil his [n-omise.* 

At this moment a sin ill wdiistle w’as hoard to 
resound along the heath. 

‘Hark!’ said Riitelittc, ‘be calls mo. — Miss 
Yere, Tctnni lionn', and leave unbolted the 
liostern-door of the garden ; t(» that Avliich opens 
on the hack stairs 1 have a i»rivate ki'y.’ 

A second whistle was heard, j’ct more shrill 
and xirolonged than the first. 

‘I come, 1 come,’ said Katehtte ; and, sotting 
Spill’S to his horse, lode over the lieath Li the 
direction ofthe Keeliise’s hut. Miss Vere returned 
to the castle, the mottle of the animal on which 
she rode, and her owui anxiety oJ mind, combin- 
ing to aeeel(‘i*ate her journey. 

She obeyed Batclific’s direc f ions, though with- 
out well .ipjneliemliiig tliiui pnijiose, and, leaving 
her horse .it large in a paildoek near the gai'den. 
Imnied to her own apartnienl, w bich she reached 
without observation. She now unbolted her 
door, and rang her bell for lighls. Her father 
ap})eared along with the serxant W’ho answered 
her summons. 

‘lie had been tw'ie(‘,’hc said, ‘ listening at her 
door <iunng the two hours tbut Ii.kI (dux>sed since 
lie left her, and, not hcuiing her speak, had 
heeomo a])jirebeiisivo that she was takcu ill,* 

‘And iiow^, my dear father,' she said, ‘permit 
me to claim the ])romise you so kindly gave ; let 
the last laonients of fieedom wbieh 1 am to ciyoy 
he mine without interrujitioii ; and jirotract to 
tho last moment the res])ite which is alWod me,* 

‘I will,’ sai<l her father ; ‘nor shall you again 
he inteiTUjited. But this disoitlered dress —this 
dishevelled hair-do not h»t mo tind you thus 
w^heu 1 call on y(»u again ; the saerifico, to be 
beneficial, must bo voluntarv.’ 

‘ Must it be so i ’ she iqiried ; ‘ then fear nqty 
my father ! the victim shall lie adoriiod,* 


CHAPTF^'R XVL 

This looks not like a nuptial. 

Mlcu Ado about Nothing. 

( 

The chapel in tho castic of Ellicslaw, destined 
to lie the scene of this ill-omened union, was a 
building of much older date than the castle itselfii 
though that claimed considerable antiquity. 
Before tho w'l^rs between Kn^^land and Scotland ^ 
ha<l become so common and of such long duration, ' 
that the buildings along both sides of tlie Border 
w ere chiefly dedicated to warlike jmrtiosos, there 
had been a small settlement of monks atBllieelaw, 
a dopendonoy, it is believed by antiquaries, on 
the rich Abbey of Jedburgh. Their xws^^ons 
had long passed kway under the changes' iintro- 
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4bill0|N$ ftnd mi»tiial ravage. A fimtdiil 

tChiti^ hm adctdtt on the ruin of their oella^ dnd 
th^ /ellftpel was included in its precincts. 

edw$e, in its round arches and massiye 
pfilsrdf the simplicity oi which referred their date 
to what has been called the Saxon architecture, 
present^ at all times a dark and sombre appear- 
ance, and had been fiequently used as the ceme- 
tery bf the family of the feudal lords, as well as 
formerly of the monastic brethren. But it looked 
doubly gloomy by the effect of the few and smoky 
torches which were used to enlighten it on the 
present occasion, and \\hich, S 2 )readmg a glare of 
yellow light in their immediate vicinity, were 
suiTOundcd beyond by a red and purple halo 
reflected from their own smoko, and beyond that 
Sgain by a zone of datkiiess which magnified tho 
extent of the chapel, while it rendered it im^ms- 
sible for the eye to abctilaiu its limits. Some 
injudicious omaments, adopted in haste for tho 
Otsoasion, latlier added to the dTeaiiness of the 
scene. Old fiagrnents ol t.i])esliy, tom from the 
walls of other apaiirncnts, had bien hastily and 
])artial1y disjiosed aiound those of the thaj)cl, 
and mingled inconsistently "vvitli sciiUheona and 
funeral einblenis of the dead, which they else- 
where exhibited. On odch side of the stone alUr 
was a nioniiment, the ai)pearance of which foimed 
an equally strange oontiast. On tho one was the 
in stone, of some grim lierinit, or monk, 
wno had died in the odour of sanctity ; he was 
reposeiitcd as recumbent, in his cowl and acapii- 
laire, with his face turned upward as in tlie act of 
devotion, and liis hands folded, from which his 
string of beads was deijeiident. On tlie other 
side was a tomb, in the Italian taste, comj)osed 
of the most beautiful statuaiy marble, and ac- 
counted a model of modern ait. It was erected 
to the memory of Isabella’s mother, tho late 
Mrs, Vore ol Elln^slaw, w ho was icprcsenlcd as in 
ft dying posture, while a w e(*jnng cliciub, w ith eyes 
ftyertea, seemed in tho act of cxtinmushnig a 
dying lamp as emblematic of her speedy dissolu- 
tion, It was, indeed, a iiiastn piece of ait, but 
misplaced in tho lude vault to w inch it had been 
consigned. Many were siiipi ised, and even scan- 
dalized, that Ellioslaw, not rcniai kable for atten- 
tion to his lady while alive, should erect after 
her death such a cosily mausoleum in affected 
sorrow ; otlieis clcaiecl him from the imputation 
of hypocrisy, and avcired that tlie monument 
had Dfeen eonstiuctcd uiulcr the diiection and at 
the sole expense of Mi . Ratcliflo. 

Before tnese monuments tho wedding guests 
were assembled. They weio few in number ; for 
'las^ny had left the castle to prcpaio for tho ensu- 
ing political ex^dosion, and Ellioslaw was, in the 
drbumstances of the case, far from being desirous 
io extend invitations further than to those near 
rillations whose presence the customof the country 
li^ende^d indii^usable. Next to tho altar stood 
ilFxiederick Langley, dark, moody, and thought- 
ful)^ evan beyond his w'unt, and near him, Mare- 
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who was to play the })art of 'bridesman, as 
It otillad. The thoughtless humour of this 
jgontleinan, on which he never deigned to 
the Jaaitratraint, added to the olond which 


this Wow of the bridegroom. 

? f^aW^iBhotyatcomootttofh^rohftttiber,' 
|||#wl|Wpeiftd,toBir atrw»tthatw« 


away with twice in two days, thotigh I 
none better worth such a yiolant ocmsipliiuaut/ 

Sir Frederick attempted to turn a daaf aW to 
this discourse, humming a tuna, and looldng 
another way, but Mareschal proceeded in l^aame 
wild manner. 

* This delay is hard upon Dr. Hobblor, Whdyms 
disturbed to accelerate ))ieparationa for tids joyfbl 
event wdien he had successfully ex tinted the oork 
of his third bottle. I ho])e you wiU keep hin^ flnje 
of tho censure of Ins siqieriors, for 1 taxe it tb^ 
is beyond canonical hours. — But here come Bllias* 
law and my pretty cousin — ^prettier than ever, I 
think, w ere it not she sf^ems so faint and so deadly 
pale. — Haik ye, Sir Knight, if she says not tiss 
with right good wdll, it shall be no wedding, for 
all that has come and gone yet.* 

' No wedding, sir ? ' returned Sir Frederick, In a 
loud whis])cr, the tone of which indicated that his 
angiy feelings woic su])j)ressed wdth difficulty. 

‘ No —no marriage,’ replied Mareschal ; Hhere’s 
my hand and ghno on’t.’ , 

Sir Fi edei ic k Ld ngley took his hand, and, as he 
w lung it hard, said in a low ci w hisper, * Mareschq], 
}ou shall answer tliis,’ and then flung his hand 
fioin him. 

‘That I will readily do,* said Mareschal, *for 
never a word escaped my li]>s that my hand was 
not leady to guarantee. —So speak up, my pretty 
cousin, and tell me if it be your free will and ui>* 
biassed resolution to accept of this gallant knight 
for your loid and husband ; for if you have%o 
tenth pait of a scruple upon the subject, fall back, 
fall edge, he shall not have you.’ 

‘Are you mad, Mr. Mareschal?* said Ellies- 
Idw, who, having been this young man*s guardian 
during his minority, often emidoyed a tone of 
authoiity to him. ‘Do you suppose 1 would 
drag my daughter to tho loot of the a|tar, were 
it not her own choice * * 

‘Tut, ElliesUw,* retorted th^ young gentle- 
man, ‘never tell me of tho contrary ; nor eyes 
aie full of tears, and her cliceks are whiter than 
her white dicss. I must insist, in the name 
of common humanity, that the ceremony be 
adjourned till to-moriow.* 

‘ She shall tell you herself, thou inoorrigihle 
iiitermcddler in what concerns thee not, that it 
IS her wish tho ceremony should go on»^Xs it 
not, Isabella, my dear ? * 

‘It is,’ said Isabella, half fainting—* *S|noo 
there is no help either in God or man.” 

The first word alone was distinctly audible. 
Moiesehal shrugged up his shoulders and stSpped 
back. Ellieslaw led, or rather supported, nia 
daughter to tho altar. Sir Frodenck moved 
forward and placed himself by her sid^. The 
cler^maii opened his prayor-book, and looked 
to Mr. Yore for the signal to oomm^ttte 
service. f 

‘ Pioceed,* ^aid the latter. ^ iiL 

But a voice, as if issuing flrom the tendi wm 
deceased wife, called, in such loud and^wtli 
aooents as awakened every eoho In the vaulted 


chapel, * Forbear I * 

All were mute and motio) 
rustle, and the clash of s# 
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from the miiote a|wu^ 
It.emed ^ost iustautly. 

' mw device is this ? ’ euiid Sir Frederick 
BllieslaW and Mareschal witii a 
gliiu^ of inftli^ant suspicion. 

'* It oaa be but the frolic of some intemiHsratc 
meat, ^ eaid Bllieslaw, though greu tly coufouii ded ; 
' W6 nMiat make large allowances lor the exeosH 
of this evening’s festr* ty. Proceed with the 
serdee.’ 

Before the clergyman could obey, the saint* 
prohibitien which they had belbrc heard was re- 
peated from the same sj>ot. The female attend- 
ants screamed, and ded from the chapel; the 
geintlemen laid their hands on their swords. Ere 
the first moment of surprise had i)asbed by, the 
Dwarf stepped from behind the monument, and 
placed himself full in front of Mr. Vcrc. Tlio 
effect of so strange and liideous an ajiiiarition, in 
SU^ a place and in such circumstances, api)alled 
all present, but seemed to annihilate the Laiid 
of wieslaw, who, droj^ping his daughter’s arm, 
stag^red against the nearest pillar, and, clasping 
it ^h his hands as if for support, laid liis brow 
against the column. 

* "WTio is this fellow V said Sir Frederick ; *and 
w]iat does he mean by this intrusion ? * 

*It is one who comes to tell ^ou,’ said the 
Dwarf, with the peculiar acrimony which usually 
marked his manner, *tliat, in marrying that 
vounglady, you wed neither the heiress of Ellies- 
law, nor of Mauley Hall, nor of Polvertoii, nor of 
one ftifrow of land, unless she marries with my 
consent ; and to thee that eon sent shall never be 

g 'ven. Doto — down on tliy knees, and thank 
eaven that thou art prevented from wedding 
qualities with which thou hast no concern — por- 
tionless truth, virtue, and innocence. And thou, 
base ingrate,’ ho continued, addressing himself 
to Bllieslaw, *what is thy wretched subterfuge 
now ? Thou, who wouldst sell thy daughter to 
relieve t^jee from danger, as in famine thou 
wouldst have slain and devoured licr to preserve 
thy own vile life ! Ay, hide thy face with thy 
hands; well inaycst thou blusli to look on him 
whose body thou didst consign to eliaius, hi** 
hand to guilt, and his soul to misery, li^ved 
once more By the virtue of her who calls 

C father, go hence, and may the jmrdoii and 
efits I confer on thee prove litoral coals of 
fire, till thy bmin is sealed and scorched like 

mine!* p, 

Bllieslaw left the chapel with a gesture of mute 
despair, * 


‘Follow him, Hubert Ratcliffe,’ sjiid the Dwarf, 
‘and inform him of his destiny. Ho will rejoice 
to breathe air and to handle gold is to him 
bap^nees/ 

understand nothing of all this,’ said Sir 
FredSriok Langley ; ‘but we are here a body of 
gentlamen in arms and authority for King James ; 
ali4 wk^henyou really, sir, be that Sir Edward 
'i^bo has been so long supposed dead 
in ramement, or whether you be an impostor 
asstpHo^ hid name and title, we will use the 
detaining you, till yonr appearance 
bere^ aH likis moment, is better accounted for ; 
we wi)) bare no spies among ns. Seiae on him, 
my fiMnds/ 

shrunk book in doubt and 


aktm. Ifeikriek hiumelf stepped fbrward 
towards tbe Imnss, is if to lay bands on bis 
nelson, wbon his progress was suddenly stopped 
!)y the glittering point of a partisan, wbiob tbo 
sturdy bafid of iTobbie Elliot presented agtdnst 
his bosom, 

‘ I’ll gar daylight shine through ye, if ye Offer 
to steer him I’ said the stout Imraerer ; ‘StSnd 
back or I’ll strike ye through I Kaobody shall 
lay a finger on Elshio ; he's a canny, neigbW^l!^ 
man, aye ready to make a friend help; apd, 
though yc may think him a lamitcr, yet, 
for grii»pio, friend. I’ll wad a wether ho’ll miMca 
the blude siiin frao under your nails. He’s 
a teiigh carle, Elshiel he grips like a smith’s 
vice.' 

‘AVhat has brc.ught you boro, Elliot T said 
Mareschal ; ‘ who called on you for interference I* 

‘Troth, Mai’esehal Wells, ’^answered Hobbie, *I 
am just come here, wi’ twenty or throtty mair o' 
us, in my aiu name .and the King’s — or queen’s, 
ca* they her ? and Canny Elshie’s into the baigatn, 
to kee]> the pcaec, and i)uy baek some ill usage 
Ellieslaw has gicn me. A boniiie breakfast the 
loons gao mo the itlior morning, and him at tlio 
bottom on’t ; and trow ye I wasna ready to supper 
him iq)? Ye iioedna lay your hands on your 
swords, gentlemen, the Iionso is ours wi’ nttle 
din ; for the doors were open, and there had been 
ower niucklo jmncli ainang your folk ; wo took 
tbeir swords and 2 >hitols as easily as yc wad shiel 
2 )oaco(ls.* 

Mareschal rushed out, and immediately re- 
entered the cha})el. 

‘ By Heaven ! it is true, Sir l^’redonok ; tbe 
house is filled with aimed imui, and our drunken 
beasts are all disarmed. Draw, and let us fight 
our way.’ 

‘ Biiiiia rabli— biiina rash,’ exclaimed Hobbie ; 
‘ hear mo a bit. We mcau ye uac harm ; but, as 
ye are in arms for King James, as ye ca’ him, and 
the prelates, we thought it right to keep up the 
Huld neighbour war, and stand up for tbe t'other 
anc and the Kirk ; but wc’ll no hurt a hair 0* 
your heads, if ye like to gang hanie (|uictly. And 
it will bo your best ^vay, for there’s sure Tl||iws 
come frao Louden, tliat him they ca’ Bang, or 
Byng, or wiiut is’ I, lias bang’d the French snips 
and the new king all* tlie coast however ; sae ye 
had bc*st bide content wi’ auld Nanse * for want 
of a lietter queen.’ 

Rahdifi'e, who at this moment entered, con<t 
firmed tlici^e a(x*ounls so unfavourable to tbe 
.lacobito interest. Sir Frodchek, almost in- 
stantly, and without taking leave of any one, 
left the castle, with such of his attendants as 
wore able to follow him, 

‘And what will you do, Mr. Maresclial?’ said 
Ratclifle. 

‘ Why, faith,’ answered he, smiling, ‘T[ hardly 
know; my sinrit is too great, and iny fortune 
too small, for me to follow .the example of the 
doughty bridegroom. It is not in my nature^ 
and it is hardly worth my while.* 

‘ Well, then, disperse your men, and remain 
quiet, and this will bo overlooked, as there hae 
been no overt act.’ 

‘Hout, ay,’ said Elliot, ‘just let byganes be 
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and a* friends apjain ; deil ano I boa? 
itkalioa at btit 'Wo^ttmniflat, and I har gien him 
baith a h(jt akin and a canid auo. 1 hadna 
throo blowh of the hroadHWor<l wi* him 
hafbre he loj) the window into tlic r'astle-nioat, 
and scattered tliroiij?li it like a wikl-dnek. He’s 
a clover fallow, indeed ♦ inann kilt awa wi’ ao 
hcnnle loss in the inoniinf», and another at night, 
less W'adna serve him ’ hut if he disna kilt liim- 
«oIf otifc o* the eounti}", I’se kilt him ni’ n tow% 
for the Oastleton nieetiug’s clean lilawm o^^el j 
hifl Mends will no eouiilonanee him.* 

During tin* general eon fusion, Isabella had 
thrown herself at the feet of her kinsman, Sii 
Kdward Mauley, for so we miisl now eall the 
Solitary, to e\]ires^ at ome hei gialitnde, and to 
hoseeeh forgivem'ss for h(‘i falhei. The e)<‘s <»l 
all began to l>o fi\ed on tlieiii, ns st>oii as iheir 
own agitation ‘ind the husih* of the attendaniM 
had somewhat abated. Mis*' Veie kneeled beside 
tjje tomb of her motliei, to whose statue lier 
features e\hil)ifed a nwuked lesenihlaiiee. 81 h‘ 
hold the hand of the Dwarf, aaIucIi she kissed le- 
l^atedly and halhed wjth tears. He stood fisid 
and motionless, e\cej)liiig that his eyes glanced 
alternately on the marble figure and tlie living 
suppliant. At Icngtli, the luge diojis wliieh 
gathered on his eyelashes conipelJed liiiii to diaw 
his hand aeioss them. 

*I thonglit,’ he .said, ‘that tenrs and I had 
done ; but we she I tbem at our bulb, and tin ir 
spring dries not until w e ai (‘ in our gia\ es. Ihit 
no melting of tlu heart shill dissolve my lesolu- 
tioii. 1 ])«iit h( le, ai oiKt, and for tv< i, with all 
of whidi the niemoiy’ (looking to the toinld, 
*or the jneseme’ (lu* jiressid bahel]a*shand), ‘is 
dear to me. ik m^t to me ' attempt not to 
thw’art uiy detti miii itioii t it w ill ai ail nothing, 
you will heal of and sei* this him]) of deformity 
no moie. To you I shall he dead eie 1 am 
notuall}’' in my gi ive, and you will tliiiik ot me 
as of a friend diseiuiiinliered from the toils and 
crimes of evisieuee.* 

He kissed I'^ibella on the ton lx ad, impnssed 
Another kiss on the blow'' of tie A tix 1)} wh di 
Sh#knelt, and k fttheeha])el, follow edbyKaleblle. 
Isabella, almost exliaiisted by tlie emotions of the 
day, wraa eniiied to ber ujiartmeiit by Iier women. 
Most of the other guests dis})eisod, after huMiig 
separately endeaioured to impress on nil who 
would listen to Diem their disa) piohation of the 
jdots formed agiinst the govrrmnent, or then 
regret for having engaged in them. Hohhu* 
Elliot assumed the eoimuaml of the castle for the 
night, and mounted a regnler guaid. He boast«'<l 
not a little of the alacrity w itli wJiieh his fj lends 
and he had obeyed n hasty summons i eeeived fjom 
Klahie through the faith Ini Katdifle. And it was 
a jiioky^ohanee, ho snid, iliat on that very day 
thay h4d got nolue tint AVesibnrnflat did not 
intend to koej) his Liyst at ( '.istletoii, hut to 
luoild them at dehunec ; so that a eonsiderable 
* jariy had assembled at the Ilcugh-foot, with the 
' fnWt^on of paying a visit to tho robbers tow‘’r 
on the onauing inornmg, and tbeir course was 
iHMiQy directed to Kllioslaw Castle. 


CHAPTMIt XYU. 

Last scene of all. 

To close this strange eventful history. 

As Vou LIKS IT. 

Ov the ncKt morning, Mr. RatoUffo presented 
Miss Veie with a letter from her father, of yfhioh 
the follow ing is tlie tenor : 

‘My iinvKKsr Ciiiim, 

‘The malice of a jierseeutiug government Will 
eom])el me, for my ow^n safety, to retreat abroad, 
and to remain ioi some time in foreign parts^ I 
do not ask you to aeeomiiany, or follow mo; you 
wdll attend to my interest and your own more 
effectually by remaining where you arc. It is 
linnet, ssary to r liter into a minute detail con- 
eeining the causes of the strange events Which 
yesterday took ])laee. I think I have reason to 
complain of tlie usage 1 have received from Sii‘ 
EdwMvd Manley, who is yonr nearest kinsman by 
the mother’s side ; hut as he has declared you his 
lieir, and is to put you in immediate possession 
of a large jiait of his foi Inne, 1 account it a full 
alonement. I am awaio lio has never forgiven 
the preference wdiieh your mother gave to wiy 
addresses, inst(*nd of eomjilynig with the tems 
of a sort of l.nnily eomjiaet, which absurdly and 
tyniniiically desfiiiefl lier to w’ed her deformed 
lebitive. Tlu* sho(*k W'ns even sufficient to un- 
settle his wits (wdiieh, indeed, were never oVei- 
w^ell arranged), and 1 had, ns tlie husband of his 
nearest kinswomnii and heir, the delicate task of 
taking fare of his peisoii and i>roj)erty, until ho 
was leinstiled in the management of the latter 
by those wl^) no doubt thought they wore doing 
liini justice ; although, if some parts of his sub- 
seipiciit conduct ho examined, it will appear that 
he ought, ior his own sake, to have been left 
under the inHueuce ot a mild and salutary 
lestiaiiit. % 

‘ In one ]>artioular, liowTver, ho showed a sense 
of the ties ol blood, ns well as of his own frailty ; 
lor while ho sequestered himself closel/iroxh the 
world, under vaiious names and disguises, and 
insisted on spreading a lejioit of lus pwn death 
(in wdiieh to giatily him I willingly acquiesced), 
he left at iny disposal the routs of a great propoi'^ 
tioii of his estates, and especially all those Which, 
having belonged to your mother, reverted to him 
as a male fief. In this he may^ave thought 
1 hat he was acting with ext i erne generosityj while; 
in the opinion ot all inqiartial men, he will only 
he eonsideveJ ns haying fulfilled a natural obliga- 
tion, seeing that, in justice, if not in strict law, 
yon must ho coiisidei cd as the heir of your mother, 
and I ns your legal administrator. Inst^, t3ier^- 
fore, of considering myself as loaded with oVltea- 
tioiis to Sir Edward on this account, I th^k 1 
had reason to eoini>lain that these reml^ftfliUeefi 
w’ere only doled ont to mo at the pleasure of Mr. 
Uatclilfe, who, moreover, exacted from xne mort- 
gages over my paternal estate of Ellieslaw fat any 
sums wliieh 1 required as an extra advauee ;*aud 
thus mav bo said to have insinuated himself into 
the absolute management and iwmtrol df my pro- 
pcTi^. Or, if all this seeming frienddtbto ms 
employed by Sir Edward to pdtp^ Of ob- 
taiiviug n oomplcto command Of my and 


( 



df fuiningnae at liid please, 
1 repeat, still less bound by 

autumn of last year, as I uiidcr- 
3tau4>'4'^sr >hiB own crazed iini^nation, or the 
aGcbmpUsiiment of some sucli scheme as 1 have 


MliteiC'brOrtglit him down to this country. His 
aQegOa motive, it seerr s, was a desire of seeing 


aQegOd motive, it seerr s, was a desire of seeing 
a monument which he iiad diiected to bo raised 
in the chapel over the tomb of your mother, 
litrl Batoline, who at this time liad done mo the 
honour to make niy house his own, had the 
complaisance to introduce him secretly into tluj 
chapel* The consequence, as he iiifoniis m<i, 
was a frenzy of several hours, during which he 
fled into the neighbouring moors, in one of the 
wildest spots of which ho chose, when lie was 
somewhat recovered, to fix his mansion, and set 
Up for a sort of country empiric, a character 
which, even in his best days, lie was fond of 
assuming. It is remarkable, that, instead of 
informing me of these circumstances, that I 
might have had the relative of my late wife 
taken such care of as his calamitous condition 
Inquired, Mr. Ratcliffc seems to have had such 
culpable indulgence for his irregular i)laiis as to 

S 'omise and even swear sccrcc}' coiiccriiiiig theju. 

e visited Sir Edward often, and assisted in the 
fantastic task he had taken upon him of con- 
structing a hermitage. Nothing they appear to 
have dreaded more than a discovery of their 
intercourse. 

‘The ground was open in every direction 
around, and a small subterranean cave, probably 
sepulchral, which their researches had detected 
near the great granite pillai’, served to conceal 
Ratcliffc when any one approached his master. 

I l^ink you will be of opinion, my love, that 
this seoTCcy must have had some strong motive. 

It is also remarkable, that while 1 thought my 
unhappy friend was residing among the Monks 
of La jBrappo, he should have been actually 
livin|if,.for many months, in this bizarre disguise, 
AvithSv five miles of my house, and obtaining 
regular* information of my most private move- 
ments, eitlier by Ratclifle, or through Westbnrn- 
flat or others, whom he had llie means to bribe 
to any extent, lie makes it a crime against mu 
that I endeavoured to establish your maiTiagf3 
with Sir Frederick. I acted for the best ; but 
if Sir Edwai-d Mauley thought otherwise, why 
did. he not^tep manfully forward, express jiis 
own, purpose of becoming a party to the settle- 
ments) and take that interest which he is 
entitM to claim in you as heir to his great pro- 
per^t 

*'£ven now, though your rash and eccentric 
relation is somcwliat t^dy in aniiouiicing his 
t am far from opposing my authority 
ag 8 ^)&thiaJvishe 3 , although the person ho desims 
as your future husband be young 
,Sarz^j(im whom 1 should have 

likely to he acceptable to hiim consider- 
fatal event. But I gi^ my free 
oOnsont, providing the settlements ' 
. snoh an irrevocable form as may 

from suffering by that state of 
and that' eudden and causeless 
Vi^Ma)<^'al.idwance$, ,d£ which I have ’ m nmeh : 


‘■laujptfi yi^'-iiulX^W.nownca^v 'He.is'nothkeV 
to ciaun the lUi^d of a dowerless maiden^ 1 
therefore commit you, mv dear Isabella, to Ihe 
wisdom of Providence ana to your own prudejiee, 
begging you to lose no time in securing 
advantages, which the fickleness of your'kintaian 
has withdrawn from me to shower upon yoU.' . 

‘ ^Ir. Raielille mentioned Sir Edward’s ipt^- , 
tion to settle a ooiisiderable sum upon mc yea|||^> 
for my maintenance in foreign parts; but tfi|# 
my heart is too proud to accept frolm hlim f ; 
told him I had a dear child, who, while in aflSu* 
ence herself, would never sillier me to be itt, 
poverty. I thought it right to intimate this to 
him pretty roundly, that whatever increase be 
settled upon you, it may be calculated so as to 
cover this necessary and iiatiiml encumbrance* 

I shall willingly settle upon you the castle khd 
manor of Ellieslaw, l,o show my parental affcoMou 
and disinterested zeal for promoting your settle- 
ment in life. The annual interest of debts 
charged on the estate somewhat exceeds the iii- 
coiiie, even after a reasonable rent has been put 
n[)on the mansion and mains. But as all the 
debts arc in the person of 3ilr. Ratcliffc, as your 
kinsjiian’s trustee, he will not bo a troublesome 
creditor. And here I must make you aware, 
that though I have to complain of Mr. RateUffe’s 
conduct to me personally, 1, novcrtlielcss, believe- 
him a just and upright man, with whom you 
may safely consult on your aifairs, not to menfiou 
that to cherish his good opinion will be the best 
way to retain that of your kinsman. Remember 
mo to Marchie — I hope ho will not ho troubled 
on account of late matters. I will write more 
fully from the Continent. ^Meanwhile, I rest 
your loving father, Ricuajid Vbkbj.’ 

The above letter throws the only additional 
light which w'e have been able to procure upon 
the earlier part of our story. It was Hobble’s 
opinion, and may be that of most of our readers, 
that the Recluse of Miicklestanc Moor had but a 
kind of gloaming, or twilight understanding;, 
and that he had neither very clear views as to 
what he himself wanted, nor was apt to pursue 
his ends by the clearest and most direct means : 
so that to seek the clue of his condiiot, was 
likened, by Ilobbio, to looking for a straight 
path through a common, over which are' a 
hundred devious tracks, but not one distihet 
line of I’oad. 

‘When Isabella had perused the letter, her lh:st, 
inqiiiiy was after her father. Ho had left the 
castle, she was informed, early in the morning, 
after a long interview with Mr. Ratcliffe, and 
was already far on his way to the next pott, 
where he might expect to find shipping for .the 
Continent. 

‘ Where was Sir Edward Mauley ? ' 

No one had seen the Dwarf since the e^ventful 
scene of the preceding evening. 

‘*0d, if onything has befa’en pnix i^sMe/ 

I said Hobbie Elliot, ‘ I wad rather I were hprled 
ower again.* « V , 

He immediately rode to his dwelling, 

^ remaining she-goat came bleating to meet 
her mllkli^-thne wa8.1<^ng pa^. 

Was jiowheri;th seen ; hfs dobr , & 




WA VJSXIJSr JffOVSLS 


wlMiiAt iMM l«lt in tite state vbloh it exUbHed 
<# 'Visit to l)ijn. It was pwtty dear 

wt tb^ means of conveyance wkic)i bad broi^bt 
m J>Wf to J^lieslaw on tlio lu-ocoding evening, 
liM mimoved liiin from it to some otlier place 
of abode. Hobbio returned disconsolate to the 
owstle. 

‘ 1 am doubting we hao lost Canny Elshio for 
glide an* a’/ 

* You liave indeed,’ said Ratclilfe, producing a 
paper, whi<5h lio put into Bobbie’s baiuis ; ‘but 
read that, and yon will ])erceivo you have been 
no loser by having known him.* 

It was a short deed of gift, by which ‘Sir 
Edward Mauley, otherwise called Elshender the 
Beoluse, endowed Balbeit or Bobbie Elliot, and 
Grace Armstrong, in full jiroperty, with a con- 
aiderablo sum borrowed by Elliot from him.* » 

Bobbie’s joy was mingled with feelings which 
brought tears down his rough cheeks. 

* It’s a queer thing,’ ho said ; ‘ but I canna 
joy in the gear, unless I kon’d the puir body w.is 
hapny that gave it me.’ 

^Ifext to enjoying happiness ourselves,’ said 
Batclifie, ‘ is the consciousness of having licstowed 
it on others. Bad all my master’s benefits been 
conferred like the present, what a different leturii 
would they have produced 1 But the indiscrini- 
iuate profusion that would glut avarice, or supply 
prodigality, neither does good, nor is reuarcled 
by gratitude. It is sowing the wind to reap llie 


whirlwind.’ 

* And that wad be a light har'st,’ said Bobbie ; 

• but, wi’ my young Icddy’s leave, I wad fain 
take down Elsnic’s skeps o’ bees, and set them | 
in Grace’s bit flowcr-yaid at the Ilough-foot - 
they shall ne’er be smeekit by ony o* huz. And 
the puir goat, she would bo negleckit about a 
great toxin like this ; and she could feed bonnily 
on our lily lea by the bui n side, and the hounds 
wad ken ner in a dsy’s time, and never fasli liei, 
sml Grace wad milk her ilka morning wi’ her ain 
hand, for Elshie’s sake; for though ho was 
tlirawn and cankered in liis converse, ho liket 
dumb creatures wecl.’ 

Bobbie’s requests were readily granted, not 
without some wonder at the natural delicacy of 
feeling which pointed out to him this mode of 
displaying his gratitude. Ho was delighted 
when katclilfe infoiined him that his beiielactor 
should not remain ignorant of the care which lie 
took of his favourite. 

* And mind be sine and tell him that grannie 
i|^nd the titties, and, abune a', Giaoe and 
myBet**, are weel and thriving, and that it’s a’ 
his doing —that canna but please him, ano wad 

^d Elliot and the family at ITeugh-foot were, 
imm continued to be, as fortunalo and happy os 
Wstsndnunted honesty, tendctiiess, and gallantly 
merited. 

idllbar between thcmairiage of EavuselifFaiid 
< was now removed, and the .settlements 

jpllh Batellife produeod on the ])art of Sir 
jlwiilid Maul^nught have satisfied the cupidity 
himself. But Miss Yero and Rat- 
thiiif^t it unneoessary to mention to Earus- 
one great motive of Sit Edward, in thus 
young pair with benefits, was to 
' hie hevtOg many yeem before ehed the 


bWl of hie fathet in a heat^ bie^wL if it he 
ta^e, "as RatcUtfe asserted, that 
extreme misanthropy aoemed to rAn . eome^ 
what under the consoiousness of haviM 
happiness among so many, the reodlmetian of 
this circumstance might probably be one of hie 
chief motives for refusing obstfnaUly ever to 
witness their state of contentment. 

Marcsclial hunted, shot, and drank ola^et^ 

I tired of the country, went abroad, served tlwee 
I campaigns, came home, and married ? 4 ttoy 
Ildoiton. 

Yeais lied over the heads of Eanisoliflf and his 
wife, and found and left them contented and 
happy. The scheming ambition of Sir Eredetick 
Tjanglcy engaged liim in the unfortunate in- 
surrection of 1715. He was made prisoner at 
Preston, in Lancashire, with the Earl of Der- 
wentwaier, and others. Bis defence, and tlie 
dying speech which ho made at his execution, 
may bo found in the State Trials. Mr. Yere, 
suiiplied by bis daughter with an ample income, 
(‘ontinuofl to reside abjoad, engaged deeply in 
the affair of Law’s bank dining toe rejgonoy of 
the Duke of Oilcans, and was at one time sup- ‘ 
j>osed to bo immensely rich. But on the burst- 
ing of that famous bubble, he was so much 
chagiiiied at being again reduced to a moderate 
annuity (although ho saw thousands of his com- 
pauious in misfortune absolutely starving), that 
vexation of mind brought on a paralytic stroke, 
of wdiich he died, after lingering under its offeots 
a few weeks. 

Willie of Westburnflat fled from the wrath of 
Bobbie Elliot, as his botteis did from the pursuit 
of the law. Ilis patriotism urged him to serve 
his country abroad, while his reluctance to leave 
his native soil piessed him rather to remain in 
the beloved island, and collect purses, watches, 
and rings on Iho highroads at nome. Fortun- 
ately lor linn, the Inst impulse prevailed, aiid 
ho joined the army under Marlborough ;* obtained 
a commission, to which he was recommended by 
his services in collecting cattle for the (;ommis- 
siriat; returned home after many years, with 
some money (how come by. Heaven only knows), 
— demolished the p(‘el -house at Westburnflat, 
and built, in its stead, a high narrow onstedd, of 
three stoieys, with a chimney at each end-*-* 
drank brandy wdth the neighbours whom, in his 
younger days, ho had plundered-rdied in hSli 
bed, and is r eeorded upon his tombstone at Kilk- 
whistle (still extant), as having played all the 
parts of a bravt^ soldier, a discreet neighbour, and 
a sincere Christian. 

Mr. Batcliffo resided usually with the fhpiiBr 
at Ellioslaw, but reg[ularly every spring aim 
autumn he absented himself for about a 
On the direction and puroose of his periodiori 
journey he romaiued steadily silent ; but it tww . 
well understood that he was then in atteuidjiaiee 
on bis unfortunate patron. At length, UUt fak 
return from one of these visits, his gmVU Opufir 
tenanee, and deep mourning dress, onnouncitd to 
the Ellieslaw family that their benofibot^^W'^ 
no more. Sir EdwfU^’s death mode no addition 
to their fortune, for he had ditestod hhtMf of 
his property during his lifetime, ai|^ opieflF in 
their favour. Ratmiffe, hie sole K»oufidef«t. died 
at a good old age, but without mf namhkg the 





140 


plWtj^'WWqibfetainaaJer ha^ fiiwjly retired, or 
the ;^|i|Qipev hie death, or the place of hie 
biWtm >11 VHH supposed that on ajl these p^- 
tieuhini |Be patron had eigoined him strict 
sec^rapy* 

The. sudden disappearance of Elshie from his 
extl^dinaxy hermitage corroborated tlie reports 
which the common peoi)le had spread concerning 
him. Uany believed thi^t, having ventured to 
enter a consecrated building, contrary to his 
paption with the Evil One, he had been bodily 
carried off while on his return to his cottage ; 
but most are of opinion that be only disappeared 
for a season, and continues to be seen from time 
to time among the hills. And retaining, accord- 


iuff to OostoKi, a mure ycrid recollection of hie 
Wild and deB]:y^te kngua^, than of the heneVo* 
lent tendency of most of his actions, he is usually 
identified with the malignant demon called lihe 
Man of the^Moors, whose feats were quoted hy 
Mrs. Elliot to her grandsons ; and, aocordiUiE^y, 
is generally represented os bewitching the sheep, 
causing the ewes to keb, that is, to cost their 
lambs, or seen loosening the impending wreath 
ol snow to x>recipitatc its weight on such as take 
shelter, duiing the stonii, beneath the bank of a 
torrent, or under the shelter of a deep glen. In 
short, the evils most dreaded and deprecated by 
the inhabitants of that pastoral country, are 
asciibed to the agency oi the Hlack Dwahf. 


NOTES TO THE BLACK DWARF. 


Note A, p. xo8 .— Wili ie of Wpstburnpi at. 

This was in reality the designation of one of the lost 
Border robbers, at Ico^kt one^ of the lust Scotchmen who 
pursued that ancient profession, lie is probably placed 
about forty or fifty years too late by introducing him in 
the be^i^tnmng of the eighteenth centuty. 

He u said to have been condemned to death at the last 
Cire^t Court of Justicioiy which was held in the town of 
Selkirk When the judge was about to pronounce sentence, 
the prisoner arose, and, being a man of gieat strength, 
broke asunder one of the benches, and, seizing on a frag- 
ment, vras about to fight his way out of the court-house. 
But his copq)anions in misfortune, for several peisons had 
been convicted along with him, held his hands, and im- 
plored him to permit them to die the death of Cnristians ; 
and j^th he and they, agreeable to their decorous desire, 
had full h^ nours of rope and gallows. 

'Westhumdat itself is situate on the small river or brook 
called Hermitage, not far from its junction with the Liddel. 
(See abo introduction to * Johnie Armstrong,' MittstreUy 
ikt Border^ vol. L) 


Note B, p. xsd. — B order Jacobites. 

In’tOOnfiTmatiRn of what is said concerning the Bordci 
JaeoMtes of inferior rank, the reader may consult what is 
said hy |he Rev. Mr. Patten concerning the cavalry of the 
EarlofPerwen twater in 17x5. After giving some account 
of Ceptaina Hunter and Douglas, by each of whom a 
trow was levied, the historian adds- 
*To|fais account of these two gentlemen, I shall add as 
a pleaaHRt Ito^ what one was pleased to remark upon 
tkemt When be heard that Captain Hunter was gone 
withibb troop back into England, as was then given out, 
to taka up alerters for the whole army who were to follow. 
ai»d j&W npon General Carpenter and his small and 
WesMI ti^pioips i he said, “ Let but Hunter and Douglas 
wttll,uitrir men quaitcr near General Carpenter, ana in 
liuth iheyH not leanm them a horse to mount on.” His 
reaiKm If teppoted to be because these with their men had 
Miy Weil versed in horse-stealing, or at least sus- 
pecHfM m fbr an old Borderer was pleased to say, 
when WSA imortoed that a great many, If not all, the 
OOMl4hl|ows aq<r Suspected borse-stealers were gone into 


the rebellion, It is an ill wind blows nobody profit ; for 
now,” continued he, “I can leave my stable door unlocked 
and sleep sound since LucA’in^a’Ba^SLnd the rest are none 
to the wars ” ' — Hutory of the late Rebellion^ hy the Rev. 
Robert Patten. Second edition, London, 1717, p. 63. 


Note C. p. 128 .— Captain Green. 

This unfortunate mariner was commander of an armed 
vessel engaged in the East Indian trade, called the Wor- 
cester. Hu was seized at Edinburgh, and tried before 
the Admit alty Court there for an alleged act of piracy com- 
mitted on a vessel belonging to the Scottish Darien Com- 
pany, called the Rising Sun, the crew of which Green was 
said to have murdered, and plundered the ca^o* He 
suffered death^ with two others of his crew, for this alleged 
ufiTenre. of which he appeals to have been innocent, and 
certainly was not convicted 011 credible evidence.-^See 
the State Trials^ 1705, vol. mv .1 


NoieI) p. 129 .— Invasion by the Chevalier.* 

The period of the novel corresponds to the spring 6f X707. 
when an invasion hy the Chevalier St. George, at thti|h<im 
of an army of French auxiliaries, was imiversaily expOctedy 
and when the greater part of Scotland, dissatisfira with 
the Union, was well content to have received the heir of 
the House of Stuart with open arras. The alert conduct 
of Admiral Sir George Byng. who followed the iPrenidh 
squadron into the Firth of Forth, and the coldneM And 
indifference of the French commodore, Count Forbin, who 
refused to suffer the Chevalier to disembark, lost anoppor- 
tuniw which was the most favourable to the restoration of 
the Stuart line that had occurred since the Revolution. 
While the French squadron was in the Forth, the Jacobite 
gentlemen of Stirlingshire took arms, as Ellieslaw's party 
are represented to have done, hut on learning that toe 
flotilla was chased off the coast they dispersed and 
returned to their homes. Stirling of Keir. Eomonstoiv of 
Newlin, and other gentlemen, were tried lor high treason. 


but as no proof could be brought of distinct or eyvert 
of rebellion, or of their having other arms thari swords 
and jMstols. then generally worn by all travellers, they were 
acquitted tor want ofeviaence. 



GLOSSARY TO A LEGEND OF MONTROSE AND 
THE BLACK DWARb 


X,all 

Abide, put up with 
Abune, above 
Aetjfuent, icquaintcd 
Ae, one 
Aifi, own 
Atrn iron 
Aifh, oith 

AUe giUtn tte 

(p 20) All '‘P” 
pr'USL the Lord 
AUenmJy, solely 
Avtmng, imoiitj 
if, although 
Ance, oiKt 

Andrea Ftnam, i bns 
ket hilttd broidsword 
Ane, one 

Ash hey the pod of the 
ash 

Antecr astir 
A ihegither iH i^cth 1 
A tits bm inauhe it 
small cost 
Ahiefn, between 
Awiht her, act guardian 
to her 
old 

AuUi ane, the devil 
Aut qiioiunqnt etc (p 
40) 01 whitever else 
>ou like to be called 


Bnim \ child 
Band si fiu hr a stone 
str tehin^ t oiii sidt to 
side of i w ill 
Bant, bone 

Bang, to cli ive with force . 
Ba 4 ^iZ,footbdl miteli 
Biitom, baton 
Bnudions tht house e it 
liatohee, a h iltp< nny 
Beal, a nairow ] isb 
Be^n, comfort ible 
BtAioa uited los manm, 
1 kiss my Iniids to 
you, 

Bieker, wooden bowl 
Bide, yean zemun, lu ut 
Bxqgmg, building 
BfSiy, brother» eomride 
Bf^Ana, be not. 
mil, ntru, 

Bkognae, bopis. 
blow, 

blood. 

Jmte* one -sixth of a 

l/kxwy, 


Bogillg haunt* d by hob 
£,oblins 

B )g/i , hobgoblin ^host 
Bon tainarado comridt 
J mnit pretty 
Bmns 10c i ts, eomrxde 
Bad bulk, body 
Juan, hrwe trind 
htoin lo ndo th(, i 
rxce onhoi'.ebuk loi 
iiierly pci toi nu d it 
wed lings (Set note 

p t09) 

Bucku, 1 shell in imp 
Bin nn lilt H Bmoits 

to an, royal boioujh 
By gam s, by gone*- 
Bg oidtnai, out of the 
common 


Cadnac**, casuiltics 
(ahns paiibm, other 
things being equ il 
Calabaleio, probably t t 
bahio tavaliei gentle 
man 

Callanf, i lad 
( imi •^adi night alt lek 
( (film/, epiiet, prudent 
f inf up, i treak 
( tile fellow 

< ulim olel woman 

( (1)01 0 piobably at ay 
i eoiiimon Sp imsh e\ 
cl am Uion 

Cisi about iioundibout 
( usu<iunjirn /s^j^unfore 
seen oeeurrenei 
( tf an. Highland rob 
bii 

< < itcloKS, cautious 

i gentlcmansol 

diti 

i aiey, hen coop 
( eitis, good gricioubl 
( ha uadi paries 
i kan, to perform 
( ha Id fellow 
( loin, vi, 1 el prt 01 to (p 
10) by ste till 01 \ 10 
Knee or constiainl 
iJutm}amfTit lig ru^and 
bobt 111 

( lauts gossip, nonse ns 
tUujh, laviiie 
Clewed up fistenoelun 
Cloot, hoof bingU head 
of cattle 

Clout, bit of cloth 
OtmhattU ttghe, a ton- 


cilium domfls a house 
or el in council 
Cotps de logis, bloek of 
^ aildings 

ion agio courage • 
i 01 rit a hollow in i 
hill 

CtacJ , to conveise in n 
liv ly wny 
Clash, gie ise 
Cl oust busk confid nt 
i idlum a mean wieteh 
i iirch, a lit id eovtiin^ 

( urnu band coinpiny 
( yntlnvs aim in i lid 
Apollo twitelu tl my 
cir 


T)ajfing frolicking 
Daft crazy 

Damnum fatal , a fat il 
injury 

Deaving, deafening 
Dal, devil 

DaVs hue! le imp of 
Sit in 

Diatoh ! devil ! 

Dian (lausd siqn u ni 
his d i> s ire ove 
Dinf to knock about 
Ihnna do not 
Jhrdain d image 
Doorp, village 
D Ml sobei, quiet 
Dntcati, gift ot money 
Dou jhtn i, could not 
Doun down 
Dnui stubliorn 
I)ow can 

Downa do not lil e 
Downa do man than 
they dow, cinnot tlo 
more thin they hive 
power to do 
Di y stane, w ithout moi 
tai 

Dam, done 
Dung knocked about 


LbrHi% tipsy 
Juen eyes 
Een evening 
enow, just now 
IdU a newt 01 li/ ird 
hilding, fuel 
JSetyemuh, tnevgh, enow 
enough 

Bx eontraru), on the 
other band 
m 


Ljipeditus, without en- 
cumbrance 


Jail fomth part 
lanj vtiy 
I\ish, trouble. 

/ d what 
/ tidd, iold 
/ nn d, favoured 
I t foot 

J laqiante beUo (p 70) 
111 w It time, much 
iiiuie 111 the battle 
ria n iiden JBJercoem 
I lying Mercury 
J 1 u moss morass 
J lyU scold 
/ liesides, 

1 01 fend, forbid, prevent 
1 01 fouqhten, breathless, 
c\h lusted 
Foit, full 

J iiygiaf Prmcehng 
Ft lyht, to fnghten 


(ft go, also gave, 
a u / go 

indi tntreflich{mttef 
Jluh), most t\t client 
<tai make, oblige 
Hash, shrewd 
Hail, gad, way, mode, 
direction 
I ft u pioperty 
I (»h list, ghost 
iJ II, i small lugged glen 
I (tdlu. Highland attend 
lilt 01 footboy. 
Owmei, a two year old 
ewe 
Oin if 

Uiid a hoop for a barrel 
0 ! 1 die, a toasting-pjatc 
(rum I, a meal-chest 
Oh If, an instant 
(Jlunyte-^nan, a rough 
Highland boot, 

Oowa gold 
Oowh, a fool 
Oowpen a bandful*’*' 
Oraith, fiututuie, bar 
ness 

Oram, groan, 

Oi(vime, grandmdther 
Oree, agree, 

Qmt, oiy, weep. 
Chew^me, gnm 
Orwe, a stu^ng pk,. 
Oude good 



w. 





', g^nd-' 
tnsoi wdl or 


jsr4 

armour, 
iwacnlbig from t’:e 
,/ ndck to the waiat. 

Ma^, have. 

ffau-droj^Sf lead pellets. 
Jffaky ha%lt haill, whole. 
Uammim, evening pre- 
ceding An Saints’ Day. 
//ame, home. 

Bantk, a good many. 
Ha'rst, harvest. 

JSc^vdt hold. 

MwUdm» held. 

Smd qf the sow to the 
iaU the gHce, to take 
, the good with the bad. 
ifeoH qf MidloudeUf the 
ancient jail of the city 
of Edinburgh. 

UefnkeTi hangman ; what 
the^i wfiat the deuce I 
Mer^ his or him, some- 
times your. 

/Terry, harry. 

Bett not. 

Heugh^ a crag. glen. 
HeySt dancing steps. 
/Tie, high. 

Hinny i honey ! 

Birdne - girdie, topsy- 
turvy. 

Hirpl^ to halt. 

Bowe* hoe. 

Hwnder, hundred. 
Bwrehmt hedgehog. 
BwrU^ - h(mse^ a large 
house nearly ruinous. 
Sm^ us. 

• 4 

Ilkt Uha, each, every ; of 
* of the property 

of the same name. 
Blfaw^, ugly. 
JmjpedUu 8 y with encum- 
brdnees. 

Inyan, onion. 

In^le, fire. 

fn mvnvne Demin iy in 
the nani#of the Lord, 
i^sr poQvla, over one s 
.xups. 

/.JMW, 3 eg[mr, go on, I 


%y’‘todt ivy-bush. 

, 'V 

ptMkeryy trick- 

law of 
f oxecuted. 

« !^h made of 
dscarjiy a lamb. 

^rtin'aw*.- 


Kirschemoasser, cherry- 
brandy. 

Kisty chest. 

Knom, knoll. 

Kye, kine. 


Lair, tear, learning. 

Laith, loth. 

Lamiter, one that is lame. 

Land-laufer, landloup- 
er, vagabond, adven- 
turer. 

Lang - nehbit things, 
hobgoblins. 

Lanz-knecht (p. 14), a 
txerman soldier. 

Lap, leaped. 

Lave, remainder, the rest. 

Ijedfarm, farm at which 
the tenant does not 
reside. 

Leddy, lady. 

Leglin, a milk-pail. 

Jjeif Regiment, Life 
Guards. 

Lifter, cattle stealer. 

Ling, long dry grass. 

Lippen, trust. 

Loaning, grassy opening 
near homestead. 

Locum tenens, a substi- 
tute. 

Logics, by logic. 

Loon, fellow, rascal. ♦ 

Loup, leap. 

Louping-xll, paralytic 
disorder in sheep. 

Low, dame. 

Luckpenny, a small sum 
returned to the buyer 
as luck for his pur- 
chase. 

Lug, car. 

Lunt, anything used for 
lighting a fire. 


Mair, more. 

Mair be token, besides, 
especially. 

Mair fit, more speed. 

Mammocks, morsels. 

Maun, must. 

Mea paupera regna, my 
poor realms. 

Melder, the quantity of 
meal ground at the 
mill at one time. 

Mellay, meUee, battle. 

Merk, i3jd. 

MicJde, rrmckle, much. 

Mim, quiet, demure. 

Misken, not to know. 

Mislij^en, to suspect. 

Misset, put out. 

Mistryst, to alarm, also 
to break an engage- 
ment 

Mort, a skin of a lamb 
died of disease. 

Movit AJacem^ etc. (p. 
73), Ajax, son of Telar 
mouji was subdued by 
the beauty of *rec- 
xjoe^ a captive maid, 
a phit 


JTtf, no; jpot. 

Baig^ riding hofse. 

Beb, ,nose. 

Beuk, nqok, corner. 

Bick&r, neigh, giggle. 

Bocht, nought. 

Bon compos mentis, in- 
sane. 

Non egett Mauri, etc. 
(p' 54)1 h'uscus, the 
honest man needs no 
Moorish darts, or 
bow, or quiver filled 
with poisoned arrows. 

Nullum vitcc gmus, etc. 
(p. 8 ), there is no baser 
vocation than theirs 
who sell their sword re- 
gardless of the cause. 


Onstcad, farm building. 

Ony, any. 

Opiferyxie per orbem di~ 
eoi', everywhere my aid 
is esteemed. 

Or, before. 

Outhy, out of doors. 

Outby land, outlying part 
of a farm. 

Owerby, near, beside. 

Owerfarin, too intimate. 

Ower - Tuaister, over- 
master. 


Par accidens, by the way, 
incidentally. 

Parian, crab. 

Patienza, patience ! 

Peel, pele, a place of 
strength, a tower. 

Peenging, whining. 

Petoiiyn, platoon. 

Perdue, in concealment. 

Peremptorie, to the point. 

Pipe-staple, stalk of a 
tobacco pipe. 

Pit, put. 

Pit ower, say over, repeat. 

Plack, the third part of 
penny. 

Plough, plough. 

Pock-puddings, epithet 
us^ to Englishmen. 

Pow, the head. 

Powny, i^ony. 

Prime, first. 

Pronant, victuals. 

PuZdrons (probably 
pauldrons) shoulder 
pieces in plate armour. 

Putten, put. 


Quoe quoRstum, etc. (p, 
40), prostitutes. 
Quewh, drinking cup 
made of staves hooped 
together. 


Mae, a. roe. 
Ma/uppauge, mge- 
MmL ;me^ I making. 

advise. 

J^fadvie^ 


Med up, cleat up. ^ 
Red wfidi stark mad. 
Meek, smoke* 

Reeaied, smoke-dried. 
Reiver^ robber, rover. 
Riding Uood, love of 
war or fightmm 
Rwen, broken, but$t 


so. 

Sain, bless. 

Sair, sore. 

Salvage, savage, 
Saniissima madre di 
Dios, holy mother of 
God. 

Saps, bread softened with 
hot water. 

*S>wscnac^, Saxon, applied 
to Lowlanders and the 
English. 

Saul, soul. 

Saulie, a funeral mute. 
Scaur, a crag, bluff. , 
Selale, slate. 

Scomfish, suffocate. 
Scenither, a scorching. 
Scraugh, screech. 
Secundo, secondly, , 
Semple, common. 

Shank, leg, 

Shaw, the woods. 

She, he, sometimes you 
or I. 

Sheeling hill, winnowing 
mound. 

Shelty, a very small horse. 
Shlel, to shell, 

a Highland l^iut. 
Sheeing-lwm, anything 
that allures. 

Shiwn, shoes. 

Sic, siccan, such. 

Sidier, soldier. 

Siller, money. 

Sine nomine turha, the 
nameless crowd. 
Sinsyne, since then* 
Skaith, harm. 

Skeel, skill. 

Skelping, galloping, , ; 
Skep, bee-hive. , . ‘ 

Skirling, screaming; 
Skreigh, a screech , ‘ , 

Sled, a wheel-le&s e^ 
iS^iceH^smoked 
Snapper, stumble,^ 
iSh^ado, soldier. 

Sooth side Jest 

ver^ng tpo dose on 
the truth, 

Spair, spare. 

^eer, inquire. , 
eerings, tidings, 

\eil, play. 

lore, a noisy frolic or 
quarrel. 

Spunk, spirit, phick. 
^mach, stomach. 
Steading, Ikrin, fkrm 
buildings. 

Steek, shut. , , ; 

Steer, molest. ' v 
SteU, t9 plant oannon. 
Stieiee, mm. ' , 

Stift, estal^ishmedt. 
fid 





IM 


f'SX/JS y JVV VELS 




A met. 

farm stock. 

JSItoop md, rwp, utterly, 
root And branch. 

8UA^ a bullock. 

robbery with 

violence. 

SiraMdOt a military pun 
ismnent in which the 
offender was drawn to 
the top of a beam, and 
letfaU. 


Slreeh. stretch 
Swicedafmm,. substitute. 
8idd/W3^ should not 
SiMTcrngUf girth, girdle. 
SufoUer, to move quickly 
and noisily through 
water, etc. 

Syne* since, ago. 


Ta, the. 

Thne, one. 

Tappit ken, pewter mea- 
sure which contained 
three quarts of claret, 
(^p. as&voi. i) 

Tubsker, labourer who 
does piece-work. 

ToBa, a glass, cup. 


iHrnsset, thigh -piece 
Tau6e7id / (7V«- 

feln) thousand devils ! 
Tcagiiu, undisciplined 
Irishmen. 

Teil, devil. 

Tent, to observe, probe, 
also attention, caie. 
Tertia, regiment. 
Teierrirm causa, the 
hideous cause 
Teugh, tough. 

That, those 

Thraw, twist, turn, con- 
tradict. 

Tfvreep, maintain stoutly 
Ttemaik. chief, the laird 
or squire. 

TinMer, tinkei. 

Tod, bush foK 
Tolbooth, the jail 
Toom, empty 
Tothe^, other. 

Tow* rope. 

Trewsnmn clansman 
Troth, filth • 

Trow, trust, feel sure 
Tutlzie, scuffle, skirmish 
Tup, a ram. 

Twrpes personoe, base 
characters 
Ttva, two. 


Tuke, dog 

untanny, in league with 
the Kvil One. 

Vnee, ounce 
Vnto, uncommon, 
strange. 

Un peu clair - voyoMt, 
somewhat observant 
UrUenty, inattentive, 
awkward. 

Vpbye, up the way. 
Uphaud, maintain, insist 
vsquehae, ttsquebagh, 
whisky. 


Vino cihoque qravaJtus, 
overcome' with feast- 
ing. 

Vvms, victuals 

Vogue la qaUre t come 
what may > 

Vole, a deal at cards that 
draws all the tricks. 

Volte face about face • 

Voto a IJw& / I vow to 
God. 


Wad, pledge, also would 


Wadaett kond, pledge. 
Woe, woe, also sorry. 
Warn, womb, belly. 
Ware, spend. 

Work, work, 

HMock, wizard. 

Worst, worst 
WauMn, waken. 

Waur, worse, wdrse 
Weaaand, windpipe. 
Wee, little. 

Weird, destiny. 

Weize, direct, aiirt. 
Whaup, curlew. 

Wheen, a few. 
Whidaxng, scudding 
Whdk, which 
Whvnger, a hanger, 
sworil. 

Whortleberry, a bilberry. 
Wxnna, will not. 

Woo, wool 

Womeooio, hobgoblin. 
Wrong, wrong. 

Wild, mad 
I Wuss, wish. 

I Wyte, blame 


Yaud, an old mare. 
Vett, a gate. 
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/() nil fu SI 01 j 'ifPOA s 

A PIIASFD AND INDULGLM READER, 

JI ni DIAII ( / / ISnhOlHAM 
ly/sm s m n th 4nd jwcu is/ i m) covrr wtmi v / 


ComTJgOir& ItFADIR 

If uigialUudc Lonypidu/Khth no)! </(<, suidy 
0 /omU a stain uor^f of all hfs nnOh him nhosr 
has hetn dtiotid to inst nut iny youth in nrtue 
vnd va himanr letters Tin xfoi c hai e li/iobrn, %n 
hu proUqomoioiiy to vnload mif bindni of thanks 
't tny feet, fa the fnioiu uith vhuh thou ha t 
n'ndly enUrtam d Hu. lulen if my Landloul 
ftites, if tlwv hast ihuJ ltd oi i tfu u facetious 
\nd festaou^ d^si i iptio is, oi hadst thy muid filla 
vdhpleasine at the stranyi ami phasant turns of 
^oitune wliuh they laotd, lenly, I han also 
impend uhen I hiheld a semnd stotey u dh atties 
JicU has arisen on th^ basis of my small domieih 
t Oaiidcrchvqh, the n tlh Iwvmy h oi afouhand 
yronomced by Deaton Banow to lx eapable of en 
hiring such an elevation Koi has it been u ithoiit 
lelectcdnon that I have endutd a new coat (snufr 
YTOwn^ and mfh metal buttons), having all neflut 
mrments correspondi ng theret ? We do therefore 
ie, %n respect of each other, undo a recipiouiUim 
f hesieJUSt wheieof those received by me being 
he most Bolitd (in sespetf that n new home and 
t coat are bettei than a new tale and an 
<id sonct)<^ St IS mtet thai my gratitude ehmld be 
oepTdsiBcd with thi louder i oice and more ^yrepem 
Isnd'mj vehemmee. And how shenild d be so ex- 
Tfmed^ — Ontainly not rn u&ids only, hU tn act 
md d^od. It 19 With the ^ole nurfooe^ and dib- 

. w 


claiming all intention of punhabing that petidulc 
01 pofffc of land eallui flu (.ailtnestioff, lying 
adjaicnt tomy gaidm, and nu asm mg snintuns, 
three soods, and four jutlIus that 1 haie eom 
niilUd to the eyes of thosf vho thought uell of the 
foimer tomes, these four additional xolamei>* of 
the I alts of my Landlord JAot Hie less, if PtUr 
Prayfiit bt mindtd to sill the saxd poffle, U is at 
hib oun choui to say so and, jmadvenlHiCy he 
may mat with a put chase i unless (gentle uadi i ) 
the pU as i iig pxmrfi a i etni tsofPi tci Pattuson , n eyw 
qaen unto thee in paiiicular, and unto the pmblic 
tn gout ill, shall have lost flu it favour in thine 
lyts uheteof I am no nay d d lustful And so 
much eonfidetue do I itpose lu thy continued 
faiour, that, should thy lauful otcasims call thee 
to the tumi of Gandercleugh, a plate fteguenUd 
by most at one tinu or othii tn then lives, I leill 
tniuh thine eyts v ith a sight of those ponmis 
manuscripts ithente thou hast derived so much 
delectation, thy nosi with a snuf from my mull, 
and thy palate with a dram fsom my bottle of 
stronvg waters, called hf the learned of Oandei- 
ileugh, the Dominids Dribble o' Drink 

It IS there, 0 highly esiecmid and beloved reader, 
thou wilt be able to hear testimony, ih rough the 
medium of thine oun s&nses, againU the chddrtn 


* {The Heau of )tluan wiw origiBully publish^iil 
in 4 volumes] 
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of vaniilft who have sought to idevU^y ihy frUs/td 
iund wrvavi with I know not whxd ivdU^ qf vawt 
fables ; who hath c^nnhered the world with his de^ 
vices f but shrunken from the responsibilUy thereof 
Truly t this hath been well termed a generation hard 
of faith; since what can a man do to assert his 
property in a printed tome^ saving to put his name 
in tlie tifle-ptye thereof y with his desenption, or 
desiq naff oily as the lawyers term iJty and place of 
abo ie t Of a surehj I would have such sceptics 
con*tulcr how tlu'y thcimelves would brook to have 
their works ascribed to olkerSy their names and 
professioHH impidcd as forger ieSy and their vei'y 
existence brought into question ; even althoughy 
peradventurcy if imy be it ts of little consequence 
to any but thctmelPi not only whether they are 
living or deady but evtn whither they ever lived 
or 710. Yet have niy maligner^ carried their 
uncharitable eemurfs stitl further. 

These cavillers har^c 7iot only doubted onine 
identity y although thui jfhmly proved, hut they 
have impeached my veracity aiai the aiithenfieity 
of my historical narratives f Verily, 1 can only 
say in ansuy^r, that I have been eautclous in quot- 
ing mine authorities. It is true, indeed, that if 
I had hearkened with only one car, I snight have 
rehearsed my tale with more acceptation from those 
7vho love to hear hut half the truth. It is, it may 
hap, not altogether to the discredit of our kindly 
7iation of Idcotland, that 7ce arc apt to take an 
iitferSsty ^mrm, yea, partial, in the deeds and 
sentiments of our forefathers. He whom his 
adversaries describe as a perjured Prdatist, is de- 
sirous that hh predecessors should he held moderate 
in their power, and Just in their execution of its 
privileges, vdien truh/, the unimpassioncd per- 
user of the annals of those times .shall deem thotn, 
sanguinary, violent, and tyrannical. Again, the 
representatives of tlu sufferiiuf Nonamformists 
destre that thiir ancestors, the Oamermiions, shall 
he reprc,scnfed not siniphj as honest enthusiasts, 
oppressed for conseitnee' sake, hut 2 wrs<ms of fine 
breeding, and valiant heroes. Truly, the historian 
cannot gratify these qu'cdilecf ions. He must needs 
describe the eavalin's as proud and high-spirded , 
cruel remorseliss, and vindictive ; the suffering 


I party as hxmtWrahly tenacious of thefr cgdnioiw 
under persecution ; their own tempers being, how- 
: ever, sullen, fierce, cmd rude; their opinions 
absurd and extravagarU ; and their whole cowtH 
qf conduct thxtt of persons whom hellebore would 
better have suited than prosecutions unto death for 
high-treason, Natheless, while such cmd so pre- 
posterous were the opinions on either side, there 
u>ere, it cannot be doubted, men of virtue and 
worth on both, to entitle either party to claim 
I merit from its martyrs. It has been demanded 
of me, Jedediah Clcishbotham, by what right I 
am entitled to constitute myself an impartial judge 
of their discrepancies of opinions, seeing fas it is 
stated ) that I must necessarily have descended frogt 
one or other of the contending parties, a^vd be, w 
course, wedded for better or for worse, accordwM 
to the reasonable practice of Hcoilaiid, to Us (dB 
7)mta, or opmions, and bbund, as it were, bymf 
tie ^iiairimonial, or, to sjicak ^nthout 
ox jure biingiiinis, to maintain them in irrejStmee 
to all othi rs. 

But, 7\oihing denying the rationality of the rule, 
which calls on all now living torulc their volitical 
and religious opinions by those of their great- 
grandfathers, a7id imvitable ns seems the one or 
the other horn of the dilemma bciwixd which my 
adversaries conceive they have pi^vued me to the 
wall, I yet spy some means of refuge, and elavm a 
privilege to vrife and speak of both parties with 
impartiality. For, 0 ye powers of logic ! when 
the Prelatists and Presbyterians of old limes wenk 
together by the ears in this unlucky country, my 
ancestor (venerated he his memory !) was one of 
the people called Quakers^ aiid suffered severe 
handling froin either side, even to the extenuation 
of his purse and the ineareeration of his person. 

Craving thy pardon, gentle rexidcr, for these 
f(w voids eoneeming inc n7td mine, I rest, as 
above expressed, thy sure and obligated friend,* 

p J, C* 

Oanufrcifuch, > 

this Tst of Apni, ^ 

* Note A. Author’s connection with Quakerism 




INTRODUCTIOJ TO THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN (1830). 


Tee Avilhor has shtialy iht preface to tJui 
ChroEides oftke Vanongaie^ 1827 j tliatkc received 
from an anmymous corrtspondoU an account of the 
ineidod upon which the following story in founded, 
lie is now at Uherty to say, that the informaiion 
teas conveyed to him ky a late amiable ami in- 
genious lady^ whose wit and power of remarking 
and judging of character still survive in the 
memory of her friends. Her maiden name ioas 
Miss Helen Lawson, of (lirthhead, ami she loas 
wife of Thomas Ooldie, Ksq. of Craigmuie, Com- 
'missary of Dumfries. 

Her co^nmunication was in these words : — 


‘ / had taken for summer lodgings a cottage near the 
old* Abbey of Linciuden. It haajormerly been inhabited 
by a lady who had pleasure in embellishing cottages, 
which she found perhaps homely and even poor enough ; 
mine, therefore, possessed many marks of iaUe and ele- 
gance unusual m this species of habitation in Scotland, 
where a cottage is literally what its name declares. 

* From my cottage door I had a partial view of the old 
abbey before mentioned; some of the highest anhes were 
seen over, and some through, the trees scatieied along a 
lane which led down to the ruin, and the strange fantastic 
shakes of almost all those old ashes accorded wonderfully 
well with the building they at once shaded and orna- 
mented. 

‘ The abbey itself from my door was almost on a level 
with the cottage; but on coming to the end of the lane, it 
was discovered to be situated on a high perpendicular 
bank, at the foot of which run the clear waters of the 
Cluden, wftere they hasten to join the s%oeeping Nith, 

fyhose distant rearing nuelli and /a’s. 


As my kitchen and parlour were not very far distant, / 
one day want in to purchase some c hickens from a person 
/ heard ojfering them for sale, ft was a little, rather 
siout-looking woman, who seemed to be between seventy 
and eighty pears of age; she was almost covered with a 
tartan piaid, and her cap had over it a black silk hood, 
tied under the chin, a piece of dress still much in use 
' among elderly luomen of that rank of life in Scotland; 
her eyes were dark, and remarkably lively and intelligent. 
I entered into conversation with her, atm began by asking 
how she mainlined herself, etc. 

* She said that in winter she footed stockings, that ts, 
knit feet to country-people's stockings, which bears about 
the same ttlation to stocking-knitting that cobbling does 
to shoe-making, and is of course both less Profitable and 
Igss dignified; she likewise taught a few children to read, 
and in summer she whiles reared a few chickens. 

*/ said / could venture to guess from her face she had 
never been married. She laughed heartily at this, and 
I said, ** / maun hoe the queerest face that ever was seen, 
that ye could guess that. Now, do tell me, madam, 
hoiv ye cam to think sae f ” I told her it was from her 
chee^ul, dUenpaged countenance. She said, **Mem, have 
ye nafar matr reason to be happy than me, wi a gude 
huiband and a fine family o' bairns, and plenty d every- 
thing f for me, Fm the puirest o' a' puir bodies, and can 
hardly contrive to keep myseT alive in a' the wee hits o' 
I hae teltt yef After some more conversation, 
during which / zoos more and more pleased with the old 
ioopnan't sensible conversation, and the naivete qf her 
remarhi, she roes to go away, when / ashed her name. 
Her countenasue suddenly clouded, and she saidgravely, 
rather eelouring, ** My name is Helen IValker; but your 
hnehnnd hens weel about mef 


* In the evening I related how much I had been pleased, 
and mquiied what was exitaordmary in the history of 

the poor woman. M r. said, ihef e wei e pe> haps Jew 

more remarkable people than IhUn ll alker. 6he had 
been left an oiphati, with the (hatge of a sister lonsidei- 
ably younger than herstfj, and who was iducated and 
maintained by her exei tions. ^ 1 ttac/u d to hit ly so many 
ties, therefoie, it will not be easy to tomtiic herjeelings, 
zvhiii she found that this only sist, r must be tried by the 
laws of her country for ^hild-mui der, and upon being 
tailed as principal witness against her. 7 he cbumelfor 
the prisoner told Helen, that ij she could declare that her 
sister had made any preparations, hown<er slight, or had 
gwen her any intimation on the subject, that such a state- 
ment would save her sister's life, as she was the principal 
witness against her, Helen said, "It is impossible Jar 
me to szvear to a falsehood; and, wkativtr may be 
the consequence, 1 will give my oath according to my 
conscience." 

* 7 he trial came on, and the sister was found guilty ant * 
condemned; but in Scotland six weeks must elapse between 
the sentem e and the c t ecu t ion, and Helen Walker availed 
herself of it. The very day of her sister's condemnation 
she got a petition drawn, stating the piculiar circum- 
stances of the case, and that very night set out on foot to 
London. 

‘ Without introduction or recommendation, zviih her 
simple {perhaps ill-expressed) petition, drawn up by^ some 
inferior clerk of the court, she presented herself, in her 
tartan plaid and country attire, to the late Duke of 
Argyle, who immediately procured the pardon she peti- 
tioned for, and Helen returned with it on foot just in 
time to save her sister. ' 

* I was 50 strongly^ interested by this narrative, that 
/ determined immediately to prosecute my acquaintance 
with Helen Walker; but as I zuas to have the country 
next day, I zvas obliged to defer it till my return in spring, 
zvhen the Jirst •^Ik / took was to Helt n If ^a^kei 's cottage . ' 

*She had died a short time bifore. My rtgret zvaz 
extreme, and I endeavoured to obtain some at count of 
Helen from an old woman who inhabited the other end of 
her cottage. / inquired if Helen ever spoke of her fast 
history— ^r journey to London, etc. “ La," the old woman 
said, ''Helen zvas a zvily body, and zvhc ne'er ony o' ike 
neibors asked anything about it, she aye turned the 
coni/ersation. " 

* Jnshoft, every anszvrr I received only tended to increase 
my regret, and raise my opinion oj Helen Walker, zvho 
could unite so much prudence zvith so much heroic znrtue. ’ 

This narrative was enclosed in the following 
letter to the Author, without date or signature . — 

*Sir, — The occurrence Just related happened to me 
twenty-six years ago, Helen Walker lies buried in the 
churchyard of Irongray, about six miles from Dumfries. 
/ once proposed that a small monument should have been 
erected to commemorate so remarkable a character, but I 
now prefer leaving it to you to perpetuate her memory in 
a more durable manner.' 

The reader is now able to judge how far the 
Avthor has improved upon, or fallen short of, the 
pleasing and interesting sketch of high /nineiple 
and steady affection displayed by Helen Walker, 
tlw prototype of the fictitious Jeanie Deans. Mrs. 
Qoldis was vifortunaJtely dead before the Author 
I had given his name to these volumes, so he lost all 
opportvnMy of thanking Hud lady for her highly 
' vaduabh eemmmnimtitfn. Bud her daughter, Miss 
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oUig&d him xoilh the folloxoing additional 
: — 

*Mri. Goldie endcAvoured to eolleci/firther pariicutars 
of Helen Walker, farUcularly concerning fur journey to 
^ Tendon, but found this nearly impossible; as the natural 
'digniiy,of her character, and a hieh sense of family re- 
spectability, made her so indissoltuly connect her sister^s 
disgrace with her oivn exertions, that none of her neigh- 
bours durst ei'er question fur upon the subject. One old 
woman, a distant relation of Helen's, and who is still 
living, says she worked an harvest with her, but that slu 
never ventured to ask her about her sister's trial, or her 
journey to London; Helen," she added, “woj a lofty 
body, and used a high style o' language" The same old 
woman says, that every year Helen received a cheese from 
her sister, who lived at Whitehaven, and that she always 
sent a liberal pprtion of it to Iwrself, or to her father's 
family, ^ This/act, though trivial in itself, strongly marks 
the eyf^iion subsisting between the two sisters, and the 
complete conviction on tJu mind of the criminal that her 
sister had acted solely from high principle, not from any 
want of feeling, which anotfur small but characteristic 
trait will further illustrate. A gentleman, a relation of 
Mrs. (^Idie't, who happened to be irtpuelling in the North 
of England, on coming to a small inn, was shown info the 
parlour by a female servant, who, afie*' cautiously shutting 
the door, said, “ Sir, I'm Nelly Walker's sister," Thus 
practically showing that she considered her sister as better 
knovon by her high t onduct than even herself by a different 
kind bf celebrity. 

‘ Mrs. Goldie was extremely anxious to have a tomb- 
stone and an inscription upon it erected in Irongray 
churchyard; and if Sir Walter Scott will condescend to 
write the last, d little subscription could be easily raised 
in the immediate neighbourhood, and Mrt. Goldie's wish 
be thus fulfilled.' 

It is scarcely necessary to add that the request 
of Miss Qoldie will be most willingly complied 
with, and wUhovJt the nece^ssily of any tax on the 
public.* Mor is there much occasion to repeat how 
much the Author conceives himself obliged to his 
unknown correspondent, who thus supplwd him 
with a theme affording such aplcoMug view of the 
moral dignity qf virtue, though unaided by birth, 
beauiy, or taleni. If the ^ncturc has suffered in 
the execution, it is from the failure of the Authors 
powers to present in detail Ow same simple and 
striking portrait exhibited in Mrs. Goldids letter. 

Abdotsford, April i , 183a 

POSTSCN/PT. 

AtTHonCrH it would he impossible to add much 
to Mrs. Qoldifs picturcsqvx and most interesting 


aeeouM of Helen W alker, the prototype ef the ima* * 
ginary Jeawic Deans, the Edifor maybe pardonid 
for introducing two or three anecdotes respect^ 
that excellent person, which he has collected from 
a voVwme entitled Sketches from Nature, by Johii 
M^Diarmid, a gentleman who conducts an able' 
provincial paper in the town of Dumfries. 

Helen was the daughter of a small f armor in a 
place called Dalwhaim, in the parish of Iron* 
gray ; xvhere, after the death qf her father, she 
continued, with the unassuxning piety of a Scottish 
peasant, to support her mother by her own unrt* 
milted labour and privations ; a case so common, 
that even xjet, I am proud to say, f gw of my country* 
women xvould shrink from the duty. 

Helen Walker xoas held am ong her equals ponsy, 
that is, qnroud, or conceited ; but the facts hrou^ 
to proi^c this accusation seem only to evince a 
strength of character superior to those arowvd her. 
Thus it xoas remarked, tftdt token it ihutvdcred, 
she went with her work and her Bible to the front 
of the cottage, alleging that the Almighty could 
smite in the city as well as in the field. 

Mr. M^Diarmid mentions more particularly 
the misfortune of Iter sister, which he supposes to^ 
hare taken place prcvioics to 7736. Helen Walker, 
declining every proposal (f saxHag her relation's 
life at the expense 0 / truth, borrowed a sum of 
tnoney sufficient for her journey, walked the whole 
distance to London barefoot, and made her way 
to John Duke of'Argxjle. She was heard to say 
(hat, by the Almighty's strength, she had been en- 
abled to meet the duke at the most critical moment, 
which, if lost, would have caused the inevitable 
forfeiture of her sister's life. 

Isabella, or Tihby Walker, saved from the fate 
which impended over her, teas married by the 
person who had tirronged her (named Watigh), 
arid lived happily fi/r great pari of a century, 
uniformly acknowledging the extraordinary afferr 
tion to which she owed her preservation. 

Helen Walker died about the end Qf t7ie year 
7791, and her remains arc interred in the church- 
yard of her native parish of Irongray, in a 
romantic cemetery on the hanks of Use Cairn. 
That a eharacfrr so distinguished for her un- 
daunted love of virtue, lived and died iti poverty, 
if not want, serves only to show us how insignia 
ficarit, in the sight of Heaven, are our principal 
objects of ambition ujton earth. 


Noto B. Tombstone to Helen Walker.] 



PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 


So doiVH ihy hill^ rotttaniic Ashhoum^ glides 
The Derby dilly^ carrying six insides. 


The times have changed in mylhing more ( we 
follow as we were wont the vianmcript of Peter 
PaMUson) than in the rapid conveyance of intelli^ 
geme and communicatioji betwixt one part of 
^cotla/iid and anothc^. It is not above twenty or 
thirty yearSf axcot'ding to the evidence of many 
credible viftnes^s now alivcy siiue a liUle miser- 
able horse-carty performing with difficulty a jour- 
ney of thirty miles per diem, carried mir mails 
from the capital of Scotland to its extremity. Nor 
was Scotland much more deficient in these accom- 
modations than mir rich sister had been about eighty 
years befoire. Fielding y in his Tom JoneSy ai\d 
Farquhar, in a little farce called ihx Stagc-Qoachy 
have ridiculed the slmmiess of these vehicles of 
public accommodation. According to the latter 
atUhorUyy the highest bribe could o/nly induce the 
coachman to promise to anticipate by haJf-an-hour 
the usual time of his arrival at the Bull and 
Mouth, 

But in both countries these aneienty slowy and 
mre modes of conveyance are now alike unknown ; 
mail’coach races against maihcoachy and high- 
flyer against high-flycTy through the most remote 
districts of Britain, And in our village aloncy 
three post-coachesy and four coaches with men 
armedy qnd in scarlet cassocks, thunder through 
the streets each dayy and rival in brilliancy and 
noise the inveMon of the celebrated tyrant ; — 

• 

Defnens, qut nimhos tt non imitalnle fulmen, 

AEre et comipedum pulsuy simularaty eqvorum. 

Now and theny to complete the resemblance, 
and to correct the prcs^umpition of the vaUurous 
charioteers, it does liappen that the career of these 
dashing rivals of Salmmuiis meets with as unde- 
sirable andmioUni a termination as that of their 
prototype. It is on such occasions that the Insides 
and Outsidxs, to use the appropriate vehicular 
phrases, have reason to rue the exchaiuje of the 
slow and Safe motion of tJw anxi&nt fly-coaxhes, 
which, compared wUh the chariots of Mr, Palmer, 
so ill deserve the name. The andefni vehicle used 
to seUle quietly down, like a ship scuttled and left 
to dnJe by the gradual influx of the waters, while 
the modem is smashed to pieces with the velocity 
of the seme vessel hurled against breakers, or 
rpither with thx fury of a bomb Vursting at the 
im>eIiUs^on of its career through the air. The late 
i<l^pfeious Mr, Fenrumt, whose humour it was to 
stt his faxe in stfim qmosition to these smedy con- 
veyanxes, had collected, I have Heard, a formidable 


Frere. 

list of such casualties, which, joined to the imposi* 
tion of innkeepers, whose charges the passengers 
had no time to disptule, the sauciness of the coach- 
man, and the unamirollcd and despotic authority 
of the tyraivt called the guard, held forth a pUdure 
of horror, to whkh murder, theft, fraud, and 
peculation, lent all their dark colouring. But 
that which gratifies the impatience of the human 
dispositimi will he practised in thx teeth of danger, 
aiiid in defimice of admonition ; and, in despite oj 
the Cambrian antiquary, mail-coaches not only 
roll their thunders round the base of Penman- 
Maur aiul Cadcr-Idris, hut 

Frighted Skiddaiv hears afar 
The rattling of the unscythed car. 

And perhaps the echoes of Ben Nevis may soon %e 
awakened by the bugle, not of a warlike Mcftain, 
hut of the guard of a mail-coach. 

It was a fine summer day, and our little school 
had obtained a half -holiday, by the intercession of 
a good-humoured visitor,* I expected by the coadh 
a neiv number of an interesting periodical publica- 
tion, and walked forward on the highway to meet 
it, with the impatience which Cowp&r has described 
as actuating the residc'nt in the country when 
longing for intelligence from the mart of news : — 

— The grand debate. 

The popular harangue, — the tart reply , — 

The logic, and the wisdom, and the wit. 

And the loud laugh,—! long to know them all;— 

J hurts to set the imprisoned wranglers free. 

And give them voice and utterance once again. 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the apptoach 
of the neto coach, lately established on our road, 
and knoim by the name of the Somerset, which, to 
say truth, possesses soinc interest forme, evenwhe/n 
it conveys no' such important information. The 
dista'iVt tremulous sound of its wheels was heard ' 
just as I gained the summit of the gmtU ascenJl, 
called the Goslin Brae, from which you command 
an extensive view down the valley of the river 
Gander, The public road, which comes up the 
side of that stream, and crosses it at a bridge 
about a quarter of a mile from the place where 1 
was standing, ruits partly through enclosures and 
plantations, and partly through open padure land. 
It is a childish amwsemeivt, perhaps, — hd my life 
has been spent with ehildren, and why should not 


* His honour Gilbert GosUnn of Gandjprcleugh ; for I> 
love to be precise in matters of iinportance.>rJ. C 


[KtXTB*— This Preliminary Chapter originally formed the first of the Novel, but has now been printed ip italics 
on ocodunt Of its introductory chat^ter*! 
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my he Wee thoM-^hildisih as it is, thm, 

I must own, t kem kad^great pleasure in watMng 
approach of ths earriage, whare the openings 
(f the road permU it to be seen. The gay glancing 
t>/ eguipage, its diminished and toydike ap' 
pearanee at a distance, contrasted with the rapidity 
of its motion, its appearance and disappearance 
at intervals, and tbc progressively increasing 
soands that announce its nmeer approach, have 
all to the idle and listless spectator, who has 
nothing more important to attend to, something of 
awaJeening interest. The ridicule may attach to 
me, which is flung upon many an honest citixen, 
who waJtches from the window of his villa the 
passage of the stage-coach ; but it is a very natural 
source of amusement mtxoUhatanding, and many 
of those who join in the laugh are perhaps not 
unused to resort to it in secret. 

On^ the present occasion, however, fate had 
decreed that I should not enjm/ the consummation 
of the amusement by seeing the coach rattle past 
me as I sat on the turf, and hearing the hoarse 
grating voice of the guard as hs skimmed forth for 
my grasp the expeded packet, without the carriage 
checking its course for an instant. I had seen the 
vehicle thunder down ths kill (hat leads to the 
bridge with more than its usual impetuosity, 
glittering all the while by flashes from a cloudy 
tabernacle of ths dust which it had raised, a7id 
leaving a train behind it on (he road resembling 
a wreath of summer mist. But it did not appear 
on the top of the Clearer hank within the tisnal 
space of three minutes, which freqxient observation 
had enabled me to ascertain was the medium time 
for crossing the bridge and mounting the ascent. 
IVhsn double that space had elapsed, I became 
alarmed, ami walked hastily forward. As ‘J 
cams_ in sight of the bridge, (he cause of delay 
was loo manifest, for the t^omerset had made a 
summerset in good earnest, and overturned so 
completely, that it was literally resting upon the 
ground, with the roof undermost, and the four 
wheels in the air. The * exertions of the guard 
and coachman f both of whom were gratefully 
commemorated in tkcQiewspapirs, having succeeded 
in disentangling the horses by cutting the harness, 
were njow proceeding to extricate the insides by a 
sort of summary and Coesarean process of delivery, 
forcing the hinges from one of the doors which 
(hey could not open otherwise. In this manner 
were turn disconsolate dannsels set at liberty from 
the womh of the leathern cemvenieucy. As they 
immediately began to settle their clothes, which 
were a little deranged, as may he presumed, I 
eonelvded they had received 7io injury, and did 
not venture to obtrude my services at their toilette, 
for which, I understand, I have since been reflected 
upon by the fair sufferers. Ths outsides, who 
inu$t have been discharged from their elevated 
sitmtion by a shock resembling the springing of a 
mins, eseaped, nevertheless, with the visual allow- 
WSS if seratehea and bruises, excepting three, who, 
hiving bsm pitched into the river Oandcr, were 

seen mdendinq with the tide like the relies 
qfJSi^'s shipioreck,-^ 

Ae^armt read naatss ia gargiU vasts. 

/ applied my poor exertions where ihsy seemed 
^to bs most needed, and, wUh the assistance of one 
if im if ihA company who had shaped imhurt, 


008 % succeeded in fishing tndtwofihs u/rfori/aOr 
ale passengers, whoweredaut, oMosyinmgj^Qsms 
and, but for ths preposterous length <f thkr greah 
coats, and the equally fashiondble Mtude and 
longvtude of their Wellington trousers, would kssOs 
required liUlc assistance from any one. The third 
was sickly and elderly, and anight have poHShed 
hut for the ejjorts used to preserve him. 

When the two greateoaUd gentlemsn had extric- 
ated themselves from the river, and Hmr 

cars like huge water-dogs, a violent dltereoHon 
ensued betwixt them and ths coashman and guard, 
coiuxming the cause of their overthrow. In 
course of ths squabble, I observed that both my 
new acquaintances belonged to the law, and (hat 
their professional sharpness was likely to prove 
an overmatth for the surly and offisial tone if (he 
guardians of (he vehidc. The dispute ended in 
the guard assuring ths passengers that they should 
have seats in a heavy coath which would pais 
that spot in less than half-an-hour, provided it 
were not full. Chance seemed to favour this 
arrangeinsnt, for when (he expected vehicle arrived, 
there were only two places occupied in a carriage 
which profess^ to carry six. The two ladies who 
had been disinterred out of the fallen vehicle were 
readily admUted, but positive objections were stated 
by those previously in possession to the admittance 
of the two lawyers, whose wetted garments being 
much of the itaturc of well-soaked sponges, there 
was every reason to believe they would refund a 
considerable part of the water they had collected, 
to the inconvenience of their fellow-passengers. 
On the other hand, the lawyers rejected a seal on 
the roof, alleging that they had only tahen that 
station for pleasure for one stage, but were entided 
in all respects to free egress and regress from ths 
interior, to which (heir contrast positively rf erred. 
After some altercation, in which something was 
said upon the edict Nautse caupones stabnlarii, 
the coach went off, leaving the learned gentlemen 
to abide by their action of damages. 

They immediately applied to me to gtlide them 
to the next village and the best inn ; from (he 
account I gave them of the Wallaee Head, declared 
tlwy were mush better pleased to stop there (han 
to go forward upon ths terms of that impudent 
scoundrel ths guard of the Somerset. All that 
they now wanted was a lad to carry (heir travel- 
ling bags, who was easily procured from an 
adjoining cottage; and they prepared to walk 
forward, when (hey found there was (mother pas- 
senger in (he same deserted situation wiXh wem* 
selves. This was the elderly and sickly-looking 
person, who had been precipitated into the river 
along with the two young lawyers. He, it ssems, 
had been too modest to push his own plea against 
the coachman when he saw that of his betters re- 
jected, and now remained behind with a loqk if 
timid anxiety, plainly i/ntimating that he was 
defldeni in those means of recomniiandedion wkdsk 
arc necessary passports to the ImpUalUy of on 
inn. 

I ventured to call the attention of the two dadk* 
ing young blades, for sueh they seemed, is ^ 
desolate condition ef their fellow-travslUf^ 29% 
took the hint with ready good*natur$^ 

*0, true, Mr. Ihmover,* said ontqfihs yawhp 
stars, *you mud net remain on ths pav4 hent 

you mttst go and have some dimer wills WH* 

* <•* 
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H^kU and I mud have a pod-chaise to go mi, cd 
M evetUs, and ue will set you down whmreVer 
MuUe you bed,' 

The poor man, for ouch his dress, as well as 
hU di^defMS, bespoke him, made the sort of acknow- 
ledging how by which says a Scotsman, ' 1C s too 
much homuT for the like of me;' and followed 
humbly heMnahis gay patrons, all three besprink- 
ling the dusty road as t\ry walked along with the 
•nmdure of their drenched garments, and exhibit- 
ing the singular and somewhat ridiculous appear- 
ance if three persons suffering from the opposite 
extreme gf humidity, while the summer sun was 
at Us height, and everything else around them 
had the expression of Iwat and drought. The 
ridicule did not escape the young gentlemen them- 
sejves, and they had made what might be received 
as one or two tolerable jests on the subject before 
they had advanced far on their peregrination, 

* We cannot complain, like Cowley,' said one 
of them, 'that Gideon's fleece remains dry, while 
all around is moist; this is the reverse of the 
miracle,* 

' We ought to be received with gratitude in this 
good town ; we bring a supply of what they seem 
to need mod* said Halkit, 

*And distribute it with unparalleled goucrosify,' 
replied his companion ; 'performing the part of 
three water-carts for the benefit of their dusty 
roads' 


* We come before them,' too,' said Halkit, 'in 
full prqfessional force — counsel and agent ' — 

' And client^ said the young advocate, looking 
behind him ; and then added, lowering his voice, 

* that looks as if he had kept such dangerous com- 
pany too long,' 

E was, indeed, too true, that the humble follower 
of the gay young men had the threadbare appear- 
ance of a wom-o\d litigant, and I could not but 
smile at the conceit, though anxious to conceal my 
mirth from the object of U, 

Whm we arrived at the Wallace Inn, the elder 
of ihe Edinburgh gentlemen, and whom I under- 
stood to be a barrister, insisted that I should 
remaingind take part of their dinner ; and their 
inguirics and demands speedily put my landlord 
md his whole family in motion to produce the 
best cheer which the larder and cellar afforded, 
and proceed to cook it to the best advantage, a 
science in which our entertainers seemed to be 
admirably skilled. In other respects they were 
lively yoimg men, in the hey-day of youth and 
good spirits, playing the part which is common to 
the higher classes of the law at, Edinburgh, and 
whih nearly resembles that of the young Templars 
in the dags of Steele and Addison, An air of 
giddy gaiety mingled with the good sense, taste, and 
inforrnxtion which their conversation exhibited ; 
and it seemed to be their object to unite the character 
ef man of fashUm and lovers of the polite arts, A 
fine genUmem, bred up in the thorough idleness 
and inomity cf pursuit, which I understand is 
absolutely necessary to the characUr in perfection, 
jnight in all probability have traced a tinge of 
pr^essknal pedantry which marked the barrister 
^ his ^oks, and something of active 

hmU hU empamion, and would certainly have 
detected mxre than a fashionable mixtuTS of in- 
fbmaiian emd animated intereet in the language 
to me, had no pretensions to be 
^ 7 * 
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SO critiCifl, mg co?npanio^ seemed to form a very 
happy mdaUure gf good^oreeding a'nd liberal in- 
formation, wUh a disposition to lively rattle, pwn, 
and jesti amusing to a grave ^man, because it is 
what he himself tan least casify command, * 

Tlve thin pale-faced man, whom their good- 
nature had brought into their society^ looked out 
of place as well as out of spirits ; sat on the edge 
of his seat, and kept the chair at two fed distance 
from the table; thus incommoding hmself eon^ 
siderabhj in conveying the victuals to his mouth, 
as \f by way of pcnancc for partaking of them in 
the company of his superiors. A short time after 
dinner, declining all entreaty to jmrtake of the 
wine, which circulated freely round, lie informed 
himself of the hour when the chaise had bem 
ordered to attend; and saying he would he in 
readiness, modestly u ifhdrrwfiom the apartment, 
'Jack,' said the barrister to his companion, 'I 
remember that poor fellow's face ; you spolce more 
truly than you were aware of ; he i cully is one of 
my clients, poor man.* * 

'Poor man!' echoed Halkit — 'I suppose you 
mean he is your one and only client?' 

' That's not my fault, Jack,' replied the other, 
whose name I discovered was Jlardie, ' Tou are 
to give me all your business, you know; and if 
you have none, the learned gentleman here knoivs 
nothing can come of nothing,' 

' You seem to have brought something to nothing, 
though, in the case of that honest man. He looks 
as ij he were just about to honour with his residence 
the Heari of Mit)-Lotiiian,’ 

* You are mistalcn—hc w just delivered from 
a, — Our friend here looks for an eoeplanalion. 
Pray, Mr. Paltieson, have yoic been in Edinburgh ? * 

I answered in the affvmiativc, 

' Then you must have passed, occasionally at 
least, though probably not so faithfully as I am 
doomed to do, through a narrow, intricate passage, 
leading out of the north-west eomer of the Parlia- 
ment l^quarc, and passing by a high and antique 
building wilh turrets and iron grates, 

Moline e^od the saying- oddy 

Near the church andJar/ro9n God * — 

Mr. Halkit broke in upon his learned counsel, 
to contrihuie his moiety to the riddle — 'Having at 

the door the sign of the Red Man ' 

'And being on the whole,' rcsumied the coun- 
sellor, interrupting his friend in his turn, ‘ a sort 
of place where misfortune is happily confounded 
with guilt, where all who are in wish to get 
out ' 

' Aiid where none who have the good luck io he 
out, wish to get in,' added his companion. 

'/ conceive you, genilcmen,' replied I; *you 
mean ihs prison,' 

' The prison,' added the yoimg lawyer — * You 
have hit it — (he very reverend Tolbooth itself; and 
lei me tell you, you arc obliged to us for describing 
it with so much modesty amd brevity ; for toith 
whatever amplifications we might have clmm io 
decorate the subject, you lay entirely at our mercy, 
since the Fathers Conscript of our city have decreed 
that the venerable edifice itself shall not remain in, 
existeme to confirm or to confute us.* 

* Then tho Tolbooth qf Edinburgh is called 
Heart qf Mid-Eothian ? ' said I. 

* S$ idrmA gnd rqputed, I assure yeu^* 
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' I Sdid It ioffU the las/t/vl diffidence 

iifhich a man lets slip a pun in presence of 
hU Siiperiors, Uhe 'metropolitan courUy 'inayt in 
ikixit casct he said tojiavc a sad JimrL* 

* 'Might as mij glove, Mr, PaUieson,* added Mr, 
Mardie ; ' and a close heart, and a hard l^art , — 
Keep U np, Jack,' 

'And a wicked heart, and a poor heart,* an- 
steered Halkit, doing his best, 

'And yet it may he called in some sort a strong 
heart, and a high heart,* rejoined the advocate, 

‘ You see Jean psU you both out of heart,* 

* I ham played all my hearts,* said tlte younger 
gentleman, 

' Then we*U have another lead* answered his 
companion. — * And as to the old and condemned 
Tolbooth, whfU pity the. same honour cannot he 
dom to U as has been done to manif of its inmaka. 
Why should not the Tolbooth have its "Last 
Speech, Confession, and Lying JVordi^** The 
old stones would he just as conaeious of the honour 
as many a poor dwil who has dangled like a UisslI 
cd the west end of it, while the hawkers were shout- 
ing a confession the culprit had never heard of,* 
'1 am afraid,* said I, '\f I might presume to 
give my opinion, it would be a tale of unvaried 
sorrow and guilt, * 

'Not entirely, my friend,* said llardie; 'a 
prison is a world within itself, and has its own 
business, griefs, and joys, peculiar to its circle. 
Its inmates are sometinus short-lived, hut so are 
soldiers on service ; they are poor relatively to the 
world without, hut there are degree s of wealth and 
poverty among them, and so some are relafiri/y 
rich also. They cannot stir abroad, bat neither 
cam the garrison of a besieged fort, or the crew of 
a ship at sea ; and they are not under a dispensa- 
tion quite so desperate as either, for they may hare 
as mwh food as they have money to buy, and are 
not obliged to work, whether they have food or not.* 
'Mut what variety of incident,* said I (not 
without a secret view to my present task), 'could 
possibly he derived from such a work as you are 
pleased to talk of? * 

* Infinite, * replied the young advocate, ' What- 
ever of guilt, crime, impo'tfure, folly, unheard-of 
misfortunes, and unlooked-for change of fortune, 
can he found to chequer life, my Last Speech of 
the Tolbooth should illustrate with examptes suf- 
ficient to gorge even the publics all-devouring 
appetite for the wonderful aiul horrible. The 
i/nventor of Jictitions narrative^ has to rack his 
brains for means to diversify his tale, a'lid aftir 
aXl can hardly hit upon eh tract rrs or incidents 
which have not been used again and again, until 
ihsy are familiar to the eye oj the reader, so that 
Ihs developments enlevement, the desperate wound 
qf which ths hero never dies, the burning fiver 
from which the heroine i* sure to recover, become 
a mere vmttfr of course, I join with my honest 
J^nd Orabbe, and have an unlucky jrrojiensity to 
iSvpe, when hope is lost, and to rely upon the cork- 
fieket^ whieh carries the heroes of romance safe 
ifkrough aM the billows of affiidi&n,* lie then 
declaimed ike following passage, rather toUh too 
much ihan too little emphasis : — 

Mmh have r feared, Bui am iw mere afi'tdd, 

WiuU some chmU Beauty fy some wretch Betrayed, 

Xe drawn away with such disiracUd speed,^ 

That she miidpates a dnoAfeU MsA 


Not so do I,-^Let solid walls impound 
The captive fair, and dig a Ufoai apntad; 

Lft there be Brasen locks and Bars 4f cUSCi, 

And keepers cruel, such as never feel; 

M'tih not a single note the purse supply, 

And xohen she Begs, let men and mauls deny; 
lie wtndoios there from which she dare not fall, 

Ani help so dUtant, V/f in vain to call; 

Still means of freedom will some Power devise. 

And Jfom the bajfied ruffian snatch h/s prise. 

' The end of uncertainty,* he concluded, 'is the 
death of interest ; and hence it happens thsJt no one 
910W reads novels.* 

* Hear him, ye gods!* returned his companion. 
'I assure you, Mr. Patticson, you mil hardly 
visit this learned gentleman, but you, are likely 
to fend the new novel most m repute lying on 
his table, — snugly iidrenched, however, heneajh 
Institutes, or an open volume of MorrisoTis 
Decisions,* 

'Do I deny it?* said the hopeful juriseonsuU, 
'or lohcrefore should I, since %t is well known 
these Dehlahs seduce my wisers and my betters? 
May they not be found lurking amid^ the mxdti- 
pUed memorials of our most distinguished counsel, 
and even peeping from under the cushion of a 
judge's arm-chair? Our seniors at the bar, 
within the bar, and even on the bench, read novels ; 
and, if not belied, soiine of them have UA'iUen novels 
into the bargain, I only say, that I read from 
habit and from indolence, not from.real interest ; 
that, like ancient Pistol devouring his leek, I read 
ami swear till I get to the end of the narrative, 
Put not so in the real records of human vagaries 
— not so in the Stale Triats, or in tdie Pools of 
Adjournal, where every noio and then you read 
new pages of the human heart, and turns of 
fortune far beyond what the boldest noveVist ever 
attempted to produce from the coinage qf his 
brain.* 

'And for such narratives* I asked, 'you suppose 
the History of the Prison of Edinburgh might 
afford appropriate m aterials ? * 

' In a degree unusually ample, my aear sir,* 
said Hardie, — 'Fill your glass, however, in Qw 
mean wh ilc, W nr.? it not for many years the place 

in which the Scottish parliament met? Was it 
not James's place of refuge, when, the mob, in- 
flamed by a sdlifious preacher, broke forth on him 
with the cries of " The sword of the Lord and of 
Qidcon — bring forth the wicked JUaman ** t Sim^e 
that time, how many hearts have throbbed within, 
these walls, as the tolling of the neigJJ^ouTing bell 
announced to them howfoM the sands of their life 
were ebbing ; how many must have sunk at the 
sound— how many were supported hy stubborn 
pride and dogged resolution — how many by the 
consolations of 'religion ? Have there not been 
some, who, looking hack on the motives of their 
crimes, svere scarce able to understand how they 
should have had such temptation as to seduce them 
from virtue^ and have there not, perhaps^ been 
oflteis, who, sensible of their inmeence, were 
divided between indignation at the undeserved 
doom whkh they were to undergo, conseiousnsss 
that they had not deserved it, and racking 
to discover some way in which they HhighJt 
vindicate themselves? Do you suppose un/y ^ 
these deep, powerful, and agiUUin>g fislihi^, cm 
U recorded and perused vyUhtsd emelMmg d dWft* 
spending depth deep, pow&iful, m4 agitking 
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inUrestf^Oh ! do hut wait till I puhlish the 
Oaiisos Odl^bros of Caledon taj and you mil find 
no wmd ^ a novel or a tragedy for some hyne to 
come. The true thing irdl triumph <roer the 
hrighicBt inventions of the most ardent imaginatim, 
Magna cst veritas, ct pnrvalobit.’ 

^ I have understood^ said /, encouraged hy the 
affability of my rattlu a ntertainer, Hhai less of 
this interest must ntiach to Scottish jurhprudoice 
than to that of any other country. The gemral 
morality of our people, their sober and prudent 
habits ’ 

* Secure them* said the barrister, ^against any 
greed increase qf professional thitres and depre- 
dators, but not against wild and iraffirard starts 
of faney and passion, producing enmes of an 
cxlraordAnary dtscriphon, whhh are precisely 
those to the detail of which we Udcnwdh thrilling 
viicrest, England has been much longer a h ighhj 
civilised country; her sulyiels have been very 
strictly amenable to laws administered udthoiU 
fear or f devour, a comphh divisum of labour has 
taken place among her subjects, and the very thieves 
and rohhirs form a distinct class in society, sub- 

, divided am<ynq them selves according to the subject 
of the dc 2 yrcctations, and the mode in which they 
carry them on, acting iqwi regular habits and 
2 >rinciples, which can be calculated and anfiei- 
/Hxled at Bow Strict, Hatton Harden, or the Old 
Bailey, Our sister kingdom is liK( a cultivatid 
field, — the farmer e.tp''cts that, in spde of all his 
care, a certain number of Wicds vdll rise with the 
corn, and can (ell you b forehand tlieirnames and 
a 2 ipearance. But Scotland is like one of her own 
Highland glens, and the moralist who reads the 
I'ccords of iur criminal jurisprudence, will find 
as many curious anomalous J acts in the history of 
mind, as the botanist srill detect rare specimens 
among her dingles and cliffs,* 

* And that* 8 all the good you have obtained from 
three perusals of the Commentaries on Scottish 
GrimindUJurispi'Vbdtnce^* said his companion, 

* I suppose the karrwd author very little thinks 
ihai the feasts which his (ruditirn and cwutencss 
havd aci?umulaled fot' the illustration of legal 
doctrines, mighi be so arranged as to form a sort of 
appendtjr to the half bound and slipshod volumes 
ofth^ circulating library,* 

*1*11 bet you a pint of elaief,* .^aid the cldrr 
lanvyer, *tha>t he will not fad sore at the compari- 
son, But, as we say at the bar, **Iheg T may nu* 
he interrupted ;** I have miuh more to say upon 
my Scottn^i collection of Causes Culubrcs, You 
wml phase rccollfct the scope and motive given 
for the eorUrivan^ and execution of many extra- 
ordinary and daring crimes, hy the long civil 
dissensions of Scofland-^hy the hereditary juris- 
dicHons, which, until 1741^, rested the investiga- 
tion of crimes in judges, icpiorant, piartial, or 
inUreked — hy the habits of the. gentry, shut up in 
their didwtd and solitary mansion-houses, nursing 
their revengeful passions just to keep their blood 
from stagnating — not to mention that amiable 
naMonal qualification, called the perfcrvidiim in- 
goi^^nni Scotonini, udiieh our lawyers join in 
alleging as a reason for the severUy of some of our 
enaettnents, iVhen I come to treat qf matters so 
my^rious, de^, and dmgevous, as these eircum- 
stance have given rise to, the blood of each reader 
pMl bo eardded^ amd his epidermis cri^wd into 
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goose skin. — BtUf hist /•^kere comes the landlord, 
with tidings, 1 suppose, that the chaise is ready,* 

It was no such thing — the tidings bore, that ns 
chaise could be had that evening, for Sir Peter . 
Plyem had carried forward my landlord*8 two 
2 ian‘s of horses that morning to the ancient royal 
bm'ough of Buhhhlmrgh, to look after his isitm'^ 
time. But ai Buhhh burgh is only one of a set of 
five boroughs which club their shares for a memb^ 
of parliament, Sir PeUrs adversary had judi- 
ciously watched his d( part are, in order to com- 
mence a in the no Z<s9 royal horotigh of 

Bitem, which, as all the world knows, lies at the 
very termination of Sir Peter's avenue, and has 
Wen held in lead big- J rings by him and his 
ancestors for time immemorial. Now Sir Peter 
was thus placed bi the situation of an ambitious 
moiiiarch, who, after having commenced a daring 
inroad into his enemy's tirr dories, is suddenly 
recalled by an invasion of his own hereditary 
dominions. He wn*s obliged in consequence to 
ntum from the half -won horougKof Bubhleburgh, 
to look after the half -lost borough of BUcm, aiid 
the two 2 ntir$ of horses which had carried him 
that morning to Bubblcburgh, were now forcibly 
detairud to transport him, his agent, his valet, his 
jester, and his hard-drinlcr, across the eountrij 
to Bitem, The cause of this detention, which to 
me was of as little consequence as it may be to the 
readit, was important enough to my companions 
to reconcile thm to the dday. Like eagles, they 
smelled the battle afar off, ordered a magnum of 
claret and beds at the Wallace, and entered at full 
career into the Babhh burgh and Bitem politics, 
with alt the 2 >t'abahle * petitions and complaints * 
to which (hey were likely to give rise. 

In the midst of an anxious, animaied, and, 
to me, most unintelligible discussion, concerning 
2 )rovosts, bailies, deacons, sets of boroughs, leets, 
town -clerks, burgesses resident and non-resident, 
all of a sudden the lawyer rceolleetcd himself, 

‘ Poor Dunover, we must not forget him ; * and the 
landlord was despatched in quest of the pauvro 
lionicnx, with an camiesfly civil inviiationto him 
for The rest of the evening. J could not help ask- 
ing the young gentloncn if they knew the history 
of this poor man ; and the counsellor ap2di(d him- 
self to his 2 >oek(t to recover the memorial or brief 
from which he had stated his cause, 

* JTc has been a candidate for our remedhim 
niiserabile/ said Mr, Uardic, * commonly called 
a ccssio bononim. As there are divines who have 
doubted the eternity of future punishments, so the 
Scotch lawyers seem to have thought (hat the crime 
of poverty might be atoned for hy something short 
of perpetvAil imprismment. After a months con - 
finement, you must know, a prisoner for debt is 
entitled, on a sufficient statement to our Su 2 >reme 
Court, setting forth the amount of his funds, and 
the nature of his misfortunes, and surrendering 
all his effects to his creditors, (o claim to be dis- 
charged from prison.* 

* I had heard,* I replied, * of such a humane 
regulation.* 

‘ yis,’ said JTalkit, *aiul the beauty of it is, as . 
the foreign fellow said, you may get the cossio, 
when the bonorums are all spent.-^But what, arc 
you pfmdmg in your pockets to seek your only 
memorial rnnotig old play-bills, letters requesting 
a meeting of the FaouUy, rules of the Speculative 
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iylUihui qfiteeiures--<ill the miscel- 
hwaue cements qf a young advocate's pockety 
Vihiah wntains everything but briefs and bank- 
^j^iStes f Can you not state a case qf cessio toUhoiU 
your nvetnorial ^ fYhy, it is dom every Saiur^ 
day. The events follow etuth other as regularly 
as elock’Worki and one form of condescendence 
might s\iU every one qf Cmn' 

‘ nis is very unlike the variety of distress 
which this gentleman stated to fall under the 
consideration of your judges f said I. 

* Trmf rcplM Ualkit; ^bvd Hardie spoke of 
crimiml jurisprudence, and this business is purely 
civil, I could plead a cessio myself wUlmd tl^e 
inspiring honours of a gown and three-tailed 
periwig, — Listen, — My client was bred a jonmey- 
mam, weaver — made some little money — took a 
faring f(yr conducting a far^, like drimng a 
gig, comes by ncUure) — late severe imes^induced 
to ,sign Mils with a friend, for whwh Iw received 
no value — landlord sequestrates — creditors accept 
a composition— pursuer sets up a public-house— 
foMs a second time — is incarcerated for a debt 
of ten pounds seven shillings and sixpence — 
his ^bU amount to blank — his losses to blank 
— his funds to blank — leaving a balance of 
blank in his favour. There is no opposition; 
your lordships will please grant commission to 
take his oath.' 

Hardie now renmnecd this ineffectual search, 
in which there was perhaps a little affectaiion, and 
told us the tale of poor Dun over's distresses, with 
a tone in which a degree of feeling, which he seemed 
ashamed qf as unprofessional, mingled with his 
attempts at wit, and did him more honour. It 
was oM of time talcs which seem to argue a sort 
of ilHueJc or fatality attached to the hero, A 
well-informed, industiwm, and blameless, hut 
poor and bashful man, had in vain essayed all 
the usual means by which others acquire independ- 
ence, yet had never succeeded beyond the aUainmcnt 
of bare siibsisfence, Duri ng a brief gleam of hope, 
raJth/BT than of aetu/il prosperity, he had added a 
wife and family to his cares, hut the dawn was 
speedily overcast. Everything retrograded with 
him ioioards the verge of the miry Slough of 
Despond, which yawns for insolvent debtors ; and 
after catching at each iwiq, and experiencing the 
protracted agony of feeling them one hy one elude 
hii grasp, he aeJually sunk inio the miry pit 
whence he had been extricated hy the professionaZ 
exertions of Hardie. 

* And, I suppose, now you have dragged this 
poor devil ashore, you will leave him half -naked 
on the beach to provide for himself?' saidHalkit. 

* Hark yc,' — and he whispered something in his 
ear, of which the penetrating and insinuating 
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words, * Merest seith my lard,' atone reached 
mine, 

* It if pesBimi exempli/ said Hardie, taughina, 

* to premde far a ruined client ; but I was think- 
ing of what you mention, provided it eas^ be 
^nanaged. — But hush / here he comes,* 

The recenJt relation of the poor man's misfortunes 
had given him, I was pleased to obeervs, a claim 
to the attention and respect of the young men, who 
treated him with great civility, ernd gradually 
engaged him in a conversation, which, much to 
my satisfaction, again turned upon the Causes 
C^l^brea of Scotland. Emboldened by the kindness 
with which he was treated, Mr. Lunover began to 
contribute his share to the amusement of tlw even’^ 
ing. Jails, like other places, have their wndent 
traditions, known only to the inhabitants, and 
handed down from one set of the melancholy 
lodgers to the next who occupy their oclU, Some 
of these, which Dunover ^mentioned, were interest- 
ing, and served to illustrate the narratives of 
remarkable trials, which Hardie had at his finger- 
ends, and which his companion was also well 
skilled in. This sort of conversation passed away 
the evening till the early hour when Mr, Dunover ^ 
chose to retire to rest, and I also retreated to take 
down memorandums of what I had learned, in 
order to add another narrative to those which it 
had been my chief amusement to collect, and to write 
out in detail. Tlw two young men ordered a 
broiled bone, Madeira negus, aid a pack of cards, 
and commenced a game at picquet. 

Next morning the travellers left Qandercleugk. 

I afterwards learned from the papers that both 
have been since engaged in the great political cause 
of Bubblehurgh and Bitem, a summary case, and 
entitled to particular despatch ; but which, it is 
thought, nevertheless, may outlast the duration of 
the parliament to which tlw contest rqfers, Mr, 
Halkit, as the newspapers informed me, acta as 
agent or solicitor; aid Mr, Hardie opmed for 
Hir Peter Plyem with singular ability, and to 
such good purpose, that I understand he has since 
had fewer play-bills aid more briefs in his pocket. 
And both the young gentlemen deserve ikcir good 
fortune ; for 1 learned from Dunover, who called 
on me some weeks afterwards, and eommun/teated 
the intelligence with tears in his eyes, thd their 
interest hid availed to obtain him a email ojfice 
for the decent maintenance of his family; emd 
that, after a train of constant and imintirrUpUd 
misfortune, he could trace a dawn mf prosperity 
to his having the good fortune to be fiung from 
the top of a mail-coach into the river Gander, in 
company uith an advocate and a srrUet to the 
Signet. Tlvc reader will not perhaps deem him- 
self equally obliged to the accident, since it brings 
upon him the following narrative, founded upon 
the conversation of the evening. 




Who hiis e'er been at Pans must needs know the (nlve, 

'J he fatal retreat of th' unfortunate brave ; 

Where honour and justice most oddly contribute^ 

'Xo ease heroes' pains by a halter anti gibbet. 

There death breaks the shackles which force had put on» 

And the hangman completes what the judge but Mgun ; 

There the squire of the pad, and the knij^ht of the post, 

Find their pains no more balked, and their hopc> no moic crossed. 

Prior. 


In former tinies, England had her Tyburn, to 
which the dovotod victims of justice were con- 
duetodein solemn procession up what is now 
called Oxford Street. In Edinburgh, a largo 
open street, or rather oblong square, surrounded 
hy hig)i houses, called the Grassmarket, was used 
for the same melancholy purpose. It was not 
ill ohoson for such a scene, being of considerable 
extent, and therefoie fit to accommodate a great 
number of ^uoctators, such as are usually as- 
sembled by this melancholy spectacle. On the 
other hand, few of the houses which surround it 
were, even in early times, inhabited by persons 
of fiushioik; so that those likely to be offended or 
over deeply affected by such unpleasant exhibi- 
tions were not in the way of having their quiet 
disturbed by them. The houses in the Grass- 
niarket are, generally si>oaking, of a mean de- 
scription ; yet the place is not without some 
features of grandeur, being overhung by the 
southern side of the huge rock on which the Castle 
stands, ftnd by the moSs-grown battlements and 
tunreM walla of that ancient fortrsas. 

Ttwas the custom, until within these thirty 
years or thereabouts, to use this esplanade for the 
scene of ]mblio executions. The fatal day was 
announced tp the public by the appeartmoe of a 
Inucp black gallows-treci towards tno eastern end 
the Crassmarket. lliis ill-omened impaiition 


was of groat height, with a scaffold surrounding 
it, and a double ladder ])laced against it, for 
the ascent of the unhappy ciiminal and the exe- 
cutioner. As this a])paratus w a.s always arranged 
lieforo dawn, it 8eem(‘d as if the gallows had grown 
out of the earth in the course of one night, like 
the picKluetion of some foul demon ; and 1 well 
remember the fright with winch the schoolboys, 
'when I was one of their number, used to regard 
these ominous signs of deadly preparation. On 
the night after tnc execution the gallows again 
disappeared, and was conveyed in silence and 
darkness to the place where it was usually de- 
posited, which was one of the vaults under the 
rarliament House, or courts of justice. This 
mode of execution is now exchanged for one 
similar to that in front of Newgate, — ^with what 
beneficial effect is uncertain. The mental suffer- 
ings of the convict arc indeed shortened. He no 
longer stalks between the attendant clergymen, 
dressed in his grave-clothes, through a consider- 
able part of the city, looking like a moving and 
walking corpse, while yet an inhabitant of thiji 
tjrorld ; but, as the ultimate purpose of punish- 
m^t has in view the prevention of crimes, it may 
at least be doubted whether, in abrid^ng the 
melanoholy ceremony, wo have not in part dimin- 
ished that aptiaUing effect upon the spectators 
which is the useIVtl end of such inflictiphs, 
ur 







4ud in bobBidotatiou oV which alouo, imless in, 
very, iwticiilar cases, capital sentonces can bo 
altogether justihod. < . 

On the 7th day of September 1736, these 
ominous prex»ai’atioiis for execution were descried 
in the place we have described, and at an early 
hour the space around began to be occupied by 
several groups, Ayhc) gazed on the Bcaif^d ^nd 
/gibbet nuth a stern ana vindictive show of satis- 
I pife tion very seldom testified by the populace, 
!^Ii6s 6 good nature^ in most cases, forgets the 
crime of the oondemped person, and dwells only 
on his misery. Bilt the act of whicli the expected 
culprit had been cdhvicjtod was of a description cal- 
culated neatly and closely to awaken and irritate 
the resentful feelings of the multitude. The talc 
is well known j yet it is necessary to recapitulate 
its leading circumstances, for the bettor under- 
standing what is to follow ; and the narrative may 
prove iQng, but I trust not uninlcrcstii^g oven to 
those who have heard its general issue. At any 
rate, some detail is*necessary; in order to render 
intelligible the subsequent events of our narrative. 

Contraband trade, though it strikes at the root 
of legitimate govei^ment by encroaching on its 
revenues, — though it injures the fair trader, and 
debauches the mind of tho|» engaged in it, — is 
not usually looked upon, either by the vulgar or 
by their betters, in a very heinous point of view. 
On the contrary, in those countries where it pre- 
vails, the cleverest, boldest, and most intelligent 
of the peasantry are unifonnly engaged in illicit 
transactions, and very often with the sanction of 
the farmers and inferior gentry. Smuggling 
was almost universal in Scotland in the reij^is of 
George I. aqd II. ; for the people, unaccustomed 
to imposts, and regarding them as an unjust ag- 
' gression upon their ancient liberties, made no 
scruple to elude them whenever it was possible 
to do so. 

The county of Fife, bounded by two firths on 
tho south and north, and by the sea on the east, 
and haying a number of small seaports, was long 
famed for maintaining successfully a contraband 
trade ; and as there were many seafaring men re- 
siding there who had been pirates and buccaneers 
in their youth, there were not wanting a sufficient 
number of daring men to carry it on. Among 
these, a fellow cwled Andrew Wilson, originally 
a baker in the village of Pathbead, was particu- 
larly obnoxious to the revenue officers. He w^as 
possessed of great personal strength, courage, 
and cunning, — was perfectly acquainted with 
the coast, and capable of conducing tlio most 
dospemte enterprises. On several occasions bo 
^picHOeeded in baffiing the pursuit and researches 
. king's officers ; but he became so much the 

,^act>of their suspicions and watchful attention, 
Jnngth he was totally ruined by repeated 
The man became desperate. He con- a 
I ^Jl}meelf as robbed and plundered ; and j 
Mto his head that he had aright to make 
' (. 08 he could find opportunity. Where 
is pSre|)ared for evil, opportunity is 
ig wanting. This Wilson Iparned that 
. .Otor M. the oustoms at Kirkcaldy Msd 
in the coutse of his official 

jr, Vidth a ispttsiderf bj|,saih of puhJio 





■ ■ ^ ■ " ' ■ ' ■ ■ ' I i 

seixed from him, Wilson felt no scrbple of con- 
science in resolving to reimburse himself for his 
losses, at the expense of the collector and the' 
revenue. Ho associated with liimsclf one Bobort- 
son, and two other idle young men, whom, having 
been concerned in the same illicit trade, he per- 
suaded to view the transaction in the same justi- 
fiable light in which he himself considered it. 
-Tliey watched the motions of the collector ; they 
broke forcibly into tho house where he lodged, 

— ^^Vilsoh, with two of his associates, ^nfering 
tho collector's apartment, while Robertsofi, the 
fourth, kept w^atch at the door wirix a drawn cut- 
lass in his hand. The officer of the customs, 
conceiving his life in danger, escaped out .of his 
bedroom window, and fled in his shirt, so that, 
the plunderers, with much ease, possess^ thein^ 
selves of about two hundred pounds of pub^c 
money. The robbery was committed in a very 
audacious manner, for kveral persons were pass- 
ing in the street at the time. But Kobertson 
representing the noise they heard as a dispute or 
fray betwixt the collector and the people of the . ' 
house, the worthy citizens of Pittenw'eem , felt 
themselves no \vay called on’ to interfere in behalf 
of tho obnoxious revenue officer ; so, satisfying 
themselves with this very superficial account of 
the matter, like the Levite in the parable, they 
passed on the opposite side of the way. An alam 
was at length given, military were called in, the ♦ 
depredators were pursued, the l>ooty recovered, 
and Wilson and Robertson tried and condemned 
to death, cliiefly on the evidence of an accompliee. 

Many thoiight that, in consideration ot the 
men's erroneous opinion of the nature of the action ' 
they had committed, justice might have been 
.satisfied with a less forfeiture than that of two 
lives. On tho other hand, from the audacity of 
the fact, a .severe example was judged necessary; 
and such was the opinion of the government. 
When it became apparent that tho sentence of 
death was to be executed, files, and other imple- 
ments ncce.ssary for their escape, were transmitted 
secretly to tho culprits hy a friend from withouj;. 

By these means they sawed a bar out of one of 
the prison -windows, and might have made their 
escape, but for the obstinacy of Wilson, trhd, 
he was daringly resolute, was doggedly perti- 
nacious of his opinion. His comrade Rooertson, 
a young and slender man, proposed to make the 
experiment of passing the foremostkthrough the 
gap they had made, and enlarging it from the out- 
side, if necessary, to allow Wilson free passage^ 
Wilson, however, insisted on making the first 
experiment, and, being a robust and lusty man, 
bo not only found it impossible. to get through 
betwixt the bars, but, by his struggles, he jammed 
himself so fast, that he was unable to draw liis 
body back again. In these circumstancee dis- 
covery became unavoidable, and sufficient prc; 
cautions were taken by the jailor to prevent' 
any repetition of tho same attempt RoWteon 
uttered not a word of I’eflection on his 
for the consequences of his obstinacy ; but it 
peared from the sequel that Wilson’s 
deeply impressed with the recollection that, butf 
for him, his comrade, over whose tumd he, exer- 
cised considerable influence, would ,not i#ve ** 
engaged in the criminal enterpria^, wiibh nwl - 
ti^ipfcated thus fatdUy; and that imw 
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become bis destroyer a second iitno, since, but for 
Ms obstinacy, Eobcrtsoii miKht have ellcctod his 
escape. Minds like WUsoivs, even when exer- 
cised in evil practices, sometimes retain tlie power 
of thinking and resolving with enthusiastic gene- 
rosity. His whole thoixghts wore. now Ijent on 
the possibility of savi».^ fiobertson’s life, without 
the teast respect to his own. The resolution which 
he adopted, and the manner in which lie carried 
it into effect, were striking and unusual. 

Adjacent to the Tolbootu or city jail of Kdin- 
burgh, is one of three churches into which the 
cathedral of Saint Giles is now divided, called, 
from its vicinity, the Tolbooth (Jhurch. It was 
the custom that criminals under sentence of 
dca^ were brought to this church, wiih a 
sufficient guard, to hoar and join in public 
worship on the Sabbath before execution. It 
Vas supposed that the hearts of these mifortunato 
persons, however hardened before against feelings 
of devotion, could not but be accchsiblo to them 
upon uniting their thoughts and voices, for the 
last time, along with tlieir fellow-mortals, in 
addressing their Creator. And to the rest oi the 
congregation, it was thouglit it (‘ould not but bo 
impressive and affecting, to find their devotions 
mingling with those u^o, sent by tlie doom of 
an earthly tribunal to appear where the whole 
earth is judged, might be considered as beings 
trembling on the verge of eternity. The pract ice, 
however edifying, has been discontinued, in eon- 
se^onco of the incident we arc about to detail. 

fee clergyman wliose duty it was to officiate 
in the Tolbooth Church, bad concluded an 
afreoting discourse, part of which was particularly 
directed to the mifortunato men, Wilson and 
Eobertson, who were in th<j pew set apart for the 
rsons in their unhappy situation, each secure/l 
twixt two soldiers of the City Guard. The 
clergyman had reminded them that the next 
congregation they must join would he that of 
the just, or of the unjust ; that the jisalins they 
MOW heard must be exchanged, in the space of 
tA'o brief days, for eternal hallelujahs, or denial 
lamentations ; and tliat this fearful alternative 
must dgpend upon the state to which they 
might be able to bring their minds before the 
moment of awful preparation : that they should 
not despair on account of the suddenness of the 
summons, but rather to feel this comfort in llioir 
misery, that, though all who now lifted the 
voice or bent the knee in conjunction with them, 
lay under the same sentence of certain death, 
tMy only had the advantage of knowing the 
precise moment at which it should be executed 
upon thorn. ^Therefore,’ urged the good man, 
his voiop tromhling with emotion, * redeem the 
time, my unhappy brethren, wliich is yet left ; 
and remember tliat, with the grace of Him to 
whom space and time are but as nothing, salva- 
tion may yet be assured, even in the pittance of 
delay which the laws of your country afford you.’ 

Eobettson was observed to weep at these words ; 
J}ut Wilson seemed as one whose brain had not 
entirely received their meaning, or whose thoughts 
weredeeplyimpressedwith some different subject ; 
*^n expression so natural to a person in his situa- 
tiQn» that it excited neither suspicion nor surprise. 

The benediotion was pronounced as usnai, and 
,the congregation was diimiseedi many lingering 


to indulge their curiosity with a more fixetl look 
at the two criminals, who now, os well as their 
guards, rose up, as if to depart when the cro^d 
should i>cnnit them. A murmur of compassion 
was heard to pervade the spectators, the more 
general, perhaps, on account of tlie alleviating 
cii'cumstaiiccs of the case ; when all at once, 
Wjlson, who, as wc have already noticed, was a 
very strong man, seized, tw’o of the soldiers, quo 
with each liand, and calling at the same 
to his companion, ‘ Run, Gcordic, run ! ’ lht|jf’ 
himself on a tliirii, and fastened his teeth on the 
collar of his coat. Kobeitsou stood for a second 
as if thunder struck, and unable to avail himself 
of the oi)i)ortniiity of escape ; but the cry of 
*Run, mil !' being echoed from many around, 
whose icclings surprised them into a very natural 
interest in Ins behalf, he shook off the gi'asp of 
the remaining soldier, threw himself over the 
pew, mixed with ‘the dispersing congi'egatiOn, 
none of whom felt incliuod to stop a poor wretch 
ttiking his last chance for his life, gained the 
door of the church, and w'as lost to all pursuit. 
The generous inti-cjiidity which Wilson had 
displayed on this occasion aupneiited the feeling 
of coniiiassion wdiicli attenaed his fate. The 
]»ublic, where tlnur own prejudices ai'e not 
eoncerned, arc easily engaged on tlic side of dis- 
interestedness and humanity, admired Wilson’s 
behaviour, and rejoiced in Robertson's escape. 
This general feeling was so great, that it excited 
a vague report that Wilson w'ould be rescued 
at the i>laco of execution, cither by the mob 
or by some of his old associates, or by some 
second extraordinary and unexpected exer- 
tion of strength and courage on his own jiart. 
The magistrates thought it their duty to provide 
against the jiossibility of disturbance. They 
ordered out, for protection of the execution pf 
the sentence, the greater part of their own City 
Guard, under the command of Captain Eorteous, 
a man whoso name became too memorable from 
the melancholy circumstances of tlie day, and 
subsoiiuent events. It may bo necessary to say 
a word about this person, and the conis whieli 
ho commanded. But tlie subject is of iinpoH- 
anoo sufficient to deserve another chapter. 


CHAPTER If. 

And thou, great god of aqua vitae I 
Wha sWays the empit*^ of this city — 

When fou we’re sometimes capernoity— 
lie thou prgjared, 

To hedge us frae that black banditti, 

The City Uuard 1 

FkRgusson’s Pa/it Payt. 

Captain J09N Poutkous, a name memorahlo 
in the traditions of Edinburgh, as well as in the 
rcroids of criminal jurisprudence, was the son of 
a citizen of Edinburgh, who endeavoured to breed 
him up to his own meclianical trade of a tailor. 
The youth, however, had a wild and irreclaimable 
Xiropensity to dissipation, which finally sent him 
% serve in the corps long maintained in the 
serviee of the States of Holland, ahd called tho 
Bcoteh Hntehj^ Here he 

ol ^ m idle ancl life, to &s wti^e 
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Mb BflTvioeB were ronuirod by the magiatmtea of 
Bditibnrgli in tbe distiirboa year 1716, for dis- 
olplining their City Guaid, iu which he shortly 
a^rwerds received a captain’s commission. It 
was only by his military skill, and an alert and 
resolute character as an officer of police, that ho 
merited this promotion, for ho is said to have 
been a man of profligate habits, an unnatural 
son, and a brutal husband. Ho was, howover, 
useful in his station, and his harsh and flerco 
habits rendoTod liim formidable to rioters or 
disturbers of tho public ])cacc. 

The corps in which he held his command is, 
or perhaps we should rath»»r s.iy miSj a body of 
about one hundred and twenty soldiers, divided 
into three comitauics, and legulatly armed, 
clothed, and einbodiod. They were chiefly 
veterans who enlisted in this corj)h, having tho 
benefit of working at their trades wlien they were 
off duty. These men had tho charge of pi eserv- 
ing public order, repressing liols and street 
robberies, acting, iu short, as an armed ]>olice, 
and attending on all public oi'casions wheie 
confusion or popular dlsturbaiioe might be 
expected. * Poor Fergiissoii , w hose irregulai ities 
sometimes led him into unpleasant rencounters 
with these military conservators of public order, 
and who mentions them so often that ho may bo 
termed tlioir poet laureate, t thus admonishes his 
readers, warned doubtless by liis owm experi- 
ence 

Gude folk, as ye come frae tbe fair, 

Bide yont frae tins black squad : 

There’s nae sic savages elsewhere 
Allowed to wear cockad. 


In fact, tho soldiers of tho City Guard, being, 
as we have said, iu general discharged veterans, 
who had strength enough remaining for this 
municipal duty, and being, moreover, for tbo 
greater part Highlanders, were neither, by birth, 
education, nor former habits, trained to endure 
with much patience tho insults of the rabble, or 
the provoking petulance of truant schoolboys, 
and idle debauchees of all doseiiplions, with 
whom their occujmtion brought them into eon tact. 
On the contrary, tho tempers of the poor old 
fellows were soured by the indignities with which 
the mob distinguish^ thorn on many occasions, 
and frequently might have required the soothiug 
BtraiuB of the poet we have just quoted — 

O soldiers 1 for your ain deer sokes, 

For Scotland's Io\e, the L/nd o’ Cokes, 

Cie not her balms sic deadly paiks. 

Nor be soe rude, 

Wi' firelock or Lochjber>aAe, ^ 

As spill their blood ! 


On all occasions when a holiday licensed some 
riot Ond irregularity, a skirmish with these 
was a favourite recreation with tho 
rohble of Edinburgh. These pages may perhaps 
see ^ light when many have in fresh recollec- 
tidh snoa onsets as we allude to. But tho 
Vsherilbla corps^.with whom tho contention was 


*TI)« Xiord Provost was ex-oflicio commander 
iMSlOM of the corps, which might be increased to thfte 
himdfW pSen when the times required iu No o^er drum 
.bM thihf was allowed to sound on the High Street be* 

Peigfussow; the Scottish bom *750^ died 
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hold, may now bo considered as totalhr extinct. 
Of 'late the gradual diminution of tnsss ojldo 
soldiers reminds one of Uie abatement of King 
Lear's hundred knights. The edicts of each 
succeeding set of ma^st rates have, like those of 
Goncril and Regan, diminished this venerdble 
band with the similar question, * 'What need we 
five - and - twenty ?— ten or five ? * And it is 

now nearly come to, ‘ What need one ? ’ A spectre 
may indeed hero and there srill be seen, of an 
old grey-headed and giey-beardcd Highlander, 
with w^ar-worii features, but bent double by Sgo: 
dressed in an old- fashioned cocked -hat, bound 
with white tape instead of silver Isce; and in 
coat, waistcoat, and broeclies of a mud^y- 
eoloured ixid, bearing in bis withered hand an 
ancient weapon, called a Lochaber-axe ; a long 
namely, with an axe at the extremity, 
and a hook at the back of the hatchet. 4^ Sdeh 
a ])hantom of former days still creqis, I have 
been informed, lound tlic statue of Charles the 
Second, in tho Parlianirnt Squaie, as if tbe 
image of a Stuart wore the last leiuge for any 
memorial of our ancient manneis ; and one or 
tw^o others are supposed to glide aiound the 
door of tho guard-house assigned to them in the 
Liickeiibooths, when their ancient refuge in the 
High Street was laid low.§ But the fate of 
manuscripts bequeathed to Iriends and executors 
Is so uncertain, that the nanative containing 
these frail memorials of the old Town Guard of 
Edinburgh, wdio, with their grim and valiant 
corporal, John Dim (tbe ficrcest-lookinc fellow 
I ever sawO, were, in my boyhood, the alternate 
terror and derision of tne petulant brood of the 
High School, may ])crhaps only come to light 
when all memory of the institution has faded 
aw'ay, and then serv e as an illustiation of Kay's 
caricatures, who has preserved the features of 
some of their licrocs. In the preceding genera* 
tion, when tliero was a pcii)etual alarm for the 
])lots and activity of the Jacobites, some pains 
were taken by the magistrates of Edinburgh to 
keep this corps, though composed altt^ays* of 
such materials as w'o liave noticed, iu a more 
cflcctivo state than W'as aftcrwaids judged 
necessary, when their most dangerous service 
was to skirmish with the rabble on the king's 
birthday. They were, therefore, more we 
objects of hatred, and loss that of scorn, than 
they w’cre afterwards accounted. • 

To Captain John Porteous, the honour of his 
command and of liis coi-ps seems to 'have been 
a matter of high interest and importance. He 
was exceedingly incensed against Wilson for the 
affront which ho construed hiip to have put upon 
his soldiers, in the eflort he made for the libera- 
tion of his companion, and expressed himself 
most ardently on tlie subject. He was nO lees 


t This hook was to enable the bearer of the Lechaher* 
axe to scale a jjateway, by grappling the top of the doOr, 
and swinging himself up by the stan his weapon. 

$ This ancient corps is now entirely disbanded. Their 
last march to do duty at Hallowfair had something indt 
affecting. Their drums and fifes had be<n wont |n oettee 
days to play, on this joyous occasion, the lively tupe of 
* Jockey to the Ihlri* 

hot on this final occasion the afflicted veterans moved sldwly 
to the dirge pf 

*The iMt tipBf 1 came ewer the mvhr^' 
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ii^digttaut at tho report tliat there was an 
^ intentiou to roscue Wil&on himself from tho 
\^ilDW)f, and uttorod many threats and improca- 
upon tliat subject, which were afterwards 
i^embered to his disadvantage. In fact, if a 
good deal of determination and promptitude 
rendered Portoous, in one ro&pect, fit to com- 
mand guards dosigiud to suppress popular com- 
motion, ho seems, on tho other, to have been 

a ualified for a charge so delicate, by a hot 
surly temper, always too ready to come to 
blows and violence ; a character void of ]»riii- 
oiple; and a disposition to regard tlio rabble, 
who seldom failed to regale hi in and liis«>oldiois 
with some marks of their disploasuio, as de- 
clared enemies, upon whom it was natural and 
justifiable that ho should seek opportuiiities of 
vengeance. Being, however, tho most active 
and trustworthy among the cajitains of the City 
Guard, he was tho jMirson to whom tho ma^s- 
trates confided the command of the soldiers 
appointed to keep tho peace at tho time of 
wilaon’s execution. He was ordered to guard 
^ thi^llows and scaffold, with about eighty men, 
* all tnh^lisposablo force that could be spared for 
that duV. 


But the ma^strates took fuitlicr precautions, 
whiotf affectedrortoous’s jirido very decjily . They 
requested tho assistance of part of a regular in- 
fantry regiment, not to attend upon the execution, 
but to remain drawn up on the principal street of 
tho city, during the time tliat it wont fonvard, in 
order to intimidate tho multitude, in case they 
should be disposed to be unruly’, witli a dis])lay of 
force which ooiild not bo rosiste(l without dcs^iera- 
tion. It may sound ridiculous in our cars, con- 
sidering tho fallen state of this ancient civic corps, 
that its officer should have felt punctiliously 
^lous of its honour. Yet so it was. Captain 
Porteous resented, as an indignity, tho introduc- 
ing the^ Welsh Pusileers within tho city, and 
drawing them up in the street w^hcro no drums 
but his own were allowed to be sounded without 
the Bpeeial command or permission of tho magis- 
trates. As ho could not show liis ill-humour to 
his patrons tho magistrates, it iiicrcasod his in- 
dignation and his desire to be revenged on tho un- 
fortunato criminal Wilson, and all wlio favoured 
him. These internal emotions of jealousy and 
rage wrought a change on the man’s mien and 
bearing, viable to all who saw him on tho fatal 
morning when Wilson was appointed to suffer, 
Porteous's ordinary appearance was rather favour- 
able. . He was about the middle size, stout and 
W«H made, having a military air, and yet rather 
a gentle and mild countenance. His complexion 
wa^ brown, his face somewhat fretted with tho 
Sfiars of the smallpox, his eyes rather languid 
than keen or fierce. On tho present occasion, 
however, it seemed to those who saw him as if 
he were agitated by some evil demon. His step 
was irregular, his voice hollow and broken, his 
countenance pale, his eyes staring and wild, his 
sneeoh imperfect and confused, and his whole 
appearance so disordered, that many remarked 
beseemed to bo/«y, a Scottish expression, mean- 
ing the state of those who are driven on to their 
impendmg fato by tho strong impulse of some 
irtesiatible neo^ity. 

(hto part of hie conduct was tndy diabolical, 


jb 

if indeed it has not been exaggerated by the 
general prejudioe entertainod against his memory, 
when Wilson, the unhappy oriminal, was de- 
livered £o him bjr the keeper of the prison, in 
order that he m^ht be conducted to the place 
of execution, Porteous, not satisfied with the 
usual preoautions to prevent escape, ordered liim 
to be manacled. This might be justifiable from 
the character and bodily strength of the male- 
factor, as \^cU as from the apprehensions so 
generally entertained of an expected rescue. But 
the hanucutfs Inch were produced being found 
too small for the wiists of a man so big-boned as 
AViUon, Poi toons ju'ocecded with his own hands, 
and by great exertion of btroiigth, to force them 
till they clasped together, to tho exquisite torturo 
of the unhappy criminal. Wilson remonstrated 
against such barbarous usage, declaring that the 
pain distracted his thoughts irom the subjects of 
meditation proper* to his unhappy condition. 

‘ It si^iilies little,’ replied Captain Porteous ; 
‘your pain will soon be at an end.’ 

‘ Your cruelty is great,’ answered the sufferer. 
‘ You know not how soon you yourself may have 
occasion to ask the mercy which you are now 
refusing to a rellow-croatiirc. May (rod forgive 
you < ’ 

These words, long afterwards quoted and re- 
membered, were all tliat passed between Porteous 
and his prisoner ; but as they took air, and be- 
came known to tho i>oo]>lc, they gi'oaily increased 
tho popular compassion ior Avilson, and excited 
a proportionate degree of indignation against 
Porteous ; against whom, as strict, and even 
violent in the discharge of his unpopular office, 
the common people had some real, and many 
imamnary causes of complaint. 

AVhen the ])ainful procession was completed, 
and Wilson, with the escort, had arrived at the 
scaffold in the Orassmarket, there appeared no 
signs of that attempt to rescue him which had 
occasioned such precautions. Tho multitude, in 
general, looked on with deeper interest thou "at 
ordinary executions ; and there might be seen, 
on the countenances of many, a stern and in- 
digiiant expression, like that with which the 
ancient Camoroniaus might be supposed to wit- 
ness tho execution of their brethren, who globed 
the Covenant on the same occasion, and af the 
same spot. But there was no attempt at violence. 
Wilson himself seemed disposed to hasten over 
the si»co that divided time from eternity. The 
devotions proper and usual on such occasions 
wore no sooner finished than he submitted to his 
fate, and the sentence of tho law was fulfilled. 

He had heeh suspended on the gibbet so long 
as to bo totally deprived of life, when at once, 
as if occasioned by some newly-received impulse, 
there arose a tumult among the multitude. Many 
stones were thrown at Porteous and his guards \ 
some mischief was done ; and the mob continued 
to press forward with whoops, shrieks, howls, and 
exclamations. A young fellow, with a sailor’s cap 
slouched over his face, sprung on 'the scaffold, and 
cut the rope by which the criminal was suspended. 
Others approached to oariy off tho body, mther to 
seeure for it a decent grave, or to try, perhaps, 
some means of resuscitation. Oaptam Porteous 
was WTOus^t, W appearauee of insurr^on 
against his authority, into a so headlong; as 
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m&de Wtn forget that,*-tlio aeiitouco liaving been 
fully eixeeuteoi it was bis dittv not to engage in 
jbostiUtioe with tho misguided multitude, but to 
atUw off his men ad fast as possible. He sprung 
the scaffold, snatched a musket from one 
of his soldiers, commanded the party to give fire, 
lliud, as several eye-witnesses concurred in swear- 
ing, set them the example, by disohai’cing his 
piece, and shooting a man dead on tue spot. 
Several soldiers oljeyod his command or followetl 
his example ; six or seven persons wore slain, and 
a great many were hurt and wounded. 

After this act of violence, tho captain i)ro- 
ceeded to withdraw his men towards their guard- 
house in the High Street. Tlio mob were not 
so much intimidated as inceriHod bv what liad 
been done. They pursued tho soldiers with 
execrations, accompanied by volleys of stoiiei* 
As they pressed on them, the rearmost soldiers 
turned^ and again bred with fatal aim and 
execution. It is not accuivdely known whether 
Porteous commanded this second act of violence ; 
but of course tho odium of the whole tiansactions 
of the &tal day attached to him, and to him 
alone. Ife arrived at the guard-house, dismissed 
his soldiers, and wont to make his re])ort to the 
magistrates ooncerniiig the unfortunate oveiits of 
the day. 

Appaiently by this time Ca])taiii Porteous had 
be^u to doubt tho proj}riety of his own conduct, 
and the reception he inot with from the magis- 
t^tes was ^uch as toiuake him still more anxious 
,to gloss iff over. lie denied that ho had given 
ordei'B to fire; he denied that ho had fired with 

* hia own hand; ho even pioduced 1 ho fusee which 
ne carried as an officer, for examination ; it was 
found still loaded. Of throe cartridges which i 
he was seen to put in his pouch that nioming, | 

* two were still there ; a white handkerchief wiis 
thrust into the muz/Ao of tho |»iece, and returned 
unsoiled or bUekened. To the defence found^’d 
on these cii cumstauccs it uas answered, that 
Porteous had not used his own piece, but had 
bebn seen to take one fjom a soldier. Among 
the many who had been killed and wounded by 
the unhappy fiic, there wore several oP better 
rank ; for even the humanity of such soldiers as 
bred over the heads of the mere rabble around 
tho ^scaffold, ]>rovo(l in some instances fatal to 
persons -v^lio -wero stationed in windows, or 
observed the mnlaneholy scene from a distance. 
The voice of public indignation was loud and 
geiloral; and, -ore men’s teTnper.s had time to 
cool, the trial of Captain Porteous took ])lace 
before the Iligh Court of Justiciary. Aft<*r a 
long and patient hearing, tho^ury had tho 
difficult duty of balancing the posit iVo evidence 
of many persons, and those of lespectabihty, 
Vfho deposed positively to the jirisoners eom- 
mandjpg his .soldieis to .ire, and himself firing 
Ilia piece, of which some swoio that they saw 
'|b|l stAoke and ffash, and beheld a man. drop 

whom it was pointed, with the negative 
teetimouy of others, who, though well stationed 
. fbr aoemg what had passed, neither heaid 
Porteoit$ give ordera to hra, nor saw him hre 
but, on the contrary, averred that the 
fired by a toldier.who stood close 
A groat port of hU' defence was also 
MO the tnrbulenco of tit# mobj udiiob 



witnesses, according lo their feelings, their 
prcdilootions, and tlieir opportunities of obser- 
vation, represented differently ; some desmibing 
as a formidable riot, what others represented as 
a trifling disturbance such as always used to 
take place on the like occasions, when tho 
executioner of tho law, and the men commissioned 
to protect him in his task, were generally exposed 
to some indignities. The verdict of the jury 

in thcii minds. It dcclaiod that John Porteous 
ilrod a gun among tho people assembled at the 
execution; that ho gave orders to his soldiers 
to fire, by which many persons were killed and 
w’ounded; but, at the .same time, that tho 
prisoner and his guard had been wounded and 
beaten, by stones tlirow'n at them by the multi^ 
tu'lc. Upon lliis verdict, the Lords of Justiciary 
passed sentence of deatli against Captain John 
Porteous, adjudging him, in tho common form, 
to be haiigeil on a gibbet at the common place 
of execution, on Wednesday; 8Lh Scptemlier 
1736, and all his moveable projierty to l)e for- 
feited to the king’s use, accoiaing to the Scottish 
law in cases ol wilful murder.* * 


CHAPTER Iff. 


The hour’s come, but not the man.f 

Kelpie. 

On the day when tho unhappy Porteous was 
exjiectod to suffci flic sentence of the law, fhe 
jdaco of oxecution, extensive os it is, was crowded 
almost to suflbeation. There was not a window 
in all the lofty tenements around it, or in the 
steep and crooked street called the Bow, by 
which tho fatal prot‘ession was to descend irotn 
the High Street, that was not absolutely filled 
with sjieetators. The nncoiiimon he^ht and 
aiiinpio appearance of these houses, some of 
which wcie formerly tho property of the JCnights 
Templars and the Knights of Saint John, and 
still exhibit on tlieir fronts and gables the iron 
[ cross of these orders, gave additional effect to 
! a scene in itself so striking. The area of the 
(frassinarket resembled a huge dark lake or sea 
of huUian heads, in the centre of w'hich arose 
the fatal tree, tall, black, and oiginous, from 
which dangled the deadly halter. Every object 
takes intcrc.st from its uses and associations, 
and tho erect beam and empty noose, things go 
simple in themselves, became, on such an occa- 
sion, objects of terror and of solemn interest.* 
Amid so numerous an assembly there was 


^ The signatures affixed to the death-ivan.^nt of Captain 
rortoous weie — 

Anorlw Fietchxr of Milton, Lord Ju^itce-Clerk. 

Sir Jamrs Mackenzie, Lord Royston. 

David Erskinf, Lord Dun. 

.Sir WAi.rcR Pringle, Lord Newhall. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Lord Minto. 
t There is a tradition, that while a little stwam 
swollen into a torrent bv recent showers, the discontented 
\oice of the Wtiter Spirit was heard to pronounce these 
At the same moment a man, urged on fate, 
or, in Scottish language, arriyea at a gallop, jUtd pre- 
pared to cross the water. No reoionetraned worn the 
^slanders was ^ power to stop him-^he pluhged iptc^ thv 
rtream |uid perished, ^ 
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warwly a 'wonl S'pokon, save in whispers, The 
thiret of vongoauce was in some doKi’ce allayed 
t>y its supposed certainty \ and even tuo populace, 
wth deeper feeling than they are wont to entci- 
tain, suppressed all clamorous exultation, and 
prepared to enjoy the scone of retaliation in 
triumph, silent and decent, though stem and 
relentless. It scenic , ns if the depth of their 
hatred to the iinloi lunate criminal scorned to 
display itself in nnytJiing rcHombling the more 
noisy current of their ordinary feelings. Had 
a stranger consulted only the evidence of his 
ears, he might have suujiosed that so vast a 
multitude w'ero assomhlcd for some pin peso 
which affocled them with the deepest sorrow, 
and stilled those noises w'hicli, on all ordinary 
occasions, arise from such a concourse; but if 
he had gazed upon their faces, lie would have 
t been instantly undeceived. The compressed 
lip, the bent brow, the slt‘ni and flashing eyo ol 
almost, every one on whom he looked, conveyed 
tho expression of men come to glut their sight 
with triumphant revenge. It is probable that 
the appearance of the ciiniinal might liav'C 
soinewliat changed tho temper of the populace 
in his favour, and that tiiey might in tho 
moment of death have forgiven the man against 
wdioin their lesentmcnt had been so fiercely 
heated. It liad, liowever, liecn destined that 
the mutability of their sentiments w'as not to 
he exposed to this trial. 

The usual hour for producing the eiirainal 
had been jiast for many minutes, yet tho specta- 
tors observed no symptom of his appeal aiico. 

* Would they voiitmo to dcfiaiid public justice?* 
w'as the question which men began anxiously to 

*ask at each other. TIio first answer in cveiy 
case was bold and positive, — ^ They dare not.’ 
But when the point was fnither canvassed, 
other opinions were entertained, and various 
eauBes of doubt were suggested. PoHcoiis had 
been favourite olficei ot tho magistracy of the 
city, which, being a numerous and fluctuating 
body,, requires for its supjioit ^ degioo of energy 
in its functional ie.s, wdiich the individuals who 
cotnposo it cannot at all times alike bo supposed 
to possess in their own persons. It was remem- 
bered that in the Infonnation for Porteous (tho 
paper, namely, in wliich his case was stated to 
the judges of the ciiniinal court), he had been 
described J^y his counsel as tho person on whom 
the magistrates chiefly relied in all emor^ncies 
of uncommon difficulty. It was argued, too, 
tJiat his conduct, on tho unhajipy occasion of 
Wilson’s execution, was cajiablo of being at- 
tributed to an im])rudcnt excess of zeal fn tho 
execution of his duty, a motive for which those 
under whose autlionty ho acted might be sup- 
posed to have great sympathy. And as these 
oousidcrations might move the magisti'ates to 
make. a favourable represci\tation of Porteous’s 
case, there were not wanting others in the 
higher departments of government, which would 
make such suggestions favourably listened to. 

• Tho mob ^ Edinburgh, when thoroughly 
excited, had been at all times one of tlie fiercest 

* which could bo found in Europe ; and of* late 
years they had risen repeatedly against the 
government, and sometimes not without tern* 
jporwy euccees. They were eonsoions,' therefore, 
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that they were no favoflriles with tho mlera of 
the pcricMi, and that, if Captain PoKeous’s 
violence was not altogether ri^rdcd aa good 
service, it might certainly bo tuouglit, that to 
visit it with a capital jmnishment would render 
it both delicate and dangerous for future officem, 
in tho same circumstances, to act with cflfeot in 
repressing tumults. There is also a natural 
feeling, on tho part of all members of govern- 
ment, for the general maintenance of authority ; 
and it seemed not unlikely, that what to tho 
relatives of the suireicis a[q>ear(>d a wanton 
and unprovoked massacre, should bo otherwise 
viewed in the cabinet of Saint James’s. It might 
be there sujiposed that, upon the wlrolo matter. 
Captain Porteous was in tho exercise of a trust 
delegated to him by the lawful civil authority ; 
that he had been assaulted by the poi»ulaeo, and 
several of liis men hurt; and that, in finally 
repelling force by foice, his conduct could bo 
fairly imputed to no (tlher motive than self^ 
defence in tlio discharge ol his duly. 

These coiisideralions, of themselves very 
jiowcifnl, induced tho sjjccfaiors to apprehend 
tho pobsihilify of a icpiieve ; and to the various 
causes wliieh might iiitciost tho rulers in his 
favour, tho lower part ol the rahhle added one 
which was poculiuily well adapted to their com- 
prehension. It WMS averred, in order to inbreuso 
the odium against Poiteous, that while ho re- 
pressed with tho utmost severity tho slightest 
excesses of tho poor, he iiQt only overlooked the 
licence of tho young nobles and geiftiy, but WJis 
very willing to lend them tho eountcuanoe of 
his official authority, in execution of such looS% 
pranks as it was ihiefly his duty to have re- 
strained. This suspicion, w^hich was perhaps 
much cxaggtTtilod, made a deep ii^ipression on the 
minds ot Uio populace ; and when scvoral of the 
higher rank joined in a petition, recommending 
Porteous to tho "mercy of the Crown, it was 
generally supposed he owed their favour not to 
any conviction of the haidship of his case, hut 
to the fear of losing a convenient accomplice in 
their dobaueheries. It is scaieely necessary to 
say how much tins Riisi)icion augmented the 
people’s detestation of this obnoxious criminal, 
as well as their fear of his escaping tho sentence 
|)ronoanced ngainst him. 

'While these arguments were stated and replied 
to, and canvassed and supported, the hitherto 
silent expectation of tho people became changed 
into that deep and agitating murmur, which ia 
sent forth by tho ocean before the tempest begins 
to howl. The crowded nojmlai-e, ‘aS if their 
motions had corresponded with the unsettled 
state of their minds, fluctuated to and fro without 
any visible cause of impulse, like tho agitation of 
the wateis, called/ by sailors the gronncl-swell. 
The nows, which the magistrates had almost 
hesitated to communicate to them, were at len^b 
announood, and spread among the spectators mUi 
a rapidity like lightning, , A reprieve from flbe 
Secretary of State's office, under the hand of his 
Grace tho Duke of Newcastle, had arrived, Shti- 
matli^ the pleasure of Queen Caroline (regent of 
the kingdom dming the absence of t3epvge It. dn 
tho Ccmtisient), that the execution of the sentence 
of deeidi pronounced against John Porteou%^late 
oaptaMfeiitenAnt of the City Ouaid hf fidin* 
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burgll. present prisoner in the Tolbooth of that 
oity> be respited for six weeks from the time 
appointed for his execution. 

The assembled spectators of almost all degreesi 
whose minds had been wound up to the pitch 
which we have described, uttered a groan, or 
rather a roar of indignation and disappointed 
revenge, similar to tliat of a tiger from whom 
his meal has been rent by his keeper when 
he was just about to devour it. This fierce ex- 
clamation seemed to forebode some immediute 
explosion of popular resentment, and, in fact, 
such had been expected by the magistiatos, and 
the necessary measures had been taken to i epress 
it. But the shout was not repeated, nor did any 
sudden tumult ensue, such as it appeared to an- 
nounce. The. populace seemed to be asliamed of 
having expicssud their disappointment in a vain 
clamour, and the sound changed, not into the 
silence which had preceded the arrival of these 
stunning news, but into stifled mutterinra, which 
each group maintained among themselves, and 
which were blended into one deep and hoarse 
murmur which floated above the assembly. 

Yet still, though all cxpcclation of the execu- 
tion was over, the mob remained assembled, 
stationary, as it were, through very resentment, 
gazing on the preparations for death, wdiich had 
now been made in vain, and stimulating their 
feelings, by recalling the various claims which 
Wilson might have had on royal mercy, from 
the mistaken motives on which he acted, as well 


as from the generosity ho had displayed towards 
his accom]»lice. ‘This man,’ they said, — ‘the 
bravo, the resolute, the generous, was executed 
to death without mercy ior stealing a purse of 
gold, w^hioh in some sense ho might consider as 
a fair reprisal ; while the profligate satellite, w*ho 
took advantage of a trifling tumult, inseparable 
from such occasions, to shed the blood of twenty 
of his fellow-citizens, is deemed a fitting object 
for the exercise of the royal prerogative of mercy. 
Is this to 1)6 borne? — would our fathers have 
home it ? Are not w^e, like them, Scotsmen and 
buighers of Edinburgh ? ’ 

The officers of justice began now to remove the 
scaffold, and other preparations which liad been 
made for the execution, in hopes, by doing so, to 
accelerate the dispersion of the multitude. The 
measure had the desired effect ; for no sooner 
had the fatal tree been unfixed from the large 
stone pedestal or socket in which it was secured, 
and sunk slowly down upon the wain intended 
to remove it to the place where it was usually 
dctM>sitod, than the populace, after giving vent 
^ thoir feelings in a second shout of rage and 
moHifioationf began slowly to disperse to their 
nifual abodes and occupations. 

the windows were in like manner gradually 
dfiserteiL and groups of the more decent class of 
citizens lonned themselves as if waiting to return 
hotnawafde when tlio streets should be cleared of 
the mbblOk Contrary to what is freouently the 
tilia d^cription of persons agroca in general 
with w aehtixnents of their inferiors, and con- 
canae as common to all ranks. In- 
we hai^o already noticed, it was by no 
tpuMa toodfat the lowest class of the sp^ta- 
Jpa, most UMy to he mgagod k the 
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Porteous’s soldiers had taken effect. Several 
persons were killed who were looking out at 
windows at the scene, who could not of course 
belong to the rioters, and were persons of docent 
rank and condition. The burghers, therefore, 
resenting the loss which had fallen on their own 
body, and proud and tenacious of their rights, as 
the citizens of Edinburgh have at all times been, 
were greatly cxasporalod at tho unexpected ra* 
spite of Captain Porteous. 

It was noticed at tho time, and afterwards more 
paiticularly remembered, that, while the mob 
were in the act of dispcising, several individuals 
were seen busily pasring from one place and one 
gi'oup of people to anothci, remaining long with 
none, but whis])cring for a little tiiiio with those 
v.lio upt>cared to be declaiming most violently 
against the conduct of goveniment. These 
active agents had the appearance of men from tho 
pountry, and were generally supposed to bo old 
friends and confederates of Wilson, whose minds 
were of course highly excited against Porteous. 

If, however, it was tho intention of these men 
to stir tho multitude to any sudden act of mutiny, 
it seemed for f he time to be fruitless. The rabble, 
as well as tho more decent pait of the assembly, 
dispersed, and w'eiit homo T)caccably ; and it was 
only by observing tho moody discontent on their 
brows, or catching tho tenor of the conversation 
they held with each other, that a stranger could 
estimate the state of their minds. Wc will give 
the reader this advantage, by associating ourselves 
with one of the numerous groups who were pain- 
fully ascending tlio steep declivity of tho Wc^t 
Bow, to return to their dwellings in the Lawn- 
market. ^ 

‘ An unco thing this, Mrs. Ilowden/ said old 
Peter Plumdamos to hiS noighboiir tho rouping- 
wife, or saleswoman, as he oflored her his arm & 
assist her in tho toilsome ascent, ‘ to see tho grit 
folk at Ltinnon set their face against IgiW and 
gosx>el, and let loose sic a repiobato as Porteous 
upon a peaceable town ! ' 

‘ And to think o’ the weary walk th^ hfte 
gien us,’ answered Mis. Howden, with a groan ; 
‘and sic a comfortable window' as I hod gotten, 
too, just witbin a i>enny-stanc-east of the scaflold 
— I could hao heard every word tho minister 
said— 'and to })ay twalpennics for my stand, and 
a’ for naething ! ’ 

‘I am judging’ said Mr. Plumdamas, *that 
this reprieve waana stand glide in the auld Scots 
law, when the kingdom was a kingdom.’ 

‘ I dinna ken muoklo about tho law,’ answered 
Mrs. Howden ; ‘ but 1 ken, when wo had a king, 
and a chancellor, and parliament men o' our ain, 
w'o could aye peeblo tnem wi’ stanes when they 
werena gudo uairns — But nacbody’s nails c^xt 
reach tho length o’ Luimon.’ 

^ * Weary on Luunon, and a* that o'er came out 
o’tt’ said Miss Grizel Damahoy, an ancient 
seamstress ; ‘ they hao taon away our parliatnent^ 
and tliey liao oppressed our trade. Our gentles 
will hardly allow that a Scots needle can $6% 
rufldes on a sark, or laco on an overlay.* 

^ ‘ Ye may say -that. Miss Damahoy^ and I kea 
o' them that hae gotten raisins free Lunnoa by 
forpits at ance,' responded Plumdamasi *Jtna 
then eio an host of idle En^h gangers end ex* 
oiseneen m hae come down to vex imd 
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ViBp.thAt «n bonest man canna fetch aae muckle 

a bit anker o’ brandy frae Leith to the Lawn- 
market, but he’s like to be nibbit o’ the very 
ffud^ he's bought and paid for. — Wcel, I winna 
Justify Andrew Wilson lor pitting hands on what 
wasna his ; but if ho took nao mair than his ain, 
there's an awfu' dilferonco between that and the 
fa(^ this man stands for.’ 

'If ye speak about the law,’ said Mrs. How- 
den, 'hero comes Mr. Saddletree, that can settle 
it as weel as oiiy on the bench.' 

The party she mentioned, a grave elderly 
person, with a superb periwig, dressed in a 
decent suit of sad-coloured clothes, came up as 
she spoke, and courteously gave his arm to Miss 
Giizel Damahoy. 

It may bo necessary to mention, that Mr. 
Bartoline Saddletree kej^t an excellent and 
highly-esteemed shop for harness, saddles, etc. 
etc. , at the sign of the Golden Nag, at the head 
of Bess Wynd.* His genius, however (as ho 
himself and most of his neighbours conceived), 
lay towards the weightier matters of the law, 
and he failed not to give frequent attendance 
upon the pleadings and ar^ments of the 
lawyers and jnd^s in the nei^ibouring square, 
where,' to say the truth, ho was oftenor to be 
found than would have consisted with his own 
emolument ; but that his wife, an active, pains- 
taking person, could, in his absence, make an 
admiralue shift to please the customers and 
scold the journeymen. This good lady was in 
the habit of lotting her husband take his way, 
and go on improving his stock of legal know- 
ledge without interruption ; but, as if in re<juital, 
she insisted upon liaving her own will in the 
flomestio and commercial departments which he 
abandoned to her. Now, as Bartoline Saddle- 
tree had a considerable gift of words, which he 
mistook for eloquence, and conferred more liber- 
ally upon the society in which ho lived than was 
at all ^mos gracious and acceptable, there went 
forth a saying, with which wags used sometimes 
to interrupt his rhetoric, that, as he had a golden 
nkg lit his door, so he had a grey mare in liis 
shop. This reproach induced Mr. Saddletree, 
on all occasions, to assume rather a haughty and 
stately tone towards his good woman, a circum- 
stanoo by which she seemed very little affected, 
unless he attempted to exercise any real author- 
ity, when she never failed to fly into open re- 
bellion. But such extremes Bartoline seldom 
provoked ; for, like the gentle King Jamie, he 
was fonder of talking of authority than really 
ezeroising it. This turn of mind was, on the 
whole, lucky for him ; since his substance was 
increased without any trouble on his part, or 
any intemiption of his favourite studios. 

This word in explanation has been thrown in 
to the reader, while Saddletree was laying down, 
with great precision, the law upon Porteous's 
oass, by which he arrived at this conclusion, 
that if Porteoua had fired five minutes sooner, 

^ [Maitland calk it Best's Wynd, and later writers Beth's 
^ynd. As the name implies, it was an open thoroughfare 
or alley leading Jrom the Lawiunarket, and extendra in a 
direct Ime from the old Tolbooth to near the head of the 
Cowgate* It was destroyed by fire in t7S6b and 
was totally removed in 1809, praparatory to the building 
Of the new libraries of the raculty of Advocates and 
Wdm to the Signet.] 


before WilflOtt was cut^down, he would have 
been versam Ufiito; engaged, that is, in a 
lawful ac‘t, and only liable to he piuusl'ed 
propter or for lack of discretion, which 

might have mitigated the punishment to pawa 
ordinaria* 

‘ Discretion I * echoed Mrs, Howden, on whom, 
it may well ho supposed, tlie fineness of this 
distinction was entirely thrown away, — ‘whan 
had Jock Port eons either grace, discretion, or 
glide manneis I mind when his father'— 

‘ But, Mrs. llowden,' said Saddletree— 

'Ami I,' said Miss Damahoy, ‘mind when his 
mother ’ 

‘Miss Damahoy,' entreated the interrupted 
orator 

‘And 1,’ said Plumdainas, ‘mind when his 
wife * 

‘Mr. Plnmdamas — Mrs. llowdon— MissDama- 
hoy,' again implored the orator, — ‘mind the 
distinction, as Counsellor Crossmyloof says — 
“ I," says ho, “take a distinction.’’ Now, the 
body of the criminal being cut down, and the 
execution ended, Portooiis ivas no longer official ; 
iho act W'hich he camo to protect and guard 
being done and ended, he was no bettor tliau 
cuivm cxpopulo.^ 

‘ Qmvis—qumSf Mr. Saddlotice, craving youf 
pardon,’ said (with a prolonged emphasis 011 the 
first syllabic) Mr. Butler, the deputy-school- 
master of a parish near Edinburgh, who at that 
moment camo up behind them a^ the false Latin 
was uttered. 

' What signifies intcrnipting me, Mr. Butler ? 
— hut I am glad to see ye notwithstanding — I 
speak after (Counsellor Crossmyloof, and lie said 
cuivis.* 

‘ If Counsellor Crossmyloof used the dative for 
the nominatiip, I would have crossed ?m loof 
with a tight leathern strap, Mr, Saddletree ; 
there is not a boy on the booby form hut 
should have been scourged for sucli a solecism in 
gi'ammar.’ 

‘ 1 speak Latin like a lawyer, Mr. Butler, and 
not like a schoolmaster,’ letortcd Saddletree. 

‘Scarce like a schoolboy, I think,’ rejoined 
Butler. 

‘ It matters little,’ said Bartoline ; ‘ all I mean 
to say is, that Porteous has become liable to the 
pceiM extra ordi-netTif or capital punishment — 
which is to say, in plain Scotch, the gallows — 
simply beoauso ho aid not fire when he was in 
office, but waited till the body was cut down, the 
execution whilk he had in cnarge to guard im- 
plemented, and he himself exonered of the 
public trust imposed on him.* 

'But, Mr. Saddletree,* said Plnmdamas, 'do 
ye really think John Porteous's case wad hae 
been better if he had begun firing before ony 
stanes were flung at aT 

' Indeed do I, neighbour Plnmdamas,' replied 
Bartoline confidently, ' he being then in i>oint 
of trust and in point of power, the execution 
being but inchoat, or, at least, not implemented, 
or finally ended ; but after Wilson was cut down 
it was a* ower-^he was clean exauctorate, and 
had na9 nuair ado but to get awa wi’ his guard 
up this West Bow as fast as if thfiM had been a 
caption after him.— And this is law! for I heard 
it laW down by Iiord Vinooyindent^m,* 
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* Vinoovinoontom i? he a lord of state, or a 
lord of seat r inqiiirotl Mis. Howden.* 

‘ A lord of seat — a lonl of scbsion. — I fash 
mysel* little wi' lords o’ stale j they vox me wi’ a 
vl^neeu idle (j^uostioiis about their saddles, and 
carpels, and holsters, and horso-furiiiture; and 
what they’ll cost, and whan they’ll bo ready— a 
wheen gollopiug geese— my wife may servo the 
like o' Uiom.’ 

* And so might she, in her day, hae served the 
best lord in the land, for as little as yo think o’ 
her, Mr. Saddletree,’ said Mrs. ITowdon, some- 
what indignant at the contemptuous way in 
which lier gossip was mentioned ; * when she 
and I were twa gilpies, we little tliouglit to 
hae sitten douii wi’ the like o’ iny aiild Davie 
Ilowdeu, or you cither, ^Ir. Saddletree.’ 

'While Saddletree, wlio was not bright ni a 
renly, was cudgelling his brains for an answer to 
this home-thrnst, Miss Daiuahoy broke in on him. 

*And as for the lords of state,’ said Miss 
DamUhoy, 'ye suld mind the riding o’ the 
parliament, t Mr. Saddletree, in tiio gude anld 
time before the Union, — a year’s rent o’ inony 
a gudo estate gaed for horse-gi*aith and lianiess- 
ing, forby broidered robes and foot - mautle.s, 
that wad hae stiid(‘ by their lane wi* gohl 
brocade, and that wfuo muekle in my ain liuf*.’ 

‘Ay, and then the lusty banqueling, with 
sweetmeats and comfits wet and dry, and dried 
fruits of divers sorts,’ said riutudamaH. ‘I5ut 
Scotland was Scotland in these days.’ 

‘ 1 11 toll yo what it is, neighbours,* said Mis. 
llowden, ‘ I’ll n(**er believe Scotland i.s Scotland 
ony mair, if our kindly Scots sit doun uith flie 
affront they liao gien us this day. It’s not only 
the blude that is shed, but thobludc that might 
hae boon shed, that’s required at our hands. 
There was my daughter’s \Nean, little Kppio 
Daidlo — my oe, yc ken, Miss Gri/el — had jilaycd 
the truant fiae the sidiool, as bairns will do, ye 
ken, Mr. Butler’ 

‘And for wliich,’ interjected Mr. Butler, 
‘they should bo soundly scourged by their 
well-wishers.’ 

‘Ami had just cnij>])eii to the gallows’ foot to 
see the hanging, as was natural for a weaii ; and 
what for mightna she liae been shot as weel as 
the rest o’ them, nnd where wad we a’ liac been 
then ? I wonder liow C,)iieen Carlinc (if lier name 
be Oarllne) uad hae liked to liae iiad ano o’ lier 
ain hainis in sio a venture 1 ’ 

‘Report says,’ aiisw(rod Butler, ‘that sueh a 
ciroumstanco would not have distressed lier 
endunineo.’ 

IMrs. Ilowdeu, ‘ flic sum o’ tlio 
matter is, that, were I a man, 1 wad hao amends 
o* Jock Porteous, ho the upshot what like o’t, if 
a' the carles ami carlines m England had sworn 
to the nay-say.* 

‘ 1 Wotud claw down the Tolbooth door wi’ my 
nidltt/ Miss Orizel, ‘ but I wad be at him.' 

mny be very right, ladies,’ said Butler, 

^ Imt I i^uld not an vise you to speak so loud.’ 

f Speak t * exclaimed both the ladies together, 

* thm will be naethiug else spoken aboi;! frae 

* A called a Lord of State. The Senators 

W were termed Lords of 3eat or 6f 

^tat« cavalcade at the opeitiof ofthf parltatnentd 


Majesty beyond 
‘A weal.* said 


the Weigh-hnuso to the Watergate, till this is 
either ended or mended.’ 

The females now departed to tlxeir respectivs 
places of abode. Plumdamas joined the other 
two gentlemen in drinking their ^neridim (a 
bumper -dram of brandy), as they passed the 
well-known low -browed shop in the Lawn- 
nunket, where they wore wont to take that 
refreshment. Mr. Plumdames then departed 
towards liis shop, and Mr. Butler, who hapi>cned 
to have some iiarticulnr occasion for the rein of 
an old bridle (the truants of that busy day could 
have anticipated its application), walked down 
the Lawnmarket with Mr. Saddletree, each talk- 
ing as ho could get a word thrust in, the one 
on the laws ol‘ Scotland, the otlicr on those of 
syntax, and neither listening to a word which 
his c(*mpanion uttered. 


CHAPTER IV. 

3.1s\xhair he colde right weel lay down the law, 
iSur in his house was meek as is a daw. 

Davik Lindsav. 

‘ Tjikhe has been Jock Driver the carrier here, 
sjieering about his new graith,’ said Mrs. Saddle- 
tree -to her liiLsbancI, as he crossed his threshold, 
not with the j>uri) 06 e, by any means, of consult- 
ing him upon his own affaiw, btit merely to 
intimate, by a gentle reeaiutulation, how much 
duty she had gone through in his absence. 

‘ Weel,’ replied Bnrtoline, and deigned not a 
word more. 

‘And the laird of (rhdingbursl has had his 
running footman * liero, and ca’d himsel’ (he’s a 
civil, pleasant young gentleman), to sec when tjjo 
broidered sodalc-cloth for his sorrel horse will 
be ready, for ho wants it agane The Kelso races.’ 

* Weel, aweel,’ replied Bartfdine, as laconically 
as before. 

‘And his lordshij) the Earl of Blazoiiburv, 
Lord Flash and Flame, is like to be clean daft, 
that the harness for tho six Flanders meara, wi* 
the crests, coronets, housings, and mounting coi[- 
form, are no sent hame according to promise gien. ’ 

‘Weel, weel, weel— weel, weel, gudewife,' said 
Saddletree, ‘if ho gangs daft, we’ll hao him 
cognosced — it’s a’ very weel.’ 

‘It's weel that ye think sae, Mr. Saddletree,’ 
answered his heljmiate, ratlier nettled at the in- 
difference with which lier report was^rcceived ; 

‘ there’s mouy ano wad hao tliouglit themselves 
affronted, if sae mony eustomers had ca’d and 
naebody to answer them but uomcii-folk ; for a* 
tho lads were atf, as soon iis your back was turned, 
to see Porteous hanged, that might bo counted 
upon ; and sae, you uo l»eiiig at liamo *— 

‘Houts, Mrs. Saddletree,’ said Bartolino, with 
an air of ooiisequonco, ‘ dinna deavo me wi' your 
nonsense ; I was under tlio necessity of being 
elsewhere— — as Mr. Crossmyloof said, 
when lie was called by two macers at once-^ 
non o?nr?ia vossmnus — pcssimm-^pmimU^l 
ken our kw-Latin offends Mr. Butler’s ears, but* 
it moans, Naebody, on it wore tho Lord ll^esident 
himsel’, can dp twa turns at anec.* 


• (See Note * Runniim Footmen ’ to BritJe pf Lammer* 
moor.) 
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'Very nglit. Hr, Saddletree,* answered his 
eareifiil helpmate, with a sarcostio smile ; * and 
nae doubt it*$ a decent thing to leave your wife 
to look after young gentlemen’s saddles and 
bridles, when ye gang to see a man, that never 
did ve nae ill, raxing a halter.’ 

* Woman,’ said Saddletree, assuming an ele- 
vated tone) to which the nvcrulian had somewhat 
contributed, ‘desist,- I say forbear, from intro- 
mitting with afiairs thorn eaiist not nuderstand. 
l)*yo think I was born to sit hero brogging an 
clsnin through bend -leather, when sic men as 
Duncan Forbes, and that other Aruiston chicld 
there, without miicklo greater }>arts, if the close- 
head Speak true, thanmyser, m.iun bo presidents 
and king’s advocates, nao doubt, ami wha but 
they ? Whereas, were iavour e(|^ually distribute, 
as in the days of the wight Wallace’ ' 

‘1 ken uaetlung we wad hae gotten by the 
wight Wallace,’ said Mrs. Saddletree, ‘unless, as 
1 hao heard the auld folk tell, they fought in tliao 
days wi’ bend-loathcr guns, and then it’s a ehaiicc 
but what, if he had bought them, ho might have 
forgot to pay for them. And as for the greatness 
, of your parts, Bartley, the lolk in the close-licad 
maun ken mair about them than I do, if they 
make sic a report of them.’ 

*I toll ye, woman,’ said Saddletree, iii high 
dudgeon, ‘that ye ken nacthiug about these 
matters. In Sir William Wallace’s days there 
was nao man pinned down to sic a. slavish walk as 
a saddler’s, for they got ony leather graith that 
they had use for ready-made out of Holland. * 

‘ Well,’ said Butler, who was, like many of his 
profession, something of a humorist and diy 
joker, ‘if that ho the case, Mr. Saddletree, 1 
think we have changed for the better ; wnce wo 
make our own harness, and only impoit our 
lawyers from Holland.’ 

‘It’s ower true, Mr. Butler,* answered Barto- 
line, with a sigh ; ‘if I had had the luck— or 
rather, i{ my father had had the sense to send 
me to Leyden and Utrecht to learn the Substitutes 
and Pandex ’ 

“You* mean the Institutes— Justinian’s Insti- 
tutes, Mr. Saddletree ? ’ said Butler. 

‘Institutes ami substitutes arc synonymous 
words, Mr. Butler, and used indiUerontly as 
biich in deeds of tailzie, as you may see in Bal- 
four’s Practiques, or Dallas of Saint Martin’s 
Stylos. I undorstniid these things pretty wed, 
I thank (Jod ; but I owui 1 should have studied 
in Holland.* 

‘To comfort you, you might not have been 
further forward than yoiiarc now’, Mr. Saddletree,* 
r-eplied Mr. Butler ; ‘ for oiir Scottish advocates 
Are an aristocratic race. Their brass is of the 
right Corinthian quality, and Non cuivis contigit 
adire Olpn'wiAwwi— Aha, Mr. Saddletree ? * 

‘And aha, Mr. Butler,’ rejoined Bartoline, 
upon whom, as may be w'cll supposed, the jest 
ww lost, and all but the sound of the words, '* yo 
said A giijf syne it was quivist and now I heard 
ye say cwtuw with my ain oars, as plain as ever I 
hgard a word at the fore-bar. ’ . 

‘Give me your patience, Mr. Saddletree, and 
discrepancy in three words,* 
mid Butler, as pedantic in bis own department, 

ifee enoranee of a bUud alley.] 


though with infinitely mo^e judment and learn- 
ing, as Bartoline was in his self-assumed profei* 
sion of the kw— Give me your patience for a 
moment. — You'll grant that the nominative case 
is that by^whioh a person or thing is nominated 
or desiguod, and which may bo called the primary 
case, all others being formed from it by altera- 
tions of the termination in the learned languages, 
and by prepositions in our modem Babylonian 
jargons— You’ll grant me that, I supjwse, Mr. 
Saddletree # ’ 

‘ I diima ken wdi ether I will or no — ad avia- 
amliim^ yo ken— naebody bbould be in a huny 
to make admissions, cither in point of law or 
in point of fact,' said Saddletree, looking, or 
endeavouring to look, as if ho understood what 
was said. 

‘And the dati\e ease,* continued Butlei* 

‘ I ken what a tutor dative is,’ said Saddletree, 

* rcailily enough.’ 

‘Tho dative case,’ resumed Uie grammarian, 
‘is that in which anything is given or assigned 
as properly belonging to a peu'son or thing — You* 
cannot deny that, 1 am sure i ’ 

‘I am sure I’ll no grant it, though,’ said 
Saddletree. 

‘Then, what tho dccril d’ye take tho nominative 
and the dative eases to be f ’ said Butler hastily, 
au<l surprised at once out of his decency of ex- 
preshiou and accuracy of pronunciation. 

‘ I’ll tell you that at leisure, Mr. Butler,* said 
Saddletree, w ilh a very knowing look ; ‘ fll take 
a day to see and answer every article of your con- 
deseeiKieiicc, ami then I’ll liold you to confess or 
deny as accords.’ 

‘t^ome, come, Mr. Saddletree,* said his wife, 

‘ w’o’ll hao nao eoiiicssions and condescendences 
hero ; let them deal in thao sort o’ wares that are 
paid for them — they suit the like o’ us as ill as a 
demipiquo saddle would suit a draught ox.* 

‘Aha !’ said Mr. Butler, * Oj)ta6 ephippia hos 
pigcTf nothing new under tho sun. — But it was a 
fair hit of Mrs. Saddletree, however.* 

‘ And it wad far better become ye, Mr. Saddle- 
tree,’ continued his licl})mate, ‘hinco ye say ye 
hac skcel o’ the law, to tiy if yo can do ony thing 
for Effie Deans, piiir thing, that’s lying up in tho 
Tolbooth yonder, cauld, and hungry, and com- 
fortless . — A servant lass of ours, Mr. Butler, arid 
as innocent a lass, to my thinking, and as usofu’ 
in the shop. — Wlicn Mr. Saddletree gangs out, 
—and ye’re awaro lie’s seldom at hame when 
there’s ony o’ the plea-houses open,— poor Eflie 
used to help me to tumble the bundles o’^barkened 
leather up and down, and range out the glides, 
and suit a’ body’s humours — and troth, she dould 
aye please tho customers w'i’ her answers, for she 
was aye civil, And a bonnier lass w^asiia in Auld 
Reekie. And when folk w»ero hasty and un- 
reasonable, slio could serve them better than me, 
that am no sao young as I hae been, Mr. Butler, 
and a w’ce bit short in the tem])er into tho bargain. 
For when there’s ower moiiy folks crying on me 
at ance, and nane but ae tongue to answer them, 
folk maun speak hastily, or they’ll ne’er get 
through their w'ark. — Sao I miss Effie daily.* ■ 

‘ J)i die fn diem,* added Saddletree. 

‘ I think,' said Butler, after a deal of 
hesitation, *1 have seen the girl in the shop "-a 
xnodost-looking, klr-haired girl ! * 
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‘Ay, ay, tliat*8 just puir ElBe,* said her mis* 
trsas. ' Hour she was abandoned to hei’sel', or 
tvheUxer she was sackless o* the sinful deed, God 
in heaven knows ; but if she’s been ^ilty, she's 
been sair tempted, and I would amaist take my 
Bible-aith she hosiia been hcrscr at the time.* 
Butler had by this time become much agitated ; 
he fidgeted up and down the shop, and showed 
the greatest agitation that a person of such strict 
decorum could be supposed to give way to. * W as 
not this girl,* he said, ‘ the daughter of David 
Deans, that had the parks at Saint Leonard’s 
takbn ? and has she not a sister ? * 

‘ In troth has she — puir Jeanio Doans, ten years 
aulder than hersel*; she uas here gi’eeting a wee 
while syne about lier tittie. And -what could I 
say to her, but that she behoved to come and 
speak to Mr. Saddletree when he was at hamu ? 
It wasna that 1 thought Mr. Saddletree could do 
her or ony ither body muckle good or ill, but it 
wad aye serve taheep the x>uir thing’s heart up 
for a wee while ; and let sorrow come when sorrow 
maun.* 

‘Ye’re mistaen, though, gudewife,* said Saddle- 
tree scornfully, ‘for 1 could hae gion her groat 
satisfaction ; 1 could hae proved to her that her 
sister was indicted upon the statute aaxteon 
hundred and ninety, cnapter one — For the mair 
ready prevention of child-murder— for (‘oncoal- 
ing her pregnancy, and giving no account of the 
child which she had borne.* 

‘ I hope,’ said Butler, — ‘I trust in a gracious 
God, that she can clear herself.* 

‘And sao do I, Mr. Butler,’ replied Mrs. 
Saddletree. * I am sure I wad hae answered for 
lier as my ain daughter ; but wae’s my heart, I 
had been tender a’ the simmer, and scarce o\\ cr 
the door o’ my room for twal weeks. And as 
for Mr. Saddletree, he might bo in a lying-in 
hospital, and ne’er find out what the women cam 
there for. Sae I could see little or naolhing o’ 
her, or I wad liae had the truth u’ her situahon 
out 0 * her, I’se warrant ye. — But 'we a' think her 
sister maun be able to speak something to clear 
her.* 

‘ The hale Parliament House,* said Saddletree, 
‘was speaking o’ naothing else, till this job o’ 
Portoous’s put it out o* head. — It’s a beautiful 
X)oint of presumptive murder, and there’s been 
nenc like it in the Justiciar Court since the case 
of Lnckie Smith the howdie, that suffered in the 
year aaxtecn hundred and seventy-nine.* 

‘ But what’s the matter wi’ you, Mr. Butler ’ * 
said the good woman ; ‘ ye are looking as white 
as a sheet ; will ye tak a dram ? ’ 

‘ By no moans,* said Butler, eom|)elling him- 
self to speak. ‘I walked in ftom Dumliies 
yesterday, and this is a warm day;* 

‘ Sit down,* said Mrs. Seddlctree, laying hands 
on him kindly, ‘and rest yc— yo’Il kill yoursel*, 
tniyn ^ st that rate. — And arc we to wish you joy 
0* get^g the scule, Mr. Butler ? * 

* • Yee-Htto— I do not know,’ answered the young 
mau vaguely. But Mrs. Saddletree kept him to 
^ftly out of real interest, partly from 
enrimfv* 

^ Yai oinna ken whether yo are to get the free 
> seate Dumfries or no, after hinging on and 
t it a* the simmer ? * 

* JTo, Mrs. Saddletree— I am not to have it/ 


replied Butler, more oolloctedly. * The lAird of 
Blaok-at-ihe-Baue had a natural sdn bred to the 
kixk, that the Presbytery could not be prevailed 
u^x^n to license ; and so 
‘ Ay, ye need say nao mair about it } if there 
was a laird that had a puir kinsman or a bastard 
that it wad suit, there’s eneuch said. — And ye’re 
e’en come back to Liberton to wait for dead men's 
shoon ?— and for as frail as Mr. Y^ackbaim is, 
he may live as lang as you, that are his assistant 
and successor.’ 

‘ Very like,’ replied Butler, with a sigh ; * I do 
not know if 1 should wish it othoiwise? 

‘Nao doubt, it’s a very vexing thing,’ con- 
tinued the good lady, ‘ to be in that dependent 
station; and you that hae right and title to 
sae muckle bettor, I wonder how yo bear these 

‘ Quos diligit caMigalf' answ'orod Butler ; * oven 
the pagan Seneca could see an advantage in 
allliction. The heathens had their philosophy, 
and the Jews their revelation, Mrs. Saddletree, 
and they endured their distresses in their day. 
Christians have a better dispensation than either 

— but doubtless ' , 

Ho stopped and sighed. ' ( 

‘I ken what ye mean,’ said Mrs. Saddletree, 
looking toward her husband ; ‘there's whiles wo 
lose patience in spite of baith book and Bible. — 
But ye are no gann awa, and looking sae poorly 
— yo’il stay and take some kale wi’ us ? ’ 

Mr. Saddletree laid aside Balfom’s Praotiques 
(his favourite study, and mucli good may it do 
him), to join iji his wife’s hospitable imjwrtunity. 
But the teacher declined all entreaty, and took 
his leave nx)on the spot. 

‘There’s something in a’ this,* said Mrs. 
Saddletree, looking after him as ho walked U]> 
the street; ‘I wonder what makes Mr. Butler 
sae distressed about Effie’s misfortune — there 
was nao acquaintance atween them that ever 1 
saw or lioaru of ; hut they were neiglihours when 
David Deans w’as on the Laird o* Dumbiedikes’ 
land. Mr. Butler w^ad ken her father, or some o* 
her folk. — Get up, Mr. Saddletree— ye have 'set 
yoursel’ down on the very brecham that wants 
stitching — and here’s little Willie, the prentice. 

— Ye little liri-there-out deil that ye are, what 
takes you raking through the gutters to see folk 
haiigit ? — how wad yo like when it comes to be 
your ain chance, as I winna ensure ye, if yo 
dinna mend your manners And vhat arc ye 
maundering and greeting for, as if a word were 
breaking your bancs? — Gang in by, and bo a 
better liaim another time, and tell I*eggy to gie 
yo a bicker o’ broth, for ye'll bo as glee as a gletl, 

I ’so warrant ye.— It’s a fatherless bairn, Mr. 
Saddletree, and motherless, whilk in some cases 
may bo waur, and auo would take care o' him if 
they could— it’s a Christian duty,* 

‘Very true, gudewife,’ said Saddletree in repily, 
*we are in loaoparcirUis to him during his years 
of jmpillarity, and I hae had thoughts of apply- 
ing to the Court for a commission as factor foee 
tviorist seeing there is nae tutor nominate, aqd 
the tutor-at-law declines to act ; but only I (bar 
the expense of the procedure wad not be in rem ^ 
versam, for I am not aware if Willie hM otoy 
cfToota whereof to assume the admini^mtion.* 

Ho oonclwjecl this seotenoo 'witfc • ooH-imjert. 
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ant ono ^ho has laid down tho law' in 

an ind^utable manner. 

* 1 * said Ml'S. Saddletree, * what oCTects 

has the pair wean ?— he was in rags when his 
mother diedi and the blue polonio that £f!io 
made for him out of an auld mantle of my ain, 
was the first^ decent dress the bairn ever had on. 
Poor Effie I can ye tell mo now really, wi’ a’ your 
law, will her lilo be iii danger, Mr. Saddletree, 
when they arena able to prove that ever there 
was a Mm ava ? ' 

*'S^oy,* said Mr. Saddletree, delighted at 
having for once in his life seen his w lie’s atten- 
tion arrested by a topic of legal discussion — 
‘ Whoy, there are two sorts of murdrum or mur- 
dragium, or what you popular iter et vulgar Uer 
call murther. 1 mean there are many sorts ; for 
there’s your murihrum per riligias ct iusidiasy 
and your murihrum under tnist.’ 

‘ I am sure,’ replied his moiety, ‘that murther 
by trust is the way that the gentry murther us 
merchants, and whiles make us shut the booth 
up — but that has naething to do w i’ Eflie's mis- 
fortune.’ 

‘The case of Eflio (or Euphemia) Deans,’ rc- 
' sumed Saddletree, ‘is one of those oases of murder 
j>resumptivc, that is, a murder of the law’s infer- 
ring or construction, being derived from certain 
indicia or grounds of susincion.’ 

‘ So that,’ said the good woman, ‘ unless poor 
Effie has communicated her situation, she’ll be 
hanged by the neok, if tho bail n was still-born, 
or if it be alive at this moment ^ ’ 

‘Assuredly,’ said Saddletree, ‘it being a statute 
made by our sovereign Dol'd and Lady, to pre- 
vent the horrid delict of bringing forth chilareu 
in secret. — The crime is rather a favourite of tho 
law, this species of murther being one of its ain 
creation.* 

‘Then, if tho law makes muiders,* said’ Mrs. 
Saddletree, ‘ the law should bo hanged for them ; 
or if th^ wad hang a lawyer instead, the country 
wad fina nae faut.^ 

A summons to their frugal dinner interrupted 
the further progress of the conversation, wdiich 
was otherwise Tike to take a turn much less 
favourable to the science of juiisprudonco and 
its professors, than Mr. Baitoline Saddletree, 
the fond admirer of both, had at its opening 
anticipated. 


CHAPTER V. 

But up then raise all Edinburgh. 

They all rose up by thousaods three. 

Johnnie Akmsirang’s Goodnight, 

Bvtlee, on his departure from the sign of tho 
Oolden W went in quest of a friend of his 
conueoted with the law, of whom he wished to 
xnaJeo particular inquii'ies concerning tho circum- 
stance in which tho unfortunate young woman 
mentioned in the last chapter was placed, having, 
Bjf the reader has probably already conjectured, 
reasons maoh deeper than those dictated by mere 
hnnumto for interesting himself in her fate. He 
found the person he sought absent from home, 
and was equally unfortunate }n one or two other 
GfUe which he made upon acquaintances whom 
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ho hoped to interest in her story. But every- 
body was, for tho momenfi stark-mad on the sub- 
ject of Porteous, and engaged busily in attacking 
or defending the measures of govemraeni in 
reprieving 'mm ; and tho ardour of dispute had 
excited such universal thirst, that half tho young 
lawyers and writers, together with their very 
ilciks, the class whom butler was looking after, 
Itdd adjounicd tho debate to some favourite 
laveni. It was computed by an experienced 
arithmetician, that tliere was as much twopenny 
ale consumed on tho discussion as would have 
floated a lit st- rate man-of-^^ar. 

Butler waudcicd about until it was dusk, re- 
solving to take that opportunity of visiting tho 
imfoituuate young woman, vhen his doing so 
might he least observed ; for he had his own 
reasons for avoiding the remarks of Mrs, iSaddlo- 
tree, whoso shop-door opened at no groat distance 
from that of the jail, tnougli on the opposite or 
south side of the street, and a little higher up. 
He passed, therefore, through tho narrow and 
])artly covered ])assago leading from the north- 
i west end of the Parliament Square. 

He stood now before the Gothic entrance of 
tho ancient prison, ^liich, as is well known to 
all men, rears its ancient front in tho very 
middle of tho High Street, forming, as it were, 
tho termination to a huge pile of buildings 
called the Luckenbooths, which, for some in- 
conceivable icason, our ancestors had jammed 
into tho midst of tho princi]>al street of tho 
town, leaving for passage a narrow street on 
the noith ; and on the south, into which tho 

f >iison opens, a narrow crooked lane, winding 
>etwixt the high and sombre walls of the Tol- 
booth and the adjacent houses on tho one side, 
and tho buttresses and projections of tho old 
cathodi’al upon tho other. To give son^e gaiety 
to this sombre passage (well known by tho name 
of tho Krames), a niiinber of little booths, or 
shops, after tho fashion of cobblers* stalls, are 
}>lastcrcd, as it were, against the Gothic projec- 
tions and abutments, so that it seemed as if tho 
traders had occupied with nests, bearing the 
same proiiortioii to tho building, every buttress 
and coign of vantage, as the martlett did in 
Macbeth’s castle. Of later yeais these booths 
have degenerated into mere toy-shops, where 
tho little loiterers chiefly interested in such 
wares are templed to linger, enchanted 1^ the 
rich display of hobby-horses, babies, and Dutch 
toys, arranged in artful and gay confusion ; ybt 
half-scared by tho cross looks of the withered 
jiantaloon, or spectacled old lady, by whom 
these tempting stores are watched and superin- 
tended. But, in tho times we write or, tho 
hosiers, tho glovers, tho hatters, the mercers, 
tho milliners, and all who dealt in tho niibcel- 
laneoiis wares now termed haberdasher’s goods, 
were to he found in this narrow alley. 

To return from our diCTcssion. Butler found 
the outer turnkey, a tall, thin old man, with 
long silver Lair, in the act of locking tho out- 
'wara door of the jail. He addressed himself 
to this person, and asked admittance to Effit 
Deans, oonfined upon accusation of child-murder. 
The turnkey lo^ed at him earnestly, and, 
civilly touenjug his hat out of respect to Butler's 
black coat anoT clerical appearance, replied, ' It 
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tirajs impossible any one could be edmiltod at 
PfMcnt*' * 

* You shut up earlier than usual, j>robably on 
account of Captain Porteons’s atlair?* aaid 
Butler. 

the turnkey, with the true inysteiy of a 

S erson in office, ^avo tw*o grave nods, ancf, with- 
rawiiig from the wards a ponderous key of 
about two feet in length, he proceeded to slmt a 
strong plate of steel, whicli folded down above 
the keyuole, and was secured by a steel spring 
and catch. Duller stood still instinctively while 
the door was made fast, and then, looking at his 
watch, walked briskly up the street, muttering 
to himself, almost unconsciously — 


' Porta adversa, ingens, bolidociuc adamantc columnac ; 
Vis ut nulla viitlm, non ipsi exscinderc fetro 
Caelicolas valcant Stat ferrea turns ad auras' — etc.^ 


Having wasted linlf-an houi more iii a second 
fruitless attemi)t to hiid his legal friend and 
advisor, he thought it time to leave the city and 
return to his place of residence, in a small village 
about two uiilos and a lialf to the southward of 
Edinburgh. Tlio metropolis was at this time 
surrouuoed by a high wall, with battlements 
ami ilanking projections at some intervals, and 
the access was through gates, called in the 
fcjcottish language ports^ whicli were regularly 
shut at night. A small fee to the keepers would 
indeed procure egress and ingress at any time, 
through a wicket left for that jmrpose in the 
large gate ; but it was of some iin^iortaiicc, to 
a man so poor as Dutlor, to avoid even this 
slight pecuniary mulct ; and fearing the liour of 
shutting the gates might be near, he made for 
that to which he found liiiuself nearest, although, 
by doing so, ho somewhat lengthened his walk 
homewards. Dristo Port w'as that by which his 
direct road lay, but the West Port, which leads 
out of the (rrassrijarket, was the nearest of the 
city gates to the place w'lierc ho found himself, 
and to that, therefore, he directed his course. 
Ho reached the port in ample time to pass the 
circuit of the walls, and entered a suburb called 
Portshurgh, chieliy inhabited by ,tho lower order 
of citizens and mechanics. Here he was unex- 
pectedly iuierrujited. 

He had not gone far from the gate before ho 
hoard the sound of a diiini, and, to his great 
surprise, met a number of persons, suflicient to 
oc'Mipy the whole front of the sin et, ami form a 
consiaerable mass bebind, moving with great 
speed towards the gate ho had just conic from, 
and having in front of them a (Irum heating to 
arras. While ho considered how he should 
escape a party, assembled, as it might ho pro- 
sumed, for no lawful purpose, they eaiiio full on 
him and stopped him. 

* An you a clergyman i * one (juestioned him. 

Butler replied that *ho was in orders, but 

was not a placed minister.’ 

* It's. Hr. Butler from Liberton,’ said a voieo 
from behind ; * he'll discharge tho duty as wool 
as ony man.' 


* Wide Is the fronting gate, ond, raised on high, 
With adamantine duutams, threats the sky. 

? ain Is tlM force of man, and Heaven's os vain, 
6 criuh the pUliurs which the pile sustain, 
r * Sublime on thesh a toWer of steel is rev'd. 

1 BKypaK's r/rf/V, Book vi. 


‘You must turn back wdtli us, sir,* said the 
first speaker, in a tone civil but peremptoiy. 

‘Eor what piu'^iose, gentlemen T said Mr. 
l^atler. * I live at some distance from town--' 
the roads are unsafe by night— you will do pie 
a serious injuiy by stopping me.’ 

‘You shall be sent safely homo — no man shall 
touch a liair of your head — hut you must and 
shall come along with us.’ 

‘But to wlhit purpose or end, g^tlemenf* 
said Diitler. ‘ I hope you will ho so civil as to 
explain that to me.' 

‘Y'oii shall know that in good time. Come 
along — for como you must, l)y force or fair 
means ; and I tvarii you to look neither to the 
right hand nor the left, and to take uo noliec of 
any man’s face, but eonsi<lcr all that is glassing 
before j'ou as a dieam.’ 

‘I “would it wero a dream I could aivakcn 
from,’ said Duller to himself; but having no 
means to oppose tho violence with W'hieh he was 
thicatencd, lie w'as eolnpellcd to turn round and 
march in front of tlie rioters, two men ^lartly 
supporting and partly liohling him. Ihiring 
this parley the insurgents had made themselves 
masters of tlie West Port, rushing upon tho 
Waiters (so the ])eopl6 w(‘n‘ c.illed who liad tho 
charge of the gates), and possessing thcmselve.s 
of the keys. Tliey bolted and baired the folding 
doors, and eomniaiiiled the iiersun, whoso duty 
it nsiially was, to secure the wicket, of which 
they did not understand the fastenings. Tho 
man, terrified at an incident so totally unex- 
pected, was unable to perform his usual office, 
and gave tho matter up, after several attempts. 
Tho rioters, who seemed to have eomo prepared 
for every omergeiiey, called for torches, by tho 
light of which they nailed up the wicket with 
long nails, which, it seemed j>robable, they had 
provided on purpose. 

"While this w'us going on, Butler could not, 
even if ho had been willing, avoid majeing re- 
maiks on the individuals wdio seemed to lead 
this singular mob. The torehliglit, while it fell 
on their forms and leit him in the sliado, gave 
him an opportunity to do .so without their ob- 
serving him. Several of tlio.se who seemed most 
active W'oro dressed in .sailors’ jackets, trousers, 
and sea-caps ; others in largo loosc-bodied great- 
coats and slouched hats ; and thoio were several 
who, judging from their dress, should have been 
ealleci women, wdioso rougli, deep #voices, un- 
common size, and masculine deportment and 
mode of walking, forbade them being so inter- 
jiretod. They moved as if by some well-con- 
certed plan of arrangement. They had signals 
by W’hieh they knew, and iiieknaiue.H by wliich 
they t libtinguished each other. Diitl er remarked, 
that tire name of Wildfire was used among tliem, 
to which one stout Amazon seemed to reply. 

Tlie rioters left a small par^ to observe the 
West Poi-t, and directed the Waitei's, os they 
valued their lives, to remain within their lodge, 
and make uo attempt for that night to repossess 
themselves of the gate. They then moved wilji ' 
rapidity along the low street called the Cowgats, 
the mob of the city every^vliere lining at tlio 
sound of their drum, and Joining them. When 
tho multitude arrived at the Cowgate Fort, they 
secured it with as little opposition as tho former^ 
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iipiadd it fasti aud left a small party tp observe 
it. It was afterwards tomorkedi as a striking 
iostanoe of prudence and precautioni singularly 
combined with audadtyi tnat the parties left to 
guard thoeo gates did not remain btationary on 
tlieir postSi but llittcd to aud fro, keeping so 
near tlie gates as to see that no cilbris were 
made to open them, yet not lemaining so long 
as to have their i)er&ons clo&ejy observed. The 
mob, at first only about one Imndred strong, 
now amounted to thousands, and were increasing 
every moment. They divided themselves, so as 
to ascend with more speed the various narrow 
lanes which lead up from tire Cowgato to the 
High Street ; arid still beating to arms as iliey 
^weiit, and calling on all true Scotsmen to join 
them, they now lillod the principal street ol the 
city. 

The Netlicrbow Tort -might be called tlie 
Temple Bar of Edinburgh, as, intersc'cting the 
High Street at its tcnniiiation, it divided Kdin- 
bingh, properly so called, from the subiuh 
named the Oanongate, as Temple Bar separates 
London from Westminster. It was of the ut- 
most importance to the rioters to possess them- 
selves ot this pass, because there ^sas (quartered 
ill the Canongnto at that time a regiment of 
infantry, commanded by Oolonel Moyle, which 
might have ooemued the city by advancing 
thiough tlii** gate, and would possess the pouer 
of totally doleatiiig their purpose. The leaders 
thorefoie hastened to the ifetherbow Tort, which 
they secured in tlie same maimer, and with ijLs 
little trouble, as the other gates, leaving a paity 
to watch it, sliong in proportion to the import- 
a nee of the i^ost. 

The next object of these hardy insurgents was 
at once to disarm the City (juard, and to procure 
arms for themselves ; for scarce any weapons but 
staves arid bludgeons had been yet seen .among 
them. The giraid-liouse Avas a long, low, ugly 
biiildiiig (removed in 1787), which to a faiicilul 
imagination might have suggested the idea of a 
long black snail ciawlmg uj) the middle of the 
High Street, and deforming its beautiful es])lau- 
ado. This formidable insuiicctioii had been so 
unexpected, that there wcie no more than the 
oidinary sergeanl’s guard of the city corps upon 
duty; even tliesc weio wit limit any supply of 
pow^ler and ball ; and sensible enough what had 
raised the storm, and which w^ay it w’as rolling, 
rould har(yy be supposed very desirous to expose 
themselves by a valiant defence to the animosity 
of so numerous and desperate a mob, to wliom 
they were on the present occasion much more 
than usually obuoxioiis. 

There was a sentinel upon guard, who (that 
one Town Guard soldier might do his duty on 
that eventful evening) presented his piece, and 
desired the foremost of the rioters to stand off. 

Amazon, whom Butler had observed 
particularly active, sprung upon the soldier, 
Wizeu his musket, and after a struggle succeeded 
in wrenchmg it from him, and throwing him 
down on the causeway. One or two soldiers, 
who endwvoiired to tuni out to the support of 
their senxinol, were in the same manner seized 
and disarmed, and the mob without difficulty 
possessed themselves of the guard-house, disarm- 
ing and turning out of doors tbe rest of the men 


on duty. It was remarked that, no! withstand- 
ing the oiiy soldiers had bt'en the in&lnmicnts of 
the slaughter ‘which this riot was dcbigued to 
revenge, no ill usage or even insult was offered 
to them.. It seemed os if ilic veiieeance of the 
jieople disdained to stoop at anv nead moaner 
tliaii that which they considered as the source 
aud oiigiu of then injuries. 

On iK>sseshiug themselves of the guard, the 
hist act of the multitude was to destioy the 
drums, by vnIulIi they supposed an alarm might 
be conveyed to the g.iiiifeori in the Castlo ; for 
the same leasou they now silenced their own, 
whieli was beaten by a yoiin« fellow, son to the 
drummer of rortsbiiigh, wliom they had forced 
upon that service, llio next busincbs was to 
distribute among the lioldcst of the lioters the 
guns, bayonets, pai tisaiis, halberds, and battle or 
Lochaber axes. Until this period the principal 
lioters had preserved silciuc on the ultimate 
object of their lising, as being that which all 
knew, but none expiessed. Now, bowover, hav- 
ing accomplished all the preliminary paits of 
tlieir design, they raised a tieniendous shout of 
‘I’ortcous! Portoous 1 To the Tolbooth I to 
the Tolbooth I * 

They jiroccedcd with the same prudence when 
the object seemed to bo ncaily in their grasp, as 
they had douo hitherto when siiceess was more 
dubious. A stiong party of tlie lioters, draxvn 
up in front oi the Luckeubooths, and facing down 
the street, prevented all access f/om the easV* 
w^ard, and the wTst end of the defile formed 
by the Luckenboollis was scciiiod in the same 
manner ; so that the Tolbooth was completely 
surrounded, and those who uiideitook the task 
of breaking it optai efiectualjy secured against 
the lisk of intcriuption. 

The niagistiiitcs, in the meanwhile, had taken 
the alarm, and assembled in a taveni, with the 
purpose of raising some strength to subdue the 
rioters. The deacons, or presidents of the trades, 
were applied to, but declared there was little 
chance of their authoiity being lesiieclcd by tlie 
ciaftsmen, wheie it was the object to save a man 
so obnoxious. Mr. Lindsay, member of pailia- 
lueutfor the city, voluiitecied llic peiilous task 
of carrying a veibdl niessjige fioiu the Lonl 
Provost to Colonel Moyle, the commander of the 
legimeiit lying in the C'aiiongntc, icqucsiing him 
to foico the Netlicrbow Poit, and enter the city 
to init dow'ii the tumult. But Mr. Lindsay de- 
clined to charge himself with any written order, 
which, if found on his person by an enraged 
mob, might have cost him his life ; and the issue 
of the application was, that Colonel Moyle, hav- 
ing no W'ritten requisition from the civil author- 
ities, and having the fate of Porteous before his 
eyes as an example of the severe construction 
pat by a jury on the proceedings of military men 
acting on their own responsibility, declined to 
encounter the risk to which the Provost’s verbal 
conimnuication invited him. 

More than one messenger was despatehed by 
different ways to the Castle, to require the com- 
manding officer to march down his trdops, to fire 
a few cf Dnon-shot| or even to throw a shell among 
the mob, for the purpose of clearing the streets* 
But BO strict and watchful wore the various 
patrols whom tl^ rioters had established in 
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different parte of the i^troots, that none of the 
Omissarioq of the magistrates could roach the gate 
of the Oastlo. They were, however, turned back 
without either injury or insult, and with nothing 
more of menace than was necessary to deter 
them from again attempting to acconi^dish their 
errand. 

The same vigilance was used to prevent every- 
body of the higher, and those which, in this 
case, Tpight bo doomed the more suspicious orders 
of society, fi*om appearing in the street, and ob- 
serving the movements, or distiuguibhing the 
persons, of the rioters. Every person in the 
garb of a gentleman was stopped by small paities 
of two or tbree of the mob, >\dio partly exhorted, 
])artly required of them, that they should return 
to the place from whence they came. Many a 
quadrille table was spoilt that memorable oven- 
iug ; for the sedan chairs of ladies, oven of the 
highest rank, were interrupted in theii* passage 
from one point to another, in spite of the laced 
footmen and blazing llambeaux. This was uni- 
formly done with a deference and attention to 
the feelings of the terrified females, which could 
hardly have been expected from the videttes of 
a mob so dcs 2 »cratc. Those who stojq)ed the 
chair usually made the excuse, that there was 
much disturbance on the streets, and that it was 
absolut^^ly necessary for the lady*s safety that the 
chair should turn back. They offered themselves 
to escort the vehicles which they had thus in- 
terrupted in their progress, from the apprehen- 
sion, probably, that some of those who had 
casually unitea themselves to the riot might dis- 
grace their systematic and determined plan of 
vengoance, by those acts of general insult and 
licence which arc common on similar occasions. 

Persons are yet living who remember to have 
heard from the mouths of ladies thus interrupted 
ou their journey in the manner we have described, 
that they were escorted to their lodgings by the 
young men wlio stopped them, and even handed 
out of their chairs with a polite attention far be- 
yond what was consistent with their dress, which 
was apparently that of journeyman mechanics.* 
It seemed os if the eonspiratoi's, like those who 
assassinated Cardinal Beaton in foimer days, 
had entertained the opinion, that the work about 
which they went was a judgment of Heaven, 
which, though uusanctioned by the usual anthor- 
itic'f, ought to be proceeded in with order and 
gravity. 

While their outposts continued thus vigilant, 
and suffered themselves neither from fear nor 
curiosity to neglect that part of the duty assigued 
to them, and while the main guards to the oast 
and west secured them agaiust interruption, a 
seieot body of the rioters thundered at the door ^ 
of the jail, and demanded instant admission. Ho 
one answered, for the outer keeper had prudently 
made his escape with the keys at the commence* 
ment of the not, and was nowhere to bo found. 
The door was instantly assailed with sled|^- 
hamuiers» iron oiws and the coulters of ploughs, 

* A nsar rdation of the Author's used to tell of Laving 
besa ttmed, by the riaten. and escorted borne in the 
Waaer atacrlb^ On reachma her own home, one of her 
^wandanti, in appecuratice a mxter^ Lt. a baker's lad, 
Banded her out ot her chair, and took leave with a bow, 
jippli, in the lady's opidipa* aigued breeding that could 
^ teamed at the oven’s mouth. 




ready provided for the purpose, with which tbey 
priz^, heaved, and battered for some time witlk. 
little effect ; for the door, besides beiug of double 
oak planks, clenched, both end-long and athwart, 
with broad-headed nails, was so hung and seonreu 
as to yield to no means of forcing, Without the 
expenditure of much time. Tlie rioters, how- 
ever, appeared determined to gain admittance. 
Gang alter gang relieved each other at the exer- 
cise, for, ot course, only a few could work at 
once; but gang alter gang retired, exhausted 
witli their violent exertions, without making 
much progress in forcing the prison door. Butler 
had been led up near to this the principal scene 
of action ; so near, indeed, that ho was almost 
deafened by the unceasing clang of the heavy 
fore- hammers against the iron-bound portal of 
tbc pri<*cu. lie began to entertain liopcs, as the 
task* seemed protracted, that the populace might 
give it over in despair, or that some rescue might 
arrive to disperse them. There wad a moment 
at which the latter seemed probable. 

The magistrates, having assembled tbeir 
officers, and some of the citizens who were will- 
ing to hazard themselves for the publio tran- 
miillity, now sallied forth from the tevoru where 
tnoy held their sitting, and approached the point 
of danger. Their officers went before them with 
links and torches, with a herald to read the Riot 
Act, if necessary. They easily drove before them 
the outposts and videttes of the rioters; but 
when they approached the lino of guard which 
the mob, or rather, wo should say, the con- 
spirators, had drawn across the street in the front 
of the Luckenbooths, they were received with 
an unintermitted volley of stones, and, on their 
nearer approach, the pikes, bayonets, and Loch- 
aber-axos, of which the populace had possessed 
themselves, were presented against them. One 
of their ordinary officers, a strong, resolute fellow, 
went forward, seized a rioter, and took from him 
a musket; but, bcin^ unsupported, ho, was in- 
stantly thrown on his back in the street, and 
disarmed in his turn. The oflieer was too happy 
to be permitted to rise and run away without 
receiving any further injury ; which affordeil 
another remarkable instance of thb mode in 
which these men had united a sort of moderation 
towards all others, with the most inflexible in- 
veteracy against the object of tbeir resentment. 
The magistrates, after vain attempts to make 
themselves hoard and obeyed, possessing no 
means of enforcing their authority, were con- 
strained to abandon the flcld to the rioters, and 
retreat in all 8|>ee(] from the showers of missiles 
that whistled around their ears. 

Tlie passive resistance of the Tolbooth gate pro- 
mised to do more to baffle the punioso of the mob 
than the active interference of the magistrates. 
The heavy slodge-hammors continued to din 
against it without intermission, and with a noise 
which, echoed from the lofty buildings around 
the spot, seemed enough to have alarmed the 
garrison in the Castle. It was circulated among 
tne rioters, that the troops would inarch dovm 
to disperse them, unless they could execute their 
purpose without lose of time ; or that, even wHh^ 
out quitting the fortress, the garrison might 
obtain the same end by throwing a bomb ot two 
upon the stroet. 
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t7r^ bjr ttaoh motiyes for apprehensioii, thov 
eagerly relieved each other at the labour of aseail- 
i))g tile Tolbooth door ; yet such was its strength, 
that it dtill defied their efforts. At length, a 
voice was heard to pronounce the words, ‘Try it 
with fire. ' The rioters, with an unanimous bhout, 
called for combustibles, and as all their wishes 
seemed to be instantly supplied, they were soon 
ie possession of two oi three emnty tar-barrels. 
A huge i;ed glaring bon lire bjieedily arose close 
to the door of the prison, sending up a tall column 
of smoke and flame against its antique turrets 
and strongly-grated windo^^s, and illuminating 
the ferocious and wild gestures of the rioters, 
who surrounded the place, as well as the pale and 
anxious groups of those who, from windows in 
the vicinage, watched the progress of this alarm- 
ing scene. The mob fed tlie fire with whatever 
they could find fit for the purpose. The flames 
roared and crackled among the heaps of nourish- 
ment piled on the fire, and a terrible shout soon 
announced that the door had kindled, and was in 
the act of being destroyed. The fire was sufiered 
to decay, but long ere it was quite extinguished, 
the most forward of the rioteia rushed, in their 
impatience, one after another, over its yet 
smouldering remains. Thick showers of sparkles 
rose high iu the air, as man after man hounded 
over the glowing embers, and disturbed them in 
their passage. It was now obvious to Butler, 
and all others who were present, that the rioters 
would be instantly in possession of their victim, 
and have it in their power to work their pleasure 
upon him, whatever that might be.* 


CHAPTER VI, 

The evil you teach us, we will execute ; and it sliall go 
hard, but we will better the instruction. 

Mfrchant of Venice. 

• 

The unliappy object of this remarkable disturb- 
apeo had been that day delivered from the ap- 
prehension of public execution, and his joy was 
the greater, as ho had some reason to question 
whether government w'ould have run the lisk of 
unpopularity by interfering in his favour, after 
he had been legally convicted by the verdict of 
ft jui'yi of a crime so very obnoxious. Relieved 
from this doubtful state of mind, his heart was 
merry witflin him, ^d he thought, in the em- 
phatic words of Scripture on a mmilar occasion, 
that surely the bitterness of death w’as past. 
Some of his friends, however, who had watched 
the manner and behaviour of the crow’d w'hen 
they were made acquainted writh the reprieve, 
were of a different opinion. They augureo, from 
the unuaiml sternness and silence with 'which they 
boro ^eir disappointment, that the populace 
nourished some scheme of sudden and aesporato 
vengrance ; and they advised Porteous to lose no 
time in petitioning the proper authorities, that 
ho might be conveyed to the Castle under a suf- 
ficient guard, to remain there in security until 
his ultimate fate should be determined, Habitu- 
ated, however, by his office to overawe the rabble 
of the city* Porteous could not suspect them of 

*Notee TbeOldTollMi, 


an attempt so audacious as to storm a strong and 
defensible Tirison ; and, despising the advice by 
which he might have been saved, he spent ilie 
afternoon, of wo eventful day in ^ving an enter- 
tainment to some friends who visited him in jail, 
several of whom, by the indulgence of the captain 
of the Tolbooth, with whom he had an old in- 
timacy arising fiom their official connection, 
were even neninttod to remain to 8up])cr with 
him, though (ontraiy to the rules of the jail. 

It w^as, therefore, in tlie hour of unalloyed 
mirth, when tins iiii fortunate wTctcli W'as Mull 
of bread,’ hot with wine, and high in mistimed 
and ill-grounded confidence, and alas ' with all 
his sins full blown, when the first distant shouts 
of tho rioters mingled w itli the song of merriment 
and intcmperaiiee. The biirriod call of the jailor 
to tho guests, re(iuiriiig them instantly to depart, 
and his yet more hasty intimation that a dread- 
ful and determined mob had possessed themselves 
of the* city gates amd guard -house, were the first 
explanation of these learful clamours. 

Portf'ous might, howTver, have eluded the fury 
from which the force of autlioi’ity could not pio- 
toet him, had he thought of slipping on some 
disguise, and leaving the prison along w'lth his 
guests. It is j)robablc that tlie jailor might have 
connived at his escape, or even that, in the hun*y 
of this alarming contingency, ho might not have 
observed it. But Porteous and his Irionds alike 
wanted presence of mind to suggest or execute 
such a plan of escape. The latter hastily fled 
from a place where tneir own safety seemed com- 
promised, and tho former, in a state resembling 
stupefaction, awaited in his apaitment the ter- 
mination of tho enterprise of th^ rioters. The 
ccbsation of tho clang of tho instruments with 
which they had at first attempted to force the, 
door, gave him momentary relief. The Mattering 
hopes, that tho military had marched into tho 
city, either from tlio Castle or from tho suburbs, 
and that tho rioters were intimidated and dis- 
jiersing, were soon destroyed by tho broad and 
glaring light of the flames, which, illuminatinjg 
through the grated wundow every corner of his 
apartment, ])Uiiily showed that tho mob, deter- 
mined on their fatal jnirpose, had adopted a 
means of forcing entrance equally dcsi»erato and 
ceitain. 

Tho sudden glare of light suggested to the 
stupefied and astonished object of popular hatred 
the possibility of conceal men t or escape. To 
rush to the chimney, to ascend it at tho risk of 
suffocation, w^re the only means wrhich seemed 
to have occurred to him ; but his progress was 
speedily stopped by one of those iron gratings, 
which are, for the sake of security, usually placed 
' across tlio vents of buildings designed for im- 

1 )risonment. Tho bars, however, wnich impeded 
lis further process, served to support him in 
the situation Which he had gained, and he seized 
them with tho tenacious grasp of one W'ho esteemed 
himself clinmng to his last hope of existence. 
Tho lurid lignt which had filled tho apartment, 
lowered and died away ; tho sound of snouts was 
heal'd writhin tho walls, and on tho narrow and 
winding stair, which, cased within one of tlie* 
turrets, gave access to tho upper apartments 
of tho mi&on. , The huzza of the, rioters w^a^^ 
answem by a mifat wild and despite iiB their 
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own, tho 6Ty, namely, ot the imprisoned felons, 
who, eiepeeting to be liberated in tlie general 
^enfltdion, welcotned tLo mob as their deliverers. 
By sbina of these the a])artnient of Porteons was 
pointed oat to his encinios. The obstacle of the 
look and bolts was soon overcome, and from his 
hiding-place tho unfortunate man heard his 
enemies search every corner of tho apartment, 
with Oaths and maledictions, which would but 
shock the reader if wo recorded them, but which 
served to prove, could it have admitted of doubt, 
:the settled purpose of soul with which they sought 
his destruction. 

A place of concealment so obvious to biispicion 
and scrutiny as that which Porteous hod chosen, 
could not long screen him from detection. lie 
was dragged from liis lurking-place, with a 
violence which seemed to argue an intention to 
put him to death on the spot. More than one 
weapon was directed towards him, wlieu one of 
the riotcM, the same i^hosc female disguise had 
been particularly noticed by Butler, interfered in 
an authoritative tone. * Aio yo mad ?’ he said, 
* or would ye execute an act of justice as if it 
wei*e a crime and a cruelty ^ This saciifice will 
lose half its savour if wo do not offer it at tho 
very horns of the altar. "VVe will have him die 
where a murderer sliould die, on tbe common 
gibbet. — We will have him die where he spilled 
the blood of so many innocents ! * 

A loud shout of a])plau8e followed tlie jaoposal, 
and the cry, * To the gallows with the muracrer ! 
— to the Graesmarket with him ! ' echoed on all 
hands. 

* Let no man hurt him,* continued the speaker ; 
‘ let him make liis jicace with God, if he can ; 
We will not kill both his soul and body.* 

‘What time did lie give better folk for pre- 
paring their account/’ answeied .several voiceb. 
‘Let us meto to him ^>1^1 the same mcasuic ho 
measured to them.’ 

But tho opinion c^f the spokesman hottei bulled 
the teUiper of those he addressed, a temper rather 
Stubborn than impetuous, aedafe tliougli fero- 
ciouij, and desirous of colouring their cruel and 
revengeful action with a show of Justice and 
moderation. 

For an instant tliis man quitted the prisoner, 
uhom he consigned to a selected giuid, with in- 
structions to permit him to give Jius inoticy and 
pTOijerty to whomsoever he pleased. A person 
ooutined in the jail for debt received this last 
deposit from the tiembling liand of the victim, 
t^'hO was at the same time permitted to make 
some other brief ariangcments to meet his a[)- 
plroaohilig fate. The felons, and all ollieisuho 
^ Whilied to leave the jail, were now at full liberty 
to do So ; not that their lilieration made any 
patt of the settled purpose of 'he rioters, hut it 
mllowed as almost a necc8«»aiy consequence of 
fordng the jail doors. With wild cries of jubilee 
they yoiaed tho mob, or disappeared among the 
ttAvrOtr lands, to seek out the liidden rocopiacles 
of vied and infamy, where they were accustomed 
to hflPfc and eonceal themselves from justice. 

Two pfersone, a man about fifty years old and 

itftl abont eighteen, were all who continued 
the fittai walls, ekoepting two or three 
who probably eaw no advantage in at- 
eeoaito. Me Person#^ 


mentioned remained in the strong robm of the 
prison, now deserted by all others. One of their 
late companions in misfortune calM out to 
the man to make his escape, in the tone of an 
acquaintance. ' Rin for it, fo,tcliffe— the road’s 
clear.’ 

‘It may bo sac, Willie,’ answered Rafclilfo 
conqMDscdly, ‘but I have ta’eii a fancy to leave 
aff trade, and set np for an hono.‘'t man.* , 

‘ Stay there, nnrl be hanged, then, for a don- 
iiard auld deevil ’ ’ s.'ii<l the other, ai»d ran down 
the prisou staii'. 

Tho i>orson in female at the whom we have 
distinguiblied as one of tho mobt active* riotci a, 
w'as about the same time at the ear of the yoiiug 
woman. ‘Flee, Kffic, flee'’ v^as all he ha<i time 
to whisper. She turned towards him an eye ot 
iiiiiigled fear, affection, and uj»braidiiig, all con- 
tending with a Roit of atupcfied surprise. Ht* 
again repeated, ‘ Flee, Eliio, flee • for tin sake 
of all that’s good and deal to you ! * Again she 
ga/ed on him, but was unable to answer. A loud 
noise was now licard, and the name of Matlge 
Wildfire was lejicatedly called from the bottom 
of the staircase. 

‘I am coming, — I am coming,* said the peison 
who answeied In that ap|)ellative ; and thou, 
reiterating hastily, ‘For God’s sake- -for your 
own sake— for my sake, flee, or tliey’ll take your 
life > ’ he left the stiong loom. 

The gh’l gazed after him ior a moment, and 
then, faintly muttering, ‘Better t^ie life, since 
tint is glide fame,’ she sunk her head upon liev 
liand, and remained, seemingly, unconscious as 
a statue of tlie noise and tumult winch |)nssr>(l 
around her. 

That tumult was now transferred from the in- 
side to the out.sidc of the Tolbooth. The mob 
had brought tlioir dcbtined victim forth, and 
were about to conduct him to the common ])1aco 
of execution, which they liad fixed as the .scone 
of his death. The leader, VNhom they “distin- 
guished by tUf* name of Madge Wildfire, liad 
been summoned to assist at the prtiecKsion J>y the 
impatient shouts of his eoiitedeiates. 

‘I will ensure you five liundicd pounds,’ said 
the unhappy man, m*as]nng Wildfire’s hand, - 
‘live hundred pouucls foi to save my life.’ 

The other answered in the same undertone, 
and returning his grasp w ith one equally ooiivuls- 
ive, ‘ Five hundredweight of coined g^>ld should 
not save yon. — Remember Wilson ' * 

A deep pause of a minute on-suod, wliou Wild- 
fire added, in a more composed tone, ‘ Make your 
peace with Heaven. — Whore is the clergyman^* 

Butler, wdio, in groat tenor and anxiety, hail 
heen detained within a few' yards of tho Tolbooth 
tioor, to wait tho event of the search after I’or- 
teons, was now brought forward, and conitnanded 
to walk by the prisont'r’s side, and to prepay 
him for immediate death. His answer was a 
supplication that tho rioters would eonsidet what 
they did. ‘You ore neither judges nor j«ry/ 
said lie. * You cannot have, by tho laws of tiod 
or man, power to take aw^ay tho life of human 
creature, however deserving he may be of dc^th. 
If it is muwler even in a lawful magistrate to 
ojfeeuta an offender otherwise than in the place, 
time, and manner which the judgea' sentenco 
jWMCribes^ What niiist it be in you, who have nq 
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Wtrant for intorfereuco but yotir oAvn wills ? In 
he name of Him who is all mercy, show mercy 

0 this unhappy man, and do not dip your hands 
% bloodf nor rush into the very crime which 
oil are dcairoiw of avenging ! * ^ 

* Cut your sermon short —you aic not in your 
iilpit,* answered one of the liotcis. 

‘ 7f we hoar more of you j la vers, ’ «a id anotl icr, 
wc are like to hang you up hesid^ him.* 

*rcaee — hush ! ’ said Wildfiie. ‘Do the good 
lan no harm — he diseliargrs Ins conscience, uiid 
like him the hcltci.’ 

Ho thou addressed Ihitkr. ‘^ow, sir, ue 
dve patiently heaid }ou, and ue just wish you 
5 xinderstaud, m tlurxxay of unsuei, that jou 
lay as well argue io the aslilai>woik and iron 
banoliels of the To! booth as think to change 
ur purpose. — Blood must ha\e blood. We have 
ivom to each other, hy the deepest oaths over 
^ere pledged, that Torteoiis shall die the death 
e deserves so richly ; thciefoic, speak no moie 
5 Its, but pioparo him for death as well as the 
riofiiess ot his change xvill pennil.* 

They had sulTored tlie uuloitiimitc Porteons to 
nt on his night-gown and sli])i)er8, as he had 
lirowii off his coat and shoes, in oidcr to facilitate 
is attempted escape iiji the chimney. In this 
arh he was now mounted on the hands of two 
f the rioters, clasped together, so as to Ibnii what 

1 called ill Scotland, ^Tlio King’s CHishion.* 
lutler was placed close to his side, and repeatedly 
rged to perform a duty aluays the most painful 
'hlch can lie imposed on a elergj man deserving 
f the name, and now rendcied more so ]ty the 
eetiliar and horrid circiinistaneesoJ the ciiinmars 
ise, Porleous at first uttei ed some supplications 
ir mercy, l»iit when he found that there W'os 

0 chance that those W’ould be attended to, his 
lilitary education, and the natural stuhbonr- 
ess of his dis])ositiou, combined to support Ids 
[lirits. 

‘ Arc ydh ]irenared for this dreadful end said 
lutler, in a faltering voice. ‘ 0 turn to Him, 

1 whoso ijyos time and s]vieo Iumc no existence, 
nd to whom a few nuiiutes nio as a lifetime, 
ud a lifetime as a minute.* 

‘I believe I know' what you w'ould say,* an- 
gered Povteous sullenly. ‘ I W'as bred a soldier ; 
f they will murtler me without time, let my sins 
I well as my blood lie at their dooi.’ 

‘Who w'as H,’ said the stern voice of Wildfire, 
that said to Wilson at this very spot, when ho 
Duld not pray, owing to the galling agony of 
is fetters, that his jiains would soon be o\ei ^ — 
say to you to take your o\\ n tale home ; and if 
ou cannot profit hy the good man's lessons, 
^me not them that arc still more moiciful to 
n than you w'cre to others.* 
fThe procession now moved forward with a 
BW and determined mee. It W'as enlightened 
t many blazing links and torehes ; for the 
Kors of this work were so far from affecting any 
boreoy oil the oocasion, that the^ seemed even to 
butt observation. Their piincipal leadeis kept 
LqA to the person of the prisoner, whose pallid 
et stubborn features were seen distinctly % the 
orohlight, as his person was raised considcralily 
bove the concourse which thiougod around him. 
;U<)Be.who bore swords, muskets, and battle* 
xes, marched on each side, os if forming o 


regular guard to the procession. The windows, 
as they went along, were filled with the inhabit- 
ants, whose slumbers had been broken by this 
unusual disturbance. Some of the spcctatois 
muttered accents of encouragement; but in 
general they were so much a}>pa]led by a sight 
so Htrango and audacious, that they looked on 
with a sort of stujieficd asionifilimeiit. No one 
offered, by act or woul, the sliglitest iiitcrmption. 

The rioters, on tlicii paif, continued to act 
with the same aii of defilicrute confidence and 
sccuiity wdiicli ha<l maiki'd all their proceedings. 
When the object of tlieii icsentineiit diopped 
one of his slipiieis, they stojijied, sought for it, 
and replaced it U]ion his foot with great delibera- 
tion.* As they descended tlio Bow towaids the 
fatal s])ot where they designed to complete their 
purjiosc, it w'as suggested tliat there should bo a 
rope kept in leadiness. For this purpose tin' 
booth ot a man who dealt in cordage was forced 
open, a coil of rope lit for tlieir purpose wa‘ 
selected to serve as a halter, and the dealer next 
morning found that a guinea had been loft on 
his counter in exchange ; so anxious were the 
])eriietratoi-s of tliis daring action to show that 
they meditated not the slightest wrong or in- 
fraction of law, excepting so far as Porteous w as 
himself eonceiiied. 

Leading, or carrying along with them, in this 
dctormiucfl and regular maiiuer, the object of 
their vengeance, t hey at length reached the iilace 
of common execution, the scene of his dime, and 
destined spot ot his suite lings, Sevenil of the 
liotcrs (if they should not rather ho described as 
couspii’ators) endeavoured to remove tbo stone 
which filled up the socket in which the end of 
the fatal tree was sunk when it was erected for 
its fatal jiur})oso ; others sought for the means of 
constructing a temporal y gibbet, the place in 
which the gallows itself was deposited being re- 
ported too secure to be forced, without much loss 
of time. Butler endeavoured to avail himself of 
the delay affonTed hy these circumstances, to 
turn the jieoplo from their desperate design. 
‘For Uod’s sake,* ho exclaimed, ‘remember it is 
the imago of your Creator which 3 on aie about 
to deface in tlie person of this unfortunate man ! 
Wretched as he is, and wicked as he may bo, he' 
has a share in everv promise ot Scripture, and 
you cannot destroy bim in impenitence without 
i dotting his name from the Book of Life. — Do 
not destroy soul and body ; give time for pre- 
jiaratioii.* 

‘ What time had they,* returned a stern voice, 
‘whom ho niuidered on this very spot?— The 
laws both of God and man call for his death.* 

* But what, iny friends,’ iuwsteil Butler, with 
a geucjous disregard to his owm safety — ‘iitdiat 
hath constituted you his judges ? ' 

* Wo are not his judges,^ replied the same 
erson; ‘he has been already judged and con- 
emned by lawful authority. We ai'e those 

whom Heaven, and our righteous anger, have 
stirred up to execute judgment, when a corrupt 
governmont would have protected a murderer.* 

* Xhh little incident, chararteri<;tip oT ih^ extreme c;Cia- 
ppHurr of tlw extraordinary mob. wa;} witness^ by A lady, 
wbo, disturbed tike oitiersirom her slumbdri, had gone io 

window. U wai to the Author ^ the CwAf « 
daughtutf. * 
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*1 am none/ said the unfortunate PorteouS; 
* that which you charge upon me fell out in self* 
defence, in the lawful exercise of my duty/ 

‘ Away with him— away with him I * was the 
general cry. ^ Why do you trifle away time in 
making a gallows ^ — that dyester’s pole is good 
enough for the homicide.’ 

The unhappy man W'as forced to his fate with 
remorseless rapidity. Butler, separated from 
him by the press, escaped the last horrors of 
his si niggles. Uiiiiotieod by those ivho had 
hitherto aetained him as a prisoner, ho fh‘d 
from the fatal spot, without much caring in 
what direction his course lay. A loud shout 
proclaimed the stern delight with which the 
agents of this deed regarded its completion. 
Butler, then, at the opening into the low street 
called the Cowgate, cast back a terrified glance, 
and, by the red and dusky light of the torches, 
he could discern a figure wavering and struggling 
as it hung suspended above the heads ol the 
multitude, and could even observe men striking 
at it with their Lochaber-axes and jMirtisans. 
The sight was of a nature to double his honor, 
and to add wings to his flight. 

The street down w’hicli the fugitive ran opens 
to one of the eastern ports or gates of the city. 
Butler did not atoj) till he reached it, but found 
it still shut. lie waited nearly an hour, walk- 
ing up and down in inexpressible perturbation 
of mind. At length he ventured to call out, 
and rouse the attention of the terrified keepers 
of the gate, who now found themselves at liberty 
to resume their office without interruption. 
Butler requestoil them to open tlio gate. They 
hesitated. Ho told theun his iiaino aud occu- 
pation. 

^Hc is a preacher,’ said one; have heard 
him preach in lladdo’s Hole.* 

* A flue preaching has he been at the night,’ 
said another ; * but maybe least said is sunest 
mended.’ 

Opening then the wicket of the main gate, 
the keepers suffered Butler to de])art, wdio 
liastcnea to carry his horror and f«*ar beyond 
the walls of Edinburgh. His first ])urjK)se -svas 
instantly to take the road hoincw'ard ; but other 
fears and cares, eoiinocted with the news he had 
learned in that remarkable day, induced him to 
linger in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh until 
daybreak. More than one group of persons 
passed him as ho was whiling away the hours 
of darkness that yet remained, Nvhom, from the 
stifled tones of their discourse, the unwonted 
hour when they travelled, and the hasty pace 
at which they walked, he conjectured to have 
boon enga^d in the late fatal transaction. 

Certain it was, that the suddtn and total dis- 
persion of the rioters, when their vindictive 
purpose was accomplished, seemed not the least 
remarkable feature of this singular affair. In 
general, whatever may bo the impelling motive 
by which a mob is at first raised, the attainment 
of their object has usually been only found to 
lead the way to farther excesses. But not so 
in the present case. They scomed comjflctcly 
satiated with the vengeance they had prosecuted 
Avrth such staunch ang^ig^ous activity. When 
w'c^tully life hali al)apddn'od 

, ttieir victim, dispwiwd in every direction, 


— - 

throwing down the woaipons which they* ha^ 
only assumed to enable them to oairy through 
their puriiose. At daybreak there remained not 
the least token of the events of the night, 
exoepting the oorpse of Porteous, which slili 
hung suspended in the plane whore he had 
suffci-ed, and the arms of various hinds which 
the liotcrs had taken from the city ^aiddiouse, 
uhich were found scattered about the streets as 
they had thrown them from their hands, when 
tho pur ] >080 for which they hod seized them was 
accomplished. 

Tho ordinary magistrates of the city resumed 
their power, not without trembling at the late 
experience of the fragility of its tenure. To 
march troops into the city, and commence a 
severe inquiry into the transactions of the . 
pre/Tfling night, were the first marks of return^* 4 
ing energy which they displayed. But those - 
events had been conducted on so secure and 
wcll-calculatcd a plan of safety and secrecy, that 
there uas little or nothing learned to throw 
light upon the authors or principal actors in a 
smiemc so audacious. An express was despatched 
to London with the tidings, where they excited 
great indignation and surprise in the council of 
regency, and jiarticulai ly in the bosom of Queen 
Caiolinc, who considered her own authority as 
exposed to contempt by tho success of this 
.singular conspiracy. Notliiug ivas siiokc of for 
some time save the measure of vengeance which 
should bo taken, not only on tho actors of this 
tragedy, so soon as they should bo discovered, 
but upon the magistrates ivho had suffered it to 
take place, and upon tho city ivhich had been 
the scene where it was exhibited. On^ this 
occasion, it is still recorded in jHinular tradition, 
that her Majesty, in tho height of her displeasurcj 
told tho ccle))ratcd John, Duke of Argyle, that, 
sooner than submit to such an insult, she would 
make Scotland a hunting- field. * In that case, 

madam,’ answered that high-spirited ^lobleman, 
with a profound bow, * 1 will take leave of your 
Majesty, and go down to my own country to got 
my hounds ready.* 

Tlio import of tho reply had more than met 
the oar; aud as most of the Scottish nobUity 
and gentry seemed actuated by the same national 
spirit, the royal displeasure was necessarily 
ciiecked in mid-volley, and milder courses wore 
recommondod and adopted, to some of which we 
may hereafter have occasion to aovert.* 


C7IAPTER VII, 

Arthur's Scot shall be my bed, 

Thr sheets shall ne’er be pressed by me, 

St. Anton's well shall be my drink, 

Sm’ my true-love’s forsaken me. 

Old Sokg. 

If I were to choose a spot from which the 
rising or setting sun could be seen to the greatest 
liossible advantage, it would be that wd ^th 
winding aronnd the foot of the high belt of semi- 
circular rocks, called Salisbury Crags, and mark** 


♦ Note D, 
Porteous, 


concerning the m'order 


• fc 
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fn£ itio Terffci of the steep descent which slopes 
4ow](l ^to we glon on the south-eastern side of 
tlfe eiig^^of Edinburgh. The prospect, in its 
g&nen^ outline, commands a close'built, high- 

g led citjjT, stretching itself out beneath in a 
rm which, to a romantic imagination, may bo 
supposed to represent that of a dragon *, now, a 
noble arm of the soa, with its rocks, isles, 
distant shores, and bourid.i y of mountains ; and 
now, a fair and fertile champaign country, 
varied with hill, dale, and roclc, and skirted 
by the picturesque ridge of the Tcntland moun- 
tains. Eut as the path gently circles around 
the iHise of the cliffs, the prospect, composed as 
it is of these enchanting and sublime objects, 
changes at every stop, and presents them blended 
with, or divided from, each other, in every 
possible variety whioli can gratify the eye and 
the imagination. Wlion a piece of scenery so 
beautiful, yet so varied, — so exciting by its 
intricacy, and yet so sublime, — is lighted up by 
the tints of morning or of evening, and displays 
• all that variety of shadowy depth, exchanged 
with ]>artial brilliancy, which gives character 
^ven to the tamest of landscapes, the effect 
approaches near to enchantment. This path 
used to bo my favourite evening and morning 
resort, when engaged with a favourite author, 
or new subject of study. It is, 1 am informed, 
now become totally impassable ; a circumstance 
which, if true, reflects little credit on the taste 
of the Good Town or its loaders.* 

It was from this fascinating path — the scene 
to me of so much delicious muhiug, when life 
was young and promised to bo happy, that 1 
have been unable to pass it over Avilhout an 
episodical description — it was, 1 say, from this 
romantic path that Butler saw the morning 
arise tlio day after the murder of Porteous. It 
was possible for him with ease to have fouird* a 
much shorter road to the house to which ho wa.s 
directing His course, and, in fact, that which ho 
chose was extremely circuitous. But to compose 
Ills own ipirits, as well as to while away the 
time, untu a proper hour for visiting tho family 
without surprise or disturbance, ho was induced 
to extend his circuit by tho foot of tho rocks, 
and to linger upon his way until tho morning 
should be considerably advanced. Wliilo, now 
standing with his arms across, and waiting tho 
slow progi’ess of the sun above the horizon, noAv 
sitting upon *0110 of tho numVrous fragments 
Avhich storms had detached from the rocks above 
him, ho is meditating alternately upon the 
horrible oatastroi)ho wliicli he had witnessed, 
and upon tho melancholy, and to him most 
interesting, news Avhlch he had learned at 
i^dletree's, Ave will give the reader to under- 
stand who Butler was, and how his fato was 
connected with that of Effio Deans, the un- 
fortunate handmaiden of tho careful Mre. 
Sad^ettee. 

Benbeii Butler was of English extraction, 
though horn in Scotland. His grandfather was 
n trSo]^^^in Monk's army, and one of the party 
of dismounted dragoons which formed tho forlorn 

* JV iMaudful and solid pathway has, within a few years, 
formed around these romantic rocks; and the Author 


hope at the siortniug of Dundee in 1051 . Stephen 
Butler (called from his talents in leading ami 
expounding, SoxdpturO'Stephen, and Bible liutlei) 
was a staunch Independent, and received in 
its fullest comprehension tho promise that the 
saints should inherit the earth. As hard knocks 
were what had chiefly fallen to his share hitherto 
in the division of this common property, lie lost 
not tho opportunity which the storm and plunder 
of a commercial place aflbrdcd him, to appropriate 
as large a share of tho better things of this 
world as lie could possibly compass. It Avoiild 
seem that he had succeeded indiilcrcntly well, 
for liis exterior circumstuiiccs appeared, in con- 
sequence of this event, to have been much 
mended. 

Tho troop to aaIucIi he belonged was quartered 
at the village of Dalkeith, as lorniing tho body- 
miard of Monk, who, in the capacity of general 
I or tlio Commonwealth, resided in tlio neigh- 
bouring castle. \Vhcii, on the cve of the Restora- 
tion, the general coinincuecd his march froii* 
Scotland, a measure picgnant with such important 
consequences, he iiew-modcllcd his troo 2 ) 8 , and 
more especially those inimcdi.itcly about liis 
person, in order that they iniglit consist entirely 
of iiidividiials devoted to himself. On this 
occasion Scrii>turo Stoidien was weighed in tho 
balance, and found wanting. It Avas siqiposod 
ho felt no call to any expedition aaIucIi might 
endanger the reign of tho military sainthood, 
and that ho did not consider himself as free in 
conscience to join with any jw-rty which might 
be likely ultimately to acknowledge the interest 
of Charles Stuart, the sou of ‘the last man,' as 
Charles I. was familiarly and irreverently termed 
by them in their common discourse, as well as in 
their more elaborate ])rcdications and harangues. 
As tho time did not admit of cashiering such 
dissidents, Stepheu Butler was only advised in 
a friendly way to give up his horse and accoutre- 
ments te one of Middleton’s old troopers, aaIio 
})Osscssed an accommodating conscience of a 
militaiy stamp, and AAbich squared itself chiefly 
upon those of tho colonel and ]>aymabtei‘. As 
this hint came iccoriimciided by a certain sum 
of arrears iircscntly jiUyablc, StciJien had carnal 
Aiisdom enough to ernbiace tho proposal, and 
AA'ith great indiflerern'c saAV his old corps dejiart 
for Coldstream, on their route for the south, to 
establish the tottering govcrnmoiit of England 
on a new basis. 

Tho zone of the ex-trooper, to use Horace's 
jihraso, was Aveighty enough to purchase a cottago 
and two or three fields (still knoAvn by the name 
of Beersheba), Avithin about a Scottish jnile of 
Dalkeith ; and there did Stephen establish him- 
self wdth a youthful helpmate, chosen out of tlie 
said village, whoso disposition to a comfortablo 
settlement on this side of the grave reconciled 
her to the gruff manners, serious temper, and 
weather-beaten features of the martial enthusiast. 
Stephen did not long survive the falling on ‘ evil 
days and evil tongues,* of which Milton, in the 
same predicament, so mournfully complains. A t 
hb death his consort remained an early lAidow, 
with a male child of three years old, which, in 
the sobriety wherewith it demeaned itself, in the 
old-fashioned and even grim oast of its features, 
And in Ua mode of expressing itself, 
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would raffioitptly harf vindicated the honour of 
tile widow of Beershelm, had any one thought 
proper to oluJlengo the babe*s descent from 
Bible Butler. 

Butler’s princi])lcs had not descended to his 
family, or cxtencied themselves among his neigh- 
bours. Tlic air of Scotland was alien to the 
growth of Independency, however favourablo to 
fanaticism under other colours. But, neverthe- 
less, they were not forgotten ; and a certain 
neighbouring laird, who piqued himself upon the 
loyalty of Ins ]»nuci}iles ‘in the woi-st of times* 
(though I never heard they exposed him to 11101*0 
jioril than that of a broken head, or a night’s 
lodging in the main guard, when wine and 
cavalierism iwedoininatod in his xipjier storey), 
had found it a convenient thing to rake up all 
matter of accusation against the deceased Stephen. 
In this enumeration his religious ])rineiplcs made 
no small figure, as, indeed, they must h.ivo 
seemed of the most exdgcevateil enf>rinity to one 
whose own weio so small and so faintly traced, 
as to 1x3 well-nigh impercejitiblc. In these cir- 
cuuistances, poor widow Butler was siijiplied 
with her full proportion of lines for noncon- 
formity, and all the other oppressions of tlio 
time, until Bcersheba W’as fairly wiouehed out 
of her hands, and became the property of the 
laird wlio had so wantonly, as it had hitherto 
appeared, pemecuted this poor foiJoni woman. 
Wnen his purpose was fail ly aclucx cd, ho allowed 
some 1 ‘emorse or moderation, or whatever the 
leader may please to tei*m it, in permitting her 
to ootujjy her husband’s cottage, and cultivate, 
on no very heavy terms, a croft of land adjacent. 
Her son Benjamin, in "the meanwliile, grew' up 
to man’s estate, and, moved by that impulse 
which makes men seek iiiarriage, even when its 
end can only bo the iicrpetuation of misery, bo 
wedded, and brought a wife, and eventually a 
son, Reuben, to share the jioveity of Beeisheba. 

The Laird of Dumbiedikes * had hitherto been 
moderate in his exactions, peihajis because lie 
was ashamed to tax too highly the miserable 
means of support which remained to Ihe widow 
Butler. But when a stout, active young fellow 
appeared as the labourer of the croft in question, 
Dumbiedikes began to think so broad a pair of 
shoulders might bear an additional burden. He 
regulated, indeed, bis njauagement of bis de- 
})endcnts (who loi Innately were but few in 
number) much ujion the iirinciple of the carters 
whom ho observed loading their c.irts at a neigh- 
bouring coal-hill, and who iicvor failed to clap 
an admtioxial brace of liundiedweights on their 
burden, so soon as by any means they had com- 
pa^i^ a new hoise of somewhat superior strength 
to that which liad broken down the day befoie. 

g OWe^Gor reasonable this ]iraoti(*e appeared to the 
lird of Dumbiedikes, lie oii^ ht to have observed 
that it may 1x3 overdone, ana that it infers, as a 
matiier of course, the destruction and loss of 
both horse, and cart, and loading. Even 'so it 
l^fey wheii the additional ‘ prostations * came to 

* Dumbiedikes, selected ns descriptive of the taciturn 
tblgacter 4^ the imaginary owner, is reallv the name of a 
hQiise bordering on the King’s Park, so called Iiecausc the 


be demanded of Beidamin Butler. A man of 
few words and few ideas, but attached to Be«r« 
sheba with a feeliug like that which a vegetable 
entertains to the spot in which it chances to ba 
planted, ho neither remonstrated with the laird, 
nor endeavoured to escape from him, but, toiling 
night and day to accomplish the terms of hia 
taskmaster, fell into a burning fhyer and died. 
His wdfe did not long survive him ; and, as if it 
had )>con the fate of this family to be left orphans, 
our Reuben Butler w'as, about the year 1704-6, 
left in the same circumstances in which liis 
father had been placed, and under the same 
guardianship, being that of his grandmother, 
the wddow of Monk’s old trooper. 

The same prospect of misery hung over the 
head of another tenant of this fiazd-hearted loiol 
of the soil. This was a tough, tiuc-blue IVshy- 
teiiaii, called Doans, who, though most obnoxious 
to the Inird on account of ])rinciplcs in church 
and state, contrived to maintain Ins ground upon 
the estdto by legul.ir payment of mail -duties, 
kain, arriage, carriage, dry multuie, lock, gowpeu, 
and kuavcsliip, and all the vaz'ions exactions now 
commuled for money, and suinined up in the 
emphatic woiil izunt. But the years 1700 and 
1701, long lemeznbered in Scotland for dearth 
and general distress, subdued the stout heart of 
the agrieiil tural Whig. Citations by the ground- 
officer, decreets of the Baron Court, sequestra- 
tions, poindings of outside and inside ]>lonishiug, 
flew atxmt his cars as fast as the Tory bullets 
wdiistled around those of the Covenanters at 
Pentland, Bothwell Brig, or Airsmoss. Struggle 
as he might, and he stru^led gallantly, * Douce 
Daadd Deans ’ was routecUiorse and foot, and lay 
at the mercy of his grasping landlord just at the 
time that Benjamin Butler died, l^e fate of 
each family was anticipated ; but they who 
jmqihesied their expulsion to Ix^ggai'y and ruin 
weie disappointed by an accidentnl eircumstancc. 

On the vei’y term-day whezi theif ejection 
should have taken place, when all their neigh- 
boiiis wvre jirepared to pity, and not one to 
assist them, the ministiT of the parish, as w'ell 
as a doctor fioin Edinbuigh, received a hasty 
summons to attend tlie Laizd of Dumbiedikes. 
Both weie suz prised, for hia contempt for both 
faenlties hail him ]>ict1y commonly his theme 
over an extra bottle, that is to say, at least once 
evezy day. The leech for the soul, and he for 
the body, alighted in the court*of the little 
old manor-house at almost the sazno time ; and 
when they had gazed a moment at each other 
witli some surprise, they in the same breath 
expressed their conviction that Dumbiedikes 
must needs be very ill indeed, since he subomoped 
them both to his jii'eseni'e at once. Ere the 
seivant could uslier them to his apartment, the 
party was augmented by a man of law, Nichil 
Novit, ^writing himself procurator before the 
sheriff-court, for in those days there were no 
solicitors. This latter personage was first sum- 
moned to the a]>artniont of the laird, where, after 
some short space, the soul-curer and the b^y- 
curor were invited to join him. 

Dumbiedikes liad been by this time transported 
iuto the best bedroom, used only upon opoaeiorts 
of death and marriage, and called, fipom the 
former of these occupations, the Dead -Boom, 
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Them were in this apartment, besides tbelsiok 
person himself snd Mr. Novit, the son and heir 
of ^e patient, a tall, gawky, silly-looking boy of 
'fourty or fifteen, and a housekeeper, a ^ood 
buxom fiwe of a woman, betwixt forty and lifty, 
who had^pi the keys and managed matters at 
Bambiedik^ since the lady’s death. It was to 
these attendants that Dumbiodikes addressed 
himself pretty ncaily in the following words; 
temporal and spiritual matters, the eare of his 
health and his affairs, being strangely jumbl(*(l 
in a head which w^as novel one ol the clearest. 

‘These are sail* times wi’ me, gentloinon and 
neighbours ! amaist as ill as at the auclity-niiio, 
when I was rabbled by the collcpcauers.* — They 
mistook me mucklc — they ca*d me a Tapist, but 
there was never a Papist bit about me, minister. 
— Jook, ye’ll take warning — it’s a debt wo maun 
a’ my, and there stands Nichil Novit that will 
tell ye I ;vas never gude at ]>aying debts in my 
life. — Mr. Novit, ye’ll no torget to draw the 
annual rent that’s due on the } oil’s band— it I 
l>ay debt to other folk, 1 lliiuk they snld jiay it 
' tome — ^that equals aquals.- Jock, wJion ye liae 
naething else to do, ye may be aye sticking in a 
* tree : it will be growing, Jock, when ye’re slecji- 
ing.T My father taiild me sae forty years sin’, 
but I ne’er fand time to mind liiin.- Jock, ne’er 
drink brandy in the morning, it tiles the ataiiiaeh 
sair ; gin ye take a moii ling’s draught, lot it be 
aqua mirabilis ; Jenny tlieie makes it week — 
Doctor, my breath is growing as scant as a 
broken-windod piper’s, when he lias jilayed for 
four-and-twenty hours at a penny wedding. 
Jenny, pit the cod aneatli my head — but irs a* 
needless ! — Mass John, could ye think o’ rattling 
ower some bit short prayci, it wad do mo mido 
maybe, and keep some queer thoughts out o» my 
head. Say something, man.’ 

‘I cannot use a prayer like a ut-iliyiiie,* 
answered tlie honest elcrgymnii ; ‘ and if you 
would have your soul rcdeeiiied like a jirey from 
the fowled, laird, you must needs .show me your 
state of mind.’ 

‘ And ^houldua ye koii that without my tell- 
ing you?’ answered the patient. ‘'VVliatliave 
I been paying stipend and teind jiaisoiiagc ami 
vicarage for, ever sin’ the aiielity-nine, and I 
canua get a spell of a prayer Ibr’t, the only time 
' I ever asked Tor ane in my life / (liinu aw’a wi’ 
your whiggery, if that’s a’ ye can do ; auld 
Curate KiKt^up wad hae read half the prayci - 
book to mo by this time, — Aw a wi’ ye ' -Doctor, 
let’s see if ye can do ony thing better for mo.’ 

The doctor, who Ijad obtained some iiifonnn- 
tion in the meanwdiile from the housekceiKir on 
the state of his oonqilaints, assured him the 
medical art could not prolong his life ninny 
hoursl 

‘ Then damn Mass John and you baith i ' cried 

'' ** Immediately previous to the Revolution, the students 

I at tbe iSdinburga College were violent aiiti-Cathohcs. 

I They were strongly suspected of burning the house of 
I Frestonfield, belonging to Sir James llick, the Lord 
, Provost ; and certainly were guilty of creating considerable 
' riottintasa^. 

i t The AutbOr has been flattered by the assurance, that 
' this nalhFt mode of recommending arboriculture (which 
^ was actually delivered in these very words by a Highland 
laird, whiki 6n his ^atb-bed, to his son) had so mucli 
^aeight wiOi a Scottish earl as (o lead to his planting a 
tract of ooaatry. 


the ffirioos knd intraetajple jiaticut. ‘Di<l yo 
come here for naething but to tell me that yo 
canna help me at the pinch? Out wi’ them, 
Jenny— out o’ the house ! and,* Jock, my curse, 
and the curse^ of Oomwcll, go wi’ ye, if yo gie 
them either fee or bouutith, or sae mucklo as a 
black pair o’ ehe\ rons > ' ^ 

The clergyman and doctor made a speedy 
let leaf out ot the apaitnieut, wdiile Dumbie- 
dikes l<‘ll into one cJ those transports of violent 
and jirofanC language, which had procured him 
the surn.imo ol Damn -me -dikes. ‘Bring me 

the brandy bottle, Jenny, yc b he cried, 

with a voice in which i)assioii contended with 
])ain. ‘ 1 tail die as 1 have lived, without 
lashing ony o’ them. But there’s ae thing,’ he 
said, sinking liis Aoice ‘there’s ae leaiful thing 
lungs about my heait, and an anker of brandy 
W’iima wash it aw a) . T'lu* Dcaiiscs at Woodend 1 

I wcjnesliated them in the dear years, and 
now* they are to Hit, tlie/ll starve -and that 
Beerslieka, and that auld troopei’s wife and her 
oe, they’ll starve- -tliey’ll slai\c! — Look out, 
Joek ; what kind o’ night is’t * ’ 

‘Oii-ding o’ siunv, failier,’ answ*ered Jock, 
after having opened the window', and looked out 
with great coiniiosiiie. 

‘They’ll jieribh in the drifts!* said the 
expiring shuici -‘they’ll peiish wi’ cauld !— hut 
I’Jl belict eneuch, gin a’ tales be tnie.’ 

This last obscnation was, made under breath, 
and in a tone which made tlio very attorney 
shudder. He tried his hand at gliostly advice, 
probably lor the fust time in his life, and 
leeomiiiendcd, as an o])irito tor the agonized 
oons(denco of tin' laiid, ic[>aiation ol the injuries 
lie liad done to these distressed families, which, 
he observi'd by the way, the civil law called 
nstitutio in integrum. But Mammon was 
struggling with Rc'inoise lor letaiuing liis ])laee 
in a bosom ho had so long ]> 08 sesbed ; and he 
jiartly succeeded, ns an old iyiant proves often 
too strong tor his iiisingent rcbids. 

‘I canna do’t,’ ho aiisw’cied, with a voice of 
despaii. ‘ It w ould kill me to do’t — how can yo 
hid mo pay back siller, when ye ken liow' I w’ant 
it^ or disjmiio Beeislieba, when it lies sne wetd 
into my ain plaid-ncuk i Natuio made Dumbic* 
<likes and Beershcha to he ae man's land — She 

<li(I, hy . Nichil, it wad kill mo to part 

them.’ 

‘ But ye maun die whether or no, laird,’ said 
Ml. Novit ; ‘and maybe yc w*ad die easier — it’s 
but trying. I’ll scroll the disposition in nae 
lime.’ ’ 

‘Diiiiia speak o’t, sir,’ leplied Dumbiedikes, 
‘or ITl lliiig tlio stoup at your head, — But, 
Jock, lad, ye see how the war Id warstles wi’ me 
on my <leathbed — he kind to the puir creatures, 
the Deanses and the Butlers — bo kind to them, 
Jock, Dinna let the warld get a grip o’ ye, 
Jook — ^but keep the gear thegither 1 and whate’er 
ye do, dispone Beoi-shoba at no rate. Let the 
creatures stay at a moderate jiiailing, and liae 
bite and soup ; it will maybe be tbe better wi* 
your father whaiir he’s gaun, lad.* 

After these contradTctoiy instructions, the 
laird felt his mind so nmeh at ease, that ho 
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drtunk thro© bumpers ‘of brandy oontinuojisly, 
<wjd *aottgh©d awa,’ as Jenny expressed it^ in an 
attempt to sing ^ l)cil stick the Minister/ 

Kis death made a revolution in favour of 
the distressed families. John Dumbie, now of 
Dumbiodikos, in his own right, seemed to be 
©lose and selfish cnoiigli, but wanted the grasp- 
ing Bpiiit and active mind of bis father; and 
his guardian hap[Hsiiod to agree with him in 
opinion, that his father s dying recommendation 
should be attended to. The lenants, therefore, 
were not actually turned out of doors among the 
snow-wreaths, and were allowed wlierewith to 
procure butter-milk and iiease-baniiocks, whicli 
they ate under the full foicc of the original 
malediction. The cottage of Deans, called 
Woodend, was not very distant from that at 
BeersHbba. Formerly thei'e had been but litth* 
intercourse between the ianiiliea. Deans was a 
sturdy Scotsman, with all sort of prejiidtces 
' against the Southern, and the s[)awii of the 
Southern. Moreover, Deans W'as, as wo have 
said, a staunch Piosbyterian, of the most rigid 
‘ and unbend iiig adherence to what ho conceived 
to bo the only possible .strdight line, as lie was 
wont to express himself, between light-hand 
heats and extremes and left-hand defections ; 
and, therefore, he lield in high dread and lioiTor 
all Independents, and whomsoever he supposed 
allied to them. 

Hut, notwithstanding these national pic- 
judioes and religions proft^ssions, Deans and 
the widow Hutlei w’cro placed in sucli a situa- 
tion as naturally and at length created some 
intimacy bctw'ccii the families. They had 
shared a common danger and a mutual de- 
liverance. They needetl each other’s assistance, 
like a company, who, ciossing a mountain 
stream, are compelled to cling close together, 
Icit the oiirrent should bo loo powerful for any 
W'ho are not thus su]>portcfl. 

On nearer ac(iuaint.int e, too, Doans abated some 
of his prejudices. He foiiiul old. Mrs, Butler, 
though not tlioroughlv gioundcd in the extent 
and healing of the kiI testimony against fho 
defootion-j of the limes, liad no oj»iiiioii9 in 
favour of the liidcpendeiii paity; neither was 
she an Kiiglishwomin. Tlrerefoie, it was to bo 
hoped that, though .she .was the widow of an 
enthusiastic corjioial of Oroiii well’s dragoons, 
her grandson might be neither schismatic nor 
anti-national, two qualities concerning which 
Goodman Deans had as wholesome a terror as 
li^inst Papists and malignants. Above all (for 
Douce Davie Deans had his weak side), lie per- 
ceived that widow Butler looked up to him wuth 
reverence, listened to his advice, and coni- 
pnii^ndod for an occMsional fling at flic dwtiines 
« of her deceased husbatni, to whicli, as we have 
aeon, she by no means v.annly attached, in 
consideration ot' the valuable counsels wliich the 
'Presbyterian afforded her for the management of 
her little farm, .These usually concluded with 
♦they may do otherwise in England, neighbour 
' BttUor, for aught I ken ;* or, ‘it may lie different 
In foreign parts;* or, ‘they wba think differently 
^ the great foundation of our ooveiianted re- 
rtion* overturning and mishgiwling the 
ametkt and discipline of the wk, and 
dotrn the aamd work of our Zim^ 



might bo for sawing the craft wi* aits ; I 
say pease, pease/ And as his advice waa 
shrewd and sensible, though conceitedly jfivan, 
it was received with gratitudei and fofiowod 
with respect. 

The intercourse which took place betwixt 
the families at Beersheba and Woodetid becamt 
strict and intimate, at a very early period, be- 
twixt Keubeii Butler, wdth whom the reader is 
already in some degree acquainted, and Jeanie 
Deans, the only child of Donee Da 'do Doans by 
liis first wife, ‘that singular Christian woman,* 
as he was wont to express himself, ‘whose name' 
was savoury to all that knew her for a desirable 
professor, Christian Menzies in Hochmagirdle.* 
Tlic manner of which intimacy, and tlio conse- 
quences thereof, we now proceed to relate. 


CHAPTER nil, 

Reuben and Rachel, though as fund as doves, 

Were yet discreet and cautious in their loves; 

Nor uuuld attend to Cupid's wild commands, 

'J ill cool reflection hade them join their hands ; 

When both wctc poor, they thought it argued ill 
Of hasty loVe to make them poorer still. 

CKAnoh s Pansh Register, 

While widow Butler and widower Deans 
struggled with poverty, and the hard and sterile 
soil ot ‘ those parts and portions ’ of the lauds of 
Dumbiodikca which it was their lot to occupy, 
it became gradually apparent that Deans was to 
gain the strife, and liis ally in the conflict was 
to lose it. The former w'as a man, and not 
much imst the prime of life— Mrs. Butler a 
woman, and dcclmod into the vale of years. 
This, indeed, ought in time to have been bal- 
anced by the circumstance, that Reuben was 
growing up to assist his grandmother’s labours, 
and that Jeanie Deans, as a gill, could- 1)0 only 
su])p(>8ed to add to her fatlier's bmdens. But 
Douce Davie Deans knew betlei things, and so 
schooled and trained the young minion, as he 
railed her, that fiom the time she could w'alk, 
upwaids, she was daily employed in some task 
or other, suitable to lier age and capacity ; a 
circumstance wliich, added to her father's daily 
instructions and lectures, tended to give her 
mind, even when a cliild, a grave, serious, firm, 
and reflecting cast. An nueoinugmly strong 
and healthy tomporament, free from all nervous 
.affection and every other irregularity, which^ 
attacking the body in its more noble mnetions, 
so often influences the mind, tended Really to 
establish this fortiturlc, simplicity, and decision 
of character. 

On the other hand, Reuben was weak in 
constitution, and, though not timid in tempef, . 
might bo safely pronounced anxious, doubtful, 
and apjirehcusivo. Ho partook of the tem{ieku<« 
merit of his mother, wno had died of a eon- 
sumption in early age. He was a pale, tbin, 
feeble, sickly boy, and somewhat lame, fwttn 
an accident in early youth, lie was, brides, 
tho child of a doting grandmother, whoee. ioU 
solicitous attention to him soon hitn n 

sort of difQdenoc in himself, wiA n to ' 

qrorrate his own im|»ortance, wh^ch <me of V 
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wottit conscqueueoB iliat children deduce dame, akid diBconcorted ll»o gocd opinion which 
from over-indulgence. her neighbour Davie Doans had for somo time 

Still* however, the two children clung to each entertained of Reuben, 
other's society, not more from habit than from * 1 bco naething ye can make of that silly 
taste. They herded together the handful of callant, neighbour Butler,' said ho to the old 
sheep, with the tvro or three cows, which their lady, ‘unless yo train him to the i^ark o* tho 
parents turned out rather to seek food than ininistry. And ne’er was there inair need ol 
acMally to feed upon the unenclosed common of jwio’ifu’ ]»reaclicra than e’en now in these cauld 
Dumbiedikes. It was tin t e that the two urchins (fallio days, when men’s licarts are hardened like 
might be seen seated beneath a blooming bush the nether millstone, till they come to regard 
of whin,-^ their little faces laid close together none of these things. It’s evident this piiir 
under the shadow of the same jdaid drawn over callant of yonrs will never be able to do aft usefu* 
both their heads, w^hile the lands(‘ape around day’s waik, uiiloss it be as an ambassador from 
was embrowned by an overshadowing cloud, big our Master ; and 1 will make it iny business to 
with the shower which liad diiven tiio children ]irociiro a licence when lie is fit lor the same, 
to shelter. On other occasions they went to- trusting he will bo a shall cleanly ]»olLshed, and 
gether to school, the boy receiving that eiicour- meet to bo used in the body of tbo kirk ; and Ibat 
agoment and example from liis companion, in ho shall not turn again, like the sow, to wallow 
crossing the little brooks wliicli intersected their in the miic of licrcU< al extremes and deleclious, 
path, and encountering cattle, dogs, and other but shall have the wings of a dove, though he 
peril, upon their journey, wdiich the male sex hath lain among the pots.’ 
in such cases usually coiisidoi* it as their pre- The poor wridowgurj>ed down the affront to her 
rogative to extend to tho weaker. But when, husband’s principles, implied in this caution, and 
seated on the benches of ilio scliool-liouse, they hastened to take Butler from the High School, 
began to con tlieir lessons together, Reuben, and encourage him in the pursuit of mathematics 
who was as much superior to jeanio Deans in and divinity, the only ])Jiysics and ethics that 
acuteness of intellect, as inferior to her in firm- chanced to bo in fashion at the time, 
ness of constitution, and in that insensibility to Jeanie Deans was noAv compelled to 2 )art from 
fatigue and danger which depends on tho con- the companion of her labour, her study, and her 
formation of the nerves, w'as able fully to requite ])abtime, and it was with moie than childish 
the kindness an<l countenance with which, in feeling that both children regaidcd the separa- 
other circumstances, she used lo regard him. lion. But they w’ero young, and hope W'as high, 
He was decidedly tho best scholar at tho little and they separated like those who hope to meet 
]Miri8h school ; and so gentle w'as liis temper and again at a more auspicious hour, 
disposition, that lie was rather admired iban While Ronbeii Imtlcr was acquiring at the 
envied by tho little mob wdio occupied the noisy University of St. Andrew'’s tho knowledge neces- 
mansioii, although he was tho declared favourite sary for a clergyman, and macerating his body 
of the master. Several girls, in particular (for with the privations which w^cro necessary in 
in Scotland they are taught witli the boys), seeking food for his mind, his grand-damo bc^ 
longed to be kind to and comfort tbo sickly lad^ came daily less able to struggle with her little 
who was so much cleverer than his companions, farm, and w’as at length obliged to throw it up 
The chasacter of Reuben Butler was so calculated to the new Laird of Dumbiedikes. That great 
as to offer scope both for their sympathy and ])ersouago was no absolute Jew, and did noi^ 
their admiration, tlie feelings, })ernaps, through cheat her in making the bargain more than 
which flio female sex (tho more deserving part was tolerable. He oven gave her permission to 
of them, at least) is more easily attached. tenant the liouso in which she had lived with 

But l^ubeu, naturally reserved and distant, her husband, as long as it should bo ‘tenant- 
improved none of these advantages ; and only able ; ’ only ho protested against ]>aying for a 
became more attached lo Jeanio D^aiis, as the farthing of repairs, any bcuovolciicc wliich ho 
enthusiastio approbation of his master assured possessed being of the |)assive, but by no means 
him of fair prospects in future jife, and awakened of the active mood. 

his ambition. In tho meantime, every advaiito In tho incanwdiile, from superior shrewdness, 
that Renbeu made in learning (and, considering skill, and other circumstances, some of them 
his opportunities, they were uncommonly great) purely accidental, Davie Deans gained a footing 
rendei^ him less capable of attending to the m the world, the possession of some wealth, the 
domestio duties of his grandmother^ farm, reputation of more, and a growing disposition lo 
While studying the pons asinonim in Euclid, preserve and increase his store ; for which, when 
he suffered oyery ctiddie upon tlie common to he thought upon it seriously, he was inclined to 
trespass upon a largo field of ])eas belonging to blame himself. From his knowledge in agrioul- 
the laird, and nothing but tbo active exertions ture, as it was then practised, ho became e sort 
of Jeanie Deans, with her little dog Diistiefoot, of favourite with the laird, who had no great 
could have saved great loss and consecnicnt pleasure either in active sports or in society, and 
imnishmefit. Similar miscarriages marked his was wont 16 end his daily saunter by calling at 
progress in his classical studios. Ho road Virgil’s the cottage of Woodend. 

DiOigics till he did not know berc fVom barley ; Being himself a man of slow ideas and confused 
and had nearly destroyed the crofts of Beer- utterance, Dumbiedikek used to sit or stand for 
idieU while attempting to cultivate ihem ao- half-an-hour, with an old laced liat ol his father's 
oofding to the practice of Columella and Cato upon his head, and an empty tobaooo-j^pe in his 
tiuiCeitopn * mouth* with his eyes following Jeanie Xl^ns, or 

Tnsso blunders oocssmuod grief to Us grand- * tbo Isssie*’ as he called her, through the course 
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of her 4aily domoslio iab^nr ; while her father, 
ifter eSchaufttiug the subject of bestial, of ploughs, 
and of hftlTows, often took an opportunity of 
going full -sail iyto controversial subjects, to 
which discussions the dignitary listened with 
mucrll seoining ])ationcc, but without making any 
reply, or, inrleed, as most people thought, with- 
out understanding a single word of whnt the 
orator was saying. Deans, indeed, deiiied this 
stoutly, as an insult at onee to liis own talents 
for expounding hidden truths, of which lie was a 
little vain, and to the laird’s capacity of xiiider- 
standing thorn. Ho said, * Duinbieilikcs was nano 
of these flashy gentles, wi’ laec on Ihcir skirts 
and swords at their tails, that weic rather for 
rldiiiff on horseback to liell than ganging harc- 
footewto heaven. TTo wasJia like his father — 
iiae profane cornpuiy-keepcr — uac swearer — nae 
driuK.er— imo frequenter of play-house, or music- 
house, or dancing house — nae S ibluith-hrcaker 
— ^nao imposer of aiths, or bonds, or denier of 
liberty to the flock. He clave to the warld, and 
the warld’s gear, a wee ower muckle, Imi then 
there was some hn'athiiig of a gale upon liis 
spirit,* etc. cte. All this honest Davie said and 
believed. 

It is not to be supposed that, by a father and 
a man of sense and ohservation, tin* constant 
direction of the lainl’s eyes towards J(*aiiie w.is 
altogether unnoticed. T?his circuiiKstanee, how- 
ever, made a much greater iinpiessioii upon 
another member of his family, a second help- 
mate, to wit, whom he had chosen to take to 
his bo.som two years after the death of liis iirst. 
Some people woie of o] union tliat Dotice Davie 
had been rather surprised into this stej>, for, in 
general, he was no friend to marriages or giving 
ill marriage, and seemed ratb(‘r to regard that 
‘state of society as a necessary evil, — a tiling law- 
ful, and to be tolerated in the imperfett state of 
our nature, but which clipped the wings w'ith 
which we ought to soar upwards, and tethered 
the soul to its mansion of clay, and the ercatuie- 
comforts of wife and haiins. His own ])raitiee, 
however, had in this mateiial point xarietl from 
bis principles, since, as we have seen, ho twdeo 
knitted for himself this dangerous and ensnaring 
entanglement. 

llebeoca, liis spouse, bad by no means tlie same 
hon’ur of matrimony, and as slic male marriages 
in imagination for every neighbour round, she 
failed not to indicate a match bctvxixt Dumbie- 
dikos and her ste})-daugliter Jeanie. The good- 
man need regularly to frown and psliaw wbciiever 
this topic was toueliod u})on, but usually ended 
by taking bis bonnet and walking out ot the 
house, to conceal a certain gleam of hatisfatiion, 
whiohj at such a suggestion, involuntarily dif- 
fused itself over bis austere ‘eatuivs. 

more youthful part of my readers may 
natutftlly ask, whether Jeanie Deans was de- 
serving of this mule attention of the Lai id of 
Dumpisdikos; and the liistorian, wdth duo legard 
^ veracity, is compelled to answer, tlidt her 

f nal attractions wore of no uncommon do- 
dou, She was short, and rather too stonily 
for her size, had gwy eyes, light-coloured 
a roUUd, good-huzuonred face, much tanned 
jthe sun, and her only peculiar charm was 
of inexpra^^le sersmtyi w|ddh a good 


oonscionoe, kind fcelinf^, oonteutod temper, and 
the regular discharge of all her duties, spread over 
her featuroM. There was nothing, it may ho sup- 
poseil, very ajipalliiig in the form or manners of 
this rustic heroine ; yet, whether from -sheepish 
baslifiiliicas, or from want of decision and imper- 
fect knowledge of liis own mind on the subiect, 
the Laird of Diiiubiodikos, with liis old laced hat 
and emi)ty tobacco-pipe, came and enjoyed the 
beaiitic vision of Jeanie Deans day after day, 
week after week, year after year, without pro- 
posing to aceomplisli any of the prophecies or the 
step-mother. 

This gocwl lady began to gi-ow doubly im- 
patient oil the sub.jeet, when, after having been 
some years marriiMl, she herself ]ircscntcd I)ouce 
Davie with, another daughter, who was named 
Kujihomia, by corruption Effie. It was then 
that Kebecca began to turn impatient with the 
slow ])aL'o at which the lairfVs wooing proceeded, 
judiciously arguing that, as Lady Dumbiedikea 
would have hut little occasion for tocher, the 
]irineiiul jKirt of her giubunan’s substance would 
naturally descend to the eliild by the second 
man iage. Other step-dames have tried less laud- 
alile moans for clearing tlie W’ay to the succes- 
sion of their owm cliildron ; but Rebecca, to do 
her justice, only sought little Etfie’s advantage 
through the j)romotion, or which must have 
generally been accounted such, of her elder sister. 
She therefore tried every female art within the 
eom])ass of her simple skill, to bring the laird to 
a point ; but had the mortification to x>erceive 
that her efforts, like those of an unskilful angler, 
only seared the trout she meant to catch. Upon 
one occasion, in jiarticular, when she joked with 
the laird on the propriety of giving a mistress to 
the house of Duinhiedikes, he was so eflectnally 
startled, that neither laced hat, tobacco-pipe, 
4ior the intelligent proprietor of tliese moyoaoies, 
visit e<i Woodcud for a fortnight. Re|;>eoca was 
therefore eoiupellcd to leave tlio laird to jxroceed 
at his owm snnirs xiaco, convinced, by exxierionce, 
(»f the grave (liggf‘r’s aphorism, that your dull ass 
will not mend his ]>aee for beating. 

Reuben, in the meantime, pursued his studies 
at tlie university, RUp]»Iying his wants by teach- 
ing tlie younger lads the knowledge ho himself 
aeijiiired, and tlnis at ouee gaining the means of 
maiiitaiiiiug himself at the seat of learning, and 
fixing in liis mind the elements of^what he had 
alieady obtained. In ill is manner, as is usual 
among the iioorer students of divinity at Scottish 
uiiiversitie.s, ho eoni rived not only to maintain 
himsidf according to his simple wants, but oven 
to send considerable assistance to liis sole remain- 
ing ])arciit, a sacred duty of which ther Scotch 
ai e seldom negligent, liis progi ess in knowledge 
of a general kind, as 'well as in the studies proper 
to his profession, was very considerable, but was 
litllo remarked, owing to the retired modesty of 
liis disposition, wdiieh iii no respect qualified him 
to set off his leaiiiing to tlie best advaptsM. 
And thus, had Butler been a man given to my e 
conqdainta, he had his tale to tell, like oth^, 
of niijust preferences, bad luck, and hard usage. 
On the.se subjects, however, he was habituauy 
silent, perha])s from modesty, .perhaps firom a 
touch of pride, or perhaps from a conjunction of 
both. 
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Ho obtained his licence as a preaclicr of the 
gospel, with some compUmonts from the presby- 
tery by whom it was bestowed ; but this did not 
lead any ptelerment, and he found it necessary 
to mahe the cottage at Beersheba his residence 
for sonie months, with no other income than was 
at^rded by the precarious occupation of teaching 
in one or other of the neighbouring families. 
After having greeted his aged gi’andmoiher, his 
first visit was to Woodend, where ho was received 
by Jeanie with warm cordiality, arising from re- 
collections which had never been dismissed from 
her mind, by Rebecca with good-humoured hos- 
pitality, and by old Deans in a mode jieculiar to 
himself. 

Highly as Douce Davie honoured the clergy, 
it was not upon cacli individual of tlie cloth that 
he bestowed nis approbation ; and, a little jealous, 
|>erhaps^ at seeing his youthful aciiuaintaiice 
erected into the dignity of a teacher and preacher, 
he instantly attacked him upon various ]K>ints 
of controversy, in order to discover whether he 

• might not have fallen into some of tlie snaies, 

. demotions, and desertions of the time. Butler 

• was not only a man of staunch Presbytoiian 
principles, but was also willing to avoid giving 
tMiin to his old fiieiid by disjnitiug ujwn points 
of little importance; and therefore he might 
have hoped to have ( ome like tine gold out of 
the furnace of Davie’s interiogatories. But the 
result on the mind of that sliict investigator was 
not altogether so favourable as might have beon 
hoped and anticipated. Old Judith Butler, who 
had hobbled that evening as far as Woodend, in 
order to enj^ the congratulations of lier neigh- 
bours upon Reuben’s return, and upon his high 
attainments, of which she was herself not a little 
proud, was somewhat mortified to find that her 
old friend Doans did not enter into the subject 
with the warmth she expected. At first, indeed, 
ho seemed rather silent than dissatisfied ; and 
it was ftot till Judith had essayed the subject 
more than once that it led to the following 
dialogup. 

* Awcol, noibor Doans, I thought yo wad hae 
hoeu glad to see Reuben amang us again, poor 
follow.’ 

‘ I am glad, Mrs. Butler,’ was the neighbour’s 
concise answei. 

* Since he has lost his grandfather and his 
father (praised be Hin* that giveth and taketh '), 
1 ken uao fnciid he has in the world that’s been 
sae like a father to him as the sel* o’ yc, ncibor 
Deans.’ 

‘God is the only fiUier of the fatherless,’ said 
Deans, touchifighis bonnet and looking u]>wards. 

* Give honour where it is due, gudowito, and not 
to an unworthy instiumeiit.’ 

' * Aweel, that’s your way o* turning it, and nae 
doubt ye ken host ; but I hao ken’d ye, Davie, 
f send a forpit o’ meal to Beersheba when there 
' waena a bow loft in the mcal-ark at Woodend ; 

: ay, and I hae ken’d ye ’ 

I ‘ Gudewife,’ said Davie, interrupting her, ‘these 

ji afe but idle 'tales to tell roe ; fit for uoething hut 
f to puff np our inward man wi’ our ain vain acts. 
I $1nide l^de blossod Alexander Peden, when 
t heard him call the death and testimony of our 
happy martyrs but draps of blude and scarts of 
\ ihk in respect of nttUig discharge of our duty ; 
f a 


and what suld 1 think of onytliing the like of 
1110 can do ? ’ 

* Wed, iieilwr Deans, yo ken best ; hut I inauu 
say that, I am sure you aro glad to see my bairn 
agdin>~iho halt’s gaue now, unless he has to 
walk owor moiiy miles at a stretch ; and he has 
a wee hit coloui in liis cheek, that glads my auld 
eeii to sec it ; and ho has as decent a black coat 
as the minihler ; and ’ 

‘lam very lieaitily glad he is wed and thriv- 
ing,’ said Mr. Deans, with a giavity that Seemed 
intended to cut shoit the subject ; but a woman 
wdio is Ijcnt upon a point is in^t easily pushed 
aside from it. 

‘And,* eoiitinued Mrs, Butler, ‘he cau wag 
his liead in a piili)it now, ncibor Dealis, think 
but of that — my ain oe- and a’body m||Un ait 
still and listen to him, as if he were the Paip of 
Rome.’ 

‘ The what ? — the who woman I * said Deans, 
with a sternness far beyond Ins usual gravity, as 
soon as these oflensive words had struck upon 
the tyinpanuui of liis ear. 

‘ Kh, guide us ! ’ said the poor w'oinan ; ‘ I had 
forgot what an ill will yo had aye at the Paip, 
and sae had my piiir giideman, Stephen Butler. 
Mony an afternoon lie wad sit and take up his 
testimony agane the Paij), and aganc baptizing of 
bairns, and the like.’ 

‘Woman I' reileialcd Deans, ‘either speak 
about wliat yo ken something o’, or be silent ; I 
say that iudciicndency is n foul hciesy, and ana- 
baptism a damnable and deceiving eiTor, whilk 
suid be looted out of tlio land wd’ the fire o’ the 
spiiitual, and the swoid o’ the civil magistrate.' 

‘ Weel, weel, ncibor, I’ll no say that ye mayna 
bo right,’ answered the submissive Judith. ‘ I 
am sure ye are right about the sawing and the 
mawing, the shearing and the leading, and what 
for biUd ye no be right about kirkwark too ?— 
But concerning my oe, Reuben Butler ’ 

‘ Reuben Butler, gudewife,’ said David, with 
solemnity, ‘ is a lad I wisJi heartily weel to, even 
as if he were luiiio ain son — but I doubt there 
I will be outs and ins in the track of liis walk. 1 
muckle fear liis gilts will got the heels of his 
grace. lie has ow'er muckle human wit and 
learning, and thinks as muckle about the form 
of the bicker as he does about tlie hcalsomeness 
of the food — ho maun broider the marriage- 
gannent with lace and passments, or it’s no mide 
eneueh for him. And it’s like he’s something 
proud o’ his human gifts and learning, whilk en*' 
ablcs him to dress up his doctrine in that fine 
aily dress. But,’ added he, at seeing the old 
woman’s uneasiuess at his discourse, ‘affliction 
may gie"him a jag, and let tlie wind out o* him, 
as out o’ a cow that’s eaten wet clover, and the 
lad may do weel, and be a burning and a shining 
liglit ; and I trust it will he yours to see, and 
his to feel it, and that soon.’ 

Widow Butler was obliged to retire, unable to 
make anything more of her neighbour, whose 
discourse, though she did not comprehend it, 
filled her wdtji undefined apprehensions on her 
grandson’s account, and greatly depressed the 
Joy with which she had welcomed him on his 
return. And it must not he concealed, in justice 
to Mr. Denns’s discernment, that Butler, in their 
Qonfarenoe, had made a greater display of his 
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< Jwldtii^^ilwil th4, occnsion called fbr, or than 
' tp be ^woeptable to tlie old man, who, 

*boulbtoniOd to oonsidor himsolf as a person pre- 
ptniAtotly entitled to dictate upon thoolo^cal 
eubjeots of controversy, felt rather humbled and 
xxliortifiod when learned authorities were placed 
iu array against him. In fact, Butler h^ not 
escape the tinge of pedautiy 'which naturally 
iiowed from his education, ana was apt, on many 
occasions, to make parade of his knowledge, 
when there was no need of such vanity. 

Jeanie Deans, however, found no fault with 
this diimlay of learning, but, on the contrary, 
admirea it ; perhaps on the same score that her 
sex are said to admire men of courage, on account 
of their own deficiency in that qualification. 
The circumstances of their families threwc the 
young people constantly together ; their old 
intimacy was renewed, though upon a footing 
lietter adapted to their ago ; and it became at 
length understood betwixt them, that their union 
should be deferred no longer than until Butler 
should obtain some stca(^ means of 8U])port, 
however humble. This, however, was not a 
matter speedily to be accomplished. Plan after 
plan was formed, and plan after plan failed. 
The good-humoured cheek of Jeauie lost the first 
llusb of juvenile freshness ; Ilcuben's brow as- 
sumed the gravity of manhood, yet the means of 
obtaining a settlement seemed remote as ever. 
Fortunately for the lovers, their passion was of 
no ardent or enthusiastic cast ; and a sense of 
<luty on both sides induced them to bear, with 
])aticnt fortitude, the protracted interval which 
divided them from cacti other. 

In the meanwhile, time did not roll on wdth* 
out effecting his usual changes. The widow' of 
Ktophen Butler, so long the prop of the family 
of Boershehn, was gathered to her fathers ; and 
Hcheoca, the careful spouse of our friend Davie 
Deans, was also summoned from her plans of 
matrimonial and domestic economy. Hie morn- 
ing after her death, Reuben Butler went to offer 
}ii$ mite of •cou&idation to his old friend and bene- 
factor. He witnessed, on this occasion, a remark- 
able struggle betwixt the force of natural affection 
and ihe ^ligious stoicism which the suffeier 
thought it was incumbent u^xm him to maintain 
under each earthly dispensation, whether of weal 
or woe. 

On his arrival at the cottage, Jeanie, with her 
eyes overflowing with tears, pointed to the little 
orchard, Mn which,* she whispered with broken 
accents, * my poor father has been since his mis- 
fortune.' Somewhat alarmed at this ac(‘oiuit, 
Butler entered the orchard, aiidad\anced slowly 
towards his old friend, who, seated iu a small 
rude arbour, apj^eared to be sunk in the cxtreiiiity 
of' his affliction. He lifted his eyes somewhat 
atetnly as Butler approaclieii, as it offended at 
ibtciTuption ; but, as the young man hesi- 
'tabid whether he ought to retreat or advance, ho 
W came forward to meet him with a self- 
{fcisweaied and even dignified air. 

^ Young man,' said the sufferer, *lay it not 
^ to heorti though the righteous perish, and the 
l^etoifiil arc removed, seeing it may well bo said, 
they ore taken away from the evils to come. 
|0et0 me wore I to shed a tear for the wife of 
om, when 1 weep titm of water 


for thjB hitiieted Obumh, onived'es it is with 
carnal seekenf, and with the dead of heart/ 

'1 am happy/ said Butler, Hhat you can 
forget your private affliction in your regard for 
public duty.’ , 

^Forget, Reuben T* said poor Deans, putting 
his handkerchief to his eyes — 'She’s not to be 
forgotten on this side ot time ; but He that 
gives the wound can send the ointment. I 
declare there liave been times during this night 
when my meditation has been so rapt, that I 
knew not of my heavy loss. It has oeeu with 
mo as with the worthy John Semple, called 
Oarspharn John,*u^n a like trial — 1 have been 
this night on the banks of Ulai, plucking an 
apple hero and there.’ 

Notwithstanding the assumed fortitude of 
Deans, which ho conceived to be the dischaige 
of a groat Christian duty, he liad loo good a 
heart not to suffer deeply under this heavy loss* 
Woodend became altogether distasteful to him ; 
and as he liad obtained both substance i^nd ex- 
iierience by his management of that little farm, 
lie resolved to employ them as a dairy-farmer, 
or cowfeoder, as they are called iu Scotland. 
The situation he chose for his new settlement 
was at a place called Saint Leonard’s Craj^, 
lying betwixt Edinburgh and the mountain 
called Arthur's Seat, and adjoining to the ex- 
tensive sheep pasture still named the King's 
Park, from its naving been formerly dedicated 
to the preservation of the royal game. Hem he 
rented a small lonely house, about half a mile 
distant from the nearest point of the city, but 
the site of which, with all the adjacent ground, 
is now occupied by the buildings whicli form the 
south-eastern suburb, ^ii extensive posture- 
ground adjoining, which Deans rented from the 
keeper of the Royal Park, enabled him to feed 
liis milk-cows ; and the unceasing industry and 
activity of Jeanie, his eldest daughter, were 
exerted in making the most of their prcyluce. 

She had now less frequent opportunities of 
seeing Reuben, who baa been obliged, after 
various disappointments, to accept the subordin- 
ate situation of assistant in a parochial school 
of some eminence, at three or four miles' dis- 
tance frogi the cily. Here he distinguished 
himself, and l^ecame acquainted with several 
respectable burgesses, who, on account of health 
or other reasons, chose that their children should 
commence their education in this little village. 
His prospects w'ere thus gradually brightening, 
and upon each visit which ho paid at Saint 
Leonard’s he had an op})ortunity of gliding a 
hint to this purpose into ^eaniols ear. These 
visits were necessarily vciy rare, on account of 
the demands which the duties of the school 
made upon Butler’s time. Nor did he dere 
make them even altogether so frequent as ^ese 
avocations would permit. Deans received him 
with civility, indeed, and even with kindheW^ ; 
hut Reuben, as is usual in such coses, imaging 
that he read his purpose iu his eyes, and 
afraid too premature an explanation on tl^ 
subject would draw down his pociitive disap- 
proval. Upon the whole, tliereiore, he judged 
it prudent to oall at Saint teonm's jttft $0 
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objMit d MtcMWft on Stfrid s part, \rUck w«te 
prhaps fovmdod ih ja^louay^ and which ceitainly 
Indicated no imrtiality lor the mrty against 
whom they were launched. Ana lastly, the 
match with Dumbiodikes would liave presented 
irresistible charms to one who used to complain 
that ho felt himself apt to take *ower grit an 
aimfu’ o’ the warld/ Bo that, upon the whole, 
the laird’s diurnal visits were disagreeable to 
Jeanic Irom appieheiision of futuie consequences, 
and it served much to console lier, upon remov- 
ing from the spot "wheie she js hied and born, 
that she had seen tlie Ust of Dumhiedikes, his 
laced hat, and tobacco-pipc. The poor gill no 
more expected he could muster courage to follow 
her to Baint Leonard’s Chags, than that any of 
her apple-trees and cabbages uhich she had left 
rooted in the ‘yaid’ at '\Voodend, would, spon- 
taneously and unaided, have uiidci taken the 
same journey. It was thcrcioi e w ith much more 
surprise than pleasure that, on the sixtli day 
after their removal to Saint Leonaid's, she be- 
held Dumhiedikes anivc, laced hat, tobacco- 
2 U|)e, and all, and, with fho self-same greeting 
of ‘ IJow’s a’ wi' ye, Joaiiio Wham’s the gude- 
man ? ’ assume as nearly as lie could the saxuo 
position in the cottage at Saint Leonard’s which 
AC had so long and so legulaily occupied at 
Woodend. lie wiis no sooner, however, seated, 
than, with an unusual extrtion of his pow’ers of 
conversation, he added, ‘Jeanic — 1 say, Jeaule, 
woman’— »hero he extended his hand towards 
her shoulder v ith all the lingers sjiread out as if 
to clutch it, but in so bashful an5 awkward a 
manner, that when slie whisked herself beyond 
its reach, the paw remained suspended in the 
air wdth the palm open, like the claw of a 
heraldic grilhii — ‘Joauio,’ continued the swain 
in this moment of inspiration — * I say, Jeanic,,, 
it’s a braw day out-by, and the roods are no’ 
that ill for boot-hose.’ 

"Tlio deil’s in the daidling body,’ muttered 
Jeanic between her teeth ; ‘ wha wad hao thought 
o’ his daikering out this length ^ ’ And she 
aftenvards confessed that she threw a little cf 
this ungracious sentiment into her accent and 
manner ; for her father being abioad, and the 
‘body,’ as she irreverently termed the landed 
proprietor, ‘looking unco gleg and canty, she 
didna ken what lie might be coming out wi’ next.’ 

Her frowns, however, acted as a complete 
sedative, and the laird relapsed from that day 
into his former taciturn habits, visiting the 
cowrfeeder’s cottage throe or four times every 
w^eck, when the weather permitted, with appar- 
ently no other purpose than to stare at Jeanic 
Deans, while Douce Davie poured forth his 
eloquence upon the controversies and testimonies 
of the day. 


as old acquaintance and neighbour- 
hood seemed to authorize, and no oftener. There 
was another person who was more regular ^in his 
visits* 

When Davie Deans intimated to the Laird of 
Dumbiedikes his purpose of ‘quitting wi’ the 
land and house at Woodend,’ the laird stared 
and said nothing. He made his usual visits at 
the usual hour without lemark, until tho day 
before the term, when, observing tho bustle of 
moving fiimituie already commenced, the great 
east-county awruric dragged out of its nook, 
and standing with its shomdor to tho company, 
like an awkward booby about to leave the room, 
the laird again stared mightily, and was heard 
to ejaculate, ‘ Hegh, sirs ! ’ Even after the day 
of aeparturo was past and gone, the Laird of 
Dumbiedikes, at his usual hour, which was that 
at which David Deans was wont to ‘loose tho 
plough,’ presented himself before the closed door 
of the cottage at Woodend, and seemed as much 
astonished at finding it shut against his approach 
as if it was not exactly what he had to expect. 
Qn this occasion he w'as heard to ejaculate, 
* Gude guide us 1 ’ whicli, by those wno know 
him, was considered as a very unusual mark of 
emotion. From that moment foiward Duinbic- 
dikes became an altered man, and tlio regularity 
of his movements, hitherto so exemplary, was 
as totally disconcerted as thobo of a boy’s watch 
when he has broken tho maiii8];)ring. Like tho 
index of tho said watch did Dumbiedikes spin 
round the whole bounds of his little i)roj)erty, 
w’hich mav be likened unto tho dial of the time- 
piece, with unwonted velocity^ There was not 
a cot^e into which he did not outer, nor scarce 
a maiden on whom he did not stare. But so 
it was, that although there wrere better farm- 
houses on the land than Woodend, and certainly 
much prettier girls than Jeanie Deans, yot*it 
did somehow befall that the blank in tho laird’s 
time WM not so pleasantly filled up as it had 
been, ^ere was no seat accommodated him so 
well as the ‘ bunker ’ at Woodend, and*no face 
he loved so much to gaze on as Jeanie Deans’s. 
So, after spinning round and round his little 
orbit, and then remaining stationary for a week, 
it seems to have occurred to him that he was 
not pinned down to circulate on a pivot, like 
' the hands of the watch, but x>ossessed ilie power 
of shifting his central point, and extending his 
circle if bethought proper. To realize wliicli 
pxivUege of change of place, he bought a pony 
from a Highland drover, and with its assistance 
and'compaiw stepped, or rather stumbled, as 
far sA Saint Leonard’s Crags. 

Jeanie Deans, though so much accustomed to 
the laird’s staring that she was sometimes scarce 
conteiotts of his presence, had nevertheless some 
oeoaifioxial fears lest he should call in tho or^n 
Of speech to baeje those expressions of admiration 
which he bestowed on her through his eyes. 
3hotdd this happen, farewell, she thought, to 
all otmnoe of a union with Butler. For her 
however stout-hearted and independent 
{9 civU and religions principles, was not without 
resect for the laird of the land, so deeplv 
, . ^ perioo. 


Mcreoveti if he did not ^itively dislike Sutler, 
^ Jnnd of eantal tearpln^ often tbe 


CHAPTER IX. 

Her air, her manners, all who saw admired, 
^urteous, though coy, and gentle, though retired 
The joy of yOutn and health her eye$ displayed ; 

And ease of heart her ever> look conveyed, 

CsA&rs. 

Tri Tittta of t1i« klrd tlins again sunk iuii> 
9f coniw, ftoini w{ik}t notliia^ 
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Ulril to bo oxpeeted or t^pprebended. If a lover 
iSottId hii^vo gained a fair oue as a snake is said to 
l^u^ate a bird, by pertinaciously gazing on her 


questionably Dumbiedikes would nave been the 
person to }>erform the feat. But the art of 
^i^nation seems among the artes perdUofy and 
I cannot Icam that this most pertinacious of 
starors produced any effect by liis attentions 
beyond an occasional yawn. 

In the meanwhile, the object of his gaze was 
gradually attaining the verge of youth, and ap- 
proaching to what is called in females the middle 
age, whimi is impolitely lieM to begin a few years 
earlier with their more fragile sox than with men. 
!Many people would have been of opinion, that 
the laird would have done better to have trans- 
ferred hU glances to an olyect poshessed of far 
superior charms to Jeauie’s, even when Jeauie'a 
were in their bloom, who began now to bo dis- 
tinguished by all who visited the cottage at 
Saint Leonard’s Ciags. 

Elbe Deans, undor the tender and affectionate 
oarc of her sister, had now shot up into a hcauti- 
ful and blooming girl, fler (.frecian -shaped he, id 
was profusely rich in w'aviug ringlets of lirowu 
hair, which, confined by a blue snood of silk, and 


time, perhaps, might be expected to fender too 
robust, the fre(Uient objection to Scottish beauty, 
but which, in her ])rosent early age, was slender 
and taper, with that graceful and easy sweep of 
outline which at oiico indicates health and 
beautiful proportion of p«ii*ts. 

These gi-owiiig charms, in all their juvenile 
profusion, had no power to shako the stcadliusi 
mind, or divert the hxod gaze of the constant 
Laird of Dumbiedikes. But there was scarce 
another eye that could behold this living picture 
of health and beauty, without pausing on it with 
pleasure. The traveller stopped his weary horse 
on the ove of entering the city which was the end 
of his journey, to gaze at the sylph-like form that 
tripped by him, with her milk-pail noised on her 
Jieaa, bearing herself so ere-'t, anci stepping so 
light and free under her burden, that it seemed 
rather an oriiaiuenl than an oiieuinbrance. The 
lads of the neighbouring suburb, who held their 
evening rendezvous for }>uttiug the stone, cast- 
ing the hammer, ])la^iiig at long bowds, and 
other athletic cxorciaos, watched the motions of 
Effie Deans, and contended with each other 
.fWhloh should have the good fortune to attra<*t 
her attention. Even the ligid Preahyterians of 
her father’s persuasion, who held each indulgence 
of the eye and sense to ho a snare at least if not 
a crimei were surprised into a moment’s delight 
Whil0 gazing on a creature so exquisite, -—instantly 
checked by a sigh, reproaching at once their own 
Weakness, and mourning that a creature so fair 
should jbare in the (‘ommon and hereditary guilt 
and impdffoctiou of our nature. She was ourrciitly 
OHUtled the Lily of Saint Leonard’s, a name which 
Ahfii deserved as much by her guileless purity of 
ihotight, speo(‘h, and aonon, as by her uncommon 
of face and person* 

tbaro were pomt9 in Bffie’fi ohwMer whioh 


gave rise not only to strange doubt and anxiety 
on the ]>art of Douce David Deans, whose ideas 
wore ^^d, as may easily he supposed, upon the 
subject of youthful amusements, but even of 
serious ^tprehension to her more indulgent 
sister, children of the Scotch of the in- 
ferior classes are usually spoiled by the early in- 
dulgence of their parents; how, wherefore, and 
to what degree, the lively and instructive narrat- 
ive of the amiable and accomplished authoress 
of * Gleiihiimie ’ * has saved mo aiid ^1 ftitwre 
scribblers the trouble of recording. Efiie had 
had a double share ol this inconsiderate and mis- 
judged kindness. Even the strictness of her 
father’s principles could not condemn the sports 
of infancy and childhood ; and to the good old 
man, his younger daughter, the child of his old 
age, seemed a child for some years after she 
attained the years of womanhood, was still 
called tlie M)it lassie,’ and ^little Effic,’ and 
was permitted to run up and down nneontrollod, 
unless upon the Sabbath, or at the times of 
family w’orship. Her sister, with all the lovo 
and care of a mother, could not bo supposed to 
]K)sscss the same authoritative influence ; and 
that which she liad liilherto exercised became 
gradually limited and diminished, as Effle’s ad- 
vancing years entitled her, in her owm conceit 
at least, to* the riglit of independence and free 
agency. With all the innocence and goodness 
of disTK)sition, therefore, which we have de- 
scribed, the Lily of Saint Leonard’s possessed a 
little fund of self-conceit and obstinacy, and 
some warmth and irritability of tr*m|>er, partly 
natural, |»erhaps, but certainly much increased 
bv the unrestrained ficedom of her childhood, 
ifer character wdll ho best illustrated by a 
cottage evening scene. 

The careful fatlier was absent in his well- 
stocked byre, fod<lcring those useful and patient 
animals, on whose produce his living depended, 
and the summer evening was hegiimnig to close 
in, when Jeanio Deans began to be very anxious 
for the hpi)earance of her sister, and to fear that 
she would not reach home before her f&ther re- 
turned from the labour of the evening, when it 
was his custom to have ‘family exercise,’ and 
when she knew that Effic’s absence would give 
him the most serious displeasure. These appro- ^ 
hensioas hung heavier upon her mind, beoause, 
for several preceding evenings, Effie had dis- 
a])pcarcd about the same time, and^'her stay, at 
first so brief as scarce to bo noticed, had Deon 
gradually protracted tohalf-an-hour, and an hour, 
and on the present occasion had considerably 
exceeded even this last limit. And now, Jeanio 
stood at the door, with her hand before her eyes 
to avoid the rays of the level sun, and looked 
alternately along the various tracks which led 
towards their dwelling, to see if slio could desery 
the nymph-liko form of her sister. There was a 
wall and a stile whioh separated the roya] domain, 
or King’s Park, as it is called, from the ptlhlio 
road ; to this pass she frequently directed her 
attention, when she saw two persons ap^T 
there somewhat suddenly, as if they had wa&ed 
close by the" side of the wall to screen themsdves 
from observation. One of them, a many drew 

* IThe late Mrs. Elisabeth HamUtoa.] 
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back baatily ; the other, a female, crossed the 
fitile, and advanced towai'ds her.- It w.is Effio. 
She met her sister >vith that allected liveliness 
of manner, which, in her rank, and sometiiiies 
in those above it, females occasionally assume to 
hide surprise or ooufiision ; and she carolled as 
she came — ^ 

*The elfin knight sat on the ' ae, 

The broom grows bonnie, tiie broom grows fair; 

And by there came lilting a lady so gay, 

And we daurna gang duvin to the bioom nac tnaii.’ 

‘Whisht, Efiie,’ said her sister ; ‘oiir father’s 
oomiiig out o’ the hyie.’ -The damsel .stinted 
in her song. — ‘Whaur h.ie ye been sae hite at 
e’en?* 

’ * It’s no late, la*??,* ansueied EHie. 

* It’s chappit eight on eveiy clock o’ the town, 
and the sun's gaiin (lo^^n ahint thn (Vnstorphiiie 
Hills. — Whaiir can ye h.u* Iieen sie Lite ? ’ 

‘Nao gate,* aiisveied Elln*. 

‘And wha was that pai ted wi’ you at the stile ? ’ 

‘ Naebody,’ replied Eflie once more. 

‘ Nae gate ? — Waebody ^—1 wish it may be a 
right gate, and a right body, that kee])s tolk out 
• sao late at e’en, Efhe.’ 

‘ What needs ye he aye spceiiug then at folk ? ’ 
retorted Effie. ‘I’m sure, if ye’ll ask n.ie ques- 
tions, I’ll tell ye iiae h‘es. 1 never ask what 
brings the Laiid of Ihimbiedikcs glo^Tiiug heie 
like a wull-cat (only his ecu’s gieencr, and no 
sae gleg), day after day, till vc aio a’ like to 
gaunt our chafts aff.’ 

‘ Because ye ken very weel lie comes to see our 
father,’ said Jeaiiie, in answer t o this pei t lemaik. 

‘And Dominie IJutlci— does he come to s <'0 
our father, that’s sac taeii vT liis Ijdtin voids 
said ElRe, delighted to tiiid that by eairyiiig the 
war into the enemy’s countiy, she could divert 
the threatened attack upon herself, and vith the 
etulanco of youth she ])uisued hei tuuniph o\» r 
er prudent elder sister. 8ho looked at her witli 
a sly air,<n which there was something like irony, 
as she chanted, in a low but maiked tone, a scrap 
of an old Scotch song— 

‘Through the kirkyatd 

' 1 mU_wi’ the Label, 

The silly puii body he said me n.ie hium; 

But just ere ’twa^ dark, 

1 met wi’ the clerk' 

Here the 8ongstres.s stoiiped, looked full at her 
sister, and, observing the leais gathei in lier 
eyes, she sAldenly nimg liet aims loiiiid hei 
neck, and kissed them away. Jeaiiie, tliougli 
hurt and displeawsed, was unable to resist the 
caresses of this untaught child of nature, whose 
good and evil seemed to flow uther fiom im- 
pulse than from leflection. But as she re tinned 
the sisterly kiss, in token of perfect rcconeilia- 
tion, she could not suppress the gentle reproof— 
‘EflSe, if yo will learn fulo saiiga, yo might 
make a kinder use of them.’ 

‘And so I mi^ht, Jeanie,’ continued the girl, 
clii^tig to her sister’s neck ; ‘ and 1 wish 1 had 
never Isamed ano o* them— and I wish wo had 
neirer come here— and I wish my tongue had 
been blistered or I bad vexed ye.’ 

‘Ifever mind that, Effie,* replied the affec- 
ticnate sister ; ‘ 1 oanna bo muckle vexed wi* 
Clothing ye say to mo^bttt 0, diuna vex our 


‘1 will not— I will mft,’ teplied Eflie; ‘and 
if there wore ai mony dances the morn’s night 
as there are merry dancers in the north lirma- 
ment on a frosty e’en, I winna budge an inch to 
gang near aiie o’ them.’ 

* Dance ! ’ echoed Jeanie Deans, in aatpnish- 
mciit. ‘O Effie, what could take ye to a 
(hiiice ? ’ 

It is veiy possible that, in tlio communicative 
mood into which the Lily ol Saint Leonard’s was 
now snipiiseil, she miglit have given her sister 
her unreserved coiifulonce, and saved me the pain 
of telling a melancholy tale ; but at the moment 
the won I dance was uttered, it i cached the ear 
of David Deans, who had turned the coiner of 
the house, and came uponliis daughters ere they 
weie aA\are of his pifsence. The woid 
01 even Ihe word popr, could hardly have pro- 
dneisl so appalling an elftct upon David’s car ; 
loi, of all excjcises, that of dancing, which he 
toinied a voluntary and regular lit of distiaotion, 
he deemed most clestiuelivo of serious thoughts, 
and the readiest inlet to all soits of licentious- 
ness ; and lie aeeounted the encouraging, and 
even permitting, aasemhlies or meetings, whether 
among those of higli or low degree, for tliis fan- 
tastic and absurd jnirpose, or foi tlial of dramatic 
representations, a.s one of the most flagrant proofli 
ol defection and causes of wrath. The pronoun- 
cing of the woid d'Jinrr hy Jiis own dalightors, and 
at Ids owm door, now drove him beyond the verge 
of patience. ‘ Ddiiee ! ’ lie exclaimed. ‘ Dance I 
- dance, said yo * I daiir ye, limmers that ye 
are, to ^laiue sie a word at my door-check ! It’s 
a dissolute ])rofane pastime, practised by the 
Israelites only ai their base and brutal worship 
ol the golden calf at Bethel, and hy the unhappy 
loss wha danced aff the head of John the B^iust, 
upon wliilk ehajiter I will exercise this night for 
jour further instruction, since ye need it sac 
muckle, nothing doubting that she has cause to 
iiio the day, lang or thi'^ time, that e’er she suld 
hae shook a limb on sic an errand. Better for 
her to hao been born a cripjde, and earned frae 
door to door, like auld Be.ssic Bowie, begmng 
baw^bees, than to ho a king’s daughter, fiddling 
and fiinging the gait she did. I hae often 
wondered that ony ano that ever bent a knee for 
the light jiurposo, should ever da nr to crook a 
hough to fyke and fling at piiici’s wind and 
tiddler’s squealing. And I bless God (With tliat 
singular worthy, I’atiiek Walker the packman at 
Biisto I’ort*), tliat ordensl my lot in my dancing 
days, so that fear of my head and throat, dreAd 
of bloody rojio and swift bullet, and trenchant 
swords and pain of boots and thiimkins, cauld 
and hunger, wetness and weariness, stopped the 
lightness of my licad, and the w^antonness of my 
feet. And now, if I hear ye, quean lassies, sae 
niucklo as name dancing, or think thci'e’s sic a 
thing in this warld as flinging to fiddler's sounds 
pd piper’s springs, as sure as my father’s spirit 
is with the just, ye shall he no more cither charge 
or concern of mine 1 Gang in, then — gang in, 
llien, hinnies,* ho added, in a softer tone, for the 
loais of both daughters, but cs^ieoially those of 
Effie, began to flow very fast,— ‘Gaiig in, deal’s, 
and we’ll seek grace to preserve us fjtAe all manner 


jpatrkk Walker. 
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iv^l]i0k^canseth to sin, and pro* 
mototh the kir^om of darkness, warring with 
the kingdom of light/ 

The objurgation of David Doans, however 
well meant, was unhappily timed. It created a 
divisi(^n of feelings in K^iBe's bosom, and deterred 
her &om her intended confidence in her sister. 

* She wad hand nienac better than the dirt below 
her fi^t,* said Ellie to herself, ‘wore I to confess 
1 liao danced wi’ liiin four times on the green 
down by, 'and anoe at Maggie Macqueen’a ; and 
she’ll maybe hing it ower my head that she’ll 
tell my father, and then she wad bo mistress and 
xnair. But I’ll no gang back there again. I’m 
S'esolved I’ll no gang back. I’ll lay in a leaf of 
my Bible,* and that’s very near as if I had made 
an aith, that I winna gang bcock/ And she kept 
her vow for a week, during which she was un- 
usually cross and fieiful, blemishes which had 
never before been observed in her temper, except 
during a moment of contradiction. 

There was something in all this so mysterious 
as consideraldy to alarm the prudent and affec- 
tionate Jeanio, the more so as she judged it 
unkind to her sister to mention to their lather 
grounds of anxiety which miglit arise from her 
own iniaginatioii. Besides, lier respect for the 
good old man did not prevent her from being 
aware that lie was both hot-tempered and posit- 
ive, and she sometimes suspected that ho carried 
his dislike to youthful amusements beyond the 
verge that religion and reason demanded. J eani o 
had sense enough to sec that a sudden and severe 
curb ufwn her sister's hitherto unrestrained free- 
dom might be rather productive of harm than 
good, and that Effio, in the headstrong wilfiil- 
ness of youth, was likely to make what might bo 
overstrained in her father’s precepts an excuse to 
herself for neglecting them altogether. In the 
higher classes, a damsel, houever giddy, is still 
under the doTniuion of etiquette, and subject to 
the surveillance of mammas and chaperons ; but 
the country girl, who snatches her moment of 
gaiety during the intervals of labour is under no 
such guardianship or restraint, and her amuse- 
ment becomes so mucli the more hazardous. 
Jeauie saw all this with much distress of mind, 
when a circuin.staiice occuried which aji^ioarcd 
oaleulated to relievo her anxiety. 

Mrs. Saddletree, with whom our readers have 
already been made acquainted, chanced to be a 
distant relation of Douce David Doans, and as 


she was a woman orderly in her life and con- 
versation, and, moreover, of good substance, a 
sort of aonuaintanee >vas formally kept up between 
the families. !Now, this careful dame, alwut a 
year and a half before our story commences, 
Obanoed to need, in the line of her profession, a 
bettor sort of servant, or ather shop-woman. 
*Mr. Saddletree,’ she said, ‘was never in the 


shop when he could get his nose w itliin the Parlia- 
ment House, and it was an awkward thing for a 
woman-body to lie standing among bundles o’ 
barkonod leather her lane, soiling saddles and 
bwios i atid she had cast her eyes upon her far- 
O0uabl Sjffic Deans, as just the very sort of 


'4 tbUs custom of making a mark folding a leaf in the 
(gty s wlirsi a solemn resolution is formed, ts etiil 
toH in some an ajipeal (n his or 


lassie she would want to keep her iuHSOuntenanoe 
On jueh occasions.’ 

In this proposal there was much that pleased 
old David,— there was bed, board, and bountith 
— it was a decent situation — the lassie would he 
under Mrs. Saddletree’s eye, who had an upright 
walk, and lived close by theTolbooth Kirk, In 
which might still bo heard the comforting doc- 
trines of one of those few ministers of the Kirk 
of Scotland who had not bent Mio knee unto 
Baal, according to David’s GX|)ression, or become 
accessory to the course of national defeotions, — 
union, toleration, patronages, and a bundle of 
prelatical Erastian oaths Avhich had been imposed 
on the church since the Revolution, and particu- 
larly in the reign of ‘the late woman ^ (as he 
called Queen Anne), the last of that unhappy 
rauc of Stuarts. In the good man’s security con- 
cerning the soundness of the theological doctrine 
which liis daughter was to hear, he was nothing 
disturbed on account of the snares of a dilTerent 
kind, to which a creature so beautiful, young, 
and wilful, might be exposed in the centre of a 
populous and corrupted city. The fact is, that 
he thought w'ith so much horror on all approaches 
to iiTogularities of the nature most to be dreaded 
in such cases, that ho would as soon havo.siis- 
pectod and guarded against Efiie’s being induced 
to become guilty of the crime of miimer. He 
only regretted that she should live under the 
same roof with such a worldly-wise man as Barto- 
lino Saddletree, whom David never suspected of 
being an ass as he was, but considered as one 
really endowed with all the legal knowledge to 
w'hicn he made pretension, and only liked him 
the worse for possessing it. The lawyers, eswei- 
ally those amongst them who sat as ruling elders 
in the General Assembly of the Kirk, had boeu 
forward in promoting the measures of patrona^, 
of the abjuration oath, and others, which, in wio 
opinion of David Deans, were a breaking down 
of the carved w’ork of the sanctuary, •'and an 
intrusion upon the liberties of the kirk. Upon 
the dangers of listening to the doctrines of a 
legalized formalist, such as Saddletree', Dkvid 
gave his daughter many lectures ; so much so, 
that he had time to touch but slightly on the 
dangers of chambering, company-keeping, and 
promiscuous dancing, to which, at her time of 
life, most people would liave thought Efiic moro 
exposed, than to the risk ef theoretical error in 
her religious faith. * 

Joanie parted from her sister with a mixed 
feeling of regtei, and aiqirchensiou, and hoiie. 
She could not lie so contident concerning £in6*s 
prudence as her father, for she had observed her 
moro nan‘owly, liad more symjiathy with her 
feelings, and could bettor estimate the tempta- 
tions to which she was exposed. On the otb^r 
hand, Mrs. Saddletree was an observing, idirewi^ 
notable woman, entitled to exercise over lUe 
the full authority of a mistress, and likely to do 
so strictly, yet with kindness. Her remov‘St''tO 
Saddlotroo’s, it was most probable, would ohiO 
servo to break off some idle acquaintai)(ies, 

Jeanie suspected her sister to have formed tttJko 
ncighbounng suburb. Upon the whole, tBittj 
she viewed her departure from Saint .Leonard** 

! ^th pleasure, ana it was not until the very 
I Pftoment, of their nartinsr for tha first time hi 
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their liresy that (bit tho full force of sistorlv 
Borrow, While they repeatedly kissed each 
other's dieeks. and wrunj^ each other’s hands, 
Jeanie took that uomont of alfcctionato sym- 
pathy, th press upon her sister the necessity of 
the utmost caution in her conduct -while residing 
in Edinburgh. Kffie listened, without once rais- 
ing her ‘large dark lashes, from which the 
drops fell so fast as almost to resemble a fountain. 
At the conclusion she sobbed again, kissed her 
sister, promised to recollect all the good counsel 
she had given her, and they ]Mirted. 

During the first weeks, Eflie was all that her 
kinswoman expected, and even more. But with 
time there came a relaxation of that early zeal 
which she manifested in Mrs. Saddletree’s service. 
To borrow once again from the poet, who so cor- 
rectly and beautifully describes living manners : — 

Something there woSj—whAt, none presumed to say, — 
Clouds lightly losing on a summer’s day; 

Whispers and hints, which went from ear to ear, 

And mixed reports no judge on earth could clear. 

During this interval, Mrs. Saddletree was some- 
times displeased by Eflie'a lingering when she 
was sent upon eivaiids about the shop business, 
and sometimes by a little dcgi-ee of impatience 
which she manifested at being leb^ked on such 
occasions. But she good-naturedly flowed, that 
tho first was very natural to a girl to whom 
everything in Edinburgh was new, and the other 
was only the petulance of a spoiled child, when 
subjected to tue yoke of domestic discipline for 
the first time. Attention and submission could 
not be learned at once— Holyrood was not built 
In a day — ^uso would make }>erfoct. 

It seemed as if the considerate old lady had 
presaged truly. Ere many months had passed, 
Effie became almost wedded to her duties, though 
she no longer discharged them with tho laughing 
cheek and light stop, wiiich had at first attracted 
every customer. Her mistress sometimes ob- 
served her in tears, but they were sigps of secret 
sorrow, .which she concealed as often as she saw 
them attract notice. Time wore on, lior cheek 
mw pale, and her step heavy. The cause of 
^ese changes could not have oscajied tho 
matronly eye of Mrs. Saddletree, hut she was 
chiefly confined by indisposition to her liedroom 
for a considerable tunc during the latter part 
of Eflio’s service. This interval was maried 
by symptofts of anguish almost amounting to 
despair. The utmost efforts of tho }>oor gin to 
oominaud^her fits of hysterical agony were often 
totally unavailing, and the mistakes which she 
made in the shop the while, were so numerous 
and so provoking, that Bartoline Saddletree, 
who, during his wife’s illness, was obliged to take 
closer charge of the business than consisted w-ith 
his study of tho weightier matters of the law% 
lost all patience with the girl, who, in his law 
Latin, and without much respect to gender, he 
’ought to be cognosced by inquest of a 
ff and naiurdlUer idMa, 

dkWts, al^, and fellow-servants, remarked 
I malicious curiosity or deginding p%, the 
Sgured shape, loose dress, and pale chains of 
the opce beautiful and still interesting girl. But 
tn no one would she {pint her oohfldenoe, answer^ 
inji; all taunts with mtter sarecyun^ and all serious 



6X|)OStuIation with sullen denial, or witli floods 
of tears. 

At length, when Mrs. Saddletree’s recovery 
w'as likely to permit her wohted attention to the 
regulation of her household, EfiSe Deans, as if 
unwilling to face an investigation made by the 
authority of her mistress, asked permission of 
Bartoline to go homo for a Aveck Or two, assign- 
ing indisposition, and the uish of t^n^ 
benefit of repose and the diange of air, as the 
motives of her icquest. Sliaij)-eyed as a lynic 
(or conceiving himself to ho so) in the nice sharp 
<iuillets of legal discussion, Bartoline vas as dull 
at drawing inferences from the occurrences of 
common life as any Dutch jjrofessor of matlui- 
matics. Ho suffered Eflie fo depart without 
much suspicion, and without any inquiry. 

It was* aftcrwai*ds found that a period of a 
week iuterveiied.bctw'ixt her leaving her master’s 
house and arriving at Saint Leonard’s. She made 
her appearance before her sister in a state rather 
resembling the s^iectro than the living substance 
of the gay and beautiful girl, who had left her 
father’s cottage for the first time scarce seventeen 
months before. The lingering illiiess of her mis- 
tr<*ss Jiad, for the last few months, given her a 
plea for confining liersclf entiiely to tho dusky 
precincts of the shop iii tho Lawnmarkot, and 
Jeanie Avas so much occupied, during the same 

E * mI, with the concerns of her father’s houso- 
, that she had raiely found leisure for a 
walk into the city, and a brief and hurried visit 
to her sister. The young Avomen, therefore, had 
scarcely seen each other for seveial months, nor 
had a single scandalous surmise leached the ears 
of the secluded inhabitants of the cottage at Saint 
Leonard’s. Jcanic, therefore, teriified to death 
at her sister’s appearanoe, at first overwhelmed 
her with inquiries, to which the unfortunate 
young woman returned for a time incoherent 
and rambling answers, and finally fell into a 
hystcricah^fit. Kendercd too certain of her 
siater^s misfortune, Jeanie had now the dreadful 
alternative of communicating her ruin to her 
father, or of endeavouring to conceal it from 
him. To all questions concerning the name or 
rank-of her seducer, and the fate of the being to 
whom her fall had given birth, Eflie remained as 
mute as the grave, to wliich she seemed hasten- 
ing; and indeed tho least allusion to either 
seemed to drive her to distraction. Her sister, 
in distress and in despair, was about to repair 
to Mrs. Saddletree to consult her experience, and 
at the same time to obtain what lights she could 
upon this most unhappy afiair, when she was 
saved that trouble by a new stroke of fate, which 
seemed to carry misfortune to tho uttermost. 

David Deans had been alarmed at the state of 
health in which his daughter had returned to 
her paternal residence ; but Jeanie hacl contrived 
to divert him from particular and specific inquiiy. 
It was therefore like a clap of thunder to the 
poor old man, when, just as tho hour of noon 
had brought the visit of the Laird of Dumhie- 
dikes as usual, other and sterner, as well as most 
upexpootod guests, arrived at the cottage of Saint 
Leonard's. ^Diese were the officers of justice, 
with a warrant of justicia^ to search for and 
apprehend EuphemJa, or Erne Deans^ aeclused of 
the orima of obild^inurde^. The stunnixtg weight 
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of n Mow 80 totally ukexpcoted bore down the 
old man, who had in his early youth resisted the 
brow of military and civil tyranny, thouch backed 
With swords and guns, tortures and gibbets, llo 
fell extended and senseless upon his own hearth ; 
and the men, happy to escape from the scene of 
his awakening, raised, with rude humanity, the 
object of their warrant from her bed, and idaced 
her in a coach, wliich they had brought \vith 
them. The hasty remedies which Jeanic had 
applied to bring hack her fatlier’s seiibcs wei e 
boaroo begun to operate, when the noise (tf the 
wheels in motion recalled lier atUMition to lur 
miserable sister. To run bhrickiug after the 
carriage was tho first vain effort of her distraction, 
but she was stopped by one or t\vo female neigh- 
bours, assembled hy tho extraordinary anpcaranco 
of a coach in that scijuestered place, wpo almost 
forced her back to her father’s house. The d<‘ep 
and sympathetic atiliction of these poor people, 
by whom the little family at Saiut Leonard’s were 
hold in high regard, fillod the lioiise with lamenta- 
tion, Even Dunibiedikcs was moved from his 
wonted apathy, and, gro])ing for his jnii so as he 
Spoke, ejaculated, ‘Jeanic, woman! — Jeanie, 
woman! dinna greet— it’s sad wark, but siller 
will help it ; ’ and ho drew out his jmr-jo as he 
spoke. 

Tho old man had now raised liimself from tho 
gi’oundj end, looking about him as if he missed 
something, seemed gradually to recover the seiiso 
of his wretcliodncss. * "Where,’ ho said, with a 
voice tliat made tho roof ring, ‘ where is the vile 
liarlot, that has disgraced tho blood of an honest 
man ? — Where is she, that lias no pLioo among 
tis, but has come foul with her sins, like tlie Evu 
One, among the children of God ^ — Wheie is 
she, Jeanie ? — Bring her before nu*, that I may 
kill her with a 'word and a look ’ ’ 

All hastened around him with their appioju Uto 
sources of consolation — the laird with 1ns ]nirse, 
Jeanie with burnt ieathois and strong wuteis, 
and the women with their exliortations. ‘O 
neighbour — 0 Mr. Deans, it’s a sair trial, doubt- 
less — but think of the Rock ot Ages, neighbour 
— think of the promise ! ’ 

‘ And I do think of it, neighbours —and I bless 
God that I can think of il, c*vtn in the wuack 
and ruin of a’ that’s nearest and dearest to me. - 
But to bo tho father of a castaway— a jirolligate 
— a bloody Zipporali — a mere nui’doress ! — 0, 
how will the wicked evult in the ^ligli places of 
their wickedness !— the jjielatisis, and tlie lati- 
tudinariaus, and the hand -wealed murderers, 
whose hands are hard as iiorn wi’ handing tlio 
Slaughter-weapons— they will push out thc» lip, 
and say that we are oven such as themselves. 
S*ir, sair I am grieved, neigliboum, tor the jioor 
castaway— for the child of mine old age— but 
aaiter for the stumbling-block end scandal it will 
be to all tender and honest souls ! * 

‘Bavie^-winna siller do’t?’ iiisiimalcd the 
laird, atm proffering his green purse, which wan 
M of guineas. 

tell ye, Dumbiedikes,’ said Deans, ‘that if 
down my bale substance could hae saved 
W this black snare, 1 wad Imc walked out 
ll^thing but my bonnet and my staff to beg 
jkJ>wmous for Goa's sake, and ca’d mysel’ an 
IPliy mom— IHut if a dollari or a plack, or tho 
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nineteenth part of a bodle, Wad save her open 
guilt and oj)en shame ft'ae oxsen punishment, that 
purchase wad David Deans never make!— Na, 
na ; an eye for au eye, a tooth tor a tooth, life 
for life, blood for blood— ‘it's tho law of man 
and it’s the law of God.— Leave me, sira — leave 
me — 1 maun warstle wi’ this trial in privacy and 
on my knees.’ 

Jeanie, now in somo degree restored to the 
power of thouglit, joined in the same request. 
The next day found tho father and daughter 
still in the dejdh of alHietioii, but the mther 
sternly suj)portiiig his load of ill through a 
proud sense of religions duty, and the daughter 
anxiously sup]»resaing her own feelings to avoid 
again a'v^'akening his. Thus was it with tho 
afllietcd family until the morning after Porteous’s 
d^'afh. 0 piiiod at which we arc now arrived. 


CHAPTER X, 


Is all the counsel that we two ha\e shared, 

[he sisteis’ \uws, the hours that we have speiit, 
When we have chid the hasiy-footcd time 
7 oi paiting us — Oh* and is all forgot/ 

Miosummi.k Nighi’s Dream. 

Wi: have^ been a long while in conducting 
Butler to tlio door of the cot tago at Saint Leonard’s ; 
yet tho spate wdiieli yfo have occupied in tho 
})iecetliiig nariativo docs not exceed in length 
that which ho actually spout on Salisbury Or^ 
on tho morning wdiicli succeeded the execution 
done upon Toiteous hy tho rioters. For this 
delay he hd<l his own motives. Ho wished to 
collect his thoughts, slr.ingcly agitated as they 
wcic, fust by the melancholy news of Effio 
Dcans’s situation, and afterwards by the fright- 
ful scdjc which lie had wifnessetl. In the 
situation also in w'hich lie stood with respeot lo 
Jeanie and lier father, some ceremony, •at least 
soim* choice of fitting time and season, was 
necessary to wait upon them. Eighty in the 
luoiinng was then the oidinory hour for break- 
last, and be resolved that it should amve before 
he made liis a])pcaiauco in tlieir cottage. 

Never did hours pass so heavily. Butler 
shifted Ins place and enlarged his circle to while 
aw'ay tlio time, and heard tho huge bell of Saint 
Giles’s loll each successive hour in swelling tones, 
which were instantly attested by fnose of tho 
otlicr steeples in succossion. I Ic had heard seven 
stniek in this manner, wdien he began to think 
he might venture to approach iieareF to Saint 
Leonard’s, from which lie was still a mile distant. 
Accordingly lie descended ft'om his lofty station 
as low as the bottom of tho valley, which divides 
Salisbury Crags from those small rooks which 
take their name from Saint Leonard. It is, as 
many of my readers may know, a deep, 
grassy valley, scattered with huge rocks and 
fragments which have descended from the olUfs 
and steep ascent to tho cast. 

This sequestered dell, os well as other plaoBS 
of tho ojicn pasturage of the King’s I^rfc, was, 
about this time, often the resort of ths gallants 
of the tims who liad affairs of honour to discuas 
with tho sword. Duels were then very eommon 
in Scotland, for tho gentry were at once iA\$f 
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luiUglity, fS6iK}e, dividod by faction, and addicted 
to intefimmce, so that there lacked neither 
proyopatu>n» nor inclination to resent it when 
given ; and the sword, which was part of every 
gei^tlen^n's dress, was the only weapon used for 
the decision of such differences, “^en, thcrc- 
fbre, Jputler observed a young man, skulking, 
apparently to avoid observation, among the scat- 
tered rocks at some dist «.iice from the footpath, 
he was naturally led to suppose that ho had 
sought this lonely spot upon that evil errand. 
He was so strongly imx)rcsscd with this, that, 
notwithstanding his own distress of mind, ho 
could not, according to his sense of duty as a 
clergyman, pass this person without speaking to 
him. There are times, thought he to himself, 
when the slightest intcrfcreuco may avert a great 
calamity— -when a word spoken in season may do 
more for prevention than the eloquence of Tully 
could do for remedying evil. — And for my own 
giiefs, ho they as they may, I sliall fool them the 
lighter, if they dive? t luo not from the prosecu- 
tion of my duty. 

Thus linking and feeling, ho quitted the 
01 ‘dinary path, and advanced nearer the object 
he had notioed. The man at first directed his 
course towards the hill, in order, as it appeared, 
to avoid him ; but when he saw that Butler 
seemed disposed to follow him, he arljustod his 
hat fiercely, turned round, and camo forwai’d, as 
if to meet and defy scrutiny. 

Butler had an opportunity of accurately study- 
ing his features as they advanced slowly to meet 
each otjier. The stranger seemed al)out twenty- 
^ve years old. His dress was of a kind whidi 
could hardly bo said to indicate his rank with 
oeii;ainty, for it was such as young gentlemen 
sometimes wore while on active exercise in the 
piorning, and which, therefore, was imitated by 
those of the inferioi ranks, as young clerks uncl 
tradesmen, because its cheapness rendered it 
attainable, while it approacliod more nearly to 
the ^parel of youths of fashion than any other 
which the manners of the times permitted them 
to wpai^. If his air and manner could bo trusted, 
however, this person seemed rather to ho dressed 
under than above his rank ; for his carriage was 
bold and somow'hat supercilious, his step easy 
and free, his manner daring and unconstrained. 
His sta^ro was of the middle si 7 .e, or rather 
above it, his limbs well-proportioned, yet not so 
strong as fo infer the reproach of clumsiness. 
His features were uncommonly handsome, and 
all about him would have been interesting and 
prepossessing, but for that indescribable expres- 
sion which habitual dissipation gives to the 
countenance, joined mth a certain audacity in 
look and manner, of that kind which is often 
assumed as a mask for confusion and appre- 
hension* 

Butler and the stranger met — surveyed each 
othe^— when, as the latter, slightly touching his 
hat, was about to pass by him, Butler, while he 
returned the salutation, observed, * A fine morn- 
ing, sir.— You are on the hill early.* 

have business here,* paid the young man, 
in a tone meant to repress farther inqniiy- 

do not doubt it dr,' said Butler, * I trust 
forgive my hoping that it is of a lawful 


' Sir,* said the other, v^th markerl surprise, * 1 
never fomve impertinence, nor can 1 conceive 
what titte yen have to hope anything about 
what no way concerns yoii,* 

* I am a soldier, sir,’ said Butler, * and have a 
charge to arrest evil-doers in the name of my 
Master.’ 

'A soldier'’ said the young man, stepping 
back, and liorcely lading his hand on his sword 
— ‘ A soldier, and arrest mo ! Did you reckon 
what your life was w'oitb, before you took the 
commission upon you ? ’ 

‘You mistake irn*, sir,’ said Butler gravely; 
‘neither my uarfaie nor my warrant are of this 
world. I am a preacher of the gospel, and have 
l)ow’cr, ill my Mastei’s name, to command the 
])ea(*c ii])on earth and good-will towards men, 
wlikdi was proclaimed with Ibo gosi)cl,’ 

‘ A minister 1 ’ said tbo stranger carelessly, 
and with an cxjn’cssion aiq)ioaching to scorn. 
‘ 1 know tbo gentleman of yonr cloth in Scotland 
claim a strange light of intermeddling with 
men’s private afJaiis, But I have been abroad, 
aud know better than to be i»riest-riddeu.* 

‘Sir, if it bo true that any of my cloth, or, it 
might bo more decently said, of my calliu/;^ 
iiiterferc villi men’s private aifairs, for tlio grati- 
fication cither of iJlo curiosity, or for worse 
motives, you cannot have learned a better lesson 
abroad than to contemn such }>ractiocs. But, in 
my Master’s work, I am called to bo busy in 
season and out of season ; and, conscious as I am 
of a pure motive, it were better for me to incur 
yoiir contempt for sj)eaking, than the comotiou 
of ray own conscience i'or being silent.’ 

‘ In the name of the devil I ’ said the young 
man impatiently, ‘say what you have to say, 
then ; though whom you take me for, or w^hat 
earthly concern you have with mo, a stranger to 
you, or with my actions and motives, of which 
you cau know nothing, I cannot conjecture for 
an instant.’ 

‘You are about,’ said Butler, ‘to violate one 
of your country’s wisest law^s — ^you are about, 
which is much more dreadful, to violate a law, 
which God hiiiiK(df has imiilantcd within our 
nature, aud written, as it w ere, in the table of 
our hearts, to which every tlirill of our nerves is 
responsive.’ 

‘And w'liat is the law you speak of?' said the 
stranger, in a hollow and somewhat disturbed 
accent, 

‘Tlioushalt do no muudkk,’ said Butler, with 
a deep and solemn voice. 

The young man visibly started, and looked 
considerably apj>alled. Butler perceived ho had 
made, a favourable impression, aud resolved to 
folloiv it up. ‘Think,’ ho said, ‘young man,' 
laying his hand kindly upon the stranger’s 
shoulder, ‘ what an awful alternative you vdun- 
tarily choose for yourself, to kill or be killed. 
Think what it is to rush uncalled into the pre- 
sence of an offended Deity, your hear^fc fermenting 
with evil passions, your hand hot from the steel 
you had been urdug, with your best skill and 
malice, against the breast of a fellow-creature. 
Qr, suppose yourself the scarce Isss wretohed snr-^ 
vivor, with the guilt of Cain, the first murderer, 
iu your heart, with the stamp upon your brow— 
that stamp which struck all who gazed on him 
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with «i^utt«rtribl0 horror, and by \7luoh tho mtilr- 
derer is made manifeBt to all who look upon him. 
Think ' t-i— 

Th0 stranger gradually withdrew himself from 
under the hand of his monitor ; and, pulling his 
hat over his brows, thus interrupted him. ‘Your 
meaning, sir, I daresay, is excellent, but you 
ere throwing your advice away. I am not in 
this place with violent intentions against any 
one, ' I may be bad enough, — you priests say all 
men are so, — but I am licre for the purpose of 
saving life, not of taking it away. Ir you wish 
to spend your time rather in doing a good action 
than in talking about you know not what, 1 will 
give you an op[)ortunity. Do you see yonder 
ciag to the right, over w hich appears the chimney 
of a lone house? Go thither, inquire for one 
Jeanie Deans, the daughter of the goodman ; let 
her know that he she wots of remained here 
from daybreak till this hour, expectiim to see 
her, and that ho can abide no longer. Tell her, 
she must meet me at the Hunter’s Bog to-night, 
as the moon rises behind Saint Anthony's Hill, or 
that she will make a desperate man of me.* 

‘Who or what are you,* replied Butler, ex- 
ceedingly and most unpleasantly surprised, * who 
charge me with such an erraud ? * 

* I am the devil 1 * answered the young man 

hastily. 

Butler stepped instinctively back, and com- 
mended himself uitcrnally to Heaven ; for, 
though a wise and strong minded man, he was 
neither wiser nor moie stiong-nunded than those 
of ])is ago and education, with wdiom, to dis- 
l)elieve witchcraft or spectres was lield an un- 
deniable ])ioof of atheism. 

The stranger went on ^^ithout observing his 
emotiuu. ^Yes* call mo Apollyon, Abaddon, 
whatever name you snail choose, as a cleigymau 
acquainted with the upper and lover ciiclos of 
spiritual denomination, to call me by, you shall 
not find an appellation more odious to liim that 
bears it, than is mine own.* 

Tliifl sentence was spoken with the bitterness 
of self- upbi aiding, and a contortion of visage 
aiisolutely demoniacal. Butler, though a man 
brave by priiici])le, if not by constitution, was 
overawed ; for intensity of mental distress has in 
it a sort of sublimity which repels and cver- 
awe*** all men, but especially those of kind and 
sympathetic dispositions. The stranger turped 
abruptly from Bntlcr as he spoke, but instantly 
returned, and, coming up to him clos#»ly and 
boldly, said, in a hcrce, determined tone, *1 have 
told you who and what I am — who and wdiat are 
''you ? What is your name ? ’ 

‘Butler,’ answered llie peisoii to whom this 
abrupt question w'as addiesscd, surjmsed into 
Oneweripj; it by the sudden ind fierce manner of 
the querist — ‘ Jloubeii Butlei, a iireacher of the 
IfOepOl* 

^ At this answer the sti-anger again plucked 
shore deep over his brows the hat which ho had 
thrown book in his former agitation. ‘ Butler I * 
he repeated—* the assistant of the schoolmaster 
ptWbe^tont^ 

V / T Sjtw/ answered Butler composedly, 

covered his face with his hand, 
shaoen redeotion, and then Ifumed away, 
SWi lfa t enaed whan ha laid ivalked a Hsw paoes ; 


and seeing Butler follow him with his eyes, eaUed 
out in a stem yet suppreesed tone, just as If he 
had exactly oalciilated that his ocoenta should 
not be heard a yard beyond the spot on which 
Butler stood, *Qo your way, and do mine errand. 

Do not look after me. I will neither descend 
through the bowels of these rooks, nor Wanish 
in a flash of fire ; and yet the eye that seeks to 
trace my motions shall have reason to curse it 
was ever shrouded by eyelid or eyelash. Begone, 
and look not behind you. Tell Jeanie DSans, 
that when the moon lises I shall expect to meet 
her at Nichol Muschat’s Cairn, beneath Saint 
Anthony’s Chapel.* 

As he uttered these words, he turned and took 
the road against the hill, with a haste that 
seemed as peremptory as his tone of authority, 

Dieading he knew not what of additional 
misery to a lot which seemed little capable of 
receiving augmentation, and desperate at the 
idea that any living man should dare to send 
so extraordinary a request, couched in terms so 
imperious, to the half- betrothed object of his 
early and only aflcction, Butler sirtme hastily 
towards the cottage, in order to ascertain how 
far tliis daring and rude gallant was actually 
entitled to pi css on Jeanie Deans a request, 
which no prudent, and bcarco any modest young 
woman, was likely to comply with. 

Butler was by nature neither jealous nor su^r. 
stitious ; yet the feelings which lead to those 
moods of the mind were rooted in his heart, as 
a portion derived from the common stock of 
humanity. It was maddening to think that a * 
profligate gallant, such as the manner and tone 
of the stranger evinced him to be, should have it 
in his pover to command forth his future bride 
and plighted tnie love, at a place so impropet, 
and an hour so unseasonable. Yet the tone in 
which the stranger spoke had nothing of the soft 
half-breathed voice proper to the seducer who 
solicits an assignation ; it was bold, fiefee, and 
imperative, and had less of love in it than of 
menace and intimidation. 

The suggestions of superstition seemed more 
])lau8ible, had Butler’s mind been very accessible 
to them. Was this indeed the Roaring Uon, 
who gooth about seeking whom he may devour? 
This was a question which pressed itself on 
Butler’s mind with an earnestness that cannot 
be conceived by those vho live in ^he present 
day. The fiery eye, the abnipt demeanour, the 
occasionally harsh, yet studiously subdued tone 
of voice, — the features, handsome, but now 
clouded with pride, now disturbed by suspicion, 
now inflamed with passion — those dark hasel 
eyes which ho sometimes shaded with his eap, as 
if he were averse to have them seen while they 
vcie occupied with keenly observing the moHona 
and bearings of others— those eyes that were 
now turbid with melancholy, now gleaming vitU 
scorn, and now sparkling with fury — woe H 
passions of a more mortal they expressed, or the ^ 
emotions of a fiend, who seeks, and seeks k, 
vain, to conceal his fiendish designs 
borrowed maak of nutnly beauty T T|« tirllAle 
partook of the mien, language, andi j[;«rt of ill, 
ruined archangel ; and, imperwotly ae wa how * 
been able to deaodbe It, the offeet offhe , 

Opon Bittlet'a nerree, ehaken M fh^ MO*- 
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time by the Wmn of tlie ])rcoediiig nij^t, tves 
^ator than hia mudaratandiiigwarranted^ oi* liia 
prtda Oai^ ip sttbtttit to. Tlio voi'y ploeo where 
n© had wot this singular i>erson was desecrated, ’ 
as it were, and unhallowed, owing to many 
violent deaths, both in duels and by suicide, 
wUicih ]|fad in former times taken ))lacn thcie ; 
and the place which he had named as a rendez* 
voua ai so late an hour, vvis lield in general to 
ho ao6tt^ed, from a frightful and cruel luuidcr 
wluoh had been there committed by the wrctcdi 
from whom the i»laco took its name, iijwii the 
person of his own wife.* It was in such places, 
according; to the belief of that period (when the 
laws against witchcraft were still in fresh observ- 
ance, and had even lately been acted upon), that 
evil spirits had power to make theniselvcs visible 
to human eyes, and to practise upon tlie feelings 
and senses of mankind. Siispieions, founded on 
such oircumstanees, rushed on Jlutler’s mind, 
unprepared as it w’as hy any previous course of 
reasoning, to deny that which all of his time, 

, country, and profession believed ; but eommoii 
' sense rejected tliesc vain ideas as inconsistent, if 
,not with possibility, at least with the general 
rules by wliicli the universe is governed, — a 
deviation from which, as Butler well argued 
with himself, ought not to be admitted os pio- 
bable, upon any but the ])laiucst and most 
incontrovertible evidence. An cartbly lover, 
however, or a young man, who, from whatever 
cause, had the light of exercising such summary 
aud unccromonious authority over tlie object of 
♦ his long- settled, and aiipaiently sincerely re- 
turned affection, was an obje<’t scarce less ajipal- 
ling to his miud, than those whicli superstition 
6UggeBt;ed. 

His limbs exhausted with fatigue, his mind 
harassed with anxiety, and with painful doubts 
and recollections, Butler dragged himself u]) the 
ascent from the valley to Saint Leonard’s Crags, 
and preswted himself at the door of Deaiis’s 
ludiitation, with feelings much akin to the miser- 
able reflections and fears of its inhabitants. 


CHAPTER XL 

Then she stretched out her lily hand, 

And for to do her best ; 

* Hae thy fa.th and troth, Willie, 

God gie thy soul good rest ! ' 

Old Hallai}. 

*CioME in,* answered the low and sweet- toned 
voice he loved best to hear, as Butler tapped at 
the door of the cottage. lie lifted the latch, aud 
found himself under the roof of affliction . J canio 
was tmnble to tmst herself with more than one 
glance towards her lover, whom she now met 
under circumstances so agonizing to her feelings, 
and dt t}ie same time so humbling to her honest 
pridd, It is well known, that luuch, Iwth of 
wlmt ic good and bad in the Scottish national 
arises out of the intimacy of their 
faybihr oonoections. * To bo come of honest folk,* 
ibat nu of people who have borne a fair and un* 
stsjined reputation, ie an advantage as highly 

. ..I 
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among their gentry. The w'orth and respect- 
ability of one member of a peasant’s family is 
always accounted by themselves and others, not 
only a matter of honest pride, but a guarantee 
foi the good conduct of the whole. On the eon* 
trary, such a melancholy stain as was now flung 
on one of the children of Deans, extended 
disgrace to all connected w'ith him, and Jeani© 
ielt herself lowered at once, in her own eyes, and 
in those of her lover. It was in vain that she 
repressed this feeling, as far subordinate and too 
selfish to bo mingled with her sorrow for her 
sister’s calamity. Natuie prevailed ; and while 
she shed tears lor her sister's distress and danger, 
tlieio mingled with them hitter drops of grief for 
her ow u degradation. 

As Butler entered, the old man w’as seated by 
the fire with his well-w’orii pocket Bible in his 
hands, the comjianion of the wanderings and 
dangers of his youth, and bequeathed to him o:i 
the scaffold by one of those wlio, in the year 
1G86, sealed their enthusiastic principles with 
their blood. The sun sent its rays through a 
small window at the old man’s back, and, 'snin- 
iiig motty through the leek, ’ to use the expression 
of a bald of that time aud country, illumined th© 
grey hairs of the old man, and the sacred pag© 
winch lie studied. His features, far from hand^ 
some, and lather harsh and severe, had yet, from 
their expression of liabitual gravity and con- 
tempt for earthly things, an expression of stoical 
dignity amidst their sternness. He boasted, in 
no small degree, the attributes which Southey 
asciibcs to the ancient Scandinavians, whom ho 
terms 'firm to infliet, and stubborn to endure.* 
The whole formed a picture, of which the lights 
might have been given by Rembrandt, but the 
outline would have required the force and vigour 
of Michael Angelo. 

Deans lifted his eye as Butler entered, and 
instantly withdrew it, as from an object wdiicli 
gave liini at once surprise and sudden pain. Ho 
had avssuincd such high gi*ouiid with this camal- 
witted scholar, as ho had iii liis pride termed 
Butler, that to meet him, of all men, under feel- 
ings of humiliation, aggi’avated his misfortune, 
and w'as a consummation like that of the dying 
chief in tlio old ballad — * Earl Percy sees my fall P 

Deans raised the Bible with his left hand, so 
os 1 >artly to screen his face, and, putting babk his 
right as far as he could, held it towards Butler 
in that position, at the same time turning his 
body from him, os if to prevent his seeing the 
working of his countenance. ^ Butler clasped the 
extended hand which had supported his orphan 
iiifaiioy, w’opt over it, and in vain endeavoured 
to say more than the words — * God comfoi't you 
— God comfort you I * 

‘He will— he doth, my friend,* said Deans^ 
assuming firmness as he discovered the agitation 
of his guest ; ‘ he doth now, and ho will yet 
more in his own ^ide time. 1 have been ower 
proud of my sufferings in a gude cause, ]^uben. 
aud now I am to be tried with those whilk will 
turn my pride and glory into a reproach and a 
hissing. How xnuokle bettor 1 hae thought 
inypev than them that lay soft, fed sweet, and 
dxnhk deeis when I was in the moss-haggs and 
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iMdottii wi’pimouji Eicliard OamaroD, wad. worthjT 
Mt. I|l0o1uu0er> callod Quess-a^ain ; aud how 
proud I WAS o' being made a speotaole to men 
and angele, having stood on their juilory at the 
Canou^o afore I was fifteen years old, for the 
cause (^a iKatioual Covenant 1 To think, Reuben, 
that I, wha hoc been sae honoured and exalted 
in my youth, nay, when 1 was but a hatilins 
oallant, and that hao borne testimony agaiio the 
defections o’ the times yearly, monthly, daily, 
hoinly, minutely, strivnag and lostiiynig witli 
uplifted hand and voice, crying aloud, and sjiai- 
ing not, against all great national siiarcs, as the 
nation-wasting and church -sinking abomination 
of union, toleration, and patronage, im])osed by 
the last woman of that unhappy race of Stuarts ; 
also against tlio infriugementb and invasions of 
the just powers of eldership, whnreancnt I 
utlored my pa})cr, called a Cry of an II I in 
the Desert,” printed at the Row head, and sold 
by all flying stationers in to^ii and country — 
and nm ’ 

Hero ho paused. It may well bo &upi>oacd 
that Butler, though not absolutely coinciaiiig in 
all tlie good old man’s ideas about church govern- 
ment, had too mucli consideration and liumanity 
to iuternipt him, uhilo ho* reckoned up uitJi 
conscious his sufferings, and the constancy 
of his testimony. On the contiary, uhen he 
paused under the iiinuenco of the bitter recollec- 
tions of the luoinent, Ihitlcr instantly throw in 
Ills mite of encouragement. 

‘You have been well known, my old and 
revered friend, a true and tried iolloucr of the 
Cross ; one who, as Saint Jerome hath it, 
infamiam ct hanam famam grasmri ad immortal- 
Uaiem^** which may bo troely rendered, **\vbo 
ruslioth on to immoi tal litc, tin ough bad report 
and good report.” You have been one of those 
to whom the tender and feaiful souls ciy dining 
the midnight solitude — “Watchman, u hat of 
the night? — Watchman, what of the night 
And assuredly this heavy dispensation, os it 
comes not without divine per mission, so it comes 
not without its special commission and use.' 

‘ I do receive it as such,’ said j)oor Deans, le- 
iurning the gi'asp of Butler’s hand ; ^and if I 
Iiave not been taught to reiid tlie Sciiptiiro in 
jwiy other tongue but my native Scottish * feven 
in ills distress Butlci’s Latin (piotHtion had not 
escaped his notice), *I ha\e nevertheless so 
learned them, that I trust to bear even this oiook 
in my lot with submission. Rut oh 1 Reuben 
Butler, the kirk, of whilk, tliongh unworthy, 1 
have yet been thoiiglit a polished shaft, and 
meet to be a pillar, holding, Jroin iny youth up- 
\yard, the place of ruling cld«*i~ ^\hat will the 
lightsome and profane think of the guide tliat 
oannot keen his own faMily from stumlding^ 
How will they take up llicir song and thcii rc- 
mmh, when they sec that the children of pro- 
lOBsors are liable to as foul backsliding as the 
offspring of Belial ! But I will 1)car my cross 
with the comfort, that whatever showed like 
gpodnoiw in me or mine, was but like the light 
lhat ghjnes frae oroeping insects, on tlie brae- 
sids, in a dark night— it kytlies bright to the 
ao, haottfieo all i$ dark around it ; hut when the 
odmee on the mnutaios, it is but a puir 
Ao4 mo it ^hewoi 


wi’ ony rag of human righteousnose, or 
law-work, that we may pit round us to cover our 
shame.’ ^ 

As he pronounced tliose words, the door again 
opened, and Mr. Bartoliue Saddletree cnta^» 
his three-pointed hat set far back on his head, 
with a silk handkei chief beneath it to keep it in 
1;bat cool position, his gold-headed can6 in his 
hand, and Iiis whole dei)ortmeni that of a wealthy 
burgher, w ho might one day look to have a share 
in the magistiacy, if not actually to hold the 
curtile chair itself. 

Roehefou(‘ault, who has torn the veil from so 
many foul gangrenes of the humai heart, says, 
Avo find something not altogether unpleasant to 
us in the misforfunes of our best friends. Mr. 
Saddle 1 1 ee would have been Aoiy angry liad any 
one told him that he felt })lcnsiire in the disaster 
of ])oor Kflle Deans, and the disgrace of her 
family ; and yet there is gicat question Avhether 
the gratification of playing the pci son of impoit- 
ance, inquiring, investigating, and laying down 
the law on the whole allair, did not otter, to say ^ 
the least, full consolation for the pain which 

m*e symj»athygave him on account of his wufe’s, 

inswoman. lie had now got a piece of real 
judicial business by the end, instead of being 
obliged, as was his common case, to intrude his 
opinion wheie it was neither wished nor wanted ; 
and felt as hapjiy in the exchange as a boy when 
he gets his first new watch, which actually goes 
when A\onnd up, and has real hands and a true 
dial-plate. But besides this subject for legal 
dismiisition, Bartoline’s biains w'cro also ovcx*- 
loaded with the affair of Porleous, his violent 
death, and all its probable conBoqucuces to ihe 
city and community. It was Avliat the French 
call Vemharras dcs richesses, the confusion arising 
fjom too much mental wealtli. He walked in 
with a consciousness of double importance, full 
fj aught with the superiority of one who posasfises 
more iiifoiination tnaii the com])any into which 
ho eiiteis, and who feels a riglit to discharge 
his learning on them without mercy. *Oood 
moniiiig, Mr, Deans, — good-inorroW“ to you, 
Mi. Butler, — I was not aw arc that you wero 
acquainted wdth Mr. Deans.* 

iiutlcr made some slight aiisw'cr ; his reasons 
may bo readily imagin^d for not making his 
connexion with the family, which, in his eyes, 
had Boinctliiiig of tender mystery, a freq,uent 
subject of conversation with iiidifl«rent persons, 
such as Saddletree. 

The worthy burgher, in the plenitude of solf- 
iraiiortanco, now sat down upon a chair, wiped 
his brow, oolloctcd his breath, ond made the first 
experiment of the resolved pith of his lungs, in 
a deep and dignified sigh, resembling a groan in 
soum! and intonation — ^Awfu’ times these, 
neighbour Deans, awfu* times I ’ 

‘Siiifii’, shamefu*, heaven - daring times 1* 
answered Deans, in a lower and more subdued 
tone. 

‘For my part,’ continued Saddletree, sw^ling 
with imjiortanoe ; ‘what between the distreis Of 
my friends, and my poor auld country, ony 
that ever I hod may be said to have imildoned 
me, sae that 1 sometimes think myectf as ignsr* 
ant as if I wore itUer r$^8iieo$. Here wfiwi I 
arise in the morning, wi’ my xaM just smnged 
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touoWng wlUat’s to bo done in imir EfBe’a xnis- 
fbrtuue, and bao gotten tho lialo statute at my 
finMr«andei tbe mob maun get up and string 
Jo% Fortius to a dycstor*s beam^ and ding 
a’thing out o* my Lead ^aiu.' 

Poeply as Lo was dibtrobsed wiili Lis own 
domestic calamity, Doans could not help express- 
ing some interest in tho news. Saddletree im- 
mediately entered on deuils of the iiisiiiTectiou 
and its consemieneos, wLile Butler took iLo 
occasion to seek some })rivate conversation wiiL 
Jeanie Deans. SLo gave him the oppoilimity 
Lo souffLt, by leaving tho room, as if in prosecu- 
tion of some part of her morning labour. Butler 
followed her in a few minutes, leaving Deans so 
closely engaged by his busy visitor, that there 
was little chance of his observing their absence. 

The scene of their interview was an outer 
apartment, where Jeanie was used to busy her- 
self in aiTanging tho pi eductions of her dairy. 
When Butler found an opportunity of stealing 
after her into this ])laco, ho found her silent, de- 
jected, and ready to burst into tears. Instead 
of the active industry with wdiioh she had been 
accustomed, even while in the act of speaking, 
to employ lier liands in some useful branch of 
household business, she was seated listless in a 
corner, sinking aiii^arently under the weight of 
her own thou^its. Yet the instant he entered, 
she dried her eyes, and, with the simplicity ami 
openness of her eliaraoter, immediately cntcicd 
on conversation. 

*l am glad -you have come in, Hr. Butler,’ 
said she, ‘ for — for— for I wished to tell ye, that 
all maun he ended between you and mo— it’s 
best for baith our sakos.’ 

* Ended ! ’ said Butler, in surpiiso ; * and for 
what should it be ended i — I grant this is a 
heavy dispensation, but it lies neither at ypur 
door nor mine— it’s an evil of Clod’s sending, and 
it must be borne ; but it cannot bicak pliglited 
troth, Jeanie, while they that plighted their 
word wish to keen it.’ 

* But. Reuben,' said the young woman, look- 
ing at him affcctionab-ly, *I ken weel that yo 
think mair of mo than yourself ; and, Reuben, 
I can only in requital think mair of your weal 
than of my ain. Yo arc a man of spotless name, 
bred to God’s minis,try, and a’ men say that ye 
will some day rise liigh in the kirk, though 

keep ye doun e’en now. Foverty is a 


back-firond, Reuben, and that yo ken owei 
weel ; Wt ill-fame is a w'aur ane, and that is a 
truth yo sail never learn through my means.’ 

* What do you mean i ’ sjiid Butler, eagerly 
and impatiently ; ‘ or how do you connect your 
sister’e guilt, if guilt there be, which, I trust iii 
Ood, may yet be disi)roved, with our engage- 
ment ?— how can that affect you or me ? ’ 

*How can you ask me that, Mr. Butler? 
WiU this stain, d’ye think, ever bo forgotten, as 
long as our heads are abime the gniud ? Will it 
not stick to us, and to our bairns, and to their 
very bairns’ bairns t To hae been tho child of 
'Hif noneBt man, might hae been saying something 

Ibr -06 and mine ; but to be the sister of a 

0 my God I ’ — With this oxolamatioa her resolu* 
tion Med, and she burst into a passionate fit ol 

u e lover need overy effort to induce her to 
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compose herself, said at length succeeded ; but 
she only resumed her oom^iosure to express lici- 
self with the same positivoness as before. * No, 
Reuben, I’ll bring disgrace hamc to nae man’s 
hearth ; my ain distresses I can bear, and 1 
maun bear, but tliere is nae occasion for buckling 
them on other folk's shouthors. 1 will l«ar my 
load alone - the back is made for tho burden.* 

A lover is by ebaiter w'ayw'ard and suspicious; 
and Jeanie’s readiness to renounce their engage- 
ment, under pretence of zt‘al for his jMsace of 
mind and resjKJctability of character, seemed to 
2)001* Butler to iorm a porl<*nloiis eoinbination 
with the commission of the sti anger he had met 
with that morning. His voice falteied as ho 
asked, * whether nothing bnt a sense of her 
sister’s ]>resc‘iit distress occasioned her to talk in 
that manner ^ * 

‘ And what else can do sne ? ’ she vejdied, wdtli 
sinqilieity. * Is it not feu long ^eais since wo 
82)oke together in this way ^ ’ 

* Ten years ! * said Butler. * It’s a long tii.io 

— sufficient perha2)s for a woman to weary ' 

* To weary of her uuld gow n,’ said Jeanie, * and 
to wish* for a new anc it she likes to be brave, 
but not long enough to weary of a fiiend.-rTlio 
eye may wish change, bnt the henit never.’ 

* Never ! ’ said Ronbeii, — ‘ that’s a bold 
promise.’ 

* But not more bauld than true,’ said Jeanie, 
with the same quiet simi)licity wdiich attended 
her manner in joy and giicf in oidiiiary affairs, 
and in those which most interested her feelings. 

Butlei* paused, and looking at her fixedly — 

‘ I am charged,’ ho said, * wifli a message to you, 
Jeanie.’ 

‘ Iiidce«l ! From whom ? Or what can ony 
ane have to say to me t ’ 

* It is from a stranger,’ said Butler, affecting 
to 8 ])cak with an indittorenco which his voice 
belied — ‘A young man whom I met this morn- 
ing in tho Park.’ 

‘ Mercy ! ’ said Jeanie eagerly ; * and wliat 
did lie say ? ’ 

‘ That ho did not sec you at the liour ho ex- 
2)ccted, but recjiiired you should rneoL him alone 
at Miiseliat’s Uaiin this night, so soon as tho 
moon rises.’ 

‘Tell him,’ said Jeanie hastily, ‘I shall 
certainly como.’ 

*May I ask,’ said Butler, his siis2noioii8 in- 
creasing at tho ready alacrity of tho answer, ‘ who 
tliis muji is to whom you are so willing to give 
tho meeting at a 2)1 ace and hour so uncommon ’ 

‘ Folk maun do niuukle they have little wdll 
to do, in this world,’ replied Jeanie. 

‘ Granted,’ said her lover ; * but what compels 
you to this ?— who is this 2»orson ? What I saw 
of him was not very favourable— wdio, or what 
isho?’ 

* I do not know,* replied Jeanie composedly. 

‘ Yon do not know r said Butler, stepping im- 
patiently tlvrough the aiiartment — * You purpose 
to meet a young man whom you do not know, at 
such a time, and in a place so lonely— you say 
yoH are compiled to do this— and yet yon say 
you do not know the person who exercises such 
an influenoe over you I— Jeanie, what am 1 to 
think of Sis?* 

only^ Betiben; that t siamk trtith, 
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IW if I ycto to fttiswer at tl»o last day.— t do not 
kon this inan— 1 do not oven ken that I ovet saw 
him ; and yet I must give him the meeting he 
asks— there’s life and death upon it.’ 

‘Will you not tell your father, or take him 
with you i ’ said Butler. 

‘ I cannot, ’ said Jeanic ; ‘ I have no permission.’ 

* Will you let im go with you ? I will wait in 
the Park till niglitlall, and join yo\i when you 
»et out.* ^ 

^ It is impossible,’ said Jeanic ; ‘there mauna 
be mortal creature within heailng of our con- 
foreneo.’ 

‘ Ilavo you consulered well the nature of what 
you are going to do? — the time -the ]>laee -an 
unknown aud suspicious character ? — Why, if ho 
had asked to see ^ou in this house, your father 
sitting in the next room, and wdthin call, at such 
an hour, you should have refused to see him * 

‘ My weird maun be fulfilled, Mr. Butler ; my 
life and my safety are in God’s liaiids, but I’ll 
not Sparc to risk either of them on the on and 1 
am j^un to do.’ 

‘Then, Jeanic,* said Butler, much displeased, 

* wo must indeed break short olF, and bid*tarcw'ell. 
When there can bo no coiifideiieo betwixt a man 
and his xdighied wi fe on such a momentous to)>ic, it 
is a sign that she lias no longer the regard for him 
that makes their engagement safe ana suitable.’ 

Jeanie looked at him and sighed. ‘ I thought,* 
she said, ‘ that 1 had brought myself to bear this 
]>artLng, — but —but — I did not ken that wo were to 
part in unkindness. But I am a woman and you 
are a man— it may be different wi’ you — if your 
mind is made easier by thinking sac hardly of 
me, I would not ask you to think otherwise.’ 

‘You are,’ said Butler, * what you have always 
been— wisei , better, and less selfish in your native 
foelings than I can be, with all the helps xJiilo- 
bopliy can give to a Christian.- -But why — why 
wul you persevere in an undertaking so dcsiierate ' 
Why will you not let me bo your assistant — ^your 
jirotector, or at least your advisor ? ’ 

‘Just because I cannot, aud I dare not,’ 
answered Jeanic. — ^But hark, what’s that# 
Surely my father is no wtcI ? ’ 

In fact, the voices in the next room became 
obstreperously loud of a sudden, the cause of 
which vociferation it is necessary to exx>lain 
before we go further. 

When Jeanie and Butler retired, Mr. Saddle- 
tree entered u]>on the business wbicli chiefly 
interested the family. In the cc/ramencemcut of 
thpir eon vernation, he found ol«i Deans, who, in 
his usual state of mind, wras no granter of pro- 

S QSitions, so much subdued by a deep sense of his 
aughter’s danger and disgrace, that he heard 
without relaying to, or perhaps without under- 
smiding, one or two learned dis(misitions on the 
nature of the crime imjmicd to her charge, and 
on ihe steps w^hieh ought to be taken in con- 
sequence. His only answer at each pause w»as, 
‘ I am no misdoubting tliat you wuss us w'oel— 
your wife’s our far-awa cousin.’ 

fiftddlotr^fwhofas an amateur of thelaw, liad a 
fiupreme deference for all constituted authorities, 
roonrred to hie other topic of interest, the 
jwrder, namely, of Porteoas, and pronounced a 
UMPe oenanre on the parties eonc^»7S4* 
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‘These are -kittle times’^kittle t^mcs/MrY 
Doans, when ih^ people take tlie power of life 
and death out of the bauds of the 
trate into their ain rough grip. I am of opiniotty 
and so 1 believe will Mr. Crossmyloof and the 
privy council, that this rising in etfeir of to 
take away the life of a reprieved man, wHl prove 
little better than perduellion.* 

‘ If I hadna that on my mind whilk is ill to 
bear, Mr. Saddletree,* said Deans, ‘I wad n)ake 
bold to dispute that point wd* you.* 

‘IIow could you dispute what’s plain laW, 
man?* said Saddletree, somewhat contemptu- 
ously ; ‘ there’s no a callaut that o’er carried a 
jiock wi’ a process in't, but wdll tell yoix thkt 
perduellion is the w'arst aud maisi virulent kind 
of treason, being an open convocatingof the king’s 
lieges against his authority (mair especially lU 
arms, aud by took of drum, to baith whilk access- 
ories my con and lugs bore witness), and muokle 
worse than lese-majesty, or the concealment of 
a tt(‘asonablo purpose. — It wluna bear a dispute,, 
neighbour.* * 

‘But it will, though,’ retorted Douce Dav)h 
Deans ; ‘ I toll ye it will boar a dispute. — I 
like your canid, legal, formal doctrines, neighboilk 
Sadtlletroe. I baud unco little by the Parliament 
House, since the awfu’ downfall of the hopes of 
honest folk that followed the Kevolution.* 

‘ But what wad yo hao had, Mr. Deans ? ’ said 
Saddletree impatiently ; ‘ didna ye get baith 
liberty and conscience made fast, and settled by 
tailzie on you and your heirs for ever ? * 

‘ Mr. Saddletree,^ retorted Deans, ‘ I ken ye arc 
one of those that are wise after the mann^ of 
this world, and that ye baud your part, and cast 
in your xioriion, wd’^ the lang heads and lang 
gowms, and keep with the smart witty-pated 
lawyers of this our land. — Weary on the dai4c 
and dolcfu’ cast that they hao gien this unhappy 
kingdom, when their black hands of defeotiou 
were clasped in the j*ed hands of otir sworn 
murthcrers : when those who had numbered the 
towers of our Zion, and marked the bulwarks of 
Reformation, saw their hox>o turn into a snare, 
and their rejoicing into weeping.’ 

‘ I canna understand this, neighbour, 'answered 
Saddletree. ‘ I am an honest Presbyterian of the 
Kirk of Scotland, and stand by her and the 
General Assembly, and the due administration of 
justice by the fifteen Lords o’ Session and the five 
Lords o’ Justiciary.* • 

‘ Out upon ye, Mr. Saddletree 1 ’ exdainierl 
David, who, in an ppportunity of givinghis testi- 
mony on the offences and backslidings of the land, 
forgot for a moment his own domestic calamity 
— ‘ out ux>on your General Assembly, and the bacK 
of my hand to your Court o’ Session 1 — Wliat ia 
the tone but a waefu’ bunch o’ cauldrifo prqfoaelors 
and ministers, that sat bein and warm when tho 
persecuted remnant wore warstling wi* b?lhger, 
and cauld, and fear of death, and danger of dre 
and sword, upon wot brae-sides, peat-haggs, and 
flow-mosses, and that now creep out of th^bolee^ 
like blue-bottle flees in a blink of sunshiin4/t(> 
take the pu’pits and places of better folk-^f ^em 
that wilmessed, and testified, and lUld 

endor^ pit, prison-house, and tranapoMMon 
beyond seas t— A bonnie bike there'a o* them 1"-^ 
And for your Court o* Session 
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may say what ye wUl o’ the Genetal 
Aaaeiubly/ said Saddletree, interrupthig him, 
*and them clear them that kens them \ hut 
as for the Lords o’ Session, forby that they are 
my nek^door neighbours, I would have ye ken, 
for your ain regulation, that to raise scandal anont 
thenif whilk is termed to murmur agano them, is 
a crime sui generis, — mi gciwrU^ Mr. Deans —ken 
ye what that amounts to 

* I ken little o’ the language of Antichiist,’ said 
Deans ; * and I oaro loss than little what carnal 
courts may call the speeches ot honest men. And 
as to murmur agano them, it’s what a’ the folk 
that loses their pleas, and ninc-tciiths o’ them 
that win them, will be gey sure to bo guilty in. 
Sae I wad hae ye ken that 1 hand a’ your gleg- 
tongued advocates, that sell their knowledge for 
pieces of silver — and your worldly-wise judges, 
that will gie three days of hearing in presence to 
a debate about the ^leeling of an ingan, and no 
ae half-hour to the gospel testimony — as legalists 
and formalists, countenancing by sentences, and 
. quirks, and cunning terms of law, tho late begun 
courses of national defections-— union, toleration, 
• patronages, and Yorastian prelatic oaths. As for 

the soul and body-killing Court o* Justiciary ’ 

The habit of considering his life as dedicated to 
bear testimony in behalf of wliai lio deemed tho 
suflering and deserted cause of true religion, had 
suept honest David along with it thus far ; hut 
with the mention of the criminal court, tho recol- 
lection of the disastrous condition of his daughter 
rushed at once on his mind ; he stopjjcd short in 
the midst of his triumphant declamation, pressed 
his hands against his forehead, and remained 
silent. 

Saddletree was somewhat moved, but appar- 
ently not so much so as to induce him to relin- 

g uisn the privilege of prosing in his turn afforded 
im by David’s sudden silence. *Nae doubt, 
neighbour,* he said, * it's a sair thing to hao to do 
wi* courtw of law, unless it bo to improve anc’s 
knowledge and practique, by waiting on as a 
hearer; and touching this unhappy affair of 
Efiic — ^y8*ll hao seen tho dittay, doubtless ? * Ho 
dragged out of Ills pocket a bimdlo of papers, and 
began to turn them over. ‘ This is no it — this is 
*the information of Mungo Marsport, of that ilk, 
against Captain Lackland, for coming on his lands 
of Marsport with liawks, hounds, lying-dogs, 
notS) guns, cross-bows, hagbuts of found, or other 
engines moA or less for destruction of game, sic 
as red-deer, fallow-deer, cappercailzies, grey-foMl, 
mpor-fowl/ paitricks, herons, and sic-liko ; no, tho 
said d^ander, not being ane qualified person, in 
forme of the statute sixteen hundred and twenty- 
ane ; that is, not having aiio plough-gate of land. 
Now, the defences proponed say, that nm cemtat 
at this presentwhat is a plough-mte of land, whilk 
uncertunty is sufiScient to elide tho conclusions 
of the libel. But then the answers to tho defences 


^hey are signed by Mr. Orossmyloof, but Mr. 
YottngUd drew them), they proj^one, that it 
tiaething, in hoc statu, what or how 
a plough-gate of land may he, in respect 
, * ipaofonaerha8naelandswhatsoe or,le88ormair. 
grant a plough-mte " ' (here Saddletree read 
Ifofo the paper ip ois hand) * be less than the 
nint^th port of a giwea grass trow Mr. 


a guse's griNBSj what the bettor will tho defender 
be, seeing he hasna a divot-cast of land in St^ot- 
laiid t — AdwteatmioT Lackland duplies, that mhil 
interest de possessitme, tho pumuer must put his 
case under the statute ” — (now this is worth yonr 
notice, neighbour), — “and must 8liDW,/oma/iVer 
et specialitcr, as well as gencralUer, what is tho 
qualification that defender Lackland does not 
possess — let him tell ino what a jdough-gate of 
land is, and I’ll tell him il 1 ha\o one or no. 
Surely the })uisiicr is hoiiud to understand his 
own libel, and his own stUiile that he founds 
upon. TUi M4 pill su( s Mu riu » lor iccov ci y of ano 
hlael lioisc lent to Ma?\ius— siiiely he shall have 
judgment ; but if Titiiis ])uibuc M.e\ius lor ano 
scarlet or crimson hoise, doubt less lie shall bo 
bound to show that thcic is sic ane animal m 
rcrum nafvra. No man can bo bound to plead 
to iionsonso —that is to say, to a chai ge which 
cannot be explained or understood ” — (he’s w rang 
there — the better the pleadings the fewer under- 
stand them), — “and so the icfcrcnce unto this 
undelmed and uniiitelligiblo mcasuie of laud is, 
as if a penalty was inflidcd by statute for any 
mail who siild hunt or hawk, or use lying-dogs, 
and wearing a sky-blue pair of breeches, without 

having” But I am wcaiyiiig >ou, Mr. Deans, 

— ^we’ll ])ass to youi ain business,- though this 
case of Mais]>ort against Lackland has made an 
mico dm in tho Outer House. AVeel, here’s the 
dittay against piiir Etlie : ‘ ‘ Whereas it is humbly 
meant and shown to us,” etc. (they aie words of , 
mere style), “that wheieas, by the laws of this 
and evciy other woll-iegulated lealm, the murder 
of any one, moio especially of an infant child, is 
a crime of ano lugh natuie, and severely punish- 
able: And whereas, without piejudice to the 
aforesaid generality, it was, by ano act made in 
the second session of tho First Parliament of 6ur 
most High and Dread Sovereigns William and 
Mary, especially enacted, that ane woman who 
shall have concealed her condition, and shall not 
he able to show that she hath called for help at 
tho birth in case that tho child sliall bo foiiucl 
dead or amissiiig, shall lie deemed and held guilty 
of tho murder thoieof ; and tlie said facts of 
concealment and pregnancy being found proven 
or confessod, slmll sustain the pains of law 
accordingly ; yet, nevertliclcss, you, Effio, or 
Euphemia Deans ” ' 

*Road no further t’ said Deans, laisiug his 
head u]) ; ‘I w'ould rather ye thnisi a sw’ord info 
my licart than read a w'ora further ! * 

* Weel, neighbour,* said Saddletree, * I thought 
it wad hae comforted yo to ken tho best and thb 
warst o’t. But tho question is, what’s to be 
dune ? ’ 

‘Nothing,* answ'erod Doans firmly, ‘but to 
abide thp uispeiiBation that tho Lord soes tnert 
to send us. Oh, if it had been his will to take 
tho grey hood to rest before this awful visitation 
on my house and namo ! . But his will bo done. 
I can say that yet, though I can say little 
mair.* 

‘ But, neighbour,* said Saddletree, ‘ye’ll retain 
Advocates for tho puir lassie 1 it’s a thing maun 
needs be thought of.’ 

‘ If there wtis ao man of thorn,* answered Deans, 
‘that held fast his infogiity «btit I kon them 
weel, oanrtalj crafty, and wikrW-hunjf* 
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ing$elf-aE»ekets, Yerastians, and Anuiniana, every 
ane o' them/ 

, ‘Hout tout, neighbour, yo mauna take the 
tvarld at itb word,^ said Saddletree; ‘the very 
deil is no sae ill as lie's caM ; and I ken mair 
than ae advocate tlmt may be said to liao some 
integrity as wcel as their neighbours ; that is, 
after a sort o' iasliioii o’ their ain.* 

‘ It i« indeed but a fashion of integrity that 
ye nill find aiuang them,' replied David Deans, 
'and a fashion of wisdom, and fahliioii of carnal 
learning —ga/ing, glanoing-glasscs they arc, fit 
(inly to fling the glaiks in folk’s een, wi’ their 
pawky policy, and cartlily ingine, their flights 
and refinements, and periods of eloipience, frae 
heathen omperois an(l ]»opish canons. They 
canna, in that daft trash yo ueic reading to me, 
SeiP iiiuekle as oa’ men that arc sac ill-starred as 
to bo aniaiig their hands, by ony name o’ the 
disiiensatiou o’ gi'aoe, but manu now baptize 
them by the names of the aceursed Titus, wdia 
was made the instiument ot Imrniug the holy 
Temple, and other sie-liko heathens,’ 

‘ It’s Tishius,' internijited Saddletree, ‘ and no 
Titus. jMr. (^rossmyloof cares as little about 
Titus or the Latin as ye do. — But it’s a case of 
necessity — she maun hae eoimsel. Now', I could 
speak to Mr. Crossniyloof - he’s wool ken’d for a 
round-spun Presbyterian, and a ruling elder to 
boot.* 

* ffe’s a rank Yerasti.tn,’ leplied Doans ; *ono 
of the puldic ami polititious warldly-wise men 
that stude up to prevent ano general owning of 
the cause in the day ol power.’ 

* What say yc to the auld Laiid of CutTabont ^ ’ 
said Saddlelioc; ‘he whiles tlmmiis the dust out 
of a case gey and well.’ 

* lie ? the fanse loon ’ * answcrcil Doans — ‘ he 
was in his bandoliers to bae joined the uiigracion.s 
Highlanders in 1715, an tliey had ever had the 
luck to Cl OSS the Piith.’ 

‘Wool, Aruistoii ^ there’s a clever diield for 
ye ! ’ said Bartohne triumjdiantly, 

‘Ay, to bring popish medals in till their very 
lihiary fiom that sclasmatie wuiiian in the noith, 
the Duchess* of Gordon.’ * 

‘ Wcel, wed, but somebody ye maim hae. — 
What think ye o' Kittl(‘[)unt ^ ’ 

* He’s «u Aiminian.’ 

‘ Woodsetter ^ ’ 

‘ He’s, I doubt, a Goeceian,' 

‘Auld Whilliewhaw /’ 

* He’s onything yo like.* 

‘ Young Nicmmo ^ ’ 

‘ lie’s naetbiiig at a’.’ 

‘Ye’ve ill to please, neighbour,’ said Saddle- 
-tree : ‘ I hae iiin ow'er the jnek o’ them for you, 
*yo maun e’en dioose loi youisel’; but bethink 
ye that in the mullitiub of eounsellois theie’s 
(Siafoty. —What say yc to ti, young Mackenyie > 
life has a’ his uncle’s Practhpies at the tongue’s 
ejid/ 

‘What, feir, wwl ye speak to me,* exclaimed 
the sturdy ProsbyL'iian, in exeossive wrath, 
'about a man that Jias the blood of tlu» ^aims at 

■ .. 

* rjfAToes Durtclas, youttKcr of Aniiston, was tried in the 
yew upon a charge Of leasing-making, in having pie- 
Mhnsd, from the Duchess of Gomoii, a m^l of t)i« Pre- 
for the purpose, it WJW said, of affronting Queen 


his fingers' ends ? Bidna his eino f die and j^ng 
to his place wP the nafne of the Bluidy Slac- 
kenyia ? and winna he be ken'd by that name sae 
laiig as there’s a Scots tongue to speak the word t 
If the life of the dear balm that's under a siiiler- 
ing dispensation, and Jeanie’s and my ain, and 
a’ mankind’s, depended on my asking sio a slave 
o’ Satan to 8]>eak a word for me or them, they 
should a’ gae doun the water thegithor for Davie 
Deans 1' 

It w’as the exalted tone in which lie s]>oke this 
last sentence that broke up **1110 conversation 
between Butler and Jeanie, and bi ought them 
both ‘ ben the house,’ to use the lan^.^uago of the 
country. Here they found the jioor old man half 
frantic between giief and zealous ire against 
Saddletree’s proposed inoasures, his cheek in- 
flnmpd, Ids hand clenched, and Ilia voice raised, 
while the tear in his eye, and the occasional 
(piiver of his accents, showed that his utmost 
etlbrts wore inadequate to shaking off the con- 
sciousness ol his misery. Butler, aj)prehpnsive 
of the consequences ol his agitation to an aged 
and feeble frame, ventured to utter to him a 
recommendation to patience. 

‘I am patient,’ returned the old man sternly, 
— ‘more patient than any one who is alive to the 
woeful backslidings of a miserable time can be 
])atient ; and in so much, that 1 need neither 
sectarians, nor sons nor grandsons of sectarians, 
to instruct my grey hairs how to liear my Cross. 

* But. sir,’ continued Butler, taking no offence 
at the slur cast on his grandfather’s faith, ‘we 
must UbO human means. When yon call in a 
nhysieian, yon would not, I suppose, question 
liiin on the nature of his religious principles I * 

‘Wad I ansv>iered David — ‘hut I wa<l, 
though ; and if he didna satisfy me that ho hfed 
a right sense of the right hand and left hand de- 
fections of the day, not a goutte of his physic 
should gang tlirough my fatliei’s son.’ 

It is a dangerous thing to trust to aif illuatra- 
tioii. Butler had done so and miscanied ; but, 
like a gallant soldier wlien his musket misses 
fire, he stood his ground, and charged with the 
bayonet. — * This is too rigid an interpretation of 
your duty, sir. The sun shines, and the rain 
descends, on the just and unjust, and tlioy aro 
placed together in life in cireumstances which 
frequently render intercourse belw’ecn them in- 
dispensable, perhaps that tlio evil may have an 
opportunity of being converted by tfto good, and 
})erha])s, also, that the rightenus might, among 
other trials, be subjected to that of oocaaioniS 
converse with the piofanc.’ 

‘ Ye’re a silly cal Ian t, Reuben, ’answered Deans, 

‘ wdlh your bits of argument. Can a man touch 
pitch and not be defiled ? Or what think je of 
the brave and worthy champions of the Covonaut, 
that wadna sao muckle as hear a minister speak^ 
be liis gifts and graces as they w^ould, that hadiia 
witnessed against the enormities of the dt^? 
N.ie law'yei* shall ever syieak for mo and mrao 
that hasiia coucurred in the testimony df tlw 
Hcatiered, yet lovely remnant, which abode*lu 
the elifts of the j^ocks.' 

So saying, and as if fatigued, both trltli tlio 
arguments and presence of his |(nosts, the old 
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xnan arose, and seeming to bid them odieti trith 
4 motion vof his head and liand, went to shut 
himself ap in his sleeping apartment. 

‘It!s tSrawrng his daughter’s life awa,’ said 
Saddletree to Butler, * to hoar him speak in that 
daft gait. Where will ho over get a (’anieronian 
advocate ? Or wha over heard ot a la v yer ’s suffer- 
ing either for ao religion or ayiothor ? The lassie’s 
life is clean flung awa.’ 

During the latter part of this debate, Dunibie- 
dikes had arrived at the door, dismounted, hung 
the pony’s bridle ou the usual Look, and sunk 
down on his ordinary bcttle. His eyes, with 
more than their usual animation, followed first 
one speaker, then another, till lie cauglit the 
melancholy sense of the whole from Saddletree’s 
last words. lie rose from his seat, stnmpod 
slowly across the roowi, and, eonung ol(»se up to 
Saddletree’s car, said in a tremulous, anxious 
voice, ‘Will- will siller do nacthing f<»r them, 
Mr. Saddletree ? ’ 

*Umph!’ sai<l Saddletree, looking grave, — 
. ‘siller will certainly do it in the J'nrliamcnt 
House, if onything can do if ; but where’s tlie 
•siller to come frac? Sir. Deajis, ye see, will do 
naothiug ; aud though Mrs. Sad<i let roe’s their 
far-awa Mend, and right good w eel -wisher, and 
is weel disposed to assist, y(*t she wadna like to 
stand to be hound sbitjuH in soliilum to such an 
expensive wark. An ilka friend wad hear a shai c 
o* the bunlen, somothiiig might be dune — ilka 
ane to bo liable for flieir aiii in])ut — I wadna like 
to see the case fa* through w’ithoiit l»cing jded-- 
it wadna be creditable, for a’ that daft Whig body 
says.* 

‘ I’ll — I will — yes ’ (asbuniing fortitude), ‘ I 
will be answerable,’ said Dumbiedikes, ‘ for a score 
of punds sterling.'— A fid bo was silent, staring in 
ostouislnnent at flndiiig himself capable of such 
unwonted resolution and excessive generosity. ' 

*Ood Almighty bless ye, laird 1* said Jeanie, 
in a transport of grafitude. 

‘Ye may ca’ the twenty ))uuds fliretty,* said 
Dumbiedikes, looking bashfully away from ln»r, 
aud towards Saddletree. 

‘That will do bravely,* said Saddletree, rub- 
bing his hands ; ‘ and yo sail hao a’ my skill and 
knowledge to gar the siller gang far — I’ll tape it 
out wool — I ken liow to gar the birkies tak snort 
fees, and be glad o’ ihem too— if ’s only garring 
them trow yc hao twa or three cases of import- 
ance coxniiijf on, and they’ll work cheap to get 
custom. Lei me alane for whilly-whaing an ad- 
vocate ; — it’s nae sin to get as muckle frao them 
for our siller as wo can— after a’, it’s but the 
wind 0* their mouth — it cosfs them naothiug; 
whereas, in my wretched occuiiatiou of a saddler, 
horse milHiier, aud harness maker, wo are out 
tinoonscionable sums just for barkened hides aud 
leather/ 

‘ Cm I bo of no use ? ’ said Butler. ‘ My moans, 
alas I are only worth tlie black coat I wear ; but 
I am young — I owe much to the family.— Can I 
do nothing?' 

%Ye'’oan help to collect evidence, 5dr,* said 
Saddletree ; * if we could but find ony ane to say 
she had gien the least hint o’ her condition, she 
Wsd be brought atf wi* a wat finger— Mt. Cross^ 
mjrhmf teird me sae. The crown, aajs he^ oanna 
he to prove a positive— a positive 
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or a negative they couldna he ca*d to prove ?— it 
was the tone or the tithor o* them, 1 am sure, 
and it maksna muckle matter whilk. Where- 
fore, says he, the libel maun be redargued by the 
panel ])roving her defences. And it canna bo 
done otheiwise.’ 

‘But the faef, sir,* argued Butler, ‘the fact 
that this poor girl liiis borne a child ; Surely the 
crown lawyers must prove that ? * said Butler. * 

Saddle! ree ])auHed a moment, while the visage 
of Dumbiedikes, which fraversed, as if it had 
been ]>laeed on a ])ivot, from tlio one spokesman 
fo the other, assumed a more blillic expi'cssion. 

‘Yc — ye — yc--es,’ said Saddletree, after some 
grave hesitation ; ‘ uiKpiestionably that is a thing 
to be proved, as ilio court will more fifijy declare 
by an inf erlocufor of relevancy in common fonn ; 
but I faiKW that job’s done akcady, for she has 
confessed her guilt.’ 

‘Confessed the murder?’ cxelaiined Jeaiiic, 
witli a scream that made them all start. 

‘No, I didna say that,’ replied Barioline 
‘But she confessed hearing tlie babe.' 

‘And what became of it, then said Jeanie, 

‘ for not a w^ord could I get from her hut bitter 
sighs and tears.’ 

‘She says it was taken aw’ay from her by the 
woman in whose house it was born, and who 
assisted licr at flic time.' 

‘And who was that w^omaii?' said Butler. 
‘Surely by her means fho tiuth might be dis^ 
coveied. — Who was bh<‘ ? I wdll lly to her 
directly.' 

‘ I wish,’ said Dumbiedikes, ‘ I were as young 
and as .sn])ple as you, aiul had the gift of the 
gab as weel.’ 

‘Who is she?’ again reiterated Butler im- 
liatieutly. — ‘ Who could that w'oman he ? * 

‘ Ay, wha keu.s that but hersol’ ? ’ said Saddle- 
tree ; ‘ she deponed further, aud declined to 
ausw’cr that interrogatory.’ 

‘Then fo herself will I instantly go,’ said 
Butler. * Farewell, Jeanie ; * then coming close 
up to her — ‘ Take no 7'ash steps till you hear fnim 
me. Farcw'ell ! ’ and ho immediately loft the 
cottage, 

‘ 1 wad pang too,* said the landed proprietor, 
in an anxious, jealous, and re})iiiing tone, ‘ but 
my ])owiiy w iima for the life o’ me gang ony other - 
road than just fiao Dumbiedikes to this house- 
cud, and sao straight back again.' 

‘ Yc’ll do better for them,’ said Saddletree, as 
they left tlio house together, ‘by sending me flio 
thretty pimds.’ 

‘ Thretty luinds 1 ' hessitated Dumbiedikes, who 
w’as now out of the reach of those eyes w’hich 
had inflamed his generosity ; ‘ I only said twerU^f 
punds.’ 

‘Ay; but,* said Saddletree, ‘fjiat was under 
protestation to add and eik ; and so ye craved 
leave to amend your libel, and made it thretty,’ 

‘ Did I ? I dinna mind that I did,* answered 
Dumbiedikes. ‘ But whatever I said I’ll steinl 
to.' Then bestriding his steed with soms diffi- 
culty, lie added, ‘Duma yo think poor Jeanie’s 
oen wi' the tears in them glanced like laxnout 
beads, Mr. Saddletree ? ’ 

'I kenna muckle about women's een, laird/ 
replied the insensible Bartolino ; ‘ and £ care Just 
as Httle, J wiMM ( ww as wsrt fM o* wir 
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mine, Wrd. 1 allow neither porduellion nor 
leso-uajosty against m^r sovereign authority/ 

The laird saw notliing so important in this 
observation as to call for a rejoinder, and when 
they had exchanged a nuito salutation, they parted 
•ill peace upon their dilferent errands. I 


CHAPTER XIL 

ril warrant that fellow from drowning, wcie the ship lu 
stronger thait a nut-shell. 

^ The Tempesi. 

Butler felt neither fatigue nor want of refrchli- 
nient, although, irom the mode in which he had 
spent the ni^it, ho might well have been ovci- 
come with either. But in the earncstnobs with 
which he hastened to the absistance of the sister 
of Jeauie Deans, he forgot both. 

In his first progress he walked w ith so rapid a 
pace as almost apiiroached to rniiuing, when he 
was surprised to lioar behind him a call ujioii his 
name, contending with an asthmatic cougli, and 
half-drownod amid the resounding trot of a High- 
land pony. Ho looked behind, and saw the Laird 
of Dumuiedikes making after him with what 
speed he might, for it happened, fortunately for 
tne laird's purpose of conversing \iith Butler, 
. that his own road homeward was for about two 
hundred yards the same with that whicli led by 
the nearest way to the city. Butler slopped 
when he heard himself thus summoned, intern- 
ally wishing no good to tlio panting oquostrian 
who thus retarded his journey. 

* uh ! uh 1 uh ! ’ cjai'ulated Dumbiedikes, as he 
cheeked the hobbling pace of the pony by oui 
friend Butler. ‘ TJli ’ uh ! it’s a haul-bet, will- 
yard beast this o’ mine.* He had in fact just 
overtaken the object of his chase at the very ixnnt 
beyond which it would have been absolutely im- 
possible for him to have continued the imisuit, 
since there Butler’s road parted from that leading 
to Dumbiedikes, and no mcdiis of influence or 
compulsion which tho rider could possii)ly have 
usedf towards his Bucephalus, could have induced 
the Celtic obstinacy of Jlory Bean ( ^iich was tho 
pony’s name) to have diverged a yard fiom the 
path that conducted him to liis own padrlock. 

Kven when he had recovered from tho short- 
ness of breath occasioned by a tiot much more 
rapid than Rory or he weie accustomed to, the 
high purpose of Dumbiedikes seemed to stick os 
it were in his throat, and im])ede his utterance, 
so that Butler stood for nearly three niiniitoB cie 
lie could utter a syllable ; ind when ho did And 
tpioe, it was only to say, aHer one or two efforts, 
<Uh! hh! uhm! I say, Mr. - Mr. Butler, it’s a 
braw day for tho har’st.’ 

* Fine day, indeed,’ said Butler. * I uibh you 
good morning, sir.’ 

' *Stay-"Stay a bit,* rejoined Dumbiedikes ; 

* 'that was no what I had gotten to say.’ 

. 1 ^‘Tlian. pmy he quick, and let me have jour 
, UommamU,’ rejoin^ Butler; *1 crave >oui 
I^MrdotL but I am in haate^ and Terumi acmint 
fatov the prarerh." 


Dumbiedikw did not know the protrerh,/iiolf' i 
did he oven tak6 the trouble to endeavour to lodk 
as if he did, as others in his place might have 
done. Ho was conoOntrating all his intmloota for 
one grand proposition, and oould not aflhid any 
detachment to defend outposts. ‘I say, Mr. 
Butler,’ said he, *ken ye if Mr. Saddletree's a 
gieat lawyer*’ 

‘ I have no person’s word for it but his own,’ 
answered Butler dryly ; *biit undoubtedly he best 
understands his own qualities.’ 

* Umph 1 ’ replied the taciturn Dumbiedi&e, tu 
a tone wliich seemed to say, ' Mr. Butler, I toke 
your meaning.’ * In that case,’ he pursued, ' 1*11 
employ my ain man o* business, mohil Novit 
(auid Nichil’s son, and amaist as gleg as his 
latlier), to agent Effio's plea.’ 

And having thus displayed more sagacity than 
Butler expected from him, he courteously touched 
his gold-laced cocked hat, and by a punch on tho 
libs conveyed to Rory Bean, it wras his rider’s 
pleasure that he should forthwith proceed home- 
uards; a hint which tho quadruped obeyed with . 
that degree of aUciity with which men and 
animals interpret and obey suggestions that eu* , 
tirely eonespond with their own inclinations. 

Butler resumed Ins pace, not without a moment- 
ary revival of that jealousy which the honest 
laird’s attention to the family of Deans had at 
diffci cut times excited in his bosom. But he was 
too generous long to nii 'so any feeling which was 
allied to selfishness. * Ho is,’ said Butler to him- 
self, * rich ill what I w^ant ; w’hy should I feel 
vexed tliat he lias the heart to dedicate some of ^ 


happy < — saved fiom tho misery and disgrace that 
seems iniiKjnding — Let mo but find tho means of 
pi eventing the fearful experiment of this evening, 
and farewell to other thoughts, though my heart- 
strings break in pairing with them 1 ’ • 

Ue redoubled Ins pace, and soon stood before 
the door of the Tulbooth, or rather before tho en- 
trance where tho door had formerly bedh placed. 
Ills interview witli the mysterious stranger, the 
message to Jeanio, his agitating conversatmn With 
her on the subject of liroakiiig off their mutual 
engagements, and the interesting scene with Old 
Deans, had so ciitiioly occupied his mind as to 
drown even lecollection of the tragical event 
which he had witnessed the pi eroding evening. 
His attention was not recalled to it by the grouiw 
who stood scattered on the street in conversation, 
whicli tlipy hushed when strangers approached, 
or by the bustling search of the agents of the city 
IKihce, supportc(ihy small parties of the militaty, 
oi by the appearance of the guard^housO, before 
which wTro treble sentinels, or, finally, by the 
subdued and intimidated looks of the lower Mm 
of society, who, conscious that they were liable to 
suspicion, if they were not guilty of accession 'to 
a riot likely to be strictly inquired into, glided 
about w'ith a humble ana dismayed aS(yeot» like 
men whose spirits, !>eingexhausteai!tth« reveland 
Ihe dangers of a desperate delNWOh dvet^Uighti are 
norve-shakon, timorous, an<l uftettte)P|irtsi»g oil 
the succeeding day. 

None of these symptonja qf klam nnd tre|iWa* 
tipn etfuok Bntler, wftw 


his pelf to lender them services, which 1 oan only 
form the empty wish of executing? In Qod*s 
name, lot us eacli do w hat w'o can. May she be hut 
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« diifetenty and to liim still mom intoroating sub* 
ject, until stood before tlie putmneo to the 
prison^ aud saw it defended hy a double iile of 
mnadiem, instead of bolts and bars. Their 
* Standi stand r the blackened appearance of the 
dootless gateway, and the winding staircase aiul 
apartments of the Tolbooth, now omm to the 
public we, recalled 11 le whole proeccaings of the 
eventfiif ni^t. Upon his requesting to sneak 
with Effia Ueans, the same tall, thin, silver- 
haired turnkey, wlioni ho had seen on the preced- 
ing evening, made his appearance. 

*I think, ’ ho replied to Butler’s request of 
admission, with true Scottish indirectness, ^yc 
^vUl be the same lad that \vas for in to see her 
yestreen r 

Butler admitted he was the same iicrsoii. 

‘And I am thinking,’ pursued the turnkey, 
‘that ye sjieeTed at me when we locked up, and 
if we locked up earlier on account of l*oi toons ^ * 

‘ Very likely I might make some such observa- 
tion,' said Butler; ‘but the question now is, can 
^ I see Elfie Deans ? ’ 

‘ 1 dinna ken — gang in by, and up the t urn pike 
^tair, and turn till the ward on the left hana.’ 

The old man followed close behind him, with 
liis keys in his hand, not forgetting even that 
huge one which had once opened and shut the 
ou^ard gate of his dominions, though at present 
it was but an idle and useless burden. No sooner 
had Butler entered the room to w’hieh he was 
directed, than the experienced hand of the warder 
selected the proper key, and looked it on the out- 
side. At first liutler conceived this mameuvio 
was only an effect of the man’s habitual and 
official caution and jealousy. Bu t wlieu he heai d 
the hoarse command, ‘ Turn out the guard ! ’ 
and immediately aftenvards heard the clash of a 
sentinel’s arms, as he was posted at the door of 
his apartment, ho again called out to the turnkey, 

‘ My good friend, I Lave business of some conse- 
quence with Effie Deans, and I beg to see her as 
soon as possible. ’ N o aiisw er was returned. ‘ I f 
it be a^iust your rules to admit me,' rcjieated 
Butler, in*a still louder tone, ‘ to see the iinsoncr, 
I you will tell me so, and let mo go about iiiy 
business. — Fugit irrcvocahilc iem^nis I ’ muttered 
he to himself, 

* If ye had business to do, ye suld hae dune it 
before ye cam here,* replied the man of keys fioin 
the outside ; ‘ ye’ll find it’s easier wuunin in 
thai^ wunninaont here — there’s sraa’ likelihood 
o’ another Forteous mob coming to rabble ns 
again-^tho law will hand her ain now', neigh- 
bour, and that ye’ll find to your cost.' 

‘What do you mean by that, sir?* retorted 
, Butler. ‘You must niislako me for some other 
Iverson. My name is Ecubcu Butler, j^ioacher 
^ of ^gospel,' 

* I kett that weel eneuch,’ said the turnkey. 

* Well) then, if you know me, I have a right 
, to kXlOW ftom you in return, what warrant you 
1 ]wv6 (hr detaining me ; that, I know, is the 
i rul^t Uf every British subject,’ 

[ ^"jjrarrant 1 * said the jailor,—* the warrant’s 
^awa to liiberton wi' twa shorilf officers seeking 
Eye, tf^ye had stayed at hame, as honest men 
pebomld do, ye wad hae seen the warrant ; but if 
ye eomejfco be inoareeiuted of yom^ain accord, 

I oaa hete it, mv jo 1 * 


sor* 


‘So I Cfl^not see Efifo Deans, then?’ said 
Bt^er ; ‘ and you are determined not to let me 

‘Troth will I no, neighbour,' answered the 
old man doggedly ; ‘ as for Effie Deans, ye’ll hae 
oiieuch ado to mind your ain business, and lot 
her mind hers; and for letting you out, that 
maun he as Ihe magistrate will determine. And 
fdie ye wool for a bit, for I maun see Deacon 
Sawyeis put on ano or tw'a o’ the doors that 
your quiet folk bioke down yesternight, Mr. 
Butlei.’ 

There was something in this cx(|uisitely ]»ro- 
voking, but there was also something darkly 
alarming. To be imprisoned, even on a false 
accusation, had something in it disagreeable and 
mena(«iiig even to men of more constitutional 
courage than Butler had to boast ; for although 
he had iniieh of that resolution which arises 
from a sense of duty and an honourable desire 
to discharge it, yet, as his imagination was lively, 
and his frame of body delicate, he was far from 
])ossessing that cool insensibility to danger which 
is the happy i)oii:ion of men of stronger health, 
more fii m nerves, and less acute sensibility. An 
indistinct idea of ]>eril, which he could neither 
understand nor ward off, seemed to float before 
his eyes. lie tried to think over the events of 
the preceding night, in hopes of discovering some 
means of explaining or vindicating his conduct 
for appearing among the mob, since it immedi- 
ately occurred to him that his detention must bo 
founded on that circumstance. And it was with 
anxiety that ho found ho could not recollect 
to have been under the observation of any dis- 
interested witness in the attempts that he made 
from time to time to expostulate with the rioters, 
and to prevail on thorn to release him. The 4 j 8- 
tress of JDeans’s family,, the dangerous rendezvous 
which Jeanio had formed, and which ho could 
not now hope to interrupt, had also their share 
in his unpleasant reflections. Yet, impatient 
os he was to receive an ^daircissemerU upon the 
cause of Ids confinement, and if possible to 
obtain his liberty, ho was affected witli a trepid- 
ation which seemed no good omen, when, after 
remaining an hour in this solitary amrtmeut, 
ho received a summons to attend the sitting 
magistrate, lie was oond noted from prison 
strongly guarded by a jmrty of soldiers, with a 
parade of precaution that, however ill-timed 
and unnecessary, is generally displayed after an 
event, which such precaution, if used in time, 
might have prevented. 

lie was introduced into the Council Chamber, 
as the place is called where the magistrates hold 
their sittings, and which w^as tliou at a little 
distance from the prison. One or two of the 
senators ‘of the city were present, and seemed 
about to engage in the examination of an in- 
dividual who was brought forward to the foot 
of the long green -covered table round which 
the council usually assembled. ‘Is that the 
preacher?* said one of the magistrates, as the 
city officer in attendance introduced Butler. 
The man answered in the affirmative. ‘Let 
him sit down there for an instant: wo will 
finish this man's business very briefly. 

‘Shall we remove Butler!’ qneAeA the 

oasiaiant. 
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• *lt is not liecohsary — hvi liini rcniftin AvJiei*6 
Ld is.* * 

Butler accordingly s«it down on a ])oncli at 
tlie bottom of the ajiartmeiit, atlondod one 


of his keepers. 

It was a largo room, partially and imperfectly 
lighted; but by chaiico, or the skill of the archi- 
tect, who might happen to lemomber the advant- 
age uhich might occasionally be derived from 
such an arrangement, one window was so placed 
as to throw a strong light at the foot of the 
table at wliicli prisoners were usually posted for 
examination, while the upper cii<l, wheie the 
examinants sat, was thiown into shadow. 


Butler’s eyes were instantly fixed on the peison 
whose examination was at ])roscnt proceeding, 
in the idea that he might recognise some one 
of the couRpiralors of the foiiner night. But 
though the featurcb of this man wcic suflicit nily 
marked and striking, ho could not recollect that 
he had ever scon them before. 


The complexion of this i>erson was dark, and 
bis age somewhat advanced. lie woie his own 
liair combed smooth down, and cut very shoit. 
It was jet black, slightly cm led by nature, and 
already mottled u ith grey. TJio man’s face ex- 
]wessoa rather knavery than vice, and a disposi- 
lioii to sharpness, cuiiiiiug, and logueiy, more 
than the traces of stormy and indulged passions. 
His sharp, (juiok black eyes, acute features, ready 
sardonic smile, promptitude and effrontery, gave 
him altogether is hat is called among the vulgar 
a hiowinff look, which generally implies a tend- 
ency to knavery. At a fair or market, you could 
not for a moment have doubted that lie uas a 


hoi-se-jockey, intimate wilh all the tricks of his 
trade ; yet, had you mot him on a moor, you 
wdtild not have apprehended any \ioloiice from 
liirn. His dress uas also that of a hoise dealer 


— a closo-buttoncd jockey-coat, or wiap-rascal, 
as it was then termed, iMth huge metal Imttoiis, 
coarse blue upper stockings, called bvwt-hose lie- 
cause .supplying the place of boots, and a slouched 
hat. He only wanted a loaded uhip under his 
ana, and a spur uikui one heel, to complete the 
dress of the cnoracter he seemed to represent. 

‘Your name is Janies Ibilcliflc r said the 


magistrate. 

‘ Ay- always ui’ your honour’s leave.* 

‘That ia to say, you could liiid me another 
nam** if I did not like that one ^ ’ 

‘ Twenty to jock ami t lioo&e upr n, alw'ays with 
your honour’s l»*jve,’ i<‘suined the respondent. 

‘ But James liatcliffc is jour piesent name ? — 
■\Vhat is j our trade ^ ’ 

‘ 1 canna just say distinctly, that I have wdiat 
ye wad ca’ proceesely a tiadc.* 

* But,* repeated the magistrate, ‘ what aie your 
moans of living - your occu| ation « ' 

‘Hout tout- your liomuir, wi’ voui leave, kens 
lliat as weel as 1 do,* replied the examined. 

‘No matter, I want to hear you dcfunlie it,* 
said the examinant. 


•Me describe !— and to your bonour !— far bo 
It from Jemmie Batcliife,* respoiidcd tbopuMmer. 
•Come, sir, no trifling— I insist on an answei.’ 
‘Weel, air,* replied the declarant^ ‘I niann 
miUke clean breast* for ye see, wi’ your leave, 
t looking for fh«our«<--Dosoribe my oeoupa- 
fuo’ ytt— tr^ be ill to do that, in 


a feasible way, in a place like this^but wbat is^t 
again that the aucht command says ? * 

‘Thou shalt not steal,* answered the magis- 
trate. 

• Arc you sure o* that * ’ replied the accused. — 
•Troth, then, my occiijiation and that command 
are sair at odds, for I read it, Thou $h»U steal \ 
and that makes an unco diifereiioe, though 
thci*c’s but a wee bit word left out,* 

‘To cut the matter short, RatolifTe, you have 
been a most uoioj'ious thief?’ said the examinant, 

* I believe Highlands and Lowlands ken that, 
sir, forby England and Holland,’ replied Rat- 
cliiro, with the greatest composure aa<l effroi^tcty. 

‘ And what d’ye think the end of your calliug 
will be ? * said the magistrate. 

‘ I could ha\e gien a braw guess yesterday — 
but I dmna ken sae wcel the day,’ answered tho 
prisoner. 

‘And what would you have said would have 
U'cn your end, liad you been asked the question 
yesici*day ^ ’ 

‘Just the gallow'R,* replied Hatclifle, w'ith the 
same composure. 

‘You are a daring rascal, sir,* said the magia- 
tiate ; ‘ and how dare you hoj)o times are monaed 
w ith you to-day ? ’ 

‘ Dear your honour,’ answered KatcliflCf 
‘there’s inueklo difference between lying ia 
prison under seiiteneo of death, and staying 
tliero of aiie’s ain ]>ro}>er aeeoid, when it woula 
have cost a man nuctlnng to get up and rin awa. 
— What W'as to liiiider me from stepping out 
quietly, when the rabble walked awa wi’ Jock 
rorteous yestreen and does youi honour really 
think I stayed on juirpose to be hanged?* 

‘ 1 do not know wdiat you may have proposed 
to yonrself; but I know,’ said the magistrate, 

‘ wdidt the law i)ropo8es for you, and that ia, to 
hang you next Wednesday eight days.’ 

‘Na, na, your honour,’ said Kateljffo firmly, 
‘craving your honoui’s panlon. I’ll ne’er believe 
that till 1 see it. I liave ken’d the law this mony 
a year, and mouy a tin aw art job I hae had wi’ 
hei first and last ; but the an Id iaud is no sae 
ill as that comes to— 1 ayo fand her bark waur 
than licr bite,’ 

‘And if you do not expeet the gallows, to 
w^hieh you aie condemned (for the fourth time, 
to my knowledge), may I beg tho favour to 
know,* said the magi sti ate, ‘whag it is you do 
exT>ect, in consideration of your not having 
taken your fliglit with the rest of , the fail-birds, 
which I will ^ III it was a line of conduct little 
to liavo been exjiected ? * 

‘ I would never liave thought for a moment of 
staying in that auld gousty toom house,’ antwered 
Kiitclitfe, ‘but tfiat use and w'ont had just gion 
me a fancy to the place, and Tm just expecting 
a bit post in*t.’ 

‘ A post t * exclaimed the magistrate ; • a 
'whippilig-post, I suppose, you mean t * 

‘ IS a, na, sir, I haa nae thoughts o* a whuppin- 
pose. After having been four times doom^ to 
bang by the neck till 1 was dead, 1 think 1 am 
far beyond being whuppit* 

‘Then, in Heaven’s name, what ycu ejf- 
pcet?* 

•Just the post of under-tumkey, for I nndee* 
stand there’s a vacancy,' said ths prisoner *I 
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vradnti Hunk of asking the lockman’s* place 
owcr his head ; it wadiia suit me sae wcej, as 
ither folk, for I never could put a boast out o* 
the way, much less deal wi’ a man.* 

‘That's somethiug in your favour,* said the 
mapstrate, making exactly tho inference to 
which Katoliile was desirous to lead him, though 
he mantled his art with an alfectation of oddity. 
‘But,* continued tho magistrate, ‘how do you 
think you can be trasted with a charge in the 
tirison, when you have broken at your own hand 
lialf the jails in Scotland ? ’ 

‘Wi* your honour’s leave,* said Ratcliffe, ‘if I 
ken*d sae weel how to wun out mysel’, it’s like I 
wad be a* tho better a liand to kec]> other folk 
in. I think they wad kcii th«*ir business "weel 
that held me in when. 1 wanted to be out, or 
wan out when I wanted to hainl them in.* 

The remark seemed to strike the magistrate, 
but ho made no furtlier immediate observation, 
only desired KatclifTo to he removed. 

when this daring and yet sly freebooter w-as 
• out of .hearing, tho magistrate asked the city 
clerk, ‘what he thought of the fellow’s assiu- 
' anee ^ * 

‘lt*s no for me to say, sir,* replied the clerk ; 
‘but if James Ratcliffe be inclined to turn to 
good, there is not a man e’er came within the 
ports of tho burgh could he of sae mucklc use to 
the Good Town in tlie thief and lock-up lino of 
business. I’ll speak to Mr. Sharpitlaw about 
him.* 

Upon Ratcliffo’s retreat, Butler was placed at 
the table for examination. Tho magistrate con- 
ducted his inquiry civilly, but yet in a manner 
which gave him to understand that he laboured 
under strong suspicion. With a frankness which 
at once became his calling and character, Butler 
avowed his involuntary presence at the murder 
of !^orteous, and, at the request of the magis- 
trate, entered into a miiiuto clctail of tho circum- 
stances which attended that unhappy affair. 
All the ^particulars, such as w’^c have narrated, 
were taken minutely dowu by tho cleik from 
Butler's dictation. 

When the iiari*ative was concluded, the cross- 
examination commenced, which it is a jpainfnl 
task even for the most candid witness to under- 


go, since a story, especially if eouncctcd with 
agitating and alarming incidents, can scarce be 
so clearly agd distinctly told, but that some 
ambijjuity and doubt may be thrown upon it by 
a string of successive and ini mite interrogatories. 

’nie magistrate commenced by obsoiviug, that 
Butler had said his object was to return to the 
villa^ of Liberton, but that ho was interrupted 
by the mob at the West Port. ‘ Is the West 
l^rt your usual way of leaving town when you 
go to Xiiberloiir said the magistrate, with a 
sneer. 

‘No, certainly,’ answered Butler, with the 
haste of a man anxious to vindicate the accuracy 
of his evidence ; ‘ but I chanced to be hearer 


th^ wrt than any other, and the hour of shut 
tingle gates was on the point of striking.* 
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to accompany them through scenes disagrooablrt 
to all men of huntanity, and more especially 
irreconcilable tD the 2n'ofes6ion of a minister, 
did you not aflompt to struggle, i-esist, or escape 
from their violence ? * 

Butler replied, ‘that their numbers prevented 
him fiom attempting lesistauce, and their vigil- 
ance from effecting his escape.* 

‘ That was unlucky,’ again repeated ^e magis- 
trate, in the same dry, inacqulobccnt tone of voice 
and manner. He piocecdcd w'ith decency and 
politeness, hut with a stiffness which argued his 
continued sus]>icion, to ask many questions con- 
cerning the behaviour of the mob, tho maiiiieis 
and dress of llie ringleaders ; and when he con- 
ceived that the Cdutioii of Butler, if he was 
deceiving him, must bo lulled asleep, tho magis- 
trate suddenly and aitfully returned to former 
paits of his aeclaiation, and icquired a new re- 
capitulation of the circumstances, to the minutest 
and most tiivial point, which attended each 
part of tho melancholy scene. No confusion 
or contradiction, however, ocenned, tliat could 
couiiteiiaucc tho snspiciou wliicli lie seemed to 
have adopted against Butler. At length tho 
train of his interrogatories readied JVIadge Wild-' 
tii’e, at whose name the magistrate and town- 
clerk exchanged significant glances. If the fate 
of the Good Town had depended on her careful 
magistrate’s knowing the features and dross of 
this personage, his inquiries could not have been 
more iiarticular. But Butler conld say almost 
nothing of this person’s features, wdiich were 
disguised apparently with red paint and soot, 
like ail Indian going to battle, uesides the pro- 
jecting shade of a ciircli, or coif, which mumed 
tho hair of the supjiosed female. He declared 
tliat lie thought he could not know this MSdgo 
Wildfire, if placed before him ip a different 
diess, but that he believed he might rocognise 
her voice. 

The magistrate requested him again to state 
by what gate ho left the city. 

‘By the Cow gate Port,* leplicd Butler. 

‘ Was that the nearest road to Libci ton ? * 

‘No,’ answered Butler, with cmbairassment ; 
‘but it w'as the nearest way to extricate myself 
from the mob.’ 

Tlie clerk and m.igistiato again exchanged 
glances. 

‘Is the Cowgate Port a nearer way to Liber- 
ton from the Grassmarket than Bristo Port ^ * 

‘ No,* replied Butler ; ‘ but I had to visit a 
friend,* 

‘ Indeed ? * said tho interrogator. — ‘Yon were 
iu a hurry to tell the sight yon had witnessed, I 
suppose ^ * 

‘Indeed I was not,* rciilied Butler; ‘nor did 
I speak on the subject the whole time I was at 
Saint Leonard’s Crags.* 

‘ Which road did you take to Saint Leonard’s 
Crags?* 

‘By the foot of Salisbury Crags,* was tho 

‘indeed? you seem jiartial to circuitous 
routes,* amn said the magistrate. ‘Whom did 
you see after you left the city ? * 

One by one he obtained a desoription of every 
one of the groups who had pasM Butler, as 
already noticed, their number, demeanour, and 
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apjHsaranoe ; aud at length came to the oircum* 
stance of the inystnrioiiH stranger, in the King’s 
Park. On this subject Butler would fain have 
lemainod silent. But the inagistrato had no 
sooner got a sliglit hint concerning the incident, 
than he seemed heui to possess himself of the 
most niiiiute ]^articulars. 

‘Look ye, Mr. Bn tier,’ said he, ‘you aie a 
young man, and hear an excellent character ; so 
much 1 will myself testify in your favour. But 
we are aware tlicro has been, at limes, a sort of 
bastard and fiery zeal in some of your older, and 
those, men irreproachable in other points, which 
has led them into doing and eountcnaiieiug 
great irregularities, hy wliieli the })eace of the 
country is lialilo to he shaken.— I will deal 
plainly with you. I am not at all satisfied with 
this story, of your setting out again and again 
to seek your dwelling by two several roads, 
which were both circuitous. And, to be frank, 
no one whom ue have examined on Ibis unhajipy 
affair could tiaee in yonr ajipcarance any tiling 
like your acting under coininilsion. Morco\ cr, tlie 
Waiters at the Cowgatc Port observed something 
like the trepidation of guilt in your conduct, 
and declare that you were the first to command 
them to open the gate, in a tone of authority, 
as if still presiding over the guards and out- 
j)osts of the rabble, who had besieged them the 
whole night.’ 

‘ (jiod forgive them ! * said Butler ; ‘ I only 
asked free passage tor myself ; they must have 
much misunderstood, if they did not wilfully 
misiej»resciit me.’ 

‘ Well, Mr. Butler,’ resumed the magistrate, 

‘ 1 am inclined to judge the best and hope the 
bjst, as I am sure I wisli the best ; but you must 
be Jrank with me, it you. wish to bceuio my good 
opinion, and hsseu the risk of inconvenience to 
yourself. You lia\c allowed you saw another 
individual in your passige through tlie King’s 
Park to Saint Leonard’s Crags — I must know 
every word ivhieh passed betwdxt you.’ 

Thus closely jnessed, Butler, who had no 
reason for ooneealiiig what passed at that meet- 
ing, unless because Jeaiiio Deans was eoncenied 
in it, thought it best to tell the wdiole truth 
iioni beginning to end. 

‘Do you siipj)Ose,’ said the magistrate, paus- 
ing, ‘that the young woman will accept an in- 
vitation so mysterious ?* 

‘ I f«\tr she will,’ leplicd Butler, 

‘ Wliy do you use the word /car it ? ’ said the 
magistrate, 

‘ Because I am appreliensive for her safety in 
^ meeting, at such a time and jilare, one who had 
Bomothing of the manner ol a despeiado, and 
whose message w.is of a cliaraetcr so inexplic- 
able.’ 

' * Her safety shall bo eared lor,’ sai*l the magis- 

trate. ‘Mr. Butler, I am coneorned 1 cannot 
immediately discharge you fioin confinement, 
but I hope you will not bo long detained.- - 
Bewove Mr. Butler, aud let liim be provided 
with decent aooommodation in all resi>Gots.’ 

Ha was conducted back to the piison accord- 
ingly ; in the food offerod to him, as well 
ibd HMrtmont iii which ho woe lodged, the 
^l^l^mmtdation of the magistrate was strictly 


CHAPTER XIIL 

Dork and eerie wOs the Qighc, 

And lonely was the way, 

As Janet, wi’ her green mantell, 

'Xo Miles Cross she did gae. 

Old Ballad. 

Lfavinq Butler to all the nnoomfortablo 
thoughts attached to his new sit nation, among 
which the most predominant w'as his feeling that 
ho was, l>y iiis confinement, deprived of all pos- 
sibility of assisting the famdy at Saint Leonard’s 
in their greatest need, wo return to Jttanie Deans, 
who had seen him depart, without an oppor- 
tunity of further explanation, in all that agony 
of mind with wliich the female heart bids adieu 
to the complicated sensations so well described 
by Coleridge, — 

Hopes, aud fears th.it kindle hope, 

An undistingmshable throng: 

And gentle wislics long subdued — 

Subdued and cherished long. 

It is not the firmest heart (and Joanie, under 
her russet lokelay, had one that would not have* 
disgi'aced Cato’s daughter) that can most easily 
bid adieu to these soft and mingled emotions. 
She wept for a few minutes bitterly, and without 
attempting to roirain from this indulgence of 
passion. But a moment’s recollection induced 
her to check herself for a grief selfish and proper 
to her owm alTections, while her father ana sister 
w'cre plunged into such deep and irretrievable 
aiiliction. She drew fix>m her pocket the letter 
which had been that morning flung into her 
apartment through an open window, and the 
contents of which were as singular as the expres- 
sion was violent and energetic. ‘ If she would 
save a human being from the most damning 
guilt, and all its desperate eonseauences, — if she 
desired the life and honour of ner sister to be 
saved from the bloody fangs of an unjust law,'— 
if she desired not to forfeit ))eace of mind hero, 
and happiness hereafter,’ such w^as the franUo 
style of the conjuration, ‘ she was enCreatod to 
give a sure, secret, and solitary meeting to tlie 
writer. She alone could rescue him,’ so ran the 
letter, ‘and ho only could rescue her.’ He was 
in such circumstances, the billet further informed 
her, that an attempt to bring any witness of their 
conference, or even to mention to her father, or 
any other person whatsoever, th# letter Whioh 
requested it, w'ould inevitably prevent its taking 
place, and ensure the destruction of her sister. 
Tlie letter concluded with incoherent but violent 
protestations, that in obeying this sipumons she 
had nothing to fear personally. 

The message delivered to her by Butler fVom 
the stranger in the Park tallied exactly with the 
contents of the letter, but assigned a later hour 
and a dificront place of meeting. Apparently 
the writer of tho letter had been oompelled to 
let Butler so far into his confidence, for the sake 
of announcing this change to Jeanie* She was 
more than once on the point of prodpdngetho 
billot, in vindication of herself her lover’s 
hall'-hinted suspicions. But there ie toxnething 
in stooping to justification whiOh the j[)Hde m 
innocence does not at all times wUliuglT apbmit 
I to ; besides that the threats oontmiM in the 
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ietteTi In cose of her betraying the secret, hung 
heavy on her heart. It is probable, however, 
that had they remained longer together, she 
might have taken the resolution to submit the 
%vholo matter to Butler, and be guided by him 
as to tho line of conduct which she should adopt. 
And when, by the sudden interruption of thoir 
conference, she lost the op])ortuiiiiy of doing so, 
she felt as if she liad been unjust to a friend, 
whose advice might have been highly usctul, 
and whose attachment deserved her full and 
unreserved confidence. 

^ To have recourse to her father upon this occa- 
sion, she considered as highly imprudent. There 
was no possibility of coiijccturiug in what light 
tho matter might strike old David, whose manner 
of acting and thinking in extraordinary circuni- 
stancos depended ujjoii feelings and princijdes 
|)eculiar to himself, the operation of which could 
not be calculated upon even by those best ac- 
quainted with him. To have recpicsted some 
female friend to have accom|)anied her to the 
.place of rendezvous, would perhaps have been 
the most eligible expedient ; but the threats of 
jtlie writer, that betraying liis secret would pre- 
vent their meeting (on which her sister’s safety 
was said to depend) from taking place at all, 
would have detened lier from making such a con- 
fidence, even had she known a person in whom she 
thought it could with safety have been rcj) 08 ed. 
But she know none such. Their acquaintance 
with the cottagers in the vicinity had been very 
slight, and limited to trifling acts of good neigh- 
bourhood. Jeanie knew little of them, and what 
she knew did not greatly inclmo her to trust 
any of them. They were of the order of loqua- 
cious, good-humoured gossips usually found in 
their situation of life ; and their conversation had 
at all times few charms for a young woman, tp 
whom nature and the circumstance of a solitary 
life had given a depth of thought and force of 
character miperior to the frivolous part of her 
sex, whether in high or low degree. 

Left alone and seiiarated from all earthly 
counsel, she had recounso to a Friend and AiIn iser 
whoso ear is open to the cry of tho jxjorcst and 
most afflicted of liis people. »Sho knelt, and 
prayed with fervent sincerity, that God ^^oulcl 
please to direct her what eoui*so to follow in her 
arduous and distressing situation. It was the 
lielief of the time and scot to wdiich she belonged, 


that special answers to prayer, flilfering little in 
their character from divine inspiration, w^ere, as 
they expressed it, * homo in upon their minds ’ 
in ahswer to their earnest petitions in a crisis of 
difflculty* Without entering into on abstruse 
point of divinity, one thing is plain,— namely, 
that the person who lays open his doubts and 
distresGiaa in prayer, with feeling and sincority, 
muat necessarily, in tho act of doing so, purify 
iind from the dross of w'orldly passions and 
inteireBts, and bring it into that state, when the 
resolutions adopted are likely to be selected rather 
fvnm^a sense of duty, than from any infenor 
motkire* ' J^eanie arose from her devotions, with 
her heart fortiiied to endure affliction, and 
encouraged to face difficulties. 

^1 win Aueet this unhappy man,* she said to 
hemU***-' unhappy he must he, since I doubt he 
hm been the eeuse of poor Effle’e mitfortune-- 


but I will meet him, be it for good or ill. My 
mind hhall never oast up to mo, that, for fear of 
what might be said or done to myself, 1 left that 
undone that flight even yet be the rescue of her.* 

With a miiid greatly composed since the. adop- 
tion of this resolution, she went to attend her 
father. The old man, film in the principles of 
his youth, did not, m outw’ai-d appearance at 
least, peimit a thmight ot his family distress to 
intcifeic with the stoical rcseiTC of his tfountqn* 
anco and maimers. He even chid his daughter 
for having neglected, in tho disticss of the 
morning, some trifling domestic duties which fell 
under her dex artmeut. 

‘ Why, wliat mcaneth this, Jeanio ? ’ said the 
old man.- ‘The brown fonr-yoar-auld's milk is 
not seiled yet, nor the howics jmt uj) on tlio 
hink. If ye neglect >oiir warldly duties in the 
day of affliction, what confidence have i that ye 
mind the gi*ealer matteis that concern salvation? 
God knows, our bowics, and our pipkins, and 
our draj)s o’ milk, and our bits o’ biead, aio 
iieaier and dearer to us than the bread of life ! ’ 

Jeanie, not unpleased to hear her father’s 
thoughts tliiis oxx>and themsehes beyond the 
sphere of his immediate distress, obeyed him, 
and x>roceeded to jmt her household matters in 
order ; while old David moved Ironi place to 
place about bis ordinary employments, scarce 
showing, unless by a nervous impatience at re- 
maining long stationaiy, an occasional convulsive 
sigh, or twinkle of tho eyelid, that he was labour- 
ing under the yoke of such hitter affliction. 

The hour of noon (‘ame on, and tho father and 
child sat dow n to their homely repast. In liis 
l)etition for a blessing on tho meal, the poor old 
man added to his suxqdicatiou, a prayer that tho 
bread eaten in sadness of heart, and the bitter 
waters of Marah, might bo made as nourishing 
as those which had been poured forth from a 
full cup and a })lciitiful basket and store; and 
having concluded his benediction, and resumed 
the bonnet wdiich ho had laid ‘reverently aside,* 
he proceeded to exhort his daughter to cat, not 
by e\amj)lc, indeed, but at least by prccci)t. 

‘The man after God a own heart,’ he said, 
‘washed and miointcd himself, and did eat 
bread, in order to cxpiess his submission under 
a disx)cnsatiou of Bulfering, and it did not l)ecome 
a Ghiistian man or woman so to cling to creature- 
comforts of wife or bairns’ — (here the words 
became too great, os it were, for his utterdiice), — - 
‘ as to forget the first duty, — submission to the 
divine will.' 

T(> add force to his precept, he took a moiwcl 
on his xdate, but nature proved too strong even 
for the powerful feelings with wliich he endca- 
V oured to bridle it. Ashamed of his weakness, 
ho started up, and ran out of tho house, -wdlh 
haste very unlike tho doliheraiion of his usual 
movements. In less than five minutes he re- 
turned, having successfully struggled to recover 
his ordinary composure of mind and counten- 
ance, and affected to colour over his late retreat, 
by muttering that he thouglit he heard the 
* young staig loose in the byre.’ 

He aid not again trust himself with the sub- 
ject of his former conversation, and his daughter 
was glad to see that he scorned to avoid further 
discourse on that agitating topic. The hours 
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glided OH; an on must and do paee, whether 
\vinged with loy or laden with affliction.* The 
sun sot boyond the dusky eminence of ilie Castle 
and the screen of western hills, and the close 
of evening summoned David Deans and his 
daughter to the family duty of the night. It 
came bitteily upon Jeanie's recollection, how 
often, when the Jiour of woiship approached, she 
used to watch the lengthening bhadows, and look 
out from the door ot the house, to see if she 
rouhl spy her sister’s return homeward. Alas ! 
this idle and thonj^litless waste of time, to what 
evils hacl it not iiually led ? and was she alto- 
gether guiltless, who, noticing EfRe’s turn to idle 
and light soeioty, had not called in Tier father’s 
authority to mstiaiii hfrt — But 1 acted for the 
best, she again rellected, and who could liavo 
expected such a growth of evil, fiom one grain 
ol human leaven, in a disposition m) Iduil, and 
(*andid, and geiicioiis ^ 

As they sat down to the ^exeieise,* as it is 
called, a chair lia}>])ene(l aeddentally to stand in 
the place which Ellie usually occupied. David 
Deans saw his daughter’s eyes swim in tears 
as they were directed towards this object, and 
2 )uslieu it aside, with a gesture of sumo im- 
2 >ationco, as if desirous to destroy every memorial 
of earthly interest wlieii about to address tlie 
Deity. The })oitioii of Scripture was read, the 
2 )salm was sung, the prayer w^as made ; and it was 
remarkable that, in dischaiging these duties, the 
old man avoide(l all }iassages and exprebsions, of 
which Scripture atfords so many, that miglit bo 
considered as applicable to his own domestic mis- 
fortune. In doing so, it w^as ^leihaijs his iuteu- 
tioii to spare the iecliiigs of his daughter, as well 
as to maintain, in outward show at least, that 
stoical appearance ol patient endurance of all the 
evil which earth eoiud bring, which was in his 
opliiioii osbentidl lo the chaiactcr of one who 
rated all earthly things at tlioir just estimate of 
nothiuguesj. When he had finished the duty of 
the evening, ho cain(‘ up to his daughter, wished 
her good-night, and, having done so, continued 
to hold her by the bands for half a minute; then 
drawing her tow^ards him, kissed her forchea<l, 
ami ejaculated, *The God of Israel bless you, even 
with the blushing of the iwomise, my dear bairn ! ’ 

It was not either in the natuie or habits of 
David Deans to seem a fond father ; nor wa^ he 
often obstTVed to ex]>eiionee, or at least to evince, 
that fulness of the iLeart w'hich seeks to expand 
itself in tender expressions or cart'sses even to 
those who were dcaicst to him. On the contrary, 
he used to censuio this as a degree of weakness 
in several of his neighboiiis, and particularly in 
• iKior widow Butler. It followed, however, from 
the rarity of such emotions in this aclf-deuied 
and reserved man, that his children attached to 
oooasional marks of his afleetion and approbation 
"^a degree of high interest and solemnity ; well 
oqnsmering them as evidences of teclings whicli 
were only expressed when tliey becAme too in- 
tense for suppression or eoncealmont. 

With deoj) emotion, tlierefore, did ho bestow, 
^and his daughter receive, this benediction and 
caress, * And you, my dear father,* ex- 
Jeauie, when the door had closed upon 
^th\!^tieraMejold man^ 'may yon have purchased 
multiplied upott you— 


upon who walk in this World as though yon 
were not of the world, and hold all that it esu 
give or take away but ks the midges that the sun- 
blink brings out, and the evening wind sweeps 
aw'ay ! * 

She now made preparation for her night-walk. 
Her father slept in anotlier part of the dwelling, 
and, regular in all his habits, seldom or never left 
liiH ai)ariuieiit wdieii ho liad betaken himself to 
it for the evening. It was therefore easy for her 
to leave the house unobsci'vcd, so soon as the 
time ap 2 >roaehcd at which she was to keep her 
a[>poiiitnicnt. But the step she was about to 
takeliad diflicnlties and terrora in her own eyes, 
though she had no reason to ap2)rehend lier 
father’s interference. Her life had been siieUt in 
the quiet, uniform, and regular seclusion of their 

] >eaccful and monotoiious household. The very 
lour whieh some damsels of the present day, as 
w^ell of her own as ot higher degree, w'ould con- 
sider as tile natural })euo(l of commeueing an 
evening of jdcasure, brought, in her opinion, awe 
and solemnity in it ; and the losoliiiion she had 
taken had a strange, daring, and adventurous 
character, to whieh she could hardly reconcile^ 
herself wlien the moment aiiprooched for putting* 
it into execution. Her hands tieniblcd as she 
snooded her fair hair beneath the riband, then 
the only ornament or cover which young un- 
married w'omen wwo on their head, and as she 
aiyustod the scarlet tartan screen or muffler made 
of plaid, which the Scottish women wore, much 
in the fashion of the black silk veils still a part 
of female dress in tlie Ncthei lands. A sense of 
impropriety as well as of danger pressed upon 
her, as she lifted the latch of lier ])aternal man- 
sion to leave it on so wild an exjKidition, and at 
so late an hour, unprotected, and without the 
knowdedge of lier natuial guardian. 

When she found herself abroad and in the 
ojien fields, additional subjects of nppreheusion 
crowded upon her. The dim elills amj soaticred 
locks, inteis^iersed with greensward, through 
which she liad to })ass to the place of apjioiiit- 
meiit, as they glimmcied before lier in a clear 
autumn night, leealled to her memory many a 
deed of violence, which, ar cording to Iraditioii, 
liad been done and snilcied among them. In 
eailier days they had been the haunt of robbers 
and assassins, the inouioiy of whose cidmes is 
]>rescrvcd in the various edict s which the oouncil 
of the city, and even the pailiamcn/' of Scotland, 
had }>asscd for dispersing their bands, and ensur- 
ing safety lo the lieges, so near the 2)recihots of 
the city. The names of these criminals, and of 
their atrocities, were still remembered in tradi- 
tions of the scattered cottages and the neighbour- 
ing suburb. In latter times, as w^e have already 
noticed, the sequestered and broken oharaetei' of 
the ground renaered it a fit tbeaf^re for duels and 
1 encounters among the fiery yoiUh of the period. 
Two or three of these incidents, all sanguinary, 
and one of them fatal in its termination, had 
liap2S3ned since Deans came to live at Saint Leon* 
aru’s. His dangler’s recollections, there^re, 
wove of blood andliorror as she pursued the small, 
^carce-t^aokpd, solitary path, every step of which 
conveyed her to a greater distance from help, and 
deeper into the ominous seclusion of these uui 
hallowed precincts, 



TBB HEART 0^' MW-LOTH/AH 


As the moon began to peer forth on the scene 
Witii doubtful, flitting, and solemn light, 
jeanio’s apprehensions took another turn, too 
peculiar *to her rank and country to remain 
unnoticed. But to trace its origin will require 
another chapter. 


CIIAPTMR XTl\ 

* The spiiit I have seen 

May be the devil ; and the devil has jinwt r 
To assiune a pleasing shape. 

ilAMii r. 

Witchohaft and dcmoiiologj , as wc liave 
already had occasion to rcinaik, weic at this 
period believed in by almost all tanks, but more 
especially among the shieter classes of Presby- 
teriaiis, whoso government, wlien their ])aii:y 
were at the head of the state, had beett much 
sullied by thefr eagerness to inquiio into and 
persecute these imaginary eiimes. Kow, in this 
point of view also. Saint Leonaid’H Ciags and the 
adjacent Chase were a dreaded and ill-rejiuted dis- 
trict. Not only lunl witches lield their meetings 
there, but even of very late years tlie outhiisiast 
or impostor, nioiitioued in the Panda tnomum of 
Kicbard Bovet, (Tcntlenian/ Inwi, among the re- 
cesses of these romanth* clitfs, found his way into 
llio liiddeii retreats wheie the fairies revel lu the 
bowels of the earth. 

With all these legends Jeaiiie Deans was too 
well acquainted, to escape that strong impression 
which they usually make on the imagination. 
Indeed, relations of this ghostly kind hod been 
fainilidr to lier from her infancy, for they wTie 
the only relief which her Idther’s conversation 
alforded from controversial aigument, or the 
gloomy history of the strivings and b'stimonies, 
escapes, captures, tortures, and executions of 
those martyrs of the Covenant, with whom it was 
his chiofeBr boast to say lie had been acquainted. 
In the recesses of mountains, in caverns, and in 
morasses, V) which these persecuted enthusiasts 
were so ruthlessly pursued, they conceived they 
had often to contend with the visible assaults of 
the Enemy of mankiml, as in the cities, and in 
the cultivated (ields, they were ox]»osed to those 
of tlie tyrannical goveimuciil and their sohUeiy. 
Such were the terrois whieli made one of their 
gifted seers o|cl^m, when liLs companion re- 
turned to him, after having left him alone in a 
haunted cavern in Soru in Calloway, ‘ It is hard 
living in this world- -inearaato devils above the 
earth, aud devils under the earth ! Satan has 
been here since ye went away, but I liave dis- 
missed him by resistance ; we will be no moi*o 
troubled with him this night.’ David Deans 
believed this, and many other such ghostly en- 
counters and victories*, on tlie faith ol the Ansars, 
or auxiliaries of the banished prophets. This 
event was beyond David’s remoiuhranoe. But 
he used to tell with great awe, yet not without a 
feeling of proud superiority to his auditors, how 
he himsclthad been present at a flcld-raeeting at 
Oroohmadie, when the duty of the day was inte»’- 
ruptad by the apparition of a tall black man, 
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who, in the act of crossing a ford to join the 
congregation, lost ground, and was carried down 
apparently by the force of the stream. All wei'e 
instantly at worj: to assist him, but wdth so little 
success, that ten or twelve stout men, who had 
hold of the rope wdiich they liad cast in to his 
aid, weie rather in danger to l)e dragged into the 
stream, and lose their own lives, than likely to 
save that of the sup])ospd perishing man. , ‘But 
famous John St*mj»le of Carsphani, ’ David Dean^ 
used to say with exultation, ‘saw the whaup in 
the rape. -“Quit the rope,” he erie<l to us (for 
1 that was but a callant had a hand o' the rape 
tuyseV), “it is the Gi(‘Lit Enemy ! he will hum, 
but not drown ; his design is to disturb the good 
walk, by raising wonder and confusion in your 
minds ; to put off from your spiiits all that ye 
line beard and felt.” — Sac we let go the ra|>e,’ said 
David, ‘ and ho went adt>w n the w ater sereeching 
and bullering like a bull of Ba.sban, as he’s ea’d 
in Seiipture.’ + 

Trained in those and similar legends, it was 
no W'onder that Jeauio began to feel an ill-defined 
ajqirehension, not merely of the phantoms which 
might be.sei her w^ay, l)ut of the quality, nature, 
and 2nir])o.se of the being wlio had thus appointed 
lier a meeting, at a ]>lac*e and hour of horror, and 
at a time w-hcii her mind must bo neeessaiily full 
of those tempting and ensnaring thoughts of 
giief and des])air, which were supi)osed to lay 
sufferers particularly open to the temjdations of 
the Evil One. II such an idea had crossed even 
r>ut lei’s wcdl-iufoimed mind, it was calculated 
to make a much stronger imiiression upon hers. 
Yet firmly believing the iiossibility of an en- 
counter so terrible to flesli and blood, Jeonio, 
with a degree of rosolniion ol which wo cannot 
sufliciently estimate the merit, because the iu- 
ciedulity of the age has ren dried us strangers to 
the nature and extent of her feelings, iiersovered 
ill her determination not to omit an opjiortnnity 
of doing something towrards saving her sister, 
although, in the attemi)t to avail herself of it, 
she might be exposed to dangers so dreadful to 
her invagination. So, like Christiana in the 
Pilgrim’s Progress, when travel sing with a timid 
yet resolved step the terrors of the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, she glided on by rock and 
stone, ‘nowr in glimmer and now in gloom,’ as 
her 2)ath lay ihiough moonlight or shadow, and 
endeavoured to overpow^er the suggestions of fear, 
.-jometimes by fixing her mind unon the distressed 
condition of lier sister, and the duty she lay 
under to afford her aid, should that be in her 
l>ow'er ; and more frequently by recurring in 
mental prayer to the protection of that Beings to 
whom night is as noonday. 

Thus drowning at one time her fears by fixing 
her mind on a subject of overpowering interest, 
and arguing them down at others by referring 
herself to the protection of the Deity, she at 
length approached the place assigned for this 
mysterious conference. 

It was situated in the depth of the valley be- 
hind Salisbury Crags, which has for a background 
the north-western shoulder of the mountain 
called Arthur’s Scat, on whose descent still re- 
Z ^ 

t Nota J. Intercourse of the Covenanters ' with tile 
invisible wortd. 
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main tha mins of 'what 'was once a ohapel, or 
hermitage^ dedicated to St Anthony the Eramite, 
A better site for such a building could hardly 
have been selected; for the chapel, situated 
among the riulo and pathless cliits, lies in a 
desert, even in the immediate vicinity of a rich, 
populous, and tumultuous canital ; and the hum 
of the city might mingle Avitii tlio orisons of the 
recluses, convoying as little of worldly interest 
as if it had been the roar of the distant ocean. 
Beneath the steep ascent on wliicli these ridns 
are still visible, was, and ])erhaps is still pointed 
out, the place where the wretch Nichol Musehat, 
who has been already mentioned in tliese pages, 
had closed a long seeno of cruelty towards his 
unfortunate wife, by murdering her, witli cb’cnm- 
stancos of uncommon barbarity. * The c 'cecration 
in which the man’s crime was held extended 
itself to the place wheie it was perpetrated, whidi 
was marked by a small cdirix^ or lieap of atones, 
Composed of thosu which each chance msseuger 
had thrown there in testimony of almorrence, 
and on the principle, it would seem, of the aneient 
British malediction, ' May you have a cairn for 
your burial-place ! ’ 

As our heroine approaclicd this ominous and 
unhallowed .spot, sho jmused and looked to the 
moon, now rising broad in the north-east, and 
shedding a more distinct light than it had 
afforded during her walk thither. Eyeing the 
planet for a moment, she then slowly and fear- 
fully turned her head towards the cairn, from 
which it was at first averted. Sho was at hrst 
disappointed. Nothing was visible beside the 
little pile of stones, which shone gicy in the 
moonlight. A multitude of confused suggestions 
mshed on her mind. Had her correspondent 
deceived her, and broken his appointment* — 
was he too tardy at the appointment ho had 
made? — or had some strange turn of fate pre- 
vented him from appeal ing as ho proposed ?--or, 
if he were an unearthly being, as her secret 
apprehensions suggested, was it his object merely 
to delude her with false hopes, aufl put her to 
unnecessary toil and tenor, accoiding to Iho 
nature, as she had heard, of those wandeung 
demons’ — or did he purpose to blast lier wiWi 
the sudden horrors of liis jiresence when she lia<l 
come close to the place of rendezvous? These 
anxious reflections aid not prevent her approach- 
ing to the cairn \Mth a pace that, thoiigli slow, 
was determined. 

When she was within tw(» yards of the heap of 
stones, a figure rose suddenly up from hehiiid it, 
and Jeauie scarce Ibrchoic to scream aloud at 
what seemed the realization of the most frightful 
of her anticipations. She constrained hei.sclf 
to silence, however, and, making a dead pause, 
Suilferod the figure to open the conversation, 
which bo did by asking, in a voice vihicli agita- 
tion rendered tremulous and hollow, ‘Are you 
the sistot of that ill-fated young woman ? ' 

H am— I am the sister of Kfiie Deans'* cx- 
ollinci^ea Jennie. ‘ And as ever you hope God will 
it^ yon your need, tell me, if you can tell, 
bo done to savo her ! ’ 

j , ^lao hope God will hear me at my need,* 
eingnlar answer* * I do not deserve - X 



do not exp^the will/ This desperate labgnoga 
he uttered in a tone oalmor than that whiob 
he had at first spoken, probably beoaOa^ the 
shock of first adefrossing nor was Wbat he fblt 
most difficult to Overcome. Jeanio remained 
mute with horror to hear language expressed so 
utterly foreign to all which she had ever been ao- 
r£uainted with, that it sounded in her ears rather 
like that of a fiend than of a human being. The 
.stranger jmrsiied his address to lier, without seem* 
ing to notice her surprise,. ‘ Vou see beibre you 
a wretch, predesiiiie<I to evil hero and hereafter** 

‘ For the sake of Heaven, that hoais and sees 
ns,* said Joanie, ‘dinua speak in this desperate 
fashion ! The gospel is sent to the ohiof of sinners 
— to the most miserable among the miserable.* 

‘ Then should 1 have my own share therein,* 
b:iid the stranger, ‘if you call it sinful to have 
been the destniction of tho mother that bore mo 
- of tho friend that loved me — of the womau 
that trusted me - of tho innocent child that was 
hoi 11 to mo..f If to liave done all this is to bo a 
.sinner, and survive it is to bo miserable, then am 
I most guilty and most miserable indeed.’ 

* Then you are the wicked cause of my sister^S 
ruin f * said Jeanie, witli a natural touch of in- 
dignation exfircssed in her tone of voice. 

‘Curse me for it, if you will,' said the stranger ; 

* I have well deserved it at your hand.’ 

‘It is fitter for me,’ said Jeanie, ‘to pray to 
God to forgive you.* 

‘ Do as you will, how you will, or what you 
will,* ho replied, with vehemence ; ‘ only promise 
to oliey my directions, and save your sister's life.* 

‘1 must first know,’ said Jeanie, ‘the means 
you would have me use in her behalf.* 

‘ No you mimt first swear — solemnly swear, 
that you will employ them when I make them 
known to you.* 

* Surely it is needless to sw'car that I will do 

all that IS lawful to a Christian to save the life 
of my sister i * '' 

‘I will have no reservation’* thundered tho 
stiMiiger; ‘lawful or unlawful, Cl^stiau or 
heathen, you shall swear to do my best, and act 
by my counsel, or — ^you lit tie know whose wrath 
you provoke ’ * 

‘I will think on what you have said,* said 
Jeanie, v\1io began to get much alarmed at the 
fiantic vehenieiieo of liLs manner, and disputed 
in her own mind wdicther she a|k>ke to a maniac, 
or an apostate spirit incarnate — ‘fwill think on 
what you say, and let yon ken to-morrow.* 

‘To-inorrow' ’ ’ exclaimed tho man, with a laugh 
ofscorn.— ‘ And where will I be to-monw or 
wdierc vnll you he to-night, unless you cfwear to 
walk by my counsel ?— there w’as one accursed 
deed done at this spot before now; and there 
shall bo anotlier to match it, uuless you yield up 
to my guidance body aTuksOul.* 

As ho spoke, lie offered a pistol at thb tinfor; 
tnuatfj young woman. Sho neither fled »or 
fainted, hut sunk on her knees, and asked him 
to spore her life. 

‘ Is that all you have to say t* sMd tWtth* 
moved ruffian. 

‘ Do not dip your hands in the Wobd of d de* * 
fenceless eroature that has trusted to Slid 
Jeanie, still on her knees* ’ ‘ . 

^Is that, all you can sav Ibr todif liEbMSm 
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W |»a iproaUw to givto t— Will you destroy yoUl* • Do you thiliS: you Mil l^ctsrtiade those ho 
(istiri tod loe to shed more blood T ' are hardened in guilt to die to save another 1 --le 

* I can i^inise nothpg/ said Jeanlei * which that the reed you would lean to 1 ' 

8 unlawful 0 Christian.' . ‘But you said there was a remedy/ again 

He eot^ed the WMpon, and held it towards her. gasped out the terrified y oung woman, 

^Mlay Ood forgive yout’ she said, pressing ‘There is/ answered the stranger, ‘and it is in 
ler hands forcibly against her eyes. your own hands. Tho blow which the law aims 

* D— — i^n 1 ' muttered the man ; and, tuining cannot bo broken by directly encount^ng it, 

kside irinn her^ he uncocked the pistol, and re- but it may be tinned aside. You saw your sister 
daced it in his pocket.~‘I am a villain,’ ho during the period picceding the birth of her 
laid, ^ steeped in guilt and wretchedness, but not child — what is so natuial as that she should 
viokod enough to do you any harm ! I only have mentioned hei condition to you ? Tho 
vished to terrify you into my measures— She doing so would, os their cant goes, take the case 
lears me not — she is gone ! —Great God ! what from under the statute, for it removes the quality 
\ wretch am 1 become ! ’ of concealment. 1 know their jargon, and have 

As he spoke, she recovered herself from an had sad cause to know it; and the quality of 
igony which partook of the bitterness of death ; concealment is essential to this statutory ofience. * 
md, in a minute or tuo, through the strong Nothing is so natural as that EiBc should have 
•xeriion of her natural sense and courage, col- mentioned her condition to you — think— reflect 
ected herself sufficiently to understand he — I am positiio that she did.’ 
ntended her no personal injury. ‘ Woc^s me ! ’ said Jeanie, * she never spoke to 

‘ No 1 ’ ho repeated ; ‘ I would not add to the me on the subject, but mt sorely when I spoke 
nuider of your sister, and of her child, that of to her about lier altered looks, and tho change 
bny, one belonging to her*— Mad, frantic, as 1 on her si>irits.’ 

im, and unrestrained by either ffiar or mercy, ‘ You asked her questions on the subject ? ’ ho 
dven up to the possession of an evil being, and said eagerly. ‘You nimt lemcmber her answer 
orsaken by all that is good, I w'ould not hurt you, was, a confession that she had been ruined by a 
vere the world offered mo for a bribe ! But, for villain — yes, lay a strong emphasis on that— a 
:ho sake of all that is dear to you, swear you will cruel, false villain, call it— any other name is un- 
bllow my counsel. Take this weapon, shoot me necessary ; and that she bore under her bosom 
;hrough the head, and with your own hand revenge tho consequences of his guilt and her folly ; and 
rour sister’s wrong, only follow the course-- that he had assured her ho would provide safely for 
he only course, by which her life can be saved.’ her approaching illness. —'Well be kept his woid 1 ' 

‘ Alas ! is she innocent or guilty « ’ These last words he spoke as if it v pro to himself. 

‘She is guiltless — ^guiltless of eveiy thing, but and with a violent gcstiiie of sclf-accusation, and 
)f having trusted a villain I — Yet, had it not then calmly proceeded, ‘ You will remember all 
icon for those that were worse than I am— yes, this ? — That is all that is necessary to be said,' 
vorse than I am, though I am bad indeed — this ‘But 1 cannot lemcmber,’ answered Jeanie, 

nbory had not befallen.’ . with simplicity, ‘that which Efiie never told me.' 

‘And my sister’s child — does it live?* said ‘Are you so dull — so very dull of appreheu- 
Feanie. sion ^ ’ he exclaimed, suddenly grasping her arm, 

‘ No ; it was murdered — the new-born infant and holding it firm in his hand. ‘ 1 tell you ' 
vas barbarously murdered,’ ho uttered in a low, (speaking between bis teeth, and under his 
ret stem and sustained voice ; — ‘but,’ he added breath, but with great energy), ‘yon must re- 
lastily, *not by her knowledge or consent.' membei that she told you all this, whether she 
' Then, whv cannot the guilty bo brought to ever said a syllable of it or no. You must icpeat 
ustioe, and the innocent freed this tale, in which there is no falsehood, except 

‘ Torment me not with questions which can in so far as it was not told to you, before these 
lerve no purpose,’ he sternly replied. — * The deed Justices — Justiciaiy — whatever they call their 
vas done by those who are far enough from bloodthirsty court, and save your sister from 
mrsmtj and s^ enough from discovciy ^ — No being muracred, and them from becoming mur- 
>ne can save^me but yourself.’ dereis, Do not hesitate — I pledge life und 

‘ Woe’s me ! how is it in my power ? ’ asked salvation, that in sayiug what 1 have aaid, you 
Feanie, in <lespoiidency. will only speak tho sim]^e tmth.’ 

‘ Hearl^n to mo »— You have sense— you can ‘ But,* replied Jeanie, whose judgment was too 

apprehend my meaning— 1 will trust you. Your accurate not to see tho sophistry of this argu- 
lister is innocent of tho crime charged against ment, ‘ 1 shall be man-sworn in the very thing 
jer*— . in which my testimony is wanted, for it is the 

* Thank God for that ! ’ said Jeanie. concealment for which poor Effie is blamed, and 

^ f Se still and hearken 1— The person who as- you would make me tell a falsehood anent It/ 
listed her in her illness murdered the child ; but ‘ 1 see,' he said, ‘ my first suspicions of you 
t^asWitiiiout the mother's knowledge or consent, were right, and that you will let your sister, 
«-She iA therefore guiltless, as guiltless as the innocent, fair, and guiltless, except in trusting a' 
mhappy innocent, that but gasped a few minutes 'villain, die the death of a murderess, rather than 
xk this imhappy world — ^the better was its hap to bestow the breath of your mouth and the sound 
le do soq^at redt. She is innocent as that infant, of your voice to save her/ 

kdd yht dho must die— it is impossible to clear ‘ I wad ware the liest blood in my body to 
lemiholawt' keep her scaithless,’ said Jeanie, imping in 

^Oahnot the wretches be discovered, wd givexi ■ ■ ■ *■ - 

ipt^punUun^ *Not»K. chWiMtirilea 
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i^ic»y« *t>ut i canna change right Iwitqi^ 

0>^ make that tt‘ue wliieh is false/ 

* hard-hearted girl/ said the stranger. 

*'are you afraid of what they may do to you I l 
tell you, even the retainers of the law, who oourso 
life as greyhounds do hares, will rejoioe at the 
escape of a creature so young — so hoautihil ; that 
they will not suspect your tale ; that, if they did 
SU8i)ect it, they would consider you as deserving, 
not only of forgiveness, but of praise for your 
natural affection/ 

'It is not man I fear,’ said Jeauie, looking 
upward ; ‘the God whoso name I must call on to* 
witness the truth of what I say, he will know 
the falsehood/ 

‘And ho will know the motive,* said the 
stranger eagoily ; ‘ho will know that you are 
doing this— not for lucre of gain, but to save the 
life of the innocent, and prevent the commisaloii 
of a worse crime than that wdiich the Uw seeks 
to avenge/ 

‘He has given us a law,’ said Jeanic, ‘for the 
lamp of our path ; if we stray from it wc err 
against knowledge —I may not do evil, even tliat 
good may come out of it. But you — ^you that 
ken all tliis to bo true, which I must take on 
your w'ord— you that, if I understood what you 
said e’en now, promised her shelter and piotcc- 
tion in her travail, why do not yov step forward^ 
and boar leal and soothfast evidence in her 
behalf, as ye may with a clear conscience * ’ 

‘ To whom do you talk of a clear conscience, 
woman ^ ’ said he, with a sudden fierceness winch 
renewed her tenors, — ‘to have not known 

one for many a year. Bear witness in liei 
behalf^ — a proper witness, that even to speak 
these few words to a woman of so little conse- 
quence as yourself, must clmosc such an hour 
and such a place as this. When you see owls 
and bats fiy abioad, like larks, in the sunshine, 
you may expect to see such as I am in the 
assemblies of men. — Hush— listen to that,’ 

A voice was heard to sing one of those wild 
and monotonous strains so common in Scotland, 
and to which the natives of that country chant 
their old ballads. Tlie sound ceased — then came 
rearer, and was renewed ; the stranger listened 
attentively, still holding Jeanie by tlie arm (as 
she stood by him in motionless torroil, as if to 
prevent her interrupting the strain by speaking 
or stimng. When the sounds were renewed, the 
words were distinctly audible : 

*When the glede’b in the blue cloud, 

1 be lavrock lie^ still , 

When the hound s in the green-wood. 

The hind keeps the hill.^ 

TilO person who sung kept a stiained and power- 
liU voice at its highest pitch, so tliat it could be 
hwd at a very coasiderabh* listance. As the 
song oCaaed, they might hear a stiAed sound, as 
(rf and whispers of persons a]>pi*oaching 
The song was again raised, but the tune 
ob^Agad : 

ye sound, Sir James, she said, 
i ye a«M rise and ride? 

^ Taere'f tweary inen, wi’ bow and Made, 

/if . ^ Maag whete ye bMe.’ 

aaid the atafiger; 
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your ehiter*# ^ ' 

saying, Ue turned wm her," eh 
yet cautioutly houeleaB etep, 
darkness on the side most romoh 
sounds which they heard apM 
soon lost to her sight. JeaniC remained w 
cairn, terrified beyond expression, and UhC^rwi 
whether she ought to fly homeward all tto 
speed she could exert, or wait the anpr<sMh of 
tliose who were advancing towards her. Th|a 
uiieeitainiy detained her so long, that 0^0 
distinctly saw two or three fibres alr^y so 
near to her, tliat a precipitate flif^ht Would have 
been equally fruitless and impoiitio. 


CHAPTER XV. 

— — .She speaks things in doubt, 

That carry hut half sense ; her speech is nothing, 

Yet the unshaped use of it doth move 
The hearers to collection ; they aim at it, 

And botch the words up to fit theii own thoughts. 

Likk the digressive poet Ariosto, I find myself 
under the necessity of connecting the branches 
of my story, by faking up the adventuies of 
another of the eliaracteis, and bringing them 
down to the point at which we have left those of 
Jeanie Deans. It is not, perhaps, the most 
artificial way of telling a story, but it has the 
advantage of sparing the necessity of resuming 
wliat a knitter (if stocking-looms have left such 
a person in the land) might call our ‘dropped 
stitches ; ’ a labour in whieri the author generally 
toils much, without getting credit for his pains. 

‘ 1 could risk a sma’ wad,’ said the clerk to the 
magistrate, ‘that this rascal Kateliffe, if ho were 
ensured of lus neck’s safety, could do more thau 
ony ten of our police-people and constables to 
help us to got out of tins scrape of Porteous’s. 
He is weel acquent wi’ a’ the smuggleffe, thieves, 
and b<anditti about Kdmburgh ; and, indeed, he 
may be called the lather of a’ the nylsdoers in 
Scotland, for lie has jHissod amSiig them for these 
twenty years by the name of Daddie Rat.* 

‘A boniiie soil of a scoundiel,’ replied tlie 
magistrate, * to expect a place under the city ! ‘ 

‘ Begging your honour’s pardon,’ said the oity’a 
])roeurator-fiscal, upon wliom the duties of super- 
inUmdent of police devolved, *iCr. Faii^orieve is 
jierfectly in the light. It is lust Sic as 
that the town needs in my department f a&’ if 
sao bo that he’s disposed to turn his knowledge 
to the city service, ye’ll no find a better man.^ 
Ye’ll get nae saints to bo soarohers iov un« 
enstomed goods, or for thieves and 
and your decent sort of men, religious pgpofbSSdVS^ 
and broken tradesmen, that are put ptoths 
o’ sic trust, can do nao gude avA. ita 

feared for this, and they ai‘e scrutmlowl fdmnt 
that, and they arena free to tell a ue^^(l' 
may be for the benefit of the oity:tA 
diuna like to be out at irragnlar hours, i 
dark cauld night, and they like a (Aoi 
crown fhr waur ; and sae betwe# . 

God, and the that o’ man, a^ " “ “ " 
a sair throat, or sa^r hanes» ^ 

filf Wai^^ I 

whies, 
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B^mmi ilMit'a ttiff and pnir ihllow, 

m^)n|:ti i: W0XI o’ tliem ; for he never heel ony 
IbiiKMi fifi#meO| or doubts, or oonsoienoe, about 
0 ti|]| 1 ;y% yOhr honours bade him.' 

* He wee a servant o' the town,* said the 
beUle, * thotll^ ho was an ower free-living man. 
But ii you really think this lascal Ratcline could 
do ttS ony service in discovering these male- 
feu^toib, X would ensure him life, reward, and 
uromotion* It's an awsomo thing this mischanoo 
lor the city, Mr. Fairscrieve. It will be very ill 
ta^ wi* abuno stairs. Queen Caroline, God bless 
her 1 is a woman — at least I judge sae, and it’s 
ifiae treason to speak my mind sao far — and ye 
maybe ken as weel as 1 do, for ye hao a house- 
keeper, though ye arena a married man, that 
women are wilhi', and downa hide a slight. And 
it wilt sound ill in her cats, that sic a confused 
mistake suld come to pass, and naebody sae 
mucklc os to be put into the Tolbootli about it.' 

‘tf ye thought that, sir,* said the procurator- 
fiscal, ‘wo could easily clap into the prison a 
few blackguards upon suspicion. It will liave 
a gude active look, and 1 hae aye plenty on my 
list, that wadna be a liair the waur of a week or 
tWa’s impnaonment; and if yo thought it no 
strictly just, yo could ho just the easier wi* them 
the neist time they did onything to deserve it; 
they arena the sort to he lang o* gieing ye an oppor- 
tunity to clear scores wi* them on that account.' 

' I doubt that will hardly do in this case, Mr. 
Sharpitlaw,* returned the town-clork; * they’ll 
run their letters,* and be adrift again, before yo 
ken where ye are.' 

‘ I 'will speak to the Lord Provost,* said the 
magistrate, ‘about Katclifib’s business. Mr. 
Bharpitlaw, you will go with me, and receive 
instructions.— Something may ho made, too, out 
of this story of Butler's and his unknown 
gontlemap — I know no business any man has 
to swaffger about in the King’s Park, and call 
himaolfthe devil, to the terror of honest folks, 
who dinna care to hoar mair about the devil 
than is said from the pulpit on the Sabbath. I 
cannot think the preacher himseP wad be head- 
ing the mob, though the time has been, they hae 
been as forwaid in a bruilzio as their neighbours.* 
*!But these times are lang by,' said Mr. 
Sharpitlaw. ‘Lx my fdthcr’s time, theio was 

g air search* for silenced ministers about the 
jw^'head and the Covenant Close, and all the 
tenta of Eedar, as they ca'd the dwellings o' 
the godly in those days, than there's now for 
tkievel and vagabonds in the Laigh Calton and 
the back 0 ^ the Canongate. But that time’s 
weel by, an it bide. And if the bailie will get 
me ditections and authority from the provost, 
ril kpw wi* Daddie Rat mysel’ ; for I'm think- 
ingjrll^tnake mair out o* him than ye’ll do.* 

Mir, itlaw, being necessarily a man of 
h!|i|h was accordingly empowered, in the 
ennnte^ia tl^e day, to m&e each arrangements 
seem m the emergen^ most advau- 
' " ► ilia Good Town. He went to the 

^ n Wi ^ Ratdi^ in private. 

of a jpdfi^olloer and a 
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professed' thief bear a different complexion, 
according to oiroumiifianees. Tlio most obvious 
simile oi a hawk pouncing upon his prey is 
often least applicable. Sometimes the guardian 
of justice has the air of a oat watching a mouse, 
and, while ho suspends Ins purpose ol springing 
upon the pilferer, takes care so to calctilate hie 
motions that he blull not get beyond his power. 
Sometimes, more passive still, ho uses the art 
of fascination ascribed to the lattlesnake, and 
contents himself with glaiing on the victim, 
through all his devious flultin mgs ; cortaih that 
his terror, confusion, and disordi'r of ideas, will 
bring him into his jaws at last. The interview 
between Rateliffo and Shaipjtlaw had an aspect 
different fiom all these. Tliey sat lor five 
minutes silent, on opposite sides of a small 
table, and looked iixedly at eiwh other, with a 
sharp, knowdiig, and aleit cast of countenance, 
not uiimingled with an inclination to laugh, ana 
resembled more tlian anything else, two dogs, 
who, preparing for a game at romps, are seen to 
couch down, and leinain in that postiiro for a 
little time, watching each olhei's movements, 
and waiting which shall begin the game. 

‘So, Mr. RatoJiffc,' said the ofii(‘er, conceiving 
it suited his dignity to speak fiist, ‘you give 
up business, 1 find ? ^ 

‘Yes, sir,* xoplied Ratcliffe ; ‘I shall he on 
that lay nae inuir — and I think that will save 
yom* folk some trouble, Mr. Shaipitlaw?’ 

‘Which Jock Dalgleish’ (then finisher of the 
lawt in the Scottish motiopolis) *wad save 
them as easily,* returned the piociirator-fiscal. 

*Ay ; if I waited in the Tolbooth hero to 
have him fit my cravat — but that's an idle way 
o’ speaking, Mr. Sharpitlaw.' 

‘Why, I suppose you know you arc umj^r 
sentence of death, Mr. Rateliffo?’ replied Mr. 
Sharpitlaw. 

‘Ay, so are a’, as that worthy minister said 
m the Tolbooth Kirk the day Robertson \iau 
off ; but naebody kens when it will be executed. 
Gude faith, ho had better reason to say sae than 
ho dreamed of, before the play was played out 
that morning 1 * 

‘This Robertson,' said Shaipitlaw, in a lower 
and something like a confidential tone, 'd’yo 
ken, Rat— that is, cun yo gio us ony inkling 
where he is to bo heard toll o' ? ’ 

‘Troth, Mr. Sharpitlaw, I’ll be frank vri* ye ; 
Robertson is rather a cut abune mo^ ivlld 
deevil he was, and mony a daft prank he played 
but except the collector’s job tliat Wi&nx led* 
him into, and some tuilzies about mn goods wi’ 
the gaugers and the waiters, ho never did ony- 
thing that camo near oui* line o’ business,* 

* Umph 1 that’s singular, considering the eom- 
pany ho kept.* 

‘Fact, upon my honour and credit,’ said 
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Ualdiiro gravoly. * Ho kcoj>it out o* our little 
bits of fttfairs, and that’s niair than ^Vil8on did ; 

1 liao dune business wi’ Wilson aforo now. Hut 
the lad will eomc on in time ; there’s nao fear o* 
him ; naobudy will live the life ho has Ictl, but 
what he’ll como to sooner or later.’ 

' Who or what is lie, JlatclilTo 'i you know, I 
suppose?’ said Sharpitlaw. 

'He’s better born, 1 judge, tliau he cares to 
let oil ; he’s heeii a soldier, and he lias been a 
iday-actor, and 1 Avatna what he has heeii or 
hasna been, fur as young las he is, sac lliat it, 
had daffing and nonsense about it.’ 

' Pretty pranks he lias played in his time, I 
supjiose ?*’ 

‘ ye may .say that,’ said Ratclilfe, with a 
sardonic smile; ‘and’ f touching hit. nose) ‘a 
deevil amaiig the lasses.’ 

‘Like enough,’ said SharpitlaAV. 'Wool, 
Ratclittc, I’ll no staml nifforing ye ; ye ken 
the way that favoui’.s gotten in my ollu-e ; yc 
jiiaun be usefu’.’ 

'Certainly, sir, to the best of my power - 
iiaothiiig for naetliing- 1 ken the rule of the 
ollice,’ said the cv-denredator. 

'Now the ])rincipal thing in hand e’en now,’ 
Slid the oflieial person, ‘is this job of Porteous’.s ; 
an ye can gie us a lift— why, the inner turnkey’s 
<»niec to begin wi’, and the ca})tainship in time 
— yo understand my meaning?’ 

, ' Aj’, troth do I, sir ; a wink’s as glide as a 
nod to a bliml horse ; but Jo<‘k Portcous’s job 
— Lord hclj) ye ’ —1 Avas under seiiteneo the 
li'ilo time, (iod ’ but I eouldiia lielji laughing 
Avlien I heard Jock skilling for mercy in tlie lads’ 
hands. Moiiy a hot skin ye hae gicii me, neigh- 
bour, thought I, tak ye w’hat’s gaun ; time ahout’s 
fiir play ; ye’ll ken iioav Avliat hanging’s glide for.’ 

'Come, come, this is all nonsense, Ilat,* said 
the procurator. 'Ye caniia creep out at that 
hole, lad ; you must speak to the jinint you 
understand me -if you Avant favour ; gif-gaf 
jn?.kes glide friends, ye ken.' 

'Put jiow can 1 s])eak to the jioint, as yonr 
honour ea’s it,’ said Katcliffe demurely, and AAuth 
an air of great siiniilieit}', 'A\dicii yc ken I was 
under seiitcnci*, and in tin* .strong room a’ the 
Avhile the job uas going on ? ’ 

‘ And how can we turn ye loose ou the public 
again, Haddio Rat, unless ye do or .say some- 
thing to deserve it i ' 

‘Well, then, d — nit ! ’ answered tlie enininal, 

‘ since it maun he sae, I saAV (reordic Rohcrlsou 
among the hoys that brake the jail ; I suppose 
that Avill do me some gude ? ’ 

'That’s speaking tci the purpose, indeed,’ said 
the offiep-be,n*er ; ‘and now, Uat, where think 
yo we’ll Ihul him ? ’ 

'Deil haet o’ mo kens,’ said Ratclifre ; 'lie’ll 
no likely gang hack to ony o’ his auld hovvffs ; 
he’ll be off the eountiy by tlii.s time. He has 
gudo friends some gate or other, for a’ the life 
lie’s Jed ; he’s been avocI educate.’ 

'He'll grace the gallows the better, * said Mr. 
Sharpitlaw; 'a desperate dog, to murder an 
officer of the city for doing his duty! Wha 
kdtis wha’s turn it might bo ucxtl—But you 
' him plainly r 

' As plainly as I see yon/ 

^ f; *How was he.^^pased ? ' said Slmrpitlaw. 


* I conldna Aveel see ; somothiiig of a woman’s 
bit njutch ou his head ; but ye never saw sic a 
ca'-throw. Ano conldna liae een to a’tbing.' 

' Rut did he speak to no one?’ said ShamtlaAv* 

‘ Tliey Avcrc a' speaking and gabbling tlirough 
other,’ said Ralclitre, who was obviously un- 
Avilliug to carry his evidence further tlxan he 
eouUl possibly help. 

‘Tliis will not do, Ratclilfe,’ said the pro- 
curator ; ' you must speak out- - out — out/ tapjdng 
the table emphatically, as he repeated that 
imjiressive monosyllable. 

*Jt’s very hard, .sir,’ said the })risoQcr ; 'and 
but for the under-turnkey’s i)laco ’ 

'And the reversion of the captaincy — the 
captaincy of the Tolbooth, man — tliat is, in case 
of gudi- behaviour.’ 

‘Ay, ay,’ said Hatcliffe, ‘gude behaviour! — 
there’s the deevii. And then it’s waiting for 
dead folk’s shoon into the bargain.’ 

‘ But Robertsoii’.s head Avill weigh something,’ 
.said Sharpitlaw ; ‘ sometliing gey and heavy, 
Rat ; the toAvn maun show caiiso—tliat’s right 
and reason — and then ye’ll hae freedom to onjoy 
your g(‘ar honestly.’ 

'I dinna ken,’ .said Ratelilfe ; 'it’s a queer 
way of beginning the tratle of honesty — but deil 
ma care. Weel, then, I hoard and saw him 
.s])eak to the wench Effie Deans, that’s up there 
for child-murder.’ 

' The deil you did ! Rat, this is finding a 
mare's nest Avi’ a witnc.ss. — And the man that 
spoke to Butler in the Park, and that Avas to 
meet wi’ Joanic Deans at Muschat’s Caiim — 
Avliew ! lay that and that togotlier ! As sure as 
I live, lie’s been the father of the lassie’s wean.* 

' There hac been waur giie.sses than that. I’m 
thinking,’ observed Ratelilfe, turning his quid ol 
tobacco ill his cheek, and squirting out the juiee. 
‘ I heard something a while syne about his draw- 
ing up wd’ a bonnie quean about the Plcasaunts,* 
and that it was a’ Wilson could do to keep liim 
frac marrying her.’ 

Here a city officer entered, and told Sharpit- 
law that they had the w oman in custody Avhom 
he had directed them to bring before him. 

'It’s little matter now,’ said he, 'the thing 
is taking anotlier turn ; liowcver, George, yo 
may bring her in.’ 

The olficcr retired, and introduced, upon his 
return, a tall, strapping wenen eighteen or 
twenty, dressed fanta.stically in a sort of bluo 
riillug - jacket, with tarnished lace, her hair 
clubbed like that of a man, a Highland bonnet, 
and a bunch of broken feathers, a riding-skirt 
(or petticoat) of scarlet camlet, embroidered with 
tarnislied flow'crs. Tlcl' features were coarse and 
ma.sculiiie, yet at a little distance, by dint of 
very bright, A^’ild-looking black eyes, an aquiline 
noHO, and a commanding jirofilo, appeared rather 
liandsome. She flourished the switch she held 
in her hand, dropped a curtsey as low as a lady 
at a birth-night introduction, recovered hbrseif 
seemingly according to Touchstone’s direcHona 
to Audrey, and opened the conversation wiinout 
waiting till any questions were asked. 

' Goa gio yonr nonour gude-o’en, and mony o* 
them, bonnie Mr. Sharpitlaw 1— Gude-o’en to ye, 

* [A street in the Old Town of fidinbuq^I 



THE HEART OF MID-IOTHIAN 


213 


Daddie Ratton— they tauld me yo were hanged, 
man ; or did yo get out o' John Dalgleish's hands 
like half-hangit Maggie Dickson 1 * 

‘Whidit, ye daft jaud,’ said Ratcliffe, ‘and 
hear what's said to yo.* 

‘ Wi' a* my heart, Ration. Great preferment 
for poor Madge to ho brought up the street wi’ a 
grand man, wi* a coat a’ jMussemented wi’ worset- 
Jace, to speak wi’ provost b, and bailies, and town- 
clerks, and prokitors, at this time o’ day— and 
the hale town looking at me, too. — This is honour 
on earth for ance ! ' 

‘ Ay, Madg^’ said Mr. Sharpitlaw, in a coaxing 
tone ; ‘ and yeTO dressed out in yonr braws, I see ; 
these are not your everyday’s claiths ye have on.' 

‘Doil be in niy fingers, then ! ' said liladge. — 
‘ Kh, sirs ! * (observing Butler come into the 
apartment), ‘ there’s a minister in the Tolbooth 
--wha will ca’ it a graceless jdace now^ — I’sc 
warrant he’s in for the glide aiild cause- but it’s be 
nao cause o’ mine,* and off she went into a song — 

‘ II ey for cavalier*!, ho for cavaliers, 

Dub a dub, dvb a dub, 

Have at old Bccircbub, — 

Oliver's squeaking for fear.' 

‘Did you ever see that mad woman before?’ 
said Sharpitlaw to Butler. 

‘ Not to iny knowledge, sir,* replied Butler. 

‘ I thought as much,’ said the procurator- 
fiscal, looking towards Ratclilfe, w'ho answered 
his glance with a nod of acquiescence and intel- 
ligence. 

‘ But that is Madge Wildfiie, as she calls her- 
self,’ said the man of law to Buller. 

‘ Ay, that 1 am,’ said Madge, ‘andlhat I have 
been ever since 1 was something better — Heigh 
ho’ — (and something like melancholy dwelt on 
her features for a minute). -‘But 1 eanna mind 
when that was— it was lang syne, at ony rate, 
and I’ll ne’er fash iny thumb about it.-- 

I glance like the wildfire through country and town ; 

I'm sfee% on the causeway- I'm seen on the down; 

The lightning that flashes so blight and so free, 

Is scarcely so blithe or so bonnie as me.' 

‘^Haud your tongue, ye skirling limmer ! ’ said 
the oflicer ulio bad acted as mavster of the <ere- 
mouies to this extraordinary performer, and who 
■was rather scandalized at tne freedom of her 
demeanour before a person of Mr. Sharpitlaw ’s 
importance — ‘hand your tongue, or I’se gie ye 
something to skirl for » ' 

‘Let her* alone, George,* said Sharpitlaw, 
‘ diniia put her out o’ tune ; I liao some questions 
to ask her. — But first, Mr. Butler, take another 
look of her.* 

‘ Do sae, minister— do sae,’ cried Madge ; ‘I 
am as wool worth looking at as ony book in your 
aught. --And I can say the single camteh, and 
the' double earn tch, and justification, and eflectual 
calling, and the assembly of divines at West- 
minster, that is ’ (she added in a low tone), ‘ I 
could say them ance— but it’s lang syne— and 
ane forgets, ye ken.’ And poor Madge heaved 
another deep sigh. 

tWoel, sir,* said Mr. Sharpitlaw to Butler, 
‘ what think ye now ^ ’ 

‘As I did before,* said Butler ; ‘that I never 
saw the poor demented creature in my life before.’ 

‘ Thcfi she is not the person whom you said the 
xioters last night doeonbed a? Madgq liVildfiTC ? * 


‘Certainly not,’ said Butler. ‘They may lie 
near the same height, for they are both tall, but 
I see little other resemblance.’ 

‘Their dress, then, is not alike?’ said 
Sliar]ntlaw. ' 

‘ Not in the least,* said Butler. 

‘ Madge, iny boiiiiic w^oman,’ said Sharpitlaw, 
ill the same coaxing inaiiney, ‘what did ye do 
wi’ your ilka-day’s elat's yesterday ? * 

‘1 ditiiia mind,’ said Madge. 

‘ Where was yo ycstenlay at e’en, Madge ? ’ 

‘I dinna iniml onything about yesterday,’ 
answered Ma<lge ; ‘ ne day is cneueli for ony* 
body to wruii t wer wd’ at a time, and ow er inuckle, 
sometimes.’ 

‘But maybe, Aladge, ye w'ad mind soincthiiig 
about it, if I was to gie ye t his half-crown V said 
Sharpitlaw', taking out the pie<*e of money. 

‘ That might gar mo laugh, but it couldna gar 
me mind.’ 

‘But, Madge,’ continued Sharpitlaw, ‘were I 
to send you to the warklntuso in Leitli Wym*, 
and gar Jock Dalgleish lay the tawse on your 
back’ 

‘ That W'ad gar me gi'oet,* said Madge, sobbing, 
‘Imt it couldna gai me mind, yc ken,’ 

‘ She is ower far j)ast r(*as()iin*l)le folk’s motives, 
sir,* said Ratclifle, ‘to mind siller, or John Dal- 
gleish, or the eat -and-nine- tails either; but I 
think I could gar her tell ns something.’ 

‘Try her, then, Ratelilfe,’ said Shari»itlaw, ‘for 
I am tired of her cra/y iiate, and be d — d to her.’ 

‘ Madge,’ wild Ratclille, ‘bae ye ony joes now?* 

‘ All onybody ask ye, say ye dinna ken. Set 
him to bo speaking of my joes, anld Daddie 
Ratton ! ’ 

‘ I daresay, ye Ime dcil aiio ? ’ 

‘See if 1 hacna, then,’ said Madge, with the 
toss of the head of aflronted beauty — * there's 
Rob the Ranter, an<l Will Fleming, and then 
there’s Geordie Robertson, lad — that’s Gentlc- 
iiiaii Geordie — what think ye o’ that ? ’ 

Ratcliffe laughed, and, winking to the }»ro- 
eiirator-fisi'al, pursued the inquiiy in his own 
way. ‘But, Aladge, the lads only like yc when 
ye hae on your braw's- they wndna touch you 
w'i’ a pair o’ tangs when you aio in your auld 
ilka-day rags.’ 

‘ Yc’ie a leehig auld sorrow', then,’ replied the 
fair one ; ‘ for Gentle Geordie Roheitson imt my 
ilka-day's claes on liis ain boimio sel’ yestreen, 
and gaed a’ through the town w'i’ them ; and 
gawhie and grand be hmkit, like ony, queen in 
the land.’ 

‘ 1 dinna believe a w'ord o’t,’ said Ratclifle, 
w'ith another wink to the procuiator. ‘Thao 
duds w'ore a* o’ the colour o’ moonshine in the 
water, I’m thinking, Aladge — The gown wad bo 
a sW-i)lue scarlet, I’so warrant yc ? ’ 

‘ It was nae sic thing,’ saiii Madge, wiioso 
unrotentive memory let out, in the eagerness 
of contradiction, all that sho would have most 
wished to keep concealed, had her judgment 
been equal to her inclination. ‘ It W'as neither 
scarlet nor sky-blue, but my ain auld brown 
threshie-eoat of a short-gown, and my mother’s 
auld iimtoh, and my red rokclay — and he gied 
me a croun and a kiss for the use o' them, bless- 
ing on his'bopnio face— though jt’i* ])^\^ deal 
aua tq mi* 
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* Attd Wlicro did lio change his clothes agahn, 
hinny r said Sharpitlaw, m his most concili- 
atory manner. 

*The proom^ator’s spoiled a*,’ observed Rat- 
clifle dryly. 

And it was even so ; for the question, yuit in 
so direct a shape, immediately awakened Madge 
to the piopiiety of being reserved upon those 
voiy toj)ics on which Rdtcliifo had indirectly 
secluced her to become eommiinieative. 

* What was’t ye were R])oeiiiig at us, sir ^ * she 
resumed, with an appearance of slolidity so 
speedily assumed, ns showed theie u.is a good 
deal of knavery mixed wiili her lolly. 

‘I asked you,’ said the proeurator, ‘at what 
hour, and to whatjdaee, liobertson brought back 
your clothes.’ 

‘Robertson^ — Tiord hsud a eaie </ us! what 
Robertson ^ ’ 

‘ Why, the follow' w'c wcie speak ing of, Geiitlo 
Ooordio, as you call him.’ 

'Oeoidio (ieiitle ’ ' answeied Madge, with 
well-feigned ainaremeiit - ‘ 1 diiina keii naebody 
they ca’ (ieordie (huitle.* 

‘Come, my jo,’ said Sliarijitlaw, ‘this will 
not do; you must tell us what you did with 
lhe«*e elothes of yours.’ 

Madge Wildfire made no answer, unless the 
qiiebtiou may seem eouiieeted willi the snatch of 
a song with wliieh she indulgetl the embairassed 
investigdloi : — 

* What did yc wi’ the bridal ling— bridal ling brid.nl 
nnt? ’ 

What did ye ■wi’ your wedding ring, >c little cutty 
({Uean, U * 

I gittd it till a sodgtr, a sxlgci, a sidgoi, 

I gied It till a sudgei, an aubl true love o’ mine, O. 

Of all the mad women who have sung and 
said, sinee the di^s of Hamlet the Dane, if 
Ophelia be tlie most alletting, Madge Wildfiie 
was the most pi evoking. 

Tlic piocuiator-fiscal w'as in despair. ‘Til 
take some measuiea ^^itll this d d Hess of 
llodlaui,’ said he, * that shall make lier hnd her 
tongue.’ 

* \Vi’ your favour, sii,’ said Ihitelilfe, ‘hotter 
let her mind s^’ttle a little -Ye have aye made 
out something.’ 

‘True,’ wiid th'' ollieial person; ‘a bioun 
bhoit-gown, innteh, red lokelay — that agrees 
wdth your Madge \\ ildlire, Mr. Ihitler * Dutler 
0gr»‘ed that it did so. ‘ Yes there W'as a 
sulheient motive for taking this ora/y mature’s 
dross and name, while he was about .such a job.* 

* And I am iiee to say 9io/e,’ said Ratcliffe 

‘ Wlicn you sec it has come out without you,* 

interrupted Shai pitlaw. 

* J ust sac, sir, ’ reiterated Ratehtfe. ' I am free 
to say now, since it’s come out otherw'ise, th.at 
these were the clothes 1 saw Robeitsou wearing 
last night in the j.ul, when he w’as at tlio liead 
ofthetioters.’ 

‘That*s direct evidence,’ Raid iShai pitlaw; 
‘stick to that, Rat — I will re^ioit lavouiably of 
you to the provost, for I have business for you 
to-night. It.woaie late ; I must liome and got 
a snack, and llijic back in the evening. Keep 
Madge with you* Ratcliffe, and try to get her 
into a good tunc again,* So aiiyin^, he left the 
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And some they whistled^nd some they sang, 

And some did loudly say, 

Whenever Lord Barnard's horn it blew, 

‘Away, Musgtave. awayl' 

Bali Au of Lii rus Musoravk. 

WiiKN the man of office retuimed to the llcart 
of Mid- Lothian, he resumed his eonlei'encc with 
Ratcliffe, of whose experience and assistance ho 
now held liimsolf secure. ‘ Y on must siieak with 
this wench, Rat— this Effio Dcajjs—you must 
sift her a wco bit ; for as sine as a tether she 
will ken Robertson’s haunts — till her, Rat — till 
her without delay.’ 

‘ Cravingyour pardon, Mr. Sharpitlaw,’ said flic 
turnkey elect, ‘tnat’s what I am not free to do/ 

‘ Free to do, man ’ w'hat the deil ails yo now ? 
- I thonglit wo hod .settled «’ that ^ * 

‘I diima ken, sir,’ said Ratcliffo ; ‘I hac 
.spoken to this Elfie— she’s strange to this place 
and to its ways, and to a’ oiir n ays, Air. Sharpit- 
law ; and she greets, the silly tawjiie, and sh< *8 
breaking her heart already about this wild ehield ; 
and were she the means o’ taking 1dm, she wad 
1)1 eak it outriglit.* 

‘She wuniia liao time, lad,* said Sharpiilaw ; 
‘ the wooilio will hae its aiu o’ In r befoie thaf — 
a woman’s lieart takes a king time o’ breaking.’ 

‘ That’s according to the Htulf they are made 
o’, sir,* replied Ratclifle. Ihit to make a lang 
tale short, I eauna unclertako the job. It gangs 
against my conscience. ’ 

‘ Ymir conseienoe, Rat said Sharpitlaw', with 
a sneer, which the loader will probably think 
very natural upon the occasion. 

‘Quay, sir,’ ansAvered Ratcliffe calmly, *jusi 
v\v conseieneo ; a’liody has a conscience, thcuigh 
it may be ill wunniu ut it. I think mine’s as 
weel out o’ the gate as maist folk’s are ; and yot 
it’s just like the iioop of my elbow, it whiles gets 
a hit dirl on a eoriiei.’ 

‘\Yeol, Rat,* replied Shai pitlaiv, ‘ since yo aie 
nice. I’ll s))eak to the hussy myscl’.’ 

Shaipitlaiv, accordingly, caused himself to 
he introdueed into the Utile dark apartment 
tenanted by the unfortunate Etlio Deans. Tlic 
jioor gill was seal(‘d on l»er lilllo flock -hcfl, 
jiluuged in a deep levein*. Home <ood stood on 
the table, of n q^iality hetti’i* than is usually 
.supiilied to piisoners, but it was* untouched. 
The person under ivhose care she was more 
])arti<‘ulatly placed, said, ‘that sometimes she 
lasted naetldng from the tao end of the four- 
and-tweiity hours to the t’other, except a driuk 
of water.’ 

Hharpitlaw took a (hair, and, commanding the 
turnkey to ictire, ho opened the conversation, 
endeavouring to throw into his tone and (joiinteu- 
auco as much commiseration as they wei^o 
capable of expressing, for the one was sharp and 
harsh, the other sly, acute, and belfish. 

* How’s a* wi’ ye, Effie?— How d’ye find your- 
sol*, hinny ? * » 

A deep sigh was the only answer. 

‘ Are the folk civil to ye, Effie ?— -it's my duty 
to inquire/ 

‘Very civil, sir,* said Effie, compeUiug herscU 
to i^pswer, yet hardly knowing what she Sa^ 
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‘And your rictinds,* continued Sharpitlaw, 
in t^je same condoling tone—* do you get what 
you like or is there ony thing you would 
Mrtiotilerly fancy, as your health seems hut 

a' very woel, sir, I thank ye,* vsald the 
poor prisoner, in a lone how differ<*nt from the 
sportive vivacity of those ^.f tlie Lily of Saint 
Leonard’s 1 — ‘it’s a’ very gude— ower giido for 
me.’ 

‘Ho must have hecii a groat villain, Eflio, 
who brought you to this pass,’ said Shar])illaw. 

The remark was dictntod partly by a natur.il 
feeling, ofwhich even ho could not divest him- 
self, though accustoiiicd to pra<‘tiso on the pas- 
sions of others, and kooii a most lieedfnl guaicl 
over his own, and ))artly by bis wish to introduce 
the sort of conversation which might best serve 
his immediate purpose. Indeed, upon the ])rc- 
sent occasion, these mixed moHves of feeling 
and cunning harmonized together wonderfully ; 
for, said Sharpitlaw to himself, the gi-eatei 
,ro^ie Robertson is, the more will be the inoiil 
of bringing him to justice, ‘lie must ha\c 
• been a great villain, indeed,’ he again reiterated ; 
‘and 1 wish 1 had the skelpiiig o’ him.’ 

‘I may blame mysel’ mair than him,* said 
Effio ; ‘1 was bred u)) to ken better; but ho, 

poor fellow * (She stoppt d. ) 

‘ Was a thorough blaekgiiard a’ his life, I daie- 
say f* said Sharpitlaw. ‘A stranger lie w’as in 
this country, and a companion of that lawless 
vagabond Wilson, I tliiiik, EfKe ? ’ 

‘ It wad Lae boon clearly telling liim tliat be 
had ne’er seen Wilson's face.’ 

‘ That’s very true that you are saying, EfRc,’ 
said Sharpitlaw. ‘ Where was’t that Robertson 
and you wore used to howlf thegither ? Soim*- 
gato about the Laigh Clalton, I am thinking ? ’ , 
The simple and dispirited girl liad thus far 
followed Sharpitlaw’s lead, because he had 
artfully adjusted his observations to the thoughts 
he was pretty certain must be })asaing through 
her own miud, so that her answers became a 
kind of tlTinkiiig aloud, a mood into which those 
who are either constitutionally absent in mind, 
or are rendeied so by the temporary j>ressurc (»f 
misfortune, may ho easily led by a skilful train 
of suggestions. But the last observe of the 
procurator-fiscal was too much of the nature of 
a direct interrogatory, and it broke the charm 
accordingly. • 

‘ What was it that I was saying ? ’ said Eflie, 
starting up from her reclining posture, seat- 
ing herself njiright, and hastily shading her 
dishevelled hair back from her wasted but still 
beautiful countenance. She fixed her eyes 
boldly and keenly upon Sharpitlaw; — ‘You arc 
[ too much of a gentleman, sir,— too mucli of an 
honest man, to take any notice of what a poor 
, creature like me says, that can hardly ca’ my 
, senses my ain — God help me ! ’ 

‘Advantage ! — I would bo of some advantage 
i to you If I Could,* said Sharpitlaw, in a soothing 
^ ‘i^nd I ken naething sae likely to serve 

ye* Rfliei as gripping this rascal Robertson.* 

^0, dipna ttnaca* him, sir, that never misca'd 
you It— Robertson ?— I am sure I had naething 


* But if yPrt do not heed your own misfortune, 
Edie, you should 'mind what, distress he has 
brought on your femily,’ said the man of law." 

‘ 0, Heaven help mo ! ' exclaimed poor Effie. — 

‘ My j>oor father — my dear Joanio ! — 0, that’s 
sairest to bide of a’ ! 0, sir, if you hae ony 
kindness— if yc hue ony touch of compassion — 
for a’ the folk I see hero arc as hal’d as the wa*- 
Htanes— If ye wad but bid them let my sister 
Jeanie in the ne\L time she ca’s ! for when I hear 
them )ml her fiae the door, and canna climb 
up to that high window to see sarj niucklo os her 
gown-tail, it’s like to jut me out o’ luy judgment.’ 
And she looked on him with a face of entreaty, 
so earnest, yet so hiiinblo, that she fairly shook 
the steadfast pnrj)ose of bis mind. 

‘You sliall SCO your sister,’ he began, ‘if 
you’ll tell me,’ — then interiupting himself, ho 
added, in a more hunied tone, — ‘no, d — n it, 
you sliall see your sister whether you tell mo 
anything or no.’ So saving, he rose up and left 
the ajiartmeiit. 

AVhen he had rejoined Ratelifle, he observed, 
‘Yon are light. Ration; there’s no making 
miieli of 1 liat lassie. But ac thing I lia vo cleared 
- that is, that Robeilsoii lias been the father of 
the hail 11 , and so 1 will wager a bodlo it will 
he he tiuit's to meet wi' Jeaiiie Deans this night 
at Miisehai’s Oaiiii, and there He’ll nail him, 
Rat, or my name is not Gideon Sharjiitlaw.’ 

‘But,’ said Raiclilfe, juuhajis because he was 
in no hurry to see anything which was like to bo 
connected with the discovery and ajmrehension 
of Robei’tson, ‘an that Here Ihc case, Mr. Butler 
Had ha<* keii’d the man in the King’s Park to be 
tlio same poison wi’ him in ^ladgo Wildfire’s 
claes, that headed Iho mob.’ 

‘That makes iiao dinerence, man,* replied 
Bhariiiilaw — ‘the dress, the light, tho confu- 
sion, and maybe a touch o’ a blaekit cork, or 
a slake o’ paint — hout. Rat ton, I have seen ye 
dross your ainscl’, that tho deevil ye bclang to 
dunstna liao made oath t’ye.’ 

‘And that’s true, too,’ said Ratelifle. 

‘And besides, ye doiinard c-arle,' continued 
Sharpitlaw trminjdiantly, ‘ the minister did 
nay that ho thought he knew sometliing of tlio 
foalures of the birkie that sjioke to him in tho 
Park, though he could not charge his memory 
whore or wdien lie li.td seen lliein.’ 

‘ It’s evidi'ut, then, your honour will he right,* 
said JIatelifle. 

‘ Then, Rat, you and T will go with tho jiarty 
oursers this night, and sec him in grips or we 
are done wi’ him.’ 

‘1 scena mneklo use I cau ho o’ to your 
hoiioiiT,’ said Ratelifle reluctantly. 

‘ Use ? ’ answered Sharjiitlaw — ‘ You can guide 
tho party — you ken tho ground. Besides, I do 
not intend to quit sight o’ you, my good friend, 
till 1 have him in hand.’ 

‘Woel, sir,’ said Ratelifle, but in no joyful 
tone of acquiescence ; ‘ ye maun hae it your 
ain way — but mind he’s a desperate man.’ 

‘We sliall have that with us,* answered 
Sharpitlaw, ‘that will settle him, if it is 
necessary.*# ^ 

‘But, sir,* answered Ratelifle, ‘I am sure I 
oouldna undertake to guide you to Husohat’s 
Oeurn ip fhe nijfht-tiine ; I pep place, as 
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monj does, in fair daylight, but how to find 
it *by moonshine, amaug sao mony crags and 
stanes, as like to each other as the collier to the 
deil, is mair than I can toll. I might as soon 
seek moonshine in water.’ 

* What’s the meaning o* this, Katcliffc 1 * said 
Sharjntlaw, while ho lixed his eye on the re- 
cusant, with a fatal and ominous expression. — 
‘Have you forgotten that you arc still under 
sentence of death ? ’ 

‘No, sir,* said RatolifTe, ‘tlint's a thing no 
easily put out o* memory ; and if my jn’csenco 
he judged necessary, nae <li)ubt 1 niaiiu gang 
wi’ your honour, lint I was gauii to tell your 
honour of ano that liis mair hkcel o’ the gate 
than mo, and tliat’s o’cii l^Iadgc Wildfire.’ 

‘The devil slie has! — Do you think me as 
mad as she i*, to tiijhl Lo her guidance oii such 
an occasion ? ’ 

‘Your honour is the hcot judge,’ answered 
Ilatolilfo; ‘but I ken I ran keep her in tunc, 
and gar her hand the straight patli - slie oft»*n 
sleeps out, or ramlilcs about amaug thao liills 
the lialc simmer n’ght, the daft limmer.* 

‘ Weel, liatclide,’ replied llie ])ro(Mirator-fiscal, 

‘ if you think she can guide us tlie i ight way ; — 
but take heed to what you arc about -your life 
depends on your behaviour. * 

‘It’s a sair judgment on a man,’ said Kat- 
cliffo, ‘when lie has auco ganc sac far urang as 
I hao done, that deil a bit he can be honest, 
tty’t whilk way he -will,’ 

Such was the reflection of RatelilTe, when ho 
was loft for a few minutes to luiuhclf, while the 
retainer of justice w'cnt to procure a proper 
warrant, and give the necessary directions. 

The rising moon saw the wliolc jiarty free 
from the Avails of the city, and entering upon 
the open ground. Arthui’.s Scat, like a eouehaiit 
lion of ininiPiiho size —Salisbury (’rags, like a 
huge belt or girdle of granite, were dimly visible. 
Holding their path along tlio southern side of 
the Caiiongatc, they gained the Abbey of Holy- 
rood House, and from thence found their Avay 
by stop and stile into tlio King’s I*ark. They 
Avero at first four in number — an officer of justice 
and SharpitlaAv, avIio AA’cre avcU anned with 
]»lstols and cutlasses ; llatcliffe, who w'as not 
tnisted AA'ith AA'ca]M)us, lest lie might jicradA'cn- 
turo have used them on tlio AVTong side ; and 
the female. Ilut at the last stile, Avlieii tliey 
entered the Chase, they Aveie jviinod liy other 
two officers, AAhom SliarpitlaAV, desirous to secure 
bufficicnt force for liis purpose, and at the same 
time to avoid observation, had directed to AA’ait 
for him at this ]>laec. Katclilfc saw' this acres 
sion of strength AAuth some dis(|iiietude, for he 
had hitherto thought it lil ely that Ilobcrison, 
Avho was a bold, sloul, and active young fellow', 
might have made Ids cscajic Irom Sharjntlaw 
and the single offieei, by force or agility, with- 
out his being implicatul in the matter. But 
the present strength of the folloAAcrs of justice 
AV48 overpowering, and the only mode of saving 
/Robertson (which the old sinner Ava.s avpII dis- 
, J^osed to do, providing always he could aeeom 
pUsh Ills purpose without conipromiAng his own 
' safety) must be by contriving that ho should 
some signal of their improach* It was pro- 
witlj taif Batejiffe fcftd re^ue8te4 


the addition of Madge to the party, having eon- 
siderable confidence in her propensity to exert 
her lungs. Indeed, she had already given thorn 
so many specimens of her clamorous loquacity, 
that Sharpitlaw half determined to send her 
back Avith one of the officers, rather tlian cany 
forAvard in his conqiany a person so extremely 
ill (pialified to bo a miiae in a seci'et expedition. 

It seemed, too, as if the ox>cn air, the approach 
to the hills, and the ascent of the mooq, sup- 
posed to be so portentous over those whose brain 
IS infirm, made her spirits rise in a degree ten- 
fold more loquacious than she had hitherto 
exhibited. To silence lier by fair means seemed 
impossible ; authoritative commands and coax- 
ing entreaties she set alike at defiance, and 
threats ooly made her sulky and altogether in- 
tractable. 

‘ Is there no one of you,' said Sharpitlaw im- 
])atiently, ‘ that knows the Avay to this accursed 
place— this Niehol Muschat’s Cairn — excepting 
this mad claA^ring idiot ? ’ 

‘Deil ane o’ them kens it except mysel’,* ex- 
claimed Madge ; * hoAV suld they, the piiir fule 
cowards ? But I hae sat on the grave frao bat- • 
fleeing time till coek-croAV, and had mony a fine 
crack wi’ Muscliat and Ailie Muschat, that are 
lying sleeping beloAV.’ 

‘ The devil take your crazy brain,’ said Sharpit- 
laAv ; ‘ Avill you not alloAv the men to answer a 
question ? ’ 

The oflicers, obtaining a moment’s audience 
AA’hilc Ratcliffe diverted Made’s attention, de- 
clared that, though they' hart a general know- 
ledge of the spot, they could not undertake to 
guide tlie party to it by the uncertain light of 
the moon, AA'ith such accuracy as to ensure success 
to their expedition. 

‘ What shall w'o do, Ratcliffe ? ’ said Sharpit- 
laAv ; ‘ if he sees us lieforo wo see him, — and 
that's Avhat lie is certain to do, if we go strolling 
about, Avitliout keeping the straight toad,— w^e 
may bid giidc-day to the job ; and I Avould rather 
lose one hundred jiounds, baith for the credit of 
the police, and because the provost says some- 
body maun he liangod for this job o’ rorteous, 
come o’t wiiat likes,’ 

‘I think,’ said Ratcliffe, ‘we maun just try 
Madge ; and I’ll see if I can get her keepit in 
ouy better order. And at ony rate, if he suld 
liear her skirling her auld ends o’ sangs, he’s no 
to keu for that that there’s onybody m’ her.* 

‘That’s true,’ said Sharpitlaw; ‘and if Jie 
fliinks her alone, he’s as like to come towards 
her as to rin frao her. So set forAi'ard— we hao 
lo.st ow'er miieklc time already — see to get her to 
keep the right road.* 

‘ And what sort o’ house docs Niehol Muschat 
and his wife keep now ? ’ said Ratcliffe to the 
mad w’oman, by way of humouring her vein of 
folly ; ‘ they w'crc but tbrawii folk lang syne, au 
a’ tales be true.* 

‘Ou, ay, ay, ay, — ^but a’s forgotten now,* re- » 
]»lied Madge, in the confidential tone of a gossip 
giving the history of her next-door neighbotiir.— 
‘Vo see, I 8i>oko to them mysel', and tauld 
them byganes suld be byganes— -het throat’s sair 
miaguggledandmashaokered, though ; sheivears 
her oorpso-sheet drawn weel up to hide it, but 
that canna biuder tb? blfido S6i|iiiig thr^mgh, 
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ke% 1 wufisod her to wash it in Saint Anthony’s 
W3l, and that wll cleanse if onythiug can.— 
But they say blude never bleaches out o’ linen 
oJaith — Deacon Sanders's new cleansing, drops 
winna do’t— I tried them mysol* on a bit rag wo 
hao at hame that was mailed wi’ the blude of a 
bit skirling wean that was hurt some gait, but 
out it winna come. — Wed, ^ 'j’ll say that’s micer ; 
but I will bring it out to Samt Anthony’s blessed 
Well some braw night just like this, and I'll c*iy 
np Ailie Muschat, and she and I \vill hac a 
grand bouking* washing, and bleach our elaes in 
the beams of the boniiie Lady Moon, that’s lar 

{ ileasanter to mo than tlie sun — the sun’s ower 
let, and ken ye, cummers, iny brains arc het 
eneuch alroady. But the moon, and the dew, 
and the night-wind, tliey arc just like a taller 
kale-blade laid on my brow ; and ^vhilcs I think 
the moon just shines on purpose to pleasure me, 
when naebody sees her but inysd’.* 

This raving discourse she continued with pro- 
digious volubility, walking on at a great pace, 
and dragging Eatclilfe along with her, while ho 
endeavoured, in appcaianco at least, if not in 
reality, to induce her to moderate her voice. 

All at once she stopped short the to]> of 
a little hillock, gazed upward fixedly, and said 
not one word for the space of five minutes. 
‘What the devil is the matter A\ith her now^’ 
said Shar])itlaw to Ratclilfc. — *Can you not got 
Jier forward * * 

*Yo maim just take a grain o’ patience wi’ 
lier, sir,' said Ratcliffe. ‘ She’ll no gae a foot 
faster than she likes hcrsel’.’ 

— n her,' said Shaipitlaw, ‘I’ll take care 
slie has her time in Bedlam or Bridewell, or 
both, for she’s both mad and misehievoiis.* 

In the meanwhile, Madge, who had looked 
very pensive when she first slopped, suddenly 
burst into a vehorneiit fit of laughter, then ])ause(l 
and sighed bitterly, — thou was seized with a 
second fii of laughter — ^then, fixing her eyes on 
the moon, lifted up her voice and sang, — 

'Good e^n, good fair Moon, good even to thee; 

1 prithee, dear Moon, now show to me 

The form and the features, the speech and degree, 

Of the man that true lover of mine shall be. 

But I need not ask that of the honiiie Lady 
Moon — 1 ken that wcel cneueh inysel’— 
love though he wasna.- But naebody sliall say 
that I over tauld a word about the matter. — But 
whiles I wish the bairn had lived. — Wcel, God 
guide us, there’s a heaven abooii us a’,’ — (here 
she sighed bitterly), ‘and a bonnio moon, and 
sterns in it forby ’ (and hero she laughed once 
more), 

‘ Are we to stand hero all night ? ’ said Sharpit- 
law, vdSy impatiently. ‘ Drag her forward.^ 
‘Ay, sir,’ said RatclifiFe, ‘if wo ken’d whilk 
way to drag her, that would settle it at ance. — 
Come, Mac^, hinny,’ addressing her, ‘wo’ll no 
1)6 in time to sec Nichol and his wife, unless yo 
show us the road.’ 

kin troth and that I will, Ratton,’ said she, 
seixing him \>y the arm, and resuming her route 
with hum strides, considering it was a female 
who took them. ‘And I’ll tell ye, Rattoii, 
blithe will Nichol Musohat bo to see ye, for he 
says ha kens weal there isna sic a villain out o' 
6 / 


hell as yo are, and he wail bo ravished to hac a 
crack wi* you— like to like, yo ken,— it’s a pro- 
verb never fails — and yo are baith a pair o’ the 
dee\ il’s i»pats, I trow'— hard to ken "whilk desc^^ cs 
the bettost corner o’ his iiiglc-sido.’ 

Ral( htfo was eonseiciiec-stniok, and could not 
foibcar making an involuntary protest against 
this elassiticatioii. * I never shed blood,’ lio 
replied. 

‘But JO hac sauld if, lUlton—yo liao saiild 
blood mony a tiim . Folk kill w'i’ the tongue as 
weel as wi’ the hand— am’ the woid as weel as 
\M* the giilley ’ — 

It is the bonnir butLliei l.icl, 

'lhat wcais the sices es uf blue, 
lie sills the flesh on Saturday, 

On 1 iiilav that he slew.' 

‘ And what is that I am doing now ^ * thought 
ILitthlle. ‘ But rjl h.'K' nac wjtc of Robci't.sou’s 
young hltide, if I can help it ; ' then speaking 
apart to Madge, he aik('d her, ‘Whether she 
did not leiiiomher ony o’ her auhl sangs 1 ’ 

‘Mony a dainty ane,’ said Maclge ; ‘and 
blithely can 1 sing thtm, lor lightsome sangs 
make merry gate.’ And she sang,- - 

‘Whc-n the gltdes in the blue cloud, 

Ihe 1 imolL Ills still; 

When the hound s in the greenwood, 

'Ihc liind kttps the hill.’ 

‘Silence her cursed noise, if yon should throttle 
licr,’ said Sliarpitlaw ; ‘ I see somebody yonder. 

- Keei) close, my hoys, and eree]> round the 
shoulder of the height. George roinder, stay 
^ou Avith RateJifle and that mad yelling hitch ; 
and you of her tAAo, conic amIIi mo roiiml under 
the shadow of the hi fie.’ 

And lie ciejit ioiAAanl aaiIIi the stealthy pace 
of ail Indian saA.ige, Avho h'ads Ins band to sur- 
irise an unsuspceting paity of some hostile tribe, 
iatcliffe s'lAv them glide oil, a\oidiiig the moon- 
light, ami keeping as much in the shade as 
]K)ssiblc. ‘ Robert son’s done uj),’ said ho to him- 
self ; ‘ time young lads aie aye sae thoughtless. 
What the deeA'il could he hao to say to Jeanio 
Deans, or to ony Avoman on eailli, that he suld 
gang aAAa and get liis neek raxed for licr ? And 
this mad quCfiii, after cnieking like a pen-gun, 
and skilling like a ))ca-hcn for the hale night, 
behoves just to liae hadden lier tongue when her 
claA^ers might liaA c dune some gude 1 But it’s 
aye the A\ay wi’ AAomen ; if they ever hand their 
tongues avd, ye may SAAcav it’s lor mischief. I 
AMsli I could set her on again without this 
blood-sucker kenning what I am doing. But 
he’s as gleg as MacKeachdii’s elshin,* that ran 
through sax plies of bend -leather, and half an 
inch into the king’s heel.’ 

He then began to hum, but in a very low and 
Rupprossod tone, tlie first stanza of a favourite 
ballad of Wildfire’s, the words of Avhich bore 
some distant analogy AAdth the situation of 
Robeilson, tnistiiig that the ])OW'cr of association 
would not fail to bring the rest to her mind : — 

‘There's a bloodhound ranging Tinwald wood, 
There’s harness glancing ^een ; 

There’s a maiden sits on Tinwald brae, 

And she sings loud betwe<‘n.' 

Madge had no sooner received the oateh-word, 
* [£lsAtftf fi shoemaker’s awl.] 
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than she vindioatrcl Ilafcliffo's sagacity by setting 
off at score with the song : — 

'O bleep yo bound, Sir James, she said, 

When ye suld lise and tide? 

Theie’s twenty men, wi’ bow and blade, 

Aic seeking where ye hide.' 

Tliougli RatclifTo was at a considorablo disianco 
from the spot called Muschat’s Cairn, yet his 
•eyes, practised like those of a cat to penetrate 
darkness, could mark that Buhertbon had caught 
the alarm. George Poindcr, le&s keen of sight, 
or less attentive, was not aware of his flight any 
more than Sharpitlaw and liia assislauts, whoso 
view, though they were eousidera])ly nearer to 
the cairn, was intercepted by th(‘ liroken nature 
of the ^ound uiuler wliich they ^vcro screening 
thomsGlves, At length, however, attiT the 
interval of five or six niiinites, ihey also pei- 
Ocived that Rohortson had fled, and riiahed 
hastily towards the j)laoe, while Slinrjutbw 
called out aloud, in the liarshest tones ot a voice 
which resembled a saw-mill at work, *(Miase, 
lads — chase — hand the brae— I sec him on the 
edge of the hill ! ’ Then hallooing b.jek to the 
rear-guard of his detachmenl, he issued his 
furthei; orders: 'RalcJitfe, come liere, ami de- 
tain the woman — Georg<*, run and kepp the* 
stile at the Duke’s Walk — Ratclillo, come here 
directly — ^but first knock out that mad bitch’s 
brains ! * 

‘Yo had better rin for it, Madge,’ said 
Ratcliffo, * for it’s ill dealing wd’ an angiy man.’ 

Madge Wildfire was not so abboliitcly \oid (»f 
common sense as not to understand this innu- 
endo ; and while Ratelilfe, in seemingly anxious 
haste of uhedienee, hastened to the spot wheie 
Sharpitlaw waited to deliver up Jeanie Deans to 
his custody, she fled wdlli all the desjuitf h she 
could exeit in an opposite direction. Thus the 
whole party were separated, and iriiajud motion 
of flight or ]mrbuit, e\cei)tiiig Rateliflc and 
Jeanie, whom, although making no attempt to 
escape, he held fast by the cloak, ami who 
remained standing ]»j Mubcliat’s (\iiin. 


CITAPTER Xrif. 

Yo«i have paid the heavens your fiun i?on, and the 
prisonur the very debt of yom < allintf. 

Miaslrl for Miasire. 

Jeante Dean’s, — for liere onr tory unites itself 
with that pRit of the iiariative wliieh bioko oft* 
at the end of the iourteenth chaplf r, — wdiile she 
waited, in terror and ama/imcnt, tho liasty 
advance of thr(*c or four men towards her, was 
yet more startled at llicir snddf'iily breaking 
asunder, and giving (*lia>.e in dilfcient directions 
to the late object of Inr tenor, who became at 
that moment, though she could not w’ell assign 
a reasonable cause, rathci the cause of her 
interest. One of tho paity (it was Shai’iiitlaw’') 
. came straight up to her, and saying, ‘Your 
name is Jeanie Doans, and yon are my prisoner,* 
immediately added, ‘Rut if you will tell me 
which way he ran 1 will let you go.’ 

diima ken, sir,* was all tho poor girl eould 
Utter ; and, indeed, it is the phra.se whieh rises 
most readily to the lips of any person in her 


; rank, as the readiest reply to any embarrassing 
qiiobtioii. 

‘ Ihit,’ said Sliarpitlaw, ‘ ye wha it was ye 
wcix* spaking Avi’, my leddy, on the hiil-siao, 
and midnight sae near ; ye surely ken f/mt, my 
boiinie w’omaii ? ’ 

‘ 1 dinna ken, sir,’ again i lore ted Jeanie, wdio 
really did not comjirehend, in her terror, tho 
nature of the (piestions which W’ere so hastily 
put to her in this moment of surpiise. 

*We w'ill try to mend your memory by and 
by, hinny,’ said Sharpitlaw, and shouted, as w'O 
liave already told tho reader, to Ratcliffo, to 
come up and tike charge of her, wdiilo he him- 
hi‘lf diroetod tho chase after Robertson, wliioh 
he still honed might ho suecessfiil. As RatclifFe 
approaeheu, Sharpitlaw’ juished tho young woman 
tow’ards him with some rudeness, and betaking 
himself to the more important object of his 
quest, began to scale crags and .scramble up 
steep hanks, with an agility of Avhieh his pro- 
fession and hi.s general graiity of demeanour 
Avoiild previously have argued him incapable. 
In a few’ minutes there W’as no one within sight, 
and only a distant halloo fiom one of tho jmrsuers 
to the other, faintly heard on the side of the hill, 
argued that there w’as any one within liearing. 
Jeanie Deans w’as left in the clear moonlight, 
.standing under fho guard of a jierson of w’hom 
.she knew nothing, and, what W'as worse, con- 
cerning whom, as the reader is well aware, she 
could have loanied nothing that w’ould not have 
incieascil her terror. 

When all in the distance was silent, Ratoliflb 
for the llrbt time a(Mre.ssed her, and it W’as in 
that eold, .sarca.stic, indiftcrent tone familiar to 
habitual depravity, who.se crimes are instigated 
)»y custom rather than by jiassion. ‘This is a 
braw night for ye. dearie,’ he said, attempting t<» 
pass his arm across her .shoulder, ‘ to be on the 
green hill wi’ your jo.’ .leanic extrioated herself 
tiom his giasp, but did not make any reply. ‘ I 
tliink lads and las.ses,’ eontinuod the ruffian, 
‘dinna meet at Musehat’s Caiin at ink’ night t») 
eraek nuts,’ and lie again attimipted to take liold 
of her. 

‘ If 3 ’e are an officer of justice, .sir,’ said Jeanie, 
ag'iin eluding his attemjit tobci/cher, ‘ye deserve 
to ha\e your coat stripjied from your back.’ 

* Very true, hinny,’ said he, succeeding forcibly 
in his attempt to get hold of her, ' but suppose I 
should strip your cloak otf first ? ’ 

‘Ye are, more a man, I am sure, than to hurt 
me, sir,* .said Jeanie ; ‘for God’s sake have pity 
<111 a half-distractcd creature ! * 

‘Come, come,’ said Ratcliffo, ‘you’re a ^ood- 
looking wench, and should not he eross-gi’ained. 
I was going to b** an honest man- -hut the devil 
has this vei’y day flung first a lawyer, and then 
a vvoinaii, in my gate. I’ll tell ye what, Jeanie, 
they arc out on the hill -.side — if you’ll be guided 
by me, 1*11 carry you to a wee bit corner in the 
I’luasanee, tliat I ken o’ in an auld wife’s, that a’ 
the prokitors o* Scotland W’ot naethin^ o’, %pd 
we'll send Robertson word to meet us in York- 
sliiro, for there is a set o’ braw lads about the 
midland counties, that I hae dune business wi* 
before now, and sae w’o’ll leave Mr. Sharpitlaw to 
whistle on Ids thumb.* 

It was fortunate for Jeanie, in an emergency 
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like the ptesent, that eho possessed presence of 
mind and courage, so soon as the first hurry of 
surprise had enabled her to rally her recollection. 
She saw the risk she was in from a ruffian, who 
not only was such by profession, but hud that 
evening been stupefying, by means of strong 
liquors, the internal aversion whieh he felt at 
the business on which Sh-’ pitlaw had resolved 
to employ him. 

‘Dinna speak sao loud,’ said she, in a low 
voire ; * he’s uj» yonder.’ 

‘ Who ?— Robertson ! ’ said RatelilTe eagerly. 

‘Ay,* replied Jeanie ; ‘up yonder;’ and she 
pointed to the ruins of the liermitage and chapel. 

* liy 0— d, then,’ said Ratcliffe, ‘ I’ll make my 
aiu of him, cither one way or other — wait for me 
hero.' 

But no sooner had lie sot off, as hist as he could 
run, towaids the chapel, than Jeanie started in 
an opposite direction, over high and low, on the 
nearest path homeward. IJer juvenile exercise 
as a herdswomaii had put ‘life and mettle’ in 
her heels, and never liarl she followed Diisticfoot, 
wlien the cows were in the corn, with half so 
much Sliced as she now cleared the distance be- 
twixt Musclial’s Cairn and her father’s cottage at 
Saint Leonard’s. To lift tlie latch — to enter— to 
shut, bolt, and dtaibh* bolt the door — to draw 
against it a heavy article of furniture (which 
she could not liave moved in a moment of less 
energy), so as to make yet further provision 
against violence, was almost the w^ork of a 
moment, yet done with such silence as equalled 
the celerity. 

Her next anxiety was ui<on her father’s account, 
and she drew silently to the door of his apart- 
ment, in order to satisfy herself whether ho had 
been disturbed by her leturn. Ho i^as awake, — 
probably had slept but little ; but the constant 
presence of his own sorrows, the distance of his 
apartment from the outer door of the house, and 
the precahtions wliich Jeanie had taken to con- 
ceal her departure and return, had prevented him 
from being sensible of eitlier. He was engaged 
in liis devotions, and Jeanie could distinctly hear 
him use those >Nords ; — ‘ And for the other child 
thou hast given me to be a comfort and stay to 
my old age, may bor days be long in the land, 
according to the promise thou hast gii en to those 
who shall honour fath< r and mother ; may all her 
purchased and promised blessings be multiplied 
upon her ; keep licr in the watclics of the night, 
and in the uprising of the morning, that all in 
this land may know that thou hast not utterly 
liid thy face from tliose that seek thee in truth 
and in sincerity.’ Tic was silent, but probably 
continued his petition in the strong fervency of 
mental devotion. 

His daughter retired to her apartment, com- 
forted, that wliile she was exposed to danger, her 
head had been covered by the ]>rayers of ttio just 
as by an helmet, and under the strong confidence, 
tliat while she walked worthy of the protection 
of Heaven, she would experience its countenance. 
It was in that moment that a vague idea first 
darted across her mind, that something might 
yet be achieved for her sister’s safety, conscious 
as she now was of her innocence of the unnatural 
murder with whieh she stood charged. It came, 
as she described it, on her mind, like a sun-blink 


on a stormy sea; and although it iii«*tniitly 
vanished, yet s!»e felt a degi'ec of conqiusure 
whieh she had not experienced for many da^s, 
and could not help being strongly persuaded that, 
by some means or other, she woulcfbe called upon, 
and directed, to woik out her sister’s deliverance. 
Slie went to bed, not fojgetting her usual devo- 
tions. the more fcivently made on account of her 
late deliverance, and she 8lej>t soundly in sxute of 
her agitation. 

We must return to Balelitle, who bad started, 
like a greyhound from the slips when the sports- 
man cries lialloo, as soon as .leanie had pointed 
to the mins. Wliether lie iiieant to aid Itobcrt- 
son’s eseape, or to assist liis ]>iirHiw‘rs, inay be veiy 
doubtful ; ]»erba])S lie did not himself know, but 
had resolved to be guided by eir(‘umsi*inees. He 
had no opportunity, liow^'Yer, of doing either ; 
for he had no sooii(‘r surnKmnted the steep ascent, 
and entered under the broken arches of the mins, 
than apistol was ja esentcsl at bis liead, aiida harsh 
voice commanded liiin, in the king’s name, to 
suiTcnder himself prisoner. ‘Ah*. Sharjntlaw ! ' 
said Ratelitfo, surpiised, *is this your honour ?’ 

‘ Is it only yon, and be d -d to j on answered 
the iiseal, still in(»re disnpjHiinted — ‘what made 
you leave the woman f ’ 

‘She told me she saw Kohertson go into the 
ruins, so I made wluit liaste 1 could to clcek the 
callant.* 

* It’s all over now,’ said Shaipithiw ; * we shall 
see no more (J him to-night ; but be shall liido 
himself in a bean-liool, if lie remains on Scottish 
ground viitbont my finding liim. Call back the 
people, Ratcliffe.’ 

Ratcliffe hallooed to the dispersed ofiicers, v ho 
willingly obeyed the signal ; for jirobably there 
was no individual among them vlio would have 
been mueb desirous of a reneounicr, hand to band , 
and at a distance from bis comrades, with siuli 
an active and desperate fellow’ as Robertson. 

‘ And where are the two women ?’ said Sharpif - 
law. 

‘Both made their h( els serve them, T aiisjiect,* 
replied Kateliffe, and he Jiiimnied tlic end of the 
old song, — 

‘Then hey pl.'iy U]) ihc lin-awa biide, 

Foi she has l.-it n ihc gtc.’ 

‘One woman,’ said Shai pillaw’,— for, like all 
rogues, he W’as a gicat c-alumniator of the fair 
sex,* — ‘ one woman is (moiigii to daik the fairest 
)»loy that W’as ever jdanned ; and how’ eould I lie 
such an ass as to oxpeet to eairy through a job 
that had two in it ? Bui we know^ how to come 
by them both, if they are W’anted, that’s one 
good thing.’ 

Accordingly, like a defeated general, sad and 
sulky, he led back his discomfited forces to tlio 
metropolis, and dismissed them for the night. 

Tlio next morning early, he w’as under the 
necessity of making his report to the sitting 
ma^trate of the day. The gciitlcmnn who oc- 
cupied the chair of office on this occasion (for the 
bailies, Anglic6, aldermen, lake it by rotation) 
chanced to bo the same by w'hom Butler w’as 
committed, a person very generally respected 
among liis fellow-citizens. Something he was of 


* Note L. Calumniator of the Fair Sex. 
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A humorist, and rather deficient in general oduoa- 
lion ; but acute, mtient, and uj»right, possessed 
of a fortune a(M|Uircd by honest industry which 
made him perfectly independent ; and, in short, 
% cry liapjnly qiialilicd to support the respectability 
of the ollico which he held. 

J\(r. Middlcburgh had just taken liis scat, and 
was debating in an animated manner, with one 
of Iiis colleagues, the doubtful chances of a game 
at golf which they had ])laycd the day ])elorc, 
when a letter was delivered to luni, addressotl 
‘ For Bailie Middleburgli ; These ; to be forwarded 
■with speed.’ It contained lliese words : - 

‘ Sin, — I know you to be a sensible and a con- 
siderate magistraU*, and one who, as such, will 
be content to worshij) (lod, though the devil bid 
you. I thercfoir' expect that, not withstanding 
the signature of this letter acknowledges mv share 
ill an action, which, in a i)ropcr time and place, I 
would not fear cither to avow or to justify, you 
will not on that account reject 'whai evidence 
I plaee before you. Tlie elcrgyinan Butler is 
innocent of all but involuntary presence at an 
action which lie u anted spirit to approve of, 
and from wJiicli he endeavoured, v\ith his best 
set phrases, to dissuade ns. But it was not for 
him tliat it is iny hint to sjieak. Time is a 
w'onian in your jail, fallen under the edge of a 
law so cinel, that it has hung hy the wall like 
uiiscourcd armour, for twenty years, and is now 
broiv^hl down and v^ betted to sjiill the Idood of 
the most beautiful and most iijuo(‘cnt creature 
whom the walls of a jirison ever girdled in. Her 
sister know.s of her innocence, as she commuiii- 
eated to her that she wa‘J betrayed by a villain. 
--0 that high lleavcii 

WouUl jiut in cveiy honest li.incl :i whip, 

'1 o scouiijc me suJi MlUin through the woild ! 

‘1 WTito distractedly. — But this girl — this 
Jeanio Deans —is a i)eevi.sh puritin, .superstitious 
and scrupulous after the manner of lier sect ; and 
I [iray your honour, for so my pliraso must go, 
to press uj)on her, tlial licr .sister's life depend.s 
ui)on her testimony. But tliough she should 
remain silent, dom/t dare to Ihiiik that the young 
w'oman is guilty — far less to ]>crjnit her execution. 
Jlcinemhcr, the deatli of Wilson w'as fearfully 
jiv« pged ; and those ycl live who can compel yon 
to drink the dregs of your poisoned chalice. — I 
say, remcmlsT Torteou , —and ^ay that you had 
good coiin‘'el from 

* Oxn or ms ShAYmi.s.* 

The magistrate read ovci tins extraordinary 
letter twice or t hrioc. A 1 first he w as tem})t ed to 
throw it aside <is the ]}rodui'tioii of a madman, so 
little ilid ‘the .seraii^ fi< m play books,’ as he 
termed the ]) 00 tical quotation, resemble the eor- 
rospondenco of a rational luing. On a i e-perusal, 
however, he though t that, amid itsineoheicnce, lio 
could discover bomc tiling like a tone of awaikcned 
^Mission, though expressed in a inaimcr quaint and 
unusual. 

* It is a crhclly sev'ore statubs’ sail the m.igis- 
trate to his assistant, 'and 1 wibh tlic giil could 
bei taken fr(»m under the letter of it. A chihl 
jlK^ay have been born, and it may have been oon- 
/,j^'tf 0 yod away while the mother was insensible, or 


it may liave j^erlshed for want of that relief which 
the poor creature horsolf-— helpless, terrified, dis* 
tractod, despairing, and exhausted — may have 
been unable to afford to it. And yet it is certain, 
if the woman is found guilty under the statute, 
execution will follow. The crime has been too 
common, and oxamxdcs are necessary.' 

‘Blit if this other wench,* said the city-clerk, 

* can speak to her sister communicating her situa- 
tion, it will take the case from under the statute.' 

‘S"ery true,’ replied tho bailie; ‘ami I will 
walk out one of these days to Saint Leonard's, and 
examine tlio girl myself. 1 know scmethiiig of 
tlieir lather Doans — an old truc-bluo Cameroiuaii, 
who would SCO house and family go to wreck ore 
lie would disgrace his te.stiinony by a sinful com- 
plying with tlio defections of tho times ; and such 
he will probably uphold the taking an oath licfore 
a civil magistrate. If tliey are to go on and 
flourish with their bull-lieaded obstinacy, tho 
legislature must pass an act to fake their allirina- 
tioiKs, as ill the case of Quakers. But surely 
neither a father nor a sister will scruple in a coso 
of this kiiiiJ. As I said before, 1 wull go speak 
with them myself, when tlie luirry oCthis I'orteous 
iiive.stigation is somewliat over ; tlicir yiride and 
spirit of contradiction will be far less alarmed, 
tliaii if they were called into a court of justice 
at once.’ 

‘ And I 8uppo.so Butler is to remain incarcer- 
ated ? ’ said the city-clerk. 

‘ For the present, eeitaiiily,* said the magis- 
trate. ‘ But I hope soon to set him at liberty 
uyv)!! bail.’ 

‘Do you rest upon the testimony of that light- 
lieaded letter ? ’ asked the clerk. 

‘Not very much,’ answ^ered the bailie; ‘and 
yet there is something striking about it too — it 
seems the letter of a man bc.side himself, cither 
from great agitation, or some great .sense'of guilt.' 

‘ Ves,’ said tho towui-elcrk, ‘it is very like tho 
letter of a mad strolling play-actor, whv> deserves 
to be hanged wutli all the rest of liis gang, as your 
honour justly observes.’ 

‘ I was not quite so bloodthirsty,' contnmud tho 
magistrate. ‘ But to the point, Butler’s private 
cliaracter i.s excellent ; and 1 am given to under- 
stand, by .some inniiiries I liave been making this 
morning, that he did actually arrive in town only 
the day before yesterday, so that it was impos- 
sible ho could have been concerned in any previous 
machinations of these unhappy rioters, and it is 
not likely that he should have joined them on a 
suddenly. ’ 

* There/s no saying anent that- zeal catches fire 
at a slight sy>ark as fast as a bmiistanc match,' 
observed the secretary. ‘ I liao ken’d a minister 
wad bo fair gndc-day and fair giidc-e’cn wi’ ilka 
man in the parochine, and hing just as quiet as a 
rocket on a stick, till ye mentioned the woi-d ab- 
juration-oath, or jiatronage, or sic-liko, and thou, 
will/, he was off, and uyi in tho air an hnndroci 
miles beyond common manners, common sense, 
and com moil comprehension.* 

‘ I do not understand,’ answered the burgltor- 
magistrate, ‘ that the young man Butler's zeal is 
of so inflammable a character. But I will make 
further investigation. What other ‘business is 
there lieforo us ? * 

And they proceeded to minute investigation* 
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concerning the affair of PoTtoons's death, and 
other affairs through which this history has no 
occasion to trace them. 

In the course of their business they wore in- 
terrupted by an old woman of the lower rank, 
extremely haggard in look, and wTotched in her 
appearance, wio thrust herself into the council 
room. 

‘What do you want, ^udewife? — Who are 
you i ' said Bailio Middleburgh. 

‘ What do I want ! ’ replied she, in a sulky 
tone — * I w'ant my baini, or I want iiaething frac 
iiane o* ye, for as grand’s ye are.’ And she went 
on muttering to herself witli the wayward spite- 
fidness of age — ‘ They maun hao lordshii)s and 
honours, nae doubt -“Set them up, the giittcr- 
Idoods ! and dcil a gciillenmn amaiig them.’-- 
Then again addressing tlio sitting magistrate, 
‘Will yowr honour gie mo back niy pnir crazy 
bairn ? — His honour ! — I hao keu’d the day wdicn 
less wad sor'd him, the oe of a Cainpvere skipper.* 

‘Good w'oman,* said the inagistrato to this 
shrewish supplicant— ‘ toll us wliat it is you want, 
and do not interrupt the court.’ 

‘That’s as inueklo as till say, Bark, Bawtic, 
and he dune wi’t !— 1 toll ye,’ raising her ter- 
magant voice, ‘ I want my bairn ! is na that 
braid Scots ? ’ 

‘ W ho are you ? —who is your bairn ? ’ demanded 
the magistrate. 

. ‘ Wha am I ? — ^^vha siild I be, but Meg Miir- 
dockson, and wha suld my bairn bo but Magdalen 
Murdockson ? — Your guard soldiers, and youreou- 
stablos, and your officers, ken us wool eneuehwheu 
they rive the bite o' duds aff our liaeks, and take 
what penny o’ siller we hao, and harl us to the 
Correction-house in Lcitli Wynd, and nettle us 
up wi’ bread and water and sic-like suiikete.’ 

‘Who is shc^* said the magistrate, looking 
round to some of his people. 

‘Other than a gudo ane, .sir,’ said one of the 
city officers, slirugging his slioulders and smiling. 

‘Will yo say sae?’ said the termagant, her 
eye gleaming with impotent fury ; ‘ an I had ye 
amang tfie i’iggat Whins,* wad'na I set iiiy ten 
talents in your wuzzent fare for that very w’ord 
and she suited the word to the action, by si)read- 
ing out a set of claws resembling those of Saint 
George's dragon on a country sigii-])ost. 

‘What does she want here « ’ said the impatient 
magistrate. — ‘Can slie not tell her business, or 
go away ? ’ 

*lt’s my bairn ! — it’s Magdalen Mnrdoekson 
Pm wantin’,’ answered the beldam, screaming 
at the highest pitch other cracked and inistuncd 
voice — ‘navena I been telling yo sao this half- 
hour? And if yo are deaf, what needs yo sit 
cockit up there, and keep folk seraughiii’ t’yo 
this gait ? ' 

‘She wants her daughter, sir,' said the same 
^oiRcor whoso interference had given the hag such 
' offence before — ‘ her daughter, who was taken up 
last night — Madge Wildfire, as they ca’ her,' 

'Madge Hkllfike, as they ca’ her !' echoed 
tho beldam ; ‘ and what business has a black- 
guard like you to ca* an honest woman*s bairn 
' out o’ her am name ? ’ 


* [This was a name given to a tract of sand biUocIcs ex- 
tending along the sea-shore from Leith to Portobdlo, and 
which at this time were covered with wAfa-bushes or furze,] 


' An woman*s bairn, Maggie ? * answered 
the peace-officer, smiling and shaking his head 
with an ironical emphasis on the adjective, and a 
calmness calculated to provoke to madness the 
furious old slirbw. 

* If I am no honest now, I was honest anee,* 
she lejjlied ; ‘ and that’s inair than yo can say, ye 
horn and bied thief, that never keird ither iolk's 
gear trac your aiu since the day yc was cleckit. 
Honest, say ye? -ye ])ykiL your mother’s pouch 
o’ twalpcmiies Scots when yc weic live ycarsauld, 
just as slie was taking leave o’ your father at the 
iit o’ the gallow'.s,’ 

‘Slie has you there, Geoi gc,’ said tlie assistants, 
and there was a general laugh ; for the wit w^as 
litted for the meridian ot the ]»laec where it 
was utteied. This general a]>])lan.sc soniowhat 
gratified the passions of the old liag ; the ‘ grim 
feature’ smiled, and ev(*ii laughed -but it w’as a 
laugh of bitter seoin. She condescended, how- 
ever, as if ajipeased hy the success of her sally, 
to explain lier business more distinctly, W’hcij 
the magistrate, eommanding silence, again de- 
sired her eitlier to s]>eak out her errand, or to 
leave the ])laee. 

‘ Her bairn,’ she said, ‘ was licr bairn, and she 
came to fetch her out of ill haft and w aur guiding. 
If slie w’asna sac wi£,c as ither folk, fcAV ithor folk 
had suffered ns inuckle as she had done ; forby 
that she could fend the w^aur for lieisoT within 
the four iva’s of a She could prove by fifty 
witnesses, and fifty to that, that lier daughter 
had never seen dock Torteous, alive or aead, 
since he had gien lier a loundcriug wi’ liis cane, 
the neger that ho was ! for driving a dead cat at 
tlie provost’s wig on the Elei^tor of Hanover’s 
birthday.’ 

Notwithstanding the wridched ap])earanco and 
violent demeanour of this w’oiiian, the magistrate 
felt the justice of her argument, that her child 
might be as dear to her as to a more fortunate 
and more amiable iiiollier. He proceeded to 
investigate the eircuiiistanees which had led to 
Madge Min’d oekson’s (or Wildfire’s) arrest, and 
as it w’as clearly shown that slie Ji.-id not been 
engaged in the liot, lie conlented himself with 
directing that nn eye should bn kept upon her 
by the police, but that for the present she 
should be allowed to retiiin home with her 
mother. During the interval of fetching Madge 
from the jail, the magistrate endeavoured to dis- 
cover whether lier mother liad been privy to the 
change of dress betw ixt tliat young w'oinan and 
Robertson. But on this point ho could obtain 
no light. She persisted in declaring, that she 
had never seen Robertson since his remarkable 
esca}>o during service-time ; and that, if her 
daughter had changed clothes with him, it must 
have been during her absence at a hamlet about 
iw’o miles out of town, called Duddiiigstono, 
where she could prove that she passed that 
eventful night. And, in fact, one of the tow u- 
[ officers, wdio hail been searching for stolen linen 
at the ’Cottage of a w'asherw’oman in that village, 
gave his evidence, that ho had seen. Maggie 
Murdockson there, whose presence had consider- 
ably increased his su5]>icion of the house in 
which she was a visitor, in respect that he cou- 
sidei;ed her as a ]icrHon ol no good rcjiutation. 

‘ I tanld ye sae,* s ud the hag ; ‘ sec now what 
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it is to hae a character, cude or had ! — Now, 
maybe, after a\ I coo hi tolT ye something about 
Porteoufl tliat you council-chamber bodies never 
could find out, lor as rnuckle stir as ye mak/ 

All eyes wci’c* turned towards her— all ears 
wei'e alert. * Speak out ! ’ said the magistrate. 

‘It will be for your aiii gude,’ insinuated the 
town-clerk. 

‘Diuna keep the bailie waiting,* urged the 
assistants. 

She remained doggedly silent for tuo or three 
minutes, casting aioiind a maligna u I and sulky 
glance, that seemed to enjoy t lie anxious suspense 
with whieh they waited her answer. And then 
she broke forth at once, A’ that I ken about 
him is, tliiit lio was neither .soldier iior gentle- 
man, but just a lliief and a Idackguard, like 
maist o’ yoursel’s, dears. — Wliat will ye gie me 
for that iiew’s, now'’ —lie wad liae served the 
Glide Town laug or iirovost or bailie wad hae 
fund that out, my jo ! ’ 

While these matters w'ere in discussion, Madge 
Wildfire entered, and her first exclamation w’as, 
‘Eh ! see if tliere isna our auld nc’ci -do-w’oel 
deevil’s buckio o’ a mither. — Hegh, siis ! but we 
are a hoj^eful family, to be tw'a o* us in the Guard 
at aiice. — But llieie were better days wd’ us anco 
— were there na, initlier ’ ’ 

Old Maggie’s eyes had glistened with some- 
thing like an expression of ]ileasure when slie 
saw her daughter set at liberty. But either 
lier natural aflectioii, like that of the tigress, 
could not be displayed w’itliout a strain of 
ferocity, or there wms .something in the ideas 
which Madge’s speech aw-akened, tliat again 
stirred her eioss and savage temper. ‘What 
signifies what w’e were, ye street-raking limmer !* 
she cxclaiTiicd, ])Usliing her daughter liefore her 
1o the door, w'itli no gentle degree of violence. 

‘ I’se tell Ihee what thou Is now — tliou’s a crazed, 
hcllieat Bess o’ Bedlam, that sail taste naething 
but broad and water for a fortnight, to serve ye 
for the plague ye liao gieii me — and ower gudo 
for ye, ya idle taw'pie • ’ 

Madge, howevej-, esca]>ed from lier mother at 
the dooi, ran back to the foot of the table, 
dropped a very low and fiiniastic eurtsoy to the 
judge, and said, with a giggling laugh, — ‘Our 
ininnie’s .sair mis-set, after her ordinar, .sir — 
she’ll hae had sonic (juairel wi’ lie» auld gudo- 
maii —that’s Satan, ye ken, sirs.’ This explanat- 
ory note she g.ive in a low', con fi( Initial tone, and 
the spectatois of that « ledulous generation did 
not hear it w'ithout an involuntary shudder, 
‘The ginlcmaii ainl her dusiia aye grcc weol, 
and then 1 mauii ])av the iiiper ; hut my 
hack’s broail eneneh to lieir’t a —an’ if she hae 
nae havings, that’s nae leason why wis(‘r folk 
sliouldna hae some.* Tine another deep curtsey, 
w'hen the ungiaeious loin of her mother was 
heard, — 

‘Madge, ye liunm i » HI come to fetch yo ! * 

‘Hear till her,’ K,iid Madge. ‘But I’ll w-im 
out a gliff tlie night for a' that, to danec in the 
moonlight, when her and the gudeman will be 
whirrying through the blue lilt on a hnioinshank, 
to see Jai), that tliey hae jmtten iutiB the 
Kirkcaldy To) booth— ay, they wdll hae a merry 
sail ower Inohkeith, and ower a’ the bits o’ 
Ixmnie waves tliat are poppling and plashing 


against the rooks in the gowdon glimmer o’ the 
moon, ye Isen.— I ’m coming, mother— I’m 
coming,^ she concluded, on hearing a souffle at 
the door betwixt the beldam and the officers, 
wlio were endeavouring to prevent lier re- 
entranoe. Mad^ then waved her hand wildly 
towards the ceiling, and sung, at the topmost 
pitch of her voice, — 

‘Up ill the air, 

On my bonnie grey mare, 

And 1 see, and T see, and 1 sec her yet ; ’ 

and witli a hop, skiji, and jump, sprung out of 
the room, as the witches of Macbeth used, in less 
refined days, to seem to ily upwaids from the 
stage. 

Some weeks intervened before Mr. Middle- 
burgh, agreeably to his benevolent resolution, 
found aa opportunity of taking a walk towards 
Saint Leonard’s, in order to discover whether it 
might be possible to obtain the evidence hinted 
at in the anonymous letter respecting Effie 
Doans. 

In fact, the anxious peripiisitious made to 
discover the murderers of Porteous occupied the 
attention of all concerned with the administration 
of justice. 

In the coume of these inquiries, tw'o circum- 
stances happened material to our stiuy. Butler, 
after a close investigation of his conduct, wras 
declared innocent of accession to the death of 
Porteoiis ; but, as having been pre-sent during 
the whole transaction, was obliged to find bau 
not to quit his usual residence at Liberton, that 
he might appear as a witness when called upon. 
The other incident regarded the disappearance 
of Madge Wildfire and her mother from Edin- 
burgh. Wlien they were sought, with the 
purpose of subjecting them to some further 
interrogatories, it w'as discovered by Mr. .Sharjut* 
law that they liad eluded the observation of tlie 
police, and left the city so soon os dismissed 
from the council-chamber. No etf<A’tB could 
trace the place of their retreat. 

Ill the meanwhile, the excessive indignation of 
the Council of Regency at the slight put upon 
their authority by the murder of Porteons, had 
dictated measures, in which their own extreme 
desire of detecting the actors in that conspiracy 
was consulted in jiiefcrencc to the temper of the 
people and the cliaracter of their churchmen. 
An act of jHirliamont ivas hastily jiassed, offering 
two hundred pounds reward to those w'ho should 
inform against any ])erson (*onccriied in the 
deed, and the penalty of death, by a very 
unusual and soveru enactment, W'as denounced 
against those who should harbour the guilty. But 
what was chiefly accounted exce])tionable, was a 
clause, aimointiug the act to be read in churohes 
by the officiating clergyman, on the first Sunday 
of every month, for a certain period, immediately 
before the sermon. The ministers who should 
refuse to comply with this injunction were 
declared, for the first ofibnee, incapable of sitting 
or voting in any cliurch judicature, and for the 
second, incApablo of liolding any ecclesiasiibal 
preferment in Scotland. 

This last order united in a common cause those 
who might privately rejoice in Porteous’s death, 
though they dared not vindicate the manner of 
it, with the more scrupulous I^byterians, whq 
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held that even the pronouncing the name of 
the ‘Lords Spiritual in a Scottish 2 >ulpit was, 
p^anmodot an acknowiedgment of Prelacy, 
and that the injunction of the legislature was an 
interference of the civil government with the 
ius divinmi of Presbytery, since to the Cleucral 
Assembly alone, asrepresonlingthe invisible Head 
of the kirk, belonged the sole and exclusive right of 
regulating whatever porta n "d to public worship. 
Very many, also, of (littereui jiolilical or religious 
sentiments, and therefore not much moved by 
these considerations, thought they saw, in so 
violent an act of |mrliament, a more vindic'tive 
spirit than became the legislature of a great 
cipuntry, and something like an attcmjit to 
trample upon the rights and indoneiidenee of 
Scotland. The various steps adopted lor punish- 
ing the city of Ediiibuigh, hy taking a^\ay her 
ehartor ana liberties, for what a violent and 
overmastering mob had done within her ualls, 
were resented by many, who thought a ju’etext 
was too hastily taken for degrading the ancient 
metropolis of Scotland. In short, there was 
much heart -burning, discontent, and disaffec- 
tion, occasioned by these ill-considered measures.* 

Amidst these beats and dissensions, the trial 
of Bfflo Deans, after she had been many weeks 
Imprisoned, was at lenfftb about to be brought 
forward, and Mr. Middicburgli found loi.sure to 
in(][uirc into the evidence concerning her. For 
this purpose, he chose a tine day for his walk 
towards her father’s house. 

Tlie excursion into the country w'as somewhat 
distant, in the opinion of a burgess of those days, 
although many of the present inhabit .suburban 
villas considerably beyond the spot to which w’o 
allude. Threo-tpiartcrs of an hour’s walk, how- j 
ever, even at a i»aee of magisterial gravity, con- i 
ducted our bonevolont office-bearer to the Crags 
of Saint Leonard’s, and the humble mansion .of 
David Deans. 

The old mall was seated on the deos, or tuif- 
seat, at tlie end of his cottage, busied in mending 
his cart-hariiess with his own hands ; for in those 
days any sort of labour wdiieh retpiired a little 
more skill than usual fell to the share of the 
goodmau himself, and that even when he was 
W'ell to pass in the world. With stem and 
austere gravity he ]>ersovercd in his task, after 
having just raised his head to notice the advance 
of the stranger. It w^ould have been impossible 
to have discovered, fiom his countenance and 
manner, the internal feelings of agony with which 
he contended. Mr. Middlebui'gh W'aited an in- 
stant, expecting Doans would in some measure 
acknowledge his jireseneo, and lead into con- 
versation ; but, as he seemed determined to 
remain silent, he was himself obliged to speak 
lirst. 

* My name is Middlcburgh — Mr. James Middle- 

* The magistrates were closely interrogated liefore the 

House of Peers, conceining the particulars of the Porteous 
mob, and the patois in which these functionarie<i made 
their answers sounded strange in the ears of the Southern 
uobles. Duke of Newcastle having demanded to 

kilow witn what kind of shot the guard which Porteous 
commanded had loaded their mulcts, was answered, 
naively, * Ow, just sic as ane shoots dukes and fools with.' 
'nis reply was considered as a contempt of the House of 
Lords, and the provost would have suffered accordinkly, but 
that the Duke of Ar^le explained, that the expression, pro- 
perly rendered into English, meant dateks and wattr/awl^. 


bu^h, one of the present magistrates of the cil^ 
of Edinburg/ 

‘It may be sae,’ answered Deans laconically, 
and without interrupting his labour. 

‘You must, understand,* he continued, ‘that 
the duty of a magistrate is sometimes an un- 
pleasant one.’ 

‘It may be sae,* reidied David ; ‘I hae naething 
to say ill the contrail’ ; * and he was again 
doggedly silent. 

‘ You must be awaie,’ inirsued the magistrate, 
‘that poisons in my siiiiation are often obliged 
to make paiiiTul and disagieetible inquiries of 
individuals, iiieivly because it is their bouiiden 
duty.’ 

‘It may be sae,* again re])licd Deans ; ‘I hae 
naething to say anent it, either the tae way or 
the t’other. But I do ken there was aiice in a day 
a just and (lod-icaiing magistracy in yon town 
o’ bklinbiirgb, that did not bear the sword in 
vain, but W’cre a tenor to evil-doers, and a praise 
lo siicli as kept the jMilli. In the glorious days 
of aiild wortny faith fu* Provost Dick,^ when 
there was a true and faitbfu* General Assembly 
of the Kirk, w'alking band in hand with the 
real noble Scottish -licaiti‘d barons, and with the 
magistrates of this and other towns, gentles, 
burgesses, and commons of all ranks, seeing with 
one eye, healing with one ear, and upholding 
the ark with Ilnur united strength — And then 
folk might sec men deliver iqj tlieh* silver to the 
static’s use, as if it had been as mucklo sclato 
stanes. My father saw them toom the sacks of 
dollars out o* Provost Dick’s window intill the 
carts that carried tliem to the army at Dmise 
Law ; and if yc winna believe liis testimony, there 
is the window itsel' still standing in the Lucken- 
bootlis — I think il’s a claith-nierchaiit’s booth 
the day J— at the aim staiicliells, five doors 
abmie Oosford’s Close. — But now we haona bio 
spirit amang us ; wo think mail* about the warst 
w.allyrlraiglo in our ain byre, than about tho 
blessing which the angel of the covenant gave to 
the patriarch even at Penicl and Mahanaim, or 
the uindiug obligation of our national vows; 
and w’c wad rather gio a pund Scots lo buy an 
unguent to clear out auld rannell-trees and our 
bods o’ the English bugs, as they ca’ them, than 
wo wad gie a plack to rid tho land of the swarm 
of Armiuian caterpillars, Socinian pismires, and 
deistical Miss Katies, that have ascended out of 
the bottomless pit, to plague this perverse, in- 
sidious, and lukewann generation.* 

It happened to Davie Deans on this occasion, 
as it lias done to many othcr^ habitual orators; 
when once he became ombaiked on his favourite 
subject, the stream of his own enthusiasm carried 
him forward in B]nte of his mental distress, while 
his well-oxerciscd memory supplied him amitly 
with all the types and tropes of rhetoric peculiar 
to his sect and cause. 

Mr. Middleburgh contented himself with an- 
swering, — ‘ All this may be very true, my friend ; 
but, as you said just now, I have nothing to say 
to it at present, either one way or other.— Yoy 
have two daughters, I think, Mr. .Deans 1 * 

The old man winced, as one whose smarting 

t Note M. Sir William Dick of Braid. 

1 1 think so too.— But if the reader be curious, he may 
qon^uh Mr. Chambers's Traditions of Edinburgh. 
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•Qr0 Ib suddenly galled ; but instantly composed 
kinuelfj resumed the work which, in the heat of 
his declamation, he had laid down, and answered 
with sullen lesolution, ‘Ac daughter, sir— only 
ane*’ 

‘I understand you,’ said Mr. Middlelmrgh ; 
‘you have only one daughter here at home with 
you — but this unfoitunitc giil who is a piiaonor 
— she is, I think, your youngest daughter 1 ’ 

The Presbytoriau Hternly raised his eyes. 
‘After the world, and aeconling to the llesh, she 
is my daughter ; but when she hejjame a child of 
Ilelial, and a company- keeper, and a trader in 
guilt and iniquity, she ceased to he a bairn of 
mine.* 

‘Alas, Mr. Doans,’ said Middleburgli, sitting 
down by him, and endeavouring to take Ids 
hand, whieh the old man jiroudly withdrew, 

‘ \ve arc ourselves all sinners ; and the erroi^ ot 
our otFspring, as they ought not 1o surprise us, 
bein|; the portion wliieh they derive of a eornmon 
portion of corraption mlieiited through us, so 
they do not entitle us to east them off bceaiise 
they have lost tlienLselves * 

‘Sir,’ sahl Deans impatiently, ‘I ken a’ that 
as wee] as — I mean to lie resumed, chtTking 

the irritation he felt at being schooled - a dis- 
cipline of the mind whieh those most ready to 
bestow it on others do thems<‘lves most reluct- 
antly submit to ieceive--‘I nuan to say, that 
what ye observe may be just and reasonable. 
But 1 liae iiae freedom to enter into my ain 
private affairs wV strangers. — And now', in this 
great national oniergeiK’y, when theie’s the 
Portftous’ Act has come doim frae Tjondon, that 
is a deeper blow to this poor sinfu’ kingdom and 
suffering kirk than oiiy tint has been heard of 
since the foul and fatal Tost -at a time like 
this * 

‘But, goodman,’ interrupted Mr. Middleburgh, 
‘you must think of your (»\\n household first, or 
else you are w^orso even Ihiii the infidels.’ 

‘ I tell yo, BaiUe Middleburgh,’ letorted David 
Deans, ‘if ye bo a bailir, js llieie is little honour 
in hoiiig aiio in these evil days--! tell ye, I heard 
tlie gracious Saiiiiders IVdeii — I wotna wlian it 
was ; but it was in killing time, uheii the 
jdow'ors w<TC tlraw'ing alang 1 heir furro>\ s on the 
Wk of the Kirk of Seolhind —I heaid him tell 
liis heirers, glide and waled Chnstiaii'- they were 
too, that some o’ tliem w'ad greet inair for a hit 
drowned ealf or stirk than for a’ llin defections 
am} oppressions of the d.iy ; jiiid that they were 
some o’ them thinking o’ w thing, some o’ 
anithor, and there was Lsdy Iliindlesloj)c thiiik- 
iug o’ greeting Joek at the fireside ’ And the 
lady confessed in my healing that n drew of 
anxiety had eomo ower lier lor her son that she 
had left at hame weak of a d cay.*— And what 
wad ho hao said of me if 1 Jiad (e.ise(l to f Jiink of 
the gude cause for a east iivay - a It kills me to 
think of Avhat she is ! ’ 

‘But the life r)f j<mr child, goodman — think 
of tliat — if her life could be saved,* said Middle- 
burgh, 

‘Her life!'* exclaimed David— ‘I w'adiia gie 
BQO 0* my grey hairs for her life, if Jier glide name 
Iw-gane.— And yet/ said he* ivlenting and ro- 


* See p. 14 


tractinj; as he spoke, *1 wad mako the niffer, 
Mr. Middleburgh^I wad gie a’ those grey hairs 
that she has brought to shame and sorrow^ — I 
wad gie the auld head they mw on for her life, 
and that she might hae time to amend and 
return, for what iiac the wicked beyond the 
breath of their nosthrils ? - but I’ll never see^ lior 
niair. — No ! — that — that I am determined in — 
I’ll never see her mair ! ’ Ilis lips continued to 
move for a minute after his voice ceased to be 
heard, as if lie were repeating the same vow 
internally. 

‘Well, sir,’ said Mr. Middleburgh, ‘I spei^t^ 
you as a man of sense ; if you would ^aveiA^, 
daughter’s life, you must use human meanMM|i^|< 

‘I understand what you mean ; 

Novit, who is the procurator and doer ow® 
hoiiourahlo person, the Laird of Dunibiedikes, is 
to do w^hat carnal wisdom can do for her in the 
circumstances. Mysol’ am not clear to trinqnet 
and traffic wi’ courts o’ justice as they are now 
constituted ; I have a tenderness and scruple in 
my mind anent them ’ 

‘That is to say,' .said Middlebiiigli, * that you 
aic a Cameroiiian, and do not acknowledge the 
authority of our courts of judicature, or present 
government ? ’ 

‘Sir,“nnder your favour,’ replied David, who 
was too proud of his own polemical knowledge to ■ 
call himself the folloivcr of any one, ‘yo take 
me up before I fall down. I eanna sen w'hy I 
auld bo termed a Camcroniaii, especially now 
that ye liae given the name of that famous and 
savoury sufferer, not only niitil a regimental 
band of 8ouldiers,t wdiereof I am told many can 
now curse, swear, and use profane language, aa 
fast as ever Richard Cameron could preach or 
pray, but also because yo have, in as far as it is 
in your power, rendered that martyr’s name vain 
and contemj>tiblo, by pipes, drums, and fifes, 
playing the vain carnal spring called tlio Camc- 
roman Kant, which too many professors of re- 
ligion (lance to — a practice maist unbccopiing a 
])rofessor to dance to any tune whatsoever, more 
especial ly promiscuously, that is, with the feinala 
A nnitish fashion it is, wliilk is the be- 
ginning of defection with many, as I may hae as 
muckle cause as maist folk to testify.’ 

‘Well, but, Mr. Deans,’ replied Mr. Middlo- 
burgli, ‘ I only meant to say that you were a 
raineronian, or MacMillanite, one of the society 
l>eople, in short, who think it ineousistont to 
take oaths under a government where the Cove- 
nant is not ratified.^ 

‘Sir,’ ipplied the controversialist, who forgot 
even his present distress in such discussions aa 
these, ‘ you cannot fickle mo sac easily os you do 
opine. 1 am 7fol n MaeMillanifo, or a Rnsselite, or 
a Hamiltonian, or a Ilarleyilc, or a Howdcnito§ 

— I will be led by the nose by none —I take my » 
name as a Christian from no vessel of clay, 1 
iiavo my own princii>lc8 and practice to answer 
for, and am an humble jdcader for the gude auld 
cause in a legal way.’ 

‘ That is to say, Mr. Deans, ’said Middlcbpj^h, 
'that you arc a Ikamte^ and have opinions 
lieculiar to yourself.’ 

"t [hSt. a6th Footi 
t Sto NouKF. Pa^ick Walker, 
f Ah vorioui species of the great genus 
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‘It may please you to say sao,’ said David 
Deans ; * but I have maintained my testimony 
before as great folk, and in sharper times ; and 
though I will neither exalt myself nor pull down 
others, I wish every man and woman in this land 
had kept the tuie testimony, and the mi<ldle and 
straight path, os it weie, on the ridge of a hill, 
where wind and water slie.irs, avoiiHng right- 
liand snares ami extremes, and left-hand way- 
slidings, as weel as .lohhny Dodds of Farthing’s 
Acre, and ae man mair that shall he nameless.* 

‘ I suppose,* replied the magistrate, ‘ that is as 
much as to say, that Johnny Dodds of Farthing’s 
Acre, and David Deans of Saint Leonard’s, con- 
stitttte the only memhors of the true, real, iin- 
sojihisticated Kirk of Scotland ? ’ 

‘God forbid tliat I suld make sic a vaiii-glorions 
speech, when there are-sae mony j)rofessiiigChiis- 
tians ! ’ answered David ; ‘ hut lliiM I maun say, 
that all men aet according to tiieir gilts and their 
gi'aoc, sae that it is nao marvel that ’ 

‘ Tliat 'is all v<‘ry fine,’ interrupted Mr. Middle- 
burgh ; ‘ but I have no time to spend in hearing 
it. The matter in hand is this. - T have dlreetcd 
a eitatiou to he lodged in yonr JaugJiter’s hands. 
— If she appears on the day of the trial and gives 
evidence, thei'O is reason to hojio she may save 
her sister's life- if, from any eonstrained sciiiplos 
about the legality of her ]>erforming the otlieo of 
an aflectionatc sister and a good sulyeet, by ap- 
pearing in a court held under the authority of 
the law and goveniniont, you heeomp the means 
of deten’ing her from the discharge of this duty, 

I must say, though the tiuth may sound harsh 
in your ears, that yon, who gave life to this im 
ha])py girl, will become the means of her losing 
it by a premature and violent death.' j 

So saying, Mr. Middlchurgh turned to leave, 
him. 

‘Bide awee— hide aw'ee, Mr. Middlchurgh,* 
said Deans, in givat perplexity and distress of 
mind ; birt the bailie, who was probably sensible 
that i>rotraeted discussion mignt diunnish the 
effect of Jus best and most forcible argument, 
took a hasty leave, and declined entering further 
into the controversy. 

Doans sunk down upon his seat, stunned witli 
a variety of eonllicting emotions. It liad been a 
great source of eonfrovorsy among those holding 
his opinions in religious* matters, how far the 
government wliieh succeeded the Revolution 
could be, without sin, acknowledged by true Pres- 
bytemns, seeing that it did not recognise the 
great national testimony of the Solemn League 
and Covenant. And latterly, those agreeing in 
this general doctrine, and assuming the sounding 
title oj[ ‘The anti -Popish, anti-Prelatic, anti- 
Erastian, anti-Sectarian, true Presbyterian rem- 
nant,’ wore divided into many j»elty sects among 
themselves, even as to the extent of suhmii».sion 
to the existing laws and rulcis which constituted 
such an acknowledgment as amounted to sin. 

At a very stormy and tumultuous meeting, 
held in 1682, to discuss these im])ortant and 
deBoate points, the testimonies of the faithful 
few were found utterly inconsistent W’ith each 
other.* The place where this coiiferonce took 
>. ju, 

This remarkable convocation took placC upon xsth 
June x 682^ and an account of its confu&cd and divisive 


place was remarkably well adapted for such on 
assembly. It was a wild and very sequestered 
dell in IVeeddale, surrounded by high hills, ami 
far remote from human habitation. A small 
ri\er, or rather a mountain toirent, called the 
Talla, breaks dowui the glen with great fury, 
dashing successively over a number of small cas- 
cades, wbieh has pioeurcd ihe spot the name of 
Talla Linns. Ileie the h'aders among the scat- 
tered adhcicnts to the Covenant, men who, in 
their }>anishrnent from lininan society, and in the. 
recollection of the sexeiitirs to wdiich they had 
been exposed, had become at once sullen in their 
tem])pra, and fantastic in their religious opinions, 
met witii arms in their hands, and by the side 
of the torrent <Uscnssed, with a turhiileiicc which 
the noise of the stream could not drown, points 
of controversy as empty and nnsubstaiitial as its 
foam. 

It was the fixed judginent of most of the meet- 
ing, that all ]).iyiiient of cess or triluito to the 
existing government was utterly unlawful, and a 
sacrificing to idols. About other impositions and 
degrees of submission there w ei c various opinions ; 
ami jieihaps it is the best ilJiistiation of the spirit 
of those military fatheis of the cliurch to say, 
that W'hile all allowed it w^as impious to 2 »ay the 
ecss ciiqdoycd for maint/iining the standing army 
and militia, theio was a fierce controversy on the 
lawfulness of 1‘aying the duties levied at porta 
and bridges, for inaintaiiiing roads and other 
necessary purjioses ; tliat there w^ro some who, 
reiuignant to these imposts for turnpikes and 
jiontagcs, were nevertheless free in conscience to 
make payment of the usual freight at publio 
ferries, and that a ]>erson of exceeding and 
luiiictilious zeal, James Russel, one of the slayers 
of the Archbislioi) of St. Andrews, had given his 
testimony with great warmth even against this 
last faint shade of subjection to constituted 
authority. This ardent and enlightened person 
and his followers had also great scruples about 
the laivfiilness of bestowing the ordinary names 
u2>oii the days of the w’cok and the months of 
the year, which savoured in their nostrils so 
strongly of paganism, that at length they arrived 
at the conclusion that they who owned such 
names as Monday, Tuesday, January, I’ebruary, 
and so forth, ‘served themselves lieirs to the 
same, if not gicater iiunishmenf, than had been 
deiiouneed against the idolaters of old.* 

David Deans had been present on this memor- 
able occasion, although too young to be a cqieakor 
among the polemical combatants. His braiu, 
how'ever, had been thoroughly heated by the 
noise, clamour, and melapnysical ingenuity of 
the discussion, and it was a controversy to w’bicli 
his mind bad oftmi returned ; and though he care- 
fully disguised his vacillation from others, and 
perlia]>s from himself, ho had never been able to 
come to any tirecise line of dcoision on the sub- 
jeet. In fact, his natural sense bad acted as a 
eounter^ioiso to his controversial zeal. Ho w^as by 

proceedings may be found in Michael Shield's FaiiJ^l 
Centendin^s Displayed at Glasgow, 1780), p. 
2X. It afTords a singular and melancholy example how 
much a metaphysical and polemical spirit bad crept in 
^ongst these unhapp)* sufferers, since amid ao many real 
injuries which they hod to sustain, they were disced to 
add disagreement and disunion concerning tl|Q 
and extent ofsuoh as we|^ only imaginary. 
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no moans pleased with the quiet and indiUercnt 
iji which King Wjlliam^s governiiiont 
slurred over the errors of the times, when, far 
from restoring tlie Presbyterian Kirk to ite iornier 
supremacy, tTioy piisscd an Act of Oblivion even 
to those who had been its persecutors, and Vw- 
stowed on many of tlieni titles, favours, and om- 
jdoymeuts. When, in the first General Assembly 
which siicfocded the Revolution, an overture w’lis 
iiudo for tlio revival of the League and Covenant, 
it was with hoiTor that Doueo David heaid the 
'proposal eluded by the men of carnal wit and 
policy, as he called them, as being iiiajiplieable 
to the present times, and not tailing under the 
modern model of the clmvcli. Tlu* reign of <}ueen 
Aune hod increased his convict ion, that tlie 
Rovolutiou govonmieiit was not one of the true 
Pressbyterian comjdoxiou Hut then, more sen- 
sible than the bigots of his sect, he did not con- 
found the moderation and tol(M’aiu*t* of these two 
reigns with the active tyranny and oppresbion 
exercised in those of Charles II. and James IT. 
The Presbyterian form of religion, though <le- 
prived of the weight formerly attached to its 
sentences of excommunication, and compelled to 
. tolerate tlie co-cxisterico of Kpiseo]»acy, and of 
soots of various doscrintious, wiis still the 
National Oliurch ; and though tlio glory of the 
se<Jond tomnlcwMs far inferior to that which hatl 
flourished rroiu ICftl) till the battle of Duiibar. 
still it was a structure tliat, anting the strength 
and the terrors, retained at least the form and 
symmetry, of the original model. Then (Mine the 
insurrection in 1715, and David Dcans’s horror 
for the revival of the popisli and ]irelati(Ml faction 
reconciled him greatly to the government of King 
George, although he grieved that that monarcli 
might be sus])ected of a leauing unto Hrastian- 
ism. Ill short, moved by so many ditieveiit con- 
siderations, he had shifted his gi-ouud at ditferent 
times, eoiiccrning the degree ol freedom whieli ho 
felt in adopting any act of iiiimcdiate ackiiow- 
ledgniout or submission to the ])rcs<’nt govcni- 
ment, which, liowevcr mild and paternal, was 
still uncovenautod ; and now he felthimself called 
upon, by the most ))owcrful motive conceivable, 
to authorize his daughter’s giving testimony in a 
court of jiistic'O, which all who have liecn since 
called Caineronians accounted a stefi of lament- 
able and direct defection. TIio vo’ce of nature, 
how'ever, exclaimed aloud in his bosom against 
the dictates of laiiatieism ; and ]jis imagiiirition, 
fertile in the solution of ])oh*i ideal di til ciil ties, 
devised an expedient for cNtricating hiins(*lf from 
the fearful dilemma, iu which lie saw, on the 
one side, a falling olflnnn })iinciplc, and, on the 
other, ^ scene from wliich a fatlioi h thought*’ 
“ could not but turn in shuddering honor. 

* I have been constant ai d uiicliiingcd iu my 
testimony,’ said David Deans ; ‘but then who 
has piiid it of mo, that 1 have jiidgeil my neigli- 
hour over closely, because lie hath had more 
fro6(lom in his walk than T have found in niinn ? 
I Hfiver was a separatist, nor for quarrelling with 
tender souls about mint, cummin, or other the 
l^er tithes. My daughter Jean may have a 
light on this subject that is hid frae niy auJd 
«eu*-*-lt is kid on her conscienoo, and not on mine. 

she hath freedom to gang before this judi- 
catory, and hold up her band for this l>oor cast- 


away, surely I will not s^ she steppeth over her 

bounds ; and if not’ He paused in his mental 

argument,’ while a pang of unutterable anguish 
convulsed his features ; yet, shaking it ou, he 
firmly resumed the strain of his reasoning — 
‘And IK ^OT — God forbid that she should go 
into defeofioii at bidding of mine ! I wuuna 
fict the tender conscience of one bairn — no, not 
to sa\c Llic lilt' of the other.’ 

A Roman would have devoted his daughter to 
death from ditferent Icelings and motives, but 
not upon a more licioie principle o<^duty. 


CllARi'ER XVIIL 

To man, in tins his tual st.ite, 

The priviletro is j^iven, 

When tuss'il hy tides of hnnuii fate, 

To aiiGiui fast ou hca\en. 

WArib'b Hynm, 

Ir WiW with a firm step that Doans sought his , 
(Unghtcr’s apartment, (Ictci mined to leave her 
to the light of li(‘r tiwii conscience in the dubious , 
loiiit of casuistry in wliich lie supposed her to 
le plactsl. 

Tlie little room had been the sleeping apart- 
inoiit of both sistci'M, and there still stood there 
a small occasional Ixsl which had been made for 
Kllic’s accommodutum. when, comiikltuug of lib 
ness, she had deoUiied to share, as in happier 
times, licr sister’s pilloiv, Tlie eyes of Deans 
rcst(*d involuntarily, ou entering the room, upon 
this little eoueh, with its daik-greon coarse cur- 
tains, and tlie ideas eonneeted with it rose IM) 
thiek upon his soul as almost to inca]iuuitato 
liim from (>i>oiiing his iMraiid to his daughter. 
Her occupation broke the icc. lie found her 
ga/ing on a sliji of jMiier, which contained a 
citation to her to ajipear as a wdtncss upon lior 
sister’s liial in behalf ol the aeeused.* For tlie 
woitliy magistrate, determined to omit no chaueo 
of doing Eliie justice, and to leave her sister no 
a))ology Jor imt giving the evidence wliich she 
was sujiposcd to jmssess, had caused the ordinary 
citation, or suhponm^ of tlic Scottish criminal 
court, to be served upon licr by an oflieer diiidug 
his conference with David. 

This precaution w’as so Jar favourable to Doans, 
tliat it saved him the pain of entering upon a 
formal explanation wdth Ids daughter ; he only 
Said, with a hollow’ and ti emulous voice, ‘I per- 
ceive ye are aware of the matter.’ 

*0, fatli(‘r, wo aie cruelly sted between God’s 
law’s and man’s laws. - What shall wo do ? — What 
can w 0 do ? * 

Jeanio, it must ho observed, had no hesitation 
whulevcr about the mere act of ajipearing in a 
court of justice. She might have heard the 
jpoiut diHcusHed by lier father more than once ; 
Imt w(' have already noticed that she was accus- 
tomed to listen with reverenoo to much which 
she was incapable of understanding, and thtit 
subtle ar^piments of casuistry found her a pati^t, 
but unedified hearer. Upon receiving the cita- 
tion, therefore, her thoughts did not turn upon 
the chimerical scruples which alarmed her father’s 
mind, but to the language which had been held 
to her by the stranger at Musohat’s Cair&< la 
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ft word, she never doubted but she was to bo 
dragged forward into the court of justice, in 
order to place her in the cruel position of either 
sacrificing her sister^ by teJling the truth, or 
committing perjury in order to save her lift*. 
And so strongly did iie*r thoughts run iu this 
channel, that she a)»plied lier iat J ut’s words, 

* Ye are aware of the ui.ittcr,* to Ins atspiaiut- 
ance with the advice that liad hceu so fearlully 
enforced upon her. She looked up with anxious 
surprise, not unniingled wntli a east of horror, 
which his next words, as she iutoriTctod and 
applied them, were not qualified to j'einove. 

‘Daughter,’ said David, ‘it lias ever lieen my 
■mind, that in things of ano doubtful and con- 
troversial nature, ilk Christian’s eoiiseienee suld 
be his aiii guide.- -Wherefore df'seeiid into your- 
self^, try your ain mind with suflicieiiey of soul 
exercise, and as 3'ou sail filially find yourself 
clear to do in this matter — even so be it.’ 

‘IJut, father,’ said Jcanic, whose mind revolted 
at the construction 'whieh she naturally ]»ut upon 
his language, ‘can this — this he a (loubtful or 
controversial matter Mind, father, the ninth 
command — “Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against tly neighbour.” ’ 

David Deans paused ; for, still applying her 
speech to his prccoiie(*i\ed difficulties, it seemed 
to him as if s/ic, a w-oman, and a sister, was scarce 
entitled to be scrupulous upon this occasion, 
where /ir, a man, exei eised in the testimonies of 
that te.stifyiug jieriod, had given indirect coun- 
tenance to her following what must have been 
the natural di(*tates of her own feelings. But 
he kept firm his puiqiose, until his eyes involuii- 
tavily rested upon the little seftle-bcd, and re- 
called the foim of fho child of his old age, as 
she sat upon it, ])ale, e.niaciatcd, and broken- 
hearted. His mind, as tin* ]»icturo arose before 
him, iiivoluntaiily conceived, and liis tongue in- 
voluntarily uttered — but in a tone how dilferent 
from histusual dogniatii'al preeision ! — argunieiits 
for the course of conduct likely to ensure his 
child’s safety. 

‘Daughter,’ ho said, ‘ I did not say that your 
lath was free from stumbling — and, quest ion - 
ess, this act may be in the opinion of some a 
transgression, since he wdio beard h witness un- 
lawfully, and against his conscience, doth in some 
sort bear false tvitness against his neighbour. Y «*t 
in matters of compliance, the guilt lieth not in 
the compliance sae iniickle, as in tho mind and 
conscience of him that doth comply; and, there- 
fore, although my testimony hath not been sjiared 
upon public defections, I hacna felt fieedom to 
separate' mysel’ from the communion of many 
who have boon clear to hoar those ministers w ho 
have taken tho fatal indulgence because they 
might get good of them, though I could not.’ 

W'l\en David had proceeded thus far, his con- 
soienoe reproved him, that ho might be indirectly 
undermiiftng the purity of his daughter’s faith, 
and smoothing the w'ay for her falling off from 
strictness of principle. Tie therefore suddenly 
stepped, and changed his tone : — * Jeaiiie, I per- 
ceive that our vile affections— so I call them iu 
respect of doing the will of our Father— cling 
too heavily to m,e in this hour of trying sorrow, 
to permit me to keep sight of my ain duty, or 
to airt you to yours« 1 will speak nae malr 


anent this ovcrtryiiig matter. — Joanie, if ye can, 
wi* God and glide conscience, speak iu favour of 
this puir uijLapjiy ’ — (here his voice faltered) — 

‘ She is jroui’ sister in the flesh— worililobs and 
castaw’ay as she is, she is the dauglitor of a saint 
in lioavpii, that w'as a mother to you, Jeanie, iu 
jilace of 30111* ain — but if yo arena free in con- 
science to speak for her in the court of judicature, 
follow 30111* coiiM ieiice, Jeanie, and let God’s will 
be done.’ Aitov this adjnialion he left the apart- 
ment, and his fUiighld* remained in a state of 
great distress and p^•lple^I(3^ 

I It w’ould have heen no sinall addition to the 
sonows of David Deans, even in this extremity 
of suffering, had ho known that his daughter w'as 
applying the casnislical argumciifs wiiicli ho had 
been using, not in the snisc of a jiennission to 
follow her own opinimi 011 a dubious and dis- 
puted ])oiui of eoniroM*rs3, but rather as an 
encouragement to liansgi-css one of those divine 
comniandnients wliieli Ciirisiiaiis of all sects and 
denoinimitioiiH unite in holding most sacred. 

‘(’an this be i* said Jeanie, as the door olosod 
on her latlier — ‘(’an Ihese be Jjis words that I 
have heard, or has the Fneiiiy taken his voice 
and features to give weight unto the counsel 
which caiis(‘(h fo polish^ — a sister’s life, and a 
father ])oiiiting out how fo save it! — 0 (j!od, 
deliver me • - ihis is a fe.nfu’ temjiiafion.’ 

Roaming from thought to thought, she at one 
time imagiiioti her fa flier uiidci stood the ninth 
coininamlineiit literally, as proliibifing false wit- 
ness our ni^iglilauii, without extending 

tho denuncialion against falsehood nftered iiv 
favour of the ciiminal. But her clear and un- 
so])liisficated powtr of disci imiiia ting betw'ceu 
good and evil, instantly rejected an interpreta- 
lion so limited, and so uinvorlhy of tho Author 
of tho law’. She riunaiiied in a state of tho most 
agitating terror and uncertainty— a fi aid to com- 
iiiuuicate her thoughts freely to her father, lest 
she should draw loith an opinion W’ith W’hich 
she could not ciniiply, wrung with distress riii 
her sister’s account, rendeied the more acute by 
r^iecting tli.it tho ineaiis of saving her weic iu 
her power, but were such ns her conscience pro- 
hiliitcd her fioni using, — lossed, in short, like a 
vessel in an open roadstead during a storm, and, 
like that \essel, j*esling on one only sure cable 
and anchor,- -faith in rrovideiice, and a resolu- 
tion to discharge her duty. 

Bnller's affection and stiong sense of religion 
wonltl have been her iirincipal support in these 
distressing cii cum stances, but he was still under 
rcstiaiiit, which did not permit him to come to 
Saint Leonard’s Crags ; and her distresses were of 
a nature which, w’itli her indifferent habits of 
scliolaislii]), she found it impossible to express in 
writing. She was therefore conipellod to trust 
for guidance lo her ow'ii unassisted sense of w'hat 
w’as right or W’roiig. It w’as not the least of 
Jeanio’s dislresses, that, although she hoped and 
boKcved her sister to be iiiiioceut, she had not 
the means of receiving that assurance ft’om her 
owui mouth. 

Tho double-dealing of Ratcliffo in the matter 
of Robertson had not prevented his being re- 
warded, as double-dealers frequently have been, 
with favour and preferment. Sharpitlaw, w’ho 
found in him something of a kindred genius, had 
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bd^n interocfisor in liis behalf with the ma^s- 
trates, and tlio circunishmco of his having 
.voluntarily remained in the jn’ison, when the 
doors were forced by the mob, would have made 
it a hard measure to take the life wliicli he had 
such easy means of .saving. lie received a iull 
jiardon ; and soon afterwards, James llateliflb, 
the greatest tliief and housebreaker in Scotland, 
was, upon the faitli, perhaps, of an ancient 
proverb, selected ns a person to be entiuste<i 
witli the custody of other delinquents. 

When Ratclilfe was thus jdaced in a eon- 
hdontial situation, he was repeatt*dly aiqJicd to 
by the sapient Saddletree and otliers, who took 
some interest in the I)t‘ans family, to proeure an 
interview between the sisters ; hut the niagis- 
trateSy who were extremely anxious for the a])pre- 
hensiuii of Robertson, bad given strict order.s 
to the contrary, hoping that, by keeping them 
separate, they might, from the one or the ollnu*, 
extract some inh)rniaiion lespccting tliat fugitive. 
On this subject Jeanie liad nothing to tell Ihem. 
She. informed Mr. Middleburgh, that she knew 
nothing of Robertson, except having met him 
that night by a|)poiritinent to give lici some 
advice respecting her sister’s concern, the purport 
of which, she said, was betwixt God and her 
conscience. Of his motions, purposes, or plans, 
past, present, or future, she knew nothing, and 
so had nothing to eoiumunicate. 

EfRe was ecjually silent, though from a different 
cause. It was iii vain that they offered a com- 
mutation and alleviation of her punishment, and 
even a free pardon, if she would confess what 
she knew of ner lover. She answered only with 
tears ; unless, when at times driven into pettish 
sulkiness by the j)erse(*uti()n of the interrogators, 
Elbe nifule them abru]>r, and disrespectful answers. 

At length, after her trial had been delayed for 
inanv weeks, in hoi)es she might bo induced to 
speak out on a subject inlinitoly more interesting 
to the magistracy than her own guilt or inno- 
cence, their j)atieiiee was worn out, and even 
Mr. Middleburgh finding no ear lent to further 
intercession in her behalf, the day was fixed for 
the trial to proceed. 

It was now, and not sooner, that Sharpitlaw', 
rocolleeting his promise to Eftle Deans, or rather 
being dinned into eomjiliance by the unceasing 
remoiiotrancos of Mrs. Saddletree, who was his 
next-door neighbour, and wdio declared it wa.s 
heathen cruelty to keo]) the twa broken-hearted 
creatures separate, issued the important man- 
date, permitting them to sec each other. 

On the evening which preeocled tlie eventful 
^y of trial, Jeaiiie was permitted to see her 
sister— an awful interview', aii<l occurring at a 
moat distressing crisis. 'Ph's, however, formed 
a part of the bitter eu]» wlmli she w-as doomefl 
to drink, to atone for crimes and follies to which 
she had no accession; and at twelve o’clock 
noon, heing.the timo aiipoiiitcd for admission to 
the jail, she went to imet, for the lust time for 
several months, licr guilty, erring, and most 
misorablo sister, in that uboilc of guilt, error, ami 
utter misery. 
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CffAPTER XIX. 

Sweet sister, let me live ! 

What sin you do to save a brother's life, 

Nature dispenses with the deed so far, 

'ili.it It becomes a vntuc. 

Mfasurv for Mhasurp. 

Ji.\MK Di:vns w'as admitted into the jail hy 
Ratclilfe. This fellow', as void of shame as of 
lioncst}’^, ns he ojiened the now trebly secured 
door, asked her, w’ith a leer which made her 
shudder, ‘ whether she lememhcrod him ? ’ 

A half-pronoiineed and timid ‘No* was hcr^ 
answer. 

‘ Wliat ! not remember moonlight, and Mns- 
chal’s (\iirn, and Rob and Rai 1’ said ho, with 
the same sneer. — ‘Your inemoiy needs redding 
lip, my jo.’ 

If .leanie’s dist losses had admit led of aggrava- 
tion, it must have been to liiid her sister under 
the charge of such a }»rt)lligatc as this man. He 
w'as not, indeed, witluuit something of good to 
balance so much that w'as evil in bis character . 
and habits. In bis misdt'ineaiiouis be bad never 
been bloodlliirsLy or cruel ; and in bis }>rcsont 
ocenpation lie liad shown himself, in a certain 
degree, aeeessibh* to touches of humanity. But 
these good qualities were unknown to Jeanie, 
who, remembering the scene at Musehat’s Cairn, 
could scarce find voice to acquaint him, that she 
had an order from Bailie Aliddlebiirgh, permit- 
ting her to see her sister. 

* I ken that fn’ w'cel, my hoimics doo ; raair by 
token, 1 have a special charge to stay in the 
ward witli you a’ the time ye are thcgitlicr.’ 

‘Must that be sae?' asked Jeanie, with an 
imploring voice. 

‘ Uout, ay, hinny,’ replied tlie turnkey; ‘and 
VI hat the wanr will yon and your tittle be of Jim 
Rat<*litro hearing what yc hae to say to ilk othdr? 

• Deil a word yo’ll say that will gar •him ken 
your kittle sex better than lie kens them already ; 
and .‘inother thing is, that if ye dinmi^speak o* 
breaking the Tol booth, dcil a word will I tell 
ower, cither to do ye g loil or ill.’ 

Thus saying, Rn tel ille marshalled her the W'ay 
to the ajiartinciit when* Klfie was eontincd. 

iShame, fear, and gi-ief had ^contended for 
ma.stcry in the poor prisoner’s bosom during the 
whole morning, while she had looked forw^ard to 
this meeting; hut w'lien the door opened, all 
gave way to a confused and strange fooling that 
had a tinge of joy in it. as, throwing herself on 
her sister’s ncek, she ejni*nlated, ‘ My dear 
Jeaiiio ! — my d('ar Jeanie ! it’s laiig since I hao 
.sc<n yo.’ Jeanie returned the embrace with an 
earnestness that }iartook almost of rapture, hut 
it W’as only a flit ling emotion, like a simlieam 
uncxpeetedly iienet rating betwixt the clouds of 
a tempest, and obscured almost as soon as visible. 
The .sisteis walked together to tlio side of the 
pallet betl, and sat down side hy side, took hold 
of each otlior’s liands, and looked each other in 
the face, hut without sj leaking a* word. Jn tliis 
jiosturo they' remained for a minute, while the 
gleam of joy gradually faded from their features, 
and gave w^ay to the most intense expression, 
fimt of melanoholy, and then of agony, till, 
throwing themsdlves again into each other’s 
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arms, they, to use the iangua^ of Scripture, 
lifted u^ iuoir voices, aud wept Dittorjy. 

liven the hard-hearted turnkey, who had spent 
his life ill scenes calculated to stiflo both eun- 
Rcicnce and feeling, could not witness this scene 
without a touch of human sympathy. It Avas 
shown in a trifling action but which had more 
delicacy in it than seemed lo belong to Hfitclillc’s 
oliaracter and station. 'J'lic ungla/cd wimlow of 
the miserable chamber A^.ls open, and the beams 
of a bright sun fell right upon the bed A\heiv the 
sulfei'ers were seated. With a gentleness that 
liad something of reverence in it, llatcliffe partly 
closed tlio shutter, and seemed tlius to throw a 
veil over a scene so s{)rrowful. 

* Ye are ill, liflie,’ Aveve the tirst words Jeaiiio 
could utter ; ‘ye arc very ill.’ 

‘0, what wad I gic to he ten times waiir, 
Jeanio ! ’ was the rejfly— ‘what wad I gie to he 
canid deid afore the ten o’clock bell the morn ! 
And onr father — but 1 am his bairn nac langer 
now.- 0, I hae nae friend left in the warld ! — O 
that I were lying dead at my inother’s side, in 
Ncwbattlo kirkyard ! ’ 

‘ ITout, lassie,’ said Eatclitfo, willing to show' 
the interest which he absolutely felt, ‘ dinna ]»c 
sao dooms doon-hcaited as a’ that; there’s mony 
a tod hunted that’s no killed. Advocate I^aiig- 
tale has brought folk through waur snappcis 
than a’ this, and tlicic’s no a cleverer agent than 
Nichil Novit e’er drew a bill of suspension. 
Hanged or unhanged, they arc wtoI aff has sic 
ail agent and counsel ; ane’s sure o’ fair play. 
Ye arc a bonnic lass, too, an j-e wad busk up 
your cockcrnony a bit ; ond a bonnio lass will 
lind favour Avi' judge aud jury, Avlicn they avouM 
strap up a gruesome carle like me for the lifteenth 
jiart of a flea’s bide and tallow, d n them.* . 

To this homely strain of eonsolation the 
mourners returned no ansAA'cr ; indeed, theyAAeic 
so* much lost in their owm sorrows as to have 
become <nsensiblc of Ibiteliflb’s prcseiiee. ‘O, 
Eflic,’ said her older sisli'r, ‘ hoAv tould you con- 
ceal your situation from me ? 0, Avoinan, had I 
deservcfl this at your hand had ye spoke but 
ae word— sorry avo might hao been, and shamed 
Avc might hae been, but this awfii’ dispensation 
had never conic ower us.’ 

‘And Avhat glide Avad that hae dune ?' answ'crcd 
the prisoner. ‘ Na, na, Jeanic, a’ was oAver Avht u 
anoe I forgot Avhat I jiromised wdien I fauldcd 
doAnx the leaf of my llible. See,’ she said, pro- 
ducing the sacred volume, ‘ the book ojiens aye at 
the place o’ itsel’. 0 sec, Jeanic, AAliat a fearfu’ 
scripture ! * 

Jeanie took her sister’s llible, and found that 
the fatal mark w'as made at this impressive text 
in the book of Job : ‘ Jle hath strijipcd me of my 
glory, and taken tlic eroAvn from my licad. Ho 
hath destroyed mo on every side, and 1 am gone. 
And mine hope hath he reiuovoil like a tree.’ 

* Isna that oAvor true a doctrine ? ’ said the 
prisoner — ‘ Isna my croAvn, my honour, removed ? 
And what am I but a poor, wasted, wan-thriven 
trte. du^ up by the roots, and flung out to wasto 
in the highway, that man and beast mav tread it 
underfoot t I thought o’ the bonnie bit tliom that 
our father rooted out o* tlie yard last May, when 
it had a’ the flush o’ blossoms on it ; and then it 
lay in the court till the beasts had trod them a’ to 


picoes wi* their feet. 1 little thought, when I w as 
Avae for the bit silly gi’con bush and its flowers, 
that I Avas to.gang the same gate mysol'.* 

‘0, if yo had spoken ae Avord,’ again sobbed 
Jeanie, — * if I Avere free to swear that ye had said 
but ao Avord of how it stiido Avi’ yd, they couldna 
hae touched your life this day,* 

‘ C’ould tlK'v na s ’ said Erne, Avith something 
like awakened interest — for life is dear even to 
those who feel it is a burden. — ‘‘NVba tauld yo 
that, Jeanie f ’ 

‘ It w as ane that ken’d w hat he w as saying Aveel 
onench,’ replied Jeanie, a\1io had a natural rclnct- 
anco at meiilioniiig cv(‘ 1 l the name of her sister’s 
seducer. 

‘ Wha Avas it *--I eoiipire you to tell me,* said 
Eflic, seating hersidf upright. — ‘ Wha could tak 
interest in sic a cast-by as I am now ? — Was it 
— AA'as it 7< ini 7 ’ 

‘ Hont,* said Ratelifle, ‘ wliat signifies keeping 
the poor lassie in a saa ilber ? I’se iii)haiid it’s i>eea 
Kobertson that learned ye tliat doctrine Avhen ye 
saw him at Musebat’s (’aim.’ 

‘ Was it him ? ’ said Eflie, catching cafjbrly at 
hisAvords — ‘was it him, Jeanie, indeed? — 0, 1 see 
it was him — })ooi' lad, and 1 was thinking his heart 
Avas as hard as the nether millstaiie— and him in 
sic danger on his ain jiart — i»oor George I ' 

SomcAvhat indignant at this burst of tender 
feeling toA\ards the author of her misery, Jeanio 
could not help exelaiming- - ‘ 0, Effie, how can yo 
speak that gait of sit* a man as that ? ’ 

‘Wo maun forgio our enemies, ye ken,* said 
])oor Eflie, w ith a timid look and a subdued voice ; 
lor her eonseieneo told her Avhat a dilfcrent cha- 
racter the feeling with AAhieh she regarded lier 
sedneor bore, eomi)arcd Avitb the (fliristian charity 
under AA'hieh she attempteil to veil it. 

‘Ainl ye hao suffeicd a’ this for him, and ye 
can think of loving him still ? ’ said her sister, in 
a voice botAvixt ]>ity and blame. 

‘Love him ! ’ answ'crcd Eflie- -* if I hadna hSVed 
as w'oinan seldom loves, I hadna been Avithin these 
w'a’s this day ; and troAv yc that loA'e sic as mine 
is lightly forgotten — E a, na, — yc may hew' down 
the tree, but ye canna change its bend. — And 0, 
Jeanie, if yo Avad do good to me at this moment, 
tell me cA'cry AVord that ho said, and wdiether ho 
A\as sorry for jwor Etiie or no ! * 

* What needs 1 tell ye onything about it ? * eaid 
Jeanie. ‘Ye may be snic bo hod ow’er mucklo 
to do to save bimsel’, to sjicak lang or muckle 
about onybody beside.* 

‘ That’s no true, Jeanie, though a saunt had 
said it,’ replied Eflie, Avitli a sparkle of her former 
lively and irritable temper. ‘ But ye dinna ken, 
though I do, bow far he j>at his life in venture to 
save mine. * And looking at Ratclilfe, she checked 
herself and Avas silent. 

‘I fancy,* said RatelilTe, AA'ith one of his familiar 
sneers, ‘ the lassie thinks tliat naebody has ceu 
but herser. — Didna I see when Gentle Gcordio 
was seeking to get other folk out of the Tolbooth 
forhy Jock Porteous ? but ye are of my mind, 
hinny— better sit and rue, than flit and rue— ye 
neodna look in my face sao amazed. 1 ken mair 
thiijM than that, maybe.* 

* 0 my God 1 my God ! * said Effie, springing up 
and throwingherself doAvn on her knees before him 
— *D*ye ken where they hae putton my bairn ? — 
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0 my bairn! iny bairn! llio |tf)or sackless innocent 
new-born woe ano — bone of iny bone, and flobli of 
my flesh I---0 man, if 3 0 wad e'er deserve a portion 
in lioaveu, or a broken- Jicarled cicaturc’s blessing 
njwn earth, toll me where they Lao put my ban n 
— the sign of my shame, and the jiartner of my 
sufleriiig ! tell me wha has tacu’t away, or '\^hat 
tliey liae dime wi’t ^ ’ 

'Hout tout,’ said the turnkey, endeavouring to 
extricate himself fiom the fiim gi-asp with which 
she lield him, ‘ that’s taking me at my word wi’ a 
witness. — Bairn, tpio’ she? How the dcilsuld I 
ken onylliiiig of your bairn, linssy * V(‘ in.iiin 
ask that of auld Meg Mnnlockson, if ye rliiina 
ken ower nuicklo al)ou( it yourscl’.’ 

As his aiiswH‘1 ilestioyeil the w’ild and vague 
hope which had suddenly gleamed u})oii her, the 
unhappy prisoner let go her hold of Ids coat, and 
fell with nor face on tbo ])avcmcnl of the apart - 
incut, in a strong convulsion lit. 

Jeanie Deans possoss('d, with li<‘r excellently 
clear understanding, the eoneomitant advantage 
of promptitude of sjiirit, even in the exticmity 
of aistress. 

She difi not .suffer lierscll to be o^'ereome by bei 
ow'ii feelings of e\'(iuisit(‘ sorrow, ])ijt iii.staiitly 
ajiplied liersclf to her sister’s relief, with the 
readiest remetlies whicli eireiinistaiiees alforded^; 
and which, to do llatididc justhe, he showed 
himself anxious to suggest, and alci 1 in prociiiing. 
Ho had oven tlic delicacy to withdraw to the 
fartheit coiner of the room, so as to rcmlcr his 
oflicial attendance upon tleun as little intrusi\ e as 
possible, when Elbe was com])OM‘(l enough again ; 
to resume her c<uircieiic*o with her sister. 1 

The prisoner once nioie, in the most eaine.st and 
broken tones, eonjuied ,l(Muic to If 11 hei the 
])artieulais ot the ct)nt(*n m e with Boberisou, and 
Jeanie felt it wms ifiipossildc to ictnso her this 
gratification. 

'Do yc mind,’ she said, 'Elbe, when ye wcic 
in the fever before w’e left Wnodend, and liow' 
angry your mother, that’s now' in a better i>laec, 
was wi" me for gicing ye milk and water to (Iriiik, 
because ye giat for it I Ye w ei e a bail 11 then, ami 
ye are a w'oin'in now’, and should ken bettor than 
a.sk w’liat eanna but hurt yon. — But ( oine weal u- 
woe, f caiina refuse 3 c onything that .ye adc me 
wi ’ \] e Icar in \our ee.* 

J^galn Elbe thiew herself into lur .arms, and 
kissed her cheek and loKhe.Til, murniuring, '0, 
if yeken’d how lang it is since 1 lieard his name 
menth.ned ’ — if ye but keu’<lhow uim'kle good it 
does mo but to ken onylbiiig o’ him, that’s like 
goodness or kiiidn<“.s,\\e wadna woiid.-r that I 
wish to liejir o’ him ' ’ 

Jeanie sighed, ami eoimm m ed bn naiiative of 
all that had passed betwixt Jobertsoii and hei, 
making it as brief as po'-^ilde. Eilie lisbuird in 
breathless anxiety, hob bn. f her s^t^rs hand in 
hers, and keeping her eye luid 14)011 lier faie, 
as if devouring cverv woi/l she nttcicd. The 
interloctions of ‘T’oor lellnw,’ ' J’oi r (icoige,’ 
which escaped in wliisj)ers, and belwist sighs, 
were the only sounds with which she intcuupttd 
the atoiy. Wicn it was finished slm made a 
long pause. 

* And this was lih advice ? ’ were tlic first words 
Uttered. 

< JiWt sic as I hao ye,’ replied her sister. | 


' And he wanted you to say something to you 
folks, that wad save my young life ? ’ 

* lie wanted,’ answerea Jeanio, ‘ that I auld be 
man-sworn.’ 

'And you taiild him,’ said Efhe, 'that ye wadna 
hoar o’ (*oming between mo and the death that 1 
am to (lie, anc! me no auehteen yiar auld yet ? ' 

' I told liiiu,’ replied Jeanie, wdio now trembled 
at the turn which her sister’s reflection seemed 
about to take, 'that I daured na swear to an 
untruth.’ 

‘ And what d’ye ca’ an untruth ? ’ said Effie, 
agiiiii showing a touch of her Ibimcr spirit. — ‘ Ye 
' arc muckle to bhame, lass, if ye think a mother 
w'ould, or could, minder her aiii bairii.— Murder ! 
— I w’ad l)ic laid dow ii my life just to see a blink 
o’ its (‘C » ’ 

‘ I do believe,’ said Jo.inie, ' that ye arc as inno- 
e(*nl of sic a purj.osc as the new-born babe itsel’.’ 

'I am glad yv do me tliat justice,’ said Eflio 
liauglilily ; ' it’s w'liiles the faui of vciy good folk 
like you, Jeanie, that tlu'y tliink a’theicst of the 
warld ns b.jd as tlie wxarst temptations can make 
tlicm.’ 

'I iliuna deserve this frae ye, Eflle,’ said her 
sister, .sobbing, and feeling at oneo the iiijmstieo 
ot the reproach, and compassion for the state of 
mind w'hich dictates! it. 

‘Majbo no, sister.’ .said EOic. 'But ye are 
angry b(*eause I love Robertson. —How (an I helj» 
loving him, that loves mo better than body and 
soul baith ^ — Here bo put his lif(‘ in a nilmr, to 
break ibe prison to lei im* out ; and sure am 1, 

bad it stiide wi’ him as it stands wd’you’ 

Here she paus(*d and w.is .silent. • 

‘ 0, if if stude wi’ mo to save ye wi’ risk of unj 
lif(* > ’ said .re.iiiie. 

* Ay, las',,* said licv sister, 'that’s lightly .s.iid, 

but no sac lightly cieditcd, frae ane that whma 
w.ue a word lor me ; and if it he a wrang wor4, 
3’e’ll hae time eneueb to repent o’t.’ ^ 

‘But that word is a grievous sin, and it’s a 
d<e])(U’ olleme when it’s a sin wilfully and jn*e- 
snmpluoiisly eommittecl.’ t 

‘ Weel, w'eel, Je.iiiie,’ said Effie, ‘I mind a’ 
about tlic sins 0’ presumption in the questions - ■ 
w<‘’Jl .sj)c;ik nae m.iii about tbi.s matter, and ye 
may save your bteiUi to .say your earritcli ; and 
for me. I’ll soon liae nae breath to waste on oiiy- 
body.’ 

' 1 must needs say,* interposed RatolifTe, 'that 
il’.s d — d hard, wlien three words of ^our mouth 
would give the girl llie ehanee to nick Moll 
Blood,* that you make simh scrupling about 
rapping t to them. D - n nm, if they would 
take me, if I would not rap to all wliatd’ye- 
ealluiiis — Hy.ssoji’s Eables, lor her life — 1 am 
u.s’(l to’t, h— t mo, for less matters. Why, I 
Jiavo smacked calf-skin:!: fifty times in England 
for a keg of brandy.’ 

‘Never sjioak mair o’t,’ said the prisoner. 

* It’s just as wed as it is— and gude-day, sister ; 
y(‘ kee]) Mr. Rtiteliffe waiting on. — YeTl come 

l».ick and see me, I reckon, before ’ here sljo 

sto]»pe(l and bee.inio deadly pair. 

' And aie we to part in this way,* said Jeanie, 

* and you in sic deadly peril ? O, Eflle, look but 
iq), and say what ye wad hae me Ho do, and I 


* The ffaUows. t SweariniE. t Kissed the book. 
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couUl iiucl in my heart amaist to say that I wad 
do’t' " 

* No, Jeanie/ replied her sister, after an effort, 

am better minded now. At niy best, I was 
never half sao glide as ye were, and what lor suld 
yon begin to niak yoiirsel’ waiir to save me, now 
that 1 am no worth s.ivii)' ' (lod knows, that 
in my sober mind 1 ivadna wuss ony living 
creature to do a wrang thing to save my lile. 
I might have fled fvae this Tolbooth on that 
awfnnight wi’ ane wail luie canied mo tliiongh 
the warld, and friended me, and leinled foi mo. 
Bui I said to ilnon, let life gang when glide 
fame is gane before it. But this Uiig imjirjsoii- 
ment has broken my s])irit, and f am w’liiles sair 
left to inyseV, and then I wad gie tlie Indian 
niines of gold and diamonds, just for lile and 
breath— for I tliink, Jeanie, 1 liave sueli loving 
fits as I used to hac in the fever ; but instead 
of the fiery oen, and wolves, and Widow Butler’s 
bullseg, that I used to see spelling upon my bed, 
I am thiiikiiig now aliout a higli, black gibh(‘t, 
. and me stanchiig iiji, and siieh se.is of laees all 
looking II}) at |)oor ICllie Deans, and asking il it 
. he her that (Jeorge Kohintsoii used to call the 
Lily of Saint Lcoiiaid’s. And tlien they streti h 
out their faces, and make months, and girn at 
me, and whichever way I look, 1 see a faee 
laughing like Meg Muicloeksoii, when she tauld 
me J had seen the last of my wean. (Jod |>ie- 
servo us, Jeanie, that earliiie has a fearsome 
face*’ She ela})j)ed her hands helore lier eyes 
as she uttered this exelamation, as if to secure 
herself against seeing the leaiful ohj(‘<t she had 
alluded to. 

Jeanie Deans Tiiiiainod with her sister for two 
hours, during whieh she ciideavouied, if])ossihlc, 
to extract something lioin lic^r that might be 
serviceable in her exeulpatioii. Jhit she had 
nothing to say beyond wdiat she had dcclaied on 
her first examination, with the })ur})oit of whieh 
the roadef will be made ae<piaintcd in ja’oper 
time and i>lacc. ‘They wadiia believe her,’ 
she said, /and she had naethiiig inair to tell 
them.' 

At length, Ratelifle, though leluetantly, iii- 
forrned the sisters that there was a necessity 
that they shouhl jiart. ‘Mr. Novit,’ ho sam, 
‘was to see the ])risomr, and iiinybo Mr. Lang- 
tale too. Tjangtale likes to look at a honnie lass, 
whether in jirisoii or out o’ })nson.’ 

Reluctantly, therefore, and slowdy, after many 
a tear and many an enihraee, Jeanie retired 
f from the ajiartmeut, and heard its jamng liolts 
' turned upon the dear being Irom whom she was 
j separated. Somewhat familiarized now even 
) with her rude ooiidiietor, alie oflered him a small 
\ present in money, with a re(|uest ho w'ould do 
‘ what ho could for her sister's accommodation. 
To her surprise, Ratcliffe declined the fee. ‘ I 
wasna bloody when I was on tlic jiad,* he said, 

‘ and I winna he greedy- that is, heyoinl wliat'.s 
1 right and reasonable — now^ that I am in the 
lock. — Keoj) the siller ; and for civility, your 
Lsistefr sail nae sic os I can bestow ; but* T hojie 
you’ll think better on it, and ra]) an ,oath for 
, her— deil a liair ill there is in it, if ye are rap- 
' ping apine the crown. I kon'd a worthy minister, 

\ aa gude a man, bating the deed they (leposed 
j him for, as ever ye heard claver in a pu’pit, that 


rapped to a hogshead of pigtail tobacco, just for 
as inuokle as filled his spleuchan,* But maybe 
yo are keeping your ain counsel— weel, wcel, 
theie’s nae hann in that. As for your sister, 
I’se see that slic gets her meat clean and warm, 
and ril tiy to gar her lie down and take a sleep 
alti r 'diimer, foi deil a ec sIjp'II close the night. 
I luie giul(‘ e\j)eiieiieo of those matters. The 
fust night is aje the warsl o’t. I hao never 
heaid o’ ano that sleepit the night afore trial, 
blit of mony a ane. that sleepit jis sound as a tap 
the niglit befoie tlieir necks weic straughteu. 
And it's nae wonder — the W'arst may be tholcd 
when it’s keii’d — Better a linger aff as aye 
wagging.’ 


CIIAPTEK X\\ 

Yt L tliDiinli thou majst be (iiagg'il in scorn 
lo ponder ignominious tice, 

'iliou shalt not want one faithful fiicnd 
'Jo '-h.ue the cruel fates’ decree. 

Ji.MMv Dawsox. 

Arum spending the gi-eaterj»mt <d‘ the morn- 
ing ill Ills devotions (lor Ids lienevoleiii ueigh- 
boms had kindly insisted upon disehargiiig Ids 
task of orclmary labour), David Deans entered 
llie apailmeiit when the brcaklust meal was 
})! ej)ai ed. His ej (‘s w ere involiintai ily cast down, 
loi lie was alrtiid to look at Jeanie, uncertain as 
he was whether she might leel licrself at liberty, 
with a gooil conscicu(‘e, to attend the Court of 
Jiistieiaiy that day, to give tlie evidence which 
he iindei stood that she ]>o&&essed, in oi’dcr to her 
sislei’s cxeuliiatioii. At length, after a minute 
ol a])})rehensi\e hesitation, he looked at her 
dress, to diseoier whether it seemed to be in licr 
conlem}>lation to go abroad that morning. Her 
a})}){irel whs neat and ])laiii, but such as conveyed 
no exd( t iiitiination ol hi r intentions to go abroad. 
Slie liad exchanged her usual gaih for moining 
labour, for one somelliing inferior to that with 
wliicli, as her ln'st, she was wont to dress herself 
for chinch, or any more rare occasion of going 
into society. Her sense taught her that it was 
icsjieitful to he decent in herapiiaiel on such an 
o*'casion, wliilc her feelings induced her to lay 
aside the us(* of the veiy low' and simjile personal 
oiiiaments, whicli, on other occasions, she per- 
mit teil hcrscll to W'car. So that there occurred 
nothing ill her exteiiial a])])parance which could 
mark out to her father, with anything like 
certainty, her intentions on this ocoasion. 

The preparations for their humble meal were 
that morning made iii vain. The father and 
daughtir sat, each assuming the a}ipearance of 
eating, when the other’s eyes were turned to 
them, and desisting from the effort with disgust, 
when the alTcctiouate imposture seemed no longer 
necessary. 

At length these moments of constraint w^ero 
removed. The sound of Saint Giles’s heavy toll 
announced the hour previous to the commence- 
ment of the trial ; Jeanie arose, and, with a 
degree of composure for which she herself could 
not account, assumed her plaid, and made her 
other preparations for a distant walking. It 
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^va6 a strau^^e contrast 1)ctwoei] the firmness of 
lier doineauour, and the vacillation and cruel 
unoortainty of ]mrpose indicated in all Iior 
father’s motions; and one imacq^uainted with 
both could scarcely have sujiposed that the 
former was, in her ordinary Jiahits of life, a 
docile, quiet, gentle, and even timid country 
maiden, while Jier father, with a mind naturally 
proud and strong, and supported l)y religious 
opinions of a stern, stoical, and unyielding cha- 
racter, had in his time niidergoue and with- 
stood the most severe hardships, and the most 
iinminent i)eril, 'without depression of spirit, or 
Hulnugation of his eonstaney. The secret of this 
difmrenco was, that Jc;iiiie's mind had already 
anticipated the line of conduct which she must 
adopt, with all its natural and necessary ofiu- 
sequoncea ; while her hither, ignoraut of every 
other cii'cumstance, lormented himself with 
imagining what the one sister might say or 
swear, or ivhat ellict her tealiinoiiy might ha\c 
upon the awful event of the trial. 

lie watched liis daughter, iNith a faltering and 
indecisive look, until she looked hack upon Iiim, 
with a look of unutterable anguish, as she wjis 
about to leave the apartment. 

*My dear lassie,’ said he, ‘I will’ Hia 

action, hastily and confusedly searching for liis 
w'orsted mittens* and staff, showed his pur])osc 
of accompanying her, though his tongue failed 
distinctly to announce it. 

‘ Father,’ said Jeanie, replying rather to his 
action than his W'ords, ‘yc had better not.’ 

‘ In the strenglli of my (lod,’ answ(*ivd Deans, 
assuming firmness, * 1 will go forth.’ 

And, taking his daughter’s arm under liis, he 
began to walk from the doo'’ with n step so IniNty, 
that she ivas almost iiiiahle lokceji up with him. 
A trifling oircuin>)tanec, but which inaiked the 
perturbed state of his Tuiiid, cheeked his eoiir.so. 

* Your bonnet, father?’ said Jeanie, ivho observed 
he liad come out with his grey hair.s uncovered. 
He turned back w'itli a slight })liKsh on his 
cheek, being ashamed to have been deteefed in 
an omission whieh indicated so much mental 
confusion, assumed his large blue Seotlisli bonnet, 
and with a step slow'er, hut more composed, as 
if the circumstance liacl obliged Liiii to summon 
up his resolution and collect his .scattered ideas, 
again placed his daughter’s arm under liis, and 
lesuiued the way to Kdiiiburgh. 

The courts of justice were then, and arc still, 
held in wdiai is called tlio ]*arliamciit (fiose, or, 
according to modem iihrase, Parliament Hipiare, 
and occupied the buildings inhuided for the ac- 
commodation of the Scottish Estal cs. This edifice, 
though in an imjH'ifcet and lorniptcd style of 
architecture, had then a fraie, decent, and, as 
it w’ere, a judicial aspect, which was at least en- 
titled to respect from its antiquity. For which 
venerable front, I observed, ouuiy last occasional 
visit to the metropolis, that modem taste h.id 
substituted, at great ajijiaient cAjicnse, a pile so 
utterly inconsistent with every mouunumt of 
antiquity around, and in itself so clumsy at the 
same time and fantastic, that it iiiny ho likened 
to the deooj-ations of Tom Enaiid the porter, in 
the TriptotheJi^Uee, when ho a])pears bedizened 


A W»4 of worvte|j|lovcs, used by the lower orders. 


with the tawdry finely of Beau Clinclior. Sed 
tra7i$cat cum coUerls errdribus. 

The small quadrangle, or close, if wo may jnxi- 
sumc still to give it that appropriate, though 
antiquated title, which, at Lichfield, Salisbuiy, 
and elsewhere, is projierly applied to designate 
the enclosure adjacent to a cctliedral, already 
c\ iiieed tokens of the fatal scene which was that 
day to he acted. The soldiers of the City Guard 
w'cre on their ])osts, now endiiimg, and now 
ludely repelling with the butts of their muskets, 
the motley crew who thrust each other forward, 
to cati‘li a glance at the unfortunate object of 
trial, as she should ])ass from the adjacent prison 
to the court in which licr fate was to be deter- 
mined. All must have ocensioiially observed, 
■'vith disgust, the apathy with whieh the vulgar 
ga/e on scenes of this iiatiire, and how seldom, 
unless w'hen their syrn])a1hies are called forth by 
some striking and extraordinary circumstance, 
the crowd evince any interest dicjver than that 
of callous, unthinking hustle, and brutal curios- 
ity. They laugh, jest, quarrel, and push each 
other to and fro, w'itli the same unteeling in- 
dilfereuco as if they were assembled for some 
holiday s])ort, or to S(‘e an idle procession. 
Occasionally, however, this demeanour, so natural 
to the degiaded ]iopii]acc of a large tow'ii, is 
exchanged for a temporary touch of human affec- 
tion ; and so it chanced on the present occasion. 

When Deans and Ills daughter ]>rescnted them- 
selves ill the dost*, and (‘iideavourcd to make 
their way forward to the door of the court-house, 
they heearne involved in the mob, and subject, 
of course, to their insolence. As Deans repelled 
with some force the rude piislies whieh he rc^ 
ccived on all sides, his figure and antiquated 
dress c'lught the attention of tlio jahhle, who 
often show an intuitive sharpness in ascribing 
the proper chaiacter iiom external appearance, — 

‘ Yc’ie welcome, Whips, 

Frac Both well Brigv,’ i 

Sling one fellow^ (for the irioh of Edinburgh wc^e 
at that time Jaeohitically disposed, ])robably 
Iieeanse tliat was the line of .soiitiment most 
(liaiuetrieally ojqiosito to existing authority), 

‘ Mc^s Williiimsun, 

Chosen of tw'cnty, 

Ktiii up the pu’pjt suifi 
And sang Killiecr.inkic,’ 

chanted a siren, wOioso profession might be 
gues.sed by her ajipeurance. A tactered oaddie, 
or crrand-])orter, whom David Deans hod jostled 
in his attemjit to extricate himself from the 
vicinity of these &( orners, exclaimed in a strong 
n 01 111 -country tone, *Ta dcil ding out Iier Camer- 
oniau ecu — what gics her titles to dunch gentle- 
mans about ? ’ 

‘Make room for the ruling cider,’ said yet 
another ; ‘ lie comes to see a precious sister glorify 
God ill the Grassmarjcct ! ’ 

‘ Whisht ; shame’s in ye, sirs,* said the voice 
of a man very lolidly, which, as quickly sinking, 
said in a low hut distinct tone, ‘It's her f%)tlier 
and sister.* 

All foil back to make way for the sufibrers ; 
and all, oven the very rudest and most profligate, 
were struck with shame and silence* In the space 
tlms abandoned to them by the mob, Deans stm, 
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holding hi9 daughter by the hand, and to 
her, with a countenance sti-ongly and sternly ex- 
pressive of las internal emotion, ‘ Ye Insar with 
your ears, and yo see with your eyes, where and 
to whom the backslidings and detect hms of ]>ro- 
fessors are ascribed by the scrollers. Not to them- 
selves alone, but to the k^iic of which they are 
members, and to its blessed and invisible Head. 
Then, weel may we take wi’ patience our share 
and portion of this outs}>reading re}>roaeh,’ 

The man who had spoken, no other than our 
old friend Dumbiedikes, wdiosc mouth, like that 
of tile prophet’s ass, bad been o])ened by tin* 
emergency of the case, now joined tboni, and, 
with his usual taciturnity, escorted them into 
the court-house. No oj>positioii was oiferod to 
their entrance cither hy the guards or door- 
keeper, s ; and it is even said that one of the latter 
refusc<l a shilling of civility-nioncy^ tendered him 
by the Laird of Dumbiedikes, 'who was of opinion 
that ‘siller w’ad make a’ easy.’ Ihit this last 
incident uants continuation. 

Admitted within the precincts of the court- 
house, they found tlic usual nunihcr of busy 
oflice-bearers and idle loiterers, who attend on 
these scones hy elioico or from duty. Burghers 
ga]>cd and stared ; young law'yeis sauntered, 
sneered, and laughed, as in tlu‘ i»it of the theatre ; 
while others apart sat on a hciieh retired, and 
reasoned highly, in/cr nphrs jiiris^ on the doc- 
trines of coiistruetive crime, and the true iinjiort 
of the statute. The beiieli was prcjiared for the 
arrival of the judges. The jurors were iu attend- 
ance. The crown-counsel, einjiloyed in looking 
over their briefs and notes of evidence, looked 
gi’avc, and whispered with caeh other. They 
occupied one side of a largo table idaccd beneath 
the bench ; on the other sat the advocates, wdiom 
the humanity of tlie Scottish law (in this ])aTti- 
L'ular more liberal than that of the sister-country) 
not only permits, but enjoins, to ajipear and 
assist witii their advice, and skill all jiersons 
Linder trial. Mr. Nichil Novit was seen aetivcly 
instructing the counsel for the panel (so the 
risouer is called in SeotLisli law -phraseology), 
usy, bustling, and important. When they cn- 
tored the court-room. Deans asked the laird, in 
a tremulous whisper, ‘Where will she sit?’ 

Dunihicclikes whisjjoied Novit, who pointed 
to a vacant space at the bar, fronting the judges, 
and was about to conduct Deans towards it. 

‘ No 1 ’ ho said ; ‘ I cannot sit by lior — I can- 
not own her— not as yet, at least. 1 will keep 
>ut of hot sight, and turn iiiiiic own eyes else- 
where — ^better for us baitli.’ 

Saddleti*eo, whose repeated interference with 
the counsel had iirocurod him one or two rebuffs, 
and a special request that he w'ould concern him- 
self witli his own matters, now saw with pleasure 
an oppw’tunity of playing tho person of import- 
ance. He hustled up to the poor old man, and 
proc^ded to exhibit his consequence, hy securing, 
tliroiigh his interest with the bar-keepers aiul 
ina^rs, a seat for Deans, in a situation where ho 
was hidden from tlio general eye by the project- 
ing comer of tho bench. 

‘It’s glide to hare a friend at court/ he said, 
continuing his heartless harangues to tlio passive 
auditor, who neither heard nor replied to them ; 
< folk hut mys4* could hac sorted ye out a scat 


like this — tlio Lords will be hero ineontiiiont, 
and proceed imtanter to trial. They wunna 
fence tho court as they do at the circuit— tho 
High Court of Jiistioiaiy is aye fenced. — But, 
Lord’s sake, what’s this o’t? — Jeaiiie, yo are a 
cited witness. — Macer, this lass is a witness — she 
mauii ho enclosed— she maun on nae account bo 
at largo. — Mr. Novit, suldna Jeanie Deans be 
enclosed ? ’ 

Novit answciod in tb(‘ affirmative, and offered 
to coiuJiict .Tcaiiio to the apartment W'bere, ac- 
cording to tho seiupiilous pi act ice of tho Scottish 
court, the witnesses remain iu readiness to be 
called into court to give evidence ; and separated, 
at the same time, from all who might influence 
their tCvstimony, or give them information con- 
cerning that which was passing ujion tho trial. 

‘ Ih this necessary said Jeanie, still reluctant 
to quit her fstber’s band. 

‘ A matter of absolute heedeessity,’ said Saddle- 
tree ; ‘wlia ever heard of witnesses no being 
enclosed ? ’ 

‘ It is really a matter of necessity,* said the 
younger counsellor, retained f(»r her sister ; and 
Jeanie loluctaiilly followed the macer of tho 
court to the j)laee ajqioiiitcd. 

‘This, Mr. Deans,' said Saddletree, ‘is ca’d 
sequestering a wu'tness ; but it’s clean different 
(wliilk maybe ye uadna fund out o’ yoursel’) frae 
seipiestcring an(‘’s estate or effects, as in cases of 
haiikmptey. 1 hac afteii been sequestered as a 
witness, for the sheriff is in the use whiles to 
eiy me iu to witness the declarations at pieeog- 
nitions, and so is Mr. SharpiLlaw^ ; but I was 
ne’er like to bo sequestered o’ lands and glides 
but anec, and that w'as lang syu^, afore 1 was 
married. But whisht, whisht ! here’s the court 
coming.’ 

As ho spoke, the five Lords of Justiciary, in 
their long robes of seal lei, faced with w’hite, and 
preceded hy their inace-bearer, entered with the 
usual formalities, and took their jdaccs upon the 
hciieh of judgment. 

The aiidieneo rose to receive them ; and tho 
bustle occasioned by their entrance was hardly 
composed, when a great noise and confusion of 
persons struggling, and forcibly endeavouring to 
cuter at the doors of the court -room, and of the 
galleries, aiinoiinccd that tlio jirisoncr was about 
to bo ]>laced at the bar. This tumult takes 
]ilacc when tho doors, at first only opened to 
lh(i3o either having right to be present, or to 
the better and more qualiiied ranks, are at length 
laid o])eii to all whose curiosity induces them 
to he present on the occasion. With inflamed 
couiitenaiiees and dishevelled dresses, struggling 
with, and sometimes tumbling over each other, 
in rushed the rude multitude, while a few' 
soldiers, forming, as it were, the centre of tho 
tide, could scarce, with all their efforts, clear a 
passage for the prisoner to tho iilace which she was 
to occuiiy. By the autliority of tho court, and 
tho exertions of its officers, the tumult among 
tho spectators was at length appeased, and the 
unhappy girl brought forward, and placed he- 
t>vlxt two sentinels with drawm bayonets, as a 
prisoner at tho ba^, where sbo was to aUide her 
doliveraneo for good or evil, according to the 

issno of her trial. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

We have stiict statutes, ind most biting Kh - 
The needful bits ml embs for hculstrong steed® - 
Which f>r tut e lourUen jt-irs, vie hive let sleep 
I ikt to an t crgiown lion iii a ca\i 
lhat g^es nH out U prey 

Ml AsuRi 1 h AIla \ I I 


* Ui iiiFMi V Di v^s,’ Slid the piosi(lmf( 

111 an accent m 'which \)ity 'vtis hkntbd with 
dignity, ‘stand up and IisUii to Uu (uiuiiul 
indictment now to lu jnefnifd i^iinstyou 
The iinhi 2 >l>> "ho Jiad stuju/ied 1 ^ 
the confusion thnmt^h whith tin founds hid 
forced a jiassage, (ast i 1 m wildncd hole on the 
multitude of laces uonnd hoi which s vintd to 
Ispcsiiy, ds it wnt, the wills, in ono 1 1 iid 
slope fiom the (cilin^ to the ilooi, with hniimi 
countenanoesj and instinctiitly ohcitd i com 
mancl, which lun^ in Jici tiis lik( tlu timnptt 
of the ludgincnt d ly 

‘Put back )our hiii UITm, siul on< <f the 
nucers loi hei hciutitul ind liuiidiiil li sscs 
ot Jong fan lisii, wliitli, dctoidmg to the cos 
tume of the countii, unniiiiud woiiiui wcic 
not allowed to covu with iii} snt of tap and 
which, lias • IlHit diud no lon^ci fuiihiK with 
the snood oi iihaiid, which implied imiit} ct 
maiden fame, now hung uiibouiicl aid dishciclhd 
ovei her face, and dmost conrcilcd hci it itmcs 
On lecciving this hint tioin the lUtndint tlu 
untoitunatc joung worn in, with a hist> turn 
hhiig, and ippiniitly nuchaiiical c mi])Liiiu(, 
sliifUd bdik tiom h(i litc lu i liumnnt Jock*'* 
Rill showed to the whole touit exccjiting cnc 
individual, a c oun ten nice wlu h, though pile 
and cmiciated, w is so lovely niiid its igoin, 
that it called foith a umvcisil muimui ot e >m 
jiassion and syniiiathy App iiiiitly the exjuess 
ivo sound ol hum 111 feeling lecilUd tlu ]»)oi 
gul horn tlu stu})oi of leu, which i>itdomiinlf d 
at fiist ovei c veiy ollui sonsitum aid aw ike md 
her to the no less ])anlul sense ol sliauc ind 
oposnio atfaelud to lui piesciit sitmtion Ih i 
oye, which hul at Inst ghiiced wildly laoiuid, 
was till nod t»ii tlu giouruT lu i duck, at fust so 
di idly pile, began jiaduilly to le oveisjuiil 
■with i faint blush, which iiitic istd so fist, tint, 
when m agony of sliamc she sliove to eoii c il 
her tue, hci trinjiles, hex biow, lut neck, aid 
all tint hei shiulei tinge is and snnll pilnis 
could not (ov<'i, bee line ot tlu dee post cimison 
All maikel aiidwtu moved these ehanges, 
excepting one It was old Deans, who, motion 
less 111 his se it, lud onceded is we hive siid, 
by th* comci ol the 1 ciuh he ni seeing oi being 
eeeu, did neveitluUss ktcji his c^os tiiml> tiv I 
on the gioiuid, as it d< lei mine 1 lint, by no 
possibility whatevei, would lie be m oeulai 
Witness ol the slnnu of his hoii-,e 

‘ Icliabod • ’ he s ad to hiinse If — ‘ I« h ihod ’ 
piy glory is depai Led « * 

Wlulo those icflpttijTis wcie ]iasHng tlaouirli 
ms mind, the indictment, which ^t loith in 
the eunio ot which tlu panel 
1 accused, was lead ai iruil and the 
1101 was asked i{ sho was (anltj, oi Not 

^ guilty of mjyjkooi haku's aatd 



Efhe Doaub, in an accent oouospondiug m plaint- 
ive softness 61 tone to the beauty of her featmea, 
and which was not heaid by the audience with- 
out I motion 

The j)ie siding judge next directed the counsel 
to pit 1(1 to the iclcv alley, that is to state on 
titlui put tlu aigumcnts iii point of law, hud 
fvihiiet 111 point of lul against and m favotii 
of tlu enmiinl afUi wJiieli it is the form of 
the e mit to laonouncc a jut hminaiy judgment* 
seiuliiig tlu i lust to tho eognisanec ol th^iCtyt 

J lu (ounsel foi tlu eiovn biicfly 
fieepuiuj of tlu riiim of iiif inticide^ whlipliad 
given n e to the specnl statute undu whm|l4|lS!^ 

\ ) iiH I st c > 0(1 in lu te d He mentioned tho variOUS ^ 
instiiues miny ot them maikcd with tiicuin 
1 ijucs of nioeitv winch hid it length indiKcd 
tlu kings idvoiif though will) giiit icluct 
iiuc to niikc tlu cxpciiincnt, wlutliei, bv 
stiutl^ elite I mg Ihe act <f nil mu ill whieli 
hid Ixtii 111 idi to ])ic\eiil such c noimilics, their 
oiciiiiciuc might ])( ])ic\nit(d ‘ He expertod,* 
lu Slid ‘to be able to cst iblisli liy Witnesses, as 
well IS by the dec In itioii ol the jiaml luisclf, • 
ill it she wjs in the state dtsciiljed by tile 
stitiitc Accoiding to Ins mloiniatioii, the 

juncl hid coinmunic itcd hci picgiiincy to no 
one 1101 did she illcgf in lui own declniitioii 
tint she haldoncso ilns see itcy w is the fiist 
lecpii itc in suppoit ol the indictment Ihe 
same dccln ilion idmillcd, th it she had boiiif a 
mile child in ( IK iimstiiucs winch give but too 
much K isoii to be In vc it had dud by the hands, 

(1 it Ic 1st With tlu knowledge oi consent, of 
llio unhipjiy niothci It w is not, howovei, 
ncccssii\ ioi liim to hung positive iwoof that 
the piiul was acecssoiy to tlu imudei, nay, uoi 
even to piovt tint the child was muideied at 
ill II w is suflu iPiit to suppoi t the iiidictmout, 
that it could not lu found Aecoiehiig to the 
stein Imt luccssii) seventy of this stMute, she 
wlu should coiKc il lui picgnaney, who should 
omit to call Hut i sistiiuc winch is iiipst neccs 
SUV on such oec isioii®' w i held alicady to have 
me liUtcd tlu (Ic illi of h i ollspiing, as an event 
most likely to ho the consequence of hex culpable 
iml eiiul concealnunt And if, under such 
eiicumsiincf s, she could not alteinativoly bhow 
ly ]>ioof that tlu infint hid died a iiatmal 
eleath, oi ])ioduef it still in life, she must, undei 
the coiistTiu turn ol the law, be held t6 have 
nimdcied it, ind si tki death aceoidingly * 

The counsel foi the piisonei, Mi P ail ht'othcr, 
a man of considriibk lame in Ins piofessioii, 
did not pictcnd dnecilj to eomhat the aij^- 
Hunts of the kings aelvocate He began l>y 
lamenting that his seiiioi at the bai, Mr, Laug- 
tile had been suddenly called to the county of 
wliicli he was sheiiff, anel that he hitd been 
ajqilied to, on slioit wanung, to give iho panel 
Ins assistance in tliw^nt westing caae- Bo had 
hid little time, ho said, to mako up for his ^ 
mfcrioiity to his learned bi other ly lOng ilnd 
minute leseareh , and he was afr«|<I ho 
give R spe irnen ot his inoapaeity* by boln|t ootn- 
XK lied to admit the noctuacy of tho ladiotUioTit 
uudci tho stotute ‘It was enough far 'then 
loidship,' he observed, ‘to know that auoli was 
tho law, and he admitted tto adtotja^io had a 
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nn^t to coll for the visual interlocutor of rele- 
vancy/ ‘But he stated, ‘that when he came to 
lAtablish his case by proof, he trusted to make 
out oiroutnstances which would satisiactorily 
elide the charge in the libel. Ills client’s story 
was a short, but most luolaiicholy one. She 
woe bred up in the stru't<*‘t tenets of religion 
and vix'tiie, the daughter oi a worthy and con- 
sdentiouB person, who, iji evil times, had estab- 
lished a character for courage and religion, l>y 
becoming a sufferer for conscience’ sake.’ 

David Deans gave a eonvulsive start at hear- 
ing himself thus mentioned, and then resumed 
the situation, in which, with his face stoo])cd 
against his hands, and botli resting against tlie 
corner of the elevated bench on which the judges 
sat, ‘he had hitherto liateiiod to the proceduie 
in the trial. The "Whig lawycia seemed to bo 
interested ; the Tories put uji theii* li|>. 

‘ Wliatever may be our dilfcrruiec of o])iniou,’ 
resumed the lawyer, whoso business it was to 
carry his whole audience with him if jiossible, 

, * coucemiiig the peculiar tenets of thcsi* jieojde ’ 
(hero Deansagi’oancd deeply), 'it impossifdc 
• to deny them the iiraisc* of sound, and (‘ven 
rigid morals, or the merit of training up their 
children in the fear of (lod ; aiul yeL it was the 
daughter of sueh a person whom a jury would 
shortly be called upon, in the uliseme of o\id- 
enco, and upon mere ju'esumjitions. to convict 
of a crime more pro] lerly belonging to a heathen, 
or a savage, than to a Christian and civilised 
couiitiy. It was true,’ ho admitted, ‘that the 
excellent mirturo and early instriution wlindi 
the poor girl had received, liad no! been suffi- 
cient to i>reserve her from guilt and error. She 
had fallen a sacrifice to an inconsiderate af!c(*- 
tiou for a young man of prepossessing manner.^, 
as he had iieen informed, nut of a very dangcions 
and desperate cliaraclei’. Wie was seduced under 
promise of marriage — a iiromise whicli the fellow 
might hawe, perhaps, done her justice by kee]>- 
ing, liad ho not at tliat time been called ujion 
by the law to atone for a crime, violent and 
desperate in itself, liut which became the preface 
to another eventful liistory, every step of which 
Was mai'kcd liy blood and guilt, and the final 
termiuatiou of wdiioh had not even yet arrived. 
He believed that no onow’ould licar him wdthout 
surprise, when he sbited that the father of this 
infant now ainissitig, and said by the learned 
advocate to have licen murdered, w’as no other 
than the notorious (leorge Roberlsou, the accom- 
plice of 'Wilson, the hero of the ineinorable 
escape from the Tolboolli Church, and, as no 
one know better than Ids learned friend the 
advocate, the principal actor in the Porteous 
oonmrooy ’ 

‘lam sorry to intemipt a counsel in such a 
case as the present,’ said the presiding judge ; 

‘ but 1 must remind the learned goiitlemaii that 
ho is travolUxm out of the esse before us.’ 

The counsel bowed and resumed. ‘ He only 
judged it necessary,’ he said, ‘to mention the 
naUl^and situation of Robertson, because the eir- 
uumstanot iu Vhich that character was placed, 
wont a gwat t^ay ia accounting for the silence 
on which mi M^|0Sty's counsel had laid so much 
Wiaght, as affording proof that his client proposed 
no fair play for its life to the hotplosa 


being whom sbf was about to bring into the 
world. 3ha had not announced to nor friends 
that sho had J»con seduced from the path of 
honour— and why had she not done so?— Beeauso 
bhe expected daily tube restored to character, by 
lier spitueer doing her that justice wliieli she knew 
to be in his ]»ower, and believed to bo in his in- 
clinaiion. W.ia it natural — wms it reasonable — 
was it lair, toexpecl lhat slie should in the interim, 
become yt/o kc oi her own character, and pro- 
claim hei hailty lolhe woibl, when .she had every 
rctisoii to expect lh.i1 , h} i om e.ibng it tor a season, 
it might be veiled loi r vei f Was it not, on the 
coiili.iT’y, ])ardoiiable tJi.it, in such sii eineigeiiey, 
a young worn.m, in such .a .situation, should be 
lound Itir lioin disx>osed to make a confidant of 
e'veiy jaying gossip, who, with sharp eyes and 
e.igei e.iis, pio^-scd njion lier h'V an explanation 
oi *-nspicioiis eiieumsl.ii.ci s, which femalea ui the 
lower lie might say whic li Icmahs ot all fanl\S, 
aie so alert in noticing, tli.it lliey.sometiinr.sdi.s- 
rovci* them where they do not e\ist i Was it 
strange, or was it ciiminal, that she should have 
ie]>ellccl their irupiisitive impel (ineiicc wilh petu- 
lant denials? The sense and feeling of all who 
Iieard liim would aixswer diieetly in the negative, 
lint although bis client bad tbns remained silent 
towaiclK those to wbcmi she was not c.alle(l upon 
to (ommunieate bei sit nation, ■“ to wdioin,’«,8aid 
the learned gentlem.'Ui, ‘1 will add, it would have 
been unadvised and iinjirojicr in lu^r to have dOno 
so; yet, 1 tiust, .1 shall lemovc tliia case most 
tiiunifihantly Iroin under the statute, and obtain 
the untortiinatc young woman an honourable dis- 
niisaion from your loid.shi]».s’ bar, by showing that 
she (lid, in due time and ])laee, rtnd to a ])orson 
most tit for such conlideiiee, mention the calamit- 
ous ciiennistane(‘s in which she found heisclf. 
This oecuned aftei Robeitson’s convietion, and 
when he was lying in ])iison in cxjieetaiion of 
the fate which hi.s coiiiiade Wilson afterwards 
siilleied, and lioin which he himself so strangely 
esc!a]>pd. It was then, when all Jio]>es of having 
lier liouour repaiifd by w’odloek viinislied trom 
lier eyes, — when an union with one in Robertson’s 
situation, if still pr.iet ic-nble, iniglit perhaps have 
been regarded railin' us an addition to her dis- 
gi’aee,— it was lAnf, that J tnisl to be able to 
ju’oM* that the piisoner eommunientod and con- 
sulted with her sister, a young woman sovcial 
years older than herself, the daughter of her 
Lather, if I mistake not, by a fornuT marriage, 
n]»on tho perils and distress of her unhappy situa- 
tion.’ 

‘ If, indeed, you are able to instnict /hat ]>oiTit, 
Mr. h’aii brother, ' said the presiding judge 

‘ If I am indeed able to instruct that point, 
my lord,’ resumed Mr. Fairbrotlier, ‘ I trust not 
only to serve my client, but to relieve your lord- 
ships from that whicli 1 know you feel the iriost 
painful duty of your high oflice ; and to give nil 
who now*hear mo the ox<tuisiie pleasuie of be- 
holding a creature so young, so ingenuous, and 
80 beautiful, as she that is now at the bar of your 
lordshiiw* court, dismissed from thettce^in safety 
and in iionour.* 

This addi'eas seemed to affect many of the 
audienco, and was jollow^d by a slight murmur 
of applause* Doohs, as he heard his daughtei^’s 
atid innocent appenranoo appealed to, was 
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involuntarily about to turn his eyes towards her ; 
Iwt, reoolieoting himself, ho l>ent them again on 
the ground with stubborn resolution. 

* will not mv learned brother, on the other 
side of the bar/ continued the advocate, after a 
short iMiuso, ‘share in this general joy, since, I 
know, while he discharges his duty in bringing 
an accused person here, no one rejoices more in 
their being freely and lionourably sent lienco? 
My learned In-otlicr shakes his head doubtfully, 
and lays Ins hand on the ]>anel’s deel.iration. 1 
understand him perfectly -he would insinuate 
that the facts now stated to your lordships arc 
inconsistent with the confession of Eupliemia 
Deans herself. I need not remind your lordships, 
that her present defence is no whit to be narrowed 
within the bounds of her former eonfessiuii ; and 
that it is not by any aceoiint which she may 
formerly have given of herself, but by wliat is 
now to be ju’oved for or against her, that slic 
must ultimately sUnd or fall. I am not undiT 
the necessity of aeeouiitirig lor her ehoosing to 
drop out of her declaration tlie circumstance of 
her confession to her sister. She might not bo 
aware of its importance ; she might be afraid of 
implicating lier sister ; she might even liavc for- 
gotten the circumstance entirely, in the terror 
and distress of mind incidental to the arrest of 
so young a creature on a charge so heinous. Any 
of these reasoim are suflicient to account for her 
having suppressed the truth in this instance, at 
whatever risk to herself ; and I ineliiio most to 
her erroneous fear of criminating her sister, be- 
cause I observe she has had a similar tenderness 
towards her lover (however undeserved on his 
jiart), and has never once mentioned Robertson’s 
name from beginning to end of her d<‘elaration. 

‘ But, my lords,’ oontiniicd Fairbrother, ‘ I am 
aware the king’s advocate will ex j)cct me to show, 
that the proof I offer is consistent with other eir- 
cumstaiiees of the ease, which I do not and cannot 
deny, lie will demand of me how Kflio Deaiis’s 
confession to her sister, previous to her delivery, 
is reconcilable with the mystery of the birth, - 
with tlio disaiipearanee, perhaps the murder (for 
I will not deny a possibility which I cannot dis- 
prove) of tlie infant. My lords, the explanation 
of this is to be found in t he jdaeahility, percJianee, 

I may say, in the facility and pliability, of the 
female sex. The didcis AmaryllUlis ircr, as your 
lordships well know, are easily apjicased ; nor is 
it possible to coneeivn a woman so atrociously 
olibiidod by the man whom she has loved, but 
that she will retain a fim<l of forgiveness, upon 
which his peniteneo, w'ln‘ther real or aifeeted, 
may draw largely, with a eeilainty that his bills 
will bo answ'ercd. W’c e.ui piovc, by a letter j»ro- 
duced in evidence, that tin. villain Robertson, 
from the bottom of the diingcoinvlienco he alieacly 
probably meditated the esei])e, wliieli ho after- 
guards accomplished by the assistance of his com- 
rade, contrived to exercise aiitlioiity over the 
xnindf and to direct tin* motions, ol tliis unhn]^]ly 
girl. It was in compliance with his injunctions, 
expressed in tlwt letter, that the panel was pre- 
vailed upon to alter the lino of conduct wliich her 
own better thoughts liad suggested ; and, instead 
resorting, when her time of travail approached, 
to tliO protection of her own family, was induced 
bemelf charge of some vile agent 


of this nefarious seducer, and by her conducted 
to one of those solitary and secret purlieus of 
villany, which, to the shame of our police, still 
are sulfered to exist in the suburbs of this city, 
wlicro, with the assistance, and under the charge, 
of a person of her own sex, she bore a male child, 
under cireuiustaiiccs which added treble bitter- 
nes.s to the w'oe denounced against our original 
mother. What purpitso Robertson had in all 
this, it is hard to tell, or even to giiess. Ho 
may have nitviiit to marry the girl, for her father 
is a man of substam'c. But for the lermiuatioii 
of the stoiy, and the eouduct of the w( inau’whom 
lie had placed about the person of Eupliemia 
Deans, it is still more diflicuH to account. The 
unfortunate young woman was visited by the 
lever iiicidontal to her situation. In this fever 
.she appears to havi* been deceived by the person 
that w'aited on her, and, on recovering her senses, 
she found that she was childless in that abode of 
misery. Her infant liad been earned off, perhaps 
for the w'oist ))urp()Hes, by the wretch tliat waited 
on her. It may have been murdered, for what I 
can tell.* • 

He was here interrupted by a piercing shriek, 
uttered by the unfortunate prisoner. She w’as 
I witli diflienlty brought to compose herself. Her 
counsel availed liimself of the tragical interrup- 
tion, to close his ])leading with ellect. 

‘My lords,’ said he, ‘ in tliat jiiteous cry you 
heard the clo(iuence of maternal alfeetioii, far 
surpassing the force of my poor words— Raoliel 
w’eoping lor her ehildien ! Nature herself bears 
to.stiiiionv in favour of Hie tenderness and acute- 
ness of tlie jwisoner’s parental feelings. I will 
not dishonour lier ])lea by adding a wwd more.* 

‘Heard ye ever tlie like o’ that, laird?’ said 
Saddletiee to Dumbiedikcs, wdicii the counsel liad 
ended liis .speech. ‘There's a cliield can sjiin a 
mueklc pirn out of a woe tait of tow ! Dcil hact 
he kens mair about it than w hat’s in the declara- 
tion, and a surmise that Jeaiiie Deans suld hao 
been able to say someth iiig about her sister’s 
situation, whilk surmise, ^Ir. (Vossniyloof says, 
rests on siiia’ autliorily. And he’s cleckit this 
great muckle bird out (»’ this Avre egg ! lie could 
wile the very lloanders out o’ the Firth. — What 
garM my father no send mo to Utrecht ?~ But 
wliisht, the court isgaun to pronounce the inter- 
locutor ol relevancy.’ 

And accordingly the judges, after a few w'ords, 
recorded their judgment, Avhieh bore, that tlio 
indictment, if jirovcd, was relevant to infer the 
pains of law : And that the defence, that the 
panel liad communicated lier situation to her 
sister, w'as a lelcvant defence ; And, finally, ap- 
jiointed tho said indictment and defence to be 
submitted to the jiulgment of an assize. 


CHAPTER XX2L 

Most n^<^htcou*? iutlge ! a sentence.— Come, pretiar& 
Mbrchant op VaufcB. 

Ir is by no means my intention to describe 
minutely tho forms of a Scottish ci’iminal trial, 
nor am I sm-o that I could draw up an account 
90 intelligible and accurate as to abMe tll 9 
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cism of tho gentlemen of tlje long robe. It is 
enough to say that tho jury was empanel led, and 
the case proceeded. Tho prisoner was again 
required to plead to, the charge, and she again 
replied, * Not Ouilty,’ in tho same heart-thrilling 
tone as before. 

The erown counsel tlie- eallecl two or three 
female witnesses, by whoso tesliinoiiy it w.is 
established, that Eliie’s situation liarl been re- 
marked by them, that they had taxed her with 
the tiict, and that her answers had amounted to 
ail angry and petulant denial of w Jiat they charged 
her witn. Ihil, as very frequently ha]»pens, tho 
declaration of the ]>anel or aeeused paity herself 
was the ovidenco wliieh horc huidest upon her 
case. 

In the event of these tales f vor finding their 
way across the liorder, it may he proper to 
apprise the Sonlhern readci that it is the piaetiee 
in Scotland, on apjjreheiiding a suspeet(‘(l person, 
to subject him to a judicial examinathni before 
a magistrate. lie is m)t compelled to answer 
any of tlie questions asked of him, Itut may 
leinain silent if ho sees it his interest to do so. 
J5ut whatever answers he chooses to gi\e are 
formally written down, ami being siilisciibed by 
himself and the magistrate, aie piodnced against 
tho accused in ease of liis ])eiiig brought to trial. 
It is true that these dcehiiatioiis are not ]noduecd 
as being in themselves evidence properly so 
called, but only as admin i(‘1cs of testimony, tend- 
ing to corroborate wliat is considered as legal and 
projicr ovUence. Notwdtbstanding this nice 
distinction, bowever, introduced by lawyers lo 
reconcile this jiroccduie to their own general 
mlo, that a in.in cannot be leijiiired to bear 
witness against liimsclf, it iKweitlndess usually 
happens that these (h'elarntions become tjio 
moans of condemning the accused, as it w'ere, out 
of their own mouths. The prisoner, upon these 
]>revious exam in at ions, has indeed the privilege 
of remaining silent if he ])lea.ses ; Imt every man 
necessarily teels that a lefusal to answer natuial 
and ]»ertineiit interrogatories, put by judicial 
authority, is in itself a strong jiroof of guilt, and 
will certainly lead to liis being committed to 
prison ; and few' can ronounec the hope of obtain- 
ing liberty by gi\ing some specious account of 
themselves, and sliov'iug apparent frankness in 
explaining their uiotivf s ana aeeountiiig for their 
conduct. It, therefore, seldom hap}>ens that 
tho prisoner refuses to give a judicial ueelaration, 
in wliich, nevertheless, either by letting out too 
much of the truth, or by eudcavouriiig to 
substitute a fictitious story, ho almost alw’ays 
exposes himself to susjncioiiand to contradictions, 
•which weigh heavily in the minds of the jury. 

The declaration of EHic Deans was uttered on 
other principles, and the following is a sketch 
of its contents, given in the judicial form, in 
■wliich they may still be found in the Hooks of 
Adjournal, 

The declarant admitted a criminal intrigue 
^ with an individual whose name she desired to 
coveeal. ‘ Doing interrogated, wdiat her reason 
was for secsrecy on this point? She declared, 
that she 'had no right to blame that person’s 
conduct more than she did her own, and that 
she was willing to confess her own faults, but 
not to say anything which might criminate the 


absent. Intenogatod, if she confessed her situa- 
tion to any one, or made any jireparatiou for 
her confinenuint ? Declares, she did not. And 
being interrogated, why she foibCro to take stops 
w'hicli lier situation so porenj 2 »torily rcqnirea 1 
Declares, she was asliamed to tell her friends, 
and she trusted the jicrson she lias mentioned 
would provide for her and the infant. Inter- 
rogated, if lie did so ? Declares, that he did not 
do so piTsonally ; hut that it was not his fault, 
for that the decUir.int is convinced he would 
have laid down his life sooiiei than the liairn or 
she had come to harm. Interrogated, what ])re- 
vented him from keejiing his pioiiiisc ? Declares, 
that it was inqiossihle lor Jiiin to do so, lie being 
under liouble at the time, and declines further 
answ’cr to Ibis question. Interrogated, w’herc 
she was fiom the ])eriod she left her master, Mr. 
Saddletree’s family, until her appearance at her 
father’s, at Saint Leonard’s, the day before she was 
apjindiendcd ? Declares, she does not remembe/. 
And on the inteiTogatory being repeated, declares, 
she docs not mind nmckle about it, for sbe was 
very ill. On the qiu'stion being again repeated, 
she declares, she will fell the truth, if it should 
he the undoing of lier, so long as she is not asked 
to tell on other folk ; and admits, that she 
imssed that interval of time in the lodging of a 
woman, an a^’quaintanee of that jx'rsou who had 
wished lier to that jilaec to he delivered, and 
that she was there delivered accordingly of a 
male child. Interrogated, wliat was tno name 
of that jierson? Declares and lefuses to answer 
this question. Interrogated, where she lives? 
Declares, she has no certainty, for that she was 
taken to the lodging afoicsaid und(‘r cloud of 
night. Interrogated, if tho lodging was in the 
city or siihuihs'! Dei'lares and loiiiscs to answer 
that question. Intenogatod, whether, when sho 
left the house of Mr. Saddletree, sho w’ciit ui> cr 
down the street I Declares and refuses to answer 
the question. Interrogated, whether she had 
ever seen the woman before she was wished to 
h(‘r, as she termed it, by the person whose name 
she refuses to answer Deelaies and rcjilies, not 
to her knowledge. Interrogafed, whether this 
woman W'as introduced to her liy the said person 
vci bally, or by word of mouth ? Declares, she has 
no freedom toanswer this question. Interrogated, 
if the child was alive when it was bom ? Declares, 
that-— God helji her and it ! — it certainly ^as 
alive. Interrogated, if it died a natural death 
after birth ? Declares, not to her knowledge. 
Inlerrofrated, where it now is? Declares, mo 
would give her right hand to ken, hut that she 
never hopes to see mail* than the banes of it. 
And being interrogated, why she supposes it is 
now dead ? the dedaraut wept bitterly and made 
no answ er. Interrogated, if the woman in whoso 
lodmug she was, seemed to he a fit person to bp 
with her in that situation ? Declares, she might 
he iit enough for skill, but that sho was an hanl- 
hearted, Imd woman. Interrogated, if there was 
any other penon in the lodging excepting them- 
selves two ? Declares, that she thinks there was 
another woman ; but her head was so carried with 
T)ain of bo4y and trouble of mind, that she minded 
her veiy little. Interrogated, when the child 
was taken away from her ? Dedared that she fell 
in a fover, ana was light-headed, and when sne 
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mmt to liev own mind, tho woman told her the 
bairu was dead ; aii<l that tho doidaraiit answerod, 
if it was dead it had liad foul play. That, 
thereupon, tlic woman was v<‘ry sair oji her, and 
ffivo her inueh ill laiigiumc j and that tho 
(leponont was rri4lileiied, and crawled out of the 
house when her hiieL was turned, and went home 
to Saint Loonard’H Cra^s, as well aM a -woiiiau in 
her eoiulition douolit.* liiterrofrated, why she 
did not lell her story to her sister and Ulhei, 
and ffet force to search the house for her child, 
dead or jvlive i Declares, it was her ])urj)oso to do 
SI, hut she had not time. Inteirof^ated, A\hy 
she now conceals the name of the woman, and 
the place of her abode f Tlie dev*laraut remained 
silent for a lime, and tlun vS.ii»l, that to do so 
could not repair the skaiUi that was done, hut 
might he tho oeeadoii of umre. Intel rogated, 
whether she had heiself, at any time, hafl any 

S irposo of ]mtting awMy the ehihl hy violence/ 
cclaros, never; so might (lod he niercitul to 
her— and then again deel.in's, never, wdicn she 
was ill her perfeci senses ; l)uL wdiat had thouglils 
the Enemy might i)ut into her hiaiiiwheii she 
w’as out of lieiseir, she caiiiK/l answer. And 
again solemnly iiiteirog.ited, declares, that she 
would liavc been drawn with A\ild hoises, rather 
than have touched the liairn with an unmotherly 
hand. Interrogated, dt^ehues, that among the 
ill-laiiguag(3 the woman gave her, she did say 
sure enough tliai tho declarant liad hurt the 
bairn when she was in the liuiu fever ; hut that 
the declarant doesjUiot believe that slie said this 
from any other cans© than to frighten Iut, and 
make her lie si lout, liittrrngated, what else the 
Avoinan said to her? J)(‘claies, that w’heu the 
declarant cried loud tor her bairn, ami was like 
to raise the iioighhours, the woman threatened 
her, that they that could slop the wean’s skii ling 
would slo]) hers, if she did not keep a’ the 
loumler.t And that this threat, with the 
manner of the w^unan, made the declarant con- 
clude, that the haiin’s lilo was gone, and her 
own in danger, for that the woman was a 
desperate had w^omaii, as tho declarant judged 
from tho language sho Uiod. IntciTogatcd, de- 
clares, that the te\er and deliiium w'eie brought 
on her byheaiiiig had newj-, suddenly told to 
licr, hut refuses to say wdiat the said news related 
to. Interrogated, why she does not now com- 
municate these partieulai’d, which might, ])erhaps, 
enable tho magistrate to iscevtaiu whether the 
cliLld is living or (lead ; and ie(jucstp(l to oh^erve, 
tliat her ivfusing to do s(» exposes her <»wu life, 
and leaves the elnhl in hod hands ; ns also that 
her present refusal to answer on such ]>oiuls is . 
inconsistent with her alleged iiileniiou to ineke 
a clean brtast to her sister? Dciiares, that sho 
kens the bairn is now d ,id, . r, if living, there 
is one that will look after it , that for her own 
living or dying, she in (lod’s hands, who 
ktto^ her iunoeeiiee of luuming lier bairn with 
her will or knowl(3dge ; and that she has al tried 
hor resolution of 8iv‘aknig out, wliieh sho enter- 
tained when she left llie womnn’s lodging, on 
' aOQOUnt of a matter which she has since learned, 
declares, in general, that she is wearied, and 
Will answer no mom ijaQstions at this time,* 

* ' 1 — '■'■■I*' - ' I ' ■' 
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Upon a Buhsoimdnt examination, Euphemia 
Deans adhered lo tho declaration dhe had 
formerly made, with this addition, that a pai>cr 
found in her tniiik being shown to her, she 
admitted that it contained tho credentials, in 
consoipicuce of wdiieh sho i*esigned herself to the 
conduct ot the w^oman at whoso lodgings she "was 
delivered of the child. Its tenor ran thus : — 

M)i \ULsT Ekme,— I have gotten the means 
to send to }ou hy a w'oman wdio is w’Cll qualified 
to assist you in your M])prouching btreiglit; sho 
is iiol A\hat I could wish her, but I cannot do 
better lor j^ou in my }U’esout condition, I am 
obliged to trust to lu'r in this present calamity, 
tor mys(‘lf and you too. I hop© for tho host, 
though T aoi uow' in a sore ]>im*h ; yet thought 
is flee —1 think Uandie Daiidic and I may queer 
the siitler^ for all that is come and gone. You 
will he angry lor me wiitiiig this to my little 
Caiuerouiaii Lily; hut if I can hut live to ho a 
eoiiiloit to you, and a falhei to your hahie, you 
will haVe illeiity of time to scold.— Once more, . 
let iioiio know' your counsel — my life dejicnda 
on this hag, d — n her— she is both deep and * 
daiigeiou^, liut she has moie wiles and wit tlM'- 
ever were in a beldam’s head, and has eaT!rt|fTo 
he till© to ino. Earewell, my Lily. — DdLiUKlit 
dro()]> on my account — in a week I will he 
or no more my own.* 

Then followed a jiosfwiipt. * If they must 
truss me, I vull re])ent of nothing so much, even 
at the last Inird pmeh, as of the injury 1 have 
done my Lily.* 

Etiie rcfusf*d to say from w horn she liad received 
this letter, Init enough of the story was now 
known, to ascr^rtain that it came from ttohert- 
soii ; and Jroiii the fhit(*, it jijipeared to have been 
wiiUeii about the Lime when Andrew Wilson 
(called foi a niekuaiiie llandio Duiidfe) and he 
wcic meditating their first abortive attempt to 
cscijie, which niiscamed in the manner mcii- 
lioncd in the beginning of this history. 

TJic evideiue of the crowii being concluded, 
the counsel /or the jirisoner began to lead a proof 
i n her defence. The lii ^ t witnesses w’cre examined 
iqioii the girl’s eharaetcr. All gave lier an ex- 
eolleiit one, hut non© with nioro feeling tliifki 
w’orthy Mrs. Saddletree, who, witli the tears on 
her cheeks, declared, tliat she could not have 
had a high(>r opinion of Efiic Deans, nor a more 
sincere regard for lier, if she liad been kcr own 
(lauglitcr. All jireseiit gave tho honest woman 
rrcilit for her goodness of licaii:, excepting her 
husband, who whis])cred to Dumbiedykes, ‘That 
Niehil Kovit of yours is but a raw hand at lead- 
ing evidence, I’m thinking. What signified his 
bringing a woman here to snotter and stiveli and 
bather their Lordships ? He should hah ceeted 
me, sir, and 1 shouhf hae gien them sio a aoresd 
o’ testimony, they shouldna hae touched a hair 
o* her Lead.* m 

• Hadna ye bettor get up and try’t 1 * itm 
the laird. ‘ 1*11 mak a sign to Kovit/4 

‘ Na, na,* said Saddletree, ‘ thank §&t 1iaa« j 
thing, neighbour — that would be ultrhhOCWia 

*" "" liii , I l irwi'll tp| 

t Avoul the oaliowf* 
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evidence, and I kett what bolaiigs to that ; hut 
Niohil Novit euld hae had mo uected dehito icm- 
^0,* ApA wjpiug Ills mouth with his silk 
l^audkerohicf with great iiuportaiice, he resumed 
the pcKTti l^nd manner of an edified and intelligent 
auditor. 

Mr. Fairbrothernow])rpiiiiscd, in a few words, 

* that he meant to Iniug ^ irward his most im- 
portant witness, upon whose evidence the cause 
must in a gi^t mcasum dcjiend. AVliat 1 1 is client 
w*aB, they had learned from tlic preceding wit- 
nesses ; and so far as general character, giv(ui in 
the most forcible terms, and even "with tears, 
could interest every one in liir lati*, she Inul 
already gained that advantage. It was neccssaiy, 
he admitted, that ho shoukl produce moie po«*it- 
ivo testimony of her innocence tlum \\ li.it arose 
out of general charaetcr, and this lie undertook 
to do by the inoutli of the jierson to ulioni she 
had communicated her situation - by the month 
of her natural counsellor and giiaidiau —Jier 
sister,— Maccr, call into court, Jean, or Je.rnie 
Deans, daughter of David Deans, cou feeder at 
Saint Leonard’s Ciags.' 

When he uttered these words, the poor piisoiuu- 
Iju^utly started iip, and strotelied hei.;>elf half- 
H|i|Ver the bar, towards the snh' at whicli lier 
HHwas to enter. And when, blo^\ly follow- 
Bj&e officer, the witness advanced to the foot 
of the table, Eflie, uitb tlie whole expression of 
her countenance alteied, from that of Cfmfused 
shame and dismay, to an eager, imploring, and 
almost ecstatic earnestness of entreaty, witJi out- 
stretched hands, hair streaming back, eyes raised 
eagerly to her sister’s face, and glistening t lirough 
tears, exclaimed, in a tone which went through 
the heart of* all who heard her, — Jeanie, 
Jeaiiie, save me, save me ! ’ 

With a dilfercut feeling, yet equally ajipropid- 
ate to his proud and self-dependent character, 
old Deans tfrew himself back still farllicr under 
the cover of the bench ; so that when Jeanie, ns 
she entered the court, cast a timid glance towards 
the place at whicli she had left him seated, his 
venerable figui’e was no longer \isible. De sat 
down on the other side of Duniliiodikcs, wnmg 
his hand hanl, and whis})ored, ‘Ah, laird, this 
is warst of a' — if I can but win owor tJiis part — 
I feel my head unco dizzy ; but in^'’ JNIaster is 
strong in bis servant’s weakness.’ After a 
xnomeht’s mental jiraycr, he again started up, 
as if impatient of conlmuing in any one posture, 
and gradually edged himself forward towards 
the pTaee he had just quitted. 

Joauie in the meantime had advanced to the 
bottom of the table, when, unable to resist the 
impulse of affection, she suddenly extended her 
hand to her sister. Effio was just within the 
Idistanud that she could sci/o it with both hers, 
iiress it to her mouth, cover it with kisses, and 
oathe it in tears, with the fond devotion that a 
Catholic would pay to a guardian saint descended 
for Ilia safety ; while Jeanie, hiding her own face 
^th het otiier hand, wept bitterly. Tlie sight 
woviM have moved a heart of stone, much more 
of flesh aud blood. Many of the spectators shed 
tOaSB, ^d it was some time before the presiding 
idmsolf could 80 far subdue his emotion 
as to request the witness to compose herself, and 
the mfeoMr te forbear those masks of easer 


affection, which, however natural, could not be 
permitted at that time, and in that presence. 

The solemn oath)— ‘the truth to toll, and no 
truth to conceal, as far as she khew or should be 
asked,* was then administered by the jud^ ‘in 
the name of God, and as the witness »iould 
answer to God at the great day of judgment ; * 
an awful adjuration, which seldom fails to make 
iiiipiossioii even on the most hardened oha- 
raclcis, and to strike witli fear even the most 
upright, .leanie, educated in deep and devout 
rtwcrciice for the name and attributes of the 
Deity, was, by the solemnity of *1 direct appeal 
to bis }>erson and justice, a\\i*d, but at the same 
time elevated above all considerations, savo’thoso 
wliicli she could, with a clear conscieiico, call iirM 
to wdlness. She repealed the fonn in a low and 
reverent, but distinct tone of voice, after the 
judge, to w'hoin, and not to any inferior officer 
of tile court, the task is assigned in Scotland of 
directing the witness in that solemn appeal which 
is the sanetion of his testimony. 

AVhen the judge had finished tlie established 
form, he added in a feeling, lint yet a monitory 
tone, an advice, whicli llic circumstances aji- 
jieaied to him to call for. 

‘Young w^onian,’ these w’ore his words, ‘you 
come before this court in circumstances which 
it wouhl be wwse than cruel not to pity and to 

iii[)atlii/c with. Vet it is my duty to tell you, 
that the tiuth, whatever its consequences may 
be, the tuith is wliat yoli owe to your country, 
and to that God whoso word is^trnih, and whoso 
name you have now invoked. Use your own 
time in answ'criiig the, (piestious that gentle- 
man* (])oinliug to the counsel) ‘shall luit to 
you. --lint remember, that what you may be 
templed to say beyond what is tlie actual truth, 
you must ausw(*r both here and hereafter.* 

The usual questions weie then put to her; — 
“NVlietlicr any one had instructed her what evid- 
ence she had to deliver t Wlicthcr any ono 
had given or promised her any good deed, liire, 
or reward, for nor l(*stiniony? Whether she had 
any malice or ill-wdll at his Majesty’s advocate, 
being the party against whom she w’as cited as 
a w'itness ? To whicli questions she successively 
answered by a quiet negative. Dut their tenor 
ga^e great scandal ami offence to her father, 
who w^as not aware that they are xmt to ©very 
witness as a matter of form. 

‘ Na, na,’ he exclaimed, loud enough toboheard, 
‘my bairn is no like the Widow oiTekoah — ^uae 
man has putten w^ords into her mouth.* 

Ono of the judges, better acquainted, perhaps, 
witli the Books of Ad, journal than with the Book 
of Samuel, was disposed to make some instant 
inquiry after this Widow of Tekoah, who, as lie 
construed the matter, had been tampering with 
the evidence. But the presiding judge, hetter 
versed in Scripture history, whispci'ed to his 
learned brother the necessary explanation ; and 
the pause occasioned by this mistake had the 
good effect of giving Jeanie Deans .time to collect 
her spirits for the painful task she had to perform. 

Fairhrother, whose practice and intelligence 
were considerable, saw the necessity of letting 
the witness compose herself. lU Cis heart he 
suspected that she ca^ to bear Mac Winm in 
her sisterh cause. 
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‘But ttiai Is her own affair/ thought Fair- 
brother ; * and it is my business to see that she 
lias plenty of time to regain composure, and to 
deliver her evidence, bo it true, or bo it false — 
qumUum,' 

Accordingly, he commenced liis interrogatories 
with uninteresting tiuostions, which admitted of 
instant reply. 

* You are, I think, the sister of the prisoner ? ’ 

, ‘Yes, sir.* 

* Not the full sister, however ? ’ 

* No, sir — wo are by dilfcront inotherH.’ 

* True ; and you arc, I think, several years 
older than your sister ? ’ 

‘Yes, sir,' etc. 

After the advocate had conceived that, by tliese 
preliminary and unimportant questions, he had 
familiarized the witness with the situation in 
which she stood, he asked, ‘ whether she had 
not remarked her sister’s state of liealth to be 
altered, during the latter part of tlui term wdicii 
she had lived with Mrs. Saddletree ' ’ 

Jeanio answered in the aflirniative. 

‘ And she told you the eauao of it, my dear, I 
su]>po3e ? ' said Fairbrotlier, in an easy, and, as 
one may say, an inductive sort of < one. 

‘ I am sorry to interrupt my brother,’ said the 
crown counsel, rising ; ‘hut 1 am in your lord- 
ships’ judgment, whether this be not a leading 
question ? * 

‘If this point is to bo debated,’ said the pre- 
siding judge, ‘ the witness must bo removed.’ 

For the Scottish lawyers regard with a sacred 
and scrupulous horror every question so shaped 
by the counsel examining, as to convey to a 
witness the least intimation of the nature of the 
answer w'hich is desired from him. These 
scruples, though founded on uii excellent prin- 
ciple, are sometimes ♦Mrried to an al)surd ]>itch 
of nicety, especially as it is generally easy for a 
lawyer who has his w its about him to elude the 
objection. Fairbrotlier did so in the present case. 

‘ It is not necessary to waste the time of the 
court, my lord; since the king’s counsel thinks 
it worth w'hile to object to tlic form of my (|ues- 
tion, I will shape it othenvise. — Pray, young 
woman, did you ask your sister any que.stion 
when you observed her looking unw'ell i — Take 
courage — s^ieak out.’ 

‘ I asked her,’ replied Jeanic, * what ailed her.’ 

‘Very well — take your own time— and >vhat 
was the answer she made ? ’ continued Mr. Fair- 
brother. 

Jeanie was silent, and looked deadly j^ale. It 
was not that .she at any one instant entertained 
an idea of the possibility of jiivvarication — it was 
the natural hesitation to extinguish the last 
spark of hope that remained lor ln*r sister. 

‘Take courage, young woman,’ said Fair- 
brother. — ‘I asked wluit ycui sister said ailed 
her when you imiuired ? ’ 

‘Nothing,’ answered Jeanie, wdth a faint 
voioe, which was yet lieard <listiuetly in the 
most distant corner of the court room, —such an 
awful and profound silence had been prcseived 
during the anxious interval which had inter- 
posed betwixt the lawyer’s question and the 
wuawor of the witness. 

Fairbrother's countenance fell ; but with that 
pfosence of mindi vhiph is as useful in 


oivil as in military emergencies, ho immediately 
ralUcd. — ‘Nothing? True; you moan nothing 
at — but when you asked her again, did she 
not tell you what ailed her ? ’ 

The question was put in a tone meant to make 
her comjueheiid the importance of her answer, 
had she not been already aware of it. The ice 
was broken, however, and with less pause than 
at first, she now rejdied, — ‘ Alack ! alack I she 
never breathed word to mo about it.* 

A deep groan jiassed through the court. It 
w^as echoed by one dee])cr and more agonized 
from the uiifoituiiatc father. The hcqie to which 
imconscionsly, and in spite of himself, ho had 
still secretly clung, had now dissolved, and the 
\cnerahle old man fell fonvard senseless on tlie 
floor of the court-house, with his head at the 
font of hib terrified daughter. TJio unfortunate 
prisoner, w'ith impotent passjon, strove with the 
guards betwixt whom she was placed. ‘ Let iiio 
gang to my father ’—1 iri/l gang to liim — I mU 
gang to him — ho is dead- -he is killed — I hae 
killctl him ! ’ — she repeated, in frenzied tones of 
grief, which those who heard them did not 
speetlily forget. 

Even in this moment of agony and general con* 
fusion, Jeanic dirl not lose that superiority which 
a deep and firm mind assures to its possessor 
under the most trying circumstances. 

‘ lie is my father— he is our father,’ she mildly 
rejieatcd to those wdio endeavoured to separate 
them, as she stooped, shaded aside his grey 
liairs, and began assiduously to chafe his tom]>los. 

The judge, after repeatedly wii>iiig his eyes, 
gave directions fhat they should be conducted 
into a iicighl >011 ring apartment, and carefully 
attended. The prisoner, as her father was borne 
from the court, and her sister slowly followed, 
])nrsu(‘(l them with lier eyes so earnestly fixed 
as if they would have started from their sockets. 
But when they were no longer visible, she seemed 
to find, in her despairing and desetted slate, a 
coinage which she had not yet exhibited. 

‘ The bitterness of it is now past,’ she said, and 
then boldly addressed the court. ■‘My lords, 
if it is ;yoiir jileasure to gang on wd’ this matter, 
the weariest day will hae its end at last.’ 

Tlie judge, who, much to his honour, had 
shared doej>ly in the general sympathy, wow 
surprised at being reejilled to his duty by the 
risoiicr. lie collected himself, and requested to 
now if the jiand’s counsel had more evidence to 
]>ro(lucc. Fairbrotlier replied, witli an air of 
dejection, that his j)roof was concluded. 

The king’s counsel addressed the jury for the 
crown. He said in a few words, that no one 
could bo more concerned than lie was for .the 
distressing scene which they had just witnessed. 
But it was the necessary consequence of great 
r rimes to bring distress and min upon all 
connected with the perpetrators. He briefly re- 
view ed the proof, in which he showed that all 
the circumstances of the case concurred with 
those required by the act under which the un- 
fortunate prisoner was tried : Tliat the otfinrtl 
for the panel had totally failed in proving that 
Euphemia Doans had communicated W situation 
to her sister : That, respecting her previous good 
character, he was sorry to observe, that It ws« 
females who possessed the world's sood report 




%hoi^ it wM justly .vuluable, who wers 
most strongly Inmpted, by sbamo and fear of the 
world's (Oepsnre^ to the oriwo of infanticide : That 
the ebild %$s morderod, he professed to entertain 
Ito doebi I'he vacillating and inconsistent 
dedl^ti^ of the prisoner herself, marked as it 
was iMUmerons refusals to speak the tnith on 
sabj|K when, according to her own. story, it 
. Woufli have been natural, 's well as advantage- 
ouSi ty 'have been candid ; even this imperiect 
deOlmi% left no doubt iu his mind as to the 
filte on ^ unhappy infant. Neitlier could he 
doubt th,^ ^the panel was a partner in this guilt. 
AVho else nad an interest in a deed so inhuman ? 
Surely neither Robertson, nor Robertson’s agent, 
in whose house she was delivered, had the Icabt 
temptation to commit such a crime, unless upon 
her account, with her connivance, and for tho 
sake of saving her reputation. But it was not 
required of him, by the law, that he sliould bring 
precise proof of the murder, or of the prisoner's 
accession to it. It was tho very purpose of tho 
statute to substitute a certain chain of presuiii])t> 

' ive evidence in place of a probation, which, in 
such casds, it was peculiarly difficult to obtain. 
The jury might peruse tho statute itself, and 
they had also the libel and interlocutor of rele- 
vancy to direct, them in point of law. Ho put it 
to the conscience of the jury, that under both he 
Was entitled to a verdict of Guilty. 

The charge of Fairbrother was much cramped 
by his having failed in the ])roof which he ex- 
pected to lead. But he fought his losing cause 
with coiirage and constancy. IIo ventured to 
arraign the severity of the statute under which 
the young woman was tried. * Jn all other cases, ’ 
he said, * tho first thing required of tho criminal 
prosecutor was to prove unequivocally that the 
crime libelled had actually been committed, 
which lawyers called proving the corpus delicfl. 
But this statute, made doubtless with the best 
intention^ and under the impulse of a. just horror 
for tho unnatural crime of infanticide, ran tho 
risk of itself occasioning tho w^orst of murders, 
the death of an innocent jieison, to atone for a 
supposed crime wdiich may never have bccir com- 
mitted by any one. lie was so far from acknow- 
ledging tho alleged probalTility of tho cliild’s 
violent death, that ho could not even allow that 
there was evidence of its having ever lived.* 

Thb king’s counsel pointed to the woman’s 
declaration ; to which tho counsel replied — ‘ A 
production concocted in a moment of tenor and 
agony, and which approached to insanity,’ ho 
said; *his learned brother w'cll knew W'as no 
^Und ovidoiice against tho party who einittwl 
it, '"It w’as trtio, that a judicial confession, in 
presisn^ of the justices themselves, was the 
atrongeSt of all proof, insomuch that it is said 
in, law, that ‘'in emiffenfem nullcc sunt partes 
/wdiefo.** But this w as true of judicial confes- 
Kiotl ohly, by W’hicli law meant tlmt which is 
made in pnisenco of the justices, ana the sworn 
inquest Of extrajudicial confession, all aiithor- 
|Ue|lt^hl£ld With the illustrious Fstinaceus and 
extra jiulieialis in se nulla 
Wi ^miWnuUum est, non pote^ achninieulan,'' 
ttwg# totally inept, and void of aU strength and 
Oflbet tne banning*; incMule, therefore, 
up or supi^ned, or, ad^rdin^ 


to the Ikw phtase, admimonlated, by oilier pro* 
sumptive eirou^istaiioos. In the present case, 
therefore, letting the extrajudicial confession go, 
as it ought to go, for nothing,* ho contended, 

* the prosecutor had not made out the second 
quality of the statute, that a live child had been 
born ; and at least, ought to be ostablished 
before piosuniptioiis w'cro received that it hod 
been mill del cd. It any of tho assize,’ he said, 

* should bo of ojaiiion that this was dealing rather 
narrowly with the statulc, they ouglit to consider 
that it was in its iiatuic highly penal, and there- 
fore entitled to no favouiahlc constniction,’ 

lie concluded a loained si)ctfcli, wdth an elo- 
quent i)croration ou tho scene they had just 
witnessed, during wliicb Saddlctice fell fast 
asleep. 

It was now tlic presiding judge’s turn to ad- 
dress the jiny. llo did so hi icily and distinctly, 

‘It was lor the jury,' he said, ‘to consider 
whether tlio prosecutor had made out his plea. 
For himself, ho sincerely giicved to say, that a 
shadow of doubt remained not upon Lis niimU 
concerning tho verdict wbidi the inquest had to 
bring in. He w'onld not follow'^ the prisoner’s 
counsel through the impeachment whicn he had 
brought against the statute ot King William and 
Queen Mary. He and the jury were sworn to 
judge according to the laws as tlicy stood, not to 
criticise, or evade, or even to justify them, lu 
no civil case w oiild a counsel ha\o been permitted 
to plead his client’s case in the teeth of tho law; 
but ill the bard situation iu whi( li counsel wero 
often placed in tho criminal court, as w^ell aa 
out of favour to all presumptions of innocence, ho 
had not inclined to interrin)t tho learned gentle- 
man, or narrow his plea. The present law, as it 
now stood, had been instituted by the wisdom of 
their fathers, to cheek the alarming progress of a 
dreadful crime ; whim it was found coo severe for 
its purpose it would doubtless be altered by tlio 
wisdom of the legislature; at piesent itw^as tho 
law of tho land, tho mle of the court, and, 
according to the oath which they had taken, it 
must b'' that of Ibo juiy. Tins unhappy girl's 
situation could not to doubted ; that she had 
home a child, and that the rbild had disap])eared, 
were certain lacts. 'I'lio leaiiicd counsel had • 
failed to show that she had communicated her 
situation. All the requisites of the ease required 
by the statute were therefore before tho jury. 
The learned gentleman had, indeed, desired them 
to throw oiit'of consideration the panel’s own 
confession, wliicli was tho plea usually urged, in 
penury of all others, by counsel in his situation, 
w’ho usually felt that tho declaration^ of their 
clients bore* hanl on them . But that the Scottish 
law designed that a certain weight should be laid 
on these declarations, which, he admitted, wero 
quoda^nmodo extrajudicial, was evident from the 
universal practice by w'hich they were always 
produced and read, as part of tlio prosecutor’s 

I irobation. In the present case, no person who 
lad heard the witnesses describe tho appearance 
of the young w'oman before she left Saddletree’s 
house, and contrasted it with that of he;^ state 
and condition at her return to her father’s, could 
have anv doubt that the fact of delivery lad 
taken pl^, as eot forth in her own decUiation, 

I wWoh Was, not a aoUjany pW 
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muttift tuft j^nlniotilated and Buppprtad’ ly the 

"*!8#!rsiSirs» tu. top,-™ 

^ own niiiid with the purpose of biassiug 

tfieii's. He had felt jio less ihau they had done 
from the sceue ol domestic misery which luid boeii 
exhibited before them ; and if they, having (iod 
and a good conscience, tlie sanctity of their oath, 
and the regard due to the law of the coiintiy, 
1>efore their eyes, could come to a conclusion 
favourable to this unhaiipy prisoner, ho should 
rejoice as much as any one in court ; for never 
had he found his duty more disticssing than in 
discharging it that day, and glad li<* nould he to 
be relieved from tin* still more jiamtul task which 
Would otherwise remain for him.’ 

The jury, having heard flic judge’s address, 
bowed ana retiied, preceded by a inacer of court, 
to the apartment dcbtined lor ‘the ir deliberation. 


CHAP TER XXII L 

Taiw, take thy victim- May she fiml the mercy 
In yon nuld hea\ en, which this hard m orld denies her ! 


Ir was an hour ere tiio jurors rctuined, and as 
they traversed the crowd with slow steps, as men 
about to discharge themselves of a heavy and 
painful responsibility, the audience was hiislied 
into profound earnest, and awful silence. 

‘Ilave you agieed on >our chancellor, gentle- 
men C -was the first question of the judge. 

The foi email, eallcd in Scotland the clianeellor 
of the juiy, usually the man of best rank and 
estimation among the assi/eis, stejiped forward, 
and, with a low revert nee, delnered to the court 
a sealed paper, conlaiiung I lie verdict, wducli, 
until of late years, that ^elbal ictuins aie in 
some iiistaiiees permitted, was always couched iii 
writing. The jury remained standing while the 
judge broke the seals, and, having jiciiised the 
paper, handed it ivith an air ol mouinful giavity 
down to the clerk of court, wdio proceeded to 
engross in the record the yet iiiikuown verdict, 
of which, however, all omened the tragical con- 
tents. A foim still remained, trifling and unim- 
portant in itself, hut to which imagination .'ulds 
a sort of solemnity, from tlic awful occasion upon 
wh^th it is used. A liglited candle was ])laeed 
on the table, the original paper containing the 
verdict Avas enclosed in a sheet of j)a|H?r, and, 
sealed wdtli the judge’s owm signet, was trans- 
mitted to the Crown Olluo, to bo prosorv'ed 
among other lecords of the same kind. As all 
this is transacted in piofoimd sileiue, the pio- 
ducing and extinguishing the i.indlo seems a 
^pe of the human spaik whioh is shortly after- 
wards doomed to be qneiuh si, and e\(itos m the 
opeetators something of tin same eifeet wdiieh in 
Ijfii^giatid is obtained by the judge assuming tlie 
&tal cap of judgment. Whfii these pielmnnary 
forme had been gone through, the judge leqiiiied 
Suphemia Deans to atLciid to the verdict to be 


/ After lie usual words of style, the verdict .se 
the jury, having made choice of Join 
Eaq^i to be their chancellor, and Thoma 
mcrcliapt, to be their clerk; did, hy 


plurality of voices, find the said Euphemia Deaqa 
Guilty of the crime libelled ; bot; in oonsidcra^ 
tion of her extreme youth, and the cruel oireum- 
stances of her case, did earnestly entreat that 
the judge would recommend her to the mercy of 
the crown. 

‘Gentlemen,* said the judge, ‘you have done 
your duty — and a }>aiuful one it must have been 
to men of humanity like you. 1 will undoubtedly 
transmit your i-ecoiumendation to the throne. 
But it is my iluty to tell all wh^ now hear me* 
hut eapts'icilly to iiifoim that unhappy young 
woman, lu order that her mind maybe settled 
aecoidingly, that 1 have not the least hope Of a 

t uidou being granted in the present case. You 
Liiow the crime has been increasing in tliis land, 
and 1 know further, that this has been ascribed to 
the lenity in which tlie laws have been exercised, 
and tliat there is ihereloie no hope whatever of 
obtaining a i emission for this offence. ' The jury 
bow'cd again, and, released from their ];ainful 
oflicc, dis]>erscd themselves among the mass of 
bystanders. 

The court then asked Mr. Fairbrother whether 
ho h.id anything to say, why judgment should 
not follow on the verdict^ The counsel had 
sjient some time in jan using and reperusing the 
verdict, counting the letters in each juror’s name, 
and weighing cv eiy phrase, nay, every syllable, 
in the nicest scales of legal critieisiii. But the 
clerk of the jury had understood his business too 
well. Ko flaw was to be found, and Fairbrother 
mouiiifully intimated, that ho had nothing to 
say in arrest of judgment. 

The piesiding judge then addressed the un- 
hapj>y prisoner Fupheinia Deans, attend to 
the sentence of the couit now to be pronounced 
against you.’ 

She ro.se fiom her seat, and with a composure 
far greater than could have been augured from 
her ilenieaiioui duiiiig some parts of the trial, 
abode the conclusion of the awful Hpene. So 
iieaily does the mental portion of our feelings 
lescmhle those which aie corpoieal, that the first 
seveie blows which we leicive Iniiig with them 
a si tinning apathy, which rcndeis ns indifferent 
fo tliose that follow them. Thus <!aid Maudlin, 
when he was undergoing the punishment of the 
wheel ; and so have all felt, upon wdiom suceess- 
ivi inflictions have desciiidcd with coiiliuuuus 
and leiteialcd violence.* 


‘Young woman,’ said the judge, ‘it is my 
liaiuhil duty to tell joii, that your life is for- 
feited undei a law, which, if it may seem in some 
degree severe, is yet wisely so, to render those 
of your unhappy situation aware wdiat lisk they 
mil, by coneealing, out of piide or false shame, 
their lajiso from virtue, and making no l^rejiara- 
tiou to save the lives of the unfortunate in^Uta 


whom they are to bring into the W'orld« Whan 
you concealed your situation from your mlstmss, 
your .'lister, and other worthy and comfiassionate 
l>er8oiis of your own sex, in whose favour your 
former conduct had given you a fair pUee# 
seem to me to have had in your oontemplawon, 
at least, the death of the helpless oreowro, for 
wdiose life you neglected to provide. Ho# the 
■ ■ 

^Ited *^5^ K»i»galc»s. See a Tract & eKpknU| 
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ohfld vf$.U disposed of— wbothor it was dealt upon ifieed forgivsenesB.— As for myself, I canna Uaia« 
by another, or ty yourself— whollior tlie extra- ye, for ye act up to your liglits ; and if 1 havena 
ordiuaty story you have told is partly false, or tilled'' my poor infant, ye may witness, a* that 
altogether so, is between Go I and your own con- hae seen it this day^ that I hae been the moans 
science/ I will not agm-avato your distz’css by of killing my gi’cylieaded father, — I deserve the 
pressing on that topic, out I do most solemnly warst frae man, and frae God too — But God is 
adjure you to employ the remaining simce of your muir mri*eifu’ to ns than wo arc to each other/ 
time in making your ’\ith Goa, for wliicli AVith Hk^so words the trial concluded, Tho 
pu^dSe such reverend clcigynieii as you your- orond rushed, beai'ing forward and shouldering 

may name shall ha\ c access to you. Not- each other, out of the court, in the same 
■Wi&stauding the liumaiiorccomnicmUtion of the tumultuary mode iu ^\hich they had entered; 
jfcry, I cannot afford to you, in the ju’Chont cir- Jiid, in cAcilntion of animal motion and animal 
'Ctwnstanoos of tlic country, the slightest hope spirits, soon forgot ^^ha^cvcr they had felt au 
thAt your life will be pi oloiigcd beyond the inuiod ini]>rcssive iu the scene whicli they liad witnessed, 
assigned for the eYeciilion of your sentence. The piofc'ssioiial snectators, whom hahit and 
Forsaking, therefore, the tliouglits of this world, theoiy had rendered ns callous to the distress of 
let your mind be prcpaicd by repentance for tlioso the scene as medical men are to those of a 
of more awful moment- -for death, judgment, surgical opeiatioii, walked liomewwd in groui>s, 
and eternity. — Doomster, read the sentence.’* disemssing the general principle of the statute 
AVliou the dooinster showed himself, a tall, under w’liich the young w oman was condemned, 
haggard figure, aiTaycd iu a fantastic garment the nature of the evidence, and the arguments 
of black and grey, passmented with silver lace, of the counsel, without consideiing even that of 
all fell back with a soit of instinctive lion or, the judge as e.vempt from their criticism, 
and made wide way Ibi him to ajiproueh tho The feiiialo spectators, more compassionate, 
foot of tho table. As tlds oflicc w^as Indd by were lond in exclamation against that part of 
tho common executioner, men shonldert<l cafli the judge’s speech wdiich seemed to cutoff tho 
other backward to avoid even the touch of liis hojic of pardem. 

garment, and some w’crc secui to brush thoir own ‘S(*t him iii», indeed,’ said Mrs, Howden, *to 
clothes, which had aceidciitally iH'conie suhjeH tell us tliat the poor lassie behoved to die, when 
to Such contamination. A sound went through Mr. John Kirk, as civil a gentleman as is within 
the court, iiroducod by each ficrsou (hawing iu the j>orts of the town, took the pains to prig for 
their breatli liard, as men do Wlicii they cxjiect lier liimser.* 

or witness wdiat is frightful, and at tno same *Ay, but, neighbour,’ said lifiss Damahoy, 
Ifcime affecting. Tlie caitiff vill.vin yet seemed, drawing u]) lier tliin maidenly form to its ihll 
bmid his hardened brutality, to have some sense Indght <' prim dignity— ^ I really think tliis 
pf his being the object ol puhirc detestation, niiiiatiiral business of having bastard - bairns 
^hich made him impatient of being in jmblie, should bo jmtten a stop to, — There isna a hussy 
$3 birds of evil omen aie anxious to escape fioni now on this side of thirty that you can bring 
Hay light, and from i>urc air. . 'within your doors, but there will be chields— 

repeating after the del k of com t, lie gabbled 
>ver the words of tho sentence, which comlemiied 
Suphemia# Deans to be conducted back to the 
Colbooth of Kdinburgli, and detained tbero 

intil AVediiesday the day of ; and upon 

;hat day, betwixt the liouih of tw'o and four 
folook afternoon, to be coiivc'^ed to ibe common 
dace of execution, and theie !liangc(l by the neck 
ipon a gibbet. ‘And tbri,’ saitl tlio doomstcr, 
bggravatiiig lii« harsh voice, ‘1 jnoiionuce for 
hom^* 

Ho , vanished when Ik liad spoken the last 
imi>liatio word, like a foul fitiid after tho pur- matter, I thank my stars !’ 

>os0 of his visitation had been accomplished; <Ve are thank fir for sum’ mercies, then,’ said 
mt tho impix‘8bion of liorror (>xcit(Hl by liis Mrs. Ilow’dcn, with a toss of her head ; ‘and as 
presence and his eiTand, icmained upon the for you and young — 1 trow ye were doing for, 
H*owd of spectators. youi-seV at the last riding of the Scots Parlia- 

, Tho unfortunate criminal, —for so she must iiicnt, and that was in the gracious year seven, 
tow bo termed, — with more siiscei»tihilily, and sae yo can be iiao sic chicken at ony rate,’ 
note irritable feelings than her father and sister, I’lnindamas, who acted as sti^uire of the body 
ras found, in this emergence, to possess a con- to tho two contending dames, instantly saw the 
iderablc aharo of thoii* courage. She had re- hazarcl of entering into such delicate points of 
naiued, standing motionless at the bar while chronology, and, being a lover of peace and good 
he sontottoe was pronounced, and was observed noighbourhood, lost no time in bringing back 
■f shut her eyes when the doomstcr appeared, the conversation to its original subject. 

Ittfrihe was the first to break silence when that ‘ Tlie judge didna tell us a' he could hae tell’cl 
rril fpgu had left his place. us, if he had liked, about the application for 

‘Goa forgive ye,^ my lords,’ she said, ‘and pai'don, neighbours/ said he; ‘th€ft*e is aye a ' 
Uxma be angry wi’ mo for wishing it — we a wimple in a lawyov^s clue : but it’s" a wee bit of 
I , a secret.’ ^ 

^ N. boonwcor, or of Cour^ * * And what is’t---what is’t, *neighb<i|ur plum* » 


■wntcr-iaas, prcnticc-laus, and wJiat not — com-* 
iiig traiking after them for their destruction, 
and discrediting one’s honest house into tho 
bargain. — I hae iiac patience wi’ them.* 

‘Hont, neighbour,’ said Mrs. Jlowden, *wo 
suld liie and let live — w'o liae Ijccn young oiir- 
sel’s, and we are no aye to judge tlie warst W'hcii 
lads and lasses forgather.’ 

‘Young ourscl's ! and judge the w’arst ! ’ said * 
l\U.s.s Damahoy. ‘1 am no sao aiild as that 
('oiiies to, Jiblrs. llowdcu ; and us for what yo ca’ 
11)0 warst, 1 ken neither good nor bad about the 
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dmAdrufttild ]ttm Howden and Miss Psmahoy 
at ^00* w aoM feitnentation of their dispute 
fti once neutiahzed b> the poweiful alkali 
Uhplm in the \iontl uccift 

^Here*s Mr Siddh tico can tell ye that better 
than me, foi it is him tint tin Id ino, sud 
Plumdamas, as Siddleticf time np, with his 
wife hanging on Ins aim, and looking \try dis 
ooiisolatt 

When the question is jnit to Saddletree, he 
looked ^piystointul ‘They sptak ihout stop 
ping the fieipiency of child inuidti, said he iii 
1 contemptuous tone , ‘ do j c think oin auld 
inenues of }]ngliiid as GUndouk ayi c i s thuii 
.11 his priutfd Stitiifc liook cm a hodh 
A^hethei mc didiu kill inr anitluj, si in and 
>ini, hoi so and f )ot min ^^onnn, uul banns 
ill and aiiidi> a n s ct ^in juhs, as Mi Cioss 
nyloof says < » in it *. no hmr hmd( i s them 

!rao paidomng tbt bit iissic But licit is tin 
pinch of the pl( i i )i( 1 mg and ^pii iie sac 
lU pleased %\i th it imsl iV aAmnt Puitcous that 
the} ])aidon again tithe i 
leve 01 1 emission if tin Ink town o 
HTdinbuigh should bo i lunged on ai toil 
‘Dell that Ihcy neic bnk at then Gciman 
kaltyud then, as my ncighboiu MacCioskie 
.as it, said Mis IJowdcn in tliats the m i} 
they It giun to guide ns * 

‘They siy loi (tit am, sud Miss Dimaho> 
'that King ^Jeoigc fling Ins ptiiwig m the hit 
^lun he heal cl o the Portt ous mob 
* Ho has done that th } sii, lejilitd Satldb 
tice, ‘ for less thing 

‘Awed, Slid Mis Dimihoy ‘ In niiglit kt tj 
mail wit in his iiigt i but it s i the bcttci foi 
Ins wigmakei, J sc Man int 
‘The queen toie hn biggomts foi pci feet 
mger, - ye 11 hu bend o th t too ^ sud Plum 
damas ‘And tin ling fbty ssi kickit Sii 
Robeij; M aljKilo fci n > kctping doain the mob of 
Kdinbmgh , but I dinni bclicit lie m id I dint 
Sae uiigeiitu > 

‘ It s dooms tiutli till) igli 11 1 Siddlftici 
‘ and lie m is f i kickiii the l)ukc of Aig} k * too 
‘ Kitkm fh Dukt of Aig>J • t\ Inmcd the 
hoaicis at cnct in ill Hit \iiu>us combined 
ke}s of uttei astomshinc ut 

‘Ay, but Mi(( illinnmoit s blood widni sit 
doMii Ml that tlicie m is iisk of Audio 1 ciru i 
coming in Hni Ismni 

‘The (Inko is a k il St itsinin a tint fiitnd 
tothetounli} uiswucd Siddldito'* lit iicis 
‘A}, tioth IS Ik to 1 ing an I (< mill} buth 
as ye sail btai t ntimie 1 tlio m In ‘if \e will 
come lu by to oui houst In it s sift t spoakiug 
of me thing'* tnfi i pxi fr 
When they cntui I Ins sli ^ he ilirust his 
piroutice boy out ol it md uni > king In'* desk 
took out, with an lu <t £,i i\ nd toniplaccnt 
inAportanoe, adut} and tnim]>k 1 pKttofjnintcd 
paper , ho obseutd llns IS mw tom its no 
ayetyb^dy c otild show } on th like o this Its 
the Jittkes qwsoch about flit Ptrttous mob, ]ust 
pramutgAted by tlio hawktis Ye shall licai 
Kbat Ian Tloy Cean t *’a} s loi himsel M} eoi 

O Tohn Puke of Argyle and Greens ich 
ohn the warnor, a name persmul ml proper in 
s to Mm Duke of Argyle and Oreeay&h, a$ 
was iliat of fats tefOe or 



tdepotident lionght it m the Palgbe^yardt tbaPai 
like met uuder the kjHig'e nose tlimk hn oUms 
ap theu mittens i-^It came m a letter «bput A 
foolish bill oi exchange that tlie man wanted hia 
to itnew foi him f wish Vo wad see about )ti . 
Mrs Siddleticc* ^ 

Honest Mrs Siddletioe had hitherto b«on aO 
sincerely distitsscd about the situation of her 
unfoittinate piottgf(, that she had suffered hor 
Imsliantl to pioctcd iii his own way> Wlthont 
attending to what he was sa}iiig The WOtaS 
biJh and anew liad, howtvti, an awakshing 
sound 111 tilt m , and she sn itched tlu letter 
which lit 1 hush iiid held tow aids hex, and, wiping 
hti c}cs and putting on hot spectacles, Sn4< 
(kavDiiitd as fast as the tkw wlinli coUoOted on 
lui glasses would peinnt, to gtt it the meaning 
ol the 1 cmPui ]mt of the epistle, whilo her^ 
husband with ])ompous (le\ation, icad an ex- 
ilic t fiom tin speech 

‘ I am no ministe i , 1 ntvoi was a minister* and 
I nt\cr will be om - — 

‘I didiia ken liis Giact w is i\ci designed foi 
lilt ministiy, in term pled Mis Howden 

Ik disni mean i ministci of the gospel, Mis* 
ITowdtn but a minisfti of stite, said Saddle^ 
ticc, with ( omit St ending goodmss, and tlicn 
prot ceded ‘Tlit time w is when 1 might have 
bet n \ ]>ieco of a mimstii but I was too sciisiblo 
of my own nitipwify t) tngage in any stat^ 
iiflui And J thank (lod lb at 1 Ind alw lys too 
gic it a salut lor those few i))ilitits which Katmo 
Ills gi\en me, to enqilo} them m doing any 
diudgu} 01 any )ob of what kind soever. I 
liavc cvti sinto I stl out lu the woild (and I 
believe ftw liivt s(t out mou eiily), stived my 
piince with my t»>ngue 1 havt suved him With 
111 } little intcicst 1 hid, iiid 1 have seived him 
with my sword, and in ni} profession of aims I 
have held omploymeiifs which I have lost, and 
wtie I to be to monow dt]>n\el ol those which 
still lem nil to me^ uul w hit li 1 h iv c endeavoured 
honestl} to destive, I would ‘till 'cive hltn to 
the list atit of my inhtiitm o and to the last 
chop of niv blood — 

All s Ssdilleti t e liti e bi ol c iii upon the orator • 
Ml Swkllthcc whil IS the meamim oj a* 
fhis^ Iltie aie yt thvciuig iliout the Duko of 
Aigyk uul tins iiiiii Maitiiigale gauii to bleak 
on oiii li in Is, uid lost ns glide sixty iKmjntdiS 
woutk 1 w Int duke will p iv tli it quotha -—I'WiaU 
the Duke of \ig\ It would i)iy his am accounts ^ 
He IS 111 i thousaud puiicls beots on th^ Vfiy 
book'* w lion lie w as last at Roystoun — virt UO 
sa}iiig but lies i ]ust nobkman, and that it's 
glide silki bur it wad diivo aiie daft lobe con 
fused wi deukesaiul diakts md time diCtressed 
folk up stairs, th il s Tea me Deans and her fhthor* 
And tlieii, xiuttmg tlievoiy callant thatwasaew* 
mg the (luiiel out o the shop, to play^p black**^ 
gu wds m the close Sit still, neighbour^, it*8 no 
that I mean to distuib yon , 1 ut what betWOen 
courts 0 hw and toiirts o sf ite, md upper and 
imdei }M>ihaincnts and paihunexit hou0Oj^» b0ro 
and in London, the gudemau’s gaiio 
I think ' ^ 

The gossijts undustood cinhty, and Utm itola 
of domg as they would be doiub ny, loojptL to 
tatw upon tbo slight inTitatioi)i impJiriL lju tha 
ooti^lislon of iUia spoecih, and iflueroj^ 
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i^d deptu^it) ns fast as possible, 
wbispejing to Pliuiidamas that he 
■votrlj; ^lueet him at MacOroakic's * (the low- 
i^jpowad shop in the Luokeiibootlis, already 
usntioued), * in the houi of cause, and put Mac- 
^sdlummoro'a, «i>eech in his i)ocket, for a* the 
j^dSwife’s din/ 

Whett Mrs. Sad(llctr<*c* ti" the house fieed of 
iet importunate visitois, ana the little boy le- 
daimed from Ibc pastimes ol the wynd to the 
^laSroise of the awl, she w ent to visit her unliappy 
.‘Native, I)avid Deans, and liis elder daugliter, 
kvho had found in her house tlio nearest place of 
frhmdly refuge. 


CHAPTER XXIV, 

IsAn. Alas ! what poor ability's in me 
To do him good? 

JhiUCIO. A‘say the po>^<r you have 

MiiAsuitL I OR Measure. 

When Mrs. Saddletree entered the ajiartinent 
in which her gnosis had shiouded then misery, 
she found the window daikened. The feeldoiiess 
wiiich followed Ins long swoon had tendered it 
necessary to lay the old man in hed. The cur- 
tains wore drawn around him, and Jeanie sat 
motionless by the side of tlu* bed. Mrs. Saddle- 
tree was a W'oman of kindness, nay, of feeling, 
but not of dolicaey. She opened the half-shut 
window, drew aside the ouitain, and, taking her 
kinsman by the hand, exhoited him to sit up, 
and bear liis sorrow like a good ni.in, and a 
Christian man, as ho was. Ihit when she quitted 
his hand, it fell ]>onerless by his side, nor did he 
attempt the least rejdy. 

* Is all over ^ ' asked .Toauic, with lips and 
cheeks as i>ale as ashes, — 'and is there nae liopc 
for lier ? ' 

' Kanei or next to iiane,’ said Mrs. Saddletree ; 

‘ I heard the judgo-caile say it with my ain ears. 
-*^It was a burning shame to see sae inony o* 
them set up yonder in their red gowns and blaek 
gowns, aiida’ totake the life o* abitscnseless lassie. 
I had never miickle broo o’ my gndemaii’s gossij>s, 
and now I like them waur than ever. The only 
wiselike thing I heard onybody say, was decent 
Mr* John Kiik of Kii'kknoNNO, and ho wussed 
them just to get the king’s mercy, and nae inair 
about it, ^ But ho spake to unreasonable folk— 
he might just hae koepit his breath to hae hlawn 
pn.his porridge.’ 

^ * But eaa tlie king gie her mercy ^ ’ said Jeanio 
earnestly. * Some folk tell me he canna gie mercy 
casos of mur in cases like hers.' 

^ * (Jam he gio mercy, liinny ?— I weel I wot he 
wheu lie likes. Tliero 'was young Single- 
^ord, that hiickit the Laird of Ballenclcuch, 
and Captain Hacknm, the Englishman, that 
killed La^ Golgrain’s gudeman, and the Master 
of Saint CUir-, that shot the twa' Shaws,* and 

S mair in my time— to ho sure they were 
, blood, and had their kin to speak for 
*wAud there was Jock Porteous the other 
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dity.'wrM meny, an folk could 

win at it.* 

* Porteous ! * said Joanie ; * very true— -I forget 
a* that I snld luaist mind. — Faro yc wcol, Mrs, 
Saddletree ; and may yo never want a friend in 
the hour ol distress ! ’ 

‘ Will yo 110 stay w i’ your futlier, Jeanie, bairn I 
-Ye had belter,’ said Mrs. Saddletree. 

‘ 1 will be wanted ower yonder,' indicating the 
Tolbooth with her baud, ‘and 1 maun leave him 
Ol 1 will nc\er be able to leave him. I 
learna foi his life— I ken how’ strong-hearted ho 
is— 1 ken it,’ she ^aul, lading hei liand on her 
bosom, ‘ by my uiii Ijcart at tliis minute.’ 

‘Weel, hin'iiy, it >e think it’s for the best* 
better ho stay htie and rest liini, than gang back 
to Saint Ijeunard’s.’ 

Muekle better— muekle better. — God bless 
3 'ou !--(Sod bless }ou • — At no idle let him gang 
till ye hear liac me,’ said Jeanie. 

‘ But ye’ll he hack bclyve i ’ said Mia. Saddle- 
tree, detaining lier ; ‘tiny wiiina let yo stay 
yonder, hinny.’ 

* But I maun gang to S.'iint Leonaid’s— there's 

muekle to he dune, and little turn* to do it in. — 
And 1 have fiKunls to &})(ak to. -God bloss you 
— take caie ol my fatlioi.’ ‘ 

She had i cached the door of the apaitmcnt, 
when, suddenly tniiiing, she came back, and 
knelt dowm by the bedside. — ‘0, father, gie mo 
your hlessiiig — I daio not go till ye bless me. 
Say but “ God bless ye, and piosper yc, Jeanio'’ 
—try but to say that ’ ’ 

Instineti\cly, rather than by an exertion of 
intollcct, the old man mnnnured a prayer, that 
‘xmi chased and promised blessings might bo 
nmltiidicd upon her.’ 

‘ He has blessed mine eiiand,’ said his daughter, 
lislng from her knees, ‘ and it is boruo in upon 
my mind that I shall pios])ci.’ 

So saying, she left the room. 

Mrs. Saddlctieo looked alter lier, and shooli 
her head. ‘ 1 wish she biniia roving, ijooi thing, 
— Thcie’s something queer about a’ thae Deanscs. 
1 diiiiia like folk to be sac muekle belter thai 
other folk- seldom comes gudo o’t. But if she’* 
gaun to look after tlio kyo at Saint Leonard’s, 
that’s another story ; to be sure they maun bt 
SOI tod. —Grizzle, como up heie, and tak tent tc 
the honest auld man, and see ho wants naething. 
— YeMlly tawpie’ (addressing the maid-seryaiil 
as sho entered), ‘wliat gar’d yc busk up you: 
cockernony tliat gait?— I think there's boex 
eiicuch tho day to gio an awfu' w’aming abou 
your cockups and your fallal duds — see 'wha 
they a’ come to,' etc. etc, etc. 

I^eaving the good lady to her lecture upo: 
worldly vanities, wo must tiansport* our reade 
to tho cell in which the unfortunate ElKe Dean 
was now immured, being restricted of severs 
liberties which she had enjoyed before the scr 
tence was ]uonounced. ^ 

When she had remained about an h<y<lr in tb 
state of stupefied hon’or so natural in her 'situ* 
tion, slie was disturbed by the opening of lli 
jarring bolts of her place of eonfinoment, an 
^tcliffe showed himself. ‘It’s your sister,' I 
said, * wants to speak t’yo, Eflie.' 


* t oauna see noebot^,’ said Effie, with ti 
l«»ty Sjrritability; whitsu miseiy had xapdere 
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mdid 1 oanua ^te iiK^lnxly, and least of be redofitned. Faio wcel irnk*w I die by 

bet Bid bor take cue 0 the auld man — 1 am the road, I ^Mll eco tbo king a face lliat ^ea 
naetbing to ony o* them now, nor them lo me ' grace — 0, sii ’ (to Ratchtfe), ‘be kind to bei— 
'Bbo eays aho maun sio ye, though,’ said Kit She ue ci ken’d it was to need a strangei’a 
oliffe; and Jeime, rushing into the ajiaitmtnt, kindness till now -laieweel- fareweel, Eflie*— 
threw bei aims round hei sistci b nttk, who Duma spiak to nu— I iniiina greet now— my 
writhed to extncato heist If horn liei embratt Ik ad s owt i di//y aluady ' 

‘Whif sigmhes <oniiiigto grtot owci me, Sht toit hti self liom fiei sisiei b urns, and left 
said pool Etfie, ‘when >ou ha\o killed rnt ^ - thf trlj Kitdiflt /olhnud Ini, and beckoned 

killecl mo, whvn i woid of join mouth would liti into i small lorm She obeyed his signal, 

hive savid me— killed nu, wlitu I am an in but not without tic inbling 
noceut oioature— innocent of tliat guilt it h ist ‘ Whit s the lulc thing shaking foi ’ said he, 
— and mo that wad hat w ii<d body and soul to I iiit in nothing b it (iiilit^ to you D — n me, 

save your finger fiom bt inghuit • I itsju ct \ou iiid 1 1 in 1 lu Ip it You have So 

‘You shall not (In, siid Iciint with tn ninth spunk tint il n iin but I think there’s 
thusiastio himiiess ‘siy wh it vou like o nn omo cliiiitc ot > iii (aiivin^ tin daj But you 
think what you lik( o nu — onl} pioinisi -f n must not g) t ) tin kiiigtill >ou liiii made some 
I doubt youi pioud luai t — tint }o wuiiu i h inn f i n 1 , tiy tlic iluke 1i ^ IM u ( ulliimmoio, he’s * 
youiaclf, and ym shiU lut du tins sluntful Siotlinds fin ml — I km that the gitat folks 
death ’ dmna mutkh li vt him but the} leai him, and 

*A dcitli I wil^ n >t du hann tint will sent >om juipost aswtcl D^oken 

lass I have tint iii my lu iit though it Ins nubody wa I gic i h tl i t > him ? 

been ower kind a me — Lint winiii bub shame Thiki it j\igvl< siil It inn reeollocting 

Gae hamo to our litliei, and think iiat man on Inistlf suddenl\ whit w is he to thit Aigjle 
mo — I have ate my list taithlv nu il that sulhitd m my fillni s tune in the poise- 

* 0 , this wss wli it I fcau d sn I It line cutioii i 

* Hoiit, tout, liinny, said Ritt hlle , ‘ it s but Ills sou oi gi in Ison I m thinking,’ said Rat 
little yo ken o tliac things Anc i\( thinks it clilTt butwliit > tliit^ 

the fust dinnle o the sciitenti they hat luait ‘ lliank (lod • snd Uaiiit, devoutly clasping 
eneuch to die iillitr than bide out the six her hands 

weeks, but they aye bide the sax weeks out (oi ‘\tu Whigs aie ajc thinking God foi some 
a’ that I ki u tin gait o t wed , 1 hae fiontt I thing ’ snd tin lultiin ‘ But huk ye, hinny, 
the doomster tin LO turn s and hex o 1 stand, lim 111 tdl }t a secret \t iniy meet wi’ rough 
Ratehfle, foi a that Had I tied mynipkiii customers on the Boidci oi in the Midland, 
stiait the lust tmu, is I had i git it miml till t afoic get to Lminon ^ow, dtil ant o’ them 
-and it was i ibeut a bit gitv t )wt, wnsna will touch an uquiiiit met o Daddie Ratton’b , 
woith tin xiunds sit i ling— wlitie would I have foi though 1 am utiied liio xml lit xu^ctieo, yet 
boon now ^ they ken 1 1 in do i gndt oi an ill tuiii yet— and 

‘And how dtd esta]e ? said Teinu the dtil a faide fellow tint lias bun but a twelve 
flics of tliiH mill, at fust so odious to hei month on the hv bo lit lulihi ii iiadclcr, but ho 
having actxuned a «?uldcn intticst in liei exes knows my gyle* as well is tin laikt of eer a 
fiom then eoinsx»ondciice with thoso ot lui ciuerr eullni } in Bnglind ind time’s logues 
sibtci 1 itm foi you 

* Ifow did I isii]H i* Slid RilditU XMth a It was mdttd tot illy uiunfdligible to Jeanio 

knowing wink, — ‘1 tdl yi I 'sc ii it iii n wa\ I) ans, who w is only iin[ itiriit to est ipt fiom 
that nacbody will csupe fiom tins Tolbooth him He hastily seiiwh I i line oi two on a 
while 1 keep the k(>s dirty x>u to ot ^ i]>ei ind siii 1 1 > litr a& she diew 

‘My sifitni shall coim out in tin fice of tin I uk when he oHiitd it Hi \ what the doll 
sun,* Slid Jeamo ‘I will go to Londoii ami itwunnaliti >ou 1113 Ins if it doesnaogude, 
beg her paidou fiom the king and queen If it t in do nae ill But I wish 3011 to show it, if 
they xwbidontd Voilious they nay p 11 don her \on luxe ony faslicuo wi ( iiy 0 St Nicholas’s 
if a Slater asks i sista s lift on hei beneled dcik 

kneeb, they will pai Ion liei— they s 7 i« 7 / paitlm ‘ Alas t’ sud she, I do not undcistand what 
her — ind they will win a thousiud hearts 1 3 it 30U mean * 

Dffio listened 111 bcwiUl ud istonishme nt, and ‘ I iiu in if yc f ill amt n^. tJiievcs, my piccious, 
BO earnest was lui sibtn s t nthusiastie assui xme - that is ' S(ii]>tuH ] hiast, if ye will hae ane— 
that she almost mvoluntaiily taught a glean of tin bauldc t ol tlum will km i sc ait 0’ my guso 
hope t but It install fly faded away ft itliei Aiil noxv aw a wi 30— and stiek to 

^Ah, Jtame • the 1 ing and qiiteii live in Aigylo , it onyl ody ean do tbt job, it maun be- 
London, a thousand niil s fiom tins -fai 13 out him * 

tl^sautsea, lllh gant bdiicxc win tin ix * After easting aii inxioii lode at the grated 

* You a^o mist leii, sad Tcinie , ‘itis no bao \mdoxvs and bin Lent d walls of the old 
far, aU# they go to it by laid I leaine 1 sorat lolbooth, and anothci state less anxiotfs St 
thing flihout tnae things from lleuben But lei the hosi>itahle ItKlging of Mis. Saddletiee, 

’An* Jeanw I ye uevei learned onytliiu^, but Toanio turned her back on that quarter, and 
VhW wtas gude frae the folk ye keepit company soon after on the city itself She reached Saint 
Wl’l but I— but I '—ah# wrung her hands ana Leonard’s Ciags without mi-eting any one whom 
Wopt bitterly she knew, wliieh, in the state of Uei xnind, she 

^Dinna uiink on that now,' said Jcanie, 

will be time for that if m pmnt space « Puss t S«al % jusdee of Peace, 
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coMd^rod as a great blessing. * I must do nao- 
thing,* she thought, as she went along, ‘that 
oan soften or weaken ihy heart— it’s owor weak 
already for w^hat 1 hao to do. 1 will think and 
act as firmly as 1 caji, and speak as little.’ 

Thete was an ancient servant, or rather cottar, 
of her father’s, who had lived under him for 
many years, and wliose fidelity was worthy of 
full OQiifidonco. Shi '^eiit for tliis woman, and 
explaining to her that the circimistances of her 
family required that she should undertake* a 
journey, which would detain her for some w^eks 
from homo, she gave her full iubiriudions con- 
oeming the nianagoment of the domestic eon- 
oems in her absence. With a precision, wliich, 
upon rellcctiou, she herself could not help 
wondoiitig at, slic described and detailed the 
most minute steps which were to bo taken, and 
especially such as were necessary for her father’s 
comfort. ‘ It W'as probable, J she said, ‘ that ho 
would return to Saint Leonar<r8 to-niorrow ! cer- 
tain that ho would return very soon- all must he 
iu order for him. Ilo had eiieiicli to distress him, 
without being fashed about wurldly matleis.* 

In the meanwhile she toiI(‘d busily, along 
with May Ilcttly, to leave nothing unarranged. 

It was deep in the night wdien all these iiint- 
ters were settled ; and when they had partaken 
of some food, the first which Jeaiiie had lusted 
oil that evGuiful day, May Iletily, whose usual 
residence was a eottago at a little distance from 
Dcaiis’s house, asked her young unstress, whether 
she would not permit her to remain in the houso 
all night ? ‘ Yc hao had an aw^fn’ day,’ she said, 

‘ and sorrow and fear are but bad eompaiuoiis iu 
the watches of the niglit, as 1 hao heard the gude- 
man say himscl'.’ 

* They are ill companions, indeed,’ said Jeanie ; 

‘ but 1 maun leaiu to alndo tlieir ])reseucc, and 
bettor l)Cgin in the house than in the field.’ 

She dismissed her aged assistant accordingly, 
— for so Niglit W'as the gradation in their rank of 
life, that we can hardly teim May a servant, — 
and ])rocecded to make a few preparations for her 
journey. 

The simplicity of her cdueation and eountry 
made these jireparations very brief and easy. 
Her tartan screen served all the jairposes of a 
riding-habit and of an umbrella ; a small bundle 
contained such changes of limm as were aljsolutely 
necessary. Barefooted, as Saneho says, she had 
come into the wo? id, and barefooted slie pr<q»oscd 
to perform her pilgrimage ; and her clean shoes 
and change of snow-wliite thread stockings wwo 
to be reserved for special oceasioiLs of cereraouj'. 
She was not aware that the English habits of 
txmftnrt attach an idea of abject misery to the 
idea of a barefoottid traveller ; and if the objec- 
tion of cloanliness had been made to the practice, 
she would have been aj^t to vindicate lierself 
upon the very frequent ablutions to which, with 
Mahometan scrupulosity, a Scottish damsel of 
some condition usually subjects herself. Thus 
far, tWefote, all w^ well. 

Ffom an oaken press, or cabinet, in which her 
father kept a few old hooks, and two or three 
bundles of papers, besides his ordinary accounts 
aud receipts, she sought out and extracted from 
a parcel of notes of sermons, oalonlations of in- 
terest, records of dying speeches of the martyrs, 


and the like, one or two dooumenfs which she 
tliought might be of Bome use to her upon her 
mission. But the 'most important difficulty re- 
mained behind, and it had not occurred to her 
until thu't very e\ennig. It was the want of 
money; without which it w^as impossible she 
could undertake so distant a journey as she now 
meditated. 

David Deans, as Ave hai'c said, W'as easy, and 
even oj)nIeiit in Iiis riiemnstances. But his 
wealth, like that of the patriarchs of old, con- 
sisted ill Ills kinc aud hcids, ami in two or three 
sums lent out at interest to neighbours or re- 
latives, A\ho, far from being iu circumstances to 
pay anytliiiig to account of the jiriiicipal sums, 
thought they did all thatw^as iiieiimbent on them, 
Avhen, with considerable difliculty, they dis- 
charged the ‘niiinial nut,’ To these debtors it 
W'ould be in vain, therefore, to a]>ply, even w'ith 
her father’s conenirenco ; mn could she hope to 
obtain such concuricnce, or assistance iu any 
nmde, without such a sciies of exjdanatior'i and 
debates as she felt might depiive her totally of 
the ]»owcr of taking the stej), A\iii(li, however 
daring and ]ia/anlouH, she felt was absolutely 
necessary lor tidying the last cliaiicc in favour of 
her sister. AVitlioiit dcpaitiug lioni filial rever- 
ence, Jeanio had an iiiw’ard conviction that the 
feelings of her father, howe\er just, and upright, 
and hoiiourahle, Aveio too little in unison with 
the Kpiiit of the time to admit of his being a 
good judge of the iiieasuies to he ado])tod in this 
crisis, lierself more flexible iu manner, though 
no less ujiriglit in piinciple, she felt that to ask 
Ills consent to Ikt jnlgi image would be to en- 
couiifer the risk of diawing down his positive 
prohibition, and iiiidir that she believed her 
journey could not be blesse*! in its progress and 
event. Accordingly, sbe bad determined upon 
the nieaiiH by w liieh she niiglit communicate to 
him her uiidei taking and its purpose, shortl^ 
after her actual departure. But it was impos- 
sible to a])ply to him for money without altering 
this ttiiaiigemeiit, and discussing fully the pro- 
l>iiety of her journey ; pccuiiiaiy assistance from 
that quaiter, Ihciefoie, w^as laid out of the 
question. 

It now occurred to Jeanie that .<<lic should 
liavo consulted Avith Mrs. Saddletree on 'thie 
suhjiet. But, besides the time that must now 
uecessarily be lost in reciirring to her assistance, 
Jeanie iutenially revolted from it. Her heart 
ackiioAvledgcd the goodness of ^frs. Saddletree’s 
general character, and the kind interest she 
took in their family misfortunes ; but still she 
felt that Mrs, Saiidleirce was a woman of an 
ordinary and worldly way of thinking, incapable, 
from habit and tempcraiiicnt, of taking a keen 
or enthusiastic vicAV of such a resolution as she 
had fonned ; and to debate the point AAith her, 
and to I’ely upon her conviction of its propriety 
for the means of carrying it into execution, 
would have been gall and woiinwood. 

Bntler, whoso assistance she might have been 
assured of, was greatly poorer than herself. In 
these circumstances, she formed a singular re- 
solution for the purpose of surmounting this 
difiioulty, the execution of which will form the 
subject of the next chapter. 
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stranger was employed in disoharging the task 
which she, at lengtli, and reluctantly, had 
quitted her slumbei’s to perform, ejaculated, 

* £h, sirs ! the Brownie ! the Bro\vuiio I ' and 
fled, yelling as if she hud sicu the devil. 

To explain her terror, it may be necessary to 
notice that the old house of Duinbiedikes had, 
according to report, been long haunted by a 
Brownie, one of those ^amiliar s])irits who were 
beUeved in ancient times to supply the do- 
fioienoies of the ordinary labourer — 

Whirl the long mop, and ply the airy flail. 

Certes, the conyenionco of such a supernatural 
assistance could have been nowhere more sen- 
sibly felt than in a family wdicre the domestics 
were so little disposed to personal activity ; yet 
this serving maiden was so far from rejoicing in 
seeing a supposed aerial substitute discharging 
a taiSc which slie should have long since per- 
formed herself, that she proceeded to raise tho 
family by her screams of liorror, uttered as thick 
as if the Brownie had been flaying her. Jeanie, 
who had immediately resigned Iier temporary 
occupation, and followed the yelling aamsel 
into the court-yard, in order to undeceive and 
appease her, was there met by Mrs. Janet Bal- 
christie, the favourite sultana of the last laird, 
as scandal went— the housekeeper of tho present. 
The good-looking, buxom woman, betwixt forty 
and fifty (for such w o described lier at tho deatii 
of the last laird), w'as now a fat, red-faced old 
dame of seventy, or thereabouts, fond of her 
place, and jealous of her authority. Conscious 
that her administration did not rest on so sure 
a basis as in tho time of tho old proprietor, this 
considerate lady had introduced into tho family 
the screamer aforesaid, who added good features 
and bright eyes to the powers of her lungs. 
She made no conquest of the laird, however, 
who seemed to live as if there was not another 
woman in the world but Jeanio Deans, and to 
boar no very ardent or overbearing affection oven 
to her. Mrs. Janet Balchristio, notwithstand- 
ing, had her own uneasy thoughts upon the 
almost daily visits to Saint Leonard’s Crags, and 
often, when the laird looked at her wistfully 
and paused, according to his custom before 
utterance, she expected him to say, ‘Jenny, I 
am gaun to change my condition ; ’ but she "was 
relieved by, ‘Jenny, 1 am gaun to change my 
bhoon.’ 

Still, however, Mrs. Balchristio regarded Jeanio 
Deans with no small portion of malevolence, the 
customary feeling of such persons towards any 
one who wey think has tho means of doing them 
an injury. But she had also a general aversion 
to any female tolerably young, and decently well- 
looking, who showed, a wish to approach the 
house of Dumbiodikes and the proprietor there- 
of, And as she had raised her mass of mortality 
out of bed two hours earlier than usual, to come 
to the rescue of her clamorous niece, she was in 
such extreme bad humour against all and sundry, 
tha^ Saddletree would have pronounced that she 
harboured 4ntmicitiam eonira omTus mortales. 

* Wha the deil are ye t * said the fat damo to 
poor Jeanie, whom she did not immediately re- 
'Cognise, 'soouping about a decept |iQUse at sic 
an hour in tho morning 1 ' 
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‘It was ane wanting to speak to tho laird,’ 
said Jeanie, who felt something of tlie intuitive 
terror which she had formerly enicrtaiiied lor 
this termagant, when she was occasionally at 
Dumbiedlk’JS on business of her father’s. 

‘ Ano ! — And what sort of ane are yc ? — hao 
ye nae name ? — D’ye think his liouoiir has nae- 
thing else to do tlinii to s}>cak wi’ ilka idle tramper 
tliat comes about the town, and him in his bed 
yet, honest man ? ’ 

‘ Dear Mrs. Balchristie,’ replied Jeanie, in a 
submissive tone, ‘d’}c no mind me? — d’ye no 
mind Jeanie Deans ? ’ 

‘Jeanie Deans ! ’ said the teimagaiit, in accents 
affecting the utmost astonislnncnt ; then, taking 
two strides nearer to lier, she peered into her 
face with a stare of emiosily, ecjually scornful 
and malignant — ‘I say Jennie Deans indeed — 
Jeanio Deevil, they had better hac t a’d yc ! — A 
bonnic spot o’ wark your tittie and you liac made 
out, murdering ae puir wean, and your light 
limmer of a sisteris to bo hanged for’t, as weil 
she deserves ! — And the like o’ you to come to 
ony honest man's house, and want to bo in to a 
decent bachelor gentleman’s room at tliis tiino 
in the morning, and him in his bed !— Gao wa’, 
gao w’a* ! ' 

Jeanio w’as struck miito with slmmo at tho un- 
feeling brutality of this accusation, and could not 
even find woids to justify herself fiom tho vilo 
construction put upon her visit. When Mrs. 
Balehristie, seeing her advantugr*, continued in 
tho same tone, ‘Come, come, bundle uj> your 
pipes and tramp aw'^a wd’ yo ! — ye may be seeking 
a lather to another wean for onything 1 ken. If 
it werena that your lather, auld David Deans, 
had been a tenant on our land, 1 W'ould cry 
the mcn-folk, and liae ye dookit in tho burn for 
your impudence.’ 

Jeanie had already turned her back, and was 
walking towards tho door of the court-yard, so 
that Mrs. Balehristie, to make her last threat 
impressively audible to lier, bad laiscd her sten- 
torian voice to its utmost jntch. But, like many 
a general, she lost tho engagement by pressing 
her advantage too far. 

Tho laird Jiad been disturbed in liis moining 
slumbers by the tones of Mrs. Balehristie’s ob- 
jurgation, sounds in themselves by no means 
uncommon, but very remarkable, in respect to 
tho early hour at which they W’crc now heard. 
He turned himself on tho other side, however, 
in hopes the squall w’ould blow by, when, in tho 
course of Mrs. Balchristio’s second explosion of 
wrath, the name of Deans distinctly struck the 
tympanum of liis ear. As ho was, in some degree, 
aware of tho small portion of benevolence w'ith 
which his housekeciicr regarded tho family at 
Saint Leonard’s, ho instantly conceived that somo 
message from thence was the cause of this un- 
timely ire, and getting out of his bed, ho slipped as 
speedily as possibly into an old brocaded night- 
gown, and somo other necessary garments, clapped 
on his head his father’s gold-lacod hat (for though 
he was seldom seen without it, yet it is pioper 
to contradict the popular report that he slept in 
it, as Don Quixote did in his, helmet), and open- 
ing tke window of his bedroom, beheld, to his 
meat astonishment, tho w^cll- known figure o|‘ 
Jeanie Dcaps herself retfpi^^injj fropi his gate j 
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wliilo his housekeeper, witli army akimbo, fist 
douched and extended, bodv erect, and head 
shaking with ra^e, sent aftei* her a volley of Bil- 
lingsgate oaths. Ills (• holer rose in proportion 
to the surjirise, and, perhiips, to the disturbance 
of his repose. ‘ Ihirk yc, ’ he exolaiiiiod li oiu the 
window, *yo aiild limb of Satan — wha the dcil 

§ u»s you couuni*'sion to guide an honest man’s 
aughter that gait ^ ’ 

JVlrs. Baleliiistie was completely caught in 
the manner. She was aware, from the unusual 
warmth with which the laird expressed himself, 
that he was (piite serious in this math'r, and she 
knew that, with all Ids indolence* of nature, tlicic 
were jioints on which he mighf bt* ])rovoked, and 
that, being provoked, he liad in him something 
dangerous, uhieli her Asisdorn taught her to tear 
aceordingly. She began, tbeiefore, to ictraet 
her false step as fast as she eould. * She uas but 
suoakhig for the house’s ercdit, and she eouldna 
tniiik of disturbing his honour iu the moining 
sae eaily, when the ^oiing wwman miglit as wtel 
Avait or call agiin ; and to bo sure, she might 
make a mistake hetwreii the twa sisleis, for ane 
o’ them wasjia sac ereditahle an acquaiutance.’ 

* Flaud your peace, ye anld jade,’ said Dumbie- 
dikes ; ‘ the Avarst quean <‘’er st ude in their shoon 
may oa* you cousin, an a’ be tiue that I haAO 
heard. — Jeaide, my AA'oinaii, gang into the parlour 
— but stay, that A\iniia be redd up yet— wait 
there a mimifo till I eome down to h't 50 in. - 
Binna inind A\hat Jenny sa;ys to ye.’ 

‘Na, na,’ said J<‘nny, Avith a laugh of alfceted 
heartiness, * never mind me, lass- a’ the AvaiJd 
kens my bark’s Avaur tlian niy bite- it ve bad had 
an app^oiiitment AAi’ tlielaircl, }c might hae tauld 
me. - “I am nae uncivil ]»erson- gang } our a\ ays in 
by, liiiiiiy,’ and she op. iicd the door ot the house 
Avitli a master-key. 

* But I had no appointment \vi’ the l.nrd,’ s.dd 
Jeanic, diavsitig back ; ‘ F want just tojpeak twa 
Avords to him, and I Avad 1 at her do it standing 
here, Mrs. Balcliristie.’ 

‘ In the open court-yard ! — Ka, na, that w^ad 
never do, lass ; aac manna guide ye that gait 
neither, —And how s that doiii e honest man, your 
father ? ’ 

Jeaiiio Avas saA^d the ]).*iin of answTring this 
hypocritical question l»y the ajipcaraiice of the 
laird himself. 

‘ dang in and get breakfast ready,* said lie to 
housekeipcr - ‘ami, dje hear, bieakiast A\i’ 
us yourseV— yc ken htAv'to iiianage tli.ic ptir- 
ringevs of tea-Avatei - and, hear ye, sec abuno 
a* that there's a glide lire.— Wed, Jcaiiie, n*y 
Avomau, gang in by -gang in b^, and lest 3c.* 

‘ Na, laird,’ Jcaiiie re})licd, ciKkavoiuiug as 
much as she eonld to expu'-ss hei*-clf Avith eom- 
]>osuro, notwithstanding she still tiemblod, ‘I 
canua gang in I have a bmg day's darg afore 
me — I Tnaiin be twa*nt} mile o’ giie the night 
yet, if feet Avill carry me.’ 

* Guide and deliver us ! — twenty mile —hveiity 
mile on your feet ! ’ ejaculated Dumbiedikea, 
whoso Avafles Avero of u very eireumseribod dia- 
meter, — * iTe maun never think 0’ that — come in 

'I oanna do that, laird,’ rejdied Jeanio ; *tho 
twa words I laave to say to ye 1 can say liere ; 
forby that Mrs, Balcliristie * 


‘The doil flee awa wi’ Mrs. Balchristie,’ said 
Dumbiedikes, ‘and he’ll hae a heavy lading o' 
her ! 1 tell ye, Jeaiiie Deans, 1 am a man of 
fcAv' w'ords, but 1 am laird at hanie, as well os in 
the field ; deil a brute or body about my house 
but I can manage wlien I like, except Rory 
Bean, my }>owny ; but 1 can seldom bo at the 
plague, an it binna Avheii m^ blood’s up,’ 

‘ 1 w’as Avanliiig to say to yc, laird,’ said Jeanie, 
who felt the necessity of entering upon her busi- 
nesM, ‘that I was gann a laiig journey, outby of 
iny father’s knowledge.’ 

‘Outby Ins knowledge, Jeauie! — Is that 
light/ Ve maun think o’t again — it’s no right,’ 
said Dumbiedike.s, Avith a comitcnauoo of great 
coneei n. 

‘ If I AA'cre anco at Luiinon,’ said Jeanie, in 
exculpation, ‘ 1 am aniaist sure 1 eould got means 
t'» *“] . ilk to the mieen about my sister's life.’ 

‘ Tjuniioii— and the queen — and her sister’s 
lilo • ’ said lhimhii*dikes, A\hi&tling for very 
aina/cmcnt — ‘ the lassie’s demented.’ 

‘ I am no out o' my mind,’ said she, ‘ and 
sink or swim, I nm determined to gang to Lun- 
non, if I suld l)(‘g my A\ay frae door to door — and 
so 1 mann, unless yo wad lend me a small sum 
to pay my expenses— -little thing Avill do it ; and 
ye ken my father’s a man of substance, and wad 
see nae man, lar less you, laird, come to loss 
by me.’ 

J lumbiedikos, on comprehending the nature of 
this ai>pUeatioii, could scarce trust his ears — ^lio 
made no ansAver AvhatoATi*, but stood AA'ith his 
e3es live ted on the ground. 

‘ I SCO yo are no for assisting me, laird,’ said 
Jeanie, ‘sae faie yc Avecl— and gang and see my 
]K)or father as aften as yc can— he will be lonely 
ineueh iioav,’ 

‘ Where is the silly liairn gaun /’ said Dunibie- 
dikes ; and, laying hold of her hand, he led her 
into the house. ‘ It’s no that I didna think o’t 
befoie,’ ho said, ‘but it stack in my throat.’ 

Thus speaking to himself, lie led* her into 
an old-fasliioneii parlour, shut the door behind 
them, and fastened it AA-ith a bolt. While 
Jeanie, surprised at this manceuvre, remained 
a** near the door as jiossilile, the laird quitted 
her hand, and jiressed u}k>ii a spring lock fixed 
in an oak ]>anel in the Avainscot, which instantly 
slipped aside. An iron strong-box was die- 
eoveied in a recess of the wall ; he opened this 
also, and ]mlling out tw’o or three drawers, 
showed that they were filled Avith leathern bags 
lull oi gold and silver coin. 

‘This is my bank, Jeanio lass,* he said, look- 
ing first at her and then at the treasure, with an 
air of great complacency, — ‘nano 0’ your gold- 
smith’s bills for me, — they bring folk to ruin.* 

Then, suddenly changing his tone, he resolutely 
said, — ‘Jeanio, 1 will make ye Lady Dumbiedikes 
afore the sun sets, and ye may ride to Lunnou in 
your aiii coach, if ye like.’ 

‘Na, laird,’ said Jeanie, ‘that can never bo — 
my father’s grief— my sister’s situation— the dis- 
credit to you ’ 

‘That’s rnif business,* said Dumbiedikes ;**yo 
w’nd say naething about that if ye werena a fule— 
and yet I like ye the bettei for’t — ae wise body’s 
eneueh iu the married state. But if your heart’s 
owor fu’, take what siller ivill serve ye, and let 
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it be when ye come back again — ^as gude syne as 
suno.’ 

'But, laird,’ said Jeaiiie, avIio felt the necessity 
of being explicit with so exti-aordiiiary a lover, 

* 1 like another man better than you, and I caniia 
marry ye.’ 

‘Another man better than me, Jeanio !* said 
Dumbiedikes— ‘how is that possible* It’s no 
possible, woman- -y<‘ ^ ae ken’cl me sac lang.’ 

‘Ay, but, laird,’ saul Jeanie, with persevering 
simplicity, ‘ I hac kcii’d him laiigcr.’ 

‘ Laiiger ! It’s no possi})lo ! * exclaimed the 
)Oor laird. ‘ It eanna ho ; ye were horn on the 
and. O, Jeanio woman, yc hacna lookit — ye 
haona seen the lialf o’ the gear.’ lie drew out 
another dr.n\er — ‘A’ gowd, .loanic, and there’s 
bauds for siller lent. --And the rental hook, 
Joanie — clear three hunder sterling — deil a 
wadset, heutable band, or burden — Yc haena 
lookit at them, woman. — And then iny mothci’s 
wardrobe, and my giMndmothei‘’s lorby— silk 
gowns wad stand on I heir ends, their ])earline- 
lace as fine as s] aiders’ webs, and lings and eai- 
rings to the hoot ol a’ tli.it -they are t'l’ in the 
ehamher of deas.- 0, .le.inie, gang ii]i the stair 
and look at them * ’ 

But Jeanio held fast her integrity, though 
beset wdth temptations, w'hicli peiliajis the Tiaird 
of Dumbiedikes did not gi’catly err in siij^posing 
\vcre those most allecting to her sex. 

‘It eanna be, laird I have said it— and I 
eaima break my word till him, if ,\o w'ad gie me 
the halo barony of Dalkeith, and Lugton into 
the bargain,’ 

‘Your woid to hun/ said the laird, somewhat 
pettishly ; ‘ hut w ha is he, Jennie * — wha is he * — 
I haona heard his name yet. Come now, Jeaiiie, 
ye are but rpieeiiiig us— 1 am no trowing that 
there is sic a ane in the Avarld — yc are but 
making fashion. -AVhat is he ? -wha is he ? ’ 

‘Just Ilouhen Butler, that’s sehuloinastor at 
Libert on,' said Jeaiiie. 

‘ ReulTeii Butler ! lleiihon Butler ! * echoed the 
Laird of Dumbiedikes, jiacing tbe apartment in 
high disdain, — ‘Keiiheii Biilloi’, the dominie at 
Liberlon — and a dominie depute too Keubeii, 
the son of my cottar > Very wtcI, Jeaiiie lass, 
wilfu’ woman will hue her >vay. — Itcuheii Butler * 
he hasiia in liis jioueh tlie value o’ the auld hlaek 
coat ho w'ears.-- But it disua signif} .’ And as he 
spoke, he shut sin*cessively and ivith vcheincnco 
the drawers of his t reasury . ‘ A fair ofTer, J eanie, 
is nao cause of feud— Ae man may bring a horse 
to the W'ater, but twenty wnnna g.ir him diink. — 
And as for wasting iiiy suhstaneo on other folk’s 
joes ’ 

There W’as something in the last hint that 
nettled Joanie’s honest jiride. -‘ I w'as begging 
nano frao your honour,’ she said ; ‘least of a’ on 
sic a score as yo pit it on. — (hide morning to ye, 
sir ; yo bao bc“n kind to iny father, and it isiia 
in my heart to think otherw'ise than kindly of 
you.’ 

So saying, she left the loom, •without listening 
to a faint "But, Jeanio— Jean ie— stay, woman l" 
anfl traversing the court-yard with a quick step, 
she set out on her forward journey, ner bosom 
glowingmth that natural indignation and sliaino, 
which an honest mind feels at having subjected 
itself to ask a favour, wdiicb had been unex- 


pectedly refused. When out of the laird’s 
ground, and once more upon the public road, 
her jmee slackened, her auger cooled, and anxious 
anticipations of the consequence of this uncx- 
peeted djtapjiointment began to influence her 
wdth other leclings. Must she then actually 
beg her way to London ? for such seemed the 
alturnativo ; or must she turn back, and solicit 
her father lor money ? and by doing so lose time, 
which was precious, besides the risk of encoun- 
tering his positive prohibition res})Gctiiig the 
journey ! Y et she saw no medium betw een these 
allernalives ; and, while she w’alked slowdy on, 
was still meditating whether it were not bettor 
to return 

While she w^as thus in an uncertainty, she 
heard the clatter of a horse’s hoofs, and a W'cll- 
kiiowu voice calling her name. She looked 
round, and saw advancing tow'aids her on a 
pony, wdiose haic back and halter assorted ill 
with the nightgown, slippers, and laced cocked- 
hat of the rider, a’ cavalier ol no less imjiortaiice 
than Dumbiedikes himself. In the energy of 
his pursuit, he had overcome even tlie Highland 
obstinacy of Rory Bean, and comjiellcd that ' 
self-willed palfrey to canter the way his rider 
eliose ; wliieh liory, however, jierformcd W’ith 
all the symptoms of relnctanee, turning his 
head, and accompanying every bound he made 
in advance •with a sidelong motion, which in- 
dicated liis extreme wisli to turn round, — a 
manceuvre whith nothing but the constant 
exercise of the laird’s heels and cudgel could 
possibly have counteracted. 

When the laird came up with Jeanio, the 
first words ho uttered were, — ‘ Jeanio, they say 
ano shoiildiia aye take a w'oman at her first 
word 1 ’ 

‘Ay, hut 3 "c maim take me at mine, laird,* 
said Jeanie, looking on the ground, and walking 
on without a pause. — ‘ 1 hae hut ao word to 
bestow on onybody, and that’s aye a true ane.* 

‘Then,’ said Dumbiedikes, ‘at least ye suldna 
aye take a man at his first w'ord. Yo manna 
gang tliis wilfu’ gate sillciless, como o’t what 
like.’ — He put a ])urso into her hand. *1 w'ad 
gie you Rory too, hut he’s as wilfu* as yonrsel’, 
and lie’s ow'er weel used to a gate that maybe ho 
and I hac gacu ower aftcii, and he’ll gang iiao 
road else.* 

‘ But, laird,’ said Jeanio, ‘ though 1 ken my 
fiilher will satisfy every penny of this siller, 
whatever there’s o’t, yet I wadua like to borrow 
it frao ane that maybe thinks of something mair 
than the paying o’t back again.’ 

*Then*s just twenty -five guineas o’t,’ said 
Dumbiedikes, with a gentle sigh, ‘and whether 
your father ]>ay8 or disna pay, I make ye free 
tiirt without another word. Gang ivhere yo 
like — do what yc like — and marry a* the Butlers 
in the country gin yo like,— And sae, gude morn- 
ing to you, Jeanie.* 

‘And God bless you, laird, wd’ mony a gude 
morning 1 ’ said Jeanio, her heart more softened 
by the unwonted generosity of this unco nth 
character, than perhaps Butler might have 
approved, had ho known her feelings at that 
moment ; ‘ and comfort, and the Lord’s peace, 
and the peace of the world, he with you, if wo 
suld never meet again ! ’ 
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Dumbiedikes turned and waved his Jiand ; and 
hia pony, lunch more willing to return than he 
had been to set out, hurried Iiiin homeward so 
fast, that, waiitin^r the aid of a regular bridle, 
as well as of saddle and 6tirrui)s, he was too 
much puzzled to keep liis seat to permit of his 
looking l)ehiiid, c\en to give the parting glance 
of a forlorn swain. I am ashamed to say, that 
the sight of a lover, run aivay with in nightgown 
and slippers and a laced hat, by a bare-backed 
Highland pony, had something in it of a sedat- 
ive, oven to a grateful and deserved burst of 
atlcctionato cstconi. The figure of Duinbiedikos 
was too ludicrous not to confirm Joanio in the 
original sentiments she entertained towards him. 

* He’s a glide creature,’ said she, *and a kind 
— it’s a pity he has sac wlllyard a powny.’ And 
she immediately turned her thoughts to the 
important journey which she had commenced, 
rellecting with pleasure, that, according to her 
habits ot life and of undergoing latigue, she was 
now amj)ly or oven superlluously provided with 
the means of encountering the c\])enses of the 
road, up and down from London, and all other 
expenses whatever. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

What fund iind wayward thoughts will slide 
Into a lovez s head ! 

‘ O mercy!' to mjself I cried, 

‘ If Lucy should be dead ! ’ Wordsworth, 

In pursuing her solitary journey, our heroine, 
soon after ]iasslng the house of Dumbiedikes, 
gained a little eminence, from wliich, on looking 
to the eastward down a prattling brook, whoso 
moandeis were shaded with straggling willows 
and alder trees, olio could sec tlie cottages of 
Woodeiid and Bciu-sheha, the haunts and habita- 
tion of her early life, and could distinguish the 
common on which she had so often horded sheep, 
and the recesses of the rivulet where she had 
pulled rushes wiili Butler, to jdait erow'ns and 
sceptres for her sister liflic, then a beautiful but 
sjioiled child, of about three years old. Tlie 
recollections -whieh the seciie brought with them 
were so bitter, that, had she indulged them, she 
w’OMhl have sat down and relieved her heart 
■with tears. 

* But 1 kcii’d,’ said .Icanie, wdicn she gave an 
account of her pilgrimage, ' tint greeting would 
do hut little good, and tliat it was mair beseem- 
ing to thank the Lord, that had showed mo 
kindness and count cnanee hy means of a man, 
that mony ea’d a Nahal and churl, but wha was 
free of his gudes to me, a:> ever the fountain was 
free of the stream. And T minded the Scripture 
about the sin of l-.rael i.t Merihali, when the 
people murmured, although Moses liad brought 
w'ttter from the dry rock that the congregation 
might drink and live. Sac 1 wad not trust 
inysoi’ with anotlier look at jmir Woodend, for 
the very blue reck that came out of the lum- 
hoad pat me in mind of the change of market 
days with us.* 

In this rrsigned and Christian temper slio 
pursued her journey until she was licyond this 
Qf melancholy recollections, and not distant 


from the village where Butler dwelt, which, with 
its old-fashioned church and steeple, rises among 
a tuft of trees, occupying the ridge of an emi- 
nence to the south of Edinburgh. At a quarter 
of a mile’s distance is a clumsy square tower, 
the residence of the Laird of Liborton, who, in 
former times, with the habits of the predatory 
chivalry of Germany, is said ficqiieiitly to have 
annoyed the city ol Edinburgh, by intercepting 
the supplies and merchandise wdih'h came to the 
town from the southward. 

This village, its tower, and its church, did not 
lie precisely in Jeaiiic's road tow^ards England ; 
but they were not much aside from it, and the 
village was the abode of Butler, She had re- 
solved to see him in the beginning of her journey, 
because she conceived him the most proi)er person 
tn write to her father eonecniing her resolution 
and her hopes. There w^as probably another 
reason latent in her atfcctioiiato bosom. She 
wished once more to see the object of so early 
and so sincere an attachment, before commencing 
a pilgrimage, the perils of wdiich she did not 
disguise from herself, although she did not allow 
them so to press ii])oii her mind as to diminish 
the strength and energy of her resolution. A 
visit to a lover from a young ])ersoii in a higher 
rank of life than Jeauie’s, would liave had some- 
thing forward and improper in its charai'tcr. 
But the simplicity of her rural habits was iin- 
acquainted with thcwse punctilious ideas of de- 
corum, and no notion, therefore, of impropriety 
crossed her imagination, as, setting out upon a 
long journey, she w^ent to bid adieu to an early 

There was still another motive that pressed 
upon her mind with additional force as she ap- 
proached the village. She had looked anxiously 
for Butler in the court-house, and had expected 
that, certainly, in some part of that eventful 
day, he would have apjiearcd to bring such 
countenance and support as he could gi^c to his 
old friend, and the protector of his youth, even 
if her own claims w'cre laid aside. 

She knew, indeed, that he wm under a certain 
degree of restraint ; Imt she still had hoped that 
ho would have found means to emancipate him- 
self from it, at least for one day. In sliort, the 
wild and wayward thoughts Avliicli Wordswortli 
has described as rising in an absent lover’s 
imagination, suggested, as tlio only explanation 
of his absence, that Ihitler must bo very ill. 
And so much had this wrought on her imagina- 
tion, that w'hen she approached tlie cottage 
where her lover occupied a small apartment, and 
which had been pointed out to her by a maiden 
with a milk-pail on her head, slio trembled at 
anticipating the answer she might receive on 
inquiring for him. 

nor fears in this case had, indeed, only hit 
upon the truth, Butler, whoso constitution was 
naturally feeble, did not soon recover the fatigue 
of body and distress of mind which he had 
snifcrca, in consequence of the tragical events 
with which our narrative commenced. Hie 
painful idea that his chai’acter was breathed on 
by suspicion, was an aggravation to his distress. 

But the moat oriiel addition was the absolute 
prohibition laid by tbo magistrates on his hold- 
ing any communication with Dcans.or Jiis family, 
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It had unfortunately a])peare<i likely to them, 
that some intercourse mi^ht bo again attoinpted 
with that family by Itobcrtson, through tho 
medium of Butler, and this they were anxious 
to intercept, or prevent if possible. The measure 
was not meant as a harsh or injurious severity 
on tho ])art of the magistrates ; but, in Butler s 
circumstanecs, it pressed cmclly liard. He felt 
he must bo suirerinu imdor the bad opinion of 
tho person who was dearest to him, from an im- 
putation of unkind desertion, tho most alien to 
his nature. 

This painful thought, pressing on a frame 
already injured, brought on a succession of slow 
and lingering feverish attaches, wliich greatly 
imi)airod his healih, and at length rendered him 
incapable oven of tho sedentary duties of tho 
school, on which his bread depended. Fortun- 
ately, old Mr. Whackbairn, who was tho principal 
teacher of tho little paroeliial establishment, was 
sincerely attached to Butler. Besides that ho was 
sensible of his merits and value as an assistant, 
which had gi’catly raised the credit of his little 
school, tho aiKuent pedagogue, who had himself 
been tolerably educated, retained some taste for 
classic xl lore, and w'ould gladly relax, atler tho 
drudgery of tho school was over, by conning over 
a few pages of Horace or Juvenal with his usher. 
A similarity of taste begot kindness, and accord- 
ingly ho saw Butler’s increasing debility with 
great compassion, roused up his own energies to 
teaching the school in tho morning hours, in- 
sisted upon his assistant’s reposing himself at 
that period, and, besides, supplied him with 
such comforts as the patient’s situation required, 
and his own moans were inadequate to com- 
pass. 

Such was Butler’s situatiou, scarce able to drag 
himself to the place where his daily drudgery 
must giiii his daily broad, and racked Svith a 
thousand fearful anticipations corieerning the 
fate of those wlio wore dcaicst to him in tho 
world, when tho trial and condemnation of Efiio 
Deans put tho eo]>estono upfin his moiifcil misery. 

Ho lia<l a ])articular account of these events 
from a follow-student who resided in tho same 
villago, and who, having been present on tho 
melancholy occasion, was able to place it in all 
its agony of hon’ors before his excruciated imagi- 
nation. That sleep should have visited his eyes 
after such a curfcw-iiole, was im])ossiblo. A 
thousand dre idful Ausioiis haunted his imagina- 
tion all night, and in the morning ho was awaked 
from a feverish slumber, by tho only circum- 
stanco whieli could have added to his distress, — 
tho visit of an intrusive ass. 

This unwelcorno visitant was no other than 
Bartoline Saddletree. Tho worthy and sapient 
burgher had kept his appointment at MacCroskie’s 
with Plumdamas and some other neighbours, to 
discuss the Duke of Argyle’s speech, tho justice 
of Effie Doans’s condemnation, and tho improb- 
ability of her obtaining a reprieve. This sago 
conclave disputed high and drank deep, and on 
thePnext morning Bartoline felt, as ho expressed 
it, as if his head was like a * confused progress 
of writs.* 

To bring his reflective powers to their usual 
eerenity, Saddletree resolved to take a morning’s 
ride upon a certain hackney, which ho, Plum- 


damas, and another honest shopkeopor, coinbincd 
to maintain by joint subscription, for occat-ional 
jaunts for the purpose of business or excrc re. 
As Saddletree had two children boai-ded with 
Whackbairn, and was, as wo have seen, lathcr 
fond of Butler’s society, he turned his palfrey’s 
head towards Liberton, and came, as w’o have 
already said, to give tho unfortunate usher that 
additional vexation, of which Imogen complains 
so feelingly, when she says, — 

* Pm spri,;litid with a fool— 

Frighted and anger’d woisc. 

If anytliiiig could liavc added gall to bitter- 
ness, it was the choice which Saddletree made of 
a subject for his prosing harangues, being tho 
trial of Kfllo Deans, and tho probability of her 
being executed. Every W’ord loll on Butler’s ear 
like the knell of a death-bell, or the note of a 
sorcech-owl. 

Joanie ]>aused at the door of her lover’s humble 
abode upon hearing the loud and pompons tones 
of Saddletree sounding from the inner apart- 
ment, ‘Credit me, it will be sac, Mr. Butler. 
Brandy cannot save her. She maun gang down 
the Bow wi’ the lad in the pioted coat* at her 
heels. — I am sorry for tlio lassie, but the law', 
sir, maun hac its course — 

^ Vivat Rex, 

Currat Lex, 

as the I'oot has it, in wdiilk of Horace’s odes I 
know not.’ 

Here Butler groaned, in utter impatience of 
tho brutality and ignorance wdiith Baitoline had 
contrived to anialgainato into one senteiiee. But 
Saddlctiee, like other prosers, w’as blessed wdth a 
happy ohtusciicss of perception concerning the un- 
favourable impression which ho sometimes made 
on his auditors. Ho luocccdcd to deal forth his 
scraps of legal knowledge without mercy, and 
coneludcil by asking lluller, W’ith great self- 
complacency, ‘Was it na a pity my father didna 
send mo to U treeh t ? Havena 1 missed the chance 
to turn out as clarissnnus an as auld Grun- 
wiggiu hiinsel’ ? — Whatfor diuna yo speak, Mr. 
BiiUcr ? Wad I no hao been a clarissimus idits? 
— Eh, man ? ’ 

‘ 1 really do not understand you, Mr. Saddle- 
tree,’ said Butler, thus pushed haid for an answ'cr. 
His faint and exhausted toncof voice w'as instantly 
drowned in the sonorous bray of Bartoline. 

* No understand me, man 1 Ictus is Latin for 
a lawyer, is it not 1 ’ 

‘ Not that ever I heard of,’ answered Butler in 
tho same dejected tone, 

‘ The deil ye didna ! — See, man, T got the word 
hut this morning out of a memorial of Mr. Cross- 
uiyloofs — SCO, there it is, iefus clarissimm Hperti 
-—perUissimus — it’s a’ Latin, for it’s printed in 
tho Italian types.* 

* 0, you mean juris-cmsultm^ Ictus is an ab- 
breviation ^or juris-ems^dius' 

’Dinna tell me, man,’ persevered Saddletree, 
'there’s nae abbreviates except in adjudications; 
and this is a* about a sendtudo of water-drap — 
that is to say, iilliddian + (maybe ye’ll say that’s 

‘ , * The executioner, in livery of black or dark grey and 
silver, likened by low wit to a magpi^e. 

t He meant, probably, itillicidium^ 
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no Latin iioithor), in Mory Kin^j’s Close in tlie 
High Sti*oet/ 

* Very likely,' said poor Butler, overwhelmed 
by the noisy perseverance of his visitor, * 1 am 
not able to dispute with you.’ 

‘Few folk are —few folk are, Mr. Butler, though 
I say it that slioiildiia say it,’ returned Bartolino, 
with gi-cat delight. ‘ Now, it will be twa hours 
yet or ye’re wanted in the schule, and as yc 
aie no wool, I’ll sit wi’ you to divert ye, and ov- 
plain t’yo the nature of a lilUcidian, Y«* maun 
icen, the i)ctitioner, Mrs. Cromhie, a very decent 
woman, is a friend o* mine, and I hao studo her 
friend in this case, and brought her wi’ credit into 
the court, and I doubtna that in due time she 
will win out o’t wV credit, win she or lose she. 
Ye see, being an inferior tenement or laigh house, 
we grant ourselves to be burdened wi’ the tiUirid{\ 
that is, that we are obligated to receive the Utitural 
water-drap of the siij)crior tenenient, sae far as 
the same fa’s frae the heavens, or the roof of our 
neighbour’s house, and from thence by tlic gutters 
or eaves u])on our Jaigh tenement. But the other 
night comes a Highland quean of a lass, and she 
flashes, God kens what, out at the eastinost 
window of Mrs. JilaePhail’s liouso, that’s the 
superior tenement. I believe the auld women 
'wad liae agreed, for Lnckic MacPhail sent down 
the lass to tell my friend Mrs. Crojnbio that slie 
had made the gardyloo out of the wraiig window, 
out of respect for hva llighlandmen that were 
speaking Gaelic in the close below the light ane. 
But luckily for Mrs. Crombie, I just clianced to 
eonie in time to break aff the communing, for it’s 
a pity the point suldna be tried. We had Mrs. 
MacPhail into thoTen-Mark Court. — ^The Ilieland 
limmer of a lass wanted to swear herself free — 
but baud yo there, says I ’ 

The detailed account of this important suit 
might have lasted until poor Butler’s hour of lesl 
was completely exhausted, had not Saddletree 
been interrupted by the noise of voices at the 
door. The woman of the house where Butler 
lodged, on returning with lier pitcher from the 
well, whence she had been fetcliing water for the 
family, found our heroine Jeanio Deans standing 
at the door, impatient of the })r(»lix harangue of 
Saddletree, yet unwilling to enter until lie should 
have taken his leave. 

'I’ho good woman abridged the ])criod of hesita- 
tion by inquiring, ‘ Was ye w\anting the gudernan 
or mo, lass ? ’ 

‘I w\'iiit to speak with Mr. Butler, if lie’s at 
leisure,’ replied Jeanio. 

'Gang ill by, then, my woman,' answered the 
goodwife ; and, opening the door of a loom, she 
announced the additional visitoi wdth, ‘Mr. 
Butler, here’s a lass wants to speak t’ye.* 

The surprise of Butlci w'hs (‘V'tronie, wdieu 
Joanie, w^ho seldom slin-cd half a niib* from 
home, entered his apartment upon this amiuncla- 
tiou. 

‘Good God ! ' he said, starting from his chair, 
while alarm restored to his check the colour of 
which sickness had deprived it ; ‘ some now mis- 
ibrtnno must have happened ! ' 

'None, Mr. Reuben, but what ye must liae 
heard of— but 0, yo arc looking ill yoursol’ I ’—for 
the 'hectic of a moment’ had not concealed from 
l^r affectionate eyes the rarages which lingering 


disease and anxiety of mind liad made in her 
lover’s person. 

‘ No ; lam quite well— quite well,* said Butler, 
with eagerness ; ‘ if 1 can do anything to assist 
yon, Joanie — or your father.’ 

‘ Ay, to be sure,’ said Saddletree ; * the family 
may be considered as limited *0 them twa now, 
just as il Kftio had never been in the tailzie, puir 
thing. But, Jcaiiic las^, what brings you out to 
Li])ertoii sae air in the morning, and your father 
lying ill ill tho Luckenbooths ( ' 

‘ 1 had a message iiae my fatlier t ■) Mr. Butler,’ 
said Jeanio, witli embanassmout ; but instantly 
feeling ashamed of tho fiction to wliieli she had 
resorted, for her love of and veneration for truth 
was almost Quaker like, she contacted herself 
— ‘That is to say, I W'anted to speak with Mr. 
Butler about some business of my father’s and 
puir KIFic’s.’ 

‘ Is it law' business * ’ said Bartolino ; ‘ because 
if it be, yc had bettor fake niy opinion on the 
subject than his.’ 

‘ It is not just law bnsiiuss,’ said Jeanie, who 
saw' considerable incoinciiij'iiee might arise from 
letting Mr. Saddletree into the secret purpose of 
her journey ; ‘but I uant Mr. Butler to W'rite a 
letter for me.’ 

‘ Very liglit,’ said Mi. Sfnldletiee ; ‘and ifyc’ll 
toll me w’hat it is aliout. I’ll didate to ^Ir. Butler 
as Mr. Crossm^loof d»)os to his clerk.- - Got your 
I'toii and ink hi initiaUhu^, Mr. Ihilloi’.' 

Jeanie looked at Butler, and w'rung her hands 
w’ith vexatiim and imjMitionoe. 

‘I believe, Mr. Saddletree,’ said Butler, w'ho 
saw tho necessity of getting rid of him at all 
events, ‘that Mi. Whaekbairn will be somewhat 
allVoiitcd if jmu do not hear your boys called up to 
their lessons. ' 

‘Indeed, Mr. Butler, and that’.s as tnic ; and 
I pioinised to ask a lialf ])Uy-day to the sehule, 
so that the bairns might gang and see tjie bang- 
ing, W'hieh eaniia but have a pleasing effect on 
their young mindh, seeing there is no knowing 
wliat they may come to themselves. — Odd so, I 
<lidna mind yo w'ere here, Jennie Deans ; but yo 
inann use yonrseV to In ar the matter spoken o’. — 
Keei> Jeanie here till 1 eorae back, Mr. Butler ; I 
winiia bide ten minutes.’ 

And with this unw’elcome assurance of an 
immediate return, he relievcfl them of tho em- 
bairassment of his presence. 

‘Reuben,’ said Jeanie, who saw the necessity 
of using the interval of Ins ahsenee in discussing 
what had brought her there, ‘ I am bound on a 
lang journey —I am gaun to Lunnoii to ask Eflie'a 
life of the king and of the queen.’ 

‘ Jeanie ! you are sui ely not yourself,’ answered 
Butler, in tlie utmost surprise; — ‘i/ow go to 
London — yov address the king and (nleon r 

‘ And wiiat for no, Reuben ? ’ said Jeanie, with 
.all the compo.sed simplicity of her character ; ‘ it’s 
hut s])caking to a mortal man and woman when 
a' is done. And their hearts maun bo made o* 
flesh and blood like other folk’s, and Effie’s story 
wad melt them w'cro they staiie. Forby, I hae 
lieard that they are no sic bad folk as wliat the 
Jacobites ca’ thorn.’ 

‘Yes, Jeanio,’ said Butler; ‘but their 
jiccnco — their retinue — tho difficulty of oet&iff 
audience f ’ 
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* I lla^ 0 tliouglit of a’ 1 hat, Reuben, and it shall 
hot break my sjurit. Nac doubt tlieir claitJis will 
be very grand, tlieir crowns on their heads, 
and their sceptres in their hands, like the great 
King Ahasucrus when he sat upon his ro^al 
throne foment the gate of his house, as wo arc 
told in Scripture, But 1 have that wdthin ino 
that will keep iny h< a’ i from failing, and I am 
niaist sure that 1 will be strengthened to speak 
the errand I came for.’ 

* Alas ! alas ! ’ said Butler, * the kings now-a- 
days do not sit in the gate to administer just ieo, 
as in patriarchal times. 1 know as little ol courts 
as yon do, Jeaiiic, by experience ; hut by reading 
and report I know, that the King of Riitain does 
everything by means of his ministers.’ 

‘And if they he upright, Ood-fearingniinisteis,* 
said Jeanio, ‘it’s sae muekle the better chaiico toi 
Eflle and me.’ 

‘But you do not even understiiiid the most 
ordinary words relating to a court,’ said Ihitler ; 
‘ by the ministry is irieant not clergymen, but the 
king’s oflicial servants.’ 

‘Nao doubt,’ returned Jeaiiie, ‘ho maun hae a 
great numl)er mair, I daur to s.iy, than t he duchess 
has at Dalkeith, and great folk’s servants are a}i‘ 
mair saucy than themselves. But I ’ll be decently 
put on, and I'll otfer tbcm a trifle o’ siller, as if 1 
came to see the palace. Or, if they scniple that, 
I’ll tell them I’m come on a business of life and 
death, and then they w-ill surely bring me to 
speech of the king and (piccn ? ’ 

Butler shook Iiis head. ‘ 0 , Jeanie, this is 
entirely a wild dream. You can never see them 
hut through some great lonl’s intercession, and 1 
think it is scarce possible even then.’ 

‘ Weel, but maybe I can get that too,’ said 
Jeanie, ‘with a little helping from you.’ 

‘ From me, Jeanie ! this is the wildest imagina- 
tion of all.’ 

‘Ay, but it is not, Reuben. Tlavena I beard 
you say, that your grandfather (tlnit my fatluT 
never likes to hear about) did some glide lang- 
syne to the forbear of this MaeCallummorc, when 
he was Ijord of Lorn ^ ’ 

‘Ho did so,’ said Butler eagerly, ‘and I can 
prove it. — I will ivrite to the Duke of Argylc — 
report speaks him a good, kindly man, as lie is 
know'll for a brave soldier and true patriot —I 
will conjui'e him to stand between your sister 
and this cruel fate. There is but a poor chance 
of success, but wo will try all means.’ 

‘We mmi! try all means,’ replied Jeanie; ‘hut 
writing wiima do it— a letter eanna look, and 
pray, and beg, and beseech, as the human voice 
can do to the human hcari. A letter’s like the 
music that the ladies have for their spinets— 
naothing hut black scores, compared to llic same 
tune played or sun^ It’s word of mouth maun 
do it, or uaething, Reuben.’ 

‘You arc right,’ said Reuben, recollecting 
his firmness, ‘and I will hope that Heaven has 
suggested to your kind heart and firm eourafjo 
thcyinly possible means of saving the life of this 
unfortunate girl. But, Jeanie, you must not 
take this most perilous journey alone ; 1 have 
an interest in you, and I will not agree that my 
Jeanie throws norself away. You must even, in 
tixe present circumstances, give me a husband’s 
right to protect you, and 1 will go with you 


I myself on this journey, and assist you to do 
I your duty by your fdtnily/ 

‘ Ala.s, Kcubeii ! ’ saitl Jeanie in lior turn, 
‘this iniujt not ho; a j)ardoii will not gic my 
sister lur iair lame again, or make me a bride 
lilting lor an hoiic.st man and an usefu* minister. 
Wh.i wad mind wdiat he said in the jm’pit, that 
h*ul to wife the sister of a woman that was eon- 
demneil tor sic wickedness f ’ 

‘But, .leanie,’ pleach d her los'cr, ‘I do not 
believe, and 1 cannot hc-licNc, that Eflle has 
done this cIctcI.’ 

‘Heaven bless ^e for saving sae, Rouhen,* 
answered Jeanie; ‘hut she inauii hear the 
blame o*l alter all.’ 

‘But the blame, wcnc il evem justly laid on 
he r, docs not l.ill on \on.’ 

‘Ah, Reuben. Reuben,’ ivjflied the young 
woman, ‘ye ken it is a blot that spreads to 
kith and kin. — Lhahoel- as my poor falher 
sa\s the gloiy iS elep.iileal liom our lioiuse ; 
lor Ihe ])oorest man’s hou^e has a gloiy, where 
tlieio aie true h.inel<i, a divine lievirl, and an 
hemest f.imo — And the* last h<is gaiie liao ns a’.’ 

‘But, Jesani(‘, consider youi woiel and idighled 
faith to me ; and would 3'ou iindertako such a 
journey w ilhoiit a man to protect 3011 and who 
should that jirotc'ctor ho hut your husband ? * 

‘ You are kind and good, Reuben, and wad 
take me wi' a’ my shame, I doubt na. But ye 
caima but ow'ii that this is no time to marry or • 
he given in marriage. Na, if that suld ever be, 
it maun bo in another and a better season. — 
And, dear Reuben, ye speak of ]>rotce*ting me on 
my journey -Alas ! who will jiroteet and take 
care of you ^ — your veiy Jimlis tremhle with 
standing for te*ri minutes on the floor ; how could 
you uiidei take a journey as far as Luimon * ’ 

‘But I am strong — 1 am well,’ coiitiimed 
Butler, sinking in his seat totally exhausted, 
‘at least I shall he epiito well to-morrow'.* 

‘ Ye see, and ye ken, ye maim just let me 
depart,* said .leanie*, after a jiausc ; and then 
taking his evte'ndid hand, and ga/.ing kindly in 
his face, she added, ‘ It’s e’en a gi’ief the mail* 
to mo to see 3'em in this way. But yo maun 
keep u2> your heart for Jeanie’s sake, for if she 
isna your wrife, she will never he the wife of 
li\ing mail. Anil now gic me the ^lajier for 
Maef^'illummore, and hid (}od speed me on my 
way.’ 

There was something of romaneo in Jeanie’s 
venturous resol utitui ; yet, on consideration, as 
it seemed imiiossihlc to alter it by persuasion, 
or to give her assistance but by advice, Butler, 
after some further debate, put into her hands the 
])a])cr she desired, which with the muster-roll 
in which it was folded up, were the sole memorials 
of the stout and enthusiastic Bible Butler, his 
grandfather. While Butler sought this docu- 
ment, Jeanie had time to take up his pocket* 
Bible. ‘I have marked a scripture,’ she said, 
as she again laid it down, * witli your kylevino 
pen, that will be useful to us baith. And ye 
maun tak the trouble, Reuben, to write a’ this 
to my fatlier, for, God help me, I have neither 
head nor hand for lang letters at ony time, forby 
now ; and I trust him entirely to you, and 1 
trust you will soon be permitted to see him. 
And, wttben, when ye do win to the speech 0’ 
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him, mind a’ the anld man’s bits o’ ways, for 
Jeanie's sake ; and diniia speak o* Latin or 
Englisli terras to him, lor he’s o’ the aiild 
warid, and downa hide to bo fashed wi’ them, 
though I daresay lie may be uTang. And dinna 
e say niiickle to him, but set him on speaking 
imsel’, for he’ll bring himsol’ mair comfort that 
way. And 0, Keaben, the poor lassie in yon 
dungeon !— but I needna bid your kind heart — 
gio lier what comfort yu can as soon as they 
will Jet ye see her — tell her — But I niauna 
speak mair about her, for 1 mauna take leave 
o' yo wi’ the tear in my eo, for that wouldna 
bo canny. — God bless yo, Reuben ! ’ 

To avoid so ill an omen, Siho left tho room 
hastily, while her features yet retained the 
luournful and affeutionate smile which she had 
eompcllerl them to wear, in order to support 
Butler’s spirits. 

It seemed as if tho jiowor of sight, of speech, 
and of reflection, had left him as she disappeared 
from the room, which slio liad entered and retired 
from so like an apparition. Saddletree, who 
entered immediately aftcru’ards, overwhelmed 
him with questions, which he answered without 
imdcrstanding them, and with legal disquisi- 
tions, which conveyed to him no iota of mean- 
ing. At length tho learned burgess recollected 
that there was a baron court to be held at 
Loanbead that day, and though it was hardly 
worth wdiile, *hc might as wcel go to see if 
* tl\cre ivas onything doing, as ho was acquainted 
with the baron bailie, 'who was a decent man, 
and 'would bo glad of a word of legal advice.’ 

So soon as he departed, Butler flew to tho 
Bible, the last book which Jeanio had touched. 
To bis extreme surprise, a paper, containing tw'O 
or throe pieces of gold, dropped from the book. 
AVitb a black-lead pencil, she had marked tho 
sixteenth and tw^enty-fifth veises of tho thirty- 
seventh Psalm, — ‘A little that a righteous man 
hath is better than the riches of many w'icked,’ — 
* 1 have been young, and now am old ; yet have 
I not seen tho righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread.’ 

I)ce])ly impressed wdth the afleetionate delicacy 
wdiich shrouded its own generosity under tho 
cover of a providential supjily to his w^ants, he 
]>rcsscd the gold to his lips wdth more ardour 
■*han over the metal was gi'octed with by a miser, 
'lo emulate her devout lirmness and contidenco 
soenicd now the ])itc]i of liis ambition, and his 
first task was to wuiLe an account to David 
Deans of his daughter’s re *>0111 lion and journey 
southward. Ue studied every sentiment, and 
even every jdiTase, wbicli be Gioiigbt could re- 
concile tho old man to licr extraordinary lesolu- 
tion. Tho effect whi«'h this epistle jirodiiced 
will be hereafter adverse 1 to. Builcr committed 
it to the eliarge of an honest clf»wn, wdio had 
frequent dealings with Deans in the sale of his 
dairy produce, ami who icadily undertook a 
journey to Kdmlmrgli to i>ut the letter into his 
own hands.* 

* By dint of assiduous research, I am ciiable<l to certiorate 
the reader, that the name of this person was Saunders 
firoadfoot, and that he dealt in the wholesome commodity 
called kim-niilk butter-milk).— J. C. 


CHAPTER XXVTL 

My native land, good-night. 

Loro Byroit. 

In the present day, a journey from Edinburgh 
to London is a matter at once safe, brief, and 
simple, however inexperienced or unprotected 
tho traveller. Numerous coaches, of dilforent 
rates of charge, and as many packets, are per- 
petually passing and ropassiiig betwixt the 
capital of Britain and her northern sister, so 
that the most timid or indolent may execute 
such a journey upon a few hours’ notice. But 
it was different in 1737. So slight and infre- 
quent was the intercourse betwdxt London and 
lldliiburgh, that men still alive remember that 
upon one occasion tho mail from the former city 
arrived at tho General Post-Office in Scotland 
w'ith only one letter in it.* Tho usual mode 
of travelling was by means of post-horses, tho 
traveller occupying one, and liis guide another, 
in which manner, by relays of horses from stage 
to stage, the journey might bo accomplished in 
a wonderfully short time by those who could 
endure fatigue. To have the liones shaken to 
pieces by a constant change of those hacks was 
a luxury for tho rich — the poor were under the 
necessity of using the mode of conveyance with 
which nature had provided them. 

'With a strong heart, and a frame patient of 
fatigue, Jeanie Deans, travelling at the rate of 
twenty miles a day, and sometimes farther, 
traversed the southern part of Scotland, and 
advanced as far as Durham. 

Hitherto she had been either among her own 
country-folk, or those to whom her bare feet 
and tartan screen were objects too familiar to 
attract much attention. But as she advanced, 
she perceived that both circumstances exposed 
her to sarcasm and taunts, which sTie might 
otherwise have escaped ; and although in her 
heart she thought it unkind, and inhospitable, 
to sneer at a passing stranger on account of tho 
fashion of her attire, vet she had the good sense 
to alter those parts of her dress which attracted 
ill-natiircd observation. Her checked screen 
was deposited carefully in her bundle, and she 
conformed to the national extravagance of wear- 
ing shoes and stockings for tho whole day. She 
confessed afterwards, that, ' besides tho wastrife, 
it was lang or she could walk sao comfortably 
with tho shoes as without them ; but there was 
often a bit saft heather by the road-side, and 
that liel])od her weel on.’ Tho want of the 
screen, which was drawn over tho head like a 
veil, she sui»plied by a hon-gracef as she called 
it ; a large straw bonnet like those worn by the 
English maidens when labouring in tho fields. 

* But I thought unco shame 0 ’ myscl’,’ she said, 

* tho first time I put on a married woman’s 6on- 
grrtfff, and mo a single maiden.* 

With these changes slie had little, as she said, 
to make * her kenspccklo when she didna speSk,* 
but her accent and language drew down on her 
BO many jests and gibes, couched in a worse 

* The fact is certain. The single epistle was addressed 
to the principal director of the British Linen Company. 
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by far than her own, that she soon found 
it was her interest to talk as little and as seldom 
as possible. She answered, therefore, civil saluta- 
tions of chance passengers with a civil curtsey, 
and chose, with anxious circumspection, such 
places of repose as looked at once most decent 
and sequestered. Slie found the common people 
of England, although inferior in courtesy to 
strangers, such as \\ then practised in lier 
own more unfrequented countiy, yet, upon the 
whole, by no means deficient in the real duties 
of hospitality. She readily obtained food, and 
shelter, and protection, at a very moderate rate, 
which sometimes the gciKU’osity of mine host 
altogether declined, with a blunt apology, — 
‘Thee hast a long way afpvc tlicc, lass; and 
I’so ne’er take penny out o’ a single woman’s 
purse ; it’s the best friend thou can liavc on the 
road.' 

It often happened, too, that mine hostess was 
struck with *tho tidy, nice Scotch body,’ and 
procured her an escort, or a cdst in a waggon, 
for some part of the wMy, or gave her a useful 
advice and recommendation respecting her rest- 
ing-places. 

At York our ]nlgriin stonjicd for the best ]>art 
of a day, partly to recruit her strength, - pai fly 
because she liad the good luck to obtain a lodg- 
ing in an inn kc])t by a coiintiyvvoman, — partly 
to indite two letters to lier fatlier and Jleubcii 
Butler ; an operation of some little diflleulty, 
her habits being by no means those of litcraiy 
composition. That to her father was in the 
following w'ords 

* Deajikst Fathku,— I make my present ])il- 
griinage more heavy and burdensome, through 
the sad occasion to reflect that it is without your 
knowledge, which, God knows, w’as far contrary 
to my heart ; for Scripture says, that ** tiro vow 
of tlio daughter should not be binding without 
the coiiseqi; of the father,” wherein it may be I 
have been guilty to tak this w'cario journey 
without your consent. Nevertheless, it was 
borne in upon mv mind that I should bo an 
instrument to help niy jkjoi- sister in this ex- 
tremity of needeessity, otherwise I wad not, 
for wealth or for world’s gear, or for the hale 
lands of Da’kcith and Lugton, liave done the 
like o’ tliis, without your free will and know- 
ledge. 0, dear father, as ye w'ad dc.siic a 
blessing on my jeuriicy, and U])on your lioii'.e- 
hold, speak a w'ord or write a lino of comfort to 
yon poor prisoner. If she has sinned, she has 
sorrow’ed and suffered, and ye ken better than 
me, that w'e maun forgio otlicrs, as w'e pray to 
be forgien. Dear father, foigive my saying this 
mnokle, for it doth not become a young head to 
instruct grey hairs ; hut I am sao far frao yc, 
that my heart yearns to ye a’, and fain wad I 
hear that ye liad forgien her trespass, and sao 

I nae doubt say mair than may become me. 
The folk hero are civil, and, like the barbarians 
unto the lioly apostle, hao shown mo much 
kindpess ; and there are a sort of chosen ]>eu])lo 
in the land, for they hae some kirks without 
organs that are like ours, and are called meet- 
ing-houses, where the minister proaolios without 
a gown. But most of the countiy are prclatists, 
trnilk is awfu’ to think ; and 1 saw twa men 


that were ministers following bunds, as bauld 
as Kosliii or Drideu, the young Laird of Loup- 
tho-diko, o; ony wild gallant in Lothian. A 
fiorrowfu’ sight to behold 1 O, dear father, 
may a blessing be with your down-lying and 
up-rising, and remember in your i)rayers your 
affectionate daughter to command, 

‘ Jean Deans.’ 

A ])oatscrij»L bore, ‘ I learned from a decent 
woman, a grazier’s wddow', that they hae a euro 
for the iniiir-ill in Cumberland, wliilk is ane 
])int, as they cat, of yill, whilk is a dribble in 
eoiiipaiLsou of our gawsic Scots pint, and hardly 
a mutchkin, boil’d with sope and hartshorn 
di*aj)s, and loomed doun the creature’s throat 
wi’ anc whom. Ye might try it on the bauson- 
faced year-aubl quey ; an it does nac glide, it can 
do nac ill.— She was a kind woman, and seemed 
skccly about horned beasts. 'When 1 reach 
Lunnon, I intend to gang to our cousin 
Mrs. Glass, the tobacconist, at the sign o’ the 
Thistle, wha is so ceevil as to send you down 
your sploiicban-fu’ anoc a year; and as she 
iinist be w’ell ken’d in Lunnon, I doubt not 
easily to find out where she lives.’ 

Being seduced into betraying our heroine’s 
confidence tlius far, we will stretch our com- 
munication a step beyond, and impart to the 
reader lier letter to her lover. 

*Mu. Reuben Bittleu, — Hoping this will 
find you bettor, tliis comes to say, that 1 have 
reached this great town safe, and am not wearied 
with w'alking, but the better for it. And I have 
seen many tilings which I trust to tell you one 
day, also the muckle kirk of this place ; and all 
around the city arc mills, whilk havena muckle 
Avhoels nor mill-dams, but gang by the wind — 
strange to behold. Anc miller asked mo to gang 
in and see it work, but I wad not, for I am not 
come to the south to make acquaintance w’ith 
strangers. I keep the straight road, and just 
beck if onybody speaks to me ceevilly, and 
answers nacliody wdtli the tong but women of my 
ain sect. I wish, Mr. Butler, I ken’d onything 
tliat wad mak yc weel, for they hae mair medicines 
ill this town of York than w^ad cure a’ Scotland, 
and surely some of them w'ad bo gudo for your 
complaints. If ye had a kindly motherly body 
to nurse yc, and no to let ye w'asto yoursel’ wv 
reading— whilk ye read mair than encuoh wi' 
the bairns in the schulc — and to gio ye warm 
milk in the morning, I wad he mair easy for yc. 
Dear Mr. Butler, keep a good heart, for we are 
in the hands of Ane that kens better what is 
glide for us than w'o ken wdiat is for oursol’s. I 
hae nae doubt to do that for which 1 am come — 
I canna doubt it — I winna think to doubt it — 
because, if 1 hacna full assurance, how shall 1 
boar myself with earnest entreaties in the great 
folk’s presence 1 But to ken that ane’s purpose 
is right, and to make their heart strong, is tlio 
W'ay to got through the warst day’s darg. The 
I bairn’s rime says, the w’arst blast of the bonw- 
ing days * couldna kill the three silly poor hog- 

* The three last days of March, old style, are called the 
Borrowing Pa^s ; for, as they are remarked to be unusually 
stormy, it is feigned that March had borrowed them from 
April, to extend the tphere of his rougher sway. Ihe 
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lams. And if it bo God’s ploasuro, wo that ore 
sindered in sorrow may moot again in joy, oven 
on this hither side of Jordan. I dinna bid yo 
mind what I said at our partin’ aiient my poor 
father, and that iiiisfortuiiatc lassie, for I ken you 
will do sae for the sake ot Christian charity, wliilk 
is lufiir than the entreaties of her that is your 
sorvaut to coiumaiid, Jeanie Deans.’ 

This letter also had a postsciipt. ‘De.nr 
Reuben, if yo think that it wad hae been right 
for me to have said inair and kinder things to ye, 
just think that I hae written sac, sineo 1 am 
sure that I wish a’ that is kind and riglit to ye 
and by ye. Ye will think I am turned waster, 
for I wear clean hose and slioon every day ; but 
it’s the lashioii here for decent bodies, and ilka 
land has its ain laiidlaw. Ower and aboon a', it 
laughing days were e’er to come back again till 
ns, ye wad laugh wool to see my round face at 
the far end of a strac hon-graec^ that looks as 
mucklo and round as the middoU aisle in Libbor- 
ton Kirk. But it sheds the sun wool aff, and 
kcei)S uncivil folk frae staring as if ane were a 
worrycow. I sail tell ye by writ how I come 
on wi’ the Duke of Argyle, when I won up to 
Luaiion. Direct a line, to say how ye are, to 
me, to the charge of Mrs. Margaret Glass, 
tobacconist, at the sign of the Thistle, Lunnon, 
wliilk, if it assures me of your health, will make 
iny mind siio mueklc easier. Excuse bad spelling 
and uTiting, as 1 have ane ill ])en.* 

The orthograjihy of these epistles may seem to 
the Southron to leiiuire a better apology than 
the letter expresses, though a had pen was the 
excuse of a certain (lalwegian laird for bad 
hpelUug ; but, on behalf of the heroine, 1 would 
have them to know that, thanks to the care of 
Butler, Jeanio Deans wrote and spelled fifty times 
bettor than half tlic women of rank in Reotland 
at that period, whoso strange orthography and 
singular dietioii form the strongest contrast to 
the good sense which their correspondence usually 
intimates. 

Fop the rest, in the tenor of these epistles, 
Jeanio exju'essed, jierhaps, more hopes, a firmer 
courage, and better spirits, than she actually 
felt. But tliis was with the amiable idea of 
relieving her father and lover from ajijirehensious 
on her account, which she vas sensible must 
greatly add to their other troubles. ‘If they 
think mo wool, and like to do wcel,' said the 

i ioor jiilgrim to herself, ‘my father will lie 
cinder to Eflie, and liutler will be kinder to 
himself. For I ken weel that they will think 
mair o’ me than I do o' mysel’.’ 

Accordingly, she sealed her letters carefully, 
and put them into tin* post-ofiiec with her own 
hand, after many inqu’ries eoneerning the lime 
in which they were likely to reach Edinbuigh. 
When this duly was performed, she readily 

*hyme on the subject is quoted iu ilie ^loswry to Leyden’s 
edition of the * Coiuplaynt of Scotland 

fMareb said to Aperlll, 

1 tee three hogs * upon a hill ; 

But when rhe borrowed d.iys iiwMre gana, 
fh* three slUy hogs oawe nirpUn hame.] 

« A yoanf Bhf«p before It has IMt Its ilrs» flceea. 


accepted licr landlady’s pressing invilation to 
dine with her, and remain till the next morning. 
The hostess, as we have said, was her country- 
woman, and the eagerness with which Scottish 
Iieoule meet, comiiiuuicale, and, to the extent 
of tiieir ])()wer, assist each other, although it is 
often objected to us as a prejudico and narrowness 
of sentiment, seems, on the contrary, to arise 
from a most justifiable and honourable feeling of 
patriotism, combined with a conviction, which, 
if undeserved, would long since have been con- 
futed by experience, that the liabits and jirinciples 
of the nation are a sort of guarantee for the 
character of the individual. At any rate, if the 
extensive iiiflueiiec of this national jiartiality be 
eonsidorod as an additional tie, binding man to 
man, and calling foitli the good offices of such as 
L-uii render them to tli(‘ countryman wdio happens 
to need tlicm, wo think it must be found to 
exceed, as an active and efiicient motive to 
generosity, that more impartial and wider 
jirinciple of general benevolence, wdiit‘h wc have 
.sometimes seen pleaded as an excuse for assisting 
no individual whatever. 

Mrs. Bickerton, lady of the ascendant of the 
Seven Stars, in the (\istle-gatc, York, was 
deeply infheted with the unfoituiiate prejudices 
of her country. IndeiMl, she displayed so much 
kindness to Jeanie Di'aiis (hecauso she hcr.self, 
being a Mers(‘ woman, marchaf with Mid-Lotliian, 
iu which Jeanio Nvas boinh showed such motherly 
regard to her, and such an\i('ty for her farther 
nrogress, that Jeanio thought Ikm self safe, though 
l)y teni j)er sutficiently cautious, in communicating 
her whole story to her. 

Mrs. Bickerton raised her hands and eyes at 
the recital, and exhibited much wonder ami pity. 
But she also gave some efl'eclual good advice. 

She required to know the strengfcli of Jeaiiie’s 
purse, reduced by the deposit at Lihci-ton, 
and the nccessaiy exjieime of her journey, to 
about fifloen pounds. ‘This,’ slie saiH, ‘w'oukl 
do very w’cll, providing she w'ould carry it a’ .safe 
to London.' 

‘Safe!’ an.swered .Jeanie; ‘ T’se w^arrant my 
carrying it safe, hating the needful expenses.' 

‘Ay, hut liigliAvaymen, lassie,’ said Mrs. 
Bickerton ; ‘ for yo are come into a more civilised, 
that is to say, a more roguish country tliaii the 
north, and Jiow yc are to get forward, I do not 
jirofess to know’. If yo e<)uld -wait here eight 
days, our waggons w’ouhl go ui», and I W'ould 
recommend you to Joe Broadwheel, who would 
SCO you safe to the Swan and tw’o Necks. And 
dinna suee/o at Joe, if he should he for drawing 
up wi’ you’ (continued Mrs. Bickerton, her 
acjiuirod English mingling witli her national or 
original dialect), ‘he’s a handy boy, and a 
wan ter, and no lad better thought o’ on the 
road ; and the English make good husbands 
enough, witness my poor man, JMoses Bickerton, 
as is i* the kirkyard.* . 

Jeanio hastened to say, that she (‘ould not 
possildy wait for the setting forth of Joo Broad- 
wheel ; being internally by no means gratified 
with the idea of becoming the olyoot of his 
attention during the journey. 

‘Aweel, lass/ answered the good landlaok, 
'then thou must pickle in thine ain poko-nook, 
and buckle thy girdle thine ain gait. But tak« 
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my advice, and hide thy ^^old in thy stays, and 
keep a piece or t\yo and some silver, in case 
thon bo’st spoke withal ; for there's as wud lads 
haunt within a day’s walk from hence, as on the 
braes of Douue in Perthshire. And, lass, thou 
mauiia gang staring through Lunnon, asking 
wha kens Mrs. Glass at tlie sign o’ the Thistle ; 
marry, they W'oiild l.ni ;h thee to scorn. But 
gang thou to this hoiust man,’ and she put a 
direction into Jeanie’s hand ; ‘ he kens inaist 
])art of the sponsilde Scottish folk in the city, 
and he will find out your friend for thec.’ 

Jeauic took tlie little introductory letter with 
Bincere thanks ; hut, something alarmed on the 
subject of the highway i obbers, her mind recurred 
to what Itatclitfc had meiitionod lo her, and 
briefly relating the circumstances wdiicli iilaccd a 
document so e\ I raoi dinary in her hands, she put 
the papt'^' he had given her into the hand of 
Mrs. Bickerton. 

The Lady of the Seven Sfars did not indeed 
ring a bell, because such was not the fashion of 
the time, but she whistled on a silver call, which 
was hung by lier side, and a tight serving- maid 
entered flic room. 

‘Tell Dick Ostler to come here,* said Mrs. 
Bickerton. 

Dick Ostler accordingly made his apjiearanre; 
—a (jiieer, knowing, shambling animal, with a 
hatcIict-f.K’c, a scpiint, a gamc-.uni, and a limp. 

‘Dick Ostler,’ saul Mis. Bickerton, in a tone 
of autliority that sliowcd sIjo was (at least by 
adoption) l^)rk shire loo, ‘thou kiiowest most 
peo])le and most filings o’ the road.’ 

‘By, ey, God help me, mistress,’ said Dick, 
shrugging his shoulders bctwdxt a rcjieiilaut aiul 
a knowing t \pi cssioii— ‘ Ey ! 1 ha’ know^’d a 
thing or twa i’ lua day, mistress.’ Ho looked 
sharp and laughed - looked grave and sighed, as 
one who w'as ]UTpared to take the matter either 
way. 

‘ Kenst *lhou this w'ce bit yiajier ainang the 
rest, man t ’ said Mj-m. Bickerton, handing him 
the protection which Ratelitfe had given Jeanio 
Deans. 

When Dick had looked at the paper, he 
winked with one eye, tended his grotesque 
mouth from ear to ear, like a navigable canal, 
scratched his head yiow'crfully, ami then said, 

* Kcii ! -- ay — nia}be wo ken summat, an it 
werena for harm to him, mistress ! ’ 

‘None in the world,’ said Mrs. Bickerton; 
‘only a dram of Hollands to thyself, man, an 
thoir wdlt speak.’ 

‘Why, then,* said Dick, giving the head-band 
of his breeches a knowing hoist with one hand, 
and kicking out otto foot hchiiid him to accom- 
modate the adjustment of that important habili- 
ment, ‘ I dares to say the pass will be keir’d wool 
eneuch on the road, an that be all.' 

‘ But what sort of a lad was he * ' said Mrs, 
Bickerton, winking to Jeanie, as proud of Iter 
knowing ostler. 

‘Why, what ken I ?~Jim the Rat— w^hy. Ire 
wasGock 0 * the North within this twelmonth — 
he and Scotch Wilson, Handie Dandio as they 
called him — but he’s been out o’ this country a 
while, aa I rack on ; but ony gentleman, as keeps 
the road o' this side Stamford, will respect Jim’s 

1MI88.* 


Without asking fitrlher questions, the landlady 
filled Dick Ostler a bumijor of Hollands, lie 
ducked with his head and shoulders, scraped 
w'ith his more advanced hoof, bolt(‘d the alcohol, 
to use the 'learned ydirabc, and withdiew' to his 
own domains. 

‘1 would advise thee, Jeanie,* said Mis. 
Bickcitoii, ‘ail tliiui mcctcsl w'itli ugly cuh tom ers 
o' the road, lo show' th(*ui this bit paper, for it 
will serve lliee, assuic tliy.-c*lf.’ 

^ A neat little supyier couelmled the evening. 
The exported Scotswomau, Mia. Biekeitoii by 
name, ate heartily of one or two ‘‘casoued dishes, 
drauk sonu sound old ale, and a glass of stilF 
negus; while she ga\c Jeanie a history of her 
gout, admiiing liow' it was possible that she, 
whose fatbeis ami motbeis fin* many gcuoratious 
had been farmcis in Lainimimuir, (oiild liuve 
come by a disordci so tobillj- unknown to them. 
Jeanie did not clioosc to ollend lier liicmlly land- 
lady by speaking -licr mind on the probable 
origin of this complaint; but she thought on tlie 
flesh-pots of Egypt, and, in spite of all entreaties 
to better fare, made lier ovcniiig meal uiioii 
vegetables, W'ith a glass ot fair water. 

Mrs. Biekci ton assured lier lliat the acceptance 
of any reckoning was entirr ly out of flic (juestion, 
furnished lier witli cicdi ntials to her eoiiespoiid- 
out in London, and to social inns upon the 
road wdiere slit* had some inflnenco or ini ei eat, 
reminded her of the ]>recauti()ns she should adopt 
for concealing her money, ami, as she was to dejiait 
early in the morning, look leave of her very 
affeetJ final ely, taking her w’oid tliat slic wmuld 
visit her on her rctiiin to Seotlaiid, and tell her 
how she had managed, and that sumvunn hmim 
for a gossi)i, ‘all how and about it.’ This Jeanio 
faithfully promised. 


CHAPTER XXVITL 

And Need and Misery, Vice and Danger, bind 
In sad alliance, each degraded mind. 

As our traveller set out early on the eii.suing 
morning to prosecute lier journey, and was in the 
act of leaving tlie inn -y aid, Dick O&tler, who 
either had risen early or neglected to go to bed, 
either circumstance being ccpially incident to his 
calling, hallooed out after her, — ‘ The top of the 
morning to you. Moggie. Have a care o' Giin- 
derby Hill, young one. Robin Hood’s dead and 

S vone, but there be takers yet in the vale of 
cever.* Jeanio looked at him as if to request 
a further explanation, hut, with a leer, a shufile, 
and a shmg, inimitable (unless by Emery “), 
Dick turned again to the rawhoned steed whieli 
ho was currying, and sung as he employed the 
comb and brush, — 

* Robin Hood was a yeoman right good, 

And hi«» l^w was a trusty yew;^ 

And if Robin said stand on the king's lea land. 
Pray, why should not we s.iy .so too?’ 

“ [John Emery, an eminent comedian, played success- 
fully at Coveni Garden Thentie between 1798 and 1830. 
Among his chaiacteis were those of Dandie Dinmont in 
Guy Mannfrin^t Dougal in Rob Roy^ and Ratcliffe in the 
Htari of Mid-EoWau.] 
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Jeanio piirsnod Jier jowncy ^vHhout further 
inquiry, fur Hiero Jiolhiu^' in Dick's manner 
that inclined her to proloii/^ their conference. A 
painful (lay s journey hrou/rht J}rr to Ferrybridge, 
the bc!>t Inn, then and .since, upon the great 
nortliern road ; and an introduction from Airs. 
Hiekerton, added lo lier own &ini])lo and qui^t 
maiineiN, .so proi'itiatcd the landlady of the 
Swan in her fa\our, that the good dame jwoeured 
her tlic convenient aeconnuodaiion of a pillion 
and ])05t-horsc tl»en returning to Tuxford, so 
that she accomplished, upon tin* second day after 
leaving York, the longest journey she had yet 
made. She was a good deal fatigued by a mode 
of travelling to which she was less accustomed 
than to w'alking, and it was consideiably later 
than usual on the ensuing morning that she felt 
lierself able to resume her ])ilgriiii:ige. At noon 
tlio lumdrcd-aiijud Trent, and the hhr-kened 
ruins of New\ark Caslh*, demolished in the great 
civil w'ar, lay before her. It may easily ho sup- 
posed lliat Jeanio liad no cniiosity to make 
antiquarian lescMrehes, but, cnteiing the town, 
wont straight to the inn to which she had been 
diiectcd at Ferrybridge. AVhilo slio proem ed 
some rofroslimenl, she observed the girl wlio 
brought it to her looked at her several times 
W’ith lix(‘d and ])cculiar interest, and at last, to 
her infinite sur]u*ise, in(|iiired if her name was 
not Deans, and if she was not a Scotchwoman, 
going to Ijondon uiion justice business. Jeanio, 
with all her simplicity of character, had some 
of the caution of her country, and, according to 
Scottish universal custom, she answered the 
question by anotlnr, riMpiesling the girl would 
tell lur why slie asked th<‘se questions * 

The Mantonies of the Saracen’s Head, New'ark, 
re])lied, 'Tw’ow’onien Innl pass(‘d that morning, 
wdio had made iiepuries after one Jeaide Deans, 
travelling to liondoii on siieh an errand, and 
could scarce ho persuaded that she had not 
parsed on.’ 

Much .surjjriscd and somewhat alarmed (for 
what is iiievplic'ible is usiiilly alarmingl, Jeanio 
questioned the wcneli about the ])arlieular aji- 
pcaranee of these two w’omcn, but could only 
learn that the one w'as aged, and the other 
young; that the Litfei was the taller, and that 
the former s[)okc most, and seemed to maintain 
nil authority over her coiiipaiii(U), and that botli 
{.poke w’ith the Scottish accent. 

This conveyed no information wdiatcvcr, and 
with an indescribable ])rcseutimeTit of evil de- 
signed towards her, .Icaiiie ado])ted the resolution 
of taking post-lior ^os tor the next stage. In UiLs, 
however, she could not bo gratified; some acci- 
dctilal eircumstaiicO'* had occa-.'oned wdiat is 
called a run iii>on the road, and the landlord 
could not accommodate' her W'ilh a guide an(l 
horses. After w'.'uliMg .vunc time, in hopes that 
a pair of horses that liad gone soullnvnrd w'ould 
return in time for lier use, she at length, feeling 
ashamed at lu'i* own pusillanimity, Ve.solved to 
prosecute her jou’-imy in her usual manner, 

‘It was all plain road,* slie W’as assured, 
^except a high mountain called (hinnerhy IJill, 
about three miles from Grantham, wdiieh w'as her 
stage fbr the night.’ 

‘Fm glad to hear there’s a hill,’ said Jeanio, 
ffwr baith my sight and my very feet are weary 


■ . 

0 * sic tract;^ o’ level ground— it looks a’ the WAJ* 
between this and York os if a* the land had been 
tienched and lovoUod. whilk is very wearisome 
to my Scotch ocn. Wnen I lost sight of a mnckle 
Iduo hill they ca' Ingleboro’, I tliouglit 1 hadna 
a friend left in this strange land.’ 

‘As for the matter of that, young woman,* 
said mine host, ‘an you be so fond o’ hill, I 
carena an thou couldst carry Gnnnerby away 
with thco in thy lap, for it’s *a murder to jiost- 
horscs. But licre’s to tliy journey, and mayst 
thou win w'cll through it, for thou is a bold and 
a oiumy lass.’ 

So saying, he took a jiowerful pull at a solemn 
tankard of home-brewed ale. 

‘ I hope there is nae bad company on the road, 
sir ? ’ said Jcanic. 

‘AVhy, w’hcn it’s clean without them I’ll thatch 
Groby pool wi’ pancakes. But there arena sae 
mony nowr ; and since they hao lost Jim the Hat, 
they hold together no better than the men of 
Mar-sham when they lost their common. Take 
a drop ore thou gocst,’ ho concluded, offering licr 
the t/inkard ; ‘ thou wilt got naothing at night 
save Graiithatri gruel, nine grots and a gallon of 
water.’ 

Jcanic courteously declined the tankard, and 
inquired what W'as her ‘ law ing * ’ 

‘Thy law ing ! Heaven help thee, w'ench ! wliat 
ca’st thou that ? ’ 

‘ It is — I was wanting to ken what was to pay,’ 
reidied Jeanie. 

‘ Pay ? Ijord help thee why, nought, xvoman 
— we hae drawn no lifpior but a gill o’ beer, and 
the Saracen’s Head can spare a mouth fu’ o' meat 
to a stranger like o' thee, that cannot speak 
Christian language. So here’s to thcc once more. 
The same again, quoth Mark of Bellgrave,* and 
he took another profound pull at tho tankard. 

The travellers who have visited Newark more 
lately, wdll not fail to reinemher tho remarkably 
civil and gentlemanly manners of tlie person 
who now keeps the principal inn there, and may 
find some amusement in contrasting them W'itii 
those of his more rough predecessor. But we 
believe it will bo found that tho ])olibh has worn 
off none of the real w’orlh of tho metal. 

Taking b'ave of her Lincolnshire Gaius, Jeanie 
resumed her solitary walk, and was somewhat 
alarmed w'hen evening and twilight overtook her 
in the open ground w hieh extends to the foot of 
Guimcrby Hill, and is intersected with pktehes 
of copse and with sw'ampy spots. The extensivo 
commons on tho north road, most of which are 
now enclosed, and in general a relaxed state of 
police, exposed the traveller to a highw'ay robbery 
in a degree which is now unknown, except in the 
immediate vicinity of tho metropolis. Aware of 
this circumstance, Jcanic mended her pace when 
she hoard the trampling of a horse bcliind, and 
instinctively drew to one side of the road, as if 
to allow' as much room for the rider to pass as 
might be possible. When the animal came m», 
she found that it was bearing two w'omen, the 
one ]fiaccd on a side-saddle, the oilier on a pUlion 
behind her, as may still occasionally bo seen in 
England. 

‘ A hraw good-night to ye, Jeanie Deans,* said 
the foremost female as tho horse passed our 
lioroine. ‘What think ye o’ yon bonnie hiU 
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yptider, lifting its brow to tbo moonl Trow ye 
yon's the gate to heaven, that yo are sae fain of? 
—maybe we will win there the night yet, God 
sain us, though our minny here’s rather drcigh 
in tlie upgang.’ 

The speaker kept changing her scat in the 
saddle, and half-stopping the horse as she brought 
her body round, while the woman that sat be- 
hind her on the pillion >eemcd to urge her on, 
in words w'hich Jeauic heard but imperfectly. 

* Ilaud your tongue, yo moon-raised b ! 

what is your business with , or with heaven 

or hell either ? * 

* Troth, mither, no muckle wi’ heaven, I 
doubt, considering wha I carry ahint me -and 
as for hell, it will fight its ain battle at its ain 
time, I’se be bound. — Come, naggic, trot awa, 
man, an as thou wert a broomstick, for a witch 
rides thee — 

With my curtch on my foot, and my shoe on my hand, 
I glance like the wildfire through brugh and through land.' 

The tramp of the horse, and the increasing dis- 
tance, drowned the rest of her song, but Jeanio 
hoard for some time the inarticulate sounds ring 
along the waste. 

Our pilgrim remained stupefied with undefined 
apprehensions. Tlic being named by her name 
in so wild a manner, and in a strange country, 
without further exidanatioii or communing, by 
a person who thus strangely flitted forward and 
disappeared before her, came near to the super- 
natural sounds in Comus : — 

The airy tongues, which syllable men’s names 

On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses. 

And although widely difforont in features, de- 
portment, and rank, from the lady of that 
enchanting masque, tlio continuation of the i)as- 
sago may bo happily applied to Jeanio Deans 
upon this singular alarm \— 

These thoughts may startle well, but not astound 

The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 

By a strong siding chamijion- Conscience. 


Ill fact, it was, with the recollection of the 
affectionate and dutiful errand on whicli she was 
engaged, her right, if such a word could be applic- 
able, to cx}M3ct protection in a task so meritorious. 
She had not advanced much farther, with a mind 
calmed by these refiections, when she was dis- 
turbed by a new and more instant subje^'t of 
terror. Two men, who had been lurking among 
some copse, started up as she advanced, and mot 
her on tne road in a menacing manner. * Stand 
and deliver,’ said one of them, a short stout 
fellow, in a smook-frock, such as ai-e worn by 
waggoners. 

* The woman/ said the other, a tall thin fimiro, 

' does not understand the words of action. — our 


money, my precious, or your life,' 

‘ I have but very little money, gentlemen,' said 
poor Joanie, tendering that portion which she 
had separated from her principal stock, and kept 
aparb for such an emergency ; ' but if you are 
resolved to have it, to bo sure you must have it.' 

* This won't do, my girl. D— n mo, if it shall 
pass ! ' said the shorter ruffian ; * do ye think 
^ntlemon are to hazard their lives on the road 
to ohcaio4 \n this way ? Wo’ll have every 


farthing you have got, or wc will strip you to 
the skin, curse me.' 

llis comjjaiiioii, who seemed to have sometliiiig 
like conj]>a!fsiojj for tbo liorror which Jeanic’s 
countcimiice now exjiiobscd, said, 'ho, no, Tom, 
this is one of the precious sisters, and we’ll take 
her word for once, without jmttiiig her to the 
stripping pi oof. U,iik ye, iny Jass, if ye look 
up to heaven and say this is the last penny you 
have about ye, why, hang it, we’ll let you pass.’ 

‘I am not tiee,’ answeied Jianie, 'to say w'hat 
I have about me, gcntleuieii, lor there’s life and 
death dc|)end.s on my journey , hut if you leave 
me as inucli as finds me hi ead and water, I’ll be 
satisfied, and thank yon, and ])ray for you.* 

'D — 11 your jiraycrs • ’ said the slioiter fellow^ 
'that’s a coin that won’t pass with us and at 
the same time made a motion to seize lier. 

'Stay, geutloinen,’ Katelilic’s ]»ass suddenly 
occurring to her ; ‘ j>erh.ips you know this papoi.’ 

'Wliat the devil is slie after now, Fi.ink T 
said the more savage ruffian. — ‘Do you look at 
it, for, d— n mo if 1 could read it if it weie for 
the benefit of my clergy. ’ 

‘This is a jaik fioiii Jim Katelilfe,’ said the 
taller, having looked at th^ hit of jiaper. ‘The 
wench must })ass by our euttei’s law.^ 

'I say no,’ aii&weied his coin[Miiioii ; ‘Hat has 
left the lay, and turned hloodlnumd, they say.’ 

' We inay U(*ed a good turn fioni liim all the 
same,’ said th(‘ taller ruffian ag«un. 

'But what arc wo to do IhciW’ said the slioi ter 
man. — ‘Wc piomised, you know, to strip the 
wviicli, and send her begging back to liCr owui 
beggarly country, and now you are lor letting 
her go on.’ 

‘1 did not say that,' said tho other fellow, 
and w’hisperccl to Ids companion, who re)>licd, ‘ Bo 
alive about it, then, and don’t keep chattering 
till sumo travelkTvS come up to nab us.* 

‘You must follow us off the road, young 
w'omaii,’ said tho taller. 

‘ For tho love of God ! ’ exclaimed Jeanio, * as 
you were born of woman, diiiiia ask me to leave 
the road ! rather take all I have in tho woild.’ 

* What tho devil is the w'cneh afraid of ? ’ said 
the other fellow'. ' 1 tell you you shall conic to 
no harm ; but if you will not leave the road and 
come witli us, d— ii me, but I’ll beat your brains 
out wheie you stand.* 

‘Tliou art a rough boar, Tom,' said his com- 
panion.— -'An ye touch her, I’ll give thee a shako 
by tho collar shall make tho Leicester beans 
ra,ttle in thy guts.— Never mind him, girl ; 1 
will not allow him to lay a finger on you, if you 
W'alk quietly on with us ; but if you keep jabbiT- 
iiig there, d— n me, but I’ll leave him to settle it 
wuth you.* 

This threat conveyed all that is terrible to tho 
imagination of poor Jeanio, who saw in him that 
' was of milder mood ’ her only protection from 
the most brutal treatment. She, therefore, not 
only followed him, but even held him by tho 
sleeve, lest ho should escape from her ; and tlio 
fellow, hardened as he was, seemed something 
touched by these marks of eoiifidence, and re- 
peatedly assured her that he would suffer her to 
receive no harm. 

They conducted their prisoner in a direction 
loading more and more from tho public root'd, but 
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she observed that they kept a sort of track or 
by-path, which icliovcd her fiom i)art of her 
apprehensions, which \\ouJ<i have been greatly 
increased had they not seemed to follow a deter- 
mined and aseertaiiietl route. After about half 
an hour’s walking, all three in ]jrofouiid silonee, 
they apj)roaeh<'d an «)ld barn, which stood on the 
edge ot soiin* ('ultivnled giound, but remote from 
evei^thing like a habitation. It was itself, 
however, leiiantcd, for thoro was light in the 
Aviiulows. 

One of the footpads seratehed at the door, 
which w’as 0 })eneJ by a foimile, and they entered 
wdth their uiiliapj>y ]jiisoncr. An old w'oman, 
who was ])ie}uiiiig lood by the assistance of a 
stilling lire ol lighted eb.iieoal, asked them, in 
the name ol llie de\il, wli'»t they brought Iho 
wcneli tlieie for, and why they did not stiip her 
and turn her al)M>.td on rlio eominon ^ 

^ Come, ornno, Mother Blood,’ said the tall man, 
*wVll do wlint’s ligljt to »)bbge \ou, and we’ll do 
no more ; we an* bad enough, but not such as you 
would make n^ — (h*vils iucarn«it(*.* 

*Sho has got a j.nk from Jim Ratclitfe,’ said 
the short fellow', ‘ and Frank here won’t hear of 
our putting her thioiigh the mill.’ 

‘No, tli.it f will not, ])v fl d!’ answered 
Flank ; ‘ Imt if old Mother Ijlood eoiild keep hei 
here for a little while, or send her back to Scot- 
land, without hinting hei, wdiy, I see no harm 
in that - not I.’ 

* ril tell you w’liat, Fr.iuk Levitt,’ said the old 
w nuan, ‘if you call mo Mother Ilhiod again, I’ll 
paint this gully’ (and she held a knife up as if 
about to make good her threat') ‘ in the best blood 
in yum body, my bonnh* bo^'.’ 

‘I'hc j)vir‘e ol ointment must bo uji in the 
noith,’ Slid Fraiik, ‘that puts Mother Blood so 
much out of Iminoin .' 

M’llhout a nu nient’s hesitation the fury darted 
her knife at him wulh the vengeful dexteilty of a 
w ild Indian. As he as on his guard, he avoided 
tlio missile by a sudden motion of his heafl, but 
it whistled liis eai, and stuck deeji in the 
clay wall of a pailitioii lnliiinl. 

‘ Come, come, mother,’ said the robber, seizing 
licr by both wrists, ‘1 shall teach you wha’j> 
master ; ’ and so ssying, he foiced tho hag baek- 
wartks by main lone, win) stroie vehemently until 
‘‘he sunk on a bum li ol straw', and then, ktting 
g » her hands, he ln*ld up liis finger towards her 
in the menating p(fsture by v.’hich a maniac is 
intimidated by hi-, kn jier. It a]>j>caied to pro- 
duce the desii»‘d cllcr-t ; tor she dul not attcuix>t 
to rise fiorii tho se.'it on whieh ho had placed her, 
or to ro.suino any iiieasuu*-^ of actual \ iolenee, but 
WTung her witliered hamU wdlli impotent lage, 
and brayed and howled like a demoiiuu. 

‘I w'lll keep my ])iomi,e with you, yon old 
devil,’ Bind KiMiik ; ‘tli wimh shall not go for- j 
ward on the Lomlou load, but I wdll not have 1 
you touch a haii of hrr head, if it wire l)ut for * 
your insoleiiee.’ 

This intimation seemed to eom])oso in some 
de^^reo tho vehement ])assion of the old hag; and 
while Jiur exe lama t ions and how'Is sunk into a 
low, maundering, growling Lone of voice, am,ther 
personage wa? added to this singular i)any, | 

'Eh, Frank Levitt,’ said this ncAV-f omer, who j 
entered with a hop, step, and jump, wliich at | 


once conveyed her from the door into the centra 
of the party, ‘w'ero yo killing our mother? or 
we^'c yo cutting tho gruutor’s weasaiicl that Tam 
brought in this morning? or have ye been read- 
ing your prayers backward, to bring up luy uuld 
acquaiiitanco the dcil ainang ye ? ’ 

The tone of tho .speaker was so particular, that 
Jeanie immediately reeognistd the woman who 
had rode foremost of the ]>air which passed her 
ju.st before she met the lobbers ; a circumstance 
which greatly inereuse<l her torzoi, as it served 
to show that the inisehief designed against her 
W'as })rcmeditatcd, though by w'licm, oi for what 
cause, she was totall}’^ at a lo'.s to eonjeetuu*. 
From the stylo of her eonvcrsaiioii, the reader 
also may ]»robably acknowledge in this female 
ail old acquaiiitanee iu the eailier pait of our 
narral i\ e. 

‘Out, yo mad devil I ’ said Tom, whom slio 
had distnibed in the middle of a di aught of some 
liquor witli which he liad found means of accom- 
modating liimsclf ; ‘ bet w'ixt your Bess of B(*dlam 
pranks, and your dam’s frenzies, a man might 
live quieter in tlie devil’s den than liere.* -And 
he again resumed the broken jug out of w'hich he 
harl been drinking. 

‘And what’s this o’t?* said the imidwoiiian, 
dancing up to Jeanie Deans, who, nllhoiigh in 
great terror, yet wateheil the scene with a resolu- 
tion to let nothing })ass unnoticed whieli might ho 
serviceable in assisting her to e«eape, or iiitonr 
iiig her as to tho tiiic nature of her situation, 
and the danger attending it, — ‘ What’s this o't '' ' 
again exclaimed Madge Wildfire. ‘Douce Davie 
Deans, tho auld doited W big body’s daughter, in 
a gipsy’s barn, and the night softing in ? This 
is a sight for sair ceu ’ -Eh, .sirs, tho falling olT 
o’ the godly and the t’other sister’s iu the Tol- 
bootli of Edinburgh ; 1 am \ cry .soriy lor her, lor 
my share — it’s my mother wiisses ill to her, and 
no me — though maybe I liae as muckle cau.se.’ 

‘Hark ye, Madge,’ said the talUr niiruni, *yon 
have not suoli a touch of the devil's blood as the 
hag your mother, who may be his dam for what 
I know — take this young woman to your kennel, 
and do not let tho devil enter, though he should 
fi.>k in God’s nann*.’ 

‘Ou ay; that I will, Fiauk,’ said Madge, tak- 
ing hold of Jeanie by the aim, and pulling lier 
along; ‘for it’s no for de<*ent CJiristiau young 
h'ddie.s, like her and im*, to be keeping flic like 
o’ you and Tyburn Tam coini»aiiy at thw time 
0 * night. Sac gude-e’en t’^e, sir.s, and mony o’ 
them ; and may ye a’ slceii till the hangman 
W'aukeii ye, and then it will bo w'cel for the 
country.’ 

She then, as her wild fancy scein(*tl suddenly 
to ]>roiript her, walked demuiely tow'ards her 
mother, w’ho, seated by tbe chaieoal liie, with 
the reflection of the lod light on her withered 
and distorted features inaikcd by every evil 
passion, Kcemed tho very i>ieiurc of Hecate at 
her infernal litos ; and. suddenly dropping on 
her knees, said, w ith the manner of a six years’ 
old child, ‘Mammie, hear me say iny i>rg,ycrs 
before I go to bed, and eay God bless my bonnie 
face, os yo used to do lang sync.’ 

* The deil flay the hide o’ it to sole his brogiies 
wi' ! * said the old lady, aiming a buflbt at the 
supplicant, in answer to ber duteous re(|iicst, 
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The blow missed ^ladge, wlio, being probably 
acquainted by cxporicnro with the mode in which 
her mother was wont to confer her maternal 
benedictions, slip{)ed out of arm’s length with great 
dexterity and quickness. The hag then started 
up, and, seizing a pair of old fi re-tongs, w'ould 
have amended lier motion, ]jy beating out the 
brains either of lier daughter or Jeanio (she did 
not seem greatly to Odie which), when her hand 
ivas once more arrested oy the man \ihom they 
called Frank Levitt, wlio, seizing her by the 
shoulder, flung lier from him witli great violence, 
exclaiming, ‘ What, Alotlier Ihimnable-- again, 
and in my sovereign presence !- -Hark ye, Madge 
of Bedlam * get to your hole with your ]jlayfellow, 
or we shall have the devil to pay here, and nothing 
to ])ay him with.' 

Madge took Levitt’s adviee, retreating as fast 
as she could, and diagging Jeanio along with her 
into a sort of recess, ])arlitioned oil’ from the rest 
of the barn, and filled with straw, from wliieh it 
appeared tliat it was intended for Hie jmipose of 
slumber. The moonliglit shone, through an open 
hole, upon a ]»illion, a pa<k-saddle, and one or 
two wallets, the Irdvclliiig furniture of Madge 
and her aiuiahh* mother.--' Now, saw yo e’er in 
your life,’ said Madge, 'sae dainty a chamber of 
deas ? sec as tlie moon shines down sae caller on 
the fresh strac ! 'riicre’s no a jilcasanter coll in 
Bedlam, for as braw a jJace as it is on the out- 
side. — Were ye ever in Bedlam ? ’ 

‘ No,* answTied Jeanie faintly, appalled by the 
ijuestion, and the way in which it was put, yet 
willing to soothe InT insane companion, being in 
circumstances so uiihaiijiily ])rccarioiis, that even 
the society of this gibbering madwoman seemed 
a species of j»roteetion. 

‘Never in Bedlam?* said Madge, as if with 
some surprise. — ' But >e’ll hac been in the cells 
at Edinburgh ^ ’ 

‘Never,’ rejieatcd Jeanie. 

‘ Weel, I think thae daft carles the magistrates 
send naebody to Bedlam but me — they maun hao 
an uiico respect for me, for whenever I am brought 
to them, they aye hae me back to Bedlam. But 
troth, Jeanio ’ (she said this in a very confidential 
tone), ' to tell 3 e my private mind about it, 1 
think ye are at nao great loss ; for the keeper’s a 
erosa-jiatch, and lie maun hao it a* his aiii gait, to 
be sure, or he makes the place waur than hell. 
I often tell him In’s the dafteat in a’ the hoime. 
— But what are Ihev making sic a skirling for? 
— Doil aiic o’ theius get in hero— it wad na f>e 
mensefu’ ! I will sit v\i my hack agane the door ; 
it wiiuia lie that easy stiiriiig mo.’ 

' Madge ! * — ' Madge ! ’ — ‘ Madge AVildflre ! * — 
‘Madge devil! wliat have you done with the 
horse ?* was repeatedly asked by the men without. 

‘ He’s e’en at his supi)cr, jmir thing,’ answered 
Madge ; ‘ dcil an yo w'ero at yours, too, an it 
wei'o scaudiug hrimstauo, and then we w^ad liae 
less 0’ your din.* 

‘ His supper ! * answered the more sulky ruffian 
— * What d’ye moan by that ?— Toll me where ho 
is, or I will knock your Bedlam brains out I ’ 

‘ He's in Gaffer Gablewood’s wheat-close, an ye 
maim ken.’ 

‘ His wdieat-closo, you crazed jilt I * answered 
the other, with an accent of great indignation. 

* 0, dear Tyburn Tam, man, what ill will 


the blades of the young wheat <lo to tlic puir 
nagl* 

‘That is not the question,* said the other 
robber; ‘but what the country wdll say to us to- 
morrow, wlu n iliey see him in such quarters ? — 
Go, Tom, and bring him in ; and avoid the soft 
ground, my lad; leave no hoof- track behind 
yon.’ 

*I think you give mo alw'ays the fag of it, 
wdialever is to be done,’ grumbled his companion, 

‘ Leap, Tjaurence, you’re long enough,’ said tlio 
other ; and the fellow Iclt the barn accordingly, 
without further remonstrance. 

In the mcaiiw’hilc, Madge had arranged herself 
for repose on the straw ; hut still in a halLsitting 
posture, with her back resting against the dour 
of the hovel, which, as it ojieued inwards, was in 
this manner kept shut by the weight of her 
person. 

‘There’s mail* shifts by stealing, Jeanie,’ said 
Madge Wildfire; ‘though whiles 1 can hardly 
get our mother to think sac. AVha wad hae 
Ihouglit but my.sel’ of making a bolt of my aii 
baek-baiie ? Ihit it’s no sae strong as thae 1 h/u. 

I hae seen in the Tolbooth at Ediiihiirgh. The 
hainmermcij of Edinburgh are to 1113' mind afoio 
the warld for making stanchions, ring-bolts, 
fetter-bolts, bars, and loi‘ks. .And they arena 
that bad at girdles for careakes neither, though 
the Cu’ross liaminermen liavo the gree for that. 
My mol her had aiice a honnio C'u’ross girdle, aiul 
I thought to liavo liaked careakes on it for my 
)uir w’ean that’s dead and gane mie fair way. — 
lut wo maun a’ dec, ye ken, Jeanie -you Came- 
lonian bodies kcii that brawlies ; and 3^0’re for 
Tiiaking a hell upon earth that ye may bo less 
unw’illiu* to part wi' it. But as touching 1 bedlam 
that ye were s])e<iking about, I’so ne’er rccom- 
inciid it muckle the tae gait or the other, be it 
right — ^ 1)6 it WTang. But yc ken wliat the sang 
says.* And, pursuing the unconnected and float- 
ing wauderings of her mind, she sung aloud— 

* In tbe bonnio cells of BeUlain, 

Ere 1 was ane-and-tw eiity, 

I bad hernprn biacelcts strong. 

And merry whips, ding-dong, 

And prayer and fasting plenty. 

* Weel, Jeanie, I am something herse the night, 
and I caiiiia sing inucklo mair; and troth, I 
think, I am gaun to sleep.’ 

She drooped her head on her breast, a posture 
from which Jeanie, wlio would have given the 
world for an opportunity of quiet to consider the 
means and the probability of her escape, was 
very careful not to disturb her. After nodding, 
however, for a minute or two, with her eyes 
half-closed, the unquiet and restless spirit of her 
malady again assailed Madge. She raised her 
head, and spoke, but with a lowered tone, w^hich 
was again gradually overcome by drowsiness, to 
which the fati^e of a day’s journey on horseback 
had probablygivcu unwonted occasion,- -‘I diniia 
ken what makes me sae sleepy — 1 amaist ne\ cr 
sleep till my bounie Lady Moon gangs till her 
bed — mair by token, when she’s at the full, ye 
ken, rowing aboon us yonder in her grand silver 
coach — I have danced to her my lane sometimea 
fora very joy — aud whiles dead folk came and 
danced wr me— the like o* Jock Porteous, or ony- 
body I h^d keu’d when I wm living— for yo 
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maun ken I was anco dead mysel*/ Hero the 
[)Oor maniac auiig, in a low and wild tonO| 

* My banes are buried in yon kirkyard 
Sae far ayont the sea, 

And It is but my blithesome ghaist 
TJiat’s sjjeaking now to thee. 

*Biit aft(T a’, Jranic, my woman, noohody 
kens weol wlni’s living and wha’s dead — or wha*s 
gone to Fairyland — there’s another question. 
Willies I think my puir bairn’s dead — yo koii 
very weel it’s buried — but that signifies naothing. 

1 have had it on my knee a hnndrod limes, and 
a hundred till that, since it was buried— and how 
could that bo wore it dead, ye ken ! — it’s merely 
impossible.’ — And here, some eonviction half- 
overcoming the reveries of her imagination, she 
burst into a fit of crying and ejaculation, ‘ Wac’s 
ino ! wae’s mo ! wae’s ino ! ’ till at length slio 
moaned and sobbed herself into a deep sleep, 
which was soon intimated by iier breathing haid, 
leaving Jeanie to her own melancholy rcfiections 
and observations. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Bind her quickly ; or, by this steel, 

I'll tell, although 1 truss fur cuiiipiny. 

Flftcher. 

The imperfect light which shone into the 
window enabled Jeanie to see that there was 
scarcely any clianco of making lier escape in tliat 
direction ; for the aperture w’as liigh in the wall, 
and so narrow, that, could she have climbed up 
to it, she might well doubt whether it w^ould 
have permitted lier to pass her body through it. 
An unsuccessful attempt to escape w’ould ho suie 
to draw down worse treatment than she now re- 
ceived, and she, therefore, resolved to watch her 
ojiportunity carefully ere making such a perilous 
effort. For this purpose she aftplied herself to 
the ruinous clay partition, which divided the 
hovel in which she now w'-as from the rest of the 
waste barn. It was decayed and full of cracks 
and chinks, one of wliich she enlarged with lier 
lingers, cautiously and witlioiit noise, until she 
could obtain a plain view of the old hag and tlie 
t-fcller ruffian, whom they called Levitt, seated 
together beside tlie decayed fire of charcoal, and 
apparently cng.iged in close conference. Slie w'as 
at first terrified by the sight ; for the featuirs of 
the old woman had a hideous cast of hardened 
and inveterate malice and ill-humour, and those 
of the man, though naturally less unfavourable, 
■wore such as corresponded well with licentious 
habits and a lawless profession. 

* But I remembered,* s id Jeanie, *my w’orthy 
father’s tales of a winter evening, how' ho was 
confined with the blessed martyr, Mr. James 
Renwick, who lifted up the fallen standard of the 
true reformed Kirk of Scot land,* after the w'orthy 
and renowned Richard Cameron, our last blessed 
banner-man, had fallen among the &^yords of the 
wieW at Airsmoss, and how tlie very hearts of 
the wicked malefactors and murderers, whom 
they were confined withal, were melted like w^ax 
lit the sound of their doctrine ; and I bcthouglit 
illll^that the pme help that ms wi* them in 


their strait wad be wi* me in mine, an I could 
but watch the Lord’s time and opportunity for 
delivering my feet from their snare; and I 
minded the scriuture of the blessed Psalmist, 
whilk ho insistetn on, as weol in the forty-second 
as in tlio forty-third psalm— “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul, and why art thou disquieted 
within mo ? Hone in God, for I shall yet praise 
him, wdio is the noalfli of my countenance, and 
my God.” ’ 

Strengthen e<l in a mind naturally calm, sedate, 
ami film, by the influence of religious confidence, 
this poor cajitivo w'as enabled to attend to, and 
comjwehond, a great ])art of an interesting con- 
versation wdiich passed betwixt those into whose 
hands she had fallen, notwithstanding that their 
meaning w^as partly disguised by the occasional 
um} ui cant terms, of which Jeanie knew not the 
iiiqtort, by the low tone in which they spoke, and 
by their mode of sujiplying their broken phrases 
by shrugs and signs, as is usual amongst those 
of their disorderly profession. 

The mail oix^ncd the conversation by saying, 
‘Now, dame, you sec I am true to my friena. 

I have not forgot that you planked a chury* 
w'hich helped me through the bars of the castle 
of York, and I came to do your work without 
asking questions ; for one good turn deserves 
another. But now that Madge, wdio is as loud 
as Tom of Lincoln, is somewhat still, and this 
same Tyburn Neddie is shaking his heels after 
the olil nag, why, you must tell me what all this 
is about, and wdiat’s to he done — for d — n mo if 
1 tou(»h the girl, or let her bo touehod, and she 
w’ith Jim Hat’s pass, too.* 

‘ Tliou nit an hon<‘st lad, Frank,’ answered the 
old woman, ‘ hut c’cii too good for thy trade ; 
thy tender heart will get thee into trouble. 1 
will see yo gang up Ilolborn Hill backward, and 
a* on the word of sonic silly loon that could never 
hae rapjHul to yo had ye draw'ii your knife across 
hisweasand.’ • 

* You may bo baulked there, old one,’ answered 
the robber ; ‘ I liavo known many a pretty lad 
cut short in his first summer upon the road, be- 
cause he was soinothiiig hasty with his fiats and 
shaips. Besides, a man would fain live out his 
two years wdth a good conscience. So, tell me 
w hat all this is about, and wliat’s to be done for 
you that one can do decciiily ^ * 

‘ Why, you must know% Frank — but first taste 
a snap of right Hollands.’ She drew a flask from 
lier pocket, and filled the fellow a large bumper, 
which ho pronounced to bo the right thing. — 

‘ You mu.st know, then, Frank — ^wunna ye mend 
your hand ? ’ again offering the flask. 

‘ No, no, — when a woman wants mischief from 
you, she always begins by filling you drunk. 
J)- -n all Dutch courage. What I ao I will do 
soberly — I’ll last the longer for that too.’ 

‘Well, then, you must know,* resumed tlio 
ohl woman, without any further attempts at 
propitiation, ‘that this giii is goin^ to London.’ 

If ere Jeanie could only distinguish the word 
sister. • 

The robber answ^ered in a louder tone, ‘Fair 
enough that ; and what the devil is your business 
with it ? ’ 
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« Bu4new enough, I think If the b - queers 
the noose, that silly cull will many her ' * 

* And who 6atei if he does ^ ’ said the man* 

‘Who oafos, ye donnaid Neddie ! /caic , and 

I will strangle her with my own hands, lather 
than she should come to Mad^'c s pi< iiunent 

‘Madge*s prefeiment • Docs yoni old 1 lind I 
eyes see no faithei than tint ^ It he i, us '^on 
ssy, d'ye think he II c\ei many a mo >ii c lU like 
Mad|;e ? Ecod, that's a good one M ii i} Madge 
Wileuire I— Ha • ha * ha 

‘Haik ye, ye crack iojk paddci 1 nn 1 ^ ii 

and bred thief'* leplud tin fng suppose In 
never mamos the wciuh is tint i k ison he 
should marry anotlu i, 'ind tin t dlu i Jt >ld my 
daughtei’s place, and sh( ci i/( ], ind 1 1 1 
and all along of him ^ Hut I know that 1 liiiu 
will hanghim—I know tint of him will lung 
him, if he had a tliousiiid liv< s I 1 n iw th it ot 
him will hang h ing— li mg him ' 

She grinned as she Kpe lU 1 ml dwelt u])on 
the fatal monosyllabh with the unjdiasis ol i 
Vindictive fiend 

‘Then why don t joii hang hang lung 
him?' said hrank, npeiting Ini woids i )n 
temptuously ‘Ihere would ho nioic s( i sc in 
that, than in w leaking ^ouiscU lieu upon two 
wenches that have done \ou and youi ilau 'htei 
no ill ' 

‘ No ill ? ’ aiisw t rc d the old w oni in — ‘ and he 
to marry this jail bud, if tvti she gits hci foot 
loose I * 

‘But as theie is no diaiuo of his nnnjing a 
liird of your biood I ( iniiot foi mv soul sk 
wha^ you hive to do with ill thu * agim uphtd 
the robber, shrugging liis shoiilchis ‘'Whtrt 
there is aught to he got, 1 11 go as f ii is my 
neighbours, but I hale mischief loi misducls 

* And would >ou go nac length for icvongc ^ 
said the hag — ‘ tor reienge— the swutcst moisd 
to the month that evei w is cooked in hell • 

‘Tho devil may keep it for his own eating, 
then,’ said tho robber , ‘ for 1» mg me if 1 Iikt 
the sauce he di esses it with 

* Revenge • * continued the old w oin m ‘ why, 
it IS the best reward the deiil gius ns foi our 
tune here and hereafter I haie wi ought haul 
for it—I haie suffered font — and I hiiosnmed 
for it— and I will ha\e it — or tlicie is neither 
justice m heal on o^ iii hell I 

Levitt had by this* time lighted a pipe, md 
was listenmg with gnat tomi)osuie to the fiaiitu 
and vindictive i i\ings of tho old lug Ifo w is 
too much hardened by Ins couise of life to In 
shocked with them— too indineiout, and mo 
bably too stupid, to eifch any pait of tiicu 
S^uunatioii 01 energy ‘J3nt, luotliei, ho siid, 
after a pause, ‘still I siy, tliat it iciengc is 
Vour wish, you should take it on the young 
{allow himself ’ 

* I wish I could,* she said, diawing in her 
breath, with the eageincss of a thiisty jicrson 
while mimicking the action of drinking — ‘ I wish 
I cotld but no— I cannot— I cannot * 

‘And why not* You would think little of 
jMAching and hanmng him for this Scotch atfair 
xt^Bat me, one imght have milled tlie Bank of 
Biutod, and less noise about it ' 

U have nursed him at this withered breast,* 


answeted the old woxi^n, folding her hands on 
her bosom, aa if pressing an infant to it, ‘and, 
tiiongh ho has pioved an adder to me — thougfi 
hf his been the destruction of mo and rauu — 
fiioiigh he lias made me eomjiany hi Iho devil, 
it tJuu le a devil, and food for lilJ, li thcie bo 
such a ])liu, yet 1 ttiiiiioi take his life —No, I 
laiinot, she lontmued, with an appearance of 
1 ig( against licisclf *1 hdie thought of it— I 
h lie tri(d it— ) ut, 1 lancis Lovitt, 1 canna gang 
thu ugh wit Na na, he was the hrst baiin 1 
evei nuised— ill I had 1 cm- md man can novel 
1 on whit woiiiin feels foi the bum she has held 
iiist to h< 1 1 os Jin ' ' 

lo he siiu,’ said leiitt, ‘we hue no ex 
j < 1 icuce but motlioi , tlir y s »y y ou ha n t be< n 
kind to otlui as you till them, that 

hiK tome in join w i’^ TS ly el— n me, never 
lij youi hand <n the whitth, fer I am captain 
md h ider h( r< , ind I will lia\e no ichdhon ’ 

Ihc liag whose lust imtionliad been, U]on 
helling tho question to grispthe hitt o^j^i la go 
knih, now uiidosed hei hind, stole it away liom 
th< wei}M)n, ind sutbud it to fill ly hci side, 
while sIm) 2>it><^<‘fded with i soit of smile — 
Bums' yc aie )okmg lil wha w id tondi 
liims* Madge, ]>uii thing hid a midoitiine 
wi me— md the totliei lieu her i oice sunk 
so niueh, tint Jcanie, tin ugh aiixiousl} iijion 
th( watch, tould not eatdi i woid sh( said, 
until she laised lur tone at tho condusion of 
the sen tent (—‘So Madgi, in hoi di/hn, Ihuw 
it into the Noi I odi, 1 tiow 
Midge, whose sluinheis, like those of most 
who laboiu undei inrntil miliiy had heiu 
shut and w(U easily hiokeii, now made hei 
sdf heaid fiom lui phec of leposc 

Indeed, motlici, tliats i gieat lie, foi I did 
nac sie thing 

‘ Hush, thou hellic it d( vil * said liti mother — 
l>yh( iv(n' th( ot hci we nth will he waknigtoo ' 
‘That may he dmgcious, said liaiik, 
he lose, ana followed Mig Murdock son aeioss 
the flooi 

‘Rise/ «!aid the h ig tr hfi dnightci, ‘m I 
sill dnvL the kiiilt btlwten the jdaiiks into 1 lie 
liidlam hick oi llice ' , 

Appauntly slie at the siinc time steoiidcd hoi 
tine it by juicking hci with tho 2 )omt of a knife, 
fu Midge, with a fiiiit sou am, changed her 
jihce, and the dooi opened 
Iho old worn in luld a candle m one hand, 
and a knife in the othei Levitt appeared 
behind her, whet hei with a view of preventing, 
01 assisting her in any violence she might medl 
tat( , f ould not ho w ell gue ssed J canie's presence 
of mind stood her fiiend m this dreadful crisis. 
She had resolution enough to maintain the 
attitude and manner of one who sleeps pro 
fouudly, and to regulate even her breathing, 
notwithstanding the amtation of instant tenor, 
so as to oorrospond witn hoi attitude. 

Ilie old woman passed tho light across lid 
eyes , and although Jeanie’s fears were so powcu 

a awakened by this movement, that she often 
ircd afteiwaids, that she thought she saw 
the figures of her destined murdeieis through 
her closed Eyelids, she had still the resolution to 
maintaiti the feint, on which hei safety perhaps 
depended. 
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lievitt looked at ber with fixed attention ; he 
turned the old woman out of the place, and 
' followed her himself. Having regained the out- 
ward apartment, and seated uieineelves, Jeanie 
heard the highwayman eay, to her no small 
relief, * She’s as fast as if she were in Bedford- 
Now, old Meg, d— n me if I can under- 
staiici a glim of tliis story of youi*s, or what good 
it will do you to hang the one w’ciioh and tor- 
ment the other ; hut, rat me, I will he tnie to 
iny frieml, and serve ye the way yo like it. 1 
see it will be a ])ad job ; ])iit 1 do think I could 

{ jet her down to Surlioet on the Wash, and so on 
)oard Toni Moonshine’s neat lugger, and kcej) 
her out of the w'ay three or four weeks, if that 
will please ye. — lint d— n me if any one shall 
harm lier, unless they have a mind to choke on 
a hraoo of blue plums. — It’s a cruel bad job, and 
I wish you and it, Meg, were both at the devil.’ 

‘Never mind, hinny Levitt,* said the old 
woman ; ‘ you are a niftier, and w’ill liave a’ 
your ain gait. — Slie shanna gang to lioavcn an 
hour swuer for me; I carona wliether she li\e 
or die — it's lier sister— ay, her sister I ’ 

‘ Well, we’ll say no moz'e alsjut it ; I liear 
Tom coming in. \W’I1 couch a liogshcad,* and 
jio better had you.* TJiey retired to repose 
accordingly, and all was silent in this asylum 
of iniquity. ‘ 

Jeanie lay for a long time awake. At break 
of day she lieard the two niftians leave the barn, 
af^ter whispering to the old woinan for some 
time. The sense that she was now guarded by 
jiersous of her own sex gave her some confidence, 
and irresistible lassitude at length threw her 
into slumber. 

When the captive awakened, the sun was high 
in lioavon, and the iiioniing considerably ad- 
vanced. Madge Wildfire was still in the hovel 
which had served them for the night, and imme- 
diately bid ber good morning, with her usual air 
of insane glee. ‘ And d’ye ken, lass, ’ said Madge, 
there’s queer things ehaiiecd since yc hao been 
in tlie land of Nod, The constables hac been 
here, woman, and they met wi’ my mimiio at 
the door, and they whirl’d lier awa to the 
juatieo’s about the man’s wdieat. —Dear I thae 
English churls think as mucklc about a blade of 
wheat or grass, as a Suoicli laird does about his 
inaukius and his muir-jxiots. Now, lass, if yc 
like, we’ll play them a fine jink ; we w^ill awa 
out and take a walk — they will inak unco wark 
when they miss us, but w’C cun easily be back by 
dinner-time, or l)cfore dark night at oiiy nite, 
and it will be some frolic and fresh air. — But 
maybe ye wad like to lake some bixjakfast, and 
then lie down again ? ] ken by inyseV, there’s 
whiles I can sit wi’ my bead in my haiwl the 
liule day, and liavcna a word to cast at a dog— j 
and other whiles, that I ounna sit still a moment. 
That’s when the folk think me v'arst, but I am 
ayo canny enouch— ye iioedna bo feared to walk 
vri* me-' 

Had Madge Wildfire been the most raging 
' Idnatic, instead of possessing a doubtful, nn- 
Wtalu, agd twilight sort of lationality, varying, 
probably, from tie influence of the most ti-kial 
#ixaeii» Jeauk would hardly have objected to leave 
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ever for eating ; and, hoping inicinally tliat she 
was not guilty of sin in douig so, she flattered 
her kee}>cr’s crazy iiuinour for walking in the 
woods. 

‘ It’s no a’tliegither for that neither,* said poor 
Madge ; ‘ but I am judging ye will wuii the better 
out o’ thae folk's hands ; no that they arc a'tho- 
gither bad folk neither, but they have queer 
w^ays wi’ them, and 1 whiles dinna think it has 
ever been weel wV my mother and me since we 
kept sic-liko comj)iiny ’ 

With the liaste, the joy, tlic fear, and the 
hope of a liberatcnl captive, Jeanie snatched up 
her little bundle, followed Madge into the free 
air, and eagerly looked round her for a human 
habitation ; but none was to be been. Thg 
ground was j>artly cultivat(*d, and partly left In 
its natuial state, aceoixliiig as llio f.iney of the 
slovenly agiieulturibts had flceided In its 
natural state it was w^aste, in some places covered . 
with dwarf trees and bnslies, in others swamp, 
and elspwlierc film and dry downs or i»asture 
gi'onnds. 

Jeaiiie’s active mind next led her to conjecture 
which w'ay tlic high-road Jay, whence she had 
been forced. If she regained tliat public road, 
she iinagin(‘d she niubt soon meet some person, 
or anivc at some house, where she migbt tell 
her stoiy, and request ])rot<'ction. But, after a 
glance around lier, slic saw with i egret tliat she 
had no means whatever of directing her course 
witli any degree of ceitainty, and that shO'W'as 
still ill fle])endcnce upon lier era/y companion 
‘ Shall wo not walk iqioii the high-road ? ' .said 
she to ^Iadge, in such a tune as a nm*se uses to 
coax a cliild. ‘ It’s brawer W'alking on the road 
than amang tliao wild bushes and wliiiis.* 

Madge, who was w’alkiug M‘ry fast, stopped at 
thi.s quc.stiou, and looked at Jeanie with a sudden 
and scrutinizing glance, that seenietl to indicate 
complete acquaiiita iico w i Ih her j nirj >ose. * Aha, 
lass ! * she exclaimed, ‘ are ye gaim to guide ns 
that gait*— Ye’ll be for making ^oiir heels save 
your head, 1 am judging.’ 

Jeanie hcsitat<Ml lor a moment, on hearing her^ 
companion thus e\]>ivss herself, whether she had 
not better take the bint, and try to outstrip and 
get rid of her. But she knew not in which direc- 
tion to fly ; she was by no means sure that she 
would prove the swiftest, and pcrfeetly ctouscious 
that in the event of her being pm sued and over- 
taken, she would be interior to the madwoman in 
strength. She therefore gave up thoughts for 
the present of attempting to escape in that 
manner, and, saying a few w'ords to allay Madge's 
suspicions, slie followed in anxious ajmrehenBion 
the wayward ptb by which her gumo i bought 
I ijropor to load her. Madge, infirm of purpose, 
and easily reconciled to the present scene, what- 
ever it was, be^n soon to talk with her Usual 
dilfusencss of ideas. 

‘ It’s a dainty thing to bo in tlm woods a 
fine morning like tliia ! I like it far better than 
the town, for there isna a wheen duddie baims 
to ba crying after ane, as if ane were a warld’s 
wonder, just because ano maybe is a thought 
bonnier and better put-on than their neighbours 
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--^thQiighf Jm^ic, yo never bo proud o’ brw 
olaitlw, or boauty xicitheT-*woo*s mo! thoy’ro 
but a 8i4«il*o-^l anco thought better o’ them, and 
what qjame o’tr 

‘ Are ye sure ye ken the way ye are taking us ? ’ 
said Jeanio; who began to inmgiuc lliat she was 
getting deeper into the woods and more remote 
from the high-road. 

* Do 1 ken the road ?- \Vasiia I inony a day 
living here, and what for should na J keji tlie 
road ? 1 might hue Ibrgotitui, too, for it was 
afore my accident ; but thero are some things 
ane can never lorg<*t, let tliem tiy it as inuckle 
as they like.’ 

By this time they hnd gained the deepest pai-t 
of a patch of uoodlaiui. The tre(‘s uere a little 
Bex)ai'atcd from ea(‘h oilier, and at the foot of one 
of them, a beautiful poj»lar, uas a hillock of moss, 
such as the poet of (iMsuierc has described. So 
soon as she airived at thi« spot, Madge Wildfire, 
joining her hands above her head with a loud 
• scream that resembled laiightei, Hung herself all 
at once ujioii the sjiot, and ieinaine<l lying there 
motionless. 

Jennie’s Hrst iilea was to take the ojiportunity 
of flight ; but hei desire to eseajrtj yielded for a 
moment to apjireliension for tlie poor insane 
being, who, she thougld, might perish for w^ant 
of relief. Witli an ellort, which in her circum- 
stances might be terine<l heroic, she stooped 
down, spoke in a soothing tone, and endcavomed 
to raise up the forlorn cieature. She effected 
this with difliciilty, and as she jdaced her against 
the tree in a sitting jiostiiie, she observed with 
surprise that her complexion, usually florid, Tvas 
now deadly pale, and that her fa<‘o was bathed 
in tears. Notwithstanding her own extreme 
danger, Jeaiiio was a fleeted by ibe situation of 
her companion ; and the rather that, through 
the whole train of her wavering and iuconsisteiit 
state of mind and line of conduct, she discerned 
a general colour of kindness tow’ards herself, for 
which she felt gratitude. 

* Lot me alaiio ' —let me ala no I ’ said the poor 
young w'omaii, as her paroxysm (if sorrow began 
to abate — ‘Let me alane— it does mo good to 
w^eep. I caiina shed tears but niajbe anec or 
twice a year, and 1 aye come to wet this linf 
with them, that the flowers may grow fair, and 
the ^ass may bo green.’ 

‘ j5ut what is the matter with you ^ ’ said Jeanie. 
— * Why do yon weep so bitterly ’ ’ 

‘There’s matter enow',’ leplicd the lunatic,- - 
‘ mair than ae puir mind can bear, I trow. Stay 
a bit, and I’ll toll yon a’ about it ; for I like ye, 
J’eame Doans— a’body s})oke wcel about ye when 
we lived In the ricasaunts.- And 1 mind ayo the 
drink o* milk ye gao me yon day, when 1 had 
been on Arthurs Scat for four-and -twenty Imurs, 

1 oolong for the ship that somebody was sailing 
in/ 

These words recalled to Jeanie’s recollection, 
that, in fact, she had been one morning much 
frightened by meeting a crazy young woman near 
her father’s house at an early hour, and that, as 
ate appeared to be. harmless, her anprehension 
bid been ohanged into pity, and she had relieved 
thennhappy wanderer with some food, which she 
devoured with the haste of a famished person. 
The inddeni, trifling in itself, was at present of 


great inmortanoe, if it rilmuld btJ found to have * 
made a favourable and permanent im]n>ehsion in 
her favour on the mind or the object of heroliarxty. 

* Yes,’ said Madge, ‘ I’ll toll ye a* about it, lor 
yo are a decent man’s daughter,— Douce Davio 
Dcuus, yo ken, — and maybo ye'll can teach mo to 
tiiid out the iian-ow' way, and the straight jiath, 
for 1 have been burning bricks ih Elgypt, and 
walking throiigb the weary wilderness or Sinai, 
for lang and nioiiy a d.iy. But wlieiievor I think 
about miuo cn ors, 1 am like to cover my lips for 
shame.’— Here she looked up and sinib'd. — ‘ It’s 
n strange* thing, now' 1 hac spoke niair glide 
words to you in ten minutes, than I w'ad speak 
to my moflici in as moiiy yeais— it's no that I 
diuiia think on them and wdiilcs they are just 
at my tongue’s end, but tlien conn's the devil, 
and briislu's my li})swith bis bl.ick 'w'ing, ami 
lays his broad black loof on iny mouth— for a 
blaok loof it is, Jeanie- and swVeps away a’ my 
glide thoughts, and dits up my gude w'oids, and 
pits a wliecii fule sangs and idJ(* vanities in their 
place.* 

‘ T ry, Madge, * s.i id J(‘a n ic, -* ti'} to settle your 
mind and make your hi east clean, and you’ll 
find your heart easier.— Just resist the devil, and 
he will flee from } on— and mind that, as my 
worthy father tells me, tlieio is nae devil sac 
deceit 111 ’ as our ain w^andciing thoughts.* 

‘And that’s true too, lass,’ said Madce, stait- 
ing up; ‘and I’ll gang a gale whore the devil 
daurna follow' me ; ami it's a gate that you will 
like dearly to gang hut I’ll keej) a fast baud o’ • 
your ann, for mar Apollyon should stiido across 
the iiath, as ho did in the Pilmim’s JVogrefes.’ 

Accordingly she got iij), amll, taking Joan io by 
tho arm, began to walk lorward at a great jmicc ; 
and soon, to her companion’s no small joy, eaino 
into a marked ])ath, with tho meanders of which 
she sceiiied ])crfcctly acquainted. Jeanie endea- 
voured to bring her baetc to the eimfes&ional, but 
the fancy W'aa gone by. In fact, the mind of 
this deranged being resemhled nothing so iiincli 
as a (juaiitity of dry leavt's, which may for a few 
minutes remain still, hut arc instantly discom- 
posed and ]mt in motion by the iirst casual breath 
of air. She had now' got John liunyan’s parable 
into her head, to the exclusion of every tiling else, 
and on she w'cnt wdtli great volubility. 

*l)vl yo never i(*ad the Tilgiim’s Progress? 
And yon shall be the woin-in (ibiistiana, and I 
w’ill be the maiden Mcicy -tor y(' ken Mercy was 
of the fairer countenance, and nio inorc alluring 
than her eompauion and if I had my little 
ni(’.ssau (log here, it wcwild bn Gre^t- heart, their ' 
guide, ye ken, for ho w'as e’e;^ as bauld, that he 
W'ad balk at ony thing twenty times his size ; , 
and that was e’en tho death of him, for ho bit 
Coiqioral MacAlpluo's heels ao morning when 
they were hauling me to the guard-house, and 
Corporal MacAlpino killed tho bit faithfu* thing 
wi’ his Ijoehaber axo— deil pike tho Highland 
bancs o’ him.’ 

‘0 fie! Madge,* said Jeanie, ‘yc should not 
speak such w'ords.* 

* It’s v»‘ry true,’ said Madge, shaking her head ; 
‘but then 1 maxma think o* my puir bit doggie, 
Snap, when I saw it Iving dying in the gutter. 
But it's just as W'oel, tor it suffered boith cauld 
and hunger when it was living, and in tho gravo 
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Ms In* 4^ thuigtih^rosi foi the 
my t^hir Iwrn; aud mo ’ 

^ your baim * ' said Joamt, coucemug that hj 
${)^ktng on such j. topic, supposing it to bo a 
seal 6^0, <th6 could not fill to bung her com 
pinion to a mou comjjosfd ttinpci 
Sheiias mistiktn, h iwcvci ioi M idgc coloured, 
and icplnd Mitli souk Mij bum i dy, to 

be suit, my bum What for shouldni I hac a 
bum, and lose a burn too, as wcel as }oui bonmo 
tittic, tho-Lily of Sunt Ijconaid s « 

The ansi\ei sttuck Jc inio Mith some alaim, 
uid she IS anxious to soothe the imtatiou slu 
had unwittingly giieii oc isioii to 1 im vuy 

sorry for youi misloitiuK 

‘Sony ’ whit \n il }<. b soiij foi i* answcicd 
Madge ‘Hip bum u is i blissing— that is 
Jeanie, it wad hw bidi a bkssuig if it huhii 
lieeu for my mother , but my mothci s i que^r 
worn in — Yp s , tUcK was an mid carb wi a 
iut land, uid a gude cl it o silhr bisuhs lust 
thoicry picluie of old Mi Iccblcmuid oi Mi 
Eeadytohilt, tint tu( it ht iit doliicud fioiii 
Sliygood the gi lilt vi lieu he ivss i ilhug him ind 
about to pick Ills 1 ones, loi SI i\ good iias oi tho 
natuie of the lltsh cat< is uid Great Ik u t killed 
Giant Dcspaii too — but 1 im doubting (tiant 
Deepait s come ilive again lor a the stoi> hook 
— I find him busy at m^ heart wluh s 

‘ Wetl, and so tin auld laih — siid JeaiiK, for 
she was ])un fully lutiusted in getting to the 
tiuth of Madges lustoi} which she could not 
but suspc ct w as iii some cxli aoi din iry ii ay linked 
and entwined with the iatt of hci sistci She 
w IS also desiious if jiossiblc to cngigo hci coin 
pinion in some n ui itiic which might l>c earned i 
on in a lower tone of voieo, for she was m gii it 
apple hensiou lest the chv itcd notes of Midges 
conversation shoull direct hot molhci or the 
lobbeis in siaich of Micm 

‘ And BO th( I uid c iilc said M idgc lepeituig 
her woids- ‘I wish '>e hid sc in him stoitmg 
about, air ae hg on to the other wi a kind o 
dot and go one sort o motion, is if ilk ane o his 
twa Kgs had belingod to sindi y folk but (untie 
Oeoige could take him ill I lawly- ] h is 1 iL»cd 
to laugh to scp Geoigi gang hi]> hop like him * 
dmna ktn, I flunk 1 laughed lieaitifr then 1 
than what I do now, though maybe no just sao 
imickle * 

‘And who was Gentle (fpoige « siid Jcaiin, 
eniefeivonimg to bung lu r buk to liei stoiy 
*0, he wis liooidit lloboitsiiij yo kcn,\vhen 
he was in Edinbiugh but fhats no his light 

S ame neithei —11 is name is But what is youi 

usiness wi his name^ sud she, as if upon 
auddoitl roeolh i tion ‘ W h it hai e yo to do ask 
Ing for folk s 11 lines f “Hive yt i mind I should 
my knife bcLWccn your iihs, as my mothci 

^ l^tthis was spoken with i men icing tone and 
Jtanie hastintd to j lottst hii total lu 
SmiB^LO of puiposi lu the ac cldc lit il question 
fwhieh tthe had asked, ui I M icJ^^ Wildtnc went 
0tt Jitmbwhat pacifieil 

V ^ITeve? ask folk s names Jcanie— it snocivil — 

} ha0 Boeu half a-dozeu o folk in my mothei s at 
and ne*«tr ane a’ them oa d the itbei by his 
name , and Jiaddy Batton says, it is the most 
[bncinl thing ho> beeause tho bailie bodiea 




, ^ yd'rtV 

m a inan> or a nlaii| and tf yf mnhiJtw 
then names, ye keh there eah haM 
about it.* 

‘In what strange school,’ thought to 
hci self, ‘has this poor creature bOea bM Up, 
when such i emote piocautions are taken Acamst 
the puismts ot ]ustieo ? AVhat would mV rathel* 
01 Keuben Butler think if I weie to toil them 
thcio die sie folk in the woiM^ And WahUse 
the simplicity of this demented oxoafcuveJ O' 
that I woic but safe at hamc an ang mine a!Hi leal 
ind tiuc i>co}>lc f and 1 11 bless Goa, while IhsYs 
bicith that ])la(ed mo amongst those wh^ hre 
in las loai, and under the shadow of his woUg ' 

She was iiitrniiptod by the msahe laugh of 
Mulgc Wildliic, as she saw a magpie hop acToss 
the path 

“*te thcit * —that was the gait my anld loo 
used to Cl 038 tho countiy, but no just sae lightly 
— lu liadna wnigs to hcl]> las auld legs, I tlow p 
but I behoved to have mainrd him for a’ that, 
leauie, oi niy mother wad hac been the dead 

0 me But then e imo in the story of mV p6oi 
bum, and my mother thought he wad be aeaved 
wi its skilling and slic pat it away in below tho 
bit bouiock ot tmf yonder lust to be out o* ^he 
gate , and 1 tiank slic buried my best wits wfth 
It for I have ntvei been just mysoT sinoe And 
only think, Toaiiu after my mother had been 
at a tluso pains, tiic auld doited body Jolinny 
Drottle turned u]i his nose, and wadna hao aUght 
to say to me ’ But it s little 1 care for him, for 

1 haie led a mony life ever since, and no'nr a 
hraw gc ntlcman looks at mo but ye wad tlimk 
h< w IS gaun to drop off his hoi sc for meie love 
of mo I haio ken cl some o them put their 
hand in then pocket and gic me as muokle as 
sixpence at i time, just for my weel fautod faee * 

Ihis spcieh ga\o Teanio a daik insight into 
Midgns histoiy She had been courted by a 
wealthy suitor, whoso addi esses her mother had 
favoured, notw itlistanding the objection of old age 
iiid deformity She had been seduced by some 
piofligate, and, to conceal hci shame and pro 
mote the advantageous match she had planned, 
lu 1 mother had nut hesitated to dostioy the off 
spiing of their intrigue Thai the consequence 
should bo the totil derangement of a mind which 
was constitutionally unsettled by giddiniSs and 
laiiity, was extremely natural , and such was, 
m fact, the histoiy of Madge Wildfire's insanity. 


CHAFFER XXX. 

So free from danger, free fiom fear 

Ihey crossed th< court -right glad they wwe 

ChristabAI 

Pursuing the path winch Madge had chosen, 
Jcanie Deans observed, to her no smaU delight, 
that maiks of more cultivation appeared, and the 
^hatched roofs ot houses, with thofr blue MpOke 
arising m little columns, weie seen embodied 
in a tuft of trees at some distaneU* Tlie tMk 
led in that direction, and Jeame, ts* 

solved, while Madge ooi^tiutied it, tShaifi 

she would ask her no questioua ; had the 






. /o, tiwt by doing do aM i»|i 

be]* guide, or awak^mg 
1 M^jiriii!i ^picssions of whioh uertous 
li;|yiottl^ etate of mmd are particu- 

Of thoroibre, unintcnupted, 'went on with 
j mw, diiyointcd chat which hei ramblirg im 
iB(guiatlOQ. suggested , a mood in which she was 
tnote commnnK it-ive i expecting her own 
histOiTy and that of otu is, than when there was 
auy attempt made, by diiect queries or cross 
exatpiuations, to extract information on these 
s^^lneots. 

*lt's a queer thing,’ slio said, ‘but wliihs I 
can alpeak about the bit baiiii i.nd the rest of it, 
jiwt as if it had been another body s, and no iny 
am ! and whiles 1 am like to bioak niy hcait 
about it. — Had you ever a b iiin, Jeanic i * 

Jeamo replied in the negative 
‘ Ay , but your sister had, though — and I ken 
Mrhat came o’t too ’ 

*In the name of heaienly mtity, said Jcanie, 
foigetting the lino of conduct which she had 
hltheito adopted, ‘tell me what became of tint 

l^nfortonate oabe, and 

Madge stopped, looked at her grively and 
fixedly^ and tnon broke into a gieat ht of liugli 
ing— ‘Aba, lass, — eateh me if >ou can — I tliink 
it's eaey to gar you tiow ony thing — How suld I 
ken ony thing o* your sister s wcaii < Lisses suld 
bae naething to clo w i’ we uis fill they aio m mud 
— and then a* the gossips and cuinincis come in 
and feaat as li itweie the blithest daym the 
i^aild. —They say maidens bairns aiew eel guided 
t wot that wa^na tiue ol }oui tittio s and mine , 
but these are sad tales to tell — I maun just smg 
a bit to keep up my heart — Its a sang that 
Oentlo George made on uie hug syne, when I 
wont with him to Lockinglon wake, to see him 
act upon a stage, m hue clothes, with the playei 
folk. He might liao dune w lui than manicd 
mo- that night as he pioraised -better wed oicr 
the mtxen* as oiti the moor, as they say in 
Vor]pihire*-^hc mi> gang faithei and fare warn 
• — but that’s a aue to the sang — 

I tn Msdfi^e of the CDunlrj . I m M » kc ef the towi , 
And 1 ttl Madce of the lid I im blitnesr tJ own — 
The Lady of B eever in diamonds nuy shine, 

But has not a heart half so lightsome as mine 

I am queen of the wake and I m I 'id> of M 13 
And I load the blithe ring louiul the M i> polt t j d »> 
Ihe wildfire that fli hes 4,0 fur and so free 
Wa^ never so brig it or so lionme as me 

‘ I like that the best 0 a my sangs,* eon tinned 
th^ ‘because h niaiu it 1 am often 

^nijUitg it, and thit s nia>li the reason folk ei 
lyt^Uadge Wildfiic 1 lyp answei to the n uuc 
i^qngb it*s no my am, foi what s the use of 
ittMmUg tl fa^h ? ’ 

shoiildna sing upon the Sihbath, at 
leiist,' said Jsame, who, amid all her distiiss and 
anxiety, ouuld not help being scandih/td at tlic 
of hoi eomi>amon, espcciflllj as they 
noyf approached near to the little vilUgc 
‘ 4 yl is ibis Sunday said Madj^ ‘My 
her lojf^ sio a life, wi’ tuining night into 


Ahbmei! 
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ng better wed a neigbbcAir 
a^Mlicen dun|^ 
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day. iM mnt o‘ tho days o’ the 

week, And didha Sunday liao’^ Saturday. 
Besides, it^s a* yAor Whirry— in England, folk 
smg« when they hkc —Alia then, ye ken, jou 
aio Cliiistiana and 1 am Mercy— and yo ken, as 
they went on the ir w ay, they sang ’—And she im- 
mediatdy rnsed one (>1 John liun^an’s ditties. — 

He th It IS cl wii need feir no fall 
Hi. tl It 1 1 w n pids, 
lie th t I himlle e\er shall 
Hi\c C it be 1 IS guid 

I 111 < s t-> tl 1 utlun IS 
1 li It L. n I il tim e 
Hut litilt aid hill ifiti Uis 
Is best fr ni af, to g * 

And do ye ken limit I think theies much 
tiiith ill til it 1 00k, tilt IMguiii s I’logiess Iho 
hoy Hut sings tint “ong w is ficdmghis fathci s 
shicp m the \ illo> ot Humiliation, and Ml. 
(jie it hcait siys Hut hi Inid \ 111111111 life, 
and had nioic ot the Juib t illcd lit aits case in 
Ills liosom, thin they llntwcai bilk and velvet 
like me, and aic is boniiic is I am ’ 

Tcanie I)i ins had iie'ici 11 id tin fanciful and 
delightful jiarahlc to which Midge alluded, 
Bimyan w is, indied, a iigid ( ah 1111st, but then 
he was also i incmbii of i Baptist coiigic gallon# 
so that ins woiks had no plate on Davicf Ikaub’s 
shelf of dninity Mtdgc, howoici, at soUio 
time of h(i life had Iccii well acquainted, as 
it appealed, with tho most populii of his j)et< 
foiinanccs, which indeed 1 iitly luls to make a 
deep impussioii upon childicn, and ijcoplo of 
the low Cl lank 

‘ I am suu, she conlinmd, ‘ I may weel say I 
am eomc out of tho city of l)t tiuctioU, lor my 
inothei IS Mis Bats lycs, Hut dwcllb at Dead* 
mans conic i , 0 id liiuk Levitt and Tybuui 
Tam, they nuy lx likened to Mistrust and 
Guilt, that eimi gino]»ing u]), and stiiuk the 
Xiooi ]ulgrim to the giouiid wiHi a gicat club, 
and stole a bag of silvci, whieh was most of Ins 
spinding inonf'\ and so hi\c they done to 
miny, and will do to nion Bui now we wiH 
gang to the IiiUi] lotu s h nisc loi I ken a iiyin 
that will 1 ) 1 1\ Hu IiitfipetiT light w eel, for ho 
has eyes lilted up to lie iien, the best of books 
m lus lund, the liw of tiiUh uiitteii on bis lips, 
and he st inds as if lie pie ultd wi men. — 0 > if 
1 liid nunded what he lud said to mo, I had 
nuei been tho eastiway cKatine that I am » 
But it IS all oM i now — Buf we 11 knock at th 6 
giti , ind thill tho keepoi will admit Chnstiaua, 
hilt Me rev will be 1 ft out— and then TH stand 
at the door, liembliiig and eiying, and then 
Chiistiiua thats you, Jeame will intoicedo 
foi me , and then Meiey - thats me, yo ki»n — 
will faint , iiid then the Intel pietci — yes, tho 
Intel prctfi, thats lilr Staunton himself-rW ill 
come out and tike me- Huts ^>001, lost, do** 
mented mo — by tho hand, and give mo a pome- 
gianatc, and a pie re of honeyiomb, and a small 
bottle of spiiits, to stay my fainting- and then 
the good times will tome back again, and we’ll 
bo Ibo Impimst folk you evtr saw * 

In tbo midst of tho confused assemblage rf 
ideas mdicat<»d in Hus speech, Jtanio thoimht 
«ho ®awr a serious puipose on tho part of Madge, 
to oud^vottr to obtaiU the pardon and counton ^ 
anoo ol ptam nno wkom alio had offbndcd , an 
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iMilbiMiiEtu the most likdy of all others to bnng 
1 oucov mW into contact with law aud legal 
^ usoteetion. She thercfuio resolved to bo guided 
^ % her while sho was in so hopoftil a disposition, 
and act for her own safety according to circum- 
stances. 

They wore now close by the \illage, one of 
those beautiful hcenos wlii« h arc so olton found 
in merry England, where the cottage-s, instead 
of being built in two direct lines on each side of 
a dusty high-road, stand in detached groujis, 
interspersed not only with laigo oaks and elms, 
but with fruit- trees, so many of wliich were at 
this time in iiouiish, that the gi-ovc seciued en- 
amelled with their crimson and white blossoms. 
In the cciitio of the hamlet stood the jiaiish 
church, and its little (Jothic tower, from which 
at nroscut was hear«l the Huiuhiy chime of 
bollH. 


* We will wait heie until iht folk aio a’ in the 
church — they ea’ the knk a cliuicli in England, 
Jennie, be sure you mind that foi if 1 was gjiuu 
foi'W'am amaiig them, a’ the g>tes o’ ho;vh and 
lasses wad he eiyiiig at Madge Wildtiic’s tail, 
the little heil-rakeis ' and the beadle would ho 
os hard iijioii us as it it was our fault. I like 
their skirling as ill as lie does, I can tell luin ; 
I’m sure 1 oiten wush theie was a hot ]KMt 
douii their throats when they set them iii> that 
gait.’ 

Conscious of the disorderly apjiearance of her 
owm dress after the aclveninre of the ]»reeeding 
night, and of the grotesque liahit and demeanour 
of her guide, and sensildo how important it was 
to secure an attentive and patient audieuee to 
her strange story from some one who might 
have the means to pioteet her, Jeanio readily 
acquiesced in Madge’s pioposal to lest under the 
trees, hy which they w ore still somewhat screened, 
until the eonimenoeinont of service should give 
them au oj^jort unity of ciiteiiug the hamlet 
without attract iiig a crowd around them. She 
made the less iqiposition, that Madge had inti- 
mated that this was not the village wheie her 
mother was in custody, and that the two squires 
of the pad were absent in a different direction. 

She sat herself down, theioforo, at the foot 
of an oak, and by the assistance of a jilaeid foun- 
tain, which had been dammed up for tlio use of 
the village! s, and wdiic^ seired her as a natuial 
miiTor, s^ie began— no unconimon thing with a 


Scottish maiden of licr rank — to ariange her 
toilette ill the o]icn nir, and miiig licr diess, 
soiled and disordiied as it was, info such order 
as the place and tiicumstauecs admitted. ' 

She soon perceived lei^on, however, to rogi’ct 
that she had set about this task, however decent 
aiid neees^ry, iii the jireseiit time and society. 
Ilfedge Wildfire, who, among other indications 
of insanity, had a most overweening opinion of 
charms, to which, m fact, slie had owed 
li^ misery, and w’hoso mind, like a raft upon a 
was agitated and driven about at laudoiu 
byaaeji fresh impulse, no sooner beheld Jeanie 
h^ln io arrange licr hair, place her bonnet in 
ttib the dust from her shoes and clothes, 
'aM^USt her tt'eoh-handkerehiof and mittens, and 
an foTthu than with imitative zeal she began to 
out with shreds and 
of Btwryi which i&e took out 


of a Qttla htmdte, Imd whi^ wheh disposed 
around her peteon, tuade her app^Araueo ten 
times more itottotio and apish than it had been 
before. 

Jeanie groaned in spirit, but dared not inter- 
fere in a matter so delicate. Aoross the man’s 
cap or riding hat wliich she wore, MadgSKplaocd 
a broken and soiled white feather, iutei'SeCted 
with one which liad been shed from the train of 
a peacock. To her dress, which was a kind of 
liding-hahit, she stitched, jiinned, and ot]ier<» 
wise seiMiied, a laige fui below of artiiicial flowers, 
all erush(‘d, wrinkled, and diity, which had at 
first bedecked a lady of (uiality, then descended 
to her Abig.iil, and dazzled the ininatoa of the 
servants’ hall. A tawdiy scaif of yellow silk, 
ttimmed with tinsel aiui spangles, wliich had 
seen as hard sei vice, and boasted as honourable 
a tranemission, was next Hung over one shoulder, 
and fell acioss Iht jieisou in the manner of a 
shoulder-belt or baldiick. Madge then stripped 
off the coal so, oidiiiary shoes which she wore, 
and replaced them hy a pair of diity satin ones, 
spangled and cmbroideierT to match the scarf, 
and lurnished w^ith veiy high heels. She had 
cut a willow switch iu lier morning’s walk, 
almost as long as a boy’s fishing-rod. This she 
s(jt herself seriously to ]>ool, and when it was 
transformed into such a w'and as the Treasurer 
or Higli Steward bi'ars on public ooeasioiis, she 
told .loaiiie that she tlioiight they now looked 
decent, as young women should do upon the 
Sunday morning, and tb.it, as the liells had 
done ringing, sho was willing to conduct her to 
the Interpreter’s house. 

Jeanie sighed heavily, to think it should 1>o 
hor lot oil the Loid’s day, and dining kirk -time 
too, to yiaiade the stieot of an inhabited village 
with so xeiy grotesque a conn ado ; but necessity 
had no law’ll since, without a juKsitive (juarrel 
with the madwoman, which, in the circum- 
stances, would have been veiy luiadyisahle, she 
could see no means of sliaking lieiseli free of her 
'ocicty. 

As for poor Madge, sho was ( oinpletely elated 
with personal vanity, and the most perfect satis- 
faction coitccining hei own dazzling dress and 
superior .ajipcaiaiiee Tliey entered the hamlet 
without being ob^crvTd, exee]»t by one old 
wom.in, who, being luaily ‘ liigh-gravcl blind,’ 
was only coustions that something very fine and 
glittering was ])assing hy, and dropped as deep 
a reverence to Madge as she W'ould have done 
to a coimtess. This filled u]> the measure of 
Madge's self - approbation. Sho minced, she 
ambled, she smiled, she simpered, and waved 
Jeanio Deans forward with the oondesoensiou 
of a noble chaperone , who has imdert^en the 
eliargo of a country miss on her first journey to 
the capital. 

Jeanie followed in patience, and with her eyes 
fixed on the ^ound, that she might save her- 
self the mollification of seeing her oot&penlon’a 
absurdities; but blie started when, asoeiii^Ug 
two or three steps, she found heteeU ig the 
churchyard, and saw that Madge was making 
straight for the door of tho ohureh. Ae . 
liad ho mind to enter the congr^a^ion in sdeh 
company, she walked aside from the pathway, 
aud said iu a decided tone. * MkiliMi. T will Wiut 
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conwis ottt«<.y6u my go in 
by yottrpetf if jrou bavo a mind*^ 

As <dia Bpoka thm'"^orda, she was abouf to 
ssat Wself tt;^on (me of the ^'ave&tones. 

Hadge was a little belore Jeaiiie when she 
tvu^ued aside ; but, sufldeiily changing her course, 
she fdliowod her with long strides, and, with 
every feature inflamed ^vith passion, oveitook 
and seized her by the enn. ‘Do ye think, ye 
ungratefu’ wretch, thai I iini gaun to let you sit 
donft upon my fathei’s giavo? The dcil settle 

? e doun, if ye dinna use and come into the 
nter]rt’©ter’8 house, that’s the house of (lod, wi’ 
in<^ but ril rive every dud aff your hack ' ’ 

She adapted the action to the phrase ; for 
with one clutcli she stiipped Jeanie of lier straw 
bottuet and a handful of her hair to boot, and 
threw it up into an old yew -tree, where it stuck 
fast, Joanie’s first impulse was to scream, but 
Donceiving she might recohe deadly harm bcfoie 
she could obtain the assistance ot any one, not- 
withstanding the vicinity of the elnii'ch, she 
thought it wiser to follow the niadwoinan into 
the congregation, whoiu she might lind some 
means of escape fiom her, or at least ho secured 
against her viohuioe. lUit when she meekly in- 
timated her consent to tollow^ M.ulge, her guide’s 
uncertain brain had caught another tiain of 
ideas. She hold Jeanie fast with one liand, 
and with the other iioiutcd to the inncriiition 
on rhe gravestone, and commanded her to read 
it. Jeanie obeyed, and iea»l these words : — 

*Tins Monument was kri rn d io fhl Mfmory 
OV DONSLDMuRDOCIvSONOI rHEKlN<,SXX\l.,OR 
CAMBRONIAN A SINCIRL CHRISTIAN, 

A BRAVE SOUnil K, AND A 1 \ITHr UI SERVANT, BY 
HIS GRATirUU AND SORROWING MasTLR, RoBERT 

Staunton.’ 

*It’B very^’eel read, Jeanie ; it’s just the veiy 
words,’ said Madge, whoso ire liad now faded into 
deep melancholy, and with a step which, to 
Jeanie’s great joj^, was unoominonly quiet and 
•mournful, she led her eomjianioii tow aids the 
door of the church. 

It was one of those old-fashioned Gothic paiish 
churches which aio fiequeiit in England, the 
most cleanly, docent, and ie\eicn1ial nlaies of 
worship that are, pci haps, aiijwhcio to he found 
in the Christian woild. Vet, notwithstanding 
the decent solemnity of its exterioi, Jeanie was 
too faithful to the directory ot the Pieshyterian 
kirk io have entered a i«'elatie jilace of w'orship, 
and would, upon any other occasion, have thought 
that she beheld in the porch the venerable li^iro 
of her father waving her back from the entrance, 
and pronouncing in a solemn tone, ‘Cease, my 
ohUd» to hear the insiruetion which caiiseth to err 
fVom the words of knowledge. ’ But in licr present 
a^tating and alarming situation, she looked for 
, safsty to tbif^ forbidden place of assembly, as the 
himtiod stnimal will sometimes seek shelter from 
immioint danger in the human habitation, or in 
other places of refuge most alien to its nature 
and habijn. IQ'ot oven the sound of the organ, 
and4>f ono or two flutes which accompanied the 
Mlmody, prevented her from following her guide 
adto the ebisneel of the olmi'ch* . 


KO soonhif had Madge put her foot upon tl^e 
pavement, and become sensible that she was the 
object of attentjdn to the spectators, than she 
resumed all the faiitastio extravagance of doport* 
ment which some transient touoh of melanonoly 
liad banished for an instant. She swam rather 
than walked up the centre aisle, diagging Jeanie 
after her, whom she held fast by thchana. She 
would, indeed, have fain sli])pod aside into the 
pew nearest to the dom, and leit Madge to ascend 
in her own manner and alone to the high plao^ 
of the synagogue ; but this w as inqwssible, without 
a degiee ot \ iolent rcsistdiuM*, w liieh Kcemed to her 
iiieonsistcut with the time and idai e; and she was 
accordingly led in captivity u]> the whole length 
of the church by her grotesque conductress, who, 
with half-shut eyes, a piiin smile iq>ou her lips, 
and a iiiincing motion with her hands, which 
corresponded with the dedicate and aliccted pace 
at which she was pleased to mo\e, seemed to take 
the general stare of the congregation, which such 
an exhibition necessarily excited, as a liigh com- 
pliment, and wdiieh she leturiied nods and half- 
curtseys to individuals amongst the audience, 
whom she seemed to distinguish as acquaintances. 
Her absurdity was enlianctd in the eyes of the 
spectatois, by the stiango contrast wdiich she 
loniied to her compaiiiou, wlio, with dishcvelleci 
hair, downcast e>cs, and a face glowing with 
shame, was dragged, as it were, in triumph after 
her. 

Madge’s airs w’ere at length fortunately cut 
short by her encoiuitcnng in her progi css the looks 
of the clergyman, wdio fixed upon her a glance, at 
once steady, (compassionate, and admonitory. She 
hastily ojieiied an cinptv pew which linpp(*ned to 
be near her, and entered, dragging in Jeanie after 
her. Kicking Jcaiiic on the shins, by w^ay of hint 
that she should follow her example, she sunk her 
head iiiioii her hand for the sjiace of a minute. 
Jeanie, to whom this posture ot mental devotion 
was entirely new, did not attempt to do the like, 
hut looked round her with a bewildered stare, 
which her neighbours, judging from tlie company 
in whicli they saw her, very natmally ascribed 
to insanity. Eveiy person in their immediate 
vicinity drew hack from this cxtraordinaiy couple 
as far os the limits of their ])ew permitt(»l ; but 
one old man could not get. beyond Madge’s reacli, 
eie she had snalclied tin* ])ruyei-book ftom his 
hand, and ascertained the lesson of the day, She 
then turned ii]> the litual, and, with the most 
overstrained euthusiaHm of gesture and manlier, 
showed Jeanie the passages as they were read in 
the service, making, at the same time, her own 
res])OU8es so loud as to be heard above those of 
every other jierson. 

Notv/ithstanding the shame and vexation 
which Jeanie felt in lieiug thus exposed in a 
place of worship, she could not and durst not 
omit rallying her spirits so as to look around her, 
and consider to whom she ought to appeal for 
protection so soon as the service shoula po..con- 
eluded. Her first ideas naturally fixed Upon the 
clergman, and she W’^as oonfirm^ in the 
tion m observing that ho was an aged gentlemaii, 
of a dignified appearance and deportm^Ui who 
read the service with an undisturbed and ^oent 
gravity, whifh brou^t back to beoomifig atten- 
tion members -of thti isongr^gatiou 



by the cxtravagf^nt be* 
iKlW of ^a4go Wildfire To the oloigyxheo, 
Jesnie loeolved to make her ap|>eal 
when thoierviooTias o\eN , , 

ti le true she felt disjtosod to be shocked at hi*9 
eunihoe, of which she had heard so much, but 
wliioh she had iitvei seen upon the pciboii of a 
preachoi of the woid Tlion she was confused by 
the change of postal c adopted in dificicut pails 
of the ritual, the more so as Madge Wildfire, to 
whom they seemed famiiiai , took the oppoi tunit> 
to exeicise authoi ity o v 1 1 he i pulling nor up and 
pushing her down w ith a bustling assiduity w hu h 
deame telt must make tin in both the objects of 
painful attention ]3at, iiotwithslancling these 
prejudices, it was liei piudont lesolution, in this 
dilemma, to unit itc as ik iily as she could wlnt 
was done aiound lior 1 ho pi oidiot she llimighl 
permitted Niamau tin Syiun to bow t\ ii in 
the house ol Rimiuon fauioly if 1, in this 
Btieight, woiship th( tiod of iny fithris m mint 
own language, although th lunmi thc'icol 1 3 
etfange to mo the Loid will paidon me in this 
thing 

In this resolution she became so much i m 
firmed, that, withdi iwiiig he i self fiom Madge as 
far as the pew jiormittcd, she endcaAoiiicd to 
evince, by serious iiid compose d attention to w h it 
was passing, that her mind wis composed to 
devoPtipn Hei toiinentoi would not long hi\o 
immitted hci ti icmuii (pint, but fatigue o\er 
poweied hci, and she fell Ust asleep in the othei 
comer of the pew 

Jeanio, though lur mind in hei own desmto 
sometimes io\ cited to hei situation compelled 
beiself to give ittc ution to i seiisibU cncigc tic 
and well composed discoui'ic upon the pri tical 
doetimcs of Uu*istianity whidi she could not 
help s)>pioung ilthough it was e\ciy woid 
WUtten down lid icad by the pieiclui, and 
although it was ddiv jeel in a tone and gestmc 
very ciiffeient fi im those of lioinoigcs Stoim 
hea\en, who w is lui fitliu s fivoiuiti ]uei lui 
The seiious anl pla id itlcntirii with wliidi 
Jeauie list md 111 not n^ie tlin ilcig>iniii 
Madge Wildhie enti in < hal undue I him 
appiehousno ot some distuibiiK , to jnovidt 
a^inst which as 1 u as ]) 0 bsil h , he often tuiiicd 
hi^eyes to the jwit of the chiiich wheie Jc iiiic 
and she w( i e ])1 ic eel, and became soon aw u o that 
although the loss of liei he id gcai and tin 
awkwvidiKss of hci sitiiitioii Jiid gniii an uii 
common and aiiMOiis iii to lie fcituies of the 
foimei, yet dii w is m i stito of mind veiy 
different from that of hei lompaiiion "W hon lie 
dismissed the con 'legation hi obsmed ber 1 x k 
around with i w ibl and ton itn d loc k, a if nm ei 
tarn what course she o ight to id ijit, and notie ed 
that she appioichid one oi two bf the most 
ddOont of the congi egati »ii as il to addii ss them 
imd thou bhnmk bw k f imidl> on ol)s< i \ mg th it 
tnOy seemed to shun ind to aieid hei The 
, oletgyinan was sitistied tlieu mu t be something 
uy in all this in 1 isabnie igluii nnn, I 
ss^vbll a$ ft good Ihnstuu ]ustoi he usohed to 
ihqmiQ into 4;he matter moio minutely 


—There govenuMl in tb«l 
A stem, stout ^orl-^ onigfy 

Whit i Mr Staunton, lor such was 
ekigvnian b name, was laying aside hts 
the \cstiy, Jcanio was in the act of coming ttv aft 
open iiipture with Madge 

Wo must rctuin to Mummer’s baindirOQtly»^ 
s lid M lelge , 'well be ower late, and my 
will bo angiy * 

' 1 im not going back with you, wnd 

JeauK , taking out a guinea, aiief offeimgit to bar ; 

' 1 im mu( h obliged to you, but 1 maun ganig my 
am loid 

'Anl nu coming i this way ofit o* my gat® 
1 / isuio you, ye ungi itetu cutty,* anSSTered 
M idgi ' lud me to bi bi lined by my mother 
when I ging hamc and a foi your sake 1 — ^But I 
will gu yt as gool 

'loi (u)(l sikc * said Jeanic to a man who 
stood beside them, 'keep lici oft > — sho is mad*’ 

‘ 1 y, ey insw e i ed the booi , ‘ I hae some guefius 
of that ind 1 flow tliou be st a bud of the aamo 
feather — [low some vci, Madge, I lodd thco koep 
hind oil lioi, 01 I se loud thee a whistei poop ’ 

Sevciil ol the lowet cliss of the paiidhioncis 
now githiKcl lound the stringcis, and tlie ciy 
aiosi imoijg the bo\ s th it ' there was a-gomg to 
be a fit( b( tween mid Madgt Murdock^U ond 
anothei Ihss ol Bedlam* But while the fiy 
a^scmbhel with the humane hope of seeing as 
much of the fun as pobsiUc, the laced cooked hat 
ef the br idle w is disc ci nod among the ttiultf- 
tu h and all made w ly foi that person of awM 
autlioi ity Ills fust iddu ss was to Madge. 

' 'W h it s bi ought till e back again, thou siUy 
elonii >t to jligne tins paiish ? Hast thoU 
liouglit 011} moil bistuids wi thee to lay to 
honest nuns doois^ oi does then think to 
I uideii us w ith this goose, that s as gate biainoel 
IS thystl, as if i lies wen no up cnow? Away 
wi tliif to thy tlm f i f a mothei , she’s fast in 
tlio atiiks at Biikst m town end — Avffy wi^ 
V out o the piiisli, 01 I be at ye with the 
lat in ’ 

Mudgi s+ood sulky foi a minute , but she had 
been to > ottin t night submission to the beadle’n 
uitliofity by imgi iitlc means to feel courage 
cnougli to flispute it 

And my inothci -my jnur auld motbei — is 
m the stoiks it Baikston ’ — This m a’ youi 
wyti Miss Tcaiiie Deans bit I’ll be lIpBides 
wi \ )i ns sun as mv names Madge Wildfire 

1 infill Mill dock son Ood help me, I forget 
mv VI I y 1 ime in this eontuseil waste ’ 

So s lying, sh tinned upon her heel, and 
went oft, followed by all the mischievous imps 
of till villige, some ciyiiig, 'Madge, canst thou 
tell thy nimc yit«’ somi pulling the skirts of 
111 1 dll ss, and all to the best ol uieir ^ti^ngth 
mil inginuiti eveieisiug some hew dev;|Ce or 
otliei to cMspci itc hei into fien/y » 

Teiiiio saw her dcpaitiuo with mtinlte dsli^ht, 
though she wished that, in some mV or otSsr. 
sho could hue requited the ^ervioo Ibii^ 
oonfoired upon her. 

In dw Hi> ft# 


AlIl t. - .■■■■ 


to kx|0«g; whotj^t ikny house in, the 

viUa^ whore *‘She eould be civilly entertained 
for hot upiOhey, and wheilier she could be per- 
snitted to apOak to the clergyman ? ’ 

*A 7 ) A 7 » we^se ha’ reverend care on tlioc ; 
and f itihink/ answered the man of constituted 
authority, ‘that, unless thou answer the rector 
all the bettor, we’se sp^ro thy money, and gie 
thee lodging at the i>arish charge, young 
woman/ 

‘Where am I to go, tlien^’ said Joanie, in 
some alarm. 

, ‘Why, I am to take theo to liia re^prenee, in 
the first place, to gie an account o’ tliyscl’, and 
to see thou comcna to lie a burden upon tlie 
parish/ 

‘I do not wish to burden any one,’ replied 
Jeanie ; ‘ I have enough for my own wants, and 
only wish to get on my journey safely.’ 

‘Why, that's another matter,’ replied the 
beadle, ‘an if it bo true — and I Ihnik thou 
dost not look so poliumptious as thy jilayfellow 
yonder. — Thou wouldst be a mettle lass cnoiv, 
an thou wert snog and siiod a bit better. Come 
thou away, then — the rector is a good man/ 

‘Is that the minister,’ said Jeanic, ‘who 
preached * 

‘ The minister ? Lord lielj) thee ! What kind 
o’ Presbyterian art thou ?—Why, 'tis tlie rector 
—the rector’s sel’, woman, ami thcic isiia the 
like o' him in the county, nor the Jour next to 
it. Come away— away with thee- wo mauna 
bid^ here.* 

‘ I am sure I am very willing to go to see the 
minister,* said Jeanie ; ‘ for though he read his 
discourse, and wore that suiplice, as they call 
it here, 1 canna but think he must be a veiy 
worthy, God-fearing man, to preach the root of 
the matter in the way he did.^ 

The disappointed rabble, finding that there 
was like to pe no further sport, had 1 )y this time 
dismrsed, and Jeanie, with her usual patience, 
followed ^her consequential and surly, but not 
briital, conductor towards the rectory. 

Tbis olerical mansion was laigc and com- 
modious, for the living was an excellent one, 
and the advowsou belonged to a voiy w’calthy 
family in the neighbourhood, who had usually 
bred up a son or nephew to the church, for the 
sake of inducting him, as opportunity offered, 
into this very comfortable provision. In this 
masmer the rectory of Willmgliam had always 
been considered as a direct and immediate 
appaxMtge of Willingham Hall ; and as the rich 
baronets to whom the latter belonged had 
tunally a son, or brother, or nephew, settled in 
tbo living, the utmost care had been taken to 
reudev their habitation not merely rcspectablo 
an 4 commodious, but even digiiined and im- 
poeing. 

situated about four hundred yards from 
the VjdUge, and on a rising OTouiid which 8 lo])cd 
gently upward, covered with small enclosures, 
or doles, laid out irregularly, so that the old 
paka and ^Ims, which were planted in hedge- 
rows, ftU into perspective, and were blended 
tcgatliar in beautiful irregularity. When they 
apnfoaehad nearer to the house, a handsome 
gtttam adaaitted them iiUo a lawn, of narrow 
iitm^bna. Meed, but which was interspeiaed 


with large sweet* chestnut trees and beeches, 
and kept in handsome orden The front of the 
house was iiTegular. Part of it seemed very 
old, and had, in fact, been the residence of the 
incumbent in Homish times. Successive occu- 
])ants bad made conhiderablo additions and 
impiovcmoiits, cacb in the taste of his own age, 
and wit limit much icgard to symmetiy, fiiit 
tlicsc incongruities of arclulectiu-e were SO 
gradualod and ba]))>ily mingled, that the eye, 
lar fiom being displeased witb tbe combinations 
of various styles, saw nothing but wdiat was 
interesting in tlie varied and intricate pile which 
they disiniyed. Fruit-trees displayed on the 
soiitheiu wall, outer staircases, various places of 
entrance, a combination of roofs and chimneys 
of diifeient ages, united to render the front, not 
indeed bcaiitiJul or giaiid, but intricate, per- 
plexed, or, to use Mr. Price’s ajmropriate phrase, 
picturesque. The most (onsidcrable addition 
was that of the present iC(tor, who, ‘being a 
bookish man,’ as the beadle was at tbe pains to 
inform Jcanic, to augment, poibaps, her rover- 
eiicc for the jieison before wliom she was to 
appear, had built a handsome libroiy imd 
jiailour, and no less than two additional bM^* 
rooms. 

‘ Mony men W'oiild liao senii>lcd such expense,* ^ 
continued the i>arocliial oiKccr, ‘seeing as the 
living imm go as it i>lcases Hir Kdimiiid to will 
it ; but bin icvcrcncc has a canny bit land of 
his ow'ii, and need not look on tw^o sides of a 
penny/ 

Jeanic could not belj) comparing the irreffular 
yet extensive and eonimodiouH })ilo of building 
before her to the ‘ manses ’ in her own country, 
where a set of ])enuiious heritors, professing all 
the while the devotion of their lives and foilunes 
to the Presbyterian establislimcTit, strain their 
inventions to discover what may be nipped, and 
clipped, and x>aied fiom a building which forms 
but a poor accommodation even for the present , 
inciimlient, and, dcsjiite the sujierior advantage 
of stone-masonry, must, in the course of forty 
or fifty yeans, again Inirdcii their descendants 
with an expense, wliicli, once liberally and 
handsomely employed, ought to have freed 
their estates from a rccurreiiee of it for more 
than a century at least. 

Behind the rcctoi’s house the ground sloped 
dowm to a small river, which, without ^tossessing 
the romantic vivacity and rapidity of a northeni 
stream, was, iicverthelcss, by its occadimal 
appearance through the ranges of willows and 
poplars that crowned its banks, a very pleasing 
accompaniment to tlio landscape. ‘It was the 
best troiiiing stream,’ said the beadle, whom the 
])atiencc of Jeanie, and especially the assurance 
that she was not about to become a burden to 
tbe parish, had rendered rather communicative, 

‘ the best troutiiig stream in all Lincolnshire ; 
for when you got Tower, there was nought to bo 
done wi’ fly-fishing.’ 

Turning aside from the principal, entrance, 
he conducted Jeanie towards a sort of nortal 
opnnected with the older part of the building, 
which was cbieflv occupied by servants; ana, 
knooking at the ooor, it w^as opened by a servant 
in live^, 0Hoh as befitted a vrealthy 


tvj yMisy /^r£is 


, ’SW < ’ 

‘How dost do, Tumiuaar said llio Iwodle— 
^AUd how's yomi^ Mcdbtor Staunton f* 

MVhy, biifc pool ly -hut poorly, Moaster 
Stubbs. —Arc }ou waiitiug to sco liis lovcrcnce^' 
‘Ay, ay, Turn mas ; ph'aso to say I ha’ bron^'ht 
up the yoiinf( ^^omall as came to scivico to-day 
with mad Madge Murdocksoii she scctns to be 
a deoeutish koind o’ body ; but I ha’ asked her 
never a question. Only I can tell his reverence 
that she is a Scotchwoman, 1 judge, and as flat 
as the fens of Holland.’ 

Tttmmas honoured Jeanie Deans with such a 
stare as the panipeied domestics of the lieli, 
whether spiritual or lempoTvil, usually esteem 
it part of theii privilege to bestow uj)on the 
poor, and then desired Mr. Stiiblis and liis 
charge to step in till he informed his master of 
their prts' neo ^ | 

Tlie room into which he showed them was a 
sort of steward’s pailour, hung with a county 
map or two, and thieo oi four 2>nuts of eminent 
persons connected with the rounty, as Sii 
william Monson, James Yoik the blacksmith 
of Lincoln,* and the famous Peiegrino, Loid 
Willoughby, in comj)Ieto annoui, looking as 
when he said, in the w'ords of the legend below 
the engraving, — 

Stand to it, nv)blu pikemen, 

And f.ice > e w oil .xbout ; 

And shoot yt sharp, bold bounief, 

And we will ketp them out. 

Yc musquet and men, 

Do you p?ove tiue to me, 

ril be th( foremost man in fiqht, 

Said brave Lord Willoughbtc. 

When they had entered this a2>artment, 
Tnmmas as a uialtti of com so otfcicd, dibl as a 
matter of course Mr Stubbs accc])tcd, a ‘.sum mat’ 
to oat and diiuk, being the icsiiectable lelics of 
a gammon of bacon, and a ir/io/c wIiihIhi, or 
black pot of Bulhcientf double ale. To these 
eatables Mr. Beadle seriously inclined himself, 
and (for wo must do him justice) not w'ithout an 
invitation to Jeanie, in which Tumiuas joint d, 
that his luisoncr or charge would fojlow bus 
good example. But although she might have 
stood in need of refreshment, conaidciing she 
had tasted no food that day, the anxiety of the 
moment, her own sjiaring and abstemious habits, 
and a bashful aversion to eat mi comjiany of the 
two strangers, induced hc» to tlccliiio their 
courtesy. So she sat in a chair ajiait, while 
Mr. Stubbs and Mr. Tmumas, wlio liad clio.sen 
to join his fiiend, in considciation that diniiei 
was to be jmt back till after tlio afternoon 
service, made a heaity liiiiebeon, which lasted 
for half-an -hour, and might not then have con- 
cluded, bad not his leveience rung his bell, so 
that Tummas was obliged to attc ud his master. 
Then, and no sooner, to save liimself the labour 
of a second journey to the other end of the 
houfii^, ho announced to his master the ai rival of 
Mr. Stubbs, with the other madwoman, as he 
chose to desimjiate Jeanie, as an event whicli had 
jnat taken fuace. He returned with an order 
thafc Mr, Stubbs and the youn|: woman should 
^be instantly usheyed up to the library. 

MW.—, 1..* 




I The beadle bolted in haste his last mouthful 
I oi fat bacon, washed down the greasy morm 
with the last rinsings of the pot of ale, ahd 
immediately luarshalled Jeanie through one or 
two intricate passages which led from the ancient 
to the more modern building, into a handsome 
little hall, oi' anteroom, adjoining to the library, 
and out of which a glass door opened to the 
lawMi. 

‘Stay here,’ said Stubbs, ‘ MU I tell his rever- 
ence yon ai e come. ’ 

So s,iying, he oi»encd a dooi and entered the 
library. 

Without wishing to hear their conversation, 
Jeanie, as she was eireumstaneod, could not 
avoid it ; for as Stubbs stood by the door, and 
his teveroiice was at the iqqier end of a largo 
loom, their c mveisation was necessarily audible 
in the a 11 ten >0111. 

‘ So you have brought the young woman heie 
ai last, Mr. Stubbs * I expected yon some time 
since. You know I do not wMsli such persons 
to remain in custody a moment without sonic 
iuejuiry into their situation.* 

‘Vciy time, your icverence,’ replied the 
beadle ; ‘ but the } oung woman had eat nought 
to-day, and so Mcjistei Tummas did set down a 
drap of diink, and a nioisel, to he sure.* 

‘Thomas was \eiy light, Mr. Stubbs; and 
what has become of the other most unfortunate 
being ** ’ 

' MMiy,’ lejJied Mr. Stubbs, ‘ 1 did think tlie 
sight on her would but vex your reverence, and 
soa I did let lier go hei w^ays back to her mother, 
who is in tionble in the next paiish.‘ 

‘In tioublc that signifies in prison, 1 8 Ul>- 
posc ' ’ said Mr. Staunton. 

‘ Ay, truly ; something like it, an it like your 
ic\eieme.’ 

‘Wi etched, unhappy, incorrigible woman!* 
said the cleigyman. ‘And what sdrt of person 
is this companion of heis f ’ 

*AVhy, decent enow, an it like y 6 ur rever- 
ence,* said Stiib))s ; ‘for aught I sees of her, 
thcie’s no harm of liei, and she says she has 
cash enow to carr} Iier out of the county.* 

* Ca.sli ! that is always what you think of, 
Stubbs. — But, has she sense ? — ^has she her wits ? 
— has .she the caj)aeity of taking care of herself?' 

* Why, your reverence,’ replied Stubbs, ‘ I 
cannot just say— I will be sworn she was not'* 
bom at Witt-hain;t for Gaffer Gibbs looked 
at her all the time of service, and ho says, she 
could not turn up a single lesson like a Chris- 
tian, even thougli she had Madge Murdockson 
to help her — but then as to fending for hersel', 
why, she’s a bit of a Scotcli woman, your rover^ 
dice, and they say the woist donnot of them 
can look out for their own turn-»-and she is 
decently put on enow, and not bechounohed 
like t’other.’ 

‘ Send her in here, then, and do you remain 
below, Mr. StnlJis.* 

This collotiuy had engaged Jcanie*s atWtidu 
80 deeply, that it was not until it was over that 
she observed that the sashed door, whioli, we hav# 
said, led from the anteroom into the gardeUi WM 


t A pfovefbial and puftning exprsoBSoii in that 
tp intimMe that a person » not vwy 
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opened, and that there entered, or rather wad borne 
in by two assistants, a young man, of a very i)ale 
and sickly appearance, whom tiiey lifted to the 
nearest conch, and placed there, as if to recover 
from the fatigue of an unusual exertion. Just 
as they were making this arrangement, Stubbs 
oame out of the librai' , and suumioncd Jeanie 
to enter it. She olwycd him, not without 
tremor; for, besides the novelty of the situa- 
tion, to a girl of her socludod Imbits, she felt 
also as if the successful prosecution of her journey 
was to depend upon the impression she should 
be able to make on Mr. Staunton. 

It is true, it was dilficult to 8up])ose on what 
pretext a person travelling on her own business, 
and at her own cliarge, could be interrupted 
upon her route. But the violent detention she 
had already undergone, was sullicient to show 
that there existed persons at no great distance 
who hatl the interest, the inclination, and the 
audacity, forcibly to stop her journey, and she 
felt the necessity of having some countenance 
and protection, at least till she should get 
lipyond their reach. 'While these things jiassed 
through her mind, much faster than our 2)en 
and ink can record, or even the reader’s eye 
collect the meaning of its traces, Jeatiio found 
herself in a handsome liiiraiy, and in presence 
of the rector of Willingham. The well-furnished 
presses and shelves v liidi surrounded the largo 
and handsome apartment, contained more books 
than Jeanie imagined existed in the world, lieing 
accustomed to consider as an extensive collection 
two fir shelves, each about three feet long, uliich 
contained her father’s treasured volumes, the 
whole 2)itli and marrow, as lie used sometimes 
to boast, of modern divinity. An orrery, globes, 
a telescope, and some other scientific implements, 
convoyed to Jeanie an impression of admiration 
and woiidcr,,not uiimixed with fear ; for, in her 
ignorant apprehension, they scorned rather 
adapted for magical purposes than any other ; 
and a few stuffed animals (as the rector was 
fond of natural history) added to the imiiressive 
character of the ajiartmciit. 

Mr, Staunton spoke to her with great mild- 
ness. He observed that, although her ap]»ear- 
nnee at church had been uncommon, and in 
stmnge, and he must add, discreditable society, 
and calculated, iiimn flie whole, to disturb Ihe 
congregation during divine worship, he wished, 
nevertheless, to hear her own account of herself 
before taking any steps whicli his duty might 
seem to demand. He was a justice of peace, he 
informed her, as w^cll as a cleigyman. 

‘His honour’ (for she would not say bis 
reverence) ‘was very civil and kind,’ w’as all 
that poor Jeanie could at first bring out. 

*Who are you, young w'oman?’ said the 
clergyman, more peremptorily — ‘and what do 
you do in this country, and in such company ? — 
We allow no strollers or vagrants here.* 

*l am not a vagrant or a stroller, sir,’ said 
Jeanie, a little roused by the supposition. *1 
am a decent .Scots lass, travelling through the 
land on my own business and my own ejcpenses t 
and t was sc unhappy as to fal\ in with bad 
coimpany, and was stopped a’ night on my 
And this jptdr creature^ is eome^ 
Ibtng uffat^|edded, m m cut in the 


‘ Bad company I-' said the clergyman. ‘ I nni 
afmid, young woman, you ha\o not been suffi- 
ciently anxious to avoid them.' 

‘Indeed, sir,' re fumed Jeanie, *I have liceil 
brought ii]» to slum evil cumin iinication. But 
these wicked j>coj)le w’eic tliicvos,-and slop[)ed 
U'C by violence and masteiy.’ 

‘Thieves!’ said Mr. *Staunton ; ‘then you 
charge them with lobUMy, I sui>]»ohc 

‘No, bii ; they did not t.ike so much as a 
bodlo fiom me,* ans>veicd Jianie; 'nor did 
they use me ill, (dlicrwise Ilian by conliniiig 
me.* 

The clergyman iiKpiiie^l into tlie |)articulrtn*r 
of hci adventiiio, winch she told him iioin iioiiit 
to 2)oint. 

‘This is an cxlraonlinaiy, mid not a voty 
probable tale, young woman,’ usumed Mr, 
Staunton. ‘Ibic lias betn, accoidiiig to your 
account, a great violencf* committed without any 
ade(2uatc motive. Aic you aware of the law of 
this country— tliat if you lodge this charge, you 
will be bound over to pioseriito this gang f* 

Jeanie did not iiudej stand him, and he ex- 
2)lHincd, Hint the Enghsli law', in addition id 
the inconvenienee sustained by ])(‘ison8 who 
have been lobbed oi injuied, has the goodness 
to entrust to them the caro and the expense Of 
ap2)caring as prosecutors. 

Jeanie said, ‘that her business at London 
was eviuess ; all she wanted was, that any 
gentleman would, out of Chiistian eharity, 
noted her to some towm wheic she could hire 
lorscs and a guide; and finally,’ she thought, 
‘it would bo her father’s mind that she was not 
fiee to give testimony in an English cou»t of 
justice, as the land was not under a direct 
gosiiel dis2»ensation.* 

Mr. Staunton stared a little, and asked if her 
father was a Quaker, 

‘God forbid, sir,’ said Jeanie. — ‘lie is nao 
schibinatio nor scctaiy, mu* e\cr ticated for aic 
black commodities ns 1 licit s, and Hint’s w'ccl 
keu’d o’ him.’ 

‘And what is his name, ])rayt’ said Mr. 
Staunton. 

‘David Deans, sir, the cowdVider at Saint 
Leonard’s Crags, neai Edinbmgh.’ 

A deep groan from the anteioom prevented the 
rector from re])lying, and exclaiming, ‘Good 
God ! that nnlia2)2>y hov • ’ he lett Jeanie alone, 
and hastened into the ontor apartment. 

Some noise and bustle w'as lieard, but no one 
entered the library for the best 2>art of an hour. 


CHAPTER XXXIL 

Fantastic passions! madclenine brawl! 

And bhame and tciror over all 1 
Leeds to be bid which were not hid, 

Which, all confused, I could not know 
Whether I suffer’d or I did, 

For all seem’d guilt, remorse, or woe ; 

My own^ or others, still the same 
liie-stffiing fear, soul-stifling shame. , 
CoLsaidci* 

int^ri^al While she Wee tHtit left 
Jeanft a&wusly revolved in het miW 
whatepene ilrMbeetforher topnme. Shewei 
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jEmtiUent to contiimo lioi joimioy, yet she fcaied 
» aho could not Khtuiurc to do so while the 
Kiag and hei assistants were in the neigh 
hOurhood, without iiskiiig a repetition of their 
vtoleiioo She thought she could collect from 
the (oiueisition which she had pai tlj overhoaid, 
and also iiom the wild ronlcssions of Madge 
Wildliio, that hci mother hid a deep and ic 
vengeful motive foi obstructing lui jouincy if 
]K)Ssil)l6 And fiom whom could she liox»c foi 
assistance if not fiom Mi Stiimton E His w hole 
appearance and deme iiioui seemed (o encoui igo 
hei hopes Him It ituie s weic liandsoiiu , tliongh 
marked with a dtt p cist ot mcl intholy , his tone 
and langiuge wen gentle and enc out aging , and, 
as he had send in the aimy loi seveial jeiis 
diuing lus youth his an ictuncd tint easy 
liankuLss wiiidi is nculin to the piof sioii of 
aims lie w is besides aniinistci ol the gospel, 
and althongh a woishixipei iccoiding to Ic inic s 
notions, in the nirt ot the Geiitih s, and so be 
nighted as to wt u a suipluo , iltboiigli he it ul 
the Common Pi yt i, anei wioto down evtiy woid 
of his sermon liefoie delneiiiig it , and although 
he was, moieoicr, in strength ol lungs, as well 
as pith and maiiow of doe tune, vistly inlnioi 
to Boanoiges btoimhcavcn, Tt mu still thought 
ho must be a leiy diHcreiit person horn Cm ate 
Kilstoup, and othci prelatual divines ol her 
fathers earlici days, who used to get diuiik in 
then canonical die ss and liouiid out the diagoons 
against the wandeiing ( ameionians The house 
seemed to be iii some disturb me c, but as she 
could not suppose she w is altoge thci foi gotten, 
she thought it bettei to remain quiet in the 
ipartim nt wheie sh Jiad been left, till some one 
should take notice of lie i 

The fust wh< eiilou I was to he? no small 
delight one oi lui own s( x, i niotbeil) looking 
agi I pnsoii of a house kte])ei lo her b inio 
explained her situation iii i fc'w woids, ind 
bogged her assistance 

llie flignily ol a house koe^per did not cnooui igo 
too much faimliaiity with a jicrseii who w is 
at the icctoiy on justice busiiicss, ind whose 
cliaiactor might stem in hei e^es somcwliat juc 
carious , but she w is c ivil, although distant 

' Her young master, she said, * h id Jiad a bad 
diooident by a fill fiom liis horse, wliicli made 
him liiblc to fiiiitiiig fits, be had been taken 
very ill just now and it was impossible his 
levercnct couhl '•ec Tc inio loi some time, but 
that she need not f ii his dung all tint was 
just And piopei III liti be lull the instant he 
could get hei bn mess att filled to She con 
eluded hv oflenng to how b imo a loom, wlieie 
she might icmiiii till Ins locicnto was at 
leisiuo 

Out licioino teok the opjmit unity to request 
the tnoans of adjusting iiiel c liiugm ^ hci chess 

Tire housckcepci in whose estimi^iou ordei 
and OlOanliiiess lankod high among peisonil 
Virtues; gladly complied with a lee^ucst so 
wasonable, and the change of chess which 
^^anie’s bundle fnrmshod made so iropoitant an 
fjmprovement in her appearance, tint the old 
Igdy hardly knenr the soiled and disordered 
tmv^Uer, mpse attire the violence sha 

«UA qni»ti>l(M^3nng 

apt now mH batirv 


Encouraged Iqr sttoli a ft't Parable altcrnt^ou Itt 
hei appearance, Mis Dalton \entmed fn )i)[itvits 
Jeanie to paztako of her dinner, and WAS sqttally 
pleased with the decent propriety of her eondtiet 
dining the meal 

‘ Tliou canst read tins hook, canst thoti, yoUUg 
woman i said the old lady, when their meal WS$ 
cone hided, laying hci hand upon a large Bible, 

* I lio])c sac, iindam/ said Jcanie, surpnsedat 
tlif question , 'my lathci wad hao wanted mony 
a thing (le I had waiiied that s huling ' 

' 1 he be ttci sign of him, } oung w oman There 
lie men lute, well to j^ass in tlio world, would 
not want then sliaie of a Leicester ploier, and 
that s ji bag pudding, if lasting for three hours 
would make all their pool cliildien road tho 
BilL Horn end to end lake thou the book, 
then, for my eyes are something dazed, and rest! 
wheic thou hstest —it s tho only book thou canst 
not happen wiong m ’ 

Icaiiu was at hist tempted to turn up tho 
pn iblc of the good Samaiitan, but her conscience 
cheeked hei, as if it were a use of Scripture, not 
foi her own cdifacation, but to work upon tho 
mind of otheis for the lelid of her worldly 
afUic tioiis , and under this sonixmlons senso of 
duty, she selected, m X)i (‘foi once, a chapter of 
the ])iox>htt Isaiih, and icad it notwithstanding 
hei noithein accent uirl tone, with a devout 
iuoxuiot>, which gieatly oclihcd Mis Dalton ' 

*Ah,’ she Slid, 'an ill Scotchwomen weresio 
as thou ’ — but it was oiii luck to get bom devils 
of thy eoiintiy, I think cveiy one worse than 
t other If thou kuowest of any tidy lass like 
thyscl that wanted a place, anel could bring a 
good charac ter, and w oiild not go laiking about 
to wake s and fins, and wore shoes andste^kings 
ill the diy lonnd -wh}, 111 not say but we 
might find room for her at the rectory. Hast 
no cousin or sistci, lass, that bueli an offer would 
suit ^ 

This was touching niion a sore point, but 
Teanio was spared the pun of leplying by tho 
(iitraiiee of the same man servant she hadfsecn 
before 


* Meastci wishcj to see the joung woman fiom 
Scotland, was lumnias s address 

‘Go to his loverence, my dear, as fast as you 
can, and tell liim all your story — ^his reverenee 
IS a kind man,' said Mrs Dalton * 1 will fold 
down the leaf, and make you a cup of tSa, With 
some nice muffin, agiinst you come down, and 
that s what you seldom see in Scotland, girt/ 

‘ Miastoi s waiting for the young woman,' said 
Tummss imjmtiently 

‘ AVell, Ml Jack ^aiicc, and what is your 
Inisincss to put in >our oai ? — And how often 
must I tell you to call Mi Staunton his reror* 
ence, seeing as lie is a dignified clergyman, and 
not be moastenng, meastering him, as if he 
were a little iiotty squire ® ' 

As Jeanio was now at tho door, and ready to 
accompany Tumnios, the footman said pothii^ 
till he got into tho passage, when he xnnttsi^ 
' Tliero are moe masters than one m house, 
and 1 think wo shall have a mistress too, an 
Dame Dalton caines it thus/ 

Tummas led the way through ja, more intricate 
raw of pamges than Jeaiwe had yeti thfMe<h 
m€ ushered her mto an apartoient wineh wnt 
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dartpeilEedi V w of xno3t 6f tho window* ' 

shuttem/ utid in'whioH was a bed with the 
eorUM S»3rtl7 drawn. 

^H4t0%'the young woman, sir,’ said Tummas. 

*Voiy wall,* said a voice from the bod, but 
not that of his revef once ; ‘ be ready to answer 
the bell, and leave the room.’ 

* There is some mistake,’ said Jcaiiie, con- 
founded at .finding herself in the ai)artmonJ; of 
an invalid; *tho seivant told me that the 
minister 

‘Don’t trouble yourself,* said the invalid, 
'there is no mistako. I know more of your 
affairs than my father,. and I can manage them 
'better,— Leave the room, Tom.* The servant 
obeyed. — ' We must not,’ said the invalid, 'lose 
time, when we have little to lose. OjKjn the 
shutters of that windoAv . ’ 

Sho did so, and as lie drew aside the curtain 
of his bed, the light fell on liis pale countenance, 
as, turbaned with bandages, and dressed in a 
night-gown, ho lay, seemingly exhausted, upon 

'Look at nic,’ ho said, 'Jeanie Deans; can 
you not recollect me * ’ 

,'No, sir,* said sho, full of surprise. ‘I was 
never in this country befoie.’ 

'But I may have been in yours. Think 
recollect. — I should faint did I name the name 
you are most dearly bound to loathe and to 
detest. Think— remember ’ ’ 

A terrible recollection flashed on .leanie, which 
every tone of the sneaker coii finned, and whndi 
his next words renaered certainty. 

'Bo composed —remember Muschat’s Cairn, 
and the moonlight night * ’ 

Jeanie sunk down on a chair with clasx>cd 
hands, and gasped in agony. 

'Yes, hero I lie,’ ho said, 'like a cnislicd 
snake, writhing with impatience at my incapacity 
of motion — hero I lie, wdien I ought to have been 
in Edinbuj^gh, trying every means to save a life 
that is dearer to me than my own. — IIow is your 
sister? — how fares it with her condemned to 
death, I know il, by this lime ! O, the horse 
that carried mo safely on a thousand errands of 
folly and wickedness, that he should ha> e broke 
down with me on the only good mission I have 
undertaken for years ’ But 1 must rein in my 
passion — my frame cannot endure it , and I have 
muoh to say. Give me sfunc of the coidial winch 
stands on that table. — Why do you tiemble ^ 
But you have too good cause. — Let it stand— I 
need it not.’ 

JSanle, how’ever reluctant, ap})roaehed him 
witb the CUT) into which she had poured the 
draught, anrl could not forbear saying, ‘ There 
is a cordial for the mind, sir, if the wickoil wdll 
turn from tlieir transgressions, and seek to the 
Physician of souls.’ 

' Silence 1 ’ he said sternly — ' and yet I thank 
you. But toll me, and lose no time in doing so, 
wdiat you are doing in this country ? Remcmher, 
thowi I have been your sister’s worst enemy, 

f t twill serve her with the best of my blood, and 
wiu servo you for her sake ; and no one can 
serve you to such purpose, for no one can know 
the circumstances so w^ell — so speak without fear.* 
'Lam not afraid* sir,' said Jeanie, collecting 
JiCf syirits, ' } ^pwsj; Qod j a»d }f ^^leases 


him to redeem “my sister’s captivity, it is all I 
seek, whosoever bo the instrumoiit. But, sir, to 
be plain withybu, I dare not use your counsel, 
unless I wore enabled to sec that it acooi'ds with 
the law w'Jiich I must rely upon,* 

' The devil take the puritan I * cried George 
Staunton, for so w^e must now call him— *I beg 
your paidoii ; but I am naturally imi>atient, and 
you diivo me mad » What harm can it possibly 
do to tell me in what .situation your sister stands, 
and your own expectations of being able to teist 
her i It IS time enongli to loliise my advice 
when I oiler any which you may think imjiroper, 

1 spoak calmly to you, though ’iis against my 
nature; 1 ul don’t urge me to impatience — it 
will only render mo ineajiable of solving Efifie.* 

Tlioio was in Ibo looks and woids of this un- 
happy young man a soil ol resliained eagerness 
and impetuosity which acenicd to prey upon 
itself, as the impaiieiieo of a liery steed fatigues 
itself wdth chiiniing upon the bit. After a 
momcni’s eonsideration, iL oeeiiired to Jeanie 
that she was not entitled to withhold horn him, 
wliotlicr on htu* sister’s account or her own, the 
fatal account of the ct)nsc(|iiciK*os of the crime 
which ho had coniinitted, nor to icject such 
advice, being in it sell lawful and innocent, as 
he might be able to sugg('st in the way of remedy. 
Aceortlingl}^ in as lew words as she ciiuld express 
it, she told the history of her sister’s trial and 
eondciimation, and of her own jouniey as far as 
Newark. He appeared to lislen in the utmost 
agony of mind, yet i ejn essed every violent symp- 
tom of emotion, whether by gesture or sound, 
W'bicb might have iiiieiru])ted tho Rjioakcr, and, 
slreldied on his couch like the Mexican monarch 
on his bed of livo coals, only the contortions of 
his chock, and the quivoiing ol his limbs, gave 
indication of his sulleiings. To much of what 
sho said he listened with blilled groans, as if 
he were only hearing those miseiies confirmBd,, 
whose fatal leality he had kiiowm belore ; but 
when she puisued hci tale through tho circum- 
stauecs which had inteiTuj)ted her journey, 
extreme surju-ise and eain(‘st attention appeared 
to luccecd to the symptoms of remorse wnich Jus 
Iiad befoie exhibited. Ho que.stioned Jeanie 
closely eonuiiiing tlic appeal anco of the two 
men, and the conxei.sation wliidi she had bver- 
heaid l*ct\vcon the taller of them and the woman. 

Wbeii Jeanie mentioned the old woman having 
alluded to her tostei son — ' It is too true,’ he said ; 

* and the soiiiee iioni which I deiived food, whm 
an infant, must liavt. communicated to me the ^ 
wretched — tho fated— pi opensity to vices that * 
v\ere strangers in my own iamily. — But go on/ 

Jeanie passed slightly over her journey in * 
company wdth iMadge, having no inclination to 
repeat what might bo tbo eflect of mere raving 
on the part of her companion, and therefore her 
talc w as now closed. 

Young Staunton lay for a moment in profound 
meditation, and at length spoke with more com- 
posure tliau he had yet displayed during theiv 
interview, — 'You arc a sensible, as well as a 
good young woman, Jeanie Deans, and I will 
tell you more of my storv than I have told to 
any one.— Story, did I call it !— it is a tissue of 
ana^misery,— But lake noticor-I do 

it? I yetufll 



278 


WAFEJ^LMV mVMlS , 


that is, thdt you will act in this dismal matter 
hy my adviee and direction. Therefore do I 
"B|>oak.* 

* I will tlo M'hat is fitting for a sister, and a 
danghter, and a ('Lristlin woman to do,* said 
Joanio ; ‘ but do not toll me any of your secrets, 
—It iy not good that I should come into your 
counsel, or listen to tlie doetniio which cnnseth 
to err. ’ 

*Siinj)Ie iool !’ said the young man. ‘Look 
nt me. J\ly head is not honied, my foot is not 
cloven, my liaiidsnre not garnished with talons; 
and, since I am not tin* very devil liimself, wdiat 
iutei'e^t can any one else have in destroying the 
hopes with which you eomfoit or fool yourself? 
Listen to in« i)ati(*ntly, and you will find tliat, 
when yon line lieird niy eoiinsel, you may go 
to the st'venlli In d\en with it in your pocket, if 
you have a mind, and not foil yoursell an oimco 
neaviov in the ascent ’ 

At the liik of being solne^^llat heavy, as 
explanations usually prove, nc must here en- 
deavour to eoinl)ino into a distinct naiiative, 
infonnalioii which lli(‘ invalid eominuiiicated in 
a manner at oiuo ton circumstantial, and too 
much brok(‘ii by ]»as ion, to admit of oiir giving 
Ills precise words. Pait of it, indeed, lie read 
fioin a mannsciijd, which he had jicrhaps drawn 
up for tlic iiitormatiou of his rrlatioiis after his 
decease. 

‘ To make my tale short -this wretched liag — 
this Margari't Murdockson — was the w'ife of a 
favouiite si'rv.uit of my father — .she liad been my 
nurse —her Imsbaud vv.is dead -she resided in a 
cottage near this ))l}nc -she liad a daughter who 
grew’ lip, and w.i', llicn a beautilnl but very 
giddy girl ; licr iiiotlier endeavoured to promote 
her maniage w’ith an old and wealthy eliuil in 
the neiglibouihood llie girl saw me tiequeiitly 
— she was familiar with iiu*, as onr coaueetion 
seemed to permit — and I - in a word, I wronged 
her cruelly, — It wms not so bad ns your sister’s 
l)iisines.s, but it w is sulliciciitly villanous — her 
folly should have been her inotcctioii. Soon 
after this I w.issonl abroad. — To do my father 
justice, if I have liirne<l out a fiend, it is not Ids 
fault -he used tlie bc^t means. ^VllOll I returiietl, 

I found the w I etched iiiotluT and daughter liad 
fallen into disgrace, and wcic «’baserl fiom tlds 
country. — My deep sliaio in tlinr .sliarie and 
misery was dis(o\»*icd ni) father used veiy 
1 1 1 ’ sh language -w o (j ua ri c lied. 1 left his lioiisc, 
and led a libs of strange a»Penture, resolving 
never ug lin to se*‘ ni} fatlier or iny father’s home, 

^ ‘And now comes the stoiy !— .leanie, I put my 
life into your hands, and not only iny own life, 
wliioh, God know’s, is not w’ortli saving, but the 
happiness of a res]>c(tible old man, and the 
honour of a family of consideraiion. My love uf 
h)w society, as such j)ro|)«'iisities as I w'as cursed 
with are usually tenm I, was, I think, of an 
nneommou kind, niul indicated a nature which, 
if not depraved })y e irly dobanchery, would have 
been fit for better ihings. f did’ not *,o much 
delight in the w’ild lovcl, the low humour, the 
unoonfin^I liberty of tlioso with wdiom I nssoci- 
aiedt ftB in the spirit of adventure, pieseneo of 
. peril, sad sharpness of intellect which 

J MSj' aispwyod in prosecuting their maraudings 
^pon tho revenue, or similar adventures, 


Have you looked round tliis rectoty ?-^is it not 
a sweet and pleasant rotreat ? * 

.Teanie, alarmed at this sudden change of 
subject, replied in the adirmativo. 

‘Well, Ji wish it had been ten thousand 
fathoms under gi’onnd, wiili its olmrch-lands, 
and titlies, and all that belongs to it. Had it 
not been for this cursed rectory, I should have 
been permitted to follow the bent of my own 
iiieliuatioiis and the profession of arms, and 
half the courage and address that I have dis- 
played among binngglers and deer-stealors would 
have scoured me an honourable rank among my 
contempordrics. Why did I not go abroad when 
1 left this house ? — Why did 1 leave it at all ? — 
why — Hut it came to that poin'. with me that 
it is madness to look back, and mi&ery to look 
forw’aril ! ’ 

He paused, and then piocecdod with more 
composure. 

‘The chances of a wandering life brought 
uio unhai)))ily to ,Scollaiid, to embroil myself 
ill woisc and more criminal aclions than I had 
yet been conccined in. It was now' I became 
acquainted w’ith Wilson, a remarkable man in 
his station of life ; quid, composed, and icsolute, 
firm in mind, and uncommonly strong in person, 

( jifted w ith a sort of rough clocpicnci' wliich raised 
dm above his companions. Hitherto I had been 

As dissolute as dusi>C‘ratc, yet thiough both 
Were scin sonic sparkles of a better hope. 

But it was this man’s misfortune, a.s w'cll as mine, 
that, notwithstanding the difiiTcncc of our rank 
and cduoation, he acquired an extraordinary and 
fascinating iiilhicnco over me, which I can only 
account for by the calm deteiminatioii of his 
character being siijicrior to the less sustained 
impetuosity of mine. Wlicrc ho led I ielt 
luy.sclf bound to follow ; and strange was the 
courage and address which lie dlsjrlaycd in hw 
pursuits. While 1 was engaged in dcs^Kirato 
adventures, under so stiangc and ikuigerous a 
pic<‘cptor, I became acquainted with your uu- 
fortunate sister at some siiorts of the young 
pcojde in the subiiibs, whicli she freqiieiited i»y 
stialth— and her ruin piovcd an interlude to the 
tragic scones in whi< ii I was now dccjily engaged. 
Yet this let me say- the villaiiy was'iiot pre- 
meditated, and 1 Wiis firmly resolved to do her 
all the justice wliich maniage could do, so soon 
as 1 should be aide to extri‘ate myself from my 
nnha]ipy conise of life, and embrace some one 
more suited to iny biitli. I had wild visions— t 
visions of conducting her as if to some poor 
ictreat, and introducing her at once to rank and 
fortuno she never dreamt of. A friend, at my 
request, atlom])ted a negotiation with my father, 
which was protracted for sonic time, and I'enowod 
at difl*creiit intervals. At length, and just when 
I expected my father’s pardon, he learned by 
some means or other my infamy, jiainted in even 
exaggerated colours, which was, God knows, un- 
necessary. He wrote mo a letlor—how it found 
me out I know not — enclosing mo a sum of 
money, and disowning inc for ever. 1 b6cain« 
desperate— ■! became frantic — I readily joined 
Wilson in a perilous smuggling adventure in 
which we nuscaiTiftd, and was willingly blinded 
by his logic to consider the robbery of the 
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officer of the customs in Fife as a fair and 
honourable reprisal. Hitherto I had observed a 
eertain line in my criminality, and stood free of 
assaults upon personal property, but now 1 felt 
a wild ploasuro in disgracing myself as much as 
possible. 

* The plunder was no object to me. I aban- 
doned that to my coiiiiMdes, and only asked the 
post of danger. I ion> ember well tliatwheii I 
stood with my drawn . w ord guarding the door 
while they committed the felony, I liad not a 
thought of my own safety. I was only meditat- 
ing on my sense of supposed wrong from my 
family, my impotent thirst of vengeance, and 
how it would sound in the liauglity ears of the 
family of Willingham, that one of their descend- 
ants, and the heir-apparent of their lioiiours, 
should perish by the hands of tlie hangman for 
robbing a Scottish ganger of a sum not e(pial to 
onc-fifUi part of the money I had in my pocket- 
book. Wo were taken — I expected no less. Wo 
were condemned-— that also 1 looked for. Hut 
death, as he approaclied nearer, looked grimly ; 
and the recollection of your sister’s destitute 
condition determined me on an efiort to save* my 
life,— I forgot to tell you, that in Edinburgh 1 
again met the woman Miirdockson and her 
daughter. She had followed the camp wlieii 
young, and had nojv, under pret<‘nee of a trifling 
traffic, resumed j)rod.atory liahits, with which 
she had already been too familiar. Our lust 
ineotiiig was stormy ; hut I uas liberal of what 
money I had, and she forgot, or seemed to forged, 
the injury her daughter li«ifl received. TJic 
unfortunate girl liersi If seemed liardly even to 
know her seducer, far less to retain ajiy sense of 
the injury she had i oceived. IJer inincf is totally 
alienated, wbieh, according to her iiiotluT’s 
account, is sometimes the eoiiseciuencc of an 
imfavourable conf i ncmeiit. Ihit i t wa s m ij doi luj. 
Here was another stone knitted lound my neck 
.to sink me into the pit of perdition. Every 
look — evei^ woid of this }»oor creature— her 
false spirits — her iin])erfeet recollections — her 
allusions to things which she liad forgotten, hiit 
which were reeorcJecl in my conscience, >\ere stabs 
ofa poniard — stabs, did I say ^ — they were teai-ing 
with hot pincers, and scalding the raw v\ouiid 
with burning suljduir — th<‘y were to bo endured, 
however, and they vrrr endured. -I return to 
my prison thoiigbt.s. 

'U was not the least miserable of them that 

a sister’s time approaclied. 1 knew her 
of you and of ber lather. She often said 
she would die a thousand deaths ere you should 
know her shame— yet her confinement must bo 
provided for. I knew this woman IMurdoekson 
was an infernal hag, hut I thought she loved 
me, and that money would make her true. She 
had procured a tile for Wilson, and a spiiiig-saw 
for mo ; and she undertook readily to take 
charge of Effio during her illncs.s, in whieli she 
had skill enough to give the neeessmy assistance. 
I gave her the money wdiich my father had sent 
'toe. It was settled that she should receive Effio 
into ^er house in the meantime, and w'ait for 
further directions from mo, when I should effect 
my escape. I communicated this puriioso, and 
recommended the old hag to jpoor gflie by a 
letter, in which I recollect tb»t I endonvonred to 


support the character of Maohenth under con- 
demnation*-^ fine, gay, bold-faced ruffian, who., 
is game to the last. Such, and so wretchedly 
poor, w'as my ambition I Yet I had resolved to 
forsake the courses I had been engaged in, should 
1 bo so fortunate as to escape the gibbet. My 
design was to marry yonv sister, and go over to 
the West Iiidic's. 1 Imd still a considerable 
sum ot money h‘lt, and I linsted to be able, ill 
one way or otiier, to provide for myself and my 
w ife. 

‘We made tbo attcmi)t to eseai)C, and by the 
obstinacy of Wilson, wbo insisted U}>oii going 
first, it totally imseanied. The iindnunted and 
&cll-denie<i manner in which be sacrificed him- 
s(‘lf to redeem his error, and ae<'omplish my 
escape fiom the 'i'oIl)r)otJi C'liureh, you must 
liave lienid of all •Sjotland rang with it. It 
w’as a gallant and extraordinary deed. — All men 
spoke of it -all men, even those who most con- 
demned the habits and eiimes of this self-devoted 
man, i)raiscd tbo heroism of liis fiicudship. 1 
have many vices, hut cowardice or want of 
giatitmh* arc none of the number. I resolved to 
icqiiito his gciieiosiLy, and even j’oiir sister's 
safety liceame a secondary consideration with mo 
for tlie time. To ellcet Wilson’s liberation W’-as 
illy ]«inei])al object, and I doubted not to find 
the iiK a ns. 

‘Yet I did not forget Effic neither. The 
bloodhounds of the law wcie so close after me, 
that I dared not tnist myself near any of my 
old hannis ; but old Muidoekson met me by 
ap})oiiitiuent, and informed mo that your sister 
liad lni>i)ily been delivered of a boy. 1 charged 
the hag to kcc]> licr jiaticnt’s mind easy, and let 
her v^ant for nothing that money could purchase, 
and I retreated to Fife, wheie, among my old 
associates of Wilson’s gang, 1 hid myself in those 
places of eoneealment whcio the men engaged in 
that desperate trade are used to find security for 
themselves and their uncustomed goods. Men 
wlio aie disobedient both to hniiian and divine 
law's are not always insensible to tlic claims of 
courage and geneiosity. Wo were as.sured that 
the mob of Edinhuigh, strongly moved with the 
hardship of Wilson’s situation, and tlie gallantly 
of his conduct, would back any bold attempt 
that might bo made to rescue him even from the 
foot of the gililiet. Ih'Sperato as tJie attempt 
.seemed, nj>oii my declaring myself ready to lead 
the onset on the guard, 1 found no want of 
followers wlio engaged to stand by mo, and re- 
turned to Lothian, soon followed by some steady 
associates, prepared to act whenever the occasion 
might retiuiie. 

‘ 1 have 110 doubt 1 should have rescued him 
from the very noose that dangled over his head,*' 
he eontinueu, with animation^ w'hich seemed a 
flash of the interest which he had taken in such 
exploits ; ‘ but amongst other precautions, the 
magistrates had taken one, suggested, as we 
afterwards learned, by the unhappy wretch 
rortcous, which eflectually disconcerted iny 
measures. They anticipated, by lialf-an-hour, 
the ordinary ijcnod for execution ; and, as it had 
boon resolved amongst us, that, for fear of ob^ 
servation from the officers of justice, we should 
not show ourselves upon the street until the time 
qf ^wtton approached, it followed, that oil was 
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^ver before our attempt at a rescue commenced* 
It did commence, howovor, and I gained the 
soaifold and cut the lope with my own hand. 
It vas too late! The bold, stout-hearted, 
generous criminal was no more — and vengeance 
Was all that remained to us— a vengeance, as I 
then thought, doubly due fiom luy hand, to 
whom Wilson had given lile and liner ty wdicii 
he could as easily have secured his own.* 

*0, sir,* said Jcanic, ‘did the scrij)turc never 
come into your mind, “Vengeance is mine, and 
I will repay it” 

* Scripture ! Why, I had not oi>cncd a Bible 
for five years,* answered Slauiiloii. 

' Wae*8 me, sirs,* said Jcaiiio — ‘and a iiiiiiistei’s 
son, too ! * 

‘ It is natural for } on to say so ; ^ et do not 
interrupt me, but let me finish my most accursed 
history. The boast B<n'toou®, who kej>t firing 
on the people long alter it bad e('asal to bo 
necessary, became the object ol tbcir luitrcd for 
having over-done his duty, and of mine lor 
having done it too w'cll. We -that is, I and 
the other determined fiiciids of Wilson, resolved 
to be avenged— but caution was necessary* I 
thought I had been inaiked by one of the 
officers, and therefoie continued to link about 
the vicinity of Edinburgh, but without daring 
to venture within the w alls. At length I visited, 
at the hazard of my life, the place where I hoped 
to find my future wufe and my son — they were 
both gone. Dame Ilurdockson iufonnod me, 
that so soon as ICllie heard of the miscaniago of 
the attempt to rescue Wilson, and the liot pur- 
suit after me, she icdl into a brain fever ; and 
that, being one day obliged to go out on some 
necessary business and leave her alone, she had 
taken that o^iportunity to (‘scape, and she liad 
not seen ^ler since. 1 loaded lier wit li reproaches, 
to which she listened witli the most provoking 
and calloub eomiK)suie ; foi it is one of her attii- 
butes, that, violent and fierce as she is upon most 
occasions, thei(3 arc some luwdiich she shows the 
most im])erturbablc calmness. I threatened her 
with justice ; she said 1 liad moie reason to fear 
justice than she liad. I felt she was right, and 
was silenced. I threatened her with vengeance ; 
she replied in nearly the same words, tliat, to 
judge by injuries received, 1 had inoie leason to 
fear her vengeance than she to dicad mine. 
She was again light, and I was left w'lthout an 
answer, I flung myself from lirr in indignation, 
and employed a comi cdo to in ikc inquiry m the 
neighbourhood of Saint l-iconard’s ,*oneerniiig 
your sister ; but ere I leccivcd his answ'er, the 
opening quest of a well-seen t«’d terrier ol the law 
drove me from the vicinity of ErUnburgh, to a 
more distant and hocIikIc d place (»t concealment. 
A secret and trusty emissary at length brought 
mo the account ol T\i tcous’s condemnation, 
|tnd of your sister’s imprisorirnont on a criminal 
cborgB ; thus astounding one of mine cais, while 
hegmtifUd the other. 

*1 again ventured to the rieasanco — again 
tibaiHgea MurdOokson with treachery to the un- 
''fofttttiate Efiie and her child, though I could 
oouoelye no reason, save that of appropriating 
. t^e whplc of the money I had lodged with her. 
your toarrafcire throivs light on this, and show's 
,^otJacr motive^, not loss iwwful bopagoo Im 


evident"^the desire of wreaking vengea^ on 
the 'seducer of her daughter, «^the destroyer at 
once of her reason and reputation. Great God 1 
how 1 wish that, instead of the revenge she 
made choice of, she had delivered mo up to the 
cord ! * 

‘ But what account did the wretched woman 
give of Effio and tlie bairn ?' said Joanie, who, 
during this long and. agitating narrative, had 
iiimncss and discernment enough to keep tier 
eye on such points os might throw light on her 
sister’s misfortunes. 

‘She would give none,’ said Staunton ; *she 
said the mother made a moonlight flitting from 
her house, with the infant in her arms— that she 
liad never seen either of tliem since — that the 
lass might liavc thrown the child into the North 
Loch or the (Quarry Holes for what she knew, 
and It W'as like enough she had done so.* 

‘ And how came you to believe that she did not 
speak the fatal truth ^ ’ said Jeanio, trembling, 

‘ Because, on this second occasion, I saw her 
daugliter, and I understood from her, that, in 
fact, the child liad been removed or destroyed 
during the illness of the mother. But all know- 
ledge to be got fiom her is so uncertain and 
indirect, that 1 could not collect any further 
cinuimstauecs. Only the diabolical characi^r 
of old Miirdocksoii makes me* augur the worst.* 

‘The last account agrees with that given by 
my poor sister,* said Jcaiiie ; ‘but gang on m* 
your ain talc, sir.' 

‘Of this I am certain,* said Staunton, ‘tliat 
Effio, in her senses, and with her knoAvledge, 
never injured living oreature. — But what ooiud 
I do in her exculpation ? — Nothing — and, there- 
fore, my whole thoughts were turned toward her 
Siifety. I was under the cursed necessity of 
supjiressing my feelings towards Murdockson ; 
my life was in the hag’s hand — that 1 oared not 
for ; but on my life hung that of your sister, I 
s})oke the w^ietch fair ; 1 appeared to confide ixr 
her ; and to me, so far as 1 w’as personally con- 
eorned, she gave proofs of extraordinary fidelity. 
I w'as at first uncertain what measures I ought 
to ad(;nt for your sister’s liberation, when the 
general rage excited among ilic citizens of Edin- 
burgh on account of the reprieve of Porteous, 
suggested to me tlie daring idea of forcing tho 
jail, and at once carrying off your sister from the 
clutches of the law, and bringing to oondi^ 
punishment a miscreant, who had tormented the 
unfortunate Wilson, even in the hour of death, 
as if ho had been a wild Indian taken captive by 
a hostile tribe. 1 flung myself among the mnl- 
titudo in Iho moment of fermentation — bo did 
otliers among Wilson’s mates, who had, like pie, 
been disajipointed in the hope of glutting their 
eyes with Portcous’s execution. All was organ- 
ized, and I A\a8 chosen for tho captain, I ffelfc 
not— I do not now feel— compunction for what 
was to be done, and has since been exocutod.’ 

‘ 0, God forgive ye, sir, and bring ye to a 
bettor sense of your ways ! * exclaimed Jeanie, in 
horror at the avowal of such violent sentlmeutB, 

‘ Amon,i replied Staunton, ‘if my sentithenta 
are Avrong. But I repeat, that, although vdlliAg 
to aid the deed, 1 could have wished them to 
have ohoseti another leader ; because I foresaw 
that the great and gunoral duty of th® night 


TBE HEAkT OP MIDLOTHIAN 


281 


would interfere with the assistance which I pro- 
posed to render Kffie. I gave a commission, 
however, to a trusty friend to protect her to a 
place of safety, so soon as the fatal procession 
had left the jail. But for no persuasions which 
I could use in the hurry of the moment, or 
which my comrade employed at more length, 
after the mob had tak ii u dilfcreiit direction, 
could the unfortunate gni bo prevailed upon to 
leave the prison. His arguments were all wasted 
ui>on the infatuated victim, and ho was obliged 
to leave her in order to attend to his own salety. 
Such was Ills account; but, perliai)s, ho per- 
severed less steadily in his attempts to persuade 
her than I would have done.* 

* Efiie was right to remain,' said Jeanie ; *aud 
I love her the better for it.’ 

‘ Why will you say so ? ’ said Staunton. 

‘You cannot understand my leasons, sir, if 
1 should render them,’ ans\\crcd Jeanie com- 
Xiosedly ; ‘ they that thirst for the blood of thoir 
enemies have no taste for the well-spring of life.* 

*My hopes,’ said Staunton, ‘were thus a 
second time disappointed. My next efforts were 
to bring her through her trial by means of your- 
self. How I urged it, and wdicrc, you cannot 
liave forgotten. I do not blame you for your 
refusal ; it was founded, I am convinced, on 
principle, and not on indifference to your sister’s 
fate. For me, judge of me as a man frantic ; I 
knew not what hand to turn to, and all my 
efforts were unavailing. Tn this condition, and 
close beset on all sides, I thought of what 
might be done by moans of my family and their 
influence. 1 Hod from Scotland— I reached this 
place — ^my miserably ivastod and unhappy aj)- 
pearance procured me from my father that 
pardon, which a parent finds it so hard to 
refuse, oven to the most undeserving son. And 
liere I have awaited in anguish of mind, wdiich 
the condemned criminal might envy, the event 
of your sislor’s trial.’ 

‘Without taking any steps for her relief?’ 
said Jeanie. 

‘ To the last I hoped her case might terminate 
more favourably ; and it is only tAvo days since 
that the fatal tidings reached me. My resolution 
was instantly taken. 1 mounted my best horse, 
Avith the purpose of making the utmost haste to 
Jjondon, and there compounding with Sir Rolsirt 
.Walpole for your sister’s safety, by surrendering 
to him, in the person of the heir of the family 
of Willingham, the notorious George Robertson, 
the accomplice of Wilson, the breaker of the Tol- 
booth prison, and the well-known leader of the 
Forteous mob.’ 

‘ But -would that save my sister ? ’ said Jeanie, 
in astonishment. 

‘It would, as I should drive my bargain,’ said 
Staunton. ‘ Queens love revenge as w^oll as thoir 
subjects. — Little as you seem to esteem it, it is a 
poison which pleases all palates, from the prince 
to the peasant. Prime ministers love no less the 
pow^ of gratifying sovereigns by gratifying their 
prions. — The life of an obscure village girl ! 
Why, I might ask the best of the crown-jewels 
for laying the head’ of such an insolent con- 
spiracy at the foot of her Majesty, with a certeinty 
of being gratified. All my other plans have 
fkiled, but this could not.— Heaven is just, how- 
71 * 


ever, and would not honour mo ivitli making 
this volunta-y atonement for the injury 1 liavo 
done your sister. 1 had not rode ten miles, 
A\licii my Jiorse, the best and most sure-footed 
animal in this count ry, fell with mo on a level 
piece of road, ns if he had been struck by a 
canuon-sliot. I was greatly hurt, and was 
brought back here in the condition in which you 
now" see me.’ 

As young Staunton had conn* to the conclusion, 
the ser\aiit op(*ne<l tlie door, and, with a voice 
which seemed intended latber lor n signal than 
merely the announcing of a a isit, said, * Ilis 
lev'cieiice, air, is coming u]) stalls to AAait upon 
you.* 

‘For God’s sake, hide yourself, Jeanie,’ ex- 
claimed Stauutoii, ‘ in that dressing closet ! ’ 

‘No, sir,’ said .l(*anie ; ‘as I am here for nao 
ill, I eanna take the shame of hiding mysel’ frao 
the master ot the house.’ 

‘But, good heaAciiM!’ exclaimed George 
Staunton, ‘do hut eonsidfr’ 

Ere he could comjdcto the sentence, his father 
entered the ajiartment. 




CHAP riii^ XXXI JL 


‘And now, will pat don, 
Tbe yyuth ftum mcu? 


comfoit, kindness, dr.w 
will honoui, duty, law? 

Ckaiisf. 


Je/VNie arose from her seat, and made her 
quiet icvercnee, when the elder Mr. Staunton 
eiiteicd the ajiartmeiit. His astouislmient was 
extreme at finding his son in such company. 

‘1 perceive, madam, 1 haA’o made a mistake 
respecting you, and ought to have left tlio task 
of iiitcrrogat iug you, and of i ighliiig your Avrongs, 
to this young man, with Avhom, doubtless, you 
have been formerly aetjuaiuted.’ 

# * It’s unAvitting on my part that I am hero ; ’ 
said Jeanie; ‘the servant told me his master 
Avishetl to speak AAdth mo.’ 

‘There goes the purjilc coat over iiiy cars,* 
murmured Timiinas. ‘ D -ii her, why must she 
needs speak the tnith, aaIjou she could liaA'O as 
W’cll said aiiytliiiig else she had a mind ? ’ 

‘George,’ said Mr. Staunton, ‘if you are still 
- as you have ever heeu — lost to all self-respect, 
you might at least have .spared your father and 
your father’s house such a disgraceful scene as 
this.’ 

‘ Upon my life-— upon my soul, sir ! ’ said 
George, throw"ing his feet over the side of the 
bed, and starting from his recumbent jiosture. 

‘ Your life, sir ! ’ interrupted his father, with 
molaneholy sternness, — ‘ W^hat sort of life has it 
been ? — Your soul ! alas ! what regard have you 
ever paid to it ? Take care to reform both ere 
offering either as pledges of your sincerity.’ 

‘On my honour, sir, you do me Awrong,’ an- 
[ swered George Staunton ; ‘ I have been all that 
I you can call me that’s bad, but in the nreseut 
instance you do me injustice. By iny nonour 
you do I’ 

‘Your honour 1’ said his father, and turned 
from him, with a look of the most upbraiding 
contempt, to Jeanie. ‘ From you, youn^ woman, 
I neither ask nor expect any explanation ; but 
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as a father alike and as a clergyman, I request 
your departure from this house. J 1 } our rouiautic 
story has boon other than a pretext to find ad- 
mission into it (which, l'n)rn the society in whieh 
yon first apjycared, I may be jK^rrnittod to doubt), 
you will find a justice of peace within two miles, 
with whom, more pioperly than w'ith nto, you 
may lodge your complaint.' 

‘This shall not he,’ said George Staunton, 
starting up to his feet. ‘ Sir, you are naturally 
kind and liumanc — you shall not hecomc eiuel 
and inhospitable on my aceoiiiit. 'rurn out that 
eavesdropping raseal,’ j)ointing to Thomas, *an<l 
get what hartshorn drops, or wJiat better receipt 
you have against fainting, and I will explain to 
you in two words the eonnectioii betwixt this 
young woman and me. She shall not lose her 
fair character through me. 1 have <loiie too 
inuoh misehief to her ianiily already, and I know 
too well what belongs to the lo-s <jf fame.' 

‘Leave the room, sir,’ said the lector to the 
servant; and wdicii the man had obe\ed, he 
carefully shut the door holiind him. Then, 
addressing liis son, he said stcMiily, ‘Nt>w, sir, 
what new' proof of }onr infamy ha\e you to 
imjiart to me ? ’ 

Young Staunton was about to sjieak, but it 
was one of those moments when tlnixe w lio, like 
Jeanio Deans, possess tin* athanlagc of a stead^v 
courage and uniiifllod tcinpei, can assume the 
superiority over more ardent but Jess dctcrmiii(‘d 
spirits. 

‘Sir,* she said to the elder Staunton, ‘ye liavo 
an und(nibt(‘d right to ask yonram son to render 
a reason of his conduct. IJiit lospecting me, I 
am but a w'ayfaring traveller, no ways obligated 
or indebted to you, unless it be for tin* meal of 
meat which, in my ain country, is willingly gien J 
by rich or poor, accoiding to their ability, to | 
those who need it ; and for which, foiby tJiat, I 
am W'illing to make jiayiiient, if I didna think 
it w'ould be an allroiit to offer siller in a licaiso 
like this — only 1 dinna ken the fashiiuu of the 
country.’ 

‘This is all vci\ w’ell, young woman,’ said the 
rector, a good deal surpi’isisl, and iin.ibb' t«) cou 
jocliire whether to impute .bMiiic’s laiigu.igc to 
simplicity or impcrtiiiciiio — ‘this may be nil 
very well —but lot mo bi ing it to a point. Why 
do you stop this young man’s mouth, iiud ])rc\ cut 
his communicating to liis father anil liis best 
fi'iend, an e\*i»binaHun (since he says he has one) 
of circumstances whieh sciun in therii-.cl^ cs not a 
little susiucions * 

‘lie may tell of his ain atfair.s what he likes,’ 
answered Jeanic ; ‘Init my family and friends 
have iiao right to hie ony stories told aiicut them 
without their express dcsiie ; and, as they caiiiia 
be hero to speak lor Ineiri^elve',, I entreat ye 
wadna ask Mr. Geoigo liob— 1 mean Staunton, 
or whatever his name is, ony rpu'stions anciit me 
or my folk ; for I maim be tree to tell \oii, tint 
he will neither have the bearing of a riiiislinu 
or a gentleman, if he answers you agniiist my 
'express desire.’ 

‘This is the most extraordinary tbing T •wer 
met with,’ ^aid the rector, as, after fixing bl » eyes 
keenly ou the placid, yet modest countenance of 
Jeanie, he turned tliem suddenly upon his sou. 

^ Wbat have you to say, sir ? * 


* That I feel I have boon too hasty in my pro- 
mise, sir,’ answered George Staunton; ‘I have 
no title to niako any communications respecting 
the alfaii’S oV this young person’s family without 
her assent.’ 

The elder Mr. Staunton turned liis eyes from 
one to the other wdtli marks of sui’prise. 

‘This is nioi(‘, nnd w'orsc, I lear,’ he said, 
addressing Ids son, ‘than one of your frequent 
and disgiMcclul connect ions.- J insist upon 
knowing the mysteiy.’ 

‘I have alreadv said, sir,’ rc]»licd his son, 
rather sullenly, ‘tliat I have no title to mention 
tlie affairs of this young woman’s family W'i thou t 
lier consent.’ 

‘And 1 liae nnc mystoiios to explain, sir,* said 
.Icanic, ‘ but only to jiray yon, as a i»reachor of 
llic gospL‘1 and a gentleman, to permit mo to go 
safe to the next imblie-hoiisc on the Luniion 
road.’ 

‘I blifill take care of your safety,' said young 
Staunton; ‘^oii need a'sk that favour from no 
one.’ 

‘Do yon say so before my face*’ said the 
j’listh -incensed lather. ‘ Pciha]»s, sir, you intend 
to fill ii]> the mp of disoliedienee and profligacy 
b}' foi ming a low ami disgraceful marriage ? ilut 
let me bid you bevvare.’ 

‘If \ou weio feared for sic a thing liappening 
wi’ me, sir,’ said Jeanie, ‘I can only say, that 
not for all the land that lies between the tw'a 
ends of the rainbow wad I b(* the w’^oman that 
should w’(‘d ^\onr smi.’ 

‘There is something very singular in all this,’ 
said the elder Staunton; ‘Jollow me into the 
next room, young woin.in.’ 

‘Hear me speak first,’ said the young man. 
‘I liaie ])ut one word to say. I confide entirely 
in 3 'our ])rudenec ; tell my father as much or as 
little of tliese matters as you will, he shall know 
neither nioio nor less from me.’ 

liis father daited at him a glance of indigna- 
tion, whieh sidtened into sorrow as ho saw him 
Milk down on the couch, exhausted witli the 
M ene he had iindeigone. He left the apartment, 
jind Jeanie followed him, (feorgo Staunton rais- 
ing himself as sl.e jiassed the doorway, and 
jnonouneing the woril ‘ lieinembcr 1 ’ in a tone 
•IS monitoiy as it was uttered by Charles 1. upon 
the seallbld. The elder Staunton led the way 
into a small jiarlour, and shut the door. 

‘Young w'oinan,’ said ho, ‘there is something 
ill yonr face and ajipearaneo that marks botn 
sense and simplicity, and, if I am not deceived, 
innoeeuee also. — Snould it bo otherwise, I can 
only say, you are tlie most accomplished hypo- 
crite 1 have over seen. — I ask to know no secret 
that you have unwilliiigncaa to divulge, least of 
all those w'hich concern my son. His conduct 
has given mo loo mucli uiihapjihiess to permit 
me to hope comfort or satisfaction from him. Jf 
you arc such as I suppose you, believe mo, that 
wliati‘ver unhap])y eirenmstaiices may have con* 
iioclod you W'ith George Staunton, the soonoaryou 
break them through the better.* 

*T think I iindei-staud yoar meaning, sir,* 
replied Jeanie; ‘and as ye arc sae frank as to 
sjieak o’ the young gentleman in sic a way, J must 
needs say that it is but the second time of my 
speaking wi’ him in our lives, and what I hae 
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hoard frao liiiti on theso twa occasions has been 
BUoJi that I Mover wish to hoar the like again/ 

*Then it is your real intention to leave this 
part of tho country, and proceed to London?* 
said the rector. 

‘ Certainly, sir ; for I may say, in one sense, 
that the avenger of blood is belli nd me ; and 
if I were but assiirei^ against mischief by the 
way ’ 

‘ I have made inquiry/ said the clergyman, 

* after tho suspicious characters you described. 
They have left tludr jdace of rendezvous ; but as 
tJiey may be lurking in tho ncighboiuliood, and 
as you say you bavo sjiccial reason to a]) 2 )rchcnd 
violence from them, I will put you under the 
charge of a steady pers«)n, who 'will protect you 
as far as Stamford, and see you into a light coach, 
wliich goes from thence to Jjoiidon.' 

'A coach is not for the like of me, sir,* said 
Jeanie, to whom the idea of a si age-coach was 
unknown, as, imieod, they were then only used 
in the neighbourlioocl of London. 

Mr. Staunton hricfly exjdained that she would 
find that mode of conveyance more commodious, 
cheaper, and more safe, than 1 ravelling on horse- 
baek. She exjiressed lier gratitude with so much 
singleness of heart, lliat he was induced to ask 
her whether slie wanted the pecuniary means of 
prosecuting her journey. She thanked him, but 
said she liad enough for her pur])osc; and, in- 
deed, she hud husbanded ber stock with great 
care. This reply served also to remove some 
doubts, which naturally enough still floated in 
Mr. Staunton’s mind, I'esjKKiting her character 
and real jmrpose, and satisfied him, at least, 
that money did not enter into her scheme of 
decejition, if an imjiostor she should prove, llo 
next rctiupstcil to know what part of tlie city she 
wished to go to. 

* To a very decent nierehanl, a cousin o’ my ain, 
a Mrs. (flays, sir, tliat sells snuff and tobacco, at 
the sign o’ the Thistle, somegate in the to'wn.* 

Jeanie communicated tliis intelligence with a 
feeling that a connection so rcsiiectablc ought to 
give her conseciucncc in the eyes of Mr, Staunton ; 
and blie was a good deal surprised when he aii- 
sworod— 

* And is this woman your only acquaintance in 
London, my ])oor girl? and have you really no 
better knowledge where she is to be found ? ’ 

*I was gaun to see the Duke of Argyle, foiby 
Mrs. Glass,’ said tleanie ; ‘and if your honour 
thinks it would be best to go there first, and get 
some of liis Grace’s folk to show ino my cousin’s 
shoj) ’ 

‘Are you acquainted with any of the Duke of 
Argyle’s people ? ’ said tlie rector. 

‘No, sir,’ 

* Her brain must bo something touched after 
*ai, or it would be impossible for her to rely on ' 
such introduotious. — Well,* said he aloud, ‘I 
must not intjuiro into the cause of your journey, 
and so I cannot be fit to give you advice how to 
manage it. But the landlady of the house where 
the coach stops is a very decent person ; and, as 
1 use her house sometimes, 1 will give you a 
recommendation to her.' 

Jeanie thanked him for his kindness with her 
best curtsey, and said, 'That with his honour’s 
line, and ane from worthy Mrs. Bickerton, that 


keeps the Seven Stars at York, she did not doiiU 
to bo well taken out in Lniinon.* 

‘And now,* said ho, ‘1 presume you will be 
desirous to set out immctliatcly ? * 

‘ If 1 had been in an inn, sir, or any siiilablo 
rcHtiug-place,’ answered Jeanie, ‘ I wad not have 
l)resumed to use llie Lord’s day for travelling; 
blit as I am on a joimiey of mercy, I tnist my 
doing so will not be i in puled.’ 

‘You may, if you cIkiom-, leniinu with Mrs. 
Dalton lor the e\enii>g; but I di'sire you will 
have no fiirtlur coiTeb]KHiili nee with iny son, 
who is not a jirojier eiuirisellor for a jicrson of 
your age, whatever your difliiiillies niny be.’ 

‘Your honour sjieaks ower truly in that,* said 
Jeanie; ‘it was not with my will that 1 siioko 
wi’ him just iioiv, and not to wish the geiitlo- 
nian ony tiling but glide - -1 never -w isli to secbiiii 
lielw'een the eeii again.’ 

‘If you please,’ add( (I the reetor, ‘as you seem 
to be a seriously dis])osoil young woman, you may 
attend family worsliip in the liall this evening. 

‘I thank j-oiir honour,’ said Jeanie; ‘but I 
am doubtful it my atlendaiiee w’ould be to 
edification.’ 

‘ Ilow ! ’ said tlie )'(*efor ; * so young, and 
already niifortuiinti* enough to ]ia\e rioubts u])ori 
the duties of religion ! ’ 

‘God forbid, sir,’ rejjh'd Jeanie ; *i| is not for 
that; but I have been bred in the faith of tho 
sulfering remnant of tho I’l’i'bbyleriaii doctrine 
in Scotland, and I am doublful if 1 can lawfully 
attend upon your fashion of worshi[), seeing it 
has l)p<‘n testified against by many i»re(;ious souls 
of our kirk, and especially by my worthy father.’ 

‘Well, my good girl,’ said the reetor, with a 
good-humoured smile, ‘far be it from me to ]mi 
any force upon your conseii'iieo ; and yet you 
ought to reeolleet thal the same divine gi'aco 
dispenses it.s streams to other kingdoms as well 
as to Scotland. As it is as essential to our 
siuritual, as water to our earthly wants, its 
siiriiigs, various in eliaraeler, 3 ’ei alike* effieaeions 
in virtue, are to he found in abundance through- 
out the Christian world.’ 

‘Ah, but,’ said Jeanie, ‘tlioiigh the waters 
may be alike, yet, ivitli your worship’s leave, tho 
blessing upon th(*m may nut be equal. Tt W'oiild 
bavo been in vain for Is’aaiJian the Syrian Jejier 
to have bathul in riiarjwir and Abaiia, livers of 
Damaseus, when it was only the wateis of Jordan 
that -WTro sanctified for the cure.’ 

‘Well,’ said the reetor, ‘wv will not enter upon 
tho gi’eat debate betw'ixt our national churtmes 
at inesent. We must endeavour to satisfy yon, 
that, at least, amongst our errors, wo jireservo 
(Christian charity, and a desire to assist our 
brethren,’ 

He then ordered Mrs. Dalton into his pi-osenee, 
and eonsigned Jennie to her imrticnlar charge, 
with directions to bo kind to her, and with assur- 
ances, that, early in the moniuig, a trusty guide 
and a good horse should be ready to condvet 
her to Stamford. He then took a serious and 
dignified, yet kind leave of her, wishing her full 
BUcoesB in the objects of ber joui ncy, wdiieh he 
said he doubted not were laudable, from tho 
soundness of thinking which she had displayed 
in conversation. 

1 Jeanis was again conducted hy the liousokeejx'r 
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to her own ajmrtmeiit. Hut Uio evening was not 
destined to pass over without further torment 
from young SI aim ton. A paper was slipped into 
her hand by the faithful Tummas, which intim- 
ated his young master’s desire, or rather demand, 
to see her iiisUntly, and assured her ho had pro- 
vided against interiuption. 

‘Tell your young mast(*r/ said Jcaiiie openly, 
and regardless of all the iiinks and signs by 
wliieh Tummas strove to make her comprehend 
that Mrs. Dalton nas not to bo admitted into tlio 
secret of the correspondence, ‘ that 1 promised 
faithfully to his uoitliy father that 1 would not 
SCO him again.* 

‘Tummas,’ said Mrs. Dalton, *1 think you 
might bo muoli more eiedita})ly cmjdoyed, con- 
sidering the coat you ^\e.Lr, and the house you 
live in, than to b(‘ c'-iirying mc'j^iges between 
your young master and girls that cbain*o to bo 
in this house.’ 

‘ Why, Mrs. Dalton, as to that, 1 ivas hirecl to 
cany ine.ssages, and not to ask any questions 
about them ; and it’s not for the like of me to 
refuse the young gentleman’s hi<lding, if lie were 
a little wildisli or so. If tliere was hann meant, 
there’s no hann done, you see.’ 

‘ However, ’ .said Mr-s. Dalton, ‘I gio 3 mu fair 
warning, Tiinirnas Ditton, that an 1 cateli tliec 
at this work again, liis reverence shall make a 
clear house of you.* 

Thomas retired, ahaslied and in dismay. The 
rest of the evening passed away without any- 
thing ivorthy of notice. 

Jeaiiio enjoyed the comforts of a good bed and 
a sound sleep with glatefiil satisfaction, alter the 
l>orils and hardships of the ])rec(‘ding day ; and 
such was her fatigue, llnit sIk* sle}»t soumlly until 
six o'clock, when she was awakened hy Mrs. 
Dalton, who acquainted her that her guide and 
horse were ready, and in attendaiiee. She luistily 
rose, and, after her morning devotions, was .soon 
ready to resume her travels. The motherly care 
of the housokcejicr had jirovidcd an early break- 
fast, and, after she hud pax taken of this lefiesh 
ment, she found herself sale scaled on a pillion 
behind a stout Lincolnshire })ea.^aiit, who was, 
besides, armed with pistols, to protect her against 
any violence •which might lie offeied. 

They trudged along in silence for a mile or 
two along a country road, wliich j* inducted them, 
by hedge and gateway, into the principal high- 
way, a little beyond tirantham. At length her 
master of the liorse asked h^r wheth.T her name 
was not Jean, or Jane, Deans. She answered in 
the atfirmativc, with some sui pri.se. ‘ Tlu n here’s 
a bit of a note as eoneerns you,’ said tlio man, 
handing it over bis left shouhler. ‘It’s from 

« master, as I judge, and every man about 
igham is fain to ph asure him either for love 
or fear ; for lie’ll come co he landlord at last, let 
them say what they like. ’ 

Jeanie broke the seal of the note, wdiich was 
addressed to her, and read as follows ; - 

‘You refuse to sec me. 1 siipjioso y-ou arc 
shocked at iny character ; hut, iu painting nw- 
self such as I am, you should give mo eiedit for 
my sincerity. I am, at least, no liy[)ocrite. You 
refhse, however, to see mo, and your conduct may 
be natural— but is it wise? I have expressed 
nty anxiety to repair your sister’s misfortunes at 


the expense of my honour— my family’s honour 
— my own life ; and you think me too debased 
to be admitted oven to sacrifice what I have re- 
maiuing of honour, fame, and life, in her oausc. 
Well, if the offerer be despised, the victim is still 
equally at hand; and perhaps there may be 
justice in the docreo of Heaven, that 1 shall not 
have the melancholy credit of appearing to make 
thi«5 sacrifice out of my own free good-will. You, 
as you have declined my concur.’'encc, must take 
the whole upon yourself. Go, then, to the Duke 
of Argyle, and, w'heii other arguments fail you, 
tell him you have it in your poi'cr to bring to 
condign punishment the most active conspirator 
in the Porteoiis mob. He will hear you on this 
topic, should ho bo deaf to every other. Make 
your own terms, for they will bo at your own 
making. You know where 1 am to bo found ; 
and you may bo assured 1 will not give you the 
dark side of the hill, as at Muschat’s Cairn ; 1 
have no thoughts of stirring from the house I 
was horn in ; like the hare, I shall bo worried in 
the seat I started from. I repeat it — make your 
own terms. 1 need not remind you to ask your 
•sister’s life, for iliat you will do of course ; but 
make terms of advantage foryounsclf —ask wealth 
and reward — oflieo and income for Butler — a.sk 
anytliing — yon will get anything — and all for 
delivering to the lianas of the executioner a man 
most deserving of his oflice ; —one who, though 
young iu years, is old in wickedness, and wlioso 
most earnest desire Ls, after tlie storms of an un- 
quiet life, to sleep and be at rest.* 

This extraordinary letter uas subscribed with 
the initials G. S. 

Jeanio read it over once or twice wdth great 
attention, w'hich the slow' ]>acc of the horse, as 
he stalked through a deep lane, enabled her to 
do with facility. 

When she nail i^enised this billet, her first 
employment was to tear it into as .small pieces 
as ])ossible, and disperse these pieces in the air 
hy a few at a time, so that a docuinont containing 
so ]>crilous a secret might not fall into any other 
person’s hand. 

The question how’ far, in jxoint of extremity, 
she W'as entitled to save her sister’s life hy sacri- 
ficing that of a person wdio, though guilty tow’ards 
the state, had done her no injury, fonned tho 
next earnest and most ])aiuful subject of con- 
sideration. In one sense, indeed, it seemed as if 
denouncing the guilt of Staunton, the cause of 
licr sister’s errors and misfortunes, would hare 
been an act of just, and even providential retri- 
hutioi). But Jeaiiie, in the strict and severe 
tone of morality in w hich she was educated, had 
to consider not only tho general asjiect of a pro- 
posed action, but its justness and fitness in 
relation to tlie actor, before she could be,^ accord- 
ing to her own phrase, free to enter upon 
Wliat right had she to make a barter between 
the lives of Staunton and of Effio, and to sacrifice 
the one for the safety of the other ? His'guilt— 
that guilt for which ho was ainonahle to the laws 
—was a crime against the public, indeed, mt it 
was not against iier. 

Keithor did it seem to her that his share in the 
death of Porteous, though her mind revolted at 
the idea of using violence to any one, was in tho 
relation of a common murder, against the perpe- 
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trUftor of which every one is called to aid the 
nublio magistrate. That violent action was 
blended with many circumstances, which, in the 
eyes of those in Jeanie^s rank of life, if they did 
not alt(^ther de])rivo it of the character of guilt, 
softeuo^ at least, its most atrocious featui'os. 
The anxiety of the government to obtain convic- 
tion of some of the oifciidcrB, had but scrv cd to 
increase the public fc' 'ing which connected the 
action, thou^ violent and irregular, with the 
idea of ancient national independence. The 
rigorous measures adopted or proposed against 
the city of Edinburgh, the ancient metropolis of 
Scotland — the extremely unpopular and injudi- 
cions<.measuro of compelling the Scottish cleigy, 
contrary to their jiriiiciplcs and sense of duty, to 
promulgate from the jnilpit tlie reward otferod 
for the discovery of the perpetratoi's of this 
slaughter — had producc'd on the public mind the 
opposite consequences from what w’ero intended; 
and Jeanie felt conseions, that whoever should 
lodge information concerning that event, and for 
whatsoever purpose it might bo done, it would 
be considered as an act of treason against the in- 
dependence of Scotland. With tlie fanaticism 
of the Scottish Presbyterians, there was al\\a3s 
mingled a glow of national fV'cling, and tleani(‘ 
trembled at the idea of her name being handed 
down to posterity ivith that of the ‘fausc Afon- 
teath,* and one or two others, who, liaving 
deserted and betrayed the cause of their country, 
are damned to jjcrpetual remembrance and exe- 
cration among its peasantry. Yet, to part ■with 
Effie’s life once more, when a w^ord spoken might 
save it, pressed severely on the iniiicl of her 
alicctionato sister. 

* The Lord support and direct me ! ’ said Jeanie, 
‘for it sceniH to l)e his will to try mo with diffi- 
culties far beyond my ain strength.’ 

While this thought jiassed through J.oanie’s 
mind, her guard, tired ofkileiicc, began to show 
some inclination to bo communieath e. lie 
seemed a sensible, steady peasant, but, not having 
more delicacy or prudence than is common to 
those in his sitnatiou, he, of course, chose the 
Willingham family as the subject of his conver- 
sation. Erom this man Jeanie learned some 
])articulars of which she liad hitherto been ignor- 
ant, and which w'o will brictly recapitulate for 
the infonnatioii of the reader. 

The father of (Jeorge Staunton had bc(*ii bred 
a soldier, and, during service in tlie West Jiulies, 
liad married the heiress of a wealthy planter. 
Ey this lady ho had an only child, Oeorgo 
Staunton, the unhnpi)y young man who has 
been so often mentioned in this imrralivo, lie 
passed the first part of his early youth under 
the charge of a doting mother, and in the society 
of negro slaves, whoso study it -w^as to gratify 
)iis every caprice. His father w’as a man of worth 
* and sense ; but, as he alone retained tolerable 
health among the oflicers of the rcgiinont ho 
belonged to, he was much engaged with his duty. 
Asides, Mrs. Staunton was ])eautiful and wilful, 
an^ enjoyed but delicate health ; so that it was 
difficult for a man of alTection, humanity, and a 
quiet disposition, to struggle with her on the 
point of nor over-indulgence to an only child, 
indeed, what Mr. Stauntbn did do towards 
oountoracting the baneful effects of )iis wife’s 


system, only tended to render it more nemicioua ; 
for every restraiut imposed on the boy in his 
father’s presence, was compensated by treble 
licence during liis absence. So that George 
Staunton, acquired, even in childhood, the habit 
of regarding his father as a rigid censor, from 
whose severity he was desirous of emancipating 
himself as soon and absolutely as possible. 

When he ^^as about ten years old, and when his 
mind had receivc'd all the seeds of those evil- 
weeds which altiiuanls gi’cw apace, his mother 
died, and his lather, halt heart-broken, returned 
to England. To sum up hrr iinprudouco and 
nnjusti liable indulgcnee, slje liad contrived to 
lilaee a considerahlo [wiit oliher fortune at her 
son’s exclusive control or disposal, in coiisequeiico 
of which iiiaiiagcment, (Icoige Taunton had not 
been long in Knglaml till ho learned his inde- 
pendence, and how to abuse it. His father had 
endeavoured to i edify the defects of his education 
by pla(‘ing him in a well-regulated seminary. 
Hut although ho showed some rapacity for learn- 
ing, his riotous conduct soon hccaino intolerable 
to his teachers. He found means (too easily 
afforded to all youths ivho have certain expecta- 
tions) of procuring such a eoimiiand of money as 
oiiahled him to antic iimto in boyhood the frolics 
and follies of a moic mature age*, and, ■with these 
accomplishmenis, lie u as returned on his father’s 
hands as a prolligaic^ hoy, whoso example might 
ruin a hundred. 

The elder Mr. Staunton, whoso mind, since 
his wife’s death, had been tinged with a melan- 
choly, Inch certainly his son’s conduct did not 
tend to clisjicl, had takem oiders, and was in- 
ducted by his brother, Sir William Staunton, into 
the family living of Willingham. ’J'ho icvemio 
lias a matl(‘r of consecjueueo to him, for ho 
derived little advanltige from the e^^^ale of his 
late wife; and his own fortune ivas that of a 
younger brother. 

Ho took his son to reside with him at the 
rectory, but ho soon found that his disorders 
r^ndcicd him an intolciablc inmate. And as 
the young men of his own rank would not 
cndiiro llio purse-iuoud insolence of the Creole, 
he fell into lli.it t-iste for Icov s.K'icty, which is 
1V01SO tli.'in ‘jn’pssing to de-ath, i\hij»ping, or 
h.nigiiig. ' His father sent him abroad, blit ho 
only returned w’ilder and more desperate than 
before. It is line, this unhap]>y youth was not 
ivithout his good qualities. He had lively wit, 
good temper, reckless generosity, and manners 
wliich, ivhilo ho ivjs under restraint, might pass 
ivcll in society. Hut all these availed him 
nothing. He ivas so ivell acquainted with the 
turf, the gaming-table, the coek-pit, and every 
ivoiso roiuiezvous of folly and dissipation, that 
his mother’s fortune was spent boforo ho was 
twenty-one, and ho ivas soon in debt and in dis- 
tress. His early history may bo concluded in 
the W'ords of our British Juvenal, when describ- 
ing a similar character : — 

Headbtrong, detcrminerl in his own career, 

He thought reproof unjust^ and truth severe. 

The soul's disease was to its crisis come, 

He first abused, and then abjured, his home ; 

And when he chose a vagr.abond to be, 

He made his shame his glory, * I'll be free 1 ’ * 

* [Crabbe's Borough^ Letter xU-l 
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'And yet 'tta pity on Measter Geoi^ge, too/ 
cientinuoa the Uonest boor, ' for be haa an open 
hondi and winua let a poor body want an na 
has it,’ 

The virtue of })rofu6C generosity, by which, 
indeed, they Ihcrasolvos are most directly advan- 
taged, is rca<lily admitted by the vulgar as a 
cloak for many sins. 

At Stamfoid our heroine was deposited in 
safety by her communicative guide. She ob- 
tained a place in the coacli, which, although 
termed a light one, and accommodated with no 
fewer than six horses, only reached London on 
the afternoon of the second day. The recom- 
mendation of the elder Mi. Staunton proem ed 
Jeauie a civil receipt ion at the inn wliore the 
carnage stopped, and, by the aid ot Mrs. Bicker- 
ton’s eorrespondeiit, kUo found out her fiiond 
and relative, Mis, Glass, by vhom alie was 
kindly received and hospitably cnteitained. 


CHAPTER XXX JV. 

My name is Argyll, ymi may well think it strange, 
To live at the cuuit and never to change. 

Ballad. 

Frw names deserve more honourable mention 
in the liistory of Scotland, during this iieriod, 
than that of John, Duke of At gyle and Green- 
wich. llis tnleiits as a statesman and a soldier 
were generally admitted ; ho was not without 
ambition, but 'without the illmss that attends 
it’ — witliout that iiregnlarity of tliought and 
aim,' w'hich often excites gi’eat men, in his 
peculiar situation (lor it was a very iieculiar 
one), to grasp the means of raising tlieinsoVes to 
power, at the iisk of throwing a kingdom into 
confusion. Tope has distinguished him as 

Argyle, Iho state’s whole thunder horn to wield, 
And shake alike the senate and the field. 

Ho was alike free from the ordinary vices of 
statesmen, falsehood, namely, and dissimula- 
tion ; ami from those of warriors, inordinate and 
violent thirst after self-aggrandizement. 

kSeotland, his native country, stood at this 
time in a very proearious and doubtful situation. 
She was indeed united to England, hut the 
cement had not had time to aeqiuio consistence. 
The irritation of ancient wrongs still subsisted, 
and betwixt the fietful jealou^.y of tlie Scottish, 
and the supeicilioiis disdain of the English, 
quarrels repeat c^dly occuried, in the course of 
which the national league, so iinjiurtant to the 
safety of lioth, was iii the utmost danger of 
being disHolvwl. Scotland had, besides, the 
disadvantage of being divided into intestine 
fiidtions, which hated cai b other bitterly, and 
waited out a .signal to break forth into action. 

tn such circumsliinc es, another man, with the 
totenta and^rank of Argyle, but without a mind 
sp happily remdated, would have sought to rise 
from the earth in the whirlwind, and diioct its 
iVLty* He eliosc a course more safe and more 
k<moiairabl6. 

' above the petty distinctions of fko- 

^ Ypioe was raisedi whether in office or 


opposition, for those meaanres Which were at 
onoe just and lenient. Bis high military talents 
enabled him, during the memorable year 1715, 
to lender such services to the Bouse of Banover, 
OB, perhaps, were too great to be either acknow- 
ledged or repaid. Ho had employed, too, his 
utmost influence in softening the eonseqiienoes 
of that insurrection to the unfortunate gentle- 
men whom a ‘mistaken sense of loyalty had 
engaged in the affair, and was rewaraed by the 
esteem and affection of his country in an 'un- 
common degree. This ])opularity, with a dis- 
contented and warlike people, was supposed to 
be a subject of jealousy at court^ whCre the 
power to become dangerous is sometimes of itself 
obnoxious, though the ineliuation is not united 
with it. Besides, the Duke of Argyle’s inde- 
pendent and somewhat haughty mode of cx- 
pTo<!«ing himself in parliament and acting in 
public wore ill calculated to attract royal favour, 
He was, therefore, always respected, and often 
employed ; but he was not a favourite of George 
the Second, his consoit, or his ministers. At 
several different periods in his life, the duke 
might be considered as in absolute disgrace at 
court, although he could hardly be said to bo a 
declared member of o]>positioii. This rendered 
him the dearer to Scotland, because it w'as 
usually in licr cause that ho incurred the dis- 
pleasure of his sovereign ; and upon this very 
occasion of the Porleous mob, the animated and 
eloquent op^iosition which ho had offered to the 
severe measures which were about to he adopted 
towards tho city of Edinburgh, was the more 
gratefully received in that metropolis, as it was 
understood that the duke's interi>osition had 
given personal offence fo Queen Caroline. 

His conduct upon this occasion, os, indeed, 
that of all the Scottish members of the legisla- 
ture, with one or two unworthy exoeptions, had 
been in the highest degree spirited. Tho popu- 
lar tradition, concerning his reply to Queen 
Caroline, has been mven already, and ^mo frag- 
ments of Ills spoemi against the Porteoiis Bui 
are still remembered. He retorted upon tho 
chancellor. Lord Hardwieke, the insinuation 
that he had stated himself in this case rather 
I as a mrty than as a judge : — * I appeal,’ said 
Argyle, 'to tho House — to the nation, if I can 
be justly branded with the infamy of being a 
jobber or a partisan. Have I been a briber of 
votes? — a buyer of boroughs? — the agent of 
eon uption for any puimose, or on behalf of any 
party ? — Consider my fife ; examine my actions 
in trio field and in the cabinet, and see where 
there lies a blot that can attach to my honour. 

I have shown myself the friend of my country 
— the loyal subject of my king. I am ready to 
do so again, without an instant's regard to the 
froivns or smiles of a court. 1 h(^ve eitperienced 
both, and am prepared with indifference' for 
either. 1 have given my reasons for opposing 
this hill, and have marie it appear that it is 
repugnant to the international treaty of union, 
to the liberty of Scotland, and, reflectively, to 
that of England, to common justice, to common 
sense, and to the public interest. Sliall the 
metropolis of Scotland, the capital of an inde- 
pendent nafaon, the residence of a long line of 
whom noble was gras^ 
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ftod dl^ided-^shall such a oitjr, for th6 fafUi of 
An obaoure and unknown body of rioters, be 
deprired of its bonoui's and its priviloges-^its 
gates and its miards ?— and shall a natiro Scots- 
man tamely behold the havoc ? 1 gloiy, niy 
lords, in opposing such unjust rigour, and 
reckon it my dearest pride and honour to stand 
up in defence of my native country while thus 
lud open to undeserved shame, and unjust 
spoliation.’ 

Other statesmen and orators, both Scottish 
and English, used the same arguments, tlie l>ill 
Was gradually stripped of its most uppressive 
and ^noxious clauses, and at length ended in a 
fine upon the city of Edinburgh in favour of 
Porteous’s widow. So tliat, as somebody ob- 
served at the lime, the whole of tliese fierce 
debates ended in making the fortune of an old 
cook-maid, such having been the good woman s 
original capacity. 

The court, however, did not forgot the baflle 
they had received in this affair, and the Duke of 
Argyle, who had conlriiuited so much to ii, was 
thereafter considered as a person in disgrace. 
It is necessary to place these circunistaitces 
under the reader’s observation, both because 
they are connected with the preceding and sith- 
seouent part of our naiTalivc. 

The duke was alone in his study, Avhen one of 
his gentlemen acquainted him that a 001111117“- 
girl, from Scotland, was desirous of speaking 
with his (trace. 

* A country -girl, and from Scotland 1 * said the 
duke j * what can have brought the silly fool to 
> London ? — Some lover iircssed and sent to sea, 
or some stock sunk in IJie South-Sea funds, or 
some sucli hopeful concern, I suppose, and then 
nobody to manage the matter hut MacCallum- 
more. — Well, this same popularity has its in- 
conveniences. — However, show our country- 
woman up, Archibald — it is ill manners to keep 
.her in attendance.’ 

A young woman of rather low stature, and 
whose countenance might bo termed very modest 
and pleasing in expression, though sunburnt, 
somewhat freckled, and not possessing regular 
features, was ushered into the splendid library. 
She wore the tartan plaid of lier country, ad- 
justed so as partly to cover her head, and partly 
to fall back over lier shoulders. A quantity of 
fair hair, disposed witJi great simplicity and 
neatness, appeared in front of her rouiul and 
good-hnmoured face, to which the solemnity of 
net errand, and her sense of the duke’s rank 
and importance, gave on appearance of deep awe, 
but not of slavish fear, or fluttered bashfulness. 
The rest of Joanie’s dress was in tlie style of 
Scottish maidens of her own class ; but ananged 
with that scrupulous attention to neatness and 
cleanliness, w'hioh we often find united with 
that purity of mind, of which it is a natural 
emblem. 

She stopped near the entrance of the room, 
made her deepest reverence, and crossed her 
upon her bosom, without uttering a 
syllable* The Duke of Argyle advanced towards 
her ; and, if she admired his graceful deport* 

‘ ment ftud rich dress, decorated with the orders 
which h4d been deservedly bestowed on liim, 
Ut oourteoua maimer, and ^tdok jUid inf^elli^nt 


east of oodnteuanco, he on hhf part not 
lest, or leas deservedly, airuok with tl>e quiet 
sinix>Ucity aud modesty expressed in the diess, 
mauuers, and countenance of bis humble 
cou 11 tiy woman. 

* Did you wish to speak with me, my bonnie 
lass?’ said tlie duke, Using the encouraging 
c])iniet which at once acknowledged the oou- 
nectioii hetwivt them as eountry-folk ; *or did 
you wish to see the duchess ? ’ i 

*Aly business is with your honour, my lord— 

I mean your lonlsliip’s Grace.’ 

‘And what is it, my good girl?’ said the 
duke, in the same mild «nd encouraging tone 
of voice. Jeaiiio looked at the attendant. 
‘Jjcavo us, Arcliihald,’ said the duke, ‘and 
wait in the anteroom.’ The domestic retired. 
‘And now sit down, my good lass,’ Said the 
dnko ; ‘ tnke your ])reath — take your time, and 
tell me what you have got to say. 1 guess by 
your dress, you are just come up from poor 
Scotland. — Did ypii como through the streets 
in your tartan plaid ?’ 

‘No, sir,' said Jeanie ; ‘a friend brought me 
in ami 0’ their street coaches- a very decent 
woman,’ she added, her courage increasing as 
she hcoamo familuir wdth the sound of her own 
voice in sucli a jirescnce ; ‘your lordship’s Grace 
kens her— it’s Mrs. Glass, at the sign 0’ the 
Thistle.’ 

‘ 0 , my wortliy snuff-merchant. — I lyivo 
always a chat with* Mrs. Glass wlicn I purchase 
my Scots high-driid. Well, but your business, 
my bonnie w’omaii — time aud tide, you know, 
wait for no one.’ 

‘Your honour -I beg your lordship’s pardon 
— I moan your Grace, ’—tor it must he noticed, 
that this matter of addressing the duko by his 
apprepriate title had been anxiously inculcated 
upon Jeanie by her friend Mrs. Glass, in whoso 
eyes it was a matter of such importance, that 
her last words, as Jeanie left the coach, Were, 

‘ Mind to say your Grace } ’ and Jeanie, who 
had scarce ever in her life spoke to a pei-son 
of higher quality than the Laird of Dumbiedikes, 
found great difliculty in arranging her language 
according to the rules of ceremony. 

Tlio duke, wdio saw lior cml)ana.ssmeut, said, ' 
with his usual affability, ‘Nover mind my Grace, 
lassie ; just speak out a 2)]ain tale, and show 
you have a Scots tonguo in your licad.’ 

‘Sir, I am inucklo obliged.— Sir, I am the 
sister of that poor unfortimato criminal, Efflo 
Deans, wdio is 0Td(*red for execution at Edin* 
burgh. ’ 

‘ Ah ! ’ said the duke, ‘ I have heard of that 
unhappy story, I think — a case of child-iourder, 
under a sjiccial act of parliament. — Duncan 
Forbes mentioned it at dinner the other day.’ 

‘And I was come u]) frae the north, sir, to 
SCO w'hat could be done for her in the way of 
getting a reprieve or pardon, sir, or the like of 
that.' 

‘Alas! my poor gill,' said the dUke; ‘ydu 
have made a long and a sad journey to very 
little puriwse.'^Your sister is ordered for exe* 
cation.* 

‘ But I am given to understand that there ie 
law for reprieving her, if it iB in the king's^ 
pleaetire/ said Jeanie, 



'OAttulttly there ie,* wid tho duke; ‘but 
that Is purfly in the king’s breast The enme 
beeh hut too common' — the Soots crown* 
UwreiU think it is right there should be an 
eisample. Then the late disorders in Edinburgh 
have excited a prejudice in government against 
the nation at large, which they think can only 
be managed by measures of intimidation and 
severity. What argument have you, my poor 
girl, except tho warmth of your sisterly aftcction, 
to offer against all this ? — What is your interest ? 
What friends have you at court ^ * 

‘None, excepting God and your Grace,’ said 
Jeanie, still keeping her ground resolutely, 
however. 

* Alas ! ’ said iho duke, ‘ I could almost say 
with old Oimond, that there could not bo any 
whose influence was smaller uith kings ana 
ministers. It is a cruel part of our situation, 
young woman— I nioan of tho situation cf men 
in my ciicumstances, that tho public ascribe to 
them influence which they do not possess ; and 
that individuals are led to expect from them 
assistance which \s c have no means of rendering. 
But candour and jilain dealing is in tlic power of 
every one, and I must not let you imagine you 
have resources in my influence, which do not 
exist, to make your distress the heavier. — I 
have no means ol averting your sistei’s fate. — 
She must die.* 

* We must a’ die, sir,* said Jeanie ; ‘it is our 
common doom for our father’s transgression ; 
hut wo shoiildna hasten ilk other out o’ the 
world, that’s what your honour kens better than 
me.* 

‘My good youug woman,* said tho duke 
mildly, ‘ we are all apt to blame tho law under 
which we immediately suffer ; but you seem to 
liave been well educated in your line life, 
and you must know that il is alike the law ot 
Gorl and man, that tlu* niurdeicr shall surely 
die.* 

‘ But, sir, Effie— that is, my pool sister, sir — 
canna be pioved to be a muidcrcr ; and if she 
be not, and the law' take lior life notwithstand- 
ing, wha is it that is tlie nuudcicr then ? ’ 

‘ I nin no lawyer,' said the duke ; ‘and I own 
I think the statute a very severe one.* 

‘You are a law’-maker, sir, witli your leave; 
and therefore yo liave pow^r ovei tho Jaw,* 
answered Jeanie. 

‘Not in my inJividunl cajudiy,’ said the 
duke ; ‘ thougn, ns one of a l*i.rgo body, I have 
a voice in the legislation. But that cannot 
serve you — nor ha\o I at present, I care not 
who knows it, so much jicisonal influence with 
the sovereign as would entitle mo to ask from 
liifh the most iiisigniflennt favour. What could 
tempt you, youug woman, to address yourself 

tomer 

'It was yoursel’, sii.’ 

* Myself r he replied. — ‘ I am sure you have 
ntvar seeu me before.* 

*jNb, ?if; hut a* tho woild kens that tho 
Duk0 of Argylo is his country’s friend ; and 
UM ye flght for the right, and speak for the 
Ima that there’s nano like you in our 
imem Israel, and so tlmy that think them* 
Mtik ‘wrange4 dxaw to refu;;^ under your 
jif'ye wunna stir to ^avo the 


blood of an innocent^ oountrywomaa of yoov 
ain^ trhat ehooid etpeot fzM Southern and 
strangers t And maybe 1 had another reason 
for troubling your honour.* 

‘ And what is that f * aeJeed the duke. 

‘ I hao understood from my father, that your 
honour’s house, and especially your gudesite 
and his father, laid down their lives on the 
scaffold in the persecuting time. And my 
father was honoured to gie his testimony baith 
in the cage and in the pillory, as is speraally 
mentioned in the books of Pafrick Walker the 
packman, that your honour, 1 daresay, kens, 
for he uses maist partly tho westh nd of Second. 
And, sir, there’s ane that takes concern in me, 
that wished me to gang to your Grace’s presence, 
for his gudosiro had done your gracious mide- 
sire some good turn, as ye will see frae these 
jiipora.* 

With these words, she delivered to tho duke 
the little parcel which she had received from 
Butler, lie opened it, and, in the envelope, 
read with some surprise, “‘Muster-roll of tlie 
men serving in tho troop of that godly gentle- 
man, Captain Salathiel Bangtoxt. — Obadiah 
Muggleton, Sin-Desj^ Double-knock, Stand- 
fa3at-in-faith Ginps, Tum-to-the-right Thw»aok- 

away ” Wliat the douce is this * A list of 

Praise-God Barcbones’s Pailiament, 1 think, or 
of old Noll’s evan^lical army — that last fellow 
should understand his wheelings, to judge by 
his name. — But wrhat does all this mean, my 
girl»’ 

‘It was tho other paper, sir,’ said Jeanie, 
somewhat ahabhed at the mistake. ^ 

‘ 0, this is my unfortunate grandfather’s hand, 
sure enough — “ To all who may have friendship 
for the Louse of Argyle, these are to certify, 
that Benjamin Butler, of Monk’s remment of 
dragoons, having been, under God, the means 
of saving my life from four English troonen 
who wore about to slay me, I, having no other 
present means of recompense in my «power, do 
give him this aoknowledgment, hoping that 
it may be useful to him or his dining these 
troublesome times ; and do conjure iny friends, 
tenants, kinsmen, and whoever will do aught 
for me, either in the Highlands or Lowlands, to' 
protect and assist tho said Benjamin Butler, 
and his friends or family, on their lawful oooa^ 
sions, giving them such countenance, mainten* 
anoo, and supply, as may correspond witlv the 
benefit ho liatn bestowed on mo ; witness my 
hand — Loii»E.” 

‘This is a strong ii^unction. — This Box^amin 
Butler was your grandfather, I suppose Y ou 
seem too young to liave been his daughter.* 

‘ He wras nae akin to me, sir — ^he was grand- 
father to ane — to a neighbour’s son — ^to a sincere 
weel-wisher of mine, sir,* dropping her little 
curtsey as she spoke. 

‘0, I understand,* said tho duko-^'a 
love affair. He was tho grandsire of one yotl 
are engaged to ? ' 

‘ One I was engaged to, sir,* said ^e$|iie» 
sighing; ‘but this unhappy business of^my 
lK)or sister * 

‘What ’ * said t}io duke ha0tily*^*be lias n<*t 
deserted yo\i ou that account/ haS he V 
'No, ur; he *ad bo tho iMt 
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in dititmlties/ sfl^id Jeanio ; *but I luiiun tliink 
t6t him as weel as for mvaeV, He is a clergy- 
man, «!r, and it would not beseem him to 
matry the like of me, wi' this disgrace on my 
kindred.* 

* You are a singular young woman,* said the 
duke. 'You seem to me to think of every one 
before yourself. And have you really come up 
flrom Edinburgh on f(v t, to attcm])t this hopeless 
solicitation for your wster’s life ^ ’ 

*It was not a’thegither on foot, sir,* answered 
Jeanie ; * for 1 sometimes got a cast in a waggon, 
and I liad a horse fioni Perrybridge, and then 
the Coach * 

‘'Well, never mind all that,’ interrupted the 
dnke. — ‘What reason have you for thinking 
your sister innocent ? * 

‘Because she has not been proved guilty, as 
will appear from looking at those papers.* 

She put into his hand a note of tiio evidence, 
and copies of her sister’s declaration. These 
})apers Butler had procured after her departure, 
and Saddletree had them forwarded to London, 
to Mrs. Glass’s care, so that Jeanio found tho 
documents, so necessary for supporting her suit, 
lying ill readiness at her arrival. 

‘Sit down ill that chair, my good girl,* said 
the duke, * until I glance over the pajieis.* 

She obeyed, and watched with the utmost 
anxiety each change in his countenance as ho 
cast his eye through tho papers brieily, yet with 
attention, and making memoranda as he w'ont 
along. After reading them hastily over, ho 
looked up, and seemed about to speak, yet 
''changed nis j)urpose, as if afraid of committing 
himself by giving too hasty an opinion, and 
road over again several passages whicli ho had 
marked as being most impoitant. All this ho 
did in shorter time than can be supposed by 
men of ordinary talents ; for his mind was of 
that acute and penetrating chaiaeter which 
discovers, with tho glaiieo of intuition, what 
facts bear*on tho particular point that chances 
to be subjected to consideration. At length ho 
rose, after a few minutes’ deep reflection. — 
‘Young w'oman,* said he, ‘your sister’s case 
must certainly be tcinicd a hard one.’ 

* God bless you, sir, for that very w’ord ! ’ said 
Jeanie. 

‘It seems contrary to the genius of British 
law,’ continued tho duke, ‘to take that for 
mnted which is not inovod, or to punish with 
death for a crime, wliieh, for aught the pio- 
secutor has been able to show, may not have 
been committed at all.’ 

‘God bless you, sir ! ’ again said Jeanie, w^ho 
.had risen from her seat, and, with clasped 
hands, eyes glittering through tears, and features 
whioh trembled with anxiety, drank in every 
word which the duke uttered. 

‘But, alas! my poor girl,’ ho continued, 
^What good will my opinion do you, unless I 
could impress it upon those in whose hands your 
sister's lue is placed by tho law ? Besides, I am' 
no lawyer ; and I must speak with some of our 
SccAlsh gentlemen of tho gown about the 
matter.* 

SIT, whtft sGctna reasonable to your 
ho|Mmr» >viU c^tainly l)o the same to them,’ 

c^Mfred Jeanie. 


‘ I do hem tuv replied the duke ; ‘ ilka 
man oucldeB his belt his ain g^t— yon know 
our old Scots pit)Vcrb t— -But you sball not have 
placed this imianoe on me ^together in vain. 
Leave those papers with me, and you shall hear 
from me to-morrow or next day. Take care to 
bo at homo at Mrs. Glass’s, and ready to come 
to me at a moment’s warning. It will be un- 
necessary for you to give Mrs. Glass the trouble 
in atteiul you and, by tho by, you will please 
to bo dressed just os you are at present.* 

‘ 1 wad hae putten on a ca]>, sir,’ said Jeanie, 

‘ but your honour kens it isiia the fashion of my 
country for single women ; and I judged that, 
being sac mony hundred miles frao hame, your 
Grace’s heart wad warm to the tartan,’ looking 
at the corner of her plaid. 

‘You judged quite right,’ said tho duke, * I 
know tho full value of tho snood ; and MacCal- 
luinmorc’s heart will be as cold as death can 
make it, w^hen it docs not warm to the tartan. 
Now, go away, afnd don’t bo out of the way 
when 1 send.’ 

Jeanie replied, — ‘There is little fear of that 
sir, for I have little lieart to go to see sights 
amaiig this wilderness of black houses. But if 
I might say to your gracious honour, that if ye 
ever condescend to speak to ony ano that is of 
gi cater degree than yoiirsel*, tliough maybe it 
isna civil in me to say sae, just if you would 
tliink there can be uao sic odds between yon and 
them, as between ]>oor Jeanie Deans from St. 
Leonard’s and tho Duke of Argyle ; and so dinna 
be chappit back or east down W’i’ the first rough 
answer.' 

*I am not apt,’ said the duke, laughing, ‘to 
mind rough answers much, — Do not you hope 
too much from what 1 have promised. I will 
do my best, but God has the hearts of kings iu 
his own hand.' 

Jeanio curtseyed reverently and withdrew, 
attended by the duke’s gentleman, to her 
hackney-coach, with a respect which her appear- 
ance *did not demand, but which W'as peiiiaps 
paid to the length of tho interview with W’hich 
liib master had honoured her. 


CIJAnER XXXW 

Ascend^ 

While ladiant summer opens all its pride, 

Ihy hill, delightful Shene! Heie let us sweep 

Ihe boundless landscape. ^ 

Thomson. 

Fkom her kind and offleious, but eomowhat 
gossiping friend, Mrs. Glass, Jeanie underwent 
a very close catcehisTn on their road to the 
Strand, where the Thistle of the good lady 
flourished iu full glory, and, with its legend of 
Nm .0 me impunCf disiinj^ishcd a shop then 
well knowm to all Scottish folk of Jbigh and 
low deCTee. 

‘Ana were you sure aye to say y<wr Orace to' 
him ¥' said the good old lady ; ‘ mr ane Should 
make a distinction between MacCallummore and 
tho bits o' Southern bodies that th^ ca’ loi^ 
hero—^thbVe are as mony o’ thdm, Jeatii^^ ^ould 
gar ano think th^y maun cost but little fash is 



of them I wadna trust y six- 
fwanl^* worth of blaok-rappee— Some of them I 
Wdna gie tnfveV the trouble to vnt tip a hapny- 
worth Tn brown paper for.— But I hope you 
showed your breeding to the Duke of Argyle, 
for what sort of folk would he think your friends 
in I^ndon, if you had been lording him, and 
him a duko i ’ 

'Do didna seem mucklo to mind,’ said Jcanie ; 
‘he keli’d tliat I was landward bred.’ 

* Weel, weel,’ answered the good lady. * His 
Grace kens Uio weel ; so 1 am the less anxious 
about it. I never fill his snUlf box but be says. 

How d’ye do, good Mrs. (?]as9 ^ — JIow are all 
our friends in the North?” or it may be — * Have 
ye heard from tbo North lately/” And you 
may be sure, I mako my best eiirtscy, ami 
answer, ‘*My lord duke, 1 hope your Gi act’s 
noble duchess, and your Grace’s young ladies, 
are well ; and I hope the sunlf continues to give 
your Grace satisfaction.” And then ye will see 
the people in the shop begin to look about them ; 
and if there’s a Scotsman, as there may be thieo 
or half-a-dozen, a(f go the hats, and nioiiy a look 
after him, and ‘‘There goes the rrineo of Scot- 
land, God bless him ! ” But yo have not told 
me yet the very words he said t’ye. ’ 

Jeanie had no intention to be quite so com- 
municative. She had, as tbo rearlcr may have 
observed, some of the caution and shiewdiiess, 
as well as of the simplicity of her country. She 
answered generally, that the duko bad receivivl 
her very com|Missionately, and had jiromisod to 
interest himself in her sister’s allair, and to let 
her hear from liim in the course of the next <l<iy, 
or the day after. She did not choose to make 
any mention of liis having desired her to bo in 
readiness to attend him, far less of bis liint, that 
she should not bring her landlady. So that 
honest Mrs. Glass was obliged to remain satisfied 
with the general iutelligeiiee above ineiitioiied, 
after having clone all sho could to extract more. 

It may easily bo coneeivc*fl that, on the next 
day, Jeanie declined all invitations and indiiee- 
ments, whether of exercise or curiosity, to walk 
abroad, and continued to inhale the close, 
and somewhat professional atmosjdiere of Mis. 
Glass’s small parlour. Tlio latter llavour it 
owed to a certain cupboard, containing, among 
other articles, a few canistei-s of real Havannah, 
wliiob, whether from respect to the manufacture, 
or out of a reverent fear of the exciseman, Mns. 
Glass did not care to trust in the open shop 
below, and which communicated to the loom a 
scent that, however fragrant to tlio nostrils uf 
the connoisseur, was not very agreeable to those 
of Jeanie. 


^ Dear sirs,’ she said to herself, * I wonder how 
my cousin’s silk manty, and liei gowjl watch, or 
cmythipg in the world. c.jn he woith sitting 
all her life in this little stifiiug room, 
m mSpt walk on green braes if sho liked.* 

Glass was equally surprised at her 
■s QOum^ relnotance to stir abroad, and her 
Jadlffortnoa to the fine sights of Lundom ‘ It 
. ;,W 03 aW Wt^rays help to pass away the time,’ she 
'to have something to look at, though ane 
distreae.' Dut Jeanie was unnersnaduhled 
day after her interview with the duke 
jMbf in that 'hope delayed, which maketh 


the heart sick/ Minutes glided after 
-^hours fled after hours*»it became too late to 
have any reasonable expectation of hearing ilrom 
the duke that day; yet the hope trhi& 
disowned, she could not altogether relinquish, 
and her heart throbbed, and her cars tingled, 
with every casual sound in the shop below. It 
>\as in vain. The day wore away in the anxiety 
of protracted and fruitless expectation. 

The next morning commenced in tlio same 
manner. But before noon, a well-dressed 
gentleman entered Mrs. Glass’s shop, and re- 
quested to s(‘o a young w^ornan fiom Scotland. 

‘Tli.it will bo my cousin, Jeanie Deans, Mr. 
Archibald,’ said Mis. Glass, with a curt^ of 
1 pcognisaiioe, ‘ Have you any message for lier 
from his Giaco the Duko of Argyle, Mr. Archi- 
bald * I will carry it to her iii a moment.’ 

‘I believe I must give her the trouble of 
stepping down), Mrs. Glass.’ 

‘Jeanie — Jeanie Deans • * said Mrs. Ghsss, 
screaming at the bottom of tbo little staircase, 
w'hieh aseontlcd fiom the corner of the shop to 
Iho higher regions. ‘Jeanie— Jennie Deans, I 
say • eoine down -staiis ‘instantly ; here is the 
1 )uke of Argyle’s groom ot the chambers desires 
to see you directly.’ This was announced in 
a voice so loud, as to make all who chanced 
to be within healing aware of the imi>ortant 
communication. 

It may easily bo supposed that Jeanie did 
not tarry long in adjusting herself to attend the 
sninmous, yet her feet almost failed her as she 
came down-sUirs. 

‘I must ask the favour of your company a 
little w^ay,* said Aicliihald, w'ith civility. 

‘ 1 am quite ready, sir,’ said Jeanie. 

‘Js my cousin going out, Mr. Archibald? 
then I will hao to go wi’ her, no doubt. — - 
James Rasper — Look to the shop, James.— ♦Mr. 
Archibald,' pushing a jar tow'airls him, *yoU 
take his Grace’s mixture, 1 think* Please to 
till your box, for old acquaintani e’ safic, while I 
get on my things.’ 

Mr. Archibald transferred a modest mrcel of 
snuff from tlie jiir to his own mull, hut said 
he w’as obliged to decline tlio pleasure of Mrs. 
Glass’s company, as liis message w’as particularly 
to the young person. ' 

‘ Pai-ticularly to tbo young person ? * said Mrs. 
Glass ; ‘is not tliat uncommon, Mr. Archibald? 
But his Grace is the Iwst jmlgo ; and you are a 
steady person, Mr. Archibald. It is not every 
one that (*omes from a groat man's house 1 
would trust my cousin with. — But, Jeanie, yoti 
must not go through the streets with Mr. Arohi- 
hald with yonr tartan what-d’ye-coll-it there 
upon your shoulders, as if you had come up 
with a drove of Highland cattle. Wait till I 
bring down my silk cloak. Why, we’ll havd 
the mo>) after you ! ’ 

‘I have a haeknov-coach in waiting, madanr,* 
said Mr. Archibald, iutori-nptiiig the officitfils 
old lady, from whom Jeanie might otherwise 
have found it difficult to escape; I 

believe, I must not allow her time for tfny 
change of dress,’ 

Bo saying, ho hurried Jeanie into the ikMohi 
wmle she mternally praised and tfondeiM w 
the easy manner iq Which he shifted * 
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ofiloioiis ofiers and inquiries, 'triihout 
Saentioning his master's orders, or entering into 
ftuy explanation. 

On Entering the coach, Mr. Archibald seated 
himself in the front seat opposite to our heroine, 
and they drove on in silence. After they had 
driven nearly half-an-hoiir, without a word on 
either side, it occurred to Jeanio that the dis- 
tance and time did Mot correspond with that 
which had been occupied by her joumey on the 
former occasion, to and from the residence of 
the Duke of Argylc. At length she oouhl not 
help asking her taciturn companion, 'Wliilk 
way they were going ? ' 

‘My lord duke will infoim you hinisclf, 
madam,' answered Archibald, willi the same 
solemn courtesy which marked his whole de- 
meanour. Almost as ho spoke, the huckney- 
coach drew up, and the coachman dismounted 
and opened tlio door. Arcliibald got out, and 
assisted Jeanio to get down. She found herself 
in a large turnpike road, Avithoiit the bounds of 
London, upon the other side of which road was 
drawn up a plain chariot and four horses, the 
panels without anus, and the servants without 
liveries. 

‘You have been punctual, I sec, Jeanie,’ said 
the Duke of Argylo, as Archibald oi)Piicd the 
carriage-door. ‘You must be my companion 
for the rest of the way. Archibald will remain 
hero with the hackney-coach till your return.’ 

Ere Jeanio could make answer, she found 
herself, tg her no small astonishment, seated by 
the side of a duke, in a carriage which rolled 
forward at a rai>id yet smooth rate, very ditlcr- 
eiit in both particulars from the luiubcriug, 
jolting vehicle which she had just left ; and 
which, lumbering and jolting as it was, con- 
veyed to one who liad seldom been in a coach 
beiore, a certain feeling of dignity and im- 
portance. 

* Young^womau,’ said the dnkc, ‘after think- 
ing as attentively on your sister's case as is in 
my power, I continue to bo impressed with the 
belief that groat injustice may bo done by the 
execution of her sentence. So arc one or two 
liberal and intelligent lawyers of both countries 
whom I have spoken witli.— Nay, pray hear me 
out before yon tliaiik me,— I have already told 
you my personal eonvictiou is of little conse- 
quonoe, unless I couhl impress the same upon 
others. Now I have done for you what I voiild 
certainly not have done to serve any purpose of | 
ny own — I have asked an audieneo of a lady 
wnose interest with the king is deservedly very 
lugh. It has been allowed mo, aud 1 am 
desirous tliat you should see her and speak for 
yourself. You have no occasion to be almsbed ; 
tell your story simply, as you did to me.' I 

‘I am much obbged to your Grace,' said 
Jeanie, remembering Mrs. Glass’s charge, ‘and 
1 am sur^ since I have had the comage to speak 
to your Grace in poor Efiio’s cause, I have less 
reason td be ehamefacod in speaking to a loddy. 
But, ^r, I would like to ken what to ca' her, 
whetner your grace, or your honour, or your 
leddyship, as we say to lairds and leddics in 
Seotinnd, and I will take care to mind it ; for I 
leddwa are fhll mair partieular than ^tle- 
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‘You bate w occaaion to call her anything 
j but madam. Just say what you think is likely 
! to make the best impression — look at me fiom 
time to time— and if 1 put my hand to my 
cravat so '—(showing her the motion) — ‘you u ill 
stop ; but 1 shall only do this when you say 
anything that is not likely to please.' 

‘Ihit, sir, your Grace,' said Jeanie, ‘if il 
wahiia ower niiicklo trouble, wad it no be hotter 
to tell mo ^^bat I should siiy, aud I could get it 
)>y heart ® ' 

‘Ni», Jeanie, that uouhl not have the same 
effect '“that would bo like n.uliiig a sermon, you 
know', which no gf)od rnshytcuniiM tliiiik has 
lc«^s imclion tliau uhen sp«>lvcii without book,* 
replied the duke. Must speak 0*^ plainly aud 
bohlly to this lady, ns you did fo me the day 
before yesterday , and il 3011 can gain her consent, 
I’ll wad yo a plack, as we say in tlic North, that 
you get the ])ar(lon from the king.* 

As he spoke, ho took a pamphlet from hw 
pocket, and began to Ksnl. .Icanie liad good 
sense and tact, which const itii to betwixt them 
that whi(*h is called natural good breeding. 
81 ie intcipreted the duke's maimiivro as a hint 
that she was to ask no more questions, and slio 
remained silent ats'ordingly. 

The earriago rolhsj rapidly oinvards through 
fertile nu'adows, oriiamenti‘d with sjdondid old 
oaks, and r'atehing occasionally a glniieo of the 
niajevstio mirror of a bioad and placid river. 
After passing through a pleasant village, the 
e(|uipago stop2)ed on a commanding emiuenoo, 
wlicro the heauty of English hmdscHpo was dis- 
played in its utmost hixunaneo. Jlcro the duke 
alighted, and dcsijcrl Jeanie to follow him. 
They paused for a moment on the brow of a hill, 
to gaze on the unrivalled lands(‘apc which it 
presented. A huge sea ol verdure, w'ith crossing 
and intersecting promontoricH of massive and 
tufted groves, w\as tenanted by numberless 
flocks and Lords, which seemed to wander 
unrestraintMl and unbounded through the rich 
pastures. The Tliames, hero turreted with 
villas, and th(‘re garlanded W'ith forests, moved 
on slowdy and jdaeidly, like the mighty inonaroh 
of the scene, to wdiom all its other beauties 
■were l)ut accessories, and l)ore on its bosom an 
hundred barks and skiffs, whoso white sails 
and gaily fluttering pennons gave life to the 
wdiole. 

Tho Duke of Argylc w'as, of course, familiar 
with this scene ; l)\it to a man ol Taste it must 
be always new. Yet, as ho paused and looked 
on this inimitable landscape, with tho feeling of 
delight W'hich it must give to tho bosom of every 
admirer of nature, bis thoughts naturally reverted 
to lus own more grand, and scarce less oeautiful, 
domains of Inveraiy.— ‘This is a fine scene/ he 
said to his companion, curious, pcrha])s, to draw 
out her sentiments ; ‘ wo have nothing Uko it in 
Scotland.’ 

‘ It's braw rich feeding for the cows,%tid they 
have a flue breed o* cattle here,' replied Jeanie: 
‘but I like just as weel to look at the cralgs of 
Arthur’s Seat, and the sea coming in ayont 
them, as at a* thae muokle trees.’ 

Tile duke smiled at a reply equsdly professional 
and flatbnal, and made a for riie carriage 
to remain trhero it was. l!hen« ddqptl»|i axi 
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unfreaMited footpath, ho condwotod JoaiMc 
thtooih aaireral complicated mazes to a postern* 
doc»r m a high brick wall. 

It was shut ; but, as the duke tapped slightly 
at it. a person in waiting within, after recon- 
noitnng tlirough a small iron grate, contrived 
for the purpose,* unlocked the door and admitted 
them. They entered, and it was immediately 
closed and fastened behind them. This was all 
done quickly, the door so instantly closing, and 
the person who opened it so suddenly disappear- 
ing, that Jeanio could not even catch a glimpse 
ol his exterior. 

They found themselves at the extremity of a 
deep and narrow alley, car]>ctod with the most 
verdant and oloso-shavoii turf, which felt like 
velvet under their feet, and screened from the 
sun by the branches of the lofty elms which 
uuitea over the path, and caused it to resemble, 
in tlie solemn obsourity of ilie light which they 
admitted, as well as from the range of columnar 
stems, and intricate union of their arched 
branches, one of the narrow side aisles in an 
ancient Gothic cathedral. 


CHAPTER XXXVL 

1 beseech you — 

These tears beseech you, and these chonte hands woo 
you 

That never yet were lieaved but to things holy — 

Things like yourself— You are a God above us ; 

Be as a God, then, full of saving mercy > 

Thb Bloody Bkother. 

Enooueaoed as she was by the couiteous 
manners of her noble countryman, it was not 
without a fooling of something like teiTor that 
Jeanio felt herself in a place apparently so 
lonely with a man of suen high rank. That 
she should have been permitted to wait on tlio 
duke in liis own bouse, and have been tboie 
received to a private interview, was in itself an 
uncommon and distinguished event in the annals 
of a life so simple as liers ; but to find lierself 
hia travelling companion in a journey, and then 
suddenly to be left alone with him in so secluded 
a situation, had somethingm it of awful mystery, 
A romantic heroine might have suspected and 
dreaded the jiowor of lier ow^n charms ; but 
Jeanie was too wise to let such a silly thought 
mtnide on her mind. Still, liow^ever, she had a 
most eager desire to know where she now w'as, 
and to whom she was to he presented. 

She remarked that the duke’s dress, though 
still such as indicated rank and fashion (for it 
not the custom of men of quality at that 
time to dress themselves like their own coachmen 
or grooms), was neveitl <»less plainer than tliat 
jiillfhioh she had seen him upon a former occasion, 
^SOid was divested, in particular, of all those 
qf external decoration which intimated 
$1XpSmT consequence. In short, he was attired 
gk pWtily as any gentleman of fashion could 
streets of London in a moniing; 
HktA wb oircumstance helped to shako an opinion 
Jieanio began to entertain, that, jicrhaps, 
0 iHtlhded shtmld plead her causo in the 
of itAE ' But surely/ said she 
^ he ym haa putMu oh his braw aiht 


and garter, an ho had thought o* coming before 
the face of Uiajesl^-^d after a', this is mair 
like a gentleman's polioy than a royal palW/ 
There Was sdipo sense in Jeanie’s reasoning ; 
yet she w^as not sufficiently mistress either of the 
ciicuinstauocs of etiquette, or the particular 
leUtioiis whicli existed betwixt the government 
and the Duke of Argyle, to form an accurate 
judgment. The duke, as wo have said, was at 
tins time in open opposition to the administration 
of Sir Robert Walpole, and w^as .luderstood to be “ 
out of favour wdth the royal family, to whom he 
had rendered siicli important services. But it 
was a maxim of Queen Caroline to bear herself 
tow'ards her political Iriends wdth such caution, 
as if there wms a possibility of their one day 
beingber enemies, and towards })olitical opponent 
with the same dogi ec of circumspection, as if they 
might again bi'como friendly to her measures. 
Since Margaret of Anjou, no qucen-consort had 
exercised such weight in the jiolitical alfairs of 
England, and the personal address which she 
displayed on many occasions had no small share 
ill reclaiming Iroin their political heresy many 
of those dctcrmiiK'd Tories, wlio, after the reigu 
of the Stuarts had been extinguished in tlxe 
l>ei*soii ol Queen Aniic, wei(‘ disjio&ed rather to 
transfer their allegiance to her brother, the 
Chevalier de St. George, than to aequiesoe in the 
setllomciit of the crown on the Hanover family. 
Her husband, uhobo most sliining quality was 
courage in the field of battle, and who endured 
the office of King of England, without ever being 
able to acquire English habits, or any familiarity 
lyith English dispositions, found the utmost 
assistance Irom the addioss of lus partner ; and 
while lie jealously afiei*t(Ml to do everything 
accordiug to his own uill and i>leasure, was ill 
bccrot ]nudent enough to take and follow the 
advice ol his more adroit consort. He entimsted 
to her the delicate office of determining the 
vaiious degrees of favour necessary toi attach the 
wavering, or to confirm sneh as wore already 
friendly, or to icgain those whoso good-will had 
been lo*.t. 

With all tho winning address of an elcgalit, 
and, according to the times, au accomplished 
'uoman, (^ueen Caroline possessed^the masculine 
soul of tho other sex. She was proud by nature, 
ami e\cu her policy could not always temper 
her exi)ressioiis of displeasure, although few 
wcie more ready at repairing any false step of 
this kind, wlieii her prudence came up to tho 
aid of her fxissions. She loved the’ real pcssea* 
sion of power rather than tho show of it, and 
whatever she did herself that was either Wise or 

} ) 0 ];ailar, slie always desired that tho king ^ould 
lavo tlie full credit os well as the advantage of 
tho measure, conscious that, by adding to his 
respectability, siio svas most likely to muntain 
her own. And so desirous was she to comply 
with all his tastes, that, when threatened wltn 
tho gout, she had repeatedly had recourse to 
chocking the fit by the use of the cold bath, 
thereby endangering her lifp, that ahe might be 
able to attend the king in his walks* 

It was a very consistent part of QiicCp^ Caro* 
line’s character, to keep up many^pS^wate eor* 
respondefneos with.thiifto to whom iS ^hoBdshe 
scomed un&TowWble, or who, 
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Atood ill with the court. By this means she 
kisnt ih her lionds the thread of many a political 
ahd, without pledging herself to any^ 
thing* eould often prevent disooiitent from 
becoming hatred, and opposition from exagger- 
ating itself into rebellion. If by any accident 
her oorrespondenco ^\ith such persons chanced 
to be observed or di** jvered, which she took all 
2>ossible pains to 2 )ie\ont, it ^^as reiu’esented as 
a mere intercourse of society, having no reference 
to politics ; an answer with which oven the piitno 
ministor, Sir Robert Walpole, was comjielled to 
remain satisfied, wlicu he discoveicd that Iho 
queen had given a piivato audience to Pultcncy, 
afterwards Bai 1 of Rath, Ins most formidable 
and most inveterate enemy. 

In thus maintaining occasional iniercourso 
with several persons who seemed most alienated 
from the crown, it may readily he siijiposcd that 
Queen Caroline had taken care not to break 
entirely with the Duke of Argyle. llis high 
birth, his gi*eai talents, the estimation in which 
he was held in his own country, the great services 
which he had rendered the house of Rrunswiek 
in 1715, placed him high in that rank of persons 
who were not to bo rashly neglected. He had, 
almost by bis single and iintissisted talents, 
stopped the irniptiou of the banded force of all 
the Highland chiefs ; tlicro w^as little doubt 
that, with the slightest encouragement, ho 
could put them all in motion, and renew iho 
civil war ; and it was well known that the most 
flattering overtuics liad been transmitted to the 
duke from the court of St. Germains. The 
character and temper of Scotland W'as still little 
known, and it was considered as a volcano, which 
jnight indeed slumber lor a series of years, but ' 
W'as still liable, at a moment the least expected, 
to break out into a w asteful iiriiption. .It w as, 
therefore, of the highest importance to retain 
some hold over so important a personage as 
the DukS of Argyle, and Caroline preserved iho 
jiower of doing so by means of a lady, wiih 
whom, as wife of George II., she might have 
been sup])Osed to be on less intimate terras. 

It was not the least instance of the queen’s 
address, that she Inul contrived that one of her 
principal attendants, Ijddy Suilblk, should unite 
in her own person the two apparently incon- 
sistent charaeteis, of her husband’s mistress, 
Und her own very obsequious and complaisant 
confidant. By this dexterous management, the 
queen secured her power against the danger 
which might most have threatened it — the 
thwarting influence of an ambitious rival ; and 
if $be simmitied to the mortification of being 
obliged to connive at her husband’s infidelity, 
she was at least guarded against what she might 
think its most dangerous effects, and w'as besides 
at liberty, now and then, to bestow a few civil 
insults upon * her good Howard,* whom, how- 
ever, in general, she treated with great decorum.* 
liady Suffolk lay under strong oldigations to the 
puke of Ar^le, for reasons which may bo col- 
leofed from Horace Walpole’s Eeminiscenoes of 
that reign, and through her means the duke 
had seme Copasional oorresiiondcnoe with Queen 
much intorruptea, however, since the 


. U|l ^ . ...il, ^1. , 

part he had taken in the debate concerning ilie 
Fortoous nob, an afiair which the queen, though 
somewhat unreasonably, was disposed to resent 
rather as an intended and premeditated insolence 
to her own person and authority, than m a sud- 
den ebullition of popular vengeance. Still, how- 
ever, the communication remained open betwixt 
them, though it had been of late disused on both 
sides. These remarks will bo found necessary 
to understand the scene which is about to be 
lirescnted to the reader. 

Fiom the narrow alley which they had tra- 
versed, the duke tuined into one of the same 
eharactei, but broader and still longer. Hero, 
for the first tirno since they had entered these 
gaidens, Jeanic saw ])crsons apjiroaching them. 

They w'oio two ladies ; one of whom walked 
a little behind the other, yet not so much as to 
picveiii her fiom healing and replying to what- 
ever observation was audrc'ssed to her by the 
lady who w'alked foiemost, and that without 
her having the trouble to tuin her ])crso;i. As 
they advanced very slowly, Jeaiiio had time to 
study their features and ajipearance. The duke 
also slackened his pace, as if to give her time to 
collect herself, anuiepeatedly dealt ed her not to 
bo all aid. The lady wlio seemed the principal 
person had remarkably good features, though 
somewhat injured by the small-pox, that venom- 
ous scourge wdiich oacli village Esculapius (thanka 
to Jenner) can now tame as easily as their tute- 
lary deity subdued the Python. The lady’s 
eyes were brilliant, her teeth good, and her 
countoiianee formed to express at will oiiher 
majesty or coiiitesy. Her form, though rather 
embonpointf was ncvertholess graceful *, and the 
I elasticity and firmness of her step gave no room 
to suspect, what was actually the case, that she 
suffered occasionally from a disorder the most 
unfavourable to iiedestrian exercise. Her dress 
w'os rather rich than gay, and her manner 
commanding and noble. 

Her com]>anion w'as of lower stature, ivith 
light brow’ll hair and expressive blue eyes. Her 
features, without being absolutely regular, W'eio 
pcrlia])s more pleasing than if they had been 
critically handsome. A melancholy, or at least 
a pensive expression, for which her lot gave too 
much cause, predominated w^hen she was silent, 
but gave way to a pleasing and good-humoured 
smile w'hcn she spoke to any one. 

When they were within twelve or fifteen^yards 
of theso laaies, the duke made a sign that 
Jeanie should stand still, and, stepping forward 
himself, with the grace which w’as natural to 
him, made a profound obeisance, which was 
formally, yet in a dignified manner, returned 
hy the personage whom he approached. 

* 1 hope,’ she said, with an affable and con- 
descending smile, * that I see so great a stranger 
at court, as the Duke of Argylo has been of late, 
in as good health as his friends there and else- 
where could wish him to enjoy/ 

Tho duke replied, *Tliat he had been per- 
fectly well ; ’ and added, ^ that the necessity of 
attending to the publio business before tke 
House, as well as tne time occupied by a late 
journey to Scotland, had rendered him less 
assidoous in paying his dntv at tbe levee and 
drawiug*room than no could have derireck' 


See Horace Walpole’s Remiiusceftces. 
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* When your Qraro cr/n find time for a duty 
eo firivoloua,’ replied tlio queen, ‘you arc aware 
^ of your title lo bo uell loecived. 1 hopo niy 
' rcaaiucse to comi»ly with the wish which you 
expressed yesterday to Lady Suilolk, is a 
siimciGnt proof that one of the royal family, at 
least, huH not forgotten ancient and important 
services, in resenting something which resembles 
recent neglect.* This was said apparently with 
gi'eat good humour, and in a tone •which ex- 
pressed a desire of conciliation. 

The duke replied, ‘That ho w'ould account 
himself the most unfortunate of men, if ho could 
ho supposed capable of neglecting Ills duty, in 
modes and circiunstanccs when it was expected, 
and would have been agreeable. He w’as deojdy 
gratified by the honour wdiieli her Maj(*.sty was 
now doing to him porsnudly, and bo trusted 
she would so(»n perceive that it was in a inatt« r 
essential to his Majesty’s intere-it that he had 
the boldness to give her this tioiiblc.’ 

‘You cannot oblige me more, my lord duke,* 
replied the <iuccn, ‘ than by giving mo the 
advantage of your lights and ex])ericiice on .any 
]>oint of the king’s service. Your draco is 
aware that I can only be the medium through 
wdiich the matter is subjected to his l\Iajesty’s 
superior wisdom ; but if it is a suit which 
I'cspects your Grace personally, it shall lose no 
support by being ])relerrcd tliiongh me.* 

^It is no suit of mine, madam,* replied the 
duke ; * nor have I any to prefer for myself 
personally, although I feel in full force my 
obligation to your Majesty. It is a business 
which concerns his Majesty, as a lover of lustifo 
and of mercy, and which, 1 am coiivincecl, may 
be higldy useful in conciliating the iinlbrtun.ite 
irritation wbieh at present subsists among his 
Majesty's good subjects in Scotland.* 

There were two ]>arts of this speech disagree- 
able to Caroline, In the fust place, it removed 
the flattering notion she had adopted, that 
' Argylo designed to use her personal intercession 
in making his ])oace w'itli the administration, 
and recovering the emidoymenls of wliich he 
had been dcpiivcd; and next, sliowos displea.sed 
tliat ho should talk of the discontents in Scot- 
land as imtatioiis to bo eoneiJiatod, rather than 
Hupprossed. 

I nder the influence of those feeMngs, she an- 
swered hastily, ‘That his Majesty has good sulyects 
in tenglaiul, iny lord duke, lie is bound to thank 
Cod and the laws — that he has .subjects in Scot- 
land, I think he may thank Cod and his swurd.* 
The duke, thoiigb a courtier, coloured slightly, 
and the (juoen, instantly .sensible of her error, 
added, without displaying the least change of 
ootnjtonance, and as if the w^ords bad been an 
original brauob of the s* utenco — ‘ And the 
swords of those real Scotebiuon who are friends 
House of Bnmswick, particularly that of 
his Craco of Argylo.* 

‘My sword, madam,’ replied the duke, ‘like 
tlvat of my fothers, has been ahvays at the eom- 
riUl^d of ipy lawfu] king, and of my native country 
J tarnst it is impossible to separate their real 
' 'i « ^ tcrosts. But the present is a matter 
‘ private concern, and respects the person 

MSiMSk obsouro individual/ 

X Ji What is the affair, my lord ? ' said th'i queen. 


‘Let 118 find out what wo are talking abtint, lest 
wo should misoonstrue and misunderstand each 
other.* 

‘The nidtier, madam,* answered the Ditko of 
Argylo, ‘ regards the late of an unfortunate young 
woman in Scotland, now lying under sentenoo of 
death, lor a crime of which J think it highly 
probable that slio is innocent. And my humble 
lietition lo your Majesty is, to obtain your ^lower- 
ful intcrccission with the king for a pardon.' > 

It W'fis iiow^ the queen’s turn to colour, and she 
did so over cheek and brow, neck and bosom. 
She paused a moment, as if unwilling to trust her 
voice with the first ex])rcssion of het displeasure ; 
and on assuming the air of dignity and an austere 
regard of control, she at length rejdied, ‘ My lord 
duke, I will not ask your motives for address- 
ing to mo a request, which (iieumstancos have 
rendered such an extraordinary one. Your road 
to the king’s closet, as a peer and a pri'vy-coun- 
cillor, entitled to request an audience, was open,, 

ithoul giving me the pain of this discussion. /, 
at least, have had enough of Scotch pardons.’ 

The diiko was prepared I'or this burst of in- 
dignation, and ho w\as not shaken by it. He did 
not attempt a reply wiiilc the queen w^as in the 
lirstheat of displeasure, but I’emaincd in the same 
firm ywt resjiectful posture w'liieh he had assumed 
dming the interview. The queen, trained from 
her situation to self-command, instantly perceived 
the advantage she might give against lierself by 
yielding to }>assion ; and added, in the same con- 
descending and albible tone in which she had 
oj)ened the interview, ‘ You must allow me some 
o! the ])rivilogcs of the sex, my lord ; and do not 
judge uneharitiibly of me, though I am a little 
moved at tlie recollection of the gross insult and 
outrage done in your capital city to the royal 
authority, at tho very time when it was vested 
in my unworthy t>er.soii. Your Grace cannot be 
surpri'.ed that I should both have felt «t at tho 
tiPie and locolleeted it now,’ 

*lt is ccitainly a matter not speedily to bo 
forgotten,’ answ^ered the duke. ‘My owm poor 
thoughts of it have been long before your majesty, 
and I must have expressed iny.se] f very ill if I 
did not con voymycletestation of the niiirderwhich 
w’as committed under such extraordinary cireum- 
.stauccs. 1 mi^lit, indeed, be so unfortunate as 
to dilfer with his Majesty’s advisors on the degree 
in which it was either just or jiolitic to punish the 
iiinoeeiit instead of tiio guilty. But I trust your 
Majesty will permit mo lo be silent on a topic in 
which my sentiments have not the good fortune 
to coincide with those of more able men.’ 

‘We will not prosecute a topic on which we 
may jirobably difier, * said the queen. ‘ One word, 
however, I may say in piivaio — you know our 
good Lady Suffolk is a little deaf— the l^ke of 
Argylc, when disposed to renew his acquaintance 
with his master and mistress, will liardly find 
many topics on which we should disagree. 

‘ Let mo hope,’ said tho duke, bowing pro- 
foundly to BO flattering an intimation, * thai I 
shall not be so unfortunate as to have found ona 
on the present occasion.* 

' 1 must fii-st impose on your Oraoe tho du^ of 
*ooufession,* said the queen, ‘before 1 mnt you 
absolution. What is your particular interest in 
this young woman t Sho does no^ seem ’ (and she 
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fic'auuod Jeanic, as slio naid iliia, with the eya of 
a' connoisseur) * much qualified to alarm my fiioiid 
the duchess's jealousy. 

*I think your Alajesty/ replied the duke, 
smiling ill his turn, ‘ will allow my taste may 
ho a pledge for me ou that seoro.* 

‘Then, though she has not much the air (riiiir 
ffmnde damCi I suppose i lO is some thirtieth ('ou&in 
ill the terrible chapter of Scottish genealogy ^ * 

‘No, madam,’ said the duke; ‘1ml 1 wish 
some of my nearer relations had half her worth, 
honesty, and alfeetion.’ 

‘Her name must bo Campbell, at least said 
Queen 'Caroliiio. 

‘ No, madam ; her name is not quite so dis- 
tinguished, if I may be peimitted to say so,’ 
answered the duke. 

‘Ah ! but she comes from luverary or Argylc- 
shire ? ’ said the sovereign. 

* She has never been farther norih in her life 
than Edinburgh, madam.’ 

‘Then my conjectures aio all ended,’ said the 
queen, ‘and your Gia<‘c must yourself take the 
trouble to explain tlic afbiir ^owr proleff^t 

With that precision and easy brevity wliieh is 
only acquired by habitually conversing in tin* 
liigher ranks of society, and which is tlie dia- 
metrical opposite of that i)ro tract cd style of 
disquisition, 

Which squires call potter, and uliicli men call piose, 

the duke explained the singular law under w’hieh 
Efile 1 leans had received sentence of death, and 
detailed the affectionate exorlions which Jeanic 
hatl made in behalf of a sister, for W’hose sake 
she was willing to saciifice all but truth and 
couscieuee. 

Qiieoii Caroline listened with attention ; slie 
was rather fond, it must be remembered, of an 
argument, and soon found matter in what the 
diuto told l^or for raising dillieult ies to his request . 

‘ It appears to me, iny lord,’ she replied, ‘ that 
this is a severo law\ But still it is uclopted upon 
good grounds, 1 am bound to suppose, as the law 
of the country, and the girl has been eonvieted 
under it. The very ])resumptions w'bieh the law 
construes iuto a jiositive proof of guilt exist in 
her case; and all that your (Iraec lias said coii- 
coining the possibility of her iniio( once may bo 
a very good argument for annulling the act of 
parliament, hut cannot, wliilc it stands good, bo 
admitted in favour of any iii^lividual convicted 
upon the statute.’ 

The duke saw and avoided the snare, for he w»s 
conscious that, by replying to the aiguinent, he 
must have been inevitalily led to a discussion, in 
the course of which the queen w^as likely to bo 
hardened in her own oiiiiiion, until she Ijccamo 
obliged, out of more resjicet to eonsisleiicy, to let 
the criminal suffer. ‘ If your Alajesty,’ he said, 
‘would condescend to hear my poor country- 
woman herself, perhaps she may find an advocate 
in your own heart, more able than I am, to coinhat 
the ^ubts suggested by your understanding.’ 

The queen seemed to acquiesce, and the duke 
ma4o a signal for Joaiiie to advance from the 
spot where she had hitherto remained, watchinc 
obuntenaBoes which w^cre too long accustomaa 
to anppress all apparent signs of emotion, to 
convey to her any fiiteresting intelligence. Her 




Afi^iesty could not help smiling at the awestruck 
manner In vdiioh the quiet, demure fi^re of the 
little Sootoh woman advanced towards her, and^ 
yet more at the first sound of her broad northern 
accent. But Jeanio had a voice low and saeetly 
toned, an admirable thing in woman, and cko 
hesotight * her leddyship to have pity on a poor 
misguided young creature,’ in tones so affecting, 
that, like the notes of some of her native songs, 
provincial vulgariiy was lost in pathos, 

‘ Stand up, young woman,’ said the queen, but 
in a kind tone, ‘and tell mo what sort of a 
lull barons people your country-folk are, where 
ehild-umrder is hceomo so common as to require 
the restraint of laws like yours ? ’ 

‘If your leddyship ideases,’ answered Jeanio, 
‘there are mony jflaees besides Scotland whero 
mothers arii unkind to their aiii flesh and blood.’ 

It must be obscvvi'd, that the disiniies between 
(Jeorgo the Second and Frederick Ihinec of Wales 
W(M'c then at the higliesl, and tliat the good- 
natured pait of the public laid the blame on the 
(pieen. She coloured higbly, and darted a glance 
of a most 2 )enetrating eliaracter first at Jeanie, 
and then at the duke. Both sustained it un- 
moved ; Jeanie from total unconsciousness of the 
offence sho had given, and the duke from his 
habitual composure. But in his heart lie thought, 
Aly unlucky pt'ot6g6e has with this luckless 
answer shot dead, by a kind of chance-medley, 
her only hope of eiuccobs. 

Lady Suffolk good-humouredly and skilfully 
interpohod in this awkward crisis. ‘ You should 
tell this lady,’ sho sabl to Jeanio, ‘the particular 
causes which render this crime common in your 
eouiitiy.’ 

‘ Homo thinks it’s the kirk-sessiou — that is 
- it’s the — it’s the eutty-stool, if your leddy- 
bhip ideascs,’ haul Jeanie, looking down and 
cuitseyiiig. 

‘ The what ? ’ said Lady Suffolk, to whom the 
phrase was new, and who besides was rather deaf. 

‘That’s the stool of Kqieutauce, madam, if it 
please your leddyship, 'answered Jeanie, ‘for light 
life and conversation, and for breaking the seventh 
eoinmand.’ Hero sho raised her eyes to the duke, 
sav his hand at his chin, and, totally imconseious 
of II hat she had said out of joint, gave double 
elfcct to tlie innuendo, stojipiiig short and 
looking embarrassed. 

As lor I^dy Suffolk, sho retired, like a covcrii^ 
imrty uhich, having inteifiosed betwixt their 
I etreatiiig friejids and the enoiriy, have suddenly 
drawn on themselves a fire unexpectedly severe. 

The dcuco take ttie lass, thought the Duke of 
Aigyle to himself ; there goes another shot— -and 
sho has hit with both barrels right an4 left I 

Indeed, the duke had himself his share of the 
confusion, for, having acted as master of cere- 
monies to this innocent offender, he felt much in 
the circunistances of a country so uire, who, having 
introduced his spaniel into a well-ap]^int^ draw- 
ing-room, is doomed to witness the disorder and 
damage which arises jto china and to dress-gowne, 
in consequence of its untimely frolics. Janie's 
last chanoe-hit, however, obliterated the ill im<* 
pesfion which had arisen from the first ; for her 
Majesty had not so lost the feelings of a wife 
in those of a queen, but that ahe could e^oy a 
jest at the ez;|^se of ‘her good Suflblk.' She 


turned towards the Duke of Argylo with a smile, 
which marked that she eiijoyed the triumph, aud 
OhserVOd, * The Scotch are a rigidly moral i»eople.* 
Then, acain applying herself to Jeanie, she asked 
how she travoi^a up from Scotland, 

* Upon my foot mostly, madam,* was the r^ly. 

‘ii^at, au that immense way upon foot How 

far can you walk in a day 1 * 

* Fivo-and-twenty miles and a bittock.* 

* And a what ? ’ said the queen, looking towards 
tlio Duke of Argyle. 

* And about five miles more,’ replied iho duke. 

‘ I though 1 1 was a good walker, ’ said the queen, 

* but this shames mo sadly.* 

‘May your leddyship never liac sac weary a 
heai't, that ye canna be sensible of the weariness 
of the limbs,' said Jeanie. 

That came better off, thought the duke; it's 
the first thing she has said to the ])urpose. 

‘And I didna just a’tUegither walk the halo 
way neither, for 1 had whiles the cast of a cart ; 
and I had the cast of a horse from Ferrybridge — 
and divers other easements,’ said Jeanie, cutting 
short her story, for she observed the duke made 
the s^n ho had fixed upon. 

‘With all those aceommodatioiis,* answered 
the queen, ‘you must have had a very fatiguing 
journey, and, I fear, to little pur 2 )ose ; since, if the 
king were to pardon your sister, in all probability 
it would do her little good, for I suppose your 
people of Edinburgh would hang her out of sinte.* 

Me will sink herself now* outright, thought 
the duke. 

But ho was wrong. The shoals on wdiich J cauio 
had touched in this delicate conversation lay 
under ground, and were uiiknowii to her ; this 
rock was above water, and she avoided it, 

‘ She was confident,’ slie said, ‘ that baitli town 
and country wad rejoice to sec liis Majesty taking 
compassion on a poor unfriended eroaturc.' 

‘His Majesty has not found it so in a late 
instance,’ said the queen ; ‘but I suppose my 
lord duke would advise him to be guided by the 
votes of the rabble themselves, who bliould be 
hanged and who sjuired ^ ’ 

‘No, madam,’ said the duke; ‘but I would 
advise his Majesty to be guided by his own feel- 
ings, and those of his rojral consort ; and then 
1 am sure xmnishment will only attach itself to 
guilt, and even then with cautions reluctance.’ 

‘Well, my lord,* said her Majesty, ‘all ttieae 
line spooches do not convince mo of the propriety 
of so soon showing any mark of favour to your — I 
suppose I must not say rebellious * — but, at least, 
your very disaffected and intractable metropolis, 
why, the whole nation is in a league to screen 
savage and abominable murderers of that 
linhap^ man ; otheiwiae, how is it possible but 
thut, 0180 many pcrpel , ators, and engaged in so 
jhibUo an action for such a length ol time, one 
fst laaat must have been recognised ? Even this 
fet aught I can tell, muy bo a d(*])ositary 
bjriik'it secret. — Hark you, young woman, had you 
any fiien^s engaged in the Portcous mob ? ’ 

’ Jffq, umdam,’ answered Jeanie, happy that the 
viras so framed that she could, with a 
oonsoieUos* answer it in tlie negative. 

1 ^ But I suppois,* continued the queen, ‘ if you 
Were posMMm of such a seeret, yon would hold 
It A mattsf of jjOttsdiepiEja io imf it to yourself t’ 






t would pray id bo dlveotod and guided whai 
was the lino of duty, msSkinf,’ answered Jeanio* 

‘Yes, and take that which suited your own 
inclinations,’ replied her Miy^ty. 

‘ If it like you, madam,* said Jeanie, ‘ I would 
hao gaen to tlio end of the earth to save the l^e 
of John Porteous, or any other unhappy man m 
his condition ; but I might lawfully doubt how 
far I am called upon to bo tlio avenger of his blood, 
thou^ it may become the civil magistrate to do 
so. He is dead and ganc to his place, and they 
that have slain him must answer lor their ain act. 
But my sister, my piiir sister EflQe, still lives, 
though her days ana hours are numbered 1 She 
still lives, and a ivord of the king's mouth might 
restore her to a broken-hearted auld man, tnat 
never, in his daily and nightly exercise, forg|ot to 
pray that his Majesty might bo blessed with a 
long and a prosperous reign, and that his throne, 
and the throne of his posterity, might be estab^ 
lished in righteousness. 0, madam, if ever ye 
ken’d what it was to sorrow for and wifli a sinning 
and a suffering creature, whoso mind is sae tossea 
that she can be neither ca’d fit to live nor die, 
have some compassion on our misery ! — Save an 
honest liouso from dishonour, and an unhappy 
girl, not eighteen years of age, from an early and 
dreadful death I Alas ! it is not when we sleep 
soft and wake merrily ourselves that wo think on 
other peoide’s sufferings. Our hearts are waxed 
light within us then, and wc aie for righting out 
ain wrangs and fighting our ain battles* But 
when the liour of trouble comes to the mind or to 
the hody—and seldom may it visit your leddy- 
shij) — and when the hour of death ooinoa, that 
comes io high and low — lang and Uto may it bo 
yours ! — 0, iny leddy, then it isna what we hae 
dune for ouisel's, but what wo liac dune for 
others, that we think oii maist pleasantly. And 
tlie thoughts that yo hae inlervened to sjiare the 
l)uir thing’s life will be sweeter in that hour, 
come when it may, than il a word of four mouth 
could hang the halo Porteous mob at the tail of 
ae tow.’ 

Tear followed tear down Jeanie’s cheeks, 
as, her features glowing and quivering with 
emotion, she ^deacled her sister’s cause <with a 
Xiathos which was at once simxdo and solemn. 

‘This is eloquence,’ said her Majesty to the 
Duke of Ar^lc. ‘ Young woman, * she continued, 
addressing herself io Jeanie, ‘/cannot grant a 
pardon to your sister — but you shall not want 
my warm interco^ion with his Majesty. Take 
this housewife case,’ she continued, putting a 
small embroidered needle-case into JeanVs 
hands ; * do not open it now, but at TOur 
leisure— you will find something in it which 
will remind you that you have had ah inter- 
view wdtli Queen Caroline,’ 

Jeanie, having her suspicions thus confirm^, 
dropped on her knees, aud W'ould have expandad 
herself in gratitude ; but the duke, who was 
U 2 )on thorns lest she should say more ot lesa 
than just enougli, touched his chin onco mniie. 

‘Our business is, I think, ended fbr wb,W- 
sent, my lord duke,’ sajd iiuf queoft, I 
tnist, to your satisfaction. Hereafter I rbopa 
to see your Grace more freqtiefiily, bbtb at, 
Ei^mond and St. Jahias'8.-^in«, Sttf- 
folk, hre must ^vi3h his Gra^e ' 



^ i 

j $oon AS ih» fadics ^ „ 

hirated iJ^lo to rise fVom the grhund, 
axkd oQtttetted her back tbiough the avenite, 
lAtch ftlie tzodo with the feeling of one \sho 
tfiilks in her sleep 


CHAPTER XXXVU 

So soon as ) can win the olTendcd king 

1 will be known }our advocate 

Cymdeline 

* 

Duke of Aigyle led thi m silence 
^ the small postcin by ^hidi they had been 
^nutted into Kichmond Paik, so lon^ the 
ihvounte residence of Queen Caroline It >\as 
opshed by the same half seen jaiiiLoi, and they 
f<md themselves beyond the piecincts of the 
demtsike Still not \ woid w is s^ioken 
on either side ^ilie duke piobably yishcd to 
allow his rostic prottific time to lecruit hei 
faoalties, dazzled ind sunk -with collo<juy sub 
lime, and betwixt what she hid guessed, had 
he^rd) and hid seen Jcanie Denis s niiiid was 
milch agitated to iieiinit hci to ask an> 
c^nestions 

They found the caiiiagc of the duke m the 
plane whole they lud left it, and when they 
reaumed tluu plies, soon hgan to advance 
lapidly on then ictuiu to town 

*I think, Jeaiiie, siid the duke, bieskiiig 
ailence, *yoii hive oveiy icasoii to tongi itiilato 
yourself on the issue of ycui iiitdview with her 
Majesty ' 

,k>^Ana that leddy 'uas the queen hcisel t said 
Jeanie , ^ I misdoubted it when I saw that join 
ioitour didna put on y oui hat —And yet 1 can 
haidly believe it, even when I heaid lici speak 
itheisel ’ 

* It was*certainly Queen Caioline , icpliod the 
duka, ‘Have you no curiosity to see what is 
in the little pocket bo ik ^ ’ 

*Do joii think the paidon will be m it 
$irt* eaid Jeanic, with the cigei aniiuatiou of 
hope* 

^Why, no,’ leplied the duke Hint is un 
likely They seldom cniy these things alout 
tbem» Unlesa they w ci e likely to be wante d end, 
hOdides, lioi Majesty teld >ou it was the king, 
“ilOt aha, who wis to gi int it 

^That IS true, too, said Jeanio, Hut I am 
ao OOUfused in my mind — But does your hoiioui 

a there is a ceitainty ot Llhc s p iidon, then ? 

^ued she, still holding m hci liand the un 
O^ilied pocket book 

kings are kittle cattle to shoe behind, 
an 8ky m the noi th, lephod the Duke , ‘ I ut 
Ml 'Ijrtfe knows Ins turn, ind 1 have not the 
WlUbt that the mittei is quite ceitam ’ 

God be praised » God be piaisod » ' 
Jeame, Hiid miy the gudo leddy 
risfjwnt the hearts case she has gipn mo at 
l^entl^And God bless you too, my 
hotlt your help I wad ne’ei hao won 

it her dwell upon this ^or 

timoi perhape, to see how 

IP 



i flA^ibOble was 

, e*e mindy that his 

Grace, with whom, |)erhapa> it was for the time 
a little strongei, was obliged onoo more to bring 
f 01 ward the subject of the queeU'a proseut, It 
was opined accordingly In the iiiaido of the 
ease was the ustuil assoitment of silk and needles, 
with sensors tweezers, etc , and in tho pOCket 
was a bank bill ioi fifty pounds 
The duke liad no soonei informeet JOaXt^ of 
the value of tins list doeiiment, for she wao mi* 
accustomed tu see notes iui such sums, than |ho 
expressed liei i egret at the mistake which had 
take 11 2 )lacc ‘loi tin hussy itsol,’ she said, 
Hvas a veiy viluable thing foi a keepsake, with 
the quee n s nime wiittcn in the lusido with hei 
am hand, doubtless t arolme -as plain as could 
bo, and i ciown drawn aboon it * 

bhe tlniefoio tendeted the bill to the duke, 
lequestmg him to find some mode of letuming 
il to the loyal owner 

‘ Ao, no, fcaiiK, said the dnke, ‘there is no 
mistake in the ease IIci Majesty knows you 
have been put to gieat e\ 2 iense, and she wisher 
to nial e it ii]) to ^ou 

‘1 am sure site is cv cn ower gude, said Jeamo , 
‘and if glads me inuckle that I can 2>ay 
Diimbic dikes his sillei, without distressing niy 
fit her, honest man 

‘ Dumbiedikes * AV liat, a freeholder of hfid* 
Tjothian, is ho not t said liis Giaeo, XvAOse 
oeeisionil residence in that county made him 
acquainted with most of the heritors, as landed 

E Cl sons aio teimed m Scotland —‘He hai a 
oiisc not far fioin Dalkeith, wcais a black Wig 
and a laced hat ^ 

‘Yes sii, answered Itaiiio, who had hov 
reisons for being biict iii her answcis upon ^bis 
toiiie 

‘Ah, my old fiiend Diimlit** said the duke, 
‘1 have thiiee Men him iou, and only once 
heaid the sound of his voice — Is he a cousin ot 
}OUis, Jcaiiic i 

‘No, sii, — ^my lord ’ 

‘Then he must be a well wisher, I suspect ? * 
‘\e — ^cs, — my Joid, sir, answoied Jeame, 
blushing and with hesitation 

‘Ahai then, it the laud 8tait<«, I suppose 
iny fiitnd But hi must bo m some danger 

0 no sii, answeieel Jcaiiic, much more 
leadily, but at the same time blushing much 
moio deeply « 

‘Well, Tcanie, said the duke, * you are a girl 
may bo safely trusted with your own matters, 
anil I shall inquiie no fmthcr about them» But 
as to this same mrdon, 1 must see %o get it 
2 iassed thiough tiio 2 >to 2 ier forms, and X have 
a fiicnd in ofheo who will, for auld Ung syne, 
do mo SO much favour And then, Jeanie, ae 
1 shall have occasion to send an express doun 
to Scotland, who will tiavel with it safeJf and 
more swiftly than you can do, I will tidte oato 
to have it put into the jnoper channel , mean^ 
while yon may wiito to youi fi lends by popt> of 
your good success * . 

‘And does youi honom think,' said^emie, 
‘that will do at woel ai if 1 were to tahe 
tap in my lap, and shp my ways hanif^ 
oninyaiftqn?Mmdr 

ceitainly/ said dttksn 


uf, lay 




‘Tiw MMb not -reijr saft ^ »v 

*Att 41 a plan foi you besides One of 
tbe duebessB attendants, and one of mine — 
your acquaintance Archibald — aie going doA^n 
to Inveraiy, in a light calash, with ioui hoists 
nl hare bought, and there is zoom enough in the 
carnage for you to go 'aith them ns far as Glas 
gow, wbeie Archibald will find means of sending 
you safely to Edmbuigh —And in the w ly 1 1 eg 
you will teach the \^oman as much as yon cm 
of the mysteiy of choeso luakiiig foi she is to 
have a charge m the daiiy, and f duo snt u you 
aie as tidy about youi milk pail as alout }oui 
diess * 

' Does your honoui likoditesc^* siid Teamo, 
with a gleam of coiibcious dtli.;ht as she isked 
the question 

‘Like it?* Slid the duke, mIioso gtod nituro 
anticipated what ^\ds to fallow — tikts and 
cheese arc a dinnci lor an ein])froi ht alone a 
Hl^landman * 

n^ecau&o, said Jcanit , ^v ith moth st c onfidcnco 
and great aiul evident self graiulation, lii\c 
been thought so partionUr lu making clitcse 
that some folk tumk it as giidt as the it i\ 
Dunlop , and if yoni liononi s Grate nad but 
accept a staiio oi t^a, llithc and lam cud 
proud it Aiad mike us But maybe >< iia> 
like the cwo milk, that ib, the Buckli dmsido ^ 
cheese better , oi maybe the gait milk, is ye 
come fide the IlighUuds— and 1 ( iima pretend 

J ust to the bame sketl o tin in, but iny (ousm 
fean, tliat lives at Lockcimichiib in Ldiumci 

niuu, I could s]iodk to lui and 

‘Quite unnecessary* siid the duke, ‘the 
Dunlop IS the vti^ thepsc of which I am ^o fond, 
and I will take it is the greatest fivoui 3011 cm 
do me to send one to C uoIiik Ink But k 
member, be on lionour with it, It amt, and nuke 
it all youiself, foi I am i leal goo I judge * 

‘I am not feaied, said I emu confidently 
‘ that 1 may phase youi honour , foi I am suic 
you look as if you could haidly find fault wi 
onybody that did then best , and weel is it loy 
part, I trow, to do mine * 

This discouisc introduced d topic upon which 
the two trivcllejs, though so difhieiit 11 laiik 
and education found each a good dtal to say 
ri)o duke, besides his other patnotie quihtics, 
wds a distmguislicd agiicultuust, and proud of 
hi8 knowhdgp in tint depaitment lie ciitei 
tamed Jtame with liis oloeivalioiis on the 
differert bieeds of citth 111 SootHud, and then 
capacity for the diiiy, and itctived so much 
ii\foiniation liom hti ^nactical e\peneiito in 
lOtunii that he pioviubc I hci a c niplc of Devon 
ahire C()WS m rcwaid i )r the lesson In slioit, 
hhi mind wis so tian'^p ittd luck ti ins uml 
fd^oyments and dmnsements, tint In sight d 
wfm hW carnage stoiqud cpposile to tin old 
"Coach, whidi Archibald had Icpt in 
Una at the plate whtio tlK> had 1 ft it 
he coachman agiin bndled his ban 
hx^h hc 4 been indulged with a 1 ito of 


fellly pastom of Buckholm vdjich tl e Author 
odueinji tjbn m nalk m ine south 


commtmmtiyh te bar btidlady i^QUoelttAAg 
what had ppssed ^Tljlre ts/ he seid, ‘ao uaa 
of speaking of matters till they ate actually 
settled , and you may refer the good kdy to 
Ai chibald, if she pi esses you hard with questfonet 
She IS his old acquaintance, and he knows how 
to rnanago with her 

lie then took a coidial faiewell of Joanie« aSnd 
told lici to be icady in the ensuing week to 
It till 11 to Stotlaiid -saw hei safely establish^ 
in lici lidtkiuy coadi, and lolled off in his own 
cdiiiagt Lummnig a stanza of the ballad which 
he is said t ) have composed — 

At the si^ht of Dumb u ton once ogaifi^ 

1 11 c lIc 1 1 my \ i t i d match amain. 

With my cl ^1 ore 1 -inffint d wn to my ned, 
lo whing at the bantiocl s of larlcy meal 

Ifihips one ought to ]»o actually a Scotsman 
to coiiccivr how ui gently, imdci ill distinctions 
of lank and situation, they feel thoir mutual 
(onncctioii with oich other as natives of the 
snnt couiiti^ The 10 nc I bduve, more asso- 

ciitiois t miiiLon to the inhibit luts of a ludo 
ml wild tbm tf a wdl tullivatcd and fertile 
toiuiti^ lb u mtislus bavt more seldom 
cbm„t I then ^lact oi iisidtiico, their mutual 
KtolUction of i( m likable objects is more accur 
ito the hi^h ml the low ait inoio mteiestedin 
t uh olhci s wtltau , the ft chugs of kindred and 
iilaticnship au moif wield) extended, and, in 
aworl, tin bonds cl pifnotu ificttion, always 
honouiablt even when a little too exclusively 
sti allied have moit infhiome on mens feelings 
ind at tioiis 

Jin lumbliug hwkney coadi whieh tumbled 
ovci the (then) cxctriUo London pavement, at 
a ^ati vciy diltcient horn that which had ton 
v( )ed tlie due il c linage to Itichmond, at length 
df ] ositi d Teanie Deans and hei attendant at the 
11 ilion il sign of tin 1 histlo Mis Glass, who had 
h( on in lon^ ind anxious ex pec tation, now rushed, 
f 11 ot eager euiiosit) and open mouthed inter* 
rogation u)on oui Inioine, who was positively 
unable to sustain ibt ovoiwbclmiug cataract of 
hci questions, wbioli luist foith with the sub 
liinity of a gr ind gii iyloo — * Had she seen the 
duke, God bless him — the duchess — the young 
1 idles ? — II id she s en the king, God bless him 
the qutdi — tin Inn e of W lies — the Pnnoess 
01 any of the icst of the loyal family t^Hadi 
slit got lici sistti s paidon* — Was it out aud 
out — 01 was it only a commutation of punifh" 
ment ? — How fai had she gone — wheio had sha 
diiven to— wl om had she seen — what had been 
said - what had kept hei so long < * 

Snell wcit the vaiions questions huddled Upon 
eich otlict by a cuiiosity so eagei, that it could 
lianllv wait for its own gratification. Jeanle 
would have been moie thin sufficiently ambar* 
rissed by this oveiboaiing tide of interrO||atloi)|^. 
had not Archibald who had probably taueiwea 
iiom las master a hint to th it puipose, advanced 
tj Ini icseiic *Mib Glass, ^ said Artfbioaldit 
* Ins Grace desired me particularly to say, thatho 
would take it as a gieat lavoui U you Utfc 
tho j oung woman no questions, an be to 
explain to you xnoie distinctly tM lltia akli dl> 
how hoi affairs stand, and oonsrdt m iWJO 
maffteis vyhjfib sbe ijannot ^ ^ 
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«xpl«ihk The dulce trill eril et the Thiaile 
mtmif or neat day for xhat par^e. * , 

* His Otace is very eondescending/ eaid Mrs. 
Oldse^ her ml for ioqi^ slaked for the preseut 
hv the dexterous administration of this sugar- 
plnm-^^his Grace is sensible that 1 am in a 
manner accountable for the conduct of my young 
kinswoman, and no doubt his Grace is Iho best 
jndge how far ho shonbi entrust her or mo with 
Gie management of hoi affairs. ’ 

* His Grace is quite sensible of that,’ answered 
Archibald, with national gravity, ‘and will 
certainly trust what he has to say to the most 
discreet of the two ; and therefore, Airs. Glnss, 
his Grace i*elies you will speak nothing to Alts. 
Jean Deans, cither of her owui atfaiis or her 
sister’s, until lie sees you himself. lie dcskred 
me to assure you, in the meanwhile, that all was 
going on as wrell as your kindness could wish, 
Mrs. Glass.* 

‘His Grace is very kind — very considciate, 
certainly. Air. Archibald- his Grace’s commands 

shall be obeyed, and Jhit you have had a lar 

drive, Mr. Archibald, as I guess by the time of 
your absence, and I guess’ (with an engaging 
smile) ‘yon winna ho the wanr o’ a glass of the . 
right Rosa Sohs.* \ 

‘1 thank you, Mrs. Glass,’ said the great j 
nufin’s gieat man, * but I am under the necessity 
of returning to niy loid directly.’ And, making 
his adieus civilly to both cousins, lie left the 
shop of the Lady of the Thistle, 

‘I am glad your allairs have piospered so well, 
Jeanie, my love,’ said Alis. Glass ; ‘though, in- 
deed, there was little fear of them so soon as the 
Duke of Argyle was so condescending as to take 
them into hand. 1 will ask you no questions 
aWut them, because his Giace, who is most con- 
aidcrate and prudent in sueli matters, intends to 
toll me all that you ken yourself, dear, and 
doubtless a great deal nioie ; so that an > thing 
that may lie heavily on your mind may be im- 
parted w nie in the meantime, as you see it is 
uia Grace’s pleasuio that I should be made ae- 

S ';ed with the whole matter forthwith, and 
er you or ho tells it, will make no differeneo 
in the world, ye kcii. If 1 ken what he is going 
to say beforehand, I will be much more ready to 
'give my advice, and whether you or lie tell me 
about it, cannot mueli signify after all, my dear. 
So you may just say wliatever you like, only 
mind I ask you no questions aliout it.’ 

Jeanie was a little embarrassed. She thought 
tjmt the oominunication slie had to make wras 
perb^IW tho only means she might have in her 
p^er to gratify her friendly and hospitable 
Kinswoman. lJui her prudence instantly slig- 
hted that her secret interview with Queen 
GsroUne, which soomed to ]>ass under a cot tain 
sort of mystery, w^as not a i)roper subject for 
the fitpiip of w'oman like Airs. Glass, of whose 
ltOart%e had a much bettor ojiinion than of lier 
prwdenoe. She therefore answered in general, 
&at thjC duke had had the extraordinary kind- 

f lKlSAto tnake very particular inninrics into her 
wa l)ad affair, and that he tliou^ht he had 
t)^ means of putting it a’ straight again, 
tkftt k^proi)p$eil to tell al) that ho thought 
" As matter to Mre* Glass herself. 

^4i4 not <initQ satlsQr the penetrating 


Seatching as her mvn 
small rappoo^ shc^ in »»it6 of hor i:lm|dse, urged 
Jeanie with Otill forther questions. ‘Had she 
been a* that time at Argif le House ? Was the 
duke with her the w^hole time ? and liad she seen 
tlio duchess ? and had she Seen the young ladios 
— ^aiid Bpeeidlly Lady Caroline Campbell ? ’—^To 
those questions Jeanie gave the general reply* 
that she knew so little of the town that she 
could not tell exa( tly where she had been $ tlmt 
she Inul not seen llio ducluss to her knowledge ; 
that she liad seen two ladies, one of whom* She 
understood, bore the name of ('aioliuo ; and more* 
she said, she could not tell about the matter. 

‘ It w'ould be tlie duke’s eldest daughter, Lady 
Caroline Campbell, there is no doubt of that,* 
said Airs. Class ; * but, doubtless, I shall know 
more particularly tlirough his Grace. — And so, 
as the cloth is laid in the little pax'lour above 
stairs, and it is past thico o’clock, for I have 
been waiting this hour for you, and 1 have had 
a snack myself ; *and, as they used to say in 
Scotland in my time — 1 do not ken if the W'onl 
he used now — there is ill talking between a full 
body and a fasting.’ 


CHAPTER XKXVIIL 

lie<ivcn first taught letters for some wretch’s aid 
Some banish wd lo\ei oi some captive maid. « 

Pora. 

By dint of unwonted labour with the pen, 
Jeanie Deans contrived to indite, and give to the 
(‘hargo of t)ie j>os1man on the ensuing day, Dd 
less than three letters, an exertion altogether 
stiange to her habits ; insomuch so, that if milk 
had been plenty, site would lather have made 
tiirico as many Dunlop cheeses. The first of 
them was vci y brief. It w as addressed to Gcorjge 
Staunton, Esq., at the Kectory, Willingham, by 
Giaiilham ; the address being jiart of the inform- 
ation she had oxfracted from the communicative 
peasant who rode boloio her to Stamford. It 
was in these woids ; — 

‘SiJi, — To prevent faidcr miscliioves, wrhercof 
there hath been enougli, come.s these ; Sir, 1 
have niy sister's i>ardon Ji om the queen’s Mricsty, * 
whereof 1 do not doubt you Will be glad, having 
had to .say naut of mat ters whereof you knoijv the 
puniort. So, sir, I pray for your better welfare 
m bodio and soul, and that it will please the 
fisyciau to visit you in his good time. Alwaies, 
sir, I pray you will never come again to see my 
sister, whereof there has been too much. And 
so, wishing you no evil, but oven your best good, 
lhat you may bo tunied from your iniquity (for 
why buld ye die ?), I rest your humble servant 
to command, Ye hen wine* 

The next letter waa to her father. It is too 
long altogether for insertion, so wo only give a^ 
few extracts. It commenced— 

^ DxAWEST ANP truly 50N0UEXP S’ASWBR,'*^ 
This comes with my duty to inform yoUi that fo 
has pleaswl God to redeem that capnvitie of my^ 
poor ririieri in reqwet the qjieen’e Weae^ri 




L6pfiheefles, and it sail bo my iaut if a hotter was 
sver yearned in Lowden.’— [Here follow some 
ebaervations rasnoctiiig the breod of cattle, and 
the produce of tno dairy, which it is our iuton> 
tion to forward to the Board of Agriculture.] — 
* Kevortheless, these are but matters of the after- 
hatyeat, in respect of the great good which 
F^vidence hath gifted us with— and, in especial, 
podr Bffie's life. And 0, my dear father, since 
it hath pleased God to be merciful to her, lot lier 
aot T?ant your free |>ardon, whilk will make her 
meet to bo aiie vessel of grace, and also a comfort 
to your ain graie hairs. Dear father, will ye 
let the laird ken that we have had friends 
strangely raised up to us, and that the talent 
whiik he lent mo will be thankfully repaid. 1 
lUO some of it to the fore ; and the rest of it is 
ndt knotted up in ano purse or napkin, but in ano 
)|^0e bit paper, as is the fashion heir, whilk I am 
laanred is gude for the siller. And, dear father, 

S through Mr. Butler’s moans 1 haegndo friendship 
th the duke, for their had been kindness be- 
Oen their forbears in the auld troublesome time 
i>yQ^pa$'t. And Mrs. Glass has been kind like 
my vpry mother. She has a brt^ house here, 
ind Uv^s beiu and warm, wi’ twa servant lassos, 
uni a inan and a callant in the shop. And she 
(a to send you doun a pound of her hie-dried, and 
some other tobaka, and we maun think of some 

B ptopine for her, since her kindness hath been 
great* And the Duk is to send the pardim doun 
express messonger, in respect that I canna 
t ; and I am to come donn wi' twa 
r’s servants— tliat is, John Archi- 
Lt elderly gentleman, that says ho 
. lang syne, when yo were buying 
west frao the Laird of Anghtermug- 
tybe yo winna mind him — ony way, 
lan— and Mrs. Dolly Dutton, that 
rxnaid at Inverara ; and they bring 
as Glasgo, whilk will make it nao 
baniie* whilk I desire of all things, 
r f tt good things keep ye in your 

wheropf devoutly pra^** 


onythiug else that may hac boon spoken between 
us, I trust you winna skrimj) yoursol’ for what 
is neodfu’ lor your liealtli, since it signiiies not 
mucklo whilk o’ us has the siller, if the other 
wants it. And mind this is no meant to Laud 
ye to onything whilk yo wad rather forget, if ye 
suld got a charge of a kiik or a scule, as above 
said. Only 1 hope it will be a sculc, and not a 
kirk, because of those dilliculties anent aitbs and 
piitronages, whilk might gang ill down wi* my 
nonest father. Only if ye could compass a 
harmonious call frae ilio parish of Skreegh^ms*^ 
dead, as yo ance liad lioj^o of, I trow it Wad 
])leaso him weel ; since I hac heard him say, Ibat 
the root of the mattei was mair deeply haftei^ ip 
that wdld muirland jurish than in the Canongatp 
of Edinburgh. 1 wish I had whateu books ^ 
w'anted, Mr. Butler, for they hao hala housos ol 
them here, and they aio obliged to set sum out 
in the street, whilk arc said cheap, doubtless, tp 
get them out of the weather. It is a mums 
place, and I liae seen sae muckle of it, that my 
poor head turns lound. And yo ken langsypt. t 
am nae great pen-woman, and it is near elsim 
o’clock o' the night. I am ciiniining d0Wn'4n 


house here, but a’thiug is sae poisoned wi’ 
tliat I am like to bo seomfished whiles,’* mm 
what signifies these things, in oompaiisoB 
gi’eat deliverance whilk lias *bcon voUohsaw w 
my father’s house, in whilk yon, as out Mt)d 
dear well-wisher, will, I doubt not, reJolca Bnd 
bo exceedingly glad. And 1 am, deili^ Mr. 
Butler, your siucoro well-wisher in tempp^td flud 
eternal things, 

After those labours of an uuwoPtsd^MM^ 
Jeanio retired to her bed, yet scarue 
few minutes together, so often was Bhjs^gjp y||||y 
by the heart-stirring consoiousnei^ oylwi w 
safety, and so powerfully 
burden of joy^ where libe 






‘ Mtii. 

OlMlmted tii9 agony of ex* 

M|i|.t^^ikeup«^(totia6»vvl^ which 

!)i»r j^faasion rendera approptiate) upon one of 
liar own tobacoo pipea With tho thira morning 
ixune ike expected coach, with four servants 
j(|i)iaetered behind on the foot-board, in dark brown 
jpnd yellow liveries ; +he duke in person, with 
Ihoed coat, gold-headed cane, star and garter, all, 
laa^e Storj^-book says, very giaiid. 

He inquired for his little countrywoman of 
Hnp. Glass, but without requesting to sec her, 
probably because he vras unwilling to give an 
appearanoe of personal intercourse betwixt them, 
mioh scandal might have misinterpreted. ^ The 
queen,', he said to Mrs. Glass, ' had taken the 
Case of her kinswoman into her gracious con- 
sideration, and being speoially moved by the 
a^eotionato and resolute character of the elder 
ulster, had condescended to use her powerful 
iptorcession with his Majesty, in consocpienco of 
tWhjch a pardon had been despaichod to Scotland I 
'to Sffie JDeans, on condition of her banishing 
‘ herself forth (»f Scotland for fourteen years. The 
kin^s advocate liad insisted,’ ho said, ^ujK>n 
this quoliAcation of the pardon, having pointed 
out to his Majesty’s ministers, that, within the 
course of only seven years, twenty-one instances 
of child-murder had occurred in Scotland. 

‘Weary on him ! ’ said Mrs. Glass, ‘what for 
needed he to have tolled that of his ain country, 
and to tho English folk abune^a’ ? I used aye to 
think the advocate a douce, decent man, but it 
is an ill bird * — begging your Grace’s ]>ardon for 
Baking of such a cooi&e by-word. And then 
what' is the poor lassie to do m a foreign land ? — 
Why, Wao’s me, it’s just sending her to play the 
same pranks ower again, out of sight or guidance 
of friends.’ 

‘ rooh 1 pooh ’ ’ said tho duke, ‘ that need 
not be anticipated. Why, slie may como up to 
^ndon, or she may go over to America, and 
matry well for all that is come and gone.’ 

'< ^1a troth, and so she may, as your Grace is 

pleased to intimate,’ leplicd Mrs. Glass; ‘and 
UOW I think upon it, there is my old correspond- 
ent in Virginia, Ephraim Buckskin, that has 
Bupplied tlio Thistle this forty years with 
idoaooo, and it is not a little that serves our 
turn, and ho has been writing to me this ten 
years to send Inni out a wife. The carle is not 
Umpire sixty, ami halo .and, hearty, and w’oll to 
'pdas In the world, and a line Irom ray hand 
would settle tho matter, and Kfho Doans’s xnis- 
'Miune (forby that there is no special occasion 
Handle about it) would bo thought little of 

le she a pretty girl ? ’ said tho duke ; ‘ her 

B Lot get beyond a good comely sonsy 

prettier is Effio than jeanie,* said 
‘though it is long since I saw her 
I hear of tho Dcaiises by all my 
nda when they come— your Grace 
e are clannish bodies.' i 

ihe better for us,* said the duke, 
mM tb pee who meddle jfcith us, as 
sign says, Xrs. GIm* 










Aat-, -v.i-ifj-— 

1 haT» takM to ber 

friondt.' Th«a4 h« d«tS«d’ mi len,^ ^ Uii. 
Glass gave her unqualified apprP^^fi, with a 
smile and a curtsey at every senteUce. ‘And 
now, Mrs, Glass, you must tell Jeafiie, I UppU » 


she will not forget my cheese when she getadpVdl 
to Scotland. Archibald has my ordem io anUPl^; 
all her expenses.’ * ‘ , 

‘ Begging your Grace’s humble pard<(h/^^M{4" 
Mrs. Glass, ‘ it is a pity to trouble yourself ahput 
them ; the Dcaiises are wealthy \M>ople in their 
way, and the lass has money in her }k>cket.' 

‘That’s all very true,’ said the duke ; ‘but 
you know, where MacCallummore travels ho pays 
all ; it is our Highland privilege to take irom 
all what we want, and to give to all what Uicy 
want.’ 

‘ Your Grace is better at giving than taking,’ 
said Mrs. Glass. 

‘To show yon ‘the contrary,* said tjie duke, 

‘ 1 will fill my box out of this canister without 
])aying you a bdwbec ; ’ and again desiring to be 
remembered to Jeanie, with his good wishes fpr 
her safe journey, lie de|>artcd, leaving 
Glass uplifted in heart and in countenance, the 

S roudest and ha])picst of tobacco and snuff 
calcrs. 

Reflectively, Ids Grace’s good humcmt end 
aflability had a favourable etiect upon JpauiP'k 
situation.- *IIer kinswoman, though civil. au*d 
kind to her, had acquired too much of iUmdon 
breeding to beporieetJy satisfied witli her cousin^p 
rustic aud national dress, and was, besides, some- 
thing 6candali/ed at the cause of her joum^ ttr 
London. Mrs. Glass might, therefore, have oeCn 
less sedulous in her attentions towards Jekuie, ' 
but for the interest which tho foremost of ftp 
Scottish nobles (for such, in all men’s estimation, 
was the Duke of Argyle) seemed to take in her 
fate. Now, however, as a kinswoman whose 
virtues and domestic atfcctions had attracted the 
notice and approbation of royalty itself, Jeanie 
stood to lier relative in a light very different and 
much more favourable, and was not only treated 
with kindness, but with actual observance and t 
respect. 

It depended on herself alone to have mudp^|f|rt]J 
many visits, and seen as many sights, 
within Mrs. Glass’s power to compaSs» . 

excepting that she dined abroad wi^ one orl^o ^ 
‘ far away kinsfolk,’ and that she paid the IM^P 
respect, on Mrs. Glass’s strong urgency, 'to Mriii 
Deputy Dabby, wife of tho.V^hipM Mt* * 
Deputy Dabby, of Farringdon WitliPut, phe did 
not avail herself oi the opportunity. Aa Mrs. 
Dabby was the second lady of great ranh whom 
Jeanie bad seen in London, she used sometimes 
afterwards to draw a parallel betwixt h^cr a^d 
the queen, in which she observed, 'that Mrs* 
Dabby was dressed twice as grand, and Ufts twice 
as big, and sTKike twice as loud, and twice as 
muckle, as the queen did, but slie hadiut^ the 
same goss-hawk glance that makes the akki 
creep, and the knee bend ; and though Ae Jipd 
very kindly gifted her with a loaf of sugar and 


very kindly gifted her with a loaf of sugar and 
twa pnnds of tea, jet she hadnaa’thegither tHe 
that q^en had when she pat tMi 


haVa moved the tlsflits afid 


m 
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^ ihii mat oity moro, it M 
th6 ^ualffioation added to her Bietor^a 
vhiidli ^eatly mieved her affectionate 
' okpositidb. On this subject, however, her mlhd 
w^ somewhat relieved by a letter which she 
;^e«^V6d in return of post, in answer to that 
which she had written to her father. With his 
a&ctionate blessing, it brought his full appro- 
bation of the step whioli she had taken, as one 
inspired by the immediate dictates of heaven, 
atm which she had been thnist ii 2 )on in order 
that she might become the means of safety to a 
perishing household. 

* If ever a deliverance was dear and precious, 
this/ said the letter, ‘is a dear and precious de- 
liyerance-^nd if life saved can l)e more sweet 
and savoury, it is when it c()!acth by the hands 
of those whom we hold in the ties of affection. 
And do not let your In.iit be dM<jnietcd within 
you, that this vielitu, who is resotjcd fioni the 
florns of the altar, whiTcuutil she was fast bound 
by the chains of human law, is now to be diivcn 
beyond the bounds of our land, Scotland is a 
blessed land to those who love the ordinatices of 
Christianity, and it is a fair land to look U])on, 
and dear to them who liave dwelt in it a’ their 
days ; and weel said tliat judicious Christian, 
Wta;thy^ John Livingstone, a sailor in Borrow- 
stouness, as the famous Patrick Walker reporteth 
his words, that howbeit ho thought Scotland 
was % Gehomiah of wiokeduc&s when he was at 
home, yet when he was abroad, he accounied it 
‘ane paradise ; for the evils of Scotland lie found 
, everywhere, and the good of Scotland ho found 
nowhere. But wc aic to hold in remembrance 
that Scotland, though it bo our native land, and 
the land of our fathers, is not like Coshen, in 
JBgypt, on whilk the sun of the heavens and of 
the gospel shineth allcnarly, and leaveth the 
rest of the world in utter darkness. Therefore, 
and also bccauso this increase of jiroilt at Saint 
Leonard’s Crags may be a eauld waff of wind 
tdawing from the frozen land of earthly self, 
where never jilant of grace took root or grew, 
and because my concerns make mo take sonie- 
tUng owor muckle a grip of tlio gear of the 
i^rld in minojirms, I n^oeivc this dispensation 
anOnt Eflle as a call to depart out of Ilaraii, as 
righteous Abraham of old, and leave my father’s 
kindred and my mother's house, and the ashes 
and mould of them w ho have gone to sleep before 
me, and which wait to bo mingled with these 
auld erased bones of mine own. And my lieart 
4 tf lightened to do this, when I call to mind the 
dnbny of active and calmest j-eligion m this land, 
and Btttvey the height and llic depth, the length 
lihd thetbreadth, oi national defections, and how 
of many is waxing luk^^warm and cold ; 
Btreugthoned in this resolution to 
^ $Ciy domicile likewise, aa I hear that 
'are to be act at an easy mail in 
itland, whore there ore many proeious 
1!0 of our true though suffeiing por- 
^ ad aic part of the kyo or stock as I 
PSIf fo knep> may be driven thither with- 
Wooler, or iliat 
tjD A jftwliher to tU hilk-^od 
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fHend <m our neea^na, and 1 Wo 

paid him book the afUer Xflle’s mielbiHanOk 
whereof Mr. Niehil Kovlt rsiumed him ui 
balance, as the laird and t did expect ho Wad 
hae done. But law licks tip as tho eotamon 
iolk say. I have had the siller to borroW out 6t 
sax»purses. Mr. Saddletree advised to tho 
Laira of Louusbeck a charge on his band for 0 
thousand merks. But 1 hae uae broo* of ohargoa, 
since that awfu’ morning that a tout Of a horn, 
at the Cross of Ediubur^i, blow half the faiilifii’ 
ministers of Scotland out of their pulpits. How- 
ever, I sail raise an i^udieation, whillc Mr. 
Saddletree says comes instead of the auld ap- 
prisings, and will not lose weel-won gear wi& 
the like of him, if it may be helped. As ibr tho 
queen, and tho credit that she hath done to a 
poor man’s daughter, and the mercy and thU , 
grace yo found with her, I can only pray for her 
weel-being hero and hereafter, for the establish- 
ment of her house now and for ever, Upon the 
throne of these kingdoms. 1 dOuht not but 
wliat you told her Majesty, that I was the sam6 
David Deans of whom tliero was a sport at the 
Revolution, when I noited thegithor the headt 
of twa false i)rophcts, tlieso ungracious Graced 
the prelates, as they stood on tlio Hie Street, 
after being ex)>elled from the Convention-parlia- 
ment.* The Duke of Argylo is a noble and 
tiue-hcaited nobleman, who pleads the cause of 
the poor, and those who have none to help tlieto ; 
verily his rcAvard bliall not ho lacking unto him. 
— I have been writing of many things, but' not 
of that whilk lies nearest mine heart. 1 have 
seen tho misguided thing ; she will be at free- 
dom tho morn, on enacted caution that she shall 
leave Scotland in four weeks. Her mind is in 
an evil frame, — casting her eye backward on 
Egypt, I doubt, as if the bitter waters of •the 
wilderness were harder to endure than the brick 
furnaces, by the side of which there were savoury 
flesh-pots. I need not bid you make haste down, 
for you are, excepting always my Great Master, 
my only comfort in tliese straits. I Charge you 
to withdraw yuiu* feet from the delusion of that 
Vanity-fair in whilk yo are a sqjourner, and toot 
to go to their worship, whilk is an ill-mumbl^ 
mass, as it was weel termed by James the Sext, 
thougli lie afterwards, with his unhappy son, j 
strove to bring it owor back and belly into his 
native kingdom, wherethrough their race have 
been cut off as foam upon the water, and 
shall be as wanderers among the nationch^^ 
tho i>rophecies of Hosea, ninth and seVenteOtoth^ 
And the same, tenth and seventh. But UB ana 
otir house, let us say with the same prophet, Let 
us return to the Lord, for he hath tom, apd he 
will heal us — ^lio hath smitten, and he will hitod 
us up,”’ , ‘ 

He proceeded to say, that he approved e# keV. ^ 
pro^tosed mode of returning by Gladgow^ 
entered into sundry minute^ partiouWs topt 
necessary to bo quoto^, A single line ili^ * ' 
letter, but not tbe least ®requen% n 
party to whom it was addressed, intitl 
^ Reuben Rutler had been a$ a eoto 
sorrows/ As David l)eaitot eV' 
d^tlar befbrB,^^tlicmt 
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dlmt, «Ktb^ at hktt ^nal and l6ainlu|;j of 
at hia JxatKdfatlier's heresy, Jeanie drew^ a ^od 
dtneb m sdch qtialil^iig clause being added 
t6 tliiA tantence respecting Iniu 
A l(mr*s hope lesemblt^ the beau m the iiui 
aery tile,-^let it once tike loot, and it will giow 
ab rapidly, that in th( com sc ot a few lioiiis th< 
giant Imagination hi Ids a oisflc on the top, 
and by and by comes Disappointment m itli the 
*ourtal axe,* and hows donii both the plant and 
the superstructure Tcanif s 1 incy, though not 
the most powoiful of her faculties, wis lively 
enough to trauspoit her to a wild iiim in Koi 
thunmerland, well stodvcd with milk coi\s, vfald 
beasts, and sheep, a nnetiiig houbc, haid h} 
fiequeuted by seiious Ihcsbjtciuns, who lud 
united in a haimonioiis call to Reuben Ihitlei to 
be their spiiitual guide , Lfhc lestored, not to 
gaiety, but to cheerfulness at Icist — then lathe i, 
^th nis gtcy hail s sniootlicd (low n, and spcciacks 
on his nose — her&clf, with the maiden snood e\ 
changed for a mation's ciiicli — all an ing(d m a 
pew in the said meeting house, listening to woids 
of devotion, rendcitd swecici an I inon poweiliil 
by the afiectionate tics wliith combined them 
With the proaclitr She cliciished su h iisioiis 
from day to day, until her icsidtuec in T oiuloii 
began to become insupportable and tedious to 
her , and it was with no oidinary siiisfactiou 
that she received a summons fiom Aigylo House, 
lequuing her m two days to he prepared to jom 
their northward paity 
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One was a female, whs had grievous ill 
Wiought in revenge and she eiijiyd it still, 
Sullen she wa*., and threalcninf^ n her tye 
Olared the stem triumph that she dued t die 
• Cralbe 


The summons of pre])aiation ai lived aftci 
Jeanie Deans had resided in the metiopohs about 
three weeks 

On the moiniiig appointed she took a gi lUful 
farewe)! of Mis Gliss, as that good womans 
attention to hci pariiculaily lecniired, placed 
herself and her moveable goods, which nmchasis 
and presents had gieitly iiiei eased, in a nackney 
OQfeicq, and joined hci ti ivelling companions in 
the housekeepci’s apaitmcuf^at Argyle House 
Wule the c imago was getliug leidy, »sho was 
informed that the duke wished to speak with 
her 5 ind, being ushtitd into a splcncJid saloon, 
aha was surprised to find tint lie wished to 
present her to his lady and daughtcis 

bung you my little countryw om in, due hess, * 
thfite ilrere tlie words of the mtioduction ‘With 
ftti tarn of young fellows, as gallant and steady 
ill Aa and a good cause, 1 would not fcai two 
to owe/ 


'Ml >apa said a lively young lady, al 
Wiwe Jfaara old, ‘ remember you were full 
hr ^h^ifenuir, and yet* (singing 
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tiimad Toi^ on my hands t 
-^ThibS mil 00 fins neivs for our coqntrywoniau 
to cany down to fifcotland I * 

‘We ifiny all turn Tories fbt the thanks we 
liaio got for zemamin^ Whigs/ said the Second 
} oung lad j 

‘Well, hold youi peace, yon dlsoontented 
monk( js, and go dicss your bablos j and aa fOr 
tho Rob of Dunblaiii, 

If It w sni v^cd bvbbit weel Ixibbit, weel bobiMt, 

If It wasna weel I obbit well bub it again ' 

‘ Tipa s Wit IS miming low,’ said Lady MaiV . 
‘the poor gentleman is lepcdtmg himself— he 
sing tint (ju tho field of battle, when he was 
fold the Highlanders had cut his loft wing to 
pieces with tluu (liymoies ’ 

A luill by Iht hail was the itpaitee to this 
sally 

‘Ah* biaie Uighlandeis and blight clay 
mores,’ said the dukt, ‘well do I wish them, 
foi a tho ill they vc done me yet,' as tho song 
goes ” l>ui come, madtajis, say a civil word to 
youi coil 11 try woman -I wish yo had half hei 
canny hamefj sense , I think ^oii may be as leal 
and true hcaittd 

The dm hess advanced, and lU a few woidb^ iu 
whuli Ihcie w is as mmh kindness as civdi^, 
assuied Icimc of tho respect which she had foi 
a chai ictcr so affectionate, and yet so him, and 
addul, ‘When ^ou get home, you will perhaps 
he ai fi oni me ’ 

‘ And fiom me ’ ‘ And from me ’ ‘ And from 
me, I came, added the young lidns one after 
the otliei, ‘foi you aio a eicilit to the land we 
love so well 

Tcanie, ovti powered by these unexpected com* 
]>limcnts, and not aware that the duKe’s investi*! 
gation had made him accj^uaiuted with hei 
behaviom on hci sistci s tiial, could only answei 
by blushing, and cuitseying louud ana round, 
and uticiing it lutervals, 'Mony thanks * mony 
thanks * ’ 

‘ Jcanic,’ said the duke, ‘>ou must have decck 
an doruis, oi you will be unable to travel ’ 

Thoic was a salvii with cake and wine on tho 
tible He took up a gloss, drank ‘to all tme 
hcaits that lo ed Scotland, ’ and oflered a glass ip 
his gm st 

Jeanu, however, declined it, saying 'tliat Hhe 
had never tasted wine in hei life/ 

‘How comes that, Jeanie?’ said the doke,^ 
* wine maketli glad the heait, you know.* 

‘ Ay, 611 , but my fathei is like Jonadab the 
son of Rechab, who chaiged his children that 
they should drink no wine ’ 

‘ 1 thought youi father would have had more 
sense,’ said the duke, ‘unless, indeed, he nrefera 
biaiKiy But, however, Jeame, if you will not 
dunk, you must eat, to save the character of my 
house ’ 

He thrust upon hoi a large piece of nor 
would he permit hei to break off a fragmeht, and 
lay the test on a salver, ‘ Put in your 
Jeanie,* said he , ‘ you will be glad of it beibxn 
you see St Giles’s steeple. I wish to heaven I 
were to see it as soon as you 1 tnd sp my am 
sei vice to ell my ftneiids at and abmit Add 

of « 
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III* SAtamt *<&bility, J>c sliook Jiaud# with 1^8 
prot^ie, and eoniuiittod her to the charge of 
ArOliibald^ Bati8fie<l that he liad provided suffi- 
. ii}ently for lier being attended to by hia domestica, 
from the iinnsiial attention with which lie had 
himself treated licr. 

Accordingly, in the course of her journey, she 
found both Jier companions disposed to pay her 
every possible civility, so that her letiuii, m 
point of comfort and safety, fonned a strong con- 
trast to her journey to Tioudoii. 

Her heart also was disburdened of the i\(‘ight 
9f grief, sbanie, appiehension, and feai, iiliich 
had loaded her before ber interview amIIi the 
queen at Richmond. But the human mind is 
BO strangely ca])iicious, that, mIicmi freed fioni 
the pressure of real misery, it becomes ojion and 
' sensitive to the apprehension of ideal calamities. 
She was now much disturbed in mind, that she 
had heaid nothing tioin Reuben Butler, to ^^hom 
vhe operation of writing was mneli moic familiar 
than it was to herself. 

‘It would have cost him sao little fash,* she 
said to herself ; ‘ for I hao seen his jien gang as 
fast owor the jiajicr, as ever it did owor the ivater 
when it was in the grey goose’s wing. Wae’s 
mol maybe ho may be badly --but then my 
father wad likely hao said something about it. — 
Or maybe he may liac taon the rue, ami kensna 
how to let mo wot of his change of mind, lie 
iieedna ho at muckle fash about it,’- she went 
on, drawing liorself up, though the te<ir of honest 
pride and injured afleetion gathered in her eye, 
os she entertained the suspicion, — ‘ JiMnic Deans 
is no the lass to jui’ him by the sleeve, or jmt 
him in mind of what he wishes to lorgMt. I 
shall wish him w'cel and ha])])y a’ the same ; and 
if he has the luck to get a kii t in our country, I 
sail gang ami hear him just the aery same, to 
show that I bear me malice.’ And as f^lio 
imagiued the scene, the tear ov(‘i her eye. 

In these melancholy reveries Jnanio had full 
time to indulge herself; foi her travelling com- 
pauions, servants in a distinguished and fashion- 
able family, had, of couise, many tojncs of 
conversation in which it w'as absolutely impos- 
sible she could have eitlicr pleasure or jiortion. 
She had, therefoio, abundant leisure foi reflec- 
tion, and even for self- tormenting, during the 
several days which, indulging the young horses 
the duke was sending down to llie Korth witli 
suf^lcLont case and short stages, they occupied in 
reaching the neighbourhood of (yarhsle. 

^ lu approaching the vicinity of that ancient 
city, they discerned a considerable crowd upon 
an. eminence at a little distance from the high 
road, and learned from some jiassciigers who 
were gathering towauls that busy scene from the 
southward, that the cause of the concourse W'as, 
the laudable public desire ‘ f o see a doomed Scotch 
vUwhand thief get half >( liei duo uik)’ JTaiiliee- 
Moo* tondor, for she was only to be hange<i ; she 
^hotlla hae been boomed aloive, an’ clicd]» oii’t.' 

^ ‘f paar Mr. Archibald,' said the dame of the 
jdairr elect, * I never seed a woman hanged in a* 
my life, and only four men, as made a goodly 
spectacle/ 

, m* Archibaldji however, w'as a Scotchman, 
{nrqmised himself no exuberant pleasure in 
ieemf his epunttywomau uuder|ro 'the terrible 


behests of la#f Moreover, he was a man 
of sense and delicacy in his way, and the late 
circumstances of Jeauie’s family» t^ith the cause 
of her expedition to London, wore not unknown 
to him ; so that he ans vered dryly, it vra» im- 
possible to stop, as he iiiust bc’ early at Carlisle 
on some business of the duke’s, and he accord- 
ingly bid the postillions get on. 

'i'hc road at that time [lassed at about a 
fpiarter of a mile’s distance from the eminence, 
called liaribcc or Ilaiabee-brow', which, tliougU 
it is vciy model ate in size ami height, is nevei- 
Iheloss scon fiom a gieat dislanee around, ow'ing 
to the flatness of the country thiough which the 
Eden flow's. Here many an outlaw’ and border- 
iidcr of both kingdoms has w'avcred in the wind 
during the wmis, and scarce less hostile truces, 
between the two countiies. Upon Haraboe, in 
laller days, of her executions had taken place 
with as little (‘cremony as comjDassion ; for these 
fiontier i>rovinces remained long unsettled, and 
iven at the time of which we write, were ruder 
than those in the centre of England. 

Tlic i^ostilUons diove on, wheeling, as the Pon^ 

1 ith road led them, round the verge of the rising 
grouml. Y(*t still tin* eyes of Mis. Dolly Dutton, 
whicb, with the head and substantial person tO 
which they belonged, were all turned towards 
the scene of action, could discern plainly the 
outline of the gallows-tree, relieved against the 
clear sky, the dark shade formed by the persons 
of the oxeeutioner and the inmiual upon the 
light rounds of the tall airial ladder, until one of 
the objects, launched into the air, gave uueqtii- 
vo(*al sigiis of mortal agony, though appearing in 
the distance not laigcr than a spider aependent 
at the extremity of his invisible thread, wliiio 
the remaining form descended from its elevated 
situation, and regained with all B|)cod an un- 
distinguished idacc among the crowd. This 
termination of tho tiagie scene drew forth, of 
course, a scpiall fioin Mrs. Dutton, aJid Jeanie, 
with instiiictiye curiosity, turned her head in 
the same direction. 

The sight of a female culprit in the act of 
undergoing the fatal puiiishinent from which 
her belovid sister lud been so 2 ecently rescued, 
was too miidi, not pcrhajis for her nerves, but 
for her mind and feelings. She turned her head 
to the other side of the (‘arriago, with a sensation 
of sicku(‘ss, of loathing, and of fainting. IJer 
female com^mnion overwdielmcd her wi& -ques- 
tions, w'ith proffpr)s of assistance, with requosta 
that the carriage might he sto))ped — that a 
doctor might be fetched — that dro]^)8 might be 
gotten- that burnt feathers and osafieiida, fair 
water ami liartshoiii, might l)e procured, sill at^ 
once, and without one instant’s delay, Arehi- ' 
bald, more calm and considerate, only desll^ 
the carriage to push forward ; and it was pot tilf 
they had got beyond sight of the fatal l^ctaclo„ 
that, seeing the dcaiily paleness of Jeanie’s ootiiu- 
tenance, lie stopped the carriage, and, jumping 
out himself, wont in search of the most obyiqpsi 
and most easily procured of Mrs. Dutton^ pliOlV 
macopaia — a draught, namely, of fair waW« 
While Archibald was absent on this gooi^^ 
natured piece of sermee, damning the ditches 
which produced nothing but mpd. thinktim 
ppen the thousand bubbling spiftigteti <ft h$ 
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own motintaios, tlie attendants on the execution 
began to pass the stationary vcluclo in their way 
back to Carlisle. 

Fron^ their half- heard and half- understood 
vrords, Jeanie, wliose attention was involuntarily 
riveted by them, as tlnit of eliildrcn is by ghost 
• stories, though they know the pain witli whiab 
they will afterwards remember them, .Icanic, I 
say, could discern tba tlio present victim of the 
law had died gamr, as it is termed by those 
unfortunates ; that is, sullen, reckless, and ini- 
peiiitont, neither fearing Cod nor regarding man. 

* A sturc woife, and a dour,’ said one Cuml)rlan 
peasant, as ho clattered by in liis w’ooden lirogues, 
with a noise like the trampling of a dray-horse. 

* She has gone to ho master, with ho’s name in 
her mouth,' said another. ‘Sliamo the country 
should be harried wi’ Scotch witches and Scotch 
bitches this 'gate — but I say bang and drown.' 

‘Ay, ay, Gaffer Tramj), lake aw’a ycaldon, 
take awa low — ^liang the w'iti-h, and there will 
be less scathe amang us ; mine owsen liao been 
reckan this towrnont.’ 

‘And mine bairns hac been crining too, nion,' 
replied his neighbour. 

‘ Silence wi’ your fule tongues, ye churls,’ said 
an old woman, who hobbled jmst tliem, a.s they 
stood talking near the carriage ‘this was iiae 
witch, but a bluidy-fingered thief and murdcicss.’ 

*Ay? was it o’eii sae, Dome llineliup?’ said 
one in a civil tone, and atepjiing out of his place 
to let the old woman pass along the footpath. — 
‘Nay, you know l>cst, sure— but at ony rate, wc 
hae but tint a Scot of her, and that^s a thing 
better lost than found.’ 

Tile old woman ])asscd on without making any 
answer. 

‘Ay, ay, neighbour,' said Gaffer Tram]», ‘scest 
thou how one witch will speak for t’other — Scots 
or English, the same to tliem.’ 

His comiiaiilon shook his head, and re])1icd in 
the same subdued tone, ‘Ay, ay, w^hen a Saik- 
foot wife gets on her broomstick, the dames of 
Allonby are ready to mount, just as sure as the 
by-wora gangs o’ the Ixills, — 

Tf Skiddaw hath a. cap, 

CriiTel wots full weel of that.* 

* Bill,’ continued Gaffer Tramp, ‘thinkest thou 
the daughter o’ yon hangit body isna as rank a 
witch as ho ? ’ 

‘I keniia clearly,’ retuniod the fclloiv, ‘but 
the folk arc si>caking o’ swintmiug lier i’ the 
Eden.' And they passed on their several roads, 
after wisliing each other good-moniing. 

Just as the clowns left the place, and as Mr. 
Archibald returned witli s<niic fair water, a crowd 
> of boys and girls, and some of the lower rabble 
of more mature age, came uj) fioni the place of 
execution, gi’ouiing tliemselves with many a 
yell of delight around a tall female fantastically 
dressed, who was dancing, leaping, and bound- 
ing in the amidst of them. A horrible recollec- 
tion {Pressed on Jeanie as she looked on this 
unfdr£|nato creature; and the reminiscence was 
mi^ual^ for by a sudden exertion of great strength 
and agility, Madge Wildfire broke out of the 
noisy eircle of tormentors vdio surrounded her, 
andf cli^ng fast to the ioor of the calash, 
ttttsxsdf in a sound betwixl^Uighter and scream- i 


ing, ‘Ehf^'ye kon, Jeanie Deans, they hac hangit 
our mother#* Then suddenly changiug her tone 
to that of the most i>iteous entreaty, she added, 

‘ 0, gar them let me gang to cut her down ! — let 
me but cut her dowui !— she is my mother, if she 
was waiir than the deil, and she’ll be nae mair 
kcnspecklc than half-bangit Maggie Dickson,* 
that cried saiiL numy a day alter she had been 
hangit ; her voice w^as roupit and hoarse, and her 
neck was a wee agee, or yc wad hac ken'd nao 
oddb oil }jcr fiac ony other sniii-wife.* 

Mr. Archibald, embairassed by the mad- 
W'oman’s clinging to the cariinge, and detaining 
around tlu'in lier noisy and niiscliievous attend- 
ants, was all this while looking out for a eon- 
btablo or beadle, to whom lie might commit the 
unfortunate eieat m e. Ihit seeing no such person 
of authoiity, ho endj'avoured to loosen her hold 
from the carriage, tliat lliey might esenjjo from 
her l>y drmng on. This, liow(‘ver, could hardly 
be achieved without some dcOTec of violence; 
Madge held fast, and renewed her frantic en- 
tieatics to be permitted to cut down her mother. 

‘ It w^as but a lenpenny tow lost,' she said, ‘and 
what W’as that to a w'om'in’s life ’ There came 
lip, however, a jjaicel of savage-looking fellows, 
biitcliers and graziers cliicfly, among whose cattle 
there had been of late a very general and fatal 
distemper, w hicli tlicir wisdom imputed to witch- 
eiaft. They laid \iolent hands on Madge, and 
tore her from the carriage, exclaiming — ‘What, 
doest sto]) folk o’ king’s liigliway ? Hast no done 
mischief enow already, >vi’ thy murders and thy 
witeherings ? ’ 

‘0, Jeanie Doans — Jeanie Deans!’ exclaimed 
the j>oor maniac, ‘save my mother, and 1 will 
take yc to the Inter] >reter’.s house again, — and I 
will teach yc a’ my boiinie sangs,— and I will 

toll ye what enme <»’ the ’ The lest of her 

entreaties were drowned in the shouts of the 
rabble. 

‘Save her, for God's sake!— save her from 
those pco])lc ! ’ exclaimed Jeanie to Archibald. 

‘ She is mad, but quite innocent ; she is mad, 
gentlemen,' said Archibald; ‘do not use her 
ill, take lier licforo the mayor.’ 

‘ Ay, ay, wc’sc hac care enow on her, ' aiisworod 
one of the fellow's; ‘gang thou thy gate, man, 
and mind thine ow'n mailers.' 

‘He’s a Scot l)y his tongue,' said another; 
‘and an he will come out o’ his whirligig then), 
I’se gic him his tartan ]>laid fu’ o’ broken banes.* 

It w'as clear nothing could bo done to rescue 
Madge ; and Archibald, who was a man of 
humanity, could only bid the postillions hurry 
oil to Carlisle, that he might obtain some assist- 
ance to the unfortunate woman. As they drove 
off, they heard the lioarso roar with which tho 
mob preface acts of riot or cruelty, yet even 
above that deep and dire note, they could dis- 
ecni^tho screams of the unfortunate victim. 
They were soon out of hearing of tho cries, but 
had no sooner entered tho streets of Carlisle, 
than Archibald, at Jeanic’s earnest and urgent 
entreaty, went to a magistrate, to state the 
cruelty which was likely to be exercised on this 
unhapny creature. 

In auout an hour and a half he returned, and 
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I'oportod to Joaiiie, that tho ina/?istrato had very 
readily gone in person, with some assistance, to 
the rescue ol* the iinfortiinato woman, and that 
ho had himself aectJiiipaiiied him ; that when 
they came to the muddy pool, in which the 
mob were dm-knig her, according to their 
favourite mode of jninishment, the magistrate 
succeeded in rescuing her fiom their hands, but 
in a state of insensibility, owing to the cruel 
treatment which she had received. Tie added, 
that he had seen her carried to tlio worklioiise, 
and understood that she liail been brought to 
herself, and was evjiected to do well. 

This last €av»Tmont was a slight alteiation in 
point of fact, for Mcwlge Wihllire was not ev- 
j^ected to sui’a ive llie treatment slie had received ; 
but Jeaiiie seemed so mmh agitated, lliat Mr. 
Archibald did not think it jnudcnt to tell her 
tlio worst at once. Indeed, she appt'fP'^d ‘o 
fluttered and di'*v»idcicd by lids alarming acci- 
dent, that, although it had l)eeii their intention 
to proceed to lionglown lhai evening, her eoin- 
paiiions judgoil it most .idvisahle to pass the 
night at Carlisle. 

This was ]>artieiilurly agieeahle to .leaiih*, who 
resolved, if possible, to procure an iiitcnicw with 
Madge Wilatire. Couiieeliiig sonic (»f her wild 
flights with the narrative ol (Jeorge Staunton, 
she was imwdlling to oinit the ojjjiortunity <d* 
extracting from her, if possible, soino iiiforma 
tion concerning the fate of that unfoitunate 
infant which liad cost her sister so dear. Her 
acquaintance with the disordered stale of poor 
Madge’s mind did not permit her to cheiisli 
much hoj )0 that slie could acquire from lier any 
useful intelligence ; hut then, since Madge’s 
mother had suflcied her ilcsiuts, and was silent 
for ever, it was her only chance of obtaining 
any kind of information, and she was loath to 
lose the opportunity. 

She coloured her wish to Mr. Aichihahl l»y 
saying that she had seen Madge loriiuily, and 
wished to know, as a matter of linmanity, lunv 
she was attended to nndor her present niis- 
’fortunos. That eomplaisaiit ])crson immediately 
went to the workhouse, or hosfiital, in wdiich lie 
had seen the suflerer lodged, and brought hack 
for reply, that the medical attendants j>ositiiely 
forbaae her seeing any one. When llu’ ajiplica- 
tion for admittance w'as repeated next da^, Atr. 
4r<}hihald was informed that she had hei-u very 
quiet and composed, insoniuoh that the clergy- 
man who acted as clia plain to the estahli diuicut 
thought it expedient to read prayeis beside lu*r 
bed, but that her wamlcring lit of mind had 
returned soon after his departure ; however, her 
countrywoman might see her if she chose it. 
She was not oxi>ccted to live aboxo an hour or 
two, 

Jeanio had no sooner received this infonna- 
tion than she ha'>tcmd to the lios])ilal, lier 
eojhpanious attending Iut. They loiiud the 
dying person in a largo waid, where there w'ere 
ten beds, of which tho jiaticnt’s was the only 
one occupied. 

Hadge was singing when they entcicfl— sing- 
ing her own wild snatches of songs and obsolete 

S , with a voice no longer overstrained by 
9 spirits, but softened, saddened, and sub- 
’ duM oy bodily exhaustion* She was still 


insane, but was no longer able to oxpreb her 
wandering ideas in tho wild notes of her former 
state of exalted imagination. There w&s death 
ill tho plaintive tones of her voice, which yet, in 
this moderated and mclanoholy mood, had some- 
thing of tho lulling bound with which a mother 
^igs her infant asleep. As Jeariie entered she 
Tieard first the air, and thin a pari of tho chorus 
and wmrds, of what had been, perhaps, the song 
of a jolly harvest-homo : 

*Oiir wojk is over — over now, 

Ttu* wipes his we.iry lirow, 

Ihc hist 1**11}; w.iin wends slow away, 

Ami we arc free to sjiojt unci play. 

The nijjht comes on when sets the sun, 

And 1 ibour enils when day is done ; 

When Aiitnnin’s .xone, and Winter’s coroe. 

We hold our jovial harvest-home.' 

.^laiiic advanced to the bedside wdien tlio 
str.iin was finisheil, and addressed Madge by 
her name, lint it jirodiiccd no symptoms of 
iccol lection. On the contrary, tho patient, like 
one provfikcd by interruption, changed her 
postmc, and called out with an impatient 
tone, ‘Nurse muse, turn my face to the wa’, 
that 1 may never answer to that name ony 
mail*, and never see mair of a wicked world.’ 

The atleiidaiit on the hospital arranged her ill 
lier bed as she desired, with her face to the wall 
and lier ha(‘k to ihc light. So soon as she was 
quiet in this new position, bho began again to 
sing in the same low and modulated strains, as 
if she was recovering the state of abstraction 
which the intemijition of her visitants had dis- 
turbed, Tlic strain, howt‘V(‘r, w’as diflerent, and 
lather resembled tlio inusio of the Methodist 
hymns, though fhe measure of the song was 
similar to that of the former : 

* Whin the fight t>f giatc is foughl — 

When the mairiage vest is wrought - 
Whin I' .util hath i h.isi*il fold lloubt away, 

And IIi)i*c but sickens at delay — ^ 

When ('harity, impiison'd here, 

Lungs for a moie expanded sphere, 

Doff iby nibcs i»f sin and flay; 

Christian, rise, .iiid come awa>.' 

The strain was poleniii and affecting, sustained 
as it was by the p,tllM‘tic warble of a voice which 
had naturally been a fine ont‘, and which weak- 
ness, it it diminished its pow*er, had imjiroved in 
soltncss. Archil laid, though a follower of tho 
court, and a pocQcuraiite by profession, was con- 
fused, if not affected ; the dairy-maid blubhored; 
nud jeanie fidt tho tears rise spontaneously to 
her eyes. Kven tho nurse, accustomed to all 
mtuics in which the spirit can pass, seemed con- 
ftiderably moved. 

Tho patient was evidently growing weakei', as 
was intimated by an a])])arentdiflieiilty of breath- 
ing, which seized her from time to time, and by 
the uiteraiice of low*, listless moans, intimating 
that natui'c w'as siu^eiimbing in the last confliot, 
Ihit the spirit of melody, w*hioh must originally 
have so strongly possessed this uufortunat%young 
woman, seemed, at every interval of ease, to 
tiinmph over lier pain and weakness. And it 
was remarkable that there could always be traced 
in her songs something appropriate, though ]Mr» 
ha|i8 ohly obliquely or ooUaterally so^ to w 
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pi'eseqt situation. Her next seemed the fragment 
of some old ballad : 

*Cauld It niy bed, Lord Archibald, 

And bad my sleep of soirow; 

But thine sail be a!» sad and cauld, 

My fausc true-love ! to-moirow. 

And weep ye not, my maidens free, 

Though death your mist resb biuiow; 

For he for win .1 <lie to-day 
shall die for uie to-morrow.' 

Again she ohaiigoil the tunc to one wilder, 
less monotonous, and less regular. Hut of the 
words, only a fragment or two could be collected 
by those wdio listened to this singular scene : 

'Proud Maisii* is in the wood, 

Walkmir so caily ; 

Sweet Robin sits on the bush, 

* Singing so ratuly. 

“Tell mo, iboii bonnie bird. 

When shall I many iiio*^*’ 

“When si\ biaw gentUmen 
Kirk^^atd shall laiiy yc. ‘ 

t ¥ f 4 

“ Who_ makes the bridal be<l. 

Birdie, ^lvtruIy‘<'" — 

“The gitv-headcnl sevton, 

Tli.xt delves the giave duly. 

I he glc)vv -W01 ni o’ei grav e and stone 
Shall light tine steadv ; 

The owl horn the steeple sing, 

Welcome, [iioud lady.’” 

Her voice died awsy witli the last notes, and 
she fell into a sUunher, from which the ex- 
perienced attendant assured them that she never 
would awake at all, or only in the death agony. 

The iiunse’s propliecy jiioved true. The poor 
maniac parted with existence without again 
uttering a sound of any kind. But our travellers 
did not witness this catastrophe. They loft the 
hospital as soon as Jeanio had satiblled herself 
that no elucidation of her bister’s nusfortnncs 
was to be lapped from the dying person.* 


CHAPTER XL, 

Wilt thou go on with me?^ 

The moon is blight, the sea is calm, 

And I know w ell the ocean paths . . . 

Thou wilt go on v\ith me! 

Tiialaba. 

The fatigue and agitation, of theso various 
scenes had agitated .Icanic so much, notwith- 
standing her robust strength of constitution, 
that Archibald judged it iieeessary ^at she 
should have a day’s repo.se at the village of 
Longtow'n. It was in v.dii that Jetiuio ju’o- 
tested against any delay. The Duke of Argylc's 
man of confidciioo was of course consequential ; 
and as ho had been bred to the medical profes- 
sion in his youth (at least he used this expres- 
sion to doRcribo his having, thirty years before, 
poundad for six months in the mortar of old 
tfungp Manglcman, the surgeou at Greenock), 
he was obstinate whenever a matter of health 
was in <]|^uestion. 

In this case he discovered febrile symptoms, 
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and having once made a happy appliialion of 
that learned phrase to Jennie’s ca.se, all liullnr 
resistance became in vain; and she was glad 
to acquiesce, and oven to go to bed, and think 
Water-gruel, in order that she might possess her 
soul ill quiet and w itliout iiitciTuptioii. 

Mr. Aichihald was ei^ually attentive in another 
imrtieuUr. He ohservtsl that the execution of 
the old woman, and the miserable fate of her 
daughter, secme(l to liave had a more pow'crful 
etFoet upon .Tcai)ii‘’s mind, than tlie u.sual feel- 
ings of huinanily might naturally have been 
expected to occasion. Yet .she was obvioiKsly a 
strong-minded, sensible }onijg woman, and in 
no respect .sulycct to iicivoum ailed ions ; and 
therefore Archibald, being ignoiaiit of any 
special connection between hi.s masters jirof^gic 
and these unloilunate j*eisons, exeeptiug that 
she had seen Madge loimeily in Scotland, 
naturally imputerl the sliong iminession these 
events had madc^ iqion her, to lier a.ssociating 
them with Iho unhappy eiuumst.'iiues in wliieh 
her bister liad .so lately stood. IJo became 
anxioins, therefore, to prevent anything occur- 
ring which might leeall tlicse assodfiiions to 
.Teanic’s mind. 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of 
exercising this jirecantion. A })odIar brought to 
Loiigtown that evening, amongst other w'ares, a 
large broad-.side sheet, gi^ing an aeeount of the 
'Last Sjiceeh and Execution of Miiigaict Mur- 
dockson, and of the barbarous Murder of her 
Daughter, Magdalene or Madge Murdoeksoii, 
called Madge Wildfire ; and of lier pious conver- 
sation with liis Reverence Archdeacon Fleming;’ 
wliich authentic imblicntion had apjiarently 
taken place on tin* day they left Carlisle, and 
being an article of a nature peculiarly accept- 
able to Rueli country-folk as were within heaving 
of the transaction, the itimiant bilJitqiolist had 
forthwith added them to his sloek-in-tratlc. He 
found a merchant sooiu r tlian lie expected ; for 
Archibald, much apjdaufling his own jirudence, 
purchased the whole lot tor two bliilling.s and 
ninepeiice ; and the pedl.n, <lcliglited vvitli the 
profit of siieli a wJiolcxsale traiisiution, inshintly 
returned to Carlisle to supply liimself with more. 

The coTisidei.it 0 Mr. Auhibald w.is about to 
commit liis wdiole purcliase to tho llames, but it 
w^a.s rescued by tlie yet more considerate dairy- 
damsel, who said, v(’ry i)nidently, it was a pity 
to waste so much ]).‘ij»cr, wliich might crepe hair, 
jdii up bonnets, and seivo many other useful 
purposes ; and wlio j)romised to jiut tho parcel 
into her own tniiik, and keep it caicfully out of 
tho skdit of Mrs, .leaiih Deans ; 'Though^ by tho 
by, she had no great notion of folk heiilg so 
very nice. Mrs. Deans might have had enough 
to think about the gallows all this time to en- 
dure a sight of it, without all this to-do about it* 

Archibald reminded tho damo of the dairy 
of the duke’s particular charge, that they shouul 
1)0 attentive and civil to Jeanio j os also that 
they w'ore to part company soon, and con- 
sequently would not he doonusl to observing 
any one a health or temper during the rest of 
the journey. With which answer Mrs. Dolly 
Dutton was obliged to hold herself satisfied. 

On the morning they resumed their Journey, 
and prosecuted it meessfully, travelling through 
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l)ttlttflri0S8hiro and j)art of Lanarkshire, until 
they arrived at the small town of Ruthcrglen, 
trithin about four miles of Glasgow. Iforo an 
express brought letters to Archibald from the 
pruicipal agent of the Duke of Argylo in Kdin- 
burgh. 

Ho said nothing of their contents that even- 
ing ; but when they wore seated in the carriage 
the next day, the faitliful SJ^uire inlbnned Jeanie 
that lie liad received instructions from the duke’s 
factor, to whom his Grace had recommended him 
to carry her, if she had no objection, f<ir a stage 
or two beyond Glasgow. Some tcniporary causes 
of discontent had oLcasioiied tumults in that city 
and the neighl>onrlu>od, Avliieh would render it 
unadvijable for ^Iis. .leaiuo Deans to tiavel 
alone and unjn-oleelcd l^et^^i\t that city and 
Edinburgh; \Nheieas, 1)^ going forward a little 
farther, they would meet one of his (h.iee’s sub- 
factors, wdio was coming down from the High- 
lands to Edinburgli with Ids wif(‘, and under 
whoso charge she might jouiney wdth comfort 
and in safety. 

Joanie ronionsliMted against this arrangement. 
*Sho had been lang,’ slie said, Mrae hame— her 
father and her sister heho\ed to he very anxious 
to sec her — Iheie were other fiicmK she liad that 
werena w'cel in liealth. Slie was willing to pay 
for man and horse at Glasgow', and surely nae- 
body wad meddle wi’ sae harmless and feckless 
a creature as she was. She w'as mucklo obliged 
by the offer ; but never huntcsl deer hanged for 
its resting-])! ace as 1 ilo to lind niys(df at Saint 
Leonard’s.’ 

The groom of the ehambers exchanged a look 
with his female companion, wdiieh seemed so 
full of meaning, that Jeanie screamed aloud — 
‘0, Mr. Archil laid- -Mrs. Dutton, if ken of 
onything that h.is haiijiened at Saint Leonard’s, 
for God’s sake -for pita’s sake, tell me, and 
dinna keep me in su'.pcnsc * ’ 

*I rciilly know nothing, Mrs. Deans,* said the 
gi'oom of the chambers. 

* And I -I -I am sure, I know as little,’ said 
tlio dame of tlie dairy, while some conimunicn- 
tion seemed to tiemble on lier lijis, w'hicli, at a 
glance of Archibald’s eye, she aiijicarcd to 
swallow down, and compressed her li|)s there- 
aftor into a state of evticrne and vigilant lirrn- 
nesa, as if she h.xd been afiaid ol its liolting out 
before she was aw'.xrc. 

Jeanie saw' there w’as to hv* something eon- 
oealod from Inr, .xn<l it was only the repealed 
assurances of Archil).ald llial her father — her 
sister — all her fiieiids woie, a-s f<xr as ho knew, 
woll and hajijiy, that at all ])acilied hei alarm. 
From such resja cLable jicople as those w ith whom 
she travelled she could ajijirehend no harm, and 
yet her distress was Sf) obvious, tliat Archibald, 
oa a last resource, ])ulh 1 out, and ]»ut into her 
liand, a slip of pajicr, on which tlicse words 
were written 

* JkakH’ Df.A\s, - You will do me a favour by 
' goiiig with Archibald and my lemale fh'niestic a 
> day’s journey beyond Glasgow, and asking them 

no questions, which will greatly oblige your 
*^4^16114 AiiayLio & Oueknw'u'u.* 

f 

\ Although this laconic epistle, from a nobleman 


I to whom she was bound by such inestimable 
obligations, sicced all Jeanie's objeotiona to 
the proposed route, it rather added to than 
diminished the eagerness of her curiosity. I'he 
proceeding to Glasgow seemed now no loi^r to 
be an object with her fellow-travellers. 05n the 
contrary, they kept the left-hand side of the 
river Clyde, and travelled through a thousand 
beautiful and changing views dowm the side 
of that noble stream, till, ceasing to hold its 
inland character, it began to assume that of a 
navigable river. 

* You aie not for gaun in till Glasgow, then?’ 
said Jeanie, as she observed that the drivers 
made no motion for iii(*liiiiijg tlieir horses’ heads 
towards llic ancient biidge, which was then the 
only mode of access to St. Mungo’s capital. 

* No,’ rojdicd Archibald ; * there is some 
])opnlar commotion, and as our duko is in 
ojiposition to the court, perhaps wo might be 
too w'cll receiv(‘d ; or they might take it in 
their heads to remember that the Captain of 
Carriek came down upon thiMu with his High- 
landmcn in the time of Shawdicld’s mob in 1726, 
and then we would he too ill received. ** And, 
at any rate, it is best for us, and for mo in jiar- 
ticular, wlio may he siqijiosed to possess his 
Grace’s mind upon many ]>artieulars, to leave 
the good jieople of the Gorhals to act according 
to their own imaginations, w’ithout cither pro- 
voking or encouraging them by my presence.* 

To reasoning of such tone and consequence 
Jeanie had nothing to re])ly, although it seemed 
to lier to contain fully as much self-importance 
as truth. 

Tlie carriage meantime rolled on ; the river ex- 
] landed itself, and gradually assumed the dignity 
of an estuary or arm of the sea. The influence 
of the advancing and retiring tides became more 
and more evident, and in t he beautiful words of 

liim of the laurel w'reath, tlie liver waxed — 

« 

A broader and yet broader stream. 

» ♦ * ♦ # 

The cormorant stands upon its shoals, 

His black and drippinj; wings 
Half open’d to the wind.f 

‘ Wliich w'ay lies. Inverary ? ’ said Jeanie, g^- 
iiig on the dusky ocean of Highland hills, which 
iimv, jiileil above cacli other, and intersected Iw 
many a lake, sti etched aw'ay on the opposite side 
of tlie river to the northward, ‘Is yon high 
castle the duke’s boose ? ’ 

‘That, hirs. Deans? — Lud help thee,’ replied 
Archibald, ‘ that's the old castle of Dumbarton, ^ 
the strougest jilaco in Europe, bo the other what 
it may. Sir "VVilliam Wallace was governor of it 
in the old wais w'ith the English, and his Grace 
is governor just now. It is alw'ays entrusted to 
the best man in Scotland.’ 

‘And does the duko live on that high rock, 
then?’ demanded Jeanie. 


* Tn 1725 thcie was .'i great riot in Glasgow on account 
of the malt-tax. Among the troops brought in to retttira 
order, was one of the independent coqipanies of iKlgh** 
landers levied in Ar^leshire, and distinguished, iu a 
lampoon of the period, as ‘ Campbell of <^ick and hia 
Highland^thieves.’ It was called Shawfield’a Mob, bo* 
c:*use much of the popular violence was diroctod agaHwt 
Daniel Campbell, £sq. of Shawfield, M.P., provost o( 
the town. 

t [From Southey's TfuMa, Book xL stam 36b] 
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*Ko, no j he Jias his deputy-governor, who 
commands in his absence ; he lives in the white 
house you see at the bottom of the rock. — Ilis 
Qrace does not reside there himself.' 

‘1 think not, indeed,’ said the dairy-woman, 
upon whose mind the road, since they bed lelt 
Dumfries, had made no very favourable impres- 
sion, ‘for if ho did, ho might go whistle for a 
dairy-woman, an Ic were the only duke in 
England. I did not leave my place and my 
fneiids to come down to see cows starve to death 
upon hills as they bo at that i)ig-styo of Klfnifool, 
as you call it, Mr. Archibald, or to be perched 
upon the top of a rock, like a squirrel in his cage, 
hung out of a three ))air of stairs* window.* 

Inwardly chuckling that these symptoms of 
reoalcitration had not taken place until tlie fair 
malcontent was, as he mentally tonned it, under 
his thumb, Archibald coolly replied, ‘ That the 
hills were none of his making, nor did ho know 
how to mend them ; but as to lodging, they 
would soon bo in a house of the duke’s in a very 
pleasant island called Kosencath, where they 
wont to wait for shipping to take them to 
Inverary, and would meet th(‘ company with 
whom Joanio w'as to return to Edinhnigli.* 

*An island?’ said Jcanic, who, in the coni so 
of her various and adventurous travels, had n<‘vcr 
quitted terra firma; ‘then I am doubting W'* 
maun gang in ane of these boats; they look 
unco sma*, and the w’avos arc something rough, 
and* 

'Mr. Archibald,* said Mrs. Dutton, 'I will not 
consent to it ; I was never engaged to leave the 
country, and I desiicyou will hid the hoys drive 
round the other way to tlio duke’s house.* 

' There is a safe pinnace belonging to his Grace, 
ma’am, close by,’ replied Archibald, 'and you 
need be under no anj)relicn.sions whatsoever.* 

'But I am under apprehensions,* said the 
damsel ; 'and I insist upon going round by land, 
Mr. Archibald, were it ten miles about.* 

* I am sorry I cannot oblige you, madam, as 
Kosencath happens to lie an island.’ 

'If it wore ten islands,* said the incensed dame, 
' that’s no Tca.son why I should ho drowned in 
going over the seas to it.’ 

‘No reason wliy you should be drowmed, cer- 
tainly, ma’am,’ answered the unmoved groom of 
the (mambers, ‘but an admirable good one why 
on cannot proceed to it by land.’ And, fixed 
is master’s mandates to ]>eiforin, ho ]Mn«i.ed 
with his hand, and the drivefs, turning otf the 
high-road, proceeded tow'nrds a small hamlet of 
* fishing huts, where a shallop, somewhat more 
gaily decorated than any which they had yet 
seen, having a Hag which displayed a hoar’s 
head, crested with a ducal coronet, waited with 
two or three seamen, and as many Ilighlandcrs. 

The oarriago stopjied, and the men began to 
unyoke their horses, while Mr. Archibald gravely 
superintended the removal of the baggage from 
the carriage to the little vessel. 'Has tlio 
Caroline been long arrived ? ’ said Archibald to 
one of the seamen. 

' She has been here in five days from Liverpool, 
and she’s lying down at Greenock,* answeroa the 

* Let' the horses, and carriage go down to 
' Qrteupchf then/ said Archibald, 'and be em- 


barked there for Inverary when I send notice — 
they may stand in my cousin’s, Duncan Archibald 
the stablcr’s. — Ladies,’ he addoil, 'I hope you 
w'iil jjot yourselves ready ; wo must not lose the 

'Mrs. Deans,' said the Cow'slip of Inverary, 

‘ you may do as you jilease — but i will sit here 
all night, rather than go into that there painted 
egg-shell.— Ecllow - fellow ! ' (this was addressed 
to a Highlander who w’as lilting a travelling 
trunk), Mhat trunk is minc^ and that there 
band-box, and that pillion mail, ami those seven 
Imndles, and the paper-lug ; and if you venture 
to toiicli one of them, it shall he at your j)eril,’ 

The Celt kept his eye lixed on the speaker, 
then liimcd his head tow'ards Aieliihald, and 
leeeivingno countej vailing signal, he shouldered 
the j)ortnianteau, ami, w'iUioiit further notice of 
the distressefl damsel, or i>aying any attention 
to remonstranecs, whidi jirohalily ho did not 
understand, and ‘would certainly liavo equally 
disregarded 'whether he iimlci stood them or not, 
moved otf wdth Mis. Dutton’s wearables, and 
do]M>siicd the tnink containing them safely in 
the boat. 

The baggage being slowed in safety, Mr. 
Archibald handed Jeaiii(‘ out of the carriage, and, 
not without some tremor on her jurt, she was 
tianspoited thioiigh the surf ami jfiaecd in the 
boat. He then olleied the same civility to his 
fellow-servant, hut she w'as resolute in her refusal 
to quit tlie cariiage, in wdiieli she now remained 
in solitary state, threatening all eoneemed or 
unconcerned with actions for wages and board- 
wages, damages and expenses, and numbering on 
her fingers the gowns and other habiliments, 
from which she seemed in the act of being separ- 
ated for ever. !Mr. Archibald did not give him- 
self the trouble of making many remonstrances, 
which, indeed, seemed only to aggravate the 
damsel’s indignation, hut spoke two or three 
words to the Highlanders in Gaelic; and the 
wily mountain ccis, aj>proaching the carriage 
cautiously, and without giving tire slightest in- 
timation of their intention, at once seized the 
recusant so oircctiially fast that she could neither 
resist nor struggle, and, lioisting her on their 
shoulders in nearly a hoii/ontal posture, nishcd 
down w'ith her to the hcar'li and through the 
surf, and, with no other ineonvcnienco than 
ruffling her garments a little, dqrosited her in 
the boat , hut in a state of surprise, mortification, 
and tenor at her su Ideii transportation, which 
rendered her ahsrdutcly mute hw tw'o or three 
minutes. The men jumped in themselvoB ; one 
tall fellow lemaiiied till he had pu.'^hed off the 
Imat, and then tumbled in upon his companions. 
They took their oars and hegau to pull from tlie 
shore, then spread their sail, and drove merrily 
across the firth. 

* Y oil Scotch villain ! ’ said the infuriated 
damsel to Archibald, ‘how dare you use a person 
like me in this way ? ’ 

‘ Madam/ said Archibald, with infinite com- 
posure, ‘ it’s high time you should know you are 
m the duke’s country, and that tliero is not one 
of these fellows but would throw you out of ihe 
boat as readily as into it, if such were his Grace*^ ^ 
pleasure.* 

* tjlie 1 joi 4 have mercy on mo ! * said Mrs. 

* K 
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Dattow ‘ If I had Lad any on myself, I would 
never have engaged with you.* 

' It*8 Roniothiug of the latest to think of that 
now, Mrs. Diittou/ said Aichibald ; *but I assure 
you, you \\dll find the Highlands have their 
pleasures. Yjui will Iiave a (h>zen of cow-milkers 
under youi* own authority at Inverary, and you 
may tfirow any of tlicni into the lake, if you 
have a mind, for tlie duke’s head people are 
almost as great as himself.* 

'This is a strange business, to be sure, Mr. 
Arehibald,* said the lady ; ‘but I suppose I must 
^makc the best on’t. — An* you sure the boat will 
not sink 2 it leans teriibly to one side, in my 
I)oor mind.’ 

‘Fear nothing,’ said Mr. Archibald, taking a 
nio.st imp'irlant pinch ol snuff ; ‘tliis same ferry 
ou Clyde knows us viu’y well, or we know* it, 
which is all the same ; no fear of any of our 
people melding with any accident. We should 
have crossed from the opjiosiie shore, but for the 
(iisturbances at Clasgow, which made it improper 
for his Grace’s jicojilo to ^lass througli the city.’ 

‘Are you not a feared, Mrs. Deans,’ said tlie 
dairy-vestal, addiessing Jeanie, wdio sat, not in 
the most coiiiforLablc state of mind, by the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
lielm ; —‘are you not afoarod of these wild men 
with their naked knees, and of this nut-shell of 
a thing, that sei'ius bobbing up and down like a 
skimmuig-dish in n milk Jiail 

‘No - 110 — madam, ’ answ’crcd J eanic, with some 
hesitation, ‘ I am not feared ; for 1 h4o seen 
Iliolandmen before, though 1 never w’as sae near 
them ; and for the danger of the deep tvaters, I 
trust theic is a providence by sea as well as by 
laud.* 

‘Well,’ said Mis. Dutton, ‘it is a beautiful 
thing to have leained to WTito and read, for one 
can always say such fine words whatever should 
befall them.’ 

.Archibald, rejoicing in the impres.sion which 
his vigorous measuies had made upon the in- 
tractable dairy- maid, now applied himself, as a 
sensible and good-natured to secure by fail 
means the aseciidency which he had obtained by 
some wholesome tioJenco; and he succeeded so 
well ill representing to her the idle nature of her 
fears, and the impossibility fif leaving her upon 
+he beach enthroned in an empty carriage, that 
the good understanding of the ]»arty was com- 
pletely rcvivoil ore tliey lande»I at Roseneatli. 


CHAPTER XI L 

^ Did Fortune 

Or rather Destiny, (»iir hirk, to wljiCh 
We could appoint id [i ii, to this best placed 

Fl KTCHRR. 

The islands in the Firth of Clyde, wdiicli the 
daily passage of so many sinokc-jiennoned steam- 
boats now reiuh is so easily accessible, were iu 
our fathers’ times scoluded spots, frequented by 
no travellers, and few visitants of any kind. 
They are of o-squisito, yet vaiicd beauty. Airan, 
mountntuous region, or Alpine island, abounds 
with the grandest and most romantic sconcr}". 
.1 jluto ia of a softer and more woodland character. 


The Cumbrays, as if to exhibit a contrast to 
both, are greeny level, and bare, forming the 
links of a sort of natural bar which is drawn 
along the mouth of the firth, leaving large in- 
tervals, however, of ocean. Roseiieath, a smaller 
isle, lies inueli higlier uj) the firth, and towards 
its western shore, near the opening of the lake 
called the Oare Loch, and not far from Loch Long 
and Loeh Scant, or the Holy Loch, whicli wind 
from the mountains of the Western Highlands 
to join the estuary of the (Hyde. 

In these isles the severe fro it winds w’hich 
tyrannize over the vegetable citation during a 
Scottish spring, are comparatively little fmt ; 
nor, excepting the gigantic stieiigth of Arran, 
are they much exposed to the Atlantic storms, 
lying landlocked and protected to the westw'ard 
by tliu shores of Ayrshire. Accordingly, the 
weeping -willow, the weeping- birch, and other 
trees of early and pendulous shoots, Hourish in 
those favoured recesses in a degi’ee unknown ill 
our eastern districts ; and the air is also said to 
jiossess that mildness which is favourable to con- 
sumptive cMses. 

The picturesque beauty of tlie island of Rose- 
neath, iii particular, had such iccomincudatioiis, 
that the Karls and Dukes of Argyle, from an early 

} )criod, made it their oi'cusioual lesidciicc, and 
lad their temporary accommodation in. a fishing 
or hunting - lodge, which succeeding improve- 
ments have since transformed into a palace. Jt 
was in its original simplicity when the little 
bark wdiich wo left traversing tlio firth at the end 
of last chapter approache*! the shores of the isle. 

When they touched tlic landing-place, which 
was jiartly shrouded by some old low but wide- 
spreading oak-trees, intermixed with hazel- 
bushes, two or three figures were seen as if 
awaiting their arrival. To these Jcanio iiaid 
little attention, so that it was with a shock 
of surprise almost electrical, that, ppon being 
earriod by the rowers out of the boat to the 
shore, she was received in tlie arms of her father I 
It w’as too wonderful to lie believed — too much 
like a happy dream to liave the st'ible feeling of 
rc«ality. — She extricat<‘d liorsclf from Ids close 
and affeetiondte embrace, and held him at arm’s 
length, to satisfy her mind that it was no 
illusion. But the form was indisputable — Donee 
David Doans himself, in liis best light -blue 
Sunday’s coat, wdtli broad metal buttons, and 
W’aistcoat and brccclios of the same, Ids strong 
gramashes or leggins of thick grey cloth — the 
very copper bm^les— the bi-oad Lowdaud blue • 
bonnet, thrown hack as he lifted Ids eyes to 
licavcn in sjiocqliless gratitude -the grey locks 
that straggled from beneath it down his wmther- 
beaton ‘ haifets -the bald ami furrowed fore- 
head— the clear blue eye, that, undimmod by 
years, gleamed bright and j»ale from under its 
shaggy grey penthouse— the features, usually so 
stern and stoical, now melted into the unwonted 
expression of rapturous joy, affection, and grati- 
tude— were all those of David Doans; so 
happily did they assort together, that, should I 
ever a^in see my friends AVilkie or Allan, I will 
try to boiTow or steal from them a sketch of'tlds 
very scone. 

‘Jeanie— my ain .Teanie-*-my best- my maisfc 
dutiful bairn— the Lord of Israel be thy fatheri 
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for I am hardly worthy of thee I Thou hast re- 
deemed our captivity— brouglit back the honour 
of our house. — Bless thee, iny bairn, with mercies 

S romised and purchased ! But ho haa blessed 
iiee, in the good of which ho has made thee the 
instrument.’ 

These words bi’oko from him not without 
tears, though David was of no melting mood. 
Archibald had, with delicate attention, ^\itll- 
drawn the spectators from tlio inicrview, so that 
the wood and setting sun alone were witiicsst's 
of the expansion of their feelings. 

‘And Effic^ — and Ellle, dear father \\«is 
ail eager iutcrjoctional (jncstiori whicli Jesanio 
repeatedly threw in among her cx])iessions of 
joyful thankfulness. 

‘Ve will hear--ve will hear,’ said Da\i(l 
hastily, and ever and anon reneued his grate! ul 
aeknowlcdgiucnts to heaven for sending .le.niie 
safe down from the land of jjrelaiic dcaclin ss an<l 
schismatic heresy ; and ioi delivering Inu- fiom 
the dangers of the way, and the lions that \\ ere 
in the path. 

‘And Effio^’ reiieafed her nffeetionato sister 
again and again. ‘And -and’ (fain would she 
have said Buller, hut she modified tin dneet 
inquiry)— ‘ and Mr. and Mrs. iSaddletiee — and 
Dumbiedikes — and a’ friends 

‘A’ weel — a’ weel, ])raise to His name ♦ * 

‘And — Mr. Butler - lie uasna wocl when I 
gaed awa ^ * 

‘ He is quite mended quit(* weel,’ reidied her 
father, 

‘Thauk God — hut 0, dear father, EflTie? — 
Effie?’ 

‘You will never see her niair, my baiin,’ 
answered D'^ans in a solemn tone.— ‘You aio 
the ac and only leaf left now oii the auld tree — 
hale be your portion ! ’ 

‘She is dead! -she is slain! It has tome 
ower latej’ exclaimed Jeanic, wringing lier 
hands. 

‘No, Jeanie,’ returned Deans, in the same 
grave, mclaueliply tone. ‘She lives iu the tlesh, 
and is at freedom from earthly restraint, if she 
wore as inueh alive in faith, and as fiee tiom the 
bonds of Satan.’ 

‘The Lord protect us!’ said Jeanie. ‘(‘an 
the unhap])y bairn hao left jou foi I hat vill.iin 
‘It is ow'or tiuly spoken,’ said Deans. ‘She 
lias left her auld father, that has wept and 
prayed for her — She lias lefl, her sister, that 
travailed and toiled for her like a mother — She 
has left the bones of her mother, and the land 
of her people, and she is mver the rnaieh wi’ that 
son of Belial— She Ini'S made a moonlight Hitting 
of it.* He paused, for a feeling hetwdxt sorrow 
and strong resentment choked his utleranec*. 

‘And wi’ that man— that fearfu’ man'^’ said 
Jeanie. ‘And she has left ns to gang alF wi’ 
him 1 — 0 Effie, Effie, Avha could liac thought it, 
after sic a deliverauco as you had been gifted 
wi’r 

‘ S]je WTnt out from us, my bairn, bceauso she 
was not of us, ’ replied David. ‘ Sli e is a withered 
branch will never bear fiadt of grace — a scapegoat 
gone forth into the wilderness of the world, to 
carry wi* her, as I trust, the sins of our little 
congregation. The peace' of the wajrld ming wi’ 
her, and n better peace when she haa the grace 


to turn to it 1 If she is of His elected, liis ain 
hour will come. What would her mother have 
said, that famous and memorable inatron, 
I{ibecca,Mac*Naught, whose memory is like a 
flower of sweet Savour in Nowbattle, and a pot 
of franki license in Lngtoii ? But bo it sao — let 
her jwiit - let her gang her gate — let her bite on 
her din bridle.— The Lord kens bis time. — Sho 
was the bail’ll of ]>iayers, and may not prove an 
litter castaway. But never, Jeanie, never more 
1( 1 her name be sjxiken betw'ecn you and me, — 
She bdth jiassed lioni ns like tlio biook which 
vaiiishcth when the summer waxeth warm, as 
jiatienl Job sailli let lier jiass, and be forgotten.' 

Theio was a nicl.indioly jiaiiso W'liieh followed 
these expressions. Jeamc would fain have asked 
moie ciieiiinstanees rel.iting to lur sister’s dc- 
]»ariurc. but the tone of liei fatlur’s prohibitiou 
was positive. vSlio was about to uientioii her 
interiiew with Stainit<ui at hi-, fatliers rectory ; 
but, on hastily luPning over the particulars iu 
her iriemoiy, she thought that, on flic whole, 
they weic more likidy to aggrai.ite than diminish 
his dhsticss of iiiiiid. She turned, flierefore, the 
diseouise from this pain/iil subject, lesolving to 
sus]>etid fiirllier inquiiy until she should see 
Butler, fioin whom she cxju’cted to learn the 
partieulais of her sister’s elo]K'meut. 

ButwJieuwasslieto see Butler^ w'asa question 
she could not flubear asking herself, esjieeially 
while her iinher, ns if eager to escape from the 
subject of bis youngest daughter, pointed to the 
opjKisik* vshoro of Dunibartoiisliiic, and, asking 
Jeanie ‘ifit wereiui a }>leasant abode?’ declarea 
to her liis intent ion of removing liis earthly 
tabeiiiaelc to 11i.it eountry, ‘in r(‘spe<*i he w^as 
solicited by bis Giace the Duke of Aigyle, as 
one well skilled in count ly labour, and a’ that 
.npperlained to flocks and heids, to superintend 
a storc-lann, whilk his Giaeo had tacn into his 
ain hand for the iinju’ovemenl of stock.* 

Jeaiiic’s heart sank within her at this declara- 
tion. ‘ She allowed it w’as a goodly and pleasant 
land, and sloped bonnily to the western sun; 
and .she d»mbtediia that tlie ]>asture might bo 
very glide, for the gi’ass looked green, for as 
dioiithy as the w'cather liad been. But it was 
far frac lianic, ainl she though! she w.’id he often 
thinking on the b(Uiiiio sjkiIs (jf tuif, sao fu’ of 
gowans ami yellow kiug-cui»s, amaiig the Crags 
at Saint Ijeonaid’s.’ 

‘ Dinria sjieak oii't, Jeanie,’ Stiid her father; 
‘I wish never to In. a it named mair — that is, 
after tlio rouping is ower, and the bills paid. 
But I brought a’ the ficasls ow’cvby that I 
111 ought yc wad like best. Tberc is Gowans, 
and there's your ain broekit cow% and the wee 
liawkit aue, that ye ea’d — I needna toll ye how 
yo ea’d it — but 1 oouldna bid them sell the 
jielted ereaturo, though the sight o* it may 
sometimes gie us a sair heart — it’s no the poor 
dunib creature’s fault — And ane or tw'a beasts 
in.air I Ino reserved, and I caused them to be 
driven before the other beasts, that men might 
say, os when the son of Jesse returned front 
battle, “ This is David’s spoil.” ’ 

Upon more jiarticiilar inquiry, Jeanie found 
new occasion to admire the active beneficence of 
her friend tho Duke of Argyle. While establish- 
ing a sott of experimental farm on tho skirts of 
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U)i tttmsiue Sigliland pstatos, be bad hem 
06 nievhat at a Joss to find a proper person in 
vhotn to vest the char^ of it. The conversation 
his Grace had upon country matters with Jeanie 
Deans during their return from Ricliiiiond, had 
impressed Jiim with a belief that the father, 
whoso oxjierionce and succebh she so frequently 
quoted, must be exactly the sort of person whom 
he wanted. When the condition annexed to 
EfHe's pardon rendered it highly jirobablc that 
David Deans would choose to change his place 
of residence, this idea again oocuried to the duke 
more strongly, and as ho xvas an enthusiast 
equally in agriculture and in hciicvolenc', he 
imagined he was serving the purposes of both, 
when ho wrote to the gentleman in Edinbui^h 
entrusted witli his affairs, to inquire into the 
character of David Deans, cowfeedor, and so 
forth, at Saint Leonaid’s Prags ; and if he tound 
him such as he had been represented, to engage 
him without delay, and on llie most liberal terms, 
to superintend his fancy-farm iii Dumbarton- 
shire. 

The proposal was made to old David by the 
gentleman so commissioned, on Ihc second day 
after his daughter's pardon had reached Edin- 
burgh. ITis resolution to leave Saint Lconaid’s 
had been already formed; the honour of an 
express invitation from tJie Duke ol iVrgylc to 
superintend a department w here so inueJi skill 
and diligence was required, was in itscl f extremely 
flattering ; and the more so, because honest 
David, who was not without an excellent opinion 
cf his own talents, persuaded himself tTiat, by 
accepting this charge, he would in some sort 
repay the great favour he had received at the 
hands of the Argyle family. The apiiointmcnts, 
inoludiiig the right of sufFieiciit grazing for a 
small stock of liis own, were amply liberal ; and 
David’s keen eye saw lliat the situation was eon- 
vonient for tratKckiiig-to advantage in Highland 
cattle. There was risk of ‘ hcr’ship ’ * fioiu the 
neighbouring mountains, indeed, but the av/ful 
name of the Duke of Argyle would be a great 
security, and a trille of hlaek-mail would, David 
was aware, assure liis safety. 

Still, however, there were two points on 
which he liagcfled. Tlio first was the character 
of the clergyman with whoso worship lie was to 
join ; and on this delicate point he recen ed, as 
wo will presently show the reader, jierfect satis- 
faction. Tlie next obstacle wxis tlie condition 
of his youngest d.iugliter, obliged as she was to 
leave Scotland for so in.iny 3 eais. 

The gentleman of the law sniilod, and said, 

‘ Theio w IS no occasion to interpret thal clause 
very strictly — that if the >oung woman left 
Soptland for a few months, or tven weeks, and 
came to her lather's new residence by sea from 
the western side of E iglaud, nobody w'oiilcl 
know of her arrival, or it least nobody who liad 
cither the right oi ineliiiatiou to give her dis- 
turbanoo. The extensive heiitablo jurisdictions 
of his Grace excluded the intci forcnce of other 
magistrates witli those living on his estates, and 
they who ^er© in immediate dopcudenco on him 

* Her'ship a Scottish word which may be said to be now 
because, fortunately, the practice of ‘plundering 

OV armed force,' which is its meaning, does pot require to 
spoken d, 
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would reoeire orders to give the young wmAh 
DO disturbanoe. Living on the veige of tho 
Highlands, she might indeed bo said to ho out 
of Scotland, that is, beyond the bounds of 
ordinaiy law' and civilisation.' 

Old Deans was not quite satisfied with this 
icasoiiing ; but the elopement of Effio, which 
took plai'c on the third night after her liberation, 
lenderod his residence at Saint Leonard's so 
dctesUble to him, that he closed at once with 
tlie proposal which had been made him, and 
entered with jileasuro into the idea of surprising 
Jeanie, as had been proposed ly the duke, to 
render the cliaiigc of residence more ;)triking to 
her. The duke had ajipriscd Auhibald of these 
eircumstaiiccs, wuth or(l(*rs to act according to 
the instnictions he shouhl receive from Edin- 
burgh. and by which accordingly he was directed 
to bring Jeanit‘ to Rosencath. 

The father and daughter communicated these 
matters to each other, now stopping, now walk- 
ing slowly tow^ards the Lodge, which showed 
itself among the trees, at about half a mile’s 
distance from the little bay in which they had 
landed. 

As they ai>proachcd the house, David Deans 
informed his daughter, with somewhat like a grim 
smile, wdiich was the utmost advance ho ever 
made towards a mirthful cxiircssion of visage 
that Hhoro w'as baith a woishipfiil gentleman, 
and ane reverend gentleman, i*esidiiig therein. 
The w'orshipful gentleman was his honour the 
Ijainl of Knocktarlitic, wrho was bailie of the 
lordship under the Duke of Argyle, ane High- 
land gentleman, tarred wu* the same stm,' 
David doubted, * as moiiy of them, namely, a 
hasty and choleric temper, and a neglect of the 
higher things that belong to salvation, and also 
a gi’ipping unto the things of this world, without 
iiiuekle distinction of property ; but, however, 
ano glide, hospitable gentleman, with whom it 
would be a part of wisdom to livcton a gude 
understanding (for Ilielandmen wxrc hasty, ower 
hasty). As for tlie reverend person of whom ho 
had spokei), he w'as candidate by favour of the ' 
Duke of Argyle (for David w'oiild not for the 
^uli^er&e have called him presen Leo) for the kirk 
of the jiarish in w'hieh tlieir farm was situated, 
and lie was likely to bo highly acceptable unto 
the Christian souls of the parish, who were 
liungeting^or spiritual manna, having been fed 
but ujioii sour Tlieland sowens by Mr. Duncan 
MacDonoiight, th« last minister, who began the 
morning duly, Sunday and Saturday, with a 
mntchkin of usquebaugh. Hut I need say the * 
less about the present la^,’ said David, again 
grimly grimacing, ‘ as I think ye may hoo seen 
him afore ; and here he is eonio to m'bet Ua,’ 

She had indeed seen him before, for it was no 
other than Reuben Butler himself. 


CHAPTER XLIIe 

No more shall thou behold thy sister's fac^ r 
'Jhou host already had her last embrace. 

Elegy on Mrs. Anne Killigrbw, 

This eeco^d surprise had been «Mxi0m{fiiah«d 
ftr Jeanie,I)«aiu bjr the to4 of tlu> hhR« 
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volent enchantQr whose power had transplanted 
her father from the Crags of Saint Leonard's to 
the banks of the Qaro Loch. The Duke of 
Ar^le was not a person to forget tho hereditary 
debt of mtitude w'hich had been bequeathed to 
him by his grandfather, in favour of tlie grand- 
son of old Bible Butler. Ho liad iiiterually 
resolved to provifle for Reuben Butler in this 
kirk of Knocktarlitic, )f wliicli tho iiiciiiribent 
had just departed this life. Accordingly, his 
agent received tho necessary instructions for that 
purpose, under the qualifying condition always, 
that the learning and character of Mr. Butler 
should be found proper for the charge. Upon 
inquiry, these were lound as highly satisfactory 
- as had been reported in the case of David Deans 
himself. 

By tills prcformeiit, tho Duke of Argyle more 
essentially beiiciited his Iriciid and proUijtCj 
Jeanie, tuau ho himself was awaio of, since he 
contributed to remove objections in her father's 
mind to the match, wdiich he had no idea had 
been in existence. 

We have already noticed that Deans had 
something of a prejudice against Butler, wliich 
was, perhaps, in some degi*ee ow'ing to his 
possessing a sort of consciousness that the jioor 
usher looked with eyes of affection upon his 
eldest daughter. This, in David’s eyes, w'as a 
sin of presumption, even although it should not 
be followed by any overt act, or actual pronosal. 
But the lively interest which Butler nacl dis- 
played in his distresses, since .feanie set forth on 
nor London expedition, and which, therefore, he 
ascribed to personal icsiiect for himself in- 
dividually, liad greatly sofieiuHl the feelings of 
irritability with which David had sometimes 
regarded him. And, while he was in this good 
disposition towards Butler, another incident 
took place wliich had groat influence oh tho 
old man’s mind. 

So soon as the shock of Etfie’s second elope- 
ment was over, it was Dcans’s early care to 
collect and refund to the Tjaird of Dunihiedikes 
the money which lie had lent for Etlie’s trial, 
and for *^Jeanie’s travelling expenses. The 
laird, tho pony, tho cocked hat, and tho 
tobacco-pipe, had not been sciui at Saint 
Leonard’s Crags for many a day ; so that, in 
order to pay this debt, David w'as under the 
necessity of repairing in ])erson to the mansion 
of Dumbiedikes. 

He found it in a state of mioxpected bustle. 
There were workmen ]nilling <lown some of the 
old hangings, and rejdaciiig them with others, 
altering, repairing, sciiibbing, painting, and 
whitewashing, ’fliero w'as no knowing the old 
house, whieli had been so long the mansion of 
sloth and silence. The laird liimself seemed in 
some confusion, and his reception, though kind, 
lacked something of the reverential cordiality 
with which ho used to greet David Deans. 
There was a change also, David did not very 
well know of what nature, about the exterior of 
this landed proprietor — an improvcinent in the 
shape of hia garments, a spruceuess in the air 
with which they w^ere put on, that were both 
novelties. Even the old hat looked smarter ; 
the oock had been newly pointed, the laee had 
been ^refreshed, and instead of slouching back- 


ward or forward on the laird’s head, as it 
happened to be thrown on, it was adjusted with 
a knowing inclination over one eye. 

David Ueans opened his business, and told 
down tho cash. Dumbiedikes steadily inclined 
his ear to the one, and counted tho other with 
great accuracy, intenupting David, while he 
was talking of the rcilemptioii of tho captivity 
of.Iudah, to ask him wliether he did not think 
one or two of tlie guineas looked rather light 
When ho was saliblicd on this point, had }>ocketed 
liis money, and hud signed a receipt, lie addressed 
David with some little hesitation, — ‘ Jeanie wad 
be wTiting ye soniething, gudeman ? ' 

‘About the siller?’ reidied David. — ‘Nae 
doubt, she did.’ 

‘ And did she say nao niair about me ? ’ asked 
tho laird. 

‘Nac niair hut kind and (’hristian wishes— 
what suld she hae said { ’ reidiod David, fully 
expecting that the daiid’s long coiirtsliij) (if his 
dangling after Jeanie deserves so active a name) 
was now coming to a point. And so indeed it 
teas, hut not to that point which he wished or 
cxiiectcd. 

‘ Aw'cel, she kens lierain mind best, gudeman. 

I hao made a elenn house o’ ileiiny Balchristio 
and her niece. They wcie a barl pack— steal’d 
meat and maut, and loot the carters magg the 
coals. — I’m to b(* nianied the morn, and kirkit 
on Sunday.’ 

'Whatever David felt, ho was too proud and 
too steqdy -minded to show any unpleasant sur- 
prise in liis counteiianco and manner. 

‘ 1 wuss yo hai>])y, sir, lliroiigh Him that gios 
hapjdness -marriage is an honourable state.’ 

‘ And I am wedding into an honourable house, 
David — tho Laird of Lickpelfs youngest daughter 
— she sits next us in tho kirk, and that’s the 
way I came to think on’t.’ 

There was no more to bo said, hut again to 
wish tho laird joy, to taste a eup of liisliquor, 
and to walk back again to Saint Leonard’s, 
musing on the mutahility of human affairs and 
liuiuan resolutions. The ex])ectatiou that one 
day or other Jeanie would he Lady Dumbiedikes, 
had, in spite of liimscJf, kept a more absolute 
possession of David’s mind than lie hinnself was 
aware of. At least, it had hitherto seemed a 
union at all times wdthin his daughter’s reach, 
wlienever she miglit choose to give her silent 
lover any degree of encouragement, and now it 
was vanished for ever. David returned, therc- 
fon», in no very gracious humour for so good a 
man. lie was aug^ with Jeanie for not having 
encouraged the laird— he was angry with the 
laird for requiring encouragement— and he was 
angry with himself for being angry at all on the 
occasion. 

On his return he found the gentleman who 
managed the Duke of Argyle’s affairs was desirous 
of seeing him, with a view to completing the 
arrangement between them. Thus, after a brief 
repose, ho was obliged to sot off anew for Edin- 
burgh, BO that old May Hettly declared, ‘ Tliat 
a’ this was to end with the master just walking 
himself aff his feet.' 

When the business respecting the farm had 
been talked over and arranged, the professional 
gentleman acquainted Davul Deans, in answer 
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to his inquhlo-. llio -slutc of piiblio 

worship, that it was tho i)UMsurt* of llic duke to 
put au oxcolleiit young clergyman, called Reuben 
Dutler, into tlio luribli, which was to be his 
future residence. 

‘Reuben IJiitIcr! ’ ev'claimed David —‘Reuhcii 
Butler, the iislier at I<il>ortoii ?’ 

*TJio very same,’ said the dnke’s commis- 
sioner ; * his firacc has heard au excellent eha- 
racterof him, and has some hereditary obligations 
to him besides— few miuist(‘is will be so eomlbrt- 
ablo as I am direchsl to imike Mi. I hitler.’ 

‘ Obligations ? —Thu Duke? Obligations to 
Reuben Ihitlcr — Reuben Ihitler a ])ldc<‘(l minister 
of the Kirk of Scotland evlaimed David, in 
interniinalile astonishmeiil, for somehow he had 
been led, liy the bad snceess whieli 1 hitler liad 
hitherto met with in all liis undertakings, t ' eon 
aider him Hs one oi those step-sons ul K ndune, 
whom she treats with uneeasiug ligour, ainl ends 
with disinheriting altogellur. 

Tlxero is, i)eilia])S, no time at which w<‘ are 
disposed to think so liighU of a friend, as when 
we find him standing higher than we e\p(eted 
in the esteem of otheis. Wlien assuied of tlie 
i-eality of Jhitler’h change of pros|H*cts, |>a\id 
expressed his great satidaetioii at his sueecss in 
life, which, ho observorl, wms entirely owing to 
himself (David). ‘I ad\ised his jniir giand- 
mother, wdio w'as but a silly woluaii, to bleed 
him up to the minisliy ; ami I ju’ojdiesied that, 
with a blessing on his eiidiMvoiirs, he would 
become a ])olisbed shaft in the temple. Tie may 
bo something ow'or proud o’ his eaiii il learning, 
but a glide lad, and lias the roof of (he rnafter 
— as ministers gang iiow% when* je’ll find anc 
better, ye'll find ten waiir, tli.iii Reuben Ihilhr.’ 

lie took leave of the man of busnie‘^s, and 
walked homeward, foigettiiig his wenimss in 
the various s)>eculatioiis to wlikli this wonderful 
piece of iutelligeiiee gav'c rise. II<uiesi Divid 
had now, like other great men, to go to woik to 
reconcile his sjietukitive juimiides with existing 
circumstanees ; and, like other gieil men, when 
they set seriously about that task, lie was 
tolerably siieeossful. 

Ought Reulieu ihithr in eoiiscienee to accept 
of this ])rcfermeijt in tin Kirk of S( r)llaiid, sub- 
ject as David at present IbongliL that <stii)lisli- 
nieut was to the Krastiaii eiierfiaclnnents of (be 
civil power ^ Thi-. was Ibe leading (pn sli(m, and 
ho considered it (aiefiilly. Tin Kiik of Scot- 
land was ihorii of lU bo.oiis, and de]>H\(d of 
its full artillery and banners of autbority ; but 
still it contained /(‘alousand frindifying ]»nsfi>rs, 
attentive eongiegations, and, with all lior spots 
and blemishes, the lik* of this K.’rk was nowhere 
else to bo seen upon (aifli.’ 

David’s doubts lind hr on foo njany and too 
critical to permit him ever UMe<jui\’oeallv to 
unite himself witli any of the dissentera, who 
Upon various aeeounls absolutely .seeeded from 
the national clmnb. lie bad (dleu joined in 
communion with Midi of the rstalilisbed clergy 
as approached nefirest to Ibe old fTe-byterian 
model and jiriuciples of 111 10. Ami altliongli 
there wore many things to bo amended in that 

S utem, yet ho remembered that hf, I)avid 
eaus, had himself over been an humble ^deader 
for the good old cause in a legal way, but without 


rushing into right-hand excesses, divisions, and 
fcoparntious. But, as an enemy to separation, he 
might join the right hand of fellow'ship wdth a 
minister of the Kirk of 8eotlaud in its present 
model. Koubeii Butler might take posses- 

sion fif tlio parisli of Knocktarliiic, without 
ioiliiling his friendship or favour — Q.E,1X 
But, scctmcllv, came ilie ti'fina jioiiit of lay- 
]»atronagc, wbieh David Deans iiad ever main- 
tained to be a (‘oming in b;y the window and 
over the wall, a cheating and ^larving the souls 
of a whole parish, lor the jiurpose of clothing the 
back and filling the belly of the iueiiinbent. 

'riiis juesentation, therefore, from the Duke 
of Argyle, whati'v^er was the worth and high 
character of Ih.if nobleman, was a liinh of the 
bi.i/en image, a poition of the evil thing, and 
v\ith no kind of lonsistemy eoiild David bend 
bis mind to favour such a transactiou. But if 
the ])arisliiom'rs tbeinselves joined in a general 
call lo Ihniben Ihitler to be then* pastor, it did 
not seem (pntt‘ so evident that the existence of 
j this unbi])py pusentatioii was a leason for his 
refusing IIkuii the coinfoits of his doctrine. If 
the j>i(‘sbyteiy admitted him to the kirk, in 
virtm* lather of that act of patronage than of 
the general call of the eongiegation, tliat might 
))e their eiror, ami David allowed it was a heavy 
one. I»ui if lieuben Butler aeeepted of the cure 
as tendered to him by those whom lie was called 
to teaeb, and who had cxpicssed themselves 
desirous to learn, David, after considering and 
lecoiisidcring the matter, came, through the 
great vnluc of Ji , to be of opinion thathomigjit 
safely so act in tbnt inatfei. 

Tlierc leniained a thud stumbling-bloek — the 
oath-, to government exacted from the established 
e]f‘igymen, in vvliich tiny aeknovvledgo an Kras- 
tian king and parliament, and homologate the 
ineoipoiatiiig union between England and Scot- 
land, through which the latter kingdom had 
become part and portion of the loriwer, wherein 
Tivlacy, llu* sifier of roi)ery, had made fast her 
thioiie, and elevated the Jioins of hei mitre. 
These vveic svinj)toins of defection Yliich had 
often made David eiy out, ‘ bowels— my 

bowels ’ — I am pained at the very lieart ! ’ And 
be icmembi‘icd that a godly Bow'-head matron 
Jiad Ijcen eaiTied ouf of tlie Tolbootli church in 
a swoon, beyond the ro.ieb of brandy and burnt 
feathers, niendy on heai’ing these fearful words, 
‘It is enacted by the Lords spinfiial and tem- 
])oial,’ ])ronouncd>l from a Scottish ]mlpit, in the 
|uoem to the rovteoiis rroelainatioii. These 
oaths were, therefore, a deej) eoin])lianee and 
diie aliomination — a sin and a snare, and a 
, danger and a defection. But tlu^ shibboleth 
was not always exacted. Ministers had respect 
to their own tender consciences, and those of 
their brethren ; and it was not till a later period 
that the reins of diseijiline were taken uj) tight 
by the general a.sseinbUes and jircssbytories. The 
peaee-iiinking 2 >articlo enme again to David’s 
assistance, /f an iiicmnl icn t was not called upon 
to make sueli eomplianccs, and if ho got u right 
entry into tlie church without intrusion, and by 
orflorly appointment, vliy, upon the whole, 
David Deans came to be of ojnnion that the 
said incumbent might lawfully eiyoy the spiritu- 
ality and temporality of the cure of souk at 
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Knocktarlitio, wiili Btipciid, manso, glebe, and 
all ihciounto apjiertaiiiin^. 

Tho best ami luost upright-minded luon are so 
strongly inlluenced by existing circumstances, 
that it would bo somewhat crueJ to imiuire too 
jiearly ■what weiglit parental affection gave to 
these ingenious trains of reasoning. Let DaWd 
Dcans’s situation bo considered . He was just 
deprived of one d ghler, and Ids eldest, to 
■whom ho owed so much, was cut olf, by tho 
midden resolution of Dumbiedikes, from the 
high bopo which David had entertained, that 
sho might one day bo mistress of that fair 
lordship. Just while this disappointment was 
bearing heavy on his sj)irits, Butler comes before 
liis imagination — no longer the half-starved, 
threadbare usher, but fat and sleek and fair, 
the benefieed minister of Kiiocklarlitio, beloved 
by Ids congregation -extnii])lary in Ids life — 

I iowerful in Jus doetrinc — doing tlie duty of the 
:irk as never Highland minister did before — 
turning sinners as a collie dog turns sheep — a 
favourite of tho Duke of Argyle, and drawing 
a stipend of oiglit liundrcd ])unds Scots, and 
four elialdcrs of vietuaL Ilcrc was a match, 
making np in David’s mind, in a tenfold degree, 
the (lisa])pointment in the ease of Dumbiedikes, 
ill so far us the gorwlman of Saint Leonard's held 
a powerful minister in mueh greater admiration 
than a mere landed ])roprictor. It did not 
occur to him, as an additional reason in favour 
of tlie match, thnt Jeaido might herself have 
some elioiee in tlie matter ; for the idea of 
consulting Ik r fe(‘ling.s m‘vcr once entered into 
tho honest num’s Ik ad, any more than tlie 
jK)ssi])ility lliai Ikm' inclination might perhaps 
differ from his own. 

The result of lus meditations was, that ho 
was called iipr)ii to take the management of the 
whole affair into Ids own barnl, and give, if it 
should be foiiml possible without sinful coiu- 
pliauce, baeksUding, or defeetion of any kind, 
a wwthy i)astor to the kirk of Knocktarlitie. 
Accordingly, by the intervention of the honest 
dealer in butter-milk wdio dwelt in Libcrlon, 
David snnimoiK’d to bis presence Reuben Butler. 
Even from this w^ndliy messenger be was unable 
to conceal eerlaiii sw'elling emotions of dignity, 
insomneb that, wdieii the carter bad communi- 
cated lus message to the usher, he added, that 
‘Certainly the gademan of Saint Leonard’s had 
some grand news to lell him, for he wa,'’ as 
uplifted as a middeii-eoek iiiion pattens.’ 

Butler, it may readily be conceived, immedi- 
ately obeyed the summons. ITc w^as a plain 
character, in which worth and good souse and 
simplicity were the ]irincipal ingredients ; but 
love, on this o(‘easioii, gave him a certain degree 
of address. He had received an intimation of 
tho favour dcsipied liini by the Duke of Argyle, 
with what feelings those only can conceive who 
have experiences a sudden prospect of being 
raised to independonee and respect from penury 
and toil. lie n'solved, however, that tlie old 
mai]^ should retain all the cousoquonce of being, 
in his own opinion, the first to communicate the 
important intelligcnco. At the same time, he 
also determined that in the expected conference 
he would ^lerniit David Doans to expatiate at 
length upon the proposal, in all its bearings, 


without irritating him eitlicr by inb‘rmption or 
coiitradiclion. This last wns the hkj^I nnidi'ut 
]»lan he could have adopted ; because, allln ngii 
Ihcro w'cro many doubts which David Dcuns 
c()uld himself dear np to his ow'ii salisfadion, 
yet ho might have been by no means disposed 
1(» a(*cc]»t llic solution of any oilier person ; 
and to engage him in an argument ■W’ould have 
bcou certain to confirm him at once and for 
ever in the ojiiiiiou which Butler cliaiiced to 
imjmgn. 

lie received bis friend willi an appearance of 
important gravity, which real misfortune bad 
long (‘om]>clled him to Jay aside, and which 
belonged to tho.se day.s ol awi'ul aulliority in 
which ho ])reflominai(‘d (ucr AVidow Butler, and 
dictated the mode of cnllivatiiig the crofts of 
Beersheba. He made known to Keuben, with 
great prolixity, the pro.spect of his changing ld.s 
]»resent rcsidoiu'c for the (‘haigc of the Duke of 
Argylc’s st«)ck-tarm iii Diimbartonsliiie, and 
emimeratecl the vaiioiis ad^^anlagcs of the situa- 
tion with obvious self-congratulation; but 
a.ssuTed tlie patient hearer, tlial nothing had 
so much moved Jiim to occe])tanee, n.s the sense 
that, by liiy skill in bestial, lie could reinler 
the most important sciwiccs to his (Iraco the 
Duke of Argyle, to whom, ‘in the kite unhajipy 
circumstance' (here a tour dimmed the snarklo 
of pride in the old man\s eyc\ ‘Im liad been 
sae miickle obliged.’ 

‘To put a rude IlielaiKlman iiilo sic a charge,* 
he continued, ‘wdiat couhl be exjieetcd but that 
he suld be sic a ehiefest herdsman a.s wicked 
Doeg the Edomite? wlicrcas, while Ibis giov 
head is to the fore, not a cliite o’ them but sail 
be a.s w’cel cared for as if they wMjro ilio failed 
kineof Tharaoh.- And now, Reuben, lad, seeing 
W'o maun remove our tent to a strange country, 
yo will be ca.sting a d(»lefu’ look alter us, and 
thinking W’ith wboiii ye arc to bold counsel 
aneiit your govcriniicnt in tbae slippery and 
baeksUding times ; and nao doubt reniemliering 
that the auld man, David Deans, w'as made tbo 
instrument to bring you out of the mire of 
.schism and heresy, wherein your father’s hou.so 
delighted to wailow ; aften also, nao donlit, 
when ye are pressed wi’ ensnaring trials and 
teiitations and Jieart-jilagiies, you, lliat are like 
a recruit that is maii'liing for Ukj lir.st time to 
the took of drum, w'ill ini.ss llic auld, bauld, 
and experienced veteran soldier that has felt 
the bnnit of mony a foul day, ami heard tho 
bullets w'histlc as aften as be has hairs left on 
his auld pow'.’ 

It is very possible that Butler might internally 
be of opinion that the reflection on his ancestor’s 

} )eculiar tenets might have been spared, or that 
le might be presumptuous enough even to think 
that, at his ycar-s, and with his ow'ii lights, ho 
might be able to bold bis course without tho 
pilotage of lioncst David. But lie only rejilied 
by expressing liis regret that aiiylbiiig should 
Be]mrato him from an ancient, tried, and affec- 
tionate friend. 

‘ But how can it bo helped, man ? ’ said David, 
twisting his features into asorl of smile. — ‘ How 
oan w© help it ? — I trow, ye canna tell me that. 
Ye maun leave that to itlicr folk — to the Duke 
of Argyle and me, Reuben, It*s a glide thing 
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to hae friends in this warld - ]io\\ inuokle better 
to Lae an interest beyond it ! ' 

And David, wlioso jdeiy, tliougli nut ahvays 
quite rational, was as sinecrc as it was liabitual 
and fervent, looked reverentially upward and 
paused. Mr. ILitlor intimated the pleasure with 
■wliieh he uould receive his fneTur.s adviee on a 
subject so iinj)ortant, and David resumed. 

‘ What think ye now, Reuben, of a kirk- a 
regular kirk under the i)resent establislmicnt f - 
Were sic offered to ye, wad ye b (3 free to ae(‘(*pt 
it, and under w^hilk ]>ro visions if- I am speaking 
but by way of oiiery.’ 

Butler replied, ‘That if sueh a jwosjicet were 
held out to liiiii, he woiihl ]>robal)ly lirst consult 
whether he was likely to l»o useful to the parisli 
he should bo called to ; and if there app<‘ared a 
fair prospect of his jiroving so, his friend nio'^t 
1)0 aware that in every other point of view it 
would be highly advantageous for liiin.’ 

‘Right, Reuben, \ery right, lad,' answered 
the monitor, ‘your ain eoiiscieneo is the first 
thing to ])e satisfied— for how sail lie teach 
others that has himseT sac ill learned the Seiip- 
turca, as to grip for the lucie of foul earthly 
preferment, sie as gear and manse, money anil 
victual, that Avhieh is not his in a spiritual sense 
— or wha makes his kirk a stalking-liorse, from 
behind which he may tak aim at his .stiiamd ’ 
But I look for better things of you -and specially 
ye maun bo minded not to act altogether on 
your ain judgment, for thercihrougli comes sair 
mistakes, baekslidings, and defections, on the 
left and on the right. If there W’cio sic a day 
of trial put to you, Reuben, you, who arc a 
young lad, although it may bo ye are gifted wi’ 
the carnal tongues, aii<l those w bilk were spoken 
at Rome, whilk is now the seat of the scarlet 
abomination, and by the (ireeks, to whom the 
gospel was as f »olisbne.ss, yet iiac the- less ye 
may lie entreated by your w’eel-wisher to take 
the counsel of those prudent and n'sohed and 
weather- withstanding professors, wha liao ken’d 
what it was to lurk on ])anks and in mosses, in bogs 
and in caverns, and to risk the peril of the head 
rather than renounce the honesty of the heart.’ 

Butler replied, ‘That certainly, ])ossessmg 
such a friend as he hoperl and trusted he had 
in the gooilinan himself, who had .seen so many 
changes in the preceding eontury, he sliould bo 
ma'di to blame if lie did not avail himself of his 
expericncf) and friendly coiinsc].’ 

‘Eneueh said— eiieuch said, Reuben,’ said 
David Deans, w ith internal exultation ; ‘ and 
say that ye wore in the predicament wdiercof I 
liae spoken, of a Rurely I wmiild deem it my 
duty to gang to the root o’ the matter, and lay 
bare to you the ulcers and i]n})osthunies, ana 
the sores and the leprcsiis, of this our time, 
crying aloud anil sp-irinc not.’ 

David Deans was now- in liis element, lie 
commenced his examination of the doctrines 
and belief of the Christian riiurch with the 
very Culdoes, fiom whom ho ]»assed to John 
Knox,— from John Knox fo the reiu-iants in 
James the Sixth’s time — Bruce, Black, Blair, 
Livingstone, — from them to the brief, and at 
length triumphant period of the Tresbyterian 
Church’s splendour, until it was overrun by 
thd English Independents. Then followed the 


' dismal times of Prelacy, the indulgences, seven 
in number, with all their shades and bearing, 
until he arrived at the reign of King James the 
Second, in which he himself had been, in his 
own mind, neither an obscure actor nor an 
obscure sutiercr. Then was Butler doomed to 
hear the most detailed and annotated edition 
of what ho had so often hcaid before, — David 
Dcaiis’s confinement, namely, in the iron cage in 
the Canongate Tolbooth, and the cause thereof. 

We should bo very unjust to our friend David 
Deans, if w'o should ‘ pretennit ’ — to use his own 
expression— a narrative which he held essential 
to his fame. A drunken trooper of the Royal 
(Juards, Francis Gordon by name, had chased 
live or .six of the skulking Whigs, among whom 
was our friend David ; and after he had compelled 
them to stand, and was in the act of brawling 
with them, one of their number fired a pocket- 
])istol, and shot him dead. David used to sneer 
and shako his head when any one asked him 
whether /le had been the instrument of removing 
this wdeked persecutor from the face of the earth. 
In fact, the merit of the deed lay between him 
and his friend Palriek Walker, the jiedlar, whose 
works lie w^as so fond of ijuoting. hTcithcr of them 
eared diroetly to claim tlieineiit of silencing Mr. 
Francis Gordon of the Life-Guards, there being 
some wdld cousins of liis almiit Edinburgh, who 
might liave been even yet addicted to revenge, 
but yet neither of them chose to disown or yield 
to the other the merit of this active defence of 
their religious rights. David said that, if he had 
fired a ])istol then, it w^as what he never did after 
or l)cfoio. And as for Mr. Patrick Walker, he 
has left it u|>on record, that his great surprise 
was, that so small a })istol could kill so big a man. 
These are the words of that venerable biographer, 
whose trade had not taught him by experience 
that an inch wa.s as good as an ell ; ‘ lie’ (Francis 
Gordon) ‘got a shot iii his head out of a pocket- 
pistol, rather fit for diverting a boy tluyn killing 
.ouch a furious, mad, brisk man, which notwith- 
standing killed him dead ! ’ * 

Upon the extensive foundjlioii which the 
hi:»tory of the kirk alforded, during its short- 
lived triumph and long tribulation, David, with 
length of breath and of nanutiv© which would 
have astounded any one but a lover of his 
daughter, yiroceeded to lay down his own rules for 
guiding the conscience of his friend, as an aspirant 
to servo in the ministry. Upon this subject, the 
good man w'cnt tlirough such a variety of nice 
and casuistical problems, supposed so many ex- 
treme cases, made the distinctions so critical and 
nice betwixt the right hand and the left hand — 
betwixt compliance and defection— holding back 
and stopping aside — slipping and stumbling — 
snares and errors — that at length, after ha^ng 
limited the path of truth to a mathematical line, 
he was brought to the broad admission, that each 
man’s conscience, after lie had gained a certain 
view of the difficult navigation which he was to 
encounter, W’ould be the best guide for his pilot- 
age. lie stated the examples and argument's for 
and against the acce]>taneo of a kirk on the 
present revolution model, with much more im- 
partiality to Butler than he had boon able to 
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place them before his own view. And he con- 
cluded that his young friend ought to think 
upen these things, and he guided by the voice of 
hU own conscience, whotJior he could take such 
an awful tnist as the chaige of souls without 
doing injury to his own internal conviction of 
what is right or wrong. 

When David had finished his very long 
harangue, which was aily intcruipted by inono- 
syllabYes, or little inoie, on the part ol Butler, 
the orator himself w as greatly astonished to find 
that the conclusion, at which he very natuially 
wished to arrive, seemed mnch less decisively 
attained than when lie had argued the case in 
his own mind. 

In this particular, David’s current of thinking 
and speaking only illustrated the very im])ortant 
and general jiro position ooneorning the excel- 
lence of the publicity of debate. For, under the 
infiuonce of any partial feeling, it is certain that 
inosst men can more easily reconcile themselves to 
any favourite measure, when agitating it in their 
own mind, tlian when obliged to expose its meiits 
to a third iiarty, when the necessity of seeming 
impartial ])rocures for the o])posito arguments a 
much more fair statement than that wliieh lie 
atfords it in tacit meditation. Having tiiiished 
what lu‘ had to .say, David thought hiniielf 
obliged to he more explicit in jioiiil of fact, and 
to explain that this was no hy])othetieal ease, hut 
one on wliieli (by his own ihmienco and that of 
the Duke of Argyle) lleuhen Butler would soon 
be called to decide. 

It was even with something like apprehension 
that David Deans heard Butler aimoiincc, in 
return to this oonnnimicatioTi, that he w'oiild take 
that night to consider on what he had said with 
such kind intentions, and return him an answer 
the next morning. Tlie feelings of tlic father 
mastered David on this occasion. He *]»rcssed 
Butler to spend the evening w'ilh him.— He juo- 
duced, must unusual at his meals, one, nay, two 
bottles of aged strong ale. — Ho spoke of his 
daughter — of her moiiks — her housewifery— her 
thrift — her atrectioii. lie led But ler so dfcidedly 
up to a declaration of his feelings tow'ards Jer.iiie, 
that, before nightfall, it. was distinctly under- 
stood she was to ho the bride of Reuh'ii Butler ; 
and if they thought it indelicate to abridge the 
period of deliberation which Ktmhen liad stijai 
latod, it seemed to be suflieiently understood 
betwixt them, that there was a strong prohshility 
of his becoming minister of Hnoektarlitic, provid- 
ing the congregation were as willing to accejit of 
him, as the duke to grant him the presentation. 
The matter of the oaths, they agiecd, it was time 
enough to dispute about, whenever the shibboleth 
should bo tendered. 

Many arrangements w’erc mloptod that evening, 
which W'ore afterw’-ards ripened vy correspond once 
with the Duke of Argyle’s man oi biusincss, who 
entrusted Deans and Butler with the benevolent 
wish of his ])rineipal, that they should all meet 
with Jeanie, on her rotuni from England, at the 
duke’s hunting-lodge in Boseneath. 

This retrospect, so far as the jilacid loves of 
Jeanie Deans and Reuben Butler arc concerned, 
forms a full explanation of the procoding narrative 
up to their meeting on tlie island, as already 
'xncQtioned. 


CHAPTER XLIIL 

* I come,’ he said, * my love, my life, 

And nature's dearest name — my wife: 

'Ihy father’s house and friends resign, ^ 

My home, my friends, my sire, are thine.' 

Logan. 

Till' meeliiig of Jeanie niid Butler, under cir- 
ciinistaiues ]tioiiiising to crown an allbction so 
longdclajcd, was laihci aflet ting Iroin its simple 
sincerity than tioni its uiuoiniuon \chcmenee of 
Jeeliiig. David Deans, whose piat'tiee was sonic 
times a little ditleicnt lioin liis tlieoiy, ajipalled 
them at Jirst, by giving them the opinion of 
.sundry of the snlleiing ])i('aehers and cliaiiijnons 
of Jiis younger day*^, that inaiTiage, though lion- 
onrahle hv the laws of Seii]>tuie, was ytt a state 
o\ei -rashly coveted by jirofcssois, and specially 
h}' >oung ministeis, whose desire, he said, was at 
whiles loo inoidinate for kirks, &tii»ends, and 
wives, which had lietpiently occasioned over- 
ready eoin]»lianec with the general deieetioiis of 
the times. He i ndi avouied to make tlieni aw arc, 
also, that hasty wedlock had been the bane of 
many a savoury piofessor — that the unbelieving 
wife had too often K'veised tlie text, and per- 
veited tlie believing linshaiid- that wlien llio 
lamoiis Donald (\iigill, being then hiding in 
Lee- Wood, in Lanaiksliiie, it being killing- time, 
did, upon i in poll unity, mairy Robert Marshal 
of Starry Shaw, ho had thus exjuesacd him- 
self : ‘ What hath indiued Roheit to inairy this 
woman f her ill will oveieome his good — ho will 
not keej) the way long his thriving days aie 
done.’ To the sad aeiamiplishinent of whieli 
])ropheey David said he was himself a living 
witiKs*-, for Rolieit Marshal, having fallen into 
foul eomplianees with the enemy, went home and 
lieaid the cm ales, declined into olhei steps of 
deleeiioii, and became lightly esteemed. Indeed, 
he observed, that the gieat upholdeis of the stan- 
dard, Cargill, J’cden, C’anieron, and Henwick, had 
h*ss (lelight in tying the bonds of matrimony than 
in any othei j»ieee of their ministeiial work ; and 
all hough they would neither ilKMiade the paitics, 
nor leliise Ihi ir ollii e, tliey eoiisideied tlio being 
called to it as an ( vnlenee of indifieKmee, on tlio 
part of those helweeii whom it was solemnized, to 
the many gn'ev'ons things of the day. Koiwith- 
st finding, how ev er, that marriage was a snare unto 
many, David was of opinion (as, indeed, ho had 
sliowed in his jiraetiee) that it was in itself 
hoiiourahle, esjiceially if times w'cre such that 
honest men could he s»*euio against being shot, 
hanged, or banished, and had ane eompetent 
liv ehhood to maintam theniselx es, and those that 
might come after them. * And, theiefoic,’ as he 
(oiielnded something ahruplly, addressing Jeanie 
and Butler, who, with faces as high-coloured as 
erimsoii, had been listening to his lengthened 
argument for and against the holy state of matri- 
mony, * T will leave you to your ain cracks.* 

A s their private e< in versation , liovvever interest- 
ing to themselves, might probably he vei'v little 
.so to the reader, so far as it resjicctcd their 
]>resent feelings and future ])rospcct8, we shall 
pass it over, and only mention the information 
which Jeanie rofeeived frc'm Butler concerning 
l^cr sister’s elopement, which contaimid many 
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particulars that sho had boaii unaMo to extract 
Irom her fatlior. 

Jeunio loariiod, thei’ofoie, that for three days 
after her ])ardori ha<l aiiiM'd, ISIKe had been the 
itimato of her fatber's house at Saint Leonard’s 
— that llic inh'i views betwixt ])avid and his 
errin'^ (liild, 'vvhieli h.id taken plaee t)cforo she 
was iibiiated Jiom ]nisoii, had been touehin^ in 
llie evtremi' ; but Ihitler toiild not sui)])ress his 
oj)iiiioji that, when lie was freed from the appre- 
lu'iision of losin*^ her in a nianiKM' so horjible, her 
father had tightened the bands of <iiseipline, so 
as, in son)e dcgieo, to gall the letdiiigs, and 
aggravate tlie iiiil.ibility oi a sjiirit naturally 
impatient and jietiihnit, and now doubly so from 
the sense of nierited disgr.iee. 

On the third night, Mllie disajipeaied from 
Saint Leonard’s, leaving no intimation whatever 
of the route she li^ul t.jk< u. Ihitler, however, set 
out in pursuit of hei, and Avith iniieli trouble 
traced her towards a little lainling-idace, formed 
by a small brook wbieli enteis tlie sea betwixt 
Musselburgh and Edinburgh. Tliis plaee, Avhieh 
h/is been siiieo niadt* into a small harlrour, sur- 
i-oundcd by many \ ilhis and lodging-houses, is 
now termed Voitobello. At this time it Avas 
surrounded by a Avaste eoininon, coA’ered Avith 
fiiive, and iinlVeouentisl, save by fisliing-boats, 
and now and then a smuggling lugger. A 
vessel of this description had been hovering in 
the firth at the time of Kftie’s elojrenicut, and, 
as Ihitler ascertained, a boat had eoiiio ashore 
in the evoiiing on Avliich the fugitive had dis- 
appeared, and had carried on board a female. 
As the ATssel made sail immediately, and landed 
no j>art of llicii cargo, there seemed little doubt 
that they AAcro aocompliecs of tire notorious 
llobortson, and that the vessel had only eome 
into the lirlh to cany otf his paramour. 

This Avas made clear by a letter Avhich llutler 
himself soon aftei'AAWls rer-eived by post, signed 
E. D., hilt Avithout bearing any date of plaee or 
time. It Avas miserably ill Avritteii and spelt ; 
sea-sickness having apparently aided the de- 
rangonient t»f Effie’s A'ery irregular orthograi»hy 
and inode of ex[»reN,si{)n. In lids etiistlo, how- 
ever, as in all tliat unfortunate gir'l said or did, 
there Avas soiiiothirig to jiraise as well as to 
blame. She said in lior letter, ‘That she could 
not endure that her father and her sister shmdd 
go lido banishment, or bo jraitakerj of her shame, 
— that if her biinlen av.is a heavy one, it AVtis 
of her own binding, and she had the more, 
right to ]>rar iL alone,-— tint in future tiny* 
could not bo a eoniioil to licr, or she to them, 
since CA’cry look and Avord of her father jmt her 
in mind of her tiau'.gies-ion, and was like to 
drive her mad, —that she had neaily lost her 
jadgmcnl during the t hicc dsys she Avas at Saint 
Leonard’s— her father me.aii aaccI liy her, and 
all men, but be did not know the dieadfiil iiain 
he gave her in casting up hci sins. If rleanie 
had been at haine, it might hae dune better — 
Jeanio A^as nnc, like the angels in heaven, that 
rather weep for sinners, than reckon their trans- 
gressions, Blit she should never see Jcaiiie ony 
ttwlir, and that was the thought tliat gave hn 
the sairosi hoarl of a’ that liad come and gaiie 
vat. On h(*i’ bended knees AA’Ould she jiray for 
' faanie night and day, baith foi* what sha had 


done, and what she had scomod to do, in her 
behalf ; for Whkt a thought would it have been 
to her at that moment o’ time, if that upright 
cieatiire had made a fault to saA^e her 1 She 
desired her father Avould give Jeaiiie a’ the gear 
— her aiii (Lr. Effie’s) mother’s and a’ — Sli(‘ had 
made a deed, giving up her right, and it was in 
Mr. NoAMt’s hand. — Waild’s gear Avas hence- 
forward the least of her earc, nor AVas it likely 
to he miicklo her mister.- Shi* ho]ied this Avould 
make it easy fiir lier sister to scUle and im- 
ine liatoly after this exjuession, she A\dshed 
Butler himself all pood things, in (turn lor his 
kindness to her. ‘ I’or lieiself,’ si e said, ‘she 
ken’d her lot aaoiiM be a AA^aesonie ane, but it 
Avas of her own liaming, s.ie she desiiod the loss 
pity. But, for her friends’ satislaetion, she 
wished ihem to knoAV tliat she av.is g.iiin iiae ill 
pate— that they who had done lier niaist Avrong 
Avere now AAdlllng to do her what jnslicc Avas in 
their luiw'or ; and she Avoiihl. in some warldly 
resjHJcts, be far b(‘iter oil' tli.in she deserved. 
But she desired her lamil}' to icmain satisfied 
Avitli this assurance, and give theinseh'e.s no 
trouble in making further imiuiiics alter her.’ 

To David Doans and to Butler this letter gaA'O 
very little comfort ; for Avliat Avas to ];e expected 
from this unfortunate girl's uniting her late to 
that of a eluiractiT so notorious as Robertson, 
Avho they readily guessed AVas alluded to in the 
last scutenee, excepting that slie should bceoinn 
the partner and victim of his future eriuies’ 
Jcanie, AAdio knew (leoige Staiirilon’s eliaracter 
and real rank, saw her sister’s situation undi*? a 
ray of better hoj>e. She augured AVell of the 
haste he had show'ii to reclaim his interest in 
Eflie, and she trusted he had made lier his wife. 
If so, it seemed improbable that, Avitb his ex- 
pected fortune and liigh eoiineetions, he should 
again resume the life of ciiminal mUeutuie 
AAmich he had led, especially since, as matters 
stood, his life diniended upon liis kei^piiig his 
own secret, which could only be done by an 
entire change of his habits, and jurtienlarly by 
avoiding all tliose wdio had known +he heir of 
Willingham under the eliaracter of tlie audacioiiN, 
criminal, and condemned Rolieilson. 

She thought it most likidy that tlie couple 
Avould go abroad for a fcAv yeary, and nut return 
to England until the aflair of I’orleous was 
totally forgotten. Jcanie, therefoic, saw more 
hopes for lier sister than Butler or her father 
had been able to ]K?reci\"0 ; but she Avas not at 
liberty to impart the comfort Avhieh she felt in 
believing that she vi’ould ho si cure from the 
pressure of poverty, and in little risk of being 
seduced into the paths of guilt. She could not 
have cx])lained this Avithout making public Avhat 
it was essentially necessary for Elliots chance of 
comfort to conceal, the identity, namely, of 
G»»orge Staunton and George Robertson. After 
all, it was dreadful to tliink that ElTie hail 
united herself to a man condeiniied for felony, 
and liable to trial for murder, Avhatever might 
be his rank in life, and tlie degree of his rep&t- 
anoe,- Besides, it AA'as melani'holy to reflect 
that she herself being in popscbsion of the whole 
dreadful secret, it avus most probable h'* Avould, 
out of regard to his oavh feelings, and fear for 
his safety, never again permit her to sec poot 
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Effic. After ])crusiug and re-porusiiig li er sister’s 
valedictory letter, she gave ease to Jier feelings 
in a flood of tears, which Butler in vain c]idc‘a> 
Toured to check by every soothing attention in 
his power. She was obliged, liowcvcr, at longlli 
to look up and wipe her eyes, for her ftithei-, 
thinking he liad allowed the lovers tinin enough 
for conference, was now advancing towards tlicin 
from the Lodge, aecoi paiiicd by the Caidaiu of 
Jvnockdunder, or, as his frieiuls called him for 
brevity’s sake, Duncan Knock, a title Avhirh 
some youthful (‘xploits had rendered peculiarly 
appropriate. 

This Duncan of Knockdunder v.is a person of 
first-rate importance in the island ol Uosene.itli,* 
and the eontiiiciital parishes of Kiiocht.irlitie, 
Kilmuii, and so forth ; nay, his iiilliienec ex- 
tended as far as Cowal, nherc, liouever, it wa>> 
obscured by that of anotliei factoi*. The Tower 
of Knockdunder still ocenjues, with its nunaius, 
a clilF ovorhaiigiiig the Roly Loch. Dimeaii 
swore it had been a royal castle ; if so, it w’as 
one of the smallest, the space within only form- 
ing a sniiare of sixteen feet, and hearing tlieie- 
fore a ridiculous projiortioii to tlio thickness of 
the walls, which was ten feet at least. Such as 
it was, how'over, it had long given the title of 
(/aptain, cijuivalcut to tliat of CMiatelain, to ilie 
ancestors of Duncan, who weie l•r‘tainel^^ of tin* 
house of Argyle, and held a liercditary jnrisdie- 
tion under them, of little extent, indeed, hut 
which had great ooii.sequeuee in their own c\v<’S 
and w’as usually administered w’ith a vigour 
somcw'hat beyond the law. 

The pre.sert rciaeseulativc of that ancient 
family was a stout, sh(»il inau about fifty, whoso 
])leasure it W’as to unite in his own person the 
dress of the Highlands and Lowdanda, wearing 
on his head a lilack tie-wig, Hurniounted by a 
fierce cocked-hat, deojdy guarded with gold-lai'e, 
while the rest of his dress consisted of the jilaid 
and philalipg. Duncan suj»criutended a district 
which was partly Righluiid, partly Lowland, 
and therefore iniglit ho siijqiosed to eomhiiie 
their national habits, in order to show' his im- 
partiality to Trojan or Tyrian. The incon- 
gi’uity, how'cvor, had a wdiiinsical and ludierous 
elfect, us it made his head and body look as if 
belonging to dilleveiit individuals ; or, as some 
one said wdjo had seen the excciitioiis of the 
insurgent prisoners in iTlf), it seemed us if some 
Jacobite enchanter, Jiaviug recalled the siilfi n is 
to life, had clapjied, in his haste, an Eiiglish- 
man’s head on a Righlaiider’s ]io(ly. ']’<> linish 
the portrait,' tlio hearing of the gracious Duncan 
was brief, blutF, and coiiscqueiitial, and the up- 
ward turn of his short co])])cr-eoloiirc(l nose in- 
dicated that ho was somcwdiat addicted to w'rath 
and usqueliaiigh. 

When this dignitary had advanced up to 
Butler and to Jeaiiic, ‘1 take the freedom, Mr. 
Deans,* he said, in a very consequential manner, 

‘ to salute your daughter, whilk I presume this 
young lass to be— I kiss every pretty girl that 
come% to Rosencath, in virtue of my olfice.’ 
Having made this gallant speech, he took out 
his qmd, saluted Joanie with a hearty smack, 
and bade her ^-olcome to Argyle's country. 


* [TbU is, more correctly speaking, a peninsula.]. 
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Then Addressing Butler, he said, *Ye maun 
gang ow'er i.nd meet the barle ministers yonder 
the morn, fv>r they will want to do your jo}>, and 
syiid it d<wvn with usquebaugh doubtless— they 
M‘hh)m make dry wark in this kiiitra.’ 

‘..\nd Ibc laird suid David Deans, address- 
ing liutlcr ill lurtlier explanation 

‘The en plain, man,’ iiiterruided Duncan; 
‘iiilk wiiiiia kcii wha ye are sjieaking aboot, 
unless yc gic slicnth'incn.s their proiicr title.* 

‘The cai>tfliii, then,’ Slid Da^i(l, ‘assures mo 
that the call is unaiiiinoiis ou tlic jiavt of the 
parihliioiicMs— a ic.il liaimoiiioiis call, Reuben.* 

‘I pclie\c,’ sjiid Duncan, ‘it was as liar- 
moiiiinis as could ]>o expected, Axlnn the tao 
lialf o' tlic bodies wcic clavcriiig Sashcnacli, and 
Ibe t’ollior skilling thiclic, like sea maws uud 
dackgochc bc'orc a f>lonii. Aiic wad liac needed 
the gilt of tongue^ to kcii prccecscly w’lial they 
said but I pclievc the hi‘st end of it w’as, “ Long 
li\c Mac(‘alliimni(>i.c and Kiiockiliindcr ! And 
.is to it’s being sin uiiauimoiis call, 1 A\ad ho glad 
to ken lal business th(‘ cailcs have to call ony- 
tbiiig or 0113 body hut what the duke and niyscT 
likes ! ’ 

‘Xcxcrtliclessj’said Mr. Jliillcr, ‘ifany oftho 
]i.nishio]icrs ha\(‘ any scruples, which some- 
times happen in the mind ol sincere jirofessors, 

J slnaihi he happy of an ojiporlunity of trying 
to rcnio\ c ’ 

‘ N(^er fash your peard about it, man,’ iiiter- 
rujdi'd Duiicaii Knock — ‘Leave it a’ to me. — 
Seruiilo ! deil aiic o’ lliem has been bred up to 
serujile onytliing that they’re bidden to do. 
And it sie a thing snld haiijieu as yc speak o’, yo 
sail see tlie sincere piofisssor, as ye ea’ him, tow’dl 
at the stern ol my boat lor a few furlongs. I’ll 
try if the water of the llaly Loch wiiina wash 
otV scruples as weel as Ih'as -Cot lam ! ’ 

The rest of Duiiean’s 1 hrt‘at was lost in a growl- 
ing, gurgling soil of sound, which lie made in 
liis throat, and wliieh inemieed recusaiita with 
no gentle means of eon version. David Deans 
w’ould certainly have given liattlo in defeuee of 
the right of the Christian congiegatiou to bo 
eoiiMiltcd in the ehoiee of their own pastor, 
wliich, in liis estiiiintion, was one of the clioicest 
and most inalieiiahle of their 2»rivileges ; but he 
had again engaged in close conversation with 
Jeanie, and, with more ini crest than he W'US in 
use to take in allairs foi’eign alike to his occupa- 
tion and to his religious tenets, was inquiring 
into the particulars <»! her London journey. This 
was, j)( ilia ps, fortunate for the iiew-foimed frtend- 
slii]> betwixt him and the Captain Of Knock- 
d under, which rested, in David’s estimation, 
upon the proofs lie had given of hia skill in 
managing stock ; but, in reality, iqion the special 
charge transmitted to Duncan from the dnko and 
his agent, to behave w'ith the utmost attention 
to Deans and his family. 

‘And now, sirs,’ said Duncan, in a command- 
ing tone, ‘ I am to pray ye a’ to come in to your 
8up2>er, for yonder is Mr. Archibald half famished, 
and a Saxon woman, that looks as if her eeu were 
fleeing out o’ her head wi’ fear and w'ouder, us if 
she had never seen a shentlcman in a pliilabeg 
pefore.’ 

‘And Reuben Butler,' said David, ‘ xvill doubt- 
less desire instantly to retire, that he may prepare 
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his mind for the exercise of to-morrow, that his 
work may suit the day, and be an oUbring of a 
sweet savour in the nostrils of the i*evorend 

^ *I^iit tout, man, it’s but little yo ken about 
them,’ interrupted the caj)tain. ‘Teil a ano o’ 
them wad gio tlie savour of the hot venison i)as1y 
which I smell* (turning his squab nose uu in the 
air) ‘a’ the way frae the Loclge, for a’ that Mr. 
Tutlcr, or you either, can say to them.’ 

David groaned ; but judging be had to do \\ ilh 
a Oallio, as he said, did not tiiink it wortli iiis 
while to give battle. They followed llie captaiu 
to the house, and arranged themselves Avith great 
ceremony round a well-loaded suppcr-tablc. The 
only other eircnrnstaiiee of the evening worthy 
to 1)0 recorded is, that Butler pronounced the 
blessing ; that Knoekdunder found it too long, 
and David DenTx? censured it us loo short, from 
whicli the charitable readcT may eoin'lnde it was 
exactly the proper length. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

Now turn the Psalms of David ower, 

And hit Avi’ holy clangoi ; 

Of double seise come ^ic us four, 

And skirl up the Uangor. Burns. 

The next was the im])orUiiit day, when, aeeord- 
iug to the forms and ritual of the Scottish Kirk, 
Reuben Butler was to he ordained minister of 

Kiiocktarlitie, by the Presbytery of . Ami 

so eager were the whole party, that all, exeejding 
Mrs. Dutton, the destined Cowslip of Inverary, 
were stirring at an early hour. 

Their host, whose a])petite w'as as (piick and 
keen as his temper, w'as not long iii bumiuoniiig 
tliein to a substantial breakfast, where thcie were 
at least a do7en of dilTerent prepai'atious of milk, 
plenty of cold me.at, scores of boiled and rotusted 
eggs, a huge eag of butler, half- a -firkin herrings 
boiled ami broiled, fresh and salt, and tea and 
eoffeo for them that liked it, wliieh, as their 
landlord assured tlnun, with a nod and a wink, 
]>ointiiig, at the same lime, to a little cutter 
which seemed dodging uiuhr the lec of the 
island, cost them little licside the fetching ashore. 

‘Is the coutrahaiid trado pcaiiitted hero so 
openly?’ said Butler. ‘1 should think it very 
unfavourahle to the people’s niorals.’ 

‘The duke, Mr. rutler, has gicu nac orders 
concerning the putting of it down,’ said the 
magistrate, and seemed to think that lie lind said 
all tnat w'as necessary to justify his connivance. 

Butler W’as a man of prudence, and aware that 
real good can only be obtained liy remonstrance 
when remonstrance is w’dl-tiimal ; so for the 
present he said nothing moie on Ihe subject. 

When breakfast was half over, in flonnecd 
Mrs. Dolly, as tine as a blue sjctpie and cherry- 
coloured ribbons ccmld make her. 

‘ Good morrow to you, madam,’ said the master 
of ceremonies ; ‘ I trust your early rising will not 
skaithye.’ 

The dame aiiologized to Captain Kiioeknndcr, 
as she was jneasi^d lo term their entertainer; 
‘ but, 09 w'O say in Cheshire,' she added, ‘ I was 
like the Mayor of Altringham, who lies in bed 


while his breeches are mending, for the girl did 
not bring up the right bundle to my room, till 
she had Drought up all the others by mistake 
one after t’other. — Well, I suppose we are all for 
church to-day, as I understand. — Pray, may I be 
so bold as to ask, if it is the fashion for your 
north country gentlemen to go to church in 
your iiettieoais, Captain Knockunder ? ’’ 

‘Captain of Knoekdunder, madam, if you 
])leasc, for 1 knock under to no man ; and in 
icsj»eet of my garb, I shall go to ehuicli as I 
am, at your service, madam ; for if 1 w^cre to lie 
in bed like your Major What-a’ye-calluni, till 
my ])recehes were mended, I might he there all 
my life, seeing I never had a pair of them on my 
person but twice in my life, which I am proud 
to remember, it peing w’hen the duke brought 
his dnelicss here, wlieii her Grace pchoved to be 
pleasured ; so I e’en porrow'cd the minister’s 
trews for the twa days his Grace was pleased to 
stay — ^Imt 1 will ])ut myself under sic eonfmement 
again for no man on earth, or woman either, but her 
Giaeo being always eveepted, as in duly pound.* 
Tho mistrcbs of the milking- j)ail stared, but, 
making no answer to this round dccldratioii, 
iminecli.itoly piocecdcil to show that the alarm 
of the preceding eveuiiig liad in no degree injured 
her a]>petitc. 

When the meal w^as fiiiislicd, the cai)tain j»ro^ 
posed to them to take boat, in order that Mrs. 
Jeanie might see her new place of residence*, 
and that ho himself might iiupiirc whether tlio 
necessary prejjarations had been made there, 
and at tho manse, for receiving tho future 
inmates of these mansions. 

The morning w*as delightful, and tho huge 
mountain-shadows slept npou the mirrored wave 
of the iirth, almost as little disturbed as if it 
had been an inland Ukc. Even Mrs. Dutton's 
fears no longer annoyed her. She bad been 
ill formed by Archibald, that tin rc w’as to bo 
some sort of jiiiikettiiig after the scrinoii, and 
that was what she loved dearly ; ana as for tho 
water, it was so still that it w’ould look quite 
like a pleasuring on the TJiaines. 

The wdiole ]).irly being embarked, therefore, 
in a large boat, which the captain called his 
coach -ami -six, and attended by a smaller one 
termed bis gig, the gallant Duncan steered 
straight upon tho little tower of the old-fashioin‘d 
church of Knoektarlilie, and tho exertions of six 
stout rowers sped tliem rapidly on their voyage. 
As they neared tfeo land, tho hills appeared to 
recede from them, and a little valley, formed by 
the descent of a small river from the mountains, 
evolved itself ns it were upon their approach. 
The stylo of the countiy on each side was simply 
pastoral, and resembled, in appearance and ena- 
racter, the des(‘ription of a forgotten Scottish 
l)oot, which runs neaily thus : -- 

The water Rcntly clown a level slid, 

With little din, but coiitby what it made ; 

On ilka side the trees crew thick and king, 

And wi' the wild hirds^ notes were a’ in sang; 

On either side, a full bow-shot and mair, 

'rhe green was even, gov any, and fair; , 

With easy slope on every hand the braes 
'lo the lulls’ feet with scatter'd bushes raise; 

^yith go,^ts and sheep nHion, and kyc below, 

The bonmc banks all in a swarm dia go.* 


* bee Ross’s Fortunate Ske^kerdess. Edit. 1778, p. 2^ 
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They landed in this Highland Arcadia, at the 
mouth of the small stream whicii watei'cd the 
delightful and peaceable valley. Inhabitants of 
several descriptions came to pay their respects to 
the Captain of Kuockduiidor, a homage which 
he was veiy peremi»tory in exacting, and to see 
the new settlers. Some of these \\ ere men after 
David Deans’s own heart, elders of the kirk- 
session, zealous 2 >roh lOrs, from the Lennox, 
Lanarkshire, and Ayrshire, to whom the iireccd- 
ing Duke of Argylc ha<l given rooms in this corner 
ofliis estate, because they had siilfored for joining 
Ids father, the uiiibrtunate earl, during his ill- 
fated a1 tempt in 1()80. These were cakes of the 
right leaven for David regaling liimself with ; 
and, had it not been for this circumstance, he 
has been beard to say, ‘that the Cajdaiii of 
Knockdundcr would have suorc him out of the 
country in twenty- four hours, sac awsome it was 
to oiiy thinking soul to hear his imprccatiors, 
\ipon tlic slightest temptation that crossed his 
buiuour.’ 

Bchidea these, tbc‘ie ^^c^o a wilder sot of par- 
ishioners, luouiitaineeis from the upper glen and 
adjacent hills, who R[)oke Gaelic, wont about 
armed, and wore the lligbland dress. lUit the 
strict eommamls ol the duke bad established 
Bucli good Older in this ])ait of his territories, 
that the Gael and Sa\oiis lived ujam the best 
])ossible terms of good neighbouihood. 

They first visiteil the manse, as the jiaraoiiago 
is termed in Scotland. It was old, but in good 
rciiair, and stood snugl^y embosomed in a gro>e 
of sycamore, with a wclf-stoeked gaiden in front, 
bounded by tlie small river, which was partly 
visible from the windows, partl}’^ concealed by 
the bnalies, ti(cs, and bounding liedge. With- 
in, the hoiiM‘ looked less eomforlable than it 
might liave been, for it liad been neglected by 
the lalo iiieiimbcnt ; but W'orkmeii had’ been 
labouring, under the directions <»f the Captain 
of Kuoekihindei, and at the (.X 2 >cnsc of the Duke 
of Argyle, to put it into some order, Tlie old 
‘plenishing’ had been reiiio\evl, and neat but 
plain houselndd furniture b.ad been sent dow'u 
ny the duke in a biig of his own, called the 
(Jiioline, and was now ready to be ])laecd in 
order in the ajiartmeiita. 

The gracious Duncan, fiudiug matters wcie at 
a stand among the w’orkincii, suuniioned hefoie 
him the delinquents, and inijiressed all who 
heard him with a sense ot his authority, by iho 
])onalties with which he tlfiTatencd tlicm for 
their delay. J^l uliding them in half their charge, 
he assured them, w'ould be the least of it ; lor, 
if they w^ere to ncglcet his jdca.sure and the 
duke’s, ‘he wmuM be tamii’d if he jiaid them 
the t’other half either, and they might seek law 
for it where they could get it . ’ The w’ork-i)coplc 
humbled themselves before tlu* ofleiidcd digni- 
tary, and spake him soft and fair ; and at length, 
upon Mr. niitlcr rcealUng to his mind that it 
was the ordinatioii-day, and that the workmen 
were probably thinking of going to chureli, 
Knc^kdnnder agreed to forgive them, out of 
respect to their now minister. 

‘But an I catch them ncglecking my duty 
again, Mr, Tutler, the toil pe in mo if tlie kirk 
shall be an excuse ; for what has tho like o’ 
^hem rappoi'ecs to do at the kirk ony day put 


I Sundays, or then cither, if the duke and 1 has 
; the necessitous uses for them ? ’ 
j It may hi guessed with what fcolinm of quiet 
satisfaction and delight Butler looked Torwara to 
s]Kniding his days, honoured and uscfiil as he 
trusted to be, in this sequestered valley, and 
liow often an intelligent glance was exchanged 
betwixt him and Jeanie, wliosc good-humoui’ed 
face looked j)ositively handsome, from the ex- 
))ressioij of modesty, and, at the .same time, of 
bdlislactioii, which ^he woie when visiting the 
apartments of which slie W'as toon to call herself 
mistress. She was Icit at libuty to give more 
oj)en indulgence to her feelings of delight and 
admiration, when, leaving the manse, the com- 
]wuiy iwoeeedcd to exaiiiino the destined habita- 
tion of David Deans, 

Jeanie found with pleasure that it was not 
above a musket shot from the manse ; for it had 
been a bar to her ha]>pincs'S to think she ini^ht 
be obliged to reside at a distaiiee from her father, 
and she wras aware that iluic were strong objec- 
i lions to bis actually living in iiic same iiouso 
with Butler. But tliis biici distance w’as tlip 
veiy tiling which she could Lave wished. 

Tho farm-house was on the ])lan of an improved 
cottiige, and eoulrived with great regard to con- 
venience ; an (‘\cellent little garden, an orchard, 
and a set of olliecs <’oin])letc, according to the 
best ideas of the lime, combined to render it a 
most desirable habitation foi the practical farmer, 
ami far Mi\»erior to tho hovel at \Voodend, and 
the small liouso at Saint Leonard’s (h’ags. Tho 
situation wus considerably higher than that of 
the manse, and fronted to the wTst. The w'in- 
dow^s eommanded an emhaiiting view of the little 
vale over whieli the m.-insion seemed to preside, 
the windings of the sticain, and tlie firth, with 
its aasoeiated lakes and romantic islands. Tho 
hills of Dumbartonshire, once iiossessed by tho 
tierce elan of MaeKarlaiios, formed a crescent 
behind the, valley, and iar to the right were seen 
the dusky and more gigantic mountains of Argyle- 
shir<’, w’ith a seaward view of tlie shattered and 
thunder-siilitten ]»caks of Airan. 

But lo.leanie, w hose t.istc foi tie- luetnre&qiie, if 
she had any by natiiie, liad iie\er been awakened 
or cultivated, the sight ol the laithlul old May 
Uettly, as she ojxTied the door to receive them, 
ill licr clean toy, Sunday’’ russet -gowm, and blue 
ajiroii, nicely smoothed down before her, w'as 
w ortli the whole v aried landscape. Tho raptures 
of the laitliful old creatuie at seeing Jeanie were 
equal to her own, as she. hastened to assure her 
‘ that haith the gudcinan and the beasts had been 
as vs cel scon aftiT as she possibly could contrive,’ 
Seiiarating her from tho rest of tho company. 
May then hurried her young mistress to the 
otiiees, that she might rec'civc tho compliments 
she cxiKJcted for her caio of tho cow's, Jeanio 
rejoiced, in the Rim^dicity of her heart, to see her 
charge once more ; and the mute favourites of 
our heroine, Gowans and the others, acknow- 
ledged her presence hy lowing, turning round 
their broad and decent brow's when they heard 
lier well-known *Pnih, my Icddy — jiruh, my 
v^oman,’ and hy various indications, known only 
to those who have studied the habits of tho 
milky mothk?rs, showing sensible pleasure as she 
approached to cart'RS them in their turn. 
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*The very brute beusfs are glad to see ye 
again/ said May ; Mmt nao wondtr, Jeaiiic, lor 
ye wore aye kind 1o beast and body. And I 
lUatii) learn lo ca’ yo mistress now, Joanie, since 
ye liao been up to Luiinon, and seen the duke, 
and the king, and a’ tbo braw folk. I>iit wiia 
koiis,’ added Ihc old dame slyly, *wbat I’ll bao 
to ea’ ye forl)y niisti’essj for I’m thinking it 
MUiiii.i lang be Deans.’ 

‘(Vino your ain Jeanie, May, and then }e 
can never gang wrang.’ 

Ill the cou -house which they examined, there 
was one animal Mhich Jeanie looked at till the 
tears gushed from her oyis. Ma}, who had 
watched her with a symi)athi/iiig exjnession, 
immediately ohseived, in an uinl(‘r-t(uie, ‘Tlic 
gudoman aye sorts that beast himser, and is 
kinder to it than ony beast in the hyie; and 
I noticed he was that way t’eii when he was 
angiicst, and had inaist cause to be aiigr>. Tdi, 
sirs! a iiarent’s heart’s a queer thing’ Mouy 
a warslo ho ha*- had ior that jniir lassie — 1 am 
thinking he ] adit ions mair for her than for yonr- 
sol’, hinny ; for Avliat can he ])h‘ad for you hut 
just to wish you the Messing je deserve"? And 
Avlicn I slocpit ayoufc tlic Jiallan, when avo came 
first here, hoAAas often earnest a’ night, and 1 
could hear liini como ower and ower again aai’, 
“Ellie — puir blinded misguided thing ’ ” it w'as 
aye “ Eliic ' Etiie ’ ” — If that puir w’andeiing 
lamb coniona into the sbccpfanld in the She]»- 
herd’s am time, it Avill he an nneo Avoinh r, ioi I 
Avrtt she has been a child of jirayers. D, if the 
l>iiir prodig d Avad return, sac blithely as the good- 
man Avad kill the fatted ealf ’ — tliough Ihoekie’s 
calf AA’ill 110 bo fit for killing this three Aveeks yet.’ 

And then, with the disenrsive talent of nersons 
<(1’ her description, she got oijcc more fllioat in 
her account of domestic atlairs, and left this 
delicate and atfcetiiig tojiic. 

llsAdiig looked at overylhiiig in the olTiees and 
the dairy, and expressed her satislaction A\ith 
the manner iii Avhieli matters had heen managed 
in her ahsenee, Jeanio rejoined the lest of tlie 
I tarty, Avho Avere surveying the inteiior of the 
house, all exccjiliiig iJaAid Deans and Hnthi, 
who had gone doAvn to the church to mec*t the 
Idrk-sessioii and the clergy men of the jiieshytcry, 
and aj’ivingc matters for the duty ol the day. 

In the interior ol tJie cottage all was clean, 
jioat, and suitable to the exteiior. It bad been 
originally built and furnished by the duke, as a 
retreat for a favourite domestic of tJic liighcr 
class, who did not long enjoy it, end had been 
dead only a few months, so that everything 
was in excellent taste and good order. Ihit in 
Jeanic’a bedroom was a neat trunk, w'bieb bail 
greatly excited Mrs. Dutton’s (uiiosity, ior she 
was sure that the dir^<tion, ‘ Foi Mrs. Jean 
Deans, at AuchingowTr, parish of Knoektarlitie,’ 
was the writing of Mrs. Semple, the duchess’s 
own woman. May llettly ]nodiictsl the key in 
a sealed mrcel, Avhhli bore the same address, 
and atiaciiod to the Ivcy av.is a label, intimating 
that the tnink and its contciils avcic ‘a token of 
remembrance to Jeanie Deans, from her friends 
the Duchess of Argyle and the young ladies.’ 
Thfe trunk, haslily opened, as the reader will not 
doubt, w*as found to be full of wearing a]ipar<d 
of the best quality, suited to JtJamio s rank in 


life ; and to most of the articles the names of 
the particular donors wci'c attached, as if to 
make Jeanie sensible not only of the general, but 
of the individual interest she liad excited in the 
noble family. To name the various articles by 
ihcir ai)propriate names, A\muld be to attempt 
things unauempted yet in prose or rhyme ; 
besides that the old-fashioned terms of maiiteaus, 
sacquos, kissiiig-stringS, and so forth, W’ouhl 
convey but little information evi n lo the milliners 
ol the present day. I sliall deposit, however, an 
ac'cnrale inventoiy of the contents of the trunk 
with my kind friend, Miss Mai tin Buskbody, 
w’bo has jiromisod, should the jiublic curiosity 
be(‘m interested in tbo subject, to supply mo 
Avitli a piolcssioiial glossiiry and commentary. 
Buflico it to say, that the gill was such as became 
tilt donors, and was suited to the .situation of the 
leceiA’or ; that r verytbiiig A\as handsome and aji- 
pro])iiato, and imthing iorgollen Avhich belonged 
to tie* wardiobo of a ^oimg peison in Jeanie’s 
situation in liii‘, the destined biulc ol a respeet- 
aMo elevgynian. 

Aitielc alter article Avas displajed, commented 
Ai]M>n, and admiied, to the AAoiider of May, wlio 
declared, ‘she didiia think the queen had mair 
or b(‘ltcr claisc,’ and som<‘wh.At to the envy of 
the northern (’oAvsliji. Tliis imamiahle, but not 
v«*ry unnatural, disjuisiiion of mind, broke forth 
in sundry niifoiiii(h‘d critieisms to the disparage- 
ment of Ibo articles, as they Avere sovcriuly ex- 
hibited. But it assumed <i more direct character, 
when, at the bottom of all, was found a dress of 
Avlnte silk, ATiy plainly made, but still of white 
silk, and French silk to boot, Avith a pajicr 
jiinued to it, l)c.iriiig that it A\as a present from 
tile Duke of Argyle to his travelling companion, 
to be w^orn on the day Avhen she .should change 
her name. 

Mrs. Dutton could forbear no longer, but 
whispered iiilo Mr. Arebib.ald’s car, that it was 
a clever thing to he a BeotcliAVomhn. ‘She 
bUp[Wised all /t^r bisters, and she had lialf-a- 
do7cii, mighl liavo hem hanged, without any , 
one .sending her a present of a pocket-haudker- 
ehief.’ 

‘ Or wiiliont your making any exertion to save 
them, 3Ir.s. D(»i]y,' answ^ercfl Areliihald dryly. — 
‘Bill I am bn]pri.scd wo do not hear the bell yet,’ 
said be, looking at his w'dt(‘h. 

‘Fat ta deil, Mr. Archibald,’ answered the 
Captain of Knockdiindcr, ‘Avad ye hao them 
ring tlie bell befoirf I am ready to gang to kirk ? 
--I wad gar the bcdral eat the bell-rope, if he 
took ony sic freedom. But if yo want to beai* 
tlie bell, I will ju.si show niysel’ on the knoAvc- 
licad, and it will begin jowiiig forthwith.' 

Accordingly, so soon as they sallied out, and 
that the gold-laced hat of the cajitain was seen 
rising like Hes]»er aboAT the dewy verge of llie 
lisiiig ground, the clash (for it was rather i 
clash than a clang) of the bell was heard froth 
the old moss-grow'u tOAver, and the clapper con- 
tinued to thumj) its cracked sides all the while 
they advanced tow^ards the kirk, Duncan Ex- 
horting them to take their own time, ^ for teil 
oiiy s]>ort Avad be till he came.’* 

Accordingly, tlie bell only ohanged to the 

* Nt'ic 1’, 1 oiling to servite iA Scotland, 
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Anal and impatient chime when they crossed the 
stile ; and ‘ rang in/ that is, concluded its mis- 
tuned summons, when they had entered the 
duke’s seat, in the little kirk, where the whole 
party aiTangcd themselves, with Duncan at their 
hea(l, excepting David Deans, wlio already oc- 
cupied a scat among the eldm. 

The business of llic day, with a particular 
detail of which it is uu necessary to trouble the 
reader, was gone through according to the estab- 
lished form, and the sermon pronounced upon 
the occasion had the good fortune to please 
oven the criticnl David Deans, thoufjh it was 
only an hour and a quarter long, which David 
termed a shoit allowance of spiritual j)roveiider. 

The preacher, who was a divine that held 
many of David’s njjiuioiis, privately a])o]ogi7ed 
for his brevity by saying, ‘ That he ohscrvctl the 
caj)taiii was gaunt ing gih'voiisjy, and that if ho 
liad detained him longer, there was no knowing 
how long ho might he iii paying the next tcnii’s 
victual sti])end.’ 

David groaned to lind that such carnal mo- 
tives could liave innucnce ujxm the iniiid of a 
powerful preaelier. lie had, indeed, been scan- 
dalized by another circumstance dui'ing the 
service. 

So soon as the congregation were seated after 
prayers, and the elergyman had read liis text, 
the gracious Duncan, after rummaLaiig the 
leathern purse whicli liung in front of his petti- 
coat, produced a short tohaeeo-])ipe made of 
iron, and observed, almost aloud, ‘I hae for- 
gotten my sjileuchan — Lachlan, gang down to 
the clachan, and bring me up a pennyworth of 
tw''Lst.’ Six arms, the nearest witiiiii leach, pie- 
sonted, with an obedient start, as many tobacco- 
pouches to the man of office. lie made choice 
of one with a nod of acknowledgment, filled 
his pipe, lighted it with the assistance of his 
})istol-lliiit, and smoked with infinite composure 
during the*wdiolo time of the sermon. When 
the discourse was finished, he knocked the ashes 
out of his pipe, replaced it iii his sporran, 
returned the tobacco poiieli or sjilencban to its 
owner, and joined in the prayer with decency 
and attention. 

At the end of the service, when Butler had 
been admitted minister of the kiik of Knoek- 
tarlitie, with all its spiritual immunities and 
jirivileges, David, \Aio had frowned, groaned, 
and murmured at Knock duiider’s iiTcvcrent de- 
meanour, communicated his fdain thoughts of 
the matter to Isaac Meiklohose, one of the elders, 
with whom a rever-mtial aspect and liuge griz/lo 
wig had esiiecially disposed him to seek frater- 
nization. ‘It didna become a wild Indian,’ 
David said, ‘much less a Christian and a gentle- 
man, to sit in the kirk puffing tobacco-reek, as 
if he were in a change-house.’ 

Koiklehose shook his head, and allowed it was 
‘fiir frae heseomiiig. — But what will yS say? 
The ctiptain’s d. queer hand, and to apeak to him 
about that or onylhing else that crosses the 
maggot;, would be to set the kiln a-low. He 
keepi^ a high hand ow^er the countiy, and we 
couldna deal wd’ the llielandmeu without his 
protectioti, sin’ a’ the keys o’ tlie kinti*d hiugs 
at his belt ; and bc’S no an ill body In the main, 
and maistiy, yo ken, niaivs the meadowy doun.’ 


‘That may be very true, neighbour,’ said 
David ; ‘ but Aeubou Butler isiia the man I take 
him to be, if ho disiia learn the caj>laiu to lull 
his pipe some other gale than in Clod s house, or 
the quaitcr be ower.’ 

‘Fair and softly gangs far,’ said Moiklchosc ; 
‘and if a lule in.iy 10,10 a w’isc man a counsel, I 
wal hae him tlnnk iwiec or he mclls with 
Kiiockdimder. He suld hae a lang-shankitspuno 
that wad sup k.ul wi’ tlie deil. But they arc 
a* awMy to llu ii dunu r to llu* < h.iiigc-housc, and 
if we (Iiniia mend our pace, ((*nic short at 

meal-time.’ 

David aeeom]»ani( d his fii(*iid without answer ; 
hut began to feel fioiu e\j)ciJeiiec, that the ghui 
of Knoektarlitie, like tlie icst id tlie woild, was 
haunted by its ow u sjx eial '.ubjeets (d‘ regiot ana 
diseonlcnt. His mind w!i‘^ so much occupied by 
consideiing the best means ot conv citing Duiieau 
of Knock ton sen^e ot loviieiit deeemy during 
])ublic woisliip, that ho altogether toigot to 
inqiiiie whether Butler was e.ilKd upon to sub- 
scribe the oaths to goiei’iiment. 

Some have iiihiimatcd that his noglei t on 
this hc.id Avas, in .some degiiv, intentional ; 
hut I think tliis evjdanation ineonsislimt with 
the simplieity of my luend T)avid’s cliaractcr. 
Neitlicr have 1 ever hi‘en aide, by tlio most 
minute imjuiiies, to know Avlielher the/omi/^u, 
at Avhieh he so much scnipKil, li.id been exacted 
from Butler, ay or no. The boidvs of the kiik- 
.session iniglit haic thiiowm some liglit on this 
matter; hut unloitimalely they weie destroyed 
ill the year 1710, by one Doiiacha dhti na 
Duiiaigh, at the instance, it was .said, or at 
least by the eonnivinee, ol the gracious Dune in 
of Knock, who had a de.sire to olditi'ratc the 
recorded loihles of a certain Kat(‘ I’iiilayson. 


VIIATTER XLV\ 

ISovv bi.lt .iinl bi’n the* change J»i>iis.c tilU 
Wi’ coiiiiaciiutti^rs, 

line’s I lying out tji bakes <ind gills, 

And there the jmit-stoup d.ittus. 

Wliile thick and thraiit;, and loud and lang,— 

Wi’ logic and wi' sdiptuie, 

'ihty laiso dm ih it lu tlie end 
is like to hiiul .1 iiiptuie 

O' ^vlath that day. 

Bukns. 

A PLLNTTFUii entri laiimieiit, at the Duke of 
Argyle’t^ cost, regah‘(i the icvereud gentlemen 
wiio had assisted at the ordination of Rouhcii 
Butler, and almost all the rcspoetable part of 
the parish. The feast Ava«, incleed, such as the 
country itself fuinjshed j for plenty of all tlio 
requisites for ‘ a rough and round dinner ’ ivere 
always at Duncan of Knock’s command. There 
was the beef and mutton on the braes, the fresh 
and salt-water fish in tlie lochs, the jiiooks, 
and fii*th ; game of every kind, from the deer to 
the l^crct, were to he had for the killing, in the 
duke’s forests, moors, heaths, and mosses ; and 
for liquor, home-hrcw'ed ale flow'cd as freely as 
water ; brandy and usquebaugh both were had 
in those happy times without duty ; even ivhito 
wine and olarot were got for nothing, since the 
duke’s oxtetisivo rights of admiralty gave him a 
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title to all the wine in cask which is drifted 
ashore on the western coast and isles of Scotland, 
when shipping have su tiered bv severe weather* 
In short, as 31 )iincan boasted, the entertainment 
did not cost MacCalluniinore a i)lack out of Ids 
sporran, an<l Mas novcrtholess not only liberal, 
but ovcrtJowiiig. 

The duke's health was solemnized in a hond 
fide biinii»er, and David Deans himself added 
j)prhaj)s the lir^t hiiz/a that his lungs had ever 
uttercfi, to swell the shout with which the pledge 
was received. Nay, so exalted in heart >vas lie 
U|>on this niemordble occasion, and so much 
disposed to bo indulgent, that lie ox])rcssed no 
dissatisfaction when thieo bag]>i})ers struck up, 

* The Campbells are coming.’ The health of the 
reverend minister of KnoekUrlitie was received 
with similar honours; and theicwas a roar of 
laughter, when one of his brethren slyly sub- 
joined the addition of, ‘A good A^ife to our 
brother, to keej) the manse in order.’ On this 
occasion David Deans was delivered of his first- 
boni-joke ; and ajiparently the paitnrition was 
accompanied by many tliroes, for sorely did he 
twist about his physiognomy, and miiefi did he 
stumble in his speeeli, before he eould express 
his idea, ‘That the lad being now w’edded to 
Ills spiritual bride, it was hard to threaten him 
witli ane temporal sjwiise in the same day.* lie 
then laughed a hoarse and brief laugli, and was 
suddenly grave and silent, as if a])ashed at his 
own vivacious cflbrt. 

After another toast or two, Jeanie, Iklrs, Dolly, 
and such of the female natives as had honour(‘d 
tlie feast with their ])icsence, retired to Hand’s 
new dwelling at Audiiiigower, and left the 
gentlemen to their }>C)tatioiia. 

The feast pioeeeded with groat glee. The con- 
versation, where Duucaii had it under his direc- 
tion, was not indeed always strictly canonical, 
but David Deans escaped any risk of being 
scandalized, by engaging u'ith one of Ids neigh- 
bours in a recapitulation of the suirerings of 
Ayrshire and Jjaiiarkshire, during nliat was 
called the iiivasinii of the Ilighlaiid Host; the 
juiuieiit Mr. Mciklcho.se cautioning thorn from 
time to time to loner their voices, ‘tor that 
Duncan Knock’s father had been at tl^at on- 
slaught, and broiiglit back muckle gwde plenish- 
ing, and that Duncan nas no unlikely to liae 
been there himself, for what he ken'd.’ 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grow fast and furious, 
the graver members of tlie })aity began to escajie 
as well as they could. X).ivi'l Deans accom- 
plished his retreat, and liutlor anxiously watched 
an opportunity to follow him. Knockdunder, 
however, desiunis. hr .said, ot knowing what stutf 
was in the new mini.st(r, luid no intention to 
iiart with him so (.isil> but kp]>t him pinned to 
his side, watching him sedulously, and with 
obliging violence tilling his glass to the lirlm, as 
often as he could seize an op])ortunity of doing 
60 . At length, as the evmiing was wearing late, 
a voneralde brother chanced to ask Mr. Archibald 
w^hen they might hope to see the duke, tatn 
carvum capit, as he would venture to term him, 
at the Lodge of Roseneath. Duncan of Knock, 
wheftse ideas were somewhat conglomerated, and 
who, tt may bo hcliovod, was no groat schohiT, 
catching up aowc imperfect sound of the weirds, 
jv/ 


conceived the speaker was drawing a parallel be- 
tween the duke and Sir Donald Gorme of Sleat ; 
and being of opinion that such comparison was 
odious, snorted thrice, and jirepared himself to 
be in a passion. 

To the explanation of the venerable divine the 
captain answ^ered, ‘ I heard the word Gorme my- 
self, sir, with my ain ears. D’ye think I do not 
kiiow^ Gaelic from Latin ? * 

‘ Apparently not, sir ; ’ — so the clergyman, 
oifenued in his turn, and taking a 2uueh ot siiiiir, 
answered with great coolness. 

The copper nose of the gracious Duncan now 
became heated like the Bull of Phalaris, and 
while Mr. Archiliald mediated betwixt the of- 
fended parties, and the attention of the company 
W’as engaged by their dispute, Butler took an 
oi>portunity to etfeet liis retreat. 

JIo found the females at Auchingower very 
anxious lor the breaking up of the convivial 
2»aiiy ; ior it was a part ot the ari'angemont, that 
although David Deans W’as to remain at Auchin- 
‘ gow'cr, and Ihitler was that night to take posses- 
sion of tlie manse, yet Jeanie, lor whom complete 
accommodations w'ere not yet provided in her 
father’s house, was to return for a day or two to 
the Lodge at Roseneath, and the boats had been 
held in readiness accordingly. They waited, 
therefore, for Knockdiindcr’s return, but twiliglit 
came, and tlicy still waited in vain. At Icn^h 
Mr. Archibald, wdio, as a man of decorum, had 
taken care not to exceed in his conviviality, made 
Ids ai>i)earance, and advised the females strongly 
to return to the island under his escort ; observ- 
ing, that, from the humour in wdiieh lie liad left 
the captain, it w'as a great chance wliether ho 
hudged out of the jmblic-housc that night, and 
it was absolutely certain that he would not be 
xery fit company for ladies. The gig was at 
their disposal, he said, and there w^as still pleasant 
twdlight for a jiarty on the water. 

Jeanie, wdio liad considerable cofifidcnce in 
Archibald’s prudence, immediately acquiesced 
ill this i)ro]>obal ; but Airs. Dolly positively ob- 
jected to tlie small boat. If the big boat could 
be goticn, she agreed to set out, otherwise she 
would sleep on the floor, rather ^lian stir a step. 
Reasoning with Dolly wa.s out of the question, 
and Archibald did not think the difiioulty so 
pressing as to require comimlsion. He observed, 
It was not using the captain very politely to 
deprive liim of his coach -nnd-six ; ‘ but as it 
was in tlie ladies’ kerviee,’ lie gallantly said, *he 
would use so much freedom- -besides, the gig 
w'ould servo the ca])tain's inirposc better, as it 
could come off at any hour of the tide ; the large 
boat should, therefore, be at Mrs. Dolly’s service.’ 

They walked to the beach nocordingly, ac- 
eommnied by Ibitler. It w'as some time before 
the boatmen could be assembled, and ere they 
were well embarked, and ready to depart, the 
]ialc moon was come over the hill, ana flinging 
a trembling reflection on the broad and glittering 
w’aves. But so soft and pleasant was the night, 
that Butler, in bidding farowoll to Joanil, had 
no apprehension for her safety ; and what is yet 
more extraordinary, Mrs. Dolly felt no alarm for 
her owm. The air was soft, and came’*ove|r. the 

The beautiful wene of hea<Sand8, and capo^ud 
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bays, around thorn, with tho broad blue chain of 
mountains, were dimly visible in tho moonlight ; 
whil^ every dash of tho oars mado tho waters 
glance and sparkle with tho brilliant phenomenon 
called the sea iiro. 

This last circumstanco hllod Jcauie with 
wonder, and served to amuse the mind of lior 
com^nion, until they approached tho little bay, 
whiem seemod to slit . >11 its dark and wooded 
arms into the sea as if to welcome thorn. 

The u^ual landing-place was at a quarter of a 
mile’s distance from tho Lodge, and although 
tho tide did not admit of the large boat coming 
quite close to the jett y of loose stones which served 
as a pier, Jeanie, who was both bold and active, 
easily sprung ashore ; but Mrs. Dolly positively 
refusing to commit herself to tho same risk, 
the complaisant Mr. Arcliiliald ordered the boat 
round to a more regular landing-place, at a con- 
siderable distance along tho sliore. He then 
prepared to land hiin^^elf, that lie might, in tho 
meanwhile, accom})any Jeanie to the Lodge. 
But as there was no mistaking the woodland 
lane wliich led from thence to the shore, and as 
the moonlight showed her one of tlie white 
eliimneys rising out of the w'ood which em- 
bosomed the building, Jeanie declined this favour 
with thanks, and requested him to proceed with 
Mrs. Dolly, who, being * in a country where the 
ways were so strange to her, had niair need of 
countenance.* 

This, indeed, W'as a fortunate circumstance, 
and might even be said to save poor Cowslip’s 
life, if it was true, as slie hersedf used solemnly 
to aver, that she must positively have cxj>irod 
for fear, if she had been lelt alone in tho boat 
with six wild lliglilandors in kilts. 

The night w^as so exquisitely beautiful, that 
Jeanie, instead of immediately diiecting her 
course towartls the Lodge, stood looking* after 
the boat as it again put off from the side, and 
rowed intq the little bay, the dark figures of her 
companions grouping less and Ic.^s distinct as they 
diminished in the distance, and the joiram, or 
melancholy boat-song of the rowers, coming on 
the ear with softened and sweeter sound, until 
the boat rounded the headland, and was lost to 
her observation. 

Still Jeanie remained in the same posture, 
looking out upon the sea. It would, she was 
aware, bo some time ere her companions could 
roach the Lodge, as the distance by the mor * eon- 
veniont landing-place was considerably greater 
than from the point whore she stood, and she 
was not sorry to have an opportunity to spend 
the interval by herself. 

The wonderful change which a few weeks had 
wrought in her situation, from shame and grief, 
and almost despair, to honour, joy, and a fair 
prospect of future hajipiness, passed before her 
eyes with a sensation wdiich brought the tears 
into them. Yet they flowed at tlie same time 
from another source. As human hapjiiness is 
never perfect, and as well-constructed minds arc 
nev^ more sensible of the distresses of those 
whom they love, than when their own situation 
forms a contrast with them, Jeanie’s affectionate 
regrets turned to the fate of her poor sister — ^the 
child of so many hopes— the fondled nursling of 
so many years— now an exile, and, what was 
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worse, dependent on the avIII of a muu of whoho 
habits she had every reason to cnteitdiii tlio 
worst opinion, and who, even in his st rouges- 1 
paroxysms of remorse, had appeared too much a 
stranger to the feelings of real penitence. 

While her thoughts were occupied with these 
melancholy reflections, a shadowy flgiiro seemed 
to deUch itself from the copsewood on her right 
lidiid. Jeanie started, and the stories of appari- 
tions and wraiths, seen by solitary travellers in 
wild situations, at suoli {iincs, and in such an 
hour, suddenly came lull upon her imagination. 
The ligure glided on, and as it came betwixt her 
and the moon, sho was awaie that it had tho 
apiicaraiice of a W'oinaii. A soft voice twice re- 
peated, ‘ J eanic — J eame ! ’ — W as it indeed— could 
it be tho voice of her sister? — Was she still 
among tho living, or had the grave given up its 
tenant? — Eie she eonld state these (Questions to 
her own mind, Klfie, alive, and in the body, had 
clas{)ed her in her arms, and w^as sliaining her to 
her bosom, and devouring her with kisses. ‘ I 
have wandeied liere,’ she saiil, ‘ like a ghaisl, to 
SCO you, and nac w'onder } ou take me lor anc -I 
thought but to s<‘e you gang by, or to liear tho 
sound of your voice ; hut to speak to yoiirsel* 
again, Jeanie, was inair than 1 deseivcd, and 
iiiair than I durst i»ray for.’ 

* 0, Kllie ! liow* eaine ye here alone, and at this 
Iiour, and on the wild s(‘a-beaeh Are you sure 
it’s your am living sel’ ? ’ 

There was something of Effie’s former humour 
in her piactically answeiing tho question by a 
gentle pinch, moie beseeming the lingers of a 
fairy than ol a ghost. Ami again tho sisters 
embraced, and langlicd and wept by turns. 

*But ye maun gang ii]) wi’ mo to tlie Lodge, 
Effie,’ said Jeanie, ‘and tell me a’ your story. — 

1 liao glide folk there that will make ye weleomo 
for my sake.’ 

‘ hi’a, iia, Jeanie,’ replied her sister sorrow'fully, 
--‘ye hiu‘ forgotten wliat I am - a banished, out- 
lawed eieature, scarce escaped the gal low's by 
your lieiiig the hauldc.st and the best sister that 
ever lived.- -I’ll gao near nano o' your grand 
friends, even if there was nae danger to me.’ 

‘Theic is nae danger- theic shall be nao 
danger,’ said Jeanie eagcily. ‘0, Eflie, dinna 
1)0 willu’ — be gnided for aiiee — we will bo sao 
lia])p^ a’thcgitlKT ! ’ 

‘ I have a’ tho happiness I deserve on this side 
of tho grave, now tliat 1 liae seen you,’ answered 
EHio ; ‘ and whetlier there wore danger to 
mysel’ or no, naehody shall ever say that 1 come 
with my cheat -tho -gallows face to shame my 
sister among her grand friends.’ 

‘I hao nao grand friends,’ said Jeanie; ‘nao 
friends but what are friends of yours — Reuben 
Butler and my father. — 0, unhappy lassie, dinna 
be dour, and turn your back on your ha])piness 
again ! Wc W'unna see another acquaintance. — 
Oome hamc to us, your ain dearest friends — it’s 
better sheltering under an auld hedge than under 
a new-planted wood.' 

‘It’s in vain speaking, Jeanie, — I mann drink 
as I hae brewed. — I am married, and I maun 
follow my husband for better for worse.’ 

‘Married, Efile!’ exclaimed Jeai)ie.<^‘Mis- 
fortunate creature ! and to that awfu’ 

‘Hush, hush,’ said Eflie, clapping one hand 
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oil licr mouth, and io tlip thicket with 

the other ; * ho is yoiidoi.’ 

3ho said this iii a tom" vhioh showed that her 
husband had found nicaus to inspire lior with 
awo, as well as idlcetioii. At this moment a 
man issued Jroni llie ^\o<)d. 

It was young Slauiiton. Even by the imper- 
fect light of the moon, .leanie eould observe that 
lie was handsonndy dressed, and had the air of 
a jierson of rank. 

‘ Kllie,’ ho said, * our time is W’ell-nigh spent — 
the skiff will he aground in the ereek, and 1 dare 
not stay longer. -1 hope your sister will allow 
mo to salute her?* Hut .leanie sliniiik baek 
from him W’ith a feeling of internal ahhorreiiee. 
‘'Well,* he Slid, ‘it does not much signify; if 
you keep uj> tli(‘ feeling of ill-Avill, at h‘ast you do 
not act upon it, and I thank you for your re^jieet 
to my seeret, when a woid ^whieh in your ]>laeo 
1 would liave spoken at oiiee) would have cost me 
my life. lVf»ple say, you sb.oiild keep from the 
wife of your bosom the seeret that eonceiusyour 
neck — my wife and her sister both know mine, 
and I shall not slee]» a wink the less sound.’ 

* Hut are you really mairied to my sister, sir?’ 
asked Jeanie, in great doubt ami anxiety ; for 
the haughty, careless tone in which he spoke 
seemed to justify her w’orst apprclionsions. 

‘ I really am legally niaiTied, and by my own 
name,’ replied Staunton, more gravely. 

‘ And your fatlier —and your ft iends ? ’ 

‘And my father atid my friends must just 
reeoneile themselves to that whieh is done and 
cannot be undone,’ replied Staunton. ‘How- 
ever, it is my inanition, in order to break off 
dangerous eoiine\ions, and to let my friends 
eoiiie to their temper, to CMiiioeal my marriage 
for the present, and stay abroad for some years. 
So that yon will not bear of us for some time, if 
ever you hear of us again at all. It would lie 
dangerous, you must l>e aware, to keeji up the 
eorrcspoiidence ; tor all would guess that the 
husband of thUe was the what shall 1 call 
myself? - the slayer of I’oiteous.* 

Hard-hearted, light mail ! thought .lean ie -to 
what e oliaraeter she lias ciitnisted lier happi- 
ness !— She has sown the wind, uiul nnun leap 
the whirlwind. 

‘Diiina tliiiik ill o’ him,’ said Etlie, hieaking 
away from lier husband, and leading J (‘an ie a stej» 
( r tw'o out of hearing — ‘dinna think rrn/ill o’ 
him— he’s glide to me, Jeanie— as glide as I de- 
serve. -And he is rh termined to gie uj» his had 
(■our.'>es.--Sae, altera', diima gi’ect for Etlie ; she is 
better off than she lias w’rought for.-- Hut you — 
0, you ! — lioweaiiyou be happy eneueli ! never till 
ye get to heaven, wU< re a’ body is a« glide as your- 
w‘l’.— -.leanie, ii’ I liie and thiive, yeahail heai of 
me — it ludjjust toiget tli.it ‘■•e a ereaturc overlived 
to vex ye. — Faio ye wc( . fare — faie ye wcel ! * 

She tore licrself from her sistei’s arms--ie- 
joined her hnsbaml tliey plunged into the 
uopsewood, and she saw them no more. Tlie 
whole scone had the effect of a vision, and she 
oould almost have believed it siieb, but that 
very soon ofter they quilted her, she lus-iid the 
sound of oars, and a skill was seen on the* hrih, 
pulling sw’iftly towards the small smuggling 
sloop which lay in the offing. It wmi on board 
of snoh a Vessel that Effie had embark(Mi at 


Portobello, and Jeanie Jiad no doubt that tlie 
same conveyance was destined, ns St’iuufou had 
hinted, to transport them to a foioign country. 

Altliougli it was impossible to determine 
whether this interview, while it was passing, 
gave more pain or pleasure to Jeanie Doans, yet 
the ultimate iiiipressiou which remained on her 
mind was decidedly favourable. Effie was 
married — made, according to the common 
phrase, an lioiiest \vomaii— that was one main 
point ; it seemed also as if her husbanci wore 
about to abandon the path i.f gross vice in 
whieh lie liad run so long and so desperately — 
that was another. For his fiiiiil anil effectual 
conversion lie did not want understanding, and 
(lod kiiew^ his own lioiir. 

Such were the thoughts with which Jeanie 
<*iulr»avonre{i to console lier anxiety respecting 
her sister’s future foitune. On her arrival at 
the Lodge, she found Archibald in some anxiety 
at her stay, and about to walk out in quest of 
her. A lieadaelu* served as an apology for 
n‘tirmg to rest, in order to eonecal iicr visible 
agitation of mind from her companions. 

J^y this secession also she (‘seajied a scene of a 
diffeient soil. For, as if theie were danger in 
all gigs, wJietlier hy sea or land, tliat of Kiiock- 
duiider had been run dmvn by another boat, an 
accident owing ehieny to the drunkenness of 
the captain, his crew, and passengers. Kiioek- 
dunder, ami two or three guests, whom ho was 
bringing along with him to finish the conviviality 
of the e\ening at the Lodge, got a sound duck- 
ing ; but, being rescued by the erew' of the boat 
whieh endangered them, there W'as no ultimalo 
loss, ex(*epting that of the captain’s laced hat, 
which, greatly to the satisfaction of the High- 
land ])art of the district, as well as to the im- 
provement of the eonforniity of his (>w'n personal 
appearance, he replaced hy a srnait liighland 
honuet m‘\t day. Many were the vehement 
threats of \(‘ng‘'anoe wdiieh, on the* succeeding 
morning, the gi.u*ious Duiiean thiew out against 
the boat which had U])set him ; but as neither 
she, nor the small smuggling vessel to W'hich sh« 
belonged, w’as any longer to he seen in the firth, 
he w'as compelled to sit dowui w’ilh the affront. 
This w'as the iiioro hard, he said, as he was 
as.suredthc mischief was done on pur}i 08 e, thc^o 
scoundrels having lurked about after they had 
lanH(>d every dro]) of brandy and every bag of 
tea they had on board ; and be understood the 
coxswain had been on shore, making }>articular 
iiKjuiries coiiecrning the time wh(‘n his boat W’as 
to cross over, and to return, and so foitb, 

‘Put the neist time they meet me on the firth,* 
said Dunean, with great nuajesly, ‘ I will teach 
the moonlight rapscallions and vagabonds to 
keep their ain side of the road, and pc tamii’d 
to tlierii ! ’ 


CHAPTER XL VI. 

Lord ! who would live turmoilod b a oourti 
And may ciuoy ouch quiet walks as these? 

Shakespsar^ 

Within a reasonable time after Butler was 
safely and comfortably settled in his living, and 



THE HEART OF MW-LOTHIAH 


827 


J<iauio liad taken up her abode at iVuchingoTrer 
with hor father, — the juerkse extent of which 
interval wo request each reader to set tie aeooid- 
ing to his own sense of wliat is decent and proper 
upon the occasion, — and after duo proclamation 
ot banns, and all other formalities, the loiif; 
wooing of this \^orthy pair was ended by tbeir 
union in the holy bunds of matiiinony. On this 
occasion, David Detii stoutly withstood the 
iniquities of pipes, liddles, and iiroTuiseuous 
dancing, to the great wrath of the Captain of 
Knockuunder, who said, if ho ‘had guessed it 
was to ho bic a tamii'd Quakers’ iiK^eting, he 
wad hao seen them iicyont the caiui hel(U‘e ho 
wad hiao darkened their doors.’ 

And so inueh ramom* leniained on the s])irits 
of the gracious Dune.ni upon this oecasion, that 
various ‘picqueerings,’ as David called them, 
took place upon the same and similar to])i(s; 
and it was only in eonso([ueiice of an accidental 
visit of the duke to his Ijodgo at Roscncath, tliat 
they wore put a sto]) to. But u]»on that oeea- 
sion his Grace showed sueli particular respect to 
Mr. and Mis. Butler, and such favour even to 
old David, that Kiiockdunder held it prudent to 
change his course towaids the lattcT. He, in 
future, used to ex pi ess himself anitujg fricuids, 
concerning the minister and his A\ile, as ‘very 
worthy decent folk, just a little o\cr strict in 
their notions ; juit it was pest for tliac plack 
cattle to err on the safe side.’ Aii<l respecting 
David, he ullow'cd that ‘he uas an excellent 
judge of uowte and sheep, and a sensible eneiieh 
carle, an it werena tor liis taiiin’d (^ameronian 
nonsense, whilk it is not w’orih while of a 
blientloman to knock out of an aiild silly licad, 
either by forte of loason or otliciwise.’ So that, 
by avoiding topics ot dispute, the iiersonagcs of 
our talc lived in great gotxl habits with the 
gracious Duncan, only that ho still grie\ed 
David’s soul, and set a peiilons example to the 
congregation, by sometimes bringing his pipe 
to tlie church tluriiig a cold winter day, and 
almost alw'ays sleeiuug during sermon in the 
summer-time. 

Mrs. Butler, wdiom we must no longer, if wv 
con help it, teiiii by the lainiliar name of .leanic, 
brought into the married state the same liini 
miml and allectionate di.s])osilion — the same 
natural and homely good sense, and sjiirit of 
usofiil exertion in a word, all tlio domestic 
good qualities oi which she had given ]»our 
during her maiden lite. Slic did not indeed 
rival Butler in learning ; hut then no woman 
more devoutly venerated the extent of lier 
husband’s emdiiion. She did not ))retend to 
understand liis expositions of divinity; hut no 
minister of the presbyt<'ry had his liundde 
dinner so well aiTangcd, his clotlies and linen 
in equal good order, his fireside w neatly swejd, 
his parlour so clean, and liis books so well 
dusted. 

If he talked to Jeanio of wdiat she did not 
understand — and (for the man was mortal, and 
had* been a schoolmaster) ho sometimes did 
harangue more scholarly and wisely than was 
uooessary— she listened in ])lacid silence ; and 
whenever the point rofeiTcd to common life, and 
was such as came under the ^asp of a strong 
natural understanding, her views wore more 


forcible, and her observations more acute, than 
his own, Jii acquired politeness of maimers, 
wdien it hajipenea that she mingled a liUle in 
siM'iety, Mis. Butler W'as, of course, judged de- 
lieient. Bui then she had that obvious wish to 
oblige, and that real and natural good-breeding 
de])eiidiiig on good sense and good humonr, 
wliieli, joined lo a eoiisidcrablo degree of areh- 
jicss and liveliness of manner, rendered her 
b(‘havioiir necejitable to all with whom she 
was e.illcd uiioii to associate. Notwdtbstaiiding 
her blriet allentioii to all domestic aflairs, she 
always ni>}>eaied the ( lean, wi'll-diessed mistress 
of the hou'-e, never the sov<lid houseliold duulgc. 
AVhcii tom})limented on this oecasion by Duncan 
Knock, w’ho swoie ‘that he thought tin* fairies 
must help her, since her liou‘-e was always clean, 
and nobody ( vei saw an body swet])ing it,’ sbo 
modestly ieplii‘d, ‘That niueli might be dune by 
liming aiH‘’s turns.* 

Diiucan replied, ‘He beartily wdahed slie could 
leach that ait to the luissies at the Tiodge, foi lie 
tonld never discover that tin* Iioum' was washed 
at a’, exeejd now and thin by hi caking bis shins 
over the pail- Cot taiini the jauds ! ’ 

Of lesser matteis tbeie is not occasion to speak 
miieli. It may easily be ht liev cd that the duke’s 
cheese was carefully made, and so graciously 
acee])tc(l, tliat the oflciing became annual. 
Keniemhrances and acknowledgments of past 
favoina vveie sent to Mrs. Bi<*kerton and Mm. 
(iJass, and an amicalde intereoiirsc niaiiilaiued 
from time to time witli those two respectable 
and benevolent peisons. 

It is especially ueeessaiy to mention that, in 
the course of live yenis, lilr.-* Butler had three 
diildien, two boys and a giil, all stout, healthy 
babes of grace, fair -haired, blue -eyed, and 
stiong-limbed. The boys were named David and 
Jlenben, an onler of nonienelatnro whicli was 
much to the salisfaef ion of the old iiei’O of the 
Goveiiant ; and the gill, b^ her motbei’s special 
desire, was eliristenecl Eiqilieiiiia, ratliir contiary 
to the wish both of her father and liusband, 
who nevertheless loved Mrs. Butler too well, and 
were too imieh indebted to her for tlieir hours of 
hapiiiiiess, to withstand any request whieli she 
made with eainestiiess, and as a giatiliealion to 
herself. But from some feeling, I know not of 
what kind, the child was never dislinguished by 
tlie name of Eflie, but by tlio abbreviation of 
Femie, which in HeotLind is equally commonly 
ajqdied to ])ersona called Eiiphemia. 

In this state of quiet and unostentatious en- 
joyment, there were, besi<les the ordinary rubs 
and lulHes which disturb even the most uniform 
life, two things which ^lartioularly chequered 
Mrs. Butler’s hapi>inesa. ‘Without these,’ sho 
oaid to our informer, ‘her life would have bocii 
but too happy; and perhaps,’ she added, ‘she 
had need of some crosses in this world to remind 
her that there was a better to come behind it.’ 

The first of these related to certain polemical 
skirmishes betwixt her father and her husband, 
wdiich, notwithstanding the mutual respect and 
affection they entertained for each other, and th«ir 
great love for her — notwithstanding, also, their 
general agreement in strictness, and even severity, 
of Presbyterian principle — often threatened un- 
pleasant weather between them, David Deans, 
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as our readers must bo aware, was sufficiently 
opinionative and intractable, and having pre- 
vailed on himself to become a member of a 
kirk -session under tho Jilstablislied Church, he 
felt doubly obliged to evince that, in so doing, 
he had not compromised any wliit of his former 
professions, either in practice* or principle. Now 
Mr. Butler, doing all credit to his father-in-law’s 
motives, was fretiucntly of opinion that it were 
better to drop out of inoinory ])oiuts of division 
and separation, and to act in the manner most 
likely to attract and unite all lurtics who were 
serious in religion. Aloreo ver, ho was not i)lcased , 
as a man and a scholar, to bo always dictated to 
by his unlettered father-in-law ; and as a clergy- 
man, he did nut think it lit to seem for ever 
under the thumb of an elder of his own kirk- 
session. A proud but liouest thought carried 
his opposition lum and then a little liirther than 
it would othcr)\ise have gone. ‘ My brethren,’ 
he said, ‘ will supjioso 1 am flattering and con- 
ciliating tlio old man for the sake of liis succes- 
sion, if I defer and give way to him on every 
occasion ; and, besides, there are many on which 
I neither can nor will cousciciitiouslvyield to his 
notions. I cannot be persecuting old women lor i 
witches, or ferreting out matter of scandal among 
the young ones, which might otherwise have I 
remained concealed.' 

From this difl’erciiee of opinion it happened 
that, in many oases of nicety, such as in owning 
certain defections, and failing to t(‘s1ify against 
certain backslidings of the tim(‘, in not always 
severely tracing fbrth little matters of scandal 
clamosny which David called a loosen- 
ing of the reins of discipline, and in failing to 
demand clear testimonies in other ]>oinls of con- 
troversy, whieli had, as it WTre, di jfted to leeward 
with the change of times, Butler incurred tho 
censure of his fatlier-in-law ; and fiomctimes tho 
disputes betwixt them became eager and almost 
unfriendly. In all such eases Mrs, Butler was 
a mediating spirit, who endeavoured, by the 
alkaline smoothness of her ov/ii disposition, to 
neutralize the acidity of theological controversy. 
To the complaints of both she lent an un- 
prciudiced and attentive car, and sought always 
rather to excuse than absolutely to defend the 
other jiarty. 

She reminded her father that Butler had not 
‘liij experience of the auhl and v/rastling times, 
when folk W'ere gifted wi’ a far look into eternity, 
to make uj) for the oj)i)rcs.sious whilk they .suffered 
here below in time. She freely allowed that many 
devout ministers and professors in times past had 
enjoyed downright revelation, like the lilessed 
Poden, and Luudie, and ('aineron, and Reiiwick, 
and John Caird the tinkler, wha entered into the 
secrets, and Klizabeth M» h il. Lady Culross, wha 
prayed in her bed, surro'iiided by a great many 
Christians in a large room, in whilk it was placed 
on purpose, and tli it ibr thne Jiours’ time, wnth 
wonderful assistance ; and Lady Robertland, 
whilk got six sure outgates of giace, and iiioxiy 
other in times past ; and of a specialty, Mr. John 
flerimgeour, minister of Kinghoni, who, having 
a Moved child sick to death of the crewels, was 
to expostulate with his Maker with such 
impatience of displeasure, and corn plaining so 
that at length it was said unto him, 


that he was heard for this time, but that he 
was requested to use no such boldness in time 
coiiiing ; so that when he returned ho found the 
child sitting up in the bed halo and fair, with 
all its wounds closed, afid 6U}>piiig its purritch, 
whilk babe ho had left at the time of death. 
But though these things niigJit be true in these 
needful times, she contended that tliose ministers 
who had not seen such vouclisehid and especial 
mercies, w’cre to seek tlieir.iulo in tho rccoids of 
aneient times; and Lhcicloie Reuben was carofu’ 
both to search tho Scriptures and the books 
written by wise and good men of ohl ; and some- 
times ill this way it wad hapjien that twa precious 
saints might pu’ sundry vv ise, like twa cows riving 
at the same hayband.’ 

To this David used to reply, with a sigh, 'All, 
hinny, Ihou kenn’st little o’t ; but that saam 
John Scrimgoour, that blew open tho gates of 
heaven as an it had been w i’ a sax-puiid cannon- 
ball, used devoutly to wish that most part of 
books were burnt, except the Bible. Reuuen’s a 
glide lad and a kind — 1 liavc aye allowed tliat ; 
but as to bis not allowing impiiry anent tho 
scandal of Marjory Kittlesidos and Rory Mae- 
liaiid, under ])reteiieo that they have southcred 
sill wi* maniage, it’s clear agaue the Christian 
discipline o’ the kirk. And then there’s Ailie Mae- 
Clure of Deei>heugL, that practises her abomina- 
tions, spacing folks’ fortunes vv i’ egg-shells, and 
mutton-banes, and ilreamsand divinations, whilk 
is a scandal to ony Christian laud to suffer sic a 
wretch to live ; and I’ll up! mud that, in a’ judi- 
catures, civil or ecclesiastical.’ 

' I daresay ye are very right, father,’ w'as the 
general stylo of Jeanic’s siiswei ; ‘but ye maun 
eome down to the manse to j’^our dinner tho day. 
The bits o’ bairns, imir things, aie wearying to 
see their luekie dau ; and Iteulien never sleeps 
wcel, nor I neither, when you and he hao liad 
ony bit outea.st.’ 

‘Nac outcast, Jeanio ; God forbid 1 suld cast 
out wi’ tliec, or aught that is dear to thee ! ’ 
And ho put on his Sunday’s coat, and came to 
the manse accordingly. 

With her husliand, Mis. Butler had a more 
direct eoiieilfatoiy ju'ocess. Reuben had tho 
utmost res])Cf’t for the old man’s motives, and 
alfectioii for his |)(*rsmi, as well as gratitude for 
his early fricudshij). So that, upon any such 
occasion of accidental irritation, it w^as only 
necessary to remind him wdih delicacy of lus 
father in-law’s age,or}jiB scanty education, sti'ong 
prejudices, and family distresses. The least of 
these considerations always inclined Butler to 
measures of conciliation, in so far as ho could 
accede to them without compromising principle ; 
and thus our sim])lc and unpretending heroine 
had tlie merit of those ]»eaceraakors, to whom it 
is pronoimeed as a benediction, that they' shall 
inherit tho earth. 

Tlic second crook in Mrs. Butler’s lot, to use 
the language of her father, was tho distressing 
( ircurnstaiice, that she had never heard of her 
sister’s safety, or of tho circumstances in which 
she found herself, lliough betwixt four and five 
years liad elapsed since they had parted on tho 
beach of the island of Rosencatn. Frequent 
intercourse was not to be expected— not to bo 
dosirod, perhaps, in their rdative aitoations; 
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but £fBd hod {>ronii86d tliat, if she lived and 
prospered, her sister should hear from her. She 
must then be no more, or sunk into some abyss 
of misery, since she had never redeemed her 
pledge. Her silence seemed strange and por- 
tentous, and wrung irom Jeanie, who (‘oiild never 
forget the early years ol theii- inliinacy, the most 
painful anticipation roTLocrning her late. At 
length, however, the Mil was drawn aside. 

One day, as the Captain of Xuockdundcr liad 
called in at the inapso, on his return iroin some 
busiiicss in the Highland part of the parish, and 
had been accommodated, accoi'ding to his spci'ial 
request, with a mixture (if milk, brandy, hom'y, 
and water, which he said Mrs. Butler compounded 
‘petter than ever a ■woman in Scotland,’- for, in 
all innocent matters, she studied the taste of 
every one around her,— he said to Butler, ‘By 
the py, minister, I liave a letter here either for 
your canny pody of a wife or you, which I got 
when I was last at (rlaseo ; the postage comes to 
fourpence, which you may either ])ay mo forth- 
with, or give mo tooble or quits in a hit at 
I>aokoammon.’ 

The playing at backgammon and draughts had 
been a fre(|uent amusement of Mr. Whaek bairn, 
Butler’s principal w’hen at Liberton school. The 
minister, therefore, still ))i(pied himself on his 
skill at both games, and oceasionally practisc^d 
them, as strictly eanoiiieal, alt hough David Deans, 
whose notions of eveiy kind were more rigorous, 
used to shake his he.id, and groan grievously, 
when he espied the tables lying in tbo parlom, 
or the ehildron playing wdtli the dice Ixixes or 
backgammon men. lnd(*(*d, Mrs. Butler was 
somoHmes chidden for i emoviugtheso implcmentvS 
of pastime into s<mie closet or ecirner out of sight. 
*Let them be where they are, .leaiiic,’ would 
Butler say uj)on such occasions ; ‘ I am not 
conscious of followu'iig lliis, or any otlicr trilling 
relaxation, to the interruption of my more serious 
studies, anfl still more serious duties. 1 will Hot, I 
therefore, have it suiiposed that I am indulging 
by stealth, and against my i oiisciciice, in an 
amusement which, using it so little as I do, I 
may W'ell practise openly, and without any ch(<'k 
of mind — conscirc sibij Jeaiiie, that is my 
motto ; which sigiiifie.s, my love, the honest and 
open eonfideiiee which a man ought to entertain 
Wien he is acting openly, and without any sense 
of doing wTong.’ 

Such being Butler’s humour, he aecoj)led ihe 
captain’s detiaiice to a 1woj)?*nny hit at haek- 
gammon, and handed the letter to his wif^, 
observing the ]K‘st-maik was York, but if it 
came from her friend Mrs. Bickerton, she liad 
considerably imju'oved her handwTiting, whicli 
was uncommon at her years. 

Leaving the gentlemen to their game, Mrs, 
Butler went to order sometliing for supi)er, for 
Captain Duncan liad proposed kindly to stay the 
night with them, and then carelessly broke o])en 
her letter. It was not from Mrs. Biekerton ; 
and, after glancing over the first few lines, she 
soon found it necessary to retire to her own bed- 
room, to read the document at leisure. 




CHAPTER XLVJI, 

JIappy thou art ! then happy be, 

Nor envy me my lot; 

Thy hai)py ‘•late 1 envy thee, 

And pcnitful cot. 

Lady C'hakloite Campbell. 

Tm: letter, whidi Mrs. Butler, when retired 
into li(‘r own a])aiiinent, peiused with anxious 
wonder, was ccitaiiily Iroin Etlic, although it 
had no otlici signatuic than the lctt(T E.; and 
although the oiHiography, stylo, and pcuinan- 
sliip wtie very far su])e]ior not only to anything 
which Ellie could ])iDdueo, who, though a lively 
gill, had ])ocii a remarkably eaiclcss scholar, but 
cv(‘ii to her inoio considciatc sister’s owm })Owers 
of composition and cxpiossion. Tb(‘ manuscript 
was a lair Italian band, tliough somotbing stilf 
and constrained- tlie sjx'lling and the diction 
that of a person who h.id been accustomed to lead 
good composition, and miv in good society. 

The tenor of the letter was as lollow'S : — 

‘My DicAunsT Srs'inn, — At many risks I 
venture to write to you, to iiifium you tliat I am 
still alive, and, as to worldly situation, that I 
lank higher than I (ionld exi>ect or merit. If 
wealth, and distinction, and an iKmourablc rank, 
(onld make a woman ha]>])y, 1 have them all ; 
but you, J<*:inic, whom the world might think 
placed far beneath me in all these respects, are 
jar happier than I am. 1 have had means of 
hearing of your wolfuio, my deaiesl Jeanic, from 
time to time I think I should have broken iny 
heart otlu'rwisc. 1 have leaniod with great 
deasuro of your increasing family. We have not 
)eeii worthy of Huch a blessing; two infants have 
been siu'ccssivcly icinoved, and wo are now child-’ 
less — Cod's will be done * But if w c bad a child, 
it would }»erhaps dhert him fiom the gloomy 
thoughts which make him terrible to himself and 
others. Yet do not let mo frighten you, Jeanio ; 
he continues to be kind, and I am lar better off 
than I deserve. You will wonder at my better 
scholarship ; but w^lien 1 w'ns abroad, 1 had the 
best tea(‘hers, and I worked hard, bccauso my 
jirogrcss jdeased him. He is kind, Jeanie, only 
he has mncli to disircss Ijim, esj)e(*ially when ho 
looks baekw'ard. 'Wlieii I look backward myself, 

I have ahvays a jay of comfort: it is hi the 
generous coiidiiet of a sister, w ho forsook me not 
when I was foisakeu by every one. You have 
liad your leward. You live happy in the esteem 
and jovc of all who know you, and 1 drag on 
the life of miserable impostor, indebted for Iho 
marks of regard I receive to a tissue of deceit and 
lies, wdiicli the slightest accident may unravd. 
He has producc^d mo to his hiends, since the 
estate o^jcuod to him, as a daughter of a Scotch- 
man of rank, banished on account of the Viscouut 
of Dundee’s wars— that is, our Fr’s old friend 
Clavers, you know — and ho says I was educated 
in a Scotch convent ; indeed, I lived in such a 
place dong enough to enable me to support thfs 
character. But when a couni ryman approaches 
me, and bemns to talk, as they all do, of the 
various famuies engaged in Dundee’s affair, and 
to make inquiries into my connections, and when 
I m his eye bent on juipc ^vitb wb an exprea- 
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fibu of agony, my terror brings me to the very 
risk of dotootioii. Good-uaturo and politeness 
have hitherto saved jne, as they prevented people 
from pressing on me witli distressing questions. 
But how long- 0 how long, will this be the case ! 
— And if I Tning this disgrace on him, he will 
hate mo — he will kill me, ior as much as lie loves 
me ; he is as jealous of his family honour now, as 
ever ho was eareless about it. I have been in 
England four mouths, and have often thought of 
wiitiug to you ; and yet, sueli aj-e the dangers 
that niiglit arise from an intereejiled letter, that 
I have hitherto forboine. But now 1 am obliged 
to run tho risk. Last week 1 saw your great 
friend, tho 1 ). of A. lie eame to my box, and 
sat by mo ; and something in the j)lay jmt him 
in mind of you. — Oraeious Hea\en ! he told ov«r 
your whole Lond^m journey to all who w'*ie in 
the box, but particularly to tlu* W'retehed eieatiiio 
who was the oceasion of it all. if lie had known 
— if ho could have (‘oneeived, beside whom he 
was sitting, and to whom the story was told ♦ — 
I suffered with eoiiragt‘, like an Indian at tlie 
stake, wliilc they are umding his fibres and lioiing 
his eyes, and wdiile be smiles a]>planse at each 
well-irnagined eontrivaneo of his tortiireiN. Jt 
W'as too much for mo at last, Jeanie — I f.iinted ; 
and my agony was imputed jiartly to the lieat 
of the plaee, and partly to my extreme seiisi- 
liility ; and, hyjioenteall over, 1 eiieoiiiaged both 
o]iinious— ^anything but discovery 1 Luckily, //r 
was not there. But the incident has more alarms, 

1 am obliged to meet >our great man often; ami 
he seldom sees mo without talking E. D. ami 
J. D., and It. H. and D. I)., as jiersoiis in whom 
my amiable sensibility is interested. Aly amiable 
sensibility ! ! ! — And then tlie eiuel tone of light 
indiffeiencc with which persons in the fasliionable 
world 8])edk together on the most atfecting sub- 
jects 1 To hear luy guilt, my folly, my agony, 
the foibles and weaknesses of iii) tiiemls- -even 
your heroic exertions, Jeanie, spoken ot in the 
drolling stylo whieli is the juvsent tone in fashion- 
able life— Searee all that I formerly enduied is 
equal to this state of irritation — then it was 
hfows and stabs — now' it is ]ijiekiijg to death 
with needles and jiiiis. — >ire-I mean tlie D. - 
goes down next month to spend the shuoting- 
season in Scotland — ho says, he makes a point 
of always dining one day at the manse— lie on 
your guard, ami do not betra^ yourself, should 
hemeution mo. — Y oiii self, alas ’ 7/o?/ liavonothing 
to betray— nothing to fear; yoii, the iniic, tlie 
virtuous, the heroine of unslaiiied faith, un- 
blemished purity, wb.it eaii you have to fear 
from tho w’oild or its pioiidcst iniiuoius^ It L 
B> whose life is onee nioie in 30111’ hands -it is 
E. whom you aio to s,iv» fiom being jilueked of 
her borrowed pluims, (bv’ovtred, bi.imled, ami 
tfodden dow'n, first by bim, piuliajia, who has 
r«ised her to this diz/y junnaele !- The enclosure 
will reach yon twice a-year- do not refuse it— it 
IS out of my own allow'jince, and may bo twice as 
mucli when you want it. With you it may do 
good — ^With mo it iie\cr can. 

' Write to me soon, Jeanie, or I shall leiuain 
in the agonizingapprehension that this has inlleu 
iuto wrong hands. — Address binqJy lo L. M., 
tinder cover to the Reverend Qoorgo AVliiteroso, 
"'te the Mwetor-Olose, York. Ho thinks I corre- 


spoiid with some of my noble Jacobite relations 
wlio are in Scotland. How high*ohurch and 
Jacobi tical zeal would burn in his cheeks, if he 
knew' ho W'as the agent, noi of Euphemia Setoun, 
of the honourable house of Winton, but of K. D., 
<laiigliler of a Camerouiau cowfeeder !— Jeanie, 1 
can laugh yet sometimes— but God protect you 
from such mirth. — Aly father — I mean your 
lather— w'ould say it W’as like the idle crackling 
(d Ihonm ; but flic 1 horns kee]) {heir poignancy, 
they remain nncoii.sumod. Farew'ell, my dearest 
Jeanie.— Do not show this even to Mr. Butler, 
iiiU(‘h less to any one else, 1 have every respect 
for him, but liia jirim ijdos are over strict, and 
my ease w'ill not emliiie severe handling, — 1 rest 
your alfeetioiiate sister, E.* 

In this long letter there wa.s much to surprise 
as well as to di dress IMrs. Butler. That Effic— ^ 
her .sister Kllie— should bo mingling freely iu 
satiety, and ujqiaieritl}' on not unequal terms, 
w ith the Duke of Arg3'le, sounded like something 
so extraoidinaiy, that she even doubted if she 
read truly. Nor wms it less marvelhms, that, in 
the sjiiiee of four ycais, her education should have 
made .sncli progress. Jeani»''s humility readily 
I allowed tli.it Kllio liad alway.s, w'heii she chose 
it, been smarter at lier book than she herself 
W'as, but fhon she w'as leiy idle, ami, upon the 
whole, had made much less jirolicieiiey. Ixivc, 
or fear, or necessity, however, liad proved an 
able stlioolmistress, and completely sup])lied all 
hei defii’iem ic’s. 

What JiMiiio least liked in the tone of the 
letter, was a smothered degree of egoti.sm 'Wo 
,slioul<l have licard little about hei,’ said Jeanie 
to herself, 'hut that she was (eared tho duke 
might come to learn wha she was, and a’ about 
her }mir Irii'iids liere ; hut Eflic, piiir thing, aye 
looks her aiii way, and folk that do that think 
mail o’ themselves than of their neighbours. — I 
am no clear about keeiiing her siller,’ she added, 
taking up a £r)0 note w hich had fallen out of tho 
paper to the floor. ‘ We hae eneiieli, and it looks 
unco like Iheftboot, or husJi-iiioney, as they ca’ 
it ; slio might hae I’ceii sure that I wad say nae- 
tliiug wad harm licr, tor a’ the gowd in Luunoii, 
And I maun tell the miiiislcr about it. I dinim 
see that she suld lie sae feared for her aiu honnio 
bargain o’ a gudemari, ami that I shouklna 
reverence Mr. Jhitler jii'-t as much ; and sae I’ll 
e’en tell liini, whc^i that li])pliiig body the cap- 
tain has ta’cn boat in the morning. — But 1 
wonder at my aiii stale of mind,’ she added, 
tui’niiig b.’iek, after she had made a step or tw'o 
to the door to join the gentlemen ; ‘surely I am 
no sic a lule as to he angry lliat Kffle’s a braw 
lady, w'liilc 1 am only n minister’s wife ? — and 
et I am as petted as a bairn, when I should 
less God, that has n’decnicd her from shame, 
and povert V, and guilt, as ow'cr likely she might 
hae been iiluiiged into.’ 

Sitting dow'n upon a stool at the foot of the 
bed, she folded her arms upon her Ikikoih, aayiijg 
w ilhin herself, ‘ From this place will I not rise 
till T am in a better frame of iniml ; ’ and so 
])laeod, by dint of tearing tho veil from tho 
motives of licr little temporary spleen against 
her sister, she com polled nerself to be ashamed 
of them/ancl to view as blessings, tko advantages 
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of her sister’s lot, while its embarrassments were 
the necessary consequences of errors long since 
committed. And thus she fairly vanquished the 
feeling of pique which she naturally enough 
entertained, at seeing Eilic, so long tlie object of 
her care and her pity, soar suddenly so high 
above her in life, as to reckon amongst the chief 
objects of her appreh ‘isioii the risk of their 
relationship being discovered. 

When this unwonted burst of nmmr propre 
was thoroughly subdued, she walked down to the 
little parlour where the gent loineii were finishing 
their ^mo, and heard from the captain a con- 
firmation of the nows intimated in her letter, 
that the Duke of Argylo was shortly exnccted at 
Koseneath. 

‘lie’ll find plenty of inooi -fowls and ])lack- 
cock on the moois of Aucliingowor, and he’ll jm* 
nae doubt for taking a late dinner, and a 2 )ed at 
the manse, as ho has done ])cforc now.’ 

‘lie has a glide right, captain,’ said Jeanie. 

‘Toil ane ])otter to ony ped in tlie kintra,* 
answered the captain. ‘ And yo had potter tell 
your father, puir l)o<ly, to get his beasts a’ in 
order, and put his tamn’d Cameronian iionsens.o 
out o’ his head for twa or tliree days, il‘ he can 
pfl so opliging ; for fan 1 sj)cak to him ajjont 
2 )ruto pestial, he answers me out o’ the Pible, 
wlulk Ls not using a shonflcman weel, unless it 
be a person of j^emr cloth, Mr. Pufler.’ 

No one understood better than Jeanie the merit 
of the soft answer wliicli tuructli aiuiv wrath ; 
and she only smiled, and liopc'd that Iiis (Iraee 
would find everything tliat was under her father’s 
care to his entire satisfaction. 

But the captain, mIxo had lost the iiholo post- 
age of the letter at b.i( kgammoii, w'as in the 
pouting mood not unusual to losers, and whiih, 
says the proverb, must he allowed to them. 

'And, Master Puller, tliougli \ou know I 
never meddle with the things of your kirk- 
sossions, yet I must pc allowed to siiy that 1 will 
not bo jdeased to allow Ailic MacClure of Deep- 
licugh to be poonished as a witch, in respect she 
only 8i)acs fortunes, and docs not lame, or plind, 
or j)e(Ievil njiy i)er.sons, or couj) cadgers’ carts, or 
ony sort of iiiisehief ; put only tolls peo])lo gocsl 
fortunes, as aiiout our })oats killing so many 
seals and doug- fishes, -whilk is very iJeasant to 
hoar.* 

‘The woman,’ said Butler, ‘is, I believe, no 
witch, but a cheat ; and it isi only on that head 
that she is summoned to the kiik-session, to 
cause her to desist in future from piactising lier 
impostures upon ignorant jiersons.^ 

‘ I do not know,’ rc])lied the gracious Duncan, 
'what her practices or postures arc, ])ut I pclioie 
that if the poys take hould on her to duck her 
in the Clachaii purn, it will bo a very sorry 
practice — and I pelievc, moreover, that if J 
come in thirdsman among you at the kirk- 
sessions, you will 1)6 all in a tamn’d pad 2 )osturo 
indeed.’ 

"IWthout noticing this threat, Mr. Butler re- 
plied, ‘That he had not attended to the risk of 
ill-usage which the poor woman might undeigo 
at the hands of the rabble, and that ho would 
give her the necessary admonition in private, 
instead of bringing her before the assembled 
session.’ 


"this,’ Duncan said, ‘was speaking like a 
reasonable snentloman ; ’ and so the evening 
passed peaceably off. 

Next morning, after the captain had swallowed 
his morning draught of Aiholo brose, and de- 
paited in his eoacli-aiid-six, Mrs. Butler anew 
deliberated upon coniiuunicaling to her husband 
Im* sister’s letter. But she was deterred b 3 ’^ the 
recollcctioii that, in doing so, she would unveil 
to liim the whole of a du'adful secret, of which, 
perhaps, his public chai.ictfi niight render him 
an unfit depositaiy. Buthi .iluady htul reason 
to believe tli.it Ellie had eloped wiih that same 
Robertson ivho li.ad been a leader in the Portoous 
mob, and who lay under sentence of death for 
the robbeiy at Kiikealdj'. But he did not know 
his identity with (Icorge* Stdunton, a man of 
birth and iortune, who had now a]»p.iicntly re- 
assumed his natural lank in society. Jeanie had 
j respected Staunton’s own confession as sacred, 

I and upon rollection she eoiisideied the letter of 
I her sister as equally so, and resolved to meiitioii 
the contents to no one. 

On rcpejiising the letter, .she eonld md help 
observing tlie st.iggering and nnsatisfaetory eoii- 
ditioii ot those who ha\o risen to clistinetion by 
iindiio jwths, ainl tlie outworks .md bulwarks of 
fiction and falsehoorl, bv w liieh they are under 
the noro^^ily of surrouutling and defending tlieir 
jireearioiis advantages. But sli(* ^^a9 not called 
ujion, fcho thought, to unvrfil her sister’s original 
history— it wcaild restore no light to any one, 
for she was usuriiing none- it would only destroy 
her happiness, and degrade her in the public 
estimation. Il.id she been wise, Jeanie thought 
she w'oiild have (diosen s(‘eliisioii and privacy, in 
place of public life and gaiety; but the power 
of ehoieo iniglit not be hers. The money, she 
thought, eould not lie returned without her 
seeming h.aughty and unkind. She resolved, 
therefore, u])on leeonsideiing this point, to em- 
ploy it as occasion should serve, (uther in educat- 
ing her children better than her own means 
could compass, or for their lulure portion. Her 
sister had enough, was slroiigly bound to assist 
Jeanie by any iiieans in lur ]iower, and the 
arrangement was so n.Ttural and proper, that it 
ought not to be dcelined out of fastidious or 
romantic delbruy Jf.inie accordingly WTote to 
her sister, aekuow lodging her letter, and request- 
ing to hear from lier as often as she could. In 
entering into hci ow’ii little details of iiow'S, 
chiefly i’«\s])ccting douicstic affairs, sho experi- 
enced a single vacillation of ideas ; for sometimes 
she apologized for ni^utioning things unworthy 
tlio notice of a lady of rank, and then recollected 
that everything which roncerned her should be 
liiterestiiig to EfBc. Her letter, under the cover 
of Mr. Whiterose, sho committed to the posf- 
ofJieo at Dlasgow, by the intervention of a 
parishioner who had business at that city. 

Tlic next week brought the duke to Roseiicklb, 
and shortly afterwards he intimated his inten- 
tion of sporting in the.ir neighbourhood, and 
taking his hod at the manse ; an honour which 
ho had once or twice done to its inmates on 
former occasions. 

Effie proved to bo perfectly right in her 
anticipations. TJie duke hud hardly set himself 
dQ^y^l at Mrs. Butler's right liand, and- taken 
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DpCkQ himaelf the task of carving the excellent 
' OAni^cZoor chucky, ' which had been selected as 
the high dish upon this honourable occasion, 
before lie liegaii to sneak of Lady Staunton of 
Willingham, in Liiicoliisliirc, and the great noise 
which her wit and iJcaiity made in London. For 
much of this J('anie 'vas, in some measure, pre- 
pared — but Kdio’s wit ' that would never ha\e 
entered into her iniaginatiou, being ignorant 
how exactly laillery in the higher lank resembles 
ilipj>anoy among tlieir inferiors. 

‘She has been tlio ruling belle— the blazing 
star — the universal toast of the winter,* said the 
duke ; ‘and is really the most beautiful creature 
tliat ivas seen at court iii)on the birthday.* 

The birthday! and at rouit ! — Jeanio was 
annihilated, remembering well her own presenfa- 
lion, all its extraordiiiaiy ciroumsLaiiccs, and 
particularly the eaiiso of it. 

‘ I mention this lady paitieiilaily to you, Mrs. 
Butler,* said the duke, ‘because she has s(»mc- 
thing in the sound of her voice, and east of her 
countenance, that reminded me ot you— not wdien 
you look so pale, though — ^yoii liave ovci -fatigued 
yourself — you must pledge mo in a glass ot 
W’inc.* 

She did so, and Butler observed, ‘ It w'as 
dangerous flattery in his (Jrace to tell a poor 
minister’s wife that she was like a couit-beauty.* 

‘Oho, Mr. Butler,’ said the duke, ‘ I find you 
are growing jealous ; hut it’s rather too late in 
the day, for you know^ liow long I liavc admiied 
your wife. But seriously, theie is betwixt them 
one of those inexplicable likenesses which we see 
in countenances, that do not otherwise re.scmble 
each other.* 

*Tho perilous iiart of tho compliment has 
flown off,* thought Mr. Butler. 

His wife, feeling tho awkwardness of silence, 
forced herself to say, ‘That, ])ciliaps, the lady 
might be her eonntr} woman, and tlie language 
might have made some rcseinhlaiice.’ 

‘ You are <jnite i ight,* replied the dnke, ‘ She 
is a Siioteliwoman, and sjxaks wutli a Scotch 
accent, and now and then a piovincial wwd 
drops out so prettily, that it is (piite Doric, Mr. 
Butler.’ 

‘I should have thought,’ .said tlie elcrgy.nan, 
‘that would hav^e sounded vulgar in (he great 
city ’ 

‘Not at all,’ replied the duke;* ‘you must 

S ose it is not the l)ioad, com sc Scotch that is 
on in the Cow’^gate of JCdmhnrgh, or in the 
(Jorbals. Tliis latly lia« been very little in 
Scotland, in fact sbe was educated in a convent 
abroad, and &i)eaks that pnie court-Scotch, which 
was common in my younger days ; but it is so 
generally disused now% tli it it sounds like a dif- 
ferent dialect, enliiel} dntinct from oiir modern 


Notwithstanding her an\iet\, Jeaiiie could 
JlOt help admiring w'ithin herself, how flio most 
oorreot judges of life and manners can be imposed 
on by their owm preconceptions, while the duke 
proboeded thus : ‘ She is of the uiifoi tunaf e house 
of Winton, I believe ; but, being bied abionl, she 
WliWoJ the opportunity of learning lier own 
and was obliged to mo for informing 
Jmt tVt aho most certainly come of the Sotons 
M Wjodjsoui, £ wish you could hare &eeu how 


I prettily she blushed at her own ignorance. 
I Amidst her noble and elegant manners, there is 
now and then a little touch of bashfulness and 
conventual rusticity, if I n^ay call it so, that 
makes her quite enchanting. You see at once 
tlio rose that had bloomed untouched amid the 
chaste precincts of the cloister, Mr. Butler.* 

True to the hint, Mr. Butler failed not to start 
with his 

‘ Ut flos in septis secretus nascitur hortis/ etc., 

while his wife could hardly persuade herself that 
all tliis was spoken of Kfiie Deans, and by so 
competenf a judge as the Duke of Argylo ; and, 
liad she been acquainted with OatulTus, would 
have thought the fortunes of her sister had re- 
versed the whole passage. 

She was, liowe^ or, determined to obtain some 
indemnification fur the anxious feelings of the 
moment, by gaming all tho iiitelligoncosne could ; 
and thorclore ventured to make some inquiry 
about the husband of the lady his Grace admired 
so much. 

‘He is very rich,* replied tho duke; ‘of an 
ancient family, and has good manners : hut he 
is far from being such a geneial favourite as his 
wdfe. Some people say he can be very pleasant 
— I neicr saw him so ; but should rather judge 
him reserved, and gloomy, and capricious. Ho 
w'as very wild in his youth, they say, and has had 
health ; yet he is a good-looking man enough — 
a great mend of your Lord High Commissioner 
ot the Kirk, Mr. Butler.* 

‘ Then ho is the friend of a very worthy and 
honourable nobleman,’ said Butler. 

‘Does he admire his lady as much as other 
jieople do ^ * said Jeanie, in a low voice. 

‘ Who— Sir (loorgc ? They say he is very fond 
of her,’ said the duke ; ‘but I observe she trembles 
a little A^hen he fives liis eye on her, and that 
is no good sign.- But it is strange liow I am 
haunted by this resemblance of youA to Lady 
Staunton, in look ami tone of voice. One would 
almost swear you were sisters.’ 

Jeanie’s distress became iineoiitrollablo, and 
beyond concealment. The Duke of Argyle was 
much disturbed, good naturedly ascribing it to 
his having unwittingly recalled to her lemem- 
hranco her family misfortunes. He w'as too well- 
bred to attempt to apologize ; but hastened to 
change the subject, and arrange certain points of 
dispute which had oecurred betwixt Duncan of 
Knock and tho minister, acknowledging that his 
worthy substitute w'as sometimes a little too 
obstinate, as w^dl as too energetic, in hifi execut- 
ive measures. 

Mr. Butler admitted his general merits ; but 
said, ‘ Ho would presume to ajiply to the w^orthy 
gentleman the words of tho jioot to Mamicinus 
Asinius, 


Manu- 


Non belle uteris in joco atque vino.' 

The discourse being thus turned on parish 
business, nothing further occurred that* can 
interest tho reader. 
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CffAPTE/i XL VI II. 

Upon my head they placed a frultles*} crown, 
And put H barren bccptie in my gripe, 

Thence to be wrench'd with an unlineal hand, 
No &on of mine succeeding. 

Maculth. 


Afteh this period, hut under tlio most strict 
precautions against discovery, the sisters corre- 
sponded occasionally, exchanging letters about 
twice every year. Those of Lady Staunton spoke 
of her husband’s health and sjuiits as being 
deplorably uncertain ; her own seemed also to be 
sinking, and one of the topics on wJiich sbo most 
frequently dwelt was their want ol iamily. Sii 
George Staunton, always \iolent, liad taken some 
aversion at the next heir, whom ho sus]jcctcd of 
having irritated his friends against hiin during 
his absence ; and he declared he would bequeath 
"Willingham and all its lands to an hospital, ore 
that fetch-and-carry tell-tale should inherit an 
aero of it. 

‘Had ho but a ebild,* said llio unfortunate 
- wife, *or had that luckless infant survived, it 
would be some motive for living and for exertion. 
But Heaven has denied us a blessing w'hich we 
have not deserved.* 


Such complaints, in varied form, but turning 
fre<jueutly on the same topic, filled the letters 
which passed from the spacious but melaivdioly 
halls of Willingham, to the (jiiici and hanpy 
parsonage at Knoc'ktarlitie. Years meanwliilo 
rolled on amid these fruitless repinings. John, 
Duke of Argylo and Green wicli, died in the year 
1743, universally lamented, but by none more 
than by the Butlers, to whom his benevolence 
had been so distinguished, lie was succeeded 
by his brother, Duke Archibald, with whom they 
had not the same intimacy, hut who continued 
the protection wdiich his brother had extended 
towards them. This, indceiL became more neces- 
sary than ever ; for, after the breaking out and 
suppression of the rebellion in 1745, the peace 
of tlie country adjacent to the Highlands was 
considerably efisturbed. Marauders, or men that 
had been driven to that desperate mode of life, 
quartered thoiiisclves in the fastnesses nearest to 
the Lowlands, wdiich w'cro their seono of plunder ; 
and there is scarce a glen in the romantic and 
now peaceable Highlands of Perth, Stirling, and 
Dumrartonshire, where one or more did not take 
up their residoiiec. • 

The prime nest of the parish of Knocktarlitie 
was a certain Donaeha dim iia Duiiaigh, or Black 
Duncan the Mischievous, whom wo have already 
casually mentioned. This follow had been 
originally a tinker, or eaird, many of whom 
stroll about these districts ; but when all ])oIiec 


was disorganized by the civil war, ho threw up 
his profession, and from half thict became whole 
robber ; and being generally at llio head of three 
or four active young fellows, and he himself 
artful, bold, and w'cll ac(iuaintc^ with the jiassea, 
hs ^ed his new profession w^ith emolument to 
himself, and infinito plamio to the country, 

AH were convinced that Duncan of Knock 
oould have put down his namesake Donaeha any 
morning he had a mind ; for there were in the 
a set of stout young men, who had joined 


Argyle's banner in the w^ar under his old friend, 
and behaved very well on several occasions. 
And as for their leader, as no one doulited hiSI 
courage, it was goiiorally supposed that DonaOlia 
had lound 'out the mode of conciliating his 
favour, a thing not very uncommon in that 
and c ou utry . This w as 1 he more readily believed, 
as David Deans’s cattle (being the property of 
the duk(‘) weie left untouched, when the 
iiiiiiiater’s cows were (ariied off by the thieves. 
Another attcrn]>t was made to renew the same 
act of ra])ine, and llio eattlo weio in the act of 
being driven off, nben Butlor, lauiig his profes- 
sion aside in a (mso {)f siuh iiucssity, put him- 
self at the head ot some ol his m ighl)oins, and 
nscutd the treagli, .iii exploit at whioh Deans 
attended 111 [KJison, notwitlislandiiig liibi xtiemo 
old age, mouiiled on a Highland pony, and 
girded with an old luoadsword, likening liiiusclf 
(for ho failed not to arrogate tho whole merit of 
the expedition) to David, the son of Jesse, when 
he iccovered tho spoil of Ziklag from the Amalck- 
ites. This spirited behaviour had so far a good 
eflcct, that Donaeha dim na Dnnaigh Lept his 
distance for some time to eoiiie ; ami, tliough 
his dishint ex'ploits wcic lieqnently sjiokon of, 
In* did not exercise any dcjut'datioiis in that part 
of tho eountiy. JTo ( ontinued to flourish, and 
to be heard ol occasionally, until the year 1751, 
when, if the f(‘ar of the secon^J Daxid had kept 
him in elieek, fate released him from that re- 
stiaiiit, for tho venerable jiatriardi of SainJ 
Lconaid’s was that year gathered to his fathers. 

David Deans died full of years and of honour. 
He IS believed, for tlio exact time of his birth is 
not known, to have lived upwards of ninety 
years ; for he used to speak ol events as falling 
under his own knowledge, which happened about 
the timo of the battle of Bolbwell Biidgc. It 
wiis said tliat be oven bore arms there ; for once, 
when a drunken Jacobite Jaiid wished for a 
Bolbwell Brig AVliig, that Mie might stow the 
lugs out of his head,’ David informed him, wdlh 
a jieeuliar austerity of eounfiuianec, that if ho 
liked to fry such a pi auk, tJiero was one at his. 
elbow’; ami it req lined tlic iuteifeicnce of Butler 
to jueserve tlio jjoaee. 

He expired in tlie aims of his beloved daughter, 
thankful for all the blessings wdiich Providence 
Lad vouchsafed to liim while in this valley of 
strife and toil — and thankful also for tho trials 
ho had been visited w ith ; having found them, 
ho said, needful to mortify that spiritual pride 
and coTifidcneo in his own gifts, which was tho 
sulo on which tlie wily enemy did most sorely 
besot him. Ho prayed in the most affecting 
manner for Jeaiiie, her husband, and her family, 
and that her aflectionatc duty to the puir aula 
man might imrchase her length of days here, and 
liappincss hereafter ; then, in a jiathotio petition, 
too well understood by those who knew liis 
family circumstances, he besought the Shepherd 
of souls, while gathering his flock, not to forget 
tho little one that had strayed from tho fold, 
and even then might bo in the hands of the 
ravening wolf. — Ho prayed for the national 
Jerusalem, that peace might bo in her land, and 

E rosperity in her palaces — ^for tho welfare of the 
onouralMe House of Argyle, and for the 
versionr of Hunci^ii of Knockdunder. After tUs 
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ho \va« flUoiit, hoiug cxhaiistod, nor did ho again 
uttpi* anything dihlinctly. 1I<» was heard, in- 
^od> to mutter Honielhing ahoiit uatioual defec* 
Tiouii, right-hand extremes, and left-hand fallings 
olf; but, as May JJettly observed, his head was 
carried at llie time ; and it is probable that these 
expressions occurrecl to him merely out of general 
liahit, and tliat he died in the full spirit of 
ehaiity uith all men. About an hour after- 
wanls Jit* slcj)t in the Lord. 

Notwitlistaudiiig her fathei’s advanced age, 
his death was a severe shock to Mrs. llutler. 
Much of her time had been dedicated to attend- 
ing to Ills health and Ids wishes, and she felt as 
if part of her business in the world \^ab ended, 
when the good old man uas no more. His 
wealth, wliicli came nearly to fifteen hundred 
pounds, in disjiosaliJe cajiital, served to raise the 
lortuncs of the family at tlie nnnsc. How to 
dispose of lids sum lor the best advaiitago of his 
family, was matter of anxious eonsideiation to 
Butler, Mf A\e put it on liciiUble bond, ^ve 
shall maybe lost* the interest; for Iheie’s that 
bond over Lounslxs-k’s land, your fatlicr could 
neither get ])nnoi])a] nor interest for it. — If wo 
bring it into tlie funds, ne .sliall iiia^be lose tlic 
principal and all, as many did in the South Sea 
Bcheine. TJie little estate of Craigsture is in tlie 
market- -it lies within two miles of the manse, 
and Knock says his (fraci* has no thought to buy 
it. But they ask XlifiOO, and they may, for it 
Is worth the money ; and were I to borrow the 
bahtnee, the creditor might call it up suddenly, 
or in case of iiiy death my family might he 
distressed.’ 

* And so if we li.-ul mair siller, wc might buy 
that bounic j»aslu re -ground, where the grass 
comos so caily f ’ aske<l Jeanie. 

‘Certainly, my dear; and Knoekdiiiider, who 
is a good judge, is strongly adAising me to it. 
.To be sure it is Ids nephew that is .selling it.' 

‘ Awed, Reuben,’ said Jeanie, ‘yo maun just 
(ook up a text in Scripture, as ye did when yc 
wanted siller before just look ui) a text in the 
Bible.' 

‘Ah, Jeanie,’ ^aid Butler, laughing and jiress- 
ing her hand at the same time, ‘ tlie best poojde 
in these times can only work miracles niice.’ 

‘ Wo will sec,’ said Jeanie eomiioscdly ; and, 
going to tlie closet in wldeli she kept her honey, 
her sugar, her pots of jelly, her vials of the more 
ordinary medicines, and wddeh served lier, in 
short, as a sort of sloi-erooin, ^he jangled vials 
and gallipots, till, from out the darkest nook, 
well llankcd by a triple r(»w of bottles and jai^s, 
which she wa« niidor the necessity of displacing, 
she brought a cracked brow'ii can, with a piece 
of leatlier tied over the top. Its contents seemed 
to be written pajiers, tin list in disorder into this 
nnoommon secrdiUri. Bit from among these 
Jeanie brought an old clasped Bilile, which had 
been David Deans’s eoinjianion in his earlier 
wanderings, and whidi lie liad given to his 
daughter when the failuio of hie* eyes had eom- 
pelled him to rise one of a larger jirint. This 
She gave to Butler, who had been looking at her 
motmis with some surprise, and desired him to 
hee what th rt book could do for him. He opeuod 
tte olaape, and, to his astonishment, a parcel of 
ba^-notes drppp^ out from- bet\^int the 


leaves, where they liod been separately lodged, 
and fluttered ui)on the floor. ‘ 1 didiia think to 
hao tauld yo o’ my woallb, Reuben,’ said his 
wdfo, smiling at his surprise, ‘ till on my death- 
bed, or maybe on some family pinch j but it wad 
be better laid out on yon bonnie grass-holms, 
than lying useless here in this aiild pig.’ 

‘ How on earih came yo by that siller, Jeanie f 
— 'Why, here is more than a ihousand pounds/ 
said Butler, lifting u]) and counting the notes. 

‘ If it were ten thousand, it’s a’ honestly come 
by,’ said Jeauio ; ‘ and troth I keniia how miicklo 
there is o’t, but it’s a’ there that ever I got. — 
And as for how I came by it, Reuben— it’s weel 
come by, and honestly, as 1 said Irefore. — Aii<l 
it’s mair folk’s secret tlian mine, or ye wad liao 
ken’d about it lang sync ; and tis for onythiiig 
else, I am not free to answer mair questions 
about it, and ye maun just ask mo nanc.’ 

‘ Answer mo hut one,’ said Butler. * Is it all 
freely and iiidiajmtahly your own property, to 
dispose of it as you think fit ? — Is it possible no 
one has a claim in so large a sum except you 1 ’ 

‘ It was mine, free to dispose of it as 1 like,’ 
aiisweivd Jeanie; ‘and I have disposed of it ^ 
already, for now it is yours, Reuben. — You are 
Bible Butler now, as w'cll as your forebear, that 
my puir father had sic an ill-will at. Only, if 
ye like, I wad wish Fcniic to gel a gudo snare 
o’t when wo arc gaue.’ 

‘ Certainly, it shall bo as you choose. — But 
who on earth over ])itchcd on such a hiding-place 
for ternjroral treasures ^ ’ 

‘ That is jiust anc o’ my auld -fashioned gaits, 
as you ca’ them, Reuben. I thought if Donaeha 
dhu >vas to make an outbreak upon us, the Bible 
w*as the last IJiing in the house he wad meddle 
wi’ — ^liut an ony mair wilier should drap in, as it 
is not unlikely, I shall e’en }>ay it ower to you, 
and yc may lay it out your ain way.* 

‘ And I jrositivcly must not ask you how you 
have come by all this money ? ’ said the clergy- 
man. 

‘ Indeed, Reuben, you must not ; for if you 
were asking me very sair I w’ud maybe tell you, 
ami thou I am sure I would do wrong.’ 

‘But tell me,’ said Butler, ‘is it anything 
that distresses your own mind ? ’ 

‘There is baith w(‘al and woo come aye wi’ 
world’s gear, Reuben ; but yc maun ask me nae- 
thing mair. — This siller binds me to naothing, 
and can never 1)c speered back again.’ 

‘ Surely,' said Mr. Butler, when he had again' 
counted over the money, as if to assure himself 
that the notes were real, ‘ there was never man 
in the world had a wife like mine— a blessing 
seems to follow her.* 

‘Never,’ said Jeanie, ‘since the enchanted 
priuGCSB in the bairns’ fairy talc, that kamed 
gold nobles out o’ the tao side of her haffit locks, 
aud Dutch dollars out o’ the totlier. But gang 
away now, minister, and put by the siller, and 
dinna keep the notes wampishing in your hand 
that gait, or I shall wish thorn in the brown 
pig again, for fear we get a black oast jkbout 
them— we’re ower near the hills in these times 
to be thought to hae siller In the house. And* 
besides, ye maun gree wi’ Knockdunder, thirt 
has the selling o’ the lands ; and dinna lue 
simple and let him ken o’ this windfa*, bat keep 
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him to tho very lowest penny, as if ye had to 
borrow siller to make the price ii]).’ 

In the last admonition, Jeaiiie sliowed dis- 
tinctly that, although she did not understand 
how to secure the money wliJeli came into Ijcr 
hands otherwise than by saving and lioiirding it, 
yet she had some j)art of her fatljer David's 
shrewdness, eVen upon worldly subjects. And 
Reuben Butler was a ; udciit man, and went 
and did even as liia wife had advised liiiii. 

The nows quickly w^ent abroad into the parisb 
that the minister had bought (h‘aigstiire ; and 
some W'iahcd him joy, and some ‘weio sorry it 
liad gane out of the auld name.’ However, his 
clerical brethnui, uiiderstaiidiug tliat ho wms 
under the neeessily of going to Edinburgh about 
the ensuing ’Whitsunday, to get together David 
Dcans’s cash lo'raake up the ])urcljase-money of 
his now acquisition, took tlio op] )or 1 unity to 
name him their delegate to tlie General As- 
sembly, or Convocation of tli(‘ Seottisb Clnueb, 
which takes place usually in the latter end of 
the month of May. 


CHAPTER XIJW 

But who i«? this? what thinj* of sea or land— 

Female of sex it sunis- 

I'hat so bedeck’d, ornate, and pay, 

Conies this way sailiny*'' 

Mm ON. 

Not long after the incident of the IVdde and 
the bank-notes, Fortune showed that she could 
surprise Mrs. Butler as well as her husband. 
The minister, in order to accomplish tho various 
pieces of business which his unwonted visit to 
Edinburgh rendered necessary, had been undci 
the necessity of setting out from home in the 
latter end of the month of Feliruaiy, concluding 
justly that^he would find the space betwixt Ids 
departure and the term of Whitsunday (24tli 
May) short enough for tho jnirpose of bringing 
forward tliose various debtois of old David 
Deans, out 'of whose purses a considerable jiarf 
of the price of his new purchase w’as to lie made 
good. 

Jeanio W’as thus in the unwonted situation of 
inhabiting a lonely house, and she felt 3 /et nioie 
solitary from the death of the goo<l old man 
who used to divide her caies with her husbaml. 
Her children were her priucip;^ resource, and to 
them she paid constiint attention. 

It happened, a day or two after Butler’s de- 
parture, that, while she w^aa engaged in some 
domestic duties, slio hcaid a disjuite among the 
young folk, which, being maintained with obstin- 
aoy, appeared to call for her inlerference. All 
came to their natuial iiiii])iro with fheir com- 
plaints. Fcmie, not yet ten years old, charged 
Davie and Ren hie with an attempt to take away 
her book by force ; and David and Reuben 
replied, tho cider, ^Tliat it was not a book for 
Femi^to read,* and Reuben, ‘That it was about 
a bad woman.' 

‘Where did you get the book, yo little 
heiHapie?’ said Mrs. Butler. ‘IIow dare ye 
iovum papa's books when he is away ? ’ 
mt the littile lady, holding fkst a sheet of 


crum])led paper, declared *It wa.*^ n.»in‘ o' pajM's 
books, and May Heitjy had taken it oil the 
muoklo choesf which came from Inverara ; ’ for, 
as was very natural to suppose, a fiiendly inler- 
course, with interchange of mutual civilities, 
was ke])! up from time to time between Mrs. 
Dolly Dutton, now Mrs. MacCurkindale, and 
her former friends. 

.*(*.iiiie took tljo .subject of contention out of 
the cbild’s liand, to s.i 1 isfy herself of tho pro- 
in-icty of her studios; but how* miuli was she 
.stiuck whin she lead ujmui the lillo of the 
broadside-sheet, ‘TIjo Last Speech, (’onfessioii, 
and Dying Woids of ^Margaret MacCraw or 
MurdoeksoM, e\een1e<I on Haiaboe Hill, near 

(’arlislo, the da) of 17117.* It was, 

indeed, one of those pap'is wbieh Archibald 
bad bonglit at Longlowii, wlien be monopolized 
the jiedlar’.s stock, wbiidi Dolly had thrust into 
her trunk out of sheer oeonomy. One or tw’o 
copies, it seems, liad remained in her reposi- 
{(jries at IiiviTary, till .she ebaneed i») need them 
in ])deking a eli(‘ese, which, as a very supirior 
jiroduetion, w^as sent, in tlic w'ay of civil ehal- 
lenge, to the dairy at Knoektarlitie. 

The title of fhis ]>aper, so stiaiigely fallen 
into the veiy hands fiom wliidi, in weil-meaiit 
res]>eet to lier feelings, it liad been so long 
detained, was of itself sufficiently startling ; but 
tlio nariative itself was so interesting, that 
Jeanic shaking hersidf loose* from the children, 
lan up-slahs to her own nparlmenl, and bolted 
the door, to \)e!use it without, iuteTTUption, 

Tlio nan alive, whudi appeared to have beou 
drawn u]>, or at b‘.ist eorreeted, by the clcrgy- 
1 man who attended this unhappy w'oinun, stated 
the erimo for which she suffered to have been 
‘her active part in that atrocious robbery and 
murder, coininitted near two years since near 
Haltwliistle, for which the notorious Frank 
Levitt was eoinii)itti*d for trial at Lancaster 
assi/es. It was supposed Ihe evidence of the 
aeeomplico Thomas Tuck, commonly called Ty- 
burn Tom, upon w'hieh the woman had been 
eimvieted, w''oiild weigh eipially heavy against 
liim ; although many wore inclined to think it 
was Tuck himself who liad struck the fatal 
blow, aeeoiding to the dying statement of Meg 
Aruriloelvson.’ 

After a eireuuistantidl aeeount of tho dime 
for wliiidi slie suffered, there w'as a brief sketch 
of Marg.irct’s lile. It was stated that she was a 
Seoleliwomaii by bii-fli, and married a soldier in 
(be Oani(*roniaii i'(‘giinent— that she long fol- 
lowed the eanij), and liad doubtless acquired, in 
fields of battle and similar scenes, that ferocity 
and love of plunder for which she had been 
afterwards distinguished -- that her husliand, 
having obtained his discharge, became servant 
to a hciieficcd clergyman of high situation and 
character in Licolnshire, and tliat she acquired 
the confideneo and esteem of that honoui’able 
family. ^ She had lost this many years after her 
husband’s death, it was stated, in consequence 
of conniving at the iiregularities of her daughter 
with tho heir of the family, added to the sus- 
picions circumstances attending the birth of A 
child, which was strongly suspected to have met 
with foul play, in order to preserye, if possible, 
the girl's reputation* After this doe hM Jed a 
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■waudorin,^ lift" botli in Kiiitliiml and Scotland, 
under colour sometimes of telling fortunes, somo^ 
times of driving a trade in smuggled wares, but, 
in fact, receiving stolen goods, and occasionally 
actively joining in tlio exploits by which they 
were obtaiiiod. JVIaiiy ol her crimes she had 
boasted of after conviction, and there was one 
cirenniMtaiice for wliich she seemed to feel a 
mixture of joy and o'-casional eompunetion. 
Wlien sho tvas residing in the suhuihs of Edin- 
burgh during the j>recediiig summer, a girl, who 
had ])eeii aeduecd by one of her eon federates, 
was entrusted to her charge, and in Inn* house 
delivered of a male inf.int. JFn* daughter, 
■whose mind uas in a state of <leraTigcmen1 ever 
since she had lo'^t lici own child, aeroiding to 
the eriininars aeeoimt, earned olf the poor girl’s 
infant, taking it for h(*r own, of the reality of 
whose death she at times could not ]>c jicr- 
suadod. ' 

Margaret Murdock son slated that she, for 
some time, l)(lio\ed lier daughter had actually 
destroyed the infant in her mad fits, and that 
sho gave the fatlier to understand so, hut aftei- 
Avards learned that a female stroller had got it 
from licr. She showi'd some eompiinelioii at 
having separated mother and ehiUt, especially 
as the mother liad nearly sullered death, hchig 
ooiidenined, on the Seot’en law, for the sunposed 
murder of her infant. When it was asked what 
possililo interest she could liavo liad in exposing 
the unfortunate girl to suffer for a erirue slie liad 
not committed, sho ask(‘d,» if they thought she 
was going to ])ut her oAvn daughter into trouble 
to save another? She did not kmuv Avhat the 
Scotch laAV Avould have done to her f(jr eariyiiig 
the child aAvaj'. This aiisAvcr A^as by no means 
satisfactory to the clergyman, and ho discovered, 
by close examination, that she had a deep and 
revengeful hatred against the young i>ersoii 
Avhoiu she, had thus injured. ]>ut the jiaper 
intimated that, a\ hat ever besides she liad eoni- 
municated upon this subject, Avas eoiiiided by 
her in private to tlic Avorlliy and revercml Arch- 
deacon Avho had hcstow'cd sueli particular jiaiiis 
ill affording her spiritual assistance. The broad- 
side Avent on to intimate that, alter her execu- 
tion, of wdiich tlio partieulai’s Avcrc given, Jicr 
daughter, the insane j»er&oii mentioned more 
than once, and Avho Avas generally kiiowm by tlio 
name of Madge AVildfire, had been very ill used 
by the i>opulaee, under the belief that she Avas 
a aorcercss, and an aeconiTdicc in her mother’s 
crimes, and liad been AA'ith difheulty rescued by 
the proin])t iiitcrfermu o of tlie police. 

Snell (lor Ave omit moral rclleetions, and all 
that may seturi uniieecssary to the explanation 
of our st<»r 3 -) AVIS the tenor of the broadside. 
To Mrs. Butler it eontained intelligence of the 
liigbest importaiiee, siueo it seemed to afford the 
most unequiAWdl jnoof of her sister’s innoconeo 
rebooting the crime for Avhieh she had so nearly 
BUffored. It is true, neil her she nor her husband, 
ttor oven her fatlier, luul e\ er hi'lieved her caiiahle 
of touching her infant AAitli an unkind hand j 
when in possession of her reason ; hut there was i 
a darkness on the subject, and wliat might have | 
hap]^Ded in a moment of insanity was ilresidful I 
to think \ipon. Besides, whatever was their ' 
i>ym oonvictioni they had no means of establish* 


! ing Effie's innocence to the Avorld, which, ao« 

I cording to the tenor of this fugitive publication, 
AA^as now at length comidotely manifested by the 
dying confession of the person chiefly interested 
in concealing it. 

After thanking God for a discoA'ery so dear to 
lier feelings, Mrs. Butler liegan to consider wbat 
use she should make of it. To have shown it to 
her husband Avould have been her first imjmlse ; 
but, besides tliat he Avas ahsert from home, and 
the matter too delicate to be the subject of con’o- 
spondcnco by an iiiditlerent I'onwomau, Mrs. 
Buthu* recollected that ho Avas not iiossessed of 
the information necessary to form a judgment 
iij»on the occasion ; and that, adhering to the 
lulc A\liicli sJie had eonsidcied as most advisable, 
slic had best transmit the information iuimodi- 
aUiy to her sister, and leaAC her to adjust with 
her husband the mode in Avhieh they should 
avail themselves of it. Accordingly, she de- 
si>at(“hed a special messenger to Glasgow with a 
] jacket, enclosing the confession of Margaret 
Murdookson, addressed, as usual, under cover to 
Mr. Whiteroso of Yoik. She expected, with 
anxiety, an answer, hut none arrived in the 
usual course of post, and she aaiis left to imagine 
lioAV many various causes might account for 
Lady Slaiintoii’s silence. Slio began to be half 
Sony that slie had parted a\ ilh the jjrinted paper, 
both for fear of its Jiaviiig (alien into bad bands, 
and from the desire of regaining the document 
AAliieli iiiiglit he essential to establish her sister’s 
iiinoeeiiee. Sho Avas oAvn doubting Avliethcr sho 
had not hotter commit the whole matter to her 
hushand's eonsidmation, Avhon other iucidcuts 
occurred to divert her purpose. 

Jeanic (she is a favourite, and aa-'o beg her pardon 
for still using the familiar title) had Avalked dow'U 
to the sea-side with her children one morning 
afb'r breakfast, when the hoys, Avlioso sight was 
more discriminating tliaii hers, exclaimed, that 
* tlic eai)tain’s eoaeli-aiid-six AAas coming right 
for the shoio, Aviih ladies in it.* Jeanie instinct- 
ively bent her e^yes on the a]>j>roacliing boat, 
and became soon sensible that there were two 
ieinales in the sterij, seated liesidc the gracious 
Duncan, AAdio acted as pilot. It Avas a point of 
jioliteness to w’alk toAA^aids the landing-place, in 
onler to ri'ccdvo tliein, esjiecially as she saw that 
the ('’aplain of Knoekdimder Avas upon honour 
aud ceremony. Ilis piper Avas in the boAV of the 
boat, sending forth music, of which one half 
sounded tlic bettor that the other was droAvued 
by tlic AA^aves and the breeze. Moreover, he him- 
self had his brigadier wig iieAvly frizzed, his 
bonnet (ho had abjured tlie cocked-liat) degor- 
ated Avith Saint George’s red cross, his uniform 
mounted as a eajitain of militia, the duke’s fiag 
Avith the boar’s head displayed— all intimated 
]mrade and gala. 

As Mrs. Butler apiiruaclicd the landing-place, 
she observed tlio cajitain hand the ladies ashore 
Avith marks of great attention, and the parties 
adA^anced toAvards her, the captain a few steps 
before the tAA'o ladies, of whom the tallier and 
elder leaned on the shoulder of the other^ who 
seemed to be an attendant or servant. 

As they met, Duncan, in his best, most im« 
portant, and deepest tone of Highland civUi^^ 
^ pgged leave to introduce to Mrs. ButleTi 
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-^eh — eh — 1 hae forgotten your leddyship’s 
name !’ 

‘ Never mind my name, sir,' said the lady ; ‘ I 
trust Mrs. Butler will bo at no loss. The cluko’s 

letter’ And, as slio obseived Mrs. Butler 

look confused, sho said again to Duneau 
thing sharply, ‘ Did you not send the letter last 
night, sir % ' 

‘ In troth and I didna, uiid I crave your leddy- 
ship’s pardon ; but you see, mataiii, I thought 
it would do as wocl to-tay, ])eeause Mrs. Putler 
is never taen out o’ sorts - never — and tlio coacli 
was out'fishing — and the gig was g.iiio to (Irecnock 
for a cag of prandy — aiicl — Put here’s his (J race’s 
letter.’ 

‘Give it mo, sir,’ said tho lady, taking it 
out of his hand > ‘ sinco you have not found it 
convenient to do mo tho favour to send it before 
me, I will deliver it myself.’ 

Mrs. Butler looked with gi*eat attention, and 
a certain dubious feeling of dec]) interest, on tho 
lady, who thus expressed hcisclf with autlioiity 
over the man of auuiority, and to whoso mandates 
he seemed to submit, resigning the letter with a 
‘Just as your leddyship is pleased to order it.' 

The lady was rather above the middle size, 
beautifully made, though something cmhonpohit, 
with a hand and arm ex(piisitcly lorincd. Her 
manner was easy, dignified, and commanding, 
and seemed to evince high biith and the habits 
of elevated society. She woio a travelling dress 
— a grey beaver hat, and a veil of Flanders laet*. 
Two footmen, in licli liveries, who got oiit of the 
barge, and lifted out a trunk and portmanteau, 
appeared to belong to her suite. 

‘As you did not receive tho letter, luadani, 
which should have served for rny introduction — 
for I presume you are Mrs, Butler —I w'ill not 
present it to you till yyxi arc so good as to admit 
me into your house without it.’ 

‘To pe sure, matam,’ said Kuockdunder, 
•ye canna floiibt Mis. 1 hitler will do that.-- 
Mrs. Putler, this is Lady— Lady — these tamued 
Southern names riu out o’ my head like a staiic 
trowling down hill — jnit I believe slie is a Scottish 
Woman porn— the mair our credit — and I presume 
her leddyship is of tho house of’ 

‘ The Duko of Aigyle know's my family very 
well, sir,’ said tho lady, in a tone which seemed 
designed to silence Diinean, or, at any rate, 
which had that effect completely. 

There was something about the whole of ilns 
stranger’s address, and tone, aifd manner, wliieli 
acted upon jeanie’s feelings like the illusions o^ 
a dream, that tease ns with a puzzling a])proach 
to teality. Something there was of her sister in 
the gait and manner the stranger, as well as 
in the sound of her voice, and something also, 
when, lifting her veil, she showed features to 
' which, chan^d as they were in expression and 
complexion, sho could not but attach inany 
remembrances. 

The stranger was turned of thirty, certainly ; 
but so well were her personal charms assisted by 
^e poltrer of dress, and arrangement of ornament, 
that she might well have passed for one-and- 
twenty. And her behaviour was so steady and 
so composed, that, as often as Mrs. Butler per- 
ceived anew some point of resemblance to her 
unfortunate sister, so often the sustained self- 
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command and absolute composure of tho stranger 
destroyed tho ideas which oegan to arise in her 
imagination. She led the way silently towards 
the manse, Ip^t in a confusion of reflections, and 
trusting the* letter with which she W'as to he 
there cutrubted w^ould afford her satisfactory 
explanation of what was a most puzzling and 
embairasbing seeiio. 

The Udy maintained in tlie meanwhile tho 
manners ol »i stranger of rank. She admired tho 
various points ot view like one who has studied 
nature, and the best i(prest*nt.itions of art. At 
length she took notice of fhe ehildicn. 

‘These aio two lino young mouuiaineers — 
Yours, madam, 1 jnesinner 

Jeanio replied in the attii nialiv e. The stranger 
sighed, and sighed onee moie as they were pre- 
sented to her by name. 

‘Come here, Femie,’ said Mrs. Butler, ‘and 
bold your head up.’ 

‘What is your daughter's name, madam?* 
said the lady. 

. ‘Fuphemia, madam,’ aiisweied Mrs. Butler. 

* I thought tho ordinary Scottish contraction 
of the name lia<I been Effie ; ’ replied flic sfianger, 
in a lone which went to Jeaiiie’s heait; for in 
that single woid there was iin>re ol her bister — 
more of ! on (j syne ideas — fliau in all the remin- 
isecnccH vvhieli her own h(*aif had ant iei}»ated, 
or tho features and manner of the sfianger liad 
suggesteil. 

When tlioy reached tho manse, the lady gave 
Mrs. Butler the letter which she had taken out 
of the hands of Kuockdunder ; and as sho gave 
it sho piesscd lier hand, adding aloud, ‘ Perhaps, 
madam, you will have Lho goodness to get me a 
little milk V 

‘ And me a drap of tho grey-peard, if you please, 
Mrs. Putler,’ added Duneaii, 

Mrs. Butler withdiew ; but, d«*puting to May 
Ilcttly and to David tho supply ot tho strangers* 
w'aiits, she hastened into licr own room to road 
the letter. The envelope was addressed in tho 
Duke of Argyle’s hand, and icimestod Mrs. 
Bui!»>r’s attentions anil civility to a lady of rank, 
a i)artieular friend of his lalo biother, Lady 
Staunton of Willingham, who, being recom- 
mended to drink goats’ w’hoy by the jdiysieians, 
was to honour the Lodge at lioscuieath with her 
iesiden(‘e, while her liusl)and made a short tour 
in .Scotland. But wifliiii flie same cover, wliich 
had been given to Lady Staunton unsealed, was 
a letter fiom that lady, intended to prepare her 
sister for meeting her, and which, but for the 
captain’s m'gligcnce, slio ought to have received 
on the j)rpepding evening. It stated tliat the 
news in Jeaiiie’s last letter had been so intorest- 
iiig to licr husband, tliat he was determined to 
inquire further into the confession made at Car- 
li.sle, and tho fate of that ]>oor innocent, and 
that, as ho had been in some degree successful, 
she had, by the most earnest entreaties, extorted 
rather than obtained his permission, under 
promise of observing the most strict incognito, 
to spend a week or two with her sister, or in 
her neighbourhood, while he was ijrosecuting 
researches, to which (though it appeared to her 
very vainly) he seemed to attach some hopes of 
success. ^ 

There was a postscript, desiring that Jeanie 
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would trust to Lady S. the maiiageinciit of their 
intercoursOi and be content with assenting to 
what she shouhl propose. After reading and 
again reading tlie leMer, Mr.s. Butler hurried 
<lowii-stairs, divided betwixt the fear of }>etray- 
iiig lier secret, and the desire to throw herself 
ui)on lier sister’s ]ioek. BHie received her with a 
glance at once affectionate and cautionary, and 
irnnicd lately proceeded to speak. 

have been telling Mr. , Captain , 

this gentleman, Mrs. Butler, that if you could 
accommodate me with an apartment in your 
house, and a place for Ellis tf) sleep, and for the 
two men, it would suit me bettor than the Lodgi», 
which his Grace has so kindly placed at my 
disposal. I am advised 1 should reside as near 
where the goats feed as iK)Ssible. ’ 

* I have peon assuring my lodJy, Mrs. Butler,’ 
said Duncan, ‘ that though it could not discom- 
mode you to receive any of his Grace’s visitora 
or mine, yet she had mooch pettiT stay at the 
Lodge ; and for the gaits, the creatures can be 
fetched there, in respect it is mair lit ling they 
suld wait upon lier leddyship, than she uj)on 
the like o’ tlicni.’ 

* By no means derange the goats for me,’ .said 
Lady Staunton ; ‘ I am certain tlie milk must 
be much better here.’ And this she said with 
languid negligence, as one whose slightest intima- 
tion of humour is to bear down all argument. 

Mrs. Butler hastened to intimate, that her 
Imuse, such as it was, w'as heartily at the dispo.sal 
of Lady Staunton ; but the captain continued 
to remonstrate. 

‘ The duke,’ he said, * had written * 

‘ 1 will settle all that with his Grace ’ 

‘And there were the things had been sent 
down frae Glasco ’ 

‘ Anything necessary might be sent over to the 
parsonage. — She w'ould beg the favour of Mrs. 
Butler to show her an apartment, and of the 
captain to have her trunks, etc., .sent over from 
Koseneath. ’ 

So she curtseyed off i^oor Duncan, who de- 
parted, saying in his .secret soul, ‘Cot tamn her 
English impudence ! — she takes possession of the 
minister’s nouse as an it were her ain — and 
speaks to sheiitlcmens as if they wore ]' miideu 
servants, and pe tamned to her ! -And there’s 
the deer that w'as shot, too — hut we will send it 
ower to the manse, whilk will po put civil, seeing 
I hae prought worthy Mrs. Puller sic a fliskma- 
hoy.’— And with these kind intentions he went 
to the shore to give his orders accordingly. 

In the meantime, the meeting of the sisters 
was as affectionate as it w'as extraordiiiaiy, and 
each evinced licr feelings in the wa}^ projier to 
her character. Jennie was so much overcome 
by wonder, and c\ en 1 y awe, that her feelings 
were deep, stunning, and almost overpoweiing. 
Efiie, on the other hand, wej>t, laughed, sobbed, 
screamed, and clai)pcd her hands for joy, all in 
the space of five minutes, giving w'ay at once, 
and without reserve, to a natural excessive 
Tivaoity of temiier, which no one, however, knew 
better now to restrain under the rules of artificial 
breeding. 

After an hour had passed like a moment in 
their expressions of mutual- affeetion, Lady 
Staunton observed the captain walking with 
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impatient steps below the window. ‘ That tire- 
some Highland fool has returned upon onr hands,* 
she said. ‘ 1 will pray him to grace us with his 
absence.* 

‘ TIout no ! hout no ! ’ said Mrs. Butler, in a 
tone of entreaty ; ‘ yo mauna alfi ont the captain.* 
‘Affront f ' said Lady St#uinton ; ‘nobody is 
ever affronted at what I do or say, my dear. 
ITow'ever, 1 will endure him, smee you think it 
]>roj)cr.’ 

The cajjfaiii was accordingly graciously re- 
iiestcd by Lady Staunton to remain during 
inner. During this visit his studious ana 
punctilious eomjdaisance toward.3 the lady of 
rank w^as hai>pily contrasted by the cavalier air 
of civil familiarity in wliich be indulged towards 
the minister’s w-itc. 

‘ I have not been able to persuade Mrs. Butler,’ 
said Lady Staunton tf) tlie captain, during the 
interval wlien Jeanio had left the parlour, ‘ to 
let me talk of making any recompen.se for storm- 
ing her house, and garrisoning it in the way 1 
liave done.’ 

‘Doubtless, matam,’ said the captain, ‘it wad 
ill pccoinc Mrs. Piitlcr, wha is a veiy decent 
I)ody, to make any siu-li sharge to a lady who 
comes from my lion.se, or his Grace’s, which is 
the same thing.— And sjicaking of garrisons, in 
the year forty-five, 1 was iioot u ith a garrison of 
twenty of my lads in the house of Inver-Garry, 

whilk had near been unhappily, for ’ 

‘ I heg your pardon, .sir- But 1 wish I could 
think of some way of indemnifying this good 
lady.’ 

‘ O, no need of intemnifying at all — no trouble 
for her, nothing at all.- -So, peing in the house 
of Inver-Garry, and the people about it being 

uncanny, I doubted the warst, and ’ 

‘Do you happen to know, sir,’ said Lady 
Staunton, ‘if any ofthe.se two lads, these young 
Butlers, 1 mean, show any turn for the army ? ’ 

‘ (buld not .say, indeed, my ledtly,’ replied 
Knockduuder. —‘So, I knowing the people to po 
unchancy, and not to lipjwui to, and liearing a 
jiihroch in the wood, I pegan to ])id my lads look 

to their flint’, and then ’ 

‘For,* .said l<ady Staunioii, with the most 
ruthless disregard to the narrative which she 
mangled by these iiiteiTU]itionB, ‘if that should 
ho tlie case, it should cost Sir George but the 
a.skiiig a pair of colours for one of them at the 
AVar- Office, .since wo have always supiwrted 
government, and ‘never had occasion to trouble 
ministers.’ 

‘And if you please, my leddy,’ said Duncan, 
who began to find some savour in this proposal, 
‘as I liae a hraw^, weel -grown lad of a iievoy, ca’d 
Duncan MacGilligan, that is as pig as paith the 
I’utler pairns putten thegither, Sir George could 
ask a pair for nim at the same time, and it wad 
pe put ae asking for a'.* 

Lady Staunton only answered this hint with a 
well-bred stare, which gave no sort of encourage- 
ment. 

Joanie, who now returned, was lost in ftnaze^ 
ment at the wonderful difference betwixt the 
helpless and despairing ^rl, whom she had seen 
stretched on a ilock-bed in a dungeon, expecting 
a violent and disgraceful death, and last as a 
forlorn exile upon the midnight beach, with the 
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elegant, well-bred, beautiful woman before her. 
The featurefl, now that lier sister’s veil was laid 
aside, did not a2)poar so extremely different, as the 
whole manner, expression, look, and bearing. In 
outside show, Lauy Staunton seemed completely 
a creature too soft and fair for sorrow to ha\e 
touched ; so much accustomed to have all her 
whims com}>liod with by P ose around her, that 
she seemed to expect she .should even he saved 
the trouble of forming them ; and so totally uii- 
ac,(][uaintcd with contiadielion, that she did not 
even use the tone of self-will, since to breathe 
a wish was to have it fulfilled. Slio made no 
ceremony of ridding herself of Duncan as stxm ?is 
the evening aj>proachcd ; but complimented liim 
out of the house under pretext of fatigue, with 
the utmost )i<ytich%lance. 

When they wore alone, her sister could not 
liclp expressing her wonder at the .self-posses.sion 
witli which Lady Staunton sustained her part. 

‘I daresay you are surprised at it,’ said Lady 
Staunton composedlv ; * for you, my dear .leaiiic, 
have been truth itself from your cradle upwards ; 
but you must remember that I am a liar of fifteen 
ears’ standing, and therefore must by this time 
e used to my character.* 

In fact, during the feverish tumult of feelings 
excited during the two or three first days, Mrs. 
lUitlcr thought her sister’s manner was com- 
pletely contradictory of the desponding tone 
which pervaded her correspondence. She w'as 
moved to tears, indeed, hy the sight of her 
father’s grave, maiked by a modest stone, record- 
ing his piety and iiitegrily ; but lighter ini])res- 
sions and associations had also power over lier. 
She amused herself with visiting the dairy, in 
which she had so long been assistant, and was so 
near discovering herself to May Ilottly, by bef ray- 
ing her acquaintance with the celebrated recei|>t 
for Dunlop chee.se, that she coni})arcd herself to 
Bedreddin Hassan, whom the vi/ier, his father- 
in-law, discot^ered by his sui)erlativo skill in 
composing cream -tarts with pepper in them. 
But when the novelty of such avocations ceascil 
to amuse her, she showed to her sister but too 
plainly, that the gaudy colouring with which she 
veiled her unhappiness, afforded as little real 
comfort as the gay uniform of the soldier when 
it is drawn over his mortal wound. There were 
' moods and moments, in which her desjjondenco 
scorned to exceed oven that which she herself liad 
^ described in her letters, and which too wtU coii- 
vinced Mrs. Butler how little lier sister’s lot, 
which in ajipearancc w'as so brilliant, was in 
I reality to be envied. 

J There was one source, however, from which 
I Lady Staunton derived a jmre degicc of pleasuie. 
I Gifted in every particular with a higher degree of 
S imagination than that of her sister, she was an 
f admirer of the beauties of nature, a histe which 
I compensates many evils to those who haji^ieu 
I to enjoy it. Here her character of a fine lady 
I stopped short, whore she ou^ht to have 

” Screainid at ilk cleugh, and screech’d at ilka how, 

As loud as she had seen the worriecow. 

On the contrary, with the two boys for her guides, 
she undertook long and fatiguing walks among 
the neighbouring mountains, to visit glens, lakes, 
waterfalls, or whatever scenes of natural wonder 


or beauty lay concealed among their recesses. It 
is Wordsworth, I think, who, talldng of an old 
man under difficulties remarks, ■with a singular 
attention to nature, 

^^hcthe^ it was care that spurr'd him, 

<Joil only knows; but to the very last, 

lie had the lightest foot in Knnerdalc. 

In the same manner, languid, listless, and 
unlia2)py vitliiii d(u)rs, at timt'.s even indicating 
.something Inch aiqnoachcd near to contemj)t of 
the homely accommodaiions of licr sister’s house, 
although she instantly cndcaAourcd, hy a thou- 
sand kindnes.scs, to atone lor such ehullitions of 
spleen, Lady Staunton a]>pcaie<l to feel intciest 
and energy wliilo in tlie ojmmi air, and traversing 
the mountain landscapes in society vilh the two 
hoy.s, whoso cats site deliglited with stoiics of 
what she had seen in other countries, and what 
she had to show them at Wiilingliam Manor. 
And they, on the other hand, exerted theiii.sclvcs 
ill doing the honours of Diimhartonshire to the 
lady who seemed so kind, in.somiich that thcio 
was .scarce a glen in tlie neigh homing hills to 
which they did not introduce her. 

Upon one of llieso cxciirsioins, while Reuben 
w'as otherwise employed, David alone acted as 
Lady Staunton’s guide, and promi.sed to show her 
a cascade in the liills, grander and higher than 
any they had yet visited. It was a w'alk of five 
long miles, and over rough gi-oiiud, vaii(‘d, how’- 
ever, and cliecn d, by mountain views, and ]>ee])s 
now of the lirth and its islands, now of distant 
lakes, now' of rocks and precipices, Tlie scene 
itself, too, v\ hen they readied it, a mjily rewarded 
the labour of the w'alk. A single shoot carried a 
considerable stream over the face of a Mack rock, 
vchieli eontra.sied strongly in colour with the 
white foam of the cascade, and, at the depth of 
about twTiity feet, another rock intercepted the 
view of the bottom of the fall. The w'atcr, wheel- 
ing out far beneath, sw'etit round the crag, which 
thus bounded their view, and tumbled down the 
rocky glen in a torrent of foam. Those who love 
nature always de.siro to jieiiotrato into its utmost 
recesses, anJ Lady Staunton asked David whether 
there was not some mode of gaining a view of 
the abyss at the foot of the fall. IJo .said that 
he knew a station on a shelf on the farther side 
of the intercepting rock, from whicli the whole 
waterfall was visible, but that the road to it was 
steep and slipjicry and dangerous. Bent, how- 
ever, on gratifying her curiosity, she desired him 
to lead the w'ay ; aud atcoi’dingly he did so, over 
crag and stone, anxiou.sly poinUng out to her the 
resting-places where she ought to step, for their 
mode of advancing soon ceased to be walking, 
and became sci ambling. 

In this manner, clinging like sea-birds to the 
face of the rock, they were enabled at length to 
turn round it, and camo full in front of the? fall, 
which here had a modt tremendous aspect, boiling, 
roaring, and thundering with unceaiung din, into 
a black cauldron, a hundred feet at least below 
them, which resembled tTie crater of a volcano. 
The noise, the dashing of the w'aters, which gave 
an unsteady appearance to all around them, the 
trembling even of the huge crag on which they 
stood, the precariousness of their footing, for 
there was scarce room for them to stand on the 
shelf of rock which they had thus attained, bad 
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BO powerful an cfToct on tlic senses and imagina- 
tion of Lady Staunton, that sho called out to 
David she was falling, and w'ould in fact have 
'dropped from tlio ciag had ho not caught hold of 
lior. The hoy was bold and stout of his age — 
still he was l»ut fourteen years old, and as liis 
assistance gave no confidence to Lady Staunton, 
she felt her situat ion become really jicriltnis. The 
chance was, that in the a]>palling novelty of the 
circumstances, he might have caught the infection 
of her panic, in w’hicli case it is likely that both 
must have ]»crishefl. She now scrcaiiu'd with 
terror, though without hope of calling any one to 
lier assistance. To her aina/cnicnt, the scream 
was answered by a whistle from above, of a tone 
so clear and sin ill, that it w\as heard even amid 
the noise of the wateifall. 

In this moment of terror and peridoxity, a 
human face, black, and having gii/./led hair 
hanging down over the forehead and cliecks, and 
mixing wdth moustaches and a heard of the .same 
colour, and as much matted and tangled, looked 
down on them from a broken jiart of the rock 
above. 

‘It is the Knemy!’ said the hoy, who had 
very nearly become ineajjable of su})j»ortiiig Lady 
Staunton. 

‘No, no,’ she exclaimed, inaccessible to super- 
natural terrors, and restored to tlie jircscnce of 
mind of win' eh she had been deprived by the 
danger of her situation, ‘ it is a man. — For God’s 
sake, my friend, help ns ! ’ 

The face glared at them, hut made no an.sw'er; 
in a second or two afterw’aids, another, that of a 
young lad, ajijieared beside tlie first, cmially 
swart and begrimed, hut having tangled black 
hair, descending in clf-loeks, wdiich gave an air 
of wildness and ferocity to the whole expression 
of the countenance. 1 ^ady St aun Urn repeated her 
entreaties, clinging to the rock w'ith more energy, ' 
as she found that, from the a\iperstilious terror of 
her guide, he hecame incapahle of sum>ortinglier. 
Her woids were probfibly drowneif in the roar 
of the falling .stream, for, though slie observed 
the lips of the young being wdioni she supplii ated 
move as ho spoke in reply, not a word reached 
her oar. 

A moment afterwards, it appeared he had not 
niLstaken the nature of her supplication, which, 
indeed, was ea.'»y to he understood from her situa- 
tion and gestui‘e.s. The younger apparition dis- 
appeared, and immediately after lowered a ladder 
of twisted osiers, about eight fc< t in length, and 
made signs to David to hold it fast while tlie lady 
asceiidod T)csp.iir gives courage, and, finding 
herself in this tcarlul predicament, Lady Staun- 
ton did not hesitate to risk the ascent by the 
precarious means which this accommoaation 
afforded ; and, carefully a'-sisted by the ])erson 
who had thus providentially come to her aid, 
she reached the summit in safety. She did not, 
however, even look aumiid her until she saw her 
nephew lightly and actively follow' her example, 
although there W'us now no one to hold the 
ladder fiist. When slio saw him safe, she looked 
round, and could not help shuddering at the 
place and comixiuy in which she fouml herself. 
They were on a sort of platform of rock, sur- 
rounded on every side by pi*cci pices, or over- 
tenging cUifs, and which it would have been 


scarce possible for any resoaToh to have dia- 
covered, as it did not seem to be commanded by 
any accessible jiosition. It was partly covered by 
a huge fragment of stone, which, having fallen 
from tlie cliffs above, had been intercepted by 
others iu its dc^i'cnt, and jammed so as to serve 
for a sloping roof to the fartlier part of the 
broad shelf or jihitform on ■which they stood. 
A quantity of w'ithcved moss and leaves, strovred 
hcne.ith this rude and wretched shelter, showed 
the laiis — they Cfiuld not bo termed tlie beds — 
(»f those who dwc'lt in tlii.s eyrie, for it deserved 
no other name. Of these, two were before Lady 
Staunton. One, the same who had afforded 
such timely assistance, stood upright before 
them, a tall, lathy young savage ; his dress a 
tattered plaid and philabeg, no shoes, no stock- 
ings, wo hat or honnei, the place of the last 
being supplied by his hair, twisted and matted 
like the (jUhbe of the ancient wild Irish, and, 
like theirs, fiirming a natural thick-set stout 
enough to liear off’ the cut of a sword. Yet tlie 
eyes of the lad were keen and sparkling ; his 
gesture free and nibble, like that of all savages. 
He took lit lie notice of David Butler, but gazed 
w'ith wonder on Lady St.mnlon, as a being dif- 
feiciit probably in dress, and .superior in beauty, 
to anything ho had ever beheld. The old man, 
whose face th(*y had first seen, remained recum- 
bent in the same posture as when he had first 
lookefl down on them, only his face was turned 
towards them, as he lay and looked uii with a 
lazy and listless ajiathy, wliich belied the general 
expression of his daik and rugged foaiurcs. He 
.seemed a very tall man, hut was scarce bettor 
<‘lad than the younger. Ho had on a loose 
Lowland greatcoat, and ragged tartan trews or 
pantaloons. 

All around looked singularly wild and unpro- 
pitious. Beneath tlie brow of the incumbent 
rock was a charcoal fire, on which there was a 
still working, with bellows, jiiiicevs, hammers, 
a moveable anvil, and other smith’s tools ; three 
guns, with two or three sacks and barrels, were 
disjiosed against the wall of rock, under .shelter 
of the sui>erineumbent crag ; a dirk and two 
swords, and a Lochaber-axe, lay scattered around 
the fire, of wliich I ho red glare cast a ruddy 
lingo on the jirecipitous foam and mist of the 
ca.scadc. The lad, when he had satisfied his 
curio.sity with staring at Ijady Staimton, ft‘tohed 
au earthen jar and a hom-cup, into which ho 
poured some sf*irits, apiiareiitly hot from the 
.still, and offered them successively to the lady 
and to the hoy. Both declined, and the young 
.savage quaffed off the draught, 'W'hich could not 
araouut lo'less than three ordinary glasses. He 
then fetc*hcd another ladder from the comer of 
the cavern, if it could be termed so, adjusted it 
against the transverse rock which served as a 
roof, and made signs for the lady to ascend it, 
while he held it fast below. She did so, and 
found lierself on the top of a broad rock, near the 
brink of the chasm into which the brook pre- 
cipitates itself. She could see the crest of tlw 
torrent flung loose down the rock, like the mane 
of a wild horse, hut without having any view of 
the lower platform from which she had ascended. 

I David was not suffered to mount so easily ; 
i the lad, from sport, or love of mischief, shook 
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the ladder a good deal as he ascended, and 
seemed to eiyoy the terror of young Butler, so 
that, when they had both come up, they looked 
on each other with no iriendly eyes. Neither, 
however, spoke. The young caird, or tinker, or 
gipsy, with a good deal of attention, assis^d 
Lady Staunton up a very perilous ascent which 
she had still to encounter, and they were followed 
by David Butler, until all three stood clear of the 
ravine on the side of a mountain, whose sides 
wore covered with heather and sheets of loose 
shingle. So narrow was the chasm out of which 
they ascended, that, unless when they vero on 
the very verge, the eytj i»ass(‘d to the other side 
without peieeiviiig the existence of a lent so 
fearful, and nothing was seen of the cataract, 
though its deep, hoarse voice was still licaid. 

Lady Blauiitoii, freed Jrom the danger of rock 
and river, Jjad now a new subject of anxiety. Her 
two guides confronted each other with angry 
uountenances ; for David, though younger by 
two years at least, and much shorter, was a 
stout, well-set, and very hold hoy. 

‘You arc the black -coat’s son of Knocktarlitic,* 
said the young caird; ‘if you come hcie again, 
I’ll ])itch you down the linn like a foot-ball.* 

‘Ay, lad, ye are vciy short to he sae lang,* 
retorted young Butler undauntedly, and mcasui- 
ing his opponent’s height with an undismayed 
eye ; * I am thinking you are a gillie of Blaek 
Doiiacha ; if you come down the glen, we’ll 
shoot you like a wild buck.’ 

‘You may toll your father,* said the lad, ‘ that 
the leaf on the timber is the last he shall see — 
we will hao amends for the mischief he has done 
to us.’ 

‘ I hoiKs he will live to see mony simmers, and 
do ye muckle iriair,’ answered l)a\id. 

More might have passed, but Lady Staunton 
8tei)ped between them with her purse in her 
hand, and, taking out a guinea, of whieli it con- 
tained several, visible tlirongli tlic nctwoik, as 
well os some silver in the oj)|:K)sitc end, oUered 
it to the caird. 

‘The white siller, lady — the white siller,’ said 
the young savage, to whom the value of gold w'as 
in-obably unknown. 

Lady Staunton ])onied what silvei she had 
into his hand, and the Juvenile savage snalehcd 
it greedily, and made a sort of liali inclination j 
of acknowledgment and adieu. 

‘ Let us make haste now, Lady Staunton,* said 
David, ‘ for there will be little )M*acc wdth tliem 
since they hae seen your ])ursc.* 

They hurried on as fast as tlicy eouM ; but 
they had not descended the hill a hundred 
yards or two before they heard a halloo behind 
them, and, looking back, saw both the old man 
and the young one pursuing them with great 
speed, the former with a gun on libs shoulder. 
Very fortunately, at this nioinont a sportsman, 
a ^mekooper of thn duke, who w^as eugaged in 
staking deer, appeared on the face of the hill. 
The bandits stopped on seeing him, and Lady 
Staunton hastened to put herself under his pro- 
tection. He readily gave them his escort home, 
and it required his athletio form and loaded rifle 
to restore to the lady her usual confidence and 
courage. 

Donald listened with much gravity to the 


account of their adventure ; and answered with 
groat composure to David’s repealed uuiuiries, 
whether he eoiild have suspected that the cairda 
had been linking there, — ‘ Jntood, Master Tavie, 

I might hao liad some gues.s that tliey were there, 
or tliereahout, though maybe I had nane. But 
I am aftiii on the hill ; and they are like w^asps 
—they slang only them thal fdsh(‘s them ; sae, 
for my ])art, I make a jioiiit not to sec Ihom, 
uiile.ss 1 were oidercd out on the ])recocso 
criaud by iMacralluiinnoic or Kiiockdunder, 
wlulk is a clean dillneiil ease.' 

They leaclicd the TiiiuiHC late ; alid Lady Staun- 
ton, who lifltl suHciod much both hom Inghtaiid 
Idliguc, never again jiciinitled her love of the 
pjclurowjiio to c.iTiy her so far among tlie moun- 
tains wilhoiit a stronger cscoit than David, 
though she acknowledged he had won the stand 
ol colours by the iuti{*}>idity he liad di&]>laycd, 
so soon as assured lie had to do W'lth an earthly 
antagonist. ‘ I couldna maybe hao made muckle 
o’ a bargain wi' yon lang callant,’ said David, 
when thus coni})linienteu on his valour ; ‘ but 
when ye deal wi’ time folk, it’s tync heart 
I tyijc a’.’ 


CIIATTER Z. 

SCO ^on ihtro, 

Thai hath so cow.wdui and chased yom blood 
Out of !iiipe.ir,iucc Y 

Henry ike Fifth. 

are under the necessity of returning to 
Edinburgh, where the Ocneial Assembly was now 
sitting. It is well known that some Scottish 
iiohlemaii is usually deputed as High Comniis- 
.siuncr, to rejiresent the person of the king in 
this convocation ; that lie lias allowances for 
tlie ]»urpose of maintaining a certain outward 
sliow and solemnity, and supporting the hospit- 
ality of the r('j)icsciitativc ol majesty. Whoever 
are distingnished by rank, or ollice, in or near the 
capital, usually attend the morning levees of the 
Lord Commissioner, and walk with him in j>ro- 
ce.ssion to the jdacc where the Assembly meets. 

The nobleman who held this office chanced to 
be jiarticularly connected with Sir George Staun- 
( »ii, and it was in his train that he ventured to 
tread the High Street of Edinburgh for the first 
liim* .dnee the iata^ night of Porteous’s execution. 
Walking at the riglit hand ol the reproseutativo 
of sovereignty, covered with lace and embroidery, 
and with all the parajihcmalia of vrealtli and 
rank, the handsome though wasted figure of the 
English otrangcr attracted all eyes. Who could 
have recognised in a form so aristocratic the 
plebeian convict, that, disguised in the rags of 
Madge Wildfire, had led the foimidable rioters 
to their destined revenge 1 There was no possi- 
bility that this could lia])pcn, even if any of his 
ancient acquaintances, a race of men whose lives 
are so brief, had happened to survive the span 
commonly allotted to evil-doers. Besides, the 
whole affair had long fallen asleep, with the 
angry passiona in whimi it originated. Nothing 
is more certain than that persons known to have 
had a share in that formiaable riot, and to have 
fled from Scotland on that account, had made 
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mou^ abroad, rotJiriie<l looiyoyit in their native 
country, and lived and died undisturbed by the 
law.* The forbearance of the magistrate was, in 
these instances, wise, certainly, and just; for 
* what good impression could be made on tlie 
public mind by iiunishmcnt, when the memory 
of tiie oilenco w^as oblitciated, and all that was 
remembered was the recent inoirensivc, or per- 
]ia])s exemjdaiy conduct of the oftendcr ? 

Sir (icorge Staunton might, therefore, tread 
the scene of his former audacious exploits, fieo 
from the appieheii&ion of the law, or oven of 
discovery or &usj)icion. Hut with what feelings 
his heart that day tlirol)l)ed, must ho left to 
tliose, of the leader to iiiiaginc. It was an object 
of no comnu)!! interest AAliicb had brought him 
to encounter so many p.iiulul remeiiibranees. 

In cons«Mpmnc'^ of .liMiiie’s letter to Ijady 
Staunton, iiansmitting the <*onfcssion, he had 
visited tlie town of (’ailKle, and had found 
Arehdoacou Fleming still alive, ly whom that 
confession had been re(ieived. This reverend 
gentleman, whose cliaraeter stood deservedly 
very high, he so far admitted into his con- 
iideiice, as to o\vn himself the father of the uii- 
foriunato infant which had been spirited away 
by Madge Wildtin*, representing the intrigue as 
a matter of juvenile extravagance on Ins own 
part, for which ho was now anxious to atone, 
hy tracing, if jmssiblc, what liad become of the 
child. After some reeollcetioii of the oirenm- 
stances, the clergyman was able to call to 
memory, that the uiiba])py w'Oinan bad written 
a letter to George Staunton, Ks([., yoniigei, 
Itectory, Williiigbam, by Grantbani ; that he 
Inid forwarded it to the address accordingly, 
and that it liad been returned, with a note 
from the Reverend Mr. Staunton, rector of 
AVilliugliam, saying, bo knew no sueh person 
as him to whom the letter was addressed. As 
this had happened just at the time when George 
had, for the last time, absconded from his 
father’s liouso to carry o^F EUic, he was at no 
loss to account for the caiusc of the resentment, 
under the influence of which his father had dis- 
owned him. This was another instance in which 
his ungovernable temper had occasioned his mis- 
fortune ; had lie remained at Willingham but a 
few days longer, he would have received Margaj*et 
Murdocksoii’s letter, in which were exactly de- 
scribed tlie person and haunts of the woman, 
Annaplo Rail/ou, to whom she had parted with 
file infant. Itapiieaicd that Meg Murdockson 
had boon induced to make tin's confession, less 
from any feelings of contiition, Llian from the 
desire of obtaining, tb rough George Staunton or 
bis father’s means, pioleetion and support for 
her daughter Madge. Jler letter to George 
Staimtou said, ‘That wiiile the writer lived, lier 
daughter would have mssletl nought from any- 
body, and that she would never nave meddled 
in these atfaiis, except to pay back the ill that 
George had done to her and heis. But she waf* 
to die, and her daughter w ould be destitute, and 
without reason to guide hei. She had lived in 
the world long enough to know that jieople dul 
nothing for nothing; — so she had told George 
Staunton all he oould wish to know about liis 
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wean, in hopes ho would not see the demented 
young creature he had ruined perish for want. 
As for her motives for not telling them sooner, 
she had a long account to reckon for in the next 
world, and she would reckon for that too.* 

The clergyman said that Meg had died in the 
i&me desperate state of mind, occasionally ex- 
jircssiiig some regret about the child wliicn was 
lost, hut ofteiier sorrow^ that the mother had 
not been banged — her mind al once a chaos of 
guilt, rage, and a]>i)rcliension for her daughter’s 
future safety ; that instinctive feeling of parental 
anxiety which slie liad in common with the she- 
w^olf and lioness, being the last shade of kindly 
affection that occupied a In cast equally savage. 

The melancholy catastr(»plie of Madge Wildfire 
w'as occasioned hy her taking the eoiifusiou of her 
mother’s execution, as affV)rdiiig an opportunity 
of leaving the w'orkhouse to wliich the clergyman 
had sent her, and pieseiifing herself to the mob 
ill their fury, to perish in the way wo liavo al- 
ready seen. When Dr. Fleming found the con- 
vict’s letter w^as returned from Lincolnshire, ho 
wrote to a friend in Edinbiirgli, to inquire into 
the fate of the niiforlnnate girl whose child 
had been stolen, and was informed by bis corre- 
spondent, that slie had been pardoned, and that, 
with all lier family, she bad retired to some 
distant ])art of Scotland, or left the kinf^lom 
entirely. And heie the matter rested, until, at 
Sir George Staunton’s apjdication, the clergyman 
looked out and jirodueed Margaret Murdockson’s 
returned letter, and the other memoranda which 
he had kept concerning the affair. 

Whatever might be Sir George Staunton’s feel- 
ings in rip})ing up this miserable liistory, and 
listening to the tragical fate of the unhappy mrl 
wdiom he had ruined, he had so much of nis 
ancient wilfulness of disposition left, as to shut 
his eyes on overything, save the prospect wdiich 
seemed to open itself of recovering his son. It 
was true, it would be difficult to produce him, 
without telling much more of the history of his 
birth, and the misfortunes of liis jiarents, than 
it was prudent to make known. But let him 
once be found, and, being found, let him but 
prove worthy of bis father’s protection, and 
many ways might be fallen iqioii to avoid such 
risk. Sir George Staunton was at liberty to 
ado]>t him as his heir, if he ])leasod, without 
communicating the secret of his birth ; or an 
act of parliament might be obtained, declaring 
him legitimate,' and allowing him the name and 
arms of his father. He was indeed already a 
logitimato child according to the law of Scjot- 
laijd, by the subserjueiit marriage of his parents. 
Wilful in everything, Sir George’s sole desiie 
now was to sec this son, even should his re- 
covery bring with it a new scries of misfortunes, 
as dreadful as those whi(‘h followed on his being 
lost. 

But wdierc was Hie youth wlio might eventu- 
ally be ealled to the hojionrs and estates of this 
ancient family ? On what heath was ho^wander- 
ing, and shrouded hy what mean disguise ? Did 
he gain his precarious hrcvad l»y some ])etty trade, 
hy menial toil, liy violence, or by theft ? These 
were questions on which Sir George’s anxious 
investigations could obtain no li^t. Many 
romem^red that Aimaple Bailzou wandered 
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through tho eouutry a hoggar and fortuiie- 
tellor, or sjMie-wife — some rciaombered that she 
had been seen with an infant in 1737 or 1738, 
but for more than ten years she had not travelled 
that district ; and that she had been heard to say 
she was going to a distant part of Scotland, of 
which country she was a native. To Scotland, 
therefore, came Sir (u* go Staunton, liaviiig 
parted with his lady at (Jiasgow; and his arrival 
at Edinburgh liappcning to coincide with the 
sitting of the (reiicral Assembly ol tho Kiik, his 
awpiaintancc with the nobleman wdio held the 
office of Lord High Commissioner, forced liim 
more into public than suited cither his views or 
inclinations. 

At the* public table of this nobleman. Sir 
(rcorgo Staiinto»was placed next to a clcigyman 
of respectable ai>pcarance, and -well -hied though 
plain demeanour, whoso name he discovered to 
be Butler. It had been no part t)f Sir (Icorge’s 
|>lau to take his brother-in-law iiito his con- 
tidonce, and ho had rejoiced exceedingly in the 
assurances lie received from his wife, that Mis. 
Butler, the very soul of integiity and honour, 
had never suflered the account be had given of 
himself at Willingham Rectory to transpire, even 
to her husband. But lie was not sorry to have 
an oiiportunity to converse w ith so near a con- 
nexion, without being known to him, and to 
form a judgment of his chat act cr and under- 
standing. He saw much, and hcaid more, to 
raise Butler very high in his opinion. He found 
he was generally respected by those of his own 
profession, as xvcll as liy the laity wdio had scats 
in tho Assembly. lie had maife several jmblic 
ippesraiices in the Assembly, distinguished by 
zood sense, eaiidour, and ability; and he was 
follow'cd and admired as a sound, and, at the 
same time, an eloquent jirencher. 

This was all \cry satisfactoiy to Sir (leoigc 
Staunton’s pride, which had revolted at the idea 
of his wife’s lister being obscurely married, lie 
now began, on the contrary, to think tho con- 
nexion so much better than he expected, that, 
if it should be necessary to acknowledge it, in 
consequence of the lecoveiy of his son, it w^ould 
sound well enough that Lady Stnuntou had a 
sister, wdio, in the decayed state of the family, 
had married a Scottish clcrgyinaii, hi"li in the 
oj)iniori of his countrymen, and a leader in the 
church. 

It w'as with these feelings, that, when the 
Lord nigh Commission ei’s coiTijiany broke up, 
Sir George Staunton, under jiretencc of prolong- 
ing some inquiries concerning the constitution of 
tho Church of Scotland, requested Butler to go 
home to his lodgings in the Lawminarket, and 
drink a cup of coffee. Butler agreeil to wait 
upon him, providing Sir George would |>G!mit 
him, in passing, to call at a friend’s house wdierc 
he resided, and make his apology for not com- 
ing to partake her tea. They ]uocecded iq) the 
High Street, entered the Kranics, and passed the 
begging-box, placed to remind those at libeity 
of the (Sstresses of the poor prisoners. Sir G corge 
paused there one instant, .and next day a £20 note 
Was found in that receptacle for public charity. 

When he came up to Butler again, ho found 
him with his eyes fixed on the entrance of the 
Tolboothi and apjiarently in deep thought. 


‘Tliat seems a very strong door,’ said Sir 
George, by way of saying something. 

‘It is so, sir,' said Butler, turning off and 
beginning to walk foiward, * but it was my mis- 
fortune at one time to see it prove greatly too 
w'cak.’ 

At this moment, looking at his eoniiiauion, ho 
askul him whether he felt himself ill ? and Sir 
George Staunton admitted that he had been so 
foohsii as to t*at lec, w’hicb sometimes disagreed 
with liim. With kind officiousness, that would 
not be gainsaid, and eie he eould tiiid out where 
lie x\as going, Butler hiirrieil Sir George into tho 
friend’s house, near to the jirisun, in wdiieh ho 
hiinsidf had lived siiiee lie came to town, being, 
indeed, no otlier than that of oiir old frieml 
Bartoline Saddletree*, in whieh Lady Staunton 
had served a short novitiate as a shop-maid. 
This recolleetiou rushed on her husband’s mind, 
and the blush of shame wdiieli it excited over- 
jiow ered the sensation of fear w hieli had produced 
his fonuer ])aleness. Good Mrs. Saddletree, liow'- 
ever, bustled about to receive the rich English 
liaioiiet as the friend ol Mr. Butler, and requested 
an eldeiJy female in a black gowm to sit still, in 
a way wliieli seemed to imjdy a wish that she 
w'oiild clear the way for her betters. In the 
meanwhile, understanding the state of the ease, 
she ran to get some cordial waters, soveieign, of 
eoui’se, ill all ea'.es of faiiitishness whatsoever. 
During lier absence, her visitor, the female in 
black, mad( some progress out of the room, 
and might luivc left it altogether without par- 
ticular observation, had she not stumbled at tho 
threshold, so near Sir George Staunton, that be, 
in point of civility, raised her and assisted her 
to llie door. 

* Mrs. Bortcous is tuim‘d very doited now, jmir 
body,’ said Mis. Saddletiee, as she returned with 
her bottle in her hand — ‘ She is no sac auld, but 
she got a sair back-(*ast wi’ tlic slaughter o’ her 
busband. -Ye bad some trouble about that job, 
Mr. Butler. — I think, sir,’ to SirGcoige, ‘yeWl 
better drink out the liale glass, for to iny eon yo 
look waiur than when yo came in.’ 

And, indeed, lie grew as pale as a corpse, on 
recollecting who it was that his aim had so lately 
sup] )or ted —the widow whom ho had so large a 
shaie ill making siieh. 

‘It is a prescrils'd job that ease of Borteous 
now',’ said old Saddletiee, who was confined to 
his chair hy the gout ‘ ul(‘an jirescribcd and out 
of date.’ 

‘ 1 am not clear of that, neighbour,’ said Blum- 
damas, ‘ for I liavc beard lliem say twenty year^ 
should rill, and this is but tliefifty-anc — Borteous’s 
mob was in tbretty-seveii.’ 

‘ V'*’ll no teach me law, I think, neighbour— 
me that has four gauii ]>lc.as, and might hae had 
fourteen, an it hadna been the gudewifo ? 1 tell 
ye, if the foremost of the Borteou.s mob were 
standing there where that gentleman stands, the 
king’s advocate W'adna meddle wi’ him — it fa's 
under the negative ])rcscription.' 

‘ Hand your din, cailes,\said Mrs. Saddletree, 

‘ and let the gentleman sit down and get a dish 
of comfortable tea.' 

But Sir George had had quite enougli of their 
conversation ; and Butler, at his request^ mi^e 
an apology to Mrs. Saddletree, and accompanied 
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liira to liis lo(lgiii;{.s. Hero they found another 
guest waiting Sir George Staunton's return. Tliis 
was no other than our reader's old ac<^uaintaiioe, 
Ratclilfe. 

This man had eYcreised the office of turnkey 
with so iijuch vigilance, acuteness, and fidelity, 
tiiat lie gradually rtjsc to bo governor, or captain 
of the Tol booth. And it is yet to be icmcmbered 
in tradition, that young men, wlio rather sought 
amusing than select society in their merry meet- 
ings, used sometimes to request Ratcliirc’s com- 
lany, in order that he might regale them with 
egends of liis extraordinary feats in the way of 
robbery and escape.* lint be lived and died 
without resuming bis oiiginal voealioii, otherwise 
than in bis iiaiTativcs ovmt a bottle. 

Under these circiunstaiiecs, he had been reeom- 
mended to Sir George Staunton by a man of the 
law ill Edinburgh, as a person likely to answer 
any questions he might have to aok about Aniiaide 
Bailzou, who, according to the colour whieh Sir 
George Staunton gave to his cause of inquiry, 
was supposed to have stolen a child in the west 
of England, belonging to a family in whieh he was 
intero.sted. The gentleman hail not mentioned 
Ilia name, but only his official title ; so that Sir 
George Staunton, wdien told that the eajdain of 
the Tolbooth was waiting for him in his ])arlour, 
had no idea of mooting his former acquaintance, 
Jem lUtclitfo. 

This, therefore, was another new and most 
unpleasant suriirise, for he had no difficulty in 
recollecting this man's romai'kable fcature.s. The 
change, liowcvcr, from George Itobertson to Sir 
George Staunton, baffled even the jienet ration of 
Ratcliffo, and be bowled very low to the baronet 
and his guest, hoping Mr. Builei would excuse 
his recollecting that he was an old acquaintance. 

‘And once rendered my wdfe a iiicoe of great 
service,’ said Mr. Butler, ‘ for which she sent you 
a token of grateful acknowdedgment, which I hope 
came safe and was welcome.' 

* Doil a douht on’t,’ said KatclifFe, with a know- 
ing nod ; ‘ but ye arc muckle changed for the 
better since I saw ye, Maister Butler.' 

‘So much so, that I woiJ<ler you knew’ me.' 

‘Aha, then ! — Deil a face I see I ever forget,’ 
said Eatcliire ; while Sir George Staunton, tied 
to the stake, and ineajiable of escajiiiig, luter- 
n.illy cursed the aecuiacy of his memory. ‘And 
yet , sometimes, ’ coii tiiiued RateJifle, ‘ the sharjicst 
hand will he ta’in iu. There is a face in this 
very room, if I might piv.sumc to he sac bauld, 
that, ii I didna ken the honourable person it 
belnngs to, I might think it liad some cast of an 
auld aequaintaiKC.’ 

‘I should not be mucb flat teied,’ answered the 
baronet sternly, and nmscrl by Ibe risk in wdiich 
he saw' himseir placed, ‘ n it is to me you mean 
to apply that coraplimeiit.' 

‘ By no manner of means, sir,' said Ralclific, 
bowing very low ; ‘ I am come to receive your 

* There .seems an an.iclironism in the history of this 
'person. Ratclilfe, among other esctipes from justice, was 
release^ by the Portcous mob when under sentence of 

„ death; and hr was again undei the same predicament 
when the Highlanders made a similar jail-delivery in 174$. 
He was too sincere a Whig to embrace liberetinn at the 
hands of the Jacobites, and in reward was made one of 
the keepers of the Toiboolb. So at least runs constant 
tradition. 


honour’s commands, and no to trouble yoiur 
honour wi’ my poor observations.' 

‘ Well, sir,^ said Sir George, ‘ I am told you 
understand police matters— So do I. — ^To convince 
you of which, hero are ten guineas of retaining 
fee— I make them fifty when you can find me 
certain notice of a person, living or dead, whom 

J rou will find described in that paper. I shall 
eavc town presently— you may seiidf your written 

answer to me to the care of Mr. ' (naming 

his highly respectable agent), ‘or of his Grace 
the Bold High Commissioner. ’ Ratclilfe bowed 
and withdrew. 

‘ I have angered the jiroud peal now,' he said 
to himself, ‘by finding out a likeness; but if 
George Roliertson’s father had liv'od w'ithin a mile 
of his mother, d — n me if 1 should not know 
what to think, for as high as he carries his 
head.* 

When he was left alone with Butler, Sir George 
Staunton ordered tea and coffee, which w'ere 
brought l> 3 ’ his valet, and then, after eousider- 
iiig with himself for a minute, asked Ids guest 
wlielher he had lately heard from his wife and 
family. Butler, with .some surprise at the ques- 
tion, replied, ‘ tliat he had received no letter for 
some time ; his w'ife was a ))()or pcinvonian.' 

‘Then,' said Sir George Staunton, ‘1 am the 
first to inform yon there has been an invasion of 
your quiet juemisos since you left homo. My 
wife, whom the Duke of Argylo had the goodness 
to permit to use Roseneath Lodge, while she w'as 
sjiendingsome weeks in your country, has sallied 
across and taken up hci quarters in the manse, 
as she says, to he nearer the goats, w'hoso milk 
she is using ; hut, I believe, in reality, because 
she prefers Mrs. Butl(‘r’s company to that of the 
re.speetahle gentleman who acts as seneschal on 
the (hike’s domains,' 

Mr. Butler .«»aid, ‘Ho had often heard the late 
duke and the present speak wdth high respect of 
liady Staunton, and W'as liapjiy if his house could 
aceommodate any friend of theirs — it would be 
hut a very slight acknowledgment of the many 
favours he owed them.’ 

‘That does not make Lady Staunton and 
myself the less obliged to your liospitality, sir,* 
said Sir (Jeoj-ge. ‘JVlay 1 inquire if you think 
of rcturiiiug liorne soon ? ' 

‘In the course of tw'o days,* Mr. Butler 
answered, ‘ liis duty in the Assembly would be 
(‘iided ; and the ^ other matters ho had in tow'n 
being all liniHlieA, he was desirous of returning 
to Dumbartonshire as soon as lie could ; but ho 
was under the necessity of transjiorting a con- 
siderable sum in hills and money w'ith him, and 
therefore w’ished to travel in eoinjiany with one 
or tw'o of his brethren of the elcrgy.' 

‘ My escort will lie more safe,’ said Sir George 
Staunton, ‘and I tliiiik of setting off to-morrow 
or next day. If you will give, mo the pleasure 
of your company, I will undertake to deliver 
you and your charg(‘ safe at tlic manse, provided 
you will admit mo along with you.’ ^ 

Mr. Butler gratefully accepted of this proposal ; 
the appointment was made accordingly, and, by 
despatches with one of Sir George’s servants, 
who was sent forward for the puipose, the in- 
habitants of the manse of Knocktarlitie were 
made acquainted with the intended journey ; 
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ami the news ning tlirough the whole vicinity, 

* that the minister was corning bock wi’ a hraw 
English gentleman, and a* tlio siller that was to 
pay for the estkte of Craigstnre.’ 

This sudden resolution of going to Knock- 
tarlitie had been adopted by Sir (ieoi-ge Staunton 
in con sequence of the i'^cidents of tlie evening. 
In spite of his presout consequence, he felt he 
had presumed too far in venturing so near the 
scene of hi.s former audacious arts of violence, 
and lie knew loo well, from ])ast ex]>erience, the 
acuteness of a man like Ihiteliffe, again to en- 
counter him. The next two days he kept his 
lodmngs, under pretence of indisp(»sitioii, and 
took leave by vriting of his noble liicnd the 
High Oommi^gioiK'i’, alleging th<‘ oj)j>ortunity of 
Mr. Butler’s company ns a reason for leaving 
Edinburgh sooner than he had ])ro]M)sed. He 
had a long confeienee with his agent on tlic sub- 
ject of Annaple Bailzou ; and the piofessional 
gentleman, who was the agent also ot the Argyle 
family, had directions to collect all the iiiforina- 
tioii which Ttatclitfe or others iniglit be able to 
obtain concerning the fate of that woman and 
the unfortunate child, and, so soon as anything 
transpired which had the least ajinearnnee of 
being important, that be should send an e\j)ress 
with it instantly to Knoeklarlitie. These in- 
structions were liaekod with a deposit of luoiicy, 
and a rer^uest that no exjM^nse might be siiared ; 
so that Sir (Joorge Staunton bad little reason to 
npjirchond negligence on the jiart of the jiersons 
cntriwied with the eoiniiiissioii. 

The journey, wbh'li the budliers made in 
eompany, was attended with more pleasuie, even 
to Sir (loorge Staunton, than lie liad ventmed 
to expoet. Jlis heart lightened in s])ito of him- 
self when they lost sight of Kdinburgli ; and the 
easy, sensible conversation of Butler was well 
caleulated to withdraw bis thoughts from painful 
reflections# He even began to think wliellier 
there could be niueb difficulty in removing bis 
• wife's connexions to the reetoiy of AV ill high am ; 
it was only on his part proenring some .still 
better iireferiiieiit for tlie present incumbenl, 
and oil Butler’s, that lie .should take orders 
according to the English Church, to which he 
could not conceive a ])ossihility of liis making 
objection, and tlicii he liad them residing under 
his wing. No doubt there w'as pain in seuiig 
Mrs. Butler, aeiiuainted, as he knew her to lie, 
with the full tnith of his evihliistory ; hut then 
her silence, though lie had no reason to comidaiu 
of her indiscretiop liitlierto, wsas still more ab- 
solutely ensured. It would keep liis lady, also, 
both in good temper and in more siihjcetion ; 
for she was sometimes troul)le.sonie to liirn by 
insisting on n*maining in town wdien lie desii’cd 
to retire to the country, alleging the total want 
of society at Willingham. ‘ Madam, your sister 
is there,’ would, he thought, be a sufficient 
answer to this ready argument. 

He sounded Butler on this siiliject, asking 
what* he would think of an English living of 
twelve hundred pounds yearly, wdth the hurdeii 
of affbi’ding his company now and then to a 
neighbour, whose liealth was not strong or his 
spirits equal. ‘ He might meet,’ he said, ‘occa- 
sionally, a very leaded and accomplished gentle- 
man. who was in orders as a Catholic priest, but 
73" 


lie hoped that would bo no iiisurmouiiiahlo 
objection to a man of his liberality of sentiment. 
What,’ he. said, ‘would Mr. Butler think of as 
an answer, if the offer should be made to him ? ’ 

‘Simply that I could not accept of it,’ said 
Mr. Butl<‘r. ‘ I have no mind to outer into the 
vanous dehate.-i between the churcLos ; but 1 
W'as brought up in mine ow'ii, have received 
lier ordination, am satisfied of the tinth of her 
doetiines, and will die under the banner 1 have 
enlisted to.’ 

‘ What may he the value of your preferment ? * 
siiid Sir (h'oigo Staunton, ‘unless I am asking 
an iiidiseieet (jnestion.’ 

‘IVobably one bundled a-year, one year with 
another, besides iriy glebe and jiashire -ground.’ 

‘ And you sennile to exchange that for Iw'elvo 
hundred a-yj‘ar, without alleging any damning 
diftereiiee of doctrine lietwixt the two chiirehcs 
ot England and Scotland < ’ 

‘On that, sir, 1 ha\c reserved my judgment ; 
there may lie iniieli good, and tliere ai'c eerUinly 
.saving means in holli ; hut every man must art 
according to liis own liglits. 1 hojic 1 have 
done, and am in tlie eoiiise of doing, my Master’s 
work in tliis lliglilaiid jiaiisJi ; and it would ill 
become me, for the sake of lucre, to leave my 
shecji in the wihhTiii'ss, But, even in tho 
temporal view w'hich you have taken of tho 
iiiattei. Sir (George, this hundred pounds a-year 
of .stijiend hath ted and clothed ns, and left us 
notliiiig to wish lor; my fatlier-iii-Iaw’s succes- 
sion, and otlier eireiimstanees, liavo added a 
small estate of about twice as inueh more, and 
how w'care to dispose of if I do not know’.- So 1 
leave it to you, sir, to think if I weie w'ise, not 
li.iving the w ish or opportunity of spending three 
hundred a -year, to covet tlic possession of four 
times that sum.’ 

‘This is jiliiloRopliy,’ said Sir Heoige; *I have 
heaid of it, hut I never .saw it before.’ 

‘It is common .sense,’ repli(‘d Butler, ‘which 
aecord.s with ])hil(>Roj>hy ainl religion more 
friquently than pedants or zealots are ajit to 
admit.’ 

Sir iJeorgo turned the subject, and did not 
again resume it. Although tliey travelled in Sir 
(reorgc’.s chariot, lie seemed so mueli fatigued 
with the motion, that it w’as necessary for him 
to remain for a day at a small town called Mid-* 
CaldcT, wliieh w'as their lirst stage from Edin- 
burgh. (Jlasgow’ occupied another day, so slow 
weie their motions. 

They travelled on to Dumbarton, where tliey 
had resolved to leave the equipage, and to hire a 
boat to take them to the shores near the manse, 
as the Bare Ijoch lay betwixt them and that 
]>oint, besides the impossibility of travelling in 
that district witli wheel-caiTiagcs. Sir George’s 
valet, a man of trust, aceompanied them, as 
also a footman ; the grooms W’crc left with tho 
carriage. Just as this arrangement was com- 
pleted, which was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon, an express arrived from Sir George’s 
agent in Edinhurgli, with a packet, which he 
opned and read with great attention, appearing 
much interested and agitated by the contents. 
The packet had been despatched very soon after 
their leaving Edinburgh, but the messenger hod 
missed the travellers by passing through Mid- 
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Calder in the niglil, and ovcr-^liot his errand hy 
getting to liosencalh befuie llieiii. IFo ■\^as now 
on his return, after Iia\iiig waited more than 
four -and -twenty hours. Sir (Toorgo St uiiiton 
instantly wiotf' ImHv an answer, and, nwaiding 
the inebsengtr lilxia!!}, <lesind Inm not to bleep 
till he ])l:u-ed it in his agent’s hands. 

At length they end )arked in the boat, wdiieli 
had waiteii for them some time. Dining tin ir 
voyage, which was slow, for they were ohligid 
to row the whole way, and ofti'ii against the 
tide, Sir George Staunton’s iiniuiiies ran chiefly 
on the subject of the High land banditti who 
had infested that countiy since the year MAT), 
JJutler inlbimcd him that many of them were 
not natiix* Highbinders, but gil»bies, tinkers, and 
other men of desjwrate foi tunes, aOio had taken 
advantage of the contusion intiodueed by the 
civil war, the general diseontent of the moun- 
taineers, and tlie unsettled state cd ]K)lice, to 
practLso their plundering trade with moie 
audacity. Sir George ne\t iiupiired into then 
lives, their habits, wdiether the 'i iolenei s whitli 
they committed were not sometimes atoned for 
by acts of generositj^, and Aihether the}' did not 
possess the virtues as W'cll as the vices of savage 
tribes ? 

Butler answered, that eeitainly they did 
bometimes bliow s]»arks of geiierosit}", of which 
even the w^orst class of nialefaotors aie seldom 
utterly divested ; but that ibeir (wil iiropeiibitiis 
were certain and leguUr jiriiieijiles of action, 
while any occasional burst of ^irtuous feeling 
was only a transient imjuilse not to be icekoiied 
upon, and excited probably by some singular 
and unusual eoiieato nation of cireumstances. In 
iliscusbing these iucpiiries, which Sir George 
pursued with an apparent eagerness that rather 
Bur]>rised Butler, the latter chanced to mention 
the name of Doiiaelia dim na Duinigh, with 
which the reader is alieady aeipiainted. Sir 
George caught the sound up eagerly, and as if 
it conveyou particular inteiesl to his ear. He 
made the most minute inmiiiics loueeniiiig the 
man whom he mentioned, Hie number of his 
gang, and even the Rp])earaucc of Hio.se who 
belonged to it. Uj>oii these points Butler (ould 
give little answer. The man had a name among 
the low^er class, but bis e\])loita w «to considoi- 
ably exaggeiated; be bad ahvays one or two 
fellows with him, but ni ver aspired to the com- 
mand of above tlnee or four, fii shoit, he knew 
little about him, and Hie small acquaintance lie 
had hail by no means inclined him to desire more. 

* Nevcrtboless, 1 should like to see him some 
of these days.’ 

* That w ould be a dangerous meeting. Sir 
George, unless you J.icar wc arc to see him 
receive his deserts fiom the law, and then it 
wore a melancholy one.’ 

‘Use every man according to his deserts, Mr. 
Butler, and who shall esea]>e whip])iiig? But 
I am talking riddles to you. 1 w ill explain them 
more fully to you when I have s])okoii over the 
subject with Lady Staunton. — Bull away, my 
lads,’ he added, addressing himself to the rowois ; 
*the clouds threaten us with a stonn,* 

In fact, the dead and heavy closeness of the 
Itjir, th^ huge piles of clouds which assembled in 
(Aait^steni horilOn, and glowed like a, furnace 


undeT- the influenco of the setting sun — that 
awful stillness in which nature seems to expect 
the thuiider-burbt, as a condemned soldier w'aits 
for the platoon fiio wdiich is to stretch him on 
Hie (.irtli, all bi tokened a speeily stoiiii. Large 
bioad diupb fell Irom time to lime, and induced 
the gentlemen to assume the boat-cloaks ; but 
Hie lain again ceased, and the oppressive heat, 
.so unusual in Scotland in Hie end ot May, in- 
eliiicd them to throw Hieni aside. ‘There is 
something solemn in this delay of the storm,* 
said Sir George ; ‘ it seems as if it suspended its 
])eal till it solemnized some iiii])oitaiit cvoiit in 
tlie woild below.’ 

‘Alas ! ’ replied Jbitler, ‘ wliat aie wo that Hio 
laws of nature should coiTCsjmiid .mi their inaich 
wiih our ejdiemeral deeds or siilleriiigs ? The 
clouds will buist when siiielnirged wdth the 
(Ici-tiic fluid, whether a goat is falling at that 
instant from Hie cliffs of Arran, or a hero exjiiriiig 
on the held of bat He lie li.as won.’ 

‘Tbe mind didigbts to deem it otherwise,’ said 
Sir Gioige Staunton; ‘and to dwell on Hio 
fate of humanity as on that wlinli is Hie prime 
central iiiovenuni of Hie mighty inaeliinc. Wc 
lu\e not to Hunk that we shall mix W’ith the 
ages that lia\c gone befoie us, as tliese broad 
black raindro])s mingle with tin* waste of waters, 
making a tnlling and inoineiitary eddy, and are 
then lost foi iMor.' 

‘ For ( Vi r !— we aie not — we cannot be lost for 
c\ci,*said BuHir, looking upw’aid ; ‘death is to 
ns change, not eonsiiiiiination ; and the coni- 
mencenicnt of a new existence, coiiesponding in 
cliar«icter to the deeds wliicli w’c have done in 
the body.’ 

AVhilo they agitated these grave subjects, to 
wbiili Hie solemnity of Hie nppioacliing storm 
iiatuially led tbem, Hieir voyage threatened to 
be inoic tedious tliaii they expected, for gusts of 
wind, winch lose and fell with sudden impetu- 
osity, swept the bosom of Hie lirtli, and imjieded 
Hie elTorts of tbe lowers. They bad now only to 
double a small headland, in older to get to Hie 
]no])ei landing-] il.iee in Hie mouth of the little 
in Cl ; but in the state of Hie weather, and the 
boat being heavy, this amis like to be a work ol 
(line, and in Hie imanwliilc tliey iniist neces- 
j-.arily be oxiiosed to Hie .stoiiii. 

‘Gould Ave not land on Ibis side of the head- 
l.ind,’ aski'd Sir Geoige, ‘and so gain some 
shelter { ’ 

Butler knew of no landing-plaee, at least none 
affording a eonvenient or even practicable passage 
up the rocks wliicli surroundea the shore. 

‘Think again,’ said Sir George Staunton ; ‘the 
storm will soon bo violent.’ 

‘Iloul, ay,' said one of the boatmen, 'there’s 
the Caird’s Cove ; but avc diuiia tell the minister 
about it, and I am no sure if 1 can steer the 
boat to it, Hio b.ny is sae fu’ o’ shoals and sunk 
rocks.’ 

‘Try,’ said Sir George, ‘and I will give you 
half-a-giiiuoa.’ • 

The old felloAv took the helm, and observed, 
‘That, if they could get in, there Avas a steep 
path up from the beach, and lialf-an-hour’s walk 
from tlienee to the manse.’ 

‘Are yon sure you knoAv the way?* said Butler 
to the old man. 
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‘ I maybe keii’d it a wee bit better fifteen years 
syne, when Daudie Wilson was in iJio firtli wV 
Ills elean-gaiiging lugger. I mind Dandie had 
a wild young Englislier wi’ him, that they 
ca’d * 

‘If you chatter so inueh/ s.ji<l Sir (leorge 
Staunton, ‘you an ill June tlie boat on the tiiind- 
stone —bring that A\liib roek in .i line 'with tlie 
stceide.' 

‘ By (l“-d,’ said the veteran, staring, ‘ I think 
your honoiii kens tin* l)ay as weel as me. — 
Your lionour’s nose lias been on the (Trindstone 
ere now. I’m thinking.’ 

As they spoke thus, they a]»j)roachcd the little 
cove, which, concealed l)eliind ciags, and de- 
fended on every ])oint by shallow’s and sunken 
rocks, could sear<*e be diseoveied or approached, 
cxeejit by those intimate ^\itli the jiavigation. 
An old shattered boat was alieady drawn uji on 
the beach wntliin the cove, close beneath the 
trees, and Avith ])rceautions for concealment. 

Upon obserMug this vessel, Butler reniaiked 
to his comjmnioii, ' It is iinjiossible for you to 
conceive. Sir (leorge, the ditliculty I have had 
with my poor peojile, in teaching them the 
guilt and the ilanger of this contraband trade - 
yet they liaAC i)erpetua]ly betorc their eyes all 
its dangerous eoiise(|uenees. I do not know an> - 
thing tliat more clfeetually dc]U’ave.s and mins 
their moral and ndigious jirincijdes.’ 

Sir (leorge forced himself to say something in 
a low voice about the spirit of adventure natural 
to youth, and that unquestionahly many would 
become Aviser as tliey grew older. 

‘Too seldom, sir’’ ie])]ied Butler. ‘If they 
liavo been deojdy engaged, and es])e('ially if they 
haAre mingled indln soene.s ol violence and blood 
to which their oeeupatioii naturally leads, I have 
observed that, sooner or later, they come to an 
evil end. Kxperioiicc, as avcII as Scripture, 
teaches ns, (h'orge, that mischief shall hunt 
the violent man, and that the bloodthirsty man 
shall not live half his days. - But take my arm 
to help you ashore.’ 

Sir George needed assistance, for he was eoii- 
trasting in his altered thought the dilfereiit 
feelings of mind and frame with Avhieli he had 
formerly frequented tlie .same place. As they 
landed, a Ioav growl of thunder Avas heard at 
a distance. 

‘That is ominous, Air. Butler,’ said Sir Georgt . 

' IntonuU hivnm — it is ominws of good, then,* 
ansAverod Butler, smiling. 

The boatmen AA’cre ordered to make tlie best of 
their way round the headland to the ordinary 
landing-place ; the tw’o gentlemen, folloAved by 
their servant, sought their way by a blind ami 
tangled path, through a elo.se eop.s<*Avood, to tlie 
manse of KnoektaiHtie, Avhcrc their arrival "was 
anxiously expected. 

The sisters in vain had expected their hus- 
bands' return on the preceding day, Avliicli was 
that appointed by Sir George’s letter. The delay 
of the travellers at Calder had (iv‘easioned this 
breach of appointment. The inhabitants of the 
manse began even to ilonht whether they would 
arrive on the present day. Lady Staunton felt 
this hope of delay as a brief rejuieve, for she 
dreaded the pangs which her husband’s pride 
must undergo at meeting with a sister-in-law, to 


whom the Avholo of his unhajqiy and dislionour- 
ablo history w'as too Avoll known. She knew', 
AvhateA’cr force or constraint lie might jait upon 
his feelings in public, that she herself nuist he 
doomed to see them display theiiiselA’CS in full 
Aehemence hi st'cret, — con.siimc his health, de- 
stroy Ins tempei, and render him at oneo an 
object of dread and compassion. Again and 
again she cautioned .le.inic to <lisplay no tokens 
of recognition, hut t«) lecciAc him as a perfect 
sti anger,— and again and Jigain *loaiiie renewed 
her promise to eom]>ly aa ith lier aa'isIics. 

Jeanie hers«‘lf could not lail to bestow an 
anxious thoiiglit tm the aw kAvavdiicss of the 
approaching m<‘eting ; hut her consei<‘neo AAa,s 
iingallcfl — and then she A\as ( umheied Avith many 
household cares t)( an nmisnal natuic, wdiich, 
joined to the anxious wish once more to sec 
Butler, after an ahscnco of unusual length, 
made her cxtrcmelydesirous that the travellers 
should arrwe as soon as possible. And-A\hy 
should I disguise the triitli ^ cA'er and anon a 
thought stole across her mind tljat her gala 
dinner had now been jiostjumcd lor tw'O days; 
and hoAV lew ol tlie dishes, after eA(‘iy art of her 
simple cuistne had been exerted to dress them, 
eonbl AA’ith any credit or ju'ojniety ap)>ear again 
u]Km the third; and Avliat was she to do with 
the rest'/ -Upon this last subjaet she Avas saved 
the trouble of further deliberation, by the sudden 
ajqiearanee of the ea]>lain at the bead of half-a- 
do/en sto'it hallows, diesscd and armed in the 
Highland fasliion. 

‘(loot morrow morning to ye, Leddy Staunton, 
and I hope 1 liae the iileasuie to see you W'cel. — 
And goot -morrow to you, goot Airs. Piiiler. — I do 
|xg you Avill order some victuals and ale and 
prandy for the lads, for am* hao pc^eii out on firth 
and moor since afore daylight, and a* to no pur- 
pose neither — Got tarn ! ’ 

So saying, he sat dow'ii, jmshed baiik his 
brigadier AA'ig, and Aviped his head Avitli an air of 
easy importance ; totally regardless of the look 
of Avell-hred astoiiisJiment by which Lady 
Staunton endeavoured to make liim coinjirchenu 
that he was assuming too gieat a liberty. 

‘It is some comfort, Avlien one }ia.s had a sair 
tussle,* continued the eajilain, addreasing Lady 
Slaimton Avith an air of gallantry, ‘tliat it is 
ill a fair leddy’s seiviee, or in the Bcrvieo of a 
gmtlenian Avhilk has a fair leddy, whilk is 
the same thing, sima serving the hushaud is 
serving the Aviie, as Alls. Putler does very weel 
know.’ 

‘ Really, sir,’ said Ijady Staunton, ‘ as you seem 
to intena this coinpliinent for me, 1 am at a loss 
to know Avhat interest Sir George or I can have 
in your movements this morning.’ 

* 0, Cot lam ! — this is too cruel, my leddy — as 
if it was not py special exjiress from his Grace’s 
honourable agent and conimbssioner at Edin- 
burgh, with a warrant conform, that 1 w’as to 
seek for and apprehend Donaoha dhu na Dimaigh, 
and pring Inm pefore myself and Sir George 
Staunton, that ho may have his deserts, that 
i.s to say, the gallows, Avhilk he lias doubtless 
deserveil, )>y i>eing the nuNins of fiightening 
your ]eddysliL2>, ^ something of less 

importance.* 

I ^Erighteuiug me ! ’ said her ladyship ; * whji 
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1 never wrote to Sir (xworge about my alarm at 
the waterfall.’ 

* Tlien ho must have heard it otherwise ; for 
what else give liim hie an earnest tesiro 
to see Ibis ra])seallioii, that 1 maim ripe the 
halo mosses and nmirs in tlie country for liim, 
ns if 1 were to get .sonietliing for finding him, 
when the pest o’t might be a ]»all through my 
pi-aius ? * 

* Can it he 7e.il Iv Inn*, that it is on Sir (teorge’s 
.'leeount that you have been atteni}>tiiig to a]>pre- 
heud this fellow i ’ 

‘ l*y Cot, it is lor no othr r < ause that I know 
than his honour’s ]»l(‘asuie ; for tlie oreatiire 
might hao gone on in a decent (juiot way for me, 
sae lang as ho respcetit the duke’s pounds— put 
reason goot he siild be taen, and hangit to ]>oot, 
if it may pleasure oiiy^ honoiuable sheiitleman 
that is tiio duke's friend. — ftae I got the express 
over night, and I eaiiscd wain half-a-score of 
]>retty lads, and was up in the morning pc foie 
the sun, and 1 gar’d tlic lads take their kilts 
and short coats.’ 

‘I wonder you did that, c.aj)tain,’ said Mi.s. 

1 Sutler, ‘when yon know the act of jiarliament 
against wearing the Highland dress.’ 

*Hout, tout, ne’er fash your thumb, Mrs. 
1 hitler. The law is put twa-lhree yeais aiild yet, 
and is ower young to liae come our length ; ami 
pesides, how is tlie lads to elimb the pracs wi’ 
tliao tamn’d hreckens on them ? It makes me 
sick to see them. Put ony liow, I thought I 
ken VI Donacha’s haunt gey and wool, and I was 
at the i)la(*e when* he had rested yestreen ; for 
I saw tlio leaves the limmers liad lain on, and 
the ashes of them ; by the same token, there 
was a pit greeshoch pnniiiig yet. I am thinking 
they got some word out o’ the island ^\hat was 
iiitenaed. — I sought every glen and cleueh, as 
if T had been deer-stalking, but toil a'waulfof 
his coat-tail eoiild 1 see -(V)t tarn ! * 

* He’ll bo away down tlic filth to Cowal,’ 
said David, and Reuben, wlio had been out 
early that morning a nutting, ol).served, ‘That 
he had seen a boat making for the Caird’s Cove ; * 
a place well known to the boys, thougli their 
less adventurous father was ignorant of its 
existence. 

‘Py Cot,* Siiid Duncan, Mlieu J will stay here 
no longer than to trink tiiis very horn of nr, indy 
and water, for it’s very ])ossible they will pe in 
the wood. Doii.acha’s a clever fellow, and may- 
po thinks it pest to sit next the ehimley when 
the linn reeks. He thought nacbody would look 
for him sae near hand ’ 1 peg your Icddyship 

will excuse my aprii]>t ib iiartuie, as I will return 
forthwith, and I will either Tiring yon Domacha 
in life, or else his liea^b whilk I dare to say 
will be as satisfactory. And I hojic to jiass a 

I dcasant evening with your leddyship; and I 
lope to have mine revenges on Mr. 1 hitler at 
packganunon, for the lour pennies whilk he 
won, for he will jn* suiely at home .soon, or else 
he will have a wet journey, seeing it is apout to 
pe a 8c*ud.* 

Thus saving, with many scrapes and bows, 
and apologies for leaving them, wbicb were very 
readily receiveti, and reiterated assuraiices of his 
flpeedy return (of the Biiicerity whereof Mrs. 
Butler entertaijaed no doubt, so long os her best 


greybeard of brandy was upon duty), Dunoan 
left the manse, collected liis followers, and 
began to scour tlio close and entangled wood 
which lay between the little glen and the Caird’s 
CV)ve. David, who was a favourite with the 
captain, on account of his spirit and courage, 
took file opportunity of escaj'ing, to attend the 
investigations of that great man. 


CHAPTER LI. 

1 did send for thee, 

'lhat Talbot’s name might be in thee revived, 

When sapless age, and weak, unable limbs, ^ 

Should hriii]^ thy father to his drooping chair. 

I’ut -() malignant and ill-boding stars ! — 

Imkst I'akt of Hfnry the Sixth. 

Duncan and his }>nrty had not iiroceedcd very 
far in the diiection of the Caird’s Covo heforo 
they heard a shot, which was quickly followed 
by one or two others. ‘Some tamnM villains^ 
among the roe-deer,’ said Duncan; ‘look sharp 
out, lads.’ 

The clash of swords was next heard, and 
Duncan and his myrmidons, hastening to the 
.spot, found Ihitlcr and Sir George Staunton’s 
servant in the Ipaiids of four rufliaiis. Sir George 
himself lay stretched on the ground, with his 
drawn sword in liis hand. Duncan, who was as 
brave as a lion, instantly tired his pistol at the 
leader of the band, nnslicathcd his sword, cried 
out to his men, (^laymm'e ! and ran his weapon 
through tlie liody of the fellow whom he had 
jircviously w’ounded, who w’as no other than 
Donaclia dim na Duiiaigh liiimjelf. The other 
banditti were sjiecdily overjiowered, excepting 
one young lad, wdio made w’ondcrful resistance 
for his ye.ars, and was at lengtli secured with 
diflioulty. 

Ihitlcr, so soon as he was liberated from the 
ruflians, ran to raise Sir George Staunton, but 
life had w^holly left him. 

‘A creat misfortune,’ said Duncan ; *I think 
it will pe post that I go foi-w^ard to intimate it 
to the coot lady. — Tavie, my dear, you hae 
.smelle»l ])outlier lor the tirst time this day— take 
my hwhutI and hack oif Donaehii’s head, whilk 
wull ]»c coot ])ractice for you against the time 
you may wish to do the same kindness to a 
living sheiitleman — or hould • as your father 
does not approve,' you may leave it alone, as he 
will ])e a greater object of satisfaction to Leddy 
Staunton to set* him entire ; and I hope she will 
do me the credit to jieliovc tliat I can afonge a 
shell 1 1 email’s idood fery speedily and well.’ 

Such W’as the observation of a man too much 
accustomed to the ancient state of manners in 
tho Highlands, to look upon the issue of such 
a skirmish as anything worthy of wonder or 
emotion. 

"We will not attemjit to describe the very 
contrary effect wdiich the unexpected (Jisaster 
produced U]k)ii Lady StauntonJ wdien tlie bloody 
corpse of her husband was brouglit to tlie house, 
where she expected to meet liim alive and well. 
All was forgotten, but that he was the lover of 
lier youth ; and whatever were his faults to the 
world, that he had towards her exhibited only 
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those that arose from the inequality of spirits 
and temper, incident to a situation of unparalleled 
difficulty. In the vivacity of her grief she gave 
way to all the natural irritability of her tein|»er ; 
shriek followed shriek, and swoon suecceded to 
swoon. It required all .Icaiiie’s watchful oifection 
to prevent her from making known, in these 
paroxysms of afllielion iniieli which it w as of the 
liighest importance that she should keep secret. 

At length silence and exhaustion succooded to 
frenzy, and Joanic stole out to take counsel with 
her husband, and to exhort him to anticipate 
the captain’s interference, hy taking possession, 
in Tjaoy Staunton’s name, of the private pa\»ers 
of lier deceased husl >an d . To the utter a st< mish- 
incnt of Ihitler, she now, for the lirst time, 
exjdained thc^elatiou hetwixt herself and Lady 
Staunton, which authorized, nay, deinandocl, 
that he should prevent any stranger from being 
unnecessarily made acMpiaintcd with her family 
affairs. It was in such a crisis that .Teaiiie’s 
active and undaunted habits of virtuous exertion 
w^ere most conspicuous. While the captain’s 
attention was still engaged by a ijrolonged 
refreshment, and a very tedious examiiiation, in 
Gaelic and English, of all llio prisoiiers, and 
every other witness of the fatiil transaction, she 
had tlie body of her brother-in-law undressed 
and properly disposed. It then appeared, from 
the crucifix, the beads, and the shirt of liair 
which he wore next his pcrst)n, that his sense of 
guilt had induced him to receive the dogmata of 
a religion, which jiretends, hy the maceration of 
the body, to expiate the crimes of the soul. In 
the packet of papers which tfio ex])r(‘ss had 
brought to Sir George Staunton from Ediiilmrgh, 
and which Butler, aiithorizcd by his connection 
with the deceased, did not scruple to examine, 
he found new and astonishing intelligence, 
which gave him reason to thank (4od lie had 
taken tliat measure. 

Ratclifl^, to whom all sorts of misdeeds and 
misduors wore familiar, instigaled by the pro- 
mised reward, soon found liimsclf in a condition 
to trace the infant of these unhappy parents. 
The woman to whom Meg Murdookson had sold 
that most unfortunate child, had made it the 
companion of her wanderings and her beggary, 
until he was about seven or eight years old, w hen, 
as Ratcliffe learned from a companion of hers, 
then in the Correction House of Edinburgh, she 
sold him in her turn to Donacha dhu na Dunaigh. 
This man, to whom no act of mischief was un- 
known, was occasionally an agent in a horrible 
trade then carried on betwixt Scotland and 
America, for supplying the plantations with 
servants, by means of Jcidnajqringj as it was 
termed^ both men and women, but especially 
children under age. Hero Ratcliffe lost sight of 
tlie boy, but had no doubt but Donacha dhu 
could give an account of him. Tlie gentleman 
of the law, so often mentioned, despatched 
therefore an express, with a letter to Sir George 
Staupton, and anotlier covering a warrant for 
apprehension of Donacha, with instructions to 
the Captain of Knockdundor to exert his utmost 
energy for that purpose. 

Possessed of this information, and with a mind 
agitated by the most gloomy apprehensions, 
Butler now joined the captain, and obtained 


from him with some difficulty a sight of tlm 
examinations. These, with a few (piestions to 
the elder of tlio jirisoncrs, soon confirmed the 
most dreadful of Butler’s anticipations. AVo 
give the heads of the in formation, without 
descemling into minute details. 

Donai'ha dim had indeed jturi'liascd Effie’i 
unhappy ihild, with the ])urpose of selling it to 
the Auicricau traders, whom he had been in the 
habit of supplying with liumaii tlcsli. But no 
opj)ort\iuity occuned tor some time; and the 
boy, who was known hy t\\e name of ‘Tho 
^VhistlcT,’ made some iinpressimi on the heart 
and affections oven of this nide savage, perhaps 
hocanse he saw in him flashes of a sjiirit as hevco 
and vindictive as his own. When Donacha 
struck or thicatcncd him — a very common 
occurrenis*— he did not. answ er with complaints 
and entreaties like other children, hut with oath.s 
and efforts at revenge - he had all the wild merit, 
too, hy wdiich Woggarw'olfe’s arrow-bearing page 
won the hard heart of his master : 

Like a wild ciib. re.u d at the niffinn's feet, 

He loiild say bitiiij' ji-'ts, hold ditties iiiiif, 

And tiuafl* his r<j.'irnin>; bumper at the bonid, 

With all the moclvciy of a little man.* 

In slioit, ns Donaclia dhu said, tho Whistler 
was a btirn imj) of Satan, and therefore lie should 
never leave liim. Acconliii/jly, from his eleventh 
year forward, he was one of tho band, and often 
engaged in acts of violence. The last of these 
was more immediately occasioned by the re- 
searches wdiich the Whistler’s real father made 
after liini whom he had been taught to consider 
as such. Donacha dim’s frars had been for 
some time excited by tho strength of the means 
iihicli began now to bo omjdoyed against persons 
of bis descrij)iion. He was sensible ho existed 
only hy the preearious indulgence of his name- 
sake, Duncan of Knockduhder, who was used to 
boast that he could put him down or string liim 
up when he had a mind. He resolved to leave 
the kingdom by means of one of those sloops 
which were (‘iigagcd in the traffic of liis old kid- 
napping friends, and whicli was about to sail 
for America ; but he was desirous first to strike 
a bold stroke. 

The nifliaii’s cujiidity w'as excited hy tho in- 
t^'lligenee, that a wealthy Englishman was com- 
ing to the manse— ho had neither forgotten the 
Whistler’s report of tlie gold he had seen in Lady 
Staunton’s purse, nor his old vow of revenge 
against tho minister ; and, to bring the whme 
to a point, he conceived the hojic of appropriat- 
ing the money, which, according to the general 
report of the country, the minister was to bring 
from Edinburgh to pay for his new purchase. 
While he was considering how he m^^ht best 
accom]>]ish his purpose, he received the intelli- 
gence from one quarter, that the vessel in which 
he proposed to sail was to sail immediately from 
Greenock ; from anotlier, that the minister and 
a rich English lord, with a great many thousand 
pounds, were expected the next evening at the 
manse ; and from a third, that ho must consult 
his safety by leaving his ordinary haunts as soon 
as possible, for that the captain had ordered out 
a party to scour the glens for him at break of 

*£tbwald. 
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day! Doiiacha laid liis plana with proinjititudo 
and decision. IIo enihaikod with the Whistler 
and two others of liis hand (whom, by the ]>y, 
he ineaiil to sell to tin* kidnappers), and set sail 
for the Caird’s (’ove. Ho intended to lurk till 
nightfiill in thn \\(»(»d adjoiniiif^ to this place, 
which ho thoufilit ^^as too near the habitation 
wf men to e'teile the suspieioii of Duncan Knock, 
then bic.ik into Sutler’s peaceful habitation, 
and Hcsli at once Ins ap[)etite for plunder and 
revenge. When his villauy was accomplished, 
his boat was tcv convey him to the vessel, which, 
according to previous agreement with the master, 
was instantly to set sail. 

Tliis desperate design would ]»rohahly have 
sneeceded, Imt for the julHans being discovered 
in their lurking-] >la(je l)y Sir Hcorge Staunton 
and llutler, in their accidental walk from the 
Oaird’s (Jove towards the manse. Finding him- 
self detected, and at the sauio time observing 
that the servant carried a casU<>t, or .strong ho\, 
Doiiaeha eonccive«l that both his prize and his 
victims were within his ])ower, and .attacked 
the travclleis witliout hesitation. Sliots weic 
fired and swords drawn on both sides; Sir 
Ueorgo Staunton offered tlio bravest resistance, 
till lie fell, as there was too imieli reason to 
believe, by the hand of a son, so long sought, 
and now at length so uiihaptiily met. 

While Butler was half-stimin'd by tliLs iutelli- 

g ciiec, the hoarse voice of Knoekdunder added to 
is conaternatiou. 

* I will take the li])crty to take down the pell- 
rot»cs, Mr, Putlor, as I must ])0 taking order to 
hang these idle ])ooi)le no to-iiiorrow morning, to 
teach them more consiueration in their doings 
in future.* 

Ihitlcr entreated him to r<*meuiber the act 
abolishing the heritable jurisdictirms, and that 
ho ought to send them to (llnsgow or ln>eiaiy, 
to bo tried by the (hiciiit. Duncan seoiued the 
proposal. 

*Tho Jniisdietioii Act,’ he said, ‘ had nothing 
to do ]>ut with the rebels, and speeially not with 
Argyle’s country ; and ho would hang tJie men 
U]) all throe in one row before coot Lodcly Staun- 
ton’s windows, wliieh would be a great comfort 
to her in tlio morning to see that the coot g( iitle- 
niaii, her lnis])aiid, had ])een suitably afenged.’ 

\nd the utmost leiigtli that Butler’s most 
earnest entieaties could ]»rcvail was, that he 
would vcs(‘rvc ‘the t'wa jug carhss for tJie Circuit, 
but as for him they <M’d the Fustier, lie should 
try liow ho could fustic* in a .swinging tow, for 
it suldna be said that a sin utlenian, friend to 
the duke, was killed iu his country, and Ids 
people didna take at hsi'-t tw.i lives for ane,* 
Butler entreated hitii lo s]iare the ^ietim for 
his soul’s sake. But K'lockduiider .an,swered, 

* that the soul of such a seiim h.id l»eeu long the 
tefil’s proiiorty, and tliat, ('ot t.T-m ! ho w'a.s de- 
termined to the telil hi-, duo.’ 

All persuasion w\as in vain, aii<l Dum an issued 
his mandate for e\pcution on tin** sueeeediiig 
morning. The child of guilt ami misery was 
separated from his conijauioiis, strongly }>in- 
ioned, and committed to a separate room, of 
which the ca]>taiu ke})t the key. 

In the silence of the night, however, Mrs. 
Bntier arose, resolved, if possible, to avert, at 


least to delay, the fate which hung over her 
nephew, especially if, ui)on conversing with him, 
she slioiild SCO any hope of liis lieing brought 
to better teiri])er. She Ind a rnastor-koy that 
opened every lock in the house ; and at mid- 
night, when nil w^as .si ill, she .stood before the 
eyes of tlie astonished young savage, as, hard 
bound with cords, be l;iy, lik< ;i slieep designed 
for slangliter, ujioii a quantity of the refuse of 
llax wliieh tilled a corner in the ai>artment. 
Amid features sunburnt, tawii}’, grimed with 
dirt, and obscured by liis .shaggy hair of a 
lusted black colour, .Icaiiic tried in vain to 
trace the likeness of cither of his \ery handsonio 
parents. Yet how could she refuse conijiassion 
to a creature so young and .so wi etched, — so 
much more wretched than even he himself could 
lie ciwan* of, since the murder ho had too jno- 
bcibly eomrnitlel with his own hand, hut in 
wdiich ho had at any rate participated, was in 
fact a jiarric ifh* She ])laci‘d food on a taliJo 
near him, raised him, and slacked the cords on 
his arms, so as to ])ermit him to feed himself. 
He stretched out his hands, still smeared with 
blood, perliaps that of his father, anrl ho ate 
voiaciously and in silence. 

* What is your fiist name?' said Jeaiiie, by 
way of o])eiiiiig the eoiivcrsalion. 

‘The Whistler.’ 

‘ But your Christian name, by which you wore 
baptized ? ’ 

* I never was bajitized that I know of — I have 
no other name than the Whistlei.' 

M*oor unhappy abandoned lad • ’ said Jcaiiie, 
‘What would yo do if you could cscafie from 
this })laco, and the death you arc to die to- 
11101 row morning ? ’ 

Moin wi’ Kob Boy, or wi’ Sergeant More 
Cameron’ (noted frcebooteis at that lime), ‘and 
revenge Doiiaclia’s death on all and .suiidiy.’ 

* 0 ye unhappy boy,’ said Jeaiiio, ‘do ye kcii 

what wmII come o yo when yo die ? ’ ** 

‘I shall neither feel caiild nor hunger more,’ 
said the youth doggedly. 

‘To let him be exeeuto iu this dreadful state 
of mind w'ould bo to dcstioy baith body and soul 
— and to let him gang I dare not- -what will bo 
done? — But ho is my sister’s son — niy owm 
nephew — our flesh and blood -and his liaiids 
and feet are yerked as tight as cords can bo 
drawm. — Whistler, do the cords hurt you ?’ 

‘Very luueh.’ 

‘ But, if I were ‘to .slacken them, you would 
liarm me ? ’ 

‘ No, I w’ould not — you never banned mo or 
mine.’ 

There may be good in liim yet, thought Jcaiiic ; 
I will try fair play with him. 

Slie cut his bond.s — ^lie stood upright, looked 
round with a laugh of wild exultation, clapped 
liis hands together, and sprung from the p'ound, 
as if in transport on finding himself at liberty. 
Tie looked so wild, that Jeanio trembled at what 
she had done. 

‘ Let me out,* said the young savage. ^ 

‘ I \vuiiiia, unless you promise ’ 

‘ Then I’ll make you glad to lei us both out.* 

He seized the lighted caudle and threw it 
among the flax, which was instantly in a flame. 
Jeanie screamed, and ran out of the room ; the 
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prisoner rushed, past her, threw open a window 
ill the passage, jumped into Die garden, sprung 
over its oiielosure, lioundod Uiroiigli the wowls 
like a deer, and gained the sea -shore. Alcan- 
J'une, the tiro was extinguished, imt the prisoner 
WhS sought ill vain. As .leanie kept lier own 
secret, the sharo slie had in his escape was not 
discovered : hut tlie^ ' .irned his fate some time 
afterwards --it was as wild as liis life had liitlierto 
heoii. 

The anxious impiirics of Ihitler at length 
learned, that the youth had gaiiic'd the sliip in 
which his master, Donaelia, liad dcsigne(l to 
embark. Ihit the avaricious shijnnastor, inured 
by his evil trade to every speeif-s of treachery, 
and disappointed of the rich booty whieli Donaelia 
had pro]M)sed4o biing aboard, secured the ]»erson 
of the fugitive, and, having traiisiiorted him to 
America, sold him as a slave, or indented servant, 
to a Virginian jilaiiter, far up the count ry. When 
these tidings reached Ihitler, he sent over to 
America a suflleient sum to redeinn the lad fiom 
slavery, with instructions that measures should 
be taken for improving his mind, restraining 
his evil ])ropcn&ities, and eiieoiiraging whatever 
good might appear in Ins oliaraeter. Ihit this 
aid came too late. The ^oniig man had heachal 
a conspiracy in which his iidinniaii master w'ns 
])ut to death, and had then lied to the next 
tribe of wild Indians. lie w'as nevci- more lieard 
of ; and it may tben'forc be ])resnmed that he 
lived and died after the manner of that savage 
people, with whom his jircvious habits had well 
fitted liim to assoidate. 

All hopes of the young man’s reformation 
being now ended, Air. and Mrs. Hntler thought 
it could serve no purpose to explain to Lady 
Staunton a history so full of horror. She re- 
mained their gut‘st nmre than a year, duriug the 
greater part of wliieh period lier grief was ex- 
cessive. In the latter months, it assumed the 
appearanetj of listlessiiess and low’ spirits, which 
the monotony of her sister’s quiet establishment 
afforded no means of dissipating. Etlie, from 
her earliest youth, was never formed for a (piiel 
low content. Far different from her sister, she 
required the dissipation of society to divert her 
sorrow, or eiihaiiee her joy. Slie left the seclu- 
sion of Kiioelvtarlitie with tears of sincere affec- 
tion, and after heaping its inmates with all she 
could think of that might ho valuable in ilnir 
eyes. Hut she did leave it ; and, when the 
anguish of the ])arti]ig was ftver, her departure 
was a relief to both sisters. 

The family at the manse of Knock tarli tic, in 
their own miiet hapjnness, heard of the wcll- 
dow’ered and beautiful Latly Staunton resuming 
her place in the fashionable world. They learned 
it by more substantial proofs, for David received 
a commission ; and as the military ^]»^r^t of Hlble 
Butler seemed to have revived in him, his good 
behaviour qualified the envy of live hundrc<l 
young Highland cadets, ‘come of good houses, ’ 
who wore astonished at the rapidity of his pro- 
motion. Reuben follow’ed the lav', and rose 
more slowly, yet surely. Euphemia Butler, 
whose fortune, augnionted by her aunt’s gener- 
osity, and added to her own beauty, rendered 
hor no small prize, married a Highland laird, 


who never asked the name of her grandfather, 
and was leaded on the occasion with presents 
from Lady Sbiunt oil, whieli made her the envy 
of «U the beauties in Duiiibarton and Argylo 

shires. 

After hla/ing iieai ly ten years in the fashioimhle 
world, ami hiding, lik(‘ many of her compeers, 
nil aeiiing heart w’ith a gay demeanour — after 
dei‘lhnng nqx'ated olh'is »)f Die most resjiectahlo 
kind for a set'ond matrinionial engngemoiit, T^ady 
Staunton hetr.iyed the inward wound by retiring 
to the (’oiitinent, and taking up her iiliode in 
Die convent where she had received tier cduen- 
tion. Slie iK'ver took the veil, Init lived and 
ilied in seven* seclusion, and in tlie pinctiee of 
the Homan Catholic religion, in all its formal 
ohservanees, vigils, and austerities. 

Jeanie had so much of her father’s spirit as 
to sorrow bitterly for this apostasy, and Butler 
joined in her regret. ^ Vet any religion, how- 
ever imperfect,’ he said, ‘w’as better than cold 
8ee]>tieism, or the hurrying din of dissijiation, 
whieli fills tile ears of worldlings, until tlieyearo 
bir none of these things.’ 

Aleanw'hile, hap|)y in each other, in the pro- 
sperity of their family, and the Jove and lionour 
of all who knew them, this simple pair lived 
beloved, and died lamented. 


READER, 

TFITS'TALR W'ILL not bh told in vain, if it 

SHALL ni5 FOITNI) TO ILLUslBATK TIIK CSHKAT 
TKimr, THAT (iOlLT, Tlioroif IT MAY ATTAIN 
TlCMF*OUAI. SCLI’Miorn, I'AN NKVKR < ONFKK RliAL 
HACeiNKSS; THAI' THK I’A’II* < ONSKQrRNOKS OF 
OUll ('niMK8 LONO SOllMVK TIIKHI OOMMISSTON, 
A\l>, JAKK THK IJlIOSTs OK llir, MniDLUKl^ FOR 
KVER HAUNT THK ST KI'S OK THK MALKKAOTOR ; 
AND THAT THK I*ATIIS OK VIRTUK, TIIOUOH 
SKJiDOM THOSK OK WORLDLY OKKATNKHM, ARK 
ALWAYS niOSK OK TLEASANTNKSS AND TPIACK. 


r ENVOY, 

BY JEDRDI^n CLEISHBOTHAM. 

Tims miclvdeth fJir Talc of ‘ The Heart of 
MW’Lotjiiav/ which hUh filled more pages than 
I opined. The Heart of Mid -Lothian is now no 
more, or redher it is transferred to tlhe extreme side 
of the city, even as the BicurJean Baptiste BoqveUn 
hath it, in his pleasani comedy called Le Af^dccin 
mal|p’e lui, where the simulated docten* wittily 
replicth to a charge, that he had placed the heart 
mi the right side, instead of the left, ‘ Cela tHait 
autrefois ainsi, mais nous avons change t<*ut 
cela.* Of which vntty speech, if any reader shall 
demand the purport, I have mily to respond, that 
/ teach the French as well as the Classical tongues, 
al the easy rate of five shillings per quarter, as my 
advertisemenis are periodically making known to 
the public^ 
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Noir \ p ijR— AiJii Rsc nni-ciion v\i iii 

()l Al 1 i I M 

It IS in 1 1 1 1 V tint ‘nniiy i tiuc woid is sp V#*n 
in p St I 111 I \i lUKL f VV hu li mini s n of Sir 
Willi ini Sl tl f nirdcn i iiisttu ted is it is c iltd ly 
a th irtcr under the i,it it st il I) min Willit,lm> Sc tt de 
Harden Mihti U Wallet i Sc tt s fill kgitim > tcrti> 
genitc, ten irum di k 1 i.rt n * 1 he muniticent old 

fcentlcin ui left ill )ii f jui s ns i n idei ibk < t lies ind 
St ttkd those of 1 lint, 'ind Kicbutn t thei viiil v iluibk 
pjsstssions -iroun 1 I tssuden iij n W liter his thud s n, 
wh j lb ini c slot f the S tts fkuluin ml ftheAuth r 
of Wavei lej He ippcirs t > li ia c 1 e( jiiii 1 1 nvei 1 1 j the 
d etiitietf the Qu ikns, or 1 utnds ind -i t^ie-it isseitir 
of their peculnt tenets Ihis wns pi bibly it the time 
Milieu (>e ige I ox the cekbi ited ii sikiftht <it nude 
an expehtim into the cutli of Si tl mil il ml i6'>7, Dn 
ivliich oec ision hi b i ts th it ‘ is he fii st set his horse s 
flit upon Scittish jrmnl he felt the seed of ^laie t) 
suirkle ibout him like i iiiuinti il le pirl s if fire Upon 
tile sime occasion pi bibly Sir ( idc n Scitt of High 
ehi t( r second son f Sir Williitn iminc li ite elder brotlur 
of W liter, and im t st ^r cf the \uth n s fi i n 1 ind kmsmin, 
the piesent represent itivc of the f imily f linden al o 
ernbi icid the tiiiits 1 Qiiikinsin I his lit eenvert, 
(jil m, entered int i cmtiiversj with the kt\ Jimes 
kiikton, luthir of the Sccf t an i 1 >ul 11 i>t >y if the 
C hutch (f Sc tlani mm huh is n ticeil ly my ingenious 
fritnd Ml Chirks Kirkpitn 1 Sliarji in his valuable 
ind mil us cditi n of that wirk 4to 1817 Sir William 
Seitt eldest of the 1 r ilitis rim mil inn I the deft rti n 
of his tuo younger ticthnn an itli dDX member of the 
Piesbyterian Church an I use I su h ni ms f r iirliiniinj, 
Walter of Riel urn fi mi In heie j is sim ired fai mn 
of persecution thin peisii i ion In this hi wa issi eil by 
M icUougil if M d ir i m Ir thiit)l il 1 11 1 M ii Doii^ d 
the 11 ife of the s iid W liter nd wh like hex husbai) 1 h id 
eenf^rmed t3 the < )u iki r te 1 Is 

riie interest pjssibs M > Sjr \N illi im Sr tt uiil M ikir 
st >n was powi iful enc iij h 1 1 nr i luc thi tiMi f 11 wii ^ icts 
of the Pri\y C auncil i f Scitlind directed ic,amst Wall r 
of k If burn is in lieu tic ind i invert to Qual erisra n 
pointing him t) be impiisomd first in 1 diiil nigh jail u I 
then in that of Jcdl nrgh , and his childien t> 1 e tal cn 1 > 
f frfiiri the sjcift> ind direction if tmir pirents and 
eductted at a dutinie fiom them be ii’es the issigninent 
( t i sum f r thi 11 111 iinten 1 1 c sufii u nt in th jse times to 
I e burdi n ome to i in dr iit Se ttish estate 

‘Apulldin Mgi imiTuniiiff^ 

‘ Ihc 1 jrds of hi M i t> Pm j C uncil hav ng re 
ceaved infiimiii i th t it 1 Kieluiii, ind Isobtl 
Mocklougall Ills MMife I 11 inf it d with the err r of 
Qu ikeribin dee cn 1 i\ ui l 1 tii 1 11 1 ti iiru up Wdli im, 
W liter ind Is bi 1 S tt thru chilJi n in tin sum pr > 
fession doe tlurcf ic j,i t i i and r mill ind to Sir 
William oeott f H idci the IK tlurns lx ithcr t) 
seperat and take aMva\ tl n Is 1 il lici fioin the cu tidy 
and society of the suds lui is u I t) i use i due at md 
bring them up in Ills i M ni h usi r ny iliir convenient 
place, and ordoints littc s t Ic hu t it tht siid Sir 
Willum s instance again t K lehurn f r i iniintenonce li 
the saids childien, and that the sud Su Win gm ane 
account of his diligence with all convenicu > 

* Edinburgh, 5th July x666 

* Anent a petition presented be Sir Wm Scott of II irdtn 
for himself and in name and bthalf c f the thru ihildren rf 
W liter Seott of Raeburn, his brother, showing tint the 


I ids of Councill by ane ict of the -’sd daj of Junii tfifis, 
did grant jjowei md warraiid ti the ) etui jiiii 1 1 sepal it 
iiul tike iway Kubiiiiis children fio]p Im fiinily and 
fdiicilt md Itced them m s me cjnvinieiit plue, 
whii tin y might 1 free fruiii ill infei tion in their younger 
>tats from the pun ipalls of Quakerism, and for inainten 
inee of the s iids i.hildren did ord mi k tU rs to be direct 
ig iinst Kael in 11 md, seeing the Petitioner, in obedience 
to the said or Ur dil take away the suds children, l^ing 
two sonnes and a diughter and after some punes taken 
up n them in his OWiic fimily lies sent them to the city of 
( 1 isg w, t 1 1 1 re 1(1 It schot ks and there to be pr ncipletl 
with tin knowledge of the true leligion and th it it is 
access iry the Coiiiiiill determine wh it sh ill be the m iin 
tl nance foi which Kicluins thiec children may be 
chaiged as likewise tint Raeburn himself, being now in 
the J Ibo ith of I* dmburgh where he d iyle> converses 
with ill the Quikers who 11 c piisoncrs tluie and others 
whi duly res jrt t> them wlniihy he is hardened m his 
peiniti us ( } innns and principhs without all hope of 
Kcoverj iinlesse he bt sepiiat fn m siuh pcmitious com 
pany humlly theiefoie desvnng that the Councell might 
determine uj on the s^ume of money to be payed be Rae 
burn f I the edueition of his ehilclien, to the petitioner, 
who will bet iintibk theref r and tint in order to his 
c inversion the plat c ( f his inif nsenment m ly I c changed 
Ihe lords of his Mij 1 riv> C uneell having at length 
heanl md i onsidticd the foiesaid petition doe modifie the 
soume of two th us ind pounds Scots, to be paied yeaily 
It the terme of \V hitsiinday be the said Walter Scott of 
Raeburn, fuith of his cst ite to the petitioner, for the enter 

I iinnunt and edueition of the said childien beginning the 
hist teimes piymcnt tlureef at WhUsunday last for the 
half ir 1 K eding and S3 furth yi arly, at the said terine 
rf Whitsundiy ni tym comeing till fuider orders , and 

dunes the said W ilitr S( itl rf Raebuin to be trans 

rted from the tjlbo th of 1 dinbuigh to the prison of 
edburgh where his friends ind ethers ma> have occasion 
t nveit him And to the effee t he maj he sccuied from 
th pricliec of ollin Quikers the said Lords doc hereby 
disen irgc the migistiates of Jedburgh to suffer any persons 
suspect c f ihest pi incip’es to have a( ( ess to him , and in 
ei e any contras een, thit they secure ther persons till they 

I I tlierf )re puneist md ord lines letteis to be dncct heir 
up n in form, as effeirs 

B^th the sons, thus haishly separated from their father, 
proved good scholars 1 he eldest William, who carried on 
the line of Racbuin, w is, like his father, a deep Orientalist , 
the younger, W liter, liecime a good classic il scholar, a 
gn It friend md cor 1 espondent of the cr kbi ated Dr Pit 
cairn, and a Jac >bite so distinguished for /cil, that he 
made a v v n« ver tc sh iv« his beaid till the re toration of 
the exiled f inul> 1 his last Walter Scott was the Author s 
gicat gruidfathcr 

Ihere is >et aiother link betwixt the Author and the 
imi It mindi dud exi < llent Sot ic ty of 1 1 lends through a 
piaselyte of much m rc nnpoitancc than Walter Scott of 
Kaeburn Ihc celebrated John Swinton of Swmton, 
nineteenth biron in descent of that ancient and ome 
j. iwerful family w a with Sir William I ockhart of Lee, 
the person whom Cromwell chiefl> trusted in the manage 
ment of the Scottish affairs during his usurpation Auer 
tie Restoration Swinton was devoted as a victim to the 
new order of things, and was brought down in the same 
\essfl which conveyed the M irquis of Argyle to*Ldin 
buigh, where that noblcnrian was tried md executed 
Swint >n was destined to the sam- fate He hod assumed 
the habit, and entered into the Society of the Quakers, and 
appeared as one of their number before the Parliament of 
Scotland He renounced all legal defence, though several 
pleas were open tu him, and answered, m conformity to 
the principles of his sect, that at the time these crimes were 


* See Douglas s £atw$ t£v page S15 



NOTES 70 THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN 


358 


imputed to him, lie was in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity, but that God Almighty having since called 
him to the light, he saw and acknowledged these errors, 
and did not refuse to pay the forfeit of tlicni, even though, in 
the judgment of the Parli iiiiuit, it should extend tolifeitscK 

Respect to fallen gieatness ind to the iMtuncc and 
cstm resignation with which a man unit in hi^h powii 
expressed himself under such i chan],c of fjrtunt, found 
Swintoii friends , fxniil) t mnccti iin and s >mt interested 
considerations of Middh i the (Lonnnissionei, lointd to 
procuie his safety, and he w dismissed, but aftei i long 
imprisonmentj and much dilapidation of his estates It is 
said that Swintons adni nitions, while eoiifiiiid in the 
Castle of Kdinburgh h id a eonsiderabli sh ire m c m\ r 1 1 
ing to the tenets of the Iruiids Colonel 1 livid 1 areK> 
then l>ing theu in the garnson I his wis the lather ol 
Robeit Barclay, authoi of the tclebrated {ftolok^vjor Hit 
Quakers It iniy be obseivcd among tin ineonsistem les 
of human nature, th It Kirkt^n, W^drow, md r thei Pies 
byteiian authors, who have detailed tin sufltnngs t f ihcir 
own sect for noneonformitv with the 1 stablished Chinch 
censure the govfBrnment of the tinu fjr n it ixiiting the 
civil power against the pe n eful i nthiisi isis vi e liav e tre itcd 
of, and some express p irticul ir chagiin at the csrapi <f 
bwiiUon Wh.itcv<r migh‘ be his motivts I ir issuining 
the tenets of the I neiid the old m in ret uned them fiith 
fully till the close of his life 

Jean Swinton, grand d lughtcr of Sir John Swinlon sc n 
of Judge Swinton, as tin Quaker was usuill> teimed, was 
mother of Anne Rutlicrfc rd, the Authoi s mothei 

And thus as in the yil of tin Anti J icobin, the ghost 
of the Authors grandmother having aiisen to spi ik the 
Ipilogue, It is full time 1 1 tone liidf list the re idtr h uld 
1 einonstrate tint his d< sire tikn )W the \uthorof\\ iverk> 
never ineludcd a wish to be acquunUd with his whoU 
aneestry 


[NoIEB, p 150 - fc MBSlONE TO ITn I N WaI KI J ] 

On ffelcn Walkct s toinbstoin in Itongri> eliur(h>aid 
Dumfiiepshirc, tncit 1 engraved the following epitaph, 
written by Sir Walter Sci tt 

IHIS lONL, WAS I Ti eii n 
h Y *1 H t A U I II O K 01 W A V J I I 1 V 
ro nil MFMOKV 
01 

HT 1 1 N WAl KI R 

WHO nil P IN IIIF YI AX Ol con 1791 
THIS ilUMDLF INUIVIDUAI I KAl Tisri) IN 11 AI HIE 

• im< vn CUES 

Willi WHICH FICTION HAS INVLSiri) 

THK IMAGINARY CIlAPACriK Cll* 

J 1 ANir DP kNS 

REFUSING TH I SIKHltSl DIIVKIUIF 
1 ROM M RACn Y, 

FVI-N 10 SA\r Till* I II I 01 A SISlFk 
SHL M VLI rut LIS SHOVVH) HI I 
KINllN SS AND 101 Ilium , 

IN KLSCUING IIIK ROM 1111 •■IVIIIIV c»I IIIF I A V, 
A I THF IMPNSI OF llUSCNAl I \I I MON 
WHICH III! JlMl MNDllfoA 1)11 I ICUI I 
AS I HI MOnVI- WAS lAUDABll* 

KLSIECr Tin IRAVF Ol 1 0\ 1 I lY 
WHEN COMMINI 1 ) VV I I H 1 OM Ol I KI 1 If 
AND UI AI AFI KC I ION 

I fccted Odobtr 1831 


Note C, p 173 — Tiir Oi n loi hooth 

The ancient Tolboolh of Ldinburgli, situated as described 
in this chapter, was built by the citizens in isOf, and 
destined for the accommodation of P*ailiaintnt, as well as 
of thb High Courts of Justii e , and at the same time for 


• [1 Ins IS not so cert iin Few pc 1 sons if vn v now In jng ire Iikt ly 
to rememtier the interior of the ol 1 J oil mm tii with 11 irrow *t iirca&i 
thick walls and sm ill apirtnicnts nor to imiglnr that it rciitl I evir 
have been used for these purposes Robert ( lumlu rs in his Minor 
jlftftfuiius of I dtnburgk, has preserved ground plans or st rtions 
whieh clearly show this —the largest h ill was on the second floor 
and mcisunng 27 feet by ao and la feet high Tt may have pern 
intended for the meetings of Town Council, while the Parhiment 


the confinement ot prisoners for debt, ur on criminal 
charges Since the year 1640, when the jirssrnt J*ailia 
nuiit House was erected, the Tolbooth was occupied as a 
prison unl> Gloomy and dismal as it was, the situatrem 
in the ecntie of the lligh Street rendered it so particulaily 
well iiiid, tint when the plague laid waste the eit) m 
if IS, tt allectcd nunc vvithm these melancholy precincts 
llie I 11 )oth w icmoved, with the mass of on 1 Id mgs 
in which It w IS ineorpoi lUd, in the autumn of the >ear 
it-17 \t tint time till kindness of his old schoolfellow 
and fiuiid, Kubcit )«.hnstom, I scpiiie then Dean of Guild 
of th< i iiy, w nil the lilur xl ucpiicscenc c of the peisons who 
had eontri ted fci the w )ik, pucnrecl for the Author of 
\V iverlty the sic lit s v\ bit h c mipc sed tlit j, itt wa> , together 
with the doci md its p ncUioiis fisttinngs, whuh he 
employ t 1 in ckiot iting the < nti met of his kitchen court 
it Abbiisfird ‘ I i snih I isc c hit inx\ we ictum.* 
Jhe ipplic ition of lliest idit < f tin lIc'iitcfMid lothun 
t) stive IS the J) sttri ite ti iiciiit t( iiKclcin ofliies, 
miy be justly iiduiilcd is whim u il , but ytt it is not 
without nitiiest, tbit vm set tin K dc w i> thicnph wbich 

) much c f the St 11 ly i btu f i luib i^e md the Vice 
ind misery cf 1 tci times hid f mid tluii pissige now 
)ceupied m the seiviic ot lui il tctiioiiiy 1 ist year to 
eumpUte the ebmie i t mlit w is ylt xsed to build her 
nest within the I et t f Jthc. I lb tb i stiong umj t itu 11 
to bivi committed 'i s imel, li icl the Authoi, like lony 
f umpkiii, I ten in x c me itcn lim uc rdnigly 

It iswcrtb innitiming tbit an ut of bent fit ente cclc- 
liited till dimolitim t the 1 lent of Mid I othian A 
sul s 1 ipt I >n, raised and qpliid bv the w rlhy migistrite 
ihovc nuntionccl, pt ciiied the niinmiiissi n of most of 
till unfntunate debt is c infiiifd in flit Id jiil, so that 
tbeie will ft w 01 n ne ti m firnil to the new plaei of 
e nfiiununt 

fllie/iLUic (f i Hi lit iipc n till pivtment between St 
(•iltss Clmrih and tin I dnibui li C ninty Hall, now 
m uks the s te c f tin Ol I J 11 j th 1 r 1 full aiioitnl of 
the Tolb ih iil it hi tin il iss >ei itions see WiHoii 6 
Minwnals of J dinlm t //, vol 1 ] 


NuE D P lyf MbMdMAI ( >NCF1 MNt, fill 
MuM>I<K (1 CaI I AIN JMkti (U s 

lilt fillowmg Intel i sting and luthcntie aeeount of the 
inquiiies mule Iv ciown c nmsti into the afl ur of the 
Poiteous M b scirn ti have bteii di iwn up by the 
Solit itoi ( tnei d 1 he ofliec w is held 111 17 u by Charles 

I rskme, 1 sq 

1 owe this cutiius illnstrition ts the kindness of a 
piofcssiond fritnrl It ihi ws, imiitd, little light on the 
origin of the lunmit , but sliovvs h »vv pi r found the dirk 
luss must hive been, which so murh investigation could 
not dispel 

‘Upjii the 7tli ff Sc I ti mix I list when the unhappy, 
wirl cd murder of ( ijii iin Pc^rtcus was comniitttd, his 
M ijf sly s Advoe ite md Sc in itor wt rt >tit of town, the 
fust Ixyond Invtrniss ind the othn 111 Ann md ih , not 
fir fram ( irlvle , niither of thim knew anything rf the 
iipiitvt, n r cfnl liny in the It isl uspcct thu any disorder 
VV is t ) hap|x 11 

Wbc n tin dis >iclt r h ippi ned, the magistiates and other 
pus >i s e me trnecl m tin in m u, ment of the town, seemed 
t ) In dl stiiul cjf a hi ip, and whether, from tht great 
Uric r th It )i id sc i/rd ill the inh ibitaiits, they thought ane 
inimedi ite tinpuiy w 1 1 1 lx fruitless or whether, being a 
diKci insult upon tin pre roe, itiv t ot the crown, they did 

II t cm rishly to intei meddle, but no proceedings was 
bid by them Only, soon itui ane express was sent to 
hi-. Majtstie s Sohiitor, who raint to town as soon as was 
pissible for him, but, in the meantime, the persons who 
li id been most guilty , had either run off, or, at Ic ist, kept 
tlnmse Ives upon the wing until they should sec what steps 
were taken by the government. 

‘>Mun the Solicitor ariivcd. he perceived the whole in 
hibitanls under a consternation He had no materials 
furnished him , n xy, the inhabitants w i re so much afraid 
of being icputcd infoimeis, that viry few people had so 
much as tht courage to spexk with him on the streets 
llowevei, having rieeivtd her Majesties ordei-., by a 
liltei from the I>ukc of Newe istle, he resolved to sett 
alxmt the matter in earnest, and intend upon ane en 


asscinhied aO<i In what was cillcd the I f ptr lolbooth that 
IS the south wt St p nion i f the C ditgi iti C hun h c f St Giles, until 
thf year 1640 whe n the present I irlnnii nt House was coniplited 
wing no loneer required for such i piirfiost , it w is set apart by the 
Town Council on the 24th December 1641 as I distinrt rhuich with 
me name of the Tolbooth pariah an 1 therefore could not have 
derived the name from its vicinity to the Tolbooth, aar usually 
stated 1 . 
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quiry, gropeing in tlit tIuK lie )» ul ni isMstance from 
the magistrates worth muitioumc, hut cilltd witness iftu 
witness in the privatest inaiinu, ticibrt luinstlf in his own 
house, and for six weeks tunc, from in niiiiig to evening, 
went on in the enquiry withmt t iking the leist diversion, 
or turning his tli mehis to any other business 

‘ He tried at first wli a he eould do hy deelarations, h> 
engaging seen. >, s ^ lint those who leld the tiuth should 
never be diseoi* ltd ni i le use i f no cltil , but wiote ill 
the detlai ui ns with his own hind, 1 1 cmoiirage them to 
speak out \fter ill, for some time, he i ould t notluiig 
hut end of st lies, whic h, when jmr ucd broki (ft, md 
th )st who ijipeirul and kiuw invthing of the in it ter win 
undei the utmost ten ir, lest it si i mid talc an tint they 
h id me ntioiu d iiiy one in in as guilly 

* Duiing the coi >se tf tlit enquiiy, the lun of the town, 
whieh was stron, for tlu vill in ms vet is he in t) Inr 
a little, and when they siw ihe king s stn mts in eunest 
to do th( ir h( st tin g( lu r ility , wh > hef n hid pili \iiy 
w irmly in ckfeiiK :)f ihewi ki hit s 1 eg in to Lc silent, 
and at tli it jieruKl ni )ie if the c iimin ils hc^ in t i ihs j id 

‘At length tht cnquiiyhe^in tj (ptii i little, aid t' 
sollititoi was uinhr s n lilfieilty n w t yi ecd ITi 
vtiy well saw tint tin first win ind tint w is issii d iit 
would st 11 1 the whole gang , iiid i lu li 1 1 nn t mie it 
any of Iht mist ii tjii ms offendeis, h w is unwillin^ 
upon the slight emh n i hi hid to 1 egin Ii)w<\ti, 
upon 11 )tiee givr ii him hy C>< ni i ill M yk tint c nc Knit 
a htitchc I III tlit ( inmgate hid Inistid in yueseiiet of 
Bridget Km 11 i s Idm s wift tin ni irnin^ dler C ipt tin 
Porteus w is hinged, lint he Ind i leiy letne hind in 
the nub, i wan ind w is issnt I ml and King w i tppie 
hcndeil, and iinpiismeil in ilu C in iq lU 1 Itn th 

‘ 1 his ohligi d till Solheit jr iiiinieiii iti h 1 » t ikt up those 
against whom he had iny informati n By a signed 
di( 1 ir itioii, Williim Suthng qipieiitK e t ) imes Stirling 
merchmt lu 1 dinhuigh w is chirged is hivting lietu 
It tht Nether Biw, ifui tin gilts weit shutt, with i 
T ochilnr a\ ui hdbeit in his hind ind hiMiiig begun i 
Im/ra, inarehed upjn the he id of the in ih low mis the 
guild 

‘ J lines Braidw md son t a e uidlem ikti in town, w is 
hya signed deelii iti m diuged is Inxeing hem at tie 
Jolln ill d jn, gi\euis direeti ms t tlu in b i bout setting 
fire to the d > j , ind that the in >b n lined him hy Ins n uiie, 
iiid asked his uh ice 

‘ ity an )thei ikcliritnn, (me Stoddirt a imrmyniin 
smith wis ehiiged of ha\im uistc I publully in t 
smiths shop at I eitli, tint he had assisted in h t iking 
open the T olh loth do i 

‘ Pctei J 1 ull, a jr iirm y m in w right by one of tlu lU el ii i 
lions, wis dsj leenstd if hiMin, loekt the Nithei Bow 
Port, when il was shutt h\ the nioh 

' iiis M ijestie s S lheitv.rh iviiig these inf jimitiuiis ini 
ployed puv Itch siiuh pt r on is he < uld he t rely n uid 
tin tiuth was, tluK weie^ciy ft w in V h nil lu c uld r< pie 
confidence But he was, inche I, f iithfiilly servt i ly oiu 
Webster, a soldiei in the Welsh iu/iUeis, rceomraendid 
him by T leiiunant Alsht n who, with >ery gieit iddriss 
informed himself ind it illy lun s mie usque in getting Ins 
inform it ion, con criiin^, tlu pliceswlitic the peisons in 
foimcd agunst used t> hiunt ind luw they might be 
seized In conseyutiiee of which i piity f the (»niitl 
fiom Ihe CanongUc wis agteccl on t > ii leh up at i 
mtui hour, when a mtssage sh mid It sent Flu 
Solhcitoi wrote a Utter ind give it to one of the town 
oflicers, ordered tf itttnd C iptun MiitUnd, me of the 
tjwn eipliins piom led tj lint con mind simt the un 
happy afeidmt wh imUtd w is extiimely diligmt mil 
active through ml tlu wli h , and halting git Staling 
and Braidwood appiiluud d, dispitelicl the oftutrwith 
the letlei to the milit iry in tht Cimingat* who imne 
diately begun ihtir mil h ind ly tht line tlu S liuitoi 
had half eximimd the sul iw jit m m the Imii iw 
room, w here tht migisiril wti r stni i jiaty of fifty 
men, drums heating mairhul iiii i the Puhimmt(.l se 
and drew up, which wis the fust tl mg that siuuk i 
terror, and from Ihit time forward th insclcnie was 
succeeded hy fear 

‘Stilling and Bnulwaid weic minudnt ly sent t > the 
Castle and imprisi ned Hut ame night *^1 llm tht 
smith, was seired, and he w is » immitt d t > tlu ( asilc 
also; as was hktwisc Iriill the pinmviuin wii^ht 
who were all se\eriljy txunnitd, mil dciiMil (h< h isi 
accession 

*In the mcaniiiiie, the enquiiy was g uiig on nid it 
hftveing cast up m one of the deelu itions, tint a Immpd 
backed creature marched with a gun .is one of tht guatds 
(o I’oiteus when he went up to the Lawn Matkett, the 
frarton who eipittetl tins declaration was employed to walk 


the streets to see if he could find him out , at last he came 
to the Sollicitor and told him he had found him, and that 
he V os in a certain liouse ^ hereupon a worr.uid was 
is ued out agiiiist him, and he was apprehended and sent 
I the Castle, and he jiioxed to bt one Bn me, a helper to 
the Countess of Weemj s s eoachm in 

* ] hctc after, aiu inform Uionw is g vtn in ag mist William 
M I luchlan, fibotnian to the siid ( ounle s, he hiveing 
been xeiy a( live in the mob, ffoi sor letime he kept him 
self out of the w ay, but at 1 ist he was apprehended and 
likewise ejiiiiriitted t z the C istk 

‘ \nd these were all the piisoners wIk were putt under 
confinement in ih it plan 

‘Iheiewert othei persons impiisfined in the lolboothof 
I ilmbutgli, md se^eIllls igunst whom w irrands were 
issued, but could nut be ippichcndtd, whose names and 
c iscs sh ill ifteiw irds he in ire p iitieiilaily i iken notice of 

* IhefTiicnds if Smling m ide in ipjilif itioii to the ] .ul 

of Idiy , 1 cid [ustiie (icnei ill, si tting fiuth that ht was 
sii/t-d with i bloody fllux , th it his lift w is m danger, 
Uld that upc n anc i x innn iti in of w itnes^ s whi se names 
\ „ n in It w 'mill ippt ii to eonvicti n tint he had 

Ii i the k ist leces lo any of thi nil ms pioeetdings of 
th It w lel ed incih 

‘ I Ills pt ututi wis 1 y his I ordshi]) ] utt in the hands of 
his Mi)tstu s St lliiitoi, who t X imiiud the w itnesses , and 
1 y thill tl tmionibs it ippeired, that the young nun, who 
was n t il \i eighteen ytais of age w is that night in 
c inipiny with ih ut lulf i d zcii ( mpinions in a public 
h use m Stij hm I iw s eloss ne u the 1 u k of the (^uaid, 
when tiny ill 1 nuincd iiniill the n i i i. mu t itlu. house, 
tint tlu in h hifl shut the giUs md sLi/td the (luard, 
up 11 which the ( imp my hi ki up, md lu md one of Ins 
c nijiuii I MUit tow irils his in tslii s huusi , and, in the 
t lursc of tlu aflei exuniiutioii there w is a witness who 
tlet 1 ircd n ly indeed sw rt (for the solheitoi, by this time, 
s iw It lu < t ss uy to put th 1 e ho t \ imined upon oath), that 
he met him |Stnlingl iflti ht entered into the alley where 
lus luistei lives, gamg tiwaids his house md anothei 
wKiuss, ft How jiieiitue with Stulint,> diduts, that after 
the nub hid su/ed the (mud, ht wiiit htmi where he 
fiund Stilling hi f le him , md th it his master loci t the 
(looi, md kept tlum h th it 1 nit till ifttr twelve at 
night upon wtiehmg it which ti stunonits, md upon 
cinsidci itiin hid, Hut lie wis ehuged by the dttlara 
tion only ( f < ne jiers in, who rt illy did not ippear to be a 
witness of the greatest w tight, and thit his lift wa.s in 
d uigti fium the impiisoimicnt he was admitted to baill 
ly tht T rd )ustiee (icnerall, ly whose w.urand he was 
t iiumitlt d 

Br udwo id s fiunds apply ed in iht same m inner, but 
as he st lod eh u gt il I ^ in ire th m one w itiu ss he w os not 
nlei e I tho mdted tlu witnes ts idduted ff/r him say 
soniiwhit in his exeulp itun — that lu dees not '>ccm to 
have been uji n my original loiutrl , and oni of the 
vitiussis siys he wi dong with him at the Tolbooth 
d ar, and n fuses wh it is sad against him, with regard to 
hi^ h iMi g advised tlu burning of the rolhooth door But 
ht iciniins still in piison 

A to Inill, the j uirn».yinin wright he is charged by 
the s imt w itness wh i dei 1 utd ig iinst Stirling .md theie 
is nom c incuii with him , md, to s ly the tiuth concern 
mg him, hi set mid to he the most ingenuous of any of 
them wh m tlu Sjlhutor ex mimed, and pointed out a 
witness by whom one of the fiist .ai eomphees was dis 
toxeied, and who e c iped when the warrand was to be 
utt m exteutun iguiisk thim He positively deny s his 
iving shutt tlu gite, ind tis thought Iraill ought to be 
admitted to h ull 

‘As to Bn nit he is charged only hy one witness, who 
b id lit V Cl s( bii him bt fore, nor knew his name so, tho’ 
1 d ire s i> ihf witness lioiu stly mentioned him, tis possible 
he may be mist iki i , md in the examination of above aoo 
witnessfs theie is no body eonrurrs with him, and he is 
mi insigiiifieinl Iiltli cit ituit 

‘With legal d lo M I nithlan, the proof is strong against 
linn by one witnt ss, that he acted as a 'erje.int, or sort of 
e nil naiider, for somt time, of a guard that stood cross 
Utweiii the upptr md of tlu I uekenboolhs and the north 
side of the street, to stop ill but friends from going towards 
the Folbooth , and by other witnesses, that he was at the 
Tolbooth dior with a link in his liand, while the opeiaHon 
of beating and burning it was going on , that he went 
along with the mob with a lulhcit in his hand, untHl he 
came to the galbws stjne lu the (hassmaiket, and that he 
stuck tht halbert into the hole of the gallows stone that 
afterwards he went in amongst the mob when Captain 
Portcus was carried to the dyer b tree , so that the proof 
stems very heavy against him 
*To sum up this matter with regard to the pnsooen 



NOTES TO THE HEART OF M/HLOTH/AN 


in the Ca^tle^ 'tib l)elieved there is strong proof against 
M 'Lauchlan ; there is also proof against 13i aid wood, liut, 
as It consists only in emission of woids said to hi\e 
been had by him while at the lolbooth dooi , and that he 
is ane insignificant pitifull creature, and will find jieople 
to swear heartily in hit favours, tis at best doubtfull 
whether a jury w ill be got to eoridcmn 1 im 

‘ As to those in the J olh )th of 1 dinhurgh, John Ciaw 
ford, who had fir some tii been employed to tinj, the 
bells in the steeple of tht Nt\s s hurch of 1 diiibuith, Ik mg 
incompan> wuh a soldier icci Untallj , the diseouise falling 
in concerning* the Ciptiin I’orttiis ind his iiiiudci as lit 
ippears to be a light headed fellow, he s ii 1, tli U he knew 
people that wtie innt guilt) th m aii) tit it wiit ] utl in 
ptison Upon this inform iiun, ( i iwf id w is sf i/td, in 1 
being examined, it appeared, that when llu ni b brgun is 
he was comeing down from the sit 1 1 h , tlu iin b to »k tht 
keys from him , that he was th it night in si \ei il coincis, 
and did iiidetd delite severall perstiiswli m he saw thcic, 
and immediately w irrands were desp itched and it wi 
found they liad Siisemlcd and fled hut thui w is n > 
evidence against him of in> kind N ly on the c ntriry 
it appeal (d, that he hid Ik in with the iiia?isti ites in 
Cleilc*, the Miitmi s, iilitin,, t i them what he ln<I sirn 
in the streets Ihercfne aftci hiMiiir. detuned him in 
piison flora scry consi U i ihle Hint , his M iiestK s Adv k ite 
and Sollu iloi signed a win ind f ii liis libciati n 

‘Iheie was als i one J lines Wil m ineaieerited in tlu 
said lolbuoth, upon the dot lai iti n of e ne witness wh i 
Slid he saw him on the streets with a ,^un , uid tlu n he 
remained foi s^me time, in oidir ti tiy if a c ncuiiing 
witness cjuld he f mnd, oi tint he acted my pul in the 
tragedy and wiel edntss Put luthing fuilur apft in I 
against him , and heinc^ sei/<(l wuh i sevcie siekiu s he 
is, by a warrand signed Ij liis Majesties Ads jcue ind 
Solliritoi, liberated upon gnemg suflKitnt I ull 

‘As to King, enijuiry w is nude uid the fTict c m s 
out beyond all exception, tint he was m the lodge at tlu 
Nether Pow with I indsay the wutcr, and seset il oth* r 
people, not at all concerned in the mob Put ifter the 
affair was ovei, he w ent up tow aids tlu (lUard, and h ising 
met with Sindic the lurk ind his wife wh j escijud < ut 
of prison, they retuined tj his house at tlu Ahlcy, uul 
then Us \ery p issible he may h lu th night fitt m his iKcr 
♦o boast of viilany, in which he could not p i sibly h ivt 
any share for th il ri ison , he w is dt s red to find h ull ind 
he should be set at liheity Put he is a sti anger and a 
fellow of very indifferent character and tis belies ed it 
won t be easy for him t j find baill Where*" ne it s thought 
he must be sett at liberty without it Pecause he is a 
burden ujion the Government while kept in confiiu-nieiit, 
not being able to mimtam himself 

‘What Is anovc is all that i elites to persons in custody 
But there are warrands out ag iiust a great ni iny e tlu r 
persons who had fled, pirlieularly at unst cne "Gillum 
White, a journeyman b ixter, who by the c\ idence, ajii e ii s 
to have been at the beginning of the mrb and to h i\c gone 
along with the drum, from the West Perl D the Netliei 
Bow^and is said to li i>e been one of those who att lek* d 
the Gnaw'd, and probably was as deep as any one there 

‘ Information was given th it he w is hnkuig at F lU iik, 
were he was born Whereupon du t c tu ns w ei e si nt t ^ the 
Sheiiff of the County and a war rind fiom liis I \cellen > 
Genciall Wade, to the i mmanding oflieeis at Stirling ml 
Linlithgow, to assist and all p ssible ende i\oiir e 
used to catch hold of him, and tis siul he cscaiied \tiy 
narrowly, having hern eoneeilcd irksome oiithousi ind 
the misfurtunr was, thu those who win mill ytd in tlu 
search did not know h’m person illy N >i indeed, wis it 
easy to trust any of the aequ untances i f so 1 iw , obsi ure i 
fellow with the seciet of the warrand t he j utl m i vet uti n 

‘ There was also strong ciidenee found iv,imst RilMit 
Taylor, seivaiit to William and Charles J h misons, pcriwic 
niikers, that he acted as me oflittr among the mob ind 
he was traced fioin the (iiiud ti the wil at the hi ad if 
Forester's Wynd, when he stood and h id the ai>pellati m 
of captain from the meb and fiom th it w ilkmg down the 
Bow before Captain Porteiis, with his I ochilKr axe , and, 
by the description given of one who h iwl d the rope by 
which Captain Portcus was pulled up, tis believed 1 lylor 
was the person ; and tis f irther probable, that tlu wit less 
who delated Stirhi^ had mist iken J <iylur for him, the ir 
Stature and age (so fir as i an be gathered from the descrip- 
tion) being the same 

‘ A great deal of pains were taken, and no charge was 
saved, in order to have eatched hold of this la> lor, ami 
warrands were sent to the country where he was born , but 
it appears he had shipt himself oft for Holland, where it is 
saia he now is 

‘Then is strong evidence also against Thomas Bums, 
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butcher, that he was ane active person from the beginning 
uf the mob to the end of it He lurkt for sonic time 
amongst those uf his trade , and artfully enough a ti am was 
1 ud to catch him, under pretence of a message that had 
come from his father in Ireland, so that he came to a blind 
alehouse in the Fleshmarket Close, and, a party being 
teidy was, by Webster the soldier, who was upon this 
evpl >it, ads ertiscd to come down How ever, Burns escaped 
out at a bark window, and hid himself in some of the 
hiiises which aie 1 eajied toi^eiher upon one another in 
that pi let, so that it was n t possible to catch him 
lis n >w Slid liL IS g IK t > Jrtluid to his iathei, who 
liMs lluie 

llu re IS eMduu e als i imunsi uK RiUrt Aiuletson, 

) itiTieymin uid susini 1> Cohn Alison, wiight, ana 
agiinst 1 hoin is I iniun mil James M ixwill, both sersants 
als> to the said C i hn Ahs ii, who all stem to have been 
deeply eonceincd in the iii iltti Andetson is one of those 
wh 1 putt the 1 ipe ujh ii C ipl iin Portcus s neck Linnen 
sttms alsj t > b ive btiii \ ly atlivi and Maxwell (whii li 
IS jiiitiy n mirk lilt) is pi jmii to hivt nine ti a shop 
u|Kin the liidiy bifm, mil tb ugid tin j mineymeii and 
piintieis tlu re to itund in tlu Pailiiiiieiit Close on 
1 iiesdiy night t > vssi t t h iiig C ij t tin Pot tens Ihese 
thill did tulv d) nil ind tli UL,h w in mds had been 
issued lut at, unst them, mil ill tndcavouis iisul to apjue 
hci 1 llu m c nild n t be f luul 

Oni Wf ililic a eivinttilie igeC impbell wright Jias 
ilsi ibsconded, anil inuiy ftlieis, nil lis luf iimtl that 
nnnibeis c f them h ivt sbi] I llu m 1 1 \ts nit 11 i the J I ml i 
tiJiij, mil nj) n in inf iiniti n tint i shij wis ^ nng ofi 
111 m ( las ow in whnh sevtnll il th t ignis weic to 
tt III put thinisilvis hiy ml st i j u pii w in inds wert 
I hi mud an 1 j tis ns ilisj iti 1 id tj sc nth the * iid slii]), 
mil St m my thiti in hi 1 imil 
' Llie III e w in anil h id I ten issiud with icg iid 1 1 ships 
fi m 1 tith lutwlithii tiuyh tlltinseinl oi whethci 
tlu inf iini iLi n h itl I ttn groundless, tlu y h iil no eflect 
‘ I his IS a sill iin iry of iht i nquiry , ffrom w liu h it appeal s 
there is no pi k ff on which me tin rdy, hut against 
M 1 uiehlan Iheie is i pitoff ilso ig unst Biaidwood, 
but inori^ evci ption ibk Ills Majesties AdvcKate, siiiet 
)u < imi t> t iwn his J in 1 with the S Ihcitor, and h is 
tl ne his utm st to gi it it iht holtorr of this matter, but 
hitliirto It St in Is is is ab vi riprisented They aie 
ns lived 1 1 hive their eyis mil thin ears open, and to do 
what they cm But they 1 ibouicd ixeirdingly against 
the streim, and it niiy truly b< said, that notning was 
wanting on their p irt Nor have they tlei line d any 1 ibout 
tl answer the cmimmds hid upon them to scaich the 
matter to the liottom 


1 HI Poi 1 1 oi s Mon 

In the i»T reeding chapter > (I t > V 1 ) the cncumstances 
if tint evtia rdin iry ii I mil conspiruy, callid the 
J’oi icons Mob are given with as muth ii eui icy as the 
Aiithc X w as ihle to collect tlu m I he ordei legul inly, and 
determined resolution with whiih such i violent actii n was 
d vised .ind executed, w« re » nly equalled by the sei rccy 
whi li w IS I bserveil e iiiceining the piincipal actc is 

Altlioi gh tlu ftrt w is ptrfiiniiil by t irlihglit, and in 
} It SI iKC < f i gre It multituih , t > si me of whom, at least, 
the individud a tors must hive been known, ytt no dis 
cove ly was ever made con irning any of the ^icrpetrators 
cf the si lughtcr 

1 wo men only were brought to In il for an offence which 
the gminmenl weic si anxi lus to detect and punish 
"Willi ini M 1 lUvhl m, footiiu u to the ( ountess of Weiiiyss 
who IS menu »ncd in the iijioit of the Solicitor General 
(piB<- 3'54) iriinsl whom stroii,. tvidinee lud been ob 
txiiu 1, wis brought to trial ri March 1737, cliaiged as 
h iving been icccssory to the not, armed with a I ochaber 
.ixc But this mail (who was .it .ill times a silly creature) 
proved th it he was in a st ite of mortal intoxication during 
the lime lie was pi esent with the rabble, incapable of giving 
them either advice or assistance, or, indeed, of knowing 
what ne or they were doinf* He was also able to piove 
that he was forced into the not, and upheld while theie by 
two bakers, who put a I.,och iber axe into his hand 1 he 
jury, wisely judging this poor creature could be no prmiti 
subject of punishment, found the panel Not Guilty The 
same verdict was given in the case of Thomas Linning, also 
mentioned in the Solicitors memorual, who was tried in 
1738 In short, neither then, nor for a long iieriod after 
wards, was anything discovered relating to the organization 
of the Porteous Plot 

The imagination of the people of Fdinburgh was long 
irntated, and their curiosity kept awake, by the mystery 



mi yjERiMr 


that they had onamally fled on account of their 
ilihsft IQ tnc Poi'tcous Mob But little credit can be attached 
to these suimises as in m ^st of the cases they are contra 
diet<^ by dates ar d in none sui ported by anything but 
saffue rum urs ^r>unded on the otdinary wish o? the 
vwgar, to impute the suc( css of prosperous men t > sc me 
un^easant s urct Ihe seciet history of the Porte >us 
Mob has not I een till this day unravelled , and it h is al wa> s 
been quoted as a cljse Uiring and calcuixled ict cf 
violence, of a nature peculiarly char ictei istic of the Scottish 
people 

Nevertheless the Authoi for a considerable time 
nourished hipcs to have f -lund himself enal )e 1 to throw 
some light on this mysterious slcr> An oli min wh 
died al^ut twenty >ears ago at the advanced age of 
ninety three was s iid to have m ide a communication to 
the clergym in who attended upon hi death 1 cd rcsp« rting 
the origin of the Pc rteous M 1 Ihis persm followed the 
trade of a carpenter and had Icon enif 1 ycd as such on the 
estate of a family of opulence and c dm n Hischira t r 
in his line of life and amon{,st his ncighV ours wac' excellent 
ancl never underwent the slt{,] Ust s ispicion lIis c fes 
ftlon was said to have been to the fo ing purpose 1 1 at 
he was one of the twelve > uig men belonf^ing tc the 
village of Pathhead v hose animosity ag unst P itcntis on 
account of the execution of Wilson, was so extreme tl at 
they resolved to execute vengeance on him with then own 
hands, rather than he shoull escape punishment With 
this resolution they crossed the 1 orth at different ferr cs 
and rendezvoused at tlie subuib called Port 1 irgh where 
their appearance in a body soon called numbers around 
them Ihe public mind was in such a state of iintitinn 
that It only wanted a single spark to create an ex} 1 sion 
ancl this was afforded by the exertions of the small and 
determined band of associates The appearance of pre 
meditation and order which distinguished the not accord 
mg to his account had its origin not in any previous plan 
or conspiracy, but in the character of those who were 
engaged m it 1 he story also serves to show why nothing 
of the origin of the not has <*ver been discovered since 
though in Itself a great conflagration its siurcc accoiding 
to this account wis from an obscure and apparently in 
adeciuate cause 

1 have been disappointed however in obtaining the 
evidence on which this st ^ry rests 1 he pri sent proprietor 
of the estate on which the old man died (a i irticul ir fiicnd 
of the Author) undert A t ^ lucsli ^n the son of the decea ccl 
on the subject Ihis person follows his fathci s trade and 
holds the empbyment of carpenter to the same family 
He admits that his father s going abioad at the time f the 
Porteous Mob was ] ipulirly attiibimd to his having been 
concerned in that affan but adds that so far is is known 
to lum the old man h 1 1 never m ide any confession to that 
effect, and on the ontruy lial unif rinly denied lung 
present M> kind fiicnd therefore had recouise t? a 
peison from whom he had fcrnierly heard the story but 
who, either from respect to an old friend s mcm ly or from 
fliilure of his ouii hippencd t have fergotten tint ever 
such a communicition was ma le So my obligi g corre 
spondent (who is a fox 1 unter) wrote to me that he was 
ompletely planted and ill th it cm 1 e siid with respect 
t the tradition is that it certainly once existed and was 
generally believi d 

\N H — Ihe Kev J)r Cirlyle runister of Inveresk in 
hw Autoho^a/Aj (J Am i86o 8vo pp 30-42) gives some 
interesting particulars lelating t> tlie Porteous Mcb from 
TOrsonal recollections He happened to be ptesent in the 
Tolbooth Church when Robertson made his escape and 
also at the exeruti n of Wilson in the C rassmarket when 
Captain Porteous fired upon the mob and several persons 
were killed 1 

Nofk I p 184 — Carsfharn John 

JohQ Semple called Carspharn John because minister 


walker recoras tne t iiuwing passage That night after 
JtiS wifli died he spent the whole ensuing night in prayer 
and meditation in hi& garden The next morning, one of 
his ddere coming to see him and 1 imcnting liis great loss 
and want of rest, be replied 1 declare 1 hue not, all 
nj|(ht| had oQf thought of the death of m> wife, I have 
so tsken up Iq meditaung on heavenly things 1 have 


NotfiF, p 187 — pATfticx Walkbk. 

This personage, whom it would be base ingrathude kf 
the Author to pass over without some notice, Vm bx Ihr 
the most zealous and faithful colleaor and recorder df tha 
actions and opinions of the Cameronians He raided* 
while stationary at the Bnsto Port of Edinburgh, but was 
by trade an itinerant merchant or pedlar, which profession 
he seems to have exercised in Ireland as well as Britain 
He composed biographical notices of Alexander PedeQ| 
John Semple John Welwood and Richard Cameron, ajl 
ministers of the Cameronian persua ion, to which die Ui$t* 
menti )ned member g ive the name 

It IS from such tiacts as these, wntten m the sense. 
fcelin|r and spirit of the sect ind not from the sophisticated 
narratives cf a later period that the i al character of the 
jicrseeuted class is to be gathered alker writes with a 
simphrity which sometimes slides into the burlesque, and 
sometimes attains a tone of simple pathos but always ex 
I ressing the most daring confidence in his own correctness 
of creed and sentiments sometimes wRh narrow minded 
and d <^,^usting lig itiy llis turn for the marvellous wa$ 
tl at of his time a id sect but there is little room to doub^ 
his ver leity con ci ning whatever 1 e quotes on his own 
knowledge Hts small tracts now bring a very high price, 
es) eeially the earlier and authentic editions 

The tirade igamst dancing pronounced by David Deans, 
1 as intimated in the text partly borrowed from Peter 
W Uker He notices as a foul reproach upon the name of 
Richard Cameron that his memory was vituperated, ' by 
pipers and fiddlers playing the Camrronion march— carnal 
vain springs which too many professors of religion dance 
to , a practice unbecoming the professors of Christianity to 
dance to any Spring But somewhat more to this What 
ever he pioeeeds ‘be the many foul B 1 )ts recorded of the 
Saints in Scrimure none of tliem is charged with this 
regulai 1 it of Destracticn We find it has been practisecl 
b> the Wicked and Profane as the Dancing at that brutish, 
base Action of the Calf making and it had been good foi 
that unhappy Lass who danced off the Head of John the 
Baptist that she had 1 ecu born a Cnple and never drawn a 
limb t> her Historians say lhat hei Sin was written 
up m her Judgment who sometime there ifter was dancing 
upon the Ice and it broke ind snapt the Head off her, 
her He id danced al ove and her I cel bene ith There i" 
( round to think ind conclude that when the Worlds 
Wickedness was great Dancing at their Marriages was 
practised but a hen the Heavens above and the Earth 
beneath were let loc se upon them with that c verflowing 
blxd their Mirth was soon staid and when the Lord m 
holy Justice r lined 1 * ire and Brimstone from Heaven upon 
that wicked People and City Sodom enjoying Eulness of 
Bread and Idlencs the ir F iddle strings and Hands went 
all in a I lame and the whole People in Thirty Miles of 
1 ength and 1 on of Breadth as Historians say, were all 
made to fiy in then Skins And al the Lnd whoever are 
giving in Marriages md dancing when all will go in a 
1 lame they will quickly change their Note 

I havt often w onde ed thorow my I ife how any that 
ever knew what it wi« to bow a knee in eirnest to pray, 
durst crook a Hough to fyke and fling at a Pipers ano 
I I iddler s Springs I bless the 1 ord tlmt ordered my I ot 
so in my dancing Days that made the f eai of the bloqdy 
Rope and Bullets to my Neck and Head the Pain of BootL 
Thumikens and Ir is Cold and Hunger Wetness and 
Weal mess to stop the I ightncss of my Head, and the 
W intonnesa of my I £et What the never to be forgotten 
Man of G d John Knox said to Queen Mary when she 
gave him th it sharp Ch illengi which would stnke Ciur 
Mean spirited, longue tacked Minsters dumb, for his 
giving public faithful Warning of the Danger of the Churdt 
and Nation through her marrying the Dauphine of 
when he left her bubbling and meeting, and came to an 
outer Court where her Lady Maries were fyking and 
dancing he said, “ O brave I adies, a brave World, tf it 
would last and Heaven at the limderend , But fy 
the Knaxe Death, that will seize upon those BMies of 
yours , and where will all your Fidling and Flmgiajr be 
then? Dancing being such a common Evil, e^omally 
amongst young Professors that all the Lovers m the Lom 
should hate has caused me to insist the more upon it, 


amongst young Professors that all the Lovers of tboLom 
should hate has caused me to insist the more upon it, 
especially that foolish Spring the Cameronian Maifcllf'— * 
Lift and Death of three Famout U^erthtet, etc , collected 
ami pnnted for Patrick Walker, £din 179^ xamm pi <tq 
It may be here observed that some of the mnil 
of ranieronians made a distinction betfireen the Mem 
dencuy separately and ajjbsred of it nx Oni 

unUxW mcercise , hut Urhen men and tirelnen imsM PI 
ft was then called ffwmnmm 
^ered ea a iOandaloue enormity. ^ V j* 
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KoTV Gk pf t$a>'-‘M9SCHAT s Cai«n. 

Nm^oI Mtttchat, a debauched and profligate wretch, 
havb|; cohoeived a hatred against his wife, entered into a 
conipiniglK another bnital libertine and gambler, 
namiM CSunpbell of Burnbank (repeatedly mentioned in 
Fennycuick s satmtal poems of the time), by which Camp 
bell undertook to destroy the woman s character, so as to 
enable Muschat, on false pr tences, to obt tin a di% orce fiom 
her. The brutal de\ ices to \ hich these worthy accomplices 
resorted for that purpose having failed they endeavoured 
to destroy her by administering medicine, of a dangerous 
kind, and m extraordinary quantities 

This purpose also failing Nicliul Musclnt, or Muschet 
did finally, on the 17th October 1720, carry his wife under 
cloud of night to the King s ParV, adjacent to wh it is 
called the Duke s Walk, near llolyrood Palace and there 
took her life by anting her throat ilmost quite through 
end inflicting other wounds lie pleaded guilty to the 
indictment, for which he suffered dcith llis assxitate, 
(Campbell, was sentenced to tnnsportation f jr his share in 
the previous conspiracy See Maclaurms Lnmtnal 
CaseSf pp 64 and 738 

In memory, and at the same time exeeration, of the deed 
a cfUTHt or pile of stonesj long marked the spot It is now 
almost totally removed, in consequence of an alteration on 
the road in that place 


Notb H, p 303 —Hangman, or Lock man 

LockmoMf so called from the small quantity of meal 
(Scotticd, /ocX) which he was entitled to take out of every 
boll exposed to mirket in the city In Ldinburgh, the 
duty has been very long commuted , but in Dumfries, the 
finisher of the law still exercises, or did 1 itely exercise, his 
pri\ liege, the quantity taken being regulated by a small 
iron ladle, which he uses as the measure of his peiquisiU 
The expi^ion locK^ for a small quantity of any reidily 
divisible dry substance, as corn, meal, flax, or the like is 
still preserve, not only popularly, hut in a legal descrip 
tion, as the loci and goivpen, or small quantity and hand 
ful, payable m thirlage cases, as m town multure 


Note I, p 207 —The I airy Boy ok Leith 

This legend was 111 former editions inaccurately said to 
exist in Baxter s ‘ World of Spirits , but is, in fact, to be 
found in * Pandmmonium, 01 the Devil s Cloyster , being 
a further blow to Modern Sadduceisni, by Richard Bovet, 
Gentleman, ^amo, 1684 Ihe work is inscribed to Dr 
Henry More X he story is entitled, ' A rem irkahle passage 
of one named the hairy Boy of Leith in Scotland, given 
me by my worthy friend, Captain ( eoige Burton, and 
attested under his hand , ' and is as follows — 

* About fifteen years since, having business that detained 
me for some time m I eith, which is near Ldenburough, 
in the kingdom of Scotland, 1 often met some of my ac 
QUaintance at a certain house there, where we used to 
orink a glass of wine for our refection Ihe woman which 
lE4^t the nouse was of honest reputation amongst the neigh 
bours, which made me give the more attention to what she 
U>ld me one day about a h ain Boy ( is they called him) 
srbo lived about that town She had given me so stiaiige 
sn account of him, that I desired htj 1 might see him (he 
first opportunity, which she prumisca , and not 1 jng ifter, 
poisiug that way, she told me there was the 1 iiry B>y 
but a little before 1 came by , and cast mg her eye into the 
itrem, said, 'look you, sir, yonder he is at play with 
those other boys, and designing him to me, 1 went, and 
by smooth words, and a piece of money , got him to eume 
into the house with me, where, m the jiresence of divers 
fieople) 1 demanded of him seveial astrologieal questions, 
ivhich be answered with great subtilitv, and through all 
US discourse earned it with a cunning mueh beyond las 
/ears, wbidh seemed not to exceed ten or eleven He 
iemnm to make a motion like drumming upon the teble 
(rith his fingers, upon which I asked him, whether lie could 
aeal t drum, to which he replied, ‘ Yes, sir, m well as any 
nan m Scotland , for every Thursday night 1 beat all 
Mimsto a sort of people that use to meet under yon lull ' 
Jpohituig to the great hill between Edenborough and 
uuahif "How.boyi” quoth 1; “what company have 
there t"-*-"^ere are, sir, "said he, "agreat company 
Milllt of men and women, and they are entertained with 

a scats of music besidm mv drum; they have, besides, 
'wX^ofmeauandw^: fad mMv times sre 
I into France or HoUand in a Bighti. and retum 


again t and whilst We am there, we enjoy all the pleasuies 
toe countty aoth alBrni,*’ X demanded of him, now they 
got under that hill 7 To which he replied, "that then, 
were a great pair of gates that opened to them, though 
they were invisible to others, and that within there were 
biave large rooms, as well accommodated as most tn Scot' 
1 tiid 1 then asked him, how I should know what he 
said to be true ? upon which he told me he would read my 
fortune, saying I <diould have two wives, and that be saw 
(he forms of them sitting on my shoulders, that both would 
be very handsome women 

‘ As he w IS thus speaking, a woman of the neighbour- 
hood, coming int'i the nom demmdid of him what her 
fortune should be^ lie told hei ih it she had two baslardS 
befort he was m lined w hu h i>ut her in sut b a rage, that 
she desired not to heat the lesi 1 he woman of the house 
told me that all the peoph in ^eutUnd could not keep him 
from the rendervotis on Ihursd i> night , upon which, by 
promising him some mote money, 1 got i promise of hmi 
t) meet me at the same place, 111 the afternoon of the 
Ihursday following, at d so dismissed him at that time 
1 he boy came ag iin it the pi ic c ind time appointed, and 
1 hid prevuled with some h lends to continue with me, if 
possible, to prcieni his moving th it night , he was placed 
between us ind answcied manv questions, without offer 
ing to go from us until about eleven of the cl<H.k, he was 
got away unjierceived of the comp my, but 1 suddenly 
missing him. hasted to the door, and look h ild of him, and 
so returned him into the same room , we all watched him, 
and on a sudden he was again out c f the doois 1 followed 
him close, and he made i noist m the sticet is if he had 
been set upon , but from that time 1 l uld never see him 
‘Gloke Bukion * 

[Ac ] y of tins rare little volume is in the libriry at Abbotsfprd ] 


Norfr J p 2C7 — iNin couRsi ok jhk Covenantees 

WUH llIE iNViSIltlK WOKI D 

The gloomy, d ingerous, and constant wandeiings of the 
persecuted sect of Cum romans, naturally led to their 
entertaining with peculiar credulity the belief that they 
were sometimes persti iited, not only by the wrath of men, 
hut by the secret wiles and open terrors of Satan In fact, 
a flood could not happen, a horse east a shoe, 01 any otbet 
the most ordin iry interruption thw irt a minister s wish to 
perform service at a particulai spot than the accident was 
imputed to the immediate agency of fiends J he encounter 
of Alexander Peden with the dcvil m the cave, and that of 
John Semj)!* with the demon in the ford, are given by 
Patrick Walker almost 111 the 1 inguage of the text 


I Note K, p 209 —Child Mekdeh 

I The Scottish Statute Book, anno 1690, chapter qj, in 
coDsequen e cf the great increase of the crime of child- 
murder, both from the tempt itions to commit the ofiTence 
and the difficulty of discovery, enieted a certain set of 
presumptions, which, in the absence of direct proof, the 

i ury were directed to receive is evidence of the crime 
laving actually been r inmittcd Ihe cii cumstances 
selects for this ]>un> *>c were, that the woman should have 
concealed her situition during the whole period of preg- 
nancy, that she should not have called for help at her * 
delivery , and that, coml iiud with these grounds of suspi 
cion, the child should I e either found dead or be altogether 
missing M my persons suffered death during the last 
century under this severe act But dining the Authors 
inemoiya more lenient course was follow ed, and ihe female 
accused under the act, and conscious of no competent de 
fence usually lodged a petition to the Couit of justiciary, 
denying, for form^ s ike, the tt nor of the indictment, but 
stating that, as her good name had been destioycd by the 
charge, she was willing to submit to sentence of banish 
ment, to which the c rown counsel usually consented 1 his 
lenity in practice, and the comparative infrequency of tlie 
crime since the doom of public ecclesiastical penance has 
been generally dispensed with, have leil to the abolition of 
the St itute of William and Mary, which is now replaced 
by another, imposing banishment in those circumstances 
in which the crime was formerly capital Ihis alteration 
took place in 1803. 


Note L, p 019 —Calumniator op the I* air Sex 

The jotimal of GraY«i, a Bo^ Street officer, despatched 
to Hqllftiid to obtalb the suxreoder of the unfottmte 



808 


VKRLBY NOVELS 


WilUun Brodte, biwri a rtfle< tion on the laU^b 5omcwhat 
put in the mouth of the police ofiicer Sharpie* 
law. It had been found difficult to identify the unhapjpy 
criminal \ and when a Scotch gentleman of respectability 
disposed to give evidence on the point re- 
quiredi his son in law, a clergyman in Amsterdam, and his 
^ughter. were suspected by Graves to have used argil 
ments with the witness n dissuade him from giving his 
testimony On which subject the journal of the Bow Street 

officer proceeds thus - , , . 

* Saw then a manifest leluctance in Mi , and had 

no doubt the d lughter and parson would endeavour to 
persuade him to decline troubling himself in the mattei, 
hut judged he could not go bach from what he had said to 
Mr Rich — Nota Benb. No mischief hut a woman or 
a priest tn if— here both ' 


Noie M, p 223 - Sir Wiiliam Dick of Braid 

Phis gentleman f >rmed a striking cx imjile of the inst i 
bility of human prosperity He was onet the wealthiest 
nun of his time in Scotland a mc« haiit 1 in extensive 
line of commerce, and a faimcr of the public revenue , in 
somuch that, about 1640, he estimated his fortune at two 
hundred thousand pounds sterling ^11 William Dick was 
a zealous Covenanter , and in the memorable year 1641, he 
lent the Scottish Concention of Estates one hundied 
thousand merks at once, and thereby enabled them to 
support and pay their aimy, which must otherwise have 
broken to pieces He afterwaids adcanced ;£7o,ooo for 
the service of King Charles, during the usurpation , and 
having, by owning the royal cause, provoked the dis 
pleasure of the ruling party, he was fleeced of more money, 
amounting in all to ^^65,000 sterling * 

Being in this manner reduced to indigence, he went to 
London to try to recover some pait of the sums which h xd 
been lent on government see iinty Instead of receiving 
an^ satisfaction, the Sc iltish Ciocsus was thrown into 
prison, in which he died, 19th December 1655 It is ^aid 
pis death was hastened by the w int of common necessaries 
But this statement is s micwhat exaggerated, if it be true, 
as IS commonl> siid, that though he was not supplied with 
lircad, he h xd plenty of pie crust, thence called ‘ Sii 
William Dick s necessity 

The changes of fortune aie commemorated in a folio 
pamphlet, entitled, * Ihe Lunentable Lstate and distressed 
Case of Sir William Dick [1 ond 1636] It contains three 
lOpper plates, one representing Sir William on horseback, 
and attended with gu xrds as I oid Provost of b dinburgh, 
siipei intending the unloading of one of his ii(h aigusies 
A second exhibits him as ai tested, and in the bauds of 
the bailiffs A third presents him dead in prison Ihe 
tract IS esteemed highly valuable by collectors of pimts 
Ihe only copy I ever saw upon sale, was rated at 
[In London sales, copies have vaiied in price from to 
;^S2i ] 


Note N, p 243 — Doomstfr, ok Dfmistlr, 01 Couki 


1 he name of this c finer is equisaleiit 1 3 the proi ouncer 
of doom 01 sciileiice In this comprehensive sen e, the 
j d^es of the Isle of Man were called D< mpstcis But in 
Scotland the woid was long lestricted to the design xtion 
of an official person, whose duty it was to recite the 
sentence after it had been pioiiounc'd by the court, and 
recorded by the cUrk, on which occasion the deiiipster 
legalized it by the woids of form, ^ And ihi^ I pronounce 
^or doon 1 or 1 length if >cars, the offi< e, a mentioned 
in the text wai held m commendam with that of the 
executioner, for when this odious hut iicccssit> officer of 
justice received his appointm nt, he petitioned the Court 
of Justiciary to be icceived xs then d^mpsLci, which was 
granted as a matter of course 
Ihe production of the cxc cu i >ncr in open court, and m 
presence of the wi etched criiiunal had sometluiig m it 
hideous and disgusUtjg to the more refined feelings of later 
tines But if an old tiadition of thr 1 orli inient House of 
lirdinburgh may be tiusted, it vas tin fclluwing anecdote 
which occasioned the diMise « I the dtrai stei s office 
It chanced at one time th it the office of public execu 
tinner was vacant I here was oceision foi some one to 
act as den^ter, and, considering the p irty who generally 
held tha once, 11 is not wonderful that a locum tenin^ was 


_*rAlth0ughm the text Divul Deans is made to refer to bir W 
^ Ms S houK M * five doon jdnjae Cosford s Clow it really stood 
** ah t he aoWh sldo of fee High StMakneu Adirocaus close hoe 
h p ttj 
.j. 


hard to be found At length, one Hume, who had been 
sentenced to transportation, for an attempt to burn his own 
house, was induced to consent that be would pronounce 
the doom on this occasion But when brought forth to 
officiate, mstead of repeatinjg the doom to the criminal, 
Mr Hume addressed himself to their lord^ips in a bitter 
complaint of the injustice of his own sentence It wras in 
vain that he was intenupted, and reminded of the purpose 
for which he had come hither , * I ken what ye want of me 
weel eneuch, s-iid the fellow, 'ye want me to be your 
dempster , but 1 am come to be nont of your dempster, I 

xm come to summon yOu, Lord T , and you, Lord 

L , to answei at the bu of another world for the in- 

justice you have done me in this In short, Hume had 
only made a pictcxt of complying with the proposal, in 
order to have an opportunity of reviling the judges to 
their faces, or giving them, in the phrase of his country, 
'a sloan He was hurried off amid the laughter of toe 
audience, but the indceoious scene which had taken place 
contributed to the abolition of the office of dempster The 
sentence is now read ovei by the clerk of court, and the 
formilitv piunouiKing doom is altogether omitted 
L I he us xge of c illing the dempster into court by the 
ringing of a handbell, to repeat the sentence on a criminal, 
is said to have been abrogated in March 1773 1 


NotE O, p 244 - John Duel oi> Arcyle and 
Gkfenwich 

Ihis nobleman was very dear to his countrymen, who 
were justly piuud of his niilitaiy and political talents, and 
giateful fur the ready /cal with which he asserted the 
lights of his nxtivc country Ihis was never more con 
spicuous than in the matter of the Porteous Mob, when 
the ministers brought in a violent and vindictive bill, for 
declaring the L >rd Provost of Ldinburgh incapable of 
bexnng any public ofTicc in future, for not foieseeing a 
disoider which no one foiesaw, or interrupting the course 
of a nut tro foimid ible to endure opposition The same 
bill made provision for pulling down the city gates, and 
abtdishing the City Ciuard,- lathei a Hibernian mode of 
enabling them better to keep the peace within burgh in 
future 

The Duke of Argyle opposed this bill as a cruel, unjust, 
and fanatical proceeding, and an encroachment upon the 
privileges of the ri^al burghs of Scotland, secured to them 
by the treaty of Union ' In all the proceedings of that 
time said his Grace, ‘ the nation of Scotland treated with 
the t nglish as a fice and independent people and as that 
tieity, my lords, had no other guarantee for the due 
}>erf)rmance of its articles, but the faith and honour of 
\ Biitish Parliament, it would be both unjust and un- 
generous, should this House agree to anypr6ceeduigs that 
have* a tendency to mjuie it 

I ord Haidwickc , m reply to the Duke of Argyl^ seemed 
to insinuate that his (jraee had taken up the affair in a 
party point of view, to which the nobleman replied in the 
spirited language c^uoted in the text Lord Hardwicke 
ipolugi/ed 1 he bill is s much modified, and the clauses 
eonecrning the dtsmxntling the cit>, and disbanding the 
(yuard, were departed fi >111 A fine of jCiooo was imposed 
on the City for the benefit of Poiteous s widow She was 
coiitcnlpd to accept three fouitha of the sun, the payment 
of which closed the transa.,tion It is remarkable that, 
in our day, the magistiates of I dinburgh have had recourse 
to both those measures, held in such norror by their pre 
decessors, as iiccessafy steps for the improvement of the 
city 

It may be here noticed, in explanation of another cir 
cumstance mentioned in the text, that there is a tradition 
in Scotland, that George II , whose iiascible temper is 
said sometimes ha\c hurried him into expressing his 
displeasure rote dufatt, offered to the Duke of Argyle, 
m angry audience, some menace of this nature, on ^ich 
he left the presence in high disdain, and with little 
ceremony Sii Robert Walpole, having met the Duke 
is be retiied, and learning the cause of his resentment 
ind discomposure, endeaxoured to reconcile him to what 
had happened by saving, ‘Such was hi$ Majesty s way, 
and that he often lock such liberties with himselt without 
meaning any harm * This did not mend matters in Mac* 
Callummores e>cs, who replied, in great disdaiik 'You 
will please to xemembei. Sir Robert, the infinite distaxiee 
there is betwixt you and me ' Anothei frequent expresnon 
of ]>assion on the p wt of the saxne monarra, is alluded to 
in the old Jacobite song— 


The fire shill get both hat and sng, 
As oft tunes they got a tha^ 



trOTES TO THE HEAHt OF Atl£>~lOi HlAH 


3&d 


NoIB P, P 30a — i XI ULSION OK 1 HE BlbHOI S PROM 
THE S>coTi ibii Convention 

For «c»ine time after the Scottish Consention had com 
menced its sittings, the Scottish prelattb retained their 
seats, and said prayers by rotition to the meeting, until 
the character of the Convention became^ through the seces 
Sion of Dundee, decidedly Presbyterian Occasion was 
then tak^n on the Bisho}. f Koss mentioning king James 
in his prayer, -is him fur vhom they watered their couch 
with tears On this the Convention exclaimed, they 
had no occasion for spiritual Lords, and comm indcd the 
bishops to depart and return no more, Montgomery of 
Skelmorley breaking at the same tunc a coarse jest tipun 
the scriptural expiession used by the prelate Dasie 
Deans s oracle, Patnek Walker, gives this account of 
their dismission ‘When they came out, some of the 
Convention said, They wished the honest Lads knew they 
were put out, for then they would not get 'lAyay with he il 
(whole) Gowns All the 1 oiirteen gathered together with 
pale Baces, antf stood in a Cloud in the P'lrlmment dost 
James Wilson, Robert Neilson, 1 lancis flislop and myself 
veie standing close by them, Fiancis Hislop with r >ree 
thrust Robert Neilson upon them , their Heads went h ird 
on one another But there being so many T nemies ui 
the City fretting and gnashing their leeth, wuting for an 
Occasion to raise a Mob, when undoubtedly Blood w luld 
have been shed, and we basing laid down Conclusims 
amongst ourselves to avoid giving the least Occasion to all 
Mobs, kept us from tearing off then gowns 

‘Their graceless (traces went quickly off, and there was 
neither Bishop nor Curate seen in the Sti eet , this was x 
surprising sudden Ch xnge not to be forgotten Some of us 
would have lejoiced near them in large Sums to have seen 
these Bishops sent legally down the Bow that they might 
have found the Weight of then 1 uls in a Tow ti aiy their 
Hose soles, that they might know « hat Hanging was , ihe> 
having been active f jr themselves and the main Instie itois 
to all the Mischiefs Ciuelties and Bio xlshed of that lime 
wherein the Streets of Fdinbur^h and other PI xees of the 
1 and did lun w tl the innocent precious dear Blood of the 
] ord s People —Lj/e anti Death of ihfee famous JVo* thus 
(Semple, etc ), by Patiick Walker, Edin 1727, pp 7a, 73 


Note Q, 1 305 - Half manoed Maggie Dickson 

(In the Statistical Account of the Parish of Inveresk(vol 
XVI p ^4), Dr Carlylesays, ‘No person has been con vieted 
uf a capital felony since the year x/aS, when the fim>us 
Maggy Dickson was condemned and executed for child 
murder m the Grassmarket of Ldinbureh, and w is rcsloi ed 
to life in a cart on her way to Musselbutgh to be buried 
She kept an ale house in a neighbouring parish for 
many years after she came to life again, wbi( h was much 
resort^ to from curiosity After the body was cut down 
and handed over to hei relatives, hei levii il is attributed t > 
the jolting of the cart, and, aceoiding t j K ^bert Ghambcis, 
— taking a retired road to Musselburgh they stopped nc u 
Peffer mill to get a dram , and when they came out from 
the house to resume then journev Maggie was sitting up 
m the cait Among the poems of Alexander Pennyeuick 
(who di«i in 1730), is one entitled ' The Mer y Wives rf 
Musselburgh s Welcome to Meg Dickson , while anothei 
broadside, without any date or author s name 1 i xlled 
'Margaret Dicksons Penitential Confession, containing 
these Tines referiing to her conviAion — 

Who found me guilty of thit barbarous ciimt* 

And did by law end thi!) wretched life of nunc 
But God did me preserve etc 

In another of these ephcmerxl producticns hawkid 

about the streets, called ‘A Billad by J — n B s, arc 

the following lines — 

^plcjso peruse the speech 

Of ill hanf;,cd hLH,gy Dicks n 
Lrc she was strung tlio wickf d wife 
Was s Hilled ly the Ilamtii (intst) 

But nu« since snt s returni 1 to lift 
Some ly shes the old samen 

In his reference to Maggie s calling salt after her lec over^ , 
the Author would appear to be alluding to another eh oiacter 
wh%went by the name of ‘saut RfaggiOi and lii represented 
m one or more old etchings about 1790 ] ^ 


NoieR, p 307 —Madoe Wildfire 

In takmg leave of the poor maniac, the Author may here 
obaerve that the first concept!^ of the character, though 


aftcruards greatly altered, was taken fiom ih it f i j erson 
calling herse f, and called by others, heckless haniiieCweak 
or feeble Fa inie), who always travelled with a small flock 
of sheep The following account, furnished by the persever 
mg kindness of Mr Irain, contains, probably, all that can 
now be known of bei history, though many, among whom 
IS the Author, may remember having heara of Feckless 
hannie in the d lys of then youth 

‘My leisuie houis, si>s Mr Irani, 'for some tune past 
1 ave been mostl> spent in searthing for particulars relating 
to the mam ic called I eekless I annie, who travelled over 
all Sn tl uid and } n^l ind, between the years 1767 apd 
177^, iiul whose hist ly is altogether so like a romance, 
that 1 hue ltdi it ill possible pains to collect every 
pai Lieular that c in be found relative to her m Gallowaj , 
01 111 Ayrshire 

‘■When I'eiklcss 1 nimo ap|>eaied in Ayrshire, for the 
fust time, in the summer of 1769 she attracted much 
nctiee fiotn beint, itleiided b> twelve or thirteen sheep, 
who seemed all endued with f leulties so much superior to 
the tmlinxry laee e f aiiini ils i f the simc s; ecics, as fo ex* 
eite uimersil ist nishmeiit Shehadfei eaeh a difleient 
nxme, to which it answered when called ly its mistress, 
and would likewise obey in the xinsi surprising manner 
any eoinmaiitl she th aught propei to give When tiavel 
ling, she alwiys w ilked in fr nt uf her flock, and they 
followed her elosely behind When she lay down at night 
in the fields, for she would never enter into a bouse, they 
always disputed who should lie next to her, by whicn 
me Ills she was kept warm, while she lay in the midst of 
them, whtn she attempted to rise fiom tin ground, an old 
ram whose nime was Chirlic, ilways claimed the sole 
right of assisting her . pushing any tliat stood in his way 
aside until he iriiitd light befoie his mistress, he then 
lowed hi head neaily to the ground that she might lay 
her hands on his h riis, whicli w ci c very large . he then 
lifted her gently from the giound by 1 using bis head If 
she eh meed to U we her flu< k ft ( ding, as soon as they 
disc )\ercd she was gone they all liegun to bleat most 
pittjusl) 11 d would ontinue to do s till she icturned , 
they would the n testify tlu ir jc y by rubbing their sides 
igain t he I pettKo il and ftisking about 

leekhss*! iniiie w is net, like in >sl other demented 
cicatures fond of fine dress , on her head she wore an old 
slouched hat over ht 1 shoulders an old plaid, and carried 
alw lys 111 her hand i sheplicrd s crook , with any of these 
articles she invariably deel tied she would not part for suny 
consideration whatevt r When she was interrogated why 
she set so much value on things seemingly so insigniheant 
she would sometimes relate the history of her misfortune, 
which was briefly xs fc Hows 

‘ “ I air the only daughter of a wealthy sciuire in the 
north of inglind but 1 laved iny fxlhcr s shepheid, and 
that has been my nun , for my father, feaiuig his family 
would be disgraced by such an alliance, in a passion 
me rlally wounded my lover with a shot from a pistol I 
aniveU just in lime to rcceue the last blessing of the dying 
mm and to close his eyes 111 death Tie bequeatliea me 
his little ill, but I onl} accepted these sheep, to be my sole 
compxnions through life irid tins hat this plaid, and this 
Cl ook ill of which 1 will carry until I descend into the 
grive 

Ihi IS the substance of a billxd eighty four lim$ of 
which 1 copied down Jitelj ficm the recititim of an old 
wamau in this place, who sx^s she has seen it in print, 
with a plate on the title page, representing Fannie with 
her sheep behind her As this ballad is said to have been 
wntten riy J owe, the author of Marys Drtam^ J am 
siirpiised that it ha not been noticed by Cromek in hit 
k imams of ktithsdale and (^alloway Scmi^, but he per 
haps thought it luiwoithy of a place in his lollertioii, as 
tliere is veiy little merit in the composition , which want 
( f room prexents me fioin transcribing at present But if 
I thought you hid never seen it, I would take an early 
1 portumCy of doing so 

‘After having made the tour of C*alIoway in 1769, as 
1 annie was waiideimg in the neighbourhora of Moffat, 
on her way to T dinbuigh where, I am informed, she was 
likewise well known. Old Charlie, her favourite ram, 
chu ced to bre ik into a kile y xrd, which the proprietor 
cbserxing, let loose a mxstiif, that nunted the poor sheep 
to death Jl his w as a s xd misfortune , it seemed to r*new 
ill the pangs which she forme tly felt on the death of her 
lover She would not part from the side of her old fnend 
for several days, and it was with much difficulty she con 
seated to allow nun to be buried , but still wishing to pay 
a tribute to his memory, she covered his grave with moss, 
and fenced it round with osiers, and annually returned to 
the same ^t, and piiUed the weeds from the grave and 
repaired the ftmoe. This is altogether like a rqmaace ; but 



tVA VMJ^IMY NO VMJLS 


860 


1 bdli«Ve It M really true that she <lid so I he grave of 
Chaflie 18 8tlll held bacred even by the schoolboys of the 
present day in that quarter It is new, perhaps, the only 
jl net^n**** of the law of Kenneth being attended to, which 
Kays, '* The giave where amc that is slaine, lieth buried, 
leave untilled for seven >etrs Repute every grave holie 
SO as thou be well ad vised, that in no wise with thy feet 
thou tread upon It , 

* Ihrough the storms of winter, is well is in the milder 
se ibons of the yc ir she continued her w uidenng course, 
nor could she be prevented f»om doing so either by 
entreity oi inmi e of icward Ihe late Dr hullurton 
of Rosemount in the nei,,hbotirli jod of Ayr, being, well 
acquainted with her fither when in Lngl ind en h avuureci 
in i scveie season, by csery means in his power, to detain 
her at Rosemount f jr a few d i>s until the we ither sh mid 
become more mild, but when she fmnd herself le ted i 
little, and saw her sheep fed she raised her crook which 
was the sign d she alw lys g,ave f )r the sheep to f 11 )w hci 
and oiT they ill m irehcd 1 3 g,etlier 

‘Rut the hour of p>or Fannies dissolutim w is now it 
hand, and she seemed inxious to anive at the spot wlicr«’ 
she w IS to terminate hei in rt el cai cei She proceeded to 
(dasgow, and while passing throug,h th it city, a r*- wd >f 
idle boys, attricted ly her siiigulir apieiraiiee, t g.ethci 
with the novelty of seeing so miny »n ip jbt>ing her 
command, begin to torment her with then prinks, till 
bhe became so iriitited that she pelted tluiii with bricks 
and stones, which they leturned m such a manner thit 
she was actually stoned to death between (vlasgow an I 
Anderston 

* lo the real history of tins singular individual credubty 
has attached several superstitious appendages It is saii 
that the farmer who was the ciuse of Charlies death 
shortlj afterwards dnwned himself in a feat hag, ind that 
the hand with which a butcher in Kilmarnock truck i ne 
cf the other sheep becime powerless and withered to the 
\ cry bone In the summer of 17^9 when she was passing 
Ijy New Cumnock a ytung man, whose name was William 

I oisyth, son of a farmer in the sime parish plagued lier 
so much that she wished he mig.ht never see the mom 
upon which he went home and hinged tumself in his 
f Ither s barn And 1 dmbt net that many such stories 
maj set be remembered in othei parts wheie she had 
been ^ 

So far Mr Irain Ihe Author can only add to this 

II irrative, that Feckless 1 aimie ind her little flock were 
well known in the past al distri t 

In attem])ting to intrud 1 i sue h a character inf ) fictim 
the Author felt the iisk of ciKountering a comj anson with 
the Maria of Stcine , ind, 1 esidcs the mechanism of the 
story would have been as much ictarded by feckless 
lannies flick as the night march of l^m Quixote was 
delayed bySanchos tile of the sheep that wcie ferried 
over the river 

The Author has only 1 0 add, that notwithst ending the 
preciseness of his friend Mr J rain s st itcment there may 
oe some hopes that the i utrage un ] cckless 1 annie and 
her little flock was not carried to extremity Ihcre is n j 
mention of any ti lal 1 11 aec lunt of it which had it oceuired 
in the manner stited would have cci tainly t ikcn |lacc 
and the Author has undi rst id that it w is un the Rorder 
sh^ was last seen ib 1 it the skius of the Cheviot lulls, but 
witlij It her little flock 


Note S, p 316 — -Di at h 01 F ka 'icis Goi don 

This exploit seems to have I cen one in which Patrick 
Walker prided himself net a little and thete is reason to 
fear that that excellent person w mid have highly resented 
the attempt to associate another with him in the slaughter 
of a King s 1 ife (^uard^maii In iced he would havu had 
the more right to lx uflended u 1 sii g my share of tlie 
glory, since the pirty igain t C Ion was alreidy thiee 
to one, besides hiving the advaitage of fireaims Ihe 
manner in whic h he \ mdie ites his claim t ) the expU it, 
Without committing himself 1 3 a dncct statement of it, is 
not a little amusing It is is f 11 ws — 

*I shall mvo a brief and inu Acc imt cf that Mins 
Death, whtdh I did not d si^n t dj wl ilc 1 w is upon the 
Stage X resolve, indeed (if the 1 1 rd w ill) t > le ive i mure 
full Account of that, and many other icmaikable Steps of 
the LordVt plepensations towards me thorow my I ife It 
then coflUmly said, 7 hat Fiancis Gordon was i 
Volunteer out Of Wtokedneas of Principles, and could not 
stay with the IVooivbloc was sull r^tng and ranging to 
catch hiding suflwnng People; Meldrum and AiHys 


troops, lying at Lanark upon the first Day of March 1683 ; 
Mr Gordon and another wicked Comrade, with thenr two 
Servants and four Horses, came to Kilcaigow, two utiles 
from Lanark, searching for Willum Caigow and others, 
urder Hiding Mr Gordon rambling thorow the Town, 
offered to abuse the Women At Night, they came a Mile 
further to the Laster seat to Robert Muir s, be being also 
under Hiding ( >01 dons Comrade and the two Servants 
went to Bed, but he could sleep none, roaring all Night 
for Women When I )ay c ime, he took only his Sword in 
his Hand and cum to Mussplitt, aqp some men (who 
had been in the 1 iclds all Night) seeing him, they fled, 
and he pin sued James ilson Ihumas Vuung, and my 
self having been in a Meeting all Night, were ^en down 
in the Morning We weie alarmed thinking there were 
man) mo tlian one, he pursued hud, ana overtook us 
Ihomas Young said, ‘ Sir, what do ye pu sue us for^ ' 
He said, He wis come to send us to Hell James 
Wilson sud That sh ill not I c for we will defend our 
selves 11 c said ‘ I hat eithei he or we should go to it 
now He run his sw ord furiously thoi ow J ames Wilson s 
C at T*! s fired upon him, but missea him All this 
1 ime he cried Damn his Soul ' He got a Shot in his 
head out of i Pjckct 1 isIdI, lather fit for diverting a Boy 
thin killing such a fiiious, mid, brisk Man , which^ not 
wilhstinding killed him dead Ibe foiesaid William 
C ULow ind Rol ert Muii came to us We searched him 
foi Papersj and found a long Scioll of Sufferers Names, 
either to kill cr tike I tire it all in pieces , he had also 
some Popish Roiks and R >nds of Money with one Dollar, 
whit h a poc r Man took off the Ground , ill which we put 
in his Pocket ig un Thus he w is 4 Miles from I anark, 
ind near a mile fiom his Comrade seeking his own Death 
and got It 

‘ And foi as much as we ha\c been condemn d for tins I 
c luld never see how iny one could i ondemn us that allows 
of Self defence which the I aws both of C^od and Nature 
allow to every Cieature Icr my own Part, my Heart 
never smote me for this When I saw his Blood run, 1 
wished that all the Plood of the Lord s stated and avowed 
F ncmics in Scotland h id been in his Veins having such a 
clear Call and Opportunity 1 would have rejoicecfto have 
seen it all gene out with i (tush I hive many Times 
wondered it the greitcr Poit of the Indulged, lukewarm 
Ministeis and Professors in that lime, who made more 
Noise of Murder, when one of these Fnemits has been 
killed even in our own Defence than of 20 of us being 
muidcred by them None of these Men present was 
challenged for this but myself Jhomas Young there 
iftcr suffered at M ichhne but was not ch illenged foi this , 
Robert Muir was banished , James Wilson outlived the 
Persecution Wilh un Caigow died in the Canongate Tol 
booth, m the Bcginmnf of 1685 Mr Wodriyv is mism 
formwd, who says, I hat he suffered unto Death 


Non 1 p 3 —1 oil INC, ro Servile in Scon and 

In the cld days of Scotlai d when persons of property 
(unless they happened to bf non jurors) were as itgular as 
their mfernrs in i*^tcnd nice on parochial worship, there 
was a kind of etiquette, in waiting till the patron or 
acknowledged gieat man of the parish should make his 
appearance 1 liis ceremonial was so sacred in the eyes of 
a parish beadle in the Isle of Bute, that the kirk bell being 
out of Older he is said to have mounted the steeple every 
Sunday to mutate with ^is voice the succcssiie summonses 
which Its mouth of metal used to send forth Ihe first 
port of this imitatnc harmony was simply the repetition of 
the wolds Beil fell fell I ell two or three t mes in a manner 
as much resembling the sound as throat of flesh could 
unit lie throat of iron Bellum’ helium • was sounded 
forth m a more urgent manner , but he never sent forth 
th thud ind conclusive peal, tlie varied tone of which l* 
called in Scotland the fingtng in until the two principal 
heiitors of the parish appro iched, when the chime ran 
thus — 

Bellum BelltUum 

Bemera ind knodidows comtni 1 
Bdlunt BelleUufn 
Berner t and Kneckdffws earning I 

Thereby intimating that •-ervice was instantly to proceed. 

[Ml Mackmlay of Rorrowstounness, a native of Bute, 
states that Sir Walter Scott had thu^ story from Sir Adam 
Fer^son , but that the gallant knight had not giv^n the 
lairds' titles correctly the bellman’s great men being 
* Cratch, Dntmbuie, and Barnemie 1 1 '—184a.] 


GLOSSARY TO THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN. 


A\9n. 

A*hody, everybody. 

A*thing, everything 

Abime^ aboon, above. 

Acquent, acquainted. 

Aa avisandum, leserved 
for consideration. 

AcyoumeU, See JBooIcs 

A^MmeUf collateral 
proof. 

Adpareiit rari^ tic. (p 
152), the swimniLis 
here and theic «ue 
seen struggling in the 
flood. 

AdfOOCtUuSy counsel, bar- 
rister. 

Ae thing, one thing. 

AjSt, off. 

Agantf against, btfoic. 

Agte, twisted. 

AJiint, behind 

Ain, own. 

Ait, early 

Aim, iron. 

Airt, to direct. 

Aith, oath. 

Alta, oats. 

AUefnwrly^ solely. 

A -low, on hre 

Amaut, almost. 

Amend libel, alter a cita- 
tion. 

Amow propre, self- 
esteem. 


An, if. 

Andrea Ferrara, High- 
land broadsword 
Anet, once. 

Ane, one. 

Aneodh, beneath. 

Anea, once. 

Anker, 10 wine gallons. 
Agua mirabiUs, a car- 
minative cordial. 

Aqua vitm, whisky. 
ArU$ perditm, lost arts. 
Aa, than, 

Atmen, between. 

Au^, eight. 

Anght, in y&ur, in your 
possession. 

A'M,o\d. Auld sorrow, 
oli wretch. 

Avd, at all 
Awa, away. 

Awes, a little. 

Awed, well, expressing 


Awmeus, alms. 


Aivmrie, the cupboard. 
Awatmic, app.alling, 
dreadful. 


Back • coat, m isfortune, 
relapse into trouble. 

Baek-fi lend, a supportei , 
an abettor. 

Bailie, bcotch alderman. 

Bairn, a child. 

Baith, both. 

Biind, bond. 

Bane, bone 

Bannock, a sort of sconc. 

Barken, to become liard, 
also cicatrise. 

Baron bailie, the Baron’s 
deputy in a burgh ol 
barony. 

Baitld, brave. 

Bauson-faced, brindled 
01 streaked. 

Bawbee, a halfi^enny. 

Bawtie, guileful. 

Baxter, baker 

Btan hool, bean-hull. 

Beck, to curtsey. 

Bedral, beadle, sexton. 

Bem, comfortable. 

Belyve, directly 

Ben the house, inside, 
into the sitting-iooni 

Bere, the common four- 
rowed barley 

Bicker, a wooden vessel 

Bide, wait, stay, bear, 
rest under. 

Biggonetts, a lidy’s 
head-dress. 

Bike, a nest. 

Bink, wall plate-rack. 

Binna, be not. 

Birkie, a lively fellow. 

Blue plums, bullets. 

Bob, to dance. 

Bodle, one - sixth of a 
penny. 

Booibu, the lowest scholar 
on the form, a dunce 

Books of Adjoyrnal, 
books containing the 
records of sentences 
in criminal causes. 

Boot-hose, coarse ribbed 
worsted hose. 

Borrowing days, days 
borrow^ by March 
from Apnl 

Bgddng ’Washing, the 


annual washing of the 
family linen. 

BouTilith, bounty. 

Bourock, a mound. 

How, a boll mcasuie. 

Bowie, a wooden vt sst 1 
for holding milk. 

Brae, hill. 

Braw, biavo, fine. 

Brawlies, finely. 

Braws, fine clothes 

Bretham, collar of a cait 
horse. 

Bteektns, bu'cehes 

Brockit cow, cow with 
blaekondwhitespotu cl 
face. 

Brog, to pni k 01 pierce. 

Bjogue, a Highland 
shoe. 

Broo, taste for, opinion 
of. 

Brugh and land, town 
and country. 

Brmlzie, a sen flic. 

Brunstane, brimstone. 

Buller, to bellow. 

BuUsegq, gelded bull 

Busk, dress up 

But and ben, the outer 
and the inner apiit 
ment of a house. 

By, besides. 

By their hme, alone. 


f'a’, call 

Ca - throw, an ado, n 
row. 

Caddie, stieet-porter. 

CaHani, a lad. 

(*odlcr, fresh. 

Canty, mirthful, jolly. 

Capernoity, crabbed, 
in liable. 

("a2iUon, a writ to im- 
I^nson a debtor. 

Car-cake, small cake 
baked with eggs. 

Carle, a fellow. 

Carline, beldam, jade. 

CarrUch, the catechism. 

Cast, lot, fate, also a 
throw, 

Cowt-bye, a caat-away, 

Cavld, cold. 

CasUdrifei chilly. 

Causes e&Sbrts, nototi 
ous cases. 

QasMfmt cautious. 


Ceeted, cited. 

Cela Halt autrefois, etc, 
(P* 3Si)» used to 
be so, but we have 
changed all that 
Vissto bonurum, stii- 
rendtr of effects 
Chafts, jaws. 

Vhappit, struck. 

Cheek of the door, door- 
post. 

Vkidd, young fellow, 

( hiihan. Highland ham- 
l(t 

Clatse, Claes, Claiths, 
c lothcs. 

( 'lari s&i mu s juru-con- 

suUus,t\ (nnious lawyer. 
ChU, a pose of money. 
Clavirs, foolish gossip. 
Claw up mittans, to re- 
bukr' severely. 

Clcckit, hatehefl 
Cleek, hook up, catcli. 
Cleugh, ravine. 

Close, an alley. 

( 'lose - head, rendezvous 
for gossips. 

Clowt, a blow, also a bit 
of cloth. 

Clout owet, crack over. 
Chile, hoof, single beast. 
Coikernony, a lady's top- 
knot 

Coilit, perched. 

Cockup, a hat or cap 
turned up 111 front, 
i od, a pillow. 
t 'oynosce, to examine 
judicially. 

( Umfesswextr ajudwmlis, 
etc. (p. 241), an extra- 
judicial confession is 
a nullity, and cannot 
be quoted in evidence. 
Contrair, contrary. 

Coup, overturn] also 
barter. 

Cowl, a colt 
Crack, gessip or talk. 
Craft, croft 

Crame, small shop, stall. 
Creagh, stolen cattle, 
act of theft. 

Crepe, curl, enmp. » 
Crewels, ervets, scrofula. 
Orimng, pining. 

Crook a hough, bend a 
joint. 

Croun, a crown. 

Crvppen, crept « . 
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OvintH, Culross a vil- 
lage on Firth of Forth. 

chmrade, gos- 
sip. 

Oureh, woman’s cap 
Curpel, crupper 
OhUty quean, a vi orthlcss 
young woman. 


Daft, ct izy 

Daidling, dabbling, loi 
tering. 

Darker, to saunter, jog 
along. 

Dainty, comely, agree 
able 

Darg, a day s work. 

Daur, dare. 

Deas, a place of honour 
at table, an aixxrtmdit, 
a new. 

Deave, deafen 

Detnto tempore, at tlie 
proper time. 

De me in dicta, from 
day to day 

DeeviVs hw kie, a lirnb of 


Satan 

Deid, dead. 

Dell, devil. 

Dell d/ne, devil a one 
Dcd haet, the devil a bit 
Delate, to accuse. 
Demena, qui nimbo% etc 
(p. 151J, the madman, 
who sought to rival 
the storms of heaven 
and the inimitable 
thunder, with braren 
dm and the tread of 
homy-hoofed steeds. 
Deuh, duck. 

Ding, knock 
Pinna, do not, 

Dinvde, a shivering blow 
Dirl, a tlinllmg knock 
Disna, does not. 

Dtt, to stop. 

Dittay, indictment 
Dmt, a thin flat turf, 
Doch-an- dorm 9, p 11 tmg 
cup. 

Domino WUlietmo Siott, 
(P S')®)* chiU-tcr 
of the hnds of Ko- 
Iwrton to Sir William 
Scott of Ilaiden and 
Walter hib third liw- 
ful son 

Donncml, stupid. 

Doo, dove 
Daokat, ducki^d 
Doom, utterly. 

Doitce, quiet, respect- 
able. 


Doug, dog. 

Douffht, was able to. 
Doun, down. 

Dounot, a good - for- 
npthuigi 
Douti stubborn, 
to be able. 

, do not like to. 
cannot bear. 


Dribble, a drop. 

Drew, a qu<alm. 

Dudaie, ragged. 

Duds, ragged clothes. 

Dvlcis Armrylhdis irae, 
the anger of feminine 
wrath. 

Dunch jog or punch 

D line grande dame, of 
a great lady. 

Dyr<>tet , dyi 1 


£( laircisiement, explan- 
ation. 

Ee, eye. 

Men, eyes 

Efeir, quality, manner, 
also warlike piepai 
ation 

Elk, to add 
/J/s/ztrt, in iwl. 

Kme, uncle 

Kneuch, cnmtfh, enow, 
enough. 

Exauctorale, to dismiss 

flora SLMVlCC 

Eoi jute sanguiniii, by 
heredity 


Fabbs, lies 

Fallal ditd?, gaudy dress, 
fine clothes 

Fama clamosa, notoriety 
Fand, found. 

Fatih, trouble 
Fanherie trouble 
Fatuus, funosus, natur- 
al iter idiot a, foolish, 
nud, born idiot 
Faxild, to fold 
Faxned, favoured 
Faxit, fault 

Fa kfiss, insignificant. 
Filo ilc s(, ^uicidc 
Fi ad, to provide. 

Ficldt to puz/le. 

Fih, to foul, disorder 
Eld, a fly. 

Fleq, a flight. 
Fliiikmahou, a giddy 
thoughtless person. 
Flit, remove. 

Flow VW& 9 , a morass. 
Foot-t lantle, g*rment to 
protc ct the dress when 
iidmg 

Fotbiar, forefather. 
lotby beades 
Forby now, much less 
now 

F ntbar, part of court- 
room reserved for 
counsel 

Forgather, come to- 
gether, become mu- 
ni itc 

Fotmalifej etspecialiter, 
fie (p 197) formally 
and specifically is well 
as generally 
^nent, opposite. 
Forpit, a measure, fourth 
mapeeic. 


Fou, full, drunk. 

Foimd, the casting of 
metal. 

Fra/e, from. 

Fugit, etc, (p 201), time 
flies beyond recall. 
Fule, fool, foolish. 

Fund, found. 

Fyke, to dally, trifle. 


(fUit, a goat 
(/attff, go. 
f/ar, make, oblige. 
Oardyloo, from French 
gardez I eau, an I 3 din 
burgh Liyinado when 
xoil witci was thrown 
out of a window. 
Gate-brained, mad 
Gate, gaxt, way, direc 
tion, m inner. 

Gauger, exciseman. 
Gaun, going. 

Gaun pleas, pending law 
pleas. 

Gaunt, yawn 
Gawsie, jilump, jolly 
flay sure, pretty suie 
Gear, ])rop(.rty. 

Gie, the pet 

Oey and loell, pretty 
well. 

Gie, give. 

Oif gaf, mutual giving. 
Gilpy, a lively young 
gnl 
Gin, if 

Girdle, a circular iron 
plate for baking scones 
Gim, grin. 

Olaik, a dazzling gleam 
of light 

Olaiks, dust, deception. 
GUdt, gled, the kite. 
Gleg, active. 

Gleg as a glcd, hungi y as 
a hawk 

Ghff, an instant 
Glower, stare. 

Gollop, to gulp. 

I Oousty, dreary, haunted 
Goulte, a diop. 

Gowan, a daisy. 

Gowd gold 

Chaith, apparatus of any 
kind, harness * 
Grat, wept 
Qrce, agree. 

Gree, pre-eminence. 
Qreeshoch, turl fire, with- 
out flame. 

Greet, to cry, weep. 
Grewsome, grim. 

Grit, mat, 

Grvmd, ground 
Oude, good. 

Qud&man, the husband, 
ncad of the house 
Oudesvre, grandfather. 
Oudeunfe, familiar term 
applied to a wife as 
he^ of the house- 
hold. 

Guide, toUreat, direct. 
QuUey, a laige knife. ^ 


Chtae, goose. 

€tyU, a voung boy, also 

crazy {clean gyte). 


Itadden, held 
J/ae, have 
Ha^ets, the temples. 
Unjoin 9, young, entering 
the teens. 

custody, also to 
establish. 

llagbut, kackbut, gun 
with a curved stock. 
Hale, whole, entire. 
Hallan, partition at the 
doorway. 

Haly, hoi/, 

Jfame, home 
Hand - waled, remark- 
able, notorious. 

Haile, trail. 

Hard, harvest, 

Maud, hold. 

Uaving 9 , behaviour, 
manners. 

Hawkit, having white 
spots or streaks 
Ileahomt , wholesome. 
I/etnpxe, a rogue. 

Ilerse, hoarse 
Hcr*ship, plundering, 
booty, 

Hest, command, behest. 
Jlet, hot. 

Jling, hang. 

Hinny, honey • 

IIirpcin\ limping 
Hog, a young unshorn 
sheep. 

Hough, thigh or hip 
Jlowff, a haunt. 

How, hollow 
IJowdie, a midwife. 
Howl, owl. ' 

Bout s a wi* ye f how are 
you? 

Hand, hound 
Hus 9 y, a needlecase. 


I Tlk, the same name. 

Ilk, ilka, each. 

Ilka day, every day. 

In bif, inside the house. 

In conmendam, in con- 
junction with. 

In conJUentem, etc, (p. 
241), the judge’s func- 
tion ceases when there 
IS confession of the 
enme. 

Ingan, onion. 

Ingine, ingenuity, talent, 

Ingle, fire. 

In hoc stabu, in this 
case 

Inmwxtiam contra, etc, 
(p a49},enraityad^inst 
all mankind. 

In mitialibus, to b^n 
with. 

InMng, an idea of. 

In loco parentis, in placo 
of the pamit 
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tnpuit oontrlbutiott. 

In rem vertam, chai^e- 
abte ajpainst the estate. 

Instructf to show evid^ 
ence for. 

Inter apices jwna^on high 
I)omls of law. 

Inter pa/rietes, within 
doors. 

Inter nw«c(W,^a mere 
rustic. 

IntiU^ into 

Intonwd taenmyn, it thun- 
dered on the left. 

likcry other. 


Jag^ a prick. • 

Jamt jade. 

Jo, a sweetheart. 

Jow, to toll 

J\n dvoinum, divine 
right. 

Jxistuvar Court, highest 
Scotch criminal court. 


Kail, cabbage. 

Katl-toorm, caterpillar. 

Kale, broth made of 
greens, dinner. 

Kale - yard, vegetable 
garden. 

Kame, to comb. 

Kenspecklc, conspicuous, 
odd. 

Kejm, stop, guard, catch. 

KtU%vg-tme, time of 
persecution. 

Kintra, country. 

Kxrhit, churched, 

KUtle, ticklish, slippery, 

. Krame, crame, a sliop or 
stall. • 

I^e, cows 

\Kylemne, lead pencil. 

Kyike, to seem or ap- 

[ pear. 


JLaiktng, sporting, 
haird, a squiie. 
^mofwr, amber. 
Landward, inland, 
country-bred. 

Lane, alone. 

Latuji, law. 

Ijwwoth, a lark. 

Lamng, the account, 
bill. 


Lay, lea. 

Lead gram, to carry in 
gram. 

Leal and soothfast, 
truthful and honest. 


Learn, to teach. 

Lee, a he. 

Leee^moMsty, treason. 
Uft, thaiky, 

LUt, to sing. 

Lit/mer, a jiade. 

Lippen, rdy upon. 

Loco twtans, in the place 
of a guardian. 


Locum ienens, a tempor- 
aiy substitute. 

Loaf, the palm of the 
hand. 

Loot, Tjcrmit, 

Lounaer, to thump 
JjOW, flame. 

Lu( Lit dad, gi indf vther 
uq, the car 
Lim, a chimney. 

Lying dog, settei. 


Afagg, steal. 

Afaqna est verita^, etc. 
(P. 1:55). truth IS great, 
and will prevail. 

MaU, to stain. 

Afailing, mail, farm 
lent 

Afair more. 
Mai9try,mAStcry, power. 
Manse, a Scotch par 
sonage 

Manswom, perjured. 
Manly, mantle 
Manu-non bdle, etc. (p 
332), it IS not becom- 
ing to lift ones hand 
when jests pass over the 
wine. 

MashoL massacred 
Mass John, parson, 
Maukin, a hare. 

Maun, must 
Maunder, palaver, talk 
nonsense. 

Maut, molt. 

Maw, mow. 

Mea'i , a mare. 

Melt, meddle. 

Merse, Berwickshire. 
Mess, parson. 

Me^nan, lapdog, cur 
Midden, dunghill. 
Minnie, mamma 
Mista*, misc.ill, malign 
Mishgugqle, to disfigure 
Misset, displeased, out of 
humour. 

Miss Katies, probably 
mosquitoes. 

Mister, want 
Mittans, woollen glo^ es. 
Moss-hag, a bog-pit. 
Mottq, full of motes, 
AlutMeq much. 

Mu ir-iU, A diseascamong 
black cattle. 

Muir -pools, young 
grouse. 

Mull, A snuff-box. 
MiUch, woman's cap. 
Mutchkin, a pint mea 
sure. 


Na, nae, no, not. 

Noe gate, nowhere. 
Kane, none. 

NaihdUss, nevertheless. 
NavlMcmip(mes,€tc (p. 
152), manners, huck- 
sters, tavern-keepers. 

--y-- 


nigger. 


Keibor, neigbboiii. 
Keist, next , 

Kemo me impune laces- 
sit, no one wounds me 
with impunity. 

Neuk, nook, comer. 
Nercif, nephew 
iVt/fcr, biller, o\i hinge 
put his lift in a, 
stakid his life, 

Ndul inttKst dr possis 
sion/^,tlu le IS no quis 
tion of possession, 
Kilionsi ire sihi, ha\e no 
seems, 

Noded, raiiped. 

Non const at, not ceitam 
Non cinvis, elt (p, 167), 
It IS not evt ly one lh.it 
c*an gam admittance to 
the society of ( orinth. 
Noop, a protubei ince 
(of the elbow), the 
bone at the clbovv- 
joint. 

Nmoie, cattle. 


0 (, a grandchild. 

On ding, a heavy fill. 

Onq, ail) 

Optat ephippm, ef". (j). 
167) the sluggish o\ 
would like to be pio- 
vidcd with housings. 

Or, before 

Out-by, out of doors, 
also Ik yond 

Out 0* the gate, out of the 
way, 

Ower, over, 

Owtrby, over Ihe way, 

Oujtr ihe march, ovei the 
score, improper. 

Owrelay, a cravat. 


Patk, a blow. 

Paip, the pope, 

Paitrick, partridge. | 

Parochine, parish. 

Par vote du fait, by as- 
sault, act of violence. 

Pauvre honttux, poor 
and humble - minded 
man. 

Pave, the road. 

Peat-hag, pit in peat 
moss. 

Pfcble, to pelt with 
stones. 

Pen-gun, pop-gun. 

Pennystane, a stone 
quoit. 

Penny wedding, wed- 
ding at which the ex- 
penses are met by the 
guests' contributions. 

Per diem, per day. 
Perfermdtm, etc, (p. 
iS 5 )» fiery nature 
cn the Scots. 

Per vigiliaa et 
by anaxes imd itm^ 
bush. 


I Peeefmi exempli, n bad 
' precedent 
PetUe, indulge. 
Philaheg, Highland kilt. 
Ptbroch, bagpipe tune. 
PbcMe m your ain poke 
nook, supply yourself 
out of your owm means. 
Picqweerings, disputes. 
Piq, earthenware vessel. 
Pike, pick, 

7*11 w, a 1 eel. 

/'if, put. 

Plack, ^ of a penny. 
Plague, li cubic, annoy- 
ance. 

Pica house, court-house. 
Pleugh jilongh 
Plouqh-gaU, as much 
land .ns cm be tilltd 
by ont plough. 

Ploy, an entertainment, 
.1 spi ec 

Poil, a poke, bag. 
l*oto(urante, an easy- 
going, indifferent, 
cynical kind of poison 
Poena ordinana, miti- 
gated punishment, 
Pojjle, aSmall faini. 
Poliiitious, politic 
PoUmie, a dress foi boys. 
Poo rfu*, powerful 
Pmoney, pony 
Prestation, a payment of 
money. 

Png, to entreat, 

PiokitoT, procurator. 

P) opine, a gift 
Puir, poor. 

PiCpit, pulpit. 

Patten, put 


Quean, young woman. 

Qucnivq, quizzing. 

Queq, a young cow, 
cpiibblc. 

Quuns ex populo, an 
ordinary citizen. 

ijuodammodo, 111 a 
manner. 

Quos diliqit eastegat, 
whom he loveth he 
c li isieneth. 

Quotha, forsooth. 


Palhle, to mob. 

Jtannel - trees, a beam 
across the fireplace for 
suspending a pot. 

Rap, to swear fmsely. 

Rax, stretch. 

Reckan, pining, misei- 
able. 

Redar^, to reply to. 

Renting tfp, clearing 

Re^, smoke. 

Rmedium miserabUe, 
sad remedy for mis- 
fortune. 

Rin, run. 

80-2 
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a house- 

less vagrant. 

Rm^ to tear. 

RoikeUiy, a short cloak. 

JRmpf hoarseness. 

Rouping j selling off, 
auctioning. 

Rooing^ raving. 

Ruhbctj lobbed. 

Run goods, smuggled 
goods. 


Sackless, guileless. 

Sair, sore. 

Sail, shall. 

Samen, the old, the same 
as before. 

Sark, shirt. 

SatUd, sold. 

Saunt, saint. 

A^ut, salt. 

Saw, sow. 

Scaith, harm. 

Scart, scratch. 

Scavd, scald. 

Schule, school. 

Sclode, slate. 

Sc(ymji 8 h, suffocate. 
Scouping, skipping. 
Scraughin, screeching. 
Scule, school. 

Seor-TMLW, a gull 
Sect, set. 

Sed transent, etc. (p. 232), 
but let It pass with 
other blunders. 

Seil, to strain. 

Seip, ooze. 

Sm 0* ye, yourself. 
Shank, handle. 

Shoon, shoes. 

Shouther, shoulder. 

Sic, siccan, such. 
tSdier, money. 
tSUly health, poorly. 
Siirmer, summer. 

sundry, different. 
^ngtUi in solidum, each 
responsible for the 
whole. 

SU doun with, endure, 
take quietly. 

Sittm^ sat. 

Skelp, to slap. 

^keel, skill. 

Skin and him, the whole 
thing. 

Skirl, to screech. 
fikrimp, to straiten or 
save, pinch, 

Skidduadery, breach of 
chastity, indecency. 
SSakc, to besmear. 
Snapper, stumble, 
scrape. 

and mod, neat, 
S^er, soldier. 


SooiMast, honest. 

Sough, sigh, rumour. 
Soup. sup. 

Souther, to solder. 
Sowens, a sort of gruel. 
S^inif, telling fortunes. 
Spwr, inquire. 

Spiel, to climb. 
Spleuchai\, Highland 
tobacco pouch. 
SpvDran, Highland puise 
of goatskin. 

Spune, spoon. 

Spunk, fire, spirit. 

Staig, an unbroken 
horse. 

Stane, a stone. 

Stang, to sting. 

St Nicholas Vlerk^^ 
highwaymen. 

Sted, establish, supply. 
Stern, star. 

Stirk, a steer. 

Stinit, stagger. 

Stoup, a wooden vessel. 
Slrao, straw. 

Slraughted, stretched. 
Sture, harsh. 

Suddenty, suddenness*. 
Sui generis, of its own 
kind, special. 
Snunmvmi bonum, the 
chief good. 

Sunkets, victuals. 
Smther, suspense, hesi- 
tation. 

Synd, wash, rinse. 

Syne, since, ago. 

Syne as sune, late as 
soon. 


Ta, the. 

Toe, the one. 

Taen, taken. 

Tuen't, taken it. 

Tailzie, legal deed 
whereby the course 
of succession is cut 
off. 

Tail, a lock (of wool). 

Tam carim caput, a 
head so dear. 

Tane, the one. 

Tanga longs. 

Tape out, eke out. 

Tap in my lap, (take up) 
my baggage and be 
off. 

Taald^ told. 

Tawpxe, an awkward 
girl. 

Tawse, a strap cut into 
tails for whipping 
boys. 

Teil, devil, 

Tempw nemiui, time 
(waits for) no man. 

Tender,\iL delicatehealth. 


Ten-Masrk Cowt, former 
Scotchsmall debt court 


for sums not exceeding 
118. , and servant? 


wages. 

Tent, care. 

The day, to-day. 

Thirlage, servitude. 

Thole, to suffer or en- 
dure. 

Thraw, to throw. 

Thrawart, cross-giained, 

Tkrawn, crabbed. 

Threshie - coat, rough, 
weather coat 

Till, to. 

Tint, lost. 

Tither, other. 

TittU, a httle pet, ad- 
dressed generally to a 
sister. 

Tod, a fox. 

Toofm, empty, to empty. 

Touk, tuck (of a drum), 

Tmon, a mansion, faim- 
house, or farm offices. 

Towniont, twelvemonth. 

Toy, cap. 

Txaik, dangle. 

Tringuet, to correspond 
clandestinely. 

Trim, believe. 

Trowling, rolling. 

Tuilzie, a disturbance. 

Tviol, twelve. 

Twalpmnies, a penny 
sterling, I2d. Scots. 

Tyne, lose. 


Unco, uncommon, 
strange, serious. 

UrUil, unto, 

Upgang, ascent. 
ifphavd, uphold. 
Us(juehavgh, whisky. 

Ut Jlos vn septis, etc. 
(p. 332), as a flower 
.springs up unseen in a 
walled garden. 


Valeat quantum, what- 
ever it may be worth, 
Vvind rex, etc. (p. 253), 
long live the kirg, and 
let the law take its 
course. 


Wa\ wall. 

Wad, a pledge, also to 
wager. 

Wad, would. 

Wadma, would not. 
Wadset, mortgage. 

Woe, woe. 


Woff, whiski wave, blast. 
WaU, to select. 

Watly draigU, a poor 
we& creature. 
Wampishing, tossing. 
Wan out, got out. 
WaTt-thriven, in a state 
of decline. 

Tfare, to spend. 

IKarAj, work. 

Warsle, Warstle, wrestle. 
Wastri/e, waste. 

Wat, wet. 

Watna, wot not. 

Wauf, wave. 

Wawr, worse. 

Wean, a young child. 
Weasana, the windpipe. 
Wdister, a weaver. 

Wee, little. 

Weird, destiny. 

Wha, who. 

Whan, when, 

Wha!s, whose. ^ 

Whaup vn the rape^ 
something wrong or 
rotten ; literally, a pod 
m the rope. 

Wham, where. 

Wheen, a few. 
Whereanent, concerning 
which, 

Whilk, which. 

Whillywha, wheedle. 
Whom, horn. 

Wight, wichd, powerful. 
WiUyard, wild, shy, db- 
stinate. 

Wimple, winding turn. 
Winna, will not. 

Win ewer, get or gain 
over. 

Woodie, the halter. 
Worriecow, hobgoblin. 
WoTset, worsted. 

Wotna, do not know. 
Wrang, wrong. 

Wud, mad, violent, 

Wvil cat, wild cat. 

Wun, win. 

Wun?ia, will not. 
Wunning in, getting or 
gaining in. 
wish. 

Wuzzent, withered. 

Wyte, blame. 


Yeald, barren. 

YeaJLaon, elding, fuel " 
Yeam,\.o cause tocoagu* 
late, ^ td* 

Yeruslian, Erastian. 

Yerk, to bind tightly. 
Yerl, earl. 

Yestreen, yesternight 
YiUrcatp, a wooden 
drinking vessel 
ybnf, beyond, away from. 
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TafS AMoVf on a formn oicaaioHy declined 
gimnq tht nal south ftom u/iu/i he dmo the 
tragu suhjtcf of this hisfon/t tHimiae, though 
otemnng at a distant pa lo I ^ it might possibly be 
unpleasing to the fiilin js < f tin disandants of th , 
parties,* JSafaaluJiudsiniuHountoftluLiKum ' 
atanees giv ffiii the Nohs to Imuj a Memo? /a/s,i 
by his inginioiis friendf CMihs Kirhpairuk 
Sharpe, Esq , and also 'indHaJted in his leptint of 
the hfv, Mr. Si/nisoifs Poems, appinded to flu 
Eesci iptian of Galloway, % as the onginaf of tin 
Eridf of Lamimrmoor, the Author Jiels himsflf 
mw at 1 btrty to till the tah as he had d fiean 
eoiinmms of his own, who lived nry near the 
pctiod, and wen clos ly rdaUd to the family of 
the Bride, 

It i4>V3(ll known thaJt the family of Dahymph, 
which hfiWpTodaeid, within the space of tvoien 
twiea, as many men of iaUni, ciiil and military, 
and of literary, ^wlitual, and jirofissmial emi 
tienoe, 06 any house in Si of land, first lose into 
ihbtineiion in the ptrson of Janus Dalrymph, 
one of the most eminent lauytrs that evtr lived, 
thouifh the laboins of his fwueifut mind uen 
unhapmly exercised on a subbed so limited as 
Scotf^ Jwnsprudence, on nhuh ho has composed 
an odmvrMe work. 

He married Margaief, daughter to Ross of 
BaXnieli with whom he obtained a eonsidcrahle 
etude, eShe teas an able, politic, and high minded 
woman, so swccasful in ulud she undertook, fhaJf 
the vulgar, no way pa/rtial to her husband or her' 

* [Note A Tlw Family of Stair ] 
t utw 6 MemorunU, 4(0, 18x8, page 936 
i note to page 367, 


family, unpuUdhei suuiss fo ne lonunuy Ac^ 
( 07 ding to the papula t h luf, this JJanu Mai gas et 
purUmsai Hu ((snpornl prospinty of her family 
from the Masta uhom shf strvid, under a ^ 
singular (onditinn, ukuh is thus nanated by 
the histmian of fur gtatAson, the gnat hail of 
SUiu * Shi livid fo a gnat ag<, and at hei 
death dtsitcd that she might not be put under 
ground, but that Jui iofjin should be placed 
upr iqht on om end of it, piomising ihaJL lohile she 
mnained in that sduafion the Hah yrnples should 
lontinve in piospciity What uns the old ladi/s 
niotioi for suih a leguesf, m whclhn she really 
nimli suih a promise, / tannot talc upon iru to 
ilitirmiiK , but it is eeitain If r coffin stands 
upright III the aisle of the (hurth of Knhhston, 
thr burial pliui of the family, Tho tahnis of 
this aueymphshed lai uero sufptient to have 
anounfed for tf f dtgnUus which mariymemheis 
(// th family atfaiiujd, uithod any supernatural 
assistance But thir CJr t ram dinary prosper dy 
was aliendfd by some equally singular family 
rnisfartiines, of vhwli that whiih befell their elded 
dauqhter uas at once unauounlahle and rnclari* 
eholy. 

Miss Janet Dalrrfmple, dauqhter of the fad 
Jjord Stair and Dame Marga/ret Ross, Iwd engaged 
herself, unthmU the 1 nowledqe of her parerds, fo the 
Lord Rufherford, who uas not aoceptahle to them, 
either cm account of his political principles, or his 
want of fortune. The young couple broke a piece 
qf gold together, and plcdqm their tredh in the 


%Mmmrs ef/okn Earl qf Statr, by an Impartial 
Hand London, prmte^ for C Cobbet, p'ige 7 


ffuinncrj and %t ts said i/ie ycnmg 
iady trnpreuUed dreadful evils 07 t herself s/ioutd 
^ break het plifjJtfed faith Shortly after, a 
sudor who uas faiowed by Lord Stair, and still 
more so by his lady, paid his addresses to Miss 
J)alryniple 2 ht youn g lady i c fused the proposal, 
and, heinq on the tubjitf, confessed het 

sea el (iigjijiment Lady Stair, a woman acaii 
tomed to universal submission (Joi even het 
husbani did not date to contradict htr), iicqfed 
this objcition as a tufU, and insistcl upon het 
daughJtcr yielding hei consent to many the new 
sudor, JJtxil Dunhai, son and hat to J)axid 
J)nnhar of Bildoon, in Wigtonshiu The first 
lovei, a 7m n of my high spud, thoi xnUtfnctl 
hy letter, and insisted on the 1 1 fid lie had aujuiud 
by his ti oth afided u dh the young lady Lady 
Stair sent him for answer that het daughiet, 
sensible of lur unduiitul hthuiiout i cnUtinj 
into a conhitet unsamt toned by het piicnts had 
letraited het unlauful loi and now lefuscd to 
fid hi her engagi m nt u dh him 

The lovet , i n tdiit n, dei lined posit 1 1 cly to / ccei i e 
such an atiswc) ftom a7iy im but Jus misfuss ui 
jterson , and as she had to dial v dh a man who 
Was both of a most ddn mined ehatacU i , and of too 
high cotulUion to he Itiflfd uith. Lady Stan uas 
obliged to consent to an interview hdiuen Lotd 
llulherford and hi t da ugJdct L ut sh e tool eat do 
he present in pet son, and aigucd the point u dh the 
dcsappoirUed and incensed loicr wdh ptrtinacdy 
t qual to li IS ou n She pat tiuilat ly x nsi shd on the 
LcvUual law, uluch declares that a woman shall 
he free of a vow which her patents dissent ftom 
This IS the pxssage of iptute she founded m — 

^ Jfa man i no a toio unto the Lot 1 , or svear 
an oath to hind hts soul with a haul , he shall 
tiot break his waul, he shall do act aiding to all 
that proceedeth out of his moidh 

* If a uonian also tou a on unit the lotd, 
and hind Jut self hy a Innd, hang in her fathet s 
house m het youth , 

^ And her fafhci hi u her ton, and het bond 
wheteu dh she hedh I on ni hit out, a ad het fathi r 
shall hold Im peaie a* hir then all her touy 
shall stand, and cieiy bond t hcreiidh she hath 
hound het soul snail stand 

But if het fid kit disiUou her 1 1 the day that 
he heareth , nof any if het tons, cr of 1 er bonds, 
wherewUh she hedh hound het wid, shall stand 
and tlw Lotd shall foryuc her because her fathet 
disallowed het * — Numbets ojljc Z, 4t 

lyiiile the mother insisUd these topics, the 
lover in vain conpired th daughter to declate her 
oun opimon and feelings She remained totally 
ovetu helmed, as U sicmcd, — tmde, pace, and 
tnciionliss as a statue Only at her milwt's 
command, stcinly xdtcrid, she smxmotud strength 
enough to res*oie to her pUglded suitot the piece of 
hrvlken gold, u hich was (he emblem of her troth 
’ On this he but sf forth iido a ttetnendoxis passion, 
iook of the tnofh r i dh maledictions, a/nd, as 

tho apartmcid, turned hack to say to his 
noem^ y not fielh mxstiess, * For you, madam, 
you he a wui Id s u ondcr , ’ a phi ase hy which ' 
femarJexhle degree nf calamity is usually 
Jfa tiwyifc abromi, and relumed nob 
0(0^ Jf tm M Lord Buther/ord was the 
iWortunate party, he yiust have been the third 
\m hm tm sofyt d%od eh ms. 


The snarriaye Jarwt Jkdrymple aand 

David Dmhar of B&Uoon pow wetdfommd, Bw 
hridr showing no repu0ncmee, hut being pMtUUly 
passive tn everything her mother emmmded or 
advised * On the day of the mat mage, wfyuh, as 
was then usual, was celchated by a great assem- 
blage of friends and tclatinns, she was the same 
— sui, silent, and resigned, as it seemed, fo her 
destiny A lady, ivn/ many connected uith the 
family, told the Aufhoi that sbe had cenvetsed oti 
the subject v ifh one cj tin hoti cis of the bride, a 
tn re lad at the time, uh > had tidden btfoic hl^^ 
sisUt to chuith lli ^aid het hand, which lay 
on his as s/« held het atm tout d his waist, wcw 
as cold and damp as mat bit But, full of his 
new driss and the pint hi acted in the pi oces- 
Sion, ike cinumstanci , uhich h long afterwatds 
iutiembered uitli hittn soriow and compunction, 
made VO imptession on him at tin time 

2 he brida^ feast uas folloued hy dancing ; the 
btuh and htidegtoom rcfited as usual, when of a 
sudden (he most u ild andpici dug 1 1 les u ere heard 
it i m the nupii tl chnmhct . Jtua^ tin n the custom, 
to pteient any coatst pleasant) y uhieh old times 
jut haps admitted, that th hy of the nuptial 
ihamb r should be ciUt usUd to the Indcman, He 
uas called t pon, hut tefused at first to giie it up, 
till the sht itks hei ame so hideous that he was com- 
pdlid to hislen With others to leatn the cause. 
On opening th dooi, th y found the bridegioom 
lying actoss the ihteshold, dicadfiilly wounded, 
and Si) earning uUh blood 2 he bride uaA then 
sought fo) hhe tins Joxmd in the cornet of the 
large thmney, hat Dig no coieiing save her shft, 
a)ui (hat dal hk d i n yo) e 2 hoe she sat g) inn Dig 
at (hem, mopping and vmtinq, as I heard the 
irptission used , in a uoid, ahwluiely insane, 
2 he only uods she spole ucrc, *2ak up your 
bon me hiultpoom * hhe sin \ tied this hatnble 
suae little mote than a firtnight, having hem 
named on ih if August, and dying on the 
1 th of Siptemhc) lb(j9 • 

2 he uti fortunate Baldoon iceovertd from his 
u omuls, hut stetnly pi ohihited all inquiries te- 
spceting the manner in uhuh he had teeeivcd 
them Jf a lady, hr said, asUd h im any qimlions 
upon the subject, Iw uould neUho answer her nor 
speak to hi) again while hi livid, ifage/niUmm, 
he vould consider it as a mortal affronft, and 
demand satisfaction as having received such. He 
did not VC) y long sut ? ivi the dreadful calasttophe, 
having met wdh a fcdal injury by a fall from his 
horse, as he rode between Leith and Holyrood 
House, of which he died the neat day, S 3 th March 
1662 Thus a ft w yeat s removed all the pi inetpaZ 
actors tn this fniflfiful itagedy 

Various tepmts went ahoad oti this mysterious 
affair, many of them ury inaccurate, though theif 
could hatdly be saul to be encaggerated. It was 
difficult at that time to become aeqtmnled with 
the hvdorif of a Scottish family above ike lower 
rank, and strange things sometmes iookpltUie 
there, into whuh even the law did turf scruffuwusty 
inquire 

The credulous Mr Law says, geswraU^f thait tJw 
I Lord Presideni Stanr had a dmgU&r, ytiWi ‘ bevn^ 
\ 7rMrirved,ih^mgUBhewas}sfii^v^^ 

\ bnde), was taken from herbridsgromMiiil^^ 

1 *lNoteB Facid|nnc(rf Manage 
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{dtagge^ through the hQUso {by ^irits, m aro 
given to i^hdcrstatA and soon ajlerioards died, 
Anoltier dmghteTi ho saySf ^ was possessed by an 
evU spptUJ 

My friend Mr, Sharpe gives another edition 
of tiiA tfUe, According to his infer mat wn, it was 
the bridegroom who wounded the bride. The 
marriage, according fo this account, had been 
againd her mothers mclinatiiyii, who had given 
her conSefU in these ominous wmh: ‘ Vou may 
nwitry hii^x, hut soon shall you r(}icnt it.* 

1 find still another account darkly insinuated 
in some highly scurrilous and ahusicc verses, of 
which I ham an original copy. They are docketed 
as being written ‘ Upon the late Viscount Stair and 
his family, by Sir William ITaniilton of IVlii/e- 
law. The marginals by Will iam Dunlop, writer 
in Kdinhurgh, a son of the Lahdof Jloaschill, and 
nephew to flic sa id Sir William lianulton.* Tin rc 
was a hitter and 2i<'rsona1 quarrel aiul rivalry 
heliHH the author of this libel, a name which it 
richly dcserirs, and Lord President Stair ; and 
the lampoon, which is written with rnrn'h more 
nutlice than art, bcais the following motto . — 

Siaii^s neck, mynd, w\/e, Kotts, giand^ott, and the rest 
Are w>y,JaUe, witch, /t/i, panicid, ^osscst. 

This malignant satirist, who calls up all the 
misfortunes of the family, docs not forget the fatal 
hrulal of Baldoon. lie seems, though his verses 
are as obscure as unpoetical, to bdimate that the 
violence done to the bridegroom v'as by the interven- 
tiiM of the foul fund, to whmn the young lady had 
resigned herself, in case she should break her con- 
tract with her first loci r. 11 is hypotlusis is incon- 
sistent with the account gicm in the note U2ion 
Laids Memorials, but easily I'ceoneilahle to the 
family tradition. 

In al Stairs we no dijffennce know, 

They doe the JtmaUs a\ the males hestow; ’ 

So he of am tf Ins daughter's marriage gate the 
ward. 

Like a if tie va sell, to Cllenlussds Laird \ 
lie knew what she did to her master plif^ht, \ 
If she her faith to Rutherfufd should slight, j- 

fyiiuh, lyke his own, for greid he hak outright. ) 
Nick aid Baldoon' s postetior fight deride. 

And as first substitute, did sease the htdi ; 
Wkaie'er he to his mistress did or said, 
lie threw the hidegroom Jrom the nuptiall he 
Into the chimney did sa Ins fital maull. 

Ills huised boms ne'er cured but by thefali.*^ 

One of the margiiutl notts asci'ibed fo Willinm 
Dunlop applies to tloc above lints. * She had 
betrothed herself to Lord Itutlicrfoord under horrid 
imprcealions, and afterwards maiTicd Baldoon, 
his nevoy, and her mother was the cause of her \ 
hrea>ch of faith.* 

The same, tragedy is alluded to in IhcfoHoulng 
couplet and vote 

What train of curses that lase brood persues. 

Where the young mphew wids old uncle's spouse. 

ThfiwM on the word iiiiclo explains it as mean- 
ing * Dufherfoord, who should have ^narried the 
Lady Baldoon, teas Baldoon* s uncle.* The poetry 
" (f thU satire on Lord Stair and his family was, 
as alfsady •nioticed, writUn by Sir William 
Mamitton </ WhUelaw,'k a rival of Lord Stair 

" * The ftll from hU» hww, lay which he wa» lulled, 

^ f { hfLve combed the saure, which occurs in the lim 
volume of the curious little collection culled u Soak a/Scat, 
tkk Sasfptfilt, 1807, wUh thjut which has a mot« fiSl text, 


for ihs> sUuation qf PresideTU qf the Court of 
Session,* a, p&rio^ imeh inferior to thal gnk 
lawyer in talents, and equally ill-treated by the 
calumny (rrjust sedire qtfda eonUmporaries, as an 
unjust and partial judge. SomO qf th^ notis ate 
by that curious and laborious antiquary, Bobert 
Milne, who, ns a virulent Jacobite, wiliiigly lent 
a hand tdUaekn} the family of Stair. % 

Another jwd of the period, with a very different 
purpose, has lejt an eUgy, in which he darkly 
hints at ami bauoani thr fate of the ill-starred 
young ptersan, vhosc rny vneommon calamity 
UliUelaw, Dunlop, and Milne thought a fitting 
suhjict for buffoonery and ribaldry. This bufd 
of milder mood vas Andnw Symsoti, hfore the 
Jievolution minisUr of Kirkiuntr, in Galloxray, 
and after his (jjutlsioii as an Kpisccpalian, follow- 
ing the humble occupation of a % rinter in Edin- 
burgh. lie J uniislied the family of Baldoon, v ith 
whtch he apjtears to have hm intimate, with an 
elegy on the. tragic cwnt in tluir family. In this 
piece he treats the. mournful occasion of the hr lids 
death with mysterious solemnity. 

The verses bear this titli , — * On the UnexpicUd 
death of the virtuous Lady, Mrs. Janet Dnlrymple, 
Lady Baldoon, younger,* and affoid us the precise 
dates of the catastrophe, wliuh could not otherwise 
have been easily asc( ? ta uied. ‘ Kupfa August 1^. 
Domnm iJucta August 14. Ohiit Siptember IS. 
Seputt. Septembir tiO, 1009.* The form 0/ the 
eltgy is a dialogue hihcut a passtnger and a 
domestic scivant. The fust, rccollcUing tJud he 
had glassed that way lately, and seen all around 
enlivened by the appiaranccs of mirth andfestivity, 
h desirous to know uhat had changed so gay a 
scene info mourning, IVc preserve the reply of 
the servant as a spicimen of Mr. Bymson*s verses, 
uhicli nic not of the first quality: — 

- — Sh, 'ih itutk you've Md, 

II e did enjoy gftat mifth; but now, alt met 
Our jo\ful song's tuind to an eUgie. 

A vtriuous lady, not long since a bride, 

Jl’as to a hopeful plant by marriage tycd. 

And brought home hither. II e did all rejoyce. 

Even for her sake. But presently our twice 
lEai tur nd to mourning, Jor that little time 
That she'd enjoy: 6 he loaned in her prime, 

Bor AUofos, with her impartial knife. 

Soon cut her threcd, and therewithal her life; 
And/or the time, we may it well remember. 

It leing in unfin innate Septunbcr, 

Just at the equinox ; she wa& cut doivn 
In ih' hanett, and this day she'^ to be so 7 ou, 
inter e we must leave her till the resurra itoH, 

Tis then the Saints enjoy the ir full perjecthn.% 

and more extended note«t, and Chinch is in my oum posNes- 
sion, by gift of ThomA<» Thomson^ Esq., Kegi&ter-Deputr. 

In the second Book of Vasguils,p. 72, is a most abust\e 
tpitaph on Sir James Hamilton ofWnitelaw. 

I ilhcrc appeared in the Edinburgh Evening Post of 
Oct. 10, 1 840 (and afterwards iti the J.ives of the Lindsays, 
p. 4«',9). a letter dated September 5th, 1823, addressed by 
Sir Robeit Dalrymple Horn Klphinstunc, Bart., to the late 
Sir James Stewart Denham of CfoUncss, Bait, both descend- 
ants of Lord President Stair, from which it appears that, 
according to the traditional creed of the Dalrymple family, 
the Bride's unhappy lover, Lord Rutherford, had found 
means to be secreted in the nuptial chamber, and that the 
wound of the bridegroom, Sir David Dunbar of Baldoon, ^ 
was inflicted by Rutherford’s hand.— J. G. LocKHARt.] 

^ 9 This elegy 1$ reprinted in the appendix 10 a topograph- 
ical wothby the same author, entitled A large Description 

I of Gafloway, ^ Andrew ^ymson, 'Mlimstex of Rimnnet 
(1684)1 8vo; W, and C. Tail, Rdinlmt^h, ’The 
reverend gentleman*! elegies are hound up with the Trf- 
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ifr* also pmred/orth his sUgiac ^mins 

upon Uis/tUo qfthe widowed bridegtoomi on which 
ouigeoi, o/tsr a long and querulous the 

' poei nrrives ai the sound conclusion , that if Baldoon 
Imd Walked on foot ^ which if scans was his general 
cudom^ he \oould have escaped per whing by a fall 
from Iwrsehack, As the work in which U occurs 
is so scarce as almost to he unique, and as it gives 
us the most full account of one of the actors in this 
tragic fate which wc have rehearsed, we will, at 
the risk of being tedious, insert some short speci- 
mens of Mr. Symson's composition. It is entitled — 
* A funeral Elegk, occasioned by the sad atid 
much lanwited death of that worthily respectett 
and very much accomplished gmtlcnuin, J)avid 
Dunbar, younger of Baldoon, only son and ap- 
parent heir to the right worshipful Sir David 
Dunbar of Baldoon, Knight Baronet. He deparU d 
Urn lif^ on March 18, l(S8i, having reMved a 
bruise by a fall, as he was riding the day preced- 
ing betwixt Leith and Holy -Hood House; and 
was hmiourahly interred in the Abbey church of 
Holy-Hood House, on April 4i 10Si2.* 

Men might, and very justly too, conclude 
Me guilty of the ivorst ingraiiiudi , 

Should / be ulent, or should I forbear 
At this sad oictdent to shed a tear: 

A tear* said I* ah* that s a feiit thing, 

A very leant flight, slender offering, 
loo mean. I'm sure, for mCt whttetuith fatteful 
The uneapecied funeral of my fiend - 
A glass of briny tears charged ttb to iK brim 
iVould he too f IV for me to shea Jor him. 

The poet proceeds to state his intimaey with the 
deeen^icd, and the eonUnney of the young matCs 
atltndance on puhiic worship, which was regular, 
ami had such ejf(ct upon two or three others that 
%Oire inAmnccd by his example, 

So that vtv MuiC ^gaimi Prhcian avers, 

Pie, only he, were my parishioners 
}'ea, and my only hearers. 


He then describes the deceased in person and 
muiiners, from which it appears that more accom- 
plishmmds were expected in the composition of a 
fine gentleman in ancient than modern times : — 

Ills hotly ^ though not very large or tall, 
ll^oi sprightly, aetwe, yea, and strong withal. 

Jits const Hutton wa^, t/ right I've gmssed, 

Hlood mixt with choler, said to be the lust. 

In's gesture, tonversc, speech, discjurse, attire, 
tie practis'd that which wise men still admire, 
Commerul, and recomriund. afs that * you U say; 
f 'is this: lie ever choos'd the middle way 
Twixi both fk' erfremes. Almost in eo'ry thing 
lie did the like, 'Us worth our nofutng: 

Sparwg, yet mt a niggard', liberal. 

And yet not lavish or a prodigal, 

As^towiftg w/un to spend and when to spare; 

And that s a lesson whuk not many are 

mith. lie bashftl 7vas, yit daring 
Wkxn he suw cause, and yet therein but sharing; 
Eamilsar, yet not tommon. Jor he knew 
To eoadesiend, and Keep his distance too. 

Ho Ots d, and that most commonly, to go 
done so. 

Tk pgSmrs qf court ivere unto him well known: 
And pot nue^hlle he sHghied not his mvn. 

Ho mhmf^U well how to behave at court, 

Andiffi but setdome did thereto resort; 

“ '1 mid ike eomntiy life, choos'd to inure 
‘^to paofrttgt and agrieuliure ; 

inepfVVHWt db'tching, trenehlng, draining, 
reviming, put by those ntjeans geUning : 
fi levelling, ereett^ 

ihambeh. houses. Hrrumt ^ 



How this, now that device, this draught, that 
measure, 

Thai might advance his prqfii with hit pleasure* 
Quick in his bargains, honest in commerce, ^ 

Just in his dealings, being much averse 
From quirks oj law, still ready to refer 
J/is cause fan honest tountiy arbiter. 

He was acquainted with cosmography. 

Arithmetic, and modem history; 

With architecture and such arts as these, 

HTiich I may call specifek sciences 
Pit for a gentleman; and surtly he 
That knoivs them not, at hast in some degree. 
May brook the title, but he uanH the thing, 

Is but a shadoiv scarce worth noticing. 

He learned the French, bet spoktn to his fraise, 

In very little more than forty days. 

Then cowca the full hurst of woe, in Which, 
instead of saying much hmself, the poet infiyi'ins 
us what the ancients would Icaocwid on smh an 
occasion : — 

A heathen poet, at the news, no doubt. 

Would have exclainud, and furiously cry'd out 
Against tht fates, the desttnus, and starrs, 

What * thti the tffeci of planetarie 7varrs > 

We might haste seen him rage and i me, yea worse, 
*Tis very like we might have heard him curse 
1 he year, the month, the day, the hour', ike place, 
I he company, the 7vager, and the race; 

Decry all retnaiions, with the names 
Of Isthmian, Py thtan, and Olympic games ; 

P rclaitn againH Hum all, both old and new. 

Both the Nemeean and the Lethaan too; 

Adjudge all persons under hrglust pain 
AUvays to 7nalk on foot, and thin again, 

Order all hordes to be hough'd, that 7ve 
Might never mote ike like adventure see. 

Hupposimj our readers have had enough of Mr, 
Symson's verses, and Ji mint g nothing more in his 
poem worthy of iranitcription, wc ret tun to the 
tragiAi si(n*y. 

It is needless to point out to tin intelligent reader, 
that thx wilchcraft of the mother consisted only in 
the ascendency of a powerful mind over a weak 
and melancholy one, and that the harshness with 
which she exercised her superiority in a ease of 
delicacy, had driven her daughter first to despair, 
then to frenzy. Accordingly, the iuthor leas 
endeavoured to explain the tragic tale on this 
principh. Whatever nsemblanjce Lady Ashton 
may In supposed to jwssus to the celebrated Dame 
Margaret Hoss, the reader must not suppose that 
there was any idea of tracing t/te 2 K)TiraU qf the 
first Lord Viscount Btair'in the tricky and mean- 
spirited Sir William Ashton. Lord Stair, what'- 
eeer might be hts moral qualities, was certainly 
one of the first statesmai and lawyers of his age. 

The imaginary castle of Wolfs Crag has been 
identified by sonw lover of locality with that 
of P'aHt Castle. The Author is not competent to 
Judge of the resemblance betwixt the real dnd 
inwginarqi scene, having never seen P\(8t CaAIe 
except from the sea, Butfortaliees of this descrifi- 
iion are found occupying, like osprey* s 'nests, pro- 
jeeting rocks or qwamontories, in many parts the 
eastern coast of Scotla'nd, and the position (f Fast 
Castle seems certainly to resemble, that (f Wolj's 
Crag as much chs any other, while its vkiiiity to 
the mountain ridge of Lamm&rmoor rmiers* ihe 
assimilation a probable one. 

We have only to add, that the detjdh ^Sjf the 
wnfortumede bridegroom by a fall firm horseback, 
has been in the mml i/tomfenid to the no less 
uifortmate lover,* 

* C Itlncbs of the Author, and dicUtion rf the 
Novel] M 
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liv cauk ami ketl to win vonr bread ^ 

/ k /’ whfgMtahertes/or thun wha netd, 

Whilk IS a gentle trade indeed 

'Jo carry the gabetlunsie on. 

Old Song. 


FiKw have been in my secret while I v^aa eom^ 
piling these imvratives, nor is U probable that they 
Will ever heeenne public during the life of their 
author* Sven were that event to happen , I am 
not ambitious of the honoured dht Diet ion y dip;ito 
uionstrari. I confess that, were it safe to cherish 
smh dreams at ally / should more enjoy the ihofugld 
of remaining behind the curtain unseen y like the 
ingenious manager of Vuneh and his wife Joan, 
and enjoying the astonishment and conjectures of 
my wudh&iwe. Then might /, ptreharn'c, hear the 
productions of the obscure Tder Patticsim praised 
by the judicious aiul admired by the fed ing, en- 
grossing the young, and attract Dig even the old; 
while the critic traced their fame up to some name 
of literary celebrity, and the question when, and 
by wlmn, these talcs wire written, filed up the 
pause of conversation in a hundred circles and 
coteries* Th is I ma y never enjoy during my life- 
time; but farther than thi'>y I am certain, sny 
vanity should never Duluce me to cuspire, 

I a/mtoo stubborn in habits, a lul too little polished 
in )fnannersy to e^wy or aspire to the honmirs 
assigned to 7 ny litciary coutemjiovaries. 1 could 
Slot think a whit more highly of myself v>cir T 
even fovmd worthy to *eome in place as a lion,* for 
a winter Hh the great metropol is. / could not rise, 
Utm Timid, aid show all my honours, from the 
shaggy mane to the tufUd tail, roar you an 'tivere 
any nigKtingalc, and so lie down again like a 
well-behaved beast of show, and all at the ehcaji 
and easy rate of a cup of cofee and a slice of bread 
and butter as thin as a wafer. And I could ill 
stomach the fulsome flattemj with wh ich the lady 
of the evening indulges her show-monstei s on such 
occasions, as she crams her jiarrots with sugar- 
plums, in order to make them talk before company. 
X cannot be tempted to ‘ c<yme dloft 'for these marks 
of disUncturii, and, like imprisoned Samson, I 
would rather remain — if such m ust be the^ ali^- 
natlve — all my life in the mill-house, grinding 
for my veri/ bread, than be brought forth to make 
sport for the Philistine lords and ladies. This 
piiiceeds from no duslike, real or affected, to the 
arlMocraey of these reahits. Put they have Iheir 
place, and I have mine ; and, like the iron, and 
eariJim vessels in the old f all e, we can scarce come 
into colliaion without my being the sufferer in 
sense* It may he otherwise with the sheets 
I am now writing* These may he opened 
md laid aside at pleasure ; by amusing Xhmmlves 
wUh the perusal, the great will eseeUe no false 
hopes; by neglecting or condemning them, they 


will inflict no pain; and how seldom can they 
converse with thi\>e v'hose mnuls have toiled for 
their delight, without doing cither the one or the 
other. 

In the bitter ami wiser tone of feeling, which 
Or id only eacprcssi^s in anr line to retract in that 
which follows, I can address these quires—^ 

Par^ff, net, invideo, sine me, liber, ibis in urbem. 

Nor do I join the regrtf of the illustrious exile, 
that he hi rnsilf could not in person accompany the 
volume which he sent forth to the mail of literature, 
pleasure, and luxury. Were there not a hundred 
similar instances on record, thx fate of my poor 
frieiui ami school f( How, IHek Tinlo, would be 
suflicient to warn me against seeking happiness in 
the celebrity which attaches itself to a successful 
cultivator of the fine arts. 

Dick Tinto, when he wrote himself artist, u*a3 
wont to derive his origin from the ancient family 
of Tinto of that ilk, in Lanarkshire, and occa- 
sionally hinted iJud he had somewhat dcrogaUd 
from his gentle blood, in using the pencil for his 
pHneijial means of support. But if XHclcs pedi- 
gree was correct, sonic of his ancestors must have 
suffered a more heavy declension, since the good 
wan his father executed the necessary, and, I 
trust, the honest, Inii certainly not very distin- 
guished, envployvnent of tailor in ordinary to the 
clllage of Jjangdirdvm in the west. Under his 
h/umhle roof was Bixhard bom, and to hisf<Uher*s 
humble trade wasitichard, greatly contrary to his 
inclination, early indeniured. Old Mr, Tinto 
had, however, no reawn to congratulate humself 
upon haA?ing compelled the youthful genius of Ms 
son to forsake its natural bcut. He fared like the 
schoolboy, who attempts to stop with his finger 
the spout of a wafer cistern, while the dream, 
exasperaJed al this eompressiem, escapes by a 
thousand uncalculated spirts, and wets Kim all 
over for his pains* Even so fared the senior 
Tinto, when his hemeful apprenHce not only 
exhausted all the chalk in meudng skeUlus upon 
the shsp-board, hU even executed several caricatures 
' of his father's best customers, who began loudly to 
murmur, ihal it was too hard to have iheir porsons 
deformed by the vestments efthe faJtheTi and to be 
at the same time turned into ridioule by the poneil 
of his son* This led to discredit and loss of 
praxtios, wntil the old tailor, yielding to destis^y 
and to the onireaiies of his son,permfUtsd him to 
aUempt his forttme in a line for whkh he leas 
better guali/m. 



ITbjs preliminaiy chapter forms the first lb previous editions, but i| now printed in {Udice pa 
account oC its intr^uctory oluicneter*} 
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fhm wki ab&ut (his dmc, in, tks ef 

Xisi^ifdim^ A peHpoJteiic brother qf thA hrtish, 
fohe opoervised his vocation sub Jovo frigido, i/ie 
t^$ct iidmircUion to all the boys qf the village^ 
hvi espedally to Vick Tiwto, The age had not yet 
adopted, amongst other unworthy retrenchments, 
(hat illiberal measure qf economy, which, supply- 
ing by written invaders the lack of symbolical 
representation, closes one open and easily accessible 
avenue qf instruction and emolument against the 
students of the fine arts. It was not yet perm iited 
to write upon the plastered door-way of an alehouse, 
or the suspended sign of an inn, * The Old Magpie,* 
or * The Saracen's Head,* substituting that cold 
deseriptioii for the lively effigies of the plumed 
chatterer, or the turban'd frown of the terrific 
soldan. That early and more simple age con- 
sidered alike ths necessities of all ranks, und 
depicted the symbols of good cheer so as to U obvious 
to all capacities; well jxuhjtng, that a man who 
could not read a syllable, might nevertheless love 
a pot of good ah as mil as his bettcr-cditcated 
neighbours, or even as the parson h imself. Acting 
upon this liberal principle, publicans as yet hung 
forth the painted emblems of their calling, and 
sign-painters, if they seldom feasted, did not at 
least absolutely starve. 

To a worthy of this decayed profession, as m 
have already intimated, liick Tinto became an 
assistant; and thus, as is not unusual among 
heaven-bom geniuses in this department of the fine 
arts, began to paint before he had any notion of 
drawing. 

His talent for observing nature soon induced him 
to rectify the errors and soar above the instructions 
of his teacher. He particularly shone i n painting 
horses, that being a favourite sign in the Scottish 
villages ; and, in tracing his progress, it is beauti- 
ful to observe, how by degrees he learned to shorten 
the hacks, and prolong the legs, of these noble ani- 
9nals until they come to look less like crocodiles, and 
more like nags. Detraction, which always pursues 
merit with strides proportioned to Us advancement, 
has indeed alleged, that Dick once upon a time 
painted a horse with five legs, instead of four. I 
might have rested his defence upon the lieenee 
allowed to that branch of his profession, which, 
as it permits all sorts of singular and irregular 
combinations, may he allowed to extend itself so far 
as to bestow a limb supernumerary on a favourite 
subject Hut the cause of a d^ccaced friend is 
sacred; and I disdain to bottom it so mperficialhj, 
I have visited the sign in question, whkhyet swings 
exalted in the village of Langdirdum ; and I am 
vea^ io depone upon oath, that what has hem idly 
mUtidwn or misrepresented as bring the fifth leg of 
ike horse, is, in fact, the tail of that quadruped, 
and, &msidcred with reference io the posture in 
which he is delineated, for ms a eircunisfancc, intro- 
ducKd and managed with great and successful, 
though daring art. The nag being represented int 
a rmpmt or rearing posture, the tail, which is 
till it touches the ground, appmrs to form 
SI d^appui, and gives the firmness qfa tripod 
to ihefigure^ wUhaut which it would he difficult to 
contydtit^^flibOed as the feet are, how the courser 
wAmtalos his ground without tumblino haek- 
nisioMtsmcMAionhasJ^ 
ytm M vueMy tftm by whom U is duly valued ; 

^ ^ liA'bmged state qf prth 


fioUney, beeams dvhious qf iho wopHety qf sb 
darSng a deoiatimj^om the estmmed rules of 
art, and woo deoirom io eeteoute a picture qf the 

fiction, the eemrteous offiS was deelined lyfhis 
judicious employer, who had observed, it seems, 
that when his ale failed to do its duty in etmiliat- 
ing his guests, one glance at his sign was Sure io 
put them in good humour. 

It would he foreign to my present purposs to trace 
the steps by whicli, Dick Tinto improv^ his touch, 
and corrected, by the rules of art, the luantriance 
qf a fervid iinaginatim. The scales fell from his 
eyes on viewing the sketches qf a emdemporary, the 
Heottish Teniers, as Wilkie has been desef^ly 
styled. He threw down the brush, took up the 
crayons, and, amid hunger and toil, and suspense 
and uncertainty, ^mrsued the path of hisprqfessian 
under better auspices than those of his original 
master. Still the first rude emanations of his 
genius (like the nursery rhymes of Pope, could 
these he recovered) will be dear to the companions 
of JJkk Tinto* s youth. There is a tankard and 
gridironpainted over the door of an obscure change- 
home in the Hack-wynd of Gandereleugh — But 1 
feel I must tear myself from the subject, or dwell 
on it too long. 

Amid his wants and struggles, Dick Tinto had 
recourse, like his brethren, to levying thaJt tax 
upon the vanUy of mankind which he could not 
extract from their taUc and liberality — in a word, 
he painted porlra its. It was i n this more advanced 
sttde of proficiency, when Dick had soared above 
his origmal line oj business, and highly disdained 
any allusion to U, that, after having bean estranged 
for several years, we again met in the village of 
Gandereleugh, I holding my present situation, ami 
Dick painting copies of the human face divine at 
a guinea per head. This was a small premium, 
yet, in tlw first hurst of business, it more than 
Sliced for all Dick's moderate %vants ; so that he 
occupied an apartment at the Wallace Inn, cracked 
his jest V'ith impunity even upon mine host him- 
self, and lived in respect and observance wUh the 
clwmhermaid, hostler, and waiter. 

Those halcym days were too serene to M Imig. 
When his honour the Laird of Gandereleugh, with 
his wife and three daughters, the minister, the 
gauger, mine esteemed patron, Mr. Jedediah Cleisk- 
bolkam, and some round dozeoi of the fe^iars and 
farmers, had been consigned to immortality In; 
Tinto* s brush, custom began to slacken, and uwas 
imjmsible to teriny more than crowns and half- 
crowns from the hard hands of the peasants, whose 
ambition led theyrn to IHcVspahUing room. 

Still, though the horizon was overclouded, no 
siemn for some time ensued. Mine fmt had 
Christian faith with a lodger who had been g good 
paymaster as long as he had the means. And 
from a portrait of our landlord himself, ftcMped 
with his wife and daughters, in the style of Rubens, 
which suddenly appmred in the hek parlour, it 
was trident that Dick had found some mode of 
bartering art for the necessaries of life. 

Nothing, however, is more precarious ^ihan 
resources if this nature. It was dbeeroed, (hat 
Dick heeame in his turn the whetstone tf mHe 
hod*s wit, without venturing qUJur at d^fsnee or 
retedioMon; that his easel was iHnqfsmd iO a 
garret-rom, in whUh there was seares spOiee/br 
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1o stand ntprigUt and that he no Itmger wntnred 
to join the 'toikly dub, of which he liad hem once 
the l^e and s<mh In shortf Bich TirUds friends 
feared that he had aded like the animal called the 
sloth, which, having eaten up the last green leaf 
upon the tree where it has established itself, ends 
by tumbling down from the top, and dying of 
inanition, I ventured f hint this to I)i^, recom- 
mended his transferring the exercise of his inestim- 
able tadmt to some other sphere, and forsaking the 
common which he might be said to have eaten hare. 

* There is an obstacle to my change of residence,* 
said my friend, grasping my Juind with a look of 
solemnity, 

*A bill due to my landlord^ I am afraid^* 
replied I, with heartfelt sympathy; * if any part of 
my slender mec^fis can assist in this emergence ’ 

* No, by the soul of Sir Joshua ! ’ ansv'ered the 
generous youth ; ‘ 1 wiU never involve africiul in 
the consequences of m y own misfortune. There is a 
mode by which 1 can regain my liberty ; and to 
creep even through a common seucr, is better tluin 
to remain in prison* 

I did not perfectly understand what my friend 
meant. The muse of painting appeared to have 
failed him, and what other goddess he could invoke 
in his distress was a mystery to me, IV^e parted, 
however, without further explanaixon, anil 1 did 
not again see him until three days after, when he 
summoned me to partake of the foy with which his 
landlord proposed to regale him ere hts departure 
for Edinburgh. 

1 found Dick In high spirits, whistling while he 
hxwklcd the small kmtpsack, which contained his 
colours, brushes, pallets, and clean shirt. That he 
parted on the best terms with in ine host, was obvious 
from the cold beef set forth in (he loio parlour, 
flanked by two mugs of admirable brown stout; 
and I own my curiosity was excited concerning the 
ipeans through which the face of my friend's affairs 
had been so suddenly improved, J did not suspect 
Dick of dealing with the devU, and by what earthly 
means he had extricated himself thus happily, I 
was at a total loss to conjecture. 

He perceived my curiosity, and took me by the 
hand, * My friend,* he said, *fain would 1 con- 
ceal, even from you, the degradation to which it 
has been necessary to submit, in order to accomplish 
an honourable retreat from Qandercleugh. But 
what avails attempting to conceal that, which must 
needs betray itself even by its superior cxccUeveel 
All the village — all the parish — all the sooihi — 
will soon discover to what poverty has reduced 
Bkhard Tinto,* 


A sudden thought here struck me — Iliad observed 
that our landlordworc, on that memorable morning, 
a pair of bran nev) velveteens, instead of his ancient 
thicksets, 

‘ What,* said I, drawing my right hand, with 
ilw fore-finger and thumb pressed together, nimhly 
from my right haunch to my left shoulder, * sjou 
horn condescended to resume the paternal arts to 
which you were first bred — long stitches, ha, 
DickV 


Hk repelled this urddeky conjedure with a frown 
and a pshaw, indicative of indignant contempt, 
and, leading me into another room, showed me; 
reding against tlw, wall, thS majestk head of Sit 
IP^illigm JFallace, grim as when severed from the 
irurth by orders qf the /dgn JSMuwrcE, 


Th$ paiTiting was executed on boards of a sub- 
stafUiat AieknesS, and (he top decorated wUh irons, 
for swgpending Uw honoured effiyy upon a »iqn- 
post, 

‘ There f he said, *my friend, stands the honour 
of Scotland, and my shame — yet not so — ratJur 
the shame of ihose^ivho, instead fif encouraging 
art in its proper sphere, reduce it to these wnbe- 
coming and unworthy extremities,* 

I endeavoured to smooth the ruffled feelings of 
my misused and indignant friend, I rexnindtd 
him that he ought not, like the stag in the fable, 
to despise the quality xrhich had extricated him 
from difficulties, in xchieh his talents, as a port rail 
or landscape painter, had bem found u/navailing. 
Above all, I praised the execution, as well as con- 
ception, of lus painting, and reminded him that, 
fat from feeling dishonoured by so superb a 
iqiecimen of his talents being exposed to the generaZ 
view of the public, he ought rather to congratulate 
himself upon the augmentation of his eelebrUy, to 
which its public exhibition must necessarily give 
rise. 

* You arc right, my friend — you are right,* 
replied poor Dick, his eye kindling with exitnusi- 
asin; *xrhy should I shun the name of an — an* 

— (he hesitated for a phrase)—^ an out-of-doors 
artist t Hogarth has xntroduxed himself in that 
character in one of his best engravings — Homenu 
chuio, or somebody else, in ancient times — Morland 
in our own, have exercised their talents in this 
manner. And xcherefore limit (o the rich and 
higher classes alone the delight which the exhibUion 
of works of art xs calculated to inspire into all 
classes f ktatxics are placed in (he open air, whxj 
should Painting be more niggardly in displaying 
her master-pieces than her sister Sculpture f And 
yet, my friend, we must part suddenly ; the car- 
penter IS coming in an hour to put up the — the 
emblem ; and truly, xcith all my philospphy, and 
your consolatory encouragement to boot, 1 would 
rather wish to leave Oandereleugh before that 
operation commences.* 

IVe partook of our genial host's parting banquet, 
and I escorted Dick oxi his xvalk to Edinburgh, 

IVe parted about a mile from the village, ju^ as 
we heard the distant cheer of the boys which aeeom- 
panied the mounting of the new symbol of the 
Wallace Head. Dick Tinto mended his pace to 
get out ofhearing-^so little had either early praeiiee 
or recent philosophy reconciled him to the character 
of a sign-painter. 

In Edinburgh, Dirk's talents were disexmvtd 
and appreciated, and he received dinners and hints 
from several distinguished judges of the fi/ne arts. 
But these gentlemen dispensed their erUtoitm morp 
willingly than their cash, and Dick thought he 
needed cash more than erUidsm, He therrfore 
sought London, the univeral mart of Udent, and 
where, as is usual in general marts cfmod de- 
scriptions, much more qf each commodity is exposed 
to sale than can ever find purchasers^ 

Dick, who, in serious earned, was supposed (o 
have considerable natural talents for hU^ofesHon, 
and whose vain and sanguine disposition never 
permittod him to doubt for a moment of ultimate 
sueem, threw ki7nse'(f headlong into the efowd 
which jodted and *drwggUd for notip^ and pnh ^ 
ferment. He elbbu?ed others, and was elbowed , 
*and */nalfyf by dint (f {tdiiigidity^ 
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hii vjny info sonir notice^ prtinfcd for five 
^^riss^ ad tko InstUvttoni had pictures at tka exhibi- 
tion ad Smnerset HousCt and damned the hanging 
committee. Eut poor JHek was doo)ncd to lose the 
field he fought so gallantly. In the fine arts, 
there is scarce an alternative betwixt dislinguished 
success amf absolute fait are; and as VieVs zeal 
and industry were unable to ensure the first, he 
fell into the distresses which, in his condition, 
were the natural consequences of the latter alter- 
native. He y^as for a time patronaed by one or 
two of those judicious persons who make a virtue 
of being singular, and of pitching their own 
opinions against those of the world in matters of 
ioMe and criticism. Hut they soon tired of jnwr 
Tinto, and laid him down as a load, upon the 
principle on which a spoilt child throws away 
its plaything. Misery, 1 fear, took him up, and 
accomptmUll hint lo a premature grave, to which 
Ae was carrUd from an obscure lodging in iiiwallow 
Htreefi where he had bun dunned hf his landlady 
within doors, and watclud by badiffs wiihoid, 
siidil death came to his relief. A corner oj the 
Morning Post noticed his death, generously adding, 
that his manner displayed considerable genius, 
though his style was rather sketchy ; and rc/irrui 
to an advertisement, which announced that Mr. 
Varnish f a sccll-known printscller, had stilt on 
hand a srry few drawings and jMiintings by 
Iliehard Tinto, Esquire, which those of the uobifify 
eind gentry, who wish to complete thdr collections 
ofmtKicrn art, uvre invited to visit without tielay. 
tSo ended Dick Tinto ! a lamentable qwoof of the 
great truth, that in the fine arts mediocrity is omt 
permitted, and that he who enniuft ascend to the 
srry top of the ladder, mil do will not to put his 
foot upon it at all. 

The memory of Tinto is dear to me, from the 
reeoUeehon of the many eon v* rsaf ions which we 
hair had togethei, mu'^t of them turning upon my \ 
present task, lit was delighted with myproijrcss, \ 
and talked of an ornamented and Atusirated 
edition, soifh heads, vbfnettts, and culs do lainpo, 
all to he df signed by his own imfnofic and friendly 
pencil. He prevailed upon an old sei'yeant of 
in mil ids to sit to him in the character of Hot hwell, 
the. life-guard' s-man of diaries the Hecond, and 
the hrllnian of Oandvrehvgh in that of David 
Jkans, Hid white he thus proposed to swite his 
manpowers with mine for the illustration of these 
narratives, he mi eed many a dose of salutary 
criticism with the panegyrics whi h my composition 
was at times so fortunate as to call forth. 

* Your characters,’ he said, ‘ my dear Pattieson, 
snake too much use of the gob box ; they j)attcr 
too much *-fan elegant phraseology, which Dick 
had learned svhile painting the scenes of an 
itinerant company of pfuyers)- there is ueihxng 
in whole pages hut mere eh if and dialogue.* 

* The ancicnl philosopher* said J in reply, ' was 
wont to say, ** Upeak, that 1 may know' thee ;*’ 
and how is it possible for an author to introduce 
his pprsdtittJ dramatis to his readers in a merre 
iMefesling and cjjeefml manner, than by the 
dkuogm in which each is repnmitcd as supporting 
liU own ajTproprkde character ? * 

* It is a false conchisionf said Tinto ; * I hate 

Ui OS J hOU an unfilled mn. I will grunt 
ww, ^ssch is a faculty of some value 

m Mrcoutss of hmmi offaiin^ and / will 


not etvn insist on the doctrine of that Pythagorean 
toper, who was of opinion that, over a bottle, 
speaking spoiled conversaJLion, Hut I will not 
allow that a %m>fes8or of the fine arts has occasion 
to embody the idea of his bcene in language, in 
order to impress upon the reader Us reality and 
its eficct. On the contrary, I will be judged by 
most of your readers, Peter, should these talcs 
ever become pmhlic, v'hethcr you haw not given us 
a page of talk for every singlt idea which two 
words m ight have com m un ieahd, wh He the posture, 
aiui manner, and incident, accu raid y drawn, and 
brought out by apj^rojiriatc colour i'\g, would have 
preservid all that was worthy if jn servalton, and 
saved tlocse ewrlasfing said la's and said she's, 
with which it has ban your pit asun to encumher 
your 2 >ages.* 

I H plied, ‘ That he confoundeti the operations 
of the jiencil and the pen ; that the serene and 
silent tni, as ^minting has bun calkd by one oi' 
our first living quhts, ntctssarily ajgiraltd to the 
eyt, because it had not tin organs for addressing 
the ear; win reus pot try, or that species of com- 
position which apjiroachcd to it, lay under the 
necessity of doing ahsolukty tlu I’cverse, aiui 
addressed itself to the ear, for the purpose gf 
t.vei1ing that inlertst which if could not attaiU 
through flic medium of the eye.* 

Jhek was not a whit staggi nd hn my argument, 
which he eontenifid wasfonndidon mi}t tv presenta- 
tion. * Dcserqthon,* he said, ^was to the author 
of a romance cractly what drawing and tinling 
uvre to a painter ; woivts u\re his colours, and, 
if properly employid, thy could not fail to jtlace 
the scene, which he wished to conjure up, as 
efiictuatly before thf mind's tye, as the tablet or 
canius jiresenfs if to the boflily organ. The same 
rules f he contendid, * applied to both, and an 
cenh( ranee of dialogue, in the fornur case, was a 
verbose and laborious mode of composition v'hich 
went to confound thf qiropi r art of fict it tons narrat- 
ive with that of the drama, a wahly d\(ffrent 
species of composition, of which dialogue 'ivas the 
vi ry (sstnee, tn cause alt, ^ xaptnig the language to 
bi^ made use if, iras pnsenbd to tlu eye by the 
dnsses, and ^lersons, and-aefions of the performers 
upon the stage. Hut as nothing, said iJiek, * can 
he more dull *han a long narrative written upon 
the plan if a drama, so where you have a'^iprooched 
most near to that s^ucies of composition, by in- 
dulging in ynrolonged scenes of mere cmivarsalion, 
the course of your story has herome chill and con- 
st rained, and you have lost the ^lower of arresting 
the attention and exciting the imagination, in 
which upon other occasions you may be considavd 
as having surcreded tokrably well.* 

J made my bow in nquital of the compHmevfi 
which was probably thrown in by way o/^placolm, 
and expressed myself willing at least to make one 
trial of a more straightforward style of composi- 
tion, in which my actors should do more, and say 
less, than in my former attempts of this kind. 
Dick gave me a jxdrfmizing and apprcroiuj nod, 
and obserird that, finding me so doeih, he would 
communicale, fm- the benefit of my muse, a s\\^ect 
which he had studwd with a view to his own 
art. 

* The stoi'y,* he said, by iradUiem^ 

affirmed to be truth, although, as upivards gf a 
hundred years had lumcd, away since the cwUs 



INTRODUCTION TO THE BRIDE OF LAM^RMOOR 


573 


Bomc doM vpmi ih(* acouranj of all the 
partimlars wight he rrnsomhhj entertained.* 

IVheti IHck Tinto had thus spoken, he rummaged 
his portfolio for the sketch from which he proposed 
one day to exccide a pietare of fourtem fet by 
eight. The sketch, ivhich was clererlg cJteuted, 
to use the appropriate phrase, represented an ancient 
hall, fitted up ami f ui t du d m what we now call 
the taste of Queen Eh,abeth*s age. The light, 
admUted from the upjnr part of a high casemtnt, 
fell upon a female figure of requisite Im’u at g, irho, 
in aiv attitude oj spnchhs'^ terror, appeared to 
watch the issue of a dihate hetwbt two oflar 
persons. The one was a young man, in the ran- 
dyke dress common to the tinu of (*h a rte.s /., who, 
with an air of indignant pride, ftdified by the 
manmr in hr raisnl his head and a fnidtd 

his arm, seemed to he urging a ehtim of rights 
rather than of farour, to a lady, whose age, and 
some nsnnhtanee m thur jentures, pointid tar 
out as flu mother of flu uoungrr finale, and who 
appeared to listen with a mnfnre of disjdiasure 
and impatifiiee. 

Tinto piodurfd his sK/teh with an air (f mys- 
terious triumph, and gtned on d as a fond pa rod 
looks upon a hopejul child, u'hile he anfieipihs 
the future figure he >s to make in the world, and 
the height to which h V'llI raise the honour of his 
family. He held d at arm's hngth from nif, — 
he held it etoscr, — h( placid d upon the top of a 
chest of drawers, chsnf the tom r shut firs of the 
casement, to ad}ust a doiniwaril and fa wiirnhle 
light,-- fell hack to the due distanei, draijijid we 
after him, -shadul h is face with his hand, as if 
to ejrlude all hut the favourite object, --and indid 
by spoiling a ehiliVs copy-book, which he rollid up 
so as ((KJicrirfor tin darkeuid tube of an amah ur. 
/ janey my erpnssions of i ofhusiasm had not hen 
inproportion to his own, for he prest nfly crelaimed 
With vehemence, ^ Mr. Patfiison, I used to think 
yon had an eyt in your head.* 

I vindie&fed my claim to the usuitl allowance of 
visual organs. 

* Yet, on my hononr,* said Dick, * f would swear 
you had hern bom blind, since you haw failed at 
the first glance to discooer the subject and meaning 
of thaJt sketeli. 1 do not mean to praise my own 
jierforinaiiee, 7 lea re these arts to others; I am 
sensible of m y defirieneics, eonsrioiis that wy draw- 
ing and colouring may h imjiroved by the time 1 
intend to dedicate to the art. Hut the eomeept 'on - 
the expression— the positions — these tell the story to 
(Very one who looks at the sketch; and if I can 
finish the picture without di minution of the original 
cimceptimi, the name of Tinto shall no more he 
smothered by the mists if enry and intrigue.* . 

I replieit, ^ That 1 admired the sketch ejreeed- 
iugly : but that to undersland its full merit, Ifclt 
U absolutely necessary to he informed of the subject.* 

‘ That is the very thing T complain of ,* answered 
Tinto; ‘you hare accustomed ymirself so much to 
these creeping twilight details of yours, that you 
are become incapable of reeemng that instant and 
vimi flash of convict ion, which darts on the mind 
from teeing the happy and ex'pressive cowhinations 
of a single scene, and which gathers from the posi- 
tion, attitude, and countenance of the w.(ment, not 
only IM history of the past lives of Hie personages 


represented, andihe nature of the bubines'i on which 
they arc imrnediatcly engaged, hid lifts even the 
veil of futurity, and affords a shrewd guess at their 
future fortunes.* 

‘ In that case,* replied I * Painting creels the 
Apt' of the renoivned (fines de Passamoid, which 
only meddled with the past and the present ; nay, 
she erei t^ that wry Nature who affords her subjects ; 
for 1 ^rrohsf to you. Hick, that were I permitted 
to peep lido that Klrjibith chamber, and sen the 
pn'sons you hart flttclutl court rsinij in flesh and 
blind, I should not In a jot niarir guc'ising the 
uifturi of fht ir bust mss, than ] am at this moment 
while looking at your skiteh. Only generally, from 
the languishing look of the young lady, and the 
eitrr yon haw taken to prt.stnt a very handsome hg 
on the part of fht gndteman, 1 jeresume there is 
some nj'irenee to u ton a if air bet wet n them.* 

‘ Do you really prtsume to form sueh a hold 
eonjiefu/i said Tndo. ^ And the indbjnant 
larnestness with afiieh you sie the man urge his 
suit the unrisisting and passive dtspair of the 
you n gi r fi in a le th e .sft rn a i r of i nfien i ble di ft r- 
m illation in the clthr woman, whose lottl'i express 
at once eoiaseiousinss that she is aetiug wrong, anti 
a firm dtfernnnafion tojnrsist in the eourse she has 
adopted ' 

‘If hr looks (^rprc'oi all this, my dear Tinto,* 
replied J, interrupting him, ' your pnieit rivals 
the dramatic art oJ Mr. Puff in the Cnlie, who 
era mined a whole eoniplicatid seu/fuee info the ex- 
pressive shake of Jjord Burlagti's head.* 

‘ My goodfrii iid Pi ter,* reptU d Ti nto, ‘ T observe 
you are per feet ty incorrigible; hournr, J have 
compassinii on your dulness, and am unwilling 
you should be deprived of the pleasure of under- 
standing my pieture, and of gaming, at the same 
time, a subject for your own pi n. You must know, 
then, last summer, while / ?/v/s faking sketches on 
the coast of IJast-JMfhian and Jterwickshhr, 1 was 
seduced into the mouufai.is of Lamnurmoor by the 
aeeouiit / reeeind of some remains of antiquity in 
that distrirf. Those with which 7 was most struck 
were the ruins of an aneimi castle, in which that 
Elizabeth chamber, as you calf il, oyer existed. I 
resided for iivo or three days at a farm house in 
the neighbourhood, where the aged gomtwife was 
urll acquainted with the hist on/ of the caUle, and 
the eViUts which had taken jilaee in it. One of 
fhise waf of a nature so interesting and singntar, 
that my attention was divided between my v'ish to 
draw the old ruins in landscape, and to represent, 
ill a history-piece, the singular events which hare 
taken place in it. 77cre arc my notes of the tale,* 
said poor Dick, handing a parcel of loose scraps, 
partly scratched over with his pencil, partly with 
his pen, where (rut lines of caricatures, sketches of 
turrets, mills, old gables, and dovecots, disjmied 
the ground with his wrUfen memoranda. 

1 proceeded, Imoever, to decipher the substance 
of the mamtscript as well as I could, and wove it 
into thx following talc, in which, following in part, 
though not entirely, my friend Tinto* s advice, I 
endeavoured to render my nam'otive rather deserip- 
t ive than d ranud tc. Myfavourite propensity, how- 
ever, has at times overcame me, and my pcrso^is, 
like many others in this talking world, speak now 
and then a great deal more than they act, 
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VVMI, lords, we ha\e not got thnt wldih we ImeJ 
' I IS not tnougli oui fiws are this Unit fled, 

Iking ojiposites to such repairing nature 

SlCOND PaI’I oi* IllNRY VI. 


In tho of a luis or inouulain gloti, 

aM*<Muliiig lioiii Iho fpitilo ])lains of Kast-Lotliian, 
tlioro &toofl in fotiinT tinns an o\tonsivc castli*, 
of wliicli only the luins ai<» now visilile. Its 
ancient nropriolors weie a lace of powerful and 
warlike liaions, who boie the same name with 
ilio castle ftself, which was liavcnswood. Tltoir 
line extended to a remote ]urnMl of aiitt<iuity, 
.uid they had inteim.inied with the 1 )oii<<lasses», 
Humes, Swintons, Hays, ami otlier families of 
|Knver and diUinctioii in the s.inie country. 
Their history was trctpiciilly iiivolvetl in that 
of Scotland itselt, in whose annals their feats 
are record(‘d. Tlie castle of Ihivciiswood, occupy- 
inpf, and in some measure coinTnamhng, a pas.s 
betwixt IJciwitksliiie, or the Mersc, as the 
south-eastern province of Scotland is teinied, 
and tlic Lothians, was of iflipoitaiice both in 
times of foreign W’ar and doincstie discord. It 
A\as frequently besicj;cd with aidour and de- 
fended with obstinaey, ami, of course, its owners 
jilayed a eonspiciioiis ]>art in story, lint their 
house had its revolutions, like all sublunary 
things ; it became greatly declined from its 
splendour aliout the middle of the sevcntecntli 
century ; and towards the period of the Revolu- 
tion, tho last proprietor of Ravenswood Castle 
saw himself comjiolled to part with tho ancient 
family scat, and to remove himself to a lonely 
and 8ca-hoaten tow'cr, which, situated on the 
bleak shores between Saint Abb's Head and the 
village of Eyemouth, looked out on the lonely 
and boisterous German Ocean. A black domain 
of w'ild pasture-land surrounded their new resid- 
ence; and formed tho remains of their property. 


Loid Ibuenswood, the Inir of this luined 
family, was far bom l)en(ling liis^ mind to his 
new comlitnm of hfc. In the civil war of 1G80, 
lie had csjioiised the sinking side, and although 
he had es(a])od without the forleiture of life or 
land, his blood had been attainted, and his title 
abolished. He was now called Loid Ravens W’ood 
only in cointcsy. 

This foifeitcd nobleman inheiited the ]jii<le 
and tin Imlcniee, though not the tortiinc of Ins 
liou.se, ami, as In* imputid tlio final declension 
of his family to a paiticular indi^idnaI, he 
honoured that person with liis full jioition of 
liatred. This was the very man who liad now 
become, by ])iiicliase, pioprietor of Ravenswood, 
and tho domains of which tho lieir of tho house 
now stooil disj»o.ss{ sv,ed. lie w^as descended of a 
family much less ancient than that of Lord 
Kavonswooil, and which Lad only risen to wealth 
and political importance during the great civil 
wais. lie himself had been bred to the bar, 
and had lield liigli ofTiecs in the state, maintain- 
ing through life the charaeter of a skilful fisher 
in the tioubled w’aters of a state divided by 
factions, and governed by delegated authority ; 
and of one who contrivefl to amass consideiablo 
sums of money in a country where there was biit 
little to be gathered, and who equally knew^ 
the value of w^ealth, and tho various means of 
augmenting it, and using it as an engine of 
increasing his power and influence. 

Thus (lualifiod and gifted, he was a dangerous 
antagonist to the fierce and imprudent Ravens- 
woofl. Whether he had given him good cau.so 
for the enmity with wdiich tho baron regarded 
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•‘him, was a point ou which men spoke differently. 
Some said the quarrel arose merely from the 
vindictive a))ii‘it and envy of Lord Kaveiiswood, 
who could no! iKiticnlly liohold another, though 
by justajul fail i)iinliase, Im'coiiio the proprietor 
of tho estate aiKi eastle of bis ibiefatlicis. But 
the greater part of the juiblic, ju’onc to slander 
tho wealthy in their absence, as to flatter fbcin 
in their presence, lield a less charitable opinion. 
TJjey said, that the IjorJ Keeper (for to this 
height Sir William Ashton had ascended) Innl, 

i irevious to tho liiul purchase of tlie estate of 
lavciiswood, been eonceruej in extensive j)oeii- 
niary transactions with the former proprietor; 
and, rather intimating what was ]»robahte, than 
allirming anything positively, they asked which 
party was likely to have tho advantage in stating 
and Hiiforciiig the cUims arising out of these 
cumplieated affairs, and more than hiiiLed tho 
advantages which the cool lawyer and able 
politician must necessarily possess over the liot, 
fiery, and imprudent character, whom he had 
involved in legal t(»ils and ])ecuiiiary siiaies. 

The eliaracfcr ol’ the time's aggra\ated these 
Rusineions. * In those days tlicro w'aa no king 
in Israel.’ Since tho departure of James VI. to 
assume the lielicr and moie ])owerful crow’ii of 
England, there had existed in Scotland contend- 
ing parties, formed among tlie aristociacy, l)y 
whom, as their intrigues at the court of Saint 
James’s ehanecd to prevail, tln‘ delegated jiowt'rs 
i>f sovereignty were alternately swayed. The 
evils attending uj)on this systiMii of government 
lescmhlo those which allliet lln‘ tenants of an 
Irish estate, the piopeity of an absentee. Theic 
was no biipremo jiower, elaiming and possessing 
a general interest with tlie eoimminity at large, 
to wdiom the oppressed might appeal from sub- 
oidinate tyranny, either tor justiee or lor inerey. 
Let a monarch bo as indolent, as seltish, asiiiueh 
disposed to arbitrary pow’cr as ho w'ill, still, in I 
a free count ly, his ow'ii iiitcicstvs aie so eleaily 
eoiinceted with those of the juiblie at huge, and 
tho evil eonse(jiiein*es to hi^ own authority aie 
so obvious and imniineiit w hen a diffeient eouise 
is pursued, that common ])oliey, as wdl as 
common feeling, point to the et|ual distiihulioii 
of justice, and to t]i(‘ estal)lishm<'nt of the tliioiie 
in right eousi less. Thus, even s(n ereigns n-maik- 
«iMe for usuipation and tyi»jiny, have bofii 
found ligoious ill the adiiiin^tration of justice 
among theji subjects, in eases w lieu' their own 
power ami pissions weie ivl coniproniiMsl. 

It is veiy dilVeieut wlnni tlie powers of sove- 
reignty arc'd elegateil to the head of an aiMo- 
eratic faction, tivalled and pjcssed. closely in the 
race of ambition ]>y an ad\ ei se leader. His bi ief 
and precarious ciijoyni Mil of powir inu‘'t be 
employed in icwMnling his ]).irlisan.s, in evteud- 
lug liW inlhieiiee, in opjnessing and erushing 
his adversaries. Even Abou ilassau, the most 
disinterested of all \ieeroys, forgot not, during 
his caliphate of one day, to semi a (hiiccur ol 
one thousand pieces of gold to his own household , 
and tho Scottish \ieeg<*ients, i lised to powau* 
by the strength of their laetion, faihsl i ot to 
ombraoo tho same moans of rew^arding them. 

The administration ot justice, in partuailar, 
was infected by the most gross paitiality. A 
jpaw of importance scarcely occurred in which 
.ft ' a 


there was not some gi*ound for bias or partiality 
on the part of tho judges, who wdc so little 
able to witllstand the temptation, that the 
adage, ^Shoiv me the iiiau, and 1 will show' you 
tho law',’ b(‘eamo as luxivulmt as it was seaii- 
daloiiH. Olio corruption led the way to others 
still more gioss and jirofligate. The judge who 
lent his saei'ed authoiity in one case to support 
I a fiieiid, and in another to eriidi an enemy, and 
wliose decisions were loumled on family eon- 
ncxioiiH or ]>oiitieal lel.itions, could not bo 
snjiposed inaccessible to direct ]»‘isonal motives; 
and tho ])ui.sc of tlio wealthy w’as too often 
believed to he throwui into the scale to weigh 
down the cause of the ]u>oi’ liiigant. TUi* sub- 
urdiiiale uflieorb of the law' atleeted little hcniplo 
0 'n..eriiiiig bribery, rieeos of 'plate and bags 
of money w'cio sent in picsents to the king’s 
counsel, to iuiliieiiee their conduct, and ])oured 
lorth, bays a contemporary writer, like billets of 
wood u|)ou their lloois, without even the decency 
of eoiieealmcnt. 

In hU(‘h limes, it was not over uneharibible to 
suppose that the statesman, piaetised in (‘onits 
of law, and a iiowerlul imunber of a triumphant 
cabal, might (ind and use nieaiiH of advantage 
over his less skilful and less favouied adversary; 
and if it had bciMi supposid that Sir William 
Ashton’s eonseiem'c h.id been too delicate to 
piofit by these advantag(‘s, it wa'» believed that 
his ambition and desiie of extending liis wealth 
and eu2ibe(j lienee, found as stioiig a .'•tiniulns in 
the cxhoi tat ions of his lady, as the daring aim 
of Macbeth in tlir tl.iys oi yonx 

Lady Ashton was of a family inoie distin- 
gnislud than that of’ hei loid, an advantage 
which she did not fail to u-,(‘ to ih(‘ uitermosl, 
in maintaining and extemling h(>r hubhund’s 
iiiflueiiee over others, and, unless she was gieatly 
belied, her own ov'cr him. Sh(‘ liod liceu beauti- 
ful, ami was stately and majestic in Jier appear- 
ance. Endowed by nature with strong pow'ors 
»aml violent passions, experience had tauglit her 
to employ the one, ami to tomeal, if not to 
moderule, the othtM’. She was a severe and 
stiiet observ(M ol the exfiMii.il foims, at least, of 
dev'olinn ; her hosjiit.ality w is splendid even to 
ostentation ; Ini aildus, and manners, agieeable 
to the i>aftiM'n most valued in Seotlami at the 
ptiiod, were grave, dignified, and severely 
legulated by the iiiles of etiquette. Her 
character liad alwajs hren heyond the breath 
of slandeix And jet, with a'l these qualities 
to excite respect, l^ady Ashton was seldom 
mentioned in the terms ol love or affe<iion. 
Interest -the iuteiest of her family, if not her 
own — seemed too obviously Ihe inotiv'o of her 
actions ; and where this is tin* ease, the sharp- 
judging and inalignant mihlie aie not easily 
imposeil u]>(ni by ontvv'ara show. * It w’as seen 
and ascertained, that, in her most graceful 
courtesies and eomjJiments, Lady Ashton no 
more lost sight of her olijeet, tliaii tho falcon in 
his airy w’heel tiinis lus quick eyes from his 
destined quany; and hence, poTnotuing of douh^ 
and buspieioii qualified tho feelings wnth which 
her equals receiv'cd her attentions. With her 
inferiors these fooliugs wore mingled w'ith fear ; 
an iuqiression useful to her purposes, so far as 
it onforeed reaily eonqiliauec witii her requests, 
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and implicit obediouoe to lior commaiida, but 
dotrimcnta], because it oanuot escist with affec' 
tiou or regard. 

Even her husband, it is said, nnoii whoso 
fortunes her talents and addicss had pi’tHluced 
such einpliutio iiiHuonce, legarded licr 
respectful awe ratlicj ban colliding attach- 
iiiont; and nport said, theie wen* times when 
he considered Ids giundeur as dtviily piadiastMl 
at the cxjiensc of dojiiosth* thraldom. Of this, 
however, much might be siisjjceled, )nit little 
could be aeeinately kijo^\n; J^ady Ashton le- 
garded the honour of her hushaiKl as her oun, 
and was 'well aware how much that w'oidd sutfer 
in the i»nhli{‘ eye sliouhJ he a]»i>cai a vassal to Ids 
wife. Ill all her aigiiments, Ids opinion was 
quoted as inUllible; his t.iste was ajjpealed to, 
and his senlimeiits iee(i\cd, with the air ol 
dcfei’cnce wldeli a dnlilid w’ltc might seem to 
owe to a liiishand of Sir William Ashton’s rank 
and charaetor. Ihit there was something undoi 
all ihiij whieh iiiiig false and hollow; and to 
those wdio watelied this eonple with elose, ami 
])eilia]>s nialnious seiutiiiy, it seomed evident 
that, in the liaughtiiiess ot a liinicr ehuiaeter, 
Idglier biitli, ami more decided views of aggiand- 
iisempnt, the lad)^ looked with some contempt 
on the hnsliand, and that he regaided her with 
jealous fear, rather than witli hive oi admiiatjoii. 

Still, howoer, the leading and favouiito iii- 
teiestb of Sir William Ashton ami liis lady were 
the samo, and they iailcil not to wojk in eoneeit, 
although without coidialily, and to testify, in all 
exteiioi eireunistame'-, tliat uspeef loreai h other, 
wliieh they weie awdie was ncce,ssJiy to sei ure 
that of the public. 

Their union was ei owned with .several ehildieii, 
of wdioiu thiee smvived. One, the eldest son, 
was absent on his tiavels ; the second, a* gill of 
seventeen, ami the thiid, a Ixjy about lliieo ^eais 
younger, ii‘sided witli tlieir pm cuts in Edinburgh 
during flic sessions of the S'-oltish pailianient 
and privy council, at other times in the old 
Gothic castle of llavprjsw'oo»l, to which tlie Jjord 
Kcepei had made lai go additions in tlie style of 
the seventeenth eeiitiiry. 

Allan Lord llavenswooil, the late projnietor 
of that ancient mansion and the huge estate 
annexed to it, eontimud lor some lime to w’age 
inetfoctual war with his sueeesstir eonceniing 
varioius jioints to whic li their iormer trail'- u lions 
had given rise, and which woie suoeossively de- 
termined in fa\oui' of the Wealthy ami })ow'orfiil 
coiijjietitor, until death closed the litigation by 
summoning Ila\enswood to a liiglu’i* liar. Tlie 
thread of life, whieh had been long wasting, gave 
W'ay during a fit of violent and inijioteiit fuiy,with 
W'hieh lie was assaihd on receiving tlie nows of 
tbc loss of a cause, loiimlod, leihaps, lather in 
equity thir in law, Iho last w’liieh lie had main- ] 
laincd against his jiowei'lul antagonist. His son 
witnessed his dying agonies, and heaid thoeiii.so.s 
W’hieh lie breathed against his adversary, as if 
th^ had conveyed to liiin a legacy oi vengoanee. 
Other eiroumstanees Jianpeiiod to exasperate a 
jiasbion, wdiich tvas, amt had long been, a pro- 
valoiit vice in the 8eottish disiiosition. 

It was a Novemlier morning, and the cliffs 
wMeh overlooked the oeoan were iiung witli thick 
ftiid lioavy mist, when the portals of the ancient 


and lialf-minoua tower, in which Tiord Ravciis- 
w'ood had spent tlie last and troubled }ears of 
Ids life, opened, that his mortal lomains might 
MISS forward to an abofic yet more dreary and 
onely. Tho pomp of attendance, to wliitli the 
d4*(‘cased had, in his latter years, been a straii^r, 
w.i^ levjved as he was about to be consigned to 
the realms of forgetfulness. 

liaiiner after haiiner, with flic various devices 
and coats of this nueic*nt family and its con- 
nexions, followed each olheriii mournful proces- 
sion fiom under tlie low-hiow'ed archway of the 
court -yard. The piiiieiiwil g< ntry of the country 
atteiiiled in the deepest mourning, and tempered 
the jwee of (heir long tiain oi lioises to lhe1^olemn 
maieli belitliiig the oeeasioii. Tiimijiets, with 
hanneis of crape attached to tliem, sent foi tli their 
long and melancholy notes to legulate the move- 
ments of tlie procession. An immeiiHo train ot 
iiih'rior niounif'rs and moiiials closed tlie roar, 
which liad not yet issued fiom the castlo-gato 
when the van had i cached the ehapel where the 
body was to he deposited. 

Conti ary to the eiistoin, and even to the law 
of the time, the body was imt by a juiest of the 
Scottish E])i.seoi>al eommunioii, aiiayed in his 
siiipliee, and j)ie]>aied to read ovei the coffin of 
the deeeascfl the funcial service of the elmreh. 
Such had lieon the desire of Loid Ihivenswood in 
Ills last illness, ami it was leadily complied with 
liy the I’ory geiiflenien, or cavaliers, as they 
atfeeted to style llienisehes, in whicli laetioii 
most of liis kinsmen weie eni oiled. The Ihesby- 
teriaii church -judicatory of the bounds, consider- 
ing the eeremony as a hiavading insult ui>on their 
anthoiity, had ajiplied to the Jjoid Keejier, as llio 
neaiest privy councillor, for awaiiant to prevent 
its being carried into (‘ffeet ; so that, when iho 
elerg}maii had ojicned his pi ay ei -book, an oflieer 
of tlie law, supjmitnl by some armed men, eoin- 
manded him to be silent. An insult whieh fired 
the whole assembly with indignation, was par- 
ticularly and instantly lesented ]>y the only 
son of tlie deceased, Edgar, jiopulaily called the 
Master of ]ta\enswood, a youth of about twenty 
yeais of age. He ehipjied his hand on his svvoref, 
and, bidding the oilieial jierson to desist at libs 
jieril from further inteniiption, commanded the 
clergyman to proceed. The man attempted to 
onfuico his commission, but, ns an Imndrcd swords 
at once glittered in the aii, lie contented himself 
with piotcstiiig against the violence which had 
been otferod to liim in the cxoeutiou of his duty, 
and stood aloof, a sullen and moody speetatoi* 
of the ceiemouial, muttciiiig as one who should 
say, ‘ You'll rue the day that clogs me with this 
»n,svvor.’ 

The scene was worthy of an artist’s pencil. 
Under the very arcli of the liouse of deatli, the 
clergyman, aflrighted at the scene, and trem- 
bling for his owm safety, hastily and unwillingly 
ichearsed the solemn service of the church, and 
spoke dust to dust, and ashes to ashes, over 
ruined ])rido and decayed prosperity. Around 
stood the relations of the deceased, their coun- 
tenances more ill anger than in sonow, and the 
drawn swords which they lirandishetl foiinin^ a 
violent eontrost with tlieir deep nionrning habits, 
lu tlie countenance of the young man alone, 
resentment seemed for the moment oveqiowered 
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by the deep agony with whieli lie beheld his 
nearest, and almost liis only friend, consimed to 
the tomb of his anccstrv. A relative observed 
him turn deadly pale, wnon, all rites being now 
duly observed, it became the duty of the chief 
mourner to lower down into the charnel vault, 
where mouldering coffins showed their tattered 
velvet and decayed plating, the head of the 
corfwe which was to bo their partner in corruption. 
He stepped to the youth and offered his assistance, 
which, by a mute motion, Kdgar Ravonswood 
rejected. Firmly, and without a tear, lie per- 
formed that last duty. Tlie stone was laid on 
the sepulchre, the door of the aisle was ]o<‘ked, 
and llie youtli took possession of its massive key. 

As the crowd left the chapel, he paused on the 
steps which led to its Gothic chancel. ‘ Gentlcmcu 
and friends,’ he said, ‘you have this day done 
no common duty to tlie body of your diseased 
kinsman. The rites of due observanee, which, 
in other countries, are allowed as tlie due of the 
meanest Christian, would this day ha\e been 
denied to the body of your relative * not certainly 
sprung of the meanest house in Scotland - hail it 
not been assured to him by your courage. Others 
bury their dead in sorrow and tears, in silence 
and ill reverence ; our funeral rites are marred by 
the intrusion of bailiffs and ruffians, and our 
grief— the giief due to our departed friend - is 
chased from our cheeks by the glow of just 
indignation, Rut it is well that I know from 
what quiver this arrow has come forth. It was 
only ho that dug the grave \Nho could have 
the mean cruelty to disturb the obsequies ; and 
Heaven do as much to me and more, if I requite 
not to this man and his lioiiso the ruin and dis- 
grace ho has brought on me and mine ! ’ 

A numerous pait of the assembly apjdaiided 
this sjiecch, as the spirited expression of just 
resentment ; but the more cool and judicious 
regretted tliat it had been uttered. The fortunes 
of the heir of Ravenswood ere too low to bravo 
the further liostility which they imagined these 
open expressions of resentmont must necessarily 
provoke. Their apprcliciisioiis, Inmever, proved 
groundless, at least in the immediate conseuucnecs 
of this affair. 

The mourners returned to the tower, tlierc, 
according to a custom but recently abolishc(l in 
Scotland, to carouse deep healths to the memory 
of the deceased, to innkc the house of s(/rrow 
ring with sounds of joviality and debauch, and 
to diininish, by the cxpoiise of a large and pro- 
fuse entertainment, the limited revenues of the 
heir of him wliosc funeral they thus strangely 
honoured. It was the eustoiu, how*cver, and 
on the present occasion it w'as fully observed. 
Tlie tables sw^am in wine the populace feasted ! 
in the court-yard, the yeomen in the kitchen and j 
buttery ; and two years' rent of Ravenswood’s 
remaining property hardly defrayed the eharge of I 
the ftineral revel. The wmc did its office on all 
but the Master of Ravenswood — a title which he 
t still retained, though forfeiture had attached to 
that of his father. He, while passing around 
^ the out) which he himself did not tast^*, ruon 
listened to a thousand exclamations against tlie 
Lord Keeper, and passionate protestations of 
' 'Attachment to himself, and to the honour of lus 
He tiate^ ivith dark and sullen brow 


to ebullitions which he considered justly ns 
equally evanescent with the crimson 1 nibbles on 
the brink of the goblet, or at least with the 
vapours which its contents excited in the brains 
of the revellers around him. 

When the last flask was emptied, they took 
their leave, with deep proteslations — to bo for- 
gotten on ilie morrow, if, indeed, those who 
made them should not think it necessary for 
their safety to make a more bolcmu retractation. 

Accepting their adieus wu’th an air of contempt 
which ho could scarce coueoal, Ravenswood at 
length beheld his rniiums habitation cleared of 
this confluence of riotous guests, and returned 
to the deserted hall, which now apjicarcd doubly 
lonely from the cessation of that clamour to 
«'hicL it had so lately echoed. *15ut its sjiacc 
was ]>eoplod by phantoms, w'hieh the imagination 
of the young heir conjured ii}» before him - the 
tainisheci honour and degi-aded foi tunes of his 
house, the de'^t^l(‘lion of his own hojics, and the 
triumnh tif that family by whom they had been 
ruined. To a mind natuially of a gloomy cast, 
here w'as amjile loom lor meditation, and the 
nmsiiigs of young Ibiveiiswood were detq) aiul 
iinw itnessed. 

The jicasant who shows the ruins of the lower, 
which still ciwii th<‘ beetling elill* and behold 
the war of the w'aves, though no more teiiunte(l 
save by the sea-mew and ooriiiorant, even yet 
affirms, that on this fatal night tlie Master of 
Riivenswooil, by the bitter e\(‘lamulions of his 
despair, evoked some evil fiend, under whose 
malignant iulliieneo the future tissue of incidents 
W'as woven. Alas ! w'hat fiend eaii suggest more 
desperate eoinisels than those adojited uinler the 
guidanee of our own violent and unresisted 
Iiasbioiib f 


CHAPTER JL 


Over (iixls furbtKlc, then said the King, 

'1 h<U thou shouldsi shoot .it me. 

Wll LIAM iJlll, ClIM o’ IIIL CiLUC.H, ClC. 


On the morning after the funeral, the legal 
oflicer, wliose authority had beenfoiiml iiisuflieicnt 
to efloet an interruption of the funeral .solemnities 
of the late Loid Itavenswood, hastened to state 
before the Kccjier tlie resistaiioo which he liad 
met with in the exeeutioii of his office. 

The statesman was seatetl in a sjiacioiis library, 
once a banqncting-rooin in the old castle of 
Raycnsw'ood, ns was evident from the armorial 
insignia still displayed on the carved loof, which 
was vaulted wit It Spanish chestnut, and on the 
stained glass of the easement, through which 
gleamed a dim yet rich light, on the Tong row.s 
of shelves, bending under the weight of legal 
comnienbitors and monkish historians, whose 
ponderous volumes formed the chief and most 
valued contents of a Scottish library of the 

S criod. On the massive oaken table and reading- 
csk lay a confused mass of letters, jiotitions, 
and jiarchments ; to toil amongst which was the 
pl(»suro at once and the plague of Sir William 
Ashton 8 life. Ilis appearaueo was grave and 
even noble, well becoming one who field a high 
office in the state ; and it was not^ save after 
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Jong anil intimate con versa tioivwiffi upon 
topics of pressing and ])crsoiial in^lffcSt^tlial a 
stranger could have discovered sdj^^ing vacil- 
lating and iinccrtain in liis resolutions ; an 
infirmity of puri)08e, arising from a cautious and 
timid disposition, which, as he vas conscious of 
its internal inllucix'c on his mind, lie vas, from 
pride as well as polii'y, must aii\iuub to com cal 
from others. 

He listened with great apparent composure to 
an exaggerated account oi lh(‘ tumult uhich liad 
taken place at the funeral, of the contoni pi tin ow n 
on his own authority, and that of the cliurch 
and state ; nor did he seem nioM’d even h}' the 
faithful report of the insulting and tlncati niiig 
language which had been uttered by young 
Kavenswood and others, and ob^ ionsly diiected 
against himself. He heard, also, what the man 
had been able to collect, in a veiy distorted and 
aggravated shape, of tlic toasts which had been 
drunk, and the moiiaecs uttered, at the subse- 
quent entertainment. In line, be made eaieiul 
-notes of all those paiticulais, and of the names 
of the persons by wdiom, in ease of need, an 
aecusation, founded upon these \iolent pim'ced- 
ings, could he witnessed and iiiade good, and 
dismissed his informer, secure that he was now 
master of the remaining fortune, and even of the 
personal liberty, of young Ibuenswood. 

When the door had closed upon the ollicer of 
the law, the Lord Keeper remained for a moment 
in deep moditalion ; then, starting I'loin his 
scat, iiacod the apaitinmt as one aliout to take 
a Huadoii and eneigetic icsolutioii, ‘Young 
llavcnswood,’ h(* multcied, ‘is now mine - he is 
my own — he lias placed himself in my hand, 
and he shall bend or hieak. I ha^e not forgot 
the (lelermined and dogged obstinacy w’ith which 
his father fought cveiy point to the last, resisted 
every elVort at compromise, embroiled me in 
lawsuits, and attenqilcd to assail my character 
when he coflld not otherwise impugn my lights. 
This hoy he has left behind him - this Edgar - 
this hot-headed, haie hiained fool, has wrecked 
his vessel before she has ch’aml the liaihoui. 
I must see that lie gains no advantage of some 
turning tide wliieh may again iloat lum o(f. 
These memoranda, pi opeily stated to the pn\y 
council, cannot hut be const lued into an 
aggi'avatod riot, in which tlie dignity iKitli of 
the civil anil ecclesiastical aulhorities stauvis 
committed. A heavy tine nii^ht be imposed ; 
an oi*der for committing liim to Edinburgh or 
Blackness Castle seems not imjiropcr ; even a 
charge of treason might he laid on many of these 
words and expressions, though Cod forbid I 
should jirosecute the matter to that extent. No, 
I will not I will not touch his life, even if it 
sliould be in my jiowcr ; and yet, it he lives till 
a change of times, what follows?— Kestitution-- 
porhaps revenge. 1 know Athole promised his 
interest to old Ravenswood, and hero is his son 
already bandying and making a faction by his 
own contemptible influence. What a ready 
tool ho w’ould be for the use of those who arc 
watching the downfall of our administration ! * 

While these thoughts wei e agitating the mind 
of the wily statesman, and while he was per- 
suading himself that his owm interest and 
safety, as ivcll as those of his friends and party, 


dci«jndod on asing the present advantage to the 
ntlermoit against young Ravenswood, the Cord 
Keoi>ev sal tfowii to his desk, and proceeded to 
diavv up, for the information of the i>rivy 
council, an account jf the disorderly j/roccedings 
whiih, in contempt of his warrant, had taken 
l)la<c at the fiinei.il of Lord Raveiisw’ood. The 
names of most of the ]»artieb concerned, as well 
as th“ laet itself, w'onld, he W'as well aw’are, 
sound odiously in the e.iis of his colleagues in 
adiiiiiii'>tration, and most likely instigate them 
to make an cx.imjile ol }(mng Ravenswood, at 
least, ni ici'iO)nn. 

It w.is a jioint of ililieae}’’, how'ever, to select 
siuli oxpiessions as might niter the young man’s 
culpability, without seeming directly to urge it, 
winch, on the ]iait of Sii William Ashton, his 
lathci’s aneient antagonist, could not hut appear 
ndious and iinidion^. While lie W’as in the aet 
of com]»o‘'itii)n, labimring to find w'ords whieh 
might indicate Edgar Rawnswood to be .ho 
cause of the uproar, witboiit sp(‘cilically making 
such a charge, Sir William, in a [lausc of his 
task, chanced, in looking njiwaid, to see the 
crest of the family (for w hose lieir he was whetting 
the allows, and disjuising the toils of the laAv), 
eaived upon one of the coibcillcs fiom which the 
\aulted roof of the aiiaitment spuing. It was a 
black hull’s head, with the legend, ‘I bide my 
time;* and the oeiasion n])oii whieh it was 
adopted mingled itself singularly and impressively 
W’ith the siihji'cL ofliis piescnt roflpetions. 

It W’as said by a constant tradition, that a 
Malisins de Ravcnsw’ood had, in the thirteenth 
century, been depiived of his castles and lands 
by a powerful nsinjier, who had for a while 
enjoyed his sjioils in ijniet. At length, on the 
eve of a costly banquet, Ravenswood, who had 
watched his o])[K)rtunity, introduced himsolt 
into the eastlo with a small band of faithful 
letainers. The seiving of the expected feast 
was impatiently looked for by the guests, and 
clanioioiisly demanded by the tem]ioraiy master 
of th'’ castle. Ra\ enswood, who had assumed tlio 
disguiso of a .sower upon the occasion, answered, 
ill a stern voice, * I hide my lime ; ’ and at the 
same moment a hull’s head, the ancient symbol 
of death, was 2)laced iijioii the tabic. The 
explosion of the conspiracy l(»ok place iqion the 
signal, and tlic usurper and liis followers w’ero 
]mt to death. Pcrhajis there was something in 
this still known and often re]icated story, which 
came immediately lionio to the breast and 
eonscience of the Lord Keotier ; for, putting 
fiom him the pajier on which he had begun his 
report, and cai dully locking the memoranda 
whieh he liad jirejiarod into a cabinet which 
stood beside him, ho ])roceedcd to w’alk abroad, 
as if for fho )>ur2>0H0 of collecting liis ideas, and 
reflecting further on the consequences of the step 
whicli he was about to taki*, ere yet they bccamo 
inevitable. 

Ill Classing through a large Gothic anterooni, 
Sir william Ashton heard the sound of his 
daughter’s lute. Music, w^heii the performers 
are concealed, affects ns W’ith a pleasure mingled 
with surprise, and reminds us of the natui-al 
concert of birds among the leafy bowers. The 
statesman, though little accustomed to ffivc way 
to emotions of this natural and simpo classi 
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wa8 still a man aad a father. lie stop^tod) 
therefore, and listened, wliile the silver tones of 
Lucy Ashtons \oieo mingled with tlio aceoun- 

{ >aninient in an aiieient tiii, io ^vllieh some oiio 
lad adiipUil the lollo\viu <5 \\ords ; — 

Look not thuu on l>eantv '' cIkuiiiIiii', 

Sit tliou still when kiM‘,s aie tiiiinnt;, 

U.istc not when the wiiie-mp ^li'^tciis, 

Spuik not i*hi*n the people lisuii.,— 

Stop thine car ai^.iuisl the stii'ii, 

Kioiti the led nolil k< ( p ihv lin^ei, 

V^icanl hcait, .ind hind, and cy, — 

Kasy live and ijuut die.' 

The sounds reasod, and the Keeper eiitertul 
Ids daughter's apailmeiit. 

The words she li.wl eliosen seemed partieuhirly 
adapted to iier ehaiMctei ; tor liUey Ashton s 
exquisitely hemtilnl, yiU somewh.il giilish fea- 
tures, were ioimed to expiess pent of mind, 
serenity, and indilferejiee to the tinsel of woildly 
pleasure. IKr locks, winch wtic of slndowy 
gold, divided on a hiow of exquisite wliitenes'., 
like a gleam of biokeii and pallid •.un^liine upon 
a hill of SHOW', Tlie e\]>!e'sion of the toniiti n- 
anee wxas iu iho last (Icokm* gentle, soil, timid, 
and feminine, and seeiiKMl rather to sin ink fioiii 
the most casual looh ot a slrangei, tliau to couit 
his admiiation. Something there was of a 
Madonna east, jieihdjis the lesult of delicate 
health, and ot leddcnee iu a lamily wlieic the 
dispositions of the ininales ^\elo lieieer, moie 
aeliv(‘, and eiiergctie, than her own. 

Vet her iiaasiveiiK'ss of disjiosition was hy no 
means owing loan iiidiilbrent or unleelmg mind. 
Ijeft to the inipnlso of her own t isie and leeling, 
Lucy Asliton was jieniharly aeees'>ihh‘ to those 
of a loniaulie east. Her seeiet delii,ht wa» in 
the oUl legeiidaiy tah'i of ai(h*nt desotiou and 
unalterable allVetion, < lieqin red as tin v so olteii 
are with sliauge advenluies and supeinatmal 
horrors. Thiswa^ herfa^ouIe(l fairy r< aim, and 
here rthe eieelod her aeiial palaces. I5nt it was 
only in seiaet ihat she hhoured at this delusive, 
though deligldlal an hil“ttiiie. In lier ntiml 
chamboi, or in the woodland howd* wliieh she 
had ehoseii lor her own, and ealh'd alter her 
name, she was in fancy (listuhiiling the prizes 
at the touniaiinmt, oi raining down 'ulineneo 
from her on tin* valiant eomfiatanls ; or she 
was w'andering in the winhi’iess with rua, 
under eseoil of tJie g< nt'Tops lion ; or .siic was 
itlentifving heisflf with the simple, ^et uoble- 
nimded Mii.inila, iu the isle ot wonder and 
cnehanlment. 

Hut in Ini exlerioi niations to things of this 
world, Luey wlllinglv le Mived the luling im- 
pulse lio'u those aioiMid hei. I'hc alternative 
WMs, in geiieial, loo ijidiilrient to her to under 
resistanee desiiahl'. .ad .shi willingly found a 
motive tor deei.don in iln opinion oj her tneiids, 
which iierhap-* sh • inighl h.ne .vmght tor in 
vain in her own ehoue. K\eiv leailer uhhI 
have ohscrveil in some lannly o| his a(‘i|uaint- 
ance, .some individual of a Idnim solt and 
yielding, wlm, mixed with stiongci and moie 
ardent minds, is borne along hy the will of 
othlird, with as little pow'er of ojiposilion as the 
flower wliioli is flung into a lunnint.' stieam. It 
tiSUf^lly hapi>ens that sucli a ooiu] diant uiid easy 
dkposition. wliieh resigns itself wdihout murmur 
U> ih« gui<l9iW>e of othciB, becomes tiiu darling 


of inclinations its own seemed to 

bo olfordiW^grudgiiig and ready sacrifiee. 

Tins walvTOlueutly the ease with Luey 
Aslitou. Her politic, wary, and worldly father 
iclt lor her an affection, luc strength of wliicli 
KometilucM surprised Jiim into an unusual emo- 
tion. Her ehfer brother, wlio trod the path of 
ambition with a haughtier st up 1 ban his father, 
had also more of human affection. A soldier, 
and in a dissolute age, he picferrcd his sister 
Ijiicy even to jdcasuie, ainl to military prefor- 
nieiit and distinction. Her younger brother, at 
an age when tiiiles ehietly ocei pied his mind, 
made her the confidaiit of all his ])loasuros and 
anxieties, his success in tield-.s]>orta, and his 
quaiiels with 111"* tutor and instructors. To 
Unshe details, however tiivial, Ifliey lent patient 
and not indilleient attention. They moved and 
inleiestnl llcniy, and that was (‘iioiigh to sccuro 
her ear. 

Her mother alone did not feel that distin- 
gnislied and juedomiiiatingaireetion, with whicJi 
the le-kt ol the lamily eherished Lucy. She 
ifgaided wdial she tcimed her daugliter’s want 
ot sjuiit, as a iheided maik that the nioro 
]>l(dieian blood ot her f.itlier ])iedominated iu 
lauy’s v(‘ins, and us(‘d to e.ill lier iu deiisioii 
her Lammermoor Sbejilundess. To dislike so 
gentle and inoffensive a being was impossible; 
but Lady Ashton prefeiied her i blest son, on 
whom had descended a largo ])ortiou of lier 
own ambitious and undaunted disjiosition, to a 
d.iiighti'i whose softnes'j of temper seemed allied 
to lecbleness of mind. Her eldest son was the 
iiioie ]>.iitially bidoved by bis inotbcr, because, 
(oiitiaiy to tin* usual eiistoin of Seotti»h faiiiilios 
(*t distinction, he bad been named after the head 
ol the house. 

*My Sholto,\she saiil, ‘will support the un- 
taniisinMl honour of his mateinal house, and 
elevate and siippoit that of libs fijther, Poor 
Luey is unlit foi eourt.s or orow'ded halls. Sonic 
couiitiy laiid must be In r husband, rich enough 
to sup]»ly her with every eomlort, without an 
effoit oil lier own part, so that she may hav'o 
nothing (o shed d tear lor but the tender apjiro- 
heiisioii lest ho may bleak his neck in a fox- 
(hise. It was not so, how'evei, that oiir house 
was laised, iioi is it so that it can be fortitiod 
and augmenicd. The Loid Kuejier's dignity is 
}( I iK'W ; it must be home a.s if w'o w'oro used to 
its weight, woilliy of it, and pnimpt to as.sert 
and maintain it. Ilelbro an<*ient authorities 
men bend, from customary anil hereditary defer- 
ence ; in onr [ircseiiee they will stand erect, 
nnle.ss they aro compelled to prostrate them- 
selves. A daughter lit for the hhee]>-f()ld or the 
cloister, is ill ip nil i lied to exact H*spect where it 
is yielded with ieluelam‘e; and sinee Heaven 
ri'fused us a tJiird boy, Luey slioiild have held 
a eliaiaeter lit to snjiply hi.s place. Tlic liour 
wdll be a }ia])]>y one wliieh dis]) 0 .s(>s lier hand in 
marriage to some one whoso energy is great<'r 
than her own, or whose anibitiou is of a^low uii 
order.* 

So meditated a niotlier, to whom the qualities 
of lier children’s liearLs, os well aa the iirospcct 
of their domoatio hajipiueas, Bcemcd light in 
coniparistm to their rank and temporal greatneaa. 
But, like ma^uy a i>arent of hot and impatient 
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character, she was iiiiistalcen in estimating tlie 
feelings of her dangliter, wlio, iiiidcr a scmldanco 
of extreme indillei enee, nouriUied tho genu of 
those passions wliieli sometimes apriiig up in 
one night, like tlio gourd of the ]>iopliot, ami 
nstonibh tlio observer iiy tlicir niu‘xi>eclo(i ardour 
and intensity. In f t, Line’s seiitiinenls 
seemed chill, beeause nothing had oeeiirred to 
interest or awaken them. Her life had hitherto 
flowed on in a iinifoim and giuitlo tenor, and 
Jiappy for her had not its prisent sinoi>tliiiess of 
euiTcnt resembled that (»f tlie stream as it glides 
downwards to the wateif.ill ! 

‘8o, Lney,’ said her latJier, enteiing as her 
song was ended, ‘does your umsieal pliilosojilier 
tcaeh you to eoutemii the woild before you know 
it ^ — that is sifl-cly something j)i<*mature. Or 
did you Imt sjKsik aeeoidiiig to the tashion ol 
fair maidens, avIio are always to hohl the plea- 
sures of Jilo ill eoutc'iupt till they aio pressed 
niiou them by tli<‘ addres.i of some gentle 
knight ? ’ 

Lucy hlushed, disclaimed any inleienee re- 
speetiiig her own (hoi(o being drawn Irom lier 
selection of a song, and lentily laid aside her 
instrument at lier latlu r’s rcMjnest that she would 
attend him in his walk. 

A largo and wvll-wooded jiaik, or latlier 
chase, sti etched along tlic hill behind the castle, 
which oeeni>ying, as wo lia\e noticed, a piss 
ascending fioni the plain, seemed built in Its 
■very gorge to defend the foiest ground wbieJi 
mose behind it in shaggy maji'sty. Into this 
romantic region the iatlier and daiigbter pio- 
eecded, arm in arm, by a nohle avium* over- 
arebed by embowering elms, bi'iieatli which 
groups of tho lallow-deer weie seen to stiny in 
distant persnei-tive. As they paeed slowly on, ad- 
iniiiiig the iiitfeient points o( view, (or whieli Sii 
William Aslitoii, nolwitlistandiiig the natiiie ol 
bis usual avocations, had considerable taste* and 
feeling, they were overtaken by the forester, or 
jiark-keejier, who, intent on s^^lvaii spent, was 
piooecding, with his eiossluAV over his arm, 
and a liuund led in leash liy his ])oy, into the 
iiitei ior of tlie w ood. 

‘(bnng to slioot us a j)i(‘e*e of veniison, Xor- 
iiKiii?*' said his master, as he iiUirned the 
woodman’s salutation. 

‘Saul, your Iiomnir, and that I am. Wi*i it 
jileaso you to see tlie sport } ’ 

‘ 0 no,’ said his loiashi]», alter looking at his 
daughter, whose colour lied at the idea of seeing 
tho deer shot, altlioiigli, had tier father expressed 
liis wish that tliey should iie eoinpaiiy Js'oimaii, 
it was ]>robablo she w’ould not eveu have hinted 
hor relnetaiieo. 

Tho forester sliriiggeil his slioiildeis ‘It was 
a disheartening tiling,’ ho said, ‘when none of 
tho gentles came down to see the sjmrt. lie 
ho])0(l Captain iSliolto would bo soon haine, or 
ho might shut up his shop entiiely ; for Wr. 
HaiTy was kept sac close wi’ his Ijatiii nonsense, 
that, Aoiigh liis will w^as very gudo to bo in tbe 
wood from morning till night, there would be a 
hopeful lad lost, and no making a man of him. 
It was not so, ho had heard, in Lord Kavens- 
wood’s time—whoii a buck was to bo killed, man 
and raothor’s sou ran to sec ; and when the deer 
fell, the knife was always presented to tho kniglit, 


and he never gavfe less than a dollar for the eoiu- 
]»limeiU!. And there was Ed^ar Ilaveuswood - 
Master of Ihivensw’ood that is now — when he 
goes up to the W’ooil- lliere hasua been a better 
huiitir siiuo Tiistreiii’s time — v\hen Sir Edgar 
liamls out,^ down goes tlie deer, faith. But 
we liae lost a’ sense of wood eiatt on this side o( 
the hill.’ 

Theie was much in tliis harangue highly dia- 
])levsing to the Loid Keipi'r’s feelings ; he could 
not help obseiMiig that his menial desj>ised him 
almost avowi'dly lor not [lossessing that (asto 
lor spoit, wiiiih in tluise times was deemed tho 
natnial and indispcusable attiihiite of a real 
gentleman. Ihit the master ofdthe game is, in all 
eouutiy houses, a ni.in ol gieat im])Oitaueo, and 
entitled to use cniihideiablo fieedoin of speech. 
Sir Wniiaiii, tliereloie, only sunled and leplicd, 
he had something else to think uptm to-day than 
killing deer ; mcantihie, taking out his purse, he 
gave lljo rangi'i’ a dollar lor his eneouragement. 
The iellow leteived it as the v\aitor of a fashion- 
able hotel ri'ceives double liis pioper fee* from tlio 
bands of a eouiitiy gentleman,- tliat is, with a 
smile, in whieh jileasnie at the gift is mingled 
with eonlempt for the igiioiaiiec* of tho donor. 
‘Your lioiioiir is the had paymaster,’ ho said, 

‘ v\lio p.iys before if is done. WJiat would you 
do w’cio I to miss the buck after you have jiaid 
me my wood-tee f * 

‘I sii]>i)ose,’ said the Keeper, smiling, ‘you 
would lutidly guess what 1 meaiiweio I to tell 
you of a cnndniio imhhtii 

‘ Not T, on my said 1 guess it is some law 

I diiasc— Hut sue a lieggar, and jour honour 
jjow'S what lolh>ws. \\ell, Imt 1 will be just 
with you, ami if bmv ami hraih fail not, jou 
shall iiave a piece ol game two lingers fat on the 
biisket.’ 

As he was about to go oil* Ids masier again 
i ailed liiui, ami asked, us it by aeeideni, wlietlier 
the Master ot Ikivenswood was actually so biavo 
a 111 in and so good a shooter as the woild spoke 
bim ? 

‘ Brave brav e enough, 1 warrant you,’ an - 
swereil Noiman. ‘ I w'as in the wood at Tyning- 
hame, v\h(‘n there was a soil of gallanfs Jiuiiting 
v\itli my lord; on my saul, tJnio was a buck 
tinned to bay made us all stand back ; a stout 
old Tiojuiiot tin* fust beail, ten-tyiied branches, 
and a biow^ as bio.id as e’er a bullock’s. Egad, 
he dashed at the old hud, and there would have 
hetn iidake among tbe peerage, if the Master had 
not w hipped loumlly in, and hamstrung him with 
Ids euthes. He w^as but sixteen then, bless his 
heait ! ’ 

‘ \nd is he as leady with the gun as with the 
eouteau ? ’ said Sir 'VVilliani. 

* lie’ll strike this silver dollar out from be- 
neath my finger and thumb at fourscore yards, 
and I’ll hold it out for a gold merk ; what more 
would ye have of ojt, hand, lead, and guu- 
IKiwder V 

‘ 0, no more to be wished, certainly,’ said tho 
Tjord Keejwr ; ‘but w^e keej) yon from your sport, 
Nonnan. Good-morrow, go(*d Norman.* 

And, humming Ids rustic roundelay, the yeo- 
man wont on his road, the sound of liis rough 


* Ilawis 0ut^ boId& out, i.e present.s his piece. 
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voice gradually clyiiig tau'ay as the distance be- 
twixt them increased 

♦The monk must aiise when tlib matins ring, 

The al»l) >t ni.iy sl^ep to their chime ; 

But the yeoin.in must start \yhen the bugles sin^, 
'Tib time, iny hearts, tis lime. 

‘Theic’s bucks ami ia“s on Tillhopc braes, 

There’s a herd on Sliortwood Shaw ; 

But a lily-white doe in the garden goes, 

She's fairlj worth them a’.' 

* Jlas this follow,’ said llio Lord 

the yeoman’s song had died on the Avind, ‘ over 
served the Kavenswood peojdo, that lie seonis so 
iiuicli interested in ihom ^ 1 supjiose you know, 

Lucy, for you iimkc it a ]»oiiil of conseionee to 
record the spcchu history of eveiy hour ahont the 
castle.’ 

‘ I am not ^pike so faithful n chronicler, my 
dear father; but 1 lu‘liove tint Norm in once 
served here while a boy, aud lieloio be A\enl lo 
Ledington, wheneo )ou lured biiu. 15ut if yon 
want to know anything of the former laiiiily, old 
Alice is llie best tauthority.’ 

*And Avhat should 1 have to do with them, 
jiray, Lucy,’ said her lather, ‘or A\illi their his- 
tory or aeeoinjilishments / ’ 

‘ Nay, I do not know, sir ; oidy that you were 
asking questions of Norman aliout young liavtns- 
wood.’ 

‘Pshaw, child -replied her father, yet 
immediately added, ‘And Avho is old Alice ? I 
think you know all the old >\omen in the 
country.' 

‘To he sure I do, or how could I hel]) the old 
creatures aaIicu they are in hard times? And 
as to old Alice, she is the ATiy empress of old 
women, and (jneen of go-si p*i, so far as legendary 
loro is concerned. She is blind, poor old .soul, 
but when she speaks to you, you would tliink 
she lias some way of looking into your very 
heart. 1 am sur«' I often cover my face, or turn 
it away, foi‘ it seems as if slie saw one change 
colour, though she has be»'n blind tboso twenty 
years. She is wortli visiting, weie it but to say 
you have seen a blind and jiaralytic old woman 
have so much aeuteness of porcejitioii and dignity 
of mannei’s. I assure joii she might Ihj a eoini- 
te.ss from lier language and liehaviour, — (’ome, 
you must go to see Alice ; A\e arc not a quarter 
of a mile irom her cottage.’ 

‘ All this, my dear,’ said the Lord Keeper, *i.s 
no answer to my (pie-stiou, avIio this Avoniau is, 
and Avhat is her coiiiiexi»)ii with the former 
])roprietor’s family f ’ 

‘0, it was something of a iioiiriee-ship, I be- 
lieve ; and she remained liere, because her tw'o 
grandaoiiH were rngagod in your service. Ihit 
itwasagain.t herwib I fancy, for the i)oor old 
creature is alway:> legicUing the change of times 
and of projieity.' 

♦ I am mucluibliged loher,’ answered the Lord 
Keeper. * She and lier folk cat my bread, and 
drink my cup, and arc lamenting oil the while 
that* they arc not still under a family w'hich 
never could do good, cither to thonisclvc.s or any 

.ono else.’ 

Indeed, ' replied Lucy, * I am eortaiu you do 
old Alice injustice. She has nothing mercenary 
about her» and would not accept a penny in 
^ Oliatityr if it to $avo hor from being starved. 


She Is only talkative, like all old folk, when you 
j)ut thorn on stories of thok youth ; and she 
sneaks about the Ibivonswood people, because 
slio lived under them so many years. But I am 
sure she is grateful to you, sir, for your i>rotcc- 
tion, and that she w‘ould rather speak to you, 
tliari to any other ijcrsou in the wliolo wmrhl 
beside. Do, sir, coino and sec old Alice.’ 

And, with tile frccdoui of i,n indulged daughter, 
she dragged the Lord Kcoi'or in the diroetiou 
sIk- desired. 


CITAPTER III. 

'thiou.;b tups of the tn*t'» she did dciiCiy 

A little smoke, whose \apoiii, ttiin and light, 
Keeking aloft, iijuolled to the sky; 

Whuh (hceiful sign did send unto her sight, 

Tluit in the same did wonne some living wight. 

SPhVSKK. 

Luca aolcd as her father’s guide, for he W'as 
too much engrossed with liis jxditieal labours, or 
with boeiety, lo bo ]»erfectly acquainted with 
his own extensive (hunains, ami, moreover, w'as 
generally an inhabitant of the city of Kdin- 
hurgh ; and she, on the other liaiid, ha<l, with 
her mollicr, lesided the whole siiriinier iuRaveiis- 
Avood, and |)a!tly from taste, partly from Avant 
of any other amusement, liad, by her frequent 
rambh's, learnt to know eacli lane alley, dingle, 
or bushy dell, 

And cvety bosky liouinc fiom side to side. 

■\Vc have said that llie Lord KoejxT Avas i.ot 
indifftn'eut to tlie beauties of nature ; and w’c 
arid, ill justice to him, that he felt them doubly, 
AAlien jioiiitod out by the beautiful, simjdc, and 
interesting girl, Avho, lianging on Ida arm with 
hhal kimliicss, now called Idni to admire the 
si/e of some ancient oak, and now the unox 
peeted turn, wlioro the jiath, dcvclojiing its maze 
from glen or dingle, suddenly reached an emin- 
ence coimnandiiig an extensiA e vicAV of the plains 
hoiieath them, aii<l then gradually glided aAvay 
Irom the jirosjust to lose itscll among rocks 
and lliickcts, ami guide lo scenes of deeper 
seclusion. 

It was Avhen jmusiug on one of those points of 
extensive and commanding view, tliat Lucy told 
her father tliey w'orc close by tlie cottage of her 
]»Und ; ^ud, on luriiing from the little 

liill, a path Avhich led around it, Ai'orn by the 
daily steps ol the infirm inmate, brought them 
in sight of the hut, which, embosomed in a deep 
and obscure dell, seemed to have been so situated 
]rtirT)08ely to boar a correspondoiico with the 
darKcned slate of its inhabitant. 

The cottage Avas situated iuimodiately under a 
tall rock, which in some measure hcetlod over it, 
ns if threatening to drop some detached fragment 
from its broAV on tlie frail tonement beneath. 
Tlie hut itself was constnictod of turf and stones, 
and rudely roofed over with thatch, ivuch of 
Avlilch was in a dilapidated condition. The thin 
blue smoko rose from it in a light column, and 
curled upward along the white face of the in- 
cumbent rock, giving the scene a tint of exquisite 
softness. In a small and rude garden, surrounded 
by straggling oldor-bushcs, which formed a sort 
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of imiKjrfoct hedge, sat, near to the bco- hives, 
by the produce ol whioli slio lived, that ^wonian 
old,’ whom Lucy had brought her father hither 
to visit. 

Whatever there had been which was disastrous 
in lier fortune — whatever tlicre was iniseralde in 
]jer dwelling — it was ens' to judge, l)y the lirst 
glance, that neither ycais, novorty, iiiisfortune, 
nor infirmity had broken tlie spirit ol this re- 
markable woman. 

She occiijuod a turf-seat placed under a cop- 
ing birch of unusual magnitude and age, as 
.Fudah is represented sitting under her palm-tree, 
with an air at once of majesty and of dejection. 
Her figure was tall, commanding, and Imt little 
bent by the infirmities of old age. Her dress, 
though tliat of a^ieasant, was uncommonly clean, 
iorming in that particular a strong contrast to 
most of her rank, and was disi)osed with an 
attention to neatness, and even to taste, eijually 
imusual. But it was her cKpressiou of counten- 
ance which chiefly struck the spectator, ami 
induced most persons to address her with a 
degree of deferenee and civility very iiicoiisistoiit 
with the miserable state of her dwelling, ami 
wliicb, nevertheless, slio received with that easy 
composure wdiich showed she felt it to be her 
due. She had oiiee lieen beautiful, hut her 
beauty had been of a l)oM and masculine east, 
such as does not survive the bloom of youth ; 
yet lier features conliiuied to o.v’j)ress .strong 
sense, deep relleidioii, and a eharaeler of sober 
j)ridc, which, as w^c have already .said of her 
dress, ajipeared to argue a conseiems .sujiorioiity 
to those of her owm lank. It scarce seemed 
]K)Ssiblo that a face, d(*i>rivcd of the advantage 
of sight, eould have expressed cliai actor .so 
strongly; hut her eyes, which were almost 
totally closed, did not, by the disjday of their 
sightless orbs, mar the countenance to which 
they could add nothing. She seemed in a 
ruminating* posture, soothed, ]>crhapfl, by the 
. murmurs of the busy tribe around her, to abstrac- 
tion though not to slumber. 

Lucy undid the latch of the little garden gate, 
and solicited the old w’oman’s attention. ‘ Aly 
father, Alice, is come to see you.’ 

‘lie isw’clcome, Mis.s Ashton, and so arc you,^ 
said the old woman, (uniing and inclining her 
head tow'ards her vi.‘«Itor.s. 

‘This is a fine morning for your bcc-lii»w'N, 
mother,’ said the Lord Keeper, who, struck with 
the outward appearance of Alme, was somewhat 
curious to know if her conversation would corre 
fljioud with it. 

‘I believe so, my lord,’ slie rejdiod ; ‘I feel 
the air breathe milder than of late.’ 

‘You do not,’ resumed the .state.sman, ‘take 
(‘barge of these bees yourself, mother ?- -How do 
you manage them ? ’ 

‘ By delegates, ns kings do their subjects,’ re- 
sumed Alice ; ‘ and I am fortunate in a prime 
minister, — Here, Babic.’ 

She whistled on a small silver call which hung 
around her neck, and which at that time was 
sometimos used to summon domestics, and Babie, 
a girl of fifteen, made her aimearanco from the 
imt, not altogether so cleanly arraved as she 
would probably have been had Alice had the use 
pf her oyoS| but with a greater air of Tjoainess 


than was uprm tho whole to hare been ex- 
pected. 

‘Babic,’ said her mistress, ‘offer some bread 
and lioney to the Lord Keeper and Miss Asliton 
- they wdll cxeu.se your awkw^ardness if you use 
cleanliness and dcsiialch.’ 

linbic iierfonned lior mistress’s command with 
the gi*ace wdiieli was naturally to have been ex- 
pected, moving to and fro with a lobster -like 
gesture, her feet and legs lending oneway, W’hile 
her head, turned in a different direction, W’as 
fixed ill w’ondcr n])on the laird, who was more 
frcijucmtly luard ol than scon by his tenants and 
dependents. Tho bread and honey, however, 
dejiosited on a plantain leaf, was offered and 
neeepted in all dm' c‘ouite.sy. The Lord Keeper, 
still retaining the place which he had oecu]»ie(l 
on the (b'cayetl ti-unk of a fallen tree, look(‘d as 

he wisliotl to i)rol(mg the intei view', but w'as at 
a loss how to introdutc a suitable subject. 

‘Yon ba\e been long a resident on Ibis p’’0- 
l>oi*ly?’ be said, after a pau.se. 

‘It is HOW' iK'arly sixty years since I lirst knew 
Raven swood,’ answered tlie old dame, wliose con- 
versation, though perfectly civil and resjjoetful, 
.seenu'd cant ionsly limited to tlie nun voidable and 
nee(‘.e.sary task of ]c])I}iiig to Mir William. 

‘ You aie not, I .slioukl judge by your accent, 
of this country originally r .said the J^ord Keeper, 
in continuation. 

‘No ; I am by birth an Knglislnvomaii.’ 

‘Vet you S(‘em altinhed to this country as if 
it w'cre your ow n ? ’ 

‘ It is licre,* replied the blind woir).sn, * that I 
liave drunk the ciij) of joy and of sorrow which 
Heaven destined for me. 1 was hero the W’ifc of 
nil upright and afleetionate husband for moio 
than twenty years— 1 was bore the moilier of six 
in-oinising ebildrcn— it was beic that God de- 
prived me of all these blc&.sings - it was hero they 
died, and yonder, by yon ruined eha])el, they lie 
all buried. — I had no country but theirs while 
they lived— 1 have none but theirs now they arc 
no more.’ 

‘But your house,’ said the Loid Keeper, look- 
ing at it, 'is miserably ruinous.’ 

*l)o, my dear father,' said Liiey eagerly, yet 
bashfully, calching at the hint, ‘give orders to 
make it l)elter,— that is, if \ou tliink it pix^per.* 

‘It will last my time, my dear Miss Lucy,* 
f^aid the blind woman; ‘I would not have my 
loid give hini.self the b a.st trouble about it.’ 

‘But,’ said Lucy, ‘you once bad a much better 
hou.se, and were licli, and now' in your old ago 
to live in this hovel ! * 

‘ It is as good as I deserve, Miss Lucy ; if iny 
heai I has not bnike with what 1 have suffereil, 
and seen otliers suffer, it must have been strong 
enough, and tho rest of this old frame lias no 
right to call itself weaker,’ 

‘You have probably witnessed many chauge.s,’ 
said tho liOrd Keeper ; ‘but your experience must 
have taught you to expect them.’ 

‘It has taught me to endure them, my lord,' 
was the reply. 

Yet you knew that they must needs arrive in 
the course of Vtiirs ? * said the statesman. 

* Ay ; as I know that the stump, on or beside 
which you sit, once a tall and lofty tree, must 
uee<ls ottc day fall by decay, or by the axe ; yet 
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t hoped my eyes not witiH'ss the downfall 
of the tree which overshadowed my dwelling.’ 

‘Du iH)t bUi>l)ose,' Mifl <lin Lord Ki'(‘i)er, ‘tliat 
yon will lose any interest wdth me, tor looking 
hack with 1 egret to the days when another tainily 
])Oasesscd iny estates, You had reason, doubt 
less, to love them, and I res])eet your gratitude. 
1 w'ill order some re})jiis in your cottage, ami I 
hope WM* shall live to be Iriemla when we know 
eaeli olli'M* better.’ 

‘Those of 1113^ age,’ returned the d.inie, ‘inahe 
no new fi’iends. J thank you tor 3 our bounty 
it is well intmided, uudoiibte(il3'^; but 1 have all 
I want, and I cannot areept inoie at your hud- 
ship’s haiifls.’ 

‘ lYell, then,’ eontinued the LokI Xee])er, ‘at 
least allow me to s\y, that 1 look upon 3^011 .ns 
a W'omaii of sense and edneation Ixwond \'(iur 
apponranee, and lint T Iiopr* you will continue 
to leside on this property ol mine lent-liee tor 
your lile.’ 

‘I hojre T shall,’ s.iid the old djmeeompo'.nlly ; 
*I Irelievo that w.is made an aititle in the sale 
of Kavenswoofl to 3^(nir Jordsbip, lliongli su< h 
a trilling eireiirnstaneo ma3 bive ese.iped 3mir 
recollect ion.’ 

‘I rcunemher T v(*eolle( I,’ said his lordship, 
somewhat eonfnsed. ‘I ]H*ieei\'e 3'oii are too 
jiiueli attached to yonr old tripiids trt aec'jd any 
benefit from their srreeossor.’ 

‘ Kar fr-om it, my bud ; 1 am gi.ilrful fm* tin* 
henelits whb*b I d(*ehne, and 1 wi.sli I could pay 
you for otlVi'ing lliem, bdtd Ibaiiwli.il I am now 
about to say.’ The liord Keeper looked at ber 
in some surprise, luii .said not .r \\cu*d. ‘ My loi’d,* 
she eoiitiirued, in an rmpressneand solemn lone, 
Make earn* wdiat 3<m <ioj 3011 are on tin* brink ol 
a piveipiee,’ 

‘ Indeed t’ said lire Ijord Keeper, bis mind 
roverting (o the politieal eii‘( uinstaiiees ol lire 
eounliy. ‘Has an^tbiirg eome to y<mr know- 
ledge- aii}^ or e«)n«.juri( V ? ’ 

•No, my lord ; those wlio tialfio in .siifh (om- 
inodilies do not call into tlierr (ouneils the old, 
blind, and infii’in. IMy warning is of .anotlnr 
kind. Yoir ha\o driven mattei’.s Iraidwitb the 
house of Raveii.sw'ood. Ilelio\e a true tale Jiey 
arc a licree house, and there is danger in dealing 
with men wdieti they lieeoirio desperate.’ 

‘Tushr answeied the Keejer; Mvhat has 
been holween us hn.s been tire wtu’k of the law, 
not my doing ; and to tlie law tJiey inust hrok, 
if they woula impugn my ]uoeeedings.’ 

* Ay, but they may Ibiiik otlienvise, and take 
the law into their own hand, wlieii they fail of 
other means ol redress.’ 

‘ \Yliat mean you/’ ss'd ihe Lord Kee]ier. 

* Young Jlavonswood woulcj not Jiave recourse to 
personal violence '( ’ 

‘ God forbid I should say so ’ I know nothing 
of the youth but what is lioiiourable and open — 
liononrablc and optm, said 1 1- I sliould have 
added, free, generous, noble. Ibit ho is still a 
Bavenswood, and may bid« his time. Kememlier 
the fate of Sir George Loekhait ’ * 

The Lmni JCeejier .stalled ns sin* <'aned t«' hU 
recollection a tragedy so deep aii<l so recent. 
The old woman proceeded s * (lliiesley, who did 
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the deed, was a relative of Lord Ravenawood. 
In the hall of Ravenswood, in my presence, and 
ill that of others, he avowed publicly his deter* 
inination to do the cruelty wfiich he afterwanls 
eommitted. I could not keep silence, though to 
speak it ill became my .station, “You are de* 
vising a dreadful eiime,” 1 said, “for which you 
must reckon belore the judgmcui -scat.” Never 
shall 1 loiget his look, as lie lei.lied, “I must 
ns'kon then for many things, and will reckon 
loj tlii‘1 jiLo.” Tlieietorc 1 may well say, hewnro 
of pKssiiig a desperate man with the hand of 
antliority. There is blood of (^Jiiesley in the 
Aein-> ol' )U\en.swo(Hl, and one diop ot it wore 
enough to fire Jiim in the eiieumstaiiees in which 
he is phn‘'‘d 1 say, beware ol him.’ , 

Tlie old dame had, eillitr inkmtioiially or by 
aeeident, baijKsl aright the tear of the Lord 
Keeper. The desfierate and fkiik re.soiiree of 
pii\nte ass'iMsination, so familiar to a Scottish * 
liaioii in loimor times, had even in tlie present 
.ige been loo jj‘e(pientl3^ resorted to under the 
piessuie ot unusual temptation, or whoie the 
iniml ol the actor was prepaied for such a eiime. 
Sii William A.sh 1 nn was aware ol this; ns also 
that 3'oiiiig iU\enswood had letsM^ed injiiiies 
sutfieient to ]>ioinpt him to that soil ol revenge, 
wliieh heeoines a lie«|n(*nt though feariiil eonse- 
ipieriee of the partial ad ministration of ju.stiec. 
IJe endeavoured to disguise from Alice the nature 
of the ap})ieheiisioiis which lie entertained ; but 
.so ineireclnally, that apeisoii even of less ]>ene- 
liatiou than nature liad endow'cd her with must 
iieeessarily have been awaie that the subject lay 
near his bosom. His voice w'ds (‘lianged m its 
accent as be rejdicd to lier, that the J\la.ster of 
lliMiiswood was a man ot honour; alid were it 
otheiwise, that the late ot (’liiesley of Dairy was 
a sulhcient warning to any <me who sliouhr dare 
to assume the otliei* of {(\ongor of his owui 
imaginary wrongs. And, having hastily uttered 
these evpn^ssions, he njso ami lelT the place 
w i I liout w ait 1 ng for a 1 ej >13 . 


CHAPTER /r. 

Is she a Caiuikt'/ 

O dear account! mi life i> my fnLS debt. 

SllAK'l sejt ARE. 

Tirn Lord Keeper walked for iic'iily a quarter 
of a mile in nroToiind .silence. His daughter, 
inturally timid, and bred up in those ideas of 
filial awe .and iinplieii obedieiiee which were in- 
eulented upon the youth of that period, did not 
vent me to interrupt his meditations, 

‘Why do 3am look so ]»sle, Lucy?’ said her 
father, turning suddenly round and breaking 
silence. 

According to tlm ideas of the time, winch did 
not permit a young woman to offer her senti- 
ments on any sulijeet of importance unless 
especial 13^ mjnired to do so, Lu(*y was bo^nd to 
ajipear ignorant of the meaning of all tliat liad % 
passed hetwivt Alice and her father, atid imputed 
tiie emotion he had ohserveil to the fear of the 
wild cattle which grazed in tliat part of the 
extensive chase through whicU they were novir 
walking. 
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Of these animnls, the rlosocndants of tlio 
savage herds whioli anciently roamed free in 
the Caledonian forests, it was formerly a point 
of state to preserve a lew in the ]»arks of the 
Scottish nobility. Sj»eeiineus eontiaued within 
the memory of man to be kept at least at tliree 
houses of distinction, nani ly, llainilttjn, Drinii- 
lam-ig, ajid Cnm])cnianJtl. Tliey liad cie^eiier- 
aled from the ancient race in si/e and strength, 
if we are to judge, iroin the aeeouuts of old 
chronicles, and from llie ibimidahlc rcm.iins fit- 
ijneutly discovered in hogs and moi7i.ss(‘s nlieii 
drained and laid open. TJie hull had lost tJie 
shaggy honours of his mane, ami the laee was 
smallaiid light made, in colour a dingy white, 
or rather a palo 3'elloiv, with Mack Jioins and 
Jioofs. Tliey retained, howevM*, in some mea- 
sure, the ferocity of tlieir aneestiy, could not he 
domesticated on aceoiint of their antipalliy to 
the human race, and WTre ol'lon dangerous if 
a]>proachcd iinginirdedly, or wantonly distin bed. 

It was this last reason wdii»‘h lias oeeasitmed 
their being extirpated at the ]>l{ices we have 
mclitioiicd, wdieni ])rol)ably they would otherwisf* 
have been retained as ai)])ro})riate inhabitants of 
a Snottish woodland, and lit tenants lor a banmial 
forest. A frw', if T mistake not, are si ill jwe- 
served at Chillingham (^istle, in JShn’thunilier- 
land, the seat of tlie Karl of 'I’.inkei vilh*. * 

It was to her linding liei#!!’ in the \ieiiiity of 
a gnmj) of three or lour of these animals, tlial 
Lucy thought i>rnpcr to impute those signs of 
fear which had aris(‘n in h(‘r eountemanee for a 
dillerent reason. For she had hem familiarized 
W’iih the ap]>earaiiee of tlie wild cattle, during 
lier walks in the ehase ; and it was not then, as 
it may he now% a necessary ]»art of a ycunig lady’s 
demeanour to indulge in eanseless tremoi’s of .tlie 
nerves. On the ]>reseiit occasion, how'cver, slic 
speedily found enuse for real terror. 

lAicy had scarcely re])lied to her fatluT in the 
words we liRve menti»)ned, and he was just about 
to rebuke her siqiposed timidity, when a hull, 
stimulated either by the scarlet colour of Wiss 
Ashton’s mantle, or liy one of lliose fits or 
(*a)>rieious ferocity to wdiieh their dispositions 
arc liable, detaebod himself snddeidy from the 
group wdiich w'as feeding at the up]>er extremity 
of a grassy glade, that, seemed to lose itself 
among the crossing aiid entangled houghs. The 
animal approached the intruders on his ]>{istuie ] 
ground, at first slowly, pawing the ground with 
his hoof, bellown'ng from time •to time, and tear- 
ing up the sand with his horns, as if to lash 
hiinself up to rage and violence. 

The Lord Keeper, who observed the animal’s 
demeanour, was aware that, he w^as about to 
become mischievous, and,Mrawiiighis (laughter’s 
arm under his owm, began to w’alk fast along the 
avenue, in hopes to got out of his sight and hLs 
reach. This was the most injudicious course ho 
could have adopted, for, encouraged by the a]>- 
pearanco of flight, the hull began to i>ursue them 
at full speed. Assailed by a dangen* so immiiieiit, 
#iirmer^conrngo than tliat of tin* Lord Kerjwr 
might have given w'ay. Ihii ]Mternal tendei- 
ness, ' love strong as death,’ sustained him. He 
continued to sup}K)rt and drug onward his 

* See Note to Castle Dangerous— ‘ Scottish Wild Cattle.' 


daughter, until, her fears altogether de^triving 
her of the power of flight, she sunk down by his 
side ; and when he could no longer assist her 
to esea]»e, Im Innied round and jnaecd himself 
hetv^i\t her and the raging animal, which, ad- 
^ vaneing in full career, its hmtal fnr}’^ enhanced 
by the ra]>i(lity of the jnirsnit, was now within 
II few yards (*J*thejn. 'lln* Lord Keeper had no 
weapons; his .\ge and giavity dispens(*d even 
wilh the usual ii])peudage of a walking sw'ord, — 
could siieli appejuiage have aA ailed him aiy- 
Ihiiig. 

It .seemed iiievitabli' (luit tlu' father or daiigli- 
ter, or hotli, .shmild have falhu victims to the 
im])eiiding danger, wIkmi a shot from the neigh- 
i boiiHug thicket aiK'.sled the ju‘(»gross of tlie 
animal. He was .'■o tiuly striiek hetwc'en the 
junction of the sjuue w’ii'li llie skull, that the 
’wound, which in any oilier part of Ids body 
might Hcareo have impeded his eareer, proved 
instantly fatal. Stunibling forward wilh a 
hideous bellow, the ]>rof'res.sive force* of his jire- 
vious motion, rather lliaji any opewation of Ins 
limbs, eairied liiin up t(* within tliree yards of 
the aslonislKul Loid Keeper, whcie he rolled on 
tlie giound, Jiis limbs dtnkcned with the hluck 
death-sweat, and (piiv'i n'ng witli the last coiivnl- 
.Mons of nuisi'uLir motion. 

Lucy lay senseless on the gioiiml, insensihlo 
of the womb ! ml deliv'eianee which she had 
esjierieneed. Her father was almost equally 
stupefied, so lapid and nnexjieeted had been the 
tiaiisition irom the horrid death which secuued 
inevitable, t<)]>cileit sccurit.y. He gnzcsl on tho 
animal, ternhle evam in death, wilh a speiues of 
mule and confused aslouishment, wliich did not 
jiennit him dislinell^" to understand wdiat liad 
tak(‘n pl.ic<‘; and ,so imiccniaie was his eonaeions- 
ncHS of what had p.i‘>sed, that he might have 
supposed the bull liad been arrested in its eareer 
by a thunderbolt, had he not observed among 
the branches of the thiekel the figuie of a man, 
with a shoit gun or nius(|U('1oon in his hand. 

This instant l.y recalled him to a sense of their 
sitimtion- -a ghince at his danghlor reminded 
him of the necessity of jiromiring her n.s.si8laiiee. 
He called to the man, vvhmii he concluded to be 
one of Ins fovestevH, to giva* immediate attenliou 
to Miss Asbton, wbilu he himself hastened to 
call assistance. The huntsman iqqiroached them 
accordingly, and the Lord Keejxr saw he was a 
slrangiT, hut was too much agitated to make any 
furlh(*r remarks. In a few hmtied words, ho 
directed the .shooter, a,s stionger and more active 
than himself, to can y the young lady to a neigh-* 
bouring fountain, while ho went bock to Alice’s 
lint to pioenro more aid. 

The man to wliose timely interference they had 
been ho much indebted, did not seem inclined to 
leave his good work half finished, lie raised 
liUey from tlio ground in his arms, and, convey- 
ing her through the glades of the forest hy patlis 
with wliieh he. Reome<l well aequoiuted, stopped 
n<»l until In* laid her in siifoly hy the Hido of a 
plentiful and p'*lltieid fountain, which had bo(‘ii 
onee covered in, Hcrc(*ned ami decorated vvitli 
ai-ehitectiiral orimnienta of a (lothic cliaractei. 
Blit now th(» vault which had covered it being 
hrokou down and riven, and the Gothic fqnt 
ruiuod and demolished, the stream burst forth 
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from the recess of the earth in open day, and the distracted baron to infer, that his ill-iud^d 
winded its way amou^ the bj'oken sculpture and curiosity had occasioned the death of this iu- 
nioss-growu stones wliich lay in confusion around tcresting and inysterioua being. The remorse 
its source. which he felt, as well as the recollection of her 

Tradition, always busy, at least in Scotland, charms, ]>roved the pciiaiico of his future life, 
to grace with a legendary tale a spot iu itself which he lost in the battle of Floiidon not many 
iiiterostiiig, had ascribed a cause of peculiar months after, Ihit, in memory of his Naiad, 
veneration to this fountain. A beautiful young he had i)ievioiisly ornamented the fountain in 
lady met one of the Lords of Raveiiswood while mIucU she -appeared to reside, and secured its 
hunting near this sjK)t, anti, like a second Egeria, wateis liom profanation or pollution, by the 
had cajitivatod the affection-, of the feudal Numa. small vaulted building of wliieli the fragments 
They met frequently afterwaids, and always at sfill rtunained scattered around it. From this 
sunset, the charms of the iiymjdi’s mind com- periotl tlic house of Itavcuswood was supposed to 
looting the eonquost which licr beauty liad begun, have dated its decay. 

and the mystery of the intrigue atlding /osL to Such was the generally received legend, which 
both. She always a[»pMi‘e(l and disa^ipoared some, who would S(‘em wiser than tlio vulgar, 
close by the fountain, with which, therefore, her evjdiincd as obscurely iiitimaiijig the fatc3 of u 
lover judged she hid some inexplicable eo*i- beautiful mahl of plebeian rank, the mistress ol 
ncxion. She placed ecitaiii restrictions on their this Itaymoiid. whom he slow in a fit of jealousy, 
‘intercourse, which also savtuircd of niystoiy. and wdiose blood was mingleil with the waters of 
They mot only oneo a-week Frhhiy w^as the the locked fountain, as it was commonly called, 
ajipoiuted day — ami she explained to the Lord of Others imagined that the tale had a more remote 
Kavenswood, that they w'ere under the neeessily origin iu the anoient heathen mythology. All, 
of separating so soon as the hell of a chapel, however, agreed that the sjiot was lat.il to the 
lieloiiging to a honiiitiige iu the adjoining wood, Itavonswood family, and that to drink of ilta 
now long ruinous, should toll the hour of vespers, w'ateis of the well, or even nppioaeh its brink, 
III tlio course of liis confession, the llaron of was as ominous to a descemhint of that liouse, 
Raveiiswood entrusted the hermit with tlie secret as for a (irsli.iinc to wear gieen, a Bruce to kill 
of this singular amour, and Father Zachary drew a spider, or a St. C^air to cioss the Old on a 
the necessary and olivious eoiiseqiijjiice, that his Momia 3 ^ • 

patron was enveloped in the toils of Sitan, and It w'as on tliis ominous 5j>ottliat Lucy Aslitoii 
in danger of dcstrneti oil both to body and soul, first drew breath after her long and almost deadly 

Ho urged these poiils to the baron with all the swoon. B#*aiitiful andjialeas the fabulous Naiad 
foreo of monkish rhetoric, and described, in the in the last .agony of scjiaiation from her lover, 
most frightful colours, the real character and she w-as seated so as to lest with her back against 
person of the apparently lovely Naiad, wdioin he a part of the ruined wall, wdiile her mantle, 
hesitated not to denounce as a limb of the dripping with the water wliich her protector liad 
kingdom of darkness. The lover listened with used profusely to reealJ her .senses, clung to her 
obstinate incredulity; and it wms not until worn slender and beautifully ]>ioportioned form, 
oat by the obstinacy of the anchoret, that he The fust moment of refollection brought to 
consented to pul the state and eoiulition of liis her mind the d.anger which had overjiow’ci ed her 
mistress to a certain trial, and for that purpose senses —the next called to rememhrAneo that of 
acquiesced in Zacliary’s pmposxl, that on their her father. She looked aioiind- lie W’as nowhere 
next interview tlio vcsjicrs boll should be rung to be seen— *AIy father, my father!’ w'as all 
lialf an-hoiir later tlian usual. The hermit m.iin- that she could ejaculate. 

tained, and bucklered his opinion by quot.ations *Sir William is safe,’ aiiswcied the voice of a 
from Milfnn Maleficarum, SprnKjrnis, Rrvii- stranger -‘perfectly safe, .and will be wdth you 
«aw?,*and other learned deinoiiologists, that the instantly.’ 

Evil One, thus seduced to i*einaiii hehiml llu ‘Are yon sure of thatV exclaimed Lucy — 
appointed hour, w’oiihl assume her true shajie, ‘the bull was close by ii.s— do not stop me— I 
and, having ajipearod to licr terrificil lover ,as a must go to seek my father.* 
ileiil of hell, would vauLsh from liiin in a flash And she arose wdth th.at ])urpose ; but her 
of sulphurous lightning. Raymond of Raven«- stiengtli wais .so iliucli exhausted, that, far from 
wo >d acquiesced in the experiment, not incurious ]) 0 .ssessing the ])OW’er to execute her purpose, she 
concerning the is-mc, though confident it would must have fallen ag.iinst the stone on lyliich 
disappoint the expectations of the hermit. she had leant, probably not without sustaining 

At the apiioiiitcfl hour the lovers met, and seiious injury, 
their iiilerviow w’as protracted beyond that at The stranger w'as so near to her, that, wdthont 
which they uuially ]»irtod, by the delay of the .aeluall}" suflering her to f.ill, he could not avoid 
priest to ring his usual curfew'. No cliaiigo took catching her in his arms, wdiich, liow'cver, he 
place upon the nymph’s outward form ; but, as did with a momentary reluctance, veiy unusual 
soon as the lengthening shadows made her aw’are wlien youth interposes to prevent beauty from 
that the inaaf hour of the vespera’ chime was danger. It seemed os if her weight, slight as it 
past, she tore herself from her lover’s arms wdth was, proved too heavy for her young and athletic 
a shriek of despair, hid him adhai for ever, and, assistant, for, without feeling the temptation of 
plunging into the fountain, disappeared from his detaining her in his arms even lor a single instant, 
eyes. The bubbles occasioned l>y her descent he ngain placed her on the stone from which she 
wwo crimsoned with blood as they arose, leaving had lisen, and, retreating a few stops, repeatoil 

, •is«'h«^\ior'sUttMi.(mDeminciln8y-l I 'Now?;. Cnhwoe, o{ 9tvc«, « 



THE BEtDE OP lAMMERmO^ 




hastily, 'Sir William Asliton ia perfectly safe, trards the ayeiitio in widen tho acoicleiit had 
aud will bo hero instantly. Do not make your- taken jdaoe, ^\hilc tho stranger, Ihon^'h ho 
self anxious ou his aceoiint— Falo has bingularly seoincd to hi‘sitato between tho desire to assist 
preserved him. You, madam, arc exhausted, and tlic wish to leave her, was obliged, in common 
and must not think of rising until joii Imo liunnnity, to oppose her both by entreaty and 
some assistance mure siutahle than mine.' action. 


Lucy, whoso senses were hy this time moio 
etfcctually collected, wa naturally led io look at 
tho stranger with attention. Thejo ^\as nothing 
in Ids appearance wliicli shonld ha\c rendered 
him unwilling to oiler his arni to a \oung lady 
who required sujjport, or ^\hieh could liavc in- 
duced lior to refuse his assistance ; and slic could 
not help thinking, rven in tint moriKMit, that 
ho boomed cold and rcludaiit to oi^'er it. A 
sliooting-di’css of daik cloth intimated tho nank 
of tho wearer, thcnigh eoneeale»l in ])iit hy a 
largo and loose cloak of a tlaik hi own colour. A 
Moutero cap and a black fealber dioopcd o\cr 
the wearer’s brow, and partly coiucalod Ids 
features, which, so far as seen, were daik, re- 
gular, and full of majestic, though somewhat 
sullen, expression. Some secret sorrow^, or the 
brooding spirit of boino moody passion, had 
quenched tho light and ingenuous vivacity of 
youth in a countenance singularly lilted to dis- 
play both, and it Avas not easy to ga/c on the 
stranger without a bcerel inipiessiou cither of 
l>ity or awe, or at least of^oubt and turiosily 
allied to both. 

Tho impression wdiieli Ave have necessarily been 
long in describing, Lucy felt in the glame of a 
moment, and had no sooner eiu ouiitercd the keen 
black eyes of tho stranger, than her own avcio 
bent on the ground with a mixture of ba&ldul 
embarrassment and fear. Yet there Avas a ncccs- 
bity to speak, at least she thought so, ami in a 
lluttorcd accent she began to mention lier Avonder- 
fiil escape, in Avhicli she AA'as sure that* the 
stranger must, under Heaven, have been her 
father’s protetor and her oaaui. 

lie soenicU to shrink from her expressions of 
gratitude, Avhilo lie rcjdicd abiuptly, 'I leave 
you, madam,’- Iho deep melody of bis voice 
rendered powerful, but not liarsh, by something 
like a severity of tone— 'I leaAT you to tiie jiro- 
lection of those to Avhom it is jiossihle you may 
have tliis day been a guardian anwl.' 

Lucy was surprised at llic ambiguity of liis 
language, and, with a feeling of artless and un- 
airected gratitude, began to deprecate tho idea 
of having intended to give her deliverer any 
offence, as if such a thing liad been possible. '1 
have been unfortunate,’ she said, *in endeavour- 
ing to oxnress my tliaiiks--! am sure it must be 
so, though 1 cannot recollect Avhat 1 said — but 
would you but stay till my father— till the Lord 
Keeper comes — would you only permit him to 
pay you liis thanks, and to inquire your name.’ 

*My name is unnecessary,' answered tho 
stranger ; 'your father - I Avould rather say Sir 
William Ashton — ^Avill learn it soon cnougli, for 
all tho pleasure it is likely to afford him. ' 

' Yoi^ mistake him,’ said Lucy earnestly ; ‘he 
will be grateful for my sake and for his own. 
You do not know my father, or you are deceiving 
me Avith a 'story of his safety, when ho has already 
fallen a victim to tho fury of that animal.* 

When she had caught this idea, she btartod 
from tho ground, and endeavoured to press to- 


‘Oii the AA'ord ot a gentleman, mailain, I tell 
}ou the truth ; yuir l.ilhcr is in perfect safety; 
juu A\ill expose jouihdf to injury if you venture 
back A\heie the he id of AAild cattle grazed,-' If 
you AAill go for, ha\ ing once adopted the idea 
that her l.ither was still in danger, she pressed 
forw'ard in .spite ot him ‘If you tvi/l go, accept 
my arm, ^though I am not ]>erhai>.s the person 
who can Aviih most propriety otlcr you su])j)orl.' 

Hut, Avillumt hcc'ling this intimation, Jany 
took him at his Avord. ‘0, if you be a man,' 
slic said, -‘if you be a gentleman, assist mo to 
find my father ! You shall not lea\e me you 
must go Avitli me - ho is dying iicrhaps Avliilc*^ aao 
are talking licre ! ‘ 

Then, Avithout listening to excuse or ajiology, 
and holding fast by the stranger’s arm, tlioiigli 
unconscious of anything save the support Avliich 
it gave, and Avithout which she could not have 
moA'ctl, mixed Avilh a vagin* feeling of fueveuting 
his c.scaju* from her, she was urging, and almost 
dragging him forward, when Sir William Ashton 
came up, lollowod.by the ft male attendant (f 
blind Alice, and by two Avood-cutters, Avhom ba 
had summoned Iroin tlnir ocen})alioii to hia 
assistance, liis joy at seeing his daughter safe, 
overcame the suiprise Avith A\hicli ho would at 
another time have heheld her hanging as fami- 
liarly on tho arm of a sti anger, as she might 
have done upon his own, 

‘Lucy, my dear Lucy, are }ou safe ^ —are you 
well 1 ’ AAxro the only W’oi ds t hat broke from him 
as lie embraced ber in ecstasy. 

‘I am aatII, sir, thank (Jod ! and still more 
that I see you .*;o ; — but this gentleman,’ .she 
said, quitting his aim, and shrinlving from him, 
‘Avhat must ho think of me V and her eloquent 
blood, llusliing over ii(*ck and hroAV,^&poko Jjoav 
much she an as ashamed of tho freedom AvitJi 
Avliicli she had craA^i’d, and catii eomiicllod, his 
as^istaIlce. 

‘Thi‘i gentleman,' said Sir William Ashton, 
‘Avill, 1 tnist, imt regiet tho tiouhlo Ave have 
giAcu him, when 1 assure liim of tho gratitude of 
the Lord Keeper for the greatest service Avhich 
one man ever leiidensl to another — for tho life of 
my cliild — for my own life, which he has saved 
hy his bravery and j>reseneo of mind. Ho W’ill, 

I am sure, permit us tc icqiicst' 

'Reipiest nothing of ME, iriy lord,’ said tho 
stranger, in a stern and peremptory tone ; * 1 am 
the Master of RavcnsAAuod.' 

There was a dead jiauso of suriiriso, not un- 
mixed witli less pleasant feelings. Tho Master 
wrapped himself in his cloak, made a haughty 
inelinatiou towards Lucy, muttering a few worcls 
of courtesy, os indistinctly heard as they seemed 
to 1)0 reluctantly uttered, and, turning from 
them, was immediately lost in tho thicket. 

^ * Tho MostoT of Kavenswood \ ’ said the Lord 
Keeper, when he had recovered hia momcnlary 
I astoniahment — * Hasten after him — stop luin— 

\ hcR him to speak to me for a single moment.* 

\ The tvfo foresters accordingly set oil In pursuit 
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of the stranger. They spe(*(lily reappeared, and, 
in an embarrassed and a^skward maiiuor, said 
tbo goutlcjiian v(MiId not r(‘turii. Tiio Loi'd 
Keejier took oin' of tin; tellows aside, and ejues- 
tionod bini more elosely wliat the aster of 
liaveiiHWood ]jad siid. 

*}le just said lie wadiia come back,’ said tlio 
luaij, witfi the eaiilioii of a prudent S(.otsnian, 
who eared not to ])e the l)earer of an unpleasant 
enviiul. 

‘ Ho said sonndhing more, sir,’ said tlic L«ud 
Keeper, ‘and 1 insist j>u know'ing what it was.’ 

‘Why, then, iny lonl,’ said the man, looking 
down, ‘lie sai(I -Jluf it wad he nae pleasure to 
your lordship to lieai it, for 1 daresay the Master 
meant nae ill.' 

‘That's iK/iie uf your concern, sir ; I desire to 
he.ir the very words.’ 

‘ Weel, then,’ leplied the man, *he said, Tell 
Sir William Ashton, that the next time he and 
I forgather, Jio will not he half sae blithe of our 
meeting as of our jiurting.’ 

‘Very well, sir,* said the Lord Keeper; ‘I 
lielievo ho allmles to a wager w’e luue on our 
hawks — ^it is a matter «d no (*oiisequene<‘.’ 

He turned to his daughter, who was l»y this 
lime so mueh reeovered as to he aide tt» walk 
homo. Ihit the etleet which the various rtH'ol- 
h*etioua, eoiiueelf'd with a seoiio so toriilic, made 
upon a mind which w^as siiseejit ihlo in an extreme 
degree, was more penmuieiit than the injury 
wliieli her neives had sustained. Visions of 
teiror, both iu sleep and in waking revet ies, 
ree.illod to lier tii(> tonu ol the furious animal, 
Jind the dreadful bellow with whuh he aeeoni- 
iviiiied Ills (.iieer ; ami it was ulwais the image 
of the Masiei of llivenswood, with his n.tliie 
nobleness of rount«*iiaiiee and form, tliat seemed 
to iiitcrpohc betwixt her and assuied death. It 
is, ]>orhaps, at all times dangeious for a young 
jicrsoii to sutler jeeoll<*etion to <lwell repeatedly, 
and wdth Loo imieli eomi>l.i<'Oiiey, on the sanio 
individual; but in Lucy’s . si 1 nation it was ahno^.t 
unavoidahhi. She liad never hapj)ened to .see a 
young mail of mien and le.ituies so i*<miantie and 
so striking as young Ravensw'ood ; but had she 
scon an hundred his e«pials ('r Jiis siipiriois in 
those pailieulurs, no one else rould have been 
linkod to her heail by the strong a>»soeiations 
of rememhered daiigei and evape, of gratitude, 
wonder, and euiiosity. I siy ciiiiosit^y, for it is 
likely that tiie >ingulaily resliaiued ami unac- 
eommodo ting manners ot the Master of Havens- 
wood, so imieh at vtivianee wdlh tlie natural 
expression ot his l(•alul<‘S ami grace of liis deport- 
ment, as tliey excited womi«M' by llie eoutrJNt, 
had th(‘ir ctleel in iiv<*in.r h'‘r attfoilion to the 
i*ecollec*tio!i She kmw little of llaviMiswood, 
or the disputes whieh hid existed heUvixt her 
, father and his, and perhajis tould iu hergimtle- 
nesa of iniml hnnUy h,iV(‘ eoiuprehemled the 
ang^ and bitter ])assjons wliieli they had en- 
gendered. But she knew that lie was come of 
noble stem ; was poor, though descended from 
the noble and the wealthy; ami she felt that 
she oonld eymi^thizo with the feelings of a 
proad mind, which urged him to ji“*oil from the 
proilbred gratitude of the new propiiotors ot his 
^ father's hoiiae and donuiiTis. Would lie have 
^ el^euped thoir ||K^kuowle«^gmenta and 


avoided their intimacy, had her father’s request 
been urged more mildly, less abruptly, and 
softened with the grace which women so well 
know how to throw into their manner, when 
they mean to mediate betwixt the headlong 
passions of the ruder sox ? This was a perilous 
nuc»lion to a.sk her own mind— - perilous both in 
the idea and iu its ooiiscciuerioes. 

Luey A.sliton, in shoil, was involved in tliose 
ma/es of the im.igiiialioii wliLeh are most danger- 
ous to the young and the sensitive. Time, it is 
true, absence, change of scene, and new faces, 
might ]>rol>a}>ly have destroyed the illusion in 
her iustaiiee as it lias done in many others ; but 
her lesidenee roinnined solitary, and lier mind 
w illicit those means of dissipating her pleasing 
\ibions. This solitude w'as eiiiclly owing to the 
ahseiico of Lady Ashton, who was at this time 
in Edinhurgii, watching the ju-ogress of some 
stale intrigue ; the Loid Keeper only received 
society out of policy or ostentation, and was by 
nature rather reserved and unsociable; and thus 
no cavalier a]»pearcd to rival or to ol)Scuro tlio 
ideal picture ot chivalrous cxcellcneo which Lucy 
had ])ictured to herself in the ^M aster of Havens- 
wood. 

Wliilo Luey indulged in these dreams, she made 
ftecpient visits to old blind Alice, hoping it wmuhl 
he easy to l(‘ad her to talk on the subject whieh 
at ])reseut she had so iiiijuudenlly admit te«l to 
oeeu}»y so large a poition of her ihouglits. But 
Alice did not in this particular gratify lier 
wishes and expeclalions. Hhe s]>oke readily, 
and xvith palhetie feeling, eoneerniiig the family 
in general, hut seemed to o])serve an es]»coial and 
cautious silence -on the suhicct of the present 
jejaesmitative. The little she said of lum was 
not altogether so favourable as Luey had antici- 
pated. She hinted that ho w'as of a stein and 
iiufurgiving eharaettu*, more read^ to resent than 
]>aidon injuries ; and Luey combined with 
great alarm tlie hints wliieh she now dropped of 
these d.ingeious (pialities, with Alice’, s advice to 
lier latlier, so einphatiedlly given, ‘to beware of 
HaveiLswood.’ 

Ihit that veiy Ilavenswood, of whom siieli un- 
ju.st suspicions had been entertained, had, almost 
immediately after they liad been uttered, con- 
futed them, by .saving at once her father’s life 
and her own. Had he nourished such black 
revenge as Alice’s dark hints seemed to iiidici^tc, 
no need of active, guilt was necessary to the full 
gratification of that e\il jiassiou. Ho needed but 
to liave withheld for an instant his indispensable 
and efifectivo assistance, and the object of his 
resentment must have |)erlshed, without any 
direct aggression on Ills part, hy a death equally 
fearful and certain. yJie eoneeived, therefore, 
that some secret jirejudicc, or the suspicions 
ineidciii to age* and misfortune, had led Alice to 
form eonclusions injurious to the character, and 
irreconcilable both with the generous conduct 
and noble features of the Master of Ravexiswood. 
And iu this belief Lucy rejiosed her htpo, and 
went on weaving her enonajitcd web of fairy 
tissue, as beautiful and transient as the film of 
Iho gossamer, when it is jiearled with the morn- 
ing dew and glimmering to the sun. 

llcr father, in the meanwhile, as well as the 
Mosior of Ilavenswood, were maUng refiections, 
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as frequent though uioio solid than those of 
Lucy, upon tho siiigulai event wliieli h.id taken 
place. Tho Lord Keepci’s lirst Insk, when ho 
returned homo, was to aseertaiu hy medical ad- 
vice that liis daughter had sustained no injiny 
from the dangerous and alanning situation in 
which she had been jdaci'd. Satisfied on this 
topic, he proceeded to ‘cvise the niCTnoiamla 
which ho had taken down from the mouth of 
the person emidoyed to interrupt the fuiicial 
service of tho late Lord Kavciiswood. Ihcd to 
casuistry, and well accustomed to ]>iaclisc the 
ambidexter ingenuity ot the har, it cost him 
little tronhle to soften tlic Icatuivs ot the tumult 
which he liad been at liist so anxious to c\- 
Hggerate. lie jucadied to liis colh agues ot the 
privy council the uceessi+y oi using conciliatory 
iiieasui’cs with young men, whoM* Iduc/d and 
temjier wTro hot, ami theii cx])ciiciice ol lite 
limited. lie did md liesilate to attrihute some 
censure to the conduct ol tho ollkci, us liaving 
been unut'ccssarily in ilatiug. 

These w^erc the contents of liis ])iihHc dc- 
sjiatehes. Tlie letters whudi he wrote to those 
jirivato friends into wdiosc iiiamigeineiit the 
matter was likely to fall, were ol a yet luoic 
favourable tenor. lie lejireseiited that leiiity in 
this case would be (Mmally ])olitic and populai, 
whereas, eoiibidcring the high icspcetwitii wJiidi 
the rites of intoi incut aie regarded in Scotland, 
any severity exercised against the J\last(*r of 
Ravennwood for jirotcctiiig thos(‘ of Ids lather 
from iiilcmiftion, w'ould l)c on all sides most 
uiifuvoui ably const lut'd. And, liu.dly, ussundiig 
the language of a generous and high - spii lied 
man, ho made it liis naiticular reqiu'st, that this 
alfaii should be pa.s.«ioa over witboutseveremdiee. 
lie alluded with dclicaey to the predlcaiueiit in 
which he himself stood with young Ihivenswbod, 
as having auccced(»d in the long tiaiii of litiga- 
tion by whicli the fortunes of that noble house 
had been so^midi reduced, and coiilcssed it would 
bo most peculiarly acceidablc lobii own fedings, 
could be iind means in some soil to eoiiiiter- 
lialaiioe the disad vantages wbieb he had occasioned 
tho family, tlioiigli only iii the pioseeutioii of 
Ids just and lawful rights. Ife tJieieforo made 
it Ids particular and peisonal itsjuest tliat the 
matter should have no fuithci e(»nse()uenees, and 
insinuated a desire that he liiriisclf .sliould iiavc 
tlio merit of liaving juil a stop to it by In, 
favourable report and intercession. It was ]>ar- 
ticularly remarkable, that, *eontraiy to Ids 
uniform practice, he made no s[iccial eomninni- 
oation to Lady Ashton upon tho siihjcet of tli<’ 
tumult; and although he mentioned tho alanu 
which Lucy had received from one of the wild 
cattle, yet he gave no detailed aecuiiiit of an 
ineidout so interesting and terrihle. 

There was much Kuiqu-ise among Sir William 
Ashton’s political friends and colleagues on 
receiving letters of a tenor so uncxjieeted. On 
com]>aring notes together, one smiled, one jmt 
up hi^ eyebrows, a third nodded acquiescence 
in the general wonder, and a fourth asked, it 
they were sure these w'eio all the letters the 
Lord Keeper had written on the subject. *It 
runs strangely in my mind, my lords, that 
none of those advices contain the root of the 
matter,* 
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But no secret letters of a contrary nature had 
1)0011 received, although tho questions seomed to 
imply the i>OHsibility of tlieir existence. 

‘Well,’ said an old gi-ey- headed statesman, 
who liad contrived, by shiffiug and trimming, 
tu niaiiitahi his post at tho hleerage through all 
the cliaiigcs of course which tJie vessel had held 
fur tliirty ye.iis, ‘I thought Sir William would 
li.io XLi’iticd lh(* «iuld Scottish .saying, “As soon 
(onH*.s the lamb’s skin to market an tho aiild 

tup’s.” ’ 

‘ Wf* must picas.' him after his own fa.shion,’ 
.Slid anotlic’-, ‘though it be an unlooked-for 
one.* 

‘A wilful mini miiuii liac his way,* aiiswcicd 
the old enuii.sclh)r. 

‘The Keeper will rue this bi foic year and day 
aic out,’ said a thud ; ‘I he Maslci* of Kavens- 
woud is the lad to wind him a piin.’ * 

‘Why, what would you do, my lords, with 
llic ]»our young fellow ^* .said a nuhle inaripiis 
piesent; ‘the Jiovd Keeper has got all Iuh 
estates— ho has not a doss to bless himself 
with.’ 

Oil whicli the aiieiciit Loid Tuuitippet implied, 

‘If he hasina to fine, 

He ]i.i> slim-, to ]>uic- 

And that was om w.t}' hefon* the I'evolution — 
Lidtur rum pnsonUy qm hinr tto/t puUsf chui 
Ilegh, my loids, that’s glide Jaw 

J .at 111.* 

‘I can SCO no motive,’ re]>licd the marquis, 
‘that any nohlc hud e.ui have for urging this 
niallcV further; h‘t lh(‘ bold Keeper have the 
l)owcr to deal in it as In* ]*lcases.’ 

‘Agicc, ngiee -lemit to the Lortl Keeper, 
with any other peisou for lasliioii’s sake Lord 
Ilirplehooly, who i.s hed-iidtleu one to he a 
quorum.- -Make youi entiy in the minutes, Mr. 
Cleik.— And now, in^ huds, there i.s that young 
.seattergood tho Laiul ot Buck law’s fine to ho 
disponed upon -I suppose it goes to my T^ord 
Tica surer ( * 

‘Shame be in niy meal-]»oke, tbnn,’ ex<‘laiiued 
bold Tiiintippel ; ‘and your hand a^e in the 
nook of it ! 1 liad .set tliat dow'ii for a hy hit 

betw’eeji me.il.s for niyser.’ 

‘To use one of youi favoiiiile saws, iny lord,’ 
lejdied the manpiis, ‘vtm aie like fin* millers 
<Iog, that lieks las lips kelore the bag is untied — 
the ni.111 is not fined yel.’ 

‘ But that e<>st.s blit twa senrts of a pen,* said 
L<ml Tuintijinet ; ‘ and surely Ibere is nao uoblo 
loid that will presume to say, tliat I, wbo hao 
eomjdied wi* a’ eoniplianccs, taen all manner of 
tests, abjured all that was to bo abjured, and 
swoiii a’ that was to bo swoni, lor tliose thirty 
years by|>ast, sticking last by my duty to tlio 
state tlivoiigli good repoit and bad rejiort, 
sliouldua hac sometliiiig now and then to synd 
my mouth wi’ after sic drouthy wark ? Eh ? * 

‘ It would bg very unreasonable indeed, my 
lord,’ replied the marquis, ‘had we either 
thought tliat your lordship’s drought was quench- 


* IVind him a pim (reel), proverbial for preparing a 
troublesome business for some person. 

f.e. Let him pay with bis person, who cannot pay with 
ms purse* 
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nbK dr obfdrved anytlimg stick ia your throat 
that req^uiWid washing down/ 

And so wo close the soeno on tlio yttvfj 
OOuncil of that pciiod. 


CHAPTER V. 

Tot* llus are all these warriors come, 

To heat an idle tale ; 

And o'er our death-accustomM amts 
Shall silly tears prevail i 

Hknky Mackenzie. 


On tho evening of the day when the Lord 
Eoeper and his daughter were saved froiii such 
imminent peril, two strangers won' snated in the 
most private ajwirtnient of a small ohscnic inn, 
or rattier alehouse called the Tod’s Don, about 
throe or four miles iroin the Castle of havens- 
wood, and as far from tho ruinous toner of 
'Wolf’s Crag, betwixt wliicli two places it was 
situated. 

One of those strangers was about forty ycais 
of age, tall, and thin in the flanks, with an 
aquilino nose, daik jicnotrating eyes, and a 
shrewd but sinister oast of countenance. The 
other was about fifteen years younger, shott, 
stout, ruddy - faced, and red-haired, with an 
open, resolute, and cheerful eye, to which care 
less and fearless freedom, and inward daring, 
gave fire and expression, notwithstanding its 
light grey colour. A stonp of wine (for in those 
days it was served out from tho cask in ]>ewtcr 
flagons) W’as idaoed on the tabic, and each had 
his quaigli or bicker* before him. But there 
was little appearance of conviviality. With 
folded arms, and looks of anxious expectation, 
they eyed each other in silence, each w lapped in 
his own thoughts, and liolcling no coinniuiiieation 
with his iiei^ihour. 

At length the younger broke silence by ex- 
claiming, 'What the foul lieiid can detain the 
Master so long ? ho must iiave misean'iod in his 
enterprise. — Why did you dissuado me fioin 
goiim with him % ’ 

' One man is enough to riglit his own wrong,’ 
said tho taller and older personage ; ' we vcnliirc 
our lives for him in coming thus far on such an 
errand.* 

' You are hut a craven after all, Craigcngelt,’ 
answered the younger, ‘ and that’s w'hat many 
folk have thought you hofero now.’ 

' But what none has dared to tell mo,* said 
Craigengelt, laying Ids hand on the liilt of his 
sworn; 'and, hut that I hold a hasty man no 
better than a fool, I would ’ - he jiauscd for his 
oompauion’s answer. 

* jycuM you?* said the other coolly; 'and 
Why do you not, then ? ’ 
cMgengelt drew his cutlass an inch or two, 
returned it with violciiee into tho 
, 1 — ' Bocauso there is a deeper stake to 
^ for, than tho lives of twenty haro- 
•tka like you.’ 



- l0VP»jf difl«r«nt sizes, ma^e out of staves 
mtfKv ^ The fiwirA was used chiefly fur driak- 
iWjgXt boM a^t a gill, and was* 
I QtjfiiweMl ntiim wtiAt!..|ui4 cMiouftly crnAnfoted 


'You are right there,* said his aompauion, 
'for if it w'ore not that these fotfisitures» and 
tliat last fine that the old driveller ThrutiPpet 
is gaping for, and which, I daresay, ia l/iju on 
by this time, havo fairly driven nio.out of 
house and homo, I were a coxcomb and a cuckoo 
to boot, to trust your fair promises of getting me 
a coimuission in tho Irish brigade, —what have 
1 to do with tho Irish brigaefo ? I am a plain 
Scotsman, as my father was before me ; and my 
gland -aunt, Lady Girningtoii, cannot live for 
ever.* 

'Ay, Biicklaw,* observed Craigcngelt, 'but 
she may live for many a long day ; and for your 
father, ho had land and living, kept himself 
close from wadsetters and money-lenders, jMiid 
^'e.'li man liis due, and lived on his ow'n.* 

'And who<»e fault is it that 1 havo not done 
so too?* said Buclclaw — ‘whose but the devil’s 
and yours, and such like as you, that havo led 
me to tho far end of a fair estate ? and now 1 
shall ho obliged, I suppose, to shelter and shift 
about like yoursolf — live one week upon a line 
of secret intelligence from Saint Germains — 
another upon report of a rising in the High- 
lands — get my breakfast and morning-draught 
of sack from old Jacobite ladies, and ^ve them 
locks of my old wdg for tho Chevalier’s hair — 
second my friend in his quarrel till ho comes 
to the field, and then flinch from him lest so 
important a political agent should perish from 
the way. All tliis I must do for bread, besides 
calling myself a captain ! ’ “ 

'You think you are making a fine speech now*,’ 
said Craigengelt, ' and showing much wit at my 
expense. Is starving or hanging better than the 
life 1 am obliged to lead, hccauso the present 
lortuncs of tho king cannot siifliciontly support 
his envoys ? * 

' Starving is honc&ter, Craigengelt, and hang- 
ing is like to ho the end onH. — But wliat you 
mean to make of this poor fellow lUveiiswood I 
know not— ho has no money loft, any more than 
I— his lands are all ])awmcd and pledged, and 
tho interest eats up the rents and is not satisfied , 
and what do you liopo to mako by meddling in 
his affairs?’ 

‘ Content yourself, Bucklaw ; I know my busi- 
ness,’ rejilied Craigcngelt. 'Besides that his 
name, and his fatiiei’s services in 1689, will 
make sucli an acquisition sound well both at 
Versailles and Saint Germains — you will also 
please he informed that tho blaster of Bavens- 
w'ood is a very different kind of young fellow 
from you. Ho has parts and address, as well 
as courage and talents, and will present himself 
abroad like a young man of head as well os heart, 
w1k> know's something moro than the speed of a 
horso or tho flight of a hawk. 1 have lost Credit 
of late, by bringing over no one that h^ sense 
to know mmo than how to unharbout n stag^ 
or tako and reclaim an eyas. Tho Mastflr has 
education, sense, and penetration.* 

'And yet is not wise enough to esoope the 
tricks of a kidnapper, Craigonj^lt ! ' replied the 
younger man. ‘But don’t be angry J want know 
you will not fight, aild so it is ss wSU p l^ve 
your hilt in ppaee and quiet, and w m in 
sober guise how you drew tho Master fAtetyour 
conMencel* 
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IBy flattering his love of vengeance, Biicklaw/ 
answered Ora^tigeit. * He Ims always distmeted 
t 'wetShed my time, and struck while his 
iempop Wke red-hot with the sense of insult and 
of wrong* He goes now to cxixjstulalo, as ho 
says, ana perhaps thinks, with Sir William Abh- 
ton. 1 say that if thev zneefc, and the lawyer 
i)Uts him to his defomi, the Master wll kill 
iiim ; for he hod that sparkle in his eye which 
never deceives you when you would read a man’s 

I mrpose. At any rate, lie will^givo him such a 
mlfying os will bo construed into an assault on 
a privy councillor ; so there will be a total brea( li 
betwixt him and government ; Scotland will bo 
too hot for him, France w'ill gain liini, aiid w*c 
will all set sail together in tlie J<>ciich biig 
L’J^poir, which is liovcring lor us oil Eyo- 
inoutn/ 

* Content am I,’ said Buoklaw ; * Scotland has 
little leftthai I care about ; and if carrying the 
Master with us will got us a better reception in 
France, wdiy, so bo it, a God’s name. I doubt 
our own merits will i)rocure us slender prefer- 
ment ; and I trust ho will send a ball through 
the Keener’s head before he joins ns. One or 
tw'o of tiiesc scoundrel statesmen should be shot 
once a-year, just to keoj) the others on their 
good behaviour.* 

* That is very true,* replied Craigongelt ; * and 
it reminds mo that I must go and see that our 
horses have been fed, and are in leadiness ; lor 
should such deed bo done, it will be no time for 
grass to grow*boneath thoir liocls,* lie j'roceeded 
as far as the door, then turned back with a look 
of earnestness, and said to Bucklaw, * Whatevei 
should come of this business, I am bure you 
will do me the justice to remember, that I said 
nothing to the Master which could imply my 
accession to any act of violence which ho hny 
take into his head to commit ^ ' 

‘No, no, not a single word like accession,* 
replied Budklaw ; ‘ you know too well the risk 
belonging to these two ton'ible words, art and 
part.* Then, as if to himself, ho recited tlie 
following lines : — 

‘The dial spoke not, but it made shrewd signs, 
Ami pointw full upon the stroke of murder ' 

‘ What is that you are talking to yourself ? ’ 
said Graigengclt, turning back with some anxiety. 

‘Nothing — only two lines I have heard u]»ou 
the stage,* replied his companion. 

‘Bumdaw,^ said Craigongdlt, ‘I sometimes 
think you should have been a stage-player your- 
self ; all is fancy and frolic with you/ 

‘ I have often thought so myself,* said Buck- 
law# ‘I believe it would be safer than acting 
with you in the Fatal Con8i)iracy, But away, 
play yoiw own part, and look after the horses 
like a groom as you are. A }>lay-actor— a stage- 

e ayer? he repeated to himself; ‘that would 
kve oeserved a stab, but that Graigengelt’s a 
eoward*-^And yet I should like the profession 
well Oftongh— Stay— let me see— ay— I would 
pome Jut Alexander-* 

Thus fmiil the grave I rise to save my love, 

■fw- ...j -.. 1 - 1 . lightning move; 


Aa witb a voice of thnnder, and hb hand upon 


his sword, Bdcklwsf repeated the ranting couplets 
of noor Lee. Oraigen^lt re-entered with a face 
of aiann. 

‘ Wo arc 'undone, Buoklaw 1 the Master’s led 
horse has oast himself over his lialter ^in the 
stable, and is dead lame — his haokn<^ will be 
set u]) w iili the day’s work, and now no lias no 
liesh liorse ; he will never get off/ 

‘ Egad, thoie will bo no moving with the speed 
of lighliiiijg tins bout,’ said Bucklaw dryly. 
‘But stay, you can give liim yours/ 

‘What ! and be Uken myself! I thank you 
for the proposal,’ said (haigengclt. 

‘Why,* ]c})licd Bucklaw, ‘if the Lord Keeper 
should have met with a mischance, which for 
my part I cannot au]>]>oao, for the Master is not 
the lad to shoot an old and unarmed man — but 
if there should have been a fray at the castle, 
you are neither art nor part in it, you know, so 
have nothing to fear..* 

‘True, true,’ answered the other, with embar- 
rassment; ‘but consider iny commission from 
Saint Germains.* 

‘Which many men think is a commission of 
your own making, noble captain. Well, if you 
will not give him youi liorse, why, d— n'it, ho 
must have mine.* 

‘ '^"ours ? * said Graigengclt. 

* Ay, mine,* icpeatcd Bucklaw ; * it shall never 
be said that I agreed to back a gentleman in a 
little affair of honour, and neither helped him 
on with it nor oil fioin it.* 

* You will give him >our horse ? and have you 
consideied the loss V 

‘Loss! wily, Grey Gilbert cost mo tw'cuty’ 
Jaeubusos, that’s lino ; but then his liacknoy is 
worth something, and his Black Moor is worth 
twice as much were ho sound, and I know how 
to handle him. Take a lat sucking mastilt 
whelp, flay and bowel him, stutt tlio body full" 
of black and grey snails, roast a reasonable time, 
and baste with oil of spikcnaid, saflron, cinnamon 
and honey, anoint with the dripping, working 
it in *— — 

* Yes, Bucklaw ; but in the meanwhile, before 
the sprain is cured, nay, before the wliclp is 
roasted, you will bo caught and hung. Depend 
on it, the chase will bo hard after Bavenswood. 

1 wish w '9 liad made our plac‘o of rendezvous 
nearer to the coast/ 

‘On my faith, then,' said Bucklaw^ *1 had, 
best go off just now, and leave my horse for him. 
— Stay, stay, he comes, I hear a horse's 

‘ Aio you sure there is only one t * said Craigen/ 
gelt ; * I fear there is a chase ; I thipk I hear 
three or four galloping together — I am sina 1 
hoar more horses than one.* 

‘Pooh, pooh, it is the wench of the house 
clattering to the well in her pattens. By my 
faith, captain, you should give up both your 
captainship and your secret service, for yon are 
as easily soared as a wild goose. Bni here 
comes the Master alone, and looking as gloomy 
as a night in November/ , 

The Maater of Bavehswhod entered tiie rdorti' 
accordingly, hia cloak mnfflled aro^md hixd, his 
arms fold^, his looks stem, ^aad at the same 
time dsjedMi*. He fluhg bi$ cloak ham him as 
enimdi tilire]iir himself upon a chair, and 
appait^ sunk in a profound revarie. 
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< WlWt Whuppencd’ Whftt Uaif^ you doneV 
Wft$ }ia$tS]y demanded by Oraigengelt and Buck* 
la’i^r m the aame xnoment. 

‘Nothing,’ was the short and sullen answer. 

^ Nothing ? and left us, determined to call the 
old villain to account for all the injuries that 
you, we, and the country have received at his 
hand ? Have you seen him i * 

* I have/ replied the Master of Ravenswooil. 

* Seen him 1 and eomo away without scUliiig 
scores which Imve boon so long duo * * said 
Bucklaw j ‘ 1 would not have expected that at 
the hand of the Master of liavenswood.' 

*No matter what you cxj)coted,* rcidied 
Ravenswood ; * it is not to you, sir, that I sliall 
be disposed to render any reason for my conduct.* 

‘Patience, Bucklaw,’ said Craigcngelt, inter- 
rupting his comi»auiou, uho seemed almut to 
make an angry reply. ‘I'lie Master lias been 
inteiTupicd xn hia purpose by some accident ; 
but he must excuse the anxious curiosity of 
friends, who are devoted to Ids cause like you 
and me.’ 

‘Friends, Captain Craigengelt!’ retorted 
Ravenswood haughtily; *1 am ignorant what 
familiarity has passed betwixt us to entitle you 
to use that expression. 1 tliink our friendship 
amounts to this, that we agreed to leave Scot- 
land together so soon as 1 should have visited 
the alienated mansion of my fathers, and had 
an interview with its )jrescnt possessor — I will 
not call him pro[irietor.* 

‘ Veiy true, Master,’ answered Bucklaw ; ‘and 
as we thought you had a mind to do something 
to put your neck in jeopardy, Craigie and I veiy 
coiirtoonsly agreed to tarry for you, although 
ours might nm some lisl: in consequence. As 
to (>raigie, indeed, it does not \ciy much signify; 
ho had gallows written on his btow in the hour 
of his birth ; but I should not like to discredit 
my ventage by coining to such an end in 
another man’s eaiisn.’ 


‘Qentlomeu,’ said the Master of Ravenswood, 
‘I am sorry if I have oi'easioned you any in- 
oonvenienoe, but I must claim the riglit of 
judging what is best for luy own aflaii-s, without 
reuaernig explanations to any one, I have 
altered my mind, and do not design to leave 
the country this season.’ 

* Not to leave the country, Ma.«ccr ! * exclaimed 
Craigengelt. ‘Not to go over, after all the 
trouble and expense 1 have incurred— after all 
the risk of alscovery, and the expense of 
demurrage ! ’ 

‘Sir/ replied the Master of Ravonsw'ood, 
•when I designed to leave this country in this 
haste, I made use of your obliging offer to 
procure me moaais of eon^’eyance ; but I do not 
leooUect that I pledged myself to go off, if I 
found occasion to alter my mind. For your 
trouble OU my account, I am soiry, and 1 tliank 
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ir expense,’ he added, pitting his hand 
'7et, ‘ admits a more solid eompensa* 
; and demurrage are matters with 
unacquainted. Captain Craigengelt, 
toy purwj tod pay youiself ae-«ording 
OiTn And accordingly he 

* Uritfh aosne gold iu it to the 
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‘Tout fingers,’ Craigio, seem to itch for that 
same piece of green network,’ said he ; ‘but X 
make toy vow to Cod, that if they offer to close 
upon it I will chop them off with my whinw. 
Since the Master has changed his toina, 1 
suppose W'o need stay hero no longer; but in 
the first place I bog leave to tell him * 

‘Tell him anything you will,’ said Oaigcii* 
gelt, ‘if you will first allow me to state the 
iiieonvenicnees lo which ho will expose himself 
by quitting our society, to remind him of the* 
obstacles to his* lemaining here, and of the 
(liflieultios attending his jiropor introduotion at 
Vei sallies and Saint Ceimains without the 
count enaneo of those who have established 
useful eoTiuexions.’ 

‘ B‘»>Id(*s foileiling the fiiendsiliip,’ said Buck- 
law, ‘ of at least one man of spirit and honour.’ 

‘Centlemen,’ said Kavensivood, ‘permit mo 
once more to assino you that you have been 
])1eased to attach to our temporary eonnoxion 
mote importance than I over meant that it 
shoiihl have. When 1 repair to foreign courts, 

1 shall not need the introduction of an intriguing 
adventurer, nor is it necessary for mo to set 
value on the friendship of a hot-headed bully.’ 
With these words, and without waiting for an 
answer, he left tlie apartment, remounted his 
horsi*, and was heard to ride off. 

‘Morthleu!’ said (’aptain Craigengelt, ‘my 
recruit is lost 1 ’ 

‘Ay, captain,* said Bucklaw, ‘the salmon is 
off with hook and all. But I will after him, 
for 1 have liad more of his insolence than I can 
well digest.’ 

Craigengelt offered to accompany him, but 
Bucklaw rejdied, ‘ No, no, captain ; keep you 
tho ebeok of the cliimiiey-uook till I come riaok; 
it’s good slee})iug in a hale skin. 

Little \cns the aulcl wife that sits by the fire, 

How cauld the wind hUws in hurle>byrle bwird.' 

And. singing as ho went, he left the apart- 
ment. 


CIIAPTEE VL 

Now, Hilly Kewick, keep good heart, 

And of thy ulking let me be ; 

But if thou art a nuin, as I urn sure thou art, 
Come o^e^ the dike and fight with me. 

Old Ballad, 

I 

The Master of Ravenswood had mounted the 
ambling hackney which ho before rode, on find- 
ing the accident which had happened to his led 
horse, and, for the animal’s ease, was proceeding 
at a slow ]>aco from the To<l’s Den towards his 
old tower of Wolfs Crag, when ho hea^ the 
galloping of a horse behind him, and, looking 
back, perceived that he was pursued by young 
Bucklaw, who had been delayed a few minutes 
in the pursuit, by the irresistible temptation of 
giving the hostler at the Tod’s Den some rooipe 
for treating the lame horse. This brim delay 
ho had made up by hard galloping, and now 
overtook tho Master where the roadmvctmd a 
waste moor. ‘Halt, sirt* cried BneklaW]; ‘1 
am nopolitloal agent---'no Captain 
whoso ufii is ua]poft«n^ to bo baaifdea iq 
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ijtofenoo of W honour. I am Frank Hayston of 
Buoklaw a&4 uo man injures me by worn, deed, 
sign, or look» but be must render mo an account 
ofit.* 

* This is all yery well, Mr. Hayston of Buck- 
law,' replied the Master of Kaveiiswood, in a 
tone the most calm and indiderent ; * but I have 
tjo quarrel with you, and lesire to liavc none. 
Our roads homeward, as well as our loads through 
life, lie in different directions ; there is no 
eiKCABion for us crossing each other.' 

*Is there not?' said Bucklaw impetuously. 
* By Heaven ! but I say that there is, tliougli — 
^ou called us intriguing adventuiers.’ 

* correct in your icoollcction, Mr. Hayston ; 
it was to your companion only 1 applied that 
’pithet, and you^Hpw him to he no Ijcttcr.' 

'And what then f Ho uas iny companion for 
the time, and no man shalL insult my cuin]>auion, 
right or wrong, while he is in my coiiqiany.* 

'Then, Mr. Hays! on,’ ic]»lied Kavenswood, 
with the same composure, ‘you should choose 
I’our society better, or yon nie like to have 
nuch work in your capacity of their champion, 
io liome, sir, sloop, and have more reason in 
^ouT wrath to-morrow.' 

'Not so, Master, you have mistaken your 
nan ; high airs and wise .saws shall not carry it 
jff thus. Besides, you termed mo bully, and 
iron shall retract the word beloio we ]»art.* 

'Faith, scarcely,* said Ravenswood, 'unless 
i^ou show me better reason for thinking myself 
nistaken thaif you are now producing.’ 

'Tlion, Master,’ said Bucklaw, 'though I 
diould ?>e BOiry to offer it to a man of your 
piality, if you will not justify your incivility, or 
•ctraci it, or name a place of meeting, you must 
lore undergo the hard word and the hard blow.’ 

‘Neither will be necessary,’ said Ravenswoo<l; 
1 am satisfied with what 1 have done to avouL 
in affair with you. If you are serious, this 
dace will sefve as well as another.’ 

'Disxpount, then, and draw,’ said Bucklaw, 
letting him an example. 'I always thought 
ind said you were a pretty man ; I should bo 
lorry to report you otlierwiso.’ 

'You shall have no reason, sir,’ said Ravens- 
vood, alighting, and putting himself into a 
losture of defence. 

Their swords crossed, and the combat com- 
nenoed with great spirit on the jiai't of Bucklaw, 
vho was well accustomed to affairs of the kind, 
ind dUtinguishod by address »nd dexterity at 
lis weapon. In the present case, however, ho 
lid not use his skill to advantage ; for, having 
ost t^per at the cool and contemptuous manner 
n whicn the Master of Kavenswood had long 
ofiisod, and at length granted him satisfaction, 
ind urged by his impatience, he adopted the 
lart of an assailant with inconsiderate eagerness, 
fhe Master, with equal skill, and much greater 
ibmposure, remained chiefly on the defensive, 
ind even declined to avail himself of one or two 
dvantMes afforded him by the eagerness of his 
At length, in a desperate lunge, 
irbkii be followed with an attempt to close, 
luokjaw’s foot slipped, and he fell on the short 
pnusiy tori rni wMob they were fighting. ' Take 
rotn* life, sir/ said the Master of Ravenswood, 
ti)M4 it| if you oiAj' 


' It would bo but a cobbled piece of w^ork, I 
fear,’ mid BuefcIsW. riding slowly, and gathering 
up' bis sword, nmob less disoonoerted with the 
issue of the combat than could have been expected 
from the imjiotuosity of his temper. ‘ I thank 
you for my lilc, Master,’ lie pursued, 'There is 
my hand, I bear no ill-will to yon, either for my 
Ijad huk or your belter swordmansbip/ 

The ^ra.st<‘r looked steadily at him foi* an 
iustaiit, then ex i ended his hand to 
'Hutklaw,* ho Huid, ‘ joii arc a gimerogS fellow, 
and I have done you vi roiig. 1 heartily ask your 
))aidon for the expression which oilended you; 
it was hastily and jiicaiitiously uttered, and 1 
am conviiH ed it is totally misapplied/ 

'Aie you indeed, Maslei said Bucklaw, his 
face lesiiiiiiiig at oiue its natural expression of 
light-hearted carelessness and audacity ; ‘ that is 
more than I ex]>eeiwl of you ; lor, Master^ men 
say you are not icaily to i oil act your opinions 
and your language.’ 

‘Not when I have w'cll considcied them,’ said 
the Master. 

‘Then }OU aic a little wiser than 1 am, for 
1 always give my fiicud satisfaction first, and 
c\i>lanatioii aiteiuards. If one of us falls, all 
accounts aio settled ; if not, men aio never so 
ready lor jicacc as aftiM* w'ar.- But what docs 
that bawling brat of a boy want ? ' said Bucklaw. 

' I wish to Heaven ho had come a few minutes 
soonci ! and yet it must liavo been ended some 
time, and perliajis this way is as wtII as any 
other.* 

As he spoke, the boy lie mentioned came up, 
cudgelling an ass, on which he was mounted, to 
the top of its sj>ccd, and sending, like one of 
Oshiai/s heroes, his ■voice helorc him,— ‘ Gentle- 
men, —gentlemen, save yourselves ’ for the gude- 
wile bailc us tell ye there were folk in her house 
liad taen Ga}>taiu Ciaigcnplt, and were socking 
lor BuekUw, and that yo behoved to lidefor it.’ 

' By iny faith, and that’s veiy tnie, my man,* 
said Bucklaw ; ' and there’s a silver sixpence for 
}o\\r news, and I would give any man twice as 
iiiuch as would tell me whieh way 1 should ride.’ 

‘That will I, Bucklaw,’ said Kavenswood; 
‘rido home to Wolfs C’rag with mo, Thoro are 
plac^es in the old tower wlicre you might lie hid 
WTro a thousand men to seek you,’ 

‘ But tliai will bring yon into trouble your- 
self, Master ; and unless you be in the Jacobite 
SCI ape already, it is quite needless for mo to drag 
you in.’ 

‘ Not a whit ; I have nothing to feat,’ 

* Then I will ride with you blitbely, for, to 
say the tmth, I do not know the rendezvous 
that Craigie was to giiido us to this nij^t ; and 
I am suro that, if he is taken, he will tSl all tbo 
tmth of me, and twenty lies of you, in order ia 
save himself from the withie.* 

They mounted, and rode off in company accord- 
ingly, striking off the ordinary road, and bolding 
their way by wild moorish unfrequented pa^s, 
with which the gentlemen were well acquainted 
from the exercise of the chase, butthronip which 
others would have had much difficuli^ in traobig 
their course. They rode for some tim^ in silence, 
midriug eucb haste as the condition of lUvens- 
wood's horse uennittedL until tdgbt having 
pMUjr eimd around them^ they olsc^tbitt^ 
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thoir apood, both from the difficuJtjr of discover- 
ing their j»ath, and from the hope that they were 
beyond the reacli of pursuit or observation. ' 

'And now that we have drawn bridle a bit/ 
said Buoklaw, ‘ 1 would fain ask you a (question, 
Afaster.' 

'Ask, and welcome/ said Ravenswood, 'but 
forgive my not answering it, unless 1 think 
jjroper.' 

'Well, it is simply this/ answered his late 
antagonist, — ‘AVhat, in the iioiue of oldSathan, 
could make you, wlif» stand so highly on your 
reputation, think for a moiiieut of <1 rawing u[> 
with such a rogue as Craigeiigclt, and such a 
scapegrace as folk call Bucklaw ? * 

‘ Simply because I was desperate, and sought 
dca])8rato associates/ 

* And what made you break oif from us at the 
nearest ? * again demanded Bucklaw, 

‘Because I had cliaugcd my mind,* said the 
Master, 'and ronoiinecd my enter] »rise, at least 
for the present. And now that I have answered 
your , questions fairly and frankly, tell me w hat 
makes you associate with Craigcngolt, so iiuicli 
beueath you both in biith and in spirit ?’ 

‘In plain terms/ answered Bucklaw, ‘ because 
I am a fool, who have gambled aw’ay my land in 
these times. Afy graml aunt, Lady Giinington, 
lias tacii a new tack of life, I think, and 1 coiihl 
only hoj)o to get something by a ehangt* of 
government. Craigio uas a sort of gambling 
aeqiiaintaneo ; he siw my condition ; and, as 
the devil is always at one’s elbow, told me fifty 
lies about his credentials from Veisaillcs and liis 
interest at Saint (Jei mains, ])romisc<l me a cap- 
tain’s eominission at Baris, and I have been ass 
enough to put rny thumb under bis licit. 1 dare- 
say by this time lie has told a dozen Pictty 
stories of me to tlie govern inent. AikI this 
is what I have got by wdiie, women, and dice, 
cocks, dogs, and liorscs.* 

'Yes, Bucklaw',’ said the Master, 'you have 
indeed nourishod iu your bosom the snakes that 
arc now stinging you.* 

'That’s home as well as true, Alastcr,’ ivplicd 
his companion ; ' hut, by your leave, you Iiave 
nursed in your bosom one great goodly snake 
that has swallowed all the rest, and is as sure to 
devour you as my half-dozen arc to make a meal 
oil all that’s left of Bucklaw, wdiich is hut what 
lies between bonnet and boot-licel.’ 

‘ I must not,’ answered the Alastor of Ravciis- 
wood, ‘ challenge the freedom of speech iu which 
1 have set example. What, to S[>eak without a ; 
moUphor, do you call this monstrous passion, I 
which you eharg(' mi' with fostering j 

'Revenge, my good sir, levengo ; w’hieh, if it 
be as geutlouianhkf' a siii as W’ine and W’assail 
with their rf exteras, is oijually niiehristian, and 
not so bloodless. It is better breaking a park- 
pale to watch a doe or damsel, than to slioot an 
old man/ 

'I deny the purpose,’ said the Master of 
Raveiiswood. ' On my soul, 1 had no such in- 
tention ; I meant but to confront the opjiressor 
ere I loft my native land, and uphiaid him 
ivtth his tyi*anny and its consequences. I would 
. have stated my wrongs so that they would have 
hia sQiu within him.' 

Btit hngy " Bucklaw, 'and ho would 


I have collared you, and cried help, and then you 
would have shaken the soul out of him, I 
! suppose. Your very look aud manner would 
have frightened the old man to death.’ 

' Consider the provocation,’ answ'cred Ravens- 
w'ood — ‘consider the ruin aud death procured 
and caused by his hard-hearted cruelty — an 
ancient liousc tkstroyed, an affectionate father 
murdered ! Why, in our old Scottish days, ho 
that sat quiet under such wrongs, would have 
been held neither lit to hack a Iriond nor fa(‘» 
a foe.’ 

‘ Well, AI aster, 1 am glad to see tliat the devil 
deals as cunningly with ollur folk as ho deals 
with me; for whenever 1 iiin about to commit 
any lolly, he jiersiiades me it is the most ncces- 
eaiy, gallant, geiitlcmaulike fliijig on earth, and 
I am up to saudlegiiths in the bog before 1 sco 
that the giouiid is soft. And you. Master, 
might have turned out a murd — a homicide, 
just out of ])urc ics]>cct lor your father’s memory.’ 

‘There is moie sinisc iu your langiinge. Buck- 
law',’ re])lied the Alastor, ‘ lliaii might have been 
evj)ccied fioni ;>oiir coikIucL It is too true, our 
vices steal ui>oii us in loniis outwardly as fair as 
those of the demons whom the sujiei stitious 
rei>rcsent as intriguing w ith the liumaii race, aud 
are not discovcicd in their n.itive hideou-sness 
until W'o have clasped them in our arms/ 

‘But wo may throw them fiom us, though,’ 
.said Bucklaw, ‘and tJiat is w'h.it 1 shall think 
of doing one of those days,— that is, w’hen old 
Lady Girningtou dies.’ 

‘l)id you evtr licar the rxpre.ssion of the 
Euglisli divine^’ saiil llavcnswood — ‘ “Hell is 
paved witli good intentions ” — as much as to say, 
they are moie oltcn foniicd than executed * 

‘ Well,* replied Bucklaw', ‘ but 1 will begin tins 
blessed night, and have dctenniiied not to drink 
aliovc one quait of wine, iiiile.ss your claret be of 
extraordinary quality.’ 

‘You will tiud little to tempt yftu at Wolfs 
Crag,* said the AI aster. ‘ 1 know not that I can 
promise you more than the slielter of my roof ; 
all, and moie than all, our .stock of w'ino and 
provisions w'as exhausted at the late occasion.’ 

'Long may it he ere ])r()vision is needed for 
the like pur])o.se,’ answ’ered Bueklaw'*, 'but you 
.should not drink up the last flask at a dirge ; 
there is ill luck in that.* 

* There is ill luck, I think, in whatever hoi ongs 
to me,’ said Ravcnsw'ood. ‘ But yonder is Wolfs 
Crag, and whatov'cr it still contains is at your 
service.* 

The roar of the sea had long announced their 
ap]iroach to the cliffs, on the summit of which, 
liKo the nest of some sca-eagle, the founder of 
the forialico had perched lii.s oyile. The palo 
moon, which had hitherto been contending with 
flitting clouds, now shone out, and gave them a 
view of the solita^ and naked tower, situated 
on a projecting cliff that beetled on the German 
Ocean. On three sides the rock was preotpitous ; 
on the fourth, which was that towards the land, 
it had been originally fenced by an artificial ditch 
and drawbridge, but the latter was broken down 
and niinous, and the former had been in part filled 
up, so as to allow passage for a horseman into tho 
narrow court-yard, encircled on two sides with low 
oflioes and stables, partly ruinous, and closed OD 




THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR 


SD5 


tho landward front by a low eiiibattlod wall, 
while tlie remaining side of tho (niadraugle w^ia 
ocenpied by tho tower itself, MJiich, tail and 
narrow, and built of a greyish stone, stood 
glimmering in tho moonlight, like the sheeted 
8t>ectro of some huge giant. A wilder or more 
dwDOUSolato dwelling it wes peihaps dilfienlt to 
conceive. The soiuhrous heavy sound of the 
billows, successively dashing against tlie rocky 
beach at a })rofouiul distaTiee beneatli, was to the 
car W'hat the landscape was to the eye —a symbol 
of uuvaiicd and monotonous melancholy, not 
umninglcd with honor.* 

Although tho night not far ailvanced, 
there was no .sign ot living inhahitanl about Ibis 
lorloni abode, execpting lliat one, and only one, 
of the nairow mitk sts.iehelled v\in(lov\s wJjitli 
appeared at ineguldi- Jieights .ind distames in 
the walls of tho building, show ed a sTuall glimniei 
of light. 

‘There,* said Ikneiiswood, ‘siU the only male 
domestic that lemains to the house .of Kaveiis- 
vvood ; and it is well tlmt ho docs uinaiii tlieie, 
‘'inco otherwise, we had little hope to tiinl either 
light or tile. Ihil follow^ me eautiously; the 
road is narrow, and admits only one hoi so in 
front.’ 

In cfTect, the path led along a kind of isthmus, 
at tho j>cninsular extiemity of whieh the tower 
was situated, with that exclusive attention to 
strength and seeiiiity, in preleienee to evciy eir- 
oumstauco of conv'eniente, v\liieh <lictated to the 
KScottish harotis the dioiee ot their situations, as 
well as their style of building. 

by adopting tho eaulions mode of anpvoacli 
recommended by the jjroprietor of this wild hold, 
they entered the court -3'ard in salety. But it 
was long ore ilie eilorts of Kavciisvvood, tliough 
loudly exerted by knocking at tho lovv-hrovVed 
pii trance, and lepcatod shouts to Caleb to open 
the gate and admit them, received any answer. 

‘ The ol(f man must bo departed,’^ ho began 
to say, ‘or fallen into some tit; for the noise 
I liavu niadu would have waked the seven 
bleepers.' 

At length a timid and liesitatiiig voice replied, 
— ‘ Master — Master of Kavensvvood, is it you ^ ’ 

* Yes, it is I, Calel) ; o]>eii the door f|uiekly ’ 

‘ but is it yon in very Mood and body ? For 
I would Booiiev face titty dcevils as my masters 
gliaist, or even his wraith - -wherefore, aroint 3 e, 
if ye were Ion times my master, unless ^0 como 
in bodily shape, lith and liinh.^ 

* It is I, yon old fool,’ answcied Ilavcnswood, 
‘in bodily shape, and alive, save lliat lam lialf- 
doad with cold.’ 

Tho light at the uirper window disappeared, 
and, glancing from loophole to loophole in slow 
succession, gave intimation (hat the b'^arer was 
in tho act of dosceiuling, with great deliheralion, 
a winding staircase occupying one of the turrets 
which graced tlie angles of the old tower. The 
tardiness of his, descent extracted some exclama- 
tions oOmpatience from Ravenswood, and several 
satha irom his le.ss patient and more mercurial 
vomt^nion. Caleb again paused cro ho unlioltcd 
the door, and once more asked, ,if they wero men 

* [Wolfs Crag and Fast Castle. See the Authors ex« 
plaoation in his introduction to Chronicles of the Canon^ 


of mould that demanded entrauco at this time of 
niglit ? 

‘ Were I near you, you old fool,* said Biicklaw, 

* I would give j^ou sufficient proofs of my bodily 
condition.' 

‘ 0 [tcii the gate, Caleb,’ said his master, in a 
iiKue soothing tone, partly from his regard to 
I lie aiieieiit aiul faitli fill seneschal, partly perhaos 
heeaubo lie thought that angry words would to 
thiowii away, so long as C’aleb liad a stout iron- 
clenched oaken door betwixt his person and tho 
.sjicakers. 

At length C^aleb, with a treinbluig hand, 
undid the hais, opdud tho heavy door, and 
stood hefoie them, exliihiting his thin giey 
hails, ]>ald forehead, and sharp high features, 
illuminated by a ijuivering laiiij» whieli lie hf*hl 
in one hand, while lie shaded and protected its 
thime with the other. The timorous, courteous 
glance whieh lio threw aiouiid him— the cirect 
of the ])aitial light mioii his white hair and 
illuTuiiKd features, might have made a go«><) 
painting; hut c*ur tiavelleis weie too iiniiatient 
for se( 111 it}*^ against tlio rising stoim, to permit 
them to indulge themselves 111 stiid3'iiig tlio 
pietiireMjue. ‘Is it you, my dear master? is 
it you ^ouiself, indeed f’ excjaiinod the old 
domestic. ‘ I am wae 3e suld hae stiido waiting 
at 3'ouraiii gate ; hut wha wad Juic thought o* 
seeing 3 e sac sune, and a strange gentleman with 
a’— (Ijere ho exelahned aj)ait, as it weie, and 
to some iiimatft t>f tho tower, in a voice not 
meant to he heard by those in the court — 
‘Mysie - Myhie, woman ; stir for dear life, and 
get thc lire mended ; take the aiild three-legged 
stool, or oiiything that’s readiest that will 
make a lowc).— I doubt wc are but puirly pro- 
vided, no e.xpecting ye this soino months, wdieu 
doubtless 3’c wad hae been icceivcd conform till 
your lank, as gude right is ; hut nathclcss’ 

‘ KathclcbS, Cah‘h,’ said the Master, ‘ wo must 
have our horses put u]>, and ourselves too, tlio 
best way wo can. I hope you arc not soiry to 
see me sooner than you expected f ’ 

‘Sony, my loid ! — I am suie ye sail aye ho 
my lord wi’ ihoncst folk, as your noble anoestois 
hae been thcpe three liuiidred years, and never 
asked .a Whig’s leave. »Sony to sec the Lend of 
Ilaveinsw ood at ane o’ his am castles ! ’—(Then 
again ajmrt to his unseen associate behind tho 
seieeu—* Mysie, kill the brood -hen without 
IhiukiTig twice on it ; let them care that ooino 
aliint.) — No to say it’s our host dwelling,' he 
added, turning to 15 ueklaw ; ‘ buijust a strength 
for the Lord of Havensw'ooil to floo until,— that 
is, not to j\ci\ but to retreat until in troublous 
times, like the piesent, w^licn it was ill con- 
yement for him to live farther in the country 
in ony of his bettor and mair principal manors ; 
but, for its antiquity, mai&t folk think that 
the outside of Wolf's Crag is worthy of a largo 
perusal.* 

‘And you aro determined wo shall have time 
to make it,* said Kavonswood, somewhat amused 
with tho shifts tlio old man usod to detain thorn 
without doors, until his eonfederato Mysie had 
mode her prej^rations within. 

* 0, never mind tho outside of tho Iiousc, my 
good friend^’ said Bucklaw ; ‘‘let's see the in- 
I sidoi and let our horses seethe stable, that’s all,* 
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‘6yo3, sir-^ay, sir— unquestionably, sir —my 
lord and ony of his liononriible companions ’ 

^ “Sfeut our Jiorscs, my old frieinl — onr horses ; 
they will be dead-foiimiored by standing hero in 
the cold after ridiii;' hard, and mine is too good 
to be spoiled ; tlieielbre, once inon*, onr hordes,’ 
exclaimed Ihieklaw. 

‘ True —ay - your horses -yes - I Avill call the 
grooTiis and sturdily did fJaleb roar till the old 
tower rang again, ‘John -AVillinin — Saundei*& ! 
— The ladb are gane out, or sleeping,’ he observed, 
aPler pausing for an answer, n liieli be knew that 
lie had no human diaiiee of receiving. * A’gaes 
wrang when the Mastei’s oiit by ; l)iit Til Uk<* 
care o’ yonr eattle niysel’.’ 

‘I tbink yon bad betln*,’ sdd ll.iveii^wood, 
‘olher'wise I .s<*e little ibimi* tluii being 
attended to at all.’ 

* Whisht, niy lord, — 'whidd, foi (»od\ sike,* 
said Caleb, in an iinploiing lone, and ajuil !>) 
his master ; ‘it j^diniia n'gjid \oui am eiedil, 
think on mine ; avo’ 11 bie li.iid ineu<*li walk to 
inak a deeenl nigld o’«, wi’ a’ the lees 1 ein 
tell.’ 

‘ AVoll, well, never mind,’ said Ids niaslt i ; ‘ go 
to the stable. Thcio is bay and corn, 1 trust 

‘On ay, ident}" of Iniy ami eoiii;’ ibis w.n 
uttered boldly and aloud, and, in a lowei tone, 
‘ there was soim* liulf-tons <r aits, and bonie 
lait»s o’ moaflow^-hay, l(‘ft after the buiial.’ 

‘Ver}’' well,’ siid Kavenswood, taking the 
lamp from his doimstic’s unwilling hand, *I 
avill .show the stiaiig«*r np-staiis myself.* 

*I canna think o’ lliat, my loid ; if je wad 
but have five minutes, or ten minutes, or at 
maist a quarter of an hom’s jiatiema*, and look 
at the line moonlight ]n<*sj)eet (d’ the Iliss^ and 
Noitli Berwiek Law* till 1 soit the Innses, 1 
a\onld inai.sbal up, as leasoii ia \e suld be 
maishalled, ^ttiir loidslii]) and >our lionourable 
\isitor. And J liae lockit nj) llie siller (undle- 
bticks, and the lam}) is not fit ’ -- 

‘It will do very well in the meintinie,’ s.dd 
Ravomswood, ‘and you will Ii.ne no dilhculty lor 
want of light in the stable, foi, if I recollect, half 
the roof is oil*. ’ 

* Vciy true, iny lord,’ replied Ibo tnisty adher- 
ent, and wdlli iradj^ W’it iiiotantly added, ‘and 
the lazy .S( later b)ons liave never <*ome to jmt it 
on a* tliisw'hile, vour loidbhij).’ 

‘If 1 w'evo di‘-’poheil to jest at the eulamitics 
of my house,' .said ]ia\eusw’ooil, as ho led the 
way iij)-Mtaira, ‘ pool old ChIuI; would Inniish me 
with amide means. Jfis passion consists in le- 
presenting lliings about our miserable vumge, 
not aJ9 they are, but aa, in hia opinion, they 
ought to be ; and, to say the truth, 1 have boon 
often diverted with the poor wreteli’.s expedients 
to Nijpply what be lliougid w'as cs.soiitial for the 
credit of the family, and his still more goiievous 
apologies for the want of those ailielos for w'liieh 
his iu^nuit^ could di^e()ver no siiUstitute. But 
though the lower i none of the Lirgcot, I shall 
have fiome trouble williout liini to find the apuit- 
meut in which Ibeie is a tne.’ 

As ho apf»ko Urns, he o]>cned the door of the 
hall. * Here, ai least,’ ho said, ‘ there is neither 
) hearth nor harbour,’ 
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It wa.s indooil a secuo of desolation. A large 
vaulted i-ooin, the beams of which, combiiiod 
like those of Westminster Hall, were rudely 
carved at the o.\’tremitic3, ivinaiued nearly in 
the situation in which it had been left after 
the entertahiment at Allan Lord Ravenswood's 
funeral. Overturned pitchers, laid black-jacks, 
and pew'tiT stonps, and fiagons, still encumbered 
the large oaken table ; glasses, those more 
peiishable implements of conviviality, many olf* 
which had been voluntarily sacrificed by tlio* 
guests in their entlinsiastie pledges to favourito 
toasts, strtwvul the stone floor with thoir frag- 
nnmts. As for the articles of jilate lent for the 
pnijiose by fiiends and kinsfolk, lliose had been 
eaiefiilly willMliaw'n so soon as the o.stcntations 
display of festivity, e«pially imnceessary and 
stiangely timed, had been made and ended, 
TS’olhmg, in slioit, KMiiained that indicated 
wealth ; all the signs weie tliose of recent waste- 
iiilnoss, and j)ie‘-ent df'-olation. The black 
elotli bangings, wbifb. on the late mournful 
occasion, lejilaeed lbt‘ talteied moth-eaten 
tap<‘stiies, liad been ]Kntly juilled dow’ii, and, 
dangling iiom tin* wall in iiiegular festoons, 
disclosed the rough stonc-w'oik of the building, 
iinsinootliod eil lu r by plasli r or the chiael. Tito 
seits thrown ilown or left in disoulei*, intimated 
the careless contusion which liad concluded the 
mournful reved. ‘ This room,’ said Ravenswood, 
liolding uj) the lamp - ‘ this room, Air. Haysion, 
was liotous w'h(*u it should liav'e been .sad ; it is 
a just retiiliution that it sliould now be sad 
wbfn it ought to )>e ibeeiful.’ 

They lett this diseonsolid(* apartment, and 
w'enl u])-stnirs, where, after opening one or two 
doors in vain, Ravens woo<l led the way into a 
little matted anteroom, in which, to their gieat 
j‘>> , they found a tolerable good fii e, wdiifdi Mysie, 
by .some .such e\'])e<lirnt us ("aleb ha<1 suggested, 
had .supplied with a reasonable quantity of fuel, 
(dad at the heart to .see moie of ('omfort than 
the eastlo had yet seemed to oiler, Bueklaw 
nibbed bis hands lieavtilv over the tire, and now 
listened with nnoe complaeeney to the apologies 
which the Mast er of Raveubwoorl otTcred, ‘ Com- 
foi-t,’ ho .saiil, ‘ I cannot ]>rovide for you, foi I 
have it not for myself; it ia long since these 
w^alls liave known it, if, indeed, tliey w'orc ever 
aequaiiited with it. Rlicllerapd safety, 1 think, 

I can promUc you,’ 

‘ Kxccllent mat tens, Master,’ rejilied Bueklaw’, 
‘and with a mouthful of food and wine, positively 
all 1 can rcquii*e to-night.’ 

‘ I fear,’ said the Master, ‘your supiior will bo 
a poor one : I hear the matter in discussion 
betwixt Caleb and Mysic. Poor Bal(Jer.ston is 
something deaf among.st Ids other aceomplish- 
ments, so that mucli of what ho means sciould 
be spoken aside is overlicard hy the whole 
audience, and espoeially by those from whom he 
is mo.st anxious to eoiieeal Ids private maiiojuvrrs 
-Hark 1 ’ 

TJiey listened, and heard the old domestio's 
voice in conversation with Mybie to the following 
ctfeet. ‘ J list mak the best o’t, mak the o’t, 
W’OTuau ; it’s easy to put a fair foco on onything.* 

‘ But the aiild brood-hen !— she’ll be as teugh 
as bow-strings and bend-leather 1 ’ 

'Say ye made a mistake— say ye suids a 
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iiiistako, Mysie/ repliod the faithful scncsolial, 
iu a sootluug and uudortoiied voice ; *• tak it a* on 
youi*scr ^ never let the credit o’ the house suiTer.* 

‘But the brood-hen,' rcnion si rated Myaic, — 
* oil, she's sitting some gate uiicath the dais in 
the liall, aud 1 am feared to gai» in in llie dark 
for the bogle; and if 1 didna .sec the bogle, I 
could as iU see the li i, ior it’s jui loirk, and 
there’s no another light in tlic liouso, s,ivc that 
very blessed lain)) Avliilk the ^Master lias in his 
ain hand. And if J had Ihe lieu, .slu'’s to 
and to draw, and to dtess ; Jiow can I do iliat, 
and Ihoin sitting hy the only lire we liave ?' 

‘ Weel, wcfl, JMysie,’ said tJie Initlrr, ‘hide yo 
there a wee, and I’ll try to get the laiMp ^^iled 
away frae them.’ 

Accordingly, ‘aleh lialdcrhton ciiterid the 
anartinent, little a*\.irc that so miieh of his by- 
])lay had been auilihle there. ‘ \\ ell, Caleb, my 
old friend, is there any ehaiiec ol supper '' ’ said 
the Master of lia\enswuo(l. 

‘ Chance of su])i»er, 3-011 r lordship I ’ said ( ’/ileb, 
vitli an emphasis of strong seoni at the implied 
doubt, — 'Hftw sliould tbero l»e ony «|iiestion <»1 
that, and us in 3 our lordsliip’s house ^--(’haiieo 
of su])j>er, Indeed ! - lUit yo 11 no ho for lailelier 
jneat't There’s wallli o’ l.it ]»ouliry, ready 
either for spit or hrander.— TJio fat capon, 
Mysio 1 ’ ho added, calling out as boldly as it 
sueb a iliiiig liad been iu existence. 

‘ Quite unnecessary,’ said I Jueklav , v lio deemed 
liimself bound in eouilesy to relieve sonn* part of 
the anxious ibulh'rs pernloxit}’, 'il you have 
anything cold, or a morsel of broad.’ 

‘The best of Ijaunoek.l’ excl.u’med Cah»b, 
inueh relicve<l ; ‘and for eauld nusd, a’ that we 
liac is eauld oneucli, - how licit mai.'.t of t In* eauld 
meat and [)a.stry was gien to the puir lolk after 
the ceremony of intcniicnl, as giido reason- was; 
iievenheleas ’ 

‘(’ome, Ofilcb,’ said the Master of Kavens- 
wood, ‘1 inaist cut this matter short. This is 
the young Laird of llueklaw- ; he is under liiding, 
and 'therefore, you know ’ 

‘ He’ll bo nae nicer than 3-oiir lordship’s lionour, 
I’se warrant,’ answered Calel) cheerfully, with a 
nod of intelligence; ‘J am sorry that the 
gpiitlcinau is under distress, hut.l am blit In* 
that ho caniia say niiicklo iigano our house- 
keeping, for 1 believe his iiin pinchts may match 
ours ; — no that we ai’O ])inelied, thank (Jod/ he 
added, retracting the admission which ho Inid 
made in his tirsl l)tirat of joy, ^bnt nae doubt w'e 
arc waur atF than wo liao been or suld be. And 
for eating — what signilies telling a le(‘ ? there’s 
just the hinder end of the muttoii-ham that has 
been but three times on tlie table, and the 
nearer the bane the sw’eet<*r, as your honours 
weel kon ; and — there’s the lioel of the ewe-milk 
kebbuck, wi’ a hit of nice butter, and— and - 
that’s a* that’s to tmst to.’ And wdth great 
alacrity he produced his slender stock of ])ih)- 
visioBS, and j)laood them w'itli mneh formalit3' 
upon a small round table betwixt the two genlb*- 
men, were not detorj’cd either hy the homely 
quality or limited quantity of the repast from 
doing it full justice. Caleb iu the nieanwliile 
waited on them with gi-avc ofliciousness, as it 
anxious to make up, by his own respectful 
(pasidinty, for the want of all other attendance, 


But, alas ! liow little on such occasions can 
form, however anxiously and scrupulously ob- 
served! supply tl»o lacK of substantial fare ! 
Bucklaw, who had eagerly oaten a considerable 
lortioii of the thrice-saoked uiutton-ham, uow 
)egan to demand ale. 

‘ I wadiia just 2»resunic to rcooinineml our ale,’ 
suid Caleb ; ‘the miiiit was ill made, and there 
w'fis awin’ Ihnnner last week ; hut sicoan water 
as the tow’cr well has ye’ll seldom see, Bucklaw^ 
and that I’so eijg!ig<‘ lor.’ 

‘ But il 3 our iile is bad, 3"ou can let us have 
some w’ine,’ said IJueklaw', making a grimace at 
tlie iiKuition ol tlie i)ure element whicli Caleb so 
earnest ly reeomniended. 

‘ Wine!’ answered Caleb undauniedl3’^, ‘cneiieli 
of wine; it was but Iwa da3H svne— w’ae’s mo 
for the cause— there was as mueh wiuo drunk in 
this bouse as would bav(' floated a piminie. 
Tbere never was lack of wine at \\ oil’s Crag.*’ 

‘Do letch us some, then,’ said his master, 
‘instead of t’llking alioiit it.’ And (\iJeb boldly 
(le])arled. 

Kvery oxj>cmled bull iu tlie old eellnr did lie 
set a-tilt, and shake willi the (Ies|terate exjieeln- 
tion of eolleetiiig enougli ol llie grounds ofelaiet 
to lilt the large pewter measure whicli he carried 
in liLs hand. Alas ! each had been too devoutly 
drained; and, with all tlio K((neoziiig and 
inameuvring wludi Ids craft as a butler sug- 
gested, he could (ml3' tsdleet about half a ((uart 
that seemed lU’CMUitubh'. Still, how-ever, Caleb 
W'as too good a giuieiul to renounce the field 
without a stratagem to (over In’s letreat. Ho 
umlaindedly tliKovdown .‘in empty flagon, as it 
ho had stumbled at eutraiiec'ot tlie ujiurt- 
naoit; called ujM>n Mysh* to wipe uj) the wino 
that liad never been sjalt, and, ])laeiug the other 
vcss(d on the table, bopisl there was still enougli 
left for their honours. Th(*re was indeed; for 
even Bueklaw', a sw-orii friend to the gi’ajie, 
found no eneonragrnient to rt^iew bis first attack 
on the vintage of Wolf’s Crag, but contented 
liimself, how-over Kdiietaiitly, with a draught of 
fair w-atcr, Airangemenls were now made for 
his lejuxse ; and as the secret chamber was 
assigned for this puipose, it funiishcd Caleb w'ilh 
a fiist-rafe and most jjlausihlo ii]»ology for all 
detieieneies of fimiiture, bedding, etc. 

‘Tor w ha,’ Mid lie, ‘would have thought of 
Hie seciet eliaumer being needed ? it has not 
been used since tlie time of the Oowrie Con- 
spiracy, and 1 durst never let a w-omaii kcii of 
tlic entrance, to it, or your lionour w-ill allow that 
it W’ad not Jiae been a secret ehaumcr lang.’ 


CHAPTER VI L 

The hem ill ia hall was black anti dead, 

No boaid was dighl in bower within, 

Nor merry bowl, nor welcome bed ; 

‘lleie’s Sioiry cheer,' quoih the lltir of Linne. 

Old Ballad. 

The feelings of the prodigal Heir of Linne, 8$ 
expressed iu that excellent old song, when, alter 
dissipating his whole' fortune, he found him&elf 
the deserted inhaWtant of ‘the lonely Jodge,' 
might perhaps have some resemblanoe to those 
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of thd Master of Kavcnswood in liis dosertcd 
taaosion of Wolfs Crag. The Master, however, 
this advantage over the s])Qn<ithrift in the 
* legend, that if ho was in similar distress, lie 
could not impiilo it io his own imjwiideiuM*. 
His misoiy had been bequeathed to him by his 
father, and, joined to his high blood, and to a 
title whieh tbo courteous might give, or tho 
churlish withliold at their pleasure, it was the 
wliolo inhoritauco lie had derived from his 
ancestry. 

I’crhaps tliis niolaiicholy, yet consolatory re- 
flection, crossed tho mind of llie uiifortunalo 
young nobleman with a lucatldng of comfort. 
Favourable to calm lollcction, as well as to the 
Muses, tho morning, while it disjadlcd tho 
shades of night, had a composing and sedative 
elfect upon the sloiiny jnssioiis by which tbo 
Miister of Ilavcnswood bad been agitated on tin* 
]»roceding day. lie now lelt himself ahlo to 
aualyso the ditrerent feelings hy 'which he was 
agitated, and much n^oolved to combat and to 
Biihduo tliom. TJic morning, whieh had aristn 
calm and bright, gsve a pleas, nit etfeet even to 
tho waste moorl.iml view wliich was seen fioin 
tho castle on looking to tho landward ; and the 
glorious ocean, crisped with a thons.ind ripiding 
weaves of silver, cxtciide<l on the otlu'r siUi*, in 
awful yet complacent majesty, to the verge of 
the hori^jon. With such scenes of calm sulilim- 
ity the human heart sympalhi/es cvcil in its 
moat disturbed moods, and deeds of honour ami 
virtue aro inspired hy their majestio influence. 

To seek out Bucklaw in tho retreat which ho 
had afforded him, was tho first occujiatioii of the 
Master, after he had performed, with a scrutiny 
imusually severe, the important task of sell- 
cxaminatioii. ‘ IIow now% Bueklaw ? * w'as his 
morning’s salutation— ‘how like you tho couch 
in w'hioli the exiled hlarl of Angus once slept in 
security, when he was juirsucd by the full energy 
of a king’s rcHentincnt # ’ 

‘Um])h ! ' returned the .sh*cpcr awakened ; ‘I 
have little to complain of where so great a man 
was quartered before me, only the mattress was 
of the hardest, the vault .somewhat damp, the 
rats rather more mutinous than I w’ould hav’e 
exfieoted from the state of Caleb’s larder ; and 
if there had been shutters to that grated w imlow, 
or a curtain to the bod, I should think it, ujiou 
the whole, an im])ro\cmont in your aecommo- 
dations.’ 

‘ It is, to 1)0 sure, forlorn enough,’ said tho 
Master, looking around the small v'aiilt ; ‘but 
if you will rise and leave it, tJiilebwill endeavour 
to find you a better bnaklast tliaii your supjicr 
of last uigbt.’ 

, ‘Pray, let it bo no bettor,’ said Bucklavv% 
getting up, and endeavouring to dro.vs lumself 
as W'ell as the obwurily of the })laco would 
permit—* let it, 1 s.iy, l>c uo better, if you moan 
me to persovoro in njy ]»iopO‘,od loformation. 
The very recollection of Caleb’s hevrrago has 
done more to suppress my longing to oiien llio 
day with a morning draught, than twenty sor- 
Would have done. And you, M’nj,ter, 

^ have been able to give battle valiantly to 
yortr htwom-enake t You see 1 am in tho way 
of smothoriug tny vipers one by one. ’ 

« hav« eoniM^ucecl th^ hattlOi at leasts Buck- 

s'.;,. J.W 


I law, and 1 have had a fair vision of an angel 
who descended to my assietanco/ replied 
I Master. 

‘Woo’s mo ! * said his guest, *no vision can I 
expect, unless my aunt, Lady Oimington, shouhl 
betake herself to the tomb ; and then it Would 
be tbo substance of her lieritago rather tl^an the 
appearance of her ])hantom that I should oon- 
siefor as tho siiiqiort of my good I'esolutions. 
But this same breakfast. Master, —does the deer 
that is to nuke the pasty run yet on foot, as 
the ballad has it ?’ 

‘I will inquire into that matter,* said his 
entertainer; and, leaving tho apartment, ho 
went in search of Caleb, whom, after some difli- 
culty, ho fotiiicl in an obscuie M)ii of dungeon, 
wbuli Jiad been in fonner tiyiei tho buttery of 
the castle. Ileic tb(‘ old nun w'as emjiloyed 
busily in the doubtful task of burnishing a 
pp\vt(‘r flagon until it should take the hue and 
semblance of silver-plate. ‘ I think it may do — 
I think it might ])ass, if tlioy winria bring it 
ower mucklo in the liglit o’ the window !’ were 
the ejaculations which lie mullercd from time to 
time, as if to encourage himself in his under- 
taking, when he was iiiterruj>ted hy the voice of 
his master. ‘Take this,’ said the Master of 
Ihiv'cnswood, ‘and g(‘t what is necessary for the 
family.* And with these words ho gave to tho 
old hiitlcr the pniso wliieh had on the preceding 
evening so naiTowiy escaped the fangs of Cmig- 
cngelt. The old man shook his silvery and thin 
locks, and looked with an oxjiroosion of tho 
most heartfelt anguish at his master as ho 
'weighed in his hand the slender treasure, and 
said in a sorrowful voice, *And is this a’ that’s 
left y* 

‘Alb that is left at present,’ said tho Master, 
alFccting more cheerfulness than perhaps In 
really felt, ‘is just the green puise and the wee 
])'eklo govvd, as the old song says ; but we shall 
do better one day, Caleb.’ 

‘Before that day comes,* said Caleb, * I doubt 
tboro will be an end of an aiild sang, and an 
auld serv’ing-maii to boot. But it disua become 
mo to speak that gait to your honour, and you 
b)oking sae ]»ale. Tak back the purse, and keep 
it to be making a show before eomyiauy ; for if 
your honour would just bik a bidding, and ba 
whiles taking it out afore folk and putting it uj» 
again, tliei’e’.s iiac])ody would refuse us trust, for 
a’ tbat’.s conn* and gano yet.’ 

‘But, (Mob,’ said tlie Master. ‘I still intend 
to leave tbi.s country very soon, and I desire to 
do so with the reputation of an honest man, 
leaving no dcl)t behind mo, at least of my own 
contracting.* 

‘And glide right yc siild gang away as a true 
man, and so yc shall ; for auld Caleb can tak 
the w'yto of w'liatever is taou on for the house, 
aii<l then it will bo a* just ao man’s burden ; ami 
I will live just as W'ecl in tho tolbooth as out of 
it, and the credit of the family w^ill ba &* safe 
and sound.’ 

The Master cruleavonred in vain to make Caleb 
comprehend that the butler’s incurring the re- 
sponsibility of debts in his own jperson, would 
rather ad<l to than remove tho ob 3 CGtionS which 
ho had to their being coiitraotod. He spoke to 
a premier, too busy in devising w'ays and means 
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to pttzzle hiznself refuting the argumeiiia 
against tiieir justice or expediency. 

‘ There's Eppie Sma’trasli will ti-uat iis for ale/ 
said Caleb to himself ; ‘ slie has lived a' her life 
under the family — and mayho Avi* a sonp brandy 
— I canna say for wine— -slie is but a lone Avoman, 
and gels her claret by a runlet at a time— but 
I’ll Avork a avco drap t ut o’ her by fair means 
or foul. Eor doos, there’s the doocot— there 
Avill bo poult^ ainang tlie tenants, though 
Luckio Clurnsido bayn she has ])aid the kain 
tAvice ower. We’ll mak shiit, an it like ymir 
honour — we’ll inak shift — keep your heait 
abuno, for the house sail baud its credit as lajig 
jis auld Caleb is to the lore.’ 

The entertainment A\hieh the old man’s ev<T- 
tions of variouf^kyid j enabled him to j)rtsent to 
the young gentlemen lor three or four days aa’os 
certainly of no splendid deseri])tioji, luit it may 
j'eadily be believed it AAas set ))eforo no critical 
guests ; and even the distj’esses, excuses, eva- 
sions, and shifts of Caleb airorcled .amusement to 
the young men, and added a sort of interest to 
the scrambling and irregular style of their table. 
They had indeed occasion to seize on every eiieuni- 
htance that might serve to divcisily or eiiliA^n 
time, Avhich otlicrAviso ])assed away so licavily. 

BiioklaAV, shut out from his nsiial ficM-sports 
and joyous carouses by llie iiceessily of remain- 
ing concealed Avithiii tlie walls of the castle, 
became a joyles.s and uninteresting companion. 
When the Master of KavonsAVood avouUI no 
longer foncoior jday at shovel-hoard — A\hen he 
himself had ])olishcd to the extremity tlie coat 
of his palfrey, AAuth linish, curry comb, and hair- 
cloth— when he liad seen him oat his ])rovender, 
and gently lie doAvii in his stall, he could liardly 
help envying the animal’s apparent acquiescence 
in a life so inonotonou.s. * The stupid brute,’ he 
said, ‘thinks neither of the lace-giound nor the 
liunting- field, or liis gieeii paddock at Ihtcklaw, 
hut enjoys^iimself as comfortably when lialtcred 
to the rack in this iiiiiious A'ault, as^f he had 
been foaled in it ; and I, Avho liaAc the freedom 
of a prisoner at large, to range through the 
dungeons of this Avretclied old tower, can hardly, 
botAA'ixt whistling and sleejuiig, contrive to pass 
aAvay the hour till dinner-time.’ 

And Avitli this disconsolate reflection he 
AVonded his Avay to the bartisan or battlements 
of the tower, to Avateh Avliat olyects might ajuj* ar 
on the distant moor, or to ]ieU, Avith jichhles 
and pieces of lime, the sea-mf^vs and eormoranl.s 
Avhicn established IhemseU'cs incautiously with- 
in the roach of an iflle young man. 

KavensAVOod, AAith a mind iuealculably deeper 
and more powerful than that ot his compauion, 
had his own anxioiLs subjects of relioetiou, AA’bioh 
Avrought for him the same unhappiness that 
sheer and AAaiit of oeciipation inflicted on 
Ids companion. The first siglit of Lucy Ashton 
had boon less impressive than her image proved 
to be upon reflcctn*n. As the depth ana violence 
of that rCA'cngeful iiassion, by Avhicli ho had 
been fctuated in seeking an intervicAV Avith the 
father, began to abate by degrees, ho looked 
baok on Jijis conduct towards the daughter as 
harsh and unworthy toAvards a female of rank 
and beauty. Her looks of grateful acknowledg- 
ment, her Avords oi affectionate courtesy, Im 


been repollad with someUiing which approached 
to disdain ; and if the Master of EuA^mswood 
liad sustained Avrongs at the Iwnd of Sir William 
Awshtoii, liiS conscience told him they had been 
unliand.som(*ly resented toAvards liis daughter. 
AVhen hi** thouglits took this tuz’ii of sclf-i'c- 
]>roach, the recollection of Lucy Asliton’s beau- 
litul fcatiiics, rendered yet more interesting by 
the circumstances in Avhich their meeting liad 
taken jdacc, made an imiircssion upon his mind 
at once soothing and painful, 'rhe sAVCotness of 
her A'oicc, the (Idiocy of her cx]>rcssions, Uio 
viAjd glow (d lur lilial aflWticn, embittered liis 
icgi-<‘t at haAing i-c]»iiKc»l lier gratitude with 
rudmicss, A\hil(', at the same time, tluy placed 
ladbrc his imagiiiatn'ii a ])ictuie of the most 
seducing SAA (‘(‘Im Sf>. 

Even young llavcnsAA ood’s strength of moral 
feeling and reetitude ol i)urpos(' at once increased 
the danger of ehciiS(,hing these recollections, ami 
the lu-opcusity to entertain them. Firmly re- 
solved as lie A\iis to subdue, if jiossible, the pri’- 
doniinating a me in his eharaetor, ho admitted 
Avith AAillingness— nay, lie summoned u]> in liis 
imagination, the ideas hyAAliich it eonld he most 
])OAA’crfully eounteraclr'd ; and, A\hile ho did so, 
a sense of his oavu liarsJi eondiiet toAvards the 
daughter of his enemy natuially imliiced him, as 
if l)y AA'ay of i*ceompeiise, to invest licr Avith moro 
of graec and beauty than perhaps she could 
actually claim. 

Had any one at this ])eriod told the Master of 
Jlavenswood that he liad so lately vowed venge- 
ance against the aaIioIc lineage of him Avliom ho 
considered, not iinjustl^r, as author of liis father’s 
ruin and death, ho might at fiist haA^u repelled 
tlie charge as a foul ealinnny ; yet, upon serious 
K('lf- examination, he Avoiild have been compelled 
to admit, that it had, at one jieriod, Bomc founda- 
tion in truth, though, aceoiding to the present 
tone of his sentiments, it Avas ditfieult to uelicvo 
that this had really been the ease. 

Theic already existed in his bosom Iavo con- 
Iradietory passions— a desiie to rcA’cnge tbe death 
ol his father, strangrdy qualified by admiration 
of his enemy’s dnugliler. Against tlio fomier 
feeling he had stiuggled, until it seemed to him 
upon llm AAaiic; against tlie latter he used no 
means of resistance, for he did not susijcct its , 
existenec. That this AAas netiially the case, AA*as 
ehielly evin"(*d by liis lesuniing liis resolution to 
leave .S('otlaiid. Yi*l, tliough such AA’as his pur- 
])ose, he leniaiiied day after day at Wolfs Crag, * 
AAithoiit taking ineasuri's lor caiTying it into 
execution. It is true that lie had written to 
one or two kinsmen, who resided in a distant 
uartcr of Scotland, and iiarticulariy to the 

Idiquis of A , intimating his i>ur2)oac ; ami 

when ])rossed upon the subject by Bucklaw, he 
Avas Avoiit to allejjo the necessity of waiting for 
their icply, esiiccially that of the marquis, belore 
taking so decisive a measure 

Tlie marquis aavos ricli and i>OAvorful, and al- 
though he Avas susjiccted to entertain sentimeiils 
imfavonrable to the government established at 
the llcvolution, ho liad ncvertholcss addref-s 
cuougli to head a party in the Scottish privy 
council, connected with the High Church faction ^ 
in England, and powerful enough to menace 
those to Tfhom the Lord Keeper adhered, with 
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ft Tirobable sulmtsion of llicir power. The con- 
Siutiiig with a piM'scnago of snuli import-aiicc was 
a ])lau&ible c.vciim*, wlik-Ii liaveiibwood used to 
Buck law, tnul ]nolidl)lv to hiin<!»'lf, for eontiim- 
iug hih Ksidi'iR'o at ^Volf’s O.ig; and it was 
rcndcK'J yet inoio so by a gitieial rcpoit wliieb 
began to be eiiiTent, of a probable change of 
iniiiisters and niea'^iires in the Scottish adiniiii- | 
stratioa. Those runiouis, .strongly a.ssorted by | 
Honic, and as i-e.solutely dcniovl by others, as their 
wishes or interest dictated, found their w’ay even 
to the ruinous tower ot Wolf.s Crag, eJiieily 
through the inediiini of (\jleb tlie Inillcr, wlio, 
ninoiig his other exeellenees, was an anient 
politician, and seldom made an cAonraion from 
the old fortrc.ss to llie iieighliouring village of 
AVoirs Hope, without biingnng hack what tid- 
ings were eurrent in tin* vieinity. 

But it Jhieklaw could not oiler any sitisfaetory 
ohjeetiolis to tlio delay of tin* blaster in leaving 
Heotland, he did not the I'^ss suffer with iiii- 
patieuec the state oi inaction to which it eon- 
liiied him; and it was oidy the aseendeney w'hieh 
Ids now" Companion bad aetpiired over him, that 
induced him to siibnut to a coin sc of life so alien 
to his habits and inelinatioii.s. 

* * Y ou were wont to be though t a st ii ring, act ivc 
young fellow, Master,’ was his fre<pionL renion- 
stranee ; * y(‘t h(‘re you seem determined to live 
oil and on like a rat in a hole, with this trifling 
difference, that the wLscr vermin chooses a 
hermitage where he can lind food at hast; but 
as for us, Caleb's excuses bocoiiic longer as bis 
diet turns more spare, and 1 fcarw’t* shall le.ili/e 
the stoiies they teil of the sloth, --wc have almost 
cat up the last green leaf on the i)lant, and ha\e 
nothing left for it but to droji fiom the tree and 
break our nocks.’ 

^l)o not fear,’ said Uavenswood; Mhere is a 
fate w^atebes for u.s, and we ti»o have a stake in 
the revolution that is now iiniK-n ding, andwhidi 
already has alarmed many a ]»osoni.’ 

What fate- -w'hat revolution?’ inquired his 
comtianioii. ‘Wc liavc liad one revolution too 
znueli already, I think.’ 

Ravenswood internijitcd liim by jmtting into 
his liands a letter. 

* 0 ,’ answ'ored Bucklaw, *my dream’s ouf — 

# I thought I heard Caleb Ibis moi’iiing ]>re.ssing 
.some unfortunate fellow to a (biuk of cohJ ivatcr, 
and assuring him itw'a.s )>ettei for bis stomach in 
the morning than ale or brandy.’ 

‘It W’as my Lorrl of A 's ••oiirier,’ said 

Itavriibwood, ‘who was doomed to eKperienre his 
ostoiitalious hospitality, which I believe ended 
in sour beer and liorriiigs. -Head, ftnd you wdJl 
see the nows he has brought ns.’ 

‘I will as fint as I can,’ said Bueklaw, ‘but I 
ftm uo groat clerk, noi d(>e.s his lordsliip bcem to 
bo the first of scribes.’ 

(Tht* reader will })tM u'^e, in a few seconds, by i 
thp ftid of our friend fkallantyiio's* ty])es, what 

' tbOk: Bueklaw a good half-hour in perusal, though 
ft$lsidtod by the Master of liavcnswofAl.) The 
Ifehor wfts as follows ; - 

HokoUKABTR Uirii CoiMK, --Our 
heor^ COfinmftUdations premised, these eonie to 

, * Note J*. Tht Ballantya^Jk ^ 


assure you of the interest which wo take in 
your welfare, and in your purposes towanls Its 
augmentation. If wc have been less active in 
fdiowingloitb our ( frecti\e good-will towards you 
Kian, as a ]o\ iiig kinsman luid blood-rclative, W’e 
would Avillingly have dtsiic J, w’c* request tliat you 
wdll impute it to lack of oi>portiinlty to show our 
good -liking, not to any cc>ldno 8 S of our will. 
Touching your resolution tc travel in forcigii 
paits-, as at this time wc hnhl tlic same little 
juhisable, in respect that your ill-willei'S Way, 
according to tl»c custtun of .such persons, impute 
motives for your jouiiicy, wliercof, altliough we 
knoivand })elicve you to ))c as clear as ourselves, 
yet natliele.ss their word.s may find credence in 
pUees when* the b(‘lief in them may nuieh pie- 
.)udi<*e yon, and which wt .sljf *iltl H*e w’ith more 
iiuv\i]lingnc.ss and displcasiiic than with means 
of remedy. 

‘Ha\iug thus, as be(‘ometh our kindred, given 
yon our ])00i mind on the subject of y^oiir journey - 
mg fort 11 of Scotland, W'c w(»uld willingly add 
ii.isoiis of weight, which might matenally ad- 
vantage you and ytm fathci’s house, thcieby to 
detciinine you to ahulc at Wolfs (hag, until 
this hfirve.st scvison .shall he ]tfi.s.si‘d over. But 
wliat sayeth the ])rov(‘ib, rcrbiim snpirnfi, — a 
w'uid is more to him th.ii hath wisdom tlian a 
seimou to a fool. And alheit w'c have written 
this jioor Rcridl with our ow’ii hand, and are well 
assured of the fidelity of our messengci, as him 
that is many ways hounden to us, yet .so it is, 
that .sliddery w’ay.s crave wary walkilig, and that 
we may not jicril n])on paper matters which W'fl 
would gladly imparl to you hy word of mouth. 
AVlierofoie, it w^us our ]uir]»os(‘ to have prayed 
you heartily to come to this barren Highland 
country to kill a &tag, and to tieat of the matters 
which we are now iiioic ]uiin(ully inditing to you 
aiicnl. But commodity doe-! nrU .ser\e at present 
foi .such our meeting, wditdi, llicrcforc, shall ho 
(hfcired until sic time as wc may in all mirth 
lohcarsc those thing.s whereof we now keep 
.silence. Meantime, we j»ray^ you to think that 
we ere, and will .still he, yowi good kinainan and 
wcll-w’ishei’, waiting but tor limes of whilk w’o 
do, as it were, eidertaiii a twilight jirosjiect, and 
appear and hope t»/ be also your ellectnal well- 
doer. And in which liope wo licaitily WTito 
our-self, 

‘Rigid Honourable, 

‘ Your loving cousin, 

‘ A . 

‘Given from our jiooi house of B , etc.’ 

►Superscribed— ‘ For the right lionoiirahle and 
our honoured kiiismaii the Ma.ster of RaVens- 
w'ood — These, Avith haste, haste, ])Ost haste — 
ride and iim until lhe.se be delivered.’ 

‘What think you of this epistle, Bueklaw?’ 
said the Master, when liis compainon had 
hammered out all the sense, and almost all 
the Avords of A\hich it consistea. 

‘ Truly, that the marquis’s moaning is as, great 
a riddle as his inaiiuseript. He i.s really in much 
need of Wit’s Int(*rpretcr. or the Complete liotter 
Writer, and were I you, t would 8end4iim a copy 
by the bearer. Ho writes you very kindly to 
remain wasting your time and your money in 
this vile, fltupid, oppressed country, without so 
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'mucli as offering you tlie countenance and sliolicr 
of li is house. In my opinion, lie has some scheme 
ill vi‘*>v in wliicli ho siipjioses yon can be useful, 
mill lie wishes to keep you at hand, 1o make use 
of you when it ripens, rchcrving the powtu* of 
tiuiiiug you adi’ilt, should liis plot iiiil in the 
concoction.’ 

* His ylot ? — then you supj>ohC* it is a treasoii- 
al)le business ? ’ aiiswei. I lUveuswoo<l. 

‘ What else can it bo ' ’ leidicd ISueklaw ; ‘ the 
marquis has heeii long suspected to have an eye 
to Saint Germains.’ 

‘ Ho should not engage me rashly in such an 
adventure,’ said RavousA^ood ; ‘ulien I reeolleet 
the times of the thst and seeond (’liarles, and of 
the last James, truly I see little reason that, as 
a man or a patriot^ 1 should diaw my swmd for 
their descendants.' 

‘lliim]»h!’ leplied Hucklaw ; ‘so you have 
set yourself down to mouin over the eroii-eared 
dogs, whom honest Glavci’se tieatcd as they 
deserved ? ' 

^Tliey lirst gave the dogi» an ill name, and 
then hanged them.’ lejdied Ra\enswond. *I 
liopc to SCO the day when justice shall bo opened 
to Whig and Tory, and wJien these niekpanios 
shall only be used among eotlee-hoiiw* i>olitieians, 
as slut and jade are among apph'-Avomeii, as cant 
terms of idle spite and rancour.’ 

‘That Avill not be in <»in days, blaster— the 
iron lias entered too deepl} into our sides and 
our souls.’ 

‘It will II;, however, one day,’ rcplieil the 
Master; ‘men will not ahAa}s start at these 
nieknaiiics as at a trumpet sound. As so( ial life 
is fietter jiroteetod, its eomtorts Avill b(*eome too 
dear to bo lia/aided without some better leason 
than speculative imlities.’ 

‘ It is fine talking,’ answered lliicklaw; ‘but 
iny heart is with the old song, — 

To see good corn upon the ligs, 

And a g.fllows built to hang *br Whigs, 

And the light rcstmed whcip the liglit shovld be, 

t), that the thing that >^(juld wanton me.' 

‘You may sing as loudly as ^ou will, ennfahU 
mcuns^'- answered the Mastei ; ‘but I belkwe 
tlie manpiis is too A\ise, at least loo wary, to 
join you in siidi a buideii. 1 suspect lie alludes 
to a levobition in the Scotlisli pjivy counei), 
rather than in the Iliitish kingdoms.’ 

‘0, confusion to your stale tricks' ’ exclaimed 
lJucklaw, ‘your cold, (aleulnliug mameiiMeM, 
wliich old gentlemen in wioujflit iiigliteaps and 
furred gowns execute like so many games at 
cliess, and displace a ireasuier or lord commis- 
sioner as they w'ould take a rook or a pawui. 
Tennis for my sport, and battle for my canjcst ! 
My racket and my sword for iiiy plaything and 
bread-W’iuner ! And you. Master, so drej* and 
considerate as you would seem, you have that 
Avithiii you makes the blood boil faster than suits 
your present humour of moralizing on political 
truths. You are one of those wise men who 
SCO everything with great eoinjiosnvo till their 
blood ^is up, and then — Avoe to any one who 
should put them in mind of their own pindential 
maxims ! ’ 

‘Perhaps,* said Ravenswood, ‘you read me 
more rightly than I can myself, but to think 
justly will certainly go some length in helping 


me to act so. Rut hark ! I hear Caleb tolling 
the dlnnor-bcU.’ 

‘ Which h'i always docs Avilh the more sonorous 
grace, in proportion to the mcagronefS of tlio 
eheei which he has jU'ovided,’ said Bucsklaw; ‘as 
it that infernal clang and jangle, w’hieb will one 
day hung the belfry dowui the cliff, could convert 
a starved bon into a fat qajjon, and a blade-bone 
of mutton into a bauneli of venisoli.* 

‘ 1 wisli w’c may be so well off as your worst 
oonjcclures surmise, Bncklaw, from the extreniH 
solemnity and eei oniony with wliieh Caleb seems 
to place on the table that solitaiy covered dish.* 

‘ fTneover, Caleb ! nneover, for jjeaveu’s sake ! ’ 
said Bncklaw; ‘let ns have what yon can give 
us without preface. —Why, it stands wtII enough, 
man,’ he eontimied, addiessing im]^atiently Iho 
ancient butlei, who, without lejily, kept shifting 
the dish, until lu hod at length placed it witii 
mathematical precision in the very midst of the. 
table. 

‘Wliat have we got here, CJalcb?’ inquired 
the Master in his tuin. 

‘Ahem ! sir, je Mild liavo known before ; hut 
his honour the Lainl of Bueklaw is so impatient, * 
aiisw^ered Galeb, still holding the dish with ono 
hand, and the » ovei with the other, w'itli evident 
leluciame to disc lose the eontciits. 

‘ But what is it, a (h)d's name not a pair of 
clean spurs, 1 liope, in the Border fasliion of old 
times ? * 

‘Ahem * aliem !’ leitfialcd C’.ileh, ‘your honour 
is pleased to bo facetious-— natlieless, I might 
jnesume to say it was a convoiiicnt fashion, and 
used, as 1 have lieaid, in an honourable and 
tliriving family.* But loueliing your present 
dinner, 1 judged that this being Saint Mar- 
garet’s Eve, wiiowas a worthy queen of Scot- 
land in her day, your lionouis might judge it 
decorous, if not altogether to fast, yet only to 
sustain nature with some slight refection, as ano 
saulted licrring or the like.’ And, uiicovoring 
tJic dish, he displayed four of the savoury fishes 
which lie inenlioiKMl, adding, in a subdued tone, 
‘tliat they weio no just eominon lieiringneithw, 
])enig eveiy aiie melleis, ami sauted with un- 
common care by the hoiusekeeper (poor Mysie) 
for Iiis houours’esjxcial use.’ 

‘Out upon all apologie-s ’ ’ .‘.aid llie Master; 
Met u^ eat the bei lings, since tbci’o is nothing 
better to bo bad ; 1ml I liegin to tliink W’ith you, 
Bueklaw, that we aie consuming the last green 
Icaf^ ami that, in s]>ito of the marquis’s political 
maidi illations, we must positively sliift camp for 
want of iorage, without waiting the issue of 
them.’ 


C1IAP7EE VIII. 

Ay, and when liuntsmen wind the merry horn, 

And from its covert starts the featful prey, 

Who. warm d with youth’s blood in his swelling vein?. 
Would, like lifeless clod, outstretched lie, 

Shut out from all the fair ci-cation ofters? 

Etmwai. 1), Scene /, Acf /. 

Light meals procure light slumbers ; and 
therefore it is not surjirising that, considering 


ISce Dr. Taylor’s Histork Families p. 234.] 
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few which Caleb's oonacienre, or liis nccessih^ 
asaumixig, as will somclimes ljaj)]>eii, that clis- 
guiae, had assigned to tlio guests of Wolfs Crag, 
their slumbers should have been aliort. 

In the inonuiig Ihicklaw riisliod into his host’s 
apartment with a loud halloo, which might have 
awaked the dead. 

* Uj) ! up*! in the name of Heaven —the hunters 
are out, tlie only pi(*ee of sport I have seen this 
month ; and you lie here, Master, on a bed that 
has littlo to recommend it, except that it may 
be something softer than the stone tloor of your 
aneestor’s vault.’ 

‘1 wish,’ said Riivenswojxl, i-aisiug liis head 

i ieovishly, ‘you had forborne so early a jest, IMr. 
fayston — it is really no pleasure to lose llie very 
short rc]>ose which I had just begun to enjoy, 
after a iiight sj)cnt in thoughts upon fortune f;n* 
harder tlian my coiieli, Jhicklaw.' 

‘Pshaw, pshaw!’ replied Jiis guest ; ‘get up 
— get up — ^the hounds are ahi oad 1 have saddled 
the horses myself, for old Caleb uas oalliiig for 
grooms and lackeys, and would never have 
proceeded without two hours’ apology for the 
absence of men who "were a hundred miles off. 
— Get up, Master — I say the hounds are out 
— get U]>, 1 say — the hunt is iqn’ And off ran 
Bucklaw. 

‘And I .say,’ said the Master, lising slowdy, 
‘that nothing can coiieern mo loss, Wliose 
hounds come so near to us ? ’ 

* The Honourable Lord BittlcbraiusV answered 
Caleb, who had followed the impatient Laird of 
Bucklaw into his master’s hcdioom ; ‘and tndy 
1 ken iiae title thc^ liave to bo yowling and 
howling within the Ireedoras and iniinunitie** of 
your lordship’s right of free foreotry.’ 

‘Nor I, Caleb,* replied Ravenswood, ‘exee]»t- 
ing that they liave bought both the lauds and 
the right of forestry, and may think themselves 
entitled to exercise tlic light* tliey liave 2»aid 
their money for.’ 

‘ It may be sac, my lord,’ ie\>Vied Caleb ; ‘but 
it's no gentlciuaii’s dml of ibem to come Iktc 
and exercise such like light, and your loiddii]> 
living at your aiii c.tsUc of Wolfs ('lag. Lord 
Bittlobralns ivould do iveel to i omciiibei wliat liis 
folk have been.’ 

‘And we "what we now are,’ said the Master, 
w’itJi suppresse<l In tterness of feel ing. ‘ Bu t reach 
me my cloak, Caleli, and I will iiululgo Bucklaw' 
With a sight of this cliase. Ir is selfish to 
sacrifice my guest ’.s jileasurc to my o>vi\’ 

‘Saerificcl’ echoed Caleb, in a tone whicli 
seemed to imidy the total absurdity of liis 
master making tlie least concession in defereneo 
to any one— ‘»Sa ‘lificc, indeed ! - luit 1 crave your 
honour’s iiardou - and Avliilk doublet is it your 
])leasuro to wcai* 2 ’ 

‘Any one you w’ill, Caleb— my w’ardrobc, I 
suppose, is not very extensive.’ 

‘ Not extensive ' ’ euhoed hi.i assistant ; ‘when 
there is the grey and silwr that your lordship 
bestowed on How Hildebrand, j^our outrider — 

' wud the French velvet that wont with my lord 
yotir father — (bn gracious to him 1) — niy lord 
ymir <hth<nr*S auld wardrobe to the puir hiends 

^ ^of the family— ai>d the draji-de-bcrry ’ 

‘“\TOdi I to you, Caleb, and which, I 
la the only dress >ve have any chance to 


oomc at, except that I w^oro yesterday— pray,* 
hand mo that, and say no more about it*’ 

‘ If your honour lias a fancy,’ replied Caleb, 

‘ and doubtless it’s a sad-oolourcd suit, and you 
arc in mourning— nevertheless I have never tried 
on the drap-do-berry— ill wad it become me— 
and your honour having no change of claiths at 
this present — and it’s wcel brushed, and asthci-o 

arc Icddicb dow'ii yonder * 

‘Ladies!’ said Itavciiswood ; ‘and wdiat ladies, 
pray i ’ 

‘ Wliat do I ken, your lordship ? - looking downi 
at them fiom tlie Warden’s Tower, 1 coiud but 
sec them glent by wi’ tbeir bridles linging, ai|d 
their feathers fluttering, like tJic court of lilf- 
land.' 

‘ Well, uel], Caleb ’ rcj)Iicd the M^tor, 'halp 
me on with iny cloak, and hViiifi me* my kvoitl- 
bclt. —What clatter is that in the court*yard ?’ ^ 

‘Just Ihickliiw bringing out the horses,’ said 
Caleb, after a glance tbrough the window,' ‘asjf 
tlierc w'ciciia iiicu eneiieh in the castle, or as if I 
couldna serve flic turn of ony 0’ them that are 
out o’ the gait.* 

‘Alas! Caleb, we shoulil want little, if your 
ability w'erc e^xual to your uill,’ icjilied his 
master. 

‘And I hojic your lordship disna want that 
muckle,’ said Caleb ; ‘for, considering a’ things, 

I trust we sujijiort the credit of the family as 
weel as things uill ])ermit of— only Bucklaw is 
aye sac frank and sac forward. — Aucl there ho has 
brought out your lordship’s ])alfrcyt without the 
saddle being deeoied wi’ the broirlercd suinpter- 
cloth ’ and I could have brushed it in a minute.’ 

‘ It is all veiy w'cll,’ said Iiis master, esea]iing 
from him, and descending the narrow and steep 
w’indiug staircase, w'hi(‘h led to tbe court-yard. 

‘ It nnuf b(* a’ very wcel,’ said Caleb, soniew'hat 
])eevi.shly ; ‘ but if 3'our lordshiii w'ad tarry a bit, 

1 will tell you w’hat will nof be very w'cel.* 

‘ And wiiat is that ? ’ said lbi\ tviswood im- 
patiently, but stop2>iiig at tbe same time. 

‘Why, just that yf‘ suld s]»ecv ouy gentleman 
hamr to dimier; for 1 esuna mak anither fast 
on .1 feast day, as when 1 cam owci Bucklaw wi’ 
(^)nccu Margaiet -and, to si)oak liuth, if your 
lordshiji wad hut ])K*asc to cast Miursel’ in the 
way of dining wi’ Lord Bittlcbi.iius, I’se wairaud 
I wad cist about biawly loi the morn; or if, 
’stead o’ that, ye w'ad but dine wi’ them at the 
change-house, je might mak }our shift for the 
lawing; >p migliUsay had foigot your purse 
'—or tliat tlie carliiic nwcfl yc rent, and that ye 
wad allow* it in the settlement.’ 

‘Or any oilier lie lliat came ujiiicrmost, I 
.suppose?’ said his ma'-ter. ‘Cood-hye, Caleb; 

I commend your care for the honour of the 
family,’ And, throwing liimself on his horse, 
he followed Bucklaw, wlio, at the manifest risk 
of his neck, had begun to gallop down the steep 
uith W'hieh led from the tower, as soon as ho saw 
llavpusw’ood have his foot in tlie stinoip. 

Caleb Baldcrston looked anxiously ailtor tbetn, 
and shook his thin grey locks. — ‘ And I tniM; that 
they will come to no evil— but they have 
the plain, and folk cannot say but that the horse 
arc hearty and in siiirits.’ 

Animated by tlie natural impetuosity and fire 
of his tem^wr, young Bucklaw rushed on with 



BRIDE OF LAMMERMOQR 


408 


the careless spood of a wliwlwind. RAvcnswood 
was scarce moderate in his pace, for his was 
a mind unwillingly roused from contemplative 
inactivity; but which, when onoc put into motion, 
acquired a spirit of forcible and violent j)rogrch- 
sioii, Keither was his eagerness pro])ortioiied in 
ail cases to the motive ot iinpulsc, bifl might b<' 
compared to the speed of a stone, Avhich iush(‘s 
with like fury down the b 1, whether it was iiist 
put in motion by the arm of a giant or the hand 
of a boy. He feJt, therefore, in no onlnmry 
degme, the headlong imjmlso of tlie eliasc, a 
])astime so natiiial to youth of ail ranks, tliai it 
seems rather to be an inheient passion in our 
animal nature, wliich levels all dillerenees ol 
rank and education, than an acquired haliit ol 
rapid exercise. 

The relocated hufsts of tin' French lioin, which 
wiis then always used tor the encouragcincnt and 
direction of tlic liounds — the deep, though dis- 
tant baying of the j)ack —the hall-heard cries of 
the himtsinen — the half-seen forms which were 
discovered, now emerging from glens which 
crossed the moor, now sw'ceping over its surface, 
now picking their w’ay where it w'as impeded by 
morasses ; and, above all, the feeling of his own 
rapid motion, animated the Master of itavens- 
wood, at least for the moment, above the rccol- 
lectiona of a more ])ainful nature by which In* 
was siuToiinded. The lirst tiling wliich recalled 
him to those unpleasing circumstances, was feel- 
ing that his horse, notwithstanding all the 
advantages which ho received from nis ridei’s 
knowledge of the country, w'as uiialdo to kc(‘p 
lip with the chase. As he drew his bridle up, 
with the bitter feeling that his })oveity excluded 
him from the favoiiiitc rcci’cation of liis fori*- 
fathers, and indeed, their solo emuloyment when 
not engaged in military pursuits, no was accosted 
l)y a woll-moiintcd strangci, wiio, unobserved, 
had kept near him during the earlier part of liis 
career. • 

‘Your horse is blown,’ said the man, with a 
complaisance seldom used in a hunting-held. 

* Might I crave your honour to make use of mine 

‘Sir,’ said llavenswood, more surprised than 
l>lca§ed at such a ]»ro])OKsal, ‘ I really do not know 
how I have merited sueh a fjvour at a stranger’s 
hands.’ 

* Never ask a question about it, Master,* sjiid 
Bueklaw', who, with gi’cat unwillingness, had 
hitherto reined in liis own gallant steed, nf»t 
to outride liis host and enter^iner, ‘ Take uie 
goods the gods ])rovidc you, as the great Jolni 
Dryden says— or stay —here, my friend, lend me 
that horse I see you have been jnizzled to rein 
him up this half-lnmr. I’ll take the devil out 
of him for you. Now', Master, do you lide mine, 
which will carry you like an eagle.’ 

And, throwing the rein of his own horse to 
the Master of Ravensw'ood, he si)rang iiiion that 
wdiich the stranger icsigncd to him, and con- 
tinued his career at full speed. 

* Was over so thoughtless a being ! ’ said the 
Masted; ‘and you, my friend, how could you 
trust him with your horse ? ’ 

The horse)’ seid the man, ‘ belongs to a person 
who will make your honour, or apy of your 
honourable friends, mpst welcome to him, nesh 


‘And the owner’s name is- — ?’ asked 
Eavouswood. 

‘ Your honour must excuse me, yriU will leani 
that from himself. — If you please to take your 
friend’s horse^ and leave me your galloway, I wdll 
meet you after the fall of the stag, for I hear 
they arc blowing him at bay.’ 

‘1 iKliove, my fiinnd, it will be the beat way 
to i(‘'*o\cr your good horse for you,’ answoro'd 
llavoiKsw ood ; and, mouuting the iiag of bis friend 
Hucklaw', lie made all tbo liastc in bis power to 
the spot where th(‘ Mast of tho liorn announced 
that the stag’s caiccr was ncaily terminated. 

These jovhil sounds wcie intci mixed with the 
huntsmen’s shouts oi ‘Il^ke a Talbot! Hj'kc a 
Teviot ! now, boys, noiv • ’ and similar ehceiing 
halloos of llie olden liiniting-field, to wbicli the 
imjialicnt yelling of the hounds, now close on tho 
obje(‘t of their jiursiiil, gave a lively and niire- 
niitting chorus. Tlie at raggling ridem began now 
1'i lalJy tow’aids the scene ot action, collcctilig 
irom ditfcient jioints>as to a common centre. 

Uucklaw' kept llic stall wliieh he liad gotten, 
and ai rived fiist at tlie sjiot, wheie the stag, 
incaiialde of sustaining a more prolonged flight, 
had turned upon th(‘ lionnds, and, in the liiintor’s 
jilirase, was at bay. Witli hi.s stately head bent 
dow'ii, his hi(ic.s w’hite w itii foam, his eyes strained 
betwixt lagc and teiror, the liiintcd animal had 
now' in his turn become an object of intimidation 
to lii.s pursuers. The Ininli'rs eanie ui> one by 
one, andwatclu'd an o])portunity to assail him 
with some advanUge, wliich, in sueh circum- 
stances, rail only he doiio with caution. Tlio 
dogs .stood aloof and hayed loudly, intimating at 
once eagern('.ss and fear, and each of tho sports- 
nien seemed to expect that his comrade would 
take upon him the ])erilouH task of assaulting 
and disabling the animal. The ground, which 
was a liolloAv in the common or moor, alTorded 
little advanta,go tor a])proacliiiig the stag unob- 
served ; and general an as the shout of triumph 
Avhen HuelJaw', witli the dexteuty proper to an 
aeeomplislicd cavalier of the day, sprang from 
liis horse, and, dashing smblciily and swiftly at 
tho stag, brought him to the giound by a cut on 
tin bind leg with his .short hunting-sword. Tbo * 
]>ack, riisliing in u|>oii their disabled enemy, soon 
ended bis jiainful slniggles, and solemnized his 
fall with their elaniour--lhc hunters, with their 
horns and voieca, whooping and blowing a w?or^ 
or death -note, which resounded far over the 
billow's of the adjacent ocean. 

The luinlhinan then wdtbtlreiv the hounds from 
the throttled stag, and on his knee presented his 
knife to a fair b'lnale form, on a white palfrey, 
w’ho.se terror, or jiorhr.jis her comjiassion, liatl 
till then kejit her at some distaiico. She wore a 
black silk riding-mask, which w as then a common 
ra.shion, as well for preserving the complexion 
fiom sun and rain, as from an idea of decorum, 
wluj’li did not permit a lady to a]ipear bai'efaced 
Avhile engaged in a boisterous ^ort, and attended 
by a promiscuous company. The richness of her 
dress, hoAvover, as well os tho mottlo and form 
of her palfrey, together with the sylvan compli- 
ment iittid to her by the huntsman, pointed her 
out to Bucklaw as tho priiicijial penton in the 
field. It was not without a feeling of pity, ap- 
proaebing eTe4 tq contempt, that'tWs clutbw 
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Kflltlo Etmtor observed her refuse the huntsni^’s 
knife,' nrosented to hei- for tlie purpose of making 
the finst incision in ilic stiig’s breast, and thereby 
(iiscovering tlio (jUflIity of the venison. Jle felt 
more thnn half inclined to ]wiv Ins complimeiils 
to lior ; i)nt it had been Jhieklaw’s raisfovtiino, 
that ills habits of life liad not rendered him 
familiarly ae(|inn'ii led with the higher and better 
classes of female soeiel\% so that, with all bis 
natural iindaeity, he felt sheepish and bashful 
■w^ien it IwM'anie iieeessary to addrohS a lady of 
dist inetion. 

Taking unto himself heart of grace (to use liis 
own phrase), he did at leiigtli siniimon up resolu- 
tion onoiigh to give the fair huntress good timo 
of the day, and trust that liei .s}K)Tt had answered 
lier exi)cetation. Her aiiswei was \ery courte- 
ously and modestly expressed, and testilied some 
gratitude to the gallant eavp.lier, whose exploit 
had terminateci the chase so adroitly, wlum the 
hounds and huntsmen stsuned somewhat at a 
bland. 

* Uds daggers and seabhard, madam,’ said 
lUieklaw, wdiom this observalion brought at 
once upon liis own gi-ound, ‘ tlicie is no dillieulty 
or merit in that matter at all, so that a itdlow' is 
not too much afraid of having a pair of antlers 
in Jiis guts. I have hunted at force live hundred 
times, madam ; and I nev(*r yet saw* the stag at 
])ay, i»y land or w^ater, but I durst Lave gone | 
roundly in on liim. It is all use and wont, 
madam j and I’ll tell 3’^ou, madam, for all that, 
it must bo done with good lieed and caution ; 
nud you w’ill do well, madam, to Lave your 
hunting -sword both right sharp and double- 
edged, tliat you may strike cither fore-hamlecl or 
l)ack-hande(l, as you sec reason, for a hurt with 
a buck’s horn is apeiilous and somewhat venom- 
ous matter.' 

* I am afraid, sir,’ said the young lady, and 
her smile ivas scarce eoneealed by her vizard, ‘ I 
shall have little nse bn* suoli caiM*ful preparation.* 

* But the gentleman says very right for all 
that, my lady,’ said an old huntsman, who had 
listened to lluckhiw'’s lianngue w'ith no binall 
edification ; ‘ and I liav»* heard my father say, 
who ivas a forester at the (Jahradi, that a wild 
lioar’s gaunch is more easily healed than a hurt 
from the door's Iiorn, for so says the old w'ood- 
man's rhyme — 


If thou be hurt with liorn of hail, i' brings thee to thy 
^ bier; 

Ilut tusk of boar shall leeches heal thereof luive lesser 
fear.' 


' *'An t might advise,’ continued Buck law, who 
was now in his clement, and desirous of asHUining 
the whole managemeut, ‘a-, the hounds are sur- 
bated and weary, the head of the stag should bo 
cabbagod in order to i\wvai*d them ; and if I may 
presume to si»cak, the huntsman, wdio is to break 
up the stag, ought to drink to your good lady- 
ship’s health a good lusty bicker of ale, or a iaas 
of brandy ; for if he breaks him up without 
drinking, tho venison will not keep wvll.’ 

» This very agroeal)]e ])ivacription vecftivod, as 
will 'be resdiily believed, all acecjitation from the 
huufalman. who, in requital^ offered to Bucklaw 
tlie oompHmsiit of his ktiifo, which tho young 
lidy haa dbtdinod. This polite proffer was 
loaded Ills midtress. 


bclievO, sir/ she said, withdrawing herself 
from tho circle, *that my father, for whose 
amusement Lord Bittlohrains’ hounds have been 
out to-day, will readily suiTciider all caie of 
these matters to a gentleman of your expori- 
enee.’ 

Then, bending graeefully from her horse, sho 
wished him good morning, and, attended by 
one or two domestics, w’ho seemed immediately 
attaelied to her service, retired from tho scene 
of action, to which Bii<*klaw, too much delight cfl 
with an ojiporf unify of disjdaying his wood^craft 
to care about man or woman tilhor, paid little 
attention ; but was soon strij)pe(l to his doublet, 
with tueked-up sleeves, and naked arms up to 
the elbows in Idood and giease, slashing, ciittiiig, 
hacking, and hewing, with then precision of Inr 
Tristi-em himself, and w’raiigling and disputing 
w ith all around him euncerningnumbles, briskets, 
flaiikards, and ravenbones, tlien usual terms of 
flu* art of hunting, or of buicbery, whichever 
the reader chooses to cull it, whieli are, now 
proliably antiquated. 

When Ravensw'ood, who fullow'cd a short spare 
behind his friend, saw that the stag had fallen, 
his tcnipoiary ardour foi* the chase gave way 
to that feeling of reluctance whieli lie endurod 
at eneonntcring in liis fallen fortunes the gsze 
whether of equals or inferiors. He reined np his 
horse on the toj) of a gcuitlc eminence, from wdiich 
he observed the busy and gay scene beneath him, 
and heard the wdioo])s of the huntsmen gaily 
mingled with the cry of the dogs, a'nd the neigh- 
ing and trampling of the horses. But these 
jovial sounds fell sadly on the ear of the luined 
nobleman. The eliase, wdth all its train of 
excitations, has ever since feudal times lieen 
aceouutod tlio almost exclusive jirivilego of the 
aristocracy, and w'as anciently their chief em- 
ployment ill times of peace. The sense that he 
W’as excluded by his situation from enjoying tho 
sylvtin sjiort, w’liich his rank a&signe*d to, him as 
a special ))r(‘rc>ga1ive, and the feeling that new 
men w^ere now exercising it over tho dow’iis, 
whieli had been jealously reserved by his an- 
ccstois for their own amusement, wdiile he, the 
heir of the domain, ivas fain to hold liimself at a 
distance from their j>ai ty, awakened reflections 
calculated to dejircss dee]»Iy a mind like fiavens- 
f w’ood’s, which w'as naturally (‘ontemplative and 
^ nielanclioly. His pride, however, soon shook olF 
tills feeling of dejection, and it gave way to 
impatience upon finding that his volatile IVlend 
Bucklaw seemed in no huny to return with bis 
borrowed sterd, w’bieh Ravensw^ood, before leaving 
the iiehl, wished to sec restored to tho obliging 
owmer. As he was about tp move towards tho 
group of ttssemhlcd huntsmen, he was joined by 
a liorseinan, wbo, like himself, had kept aloof 
during the fall of the deer. 

This personage seemed sti’icken in years. He 
W’dis) a scarlet cloak, buttoning high up on his 
face, and liis hat w^as unlooped and slouohcdy 
probably by way of defence against tho w^tathor. 
His horse, a strong and steady palfrey, was 
calculated for a rider who proposed to witness 
the sport of the dav, rather than to share it* 
An attendant waited at some distance, and the 
whole equipment was that of an elderly gentle- 
man of ranV and fashion* He aoeosted Bavena^ 
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wood very politely, but not witboat flotne 
emlYairassment. 

'Yon sedm a gnJlant young gentleman, air,* 
lio said; *and yet appour an inaiflei'ent to this 
brave sport as if you had my load of years on 
your shoulders.’ 

* I have followed the sport with more spirit 
on other' occasions,* rc]»lie(l the Muster; ‘at 
present; late events in my family iimst be my 
apology — and besides,’ he added, ‘I was but 
indifferently mounted at the beginning of the 
sport.* 

think,* said tlie stranger, ‘one of my 
attendants had the sense to accommodate your 
friend with a horse.’ 

‘ 1 was much indebted to liis politeness and 
yours,’ rei>lied I’aVeiiswood. ‘ My friend is Mr. 
ITaystou of lliieklaw, whom I daresay you will 
be sure to find in the thick of the keenest sports- 
men. He w’ill return your servant’s horse, and 
take my pony in excliange - and will add,’ he 
conoluited, turning his hoi'se’s head from the 
stranger, ‘ his host acknowledgments to mine for 
the acconmiodatioii.’ 

The Master of Ravenswood, having thus ex- 
pressed himself, began to move homeward, with 
the manner of one who lias taken leave of his 
company. But the stranger was not so to bo 
shaken off. He tuincd his horse fit the same 
time, and rode in the same direction so nc.ir to 
the Master, that, without outriding him, which 
the formal civility of the time, and the respect 
due to the btiaiiger’s age and reecut civility, 
would have rendered improper, ho could not 
easily escape from his company. 

The stranger did not long remain silent. 
‘This, then,’ he said, ‘is the ancient castle of 
Wolfs Crag, oltcii meiitioued in the Scottish 
records*’ looking to the old tower, then darken- 
ing under the influence of a stormy cloud, that 
formed its i)ackground ; for at the distance of a 
short mile, the chase, having been circuitous, had 
brought the hunters nearly back to the point 
which they had attained wluui Ravenswood and 
Biieklaw’’ had set forw'ard to join them. 

Kavcnsw'ood answered this observation with a 
cold and distant assent. 

‘It was, as I have heard,* continued the 
stranger, unabashed by his coldness, ‘ one of the 
most early jiosscssions of the honourable family 
of Ravenswood ? ’ 

‘ Their earliest possession,* answered the 
Master, ‘and probably their latest.’ 

‘I — I — I should hope not, sir,’ answered the 
stranger, clearing his voice with more than one 
cough, and making an effort to overcome a 
certein degree of hesitation, -‘Scotland knows 
what she owes to this ancient family, and re- 
members their frecpient and honourable achieve- 
ments. I have little doiiht that, w'erc it propcily 
represented to her Majesty, that so ancient and 
noble a family were subjected to dilapidation— I 
mean to decay — ^inoans might bo found ad rc- 
ondific^ndmn antiqunm domim * 

‘ I wUl save you the trouble, sir, of discuss- 
ing this point further,* interrupted the Master 
haughtily. ‘ I am the heir of that unfortunate 
house — 1 am the Master of Ravenswood. And 
you, sir, wbn seem to be a gentleman of fashion 
»nd education, must he eeuelhle, that the ue^ct 




I mortification after unhappy, is the being 
loaded with undesired commiseration.' 

I ‘I begyonr pardon, sir,’ said the elder horse- 
man- -‘I' did not know — I aiU sensible I ought 
not to have mentioned— nothing could be further 
fioin my thoughts than to suppose ’■* ^ 

‘Tlicre are no apologies iieccssaiy, sir/ an- 
swered Ravenswood, ‘for here, I supiwsc, onr 
roa<ls sei)aratp, and I jivssuie you that w$ paxt in 
l»orfrct equanimity on iny side.’ 

As 8 i»caking these words, he directed his 
horse’s head tow^ards a nariow eajiseway, the 
ancient approach fo Wolfs Crag, of which it 
might bo tnily said, in the words of the Bard 
of Hope, that 

Tiavclled by ftw was the grass-rover’d road, 

Wljere the huotor of deer and the warrior trode. 

To hi. liilK tliat ciiLirclc the sea. 

But, ere he could disengage hiniM'lf from his 
companion, the y<*nug lady w^o have alwady 
mentioned came up to join the stranger, foBow'ed 
by ber servants. 

‘Daughter,’ said the stranger to tlio masked 
damsel, ‘this is the Master of Ravenswood.* 

It w'ould have been imtuial that tho gentle- 
man should have rejdied to this introdiietion ; 
hut there was sonndhiiig in the graceful form 
and retiring modesty of the female to whom he 
was thus j)resented, which not only prevented 
him from in((uiring to whom, aii(f by whom, 
the annunciation had been made, but which 
even for the time struck him al) 5 olutely mute. 
At this moment tho cloud which had long 
lowered above tho li(‘ight on which Wolfs Onig 
is situated, and which now, as it advaxiced, 
si>read itself in darker and denser folds both 
over land and sea, liidiiig tho distant objects, 
and obscuring those whicli were nearer, turning 
the sea to a leaden complexion, and the lieath 
to a darker brown, began now', by one or tw'o 
distant ])eals, to aiuioiince tho thunders with 
which it was fraught ; while tw'o flashes of 
liglitning, following earli other very closely, 
showTil in file distance tho grey turrets of 
Wolfs Crag, and more neariv, the rolling 
billow’s of fin* ocean, cicsted suddenly W'illi red 
and dazzling light. 

Tlie horse of tlic fair huntress showed symptoms 
of impatienen and restiveness, and it ])Ocarae iin- 
possil>lo for liavciisw’ood, as a man or a gentle- 
man, to leave her abi-uidly to the care of an 
aged father or her menial attendants. He was, 
or believed himself, obliged in courtesy to take 
hold of her bridle, anil assist her in ipanaging 
the unruly an iinal. W bile ho was thus engagcii, 
the old gentleman observed that tho storm seemed 
to increase— that they w’cro far from Lord Bittle- 
biains’, w'hose guests they were for the present — 
and that lie w^ould bo obliged to tho Master of 
Ravenswood to point him tho way to the nearest > 
place of refuge fiom the storm. At the same 
time, he east a wistful and embarrassed look 
towards the tower of Wolfs Crag, which seemed • 
to render it almost im])08sible for the owner to 
avoid ofTering an old man and a lady, in such an 
emergency, the temporary use of his houso. In- 
deed, the condition of tho young huntress made , 
this courtesy indispensable, for, in the course of 
tho serviOeB which ne rendered, he could not but 
pOTooive that she trembled much, eud wDw ex- 
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tremelv agitated, fiom hei appiehezisions> doubt- 
leeSf of the coming stoi m 

I hno^hot if the Mastt r of Ravonsi;vood shared 
her terrors, but Jip js not cnLiicly iice fiom 
'^oincthin^ JiKc i sinulii disoiilci ot noivps, as 
lie Ihi to\^a of ^Vol^s ( ng his 

nothing to olUi lf>ou(l the sholloi o1 its i oof, 
but if tliat c III Ik iut|)^il)b it siuh i nioiiu nt 

ho ])iiiscd as it tlio list ot the invitifion 
stick 111 his Ihioit lint till ohl gditliinaii 
liij s( ll I Diistitutid (.onipiiiion ilul not illow 
liini to iieede lioin tht jiiMtitioii, 'wliiih Ik 
had iilhci Milltrid to be inipUid tUiii diuitly 
ovpiessod 

* riio stoim,’ Slid file stiangei, ‘must be an 
apology loi \Mi\nig uitinoiiy -hi*^ daiightii 
hiilth wis i\tak she liil sntUud miuh fioni 
a lecrnt alum lit taisli 1 thin ntiusira on 
tho Mastoi of lliMTiswoo I s ]ios]iitalit iioiild 
not be altogi flu i uupiilonin in tli cuiuni 
stances of the case — Ins tliiuls sitity must 1 
deaiei to him thin teiimniy 

There w lo no loom to i lie it Tlie Misli i ol 
Ravenswood led tho 1113, continuing to kiip 
hold of the lidys biidJt to pit vent Iki hoisi 
fiom staiting at soini uu(\pi(tid < \i)losioii of 
thiindci Jit was not so bcwildtud in his own 
hmned relltction^, but that hi iciniikcd, tint 
thedc idly paleiuss which hid oeiu])iid liei m k 
ani teinjdfs, ind sudi ol hii h iturts is the iid 
mask lelt c\posid, giM pliic to i dicp aul 
loiy suttiision , anil he lilt with emban vssmint 
tint i flush wis !»> ti it yinpithy txcitid 111 
his own checks llii stimuli with w itihlul 
n ^3 whieli he dis 'iiisnl undci appidicnsions <01 
the safety of his iliuglitoi, contiiiuid to obsini 
th( cxpiessioii of tin Mastiis foiuitinaiKi i 
they aseended tin hill to olt s ( 1 ig ^^h(n 
they stood in li nit ot thit iiuiuit loitiess 
Ra\enswoods ( 11 dims wcii of a vci^ fim|lu 
ated des( nptioii , ml, as hi h 1 tin w ly into 
the Hide eouit yaiil, mil hilloo d to 1 ild> to jjit 
attendance, ihne wis a tom of stiiniiess, almost 
of heieonoss which s^eim d somcwli it alien Jiom 
the eouitesies ol one who 1 ucciviiig honomid 
gill sts 

Cileb came, and not llio pibnis^ of ilic Ini 
atnngei at tho Inst appioieh of the lliumhi 
nn the pilcness of iii> otliii 1^1 1 ly 

oMiei fiieiimsiiiKis what vei, ((piilled tint 
wh'eli OMK imo th thin died s ot the disc c 11 
Bolito scucsiIhI, when he bdidd tin mis'-iou 
of guests to till fislh, 11(1 iifheted tint tin 
dinnn lioiii w i fist ijjpic idling ‘Is lie dafi 
ha muUeicd to liims» If ‘is he d( in dif^ a tin 
gitlici, to bung loid nid hd Ins and i host of 
folk alunt them, iinl ‘wal od ck eliaj pit / 
Then apiuodi lung ihe M isle i In c lai ed j) 11 don 
for having pi^nmttiil tin ii t ol Ins ])iople to go 
out to see the hunt ol) miig, tint ‘they w id 
never think ol Ins loidshij) Kmiiig 1 nk till 
rank night, and that ho dicaded they iiiighi 
play tho truant ’ 

‘ Silence, Baldei ,ton ’ ’ s ml R u < nsw ood sf ei nly , 

* youx foUj^ 1 $ unseason ible Sn 1 ml ina 1 an,* hi 
said, toning to Ins guests, ‘tins ohl mm, md 
ayet nMta and xnoie imbtule iimilo dome stir, 
ray whole letimic. Om meins ol irtash 
jihg you are more scanty than even so inwei ible 
^ fCtiDUC; and a dwelhug^ so dila|ndatGd^ might 


seem to promise you ; but, such as they may 
chance to bo, you may command them/ 

llie eldei atiangei, stiucfc with the ruihed and 
even sivage apjHjaianco of the tower, jeadoied 
still moie disconsolate by the lowering and 
gloomy sky, and peihip*- not altogether nn 
iiio\((l by tho giave iml dtkimiued voice m 
wlinh thru host adrliessed ‘hem, looked lound 
him auMoiisly, as il he Inlf njienhd the leadi- 
inss with whiih he lud acr j led the oflored 
hos^ut ilit3 I 5 ut tlnu wisiioi nooppoilmuty 
of Herding fiemi tin sitiiitiou in wlncu he had 
pi urd liiinnh 

i\s toi C ileb, he was so iittci]> 'tunned by Ins 
mistd s piildic iinl imquilifierl acknowledgment 
ol tin nikrdiussol tin 1 uid, tint foi twoimuiites 
In could oiilv Muttu Witbm 3 ns Inbclomidal 
' ti I, which hid not kit tin la/oi kn six dajs, 

‘ Ht s diit ch in d itt ircl wml and awa wvt * 
lilt liil liie ( ihb llildcistoM, Slid he, collect 
111 ' 1 IS powiis ol iiivcntnm iml ic source, ‘if tho 
lamil} shall lose cudit, if be wcie as m id as tin 
sr\rn wis( niistris • ilc then boldly advanced, 
and in spite of Ins miski s liowiis nid impi 
tuint, gi ivtl^ asl(d, if ho should not siivo 
up soiin shglil ufrction foi tin joung Icddj, 

irnl A gl iss ot loki} 01 old si k 01 ’ 

liucc to tins ill timed tooleiy,’ said the 
W istti stcinl} ‘] lit the lioiscs into the stable, 
and mtrmipt 11s no moic with voiu absniditKS 

‘ \ oui bonom s plr isuir is to 1 1 obejed iboon 
a tlnnjfs sulCnlrb ‘invritlukss, as for tl 0 
SI k and tok i>, v\hnli it is i ot }oui nobh guests’ 
ph isuH to n C 2 >t - 

Hut Inic tin vcik rf Hiuhliw, Lend even 
dove lilt (htiriiug rf In ots iiid binying ol 
boms wilhwhuli it niinghd, iiiinmncid tliathy 
AM s aliugthc ))athw i\ to tin towei nt the head 
ol the ,^i< ltd ])iit ol the gilhnt hunting tiam 
I In dcil hr in me sn I ( ilrb taking hoait 
111 jitr (1 Ibis nrw inv i ion of 1 Inlistiiios, ‘if 
tin V slnU 1 1 it me \( t ’ Jin In lln it ne ei do 
w (P to lung smh \ rirw line, that will 
c x] ((t to fin 1 1 irtinly i phnlv is ditch wafd, 
an 1 In kdining sac absolultl} fin ease in whillv 
v\ stnid foi llie ])i(Sfnt ’ Hut 1 tiow could I 
gft ml 1 1 lliu gquijg rtOwl s r)t flunkies that 
hu w n ink the rouit \ ml it tin bnk of then 
1 tt I im 113 i ni Ji ,^(ts j If Idinent, I w>uld 
mil a 11 ht vet 

lit nn I UK which Ir to 1 to e\cdito thu 
diunlli s usoliitioii tin icidei shall Icain m 
the next (h 4>ti 
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thi 111 liked wiili 11 itl bps haled, 

\\. I tiny he ml him e dl 
( thtj f 1 j \ did gnn 

Ai d U It on L their 1 c th drr w in, 

\ they hid Icui diinkii „ all! 

Colu iD( I s Riml Ol am Ancient MARiinrR 

IT wsiov of Ihickl iw was one of the tlrauglit* 
less class who nevei hesitate between thou Ji lend 
and the n jest VA hen it w ij aimotmcod that tho 
pimcipal pel sons of the cOjaso had taken their 
louto tow aids Wolfs Crag, the huntsmen, an a 
pomt of civility, oflcied to tiansfoi the 
to that piansionp a |noiTci which 
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accepted by Buoklaw, ^\ho thought much of tbo 
astottiehmeut which thoir arrival in MI body 
would oocasion poor old Caleb Baldcraton, and 
very little of the dileinina to which ho wae about 
to expose his friend the Master, so ill eireuiu- 
stanced to receive such a paity. lint in old 
Caleb ho had to do with a crafty and alert 
antagonist, prompt at u})])lyiiig, upon all cnicr- 
gepcies, evasions and excuses suitable, as he 
thought, to the dignity of the family. 

‘iTaisc be blest!' said Caleb to himself, *ae 
leaf of the inuckle gate lias been swung to wi’ 
yestreen’s wind, and I tliink 1 can manage to 
shut the ithcr.’ 

But he was desirous, like a ])rud(‘nt governor, 
at the same time to get rid, il ]K»ssible, of the 
internal enemy, in \\lii(‘b light he considered 
almost every one who ate and diank, eie he took 
measures to exehub* those whom their jociiml 
noise now pronouiic(‘d to he near at haml. lie 
W'aited, therefoic, with impatience until his 
master had shown his two principal guests into 
the tow'cr, ainl then eoinmeneed his operations. 

‘I think,’ he said to the stianger menials, 
‘4:hat as they arc bringing the stag’s IrskI to the 
castle in all honour, we, who arc in*dwellers, 
should receive them at the gate.’ 

The unw’ary grooms had no sooner hurried out, 
in compliance w'iih this insidious liint, than, one 
iolding-door of the ancient gate being alieady 
closed by the wind, as has been already inti- 
mated, honest Caleb lost no time in shutting the 
other with a clang, which resounded fj'om don- 
jon vault to battlement. Having thus seemed 
the pass, lie foi'thwith indulged the esclmled 
huuUnnon in hi icf lurley, from a small projeel- 
iiig wiiulo\v, or shot -hole, through which, iu 
former days, the w'ardors w'ero wont to re(*on- 
Tioitro tliosc who ])rcsciited themselves hefiwo the 
gates. He gave them to understand, in a short 
and i»ithy ^peeeh, that the gate of the eastle was 
never on any account opened during nical-timcs * 
— that liis honour, the blaster of Kavcnsw'ood, 
and some guests of quality, liad just sat down to 
dinner — that then* was eveellent brandy at the 
liostler’s Avife’s a;t Wolf’s Hope dow'ii below— and 
ho held out some obscure hint tliat the reckon- 
ing would he discharged by the Master ; hut this 
was uttered in a very dubious and oracular strain, 
for, like Louis XIV., (’aleb Bablcrston liesitated 
to carry finesse sc far as direct falsehood, and 
was conient to deceive, it^ possible, w’iuiout 
directly lying. 

This anmiiKjiation w'as received with surpiiso 
by some, wdlh laughter by others, and with 
dismay by the expelled lackeys, w lio (*ndea \ onred 
to demonstrate that tluMi* light of re-admission, 
for the purpose of waiting upon their master and 
mistress, was at least indisputable. But C\ihb 
was not in a humour to understand or admit 
any distinctions. ITo stuck to his original 
proposition wdth that dogged but convenient 
pei’tinacity, wbicli is anned against all convic- 
tion, And deaf to all reasoning. 

Buoklaw now came from the rear of the ]>arty, 
and demanded admittance in a very angry tone. 
But the resolution of Caleb was immoveable. 

* See Note E to Old Mortality. * Locking the Door 
during Dinner.’ 


*lf the king on the throne were at the gate,' 
he declared, *lus ten lin^rs^ should never op<u 
it, contrair to the established use and wont of the 
family of. Ilavensw^ood, and his duty as their 
liead-scrvaut.’ 

Bucklaw' w as now' extremely inccnsecl, and, ivith 
more oaths and oiirscs than wo care to rc 2 )cat, 
di'clarcd himself most uiiAAortliily treated, and 
demanded i)crcmptonly to sjK'ak w'ith the Master 
of llavcnswood himself. Jhit to this, also, Caleb 
tiirnod a deaf car. 

* He’s as soon a blu-zc as a tap of tow the lad 
Bueklaw,* he said ; ‘ ]>nt the dcil of ony Mastor^s 
face he shall see till he lias sb'cjut and wakened 
ou’t. Hc’Jl ken liimser better the morn’s morn- 
ing. It sets the like o’ him to bo bringing a 
ciew of drunken hunters licre, when he kens 
tlioro is but little ju'ciwiation to sloken his aiii 
drought.’ And ho disajijx’ai ed fiom the wiudpw, 
leaving tb(*ni all to digest their exclusion as they 
best might. 

But aiiulber t'cison, of whose jircscnec C aleb, 
in the animation ol the debate, was not aware, 
b.id lisb'iied in .siJenee to its juogress. This 
was the laiiicijjal doiiK'stic of the stranger- a 
man of tnist and eoiKsejpnmc — the same who, in 
the huntiiig-iield, liad aeiommodated Buoklaw 
with the use of his hoise. He was in the stable 
A\lien Caleb had contrived the expulHion of liis 
fellow -ser\ ants, ami thus nveddeu sharing the 
same fate, tioni which his peisoiial imporlanoo 
would c(Ttauily not haAo otherwise saved him. 

This jiersoiiuge tieneivcd the inanreiivro of 
Caleb, easily apiacciated tbo motive of his 
conduct, and, knowing his mastci’s intenliona 
towards the family of RaAcnswood, had no difli- 
eulty as to the of eondiu t he oiiglit to adojit. 
He took the placi* ol Cal<‘b (un perceived by the 
latter) at ilio ])osl of audience wnich be bad just 
left, and announced to tlie assembled domestus, 
Uliat it was his master’s ]>lcasiue that Lord 
Bittlebrains’ retiuncand liis own should go down 
to the adjacent change-house, and call lof wliat 
refnshnicjits they might liave occasion for, and 
he sliould take care to discharge the law’ing.’ 

The jolly tiooj) of Imntsmen retired from the 
inhos]ntable gale of Wolfs (h’ag, execrating, as 
tliey descended llie steep ]>allnvay, tlie niggard 
and iinwortliy disposition of tlic iiiopiiotor, and 
damning, Avilh nioie than sylvan licence, both 
the easLle and its inhabitants. Buoklaw, with 
many qualities wbieb Avonld have made him a 
man ol woitli and judgment in more favourable 
circnmslaiices, bad been so utterly neglected in 
point of education, that b(‘ w'aa apt to think and 
feel according to the ideas of tlio companions of 
his 2»leaanros. The ]»iai‘'es Avhicli -had recently 
bcMi heapcfl upon liimself he contrasted with the 
general abuse now levelled against BavettsWood — 
he recalled to his mind the dull and monotonous 
days he had spent in the tower of Wolfs Crag, 
compared with the joviality of his usual life*— ho 
felt, Avitli gi'eat indignation, liis exclusion from 
the eastle, Avhieh he (‘ousidcred as a gross affront, 
and every mingled feeling led him to break off 
the nuion which ho had formed with the Maxtor 
of Bavenswood. 

On arriving at tlie change-house of the village 
of Wolf's Ho]^, he unoxiKictedly met with an old 
oequainiance just alighting from his horse. Tliis 
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yfBA no otW than the very resj)octable,Captitm 
uraigengelty who inimcdiatoly came up to liim, 
and, without appearing to retain any recollection 
of the inditferen t iei ms on whicli they had parted, 
shook him hy the hand In the wannest manner 
possible. A waim grasp of the hand was what 
Bucklaw could never help returning with conli* 
ality, and no sooner had Craigengclt felt the 
presaiii’e of his fingers than he know tlio terms 
* on which he stood with him. 

< Long life to you, Bucklaw ! * ho exclaimed ; 
• there’s life for honest folk in this bad world 
yet 1 ' 

The Jacobites at this period, with wliaf 2»io- 
in'iety I know not, used, it iniust be noticed, the 
term of men as i)eculiaily descrijitive of 

their own party. 

‘Ay, and for others besideq, it seems,* an- 
swered Bucklaw; ‘otherwise how canio you to 
veiitui'e hitlier, noble captain I * 

‘ Who — I ?— I am as tioe as the wind at Mar- 
tinmas, that 2>ays neitlier laud-rent nor annual ; 
all is explained - all settled with the honest ohl 
drivellers yonder of Auld Reekie. — Booh ’ jvioh ’ 
they dared not keep mo a week of (Liys in 
duianee* A ceitaiu 2)eison has better fiicnds 
among them tlian you wot of, and can borvo a 
fzieiid w'hen it is least likely.* 

‘ Pshaw ! ’ answered Haystoii, w hu iierfcctly 
know and thoroughly desjiised the ehaiaotcr of 
this man, ‘ none of your cogging gibberish— tell 
me tally, arc you at libortjr and in safety ?’ 

‘ Preo and safe as a Whig bailie on the cause- 
w^ay of his own borough, oi a canting Preshyteiiaii 
minister in his own puliiit — and 1 eanie to toll you 
that you need not remain in hiding any longei.’ 

‘ Then I suppose you call yourself my friend, 
Captain Cvaigengelt ^ * said Bucklaw, 

‘Friend?’ replied Craigcngelt, ‘my coek of 
thcL pit > wdiy, 1 am the very Achates, man, as I 
have hoard soliolajs say— hand and glove— baik 
and tree — thine to life and death ! * 

‘ I’U try that in a moment,* answered Ihiek- 
law, ‘ Thou art noycr wntliout money, howevei 
thou eomost by it. Lend mo two piet cs to w'asli 
the^dust out of these honest Icllous* throats in 

the first jdaee, and then * 

‘ Two pieces ? twenty are at thy service, my 
lad — and twenty to hack them,* 

‘ Ay - say you so ’ sairl Bucklaw, pausing, for 
his natural jxmetration led him to su-.peet some 
extraordinary motive lay couehrd under such an 
excess of generosity. ‘ CVaigengclt, you aio 
either an honest follow in right good earnest, 
and I scarce know how to believe that— or you 
are cleverer than 1 took you for, and I scarce 
know how to believe that either.* 

iCenqi^ehc pa^ Vaiiht^'* said Craigcngelt, 

‘ touch and try — the gi Id is good as ever was 
weired/ 

He put a quantity of gold ])icces inlo Buek- 
law’s hsind, which he thrust into Ills pocket 
Witliottt eithcff counting or looking at them, only 
Observing, ‘that he was so circiimstaneed that 
lie w^mt enlist, though the devil oflered the 
press-money;’ and then turning to tlio hunts- 
men, 'he called ont, ‘Come, along, my lads— all 
fs at myooet/ 

* Lo% life to Bucklaw 1 ' shouted the men of 
the 


‘ And confusion to him that takes his share- of 
the sport, and leaves the hunters os diy as a 
drum-head,’ added another by way of corollary. 

‘The house of Ravonswood was ance a gudo 
and an honourable house in this laud,’ said an 
old man, ‘but it’s lost its credit this day, and 
the Master has shuun himself no better than a 
greedy eullion.’ 

And with this conclusion, which was unanim- 
ously agreed to by all who board it, they 
lushed tuinultuousiy into the house of euter- 
tamment, wheio they levelled till a late hour. 
The jovial tomjjer of Bucklaw seldom iiormittcd 
him to be nit'c in the thoicc oi 1 is associates ; 
and on the present occasion, w'beii his joyous 
debauch received additional zest from the iuter- 
veiition of an imusual s[)aco of sobriety, and 
idhiuoL abstinence, be w as as na'p^iy in leading 
the revels, as if bis eomiades bad been sons of 
]>iinces. Craigengclt had bis own purposes in 
tooling him up to the top of bis bent ; and, 
ba\iiig some low humour, mucli imjmdence, ami 
the powei of singing a good song, imderstaiiding, 
besules, thoroughly the dis2>oHit ion of hisrcgaiiiKl 
associate, be readily sueceedcjl in involving him 
bunqiei-dce]) in the festivity of the meeting. 

A veiy ditleient scene v\as in the ineantimo 
passing m tlie tower of Wolf’s Crag. When the 
Master of Kaveiiswood left the eouit-yard, too 
much busied with bis own peiplexed icflections 
to pay attention to the mameuvie of Caleb, be 
uslieied bis guests into the gieat ball of the 
castle. 

Tlie iii(b‘i’atigaMe Baldei -.ton, who, fiom cboieo 
or habit, worked on from morning to nigbt, bad, 
by degi’oes, cleared this desolate ajiaitment of 
the confused lelicis of the funeral bampiet, and 
lestoied it to some order. But not all bis skill 
and labour, in drs]>osing to advantage the little 
fiirnituro wbieb remained, could remove the dark 
and disconsolate ajipearanee of those ancient and 
d isfui nibbed walls. The na rrow vv indo a s, Hanked 
by deej) indentuies into tire wall, seemetl foimed 
raibcr to exclude* than to admit the eliccrfiil 
light ; and the heavy and gloomy appearance 
ol the tliiindcr-sky added still further to the 
obseuiity. 

As Rayenswood, with tlio grace of a gallant of 
that i>eilod, but not vvitbout a certain stiffness 
and embaprassinent oi’inaniipr, liaiidcd the young 
lady to the iipjier end of (be ajiartment, her 
father leiiuiiied standing moio near to the door, 
as if about to diseifjjage liimself fioin bis Irat and 
cloak. At tills moment the (»lang of the portal 
was beard, t sound at wliieli tb( stranger started, 
ste])j»cd bdslily to the window, and looked with 
an air of alarm at Kawnswood, when ho saw 
that the gate of the court was shut, and his 
domestics excluded. 

‘You have nothing to feai’, sir,’ said Ravciis- 
wwl gravely; ‘this roof re tarns the nwatis of 
giving protection, tliougli not woJeomo. Mo- 
thinks,’ ho added, ‘it is time that I should know 
who they are that have thus highly hoiiourc4 
my ruined dwelling ! * 

The young lady remained silent and motion* 
less, and the father, to whom the question was 
more directly addressed, seemed in the situation 
of a performer who has ventured to take ujKrn 
lumself a part which ho finds himself unable to 
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preflont, and who oomos to a muse when it is 
most to be expecte4 that he should speak. 'W hilo 
he endeavoured to cover his embarrassment with 
thcexteiior ceremonials of a well-bred demean- 
our, it was obvious that, in making his Ijow, 
one foot shulJled forward, as it to advance ; the 
other backward, as if with the jiurposc of escape ; 
and as he undid the c.i])o of his coat, and raised 
his beaver from his faci, his fingers fumbled as 
if the one had been linked witli rusted iron, or 
the other had weighed equal with a stone of lead. 
The darkness of tlie sky seemed to increase, as if 
to siipidv the want of those iniifHiiigs which he 
laid aside with such evident reluctance. The 
impatience of Ravenswood increased also in pro- 
portion to the delay of the stiaii^cr, and he 
appeared to struggle under agitation, thougli 
probably from a very d i fferent <*ause. lie laboui ed 
to restrain ln#i desiic to speak, while the stiauger, 
to all ap]>caranco, was at u loss for words to 
express wdiat he felt it necessary to say. At 
length Ravens wood’s iin patience broke the bounds 
lie had imposed upon it. 

4 perceive, ’he said, ‘that Sir William Aslitoii 
is unwilling to aiinoiiiico himself in the castle 
of Wolfs Crag.’ 

had hoped it uas iiiiiicccssaiy,* said the 
Loni Keeper, relieved fioni his siJ<*nce, as a 
spectre by the voice of the exorcist ; * and I am 
obliged to you, Master of Rdveuswood, ior break- 
ing the ice at once, wlicre eireumstaiiees--nn- 
ha])py circumstances, let me call tliein —rendered 
self-introduAion peculiarly awkwaid,’ 

‘And am I not, then,’ said the Master of 
Ravenswood gravely, ‘to consider the honour 
of this visit as purely accidental ? ’ * 

‘ Let us dislinguLsh a little,’ said the Keeper, 
assuming an a])[)caruncc of ease which ]»erhaps 
his heart was a stranger to ; ‘ this is an honour 
which I have eagerly desired for some time, but 
' whicli I iniglit never have obtained, save for the 
accident ortlic stonii. My daughter and 1 are 
alike grateful for this opportunity of thanking 
the bravo man to whom slie owes her life and 1 
iiiihc.’ 

The hatred which divided the great families in 
the feudal times had lost little of its bitterness, 
though it no longer expressed itself in deeds of 
open violence. Not the feelings which Kavtns- 
wood had begun to entertain towards jmey 
Ashton, not the hos])itality due to his givsts, 
were able entirely to subdue, though they wai July 
combated the deej) passions which arose within 
him, at beholding liis father’s foe standing in 
the hall of the family of uliich lie had in a great 
measure accelerated the ruin. His looks glanced 
from the father to the daughleiiwith an irresolu- 
tion, of whicli Sir William Ashton did not think 
it proper to await the conclusion. Ho had now 
disemWTassed hiiiiseH of his riding dreas, and, 
walking up to his daughter, ho undid the fasten- 
ing of her mask. 

‘Lucy, niy love,* he ,said, raising her and 
Icadim; her towards Ravenswood, ‘ lay aside your 
mask, and let us ex^iress our gratitude to the 
Master openly and bawfacod.’ 

‘ If ho will condescend to accept it,’ was all 
that Lucy uttered, bub in a tone so sweetly 
modulatea, and which seemed to imply at once 
« feeling and a forgiving of the cold reception to 


which they wore coming from a 

creature so iuuooont and so beautiful, her words 
cut Ravenswood to the veiy heart for hip harsh - 
ness. He muttered something of surprise, some- 
thing of confusion, and, ending with a warm and 
eager oxpicssioii of his happiness at being able 
to atrord her sbcltor under his roof, ho saluted 
her, as the ceremonial of the time enjoined upon 
such occasions. Their cheeks had touched and 
vere withdiawii liom each other —Ravenswood 
had not (juitted the hand which he had taken in 
kindly courtesy— -a blush, which attached more 
conscMpicnce by far than wa.« usual to such cere- 
mony, still mantled on Lucy Ashton’s beautiful 
cheek, when the apart meut uas suddenly illu- 
iiiiiiaied l)y a flash of lightning, which seen>ed 
absolutely to swallow tlie darkness of the hall. 
Kvciy object might have been for an instant seen 
distinctly. Tlu* slight and half-sinking form o£ 
Lucy Ashton, the well-])roportioncd and stately 
figure of Kavensw ood, his uark features, and the 
fiery, yet irresolute expiessiou of his eyes, — the 
old arms and scutcheons wliich liiing on the avails 
of the apartment, were for an instant distinctly 
\isiblc to the Keeper by a strong red brilliant 
glaic of liglit. Its di.'-ajjpearaiice was almost 
instantly followed by a burst of Ihundor, for the 
stonn-eloiid w-is very near the castle ; and ilio 
peal was so sudden and di'cadfiil, that the old 
tower ro(*kcd to its foundation, and eveiy inmate 
eoneluded it Wius falling upon tliem. The soot, 
which liad not been disturbed for centuries, 
showtu’cd down tlie huge tunnelled eliimncys — 
lime a»j(i dust flew in clouds fioin tlio wall ; and, 
whether the lightning had actually struck the 
castle, or whether through the violent oonouFsion 
of the air, several heavy sioiies were hurled from 
the mouldering battbunoiits into the roaring sea 
beneath, it might seem as if the ancient founder 
of the castle were bestriding tbo tbuiidcrstorm, 
and proclaiming his displeasuie at the reconcilia- 
tion of his descendant with the enemy of his 
house. 

Tlu* consternation was general, and it required 
the efforts of both the Lord Keeper and Ravens- 
wood to keep Lucy from fainting. Thus was the 
Master a second time engaged in the most delicate 
and dniigcious of all tasks, that of affording sup- 
])Oit to a beautiful and helpless being, wiio, as 
seen bcfoi'c in n similar situation, had already 
become a favouiitc of his imagination, both when 
awake and wdien slumbcriiig. If the Genius of 
the House really condemned a union betwixt the 
Master and his fair guest, the means by which 
ho expressed Ids sentiments wore as unhappily 
clioscn as if ho had lieen a mere mortal. The 
train of little attentions, absolutely necessary 
to soothe the young lady’s mind, and aid her 
in composing licr spirits, necessarily threw the 
Master of Ravenswood into such an intercourso 
with her fatlier, as was calculated, for the 
moment at least, to break down tho barrier of 
feudal enmity which divided them. To express 
himself churlishly, or even coldly, toti’arda an 
old man, whose daughter (and su/'A a daughter) 
lay before them, overpowered with natural terror 
—and all i}ds under his own roof— the thing was 
impossible ; and by tho time that Lucy, extend- , 
ing a hand to e^h, was able to thank them for 
tbeir kindness^ the Master felt that his senti* 
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ments of Hostility towards the Lord Kecjwr were 
by Aonieans those most 2)redoininantin his bosom. 

The vfroather, her state of health, the absence 
of her attendants, all prevented the possibility 
of Luoy Ashton renewing her joiirnev to Bittle- 
bmins Ilouse, whicli was full five miles distant ; 
and the Master of Ravenswood could not but, in 
common courtesy, ofley the shelter of his root lor 
the wst of the day and for the night. But a Hush 
of loss soft ex]uossioii, a look nuich more habitual 
to his features, resumed predominance ulien he 
mentioned how meanly he was pro\idcd foi the 
entertainment ot liis guests. 

‘Do not mention (lelicienoies,* said the Lord 
Keeper, cagcT to interrupt him and i)i<‘vent liis 
resuming an alarming tojiic ; ‘you aie piopaiing 
to set out for the Coiitineiit, and youi house 
is probably tor the nieseiit iiuiurnishod. All 
tills wo understand : but li you mention iiicon- 
veiiioiioe, you will oiilige us to seek accommoda- 
tions in the hamlet.' 

As the Master of Rivenswood was about to 
reply, the door of the liall opened, and Caleb 
Balderstoii rushed in. 


CHAPTER X. 

Let them have meat enough, woman— half a hen ; 
There be old rotten pilchards.- put them off too, 

‘Tis but a little new anointini; of them, 

And a stiong onion, that confound', the savoui. 

LovCs PiLOKiMAOL. 

The thunderbolt, which had stuunod all wdio 
were within hearing of it, had only served to 
awaken the bold and inventive genius of the 
llmver of majors donio. Almost beloic the clatter 
had ceasedy and while thcio was yet scaicc an 
assurance whether the castle was standing or 
falling, Caleb exclaimed, ‘ Heavens bo ])raiscd ’ 
— this comes to hand like the bowl ot a piiit- 
stoup.* He then ban-ed the kitchen door in ilie 
face of the Lord Keeper’s seiw ant, whom he x>cr- 
ceived returning from the jiarty at the gate, and 
. muttering, ‘ How the dcil cam he in ’ —but didl 
may care. — Mysic, wdiat are ye sitting shaking 
and greeting in the eliimney uouk tor ^ Como 
here — or stay wheic yc ate, ami skirl as loud as 
ye can — it’.s a’ ye’re gude lor— I say, ye auld 
deevil, skirl — skirl -louder- -louder, woman — 
gar the gentles hear yo in the ha’- -I have heard 
ye as far off as the Bass foi a less matter. And 

Htay--down wi’ that crockery* 

And with a sweejung blow, ho tlircw down 
from a shelf some aiticUs of jx'wtcr and caiiheii- 
wai'e.^ He exalted his voice amid tlio clatter, 
shouting and waring in maiinci which changed 
Mysie's hysteiic-al tenors of llio thunder into fcai s 
that her old fellow servant was gone distracted, 
*He has dung d<Jvvn a’ the bits o’ jugs too- the 
tinly thing we had Ictt to Imud a sonp milk- -and 
be liAS spilt the batted kitt that was tor the 
Ma$ter*& dinner. Mercy save us, the auld man’s 
gaeu fil^n and clear wud wi' the Ihunuri * ’ 

your tongue, yo b 1 ’ said Caleb, 

in thud impetuous and overlieariug triuiupli of 
^stioocsAAil invention, ^a’s provided now— dinner 
t i^aml li'thing— the thmmerK done a’ in a clap of 


‘Puir man, he*s mnckle astray,* said Mysio, 
looking at him with a mbeture of pity and 
alarm ; ‘ 1 wish he may ever come liame to himseP 
again.' 

‘ Here, ye auld doited deevil,' said Caleb, still 
cxuUiug 111 his extrication fiom a dilemma which 
had seemed insurmountable , ‘kce]> the strange 
man out of the kitchen — swea^- the thunner came 
down the chimney, and sjioilcd the best dinner ye 
ever diessod — beef — bacon— kid -lark— leveret 
- -wild low 1 — venison, and what not. Lay it on 
thick, and never mind e\j)enscs. I’ll awa up to 
the ha’ make a’ the contusion yo can — but bo 
sure yo keep out the strange servant.' 

With these cbaiges to liis ally, (jaleb jiostfld 
uj>to the hall, but stopping to reconnoitre through 
•111 apvituve, which tune, for du coiiveniouce of 
many a clomeslic in succession, had made in the 
dooi, and jieiceiving the situation of Miss Ashton, 
he had prudence enough to midie a pause, both 
to avoid adding to her alarm, and in order to 
sec mo attention to liis account of the disastioiis 
cllcets of the thunder. 

But wlien he ])elcei^cd that the lady was 
reeo’ieicd, and heaid the eon vei sat ion turn upon 
the accommodation and icfresliment which the 
castle alibi ded, he thought it time to burst into 
the loom in the manner announced in the last 
eliaptcr, 

‘mill a wins !— such a misfoituno to bofa* 
the House of Ravenswood, {ind I to live to see 
it!' 


‘ What is the matter, ('aleb ^ ’ said his master,^ 
somewhat alaimcd in liis turn ; ‘ has any part of 
the castle fallen * ’ 

‘(‘astio fa’en?-na, but the sute's fa’en, and 
the tliunner’s come i ight dowui the kitchcn-luinm, 
and the things aio a’ lying heio awa, tlicro awa, 
like the L.iiid o' Ilot‘*bpotch’s lands— and wi* 
biave guests of honour ami quality to entertain' 
a low bow heie to Sir William Ashion and his 
(huiglitcr— ‘and nacthiiig left in the house fit to 
pi (‘sent for dinner — or for supper either, for aught 
th.it I ean see ’ ’ * 

* 1 verily believe you, Caleb,’ said Ravenswood 
diyl.y, 

Balderslou heio turned to his master a half- 
iinbiaiding, halt-imploiing couiitonauco, and 
o(ig(*d towards him as lie icjicatcd, ‘It was nao 
gieat matter of ])icpai,ition ; but just something 
added to your lioiioui’s ordinal y course of fare— 
jtetfif coiY/’, as tlis-y say at the Louvre— three 
couises and the tiuit.’ 

‘Keep your intolerable nonsense to yourself, 
you old fool ! ' said Ravenswood, mortified at bis 
ofliciousnesR, yet not knowing how to contradict 
him, without the lisk ol giving rise to scenes yet 
luoie lidiciilous. * ' 

Caleb saw liis advantage, and resolved to 
impiove it. Hut hist obsciving that the Loiii 
Keejier’s servant entered the ajiai Iniont and sjioko 
ajiart with his master, ho took the same ojqior- 
tunity to wJiisjici a (eww’oids into Rtkvensjwood’s 
oar— ‘ Hand your longue, for Heaven’s sakH, eir^-^ 
if it’s my jileasuie to hazai d my soul in telling lees 
for the honour of the family, it's nae business o' 
yours— and if ye let mo gang on guiotly, I’se be 
moderate in my banquet ; but if ye contradict 
me, deil but 1 dross yo a dinner fit fbr |i» 
dukel* • 
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BavensWQod, in fiiiot, thought it would be best 
to let bi^ ofllpious butler run on, who proceeded 
to iMiuthwate upon his fingers,— * No muckle 
ju'ovision — might liac iJervcd four persona of 
iionoury — first course, capons in white broth-- 
roast kid— bacon, with re vcrcnct*, -second coin so , 
roasted leveret — ^Imtter crabs - a veal floroiitinc, 
— 'third coiursq, black-co» ^ — it’s black ciiouch now 
wi’ the sute— plmndamas a tait -allain- ami 
some, nonsense sueet things, and comfits— and 
that’s aV he said, seeing the iinj)atieiice of liis 
master] * that’s just a’ was o’t— lorhy the apples 
and pears.' 

Miss Ashton had by degi-eea gathered her 
spirits, so far as to })ay some attention to what 
was going on ; ami observing tlio restrained 
impatience of Havauswood, contrasted with the 
lieeuliar detoruiinatioii of manner with wliieli 
Caleb detailed Ida imaginary bampicl, the whole 
struck her as so lidicnlous, that, d(‘&]ntc eveiy 
eifort to the contrary, slic burst into a lit of nu- 
controllablc hiiiglitcr, in Mliich she was ,ioined by 
Lor father, though with more moderation, and 
linally by the Master of Itaveiiswootl himself, 
though eonsi'ious that the jest was at his oivii 
expense. Their mirth- for a scene 'wldcli we 
read with little emotion often appeals extiemely 
ludicrous to the spectators— made the old vault 
ring again. They ceased - they renewed - they 
(‘cased — they rcncived again tlioir sliouts of 
laughter ! Calel), in the ineautiTne, stood his 
ground with ^ grave, aiigrv, and seoniful dignity, 
wliich greatly enliancod the ridicule of tJie scene, 
and the mirth of the spectators. 

At length, when tlie voices, and neaily tJie 
strength of the laughers, w^ere exhausted, lie ex- 
claimed, with very little (‘crcinony, ‘ The dtul’s in 
the gentles ! they breakfast sac lordly, that the 
loss of the best dinner ever cook pat fingers to 
makes tliem as merry as if it were tin' best jeest 
in a’ G oorge Jluclianan . * 1 f t In Te w as as li t tie in 
your honours’ wames as there is in Caleb Balder- 
stoii’s, less caickling wad serve yc on sic a grava- 
ininous subject.’ 

Caleb’s blunt expression of resentment again 
awakened the mirth of the comjiaiiy, which, by 
the way, he regarded not only os an aggression 
upon the dignity of the family, but a sjiecial 
oontompt of the elofjiiciiee wu'th whicli ho liimsclf 
liad summed nj) tlic extent of their supjiosed 
losses; — ‘a dcsciijition of a dinner,’ as he wiid 
afterwards to Mysie, ‘ that w'q*l hae made a fu’ 
man hungry, and them to sit there laughing 
at it ! * 

* But,’ said Miss Ashton, composing her eoun- 
tenaucc as well as she could, ‘arc all these 
delicacies so totally destroyed, that no scrap can 
bo collected ? ’ 

‘ Collected, mv loddy I w hat w ad yc collect out 
of the suto and the ass? Yc may gang down 
yoursel’, and look into onr kitchen— the cook- 
maid in the trembling cxies -the gude vivors 
^iiig a’ about— beef -capons, and white broth — 
florciitifle ond flams— bacon, wi’ reverence, and 

* ^Referring probably to a popular chap-book, entitled 
* The witty and entertaining Kxpfoits of George Buchanan, 
who was commonly called the King’s Fool ; the whole 
six parts complete,’ 1781. This character was jester to 
Charles 1 „ and must u6t be mistaken for his learned 
namesake,] 


a’ the sweet oonfeotions and whim-whams I yo’ll 
see them a’, my leddy — that is,’ said lie, correct- 
ing himself, ' ye’ll no see ony of them now, for 
the cook has aoopit them up, as was w’oel her 
part ; Init ye’ll see the white broth where it was 
spilt. I pat my lingers in it, and it tastes as 
like sour-Tiiilk as onylhiiig else ; if that isna the 
effect of thnnncr, I kemia wbat is. -—This gentle- 
man here eonldiia but hear the clash of our hale 
dhlies, china and silver thegilher?’ 

The Lord Keeper’s doniesiie, though a states* 
man’s attendant, and of com so ti aim'd to com- 
mand his eonntenanee upon all ouc'asions, was 
somewhat discomposed by this appeal, to w'hich 
he only answered -by a bow. 

‘I think, Mr. Ihifler,’ said the Lord Keeper, 
who l»egan to he afraid lest the prolongation of 
this scene should at length displease Ilavenswood, 
— ‘ 1 think, that were you to retire with my servant 
Lockhard he has travelled, and is quite aceus- 
toined to accidents knd eonlingeneios of every 
kind, and 1 hoj'C betwixt you, you may find out 
some mode of su]))>ly at this emergency.' 

‘Jlis honour kens,’ — said ('aleb, who, how- 
ever liopcless of biniself accomi»lishing what was 
desiiabie, would, like tlic high-spirited elephant, 
lafhcr haie died in the clloit than hiookcd the 
aid of a biol iier in commission,- ‘ his honour kens 
w'cel 1 neeil nae counsellor, when the honour of 
(he house is concerned. ' 

*I sliouhi he unjust if I denied it, Caleb,* said 
his master ; ‘ hut your art lies chiefly in making 
apologies, upon w liich wc can no more dine, than 
upon the bill of faic of our thniidcr-blasted 
dinner. Now, possibly Mi. Lockhard 's talent 
may consist in linding somo substitute for that, 
which (MTtaiuly is not, and has in all probability 
never lu'cn.’ 

‘Your honour is pleased to be facetious,* said 
Caleb, * but lam sure, that for the warst, for a 
w’^alk as far us Wolfs Hope, 1 could dine forty 
men, — no that the folk there deserve your 
honom’s custom. They hao been ill advised in 
the matter of the duty-eggs 'and butter, I winiia 
deny that. ’ 

‘ I)o go consul t together, ’ said the Master ; ‘ go 
dow'ii to the village, and do the best you can. 
Wo must not let onr guests lemain without re- 
ft e.slimcat, to save the lionour of a mined family. 
And here, Caleb — take my purse ; I believe that 
will prove your best ally/ 

‘ I’urse ? jmrse, indeed ! ’ quoth Caleb, indig- 
nantly flinging out of the room, — ‘what suld J 
do wv your honoui’s purse, on your ain grand? 

I trust w’e are no to pay for our ain? * 

The servants left the hall ; and the door was 
no sooner shut, than the Lord Keeper began to 
apologise for the rudeness of his niirtn ; and Lucy 
to hone she had given no pain or offence to the 
kind-hearted, faithful old man. 

‘Caleb and I must both learn, madam^ to 
undergo tvilh good humour, or at least with 
patience, the ridicule w'hieh ovoryivhero attaches 
itself to poverty.’ 

‘You do yourself injustice, Master of Ravens- 
wood, on iny word of honour,’ answered his cider 
guest. ‘ I Iwlieve I know more of your affairs 
thau you do yourself, and I liop^ to show you 
that I am interested in them; 'and that — in 
short, that your pro'iiiccta arc better than you 
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apprajhieiid. In the mcantiiyic, I can conooive 
Uotjhing so respectable as the spirit which rises 
hbove misfortune, and prefers honourable priva- 
tions to debt or doj)en<leiicc,* 

Another from fear of offending the delicacy, 
or awakening the pride of the Master, the Ijord 
Keeper made tlieso allusions with an appearance 
of fearful and J)esitating reserve, and seemed to 
be afraid that he was intruding too far, in ventur- 
ing to touch, however lightly, upon such a toj)ic, 
even when tlio Master had led to it. In shoi-t, 
lie appeared at once pushed on by his desire of 
api»earing friendly, and held back by the fear of 
intrusion. It was no wonder that the Master of 
Itavenswood, little acquainted as he then was 
with life, shoiihl have given tliis consuminato 
courtier credit for more sincerity than was pi'o- 
bably to be found in a score of his cast. Ho 
answered, however, with resc'i-vc, that he was 
indebted to all who might think well of him; 
and, apologizing to his guests, ho left the hall, in 
order to make such aiTangemeiits for their enter- 
tainment as circumstances admitted. 

Upon consulting wriili old Mysie, the accommo- 
dations for tlio night wore easily connilcb^d, as 
indeed they admitted of little choiec. llio IMaster 
surrendered his apartment for the use of Mjss 
Ashton, and Mysie (once a person of consequence), 
dressed in a black satin gown which had belonged 
of yore to the Master's grandmother, and had 
figured in the court balls of Henrietta Maria, 
wont to attend her as lady’s-maid. He next in- 
quired after Bucklaw, and understanding ho was 
at the change-house with the liuntsmcn and some 
companions, he desired C’aleb to call there, and 
acquaint him how ho was circumstanced at Wolfs 
Crag — to intimate to him that it would bo most 
convenient if he could find a bed in the hamlet, 
ns the cider guest must necessarily be luiartered 
in the secret eliamber, the only spare oedrooiii 
wdiich could bo ma<lc fit to receive him. The 
Master saw no hardship in passing the night by 
the hall -fire, wrapped in his campaign cloak ; 
and to Scottish domestics of the day, even of the 
highest rank, nay, to young men of family or 
fashion, on any junch, clean straw, or a dry hay- 
loft, was always held good uight-quarters. 

For the rest, Lockliard had his master’s orders 
to bring some venison from the iiiu, and Caleb 
was to triLst to his wits for the honour of Ills 
family. The Master, indeed, a second time held 
out his purse ; ])iit as it v/as in siglit of the 
strange servant, the butler thought himself 
obUg<*d to decline what his fingers it(died to 
clutch. * Coiildna he liac slijipit it gently into 
my liand?’ said Caleb— Mmt his honour will 
never learn how to bear himscl’ in siccan cases.’ 

Mysie, in the meantime, according to a unifonu 
custom in remote jdacei. in Scotland, offered the 
strangers the jiroduec of her little dairy, * while 
better meat was getting ready.’ And, according 
to another custom, not yet wholly in desuetude, 
as the atorm was now drifting off to leeward, the 
Masttt’ can'ied the Keeper to the t(*p of his 
highest tower, to admire a wide and waste extent 
ondew, and to ‘weary for his dinner/ 


til 


CHAPTER XT 

Now, dame,* quoth he, ’’ Je vous dis sans doute, 
Had 1 nought of a capon out the liver, 

And of your white bread nought but a shiver, 

And after that a roa&ted pigge's head 
(But I ne wold for me no beast were deadX 
Uhen had I with you homely sutferdunce,’ 

Chauckr, Tale. 

I'j’ was not witliout some secret misgiving that 
Caleb set out uj)on liis exploratory expedition. 
In fact, it was attended with a treble difficulty. 
He dared not tell his master the offence which 
he liad that morning given to Bucklaw (just for 
the honour of the family)— he <lared not acknow- 
ledge he had been too hasty in refuhing the purse 
— ^and, thirdly, he was somci^hat approhonsivo of 
un}>ieasaiit consequences upoh his meeting Hay- 
stou, under the im]>ressiou of an affront, and 
probably by ibis time under the influence also 
of no small quantity of brandy. 

Caleb, to do him justice, was as bold os any 
lion where the honour of tlie family of Ravens- 
w 00(1 was eonccnied ; but his was that considerate 
valour which docs not delight in unnecessary 
risks. This, however, was a secoiidaiy considera- 
tion ; the main ])oiut was to veil the indigence 
of the lioiisckccping at the castle, and to make' 
good his vaunt of the cheer whieli his resources 
could j)rocure, without Loekhard’s assistance, and 
without supplies from his master. This was as 
]>rime a point of lionour with him as with the 
generous elcpluint with wliom wcihavo already 
compared him, wdio, being ovci taxed, broke his 
skull through the d(‘sperato exertions wliich lie 
made to discharge his duty, w'hen lie perceived 
they were bringing up another to his assist- 
ance. 

The village whieli they now approached had 
fuMpiently afforded the distressed butlerrcsoiuvcs 
upon similar emergencies ; but his relations with 
it had been of late much altered. • 

It was a little hamlet, which straggled along 
the side of a crock formed by the disaiarge of a 
small brook into ilie sea, and was hidden from 
the castle, to whicdi it had been in former times 
an ajipendago, by tJie intervention of the sliouldcr 
of a hill foi Tiling a projecting headland. It W'as 
called WolFs Hope, (i.e. AVenfs Haven), and tho 
few iulmhitants gained a picearioiis subsistence 
by manning two or tlirec fishing-boats in the 
herring scaH()n, and smuggling giii and brandy 
during the wi?itei*moiiths. They paid a kind of 
liereditary res])cet to the Lords of Raveuswood ; 
but, in the dillieulties of the family, most of tho 
inhaliitants of AVolf’s Hope had contrived to got 
feu-rights * to their little possessions, their huts, 
kail-yards, and i ights of common ty, so that they 
were emaneijiated from the chains of feudal do- 
pondeiJC(‘, and free fiom tlio various exaetiona 
with which, under every possible pretext^ or 
without any pretext at all, the Scottish landlords, 
of the period, themselves in groat poverty, wero» 
wont to harass their still poorer tenants-^t^ilL 
They might bo, on the whole, teimed ina^iid- 
cut, a circumstance i>eculiarly galling to Oaleh, 
who had boon wont to exorcise qver them the* 

* That is, absolute rights of property for the payment oT 
a sum smnually, which is usually a trifle la suw eases 
are aUudeq to in the text. 
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Bame sweopiiig authority in levying coiilributions 
which was exercised iu former tiuies in England, 
when *the royal purveyors, fwllying forth from 
under the Gothic portcullis to purchase provisions 
>vith power and prerogative instead of money, 
brougnt home the plniidcr of an hundred markets, 
and ail that could ho seized from a flying and 
hiding country, and dep* sited their spoil in a 
dmndred caverns/ * 

Caleb loved the memory and resented the 
downfall of that authority, wliieli mimicked, on 
n petty scale, the gi-aiid contributions exacted 
by tlio feudal sovereigns. And as ho fondly 
flattered himself that the awful rule and light 
supremacy, which assigned to the liuions ol 
Jlavenswood the first and most oileetivo iiitciest 
in all productioiig of nature itliin li\ e miles of 
their castle, only slum}>ered, and was not dc- 
imried for ever, he used every now and then to 
give the recollection of the inhahitaiits a little 
jog by some petty exaction. Tlieso were at first 
submitted to, with more or less readiness, by the 
inhabitants of tin* hamlet ; for they had been so 
long used to conskler the wants of the baron and 
Ids family as having a title to be ]»rcferrod to 
their own, that their actual independence did not 
convoy to them an immediate sense of freedom. 
They resemblod a man that lias been long 
fettered, who, evtm at liberty, feels in imagina- 
tion the grasp of the haiidculis still binding his 
wrists. Hut the exeicise of ficcdom is (pdckly 
followed uith the natural conscioiisiie.ss of its 
immunities, aft an enlarged juisoncr, by the free 
use of his limbs, soon disnds the cramped feeling 
they bad acquired when bound. 

The inhabitants of Wolfs IIoiic began to 
grumble, to ivsist, and at leijglli positively to 
refuse comidiaiiee with the exactions of Caleb 
Balderston. It was in vain he reminded them, 
that when the eleventh Lord Jlaveiivswood, called 
tlio skipiier, from his delight in naval matters, 
had encouraged the trade of their port by build- | 
ing the pic'r (a bulwark of stones rudely piled i 
together), which piotectcd the tishing-hoats from 
the weather, it had been matter of understanding 
that ho was to have the first stone of butter 
after the calving of every cow within the barony, 
and the lirst egg, called the * Monday egg,’ lahl 
by every hen on every Monday in the year. I 

Tlio fouars heard and scratched their lieads, i 
cou^lied, sneezed, and being ])ressed for answer 
rejoined with one voice, ‘ They could not say ; ’ 
— the universal refuge of a Scottish jieasaut, 
when pressed to admit a claim whi(‘h Jiis con- 
science owns, or perhajis his feelings, and his 
interest inclines him to deny. 

Caleb, however, furnished the notables of 
Wolfs Hope with a note of the requisition of 
butter and eggs, which ho claimed as ai’rcars of 
the aforesaid subsidy, or kindly aid, payable as 
above mentioned ; and having intimated that he 
would not be averse to compound the same for 
goods or money, if it was inconvenient to them 
to pay m kind, left them, as he hoped, to debate 
the mode of assessing themselves for that pur- 
pose. On tile contrary, they met with a deter- 
mined puri^ose of resisting the exaction, and 

* Burke's Speech on Bconomicxl Reform, vol. 
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wore only undecided as to tJie mode of grounding 
their op^ioBition, when the cooper, a veiy import- 
ant person on a fishing station# apd one of the 
ConscTipt Fatliers of the village, observed, * That 
their hens had caiekled mony a day for the Lords 
of Ilavciiswood, and it was time they suld caicklo 
for thohc that gave, them roosts anil barley.* A 
unanimous gi’iii intimated the assent of the 
assembly. ‘And,’ continued tJie orator, *if it's 
your wull. I’ll just tak a ste]) as far as I)unsc for 
Davie Dinguajl the uriter, that’s como frae the 
North to settle amang us, and he’ll pit this job 
to rights, I’se warrant him.' 

A day was accordingly fixed for holding a 
giand palavfr at Wolfs Dope on the subject of 
Caleb’s requisitions, and he uas invited to attend 
at tho hamlet for that jmrposc. 

He went with <)i)en Lunds and cm])ty stomach, 
inisting to All the one on his niastci’s account, 
and the other on his (n\ n score, at the cxiwnse 
of the feuars of Wolfs Ho])e. But, death to his 
hopes* as he entered the eastern end of tiio 
stiaggliiig village, the awful form of Davie Ding- 
wall, a bly, dry, liard-fisted, slircwd country 
attorney, who had already acted against the 
family of J la veiisw 00(1, and was a pi incipal agent 
of Sir William Ashton, trotted in at the western 
extremity, bestriding a leathern portmanteau 
stuffed with th(‘ feu-charters of the hamlet, and 
lioping he had not kept Mr. Balderston waiting, 
‘as he was insriuctcA and fully empowered jo 
pay or receive, comixmnd or com]>eiisatc, and, iu 
iiiio, to atjc'^ as accords, respecting all nmtual * 
and unsettled claims wdiatsoever, belonging or 
competent to the Ilonoiirahlc Kdgar Kavenswood, 
commonly called the Master ofllavonswood 

‘The JUght Honoiirahlo Kdgar Lord liamis- 
irooiif* saiii Cahd), wdlh gieat emphnsls ; for, 
though con&dous ho had little chamc of advan- 
tage in the conflict to ensue, he was resolved not 
to sacrifico one jot of honour. ‘ Lord Kavens- 
w'ood, then,' sahl the man of business ; ‘ we shall 
not quarrel with you about titles of courtesy — 
commonly called Lord Ravenswood, or Master of 
Kavenswood, hciitaldc proprietor of the lands 
and barony of Wolfs Crag, on tho one part, and 
to John Whitelish and others, feiiars in (he town 
ol Wolf’s Hope, wdthiu the barony aforesaid, on 
tho other jiart.’ 

Caleb was conscious, from sad cx])eriencc, that 
ho w’ould wage a very different strife with^ this 
mereoiiary champion, than with tho individual 
feuars tlicmsclvcs, iqion whose old recollections, 
predilections, and liabits of thinking he might 
nave wrought by a liundred indirect arguments, 
to which their deputy-rejircsentative was totally 
insensible. The issue of tho debate proved tho 
reality of his apprehensions. It was in vain ho 
strained his eloquence and ingenuity, and col- 
lected into one mass all arguments arising from 
antique custom and licrodiUry reject, from tho 
good deeds done by tho Lords of Kavenswood to 
tho community of Wolfs Hope in former days, 
and from wnat might bo expected from them in 
future. The writer stuck to the contents of his 
feu-charters— he could not see it— ’tw'as not in 
the bond. And when Caleb, determined to try 

t To act as nay be necessary and legal ; a Scottish 
i law phrase. 







what a Jittle spirit avouIiI do, deprofatod tha 
consoquences of Jjord Jtavcnswootrs withdrawin^c 
his protection from the burgh, and even hinted 
at his using activn uieasuros of roseiitraent, tho 
man of law jsiu’ort'd in his face. 

*IIis clients, ’ ho siiut, ‘had (letermined (o do 
the beat tliey eouhl for their own town, and ho 
thouglit Lord Uavenswood, sinec ho was a lord, 
might have enough to do to look after his own 
cistlo. As to any threats of stonlhrief oppies- 
sion, by ndo of thumb, or rot as the law 
termed it, he would have Mr. llaldciston leeol- 
b-t that new times were not as old times -that 
they lived on tho south of tho I'orth, and far 
from tho Highlands- -Ihst his clients tlioiight^ 
they wore able to protect theiuselvos j butshouhl 
they find themselves inistakt'ii, lluy would appl v 
to tho govorninont for tho protec-tioii oi a corporal 
and four rod-coats, who,’ haid Mr. Dingwall, 
with a grin, ‘would bo ])erle«‘tly able to .vruro 
thorn against Lord Kaveiiswoo 1, and all that ho 
or his followers eonld do by the strong hand.’ 

If Oalclj could have eoiiceiil rated all the light- 
nings of ari jtooraey in Ill's eye, to have .sliimk 
deal this oonteinuer of allegiiiiee ainl privilege, 
ho would have lauiioh(‘d tln'iii at his head, with- 
out respect to the consequences. As it wms, h ‘ 
was coiu[)3lled to turn his com so backward tj 
tho castle; and there he remained for full hilf- 
u-day invisible and in looessiblo even to Mysie, 
soque^terel i i liis own p^i-uliar dungeon, whero 
ho sit burnishing a single ji'wter plate, an I 
whistling ‘Miggio Lauder* six horns \Nithout 
intermission. 

Tho issue of this iinfortmiato requisition ha I 
shut agiiiist (Jileb all resouroos whieh oould be 
derived from Wolfs Hope and its puilieus, th' 
El Doralo, or Peru, froinwhidi, in all fonner 
1 1S03 of oxigeiioe, hi? Ind Iv'cii able to CKtia^’t 
some as'iistaiico. Ho hid, inleed, in a mum.*r, 
vowed tint the deil .sh mid hivo him, if ever Ii i 
put the print of his foil >\dliiii its eiusewiy 
again. He had liitherlo kejit Ids word ; an 1, 
strange to toll, this s' •eiiion Ivi 1, as he iiiteirlt I 
in some degree,, tho elfoet of a puiiLshmeiit u]» m 
the refractory leuars, Mr. lUlderstou had been 
a person in thoir eyes eoiin’cti* I with a siiji^'Hor 
orJor of beings, ulios'i presenee lused to gra** 
thoir little festivities, who.ie advice they fomi I 
useful on miiiy o'''asio'is, and whoso coiinnniii- 
citions give a sort of cri lit t> th*ir village. 
Tho place, tlioy aekiiowledg' I, ‘didns look as it 
usoi to do, and should do, Binee Mr. (\ileh 
kcepit the castle sic (dosedy — but, doubtless, 
touching th • cgg^ and h itter, it was a most iin- 
roasonahle domiiul, as Mr. Dingwall had justly 
made minife-it.’ 

Thin stool unHer, b<*lwiNt the parties, when 
tho old butler, tlifuigb it was gall, and worm- 
W'ood to him, fiund luuiself obliged either to 
aoknowloJgo licforo a strange man of ipiality, 
Andy what W'as much w^oi a*, l»efore tint stranger’s 
fisrvant, tho loUl inability of Wolfs Crag to 

E tuc^ A dinner, or ho must trust to the com- 
iho fenars of Wolfs Hope. It w’as a 
.mn degradation, but ncees'^ity was equally 
iilVpisinott? l»nd lawdess. With these ieelings he 
tBe street of the vilJago. 

Willing to shako himsolf from his companion 
as soon’ AS ^ysiblo^ h« dircctorl Mr* LoekUard to 


Liiukie Sma'irash*s chango-hoitso, where a din, 
proceeding fVom the revels of Bucklaw, Craigen- 
gelt, and tlieir xmrty, sounded half ’•Way down 
the street, while tho red glare from tho Window 
oaerpowored tho grey twilight which Was now 
settling (loAvn, and glinhnored against a parcel 
of old tubs, kegs, and barrels, piled up in the 
cooper’s yard, on tlio other side of tho way. 

‘If you, Mr. Jjoekliard,’ said tho old butler to 
his eompanioii, ‘wdll bo jil cased to step to the 
eli.ing<*-lu)use wdiere that light comes from, aiitl 
where, as 1 judge, they are now singing “Cauld 
Kail in Alxudeen,*’ ye may do y^our master’s 
eiTand about tho venihon, and I will do mine 
about Bueklaw h bed, as I rctiiiu frae getting 
the rest of llio viver>. It’s no that the vonisou 
Is actually iieeilfii’,’ he adclAl, detaining his eol- 
leaguo by tlio button, ‘to make uj) the dinner ; 
but, as a uunplimcnt to the hunters, ye ken— 
and, Mr. Loekhard — if they oiler ye a drink o* 
i^ill, or a eu]) o’ wune, or a glass o’ brandy, ye’ll 
lu* a wiM' man to take it, in ease tho thuiiner 
shouhl liae sianed ouis at tho ea-stlc — whilk is 
ower nmcklc to be duaded.’ 

He then peiniitted Loekhard to dejiart ; and 
with foot heavy a^ leafl, and jet lai lighter than 
liis h^art, ste]>j>e(l on Ihrough the unequal street 
of the straggling village, ]iu ilitatiiig on whom ho 
ought to mikc his first attack. It wsis necessary 
ho should find some one with whom old aeknow- 
ledgcsl greatness should w'cigh more than recent 
independence, and towliomhisapKlieation might 
appear an art of liigh dignity, riuentingat once 
and soothing. But he (‘oiild not recollect an in- 
habitant of a mind sf> constructed. *Oiir kail is 
like to be eaiild cneuch too,’ ho reflected, as the 
ehonw of ‘Daniil Kail iu Aberdeen ’ again reacdiod 
bis ears. The minister he liad got liis presenta- 
tion fiom the kite lord, but they had quarrelled 
about t(‘iiids : — the brewster’s W'ifu — she had 
trusted long and the bill was aye scored up — 
and unlc'.s the dignity of tho family should 
actually nsjuiic it, it would he a sin to distress 
a widow wsmiaii. None was so able — but, on 
the other hand, none was likely to ho less will- 
ing, to stand Ids Iricml n])on the present occasion, 
than (Sihbio (Jirder, the man of tubs and barrels 
already mentioned, wlio bad lioadoil tho insurrec- 
tion in the matter of tlic egiraud butter subsidy. 

— ‘ But a’ comes o’ taking lolk on the right side, 
J trow,’ quoth (’aleh to liimself; ‘and I had anee 
the ill hap to say he wais hut a Johnny Nowc'oine 
in our towm and the carle lioro the fatnily aii 
ill will ever since. But lie married a boniiic 
young quean, Jean Light Imdy, auld Lightbody’a 
daughter, Jdm that was in the steading of Loup- 
the-Dyke, - and auld Lighthody was married 
liimsilf to Marion, that was about my lady in 
the family foily years sync— I liae had nioiiy a 
day’s dafling wi’ Jean’s mil her, and they say she 
hides on wd’ them— the earle has Jacobuses and 
(3eorgins(‘s btiitli, an ano could get at them — and 
sure I am, it’s doing him an honour him^or his 
never deserved at our hand, the ungracious 
Rumph j'and if ho loses by us a’thegither, lie is 
e’en oheaji o’t, lie can Bjiare it brawly/ 

Shaking off irresolution, therefore, and tiirniuK 
at once upon his heel, Caleb walked hkstily back 
to the ooojier’s house, lifted the lateU without 
ceremony, and in a moment fofind himself belimd 
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the kalian, or partition^ from ^rliioh position he 
could* himself unaeou, reeoniioitro the interior of 
tho hut, or kitchen apartment* of the mansion. 

Reverse of tho sail manage at the castle of 
"Wolfs Crap:, a bickering iire roaicd up the 
cooper’s chimney. His wife on tho one side, 
in her pearlings aTid piuhling slec'ves, jmt llic 
last fmfching toucli to ' t holiday’s appard, 
while she contemplated a vciy handsoiiu' ami 
gowl-humoured f.ieo in a broken iniiror, raised 
Upon the hhil' (ilic shches on which the plalt-s 
are disposed) Jor Ijer .sja-cial iieeomm<»dc»tion. 
Her mother, old Luckic Loup -I he- 1)}/ Ke, ‘a 
canty carlino' as was williin twenty miles (»f 
her, according to the unaniinous ie]»oit oi the 
emiwurSf or gossips, .ml the tin* ni tin* full 
glory of a grogiwn*gown, Jammer heads, and a 
clean cockernoiiy, hilling a simg]>ipe oftohaeeo, 
and suporinleiuliiig llie a Mails ol tlie kitelien. 
Kor — sight more interest iii'j; to the anxious heait 
and emving cnlraihs of the (lesponding sisiesdial, 
than cither huxom dame or eanty cniunuT- there 
bubbled on the aforemid hiekeiing tiio a huge 

i )ot, or rather eauldion, steaming with beef and 
ircwis; while before it i evolved tw'o spits, turned 
each by one of the coojier’s apjweuliees, siated in 
the opposite corners (d' the chimney; the one 
loaded with a ouaiter of mutton, while the other 
W'as graced witli a fat goo^e ami a hiaee ol wild 
ducks. Tho sight and seeiit of siwh a lind ol 
plenty almost wholly o\ereaim» tho diooplng 
spirits of 'Caleb, lie turned, lor a moments 
space, to rocofinoitvo tho bniy or parlour (md ol 
tno house, and theie siw <\ sight M-aiee less 
affcctiug to his teuliugs, - a laige loiuid table, 
covered for ten or twelve jicisoiis, fhrond (ae- 
oordiug to his own favouiite teim) w lih 
as white as snow; giMiid llagons of ])twter, 
iulormix'cd with one or two silver cups, con- 
taining, as was ])tohal)le, something woi thy the 
brilliancy of their outward npjieaianee ; clean 
trenchers, cuTty spoons, kniv'cs and loik^, sluiip, 
burnished, aiul yirompt for action, which lay all 
displayed as lor an cspcfial festival. 

‘Tho devil's in the ]>eddling tub-coo}>oriiig 
caile!’' muttered (Jaleb, in all the envy of as- 
[ touishment ; ‘it’s a shame to sec the like o’ 
i tlioin gusting their gibs at sie a rate. But if 
’’•somo o’ that gude eln*er dois not lind its way 
r to Wolfs drag this night, my name is not Cakd) 
Bahlorston.’ 

So resolving, he entered tlic anartment, and, in 
' all courteous giecting, sjiluted both tho uiotlier 
and the daughter. Wolfs (Jrag was the court 
of tjio barony, (Jalob prime minister at Wolfs 
drag; and it has over been remarked, that 
though the masculine sulijcet who j»ays the 
taxes smnotimos growls at tlio courtiers by 
wh^lpl they arc imposed, tbo said courtiers con- 
tinue, nevertheless, wclcouic to the fair sex, to 
whom they funiisli the newest smill talk and 
the earliest fashions. Ibd U flic dames were, there- 
foro, at onco about old Caleb’s neck, settingup 
their tlwoats togcLlior by way of welcome. 

*Ay, sirs, Mr. Balderston, and is this you? —A 
sight of ytJtt is gude for sair een— sit dow'u- sit 
down-^tho mideinan ivill be blithe to see you— 
ye nar saw him sac codgy in your life ; but wo 
are to christen our bit wean the night, as ye will 
apc| 4onbtlcBB ye will stay and see the 


ordinance. —Wo boo killed a wether, and ano o’ 
our lads has be<n out wi’ his gun at the moss— 
yo used to like wild-fowl.' 

* a na— gudewife, ’ said Caleb ; * I j ust kcoki t 
in to wish ye joy, and I wad bo glad to hao 
spok<*n wi’ the gudcmaii, but ’——moving, as if 
to go away. 

‘ riic ne'er a fit \e*s gang,' said the ehlcr dame, 
laughing, ami liohling liim last, with a freedom 
wliieh hflongul to Iheir old ae(]naintanec ; 'wha 
kens Avhal ill it m.iy hiiiig to tho linirn, if yo 
owtilook it in th.it gait ^ ’ 

‘But I’m in a j*i( eeese huriy, giidew'ifc,* said 
the 1 >11 tier, siJleriiig Ininsolf to be diaggcd to a 
M it without mueh rcsi‘,i.inee ; ‘and as to oaf- 
in*;’— lor he ()l>serv(‘d the mistress ol llxxhvelling 
bnslling ahoui to place a tiem*liei for him— ‘aa^ 
lor eilnig— l.iek-a-day, we aie just killed np 
yombr wi’ eating frae moining to night — its 
slunicfu’ opicmism; but that’s what wo Lao 
gotten frac) the Kngbsh ]>oek-puddings.* 

‘Jlont mver mind tlie Biiglisli ]>o(*k-]>nd- 
dings,’ said Lm‘kie Lighlhody; ‘tiyour puddings, 
Mr. Bahlerston — tin le is black pudding and 
while-hass -tiy wliilk ye like liest.^ 

‘Bdthgnde baithexeellent -canna he bettor; 
but the vciy smell is (»mm( h loi me that liae dined 
sae lately’ (the laithful wretch Jiail lasted since 
da^ 1)1 oak). ‘But I wadna allront yonr lionse- 
wifeskop, giulevvife; ami, with jour pei mission, 
I’se e’ln ])it them in my napkin, and eat them 
to niy supper at e’en, lor I’m wearied of IVlysie’s 
])astry amt nonsense ye kmi landward duintica 
a\o j>leas(‘d me best, Mai ion- and landward 
lasses tot)’ -(looking at Ihe i-oopci ’s vv ife) — * Ne’er 
a hit but she hxiks lar better than when she 
man led Uilhert, and then slie was the bonniest 
hs, ill our ])arochiiu‘ and the neist tiH’i. — But 
gawsio cow, goodly talk’ 

Tlic woimm smiled at the compliment each to 
hervlf, and tiny smihsl again to ea(.li other aa 
dilcl) wrapped up the puddings in a low'd W'liidi 
he had hrouglit with him, as a diagoou carries his’ 
Jbiaging bag to leet ivc wlial may lull in his way. 

‘Ami what news at the castle?’ < 3 [iio’ tJio 
gmlewilc. 

‘News?- the bravest news vt ever beard— tbo 
Loul Keejicr’s uj) yonder wi’ his fair daughter, 
just ready to fling In i at my loid’s iieail, if bo 
winna l.ik her out o’ Ids aims ; and I’so wairaut 
lie’ll stitch our auld lamls of leavens wood to her 
petticoat tail.’ 

‘ Mil ! siis - ay » and will he hao her?— and 
i.s sho w'cel favoured ’—and whafa the colour o’ 
her hair and does she wear a habit ora railly?* 
were tli<' questions wliicli the females showered 
uj)on tho butler. ^ 

‘llout tout !-'*it wad tak a man a clay to 
answ'cr a’ your que.stion.s, and I hao hai’diy a 
minute. AVliero’s the gudeman ? ’ 

* Aw’a to fetch the minister,’ said Mrs. Girder, 

' iredous Mr. Peter Bide - the - Bent, frae the 

uss-head — the honest man has the rheumatism 
wi' lying in tho hills in the persecution, * 

* Ay 1— a Whig and a mountain man — nao less*’ 
said Caleb, with a tieevishness he could not' 
suppress s * I liae seen tho day, Liickie,* when 
worthy Mr. Cufleushion and the service -book 
would hae served your turn ’ (to the elder (laitie)i 
‘or ony hopost; womap in Jifee oirw^Ptance^,* 
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‘And that's true too,’ said Mrs. Lightbody, 
‘but what can a body do Joan foaun baith 
ging her i)salins and busk her cockornony the 
gait the gudcujaii Jikes, and iiao ithor gait ; for 
he’s inaistcr and inair at liamc, I can tell yo, 
Mr. Jialdorsloii.’ 

‘Ay, ay, and docs lio guide thn gear loo?’ 
said Caleb, to whose projects masciilino lule 
boded little good. 

* Ilka penny on’t — but be’ll dross her as dink 
as a daisy, as ye soo— sac she lus little reason to 
complain — ^>vliere there’s ano better afl* Iheie’s 
ten waur.* 

‘Aweel, gudewife,’ said Caleb, ciest - fallen, 
but not beaten olf, ‘that ^\asnll the way jo 
gnided your gudenian ; but ilka land lias il^ nin 
lauch. I maun be ganging. —I just wanted to 
lound in the gudenian’s lug, that 1 hcaid them 
say np by yonder, that IVter Puncheon that was 
cooper to tin* (}ueen\s stores at the Timmer 
Burse at Leith, is dead -sae 1 thonglit that 
niaybe a wrord Irae my lord to the Lord Keepeu* 
might hue served (iilbert; but since he’s frae 
hamo ’ 

‘O, but3T maim stay his hame coming,* said 
the dame ; *I a^e telPit the gudenian \e meant 
weel to him ; hut lie taka the t^nit at every bit 
lippeiiiiig w’ord.’ 

Awecl, I’ll stay tlie last minute I can.’ 

‘ And so,’ Slid the handsome young spouse of 
Mr. (firder, *yo think this Miss Ashton is weel- 
favoured ? — troth, and sae should she, to set up 
foi our young lord, with a face, and a liaiul, and 
a seat on his horse, that might lieeome a king’s 
son -d’ye ken that he aye glowers up at my 
window, Jilr. lialdciston, when he ehaiieea to 
lido thro’ the town, sae I hne a I’ght to ken 
what like he is, as weel as 0113 body.’ 

*1 ken that l)lawd3^’ siid Caleb, ‘for 1 hae 
heard his lordship say, the coopei’s wile had 
the blaekost ee iu the barony ; and 1 h«iid, 
“Wool may that he, inv lord, for it was liei 
mithor’s afore her, as I k^*ii to myrost” Kh, 
Marion? Ha, lia, ha! -Ah ! these weie inony 
days ! * 

^Hout awa, aide! eaile,’ said the old dame, 
* to speak sio daffin to young folk ’ — But, .lean 
— woman, dinua yo hear tho baiin greet ? 
I’so warrant it’s that dreary weid* ]^a^s come 
ower’t again.* 

Up got motluT and grandmother, and scoured 
away, jostling r‘'ieh other as they ran, into aome 
remote corner of the teucineiit, ivlicro the young 
hero of the evening was deposited. When Galeh 
saw the coast fairly clear, he took an invigorating 
pinch of srmff, to shaij>eii ami eoiihim liis 
resolution, 

Cauld be my lasr, thought he, if either Bide- 
thc-Bent or Girder taste that broehe of wihl- 
fowd tills e\cning ; and then addiossing the 
eldest turnspit, a boy of about eleven ycais old, 
and pnitiiig a penny into bis hand, he said, 
‘Hero is twal pennies, t inj" man ; eariy that 
ower to Mrs, SVia’lrash, and hid Ins fill iny 
mull wi’ sneeshin, and I'll turn tin broehe for 
y© the meantime -■ and she will gie ye a 
j^fii^rbread snap for your pains.’ 

** fMf, a ll^rish cold ; a disotdei' iacident to Infant! 

'.4 


Ko sooner Was the elder boy departed on this 
mission, than Caleb, looking tno remaining 
turnspit gravely and steadily in the face, re- 
moved from the lire the sjiit bearing the wild- 
fowl .of which ho had undertaken tho charge, 
ela2>ped his liat on his liead, and faii'ly marched 
off with it. lie stojiped at the doof of the 
ehaiige-house only to say, iu a few^ bvioT words, 
that Mr. Ilayston of Bueklnw was not to expect 
a bed that ciening in tho castle. 

If this message was too bri *fly delivered by 
Caleb, it beeaino absolnto rudeness when con- 
veyed tluongh the medium of a suburb lancl- 
kidy; and Bneklaw w'as, as a more calm and 
temperate man might have heon, highly incensed. 
Cjiptciiii C’raigruigelt proposed, with Ihc imauitn- 
ous applause ol all present, that they should 
course the old fox (meaning Caleb) eve he got to 
cover, and toss him in a blanket. But Lock- 
hard intimated to his master’s servants «id 
those of Tjoid Bittlcluains, in a tone of authoiity, 
that the slightest iini)eitincnLe to the Master of 
Bavenswood’s domestic woiihl give Sir Wiliiam 
Ashton the highest oflem e. And having so said, 
ill a manner Miflicient to ])revenf any aggression 
on their nart, he lefl tho jaiblie-house, taking 
along witli lilm two servants loaded with such 
proiisions as he had been a}»le to procure, .and 
overtook Caleb just wlicn ho had cleared tho 
village. 


(7/J7V7iA’ AVA 

Should I tiXc aii^lu of ’tis iriw I )>e{;crcrl now ; 

Ami, wh.it !> worse llun th it, I ‘tolc .1 kimh)css ; 

Ami, wh.it is wuist of .ill, 1 lost m> w.iy in t. 

Wll WITHOUT Monly. 

Tnr face of Ihe little boj', sole witness of 
('abb’s infiingemeiit upon the Jawh at once of 
piopeity and liospitality, would have made a 
good puture. He sit motionless, ns if ho had 
witnessed some of (he s])ectial apjiearanecs which 
lie had Iieaid told of in a wintci’s evening ; ami 
as he forgot his own duty, and allowed his spit 
to .stand hIiII, he ailded to tho misfortunes of tho 
evening, by .sufleiing tlie mutton to burn as 
bla(k as coal. He was fust leealled from bis 
tiaiiei* of astoiiisbmeiit by a hearty cuff, adminis- 
tered by Dame Liglithoily, who (in whatever 
other rrsi>ects sV- might conform to her name) 
was a woman strong of person, and expert in 
the use of her hands, as some say her deceased 
husband harl known to bis cost. 

‘What garr’d yo lot the roast burn, yo ill- 
clcckit gude-for-nonght / ’ 

‘ I dinna ken,’ said the hoy. 

‘And where’s that ill-doedy gett, Giles 

‘ I dinna kCn,’ blubbered Hie astonisliod de- 
clarant. 

‘And wOierc’s Mr. Balderstoii ?-and abunea’, 
and in tlie name of coumll and kirk-sossioii, 
that I &uld say sae, where’.s the broehe wi’ tho 
wild-fowl ’ ’ 

As Mis. Girder hero ent(*rod, and loined her 
mother’s cxelamatioiis, screaming info, one ear 
while the del lady deafoiiod tho other, they 
succeeded in so utterly confounding the unhainiy 
ureWn, tliat he coijld not for pome tint© toU hiu 
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story at all, and it was only when the tslder boy 
retumady tiuit the truth began to dawn on their 
inihds. 

* Weel, airs ! * said Mrs. Lightbody, ^ wha wad 
hao thought 0* Caleb Balderhton playing an 
auhl acquaintauoG siu a plibkic i ’ 

* 0 , *weary on him ! ’ said the spouse of Mr. 
Girder } * and what aui 1 1 1 say to the gndonian ' 
— ^lie’ll brain me, if there uasiia anitlier woman 
in a» Wolfs Hope.’ 

‘Hout tout, silly qiioan,’ said Iho mother; 
*na, na—it’s come to muckle, but it’s no come 
to that neither ; for an he ln'ain you he maun 
brain luo, and I have gair’d his bettors stand 
back — hands afl' is fair ]day - ue mauna lioed 
a bit llytiiig.’ 

Tlio tramp of I’lorsos now announeod the 
arrival of the cooper, witJi tlje minister. They 
)iad no sooner dismounted tlian they made for 
the kih'lien lire, for the evening was cool aftm' 
the tlnmdorstonn, and the woods net and dirty. 
The young giidewifc, strong in the charms of 
her Sunday gown and ])iggonets, threw herself 
in the way of roeei\iTig the liist attack, while 
her mother^ like the veteran division of the 
Roman legion, remained in tlio rear, ready to 
support her in case of necessity, llotli hoped 
to protract the discovery of what had haiipcned — 
the mother, by intcrj)oaing her bustling person 
betwixt Mr. Girder and the fire, and the daughter 
by the extreme cordiality with which she received 
the minister and Iier luishand, and the anxious 
f(*nrs which she expressed lost they should have 
‘gotten cauld.’ 

‘ Could ? ’ quoth the husband surlily- for ho 
was not of that class of lords and masters w’hose 
wives are viceroys over them -‘we’ll ])0 cauld 
oneiicli, I think, if yo dinna let us in to the 
lire.’ 

And so saying, ho Imrst his w%‘iy througli both 
lines of defcyic^ ; and, as he had a caroiul eye 
over Ins pro)»erty of every kind, he })ereeived at 
one glance the absence of the sjdt with its 
savoury burden. * What the deil, woman ’ 

‘Fie for shame • * exel aimed both the w’omcn ; 
‘and before Mr. Bidc-thc-Beiit ! ’ 

‘ I stand reproved, ’ said the cOoi)or ; ‘ but ’ 

‘ 3^0 taking in onr mouths tlic name of tho 
great enemy of onr souls,* said Mr. Bide-the- 
Bent 

— ‘I Starid reproved,’ said the cooper. 

— ‘ Is an exposing onrsel’s to Jliis temptations,’ 
continued the reverend monitor, ‘and an invit- 
ing, or in some sort a eoinjielling, of liiin t-o lay 
aside his other trafiTicking witli unliaimy jieisons, 
and wait upon those in whose speech iiis name is 
fremieut.’ 

‘ Weol, vreel, Mr. Bido-the Bent, can a man do 
raair than stand re])Tovodr said tho cooper; 
‘ but just let me ask tho women what for they 
hae dished the wild-fowi before we came.’ 

‘They arena dished, Gilbert,’ said his wife; 
* but— but accident ’ 

*Wh*t accident?’ said Girder, with flash- 
ing eyes — 'Nae ill come ower them, I trust? 
Uhl* 

His viiie, w'lio stood in awe of him, durst not 
r^pljr ; but her mother bustled up to her support, 
arms disposed as if they were about to be 
at tho noxt re|)ly,— giod them to An 


acquaintance of minoi Oibbio* Girder ; and what 
about it now 1 * 

Her excess of assurance struck Girder mute for 
an instant. ‘‘And ye gied the wild^fowl, the 
best end of our eliilstenhig dinner, to a friend of 
yours, ye auhl nidas ! And what might /u's 
name be, 1 j)ray yts ^ ’ 

‘Jiisl worthy Mr. f’ah‘1) Baldcuston frae Wolfs 
(’rag,’ answeio'd Clarion, prompt and prepared for 
battle. 

Girder’s wrath foamed over all restraint. If 
there was a eircumslatice vvliioli could have added 
tothcresentmeiil he felt, it was, that this extra va* 
gant donation liad been made in favour of our 
Iricnd Caleb, towards wliom, for reasons to which 
the reader is no stranger, ho nourished a decided 
re.sentment. He rais(*d liis nding-wand against 
the elder matron, but she stood firm, eolleetedin 
licrnclf, and undauTitedly brandished the iron 
laflle with whieli she. had just been flmnhing 
{Anglke^ basting) tbo loast of mutton. Her 
weapon was certainly the }>ett(T, and her arm 
not the weakest of tho two ; so that (lilbcrt 
tlionght it safest to turn short off upon his wife, 
who had by this time Isifclied a sort of hysterical 
whine, which g» cat I3" moved tlip minister, who 
was ill facias simj)Ic and kind-hearted a creature 
as ever hreatlied. — ‘And you, ye tliowless jaud, 
to sit still and see my substarice'ilisponed upon to 
an idle, dnmken, reprobate, woini-calen seiTing- 
mnn, just because lie kittles the lugs o’ a silly 
auld wife W’i* useless elavers, and eveiy tw^a W'or(fs 
a lee fll gar you as glide ’ 

Here the iniinstcr iuterjuised, both by voice 
and action, while Dame Lightbody threw her- 
self in front of her daughter and flonrislicd her 
ladle. 

‘ Am I no to cljastise my ain wdfe ? * exclaimed ' 
the cooper, vciy indignantly. 

‘Ve may chastise your aiu v\ife if yo like,* 
answcied Daims Lightbody ; ‘but yc shall never 
lay finger on my dangliter, and that yo may 
found iqion.’ 

‘ For shame, Mr. Girder ! ’ said the elcrgyiflau ; 
‘tliis is what 1 little expected to have seen of 
you, that you siild give rein to yoiir sinful jjassions 
against your nearest and your deal est ; ond this 
night, too, when ye are called to tho most solemn 
duly of a (’hristian i>arent- and a’ for what ? for 
a redundancy of creature-comforts, aS worthless 
as fbry ai e unnecdful.’ 

‘Worthless!’ exclaimed the coojier ; ‘abetter 
guse never walkit or stubble ; twa finer, dentier 
wdid-dneks never wat a feather.* 

* He it sac, neighb9ur,’ I’cjoined the minister ; 

‘ but see what superfluitic.'? are yet revolving before 
your fire. 1 have seen the day when ten of the 
I)annocks which stand upon that board would 
have been an acceptable dainty to as maty men, 
that were Starving on hills and bogs, and in caves 
of the earth, for the gospel’s sake,’ 

‘ And that’s what vexes mo maist of a’,* said 
tlie cooper, anxious to get some one to syiApetliize 
with his not altogether causeless anger ; ‘an tho 
quean had gien it to ony suflering saittit, or to 
onybody ava but that reiving, lying, oppressing 
Tory villain, that rade in the wdoked tropp of 
militia v^hen it was commanded out a^nst tho 
saunta At Bothwell Brig by the auld tyrant 
AllAn Ravonswood, iliatls gAne to his pla<fe, I 
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wad the less hae xniudod it. 

E rmcipal part o’ the feast 

ini I 

* Awoel, Oilbcrl,' said the minister, ‘and dinna 
yo see a hif(h judgment iii this ?— The seed of the 
righteous arc not seen begging their bread —think 
of tile son of a 2 n>weriul op 2 )ressor being brought 
to the j)ass of suj^porting his household from 
your fid ness.’ 

‘And besides,’ said the wife, ‘it wasna for 
Lord Itavenswood neiLber, an In* wad hear but a 
body si)eak--it was to lielp to entertain the 
Lord Keei)er, as they ca’ Idrn, that’s ui) yonder at 
Wolfs Crag.’ 

‘Sir William Ashton at Wolfs Crag^’ ejaeii- 
lated tlio astonished man of 1 um)]>s ami sta\es. 

‘And hand and glove Jjord Jui\i nswood,’ 
added Dame Lighthody. 

‘Doitetl idiot ! —that auld elaveiiiig siieclc- 
dsawer wad gar ye trow the moon was made o’ 
green cheese. T1 lo Lord Keeper and Ka\ ensw ood < 
they are cat and dog, hare and hound.’ 

‘I tell ye they an* man and wife, and gree 
hotter than some others that arc sae,’ ivtojt(‘d 
the mothor-in-Iaw ; ‘forhy, J Vter I'unehcoii, tliat’s 
cooper to the <iiie(*n’s stores, is dead, and the 

place is to fill, and’ 

‘0(1 guide us, wull yo hand your skilling 
tongues?’ said tliider,- -lor we aie to leinaik, 
that this explanation was given like a catch tor 
two voices, the younger dtjine, much encomaged 
by the turn of tbo debate, taking up, and rcp<*ai- 
iiig in a higher tone, the words as fast as they 
^\er(i uttered by lier mother. 

‘The giulewife sa}s naetliing hut u bat’s tine, 
maistor,* said (xirder’s loieinan, who had (ome 
in during the fray. ‘J saw the Lord Keeper’s 
aervanks drinking and driving ower at Luekie 
Sma’ trash’s, ow'(*i by yonder.’ 

‘ And is their inaiister up at Wolfs Crag? ’ said 
Girder. 

‘ Ay, troth is ho,’ rc])lied his man of eoiifidenee. 
‘And fiieuds wi’ Itavenswood V 
‘ It’s like sae,’ answered the foreman, ‘ since he 
is imttingup’' wd’ him.’ 

‘ And Puncheon’s deaii t * 

^Ay, ay— riiiicheon has leaked out at last the 
aiild carle,’ said the fonman ; ‘iiionv a diibbh* o’ 
brandy has gaen through him in his day. But 
as for the brochc and the wihl-fowd, the saddle’s 
no air your mavo yet, niaister, and I could 
follow aiid bring it back, for Mr. Balderston’s no 
far aff the towoi yet.* 

‘Do sae, Will — and come here— I’ll tell ye 
what to do wdieii ye owertakc him.’ 

lie relieved the females of liis jiroaencc, and 
gave Will his private inslructionH. 

‘ A bonnic-like thing,’ stud flic mother-in-law, 
as the cooper re-entered the apartment, ‘‘to send 
the innocent lad after an nnned man, wlien ye 
kon Mr. Balderston aye weais a rapier, and 
whiles a dirk into the }»‘arg,iin.’ 

*1 trust,’ said the minister. * ye have reflected 
wcel Oil what ye have done, ‘lest you should 
minister cause of strife, of wldeh it is my duty 
y/'to f«»y> who aflbrdcth matter, albeit lu* liiin- 
flcif Utl^atli not, is in jio manner guiltless.’ 

' fauh your beard, Mr. Bklc-the-Bont,’ 
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replied Qirder ; ‘ana oanna get their breath out 
bctw’eon wives and tninistera— I ken bast how to 
turn my ain cake.-— Joan, servo up the dinner, 
and nao mair about it.’ 

Nor did lie again allude to tbe deficiency in 
the course of the evening. 

Meantime, the foreman, mounted onhisujjtoor’s 
biec(h anri charged w ith his special ordersjjmtiked 
swiftly forth in pursuit of the maraudl^flWOh, 
Tliiit ])eis(>iiage, it may be imagined,' did tipt 
linger l)y tlio way. JIo intermitted <iven his 
deaily-beJoved eliatter, for the purpose oftnaking * 
more haste, only assuring J^Ir. Loi^hfird that lie 
had mad(‘ the iiurveyor’s w ife give the wild-fowl a 
lew turns Ijcfore the lire, in ease that Mysio, wdio 
had been so mueb alarmed by tbe tiiuiidcr, should » 
not have her kiteben-grate full splendour, 
Meanwiiile, alleging the ncecwssity of being at 
Wolf’s (’Mg as soon as possible, he jmshed on so 
last that his companions could scarce kecj) up 
with him. Ho began already to think lie W’as 
sale -from pm 'suit, having gamed the summit of 
the swelling oiuinenoe whicdi divides Wolfs Crag 
tioiii tlie \ illage, when he heard the distant trca<l 
of a Ji(}i*se, and .i voice which shouted at intervals, 
‘Mr. Caleb Mr. Bilderston -Mr. Caleb Baldcr- 
stoii -li.dlo bide a wee ! * 

('lit b, it may be ell believed, W'as in no hurry 
to aeknow lodgt* tJie summons. First, ho woul'd 
not hear it, and faet'd his comjianionsdown, that 
it was the echo of the wdnd ; then ho said it was 
not woith stopping for ; and at length, halting 
1 cluetaut ly , as tlie liguro of tlic horw%nan appeared 
through the hliadt's of the evening, he bent up 
Ills whole sotd to the task of defending his prey, 
threw' himself into an attitude of dignity, ad- 
vanced the sjiit, wdiieli in his grasp might wdtli 
its burden seem both siiear and sliiold, and firmly 
resolved to die latlier than suriendcr it, 

What W’as his astonisbinent, w’hon the cooper’s 
foiennn, liding Uj) and addres.sing him with 
resjH'ct, told liiin, ’his master w'lis tery soiTy he 
was iih-,eut when Ik* came to his dw'elling, and 
giioved tU.it he could not taiiy the christening 
dinner ; and th.at hr* had taen the freedom to 
send a sini’ riindlct of sack, and ano anker of 
l)iaii<ly,as he understood theicw'crc guests at the 
castle, and that they were short of preparation.* 

1 hive heard somewhere a story of an elderly 
genflcmaii who W'as ]nirsued by a hear that bail 
gotten loose from its miiz/de, until completely 
exhausted. In a lil of desperation he faced round 
upon Bruin and lit ted his cane ; at the sight of 
w hich the instim t of disei])lino jircvailed, and 
the .inimal, instead of tearing liim to pieces,' rose 
up upon his liind legs, and instantly began to 
shuffle a saraband. Not less than tlie joyful 
surprise of the vsenior, W’Jio had supposed himself 
in the extremity of ]>cril from wdiieh lie was thus 
nnexjieetedly relieved, w’as that of our exeellent 
fiiend Caleb, when ho tound the pursuer in- 
tended to arid to liis ])ri7e, instead of bereaving 
liim of it. He reeoveied liis attitude, however, 
instantly, so soon as tlio foreman, Btoopjpg from • 
Ills nag, where bo sal ])erehed betwixt tbo two 
barrch, wbisin'ied in his ear,—* If onything 
about Peter Ikinelieon’s place could bo aiirtod tbeir 
way, Gilbert Girder wad mak it better to IhO 
Master of Kavensivood than a pair of now gloves ; 
aii4 that lie wad bo bljtho to spsak irp jKi49ter 
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lialdet’ston on that }iead, and lie Avad find him 
as pliant as a hoop-willow in a* that ho could 
wish of him/ 

Caleb hoard all this without rendering any 
answer, except that of all gi*eat men from Louis 
XIV. dowuiwards, namely, ‘ We will sec* about 
it ; ' and then added aloud, for the edification 
ot Mr. Lockhard, — ‘ Your .1 aster has acted with 
becoming civility aufi at tuition in forwarding 
tho limiors, and I will not tail to i(*pr(*seiiL it 
propcrlj to my Lord J{.'iv<ms\vood. And, my 
lad,’ ho said, *you may ride on to tlic castle, and 
if none of the servants are ictuniod, wliilk is to 
he dreaded, as they make day and night of it w In'ii 
they arc out of sight, ye may ]nit tliem into tin* 
porter’s lodge, whilk is on tlic right hand of the 
great entry — the poitor has got h*ivc lo go to see 
Jiis friends, sae ye w^ill meet: no ane to steer }e.’ 

The foreman, having received his onlcis r(ide 
oil ; and, having dejiosited tin* casKs in the 
deserted and ruinous jxntei s lodge, lie letiirned 
uiiquesiioiied by any oin*. 1 laving thus e\c<*ntod 
his master’s eommissioii, and dolled his bonnet 
to Caleb and liis eompany as he repassod them 
in his way to the village, lie retnnicd to ha\e 
his share of the eliristening lestiiity.’' 


ClLirTER Kill 

As, to the autumn l)ree/c s bugle sound, 

Various and \1lgvic the diy K,ivc. daiiLc thcii round*. 
Or, from tlic gainer-door, on ether boine, 

The chair flies devious fioin the winnow’d corn; 

So vague, ^ so dtvious, at the hienlli of hca\en, 

From theii fix'd aim arc moit4il counsels driv n. 

Anonymous. 

We loft Caleb llaldcrston in the extremity 'of 
triumph at the buccess of his various aehie\e- 
ments for the honour of tho house of Uavcusw'otKl. 
When he had mustcied and marshalled his 
dishes of divers kiiids^ a more loyal provision 
had not been seen in Woirs (’rag hinco the 
funeral feast of its dcecasecl loid. (Ircat w’as the 
glory of the aerviiig-maii, as lie dtcoiud tlic ol<i 
tiakeii table with a dean doth, and arranged 
upon it carbonade 1 \(*Tiison and loasled wild- 
fowl, with a glance, every now and tiuii, as if to 
upbraid tho ineredulily of his mast* r and his 
guests; and with inany a stoiy, more or le^s 
true, W'as Lockhard that evening regaled eoii- 
cerning tho ancient grandeur ^f Wolfs Crag, 
and the sway of its barons over the country in 
Iheir neighbourhood. 

‘ A vassal scarce held ji calf or a lamb his aiii, 
till he had first asked if the Loid of Kaveiiswood 
was plewed to accept it ; and they w*cro obliged 
to asK the lord’s consent before they married in 
those daya, and mony a merry talc the^ tell about 
that rignt as wool as otlicr.s. Aud altliough,’ 
said C^ob) * these times arc not like Hie glide 
•auld times, when authority had its right, yet 
true it iBf Mr. Lockhard, and you yoursi*!’ iiifiy 
partly have remarked, that we of the house of 
Kavenswood do our endeavour in keeping up, 
by all just and lawful exertion of our baronial 
authority, that due and fitting connexion betwixt 
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superior and vassal, wliilk is in some danger of 
falling into desuetude, owing to the general 
licence and misrule of these present unhappy 
times.' 

‘ Umph I’ said Mr. Lockhard ; ‘and if I may 
impiiie, Mr. llaldor.^lon, i)rny do you find your 
peo]ile at ihc Yill.ige yonder amenable ¥ ior I 
must noeib say, that at’ itavensAY'ood Castle, now 
periaining to my master, tJie Lord Keeper, ye 
have not Jett IxiniKl ye the most compliant set 
ot leimntiy.’ 

'Ah> but, Mr. Loekhaid,’ u'jilied Caleb, *ye 
must consider Iheie has liecii a iluinge of lianoB, 
and the auld lord might exjieel twa turns frae 
them, wlien the luw (omei tanna get aue, A 
dour and fiaetious set tJiey ymk*. Iliac tenants 
ol Kaveiiswood, and ill to li\e wi’, wlien they 
diiina ken tlieir niastei and if j'our nuusler jiut 
them mad ance, llie whole (ouiitiy VYill not put 
them down.’ 

‘ Troth,' said Mr. Lockhard, ‘an such be the - 
case. 1 think the wisest thing lor ns a’ wad he 
to liammei u]i a match lietween your young loid 
and our winsome )onng leildy up hy theie ; and 
»Sir William might jiisl stitch voni aiild baiony 
to lier gow'ii-slecYe, and he wad sum* euitlet 
aiiothei out o’ somehndy elf'C, sie a Jang head as 
lie has.’ 

(^alfh .‘hook his head. ‘I wish/ he said, *I 
wish that may aiiswei, Mr. Lockhard. There 
me auld piophctics about Ibis liouse I v\ad like 
ill to sec lulljllcd wi’ mj auld ecu, that has seen 
evil eueuth alieady.’ 

‘i'sliaw * never mind lii'its,’ said liis brother 
butler; ‘if the young lolk bked ane nnithor, 
they VYttd make a winsome (on]*le. Ihit, to pay 
truth, tlieie is a Icddy sits in our liall-neuk, 
maun have lier hand in that as well ns in every 
otlier job. Ihit there’s no luiim in diinking to 
their healths, and I v\iU lill Mrs. My.sic a cup 
of Mr. Cirder’.s canary.' 

While Ihi'y thus enjoyed themselves in the 
kitchen, the (.uni]*any in the liall wti'o not loss 
pleasantly engaged. So soon as Kavensw^ood 
Jiad deteiniiiied upon giving the l^ord Keeper 
such hospitality as he had to offer, lie deemed 
it imumbenl on him to assume the open and 
courteous brow of a vYcll-jdeasi d host. It lias 
1 ecu often leinaiked, that wboii a man com- 
mences by aiting a eliaraeter, be fiequently ends 
by adopting it in good eaniest. Tn the couise 
I of on iiour or two, Kavensw’ood, to his own 
sm prise, found Liiiisell in the situation of one 
who frankly does his best to entertain welcome 
and lionourod giicsts. How much of this change 
iu his disposition was ^ to be ascribed to the 
beauty and sinijilieity of Miss Ashton, to the 
readiness witli which she accommodated herself 
to the inconveniences of her situation — how 
much to tho smooth and plausible conversation 
of the Lord Keeper, remaikably gifted with those 
w’onls winch win tho car, must be left to tho 
reader’s ingenuity to conjecture. But Kavciis- 
wood w'as insensible to neither. 

Tlic Lord Keejicr w^as a veteran statesman, 
well acquainted with courts and cabinets, and 
intimate with all the various turns of public 


^ Cuid^ may answer to the elegant modem phrase 
uiddh* * » 
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affaird daring the last eventful years of tlie 
jbovetiteouth century, lie eoiilil talk, from his 
own knowloflgc, of men and events, in a “way 
which failed not to win attention, and lja<l the 
pocuJiar art, wliilc lie never said a word wliicli 
colnmilhjd himself, at the same time, to [H»rsii.ulo 
tiie hearer thst ho was speaking without the 
least sliadow of serupulous caution or reserve. 
Kaven.swoofl, in siiite of his ])rejudieps and real 
grounds of reHontiiUMit, felt himself at once 
amused and insi meted in listening to Idin, while 
the statesman, whoso inward let'lings had nt first 
so much impeded his efforts to )nakc himself 
known, had now regainedall Ihceascaiid tlneiieyof 
a silver-tongued lawyer of the vt‘iy highest onler. 

Ilis daughter dni not s]»r‘ak mueli, hut she 
smiled ; and what she did say aigned a snhmr 
hive genilciKaa, and a desiie to give pleasure, 
which, to a proud man like Ihivenswood, w’as 
more faseimitiug than the inosl hiilliant wit. 

• Above all, lie eould not hut observe that, whether 
from gratitude, or from soim* other motive, he 
himself, in his deserted and unprovided hall, 

K W'as as inueh the ohjoet of respeetful atteiition 
to liis guests, as he would have been when 
surrounded hy all the apjilianees and mc«ons 
of hospitality ]>roj»cr to his higli birth. All 

* deficiencies jiassed unobs^'rvod, or if they did not 
escape notice, it was to jiraise the siihstitutes 
which Caleb had ooiitrivefl to supply the want 
of the usual accoinmodations. Where a smile 
was unavoidable, it W'os a very good-humoured 
one, and often coupled with some wTlI-tuined 
coin])Uineiit, to show how much the guests 
esteemed the inoiiis of their uolile host, liow 
little they thought v»f tlie iiiconvciiien<*Ps with 
vvhieli they w'erc sui rounded. I am not sure 
whether the ]iride of being found to outbaUnee, 
in virtue of his own per,vmfil merit, all the «lis- 
advaiitagcs of fortune, did not make .is favour.ible 
an impression upon tlic haughty heait of the 
Master of Ravciiswuod, as the conveisation of 
the father and the beaut} of Lucy Ashton. 

The hour of ivposc niiivcd. The Keeper and 
Ids daughter retired to their ap.irtmeiits, wdiieh 
were ‘decored' more piopeiiy than could liave 
been anticipated. In making tlic uei'cssary 
atraiigcmonts, ]\Iysie bad iiidet'd enjoyed tlic 
assistance of a gossip wiio bad ui lived from the, 
village upon an exfrloratoiy c\j)edition, but bad 
been arrested by Caleb, and impressed into the 
domestic dnidgery of the evening. So that, 
instead of returning home to describe the dress 
and person of the grand young lady, she found 
herself oompolled to ho active iii the domestic 
economy of Wolf’s Crag. 

According to the custom of the time, the 
]^astet of llavonswood attended the ]jOi’<i Keeper 
to his apartment, followed by (ialeb, who placed 
oil the table, with all the eeremonials duo to 
torotiea of wax, two rudely-framed tallow-candles, 
such as in those days were only used by the 
hooped in paltry elas])s of wire, whii-h 
for candlesticks. He then disapjiearcd, 
and , presently entered wd til tw'o earthen flagons 
(the china, ho said, had been little usimI since 
my lady's time), one Idled with canary wine, 

* the other with brandy,* The canary sack, un- 
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heeding all probabilities of detection, he declared 
had been twenty yeai's in the collars of Wolf’s 
Crag, * tliough it was not for him to speak before 
tlieir honours ; tlio brandy— it was weol-ken’d 
liquor, as mild as mead, and as strong as Samson 
— it liad been in the lioiisc ever since the memor- 
able revel, in wliicli auld Micklestob had been 
slain at the head of the staii by Jamie of Jenkle- 
brae, on account of the honour of the woi’shipful 
hady ^luriend, wdia W'.'is in some sort an ally of 
the family ; iiathclcss ’ - — 

‘But to cut that matter short, Mr. Caleb,' 
said the Keeper, ‘jMubaiis you wdll favour mo 
with a cw'ci’ of water ? ’ 

Miod forbid your loidsbij) should drink water 
ill this family,’ replied C.ileb, ‘ to the disgrace of 
si» hoiiouraltlc an house ! ' . - 

‘ Kevcrtlicless, if Ids lordshij) have a fancy,' 
said the Ma.der, smiling, ‘1 iJiiiik you might 
indulge him ; for, ii I inkslake not, there has 
been water diank here at no distant date, and 
with good iclish too.’ 

‘To be sure, if his lonlsbij) li.as a faney,* said 
Cab'b ; and rc-ciiteiing with a jng of pure clement 
He will scaice find siicli water onywdicrc as is 
drawn fiac the well at Wolfs Crag -ncvTithc- 
loss ’ 

‘ Kevci I Iiclcss, we must leave the Lord Keeper 
t<» his leposo in this p(»oi eh.iinber of ours,’ said 
the Master of Ilaveiiswooil, interrupting his 
talkative doinestie, who immedialcly turning to 
the dourw'ciy, with a juohniml yivcience, )>ie- 
jiaied to usher his master from the secret 
chamber. 

But the Jiord Keeper prevented bis host’s 
de]«irture. ‘1 liavc but one won! to .say to the 
Ma.ster of Raveiisw'ood, Mr. Calel>, and I fuiicy 
he will excuse your waiting.’ 

With a second leveieiiee, low’cr than the 
foniier, Caleb witbdiew— and bis master .stood 
motionless, expecting, with eon.sidjjiablo embar- 
rassmenl, what was to close the events of a day 
fraught with uucx])eeted incidents. 

‘Master of Havenswood,’ said Sir Willi.aiii 
AsJiton, with some embarrassment, ‘ I hope you 
under, stand the Chrislian law too well to sufl'er 
the sun to sot n[»on your .iiigcr ^ ' 

Tho IVIasler blushed, and lejilied. ‘Mo had no 
oeiasion that evening 1o exercise the. duty en- 
joined U|>on him by bi.s (‘Inistiaii faith.’ 

‘ 1 should hav(‘ thought otherwise,’ said his 
gu«st, ‘considcrqig the v^aiiou.s siibjcctsof dispute 
and litigation which have unhappily occurred 
morn frequently than was dcsirahfc or necessary 
hetw'ixt the late Jionourablc Joid, your father, 
and III} sell.’ 

‘I could wish, iny lord,’ said Havenswood, 
agitated by suiqiressed emotion, ‘tliat reference 
to llie.se eireiiinstances should bo made anywhere 
rather than under my father’s roof.’ 

‘ I .should have felt the delicacy of this appeal 
nt another time,’ .said Sir William Aslitoii, * but 
now I must proceed with what I moan to say. — 

1 have suffered too much in my own mieid, from 
the false delicacy which prevented my soliciting 
with oBi’nestness, what udeed I froquontly re- 
quested, a personal communing with your father 
— ^much distress of mind to him and to mo might 
have been prevented.' 

* It is true/ said Rarenswood, after a moment’s 
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reflection ; ‘ I Lave heard my father say your 
lordship had i>ropo«e(l a j)oi‘.soiial iiiteivicw.’ 

* I’roposcd, my cloai blaster { 1 did iiuK*rd iiro- 

{ ) 08 e it, but I onglit to have iH'gjLjrd, cntieatcfl, 
M'scoohod it. J oii^'ht to ii.ive ttun away tlio 
veil \\liioh interested poisons lind slrotehed be- 
twixt Its, and shown inv^clf as 1 was, willing to 
saeritico a considerabI(‘ part even of my l(‘g.il 
rights, in order to com'ilisde ieclings so naluiiil 
as his must bo allowed to have be{‘n. Led me 
say for myself, my young fiiiml, tor so 1 will call 
you, that had your father and 1 sj)ent the same 
time together wdiieh my good foitune lias allowed 
mo to-day to pass in your eomjMiiy, it is ])os«.i})le 
the laml might yet Jiavc enjoyed one of lli(‘ mo‘-t 
rosppctablo of its aiieicnt nobility, and I sltoiihl 
have been spared pain of parting in enmity 
from a person whOf»e geneial eliaraeter I so much 
admired and honoured.’ 

lie put his haiulkereliief to his eyes. Ihivcns- 
w^ood also was moved, hut awailed'in silciiee the 
pi ogress of this extraoidinaiy eommunieatioii. 

‘It is necessary,’ e(>ntimie<l the Lord Keeper, 
*aud proper that you shouhl umleisiand, that 
tliei'o have heeii many points betwixt us, in 
whieh, although I judged it proper that there 
hliould 1)0 ail exact ascertainment of my legal 
rights by the dcoree of a court of jusliee, }et it 
Whs never iny intention to jucss them beyond 
the -verge of cipiity.’ 

‘My lord,’ said the l\raster of llavcnsw’ood, ‘it 
is unnecessary tg pursue tliis topic iurther. What 
t)ie law' will give you, (»r lias given j on, } ou enjoy 
- or you shall enjo^v ; neither ni}' fatluT, iioi 1 
myself, w'onid have leceived anything on the 
looting of favoui.' 

‘ ravour ? — no — 3011 inisiiiidersfaiid me,’ le- 
snined the Keejicr ; ‘ or lather you aie no lawyer. 
A light may bo good in law, and ascertained to 
be so, whieh yet a man of lionour may not in 
cveiy ease car<i to avail liiiiiself o!.’ 

‘ 1 fliii sorry fiu* it, my lord,’ said the Master. 

‘ Nay, nay,’ retorted his gue'^t, ‘ you sjjoak like 
a young counsellor ; your sjiirit goes befoie jour 
wdt. Tliere are many things still ojien for deei- 
sioii betwixt us. CUii you blame me, an old man 
desirous of peace, and in the eastle of a young 
nobleman who has saved my daugbtei’s life and 
my own, that I am d<*siroiis, aiixicjiisly desirous, 
that Uiese .should be settled on the most Jibeial 
principles V ’ 

The old man kejit fast liold ®f the blaster’s 
passive liand as bo spoke, and made it iinjiossible 
for liim, be his predetermination what it vv^»dd, 
to return any otlier than au aequieseent reply ; 
and wishing his guest good-night, lio postponed 
further confcmice until the next morning. 

Ravenswood liurried into the hall, where he 
was to 8]^)end the night, and for a tiiiio traversed 
its pavement with a disordered and ranid pace. 
His mortal foe was under his loof, yet his senti- 
ments towards him weie neither tho.se of a feudal 
enemy nor of a true (ylii istian. Ho felt as if ho 
could noiflier forgive him in the one character, 
nor follow forth his vei^eanco in the other, but 
that ho was making a%a.se and dislionourablo 
composition betwixt his rosentment against the 
fatlier, and his affection for his daugliter. Ho 
cursed himself as he hurried to and fro in the 
pdle .moonlight) and more ruddy gleams of the 


expiring wood fire. He threw oiicn and shut 
the latticed windows with violence, as if alike 
impatient id* the ndniis&ion and exelmion of (leo 
ail. At length, however, tho toirent of jiiusbion 
louiud otl it\ inadiiesi=?, and he flung himself into 
the Miair, which lie pioposed as liis place of repcysc 
foi the nigbt 

If, in le.'iliiy,- sncli were the calmer thoughts 
tint followed tlio iiist teinpe.st of bis pnsSion,— 
if, in leahty, this man ilitiies no more than the 
law allows liim ii lie is willing to adjust oven 
acknowledgeil liglilv.- nj»on an equitable foot- 
ing, w bill could Ilf* my f.dli( i ’s i a use of com plaint? 
- what is mine 'f T1 om‘ iioni wbom we w'ou our 
ancinit possessions f(‘ll iindei the .sw’ord of my 
ann stors, and bit lands aijfl livings to the eon- 
(pinois ; we sink niulci Ibe loice of the law, now 
too ]K)werriil tor Ibe Heottisli ehivaliy. Let us 
pal ley witli the vielors of tlie d.sy, as if w'C had 
been besieged in (uu‘lbitie-»s, and without liojjo 
of lelief. Tins man may bo otlnr than I have 
tbouglit him ; and bis daugbtei - but I have 
le^dvod ii(»t to think of lier. 

He wiajiped liis cloak around Jiiiii, f» 11 asleep, 
and dieanied of Luey Asliton till daj light 
gleamed throngb tlie l.ittiee.s. 


CHAPTER XU: 

\Vo worldly men, whtsv w<* see fiiinds .ind Ivin.racn 
P.ist ho))c sunk in llioir ioi Hints, Itsul no It.md 
'I o lift them uj>, but lathci s« t our Act 
T |)(>n tluir he ids to jit.s them to tlu 1 k>Ui in, 

As J must yield with >ou 1 pi.ulisid it; 

Ilut now I see you in .i way to use, 

1 can and will a^ ia 3011. 

Ni w Way to Pas Oi o TU'IUs. 

Tun Lord Keeper eariied w'itb him to a eoueli 
bardtu’ than be was ateiistomed to stieteh him- ' 
self u])on, the .same .ambitious tlioiights and 
jKilitieal jicrplexities which diivc sleep from tho 
softest down that ever sjuvad a bid of state. Ho 
bad sailed long enough amid tlie contending 
li(lc.s and eiiirents of tlio lime to l)o sensible of 
flieir j»eril, and of the neeei-shty of tiiiiimiiig bis 
vessel to tln‘ prevtiiling wind, if lie would have 
lier e.seafie .shipwreck in tlie stonn. 'Phe nature 
of bis talents, and tlic tinionui&m'ss of disjiosi- 
tion eoniieetetl with tJiem, bad made him assume 
the jdiability of the veisatilc old Earl of North- 
ainjiton, who expl.ainid the art by which he 
kejit his ground rjniing all the elniiigcs of state, 
from the reign of Heniy Vill. to that of Eliza^ 
heth, by the frank avowal, that he was bom of 
the willow, not of the oak. It Inid accordingly 
been Mir William Ashton’s policy, on all occa- 
sions, to watch t!io changes in the political 
lioiizon, and, ore yot tho conflict was decided, 
to negotiate some interest for himself wdth the 
iiarty most likely to prove victorious. Ills time- 
.seiving (li.s])osition w'as well known, and excited 
the contempt of the nioro daring leaders ef both 
factions in the state. 15ut his talents w'erc of 
a useful and practical kind, and liis legal know- 
ledge held in high estimation ; and they so far 
counterbalanced other deficiencies, that tbofto in 
power were glad to use and to reward, though 
without abaolutcly trusting or greatly respecting 
him. 
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TIw Marqnis of A had used his utmost 

iulliionco to effect a cliaiigc in tlic Scottish cabinet, 
and his schemes liad been of late so well laid and 
so ably supported, that there appeared a very 
great ohaiiee of his proving ultimately successful. 
Ho did not, houever, foci so strong or so confifl(*nt 
as to neglect any means of drawing recruits to his 
standard. The acquisition of the Lord Keeper 
was deemed of some importance, aiul a friend, 
perfectly aesjuainted ^^itll liis circumstances and 
charaebT, became responsible iur his ])ohtical 
conversion. 

When this genlleman arrived at Kaveiiswood 
Oastle uj)Oii a visit, the loal ]>urjJOje of ^\llich was 
disguised under general courtesy, ho found the 

) )r 0 vailing leir which at present beset the Loid 
{eeper was that of rlaiig^r to his own person Irom 
the Master of Ravens^\ood. The language which 
the blind sibyl old Alice had us^d ; the .sudden 
appearance ol tlic Master, armed, «iu(l 'within liis 
jirociuets, iininedialely attcr he had been uarue<l 
against danger fiom him ; the cold and hauglity 
return received in exchange for the aclciiowledg- 
mouts with which lie loa(lc<l liim for his timely 

J protection, iiad all made a strong inqu'o.ssion on 
iLs imagination. 

So soon as the marquis’s jiolitical agent found 
how the wind .sat, he began to insinuate fears 
aud doubts of another kind, scjivc less calculated 
to afleot the Lord Keeper Ifo inquired with 
seeming interest vshether the ]>ro('eo<lings in Sir 
William’s coin j plicated litigation u illi tin* Kavcii 
wood family wei e out of court, ami s(‘ttlcd \\ itlumt 
the possibility of a]»pcal? Tlio Lord Keeper 
anowered in the allirinativc ; but bis intciTogator 
was too well informed to be imposed u]ion. Ho 
]>ointed out to bini, by unanswerable arguments, 
that some of the most inijicriant points whudi 
had been decided in his ^a^()ur against the house 
of llavenswood W'cre liable, under the Tn*aty 
of Union, to be rc\iewed liy the Ihiilsh House 
of Peers, a court of ecpiity of wdiieh the liOid 
Keeper felt an iiistinclue dread. This coiU'^e 
came instead of an ajqioal to the old Scottish 
Parliament, or, as it was tecimically tenned. 
‘a protestation for remeid in law'.’ 

The Lord Keeper, alter he linl f>r some time 
disputed the legilily of .such a proceeding, wmj 
compelled at lengili to coinPoir luinsclf with the 
improbability of the young Master of llavens- 
wood’s fimliiig friends in t»ai*]iainciit capable of 
stirring in so w'cighty an itl.iir. 

‘ Do not comfort yourself w’ith that fal.se hope,' 
said his wily liieiid; Mt is possible that in the 
next ae.ssiou of ])arliainent young Ilavensw'ood 
may find more friends and favour even than your 
lordship.’ 

‘That w'ould b • .,i 4 bl woitli seeing,’ said the 
Keeper seornfully. 

‘And yet,'- id his friend, *siioh things ha%o 
boon seen ere iiow% and in onr owm time. There 
are many at the head of nlfairs e\en now% that a 
few years ago were under hiding for Ihrir lives ; 
aiidtnany a man now dines on plate of silver Hint 
waafiiin to eat his erowdy w'ithoiit a lncker ; and 
tnajiiy a high head has 'been iu-ought full low 
imoilg 119 in as short a space. Scott of Scot- 
itamt'a ^‘flta^erlng State of Scots Statesmen," 
>f whinh curious memoir you showed jue a tnamt- 
iciipt^ out’Sj^ered iu our timop’ 


„a - i i 

The Lord Keeper answered vnth a deep sigh, 
‘that these mutations wore no now si^ts in 
Scotland, and had bceu^vitncssod long before the 
time of the satirical author he had quoted. It 
was many a long year,' ho said, ‘since Fordun 
had quoted as an ancient jiroverb, “ A’egwe diiYs, 
ncqiu^fortiSj sed vec sapiens ^cotHSj prasdominants 
invidia, din diirabit in terra” * 

‘ And be assured, my esteenjed friend,' was the 
answer, ‘that even y our long sf rviccs to the state, 
or deep legtil knowledge, W'ill not save you, or 

render your estate stable, if the Alarqnis of A 

comes in with a jmrty in the Hnti.sh Parliament. 
You know' that the deceased Lord llavenswood 
was his near ally, his lady being fifth in descent 
irom the Kiiighl of Tiillibardiiie ; aud 1 am w'cll 
assured that he will take young Ravensw-ood by 
the hand, and be his very good lord and kinsman. 
Why .should he not f — The blaster is an active 
and stirring young fellow, able to help liimself 
with longue and hands ; and it is such as ho that 
finds friends among their kindred, and not those 
unarmed and unable Mcphiboshctlis, that are sure 
to be a buidcn to every one that takes them up. 
And so, if tbesc llavenswood eases be called over 
the r-oals in tlie Hoii.se of Peers, will find tlmt 
the marquis will have a erow' to jduclvwith vou,' 

‘ That woulfl l)c an evil requital,’ .said the Loi-d 
Keeper, ‘for my long services to the state, and 
the ancient resp<*ot in which I have held his lord- 
.ship’s honourable family and pet son.’ 

‘Ay, bill,’ rejoined the agent of Hie marquis, 
‘it is in vain to look back on j>asl service and 
auld respect, my lord — it wdll be present service 
and immediate jnools of legaid, w'liicli, in these 
sliddery times, will be e\iK*eted by a man like 
the marquis.’ 

The Lord Keeper now^ .saw' the full drift of his 
friend’s argument, but he w’as too cautious to 
u'lurii any positive answ’cr. 

‘ He knew not,’ he said, ‘ the service which the 
lord marquis could e\i)eet from one of his limiteil 
abilities, that bad not always stood at his com- 
in.ind, still sa\ing and it serving his duty to his 
king and country. ' 

Having thus .‘•aid notliing, W'liilo 1m? secmc^d to 
say ever^lhiiig, for the e\etq)tion W'as calculated 
to cover whatever Le might afterwards think 
]iropir to bring under it, ^^ir William Ashton 
changed the coiivei-satioii, nor did he again pennit 
the .same ttijurj to bo introduced, Ilis guest 
departed w'illiont liaviiig bioiight the wily old 
.sta1c.sman the length of committing himself, or 
of pletlgiiig him‘-clf, to any future lino of conduct, 
but w'ith the certainty tllat he had alanned his 
fears in n most sensible point, and laid a founda- 
tion for future and lurtlier treaty. 

When ho roiidered an account of bis negolia-, 
tioii to the inaiqnis, they both agreed that the* 
Keeper ought not to be ])ermitted to relapse into 
.security, and that lie should be plied With new 
.subjects of alarm, especially during th^ absence 
of his lady. 'J'lioy w'cre widl aivaro that hbf proud, 
vindictive, and predominating spirit (Would J?e 
likely to sunjily fiiin with the courage In which 
he was deficient — tluP she was immovGably 
attached to the party now in power, with whom 
she maintained a clo.se eorrespondonee and alli- 
ance— aud that she hated, wntliout Jieariiig, tW . 
Eavenswood family (whose more ancient dignity 
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threw difiorodit on the newly-acquired grandeur 
of her husband), to such a degree, that she w^ould 
have jMrllled the interest ot her own house to i 
have the prospect of altogether ci usliiug tliat of 
her onemyb 

. But I^dy Ashton was now abaciit. The busi- 
ness which had long d(*laim*(l licr in Ediiilmigli, 
had afterwards induced h r to travel to Loudon, 
not Avithout the hope that slio might coiitiilmti* 
her share todisconcert till* iiitriguesot the marquis 
at court ; for she stood high iii iavour AMtii tiic 
rclebratcd Sarah, Diiclioss of J\larl borough, to 
whom, in point of character, .she bore cousidei- 
able reaemblanco. It A\as lU'cessaiy to jucss hi i 
husband hard before her leturii ; and, as a pie- 
jjavatoiy step, the maiquis iviote to the M.idir 
of Raveiiswood tlig letter A\hich no lelictiihed in 
a former clia]>lcr. ft was cuitiously worded, 
as to leave it in the iiowcr ot the w’liter liere.ilter 
to take as deep, or as slight an interest in the 
fortunes of his kinsman as tlie progress of his 
own schemes might leqnirc. lint, liowever nii- 
ivilling, as a statesman, the marquis might be to 
commit himself, or assume ilic eharaeter of a 
patron, while ho had nothing to give away, it 
must be said to his boiiour tliaj be felt a stiong 
inclination ctfeetiially to liefiitnid tlio M-istcr ot 
Raveiiswood, as well as to use Jus name a 
moans of aicirming the terrors of Uio Loul 
Keeper. 

As the messenger wlio eaivied this letter was 
to pa.s.s near the house of the Lord Ki epei , lie had 
it III direction, •that, in the lillage adioinmg to 
the j>dik-gate of the (‘astle, Jus hoise should losi* 
a shoe, and that, while it was ii'plaecd by the 
smith of the place, ho should express the utm(*st 
regret for the necessary loss of lime, and in tho 
velieniencc of his inipalieneo give it to bo niidei- 
stood that ho w'as healing a message fiom Ibo 

Marquis of A to the Maoter of Ikiv'enswood, 

upon a matter of life and death. 

This news,*w’itli exaggerations, w^as speedily 
carried from various quarters to the ears of the 
liOrd Keeper, and each rcportei dwelt u]>on the 
extreme impatience of the courier, and the sm 
iirising short time in which Lo had executed 
his journey. The anxious statesman lieanl in 
silence; but in ])viAate Loekhaid looeivcd oider*, 
to watch the courier on bis return, to w'aylay 
liim in the village, to ]>ly him with liquor if 
lossible, and to use all means, fair or foul, 
earn tlie contents of the letter of which ho was 
the bearer. But as this plot batl been foicseeii, 
the messenger returned l)y a ditlcivni and dis- 
tant road, and tluis escaped the snaio that w^a-. 
laid for him. 

After ho had been in vain expected for some 
time, Mr. Dingwall had orders to niake csi)eii.il 
inquiry among his clients of WoII’h Hope, 
whether such a domestic belonging to ibo Mar- 

uia of A had actually arrived at the ncigh- 

oiiriug castle. This Ava.s easily ascertained ; lor 
Caleb W been in the village one morning by 
five o'clo^ to * borroAV twa ciiaimins of ale and 
a kipper^ for the messenger’s rofrcslimont, and 
the poor fellow had been ill for twenty -four 
hours at Luokio Sma’tvash’s, in consequence of 
diuing upon ‘ saut saumon and sour drink.* So 
that the existence of a correspondenco belAvixt 
ibo mayquis and his distressed kinsman, which 


Sir 'William Ashton had sometimes treated as a 
bugbear, was proved beyond the possibility ot 
fuiihcr doubt. 

The ulariii of the Lord Keeper became very 
sciious. Since the Claim of Right, the jiowor 
of appiMliug tioni the dccibioiis ot tho civil court 
to llu* IMdles of rarliaiiioiit, which had fonnerly 
been held incomjx'ti nt, had in many instances 
been claimed, and in st)nie allowed, and ho had 
no small reason to npjiiihend tlie issue, if the 
English liou-e ot Loids ‘lioiild be disiiosed to 
act upon an apji.il fiom the Master ot Ravens- 
wood * lor K lucid in law.’ It AAould resolve into 
an cqiiita,blc i-laiin, and be decided, jtcrhuiis, 
upon the liro-ul |iiuicij<Ics cf justice, Avliich W'cio 
not quite so laNouiidili* to the Loid Keener as 
those ot stmt law. Be idis, jiulging, tlioiigh 
most inaceuiati ly, fiom loiirln A\liieli lie had 
liiiiisidl known in the unb!ii)py tiiues pieecding 
the Kroit 1*^11 I’nion, the Kreper might have too 
much light to think, th.it in the House toAAhiih 
his lawsuits weie to be tiansferied, tlie old 
nmxiiii might jue\ail in Scotland Avhieh aahs too 
well reeognisid in toinier times, — ‘SlioAV me the 
man, anil I’ll show }oii the law.’ The high and 
unbiassed iJiaiaitii ot English jnditial proeei'd- 
ings was tin ii little known in Scotland ; and tho 
e\ti nsioii ol Hum to that lonntiy Avas uim of tho 
most A’aluable ad\antages wliuli it gained by tho 
rnioii. But this was a blessing Avhieh the Lord 
Kcepir, Avlio had livtd under .inotlier system, 
could not liaAO tlie inians ol Joie^eeiiig, In tho 
loss of Ills political eonsequi me, lie anticifiated 
the loss ot his lawsuit. Meanwhile, ca ery ropoi t 
Ailiicli leached him served to iiudcr tho success 
of the marquis’s inliigius the moie probable, and 
tbo Lord Keeper began to tliink it ludispen&ablo 
that lie. should look lomid for some kina ot pro- 
le* tion against tlie coming storm. The timidity 
ot Ids temper indiiLcd him lo adopt measures of 
conniiomiso and conciliation. The a Hair of tho 
wild bull, pi Opel ly managed, might, ho thouglil, 
bo made to taeilihito e- I'cisoiial eommnideation 
and reeoiieiliation betA\i\t the Master and him- 
self. lie AAould then learn, if [icssihle, what 
hib own ideas weie of tlio ( \tiiit of his richts, 
and tlio means of uiloreing them ; and peiiinju 
matters might he hi ought to a compiomise, AA'hiiie 
one ]>ai ly aa as w ealtliy, and the othi r so A'ei y poor, 
A reconciliation Avitli KaAciiswood anus likely to 
giA'o him an o])j)ort unity to jdny Jiis owm game 
with the Marquis of A * And besides, aid 

lie to himself, ‘ it AviU he an act of generosity to 
raise nji the heir of this dutn'fscd family ; and 
if ho is to bo Avarnily ami clfectually bcfrioiulcd 
by the new gOAcinmcut, aaIio knoA\a but my 
Aurtui may juoA'e its OAvn rev/ard i' 

Thus thought vSir William Ashton, coA‘criiig 
AA’ith no uinisiial self-delusion Ids intorosted 
AieAA\s AA'ith a liiio of virtue; and, having attained 
this point, bis faiiey strayed still fartiior. Ho 
began to bethink liimsclf, ‘ that if Ravrnswooil 
was to lia\o n distinguished place of power and 
tnist — and if such a union should so]ito tlio 
heavier {lai’t of his uuadjusled claims--^ tbero 
might be Avorse matches for his daughter Lucy 
— tlio Master nii^it be rejioncd against iho 
attainder — Lord RavensAvood was an ancient 
title, ai^d the olli^ce AAould, In some measure, 
legitimate his own possession of the greater jiart 


m 


JVJ VERLEY NO VELS 


of the Mestor’s epoils, and inaho the surrender 
of the rest a subject of less bitter ro^t/ 

AVith th(vse inin/flfd and nniltilarious plans 
oociipyin;? his head, the Lord Keeper availed 
himself of my fjoi'd Jlittlobrains’ re]>eated in- 
vitatioij to his lesidcmce, and thus came within 
a very few miles of AVolf h C^a^^ Hero ho 
ibiiml the loid of the mansion absent, but was 
courteously received by Uic lady, wlio expected 
her husband’s immediate return. She expressed 
her particuKir delight at seeinpf J\Iisj Asliton, and 
•aijpointed the hounds to be taken out for the 
Lord Keeper’s special aimisenient. He reatlily 
entered into the })VO])osal, as fiivin^ him an 
opportunity to recoiiiioitie AVolf’s Crag, and 
porhaj)S to mike some awpiainlaneo witli tin* 
ownw, if he should be tempted from bis deso- 
late mansion by the eba'>c. Loekliard h<vd his 
orders to endeavour on Ids part to make some 
acquaintanee with the inmates of the eastle. 
and w’e liave seen liow be juayetl his iwrt. 

The aeoidriiial slonu did moie to fiutlar 
the Lord Keepei’s of iorming a pjssonal 
acquaintanee with }onng lUvtnswood, Iban Ida 
most sanguino e\j>e( tat ions could have antitd- 
jHited. IJis fear of llie young nobleman’s jms 
sonal I’csentment bad greatly dcei eased, since 
bo considered bim ns forndtlablo from Ids legal 
claims and the means b(’ might have of enfoiciiig 
them. But although he thought, not unnason- 
ably, tint only desper<ito eircumstanccs drove 
men on desperate measures, it was not without 
a secret tenor, whicli shook Ids luart wuldii 
him, that ho fust felt himself enelo'-ed withi i 
the desolate tovv^r of AVoll s Crag; a plau* hO 
well lit toil, from solitude and .<>ticnglli, to be ,i 
scene of violence and vciigcaine, 'Plie stem ac- 
cept ion at liiht given to them by the Master ol 
Raveusw'ood, and the dillieulty he felt in explain- 
ing to that injured nobleman what guests weie ! 
imdor the Hhclter </f his loof, did not soot ho these 
alaims ; so that when Sii AVilliam Ashton heard 
the door of the eourt-yaul shut behind 1dm with 
violence, tlie w'ords of Alice lung in Ids cans, 
‘that ho had drawn on matters too hardly with 
,so fierce a race as those of JLavonsw’ood, and that 
th^ W'Oiild bide their time to bo avenged,’ 
Thesubsoquentfiaiiknessol t ho Alastei ’shohpit- 
ality, as their acqiiaintanci* inei eased, anated the 
apprehensions these lecoJlcctions weie calcidated 
to excite ; and it did not * scape Sir AVilliain 
Ashton, that it w'as to Lucy’s gi'ace and beauty 
ho owed the change in their host’s beliaviomx 
All these thoughts tliionged upon Jdin when 
ho took possession oflhc secret chamber. The 
iron lamp, the unfurmMied apartment, more ic- 
flombling a prison than a idaco of ordinary ic]>ose, 
the hoarse and ceasejei*s sound of the w’aves nish- 
ing against the bas<' if the rock on which tlie 
oaatlo was fonndid, saddcmc'il an<l iieijilexed Ids 
mind. To his own unccch.slul maeliinationa the 
ruin of tlie family bad been in a great nmasure 
but his (UsjK)sition was crafty and not 
BO that .ictiially to w'itness tlie desolafioii j 
distress ho had fdmscif oeeabioned, wns as 
pKinful to liim us it would b(* to the humane 
ijoistr^ of a family to superintend in jicrson 
the ejjeotttioii of the Iambs and poultry wdiich 
kuled by her own directions. At the same 
time, wMnho thought of the eltemativo of re- 


storing to Kavonawood a Urge proportion of hU 
spoils, or of adopting, as an ally and member 
of his own family, the heir of this impoverisliod 
house, he felt os the spwler may bo supposed to 
do, when his whole web, the intricacies of which 
had been planned wdth so muoli art, is destroyed 
by the chance svycep of a broom. Aud then, if 
he should commit himself too far in this matter, 
it gave rise to a perilous rpiestion which many 
a good husband, wdion under temptatiou to net 
as a fi*ec agent, lias asked Jiin.sulf without being 
able to ret in n a satisfactory answer: ‘ Wliat 
w'ill my wife —wlial will Lat’y Asliton say 
On the whole, ho came at length to the rosoJii- 
tion ill wJdcli minds of a weaker e«ast so often 
take refuge. Ho resolved to w'utcli events, to 
take advantage of einui instances as they ocouned, 
and regulate 111*1 conduct accordingly. In this 
sjurit of temporizing policy he at lengtli oom- 
]>osed lii.s mind to vest. 


CHAPTER Xl\ 

A note I about iiu /i i voii, fu the •>' of 

whiLh }on uui(>t cxcii >c me. It i an rdfei tlat fiieiul. 
slii]> tall-i upon me to do, .uni no 'iflensixe to you, 
since 1 desno iiotlnni; bcl njht upon both sides. 

Kino ami no Kistr. 

WjfLV Jlavciiswotid and ]ii.> guest met in the 
moining, tlic gloom oi tlic M{i.*>tcr’s spiiit had 
in pait ictmncd. He, aUo, hail -passed a night 
lalbcr of leilctlion than o( slumber; and the 
leidings wbuli be (oiild not bul entertain to- 
waids JiUf V Aslito’i, Itad to sniquu't a severe 
conllict against tliose winch he bad so long 
nouiislied agaiint her lather. To clds|> iii 
liieniKhip the hand of Ibe oiioiny of his house, 
to cniiitam him under Iiii rool, to exehaiigo 
with him tbe eouitcsics and the kindness of 
ilomestie familial ily, was n degradation which 
his pKiud spirit (ould not be bent to without a 
struggle. 

But the ice being oiuc broken, the Loid 
Kec])cr resolved it should not have time again 
to Irec/e. It liad been pait of his iilan to stun 
and confuse Bavensw'oorrs ideas, by a comjdic- 
aled and technical statement of tlio matters 
wliich bad bi'cn in debate betwixt their families, 
justly thinking that it W'ouhl be difficult for 
a youth ol bis ago to follow tbe expositions 
of a lu’aetieal ‘ law j cr, i oncei ning actions of 
eonijit and reikoning, and of multijdepoinil- 
ings, and adjiidic.itioiis and wadsets, projicr and 
improper, and poindings of the ground, and 
declarations (d Iho exiiiry of the legal. Thus, 
thought Sir AVilliam, 1 .sliall have all the grace 
of appeal ing ]»erfc‘ctly eonmniuieative, while my 
liarty vvill deiive vciy little advantage from 
anything T may telJ bim. lie thcroforo took 
jjavenswood aside into the deei> recess of a 
window ill tbe ImlJ, ami, resuming the discourse 
of the jireceding evening, expressed a hope that 
his ;vouTig fiiend w'ould assume some patience, 
in order to hear him enter into a minute and 
explanatory detail of those unfortunate oirctim- 
stances, in which his late honourable father had 
stood at variance with the Lord Keeper. The 
Master of Bavonswood coloured highly, hut was 
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flilont ; the Lord Keeper, though not greatly 
approving the siidden heiglitoiiing of his audi- 
tors coiviplexlwh commenced the history of a 
bond for twenty thousand marks, advanced by 
his father to the father of Allan Lonl Kaveiis- 
wood, and was proceeding to detail the execut- 
orial jiroceedingR by wliieh ibis huge sum bad 
been rendered a Uebitui/f /tuuH, ^^heu be \\as 
interrupted by the Mast» j 

Mt is not in ibis jdaco,’ he said, ‘that I can 
lictir Sir AVilliam Ashton’s explanation of the 
matters in <(nestion bcUeen ns. It is not here, 
where my lather died ol a bioken heart, that I 
can with decency or teni])er iin cstigate the cause 
of ids (liairess. T might iciiieinber that 1 uas a 
son, and forget the duties oj n liahi. A lime, 
however, there must eonie, i\heii lliese things 
shall be discussed iiT a place, and in a ]uesoiue, 
where both of ns will have c(|ual IjccMlom to 
speak and to hear.’ 

‘Any tinns’ the Lerd Keejx'i said, ‘ajiy ]>I.iee 
was alike to tho'-e wba so\iglit nothing but jus- 
tice. Yet it would se»‘iu lie was, in fairn(‘ss, 
fiititled to some preiuouition rcsjjceting the 
grounds upon whieli tlic Master jirojuised to 
impugn the wliole tiain oj legal proceedings, 
wldeh had heen so well and lipely ad\ised in 
the only courts conii>ej(‘iit.’ 

‘Sir VYilliani Ashton,’ aiiswoied the Master, 
wdtli Avaimth, ‘the lands wlii<*h }ou now occupy 
ivere granted to my remote ancestor for senie(‘s 
done with his sword agaiiisj the English in- 
vaders. How*they hav(‘ gluhsl from us by a 
train of proceedings that '-ei m to be mdtlici sale, 
nor mortgage, nor adjudifation for debt, but a 
nondeserijit and entangled iiuxtine ol all tlifse 
lights -liow annUid lent has been aeciiniulated 
upon principal, and no nook or coign ot legal 
advantage left unoceiipiisl, until our iiitonsf in 
our lieredilary [)ioi)eity seems to lune melted 
away like an ieiclo in thaw - all tin’s ^ou nncler- 
fitand bettor tAian T do. ] am willing, Imwfier, 
to suppose, fiom the fiaiikncss (»t your conduct 
towards me, that 1 may in a gieat mea.sure have 
mistaken your personal character, and tliat 
things may have ai)i>eared light and fitting to 
yon, a skilful and piactised lawyer, whieli to my 
Ignorant understanding seem very little slioit 
of injustice snd gross oppiession.’ 

‘And yon, niy dear Master,’ answered Sir 
^VilJinm, ^yoii, peiniit me to say, have been 
equally misrcpresoiitcd to me. 1 W'as taught lo 
believe you a tierce, iiuperioiis, hot -headed 
youth, ready, at the slightest piovoeatioii, to 
throw your sword into the stairs of justice, and 
to ap})cal to those rude and forcible measures 
from which civil polity has long jirotoctcd llio 
people of Pcolland. Th(*n, since wo weio 
mutually mistaken in each other, why should 
not the young iiobleniaii be willing to listen to 
the old jaivyer, while, at least, he (>xplains the 
points of ditferenee betwixt tlieni i* 

‘No, my lord,’ answered Ravenswood ; ‘it is 
in the FIpiisc of Jlritish reein,* whoso honour 
must bo equal to their rank — it is in the court 
of last resort that w^o must parley together. 
The belted lords of Britain, her ancient peers, 
must decide, if it is their will that a house, not 
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the least noble of their members, shall bo 
strijqwd of their possessions, the iward of the 
patriotism of generations, as the jiawii of a 
Avndched merhanic becomes forfeit to the usurer 
the instant the hour of redemption has jiassod 
awa3^ If they yield to the gasping severity of 
the cretlitor, and to the gnawing nsuiy that eats 
into our lands as imdlis into a raiment, it will 
be of moie «*vil fonsetjuenee to tliem and their 
]>0Hterily than to Edg<ir Kavensw’ood — I 'shall 
still liavc my swoid aiirl my cloak, and can 
follow the iMoiessioji of aims w lien ver a trumpet 
shall souml.’ 

As be pronoiiiieed these woids, in a firm yet 
melaneboly tone, lie laised bis eyes, and sud- 
denlv eiuoiintcud those of laicy Ashton, wine 
had stobn unawaies on Ihoir interview, and 
observed her looks fastened on them wdth an 
exjnession oj enthusiastic interest and admira- 
tion, W’liieh had wiapt her for a moment beyond 
the fear of discovery.. The noldc foim and fine 
featuies of Ravenswood, filed with the piide of 
hirOi and sense of internal dignity - the mellow 
and expressive tones ot liis voice, the desointo 
state ot Ills foi tunes, and the indifferenee with 
which Jie seemed to endnie and to daro the 
woist that might hejall, rendeioil liini a danger- 
ous object o( ( onteirijiJation loj aniaiileii njieady 
too mueh disposed to (hvell n[)on recoil eel ions 
((Uineeted with him. 'WJien their eyes encoun- 
tered each other, both blushed deeply, eonseioiis 
ot some stioi»g internal emotion, and bhiinncd 
again to meet eaili other’s looks, 

Sir William Ashton Ivid, of comae, closely 
watched (he exjnession of tluli nainteiianeea. 
‘I need Inn,’ said lie inti‘jiia]ly, ‘neither jinrlia- 
iiicnt nor pioteslalion ; I have' an eilcctiuil mode 
of leooneiling myself witli this hot-lcm])tM‘ed 
3"oiing fellow, in ease he shall become formid- 
able. The p)e^ent objeit is, at all evinta, to 
avoid committing oni selves. The* hook is fixed ; 
we xvill not stniin the line too soon — it is as 
XV ell to Khcivc the iniviloge of slijiping it loose, 
if we do not find the fish xvoVlh landing.' 

Ill this sellish and enud caleulatiou upon tlio 
sup2>oserl attaehniont of Ravenswood to Lmy, lie 
was so far from eonsideijiig flie iKiin he might 
give to the former, by thus dallying with bis 
afroctioiis, that ho even did not think ni>on the 
risk ot Involving liis own daughter in the. perils 
4 )f an nnfoitunalo jiassion ; as it her predilection, 
which could not e.vape his altcntioii, wore like 
the flame of a tajiei, which might bo ligbtcd 
01 extinguished at nlensuie. ihit Ih’ovidcnco 
had jirejiared a dioaaful lequital for Ibis keen 
obserx’cr of human ixas-sioiis, xvlio had spent his 
life in securing advantages to himself by artfully 
W'orking upon the jiassions of others. 

Caleb Baldcrstoji now came to announce that 
breakfast was prepared ; for, in those days of 
substantial feeding, tlio relics of the supper 
amply furnished fortli tbc indniing meal. 
Neither did he forget to present to tlie Lord 
Keeiier, with great icvcrence, a niorniiig-draught 
in a large pewtor cup, gamislicd with leaves of 
parsley and scurvy-graSs. He craved pardon, of 
course, for having omitted to serve it in the 
^eat silver standing cup as behove^, being that 
It was at present in a silversmith's in jEklinburgh, 
for the purpose of being overlaid with gilt/ 
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* In Edinburgh liko cnoiigli,* said Ravoui- 
wood ; ‘but in what i>Iacc, or for what puri) 0 »e, 
1 am afraid iieitlicr you nor I know.* 

‘Awoel!’ said Oaltb peevishly, ‘there’s a 
nmn staiuling at tbe gate already this morning 
- that’s ae thing tliat 1 kni. —Does your honour 
ken %\hetIuT ye ^^ill speak wi’ him or no ?' 

* Does lie wish to s]M‘ak with me, Cah‘h 

‘Less will not serve him,’ said C'.ikb; Mmt 

yo had best take a visie oi‘ him thiough the 
wicket befoie opening tlio gate— it’s no every 
ano wo suld let nito this c.istle.’ 

‘What! do you suppose him lo he a mes- 
senger come to arrest me lor ilel>t ? ' saiil llaveus- 
wood. 

‘A messenger aiHsI your honour for dehl, 
and ill your castle oi Woll’s * Vor.i honour 
is jesting wi’ auld (Ule)» this inoiniug.' How- 
ever, ho whisiH'ied in his ear as he lollowed him 
out, ‘ 1 wouhl )>(* loath to do ony decent man a 
])rejudiee in ><>iii hoiioiii’s gmh* (►juiiion ; hut I 
wad talc twa looks <j’ that eliicld Is'loic 1 ht 
him W'ithiii thes* wall-.’ 

Ho was not an ollc-tT of 1 iw% however; hein» 
no loss a person tlian (’.ijilain (’laigcngelt, with 
his nose as red as a eomtoitahlo eup of hiamly 
could*mako it, his Lc-cd cocked-hat set a little 
aside upon the top ot his black liding jicriwig, a 
BW'ord by bis si<h‘, and pistols at bis hulsteis, 
,and his person arrived in a liding suit, laM ovi r 
with tarnished hiee, - the veiy moial of one wlio 
W'ould say, Stand, to a tiuo man. 

When the Master h.ul rciognised liiin, he 
ordered the gati-s to he ojamed. ‘ 1 suppose, ' lie 
said, ‘CupUiu Oi.iigcngclt, Iheio arc no hiuli 
weighty niaLtei.s betwixt you and me but may 
bo (liseussed in this ])laco. X have company in 
tlie castle at jiroseut, and the terms upon whuh 
we last jiarted inu“l excuse my asking you to 
make pait of them.’ 

Craigengelt, although possesi,ing the vciy mu’- 
feetiuu of imjiudoiice, x\as some a hit iibished by 
this iinfavoiuahle icception. ‘ He had no inti li- 
tion,' ho said, ‘to lorco hiimsclt u]Km the Master 
of Xiavenswuod’s liosjiitabty — he was in the 
Jionoiirahle service of b(*aiing a message to liini 
from a friend, otJicrv/ise the M«i.stei of Rfivons- 
wood should not hav'e Jiad reason to complain of 
this intrusion.* 

‘ Ijct it be sboil, sir,’ said the Master, ‘for 
that will ho llio i»e.‘t ujiohigy. Who is the 
gentleman who is so fortunate as to have your 
sen ices as a messenger { ’ 

‘My friend Mr, Hayston of Hucklav.*,’ an 
tiwevcd Craigengelt, with coiisf*lous imi>oiiauee, 
and that eonlidemv which the acknowledgeil 
eourago of his pi inti pal insjured, ‘ w ho conceives 
himsolf to have been li tufted by you with some- 
thing much shoit of the res])<Vl wliich lie had 
reason to demand, and therefore is resolved to 
exact satisfaction. I bring wdth me,' said he, 
taking a piece of j>aper out of liis ])oeket, ‘the 
prociso length of Ids sword; and he lequeata 
you meet him, accoiujwiuied by a friend, 

< and tl^ually amed, at any jilaee within a niilo 
of thfli oasu<s wdien I shall give attendance as 
umttftts* or second, on his behoof.’ 

— and equal arro-sl’ repeated 
iho reader will recollect, had 
DO to btid given vl)c slightest 


offenee to hie late inmate^' upon my word, 
Captain Craigengelt, cither you have mveutod 
the most impro&blo falsehood that over came 
into the mind of siicli a person, or your morning* 
draught has been somewhat of the strongest. 
What coiiUl pcisuado’ BuckUw to send mo such 
a message / ’ 

‘For that, sir,’ replied Craigen^lt, *I am 
desired to lefer you to wdiat, in duty to uiy 
friend, I am to term your iuhospitality in ox- 
( lulling him from your house without reasons 
assigned.’ 

‘It is impossible,’ loplied tho Ma.stcr; Mio 
eaniiot be such a fool as to interpret actual 
necessity as an insult. Nor do I beliovo that, 
knowing my opinion of }oii, captain, ho would 
have inqjle^cd the si‘iviet.s ot so slight and 
ineoiisideiablo a jieuson as yoursolf upon such 
an ciiaiid, as 1 certainly eoulrl expect no man 
of hcniour to act with you in the oflico of 
umpinx’ 

‘I Oight and i neon .idera bio * ’ said Cralgeii- 
gelU i.iMUg 111 , \oice, and laying bis liaiid on 
Ins eutljss ; ‘ ii i{ were not that the quarrel of 
my tiieiid craves the pioeedeiice, and is in 
depiuideiiee befoie my own, I would givo you 
to undeistand ’ 

* I can undeistand nothing upon your oxpliina- 
tioii, Captain Cbaigeiigelt. lie saLislied ot that, 
and oblige nie with your dcpartuie.’ 

*1) — ii !’ mil tiered I be bully ; ‘and is this 
the answ’er which I am to cai/y back to an 
honouiablo i»ies-,agc 

‘ Tell the Jjaird of Ihickkw,’ aiisw'orcd Ravens, 
w'ood, ‘if you arc really sent by him, that wheli 
lie sends me his cause ot giievance by a person 
Jitting to e,wTy such an eiianil betwixt him and 
me, 1 wull either explain it oi maintain it.’ 

‘Then, Master, yon will at least cause to bo ^ 
lotuiued lo llaystim, by my hands, his property * 
which is icniaining in your posscs*^^!.’ 

‘Whatever propeity Biicklaw may liave left 
Ivdiiiid him, sir,’ ie])iied the Ma.ster, ‘shall be 
lelurned to him by my servant, as you do not 
show me any credentinfs Iroui him wdiLch entitle 
you to icceivo it.’ 

* Well, IMac'tcr,’ said Captain riaigengelt, witk 
m.alice which even Ins fear ol the conseipioncS 
conld not suppress, — ‘you liave this moraiug 
done me an cgiegions wrong ami dtshononr, but 
far moie to > ourself. A castle, indeed!* bn 
rontiiiiied, lool^'ng aiound him; ‘w^hy, this M 
woise than a coupp-tjortfr house, wheio they 
receive travellers lo plunder them of their 
proj[>eity.' 

‘ V"ou insolent raical,’ said the blaster, raising 
his cane, and making a giasp at the captaiu’a, 
bridle, ‘if you do not diqiarl without Uttering 
another syllable, I will batoon you to death.* 

At the motion of tlie Master towards liim,,tbo 
Imliy tiiMicd so rapidly round, that with 8<;kno 
dillicully ho escaped throwing down Ilia bQ$e, 
who.sc hoofe struck fire from the rocky pavomeut 
ill every direction. Recovering him, ^iowever, 
with Iho biidle, ho piushod for the gDte, ami 
rodo sliarply back again iu tho direotiotl of tho 
village. 

As Ravenawood turned mind to leave tho 
conrt-yard after this dialogue, he found that tbo 
Loisl 'Keoper had descended from tho ,hall, ana 
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you M*oSl uot jwit it 

seonm iul|K)&6ib}6 you can be in earnest.* 
^Innoceuco/ said the tiord Keeper) Ms also 
confident, and sometimes, though very excusably, 
prehumptiu>usly so.* 

‘1 (to not uiidorstand,* said Raveuswood^ 
Miow a conseioiisiiess ot innocence oan be, in 
any case, aoeoiintod prcsuiiiptuoiis,’ 

‘lTn]>ind(*nt, at least, it may bo called,* said 
Sir AVilliam Ashton, Mince it is apt to lead US 
into I lie mistake ol siipj)osing that suflicieUtly 
evident to otheis, of v\hi(h, in fact, we are only 
conscious ourselves. 1 have known a rogue, for 
this V(‘iy leason, make a better defence "Uian au 
innocent man could have done in tbo same 
(iicumstiinees of sus]>ieion. Having no con- 
‘•eiousness of innoeenco to support him, such 
(eilow applies himself to all the advantages 
which the law will a (Ibid liim, and sometimes 
(It bis counsel ho men of talent) succeeds in 
compelling his jiidgos to loeeive him as innocent. 

I ieineml)er the eelehiated ca.sc of Sir Coolie 
Condiddle, of Condiddh*, who was tried for 
theft under trust, ot whidi all the woiJd knew 
him guilty, and yet was not only ac(]uittod, but 
lived to sit ill jndgnitnt on lionest(T lolk.* 

‘Allow me to beg you will leturn to tbo ' 
jjoiiit,* said the Mashi; ‘you seemed to say 
that I had sutleied uiidei some suspicion.* 

‘ fcliispieioii, Master '—ay, tiuly—and I can 
show you the jnoofs of it ; if 1 hannen only to 
have them with me.— Ileie, l.o(k hard ’—His 
attendant came— ‘Felt h me tlio little privato 
mail wuih the padlocks, that 1 recomraendod to 
your jjaitieular ehaigc— d’ye hear i ’ 

‘Yes, my lord.’ Lo(khaul vanished; and 
the Keeper continued, as if half speaking to 
himself, 

‘ I tliink the papers arc with me — I lliink so, 
for, as 1 was to be m this coimtiy, it was natural 
for me to hiing them with mo. I have them, 
however, at Raven.swooil ('asth*, that I am sure 

of -so pel haps you might condescend’ 

Here Lockhard entered, and put the leathern 
scnitoiie, or mail -box, into his bands. The 
Keejyer produced one or two papers, respecting 
the infoimatloii laid before tbo Privy Counoil 
concerning the liot, as it w'as termed, at the 
fiineial of Allan Lord Ravcnsw'ood, and tba 
aciivo sliare ho had himself taken in quashing 
the prooeedings against the Master. 
documents bad been selected with care, so as to 
irritate the natural cuiiosity of llavcnswood Upon 
such a subject without gratifying it, yet to snow 
that Sir \ViUiain Ashton bad acted upon tbut 
trying occasion the ])art of an advocate and pS^- 
muker betwixt him and tbo jealous authorities 
of tbo d.ay. Having furnished his host with 
such subjects for examination, tbo Lord Keeper 
went to the breakfast-table, and entered into 
light conversation, addressed partly to old Caleb, 
whoso resentment against llie usurper of the 
Castle of Kavensw^ood began to lie softened by 
his familiarity, and paHly to bis daughter. 

After })oru6ing these papers, the Master of 
Raveuswood remained for a minute or tfo with 
his hand pressed against his brow, in ae$p and 
profound meditation. He then i^in ran 
eye hastily over the papers, as if desirouju ol 
(SsQOYOiing in them some deep purposo* or abmo 


wdtuesciedf thouj^ iho distance presoribod by 
poll teneKh' his ip^rview with Craigongelt. 

^id the Lord Keener, ‘tlut 
gCntlem^^s face, aiid at no great distance of 
time— his name is Craig — Craig -somethiug, is 
it not t 

gelt is the fellow’s name,’ said Ibe 


Master, 'at least that whicli lie pabs('s at 
present.* 

'Oraig-in-giiilt,* said Caleb, juiniiing upon the 
word eralft, which in Scotch sigiiifii's t hi oat ; ‘if 
he is Oraig-in-guilt just now*, lie is as likely to 
be Craig-in-pcnl as oiiy chichi I ever saw'- the 
loon has woodio written on his v (Ty v isoiiomy, 
and I wad wager twa and a plaek that hemp 
plaits bis cravat yet.’ 

‘You undcr^taifll phjsiognoni}', good Mi. 
Caleb,* said the Keepei, smiling ; ‘ I ah&uie you 
the gentleman has been near such a eonsunmia- 
tioti Tbeforo now — (or 1 most distinctly rotolleet 
that, upon occasion of a lournoy wdneli I made 
about a fortnight ago to JCdinhuigh, I saw Mr. 
Craigengeit, or whatiwer is his name, undeigoa 
severe examination before the Privy Council.’ 

‘Upon what aeeoimt?’ said the Master of 
Ravenswood, wdth Some iiiteiest. 

The question led immediately to a talc which 
the Lord Keeper had been very anxious to 
introduce, when ho could hud a giacelul and 
fitting opportunity. He look liold ot the 
Master’s aim, and led him hack low'uids the 
liall. ‘The answTr to your (piestiou,’ he said, 
‘though it is a iidieiiloiis business, is only lit 
for your own ear.’ 

As they onteiod the hall, he again took the 
Master apart into one of the recesses of the 
window, w'lioro it will he easily believed that 
Miss Ashton did not venture again to intiudc 
upon their conference. 
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— - Here it a father now, 

Will truck hU daughter for a foici^^u veiituie. 

Make her the stoj) gap to some canker'd feud, 

Or fling her o’ci, like Tonah, to the (ishes, 

To appease the sea at highest. 

Anonvmous. 

Tain Lord Kee^iei opened his (li.seourbo with 
an appoarauco of uiieoiieeiii, mtfi'king, liowcver, 
very ck:^refully, the effect of his communication 
upon young Ravenswood. 

‘You are aware,’ ho said, ‘my young friend, 
that suspicion is the nntuial vice of our unsettled 
times, and exposes the best and wisest of us to 
tbo jimposition of artful lascals. If I had 
booA diaphaed to listen to siicli the other day, 
or evett if I had boon tlie wily politician which 
you have been taught to believe me, you, 
MMct* of Raven swoud, instead of being at 
frUcdailh) j^nd with full liberty to solicit and act 
mo os you please, in uofcnco of what you 
«Upp0fi|(9 y(>ur rights, would have been in 
tho^ Otofla of Kdinburgb, or some other state 
prison i 'or, Mf, you bod escaped tliat destiny, it 
must bnvo been by flight to a foreign country, 
and alb tUo xkM of a sentence of fugitation.’ 

*My LW Keoi&r/ wiiiji the Master, ' I think 








WiAAo# Mriofttioji, which hftd ©soaiJed himut 
first pmml Ai)paroTitly the spcond readihg 
OOttfirr^ed the oinuion which hod pressed upon 
him at tlxo fii’st, for he started from the stone 
betich on which ho was sitting, and, going to 
the Lord Keeper, took his hand, and, strongly 
pressing it, askod his pardon repeatedly for the 
jiyiistico he had done him, when it appeared he 
"was experieneing, at his hands, the benefit of 
protection to his person and vindication to his 
character. 

The statosman received these acknowledg- 
ments at first witli well- feigned surprise, and 
then with an affecta tion of frank cordiality. The 
tears began already to start fiom Lnoy’s blue 
eyes at viewing this unexpected and moving 
scene. To see the Master, fate so Imughty and 
reserved, and whom she had always supposed 
the iignred ]>ersoir, supplicating her father for 
forgiveness, was a change at once surpilslng, 
ilattorlng, and affecting. 

‘ Dry your eyes, Lucy,* said lier father ; ‘ why 
shoLihi you weej) because your father, though a 
lawyer, is discovered to l)c a fair and hoiioniahlc 
man? — Wliat liavo you to thank ino for, my 
dear Master,’ he continued, addressing Kavens- 
wood, ‘that you would not have done in my 
ease? A'wiwa cuique iribuifOt was the Koman 
justice, and 1 learned it wdieii 1 studied Justin tan. 
Besides, have ye not overpaid inoa thousand times, 
in saving the life of this clear child « ’ 

‘Yes,’ answered the Master, in all the remorse 
of sclf-aoeusation ; ‘but the little service I did 
was an act of mere brutal instinct ; your defence 
of ttiy cause, when you know how ill I thought 
of you, and how much I was disposed to be your 
enemy, was an act of generous, manly, and con- 
siderate wisdom.* 

‘ Pshaw ! ’ said the Lord Keci)er, * each of us 
acted in his own way ; you as a gallant soldier, 
1 as an upright judge and ijrivy eouneillor. Wo 
could not, perhaj>s, have changed parts — at 
least I should have made a very sorry Tauridor ; 
and you, my good Master, though your cause is 
BO excellent, iniglit have ])leado(I it perhaps 
worse yourself, than I who acted for you, before 
the council.* 

generous fiieiull’ said Ravenswood 
and with that brief word, wJiicli the Keeper had 
oftlsn lavished upon him, but which he himself 
now pronounced for the first time, he gave to 
his feudal enemy the full eonfidenoe of a haughty 
hut honourable heart. The Master had been 
remarked amoug his contemporaries for sense and 
acuteness, as well as for his reserved, pertinacious, 
and irascible eharaoter. His prepossessions, 
accordingly, however obstinate, were of a nature 
to give way before love and gratitude ; and the 
TCaf charms* of the daughter, joined to the 
* Wippcsed services of the lather, cancelled in his 
the vow^s of vongeanco which he had 
taken so deeply on the eve of Ids father’s 
^ jfbnaral* But they had been bean I and registered 
ii? book of fate. 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary scene, 

, andklfould conceive no other mason ior a pro- 
extraordinary than an alliance betwixt 
the Bavenswood Castle assigned for 

tbe SNitifig ^lady’s dowry*, A* for Lucy, when 
. ^ pMsiofiate ^xcasee 


for his ungratefia. she idenld bnt 

smile through her teamt and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, 'assure him; in broken accents, 
of the delight with which she beheld the com- 
plote reconciliation between her father a»d her 
deliverer. Even the sUtesman was motCd and 
affected by the fiery, unreserved, and generous 
self-abandonment with which the Master of 
Itavenswood renounced liis feudal cntnlfy) and 
tlirew himself without hesitation upon his forgive- 
ness. Ilia eyes glistened as he looked ui>on a 
eoujile who were obviously becoming attached, 
and who seemed made lor eael other. He 
thought how liigh tlie proiul and chivalrous 
character of Ruvciiswood might rise under many 
circiimstaneCB, in which he found himself “over*- 
Cl owed,” to use a phrase of* hpensor, and kept 
under, by liis biief i>edigree and timidity of 
disposition. Tlion his daughter— his favourite 
child — ^liis constant playmate— seemed formed 
to live happy in a iiiiiou with such a command- 
ing spiiit as Ravenswood ; and even the fine, 
dclieuie, fragile form of Lucy Ashton seemed to 
lequire the support of th*‘ Master’s muscular 
stiength and inasculiiio cliai actor. And it was 
not merely during a few' minutes that Sir William 
Ashton looked uiion their iiiai riage as a probable 
and even desira()lc event, for a full hour inter- 
vened ere his imagination w'as crossed by mcol 
lection of the Master’s i»ovpity, and the sure 
displeasure of Lady Ashton. It is certain that 
the very unusual flow ol kindl^r feeling with 
whieli the Ijovd Keeper had been thus surprised, 
was one of the circumstances which gave much 
tacit encouragement to the attachment between 
the Master and his daughter, and led both the, 
lovers distinctly to believe that it w'as a con- 
nexion which would be most agreeable to him. 
Ho himself w^as su])posed to have admitted this 
in effect, w'lien, long after the catastrophe of 
their love, he used to wain his hoarers amnst 
licrmittiug their feelings to obtain an ascendency 
over their judgment, and affirm that the greatest 
misfortune of liis life was owing to a veiy 
temporary predominance of sensibility over self- 
interest. It must be ow'iied, if such was the case, 
he was long and severely ininislied for an offence 
of very brief duration. 

After some pause, the Loid Keeper resumed 
tlie conversation. — ‘ In your sur|)rise at finding 
me an honester man than you expected, you 
liavo lost your^puriosity about this Craigengelt, 
my good Master ; and yet your name was brought 
in, in the course of that matter too.* 

‘ Tlie scoundrel ! * said Ravenswood ; * my con 
nexion with him was of the most temporary 
nature possible ; and yet I was very foolish to 
hold any communication with him at ail. — What 
did he say of me ? * 

* Enough,* said the Keeper, ‘ to excite the very 
loyal terrors of some of our sages, who for 
prooeodiug against men on the mere^grauuds of 
suspicion or mercenary informatiou* *--^Some 
nonsense about your proposing to outer the 
service of France, or of the mteudor^ I doli*t 
recollect which, but which the of A-^ — , 

one of your best friends, and ano^hoja gowon, 
whom some call one Of your wtglft afid Usost 
interested enemies^ could not, somehow, be 
brought to listen to.* 
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* I am obUjJed to my honotn*ablo Mend— and 

yet tlib tiOM Keeper’s hand — *and 

yet I am aiiH more obliged to my lionourable 
enemy/ 

* atukissimm,* said the Loi d Keeper* 
returning tlio pressure; ‘but this gentleman - 
this ilr.Tffayston of BiieK^aw 1 am afiaid the 
) 00 r young man-— I heaid the fellow mention 
lis name—ls under very had guidance*.’ 

* He is old enough to govern himself,’ answered 
the Master, 

* Old enough, perhajxs, hut seareo wise enough, 
if he has chosen this fellow for \iU f this J chafes. 
Why, ho lodged an information against liiiii — 
that is, such a eonserpienre might Inive ensued 
from his examinfU^iyn, had we not looked rather 
at the character of the witness than the tenor of 
hid evidence.* 

‘Mr. Hayston of Bneklaw,’ said the Master, 
‘is, I believe, a most lionouiahlo man, and 
ca])able of nothing that is mean or disgraceful.* 

‘Capable of much that is uni easoiiable, though ; 
that you must needs allow, Master. Death will 
soon put him in po&aesbion of a fair estate, if he 
hath it not already; old Ijady (tirnington — an 
excellent person, oxeepling that her inveterate 
ill-naturo rendered her intoh'rahle to the wiiole 
world — is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs-portioners have siu-ccssively died to make 
her wealthy. I know the estates well; they 
march* with my own a noble piopeity.’ 

‘I am gla^ of it,’ said Ravouswood, ‘and 
should bo more so, woie I confident that Bucklaw 
would change his company and habits with liU 
fortunes. This ajipeaiaiice of Ciaigengell, acting 
in the capacity of his friend, is a most vile 
augury for hi.s lutuie lesjiectability.’ 

* lie is a liird of evil omen, to be sun%* said 
the Keeper, ‘and croaks of jail and gallows-tioe. 
— But 1 see Mr. Caleb grows impatient for oiu* 
return to brealifast.’ 


CITAPTEIi XVJI. 

5)ir, stay at home, and take an old counsel ; 

i$eek not to bask you by a stianc^ei's hearth ; 

Our own blue smoke is warmer than their file ; 

Domestic food is wholesome, though 'tis homely, 

And foreign d.iinties poisonous, though tasteful. 

The FarwcH Counib/AN. 

The Master of Ravens wood took an oppor- 
tunity to leave his guests to i»rcpaie for tneir 
dcpa^urCi while he himself made the brief 
arraQgeincnts noccssaiy pievious to his absence 
froift Wolf's Crag for a day or two. It was 
Aeoessdty to communicate .w ith Caleb on Ibis 
occasion) and he found that faithful servitor in 
lUB sooty and ruinous den, gi’eatly delighted 
with the departure of their visitors, and eom- 
pUtiM how long, wdth good management, tlie 
]>rovi$!ozi$ which had been unexpended might 
Aimish toih the Master’s table. ‘He’s nao 
helly^flOdy that*s ae blessing; and Bucklaw’s 
^nO) that ^otfdd have eaten a horse behind 
^e sa^w*'* Presses or water-purpie. and a hit 
idt-cahO) can serve tthe Master foi* treakfast as 
as Caleb. Then for dinner— there's no 
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muckle left on tbo awe^bane ; it will brander* 
though— it will braider t very well/ 

^ITis iriumpliant caloulatioiis were internipted 
by the Master* who communicated to hini) not 
mthoiit some hesitation, his purpose to ride 
with the Lord Keeper as far as Bavenswood 
Castle, and to icmain thci'o for a day or tWo. 

‘The incrc-y of lIea\oii foihid I* said the Old 
scrving-inaii, turning as pale as the tablecloth 
which ho was folding ii]>. 

‘And why, Caleb/’ said his master, ‘wdiy 
should the indcyot Heaven loihid my rotUru<» 
ing the Lord Kecpci’s visit ? ’ 

‘0, sir,’ replied Caleb— ‘0, Mr. Edgar! I am 
your servant, and it ill becomes me to speak— 
but I am an auld seivaiit --have served baith 
your iather and giidesire, and mind to have Seen 
Lord Kundal, your gi eat -grand father— but that 
wa-s when I was a haiin.’ 

‘And wliat of all this, BalderstonC said the 
Master; ‘ what can it possibly have to do with my 
])aymg some oidinary civility to a neighbour ?’ 

‘O, Mr. Erlgar, that is, myloid!’ answered 
the hut lor, ‘ 3 .()nr am conscnMice tells jou it isna 
loi ^onr f.ith(‘i’s son to be noigbbmiiing wi’ the 
like o’ Iiiin it isna for the ciedit of the family* 
An he were anee come to lei ms, and to gio ye 
back yonr am, c’(‘n though \c suld honour his 
lioust* wi* yoin alliance, I siildno say na — for the 
oiirig lady is a winsome, sweet (leatnre.— But 
eep "your ain state wi’ them 1 ken the race o’ 
them w'col (hey will tliink the man o’ ye,* 
‘Why, now% yon go iaither Ilian I do, Caleb/ 
said the Mastei, di owning a certain dcgi‘CO of 
eonseiousiiesH in a foiced laugh ; ‘you are for 
mai lying me into a family that you will liot 
allow me to visit— how’s this— and you look as* 
jiale as dpath besides.’ 

‘O, Mr,’ lepcatcd (\alch again, ‘you would but 
laugh if 1 tauld it ; but Thomas the Rhynier, 
whose tongue eoiildna he fause, sjioke the woul 
of your liou&e that will e’en jnove ower true if 
you go to Ravenswood this day — 0, that it 
should e’er have been fulfilled in iny time ! ’ 

‘And what is it, Caleb?’ said Kavenswood* 
wishing to soothe the feais of his old wrvant. 

Caleb reiilied, ‘lie had never repeated the lines 
to living mortal — they were told to him by an 
auld priest that had he(*u confessor to Lord 
Allan^s father when the family were Catholic. 
But mony a time,’ be .said, ‘ I liae soughed thao 
dark words ower to iiiyHel’, and, well-a-aay ! little 
did I think of their coining round this day.’ 

‘ Truce w'ith your iionsonso, and lot me hear 
the doggerel whith has put it into your head*' 
siiid tlie Master im^iaticntly. 

Wit h a quivering voice, and a cheek pale with 
apprehension, Caleb falteied out tlie foUowing 
lines : — 

' When the last Laird of Ravenswood to RaveCsWood 
shall ride, 

And woo a dead maiden to be his bridi, 

He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie’s Flow, 

And his nOme shall be lost for evermoe I ’ 

* I know the Kelpie’s Flow well enough) ’said 
the Master \ ‘ 1 su^se) at least* you mean the 
quicksand hetwist Uiis tower and wolfs Hope $ 


* fhty ate bounded by, my owa 
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V, So^ct Speer ony tiling about that, sii— GJpd ; 
foil)i4 ne should ktn what the pioplucy means 

btit just bido you at liame^ and let the 

stuiijeis 11 lo to Ri\ (lib wood by themselves 
SVe hive done oiieiieh foi them , and to do 
iiiair, would b( man against the eiedit of the 
f imily than in its f ivoui 

‘well, Caleb, siul tlio kUstcr, * I give you the 
best possible eudit t)i ^oiii good adviee on this 
occasion , Imt as 1 do not go to Riivcnswood to 
seekabiidc dtadoi ihve I liop 1 sli ill choose 
a bcttii stabU loi iii^ huisi Ihin tin kelpies 
quicksand, and especidlly is I have ilwajs liad 
a pAitunlar ditid ol it smet the ]»atiol of 
diogoous WLie lost time tin >ciis siiicf My 
fathei and I siw thtm lion the tou<i stiug 
glmg against th ilv iming ti li in I tin j weiu 
lost long b(foi( an^ In Ip i^iil i k i li tlirin 
‘An I th(v <hstivid it v\ < 1 th soutluin. 
loens ' ' Slid (HUb, ‘whit ha I tluy a lo tipd 
lag on our sinds and liindoiiug i wine a honest 
folk iiao bunging on shoK i di ip biinly^ I 
hae seen them tint busy, tliat I vv id hu hied 
the Uild (.ulviiiii Ol the (hmisiki i tints on the 
south baitiziu it them, only 1 wis li iicd tlie^ 
might buist in the ginning ill 
Calebs biaiii vv is now fully engaged with 
abuse of the English solliciy ind cviisdnen, 
so that hib mistci founl no gu it dilluultyin 
«se ipiiig fioni him and it joining his giu sts All 
v\ is now ready ioi thtu dtpaituie, and out of 
the Jfjoid k((p 1 b glooms having saddUd the 
klastei s steed, they moiiiiU d in the eouit vaid 
Caleb had, with inueh toil o])(ned tin (louhle 
doois of thf outw ud gite, and thdf it stationed 
lutnself, eudeiv ninng 1 y th icvdditnl and, 
at the same time, tonsr jucntnl in which ho 
assumed, to sujqily b> Ins own gaunt wasted 
and thin person, the alis iieo tl i whole baioiual 
establishment of poitcis, warders, and livened 
menials 

The Keepci utuiiu 1 liis deep rev eienec with 
a conlial fan well 'toojung at tin sime time fiom 
his hoi so, and bliding into the Imtlci b hind the 
letnunoi ition wliieli iii those days was always 
mven by a di puling guest to tin domestics of 
the family whcie ho hid Iccn cntei tamed 
TiUcy smiled on the old inrii with hei usuil 
sweetness, ladi him aluii and deposited hei 
guerdon witli igiacc ol acLioii and i goiitlcnesb 
of accent which cjuld i ot Invo laikd to liave 
vyon the futhiiil ictainei s he lit, but lot Thomas 
the llhymci, and the successful liwsuit agiinst 
hia tnastei \s it w is he nn/lit have aiupted 
the language of the Duke, in you Like U — 

C uldst h l^ Kt r pjpT, eel me with this deed, 
ad't t lu me unthcr fithet 

wood w i> at the Inly a bridle lein cii 
h^i tmiKlity ml guiding lioi hoiso 
lowM the locky pith whnh led to the 
9^ ono of the sc IV ants lunouueed fiom 
Sat Caleb was calling loudly altei them, 

» Mksak witli his mabtei fUvcnswaod 
Ibok aingiilar to neglect this mm- 
mone, Ittwaidly cursing Caleb for his 


beginning, somewhat CMeb 

the cause of hia olamoiirj whom. '(heJgbOd oW 
man evolaimed, ‘Wliisbt, sii 1 whisht^ M 
nn sjieak lust lo word that 1 couldnd 
folk tlieiL (inittiiig mtj his lotd's hsiia the 
money he had just leceivod) — ‘thofe^s three 
gowd pieces -ana ye 11 want silUi ujiby yonder 
-But stay whisht now** loi the MasW Y*® 
beguming to cvclaiin agiinst this tiansfbiertco 
- nevd siy i woid, but pist see to get them 
(hanged in the lust town yo tide through, foi 
they IK bi in new fue tlm mint, and kenspeckle 
a wee bit ^ 

‘ \oii fi iget, Caleb, siid h s master, striving 
to fj (( back tin iiiomy on liis soivant, ana 
Cvtiieato tin biidlt fioiii his hold — ‘you ioiget 
that 1 have sonn gold ])ieees left of my own 
Keep these to yotiisc II my old friend , and oiico 
inoie ^ >0(1 cliy i» yoi I assure you I liavo 
ihniy \ou kmw voii liivi manflgod thst oui 
living should e )st us little oi nothing * 

Awcel, said C ibb ‘these will seive fot you 
aiiotlni tune but s(e ye hic cneiich, fOfj doubt 
less foi the ei edit of Ihe^fimily, there maiiu bo 
some eivility to tin seivints, and ye inatm liao 
something lo inik a show with when they say, 
Misfci, will you bet a lioid jnceo* ThtH yei 
iiiuin tik out youi puinc, and siy, I caicnaif I 
do , ind tik i lie no to a. jut on the ai holes of 
the wigei, and just put up yofii purse again, 
an I 

* This lb mtolei iblf, ralch -I really must bo 
gone * 

‘And you will go then^* said Caleb, loosening 
his hold upon the Maste i s cloak, and phangiug 
Ills didactics into a yiathctie iiid momnful tone 
And you util go, foi a I have told you 
about the piopluev and tlio dead bade, and 
the kelpies quicks md ? —Awecll a wilful man 
inmn hao his w ly he that will to Oupar maun 
to ( upu But pity ff youi life, sir, if Vo bo 
fowling 01 shooting in the paik -beware of dunk 
iiig at tlm Meiin iide ii s ell - -He's gane ! ho s 

down the pith, airow flight aftei hei Tlio head 
is as clcin taeii all the Itaveiiswood family this 
tlay as I wad cliaji the he id afl a sybo * * 

lie old butlei looked long altei his mastei, 
ofkn deal mg aw ly the dew as it rose to lus 
eyes, that hu anight, as long as possible, dis* 
tingiiish lus stately loim fiom those of the Othei 
hoi semen ‘Close to hei biidlc loin — ay, dose 
to hei hiidle itm * -Wisely saith the Jioly man, 

‘ By tl IS ilso you may know that woman hatU 
(loiniiiioii ovei all men, and without tbn 
lass would not oai lum have boeii li'tkOKifbei* 
fultilled 

Vi^ith a heait fi aught with such sad auj^uxies 
did (\1eb ictiiiu to lus necebsary dtihe^ at 
Wolfs Ciag as soon as he coiiM no lon^ 
elistinguisli the object of hib anxiety ^mong 0i-i 
gioiip of ride 18 , which diminished 

111 the meantime thb party purstiodt|iJG^ 
joyfully Having once taken iii^ the 


self to the pleasure he idt in 
eompapy, and displayed an Midi 
wMh approaehea as to 







d and ibUio of^ hi$, family | pUy upd^^iiA 
ihl Ko<^pe^r na^ muon struck ohcosC* Ui 


bscrvation, and tLo nnuHual 
ob he had dcnvcd fiom Ins 
these accomplislnm iits Sii \\ ilium 


^ pitlv ami 

mora oom|)itTfthlc to Liu y 
syguet, and $o they ina> 


than an owl is. to a cygbet, and so they ina) 
cany then hlatk hroiis to a farther moijfiot ’ 

1 he ciitei t inimc ut being ended, ou*' traveller'!, 


AAtCffsjTUftis^ion and habits ot society roudt I cd wlio Ind ‘iiill to intasme the longest l^art ot 
hUn hid ’tSKoellent judge , and IicmoII knew how linn louintj, >0*^111110(1 thoir hol^e8, and 
tof'apprceiato a quality to nlu h he himself m is tho Loid kt( j (i, tho Alastoi, and, the domcsiKS 


a total atrangei, - the 1 iicf and docnltd diunt 
lessUcsS of the Mastci of Kay(nsi\ 0 ()(l s dis} o 
sition, ^ho seemed equally a stiangu to doubt 
and to fear In his lu ut tin Loid Kcepci 
lojoiced at having oomiliattd in advcisuy so 
foimtdable, whili, with a niixtiiu of ]>b isiii< 
and anmet), ho antic i]ut(d tlu gu it things Ins 
young companion inight K]iit\t, i\uo tlu 
buath of coiut faipui to fill bis sails 

* What could si ( dcsiK i he lliouglit, his 
tnmd always conjniing up o])posnion in the 
poison of Lady A hton !> hi nou ]i(\iilnig 
vish — ‘ Wh it could a nun tksiic in i matt It, 
mote iluii tin so]itiiig ot a veiy ding ions 
claim, and the alluiKe of a son in lii\ nohb, 
braio, TVtll gilttci, ind highly connet ttd -suio 
to float whcncvei the tide sc s his -wa^ stiong, 
e\aotly wliuc mo aio inciK, in p( digue, and in 
the temper of a swoidmin f Sine no icasonihlc 
woman would he sit te — But ahs • — Hcie his 
^argument Mas stopjied by tbe ctiis loustiess tint 
Lady Ashton m is not ah\ lys k isnnihlt, in his 
sense of the void *lo jufti smn clmviiish 
Moiso laird to tho gillant >( uiig n iblcin in, in I 
to tho sfonic ]Kss(ssion <f luunsMood iqioii 
toms of cisy coinpiomise it Mould be the act 
of a madwoman ' 

Thus pondeicd tbo \ct(iui politician until 
they reached Inttltb] uns II oust, mIicic it hid 
been previously settled tluy mho to dine ind 
leposo tbemsehes, iiid puscente tlicii joiuncj 
in tbo afternoon 

They wcro^iccciud m ith in exte ss of hosjntal 
ity , and the most m nked intention m is otfLied 
to the Mastei cf Rixensuood, m parliculii, 
by their noble cntoilainus Ibe tiutli mi 
that Lord Bittkbiain had ol t luud Ins pc( i ige 
by a good deal of plausibility, in lit of bud Jiii" 
Up a eharaeter foi mis loin iijiou a \oiy tide 
style of oommonjilaco eloqudioc, a steady ob 
seivation of the ehingos of tho turns, iiid the 
power of lendeiing ccitaui jiolitnal soivius to 
those Mho could bc^t icMaid them Ifis lil> 
and ho, not Idling quite easy^undcr then i \ 
honours, to m1ii h use had not adapted thin 
fooluigs, weie xciy dosiious to procnio th 
fiatomal countcnauco of those mIio Mere boin 
deut^Aens of the regions into mIiuIi tin} lud 
etaltod fiom a Iomci sphere Ihc o\ticmo 
atibSJftiOn which tluy paid to iho Mastoi of 
EaVeflflWOod had its usiul eflict in exalting his 
Itn^tahce in the ejes of the Loid Kccpci, who 


hid (blink (/ (f (ni doniiSf (i the stlklUp-'CUp, 
in tin lipiois a(lqt( I to tlnn ^drious )atlk$, i 
the t IX ak i k iisnin I its ] logic^s 

It Mas diik }} tin tinn tiny entered UlO 
aumio of Kaxinswf )d ( i tie, a long stiaight ^ 
lino Itiding diKctlj to the iiont of tlie house, 
fl inked Mith lingo dm fioos, Mlmli sighed to 
tin night Mind, is it liny < omiiassioiiated llio 
In 1 ol then sn nut ]ioiiiotois mIiq now 
i( till ind to then hubs in tin society, and 
alnnst in tic iclimic, of llnii ium xdo tci. 
Some feelings of tin same 1 iinl c|picssc<l tho 
mind cf the Alitei him df lie gi uUnll^ 

I bcc imc silent, ind diojijcd a little behind tbo 
lad>, at Mhose biidlc lein ho had liithcito 
Malted Mith such doxotion IJc Mill iceolkcUd 
tlu peiiod, Mhen, at tin same hoiu m tho 
ox oiling h hud iceompanio I liis fitlui, as that 
nohb 111 111 left, ncxci iguiii to lehiin to it, the 
mansion fieni xxhidi ho deux c cl Ins name and 
title Jlio ovtcnsixc tiontol tho old castle, on 
Mhidi ho Kincml c ted b iviiig oiten looked back, 
xxas then *as bliek as m uinnig xxeod * Ihe 
same fiont noxy gl meed xxith many lights, sottio 
thioMing lai ioiM ud into tho nit^ht a fixed and 
statioi aiy bla/o, and othcis linnxing bom one 
XX in low to aiiothei, intimating the buktlo and 
busy pi epilations ] loeiding thru amxal, mIikU 
had bctu inliinolcd ]> an axintcoiuui Iho 
conliast luissccl so stiongly upon the Mastci s 
lieut, IS to SM il <11 sniic et tlu steinoi belnigB 
XMlh xxliuli In lud Iceu accustomed to icgaid 
tho nexx loid ol Ins ]>ilcindl domain, and to 
impicss Ins count cimuc xmHi an air of ‘'oxcio 
grixity, xxhon, aliglitcd fiom his hoibc, he stood 
in the lull, no longci Ins oxui, siiiiouiukd by 
the numeic ns me in ils c f its j ic sent omijci, 

Iho 1 Old Kcc j)( 1, mIkii il out to xukoino liim ’ 
xvilli tlu coidiilif} ixhicli then ] ito intcKOUue 
sfcmed to icudd ])i()]i(7, bctime aMaio of thO 
e binge rofiiiiud tiom Ins pin pose, an(][ only 
intimated the ccicmonyof leco] tion by a (Icjp 
lexeiente to liio giie t, siomiiig thus acUpatciy 
to shai( the feelings mIiuIi jic dominated On lud 
hroM 

Two upper cbmicstus, bearing taeli a huge ][ an 
ol silxei t incllesticks, luxv maisbillod tho 0cm 
jiaiiy into a liigo salodi, oi xxithdiaMiiig lOcm, 
mIuio nexx altei itions iinpiossod upon Itaveiif 
XX 00 1 the supciioi xxealth ot tho pieseiit inhabit- 
ants ot the castle Tho moulucnng taiiestix, 
Mbicli, in bis tatlui s tune, liad lialf cOxoicd tho 


ttltaoagh Jie b id a 1 casonable degree of eontemjet xx ills of this statel> apai tmont, and half slrtamtd 
lot pittlebrains* genet al parts, entei tame cl fiom tbem in tittcis, bad gixcn plabo fp a 
a hw (Opinion of tho acuteness ot his judgment eoinpleto finishing ot wainscot, the eorxdco tf 
m apmtters qf self iDteiest xvhith, as xxoll as the baines of Ihq tinocS 

U Lady Ashton had seen tins,’ Mas Ins compartments, xxeio ornamented Mitli fcdlooM 


a ppin^on of the acuteness ot his judgment 
m alrildeittera qf self inteiest 

Xtody Ashton had seen tins,’ Mas Ins 
xinfafnir Itj^aotion ; *no man knows so mcU as 
dfl ‘^hich Side his bread is but tercel , 
ahd Ao faMi on the Master like a boggai s 
mmin cfn h c6ok* And my lady, too, bnngina 
browed misses to skn) and 


complete finishing of wainscot, tho oomlco tf 
xvhuh, as xxoll as tho baines of Ihq tatiocS 
compartments, xxeio ornamented Mitli 
of flowers and Mith birds, which, though cai ved 
in oak, seemed, such was the ait of the ohiseh 
actually to swell their thioats, and fluitot thqii 
wings. fievSial oM family portraits of armed 
heroes ofrfhe llpuse qf Ba^enswood, 
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-Tn r-n-ri , rnrr 

ifriiili 1^ 9ttifc two of old annour, and some 
military traapons, hod given pUoo to ^o$e of 
JCmg Wdhom and Queen Maly^ of Sir Tliomao 
Hopo and iord Stair, tivo distinguished Scottish 
lawyers Iho pictiues of the Loid Keopci s 
fothoi and mot Iier wore also to be s( cii , the lattei, 
soul, shrenish, and solemn, in her black hood 
and close pinneis, with a book of devotion iii 
lui hand , the foimci, cxlubitingbeneatli abluk 
silk Geneva cowl, oi skull cap, which sit as close 
to the head as li it had Ikcii sha\cii, a ]>inclif(1, 
peevish, piiiitamcal sit of fc itiiies tciminatiiig 
in a hungry, i eddish, peaked bt ud, loriiurig on 
the whole a countenaijii in the e^jircssion of 
which the hyi>ociit( scemrd to contend with thi 
nusei and the knave And it is to make looni 
foi such sciiccrow s as these tlioiiglit K ivcnsw od, 
that my anccstois ha\c been toin down from 
the walls which they ciutul lie looked at 
them agiLii, and is he lo)kf 1 the ii colic ctioii 
of Lucy Ashtcni (Ici she hid not cntcu I tlu 
apaitmcut with them) seemed less lively iii his 
imagination Tli le wcii also tw) ci thic 
Dutch drolleii s is tho jnciuiosof Ostidc and 
Teniers woie tin n ti lined, w lih one good }nmtiiig 
of the Italun school Jlnie was, besides, a 
noble fulllciigili ot the I oid hccjui m his 
lobes of ofhco plioed btsidc his hdy in silk 
and ermine -a h nighty 1 aiit\ bcaimg in hci 
looks all the piidc of tho House of Douglas 
liom which she was chs ended Tho pamtei 
notwithstanding Ins skill, oieicomc hy the 
reality, oi, jieihajs fioin a suipicssed sense of 
humoiii, had not be n ible togiie tlie hiibl wid 
on the canvas tint an of awKil lulc and light 
siipumaey wliieli inhcitcs the full posse ssiou 
ol domestic luthonty It w is ol)vious at the 
first glance, tint lespite nneo sn I gold fiogs 
tho Loiel Koepci was souicwhit hiapeckid 
Iho floor of Hub line sibonwis laid with neh 
caipots, huge hies hla^e d m the double ehimn(;ys 
ana ten sih er se oiico^ n fie c ting with llicii biiglit 
]>latD8 the lights winch th y sup^ cited, nude 
the whole stem as Liilhint as d i> 

‘Would you clioose iny leiieslnncnt Master < 

^ said Sir William Ashton, not unwilling to break 
the awkwaid silence 

He leocmd no answei, the Mastci h ing *.o 


1 usiiy engaged in inaikmg the Taiioiis eliinges 
which had taken place in the ajiaitniont, tint 
he haidlyhoaid tho Toid Keepei addicss him 
A ro|)etition of tli^ ofTei of refieshment, with the 
addition, that the family meal would be picsontly 
ready, compelled Ins itt cation and lemmdc i 
him that lie acte 1 i weak jirilups cmji a iidi 
ohlous jiait, in suffeiiiig Jiuiisf If to bo OTCicomo 
by the ciKumstinces m winch he found Inmsclf 
He compelled Innis It ^ uictoie to eiitci into 
Conversation w ith Sii \^dllaTn \shton, with as 
Mnh appei^ianco of indiffeKuec as he could well 
wintdeind 

will not be surpuscd Sn William that 
I itm interested in tho change i ywi him nndc 
Ito liltl this a])ai tnie nt In my f ithei b 
our misfoi tunes comptlUd him to live 
^ TOi|raj|Qi0nt, At was little used, except hy me as 
it SttCiMOiA, when tho weathei would not jicrmit 
tS IP ii|Mad» lu that receae waa my little 
t tretM«Ht0d the few cari>enter'^ 


taught m httw to in yonder itiomer, 

under that hondeome edver eilrnno^ I kept my 
fishing rods, and hunting - pdles, bowis, and 
allows ’ 

‘ I have a young birkie,' said tlxe Lord Keeper, 
willing to change tho tone of the oonveiaation, 
‘of much the same tuin—IIe is never happy, 
save when he is m the held — 1 wonder he ts not 
hero — Here, Lockhard— send Wxllum Shaw for 
Mr Henry -I suppose ho is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy s apron biniig -lhat foolish girl, Mastei, 
diaws tho whole fa rnily after hei ai her pleasure ‘ 

Even this allusioii to hib daughtei, though 
aitfully till own out, did not recall Bavenswood 
fioni his own tone 

‘We weio ohJiged to leave,* he said, ‘some 
aimuur and poi traits in this apariment^may X 
ask whcie the v have been icmoved to ? * ^ 

‘Wliy, answcteel the Keeper, with some 
liesit ition ‘ the i oom w is fit ted uj) in our absence 
— and t danf at ma toqa is the maxim of lawyeis, 
you know - 1 am aft iid it has been liere some’ 
whit too literally c(mi])lied with I hope— I 
liclicve fliey aie sift 1 am biirc I gave orcfcis — 
miy I hope that wlien they aic iccoiorcd, and 
jmt in j)i iper older you will do me the houom 
to accept them at my hind is an atonement foi 
the u accidental dciange imnt < 

Jhe Mastci oi Kaicnswood bowed stiffly, and, 
with folded aims, again le umed his siiiycy of 
the loom 

Henry, a spoilt l)oy of fifteen hprst into the 
room and lan up It) Ins fatlic i ‘ IHimk of Lucy, 
pipa, Khe has come liomc bO cross ind so fiac 
tious tint sho will not ^o down to tho stable to 
see my new pony tint Dob ilsoii bi ought fiom 
the Mull of (jallows} 

‘I thmk von wcio veiy unicasonible to ask 
hti said the Kcepei 

‘ I hen you ire as cross as slie ifl * answei cd 
tho hoy but when inanima e onics^home, sho 11 
cliw uj) both yoiii mittens 

Hush ycui impel tinence you little forwaitl 
imj) > saiel his father , wlieic is your tiitoi I ’ 
(ronc to a wedding in Dinibai — I hope hell 
get a haggis to Ins uiiiiici , and he liegan to 
sing the old Scottish song, 

litre ^^as i Inggis 1 1 Diiul ar 

I al de ral etc 
Many bettci and ua r 

1 il de ral etc 

*I am mucli obliged to Mr Cmdery foi his 
attentions, said the Loid Keopci , ‘ahd piay 
who has had the c huge of y on wliile I was away, 
Ml Ihmy t 

‘Norman and Dob Wilson — foi by my own 
self 

A gioom and a gamckeepei, and youi own 
silly sell— propel giiaidians foi a young advocate I 
-Why, you will ne\ei know any statiitee but 
those against shooting icd deci, killing aalmou, 
and 

‘And speikiug of icd game,’ said the yoUng 
sc anegi ace intei luptiiig his f itlierwithem^MTuple 
Ol hesitation, ‘Nouiian has shot a b\tbk, Uiwl I 
showed the blanches to Lucy, and ahuuuye they 
have but eight tyi«es , and she saytl tl&t jmu 
kiljed a deer with Lord BittlebraiPs* hoUudb, 
when you weie west away, and, do you know, 
the eays it hed ton tynee— is it tiue 
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* It ttiaiy 3 )fl 4 twenty^ Heniy, for wliftt I 
know ; bui n jrou 90 to that gentleman, ho can 
toll you aU anout ii - 4 >o speak to him, Henry— 
it is tho MWor of Ravenswood/ 

. Whila tl^ay oonvei’sed thus, tho father and 
Son standing by the hre ; and tho Master*, 
having walked towards tho upi>er end of tho 
apai'^nent, stood with his laek towaids them, a])- 
parently engaged in examining one of the imint- 
ings. Theuoy lan up to liim, and pulled him 
by the skirt of tho coat with tho Ireedom ol a 
spoilt child, saying, ‘1 say, sir -if y(ni please to 
tell me but when the Ma^er tinned round, 
and Henry saw his taco, he became suddtmly and 
totally disconcerted - walked two or thiee steps 
backward, and still ga/ed on Ibivenswood with 
*aii air of fear wonder, which had totally 
banished from his features tlieir usual expression 
of pert vivacity. 

‘Come to me, young gentleman,* said tho 
Master, ‘and I will tell you all I know about 
the hunt.* 

‘Go to tho gentleman, Henry,* said his father; 
* you aro not used to be so shy. * 

Butnoithcr invitation nor eAhortation had any 
effect on the boy. On the eonli.ny, lie luiued 
round as soon as ho had comiilctcd his survey of 
the lister, and, walking as eautioiisly as if he 
had been treading upon eggs, he glided hack to 
his father, and ])rcssed as close to him as j>ossil)lc. 
Itavenswood, to avoid hearing the dispute betw'ixt 
the father and the over-indulged hoy, thought it 
most polite t^ tuiii his face once more towards 
tho pictures, and pay no at ten I ion to uhat they 
said. 

‘ Why do you not speak to tho Master, you 
little fool ? * said the Lorii Keeper. 

‘I am afraid,’ said Honiy, in a very low tone 
of voice. 

‘Afraid, you little goose!’ said his father, 
giving him a slight shake by the collar, — ‘ What 
makes you afraid ? ' 

‘ What makes him so like tho pieturo of 
8ir Maliso llavensw'ood, then i ’ said the hoy, 
whispering. 

‘ What picture, you natural ? ’ said his father. 
‘I used to think y«m only a scapegrace, but I 
believe you will turn out a born idiot ’ 

‘f tell you it is the picture of old M.iHse of 
Ravenswood, and he i« as like it as if ho had 
loupen out of the canvas ; and it is up in the old 
baron’s hall that the maids laiyider the clothes 
in, and it has armour, and not a (‘oat like the 
gentleman — and he has not a heard and whiskers 
like the picture --and it has another kind of 
thing about the throat, and no hand -strings as 
ho has— and ’ 

‘ And why should not the gentleman be like 
Ilia ancestor, you silly boy*’ said tho Lord 
Keeper. 

*Ay ; but if he is come to chase us all out of 
the castle,* said tho boy, ‘and has twenty men 
at his back in dis^ise— and is come to ssy, with 
a hoHoiW i^oice, I bide wy fiinc— and is to kill 
you on the hearth as Malise did the other man, 
and wno^a blood is still to be seen ! * 

'Snah! nonsense I ’ said the I^rd Keeper, 
not himself muoh pleased to hear those disagree- 
able oojinciden8ts forced on his notice.^* Mmer, 
'hers eomw IioohJiard to say supper is servfd/ 


And, tha aahae ihstant, Lucy entered at 
another doOr, having changed her dress since her 
return. The exquisite fbminino beauty of her 
eounteuancc,*now shaded only by a profusion id 
sunny 1 resses ; the sylph-like form disencumbered 
of her heavy riding-skirf, and mantled in azure 
.silk ; the grace ol her manner and of her smile, 
cleaied, with a eeleiity w'hich surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfavourable 
thoughts which had for some time overclouded 
his fancy. Jn those leatuies, so simi)ly sw^cet, he 
could trace no alliance wdlh the pinelied visage 
of the peak-bearded, hlaek-eapped iniritan, or Ins 
stareJied, withered sjiouse, with theciaft expressed 
in tho Lord Keeper’s eounteiianee, or the haughti- 
ness which predominated in that of his lady ; 
and, while he gazed on Lucy Ashton, she seemed 
to be an angel descended on earth, unallied to 
the coarser mortals among whom she deigned to 
dwell for a season. Such is tho pow or of beauty 
over a youthful and enthusiastic fancy. 


CIJAPTEK^ A’ IV! A 

— 1 do tiw ill in thi'?, 

And must not think hut that .1 i)ji<.nts plaint 
^V]U move the heavens to poujr forth misery 
Upon the lead c>f discthidiimy. 

Yet icason ttlK us, p.arcnts arc o'eisccn, 

When with too stiut a icin they do hold in 
'Ihui child s aflection, and control that lote 
Which the liK^h powers divine inspire them with. 

liir Hocj iiAiii losi ms PnAKU 

Tiir feast of Ravenswood C^istle wms as remark- 
able for its profusion, as Hint of Wolf’s Ciag had 
lieeii for its ill-veiled peiiuiy. Tho Lord Keepr 
might feel inteinal piide at tho coiitiast, but he 
had too much tact to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he seemed to rememher with pleasure 
what ho called Mr. Balderston’s bachelors meal, 
and to bo rather disgusted than ])lcased with the 
disjihiy ujroii his own groaning board. 

‘We do tbest‘ things,’ lie said, ‘because others 
do them — hut 1 was lued a ])lain man at my 
fathers frugal table, and I should like well, 
w'ould my wife and family permit me, to retuni 
to my aowens and my jiooi-maii-of-mutton.’ * 
This was a little overstretched. Tho Master 
only answered, ‘That different lanks — I mean,' 
sain lie, correcting himself, ‘ different degrees of 
wealth roquiiea aifferent style of housekeeping/ 
Tin's dry lemark put a stop to further con- 
versation on the subject, nor is it neeessai^ to 
record that which was substituted in its place. 

'The evening w'as sjwiit with freedom, and even 
cordiality ; and Henry had so fai overcome his 
first appi*ehcnsions, that ho had settled a party 
for coursing a stag with the representative and 
living I'esemblance of grim Sir Maliso of Ravens- 
wooq, called the Revenger. The next morning 
was the ajipointed time. It rose upon active 
sportmen and suocessful sport. The banquet 
came in course; and a pressing invitation to 
t&n^ yet another day was given and awepted. 
This Ravenswood h^ resolved shoiild be the 
last of his stay ; but ho recollected he had hot 
I yet viaited the hncient and devoted servant ol 

I ' Tbe Peor-MatJ-of-Mwttca, 
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luniw, old AW) ««d ■”»* 

'Sodjflftto ppo inorJi^ng to Ihe giJ-tilioAtxOft of 6o 
jllBtitelUt^nttdhoieiit , . , 

To nisit Alj (0 llificfoio, a day do\otod, 
and Liwy i» Uic Mistci s guido upon the u \} 
lieniy, it is tiuo, accomjjanied tluiii, nid touV 
jioiii then ualk fho au of a *l /<7^, uhih, in 
loality, it u IS liltlo ols(, consnhiiug the \anity 
of ciKUmstiucis -whieh oocumd to pinout the 
boy Aom giving tlie least .itUntion to uliat 
]iassed betwcon hib ( orn])iiiionb Nom a look 
settled on a hi'ineh AMthiu hot — uion a hue 
nossed thou pith, and lloni) and his gi <3 
hound wont istiay in pin suit ot it—theu ho hid 
to hold a long eonveisitiou uith tho loustei, 
^ihioh dctainol 1 im a -whih luhiiid his coni 
panionS' — and agdin ho ^^ent to oMinino tho 
caitli of a hadgd, uhieh c uric I him on <i good 
way before thei i 

Iho (oiivoisatioii bctiMxt tlu Ikl istfi uid his 
lister, inojuwhilc, tiok in iiiius(in% uid 1 
most a coulideiih il tiuii »Slie ccnld lut help 
mentioning lui sens ol tlu ])iin In must iicl 
in Visiting Hi ms &o ^\(ll known to him, he A)iing 
now an aspect so difhunt , ind so gnitly w is 
lior sympathy that Jlaicnswood Alt 

it for a moment as a lull leqiiitil ol all his mis 
ioi tunes. So no such soiitimcnt csoi})cd him, 
wliieli Lucy heiid-with moio of oonfnsioii than 
displeasure, and ho may lu loiqireu the im 
|nudeueo oflistdiin^ to Hiih 1 iiit^inge, eonsuhi 
ing that tho sitiutioii iii which she w is jlucd 
hy hei father si niud to autlioii/o Ilviouswood 
to use it Yet she iiiuh in elloit to tuiu the 
eouvorsitiou, and she s icietded , loi Ihc Mistci 
also had adviiiccd futlui thin he inii tided, 
and Ills cons lence hid instinlly clucked him 
when ho found him ell eni the \eig( oi si e ikiiig 
lo\e to tho (lau^htei ol Sn W illmii Ashton 

Ihcy now appioi lu 1 tlu hut cl e>l<l AIiic 
■which Juel of Ute been iciulticd nicie coinhnt 
able, and pie sente 1 an ippe ii moo less inetiii 
cseiuo, peihips, but i ii mate r th in befoic The 
olei woman w is em he i ueustomed 'oat 1 e ir illi 
tho weeping biieli, hisking, with the lisths 
enjoyment ol igo iiul i ifiiniit^, in tlie he inis 
of the autumn sun At th aiinal ui hei 
xisitoisshe tuiiie 1 lui hi id towuieU them 
heai yoiu stoji, Afiss Ashum ’ she iid, ‘hut (he 
gontlemin who ittcnds 3011 is not nij leid, 30111 
i itdicr * 

And why should 3011 thinl so, Alieo^’ siid 
Luey , ‘01 liow is it ]»ossihle 101 \ou to pidge so 
aecUratoly hy the sound of a stc]>, 011 this turn 
cai th, anei in tlio oi>e 11 111 i 

‘W3 healing, my child, lus been slnriioncd 
by my blindmss, iiid I cm now diaw cone hi 
sions fioin the slijjhtcst sounds, which loiinoily 
reached ray eais is unheeded as they now ap 
jnoaoh yoms Nuts 3 is a stem, but an 
I jceellont sehoed inistus , md she that has lest 
Jier sight must eolket lui luloimalion Aom 
fionfccs ’ 

Well, you hoai a man s atop I giant it,* said 
liiUDy^ “^but wh}, Alice, may it not be my 

* of ago, jny love, is timid and 

L foot takos 3 oa\o of the oaith 

f%tMVly» tod is planted doun i)])on it with Iml* 
/tattAfiji it t# iMisty and dejeiinined of 


jouth that i feotif I grvo tercdit 

to so atraiigb a Should so/lt Uio 

stop of a Bavonswood.* 

^This IS, indeed,* aaid Ravoofciffoad| <ait aentto^ 
ness of oig in which 1 could not have oiofrijed had 
1 not witnessed it — I am indeed th&®aatoi^ of 
Ikiienswood, Alice, tho son of your old tttSster * 
‘'ion*’ Slid the old wonun, with alftiost a 
‘cioim of siupusc— ‘ \ou the Master of Havens- 
wood- heic — 111 this jilacc, and thus aecom- 
jiinud f — I e nineit l)elie\c it Let me p^s iny 
ole I hand oxer 30111 fiee, that my touch may 
bell witness to nfy cais ’ 

1 lie M istei it down beside hoi on tho oaithen 
bulk, ind pel milted lui to ton h his features 
with hei tic inhling lund . 

‘It is, indee I ' she nd , ‘ d is tho fcatuml| 
as well IS the loicc ef Itnenswood -the lii|fc 
lilies ot ]>iule, as well is tho 1 old and haU||niy 
tone — lint wh it do 3e u heie, Mastei of Ba\en&> 
wood^- whit do 3011 in >e)ni eneni3 s domain, 
iiid 111 coin])xn3 with his iliild i 
As old Alice spoke, hei liec kindled, as pro 
bal)l3 tint ot an aiiiunt feudal sassal might 
hi\e done , in whose ineseiuo Ins 30Ulhfnl liegc 
Joid liid showed some s3inptom ot dcgeneiating 
fiom the spirit of Ins aneestois 

‘Ihe Mdstei of lluenswooel, snd Lucy, who 
liked not the tone ot tins expostulation, and was 
cUsiious to abiidgc it, ‘is ii}) n a xisit to luy 
lathe 1 

‘Indeed •* siid the old blind x^oman, in an 
lee cut of snip] ISO ' 

‘I knew, eeiitniuod Tuf>, ‘I should do lam 
a ]»lf isnic 1)3 condueliiu, him to 30111 cottage * 
‘Whcie, to siy the liulh, Aliee,'siul Raxeus- 
xxooel, Icxjiceted iimu c c 1 eh il le ecption ’ 

‘ It IS most xvondcilul ’ snd the old xvoman, 
nnitlcnng to heisdl , ‘lut the wa>s of Heaven 
111 not like 0111 x\a3s, md its judgments oie 
hieufrht about hy means fdi l)e3ond oui fathom- 
ing llodiken, 3oung mm she* aid , ‘youi 
fithcis XX 010 implie ible, hut the 3 xxeno hoiioui- 
d le foes they sought i e)t to luiii then enemies 
miehi the m I k ( t lu s] il ilit3 "W h it hax e you 
ti do xxith J my Ashton xxh3 should youi 
ste]s inoxf 111 the ame foe t] ilh Xxitli hors’— 
why lunild 3 cm ^eiee eiund 111 the samochoid 
amt time x ith Ihcsi if Sii 'Williimi AslitonN 
0 ludilei i ^ oung man, he xxho aims at lovonge 
1)3 elishonomabh mrans — 

‘ Be silent x\ enn m t s iid Kax ciisxx ood sleinly ; 
‘is it the ehxil tint ])ioin))ts 30111 voice’ — Knoxv 
that this young luly has not cm oath a friend 
who xxoiild xentme An the 1 t) gave hei Aom 
iiijuiy 01 fioin insult * 

‘And IS it even ‘o i* ‘aid the old woman, m 
au alteied but mcliiuholy teuie — ^TUon Qod 
help you both ’ ’ 

‘Anieii ’ Alice,’ f^ud Tiicy, xxho had hOt com 
piehiiideel the im])oit of what the blind IVomajl 
had hinted, ‘and send 3011 30111 Ajice, 

and 301U good liumom Jf 30U hold this 
mybteiious language, instead of .wleommg 
youi tiiends, they xvill think of y<ra ait Olhct 
jicople do * ^ 

‘And how do othoi peoplo ihittkr aa^ 
Ravenswood, foi ho also began to bdtove the} 
old woman sjioke with lUcoboionfil. 

piipK,’ xkU lIo«iy A*jit6n, t'bQ 
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up At that moment, and whispered into Ravens* 
wood’a oar^ ‘that slio is a witcli, that slionld 
have been binned with tJioiu tliat siiircml at 
Haddington/ 

‘Wl^atis that you say?’ said Alice, turning 
towards tjjio boy, her sightless visage inflamed 
with [)assion : ‘ that I am a wiU-h, and ought 
to have sudered with the lielpless old wretches 
who wore murdered a' Haddington ?* 

‘Hear to that now,’ again whisjiered Henry, 

* and me whispering lower than a wivui cheeps ! ' 

‘If the usurer, and the oj)pre.ssor, and tho 
giindcr of the poor man’s la(‘e, and the rtuiiover 
of ancient landmarks, and the suhverter of 
ancient houses, Avon* at the sfiino stake with 
mo, 1 tould Siiy, light the liic, in (tod's name !’ 

‘This is dreiuifuV wiid laicy ; ‘ I liaA'c never 
seen the poor deserted Avomaii in this state of 
mind; but age and po\erty can ill bear leproacli. 
— Come, Henry, we wdll leave her for the present 
— she wdshes to speak with the Master alone, 
Wo will walk boincAvard, and rest us,* she added, 
looking at Ravenswood, ‘by the Monnaideu’s 
Well.’ 

‘And, Alice,’ said tho boy, ‘if you know of 
any Jiaro that comes tln'oiigh ariumg tho deer 
and makes them droj> their calves out of season, 
you may tell her, Avith my eompliments to com- 
mand, that if Norman has not got a silver bullet 
ready for her, I’ll lend him one of my doublet 
buttons on i)ur]»ose.’ 

Alice made no ausAver till slu) Avas aAvarc that 
the sister amf brother were out of hearing. {*'ho 
then said to RavensAvood, ‘And you, loo, arc 
angry Avitli me for niy love j— it is just that 
strangers should be olfended, but you, too, are 
angry 1 * 

‘I am not angry, Alice,* said the [Master, 
‘only surprised that you, Avhose good sense I 
have heard so often pi'aised, should give Avay to 
offensive and unfounded susincions,’ 

‘Offensive?’ said Alice — ‘Ay, truth is over 
oflensivo — but, surely, not unfounded.’ 

‘1 tell you, dame, most groundless,* re])licil 
IlavcnsAvood. 

‘ Then the Avorld lias changisd its Avont, and 
tho llfiA'cnsAA'oods tlmir hereditary temper, and 
the eyes of old Alice’s uiiderstaiidiiig are yet 
more blind than those of her eountenanec. 
When did a ItavensAVood seek the house of his 
enemy, hut Avith the purpose of revenge ?— and 
hither are you come, Edgar RayciisAvood, either 
in fatal auger, or in still more fiital love.’ 

‘In neither,’ said llavensAvood, ‘I give you 
miho honour— I mean, I assure you.’ 

Alice could not see his bhishing cheek, hut she 
noticed his hesitation, and that he retracted the 
pledge which he seemed at first disposed to attach 
to his denial. 

‘It is so, then,* she said, ‘and therefore she is 
to tarry by the Mermaideii’s Well ! Often has 
it beeu'called a place fatal to the race of Kavens- 
wood— often has it proved so— but never was it 
likely to*verify old sayings as much as on this 
day/ 

‘You drive me to madness, Alice,’ said Ravens- 
wood ; *you are more silly and more superstitious 
than old Baldorstoii. Are you such a wretched 
Christjian as to suppose 1 would in the present 
day levy war againet the Ashton family, os was 
^ 3 ' 


tho sanguinary ensioui in elder times? or do you 
.siip|>ose me so foolish, that I cannot Avulk by a 
young ladv's side Avitliout 2>liinging headlong iu 
love with her ?* 

‘My thoiigliis,* replied Alice, *aro my own ; 
j and if my morlal sight is closed to objects iwcseiit 
with iiie, it may In* 1 can l6ok with pioro stcadi* 
ness into fuliiro events. Are you prepared to 
sit loAA’cst at the boaid Avliicli was once your 
fUlher’s own, unwillingly, as a connexion and 
ally of his jnond sin-eessor? -Are you ready to 
li\’e on his bounty — to IoIIoav liim in tho by-paths 
of intrigue and ehieane, which none can better 
point out to you— to gnaw the bones of his ])rey 
when he has devoured the .substance ? — dan you 
.s-iy a.s Sir William Ashton says --think os ho 
thinks - Aote a.s lie voles- and call your father’s 
iininleror your Avorsliipful father - in -laAv and 
revered patnui?- Master of ItavensAVood, I am 
the eldest servant of your house, and 1 Avould 
rather see you shrouded and eollined ! ' 

Tho tumult in Raveiiswood’s mind an as un- 
commonly great ; she struck ii]>on and aAvakened 
a chord wln<*li he had for some lime successfully 
siloneed. He strode haekAvard.s and forAvarda 
tliroiigh th(‘ litth‘ garden Avitli a ha.sty pace ; and 
at lengih clieeking himself, and stoj)]»ing right 
opposite to Alice, lie exclaimed, ‘Woman I on 
the verge of the grave, dare yon urge the son of 
your inasiei to blood and to revenge ? * 

‘ (*od forbid ! ’ said Alice solemnly ; ‘ and 
therefore I Avould have you depaii these fatal 
boumls, AA’here your love, as wtII as your hatred, 
til reatmis .sure mischief, or atlea.st ilisgraec, both 
to yourself and to others. 1 Avould shield, were * 
it ill the poAA’oi* of lhi.s Avilherod Imnd, tho 
Ashtons from you, and you from them, and botli 
from their ow'u pa.s.sion.s. You can have nothing 
--ought to have nothing, in common AAuth them.' 

•Begone from among them; and if (lod has 
destined vengeanee on tho oppressor’s liouso, do 
not you he the instnimeut.’ 

‘ 1 AA’iU think on Avhat you have said, Alice,’ 
said RavtmsAvood, more eonijmsedl}-. ‘ 1 hcliovo 
yon mean truly ami faithfully by me, but yon 
urge the freedom of an ancient (lomc.stic some- 
Avhat too far. But fjin'Avcll ; and if HeaAvn afford 
me better means, I will not fail to eoutributo to 
your comfort.' 

He attempted to put a lurcc of gold into her 
hand, Avliieh .she refused to receive ; and, in tho 
slight struggle attending his wish to ibreo it 
iijion her, it dropjied to the earth. 

* Let it remain an instant on the ground,’ said 
Alice, as tli« Master stooped to raise it; 'and 
believe me, that ])ioec of gold is an emblem of 
her whom you love ; she is’ as precious, I ci*ant, 
hut you must stoop even to abasement Dcforo 
y(»ii can Avin her. For me, I have as little to do 
Avith gold as w'ith earthly passions ; and the best 
news that the world has in store for mo is, that 
Edgar Ravenswood is a hundred miles distant 
from the seat of his ancestors, with the deter- 
mination never again to behold it.* 

‘Alice,’ said the Master, who began to Hiink . 
this earnestness had some more seci*et cause than 
arose from anything that the blind woman could 
have gathered from this casual visit, ‘I havo 
heard you praised bv my mother for ybur sense, 
acutez^cBS; and fidelity ; you are no fool to start 
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at shadows, or to ili'cad (»1<1 siiporMtitious saws, 
like Caleb Halderston ; tell mo distinctly wlioro 
Illy danger lies, if yon arc awaro of any wdiich is 
tending towards me. If I know myself, I am 
free from all .siicli views rosj^eotiiig Miss Ashton 
as yon iiiijnite <o me. 1 have n(‘ocssary business 
to settle with Sir William— that lUTanged, J 
slmll depart; and with as little ^\ish, as you 
mav easily believe, to return to a place full ot 
melancholy subjects of rellcclion, as ymi have 
to see me h(*re.’ 

Alice bent lier siglith'ss eyes on the ground, 
nml was for some lime ]iliinged in (lec]> medita- 
tion. *1 will speak ibrj truth,’ slm said at 
length, raising up her head - ‘1 will tell yon the 
source of my a]»i)ie}iensions, w’hether my «‘audour 
be f(»r good or for evil. ■ Lucy Ashton lovCwS you, 
Jjord of llaveiiswood ! ’ 

‘It is impossible.’ said the Ma.-^lei. 

‘A thousand eiieunislaiier's liav<‘ ]n\»ved it to 
me,’ replied the blind woman. ‘Her thoughts 
have turned on no one else since you sa\(‘(l h<‘r 
from deatli, and that my c\])(*rien<‘ed judgment 
has won from her ohu eonv'eisalion. Having 
told y<ni this if you are indeed a gentleman ami 
your father’s .son you Avill make it a motive for 
ilying from her jm'sence. Her passion will <lie 
like a lamp, for A^ant of that the flame should 
Iced upon ; but if you r(‘main here, her deatvuc- 
tiou, or yours, or that of both, uill be the 
inevitable consnpienee of h(‘r misplaced attach- 
ment. I tell you this seerel unwillingly, but it 
could not have been hid long from your own 
<*b;,orvation ; and it is belter you learn it fnmi 
mine. l)e][kU’t, Master of Ilavenswood youhaxo 
my .secret. If you remain au liour umb‘r Sir 
William Asliton s loof wilbout tbe lesolutioii to 
m.iiry his dniigliter, ;\ou are a villain - if with j 
tin* ])urpose ttf alls ing y*»urs<'ir wit li him, yc»u are 
an infatuated and piedc.Uiued fool.' | 

S(j saying, the old blind woukim arose, .as,suim*d 
her slatV, and, tollciing to ber but, entei(*d it 
uiid cIosimI tbe door, leaving Ua\eu^Woo»l In bis 
own rellcetioiH. 


C// A7A'. 

Lo\eUci in lior own rotiicd .'ibxju 

_ lluin Nai:ui l)y the side 

(»f CiiccLm l)ii)ok or Lady fif (he Meie 
Lone sitting by the shoie.s of old romance. 

■Wordsworth. 

Thk lueditdtioiis of Raveusw'ood were of a very 
mixed <'oni])lexioii. He saw himself at once in 
the very dili'inina wdiicli lie had for .some time 
felt apprehensive he might be ]dace(l in. The 
pleasure he felt in Lucy’s (‘ompaiiy had indeed 
ai)])roaehi'(l to faseimition, yet it had never alio- 
gothor .surmounled his uilernal reluetanec to wed 
with the <laiiglil<T <»f his father’s foe ; and even 
in forgiving; Sir William Aslitmr the injuries 
which his family had n*eeived, and giving him 
credit for tJie kiml intentions he piofc-ssed to 
entertain, ho could not bring himself to con- 
template as jiossible an alliance betwixt their 
houses. Still he felt that Alice spoke li nth, and 
that his honour now required lie should take an 
instant leave of llavensw'ood Castle, or become a 
auitor of Lucy Ashton, Tho possibility of being 


rejected, too, should ho make advances to her 
•wcttltHy and powerful father — to sue for thp hand 
of an A.shton and bo I'efiised — this were a oon- 
snmiiiation too disgraceful. *I wisli her well,’ 
he said to himself, ‘and for her sake I forgive 
th(‘ injnrie.s her fatlier lias done to jny house ; 
but 1 will nov(T n(», ne\er see her more t* 

With one bitter i)ang Ijc adopted ibis resolu- 
tion, just as he came to w here two jiatlis parted ; 
the om* to the Alennah leu’s rountain, where ho 
knew' T.m*y waited Jiim, the other leading to the 
ea.stle by another and more eiri iiitoiia road. He 
jiaiised an instant when about to take the latter 
jmtli, tldnking what ajiology he should make for 
eoiuluct wiiieli must m'cds seem extra orflinary, 
and had just muttered to liimself, ‘Sudden news 
from Edinburgh- any ]>rete\t^wiU serve — only 
let me, dally no longer heie,’ wiien young Henry 
came flying up to him, half out of breath- - 
‘ Master, Master. y(ni must ghe Lucy your arm 
back to the <*astle, for T cannot give lier mine ; 
for Noiman is w*aitiiig for me, and J am to go 
with him to make bis ring-walk, and T would 
imt .stay .away for a g(>ld .)ae(»bii.‘<, and Lucy is 
afraid to walk home alom*, thougli all the wild 
nowt have been shot, and ,so you must come 
away directly.’ 

Betwixt two scabs equally loaded, a fcathci’s 
weight will tiiru tlie scale. ‘ Il*is imiiossible for 
me to leave the .\oung lady in llic wood alone/ 
sai(l Kavensw'ood ; ‘to see lun- onee more can bo 
of little i*onsc(jiicncc, attcr the frequent meetings 
W’e Jiave had, — 1 ought , too, in eonrtvsy, toii])piiHe 
her of ni}'^ intention to (piit the eastle.’ 

And, having thus sati^lic(l himself that he W'as 
taking not only a wise, hut an absolutely neees- 
.sary.stcp, he look the])ath to the fatal fountain. 
Henry no sooner saw him on the w\ay to join hi.s 
sister, than he* was off like lightning in another 
diri'ction, to enjoy the SMei(‘ly of the foi(‘ster 
in their eongeuial pursuits, Kaven.sw’ood, not 
allowing himself to givi* a .sceoidl thought to 
the piopiiely of Ids (»wn eonduot, A\alked with a 
<|ui«*k stc]> t(mfinls the stream, where he found 
Lue\ .s<*ate(l aliun* b\ tin* luin. 

.sal upon one of tlje disjointed stones of 
the aiieient foiinfain, and seemed to watch tlie 
piogres.s of its euneiit, as it bublded forth to 
daylight in gay and spin kliiig profusion, from 
under the shadow' of the libbed and darksome 
vault, with wjiieh vem ration, or pcrha|>s remorse, 
had canopied itisoiuee. To a superstitious eye, 
Lucy Ashton, hdileil in a iduidcd mantle, with 
lier long hair, e.s<*«ping jiartly from the snood 
and falling upon her silver neck, might have 
sugge.ded the hlea of the murdered Nymph of 
the Eoiuitaiij. But Kavensw'ood only saw a 
female exquisitely beautiful, and rendered yet 
more so in hi.s eyes -how could it bo otherwise ? 
— by tbe consciousne.ss that she had placed her 
affeetion.s on liiin. As lie gazed on her, lie felt 
hi.s fixed re.-olution melting like wax in the aun, 
and hastened, therefoic, from his concealment 
in the neighbouring thicket. She salittiid him, 
but did not arise from the stone on which she 
w'os seated. 

‘ My madcap brother,’ she said, * has left me, 
hut I expect him back in a few minutes — for 
fortunately, as anything pleases hlin fora minute, 
nothing has charms for him much longer/ 
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lUvenswood did not feci tlio poAvtr of inform- 
ing Lucy that her brother meditated a distant 
excursion, and would not rcliirn in haste, lie 
sat himself down on the grass, at some little 
distance from Miss Aslilon, tiiul both \^crc silent 
for a short space. 

‘I like this spot,’ said Lucy at length, as if 
she had found tlio silence embarrassing; ‘the 
bubbling miinnur of ^lio clear fountain, tbe 
waving of the trees, the pi'ofusion of grass and 
wild-llowers, that rise among the ruins, make it 
like a scene in romance. I think, loo, 1 have 
iieard it is a s})ot eouneeled with the legendary 
lore which 1 love so well.’ 

‘ It has been thought, ’ answered Kavonsuood, 
fatal spot to my family; and 1 liave some 
reason to term it so, for it was lii'io I first saw 
Miss Ashton — and HI is here I must bike niy leave 
of her for ever. ’ 

The blood, which the lii-ht part of this speeeh 
called into Lucy’s elieeks. was speedily expelled 
by its conclusion. 

‘ To take leave of us, Master ! ’ she exelaiuie<l ; 
*>\hatcan Inive hapi)eiiod to hurry you away 'f — 
I know Alice hates - I mean <liblikes my father 
— and 1 hardly understood her humour to-day, it 
was so mysterious. Jhit J am certain m3' lathei 
is sincerely grateful for the high service ym. 
rendered us. Ijct me hope that, having won your 
friendship hardly, wo shall not lose it lightly.’ 

‘Lose it, Miss Ashton T said the l^Iasler of 
llaveiiswood, -‘No; -wherever my fortune calls 
me — whatevei*she inlliels n])on me -it is yonr 
friend -your sincere friend, who acts or suHers. 
But there is a fate on iiu', and I must go, or I 
shall add the ruin of others to my ow’u.’ 

‘Vet do not go from us, jMaster,’ said liUey ; 
and she laid her hand, iu all simplicity and 
kindness, upon the skirt of his cloak, as if to 
detain him — ‘You shall not part from us. -My 
father is pow'crfiil, he lias fiieiids that are more 
so than hiiiiSClf— do not go till j'oii see W'hat 
his gratitude will do for you. Believe me, ho 
is already labouring iu your bclialf with the 
Council.’ 

‘ It may be so,’ said tlio Master proudly ; ‘yet 
it is not to your father. Miss Ashton, hut to luy 
own exertions, that I ought to owe success in the 
career on which I am about to enter. My ])re- 
pavations arc already made -a sw’ord and a cloak, 
and a hold heart and a detei'niiiied hand.* 

Lucy covered her face with her bauds, and tlir 
tears, in spite of her, forced th^r way hetwein 
her fingers. ‘Forgive me,’ said Kaveuswood. 
taking her riglit hand, which, after slight resist- 
ance, alie yielded to him, still continiiiiig to shade 
her face with the left— ‘1 am too rude- too 
rough— too intractable to deal w’iili any being so 
soft and gentle as you are. Forget that so stern 
a vision has crossed 3'our path of life — and let 
mo pursue mine, sure that 1 can meet with no 
worse misfortune after the moment it divides me 
from your side.* * 

Lucy wgpt on, but her tears w'cre less hitler. 
Iilach attempt which the Master made to ex^dain 
his purpose of dejiarture, only proved a new 
evidence of his desire to stay ; until, at length, 
instead of bidding her farewell, he gave his faith 
to her for over, and received her troth in return. 
The whole passed so suddenly, and arose so much 


out of the immediate impulse of the moment, 
that ore the Master of’ Kaveuswood coulil rettei t 
upon the couse<(iicuces of the step W'liicli ho IumI 
taken, their lips, as well as their hands, had 
pledged the sincerity of their afleetion. 

‘Anil iKjw,’ he said, after a moment’s considera- 
tion, ‘it is fit I should sj»enk to Sir William 
Ashton - he must know of onr engagement. 
Ihnenswood Tiiust not .seem to (hvell tinder liia 
roof, to solicit clandestinely the aficctions of liis 
daughter.’ 

‘You would not speak to my father on the 
subjects said Ijicy doiihlingl)' ; and then added 
moie warmly, ‘ O, do not do not! Let your 
lot ill life he determined 3-0111’ station and pur- 
]iose ascertained, hclorc 3011 address my father ; I 
iini sure he loves you- 1 think he will consent— 
hut then my mother ! ’ 

She i»aused, ashamed to ex]n*ess the doubt she 
Iclt how far her fatlier dared to form any positive 
resolution on this most iiniiortant sulijcct, with- 
out the consent of his lad3'. 

‘Your mother, my Lucy?’ replied Kavciis- 
wood ; ‘ she is of the house of Douglas, a house 
that lias intermarried with mine, even when its 
glory and power w'cri‘ at the highest - wliat could 
3’onr iiiothcr object to my alliance ?' 

‘ I did not say, object,’ said Lucy ; ‘ but sbe is 
jealous of licr rigJits, and may claim a mother’s 
title to ho consulted in the first instance.' 

‘Bo it so,’ replied Bavensw'ood ; ‘ Ijoiidon is 
distant, hut a letter will icaeh it and receive an 
answer within a fortnight — I will not press oil 
the Lord Keeper for an instant reply to my 
j>ro])osal, ’ 

‘But,’ hesitated Lucy, ‘w^erc it not better to 
wait - to wait a few weeks ? — Were 1113' mother to 
sec you to know you— I am sure she would 
apjrt’ove ; but you aie iinaei plain ted personally, 
and the ancient feud betweeu the families’ 

Ilavciiswood fixed 141011 her his keiui dark 
eyes, as if he was desirous of penetrating into 
her very soul. 

‘ Lucy,’ ho said, ‘ 1 have sacrificed to 3"ou ]jio- 
jects of vengeance long nursed, and sw'orn to with 
cciciiioiiics little Isdtcr than heathen 1 siicriliccd 
them to your image, eic 1 knew the W'urlh which 
it reprewnted. In the evening which succecdi^d 
my pour fatlier’s funeral, I cut a lock from my 
hair, and, as it consumed iu the fire, I swore 
that my rage and revenge should ]>ursuo Ids 
enemies until they shrivelled before me like that 
scurched-up symbol of annihilation.’ 

‘ It was a deadly sin,’ said Lucy, turning pale, 
‘to make a vow so fatal.’ 

‘1 acknowledge it,’ said Kaveuswood, ‘and 
it had been a w’orso ciimo to keep it. It was 
for your sake that I abjured these purposes of 
vengeance, though I scarce knew that such was 
the argument by which I was conquered, until I 
saw you once more, and became conscious of tlie 
influence you iiosscsscd over me.* 

‘And why do 3-011 now,* said lAiey, ‘recall 
sentiments so terrible— sentiments so inconsistent 
with those you profess for me — ^with those your 
inqwrtunity has prevailed on me toackiiowlcrlge \ ’ 

‘ Because,* said her lover, * I v^ould impress on 
you the nrice at which I have bought your love 
— the rignt 1 have to expect your constancy. I 
say not that 1 have bartered for it ibe honour of 
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my house, its last reinaijiin^? possession — but 
though I say it nol*, and think it uot^^ I caimot 
coiieejil from nijself that the world may do hutU.' 

Mf su(‘h are yrair .sentiments,’ said Imey, ‘you 
have ])l' 4 ye(] a * \ I'l 1 game w ith me. Ihit it is not 
too I.de to give il o\<*r take hack the taitli and 
troth which \ou could not plight to me without 
siilleiiiig aliateiiient of lionour - let what has 
]nssf‘il he as if it had not been — lorg(‘t me - I 
will endeavour to lorget my.self.’ 

‘You do me injustie*',’ saiil the Master of 
Uavenswood ; ‘by all I hol<l tine and lionour- 
ahle, you do me the evhemit\ of injuitiee if I 
mentioned the jniee at wliieli 1 Jiave bought your 
love, it is only to show liow miieli 1 pii/c it, to 
himl our engagement by a still liiimu- tie, and to 
show, by wMiat [ Iiii\e clone to attain lids station 
ill your regard, bow iniieh I must .sutfer should 
jou ever bleak yoiu- Isitli.’ 

‘And why, Ihivcnsw'ood,’ nnsweied Lucy, 
‘should you tliink that pos'-ilde < -Wh) should 
you urge me, with even the mention of inh(h*lity / 
• -Is it because 1 ask you to delay ajiplying to my 
father fora little space o( time ^ Hind me by w liat 
vows you [)le.is(‘ ; if vows .ii e nnnece.ssaiy to secure 
eonstaney, they may yet jirevent suspicion.* 

Ravenswood jileaded, apologized, ami even 
kneeled, to appease Jier disjikvisure ; ami Lucy, 
as placable as slie Avas single-hearted, readily 
iorgave the otfenee which hi.s doubts had implied. 
The disiuito thus agitate<l, howcJver, ended liy 
the lovers going through an emblematie ceremony 
of their troth-plight, of wliieh the vulgar still 
]neser\e sonic* traces. Tliey broke betwixt them 
tlio thin broad -jiicee ol goM wdiieh Alice had 
refused to leeeive fioni J{avcnsw^>od. 

‘And never shall this leave my bosom,’ said 
Lucy, as she liung the ])icee ol gold lound her 
neck, and concealed it with her Uandkereliief, 

‘ until you, Mdgar Kaveuswcjod, ask me to lesign 
iUto you - and, while I wear il. never shall that 
^heart acknowledge* another lov<* than y^mrs.’ 

With like ])rotesljiioijs, Ravenswooel ]>laeed 
his ]»ortion of the coin Cipposito to liis In ait. 
.Anl now, .jI leiigtli, it stiiitk them, dial tiiiie 
had linnied last on dining tliis iiib'rvhwv, and 
their ai»senee at the castle would be subject of 
remark, if not of al.irm. A.-, iliey rose to leave 
the fountain wliieli had been witness of their 
mutual engagement, on airow' wliMled tliiougli 
the air, and struck a raven jvielicsl on the .s(*ie 
branch of tin old oak, ucMi* to w h< re tliey liad 
been sealed. The bird fluttered a few yanks, and 
cboj)iH*d at the feet of I^acy, whcise dress was 
sUined with soim* s}K»ts of its blood. 

Miss Aslitoii was inueli alaiined, and Raveiis- 
wood, surpiised and angry, looked everywhere 
for the niaiksinan, who had given them a proof 
of his skill, a^ little e,xi»oeted as desired. Jle 
was not long ol diseovc‘iiug liiinstlf, being no 
other than Ileniy Asht«)n, who came luiming up 
W'ith a cro.ssbo»v in his liaiiil. 

‘I knew 1 should startle you,’ lie said ; ‘and 
do you know you looked so busy that I hoped it 
would have fallen s^vuse on your liciuls beforo 
you were a ware of it. -Wbal was the Ma.stor 
saying to you, Lucy ? ’ 

' I wa.s tolling your sister what an idle lad you 
were, keeping us waiting litre for >oii so long/ 
said Eaveuswood; to save Luoy’s confusion. 


* Waiting for mo ? Why, I told you to see 
Lucy home, and that I was to go to make the 
riiig-walk w'lth old N'orman in tho Haybcrry 
tliiek#‘l, and you may he* sure that would take 
a good hour, and we Juive all tho deer’s marks 
ami lurnislies got, w'hile you were sitting hero 
with Lucy, like a lazy loon.' 

‘Well, well, Mr. Hem-} ’ said Ravenswood; 
‘but let us see bow yon will amswTr to me for 
killing tin* lavc'ii. Do you know the ravens aro 
all umlir the piofeetion of the Lords of Ravons- 
wood, and to kill one in their pre.scmco i-* siieli 
had hick tliat it deservc*s the .stab?’ 

‘And that's wb.it Noimun .si id,* replied the 
])oy ; ‘ lie came as far witli mo at- within a flight- 
shot of you, and he said he ]i(‘ver saw a*raveu 
sit still so lUMi living folk, /iml ho w'ished it 
miglif 1)0 Ibi good luck ; foi the raven is ono 
c*l the wildest liinks that fbt*s, unless it bo a tamo 
one and .so I eiejit on and ctn, fill T was within 
thie(‘seoro yaids of him, and then wdii/ went 
the boll, aiid theie lie lies, faith! AVas it not 
wc‘ll .shot { - and, 1 djies.u. I have not shot in 
a crossbow- not t(*n times, m.i^be.* 

‘Admirably shot, imh'ed,’ said Ravensw'ood ; 
‘ and you w ill be a tim* marksman if you iiractiso 
hard.* 

‘And thnf's wdiatKonuan sa}s,’ ’iiibweic'd tho 
boy; ‘I)iif 1 am sine it is not my fault if I do 
not practise* (‘iioiigh ; foi, of fm* will, I would 
do little else, only my fatliei and tutor aro 
angry sometimes, and only ^liss Liiey there 
gives herself airs about my Is’iii}; busy, for all 
slio can sit idle by a w'cll-side tlie whole day, 
when she has a handsome ^oung gentleman to 
juate with- -I have known her do so twc*nty 
times, if you will believe me.’ 

The boy looked at liis sister as he spoke, and, 
in tlio midst ol his inksfliievous ehatler, had tho 
sense to .see that he* was leally inflicl'iig jiaiu 
upon hei, Ihongli witlmul lieiug able to eompiHJ- 
hend the cause or the amount. 

‘Come now, Lm},’he sihl, ‘ don’t greet ; and 
if 1 lij-ve .said anything Im'skIc the iiuik, I’ll 
d(*ny it aiMin -and wlnit dM<*s the Ma'-ler of 
RiveuiWuod (are il vou had a humlic'd sweet- 
heaits'* .so ne’er pni fiiigei iii i‘ye alioiit it.* 

The Masler .>1 Ra\( ii'.wood was, for tho 
moment, .seiree satisfic'd with what lie heard; 
jet his good sense n.ituially legardcd it as the 
eliatier of a spoilt Ixvv, who strove to mortify 
Ill's sister in the point which .seemed most 
aeeessiblo for llit* time, lint, although of a 
temper ecpially slow in rt'cciving iinpressions, 
and obstiiiite in retaining them, tho prattle of 
Ileniy .‘‘Civiil to nouiish in hisiniiid some vuguo 
susjucion, thai Lis pic\sent engagement might 
only end in his being exposed like a eoncpi(*rcd 
enemy in i Homan tiiiimpli, a eaptivo att(*iidunt 
on tho ear ul a victor, wdio medilated only tlio 
satiating his piide at tho expemso of the van- 
<jiiish(*d. There was, we rejicat it, no real 
ground whatever for such chi apprehen-sion. nor 
could ho be said .seriously to cntcrtaijuBueli for a 
momoiit. Indeed, ii was impossibles to look at 
the clear blue eye of Lucy Ashton, and entertain 
the hllghtc*st permanent doubt ooneerning tho 
sincerity of her (Us]>obition. Still, however, 
conscious jiride and conscious poveiiy combined 
to render a mind suspicious, wUlck, in moro 
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fortunate circumstances, would have hoen a 
etraiigor to that as well as to every other mean- 
ness. 

They reached the 'ensile, where Sir AVilliani 
Ashton, who liad been alarmeil l>y the huigth of 
their stay, i>jot them in the hall, 

‘Had Lucy,’ he sai«l, ‘been in any other 
company than that o\ me who had shown ]n» 
had so eoTTiplete pov^er of lu’oteeting lier, he 
confessed he should have been \eiy uiK'asy. and 
would have despatched jieisons in (jiiest of them. 
Ihit in the com]>any of I he JVlaster of Kavens- 
wood, ho knew his daughter hatl nothing to 
dread.’ 

Lucy eommeneed some apology for their long 
delay, but, eons«ifiiee-sl.rnek, beeauK- eotifused 
as she proceeded ; and uhen Ihivenswood. eoming 
t(> ]jer assist^nee, endeavoured to lender the 
exjilaiiation eomphde and satislaetory, be oidy 
involved hiniKclf in the same disorder, like one 
who, endeavouring to extrieale bis eom]iainon 
from a slongli, entangh'S Jiimself in the saim* 
tenacious swamp. It eauiiot be siij^posed tliat 
the confusion of the tw'o youtliful lovers eseaj>ed 
the. observation of the. subtle hiw'yer, amistomc‘d 
by habit and prof<*ssion to Iimcc buman nature 
through all her Avindiiigs. Hut it uas not Ids 
]u*csent i>oliey to take any notice* of u hat lie 
observed. lie desired to liold the Master of 
lUveuswood bound, but A\ished that he himself 
should remaii^ free ; and it did not oeeur to him 
that his j)lau iiiigliL lx* (hd'eated by Lucy’s 
returning the i)aSvSioii whh'li he lioiied slic might 
insjure. If she should ado]>t some roiiiantie 
feelings tow'ards llaveiiswood, in uliieli circum- 
stances, or the ])Ositive and absolute opposition 
of Lady Ashtmi, might render it unadvisuble to 
indulge lier, the Lord Kecjier eoiiecive<l they 
might be easily sujierseded and annulled by a 
journey to EJinburgb, or even to London, aucAv 
set of Brussels lace, and the soft whisjiers of 
lialf-a-dozcn lovers, anxious to rei>laee him whom 
it was convenient she should renounce. Tins 
was his ])rovision for tlie worst view of the ease. 
But, according to its more probable issue, any 
passing I'avour she might entertain for tlie 
blaster of Ravenswood might reejuire eneourage- 
inent rather than repression. 

This seemod the more likely, as he liad that 
very morning, since their departure fiom the 
castle, received a leder, the eonU’iits of which lie 
hastened to eoinmuniealo to Kavenswuod. A 
ioot-jiost had arrived uitli a i>aekct to the Lord 
Keeper from that Mend whom we have already 
mentioned, who was labouring liard uiuler-hand 
to consolidate a hand of jiatriots, at the head of 
whom stood Sir William’s greatest terror, the 

active and andutious Manpiis ot A . The 

success of this eonvenient fiiend had been siieli, 
tliat he had obtained from Sir AVilliain, not 
indeed a directly favourable answer, but certainly 
a most i»atient hearing. This he Ind reported 
to his prfbci]»al, who had icplied by the ancient 
French, adage, ‘ Vhdteaio qui 2)ark, cl jemme qtU 
iccmJtc, Vun d Vaii^rc m se rciifJrc,* A statesman 
who hears you propose a change of moasurcB 
without reply, was, according to thn marquis’s 
opinion, in the situation of the fortress wliich 
parleys, and the lady who listens, and he 
r^solT^d to press ^e siege of the Lord Keeper* 


The packotJi therefore, contained a letter from 
his friend and ally, and another from himself to 
the Lord Jveejjer, frankly offering an uncere- 
monious vfsit. They w'cre crossing the count jy 
to go to the soutliuard — the road.s Were indiffer- 
ent - the aecommodation of tlie inns as cxccruMo 
as ])ossibl«--thc Lord Keeiier had been long 
a(*quainte<l intimately with one of his coiTC- 
spondents, and though more slightly known to 
the manpiis, had ytt niough ot his lonlship’s 
aequainlance to lender the visit sulli(‘iently 
natural, nnd to sliul the mouths of tlioso ulio 
might he disjMised lo inquite it to a political 
intrigue. He iiistniitly ncce])tcd the offered 
visit, detiTiiiiucd, however, that h<‘ uoitld not 
plc.lge himself aii inch fsrlher for the fnrther- 
anee of their views than /ro.soa (by which he 
meant his own self-interest) should plainly point 
out to him as proper. 

Tw'o eirennistam‘w ]>artieiil!U*ly ilc'lighted him 
— the presence of Hmvcoisw ood, and llic ahs* nee 
of his own lady. By having the former und(‘r 
his own roof, he conceived he might he able lo 
quash all such hazardous and hoslile jiroceedliips 
as lie might otlu'rwise have been engaged 'in 
under the jiatronage of the inanjuis ; and Lucy, 
he foresaw', w'ould make, for his immediate 
imrpose of delay and pi oerasti nation, a iniieh 
lietter mistress of Ids tamily lliaii her mother, 
who w'oiild, lie was sure, in some shajie or other, 
contrive to diseoneert his jiolitieal seheines by 
her juoud and irnplaeuhle lemjier. 

His anxious solicitations that the Master w'ould 
stay to reeeiv{‘ his kinsman W(*ie ol eonrse readily 
eom])lied with, since the vc/airrissevictif which 
had taken ])laee at the Alermaiden’s Fountain 
had removed all wish foi sudden departure. 
Lucy and Loelchard had, therefore, onlers to 
ju’ovidc all things necessary in their different 
deimrtinciits for receiving the expected guests, 
with a ]M)inpaiid disjilay ot luxury very uueominou 
in Beotlaiid at that remote jieriod. 


OlIAVI'ER XX. 

Marai i. Sir, ihe man of hunmi'.s come, 

Newly aliu;hted 

0\» KKfcAC n. " In without lojily, 

And do iis I rf»mrn.ind.— — 

Is the loud music I g:»\c older for 
Ready to receive him’ 

Ni-av Way to Ray Oi n Dlcts. 

Bill AViLidAM Ashton, although a man of 
sense, legal in forma tif.n, and great practical 
kiiow’ledgo of the w’orld, had yet some jioints 
of elinraeter wliieli corresponded better with the 
timidity ot his disposition and the. supple arts 
by wldeh he had risen in the w’orld, than to 
the degree of eminence which he had attained ; 
as they tended to show an original inedioeiity 
o( understanding, liowever highly it had been 
cultivated, and a iialLvc meauneds of dlspoai- 
thni, however carefully \eilcd. Ho loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man lo whom hahit has made it necessary, than 
as on© to whom it is still delightful liom its 
novelty. The most trivial details did not escape 
I him j and Lucy soon learned to watch the flush 
[ of soom which orosaed Bavenswood’s cheek4 when 
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]Ko hmd her father gravely arguing itith liock- 
hard, nay, even with the old housekeeper, upon 
cirounistanoes which, in families of rank, are left 
unoarod for, because it is supposed impossible 
they can bo negleotod. 

*I could pardon Sir William,’ said Ravens- 
woocl, one evening after he had left 'the room, 
*some general anxiety upon this occasion, fur 
the marquis’s visit is an honour, and should be 
received as such ; but I am worn out by these 
miserable minutiai of the buttery, and the larder, 
and the very hcTi-coop — they drive me beyond 
my patience ; I would rather endure the poverty 
of Wolfs Crag than be ^wstcred with the wealth 
of Ravenswood Castle.* 

‘And yet,* said Lucy, *it was by attention 
to these minutiae that my father acquired the 
property* 

‘ Which my ancestors sold for lack of it,* i c])liod 
Ravonafwood. ‘lie it so ; a porter still bears but 
a burden, though the burden be of gold.* 

Lucy sighed ; she jMjreeived too plainly that 
her lover held in scorn the maiiiicra and habits 
of a father, to wliom she had long looked up as 
her best and most partial friend, wJioso fondiiess 
had often consoled her for her iiiothei’s con- 
temptuous harshness. 

The lovers soon discovered that they differed 
upon other and no loss important topics. Re- 
ligion, the mother of peace, was in those days of 
discord so miseonstmccl ami inisUken, that her 
rules and forms were the subject of the most 
op])08ite opinions, and the most hostile animos- 
ities. The Loixi Keeper, being a Whig, was, of 
course, a Presbyterian, and bad fouild it con- 
venient, at different peuiods, to ex[)rebs gi'eatcr 
zeal for the kirk than peihaps he really felt. 
His family, equally of course, w ere trained under 
the same institution. Ravenswood, as w'e know, 
was a High Churchman, or Kpiscoijaliaii, and 
fre({uently objected to Lucy the fanaihdsm ot 
some of her own communion, while she inti- 
mated, ratliei than expressed, honor at the 
latitudinarian principles which she had been 
taught to think conneoted with the prelatical 
form of chuich goveriiiuent. 

Thus, although their mutual affection seemed 
to increase rather than to be dimhiished, as their 
characters opened more fully on each other, the 
feelings of each were mingled with some less 
agreeable ingredients. Lucy felt a secret awe, 
amid all her affection for Ravenswood. His soul 
was of a higher, prouder character, tlian those 
with whom she had hitherto mixc<l in intei- 
oourse ; his ideas were more iicree and free ; and 
he oontemued many of Iho opinions which had 
been inculcated upon hci*, as chiefly demanding 
her veneration. On the other hand, Kaven&woml 
iww in Lucy a soft and flexible character, Which, 
in his eyes at least, seemed too susceptible of 
being moulded to any form by those with whom 
£|1ie fived. He felt that his own tem^wr required 
a partner of a more indei>cndcnt sph it, who could 
set sail with him on his course of life, resolved 
as liitnself to dare indifferently the ^torm and 
the breeze. But Lucy was so Ijeauti- 

Ihlf (to dovontly attaohed to him, of a temper so 
onqnieitely eofi and kiUid, that> :{|rhile he could 
wiidied it were pONdble » iittpita bet with 


while ho sometimes became impatient ot the 
extreme fear which she expressed of their attach- 
ment being prematurely discovered, he felt that 
the softness of a mind, amounting almost to 
feebleness, rendered her even dearer to him* as 
a iKsiug who had voluntarily clung to him for 
pixitcction, and inade him tl»e arbiter Of her fate 
for weal or woe. His feelings towards her at 
such moments, were those which have been since 
so beautifully expressed by our immortal Joanna 
BailUo:— 

- Thou s^vfletcst 

That e’er did fix its liglitly fibrtd sprays 

To the rude ruik, all! wouldst thou cling to mef 

Kotigh and >t<))m-w’orn 1 am yet love me as 

Ihou truly dost, I will love th^e again 

With true and honest he.'irt, tiiough all iifimoct 

To be the mate of such sweet gentleness. 

Thus the very points in which they differed, 
seemed, in some measure, to cnsiiiv the continu- 
ance of their mutual affection. If, indeed, they 
had so 1‘ully appreciated each other’s chai’actcr 
before the luirst of passion in wbieh they hastily 
pledged their faith to each other, Lucy might 
have feared Ravenswood too intii'h ever to have 
loved liim, and ho might Itave construed her 
softness and docile toiiq>er as imbecility, render- 
ing her unwortby of his regard. But they stood 
pledged to each other ; and Lucy only feared 
tliat her lover’s piide might one day teach him 
to regict his attachment; Ravengmood, that a 
mind so ductile as Lucy’s might, in absence or 
difficulties, be induced, by the entreaties or 
inffuence of those around her, to ronoiinoe the 
engagement she had formed. 

‘Do not fear it,* said Lucy, when upon one 
occasion a hint of such 8U8])icioii escaped her 
lover ; * the mirrors which receive the reflec- 
tion of all HucccR-sivc objects are framed of hard 
materials like gloss or stt'el —the softer sub- 
stances, when thry leceivc an impression, retain 
it uiidofaced.' 

‘This is poetry, Lucy,’ said Ravenswood, ‘and 
in })octry tliore is always fallacy, and somctimcB 
liction.* 

‘Believe me, then, once more, in honest prose,' 
said Taicy, ‘ that, though I will never wed man 
wit lion t the consent of iny parents, yet neither 
force nor persuasion shall aispose of my hand 
till you renounce the right 1 have given you 
to it.* • 

Tlie lovera liad ample time for such explana- 
tions. Henry was now laoic seldom their com- 
panion, being cither a most unwilling attendant 
u]>on tlie lessons of his tutor, or a forward' 
volunteer under the instructions of the Ibrestcrs 
or groolns. As for the Koeiier, hU tnurnings 
were spent in his study, maintaining corre- 
spondences of all kinds, and balancing in his 
anxious mind the various ilitelligcnce mich lie 
collected from every quarter oonoeminit the 
expected change in Scottish politics, ana tjie 
pixibable strong h of the parties wlio Were about 
to stru^le for power. At other times he busied 
himself about arranging, and coiintermAndiPc, 
and then again arranging, the preparations whi^ 
ho Judged nocessa^ for the reception of the |dar- 
duft or A-t— whose arrival had been twtee 
d^yod by some neoessary eauao of detOnticni 
In jibe midst or «di avottotionOi 
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political and domestic, ho seomod not to obsenre 
now much hu danehter and his micst were 
thitflvn into each other’s society, and was cen- 
sured by many of his neighbours, according to 
the fashion of neig[hbonrs in all countries, for 
suffering such an intimate connexion to take 
place betwiict two young persons. The only 
tiatural explanation wir, that ho designed them 
for each Otnor ; while, in truth, his only motive 
was to tetn]>orize and procrastinate, until he 
should discover the real extent of the interest 
which the marquis took in Ravensvvood’s allairs, 
and the power which ho was likely to possess of 
advancing'’'them. Until these ])ointa should bo 
made botli clear and manifest, ilic*Lord Keeper 
resolved that ho would do nothing to commit 
himself, either iifTInc shape or other ; and, like 
many cunning ikm’souh, he over-reached himself 
dojilorably. 

Amongst those who had been disposed to 
censure with the greatest severity the conduct 
of Sir William Ashton, in permitting the ]»ro- 
longed residence of Kaveiiswood under his roof, 
and his constant attention on Aliss Ashton, was 
the new Laird of (liniington, and his faithful 
squire and bottle-holder, jjersonagos forineily 
well known to us by the names of Hayston and 
Ihioklaw, and his eompanion Captain Craigoii- 
golt. The former had at length siiccecdcd to 
the extensivo property of his long-lived grand- 
aunt, and to considerable wealth besides, which 
ho had emplbyod in redeeming his paternal 
acres (by the title appertaining to wtiieh he 
still chose to lie designated), notwithstanding 
Captain Oraigeiigoli liad pro])oscd to him a most 
atlvaniagcous mode of vesting the money in 
Law’s scheme, which was just then l)ronched, 
and offered his i^erviees lo travel express to 
Paris for the purpose. Put Bucklaw had scr far 
derived wisdom from adversity, that ho wouhl 
listen to no Yro]>osal which Craigengelt could 
invent, which had the slightest tendency to 
risk his newdy-acquired independence. lie that 
once had eaten pease bannocKS, drank sour wine, 
and slept in the secret chamber at Wolfs Crag, 
would, lie said, jirize good cheer and a soft bed 
as long as ho lived, and take special care not to 
need such hoai>itality again. 

Ciaigoiigolt, therefore, found himself dis- 
appointed at the first hopes he had ciiteriained 
of making a good hand of the Laird of Buckhnv 
Still, how’ever, he reaped many advantages fiotn 
his friend^s good fortune. Bucklaw, who had 
never been ui all scruimlous in ehoosiiig his 
companions, was aecustoinoil to, and entertained 
by a fellow, whom he eonld either laugh with, or 
laugh at, as ho had a mind, wdio would lake, 
according to Scottish jdirase, ‘the bit and the 
Imffet,’ understood all sjiortH, whether within or 
without doors, and, when the laird had a mind 
for a bottle of wine (no unfrequent chcumstaiico), 
was always ready to save him from the scandal 
of gettiof drank by himself. Upon those terms 
Oraigeng€lt was the fi’equent, almost the con- 
stant, inmate qf the house of Girnington. ' 

In no time, and under no possibility of cir- 
cumstances, could good have been derived from 
such an intimacy, however its bad consequouces 
taight be qualified by the thorough knowledge 
BpcKlaw ^os^^sed of bis di^udent’s 
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character, and the high contempt in which ho 
held it. But, as circumstaifoes stood, this evil 
communication was pariioularly liable to corrupt 
what gootl principles nature hod implanted in 
the pation, 

iJraigengclt had never forgiven the scorn With 
which Kaveiiswood had torn the mask of courage 
and honesty from his coiintenanoo ; and to ex- 
asperate Bucklaw’s resentment against him was 
the safest inode of levengo that occurred to his 
cowardly, yet cunning and malignant disposition. 

lie brought uj>, on all occasions, the story of 
the challenge which Kavensw'ood had declined to 
accept, and endeavoured, by every possible in- 
sinuation, to make his patiou believe that his 
honour w'as eoiiccnied iu briugiiig that matter 
to ap issue by a present discussion w'lth Kaveiis- 
wood. But respeeting this subject, Bucklaw 
imposed on him, at length, a pprem])tory com- 
mand of silence. 

*I think,* he said, *tho Alastef has treated 
me unlike a gentleman, and ] see no light Im 
had lo send mo back a cavalier aiisw'cr when I 
demanded the satisfaction of one- -But be gave 
mci my life once— and, in looking the matter 
over at i)rPRent, I ])ut mysidf hut on equal terms 
with him. Should he oioss mo again, 1 shall 
consider the old aceom]>t as hilaneed, and his 
Mastership w'ill do well to look to liimself,’ 

* I'hat he should,’ re-echoed (h*aigengelt ; * for 
when you are in practice, Bucklaw, I w'oultl bet 
a magnum you are through him before the Ihii’d 

JMISS. ’ 

‘’’Ibeu you know nothing of the matter,* said 
Biu'klaw, ‘ and you never saw him fence. ’ 

*And I know nothing of the imitlerr said 
the dependent— ‘a good jest, [ jwomibo you!-- 
aud though I never saw liavcnswood fence, have 
I not been at ‘Monsieur Sagoon's school, who was 
the first luaUre tVanurs tiiVaria ; and have I not 
been at Signor Boeo’s at Florence, and Meinhecr 
Diirehstossen’s at Vienna, and have I not seen 
ail their play ?’ 

* I doirt know whether you have or not,’ said 
Bucklaw ; ‘but What about it, though you had ** 

‘ Only that I will be d - d if ever I saw 
French, Italian, or Iligh-Dutchman, ever inuko 
foot, hand, and eje keep time half so well as 
you, Bucklaw,’ 

‘I believe you lie, Craigie,’ said Bucklaw; 

‘ however, I can liold my ow'u, both with single 
rapier, backsw'oid, sivord and dagger, broad- 
sword, or case of falchions— and that's as much 
as any gentleman need know of the matter.* 

‘And the double ot what ninety -nine out of a 
hundred know,’ said ^Craigengelt ; ‘they leani 
to chango a few thrusts with the small .sword, 
and ihen, forsooth, they understand the nobhs 
.art ot defence ! Now, when 1 was at K/oiicn in 
the year 1095, there was a Chevalier do Cha]Km 
and I w’cnt to the opera, where wo found three 
bits of English bii'kies * 

‘ Is it a long story you are going to tell ? ’ sahl 
Bucklaw, interrupting him without ceremony. 

‘Just as you like,* answered tlic i>arasitc, ‘‘ for 
wo made short work of it.* * 

‘Then liiko it short,’ said Bucklaw; ‘Is it 
serious or merry I * 

‘ Devilish serious^ I assure you, and so tl^ey 
fopnd it ; for the ohevojicr and l’~-^ 
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* Thw* I don’t like It at oJl,’ Baid Bucdclaw } 
<s6 ftU a brimmer of my auld auntie’s claret, rest 
“lierlicart 1 jAiid, as the Hiolandman says, Shicch 

‘ That was what tough old Sir Evan Dhu usod 
to say to mo when 1 was out with tho nietaUM 
lads 111 1689. *‘Ordigengolt,” ho used io say, 
“you are as pretty a fellow as ever held steel in 
his grip, but you have one fault.” * 

* If he had known you os long as I have done,’ 
said Bucklaw, * lie would have found out some 
twenty more ; but hang long stories, give us 
your toast, man.’ 

Graigoiigelt rose, w'cut on tiptoe to the door, 
peeped out, shut it (‘aiefully, came back again — 
clapped his tarnished gold-laced hat on one side 
of liis head, took his glass in one hand, and, 
touojiing tho hilt of his hangti with tho othcl, 
named ‘The king ovt*r the w«iter.’ 

‘ I tell you what it is, Caiduin Graigoiigelt,* 
said Bucklaw ; ‘ I shall keep my mind to niysclt 
on those subjects, having too much i-ospoct for 
the memory of my venerable aunt (lirningtoii 
to put her lands and tenements in the w'ay of 
committing ti'oason against established authority. 
Bring mo King James to Edinburgh, ca])tain, 
with thirty thousand men at his back, and I'il 
toll you what 1 think about bis title ; but as foi 
iiiniiing niy neck into a nooso, and my good 
broad lands into tho statuloiy penalties “ in that 
case made and jirovided,” rely -upon it, you will 
Jind ino no such fool. So, ivhen yon inoaii to 
Vapour with your hanger and your dram-cuji in 
support of treasonable toasts, >ou must lind 
your liquor and coni])aiiy elsewhere.’ 

‘Well, then,* said Craigengclt, ‘name the 
toast yourself, and bo it what it like, I’ll ])ledgc 
you, were it a mile to the bottom.’ 

‘ And I’ll give you a toast that deserves it, my 
Ixiy,’ said Bucklaw : ‘ ivliat say you to Miss Lucy 
Asliton ? * 

‘ Up with it,’ said the captain, as ho to.sscd 
off hw brimmer, ‘the bonniest lass in Lothian. 
What a pity the old sncck-drawing Whigainorc, 
her father, is about to throw her nwayui)on (bat 
lag of pride and beggary, the Mastei' of JIavens* 
wood ! ' 

* That’s not quite so cleai,’ said Buckle iv, in a 
lone which, though it seemed indifferent, excited 
Itis com])anlon’s eager curiosity ; and not that 
only, but also bis hope of wm Icing himself into 
some sort of couiidenco, wdiich iniglit make him 
neccsbary to his ]>atron, beiijg by no jueans satis- 
fied ti' rest on mere safferance, if ho could iorm 
by art or industry a more 2 »onnanoiit title to his 
favour. 

* I thought,’ said he, after a momont’s jiaiisi*, 
» * tliat was a settled mal ter they aie continually 

together, and nothing dse is sj»oken of betwixt 
Jjammerlaw and Traiirain.’ 
j ‘They may say w licit tli(*y j lease,’ rejilied his 
Patron, ‘but I kimw' bcltei ; and I’ll give you 
)IiSB Lucy Ashton’s health again, my hoy.’ 

‘And 1 would drink it on my knee,’ said 
Oraiffljiwjplt, ‘if I thought the girl had the spint 

Jffi twt d — d son of a Spaniard.’ 

‘ I to x\i>que»t'you will not use the word jilt 



and Miss Ashton’s hatpe together,’ said Bnolclaw 
gravely. 

‘ Jilt, did I say ^—discard, my lad of eoros*- 
"by Jove, I meant to say discard,* replied Ci’aigenv 
gelt ; ‘ and I lioiie sbeTl discard him like a small 
cawl at piquet, and take in the king Of hearts, 
my boy !— But yet ’ 

‘ But w’hat ? ’ said bis ^rntron. . * 

‘ But yet I know for certain tlioy are hours to- 
gether nloDo, and in the ivoods and the fields.' 

‘That’s her foolish father’s aotago — that will 
lie soon put out of the lass’s head, if it ever gets 
into it, ’ answered Biieklaw. ‘ And now fill your 
glass again, cajitaiii ; I am going to make you 
haiqiy— -I am going to lot you into a secret — a 
ploi^-a noosing jdot — only (ho noose is but 
typical ’ 

* A marrying matter ? ’ said Graigengelt, and 
liih jaw fell as ho asked the questjon ; for lio 
susiiected that matrimony w'ould render his 
situation at Girniugtoii mueh more procarious 
(hail dming the jolly days of his jiatron’s 
bachelorhood. 

‘Ay, a marriage, man,’ said Bucklaw; ‘but 
whoreforo drooj>s tliy mighty s]»irit, and why 
grow tho ruhies on Ihy cheek so ]>aIo? Tho 
board will have a cornei, and the coiner will 
liavo a trencher, and tlie trencher will have a 
glass beside it ; and the board - end shall bo 
idled, and the trencher and the glass shall be 
icjdenislicd for thee, if all the ]>etticoats in 
Lothian had sworn the (ontrary.-*-Wbat, man ! 

I am not the boy to put myself into Icadiiig- 
stnngs.’ 

‘ So says many an honest fellow,’ said Graigeih 
gelt, ‘ and some of my special fiicnds ; hut, curse 
me if I know the leason, the w’omen could never 
l>ear mo, and ahvays contrived to trundle me out 
of favour before tho honeymoon was over.’ 

‘If you could have kept ^pur ground till that 
was over, you might have made k good yoai’s 
IKJUsion,’ said Bucklaw. 

‘But I never could,’ answered the dejected 
j>ara&ite ; ‘there was iny Lonl Oastlc-Guddy — 
w^e were hand and glove- I rode his horses — 
borrowed money, both for him and frour him 
— trained his hawks, and tauglit him how to lay 
his bets ; and when he took a fanoy of manying, 

I marriod him to Katie Glcgg, whom I thought 
myself as sine of as man could bo of woman. 
Eg.id, sin* had iiie out of tho house, os if I had 
run on wdiools, within the first fortnight ! ’ 

‘ Well > * reidiod Bucklaw, ‘ I think I have 
nothing of Castle-Cuddy about me, or Lucy of 
Katie Glegg. But you see the thing will go on 
whether you like it or no —the only question is, 
will you bo useful ? * 

‘Useful’’ exclaimed the captain and io 
thee, my lad of lands, my darling boy, wbom I 
would tramp barefooted through tho world for ' 
— ii.anie time, ]ilace, inoJc, and circumstances, 
and see if I will not be useful in all uses that 
can bo devised.’ « 

‘ Why, then, you must lide two httadted miles 
for me, ^ said tho ]>atron . 

‘A thousand, and call them a floa*8 leap,* 
answered tho detrendont ; ‘ I’ll cause saddle my 
horse diteotly.’ 

* Better stay till you know where you ere to 
|[o> and what you are to ^uoth Bu^w. 
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* You^kiio»r I have a kinawoman in Norfbinnber- 
land, ‘ Lady Blenkansop hy name, whoso old 
‘ntance I had the mhlortuuo to lose in the 
of my poverty, l)i\t the light of whoso 
oountenanoo shone forth upon me Mhcn the sun 
of tuy prosiJerity began to ame/ 

* D— n all such double-faced jades • ’ exclaimed 
^ Craigengelt heroically ‘ this I will say for John 

Crai^ngolt, that he is nis friend’s liieiid through 
good report and bad rojmit, ]) 0 \orlv and liehes ; 
and you know something of tliat youisclf, 
Jlucklaw/ 

* I have not forgot your merits,* said his 
patron ; * I do lemeniber that, in my evtiemities, 
you had a mind to crimp me for the service ot 
the Vrcnch king, or of tlio rietender; and, 
inoivovcr, that J^u attej wards lent mo a score of 
]nooos, wlien, as I hrmly hdieve, you had heaixl 
the news that old Lady (iiinington had a touch 
of the dead jialsy. lint don’t he do>Mi(Mst, 
John ; I believe, alter all, you like me veiy \\ell 
in your way, and it is my misfortune to have 
no better eounsellor at luesont. To icturn to 
this Lady Blenkensop, you must know she is a 
close contederate ot Duchess Sarah.’ 

* What ! ol Sail Jennings i ’ exolaimcd Ciaigcn- 
gelt ; ‘ then she must be a good one.’ 

* Hold your tongue, and kec]) your Tory rants 
K to yourself, if it ho possible,’ said liuckhiw ; ‘ I 
^eli you, that through the Duchess ol Alail- 

horougli has this Northuinhnaii cousin of mine 
become a «’ony of Lady Ashton, the Kcopei’s 
wife, or, I may say, tlio Loid Kcoikm’s Lady 
Keeper, and she has favoiiied Lady IJlenkenHop 
uith a visit on her icturn fioiu London, and is 
just now at her old mansion-house on the hanks 
of the Wansheck. Nou, air, as it has been th<* 
use and wont of these ladies to eousider Iheii 
husbands os oi no impoitaiieo in ih(‘ nianageincnt 
oi their own families, it has been their ])reaent 
pleasure, u’4thout consulting Sir William Ashton, 
to put on the tapis a matrimonial alliance, to be 
eoncluded hetueen Lucy Ashton and iny own 
light honourable self, Lady Ashton acting a self- 
eoustituted plcninotcntiaiy on the part ol her 
daughtei and hnshand, and Mother Blenkensop, 
eiilially unaccredited, doing me the honour to he 
"my ropresentatiic. You may suppose' I was a 
little astonished when I found that a treaty, in 
which I was so considerably interested, had nd- 
vaiieed a good way bcfoic 1 was even consultcil.’ 

H3ap(tt mo it 1 think Ihrft was according to 
the rules of the g-nme,’ said his (onfidant ; ‘ ami 
pray, what answer did you leturn 

* Why, my first thought was to send the treaty 
to the devil, and the negotiatms along with it, 
for a couple of meddling old w’omcii ; my next 
was to laugh very heartily ; and my lhii*d and 
last W'aa a settled opinion that the thing was 
loasoiiahle, and w'ould suit im* wtU enough.’ 

* Why, 1 thought you had nevi r seen the 
wenoh but once— and then she had her riding- 
mask I am sure you told mo so.’ 

‘Ay— but 1 liked her very well then. And 
lUvouswood’s dirty usage of mo^-shuttiug me 
out of doors to dine with the lackeys, boc^usc ho 
had the Lord Kdeper, forsooth, and huj daughter, 
to be guests in his beggarly cai.tlc of starMition— 
D— n mo, Craigencolt, if I over forgive hfm till 
Iplay him as good a trick!’ . 

* ' » 


more you s$iould, if you are a lad rf)f 
mettle,’ baid Crai^Ugelt, tho matter now taking 
a turn in which Im could sympathize; ‘and if 
you carry this wench from him, it will break 
his heart.’ 

* That it will not,’ said Bucklaw ; ‘ his heart 
is all steeled over witli reason and philo^phy — 
things that you, (h'aigio, know nothing alfout 
moic than myself, (Jod help me. — Btit it will 
hieak his pride, llioiigli, and that’s what I’m 
diiving at.’ 

‘Distance me,’ said Ciaigcngelt, ‘hut I knmv 
the reason now ol liis unmannerly behaviour at 
his old lumhlc-di)wn tow'cr yonder.- Ashamed of 
yonr lonipany^ no, no (lad, he was afiaid 
3 'ou would cut in and cany off the gill.’ 

*3ih, f i aigeiigelt ^ ’ .said HuckLiw — ‘do you 
really think so ^ -but no, no • — he is a devilish 
deal juettiei man than 1 am.’ 

‘ Who— ho ? ’ exclaimed tho parasite— ‘ hc’.s ns 
black as the crook*; and for his si/e-he’s a tall 
icllow, to ho suic— hut give me a light, stout, 
middle-sized ’ 

‘ riagiie on thee » ’ said Bucklaw, intcnnipling 
him, ‘and on me for listening to you! — ^you 
would say as nmeh if I weie hiinoh-hacked. 
-But as to Itavcnswood— he has kepi no terms 
with me- I’ll keep none with him if I can win 
this gill from him, 1 wiH win hei.’ 

* Win her ^ ’shlood, you sha/f win her, point, 
miint, and (juator/c, my king of Inunps — you 
hliall i)i<iue, lepique, and canot him.’ 

‘ Jhithee, sto]) thy gambling (ant for one 
instant,’ said Bucklaw. ‘Things have come 
thus fai, that 1 have entertained the pioposal of 
my kiiisw'oman, agreed to tho Icmis of jointure, 
amount of foitmic, and so foiih, and that the 
affair is to go forward wdicii Lady Ashton comes 
down, for she takes her daughtei and her son 
ill her own hand. Now they want me to send 
up a eonfidential person wnth some writings.’ 

‘ By this good wine, I'll ride to the end of tho 
world— tho very gates of Jeiicho, and the judg- 
ment-seat of Pi ester John, for thee ! ’ ejaculated 
the (apiain. 

‘ WIjv, I belie\c you would do something for 
me, aiiA a great deal for yoinself. Now, any 
one could carry tho wiitings ; hut you will have 
a little more to do. You must conirivo to droi> 
out before niy l^dy Ashton, just as if it were 
a matter of little ( onscfpiciicc, the rcpideneo of 
llavcuswooJ at her husband’s house, and Vis 
close inlertouvso with Miss Ashton; and ^ou 
I may tell hei , that .lU the country talks of a visit 

fiom tho Maripiis of A , as it is supposed, to 

make u]) the match hctw'lxt liavenswood and 
lier daugitter. 1 should like to hoar wV^t sho 
says to all this ; for, rat me, if I have any idea 
oi starting for the )>lato at all, if Kavcfiswood is 
to win the raco, and ho has odds against mo 
already.’ 

‘Never a lHt--the W’cneh lias foo mncli soiiso 
— and in that hclicf I drink her health a third 
(imo ; and, were time and plaeo fitting, I would * 
drink it on bendiMl knees, and he that wouVl * 
not idcdgo me, I would make liis guts garter hia 
stockings/ 

‘ Ha:& ye, Craigengelt ; aa you are going into ^ 
the society women of rank/ said J&uoklow,, 

I * ru thai)k yotr to forget your strange blaosi^ard 
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fi il'ha dammo’s— 1*11 write to tliem, thought 

Sut yoiare a blunt, untaught follow.* 

< Ay, 1^,* replied Craigengelt ; a plain, blunt, 
honest, downnght soldier.’ 

' Not too lionost, nor too much of the soldier 
neither ; but such as thou art, it is my luck to 
need Iheo, for I must have spurs i)ut to Lady 
Ashton’s motions.’ 

■ *rU dash them up to the rowel -heads,* said 
Craigengelt ; ' she shall come hero at the gallop, 
like a cow chased by a Avhole nest of honicts, and 
her tail twisted over her rump like a corkscrew.’ 

* And hoar ye, Craigie,' said Bucklaw ; ‘j'^our 
boots and doublet are good enough to drink in, 
as the man says in the play, but they are some- 
what too greasy for tea-table service— prithee, 
get thyself a little better i igged out, and hero is 
to pay all charges.’ 

‘Nay, Buoklaw— on my soul, man— you use 
me ill. — ^However,’ added Craigengelt, x^ocketing 
the money, ‘ if you will have me so far indebted 
to you, I must be conforming.’ 

* Well, homo and away ! ’ said llio patron, 

* so soon as you have got your i iding livery in 
trim. You may rido tlie black crop-car — and, 
hark yo, I'll make you a present of him to boot.’ 

‘ I drink to the good luck of my mission,’ 
answered the ambassador, ‘in a half-xuut 
bumper.’ 

‘ 1 thank yo, Craigie, and idcdgo you. T see 
nothing against it but the father or the giil 
taking a taiitnim, and I am told the mother can 
wind them both round her little finger. Take 
care not to affront her with any of your Jacobite 
jargon,’ 

‘O' ay, true — she is a Whig, and a friend of 
old Sail of Marlboiougli — Thank my stais, 1 can 
hoist any colours at a pinch. I lia^ o fouglit as 
hard under John (Churchill as over I did under 
Dundee or the Duke of Berwick.’ 

* I verily believe you, Craigie,* said the lord of 
the mansion j ‘ hut, Craigie, do you, pray, stcji 
down to the collar, and fetch us ux> a bottle of 
the Burgundy, 1678 — it is in the fourth bin from 
the right-hand turn. —And I say, Craigie, you 
may fetch up half-a-dr»zen whilst you aio about 
it. — Egad, we’ll make a night on’t ! ’ 


CIIAP'rEA* XXL 

And soon they espied the meriy-men green, 
And eke the coacn-and-four. 


Dukr upon Dukr. 


CttAlOKNURLT sot foith ou liis Tuiaslon so soon 
as his equipage was “omplele, jMosecuted Jiis 

j oitmey witli all diligcpcc, and aeeomxdished 
ds oommissioii with all the dcxtciity for which 
Bjjujklaw hod given lum credit. As he arrived 
With ciijdwitiaTs from Mi. Haystoii of Bncklaw, 
hd was, fi^reuiely welcome to both ladies ; and 
rilosfe who are prejudiced in favour of a new 
can, for a time at least, discover 
in his very faults, and perfections 
I hfo^^aSoieOdtea* AUhough both ladies were 


ia oi^themn^lVis. 


It is true that Orai^ligelt wad now handaont^ly 
dressed, and that was a point of no small conse- 
quence. But, independent of outward show, his 
blackguard impudence of address was constimod 
into Jionourablo blunt ness, becoming his sup- 
posed militaiy jnofossion ; bis hectoring passed 
for courage, and his sauciucss for wit, liost) 
however, any one should think this a violation 
of probability, we niiist add, in fairness to the 
two ladies, tlial their disccriiinent was greatly 
blindi^d, and their favour puqntiated, by the 
opportune arrival of Captain Craigengelt at the 
moment when they were louring for a third 
hand to make a imity at trednllo, in which, as 
ill all games, whctlicr of cliaiiec or skill, tliat 
worthy iicrsr>u was a great profiej^nt, ^ ' 

AVheii he found liinisclf estalilibhcd in favour, 
his next i>oiut was how be^t to use it for tlio 
furtherance of }iis xiatron’s views. lie found 
liady Ashton xwepoasessed strongly in favour of 
the motion, which Tiady Blenkonsop, partly 
from regard to her kinsman, ^lartly from the 
Bjiirit of match-making, had not hesitated to 
pro]>oso to her ; so that Ins task was an easy one. 
Bucklaw, rofonnedfrom Ids prodigality, was just 
the sort of husband which she (iesircil -to have 
for her Shejilierdoss of Lammormoor ; and while 
the marriage gave her an easy fortune, and a 
respectable country gentleman for her Imsband, 
Tjady Ashton Avas of o]nnion that her destinies 
would bo fully and most favouralily accom- 
X»lisbed. It sO chanced, also, that Bucklaw-, 
among his new acquisitions, had gained the 
management of a little political mfore.st in a 
neighbouring county, wdiere the Douglas family 
originally held large possessions. It was one 
of the bosom -hoxics of Lady Ashton, that her 
eldest son, Sholto, should represent this county 
in the British Pailiamcnt, and she saw this alli- 
ance with Bucklaw- as a cireumstaneo which 
might 1)0 highly favouiablc to her wishes. 

Craigengelt, who in his w-ay by no means 
wantou sagacity, no sooner discovered in what 
muitei the wind of Lady Ashton’s wishes sat, 
than he ti framed his coum* accordingly. ‘ There 
was little to prevent Bncklaw himself from sit- 
ting for the ( oimty— he must carry the heat — 
must walk the cour.se. Two eousius-gerroan — 
six moic fliiitaijt kinsmen, his factor and lii.s 
ehaiiiherlain, weie all hollow- votes — and the 
(virnington interest Jiad always cairied, betw-i\i 
love and fear, about as many more. But Buck- 
Jaw eared no more about riding the fiist borsc, 
and that soi t of thing, than lie, Craigengelt, did 
about a "a me at birkie— it was a pity his interest 
.was iiotTn good guidance.’ 

All this Lady Ashton drank in wifh willing 
and attentive ears, re.solving internally to be 
heiself tlic person who should take the manage- 
ment of the politir*al influence of her destined 
son-in-law, for the benefit of licr eldest born, 
Sholto, and all other ]>urtios concei’ucd. 

When ho found lier ladyship thus faVoutably 
disposed, the cai>taiu X)rocceded, to use his em- 
ployer’s phrase, to set sjmrs to her resolution, 
by hinting at the situation of matters at Ravens- 
wood Ca^lc, the long residenoe whioli the heir 
of that family had made w-ith the Loi4 Keeper, 
and the reports which (though he ivoulrl be d^^d 
are he gave credit to ahy ot them) had been 
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circulated in the neighbourhood. It was not the 
captain’s cue to appear liimself to be uneasy on 
the subject of these runioiira ; but he easily saw 
from Lady Ashton’s fiiished cheek, hesitating 
voice, and flashing eye, that she had caught the 
, alarm which he iuteiulcd to comniunicatc. She 
liad not heard from her liusbaiid so often or so 
regularly as she thought him Ijoiind in duty to 
have written, and of tliis vciy interesting iiitelli- 

g Bnoe concerning Ins visit to tlio tower of Wolfs 
rag, and the guest whom, with such cordiality, 
he had received at llavcnswood Castle, ho had 
sutfered liis lady to remain altogether ignorant, 
until she now learned it by the chance informa- 
tion of a stranger. Such concealment ajiproached, 
in her apj)rehei^jdon, to a misprision, at least, of 
treason, if not do actual rehelUon against her 
matrimonial authority ; and in her inward soul 
did she vow to take veiigcanco on the Lord 
Keeper, as on a subject detected in nieditatiiig 
revolt. Her indignation Imnied the more 
fiercely, as slio found herself obliged to sup- 
roas it in presence of Lady Bloiikensop, the 
iilswoman, and of Craigengelt, the confiden- 
tial friend of Hucklaw, of wliose alliance siie 
now became trebly desiVoiis, since it occiiircd 
to her alarmed imagination, iliat her luis)»and 
might, in liis policy or timidity, ]>i’efcr that of 
Haveiiswood. 

The capliiin was engineer eiKJUgh to discover 
that the train was fired ; and therefore hoard, in 
tho course ^)f the same day, without the, least 
surprise, that Lady Ashton had resolved to 
abridge her visit to Lady Hicnkensoj), and set 
forth with tho peep of morning on tier return 
to Scotland, using all tho desjiatcdi whieh the 
state of the roads, and the mode of travelling, 
would i)ossibly permit. 

Unhappy Lord Keeper !~little was he an are 
what a sto|ni was travelling towards him in all 
tho speed with which an old-fashioned coach 
and-six could possibly acliiovo its jonrue}’^. He, 
like Don Oayferos, ‘forgot his Jady lair and 
true,* and was only anxious about the exjiectcd 

visit of the Marquis of A . Soothfast tidings 

had assured him that this nohlomaii was at 
length, and without fail, to honour his castle at 
one ill (he afternoon, being a lute dinner-hour ; 
and much was the bustle in consequence of the 
annunciation. Tho Lord Keeper traversed the 
chambers, hold consul tation^with the butler in 
the cellw’s, and even ventured, at the risk of 
a dimlU with a cook, of a spirit lofty enough 
to Boorn the admonitions of Lady Ashton her- 
self, to peep into the kitchen. Satisfied, at 
len^h, tnat everything was in as active a tmin 
of preparation as was jiossihlo, ho summoned 
lUveiiswood and his daughter lowalk ui)ou tho 
terrace, for the ]nii’})ose of watching, from that 
commanding position, the earliest symptoms of 
his lordship^fr approach. For this purpose, with 
dow and idle step, lie jmraded the terrace, whic,h, 
flaukSiwith a heavy stonjc battlemeut, strctchetl 
in flfimt of the castle upon a level with the first 
storey ; while visitors found access to tho court 
by a projecting gateway, the bartizan or flat 
l^ed roof of which was accessible from the 
terrace by an easy flight of low and brood steps. 
The whole bore a resemblance partly to a caetle, 
partly to % nobteihan's seat } and thongh calcu* 


latetl. in some respects, for defence, evinced that 
it had been constnictcH under a sense of tho 
power and security of tho ancient Lords of 
Ravenswood. 

This pleasant walk commanded a beautiful 
and exlensivo view. But what was more to our 
])resoiit ]nui>ose, Iherewerc seen from'thc teiraco 
two roads, one loading from the cast, and ono 
from the westward, whieh, crossing a ridge 
opposed to the eininenco on which tho Castle 
stood, at different angles, gradually appi-oachcd 
each other, until they joined not far from the 
gate of the avenue. It was to the westward 
np})roach that the Lord Keepci’, from a sort of 
iidgeting anxiety, his daughter, fiom oonijilais- 
aiico to him, and Kavenswood, though feeling 
some symptoms of internal impatience, out of 
complaisance to his danghtt*r, directed their 
eyes to see the precursors of tho Marquis’s 
approach. 

llicse were not long of presenting themselves. 
Two riinuing footmen, dressed in white, with 
black jockey- caps, and long staffs in their hands, 
headed tlio train ; and such was tlit'ir agility, 
that they found no dillienify in keeping tho 
neecssaiy adiant/ige wliich the etiquette of tlieir 
station refjuirid, liefoio the cm lingo and horse- 
men. Onward they came at a long swinging 
trot, armiiiig nnweaiiod sjjcofl in their long- 
hreathm calling. Siicli running footmen are 
often tal hided to in old i)lays (I would particu- 
larly instance Middleton’s ‘ Mad World, my 
Masters’), and perhai)s may be still rememlierod 
by some old jiersons in Scotland, ns part of the 
retiiiuo of tho ancient nobility when travelling 
in full eeremony.* Bcliind tliese glancing 
meteors, who footed it as if tho avenger of 
Mood liad heen Ifehind them, came a cl(»ud t>f 
dust, raised by ridois who jireceded, attended, 
or followed, the state-can iage of the marquis.. 

The privilege of nobility, in those days, had 
sonietlnug in it impressive on the imagination. 
The dresses and livciics, and number of tbeir 
nltendants, tlicir stylo of travelling, the itti- 
jKising, and almost warlike air of tlie armed men 
who surrounded them, placed them far above tho 
laird, who travelled with Ids brace of footmen ; 
and as to rivalry from tho mercantile part of tho 
community, tliese w'ould as soon have thought 
of imitating the stato equipage of the sovereign. 
At iireseut it is ditferent ; and t myself, Peter 
Pattieson, in a lato joiinioy to Edinburgh, 
had the honour, in the mail-coach phrase, to 
‘ change a leg ’ with a peer of the realm. It was 
not so in tho days of wJiich I write ; and the 
marquifS’s approach, so long expected in vain, 
now took place in the fnll pomp of ancient 
aristocracy. Sir William Ashton was so much 
interestcti in what he beheld, and in considering 
the ceremonial of reception in case any rircum- 
stanoo had been omitted, that he scarce heard 
his son Henry exclaim, * Tliere is anotl^or coach- 
and-six coming down the east road, papa— can 
Uiey both belong to the Marquis of A 1 * 

At letigih, when the youngster had fairly 
compollod his attention by tiullmg Ills sleeve, 

H« tuip’d hU eyes, and, as he turn’d, survey’d 

An atrfubvisicifn. 

* Hot^ iL Runmnt Footmen. 
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enough, another coacli-an<l*six, with toxtt 
'* Ciert^anta or oitt-iiders in attendance, was descend- 
the hill from the eastward, at such a pace as 
made it donbtiaJ whicli of the carriages thus 
approaching from diUbrent quarters would first 
roach the gate at the oxtiomity of the avenue. 
The one coach was green, the other blue ; and 
not tlio green and bluo chariots in the ckcus of 
Koine or Constantinople excited more turmoil 
among the citizens than the double apparition 
occasmned in the mind of the Lord Keeper. Wo 
all rememberlhe terrible exclamation of the dying 
]>rofligate, when a friend, to dosti’oy what ho 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a sjicetre 
appearing in a certain shape at a given hour, 
placed before him a pcr«»on dressed up in the 
inanuor he descTihcd. *Mo}i Dku said the 
expiring sinner, who, it seems, saw both tlie real 
and polygraphie apiurition *%f y (ii o deui' 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was scaHcly 
loss tinpleasing at the duplication of the cx]»oetcd 
arrival ; his mind niisga\e liim strangely. Thcio 
was no neighbour who would have a]ipioathcd so 
uiiccremoinously, at a time when ecieinony was 
held in such respect. It must he Lady AshUm, 
said his conscience, and followed u]> the hint 
with an anxious aiitioipulioii of the purpose of 
her sudden and unannounced return. He felt 
licit he was caught ‘in the manner.’ That tho 
comjiaiiy in which she had so unluckily suqnised 
liim was likely to he highly distastelul to her, 
there was no question ; and the only hope wdiieh 
I'ennined for him was her high sense of dignified 
jiropriety, wdiich, he trusteci, iiriglit pi event a 
public explosion. But so active wxrc his doubts 
and fears, as altogether to derange liis purposed 
ceremonial for the reception of tho inaujuis. 

These feelings of apprehension were not con- 
fined to Sir William Ashton, * It is my mother 
—it is my mother ’ ’ said Lucy, turning as jiale 
as ashes, and clasping her hands together as she 
looked at Kavenswood. 

‘And if it he Ijady Ashton,’ said her lover to 
lier ill a low tone, ‘wliat can he the occasion of 
such alarm Surely the return of a lady to the 
family from which she has been so long absent, 
should excite otlicr wmsations than those of fear 
an I dismay.’ 

‘You do not know my mother,’ said Miss 
A.ihton, in a tone almost hreathlc'-s with leiror; 
‘what will she say w lien she sees you in this 
pk'*e ? ’ 

‘My stay has heen too long,’ said Kavens- 
wood, PoiDcwhat haughtily, ■* if Jier displcasuie 
At my presence is likely to he so foi midablc. 
Hy deal Ijiioy,’ he lesuiiicd, in a tone of sootli- 
ing encouragement, ‘ you are too ch JUishly alraid 
of Lady Ashton ; she i‘ a w'oman of family - a 
J,^y of fashion— a ])cisoii who nnust know the 
WW,*aud what is duo to hei luishand and her 


Lucy shook her licail ; and, as if lici motlicr, 
itill at the disUuce of hall a-inilc, could have 
m4 »6nitini2od her dcimrtmeiit, she with- 
hkiBelf from beside Kaveiisw’owl, and, 
)i»rother Ilemy’b arm, led him to a 
of tlie tcriaec. The Kee]jer also 
the portal of the great 

] he temidned ekodini^ afotio on 


tho terrace, deserted and shunned, as it Were, hy 
tho inhabitants of tho mansidn. 

This suited not the mood of one who was 
proud in proportion to his jiovorty, and who 
thought that, in sacrificing his de^-root^ re- 
sentments so far as to hocomo Sir William 
Ashton’s guest, lie confciicd a favour and 
received none. ‘ I can forgive Lucy,* he said to 
himself ; ‘ she is young, timid, and conscious of 
an inq^ortant engagement assumed without her 
mother’s sanction ; yet she should remember 
with whom it has heen asbumea, and leave mo 
no reason to sus]>eet that bhc is i bhamod of her 
choice. Kor the Keeper, bciise, spirit, and ex- 
jwession seem to have left his face and manner 
since lie had the firht gliinjise of Lady Ashton’s 
'‘ariiagc. I must watch liow lliis is to end ; and 
if they give me reason to think nwself an 
iimveh'otue guest, my \isit is soon abridged,’ 

Whth these suspieions floating on liis miiul, ho 
left the tcrroc'c, and, walking tow'ards the stables 
of the castle, gave directions that his liorso 
should he kc]»t in icadiucss, iii case ho should 
have oc'casion to ride abroad. 

In the meanwhile tho diiveis of tho two 
carriages, the approach of which had oceasiom d 
so much dismay at the castle, had hoeomo awaie 
of eacli othor^ presence, as they appioached 
upon difterent lines to the head of the aVenue, 
as a eommon centre. Laily Ashton’s driver and 
postillions instantly received ordois to get foie- 
inost, if possible, her ladyship being* desirous of 
despatching her liist inteivicw w’ith her hushand 
heJore tho arrival of tliese guests, whoever they 
miglit ha})pon to be. On the other hand, the 
coachman of the marquis, conscious of his own 
dignity and that of his master, and observing 
the rival charioteer was mending his ]>ac'e, 
resolved, like a tine brother of Iho whip, whether 
ancient oi modeiii, to vindicate his right of pro- 
cedence. So that, to increase tho confusion of 
the liOid Keeiier’s understanding, he saw tho 
short time which icmaiued for cousideFation 
abridged hy the haste ol tlic contending coacli- 
inon, who, fixing their eyes stei lily on each other, 
and applying the lash smartly to their horses, 
began to thunder ilow'ii the descent with emulous 
rapidity, wliile tlic liorsemen who attended them 
wiie foiced to put on to m hand -gallop. 

Sir William’s only chance now remaining was 
the ])obsibility of an overt uiiij and that his lady 
or visitor might hieak thoir necks. I am Hot 
aware that he fonned any difitiiict wish on tho 
subject, hut I have no reason to tliink tliat liis 
grief m either case would have been altogether 
inconsolable. Tliis chaneo, liowever, also dis- 
appealed; for Lady Ashton, though insensible 
to fear, began to see tho ridicule of riming a 
laco with a visitor of distinction, tho goal being 
the portal of hei own castle, and commanded her 
coachman, as they aiqiroaehed the avenue, to 
slacken his irnee, and allow precedence to the 
stranger’s equipage ; a eommaiul wliieh he gladly 
oticyed, os coming in time to save his Jiottoiit, 
tho horses of the marquis’s caniago being liotteri 
or, at least* fresher than his own, Ilo I'cstTainc^d 
his jiaco, therefore, and sulfercd tho green ooacli 
to enter the avenue, with all its retinue, wbiidi 
pw it occupied with the siieed of a wbvlwbd. 
The marquis’s laced charioteer no Boonor jfbond 
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tho JH» d’ceva/m ww granted to hiin, than ho rosnootaWo p^rsow'd to oup^iort her, 

resuAiod a more deliberate pace, at which ho Lady Auhtou tAaVj^t&od the court, uttering a 
advauood under the embowering shade of the word or two by Vray of direction to tlie servants, 
Iof(^ 6lm$, surrounded by all tne attendants ; but not one to Sir William, who iu vain endra- 
while the carriage of I^dyAhli ton followed, still vouiod tp attract her attention, as he rather 
more slowly, at some dislance. * tollowod than aeeonipanicd her into the hall, iu 

Iti the Irout of the castle, and beneath the which they found the marquis in close coiiversa- 
portal which admitted guests into the inner tioii with the Master of Itavciiswood : Lucy had 
court, stood Sir Willrc'ii Ashton, nmeh |M*rplexed taken the tirst o])p()vhuiity of ei^capiug. There 
in mind, his youngei son and /laughter beside w'as cnibjrrdssmciit on every coiiiitcnanco except 

him, and in their rear a train of attendants of that of tlie Mniipm of A ; for even Ctaigon- 

Viirioue ranks, in and out of livery. The nobility gelt s iinpiidenee was haidly able to veil his fear 
and gently of SeotUnd, at this ])eriod, were re- of llaveiisw'f)od, and the lest felt the awkward- 
markable even to ex Lravagaiiee foi the iimnljcr of ness of tho position iu which they wcio thus 
their servants, whose serviees were easily ]nu- uuexiieetedly j»laeed. 

chased in a couutiy where luon were ninneious After wMiting a nioinent to bo presented by 
beyond proportion to the means of employing Sir William Ashton, the marquis resolved to 
them. introduce hiniseit*. ‘The Loid Keeper,* ho said, 

Tho manners of a man tiained like Sir William bowing to Tjady Ashton, ‘ lias .iust intiodnced to 
Ashton are too mueh at his command to remain me his daughter as his wife —lie might very easily 
long disconcerted with the most adverse concur- present Ijady Ashton as his daughter, so little 
rcnco of circuinstdiKes. Ho i cooivod the marquis, docs she diilci from what I remember her some 
as he alighted from his equipage, wdlli the usual years since.— Will she permit an old acqiiaiut- 
complimcuts of welcome ; and, as he ushered him ance tho privilege of a guest ? ’ 
into the great hall, expressed his hope that his He saluted the lady with too good a gr.'co to 
journey Imd bemi pleasant. The marquis w'as ajiprchend a jopulse, and then proceeded — This, 
a tall, well-made man, wdth a thoughtful and J^ly Ashton, is a i>eace-makiijg visit, and thcro- 
intelligoni conn tena nee, and an eye, in whieh fore I jnrsiiiiie to intz’odiiee my cousin, the young 
the lire of ambition had for some years replaced Master of Kavens wood, to } our favourable noticed 
the vivacity of youth; a bold, ])roiul ex pres- Lady Ashton eouhl not choose but cui*tsoy ; 
aion of countenance, yet chastciu'd by habitual but there was iu her obeisance an air of haughlL 
caution, and the clesiie whieh, as the liead of a ness apjnoaehing to contemptuous repulse* 
jiarty, ho fiiccessarily entertained of acquiring Ravcnswooil could not choose liiit bow ; but his 
popularity. He answ('red with eomtesy the manner returned tho scoin’with wdiicli he had 
courteous inquiries of the Lord Keeper, and xvas been gi’ceted. 

formally presented to xMiss Ashton, m (he coni sc ‘Allow me,’ she said, ‘ to iircsenf to your lord- 

of which coroinony tho Ijonl Keeper gave tho ship wij/ friend.* (b’aigeiigclt, wdtli the fonvard 
firat symptom of w’ hat w’as ehiotly occupying his impudence which men ol his cast mistake for 
niiiid, by introducing his daughter as ‘ his wife, case, made a sliding bow to tho marcniis, which 
Lady Ashton.* • ho giaccd by a tlouiish of bis gold -laced hat. 

Lucy bluHlied; the marquis looked surpiised The lady turned to her hiibbaiid— ‘ You and I, 
at the extremely juvenile ap])caianee of his Sir William,’ she said, and these were the first 
hostess, and the Lord Kee]»cr with ditlicnlty xvords she ha. i addiossed to him, ‘ have acquired 
rallied himself so far as to c\ ’plain. ‘1 shoulil new' acquaintances since w'o parted — let mo in- 
have said iny daughter, my bad ; hut the tiuth trodnee the acquisition 1 have made to mine — 
is, that I saw Lady’s Ashton’s (vniiagc enlci the Captain Craigengelt.' 

avenue shortly after your loulshiji’s, and ’ Another bbw% and another llouiish of the gold- 

‘ Make no ajiology, my loid,’ rejdicd liis noble laeed bat, which was leturned by tho Lord 
guest; ‘let me entreat you will wait on your Keei>cr without intimation of tonner recognition, 
lady, and leave mo to cultivate Miss Ashton’s and with that soit of nnxious readiness, which 
acquaintance. 1 am shocked my ^leoplo should intimated his wish that pciwc and amnesty should 
have taken prceedciiee of our Jiostcss atlurowui take idace betwixt the con tending iiaitica, in- 
gate; but your loidship is aware that 1 supjiosed eluding tho auxiliaries on both sides, ‘ Let mo 
Lady Ashton was still in the south. Permit mo introduce you to the Master of Kavenswood/ 
to hosocch you will waive ceremony, and hasten said he to Captain (Jraigcngelt, following up tho 
to welcome hoi.* same amicable systimi. Uut tho Master drew u)> 

This was precisely xvhat tho Lord Keeper longed his tall 1‘onn to tho full extent of his height, and 
to do; and he instantly ])roliled by his lordshi]i*s without so much as looking towards the peraou 
obliging permission. To see Lady Ashton, and thus introduced to liim, he said, in a marked 
encounter tho first hurst of her displeasure in tone, ‘(’aptain Craigengelt and I are already 
private, might j>reparc her, iu some degree, to |)erfeclly well acquainted with each other.* 
receive her iinwelcoine guests with duo decorum, ‘ Perfectly— perfectly,’ inspUed the captain, in 

As her carriage, Iherefoie, stopiied, the arm of a mumbling tone, like that of double echo, 
the ^tentivo husband was ready to assist Iiady and with allouriflli of his hat, tho circumference 
Aiditon in dismounting. Looking as if she saw of which was greatly abridged, compared with 
him not, slie put his arm aside, and requested those which had so cordially gracedf his intro* 
that 0 ^ Captain Craigengelt, who stood by the diiction to the marquis and the Lord lKeeper> 
coach with his laced hat under his arm, liavimg Lockhard, followed by Uiree menials, now 
acted as eavaliere serijente, or sguire in attend- entered with wine and refreshments, which it 
anoe, during the journey* ^king hold of this was the fashiom to offer as a whet before dinner ; 


OP tAmPPmop 





m 


tboy wore placed before ihe gtiosts, 
lidV AAton made an ajiojogy for withdrawing 
Tier niiabatKl from them for aomo minutes upon 
bfusiness of special import. The marquis, of 
course, wqiicsW her ladyship uould lay hciwU 
Under no restraint ; and Craigengelt, bolting with 
speed a second glass of racy canary, hastened to 
leave the room, feeling no great pleasure in the 
prospect ot being left alone with the Mai'(juis oi 

\ (ind the Master of Kayouswood ; the pre* 

SCTice of tlio former holding liiin in awe, and that 
of the latter in bodily teiTor. 

Some anangtMneiits about his horse and bag- 
gage formed the pretevt hr his sudden rctait, 
lu which ho ])ersevcred, although Lady Ashton 
gave Lockhatd orders to he caiefiil most parti- 
cularly to accommodate Ca])tain Craigengelt with 
all the attendance which he could i^ssibly le- 
quire. The marquis and the Master of Itavem' 
wood were ilius lelt to coiuniuuicalc to each 
otlier their remarks upon tlie reception which 
they had met with ; while Lady Ashtou led the 
way, and hei loid followed, somewhat like a 
comleiiined criminal, to her ladyship’s drcssiiig- 
^ room. 

So soon as the spoust^s had both entered, her 
ladyship gave way to that fierce audacity of 
temper, which she had with difiiculty sup])resaed, 
out of respect to appeal an ces. She shut the door 
behind the alarmed Lord Keeper, took the key 
out of the 8i>riug-lock, and, with a countenance 
which yearn iiad not bereft of its haughty charms, 
and eyes which spoke at once resolution and le- 
sentment, she addressed her astounded husband 
in these words ; My lord, I am not greatly sur- 
prised at the connexions you have been pleased 
to form during my absence— -tliey arc entirely in 
conformity with your biith ami biccding; and 
if I did expect anything else, I heartily own my 
error, and that I merit, by having done so, the 
disap[)ointinont you had piejiarcd i<,r iiie.‘ 

‘My dear Lady Ashton— my dear Eleanor,* 
said the Lord Keeper, ‘listen to leasoii for a 
moment, and I will convince you I have acted 
with all the regard duo to the dignity, as well as 
the interest, of my fanuly,’ 

‘To the interest of i/onr family I conceive you 
perfectly capable of attending,’ relumed the in- 
dignant lady, ‘and even to the dignity of your 
own family also, as far as it re(|uircs any looking 
after.— But as mine ]ia|)pcus to be inextricably 
involved with it, you will excuse me if I choose 
to give my own attention so far as that is 
couoenied.’ 

‘"What would you have, Lady Ashtou ?’ said 
the husband. - What is it that displeases you * 
"Why is it that, on } our return after so loilg an 
absence, I am anaigned in this manner ? ’ 

‘Ask your own conscience, Sir William, what 
has prompted y(ui to be« ome a reiiogado to your 
political party and ipiuions, and led you, for 
what I know, to bo on the point of mariying 
your only daughUu* to a beggarly Ja<*obito bank- 
inveterate enemy of yom* family to the 

what in the name of common sense i 
'tusd idvQi|^ Would you have me do, madam?* I 
husband.—* la it possible for me, I 
imk' ojyiBlary'deoeacy, to turn a young gentle- j 
mUtt Waf if Hay touse, who saved my daughter’s i 

I > * 


4ifo and my owii> but ihe other momiug os it 
wore r . 

' Saved your life I I have hoard of that story,* 
said the lady— ‘ the Lord Kosiier w^as soared by 
a dun cow, and he takes the young fellow who 
killed her for Guy of Warwick— any butcher froih 
Haddington may soon liavo an equal claim on 
your hospitality.' 

‘Lady Ashton,* stammered the Keeporf *this 
is intolerable — and when 1 am desirous, too, to 
make you easy by any sacrifice— if you would 
but tell mo what you would l)o at.’ 

‘Go dowui to your guests,* said the imi>erioti8 
damo, ‘ and make your a]iology to llavonswood, 
that the arrival of Captain Craigengelt and some 
other friends lenders it impossible for you to oiler, 
him lodgings at the C4istlc— I expect young Mr* 
Hayston ol Bucklaw.* 

‘ uood heavens, madam ! * ejaculated her hus- 
band -‘Ravens wood to give place to Craigengelt, 
a common gambler and an informer ! — It was all 
I could do to forbear desiring the fellow to get 
out of my house, and I was iiiucli surprised to 
see him in your ladyship’s train.* 

‘8ince you saw him tlieie, you might be well 
assnreil,* answered this meek liel|miate, ‘that 
he was proper society. As to this RBVeus\roo(i, 
ho only meets with the treatment which, to my 
eeitain knowledge, ho gave to a much- valued 
fricml of mine, wlio had tlio misfortune to be his 
guest some lime since. But take your resolution ; 
ior if Raveuswood docs not quit the house, 1 
Avill.* , 

Sir William Ashton |»aced up and dowm the 
apartment in the most disti easing agitation ; 
fear, and shame, and auger contending against 
tlio habitual defeienco he was in the use o( 
lendeiing to his lady. At length it ended, as is 
usual 'With timid miuds jfiaceu in such circum- 
stances, in Ills adopting a mezzo tennine, a middle 
measme. 

‘1 tell you frankly, madam, I neitlieircan nor 
will be guilty of the incivility you propose to 
the Master of Ravenswood— he has not deserved 
it at my hand. If you will be so umeasonable 
os to insult a man of quality under your own roof, 

I cannot pi event you; but 1 will not at least 
be tlio agiMit ill sik’U a ]>reposlcrous jirocecding.* 

‘You will not ? ’ asked the lady, 

‘ No, by heavens, madam ! ’ her husband re- 
plied ; ‘ask 1110 anything congruent with common 
deconey, as to drop his aeipmintance by degrees, 
or tlio like— but U bid liim leave my house is 
what I will not, and cannot consent tp.* 

‘Then the task of su)>i)ortiiig the honour of 
the family will fall on me, as it has often 'done 
before,* said the lady. 

She sat down, and hastily WToto a few iinea. 
The I*ord Keepci made another olTort to prevent 
her taking a stop so decisive, just as she opened 
the door to call her female attendant from the 
anteroom. ‘Think what you aio doing, Lady 
Ashtou— you arc making a mortal enemy of a 
young man, who is like to liave the ma^ of 
harming us * 

‘ Did you ever know a Douglas who fibred an 
aoemy?*^ answered the lady contemptuously* 

* Ay, but he is as proua and vindictive as a 
hundred Douglases, and a hundred dayila to 
boot Think of it for a night only,’ 




ffltf ipoment/ answered the lady ; restidotlWi rMpfjos to ycmr lord«hip *I>ui eo 
hew, Mrs. Patullo, give this bUlet to yoting it ISdgaT lUveitfiyaod, for whom 1 have 

Baveoswood. addressed the Eiliet to ftm lordship's hand, has 

? To the Master, madam?' said Mrs. Patnllo. abiisod the hospitality of this family, and Sir 

* Ay/ to the Master, if you call him so.' William Ashton's softoess of temper, m older to 

*l wash my hands of it entirely,’ said the seduce d young person into engagements without 

, Keejier; ‘and I shall go doun into tliogaidcu, her i>arcnt«’ consent, and of which they never 
' and seo that Jardiuo gatliers thu winter Iruit lor can ap]>roYO.’ 
the dessert.' iiolh gentlcjncn answered at once, — ‘My kins- . 

* Do so,' said the i idy, looking aftci him with man is incapable ' said the lord marqui^. 

glances of infinite contempt; ‘and thank (lod ‘I am conlidciit that my daughter Lucy is still 
that you leave ouc behind you as fit to piotcet more incapable’ wiid the Lord Keeper. 

the honour of the family, as you aio to look allci Ludy Ashton at once inlo! riiptod, ana reittied 
pippins and pears.’ ^ * to them both — ‘My loul mar(]uis, your kinsman. 

The Lord Keeper remained long enough in the if Mr. Raven^wood hns the honour to bo so, has 
garden to give her ladyship’s mind time to ex- made the .attempt jnivatcly to soenro tho alfoc- 
plodo, and to let, as lie tiiouglit, at least tho lions of this young and inexperienced giil. Sir 
first violence o^Ravens wood’s disjdcasuie blowr William Ashton, yourdanghtci has been simjilo 
ovor.« When he eutcied the hall, ho found tho enough to give moie cucouragement than she 

Marquis of A giving oideia to some of his ought to liave done to so very improper a suitor,* 

attendants. ITc seemed in high displeasure, and ‘And I think, madam,’ said the Lord Keeper, 
interrupted an apology which Sir William had losing his aeeusUmied temper and mtieuce, ‘that 
commouoed, for liaviug left liis loidship alone. if you had nothing better to tell us, you hod 
‘I presume, Sir William, you are no stranger better have kept this family secret to youiself 
to this singular billet with which my kinsman al!>o.' 

of Ravenswood’ (an cmiihasis on the word ?n//) ‘You will ])iiidon mo, Sir William,’ said llio 
‘ha*? been favoiiied by youi lady —and, of ooiiise, lady calmly ; ‘ the noble maiquis has a right to 
that you are ])rcpaiea to leceivo my adieus. — know the cause of the tieatment I have ibuud it 
My kiusinaii is alieady gone, having thought it iieccss.uy to use to a gentleman whom he calls 
uimccessaiy to ofler .iny on his p.iif, .since all hift blood-i el.it ion.' 

former civilities had been odiiccllcd by this ‘His a cause,' muttcicd the Loid Keeper, 
singular iuHiilt.' ‘which has emcigcd since tho ollbet has taken 

‘ f protesk^ my lord, 'said Sir William, holding place ; for if it exists at all, 1 am sure she knew 
tho billet in his hand, ‘1 am not piivy to tlie nothing ol it when liei lettci to Ravenswood was 
coutcute of this letter. I know Lady Ashton is wiittcn.’ 

a wann-tempered and prejudiced woman, ami I ‘It is the fiist time that 1 have heard of this,' 
am sineeroly »ouy Ibi any oflenec that has betii said the niaujiiis ; ‘but since your ladyship has 
given or taken ; but 1 hope your lordship will tabled a .subject so delicate, peimit mo to say, 

consider that a hidy ’ f hat my kinsman’s biith and connexions entitleil 

‘Should bear iuMself tow'aids jicisqiis of a him to a patient healing, and at least a civil 
cCitdin lank with the hree(liug of one,' said the lefusah I'ven in case of his being so ambitious as 
marquis, ctmpleting tbe half-ntteicd sditciiei*. to raise Ids eyes to the daughlei of Sir William 
*lrue, my loid,’ said the unfoitunate Keeper; Ashton.’ 

‘but Lady Ashton is still a woman' ‘You will reeolleet, my lord, of what blood 

‘And as such, incthiiiks,’ said the nuirquis, MihS Lucy Ashton is come by tho mother’s side,* 
again intorriipting him, ‘should be buiglit tbe said the lady. 

duties which correspond to her station. Ifut ‘ I do rcnieiiiberyoui descent- from a younger 
here she comes, and I will leuiii from her own hiaiich of the house of Angus,’ said tho marquis 
mouth the leusoii of this extraordinary and uii- - ‘and your ladyshiin -forgive me, lady— ought 
ox]>octed affront ofterod to my near relation, not to forget tliat the Ravenswoods have thni^e 
while both ho and I were her ladyshil»’s guests.’ inteimarried with Iho main stem. Come, madam 
Lady Ashton aecordiiigly entered the apait- - 1 know how matleis stand — old and long- 
iiient at this moment. Met dispute with Sir fostincd ])iojudiec3 aio difficult to gel over — I 
William, and a subsequent inteiview with her make every allowance for them — I ought not, 
daughter, had not prevented her from attending and I would not otherwise have sufSTered my 
to wio duties of her toilette. She appeared in kinsman to dejiart alone, expelled, in a taanucr, 
full dross, and, from tlie character of lier coun- from this house— but I had hopes of being a 
tenance aud manner, w^ell became the splendour mediator. I am still unwilling to leave you in 
with which ladies of quality then appeared on anger— aud shall not set forward till aft^r noon, 
such occasions. as 1 rejoin the Master of Eavenswood upon tbe 

The Marqiiis of A bowed haughtily, and road a few miles from hence, Iiet ns talk over 

she returned tho salute with equal pride aud this matter more coolly,* 
distance of demeanour. He then took fixmi the ‘ It is what I anxiously desire, my lord,* said 
passi^ hand of Sir William Ashton the billet he Sir William Ashton eagerly. ‘ Lady Ashton, 
had fl^von him tho moment before he approached we will not permit my lord of to leave 

« the lady, and was about to speak, when she in- us in displeasure. We must compel him to tarry 
torrupted him. * I perceive, my lord, you are dinner at the castle.’ 

about to enter upon an unpleasant subject t ‘The eaeUe/ said the lady, ‘and all that it 
am Sony any suon should have oocnrred at this oontainSi (tro at the oomnum of the mafrquia, so 
tims, to interrupt, to the slightest degree, the long as bo ohppses to honour it with his resid- 




the tother di^uiD^OH tf «ak 


hie fcopio^- — , * ■, ,1. 

mo^ good modemi eaui the meiquifii 
^ benuofc allow yod to oxpioes any hasty 
'X^lntion on a subject so important. 1 see that 
ntoie oomiuiiy is atiiviug t and since 1 have the 
^oct foitune to renew my former acquaintauco 
with Lady Ashton, I hoiw she will give mo leave 
to avoid peulhiig what I pn/o so highly upon 
any disagreeable subjec t of discusnon —at Icabt, 
till we have talk< d o\(i moio picas int iopK » 

% lady smiled, emtstyod, and gave Ik i hand 
niaujim, })y whom, witli all Iho foimil 
^lautry ot the time, winch did not iKiiiiiit iho 
guest to tuck the Udy of the hoUho undoi the 
arm^ as a lustio docs lus bw octlicai t at a \s ak( , 
slio was Ubhcicd to the eitiug looiii 
itlere they wei e joined by bucklaw, Ci iigougcU , 
and other neighbours whom the Loid Kecpei 
had pteviously luvitod to meet the M irqms ot 
A—*, An ipology, founded upon a slight 
indisposition, wis alleged as an (\cusc toi the 
absence of Miss Ashton, whose seit apneaied 
nuoccupied Thu cutci taiument was sploiidid 
to ' non, and was piotiactod till a late houi. 


CHAPr£Ii XXII. 

Such was our f'lllen fathers fate, 

Yet better thm mm wn. 

He shired his cvilt \^itt his mue, 

I m bxnishd forth alon 

IVaiitr 

I wnt not attempt to descilbo the nii\tuio of 
indignation and logict with whioh Ra\euH>\ood 
loft the seat whu h hid belonged to his auccbtors 
The terms in which Lidy Ashton s InlUt was 
couched xcndcucl it impossible ioi him, without 
being dehciout in that spiiit ot wliieli ho pcihajib 
had too much, to innim an instiiit longci 
Within its walls The niaiquis, who had his 
share In the atliont, w is, novel the Ic s still 
willing to make some cHoits at cone ilia tion 
He therefore suffoiod his kinsman to deput 
alone, inaking him piomi e, howcvci, tint he 
woulu wait toi him at tlu small iim called tlio 
Tods Hole, sitiuted, is oiii readeis nuy bo 
pleased to reeollfit, hallway Ictwut Rivenb 
wood Castle and Wolfs Ciag, and about five 
Scottish miles distant fiom each Hcie the 
nuniuis pioposcd to join the Mnstn ot IU\eub 
vood, cithu that night oi the next morning 
Ills own fecllng^ would hive induced him to 
hm left tin c istle diuctly, but he wie loath to 
fbifei^ Without at least one ollort the advautogos 
which he Inl piojKisid fiom Ins visit to tlie 
I^oid Koepei , and the Mistei of Uavenswood 
was, even lu the vtiy Ik at of Ins resentment, 
to foiccloM any thame of t( concilia 
Mon might wise out ot the partiality 

whtol|,|Rlr Wifliam Ashton had shown tow aids 
as tho mtoicessory aigimients of his 
Hum# He himself depaited without 
furthei than was necessaiy 
liutiaiuEiQmeiit. 

il iMi MMMw i&Mi eovtiinoa of 






when the ^ 

castle, he gradually slackeh^ [ 
indnlgo the painful icfloctions w}) 
vain endeavouied to repress ThO 
which he found liithself led him to th 
maiden s Fountain, and to the ootts^ < 
and the fatal influence which supeisutlOiljji 
attached to the foimor spet, as Well as thj 
idmonitious which hid been in vapu offotSa 
to him by the iidiabitaut of tho lattei^ fetOOd 
themselves upon lus memory. ‘ Old saws sptoh 
ti nth, he baicl to lumsolf , * and the MerinaioOu's 
Well Ills indeed witnessed iho last act of lash* 
ness oi tho hcii ol Ravenswood — Alice spokq 
well,’ ho contiuiied, ‘and 1 am in ilio situation 
which sho foictold- oi i ithci , T am more dS] 


dishonomtd— not tho dijicnclcnt and ally of 
destroyei of my iitlui s house, as the old sylnl 
ptesaged, but Uu dcgiadrd wietch, who has 
aspiied to bold that suboidmatc chaiacter» and 
his been i ejected with disd im 
We aie bound to till tho tale as we have 
leceived it , and, eonsideiiug tlie distance of the 
time, and piopensity of those thiough whose 
mouths it has passul to tho marvellous, this! 
could not be called a Scoliisli btoiy, nnlesi^ it 
manifebtod a tinge ot Scottish supotstitioji As 
Kiienswood appioachcd tho solitiry iountaiUt 
he IS said to have met with the following Slit|pi- 
lai adsenture —Ills liorse, winch was moving 
slowly foiwaid, suddenly lutciiuptcU its steady 
and comjiobcd pace, snoited, loaiod, and, tliougn 
uigcd by tho spin, ic fused to jnocced, as if some 
object of tciioi had suddenly pieseuted itsetf. 
On looking to the iouiitain, KaVeiibWOod dl8’» 
coined a fcmilo figure, dicssed in a white, or 
lathci giojish mantle, pliccd on the veiy spot 
on which Lucy Ashton hid xcclined While 
listcmiig to the latiL tile of lo\e Hib inono- 
dutu imjncssion was, that slio had tonjectiired 
by winch i)ath he would tiivcrso the park (Wi 
his depntuK, and jiliced hi i sc If at this welL 
known and sequesteud i)Iace of lendizvoiis, tO 
indulge liei own soiiow and his in a patting 
iiitcivicw III thi» belief bo jumped horn hia 
hoi e, and, nuking lU biidb iabt to a ties, 
w liked hastily towiids the foimUin, pionouti- 
ciug oagcily, yet iiiidei liib bioath, the words, 
* Miss Ashton ’ -Luc j • * 

Tho figure ttiiiicd as he acldiossed it, and dii* 
coveted to Ins woAdning c^cs the featUiOs, not 
of Lucy Ashton, but of old blind Alice Hie 
singulanty of liei diess, which rather rosetnuJed 
a shroud tlian the gaiment of a living womans 
tho appearance ol hci person, latger, as it St3Ctk<|k 
him, than it usually scorned to be-«above aR# 
the stiaugo circmn&tanoo of a bliud, and 

dooiepit perbon being found alono ana At A 
distance fiom hex habitation (comnderAhliU, if 
liei iniinnities be taken into account), 
to impiess him with a feeling of wonilttr gjp* 
preaching to fear As ho approached simk 
slowly ftoni hei seat, hold her ahnry^l^jA 
np as if to present his 
het withered lips moved fast, amlMUilsilli 
issned fiom them^ Bavehswuoa sfoppoa j ; 
as, after a moment's pause, ho agam AdvA 
towards her. Alice, or lifir annaritiOn. niov^ 




■,u'.-i, i r/:: m 


ffM.. 

if' 


...„, ^ _, Jlwti 'was -not of' 
^ df ^Vsbswood vetmiiQ^d 
vMd wlierbon he had stood when 
r js^l’ view of her. At length, 

: hw cosn*ajge, lie advahccd to the 
ii|[ ;thb figure had secmod to be 
Sifilther was there pressure of the 
/ other circumstance to induce him 
iat what he had seen ‘was real and 




had l^ot.^rtoohi^d'fiii^;^W^ 
learned, until Havens#^ |i 
then fotind too much amusQjn|^t 
retinue of the strangers to reiuM^'l^ 
to the cottage of Alice, Mcantiihfl 
of mind seemed to increase with tlii 





;^ho^ strange thoughts and confused 
jht'which awake in the bosom of one I 
hf., has witnessed some preter- 1 
'**'*'"*^ "’arance, the Master of Ravenswood 
towards his horse, frccjuently, how- 
J behind him, not without appre- 
expecting that the vision would 
Wm\t the apparition, whether- it w^aa 
rffiiher it was the creation of a heated 
d imagination, returned not again ; 
tid his horse sweating and terrified, 
„^cing that agony of fear with which 
of a supernatural being is supposed 
|(r^ the brute creation. The Master 
rode slowly forward, .soothing his 
time to time, while the animal seemed 
to shrink and shudder, as if expecting 
'^object of fear at the opening of every 
Tider, after a moment’s considciw- 
^S^Jyed to investigate the matter further. 
:^cs have deceived me,’ he said, ‘and 
Ae for such a space of time ?-~Or are 
infirmities but feigned, in order to 
hoWpassion ?— And even then, lier motion 
nbt that of a living and existing 
Must 1 adopt the popular creed; ana 
the unhappy being has formed a 
'lith*the powers of darkness? — I am 
^ “to bo resolved — I will not brook 
fii even from my owm eyes,* 

I uncertainty ho rode up to the little 




her body ; and, to use the phrase of'l^i 
only attendant, ‘ she prayed powerfidlj^JlL 
might see her master’s son once more; 
her warning.' She died just as the cli«j1|T 
distant vifiage tolled one ; and 


Temembcred, with internal sbuddering^^f 
had heard the cbiine sound tlirough^'^ 
just before he bad seen what he w,as UW 
disposed to consider as the spoetif^l 
deceased. > 

It was necessary, as Well from his 
the departed, as in common humanity 
tenifled attendant, that he should 
measures to relievo the girl from her 
situation. The deceas^, he undorst^*‘,^|[| 
expressed a desire to be buried in a ’ bo|i ’* 
churchyard, near the little inn of tha ^ 
Hole, called the Hermitage, or more oo^f^ 
Armitage, in which lay iiilen*ed sdi 
Ravenswood family, and many of their 
Ravenswood Conceived it his duto to gra^jTf 
predilection, so commonly found to exisfe'a^ 
the Scottish peasantry, and despatched' , 

the neighbouring village to procure tfie^"; * 
ance of some females, assuring her 
meanwhile, he w'ould himself remain wi^*" 
dead body, wdiich, as in Thessaly 
accounted highly unlit to leave without 
' Thus, in the course of a quarter 
little more, he found himself sitting a '^^i 
gimrd over the inanimate corpse of h^^V 
dismissed spirit, 'Unless his eyes had 
deceived him, had so recently manifest'' 
before him. Notwithstanding his-natb^® 
age, the Master w'as considerably alfehtlff; 
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pup^rtititious feelings which Ihe late inuidciit 
naturally inspired. His owu'aei-o sad enough, 
without the oAMg^emlion of sn])eniatuiftl teiror, 
eiuco ho found himself transferred from thoHitua- 
tioii of a biieeessful lover of Liiey Ashton, and 
an houoiiretl and lespeetiMi fiieiid of her father, 
into tlio melancholy and solitary guardian ot Die 
abandoned and forsaken eorpso of a conniion 
)or, 

e was relieved, however, from his sad ofiiee 
sooner than he eoiild reasomihly have e\i^eilc(l, 
considering t lie dihtanee hetwi\t the Inil ol the 
deceased and the \illage, and the ag<* and inlirin- 
ities of three old women, nlio eamc from ihenee, 
in military jduMw', to lelievegnaid upon the body 
of tho dolunet. On any other o(*easion t he sjieed 
of these reverend sil>yls uoiild liave been iniieh 
more modoiMto, for the lirst wa*. eighty yuii'. ol 
ago and upwartls, tlie seiond \Nas jiaialUii, and 
the third lame ol a leg Iroiii some a<‘( ident. J»ul 
the burial duties lendeied to the de'-e.ised, aie, 
to the Seottisli j»e.isaiit of either sex, a labour ot 
love. 1 know not whether it is fioiii the temper 
of the people, gr.i\e and enthusiaslie as it tei- 
taiiily is, or from the leeollcetion ol the aneient 
Catholic ojiiniuns, when llu* funeral lites weie 
always roiisMind as a jieriod of J<*sliv'al (o the 
living; hut feasting, gotnl ehoer, and even in- 
ebriety, were, and aie, the fiecjiiont aeeoinpaiii- 
menta of a Si“o1tish old-f.isln<med bui ial. 'What 
the fuuoial feast or diriju\ as it is called, ^^as to 
tliejnen, the gloomy piejiaiations of the dead 
body for tlie eoMin neie to the women. To 
straight tho contoited limbs iijion a board nsed 
for that melancholy inirjmse, 1(* aria}^ the eoipse 
in clean linen, and over that ni its woollen shroud, 
were o])erations eommitte<l always to the old 
matrons ol the village, and in wlneh they loinid 
a singular and gloomy di light. 

Tho old women paid the Master theii Mluta- 
tions with a ghastly smile, wliieli reminded him 
of the meeting belwixi Maebith and the witehe^ 
on the blasted heath ol Kones. He gave tlum 
some money, and reeoniim nded to them tlie 
charge of the dead body ol thu’r contenijmraiy, 
an oHico which they willingly underto(»k ; in- 
timating to him, at the same time, that In must 
leave tho hut, in order that they might begin 
tlieir mouinlul duties. Kaveiiswood readdy 
agicod to dejwil, only tarrying to m-ommend to 
them due attention to the body, and toref(*i\c 
informal ion where he wms to liml the sexton, or 
beadle, W'ho bad in charge tin deserted {bnieh- 
yard of the Armitagi*, in older to juejiare mallei 
for the reception ol old Aliee in tlie ]d lee of 
V 4 .‘posie Avhich she had si Iceled lor In rhclf, 

‘Yo’ll no be pinelied to 'ind out Johnnie Moil- 
dieiighj'said tlie elder siliy 1, and still her withered 
cheek bore a grisly sniih , ‘he dwells mar the 
Tod*« Hole, a bouse of tiilei tainment wbeie 
there has boon mony a blithe billing lor death 
and drink-draining aie near niighbouir, lo ane 
utiithor.’ 

*AVl and thatV eVn hue, eiimmei,' said tho 
kmehag* Jiropping heiself witli a eniloh which 
junnported tho shortness of lier left leg, ‘ lor I 
nund wln*n Ihe father of this Master of Raxmis- 
wood th^it is now standing befoio us, sticked 
yoUHg BlAokhall with his wdiingcr, for a w'rang 
skid pvrer their wine, or hr^ndy, or what j 

\ 


not—ho gaed iu as light aa a lark, and ho came 
out wi* his foot fdromostf 1 was at the Winding 
of the corpse ; and when the bUide was washed 
oir, he was a boniiiu honk of man’s body/ 

11 may easily he believed, that this ill-timed 
anecdote hastened the Master’s ])m*p‘>*iG ol" (jpiit- 
ting a comjiaiiy so oil omened and so odious. 
Yet, while walking to the tree to which his 
Innse was tied, iind busying himself with adjust" 
ing the girths ol tin* saddle, he could not avoid 
healing, through the hedge of th ‘ little gai’den, 
a <*oiiveisatioii resjieeting himself, bclwixt tho 
lame woman and the oclogeiiai iaii sibyl. Tho 
pail had hobbled into the garden to gather roso- 
n ly, Hontbermvood, me, and other ])lants 
uoper to bo stiewed iiinni the body, and burnerl* 
)y way ol Imnigaliou iii tlu,\f cliinm(‘y of yw 
1 id 1 ige. The paialytie w rrt<*b, almost cxliaustod 
by Ibe jonrney, was lett guanl upon the eorjiae, 
lest wileln‘s i>v fiends might jday their Sjiort 
willi it. 

The follow ing b)W' croaking dialogue was neces- 
sarily oveibeaid 1)) the Master ot llaveiiswood:--- 
‘ That’s a fresh and lull grown beinloek, Annie 
AYiiiiiie - mmiy a eiiininei lang syne wad liao 
sought mn* bettei horse to the o\ei hill and how*, 
tlnoiigh mist and inoonbgbl, and light down in 
tlie King (d‘ Kianee’s « ell u.’ 

‘Ay, cummer* but the very deil lias turned 
as haid-beaited now as the Lonl Keeper, and the 
giit folk that line buasts like wliinstaiie. They 
pri<*k us and they ]mie us, and they pit us ou 
the pinny-winkles loi witches ; ami, if I say my 
]iiax<*is liaekwciids ten times ower, Satuii will 
never gie me amends o’ them.’ 

‘Did je ever see the foul tbiif?’ askcvl her 
imiglibour. 

‘ Kii ' ’ rejdied the (dher s]>ok»*swomnn ; ‘but 
1 liow 1 Lie (In allied of liiin mony a time, nnci 
1 think llu* day will come they will bum me 
loi t. Ihit n(’(‘i mind, ennimei *,we b.ao this 
(hdlar ol the Master’s, and we’ll send donn lor 
buMil and for yill. loli.ieeo, and a drap brandy to 
bum, and a WiC piekh* sill siigai ami be there 
tied, or nae deil, lass, w(‘’ll bae a merry night 
o’t.’ 

Ifdo liei hat hern ilio]>s littered a sort of 
cackling, glia^ II V laugh, use milling, to a certain 
degiee, the eiy ol the s( n‘n h-ow I. 

* lie’s a (i.ink man and a lii‘e-hamled man,, 
the Master,’ s,nd Aimi(* Winnie, ‘and a eomely 
peisoiiage l)iod<lin ihe diontlu'rs, and narrow 
aioniid the Innyh's lu wad inak a hoiniie eoijise 
I wad like to liae tin* dieiking and winding 
o’ him.’ 

‘it is written on his hrow', Annie Winnie,’ 
retmned tlie oetogimai bin, her eonijianion, ‘that 
band of womiu, oi of man eilber, xvill never 
htiauglit Idm (lead-deal will never bo laid on 
bis Iwiek- make you your market of tJiat, for I 
h le it fine a sun* hand.’ 

‘ Will it he bis lot to die on thebattle-groimi3, 
Hien, Ailsie Horn lay ? —Will ho die by tho sword, 
Ol tJie ball, as bis lorcdiears boo dune beftrobim, 
mony anc o’ them ’ 

‘Ask nao niair (jnestions about it-«Jio'll no be 
graced sao far,’ replied the sage, 

*I ken ye are wiser than ilber folk, Ailsie 
Oourlay— Hut wdia toll’d ye this ?* 

‘ Fftslnia your tlmmbabout that, Annie Winnie,* 
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answered the aihyl— *I hac it frao a hand snro 

onetieh/ 

* Unt ye $aid ye novor saw the foul thief,* 
reiterated her inquisitive companion. 

* I Uao it frae as sure a hand,’ sai«l Ailsio, ‘and 
frao them that s])acd his fortune l)clor(* Ihc sark 
gaod ower his head.* 

‘ Hark ! 1 hear liis horse’s feet riding nff,’ said 
the other; 'they diuiiti sound as if good luok 
was wi’ them.* 

‘Mak haste, sirs,’ ciiotl tln^ paralytk ling from 
the cottage, ‘and let ns do \\lial is npcdln', and 
say what is fitting ; for if tin* (h'ad corpse hiiina 
straughted it will girii and thraw, and that uill 
fear the best 

Kavonswood A\ns now out of lioaiiug. ITc 
despised moat of^tho oidiuaiy j»rcjudic(a ahouf 
witcheraft, omens, and vntir 'inalion, to vlikh 
his age and eonntfy still gave aueh iinplitiL 
‘’credit, that to c\})resa a donht of them ^\as 
aeoonnteil a erime etpinl to tlic unbelief of Jews 
or Saracens; ho knew also that the ])Ie^aili.lg 
belief coiieerning \sitelies, ojierating upon the 
hypoehondriao Jiahits of those whom age, infiim- 
ity, and poverty rendered liable to suspicion, 
ami enforced by the fear of death, and the Js'ujgs 
of the most cruel tortures, often e\toitc<l those 
confessions wddeh encumher and disgi'acc the 
criminal records of Scotland during tJie sc\«*n- 
teenth contnry. IhiL the ^ ision oi tliat moining, 
whether real or imagiiiaiy, had imjircsscsl Ins 
mind with a siijicistitious haling which he in 
vain ondeavoftred to shake off. The iiatiiic of 
the busiiiosH which awaited him at tlic little 
inn, called Tod’s Iloh*, wljcrc he soon after 
arrived, was not of a kind to lestorc his 
sjurits. 

It was iicecssaiy he sliould sec ^loitsheugh, 
the sexton of the old hurial -ground at Aimitage, 
to arrange matteis for the tuneral ot Aliee ; and 
as the man dwell near the place ot hei late 
rc.sidenco, the Ma.sler, after a slight i<*frcshmeii1, 
walked tow'ard.s the jilaee wheie the body of 
Alice w^as to be depositeil. It was situated in 
the nook formed by llie eddying sweep of a 
stream which issued fiom the adjoining hills. 
A inde cavern in an aeljaeent lock, which, in 
the interior, was cut into the shape of a cross, 
formed the heniiilage, where some Savon saint 
had in ancient times done penance, and gixii 
name to the jdace. The lidi al>l)e\ ot (^ihling- 
haine had, in latter da>s, established a chapel iii 
the neighbourhood, of which no vestige was now 
visible, though the (-hiirchyaid which surrounded 
it was still, as ui>oii the presdiL oeeasion, used 
'for the interment of ])articiilnr jiersons. One or 
two sh?ittercd yeiv trees still gicw within the 
prociiiots of that wliicli had once been holy 
ground. Warriors and barons Inid been buried 
there of old, but their names w'eie forgotten, 
and their monuments demolished. The only 
sepulchral memorials which remained, w'ero the 
upright hoad8toi>cs which maiked the graves of 
persons t>f inferior rank. The abode of tho 
sexton was a solitary cottage adjacent to the 
ruined wall of the cemetery, but so low, that, 
with its thatch, which nearly reached tho ground, 
covered with a thick crop of grass, fog, and j 
house-leeks, it resembled an over^owm grav'o. I 
On inquiry, however, Ravenswood found that 
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the mah of the last mattock was absent at a 
bridal, l>eitig tiddler as well as gravedigger to 
tho vicinity. He therefore retired to the liltio 
iim, leaving a message that early next morning 
be would again call tor the i»crHon whose double 
oi'ciipcition <‘i>nnected him at once witii the 
hou>e of mounung and the house of feasting. 

An outiidcr ol the maiquis arrived at Tod*s 
Hole shortly alt<r, with a message, intimating 
that his ina*'l(‘i would join Ravciiswood at 
that jd.in* f)ii the following morning; and tho 
Master, who would otheiwise have proceeded 
to his old ietje.it at Woll’s Crag, remained 
there accordingly, to give meeting to his noble 
kinsman. 


cn irTER xxrn. 

Hamikt. -Ttas tills ftlknv no fielinR of his business? — 
ho sin>;s .it in.ihin^ 

Hoi A no.— C iistom h.ith ni idc it in Inm .x jiroptrtj of 
c.isiucss. 

Hamiei.- ' 1 is t'en ss : (In* h.uiil of little ciniiloymi nt 
ii.ith tho (l.iiiitu I s( 11.0. 

IJ \i\ii I \f .hf r. Sirne /. 

Thu sleep of Ravenswood was hiokcn by 
ghastly and agitating visions, and liis waking 
intervals disturbed liy melanelioly refiections on 
the jKist, and ])aintul nntieijiations of the future. 
He was ]k ihaps the only tiaveller who ever slept 
in that misciabh* kennel without eomplaiuiug of 
his lodgings, or fetling inetmvenienee Irom their 
tlelieieneies. It is when ‘the mind is free tho 
htsly’s delicate.' Morning, however, found tho 
Master an early riser, in hopes tliat the flesh air 
of the dawn might atToiil the relreslmient which 
night had lefused him. He took his way toward 
the solitary hurial -giouud, v\hieh lay about half- 
a mile from the inn. 

Tho thill blue smoke, whieh already began to 
eiiil iijiward, and to distinguish the cottage of 
tho living fiom the halutation of the dead, 
ajijirised liim tliat its iiiinate had ictiiincd and 
v\.is ,1irring. Aeeordingl} , on cntc‘i ing tlie little 
(hnnliv.ud, he saw the old man labouring in a 
halt-madp grave. My destiny, thought lUvens- 
w'ood, si'cnis to lead me to S( cues of tato and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and they 
sh.ill not master me. I v^ill not again suifer my 
im.igiii.ition to beguile my seii^es.- Tiie old man 
lested on his si»ade as lln- Master api>roached 
him, as if to receive his commands ; and as he 
did not iinmedintely siieak, the sexton oiX'ued 
the discourse in liis own v\a3\ 

‘Ye will le a wedding customer, sir, I’so 
warrant ’’ 

‘ Wliat makes you think so, friend ? ’ replied 
the Master. 

‘I live by tw*a trades, sir,’ replied the blithe 
old man ; ‘ tiddlc, sir, and snado ; filling tlio 
world, and emptying of it ; and 1 suld ken baith 
cast of customers by head-mark iu thirty years’ 
jiraetiee.* 

‘ You are mistaken, however, this morning,’ 
replied Ravonswood. 

‘Am I ? ’ said the old man, looking keenly at 
him ; ‘ troth and it may bo ; since, for as brent 
os your brow is, there is something sitting upon 
It this day, that ia as near akin to death is to 
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wadlodc"" Wool, tlip and sbovol 

are ad leady to joui oiJti as Low atid liddlo ' 

' I TVish you/ Slid K ivniswood, * to look aftci 
the decpnt intnimnt of an old woiuan, Alice 
Gray, who lived at the Ci ugJoot lu llivciiswood 
Talk ' 

*Ah(( Gii\ ' hliiid AIk ’ ii I the S(\ton 
‘and IS slio gnu il list / Ih it s inothii |(>w )1 
thf hill to bid im bt ii id} 1 iinii 1 wluii 
Habbie Gi i} biought lui down to Ibis luid i 
likely lass slii w is then, lud 1 > »lv< d o\ti lui 
8 nithlaml nose it us i I li w Iw i piidt gd i 
ilowncotne And is die r in ginc / 

* She died } ( stci d ly, s u I It iv ( iisw ood ‘ ind 
desiiedto be bunt I htic, liesnh liii liushiiil, 
you know when hi 1 ms nidtuht/ 

‘Konwhcii In lies/ inswiit 1 tin ton, with 
nation il mine turn ol usiimse ‘1 ^tn wmit 
a body lies, tint Insli u Ibitvt wtu ^t dang 
0* licr giavc ^ T id In Ip u —it s n i in oi luni 
grave tint will 1 uiMuiin it is tun lint lolk 
Biid of Aim in n i mil di\^ in I if I i u I > 
BIX fott dic]> ind i w 111 (ks gi i\i sliouldni 
be an ineh nnii ibb oi hci uii vnt li (uiniinis 
would soon wJuil Ini out of Ini slnoiid In i 
then aiild atfjuiintum — iinl bit siv bit, oi 
be t three, w h i s to p i} t Ik iu iKing o t, 1 jn ly 

yp? 

‘ I will pi} that 111 } fin iid ainl all u isoinbh 
ohiigcs * 

* K( isoiiable dnigt'. ? ’ sii 1 tin st \(on ‘ou, 
theic s giund mill ind b 11 sdln (llioiit,li tin 
bills In dvcn nit doibt) in I tli< kit indinv 
diyswiik in I tnv bit in ml s nnc blind} 
and }iU 1> tin diigic T ini no Ibinking tint 
jouianintn li i, titi da nil}, undn si\U<n 
pund Scot 

‘ riicio IS the inoiK} iii\ fiKiid,’ Slid Kivnis 
wood, ‘ ml soil! thin^ o\n U suit vt n know 
tlu gllM 

‘ Y( 11 be am o liti J nglisb idilions 1 st 
waiiaiit, s. id tin h ii} iii in of kiills I liu 
lieiid slic mil Hid ill bd w bti slitim, it w is 
V or y light t ) Il t h 1 1 111 on tin 1 mil wlnii dn 
was living, and il s M n light tt gi In i dt ml 
Imiial nnv slits (hid, loi tints i malt i o 
credit to yoiiisd i ithu th m to lui Jdknnv 
let tlioir km lie I sbilt Id tin ms Is when tb > 
fill alivi', and » in In ii tin Inndui of thru nu 
lusloings, but its 111 mmitmil thiiiw' to hi 
thmn he hnii d Jik( do-'s win i i ih< dr*- tcdil 
t) th( Lindi(d wbitk ns the d( od (oipsi 
alniit it /’ 

‘ ^ on would mt bin mgleit tlnii 

r UIloiis 0 1 i ludil o asion iitithe siil 
Jlavernwood who wi innstd with the ]>io 
fosjional liintitin o( the t^iavediggn '* fdiil 
anthiO)>v 

The old mm ci’^t iq ‘«bnp giev- t}ts with 
a shrewd sinil is n h imdi i stood tlu pst, but 
instantly tontinm i, witli Ins lorrini £,i ivit\ 
‘Biidalb win w id n dut bidils tint hid 
ony lejjard f>i Iibniding tb rntb/ To bo 
thoy suld Ik niduilid with all marimr 
ot ptoiod ebeei, an I iinditi^ ol in nds, «ii d 
tnnvieal wratiumcnt, Imp, si kl iit, ml psal 
t&ty } 6ir gufte Mdk and pipes, when tlnst auld- * 
Jiiuitiumoiits of melody aio hard to be 

♦tie ineSieitO^ <?f the fiddle, I daio9ay,’ieplicd 


Eavon^^ndd, * would atone for thfu/abs^uee of all 
otheis/ 

The sexton again looked sharply tip at Idni, as 
he answered, ‘Nae doubt— nao doubt— tf it weie 
well played, but yonder,* lie <iaid, as if to 
eliiiige the disiouist, ‘i& JFIalbcit Gidy’s lang 
b lUK, th it ye wtit spcciing fUr, pist iuo thud 
boiiroik bt}ond tin nimklc through stano that 
stmd on sa\ hgs }ondci, al line some ane of 
tlu Kutnswoods , loi time is moii} of then kiu 
and iollov ns Ikk dcil lilt th m t though it 
isni pist tbni mini bmiil plan 

* lli(> arc no iavouiiles, then, of yours these 
Rivniswoods? siid the Mask , not imich 
}> 1 ( is(d with the passing beiiedi#tioti whi( h was 
lliiK bestowed on Ins i mill} and iiamt 

I knmi will should iivoip tlnrn,’ said the 
^ iiig^ 1 ‘wlnn till} bad Inuls and powei, 
tiny VMK ill pinhs of tlmu biith, and now 
tin 11 Ik 1 I s (b wn theu s Uw < aie bow hmg the} 
m 1} \ of lifting it igain ’ 

Inhod’ svil liivtnswood, ‘I ucvei licaid 
tb it tins unlni»p\ i unil} dcscivcd ill will at the 
Inn I of Hull coiinti} 1 gmit then jiovcity— 
it tint inidn tlinn (Oiitmiptible * 

‘ It will giiig a 1 ii w ly till t, sard the se^iorr 
ol IItimitag( ‘}e nis} I ik in} woidfoi that 
it lexst, 1 kdi rnt tiling list that suld niak 
111} SI 11 contemptible, and folk ne lar fiao u 
spiling me is tiny "id do if 1 livid m v 
tw i loffid si'ittd III iisi But as foi the Kivcns 
wools 1 liK siiii Ihioi giiKiitioiis of them, 
dill mi i ) nimd othi i ^ 

I Ihoii^hf till} bid e’ ]o}cd a fan eliaiactci 
in t)ie (onntiv sj 1 llun ib sn nd mt 

‘(bnattn’ On }( see sii, siid the sexton, 
‘ IS i n tin uild gudisiit bod} of a loid, 1 livid 
on bis 1 Liid wli n 1 vv is i sw inking} on ngehidd, 
ml coull Jni lliwn tin tuimpit wi ou}bod}, 
foi I Ind wind nu mb tiuu— intl toiuliiiig tins 
tiumpdn M n i ( * th it I but lit nd xday aloie 
till loid of tin til uit 1 w id li lu made me 
iiiin o him thin ol a hum md i haw ]>te whistle 
- 1 d( 1 } Inni to 111 1 1 i}id ‘ lb>ot and saddle,” 
Ol P >1 ( iiid iw IV <1 tnllints, (ometiot, 
will nu li( h idn i Hu toms 

but wh t 1 iM tin 5 1 ^ Id Loid Ravens 
vvoid my i ii nd nl tli Jilistn, who, with 
in iiiMii} 11 t inmilunl in Ins nuUmstanns, 
v\ IS th nous (I pis (uling lilt u'usieian s lust 
tojiK ‘UJiif Jnd J is nu 11101} to do with the 
digimiu} oi tit iinmjKtmiisK /' 

‘ Tusl tin sn answnel tlu sfvton, ‘Ihcif I 
lost III} will I in In ‘nvitt \t bee I was 
til nip ill it till tistli ind Ji iil ullimaiioo for 
hlawing li 1 I ik ( f di} and at dinner finie, 
Hid otiu i whili s will n tin it w is lompany about, 
an I it phased ni} Im 1 , md whin he raised his 
iiiilitii to I ipn iwa 111 Jtoflivvill Bug against 
the wiang In iiinl vv i tlnid AMiigs, I hebotcd, 
Ti istm 01 iiani, to mnnt a hoi so and capejp aw a 
wt Ihirn 

‘And veiy irasonable,* said llavenAwood ; 
‘}ou wtii his SUV mt and v issal.* 

SSenito], SI} yo?’ itplicdthe aextonj^ftnd 
so I was -but i 1 was to blaw fol}c to their Warm 
dinnri, oi at the waist to a docent kirkyaid, 
and no to bkiil them away to a bltudy bkue^sido, 


* [Note L, Trumpets Margie at gheriffmuh J 



' " TJtM 6Slt>M 0» tAMmUMOOA 4$S 

r a .1, v . I 

-wliete in^as dfi^ A bedral but tho boodad wood, that was far waur than evci his father 
01 aw. B)ttt bide ye— yo shall hear ulut tarn >\as ' 

o’t, a^d htt^W far I am bund to b< berhsmau to ‘^\hat/ sxid the Master, *did my fathu I 

the Ravenawoods —Till t, jc see, \\c gud on a im in, did Ins lathe is son — this last Loid 

biaw idinmer inorwng, Uventy lomth of Iiine, ]ri\(jm\o()d dqunc }ou of what the bounty of 
sixteen bundled and serntymm, ol i the hislillwi illo\Md>ou/’ 

days of the month and yiai dimn, he it S\y iioth did 1 m ' aiiswcied tho old man J 
guns rattled — hoiscs \nk<d aiul ti iinjilcd M< in loot Ins ill ms giiig to the dogs, and 
Jliokstoun of Rathilkt keepit the 1)11^^ wi kt iii tin SuWilliim \sht on on us that Mill 
musket and cainbinc and pike, suoid ind ^le nn lluii^ 1 n nittlnii^ iiul ]ust ii moved me 
siylho foi wlut 1 ktn, ml v\< lioisrindi win and i tho pun ti< itines that hid hitt and soup 

01 del od down to e loss it tin loid, 1 hiti ioids m th< (isth and i In h t) ]uit mu heads in, 

at a limes, ht i1k< wlnn time s llioi sands ol wlmi things win in tin nild w ly 
aimed men on tin othii sidi Tlien w is nild *11 loid Havinswoul pioticled Ins people, 
lUvenswood 1)1 iiidisliuiw' 1ns Indiiw liiiiii it iii) fiund, wlnli In Ind tin im ins ci doing 
the head, and ( i\ 111 ' to us to e line uulbinkU > I tlnnl thq mi„ht sj iie his memory,' 
to, as it w< hid n Ml ^inn to i Ini tin it wi i ^li d tin M isli i 

(’’akb Bikhiston thit i living id Huiiisliin^ jk wthtinc to \oui im oy inion, sii,* 

111 tlio jtn, md swelling (to,^ ml Mi,; ^ In ‘•nd tin st\loii I ul y vnnn [tiMiadc mo 
would put sU 1 tliioiiv^dj til Ills tl ( n_y niiii lint li dnl Ins duty iitln i lilnnsil oi to Im/ 
tint tuiiud hiillo time w i^» yonn^ Allm pin dtpinl iittieiluns ju pinlni^ ii the /nit 
Itwcnswood th it w IS tin 11 islt i wi il ml d In his d ut ht n i^ht Ji u gi ii m lilt eiit 

pistol 111 his hiinl il w is i nn i y it ud in tnl tl tin I i 1 >» o in lists nid y mis and me, 

all, oiyiiig to im lliil liul st mo is nnnli tints in luhl mm linn/ in >oii mistiihle 
wind kit as smvo tli intt ssiiy pin p> t oi ]ii\ < il ni thtl littti i i tin tk id t) ui tin t]iink, 

am lungs, ‘ Sou 11 I von p>lti ui f sniid \ u ' ml killt 1 ni ilnuiuilist ml lolm Smith in 

dainned tow ndly villnn ti I will 1 low v )Ui n\ dniih lit nnilin^ md In^ window gla/on, 

1)1 iins out ' mil, 1 > ] ( im 1 lliw sn | luis | ii 1 i I ii 1 uniswt id /ui h d hio y ai like 

ol VMii, that the sn lu^h oi id liuiuii w is i lul ’ 

miisietothnn H is Mit < o Inn sul Iluinswood, eon- 

''Well, sn, (lit dll tin shoit, slid Kueii nn stn k tin pinlli s li (\tlivagaine 

wood • (\t lid I ii I ivi 11 1 tin ] Kiltj. il s own sullfiings * 

‘Slniit’ I Ind likt t)hio hitii tut shoit 11 imm ml tli i \t( ii tin > mini, man 

inysd’, in tin 11 iw i i iii> > uith is S iijtuit 11 n is Id t t > i en c n } wi in in tin hale 

sayt) , md lint tin \ m tlnng lint 1 t m{>l ii t i Ins 1 iiidii 1 

o — \\ocP into tin witn w( 1 In \( I i tt> IinlteiM aitl lljMjiwod, *why hould 
splash, Intis owti h ul it ti ii n hoist y t n sii}>pose so < 

(hiving on uiillni is is tin w i> of built hi ist'^ * lht> ^ly 1 1 i ibnit to ninp the duighfer 

and jidtis lint Int I*, htllo list tlio \tiy tiflcdly Ashtt u iinllttlni h tklyslni) get Ins 
biishts oji the itlni snh wtie ibkt/i vw tin In id iint uinlei ini o tti, nnl stt you if she 
Hashes of fin ^^hlg guns, md luy hoi si Ind wiani gic Ins mek i Ihi iw St n i i bit, it I 

lust taeii tho giiiinl, wli n i hlukivisid west wtii him —1ft Ini il nn in hiiulm^ a thing m 

land caiJo I wid niiinl Iht Jiei o him i het w iti i lint di iws inn lin Si( the VMist 

Inindied yens ytt ni et li»t a i ill iil n v i h 1 slnlJ wi h tl i 1 nl is lint In liny tike 

and a be ud as lioid is luy •■Innel 1 1 1 | | I tho In uii ei dit il 1 i til t) I ml illy linnst I wi' 
end o’ liib ling hliik gun wuliin i iiinitii’s his Iithei s (inniiis tint lia\( t ikni his hioad 
lenigtli o my lug ' by tin glut o "\Iti \ Ihi liiids md iii> 1 r nun lail\ml liorn the Iiwiul 

hoise swaned louinl iiid I hll ail it tin t n owin is theifoi 

Side as tho billihistlt 1 hv it th titlni ml ftiviiitfs niitfly iMiiuks IhiL Jlattciy la 

the fell auld hud to>k tin \Mng such i sw ml ])le ising (mii Iktii tin nioiitli ot i madman; 
wi* Ins bioidswt id tint In miih two pi o iinl ifiisim is well i jii iisi , oltt n ailcctS us, 
his head, and down Jell lb •liutUin wx a Ins whih wt disjnse tin opinion and motives on 
bouk abiint iiu ’ w Inch it is t undid md i xjutssed Kavenswood, 

*You WM( iiilni ol lig( I Lo the old lorn, 1 ihuijitly itilMiting his ((iinimul that Alices 
thmki' said Ravtnswood iuiiti il should 1 1 itteudcd lo, iliing away liom 

*Was I? m> ceitie • lust foi hmigmg me tin (\ton,^nndei tin pniiful impiCabiou tl ftfc 

into ]eopaidy, would I iiould I ml tlnii ioi iln gn it *is wdl s the smill vulgai. would 
wbomlmg a thnkloii iln tiji o nn, Ihil ding t nnk ot Ins Mi/igeimnt with Lucy like this 
the veiy wind out o mv 1 )d\ ? 1 li t Iini ignoi mi md srliish p( is nit 

$hott breathed ivm sm(< an I f un i guig *Ainl I hive stoi pod to subject myself to 

twcjity yaido without pfglnng hkt i imlhi this( lalunimcs, and am Kjctlfd iiotwitlistaud 
aivoi. Ul ’ liiify, yom faith must be tMio and 

'Yfu lost, then, yom place as tiumjetii? pciket as tin diamond, to e oiiipi iisato. foi tlie 

said Ravf^nswood di lionmir wliicli mens ojunions, and the (on* 

*Lofet it* to b< SHIP I lost it,’ K plied tin diiol of ^oui inothci, ittaeh lo the heu of 

sexton, ‘foi I couldiii Lac jiliyed jmiv upm a Kavenswood 

dry hiiiuloe-k but I nngbt hae clmio wed As he raised Ins eyes, he beheld tht Mai quH 
cnouch, foi 1 kccpit tho wige and the fieo of A—, who, having aimed at tho Tods 
hou$e, and little to do but play on tho liddlo Hole, had walked foith to look foi Lis kins- 
to thepn, but for Allan, last Lord Ravens nun. 
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After mutuftl meetings, ho made some apolo^ 
to the Master for not coming forward on tno 
preceding evening. 'It was his wish/ he said, 
‘to have done so, Init he*]iad come to tlie 
knowledge of sorno matters which induced him 
to delay his purposp. I find,’ Iv) }»rdocc(lod, 
‘there has been a lovo alhur hero, kinamaii ; 
and though I might blame you lor not ha\ing 
coinmiimcated with me, as being in some degree 
the ehief of your family' 

‘With your lordship’s ]>eriiiib8ion,' said Ka- 
veuswood, ‘I am deenly grateful for the in- 
terest you are pleased to take in me —but I 
am the chief and head of my family.' 

‘1 know it - I know it,' said Iho niarqui.M ; 

‘ ill a strict heraldic and genealogical sense, you 
certainly are s(»— AVhat T mean hi, that being 
in some meabure under my guard iaiisliip' — 

‘I must take the liberty to say, my lord,' 
answered Raveuswood -and the tone in whieli 
he internii»ted the maKiin'i boiled no hmg 
duration to the friendship of the noble lebitives, 
when lie himself was interrupted by the little 
sexton, who came pulfing after them, to ask if 
their honours would choose music at the change- 
house to make up for shoit elieer. 

‘ We want no music,' said the Master abruptly. 

‘Your honour disiia ken what ye’re lefusing, 
then,* saiil tin* fiddler, with the impertinent 
fi*eedom of his jirofession. ‘I can play ‘‘Wilt 
thou do’i again,” and ‘‘The Auld Man’s Mear’s 
Bead,' sax times better than ever Tattle Ihrnje.* 
ril get my liddle in the tinning of a eoffin- 
scrow.* 

‘Take yourself an ay, bir,’ said the inaripiis. 

* And if your honour be a not th-eoiintiy geutle- 
mau,’ said the peisp\eriiigmiiibtiPl, ‘nhilk Iw^ad 
judge from your tongue, I can ]»l.iv “liiggeiam 
Oosh,” and “ Mulliu I)hu,” and “The I'ummeis 
of At hole,” * 

‘Take yourself away, friend; you iuterrupt 
OUT oonver.sotioii.’ 

‘Or if, under your hoiiom’s favour, ye should 
liappen to be a thought honest, I eun play ’ (tins 
in a low and eontideiitial tone) ‘ “Killieeraiikie,” 
and “The King shall hae hi.s ain,” and “The 
Auld Stuarts back again,” — and tlio ivife at the 
change-house is a decent, discreet body, neither 
keus nor cares what toasts are <li".n*ken, and what 
tinios aro ])layed in her lions,* —she’s <leaf to 
a‘thiUg but the clink o’ the s’ilcr.’ 

The "marquis, wdio W’as sometimes Fiiapeetcd of 
Jacohiiism, could not helj) laughing as he threw 
tlie follow a dollar, and liid him go pla;v to the 
servauia if he had a mind, and leave them at 
2 >eace, 

‘Aweel, geutlenien,’ said he, ‘T am wishing 
your honours gude-d.ij I’Jl be a’ tlie better of 
the dollar, and ye’ll be tin* waur of w'autiiig the 
music, ^Tso tell y\ ihit Tse gang hame, and | 
Qnish the grave in tlie timing o’ a tiihlle-striiig, 
lay by iny spade, and then get my tother bread- 
winner. and aw'a to your folk, atnl see if they hae 
be^tt^r lugs than their masters.’ 

a celebrated tiddler and soncistor of 
Kiaghogfi),*«-$6e Allan Ramsay’s ColUctcd Edition 


CHAPTER XXm 

True love, an thou be true, 

'I'hou hast ane kittle part to playt 
hoi fortune, fashion, fanby, and thou 
Maun strive for many a day. 

I \e kon’d 1)> mony a friend '.s tale, 

Kai letter by this heart of mine, 

What time and cliang^c of fan''y avail 
A true-love knot to untwine. 

Hendfksoun, 

‘I WISHED to tell you, my good kiusuiaii,* 
said the inarquih, ‘now that we are quit of that 
imperfinent fiddler, tliat 1 liad tried to discuss 
thus love affair of yours w itli Sir William Ashton’s 
daiighier. I never saw the young lady but for a 
few niiniite.s fo-dijy ; so, being a stranger to her 
personal merits, I pay a corniiliment to you, and 
offer lur no olfciicc, in saying you might do 
better.’ 

‘ My lord, I am much indebted for the interest 
y^ou have takt n in my nfliiirs,’ said UaveiiFWOod. 
" 1 did not intend to have troubled you in any 
mattci concerning Miss Ashton. As my engage- 
ment uitli that joung lari} li<is ivachcd your 
loidshiji, I can only say, that you must neceb- 
.sarily siqipose that 1 uas aware of the ohjections 
to my manning into her IuIIki's family, and of 
com so must have been completely satistied with 
the reasons by whieli tluse objeetions arc otcr- 
balanced, since 1 liavc laoeeedisl lj far in tlie 
matter.’ 

‘Kay, Master, if you had heard me out/ said 
Ills noble relation, ‘ >ou miglit have spared that 
observation ; for witliout questioning that you 
had leasons which seemca to you to counter- 
balance every otluv ob.staele, 1 set mjself, by 
o\ery means iliat it became me to use towards the 
Aslitoiih, to pcibuade them to iiii'ct your view's.’ 

‘I am obligi-d to your lordship lor your 
unsolicited iiilerccsbioii,’ said Kavenswood ; 
‘especially as I am sure yonr lordsliij) w’ould 
iii*\er cany it lu^oiid the bounds which it heeamo 
me to use.’ 

‘ Of that,’ .said the inaiqiiia, *yoii may be con- 
fident ; I myself felt the delicacy of the matter 
too much to i>Iaee a gciitli'iiiaii iicaily connected 
with my house in a degrading or duliious situa- 
tion with tlnse Ashtons. Jhit I jiointed out all 
the aihaiit.igcs of their inariying their daughter 
into a house so holtourable, and so nearly related 
ivitli tin* first in Scotlfind ; T explained the exact 
degree of i^'lntioiishij) in whieli the Ravonswoods 
stand to ourM-lvea ; and I even hinted how 
political ma tiers were like to turn, and what 
cards would he tumifis next pailiauiont. I said 
I legarded 30U as a son -or a nephew, or so — 
rather than as a move distant relation; and that 
I made yonr affair entirely my ow'ii.’ 

‘And w'hat was tlie issue of your lordship's 
exjilauation ^ * said Raveiisw ood, in soiuo doubt 
w'hetlier he should resent or express gmtitude 
for his interference. 

‘ Why, the hord Keeper would have listened 
to reason,’ said the marquis ; ‘he is rather un- 
willing to leave his jilace, which, in the present 
view of a change, must bo vacated ; and, to say 
truth, ho seemed to have a liking for you, and 
to be eensible of the general advantage to be 
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attained by Mu6h a match. But his lady, who is 
ion#fue of th^ trump, Master ’ 

* What of tady Ashton, my lord « * said liavous- 
wood; ‘let me know the issue of this extra- 
ordinary conference— I can hear it.’ 

*• 1 am glad of that, kiiusman,’ said the inai (juis, 

* for 1 am ashamed to tell you Iwilf wliat she said. 
It is enough — her mind is made up -and Ihc 
mistress of a first-rate Imvj ling-bcliool couhl not 
have rejected witli more haughty iiidifieienec the 
suit of a half-jviy liisli ofliecr, ])oseeehmg j>cr- 
mission to wait upon the heiress of a West India 
planter, than Lady Ashloii sjairned every i>ro- 
posal of mediation which it could at all hecoiiie 
me to offer in behalf of \ou, my good kinsman. 
1 cannot guess what she means. A moic lionour- 
ahlo counexioii slvf could not lorm, that’s cei'tain. 
As for money and land, that used to he her Inis- 
baiid’s business ratlin than hem ; 1 really think 
she hates you for liaving the laiik which her 
husband has not, ami perhaps tor not liaving the 
lands that her goodman has. But I .should only 
vex you to say more about it — here we are at the 
change-house.’ 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as ho eiitei ed 
the cottage, which reeked through all its crevices, 
and they were not few, from ihc excriions of tlio 
iiiaripiis’s travelling-cooks to sup[)ly good cheer, 
and sjiread, as it w'cre, a table in tlie wildciuess. 

‘My lord inaKpiis,’ said llavenswood, ‘I 
alreaiiy mentioned that accident has put your 
lordship ill possession of a secret which, with my 
Consent, shoifld ha\e roinauied one even to you, 
my kinsman, for sonic time. Since the secret 
was to part from niy own custody, and that of 
the only ]>erson besides wdio was interested in it, 
I am not sorry it should liave reached your lord- 
ship’s cars, as being fully aw’are that you are my 
noble kinsman and fiiend.’ 

‘You may hclie\c it is safely lodged with me, 
Master of Kay'enswood,’ said tlic manjuis ; ‘but 
I should like w'ell to hear you say that you 
renounced the idea of an alliaiiee which you 
can hardly pm sue w'ithoiit a certain degree of 
degradation.^ 

‘Of that, my lord, I shall judge,* answ^ered 
Kavonswood, ‘and, I hope, w'itli delicacy as 
sensitive as any of my friends. But I have no 
engagement with Sir William and Lady Ashton. 
It is with Miss Ashton alone that I have entered 
upon the subject, and my conduct in the matter 
shall be entiicly luled by hers.^ If she contii ih't 
to prefer me in my poverty to the wealthier suitors 
whom her friends recommend, I may well make 
some sacrifieo to her sincere afiection — 1 may 
well SOTender to her the less tangible and less 
palpalde advantages of birth, and the decii-rooted 
prejudices of family hatred. If Miss Lucy Asht on 
should change her mind oii a subject of .such 
delicacy, I trust my friends will he silent on my 
disappointment, and I shall know how to make 
my enemies so.’ 

‘Spoke like a gallant young nobleman,* said 
the maftuis ; ‘ for my part, I have that regard 
for you that I should be sorry the thing went on. 
This Sir William Ashton was a inetty enough 
pettifogging kind of a lawyer twenty years ago, 
and betwixt battling at the bar, and leading in 
committees of parliament, he has got w^ell on — 
the Darien matter lent him a lift, for he had good 




iutolligence and sound views, and sold uiu in 
time-^ut the best work is had out of him. No 
govcniinont will take him at his owm, or rather 
his wife’s, extra%'agant valuation ; and hetwixt 
his indecibion.and her insoleiiee, from all I can 
guess, ho will outsit liis market and bo had cheap 
when no one will bid for him. I say nothing of 
Miss Ashton ; but I assure you a connexion with 
her father will be neither useful nor ornamental, 
beyond that jiart of your fiilher’s spoils wdiich 
he may bo ]»revaijid upon to disgoigo by way of 
toeher-good and take my woid lor it, you W'ill 
get more if you have spirit to hell the eat with 
him in the House of IVeis. -And 1 will he the 
man, eousin,’ continued his lonlship, ‘wdll eouiso 
the fox for you, and niakt* him rue the day that 
ever he jelusisl a coni]>osition too honourable 
foi him, and juiiposed by me on the hehall of a 
kinsman.’ 

There was sometlnug in all this, that, as it 
weie, overslioL the maik. Kaveiisw ood could not 
disguise tioin himself that his noble kinsman 
liad more nasoiis for faking oileiiec at the recep- 
tion of his suit, than legarded liis interest and 
honour, yet he could ncillnr complain nor he 
sur]>rLscd that it should be so. fie eontented 
biiiiself thereloie with icjicatiiig, Ibat his attach- 
ment was fo Miss Ashton jicrsonally ; that lie 
desiied neitiKi wealth nor aggi aiidiyeinent from 
her lathei's means and influonce ; and that 
not lihig should pit vent liis keeping liis engage- 
ment, c\eri)ting lier own ex])iess desire that it 
should be leJimpiishcd and ho requested as a 
fdvoiii that the matter might bo no more men- 
tioned liotwKt them at present, assuring the 
Maiquis of A — that he should be his confidant 
in its piogicss or its inter rupt ion. 

The marquis soon had moio agreeable, as well 
as more interesting sub joets on wdiieli to eon verse, 
A loot- post, who had iol lowed him from Kdiu- 
burgh to Kavonswood (\isilo, and bad traoed his 
stojis to the Tod’s Hole, brought him a packet 
laden with good news. The jiolilioal calcula- 
tions of the marquis had proved just, both in 
London ami at Edinburgh, and ho saw almost 
within liis grasp the pie - ominenoe for wdi4‘h 
lie had panted. - The refroslimorifs wdiieh the 
servants had piejiared were now init on the table, 
and an ojiieiirc would perliajis have enjoyed 
them with additional zest, tiom the contrast 
wliieli Mieh tare afforded to tlio miserahle cobitt 
in which it was served up. 

The turn of conversation corresponded with 
.and added to the social feelings of the company. 
The niaiqiiis expanded with ])leasuro on the 
power which probable ineidonta w'ero likely to 
assign to him, and on the use which he hoped 
to make of it in serving his kinsman Kavonswood. 
Kav^mswood could hut repeat the gratitude 
which he really felt, even when he considered 
the topic as too long dw^olt npon. The wiilo 
was excellent, notwithstanding its having been 
broiight ill a runlet from Edinburgh ; and the 
habits of the marquis, when engaged witli such 
good cheer, were somewhat sedentary. And so 
it fell out that they delayed their Journey two 
hours later than w^as their original purpose* 

‘ But what of that, my good young friend ? * 
said the marquis; ‘your castle of Wolfs Crag 
is but five or s^x miles’ distancoi and will afford 






the same hospitality to your kinsman of A — -- 
that it gave to Uiis same Sir William Aslitoii. 

' Sir William took the castlo by storm,’ aitld 
Ravenswood, ‘and, like many a victor, had little 
reason to congratulate himself on his ooiniuest.’ 

* Well, well < ’ said Lord A , whoso dignity 

was something lelaxcd ])y the wine he liad 
drunk,--* 1 see I must bribe you to harbour me. 
— (Jome, pledge mo in a bumper health to the 
last young lady tliat slept at Wolf s Crag, and 
Jiketf her cpiartcis. —My bones are not so lendtT 
as hers, and I am resolved to oecu]»y lier apait- 
moiit to-niglit, that 1 may judge liow hard the 
couch is that love can sf)ften.’ 

‘Your lordshij) inaycliooso what ponaiiee you 
])lease,* said lliiveiiswood ; ‘but I assure you. I 
should expect my ohl servant to hang h»m'-elf 
or throw liimselt from the bjltlemeiits slnudd 
your lordshij) visit him so ime\p *(‘tedly 1 
do assure you, wo are totrdly and literally uu- 
l)rovided.’ 

Ihit his declaration only bi ought fiom his 
iiohle i)atron an aasurauce of his own totil in 
ditfcrcnce as to every species of aceominodatioii, 
and his determination to s-’c the tower of Wolfs 
Crag. His ancestor, he said, Jiad been toasted 
thcie, wdieii lie went f irward with tin* then Loid 
Ravenswood to tin* latal battle of Flodden, in 
which they both fell. Thus haul piesscd, tin* 
Master oflei cd to ride forward to get matters ])Ut 
in such ])rc|>aidtion as lime and circumstances 
admitted ; but the inanpiis ])rot<’sted his kins- 
man must allbrd him his ooiiij)any, and would 
only eoiise lit tliat an avant-eouiier slunild eaiiy 
to th<* de<> tilled seneschal, (J.ileb llalderstoii, the 
unex])ectul news of this invasion. 

The Master of llavtiiswood soon after aceom- 
lauicd the mai<iuis in his cariiage, as tin* Litter 
lad ju'oposed ; and when tliey heeamo better 
aouuaiutcd in the progress of the journey, In^ 
iiohlo relation explained the vety liberal view i 
whicli he entertained tor Isis idatioifs ])reli*i- 
ineiit, ill case of the sin cess of his own isolitnal 
Hcliemes. They lelatcii to a .vcict ami highl^V 
important commission beyoinl wa, which could 
oi>lybe eiili listed to a peison (»f lank, and talcml, 
ami perfect conlidciice, and wJiich, as it ii*c|iiiic I 
great trust and reliance on tlir c nvoy emi)h>ycd, 
eoiild not hut prow both lion iumoIcj and advan- 
tageous to him. We need not enter into tin* 
nature and jmrposo of Uiii commission, farther 
than to aecpiaint our readcis that the cliaige was 
ill ])roope(*t highly acceptable to the Ma‘-U*r of 
Ravenswood, who li'*ilecl with pleasuie tho hojie 
of emerging Jiom his ])r<*si*nt state of indigence 
Mild inaction, into in Icpendence and hoiiouiablc 
exertion. Wliilc be listened thus eagcil^ to tlio 
details w'i ill which ^bc mau]”i-i now Ihonglit it 
necessary to entrust him, the messenger who had 
been despatched t«i tin tower of Wolfs Crag, 
returned with t'llcb Ikildcrslon’s huiiibh* duty, 
and an asj^urance that ‘a’ diould be in seemly 
oivler, sic as the hiiny ol tiim* jieimitted, to 
receive their lonLhijis as it bi Inivcd,’ 

Ravensw'ood wais too well aei-iistomcd to Ills 
seneschal^fl mode of acting and speaking, to hope 
tmUdli fr^nn this confident assurance. lie knew 
‘ t^t (Jaleb acted upon the jiiineijde of the 

Spanish generals, in tbe campaign of , who, 

, ,JUmch to perplexity of the fiinee of Orange, 


their commander-in-ohiof, used to loiport their 
t«*oo|>£) as full in number, and possessed of all 
ncccasary jiomts of equipment, not considering 
it consistent with their dignity, or the honour 
of Sjiaiii, to confess any dcliuicucy either in 
men t)r munition, until the want of both was 
iiiiavoielably diseovered in tho day of battle, 
Accoielingly, Ravenswood thought it necessary 
to giv'e the manjiiis some hint, that tho fair 
assniance .which they had just received from 
Caleb diel not by any means insure them against 
a ve*i‘v iiidilforciit receptiem. 

‘ You do yourw’lf injustice, Master,’ said tho 
marepiis, ‘or you wish to &iirpri-»e me agreeably. 
From Ibis window' 1 se-e a gieai liglit in the 
direvtion vvbeie, if J remenilxr aright, Wolfs 
(bag lies; and, to judge fiom the sjdeinloiu* 
winch the oil tower sheds around it, tho pre- 
]) nations for ourieecjilioii must be of no ordinary 
<h*serij>tion. 1 remeudicr youi talhcr putting 
the same <lccc]iti«)ii on me, when we went to tho 
tower loi a tew da>s’ liawking, about twenty 
jears since, and yet wt* sjiciit our lime os jollily 
at Woll’s (hag, as we (ould have done at my 
own hiiiitiiig seat at 11 

* Viair loidship, I fear, will exjierieiico tliat 
the liculty ol the jiirseiit jiiopiit'tor to entertain 
his fneiuls is greatly abnMged,’ said Ikivens- 
wood; ‘ the will, 1 need hanlK say, leiiiains tho 
same, )hit 1 am as nimh at a loss as ^oiii lord- 
ship to aeumiit lor so stiongand lirtlliant a light 
as IS now above Wolf.s (hag,— the wiiidowa of 
the towiTaie tew and naiioa, and tliosc of tlio 
lower storey ate liiddeii horn us by the walls of 
the court. 1 ( iniiol eoiueivi* that any illumina- 
tion of an ordinary ualiiie (oiild allord such a 
hla/c of light.’ 

TJie m}slery was soon exjilained ; for tho 
cavalcade almost instantl} halted, and the voice 
of Caleb Ilalderstoii was heaid at tho coach 
window, extlaiining, in acfciits broken by giief 
and teal, ‘Oeli, gtiitleineii Ocli, my glide lords 
— (kh, huid lo the light’ Woll's Crag is 
burning, bower and ba .i tlie lieh plenisliing 
outsidf* and inside— a’ the tine graitli, ju'etures, 
tapestries, need h walk, hangings, and other dc- 
eorements- a’ in a bleivo, as d they wyre iiao 
mail- than sac mony jieats, or as imicklo peas 
stiae ’ Hand to the light, gentlemen, 1 iminoro 
ye -there is .some sma’ jirovisiun making at 
laieky Sma’tiasli’s- Ihit (>, wae for this night, 
and wae for nu* that Uvea to see it ’ ’ 

Ravenswood w'as at fiist stunned by this new 
and unexpected calamity ; ]»ut, after a moment’H 
leeol lection, he sjiiniig fiom the eairiage, and, 
liasiily bidiling his noble kinsman good-night, 
was about to ascend tho hill towaids the castle, 
the broad and full eonflagiatioii of which now 
Hung forth a high column of rod light, that 
fli<*kcre<l far to seaward upon the dasliing waves 
of tho oroaii. 

* Take a horse. Master,’ exclaimed tho manjuis, 
greatly nneetod by this addili^uial misfortmio, eo 
nnexjM'ctedly heajied upon his young '"proUgi : 
‘and give me my ambling jialfrcy ;-~and haste 
forw'ard, }mn knavi's, to see what can bo done to 
save tho furniture, or to oxtinguish tlio lire — 
ride, you knaves, for your lives ! * 

The attendants hustled together, and began 
to strike their horses with the spur, and call 
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u[)oii Oalfb to show ihpiii tho road. But tho 
voice of that careful seiioschal \\a 9 heard above 
tho tumult, ‘O stop — sirs, turti brull^*, for 

tlie iovo of mercy— add not loss of lives to tlic 
loss of warld’s gear !- -Thirty barrels of [^outlier, 
landed out of a Dunkirk dogg«r in the aulil 
lord’s time a’ in tho vau’ts of tlie auld tower, - 
tlie tiro canna be far all’ it, 1 trow. - Lord’s sake, 
to the right, hvls— to tli* right — lot's pit the 
hill atweeu us and peril -a wap wi’ a eurner- 
stano o’ Wolfs Crag w'ad defy the doctor ! ' 

It will readily ho sn|)posud that this annuneia- 
lion hurried the inanjiiis and his attendant-! 
into the route which Caleb i)reseriberl, drag- 
ging Kavenswood along A\ith them, alLhougli 
there was much in the matter which he eould 
not possibly cfunprt'hend. ‘ (lUiH)owdcr ! ’ lie 
oxelaimed, laying Imld of (Uleli, who in vain 
endeavoured to c>.ca]M‘ Irom him; *what gun- 
])Owder ? How any quantity of ]»ow’d<'r eould he 
ill Wolfs (Yag without my knowdedge, I cannot 
l>o'^sihly comprehend.’ 

‘ But I can,’ intcrrujited the marquis, wlusjier- 
ing him, *Ican eoniprelieml it thoroughly- lor 
(iod’ssake, ask him no more questions at ]>resent.’ 

‘There it is now',’ .said (’aleh, oxtiieatiiig 
himself from his master, and adjusting liis dress, 
‘your honour will ))elieve liis hirdship’.s honoiii- 
ahlc test iinony.— His lordshii) minds weel, liow’, 
in tie* year that him they ea’d King Willie 
died ’ 

‘Hmsh! hush, my giiod fiiend!’ said the 
marquis : ‘ 1 ^lall s<iti^ly your master upon that 
suhjoet.’ 

‘And tho peojde at AVolf’s Hope’ - said Ravens- 
wood, ‘dhl none of them Mime t)}oui assi.stanee 
le’foiv ilie lliine got so high ?’ 

* Ay did th«*\, mony aiie of them, tlie raji- 
scallions !’ siid Caleb ; ‘but truly I was in nae 
liuriy to let them into the tower, where there 
were so mui'h plate and valuables.’ 

‘ Confound i(\'ou for an ini|)ndent liar!’ sjiid 
Ravenswood, in nncontrollabh* ire, ‘there was 
not a single oiiulm* oi ’ 

‘Forby,’ said the butler, imv t irreNcrently 
raising bis voice to a ]»iteb which dniwned bis 
master’s, ‘the lire made fast on us, owing lo the 
store of tapestry and carved tinmier in I he ban- 
queting ha’, aijfl the loons ran like seauded rats 
sac sune as they heard of the gnn[»outher.* 

* I do entreat ,’ said the m;in|uis to Ravensw'ood, 
‘you will ask him no more (piestions.’ 

‘Only one, my lord. — What lifts become of poor 
Mysio ? ’ 

‘Mysic?’ said Caleb; ‘1 had nae lime to look 
about ony Mysio she’s in the tow'cr, I’so wai’rant, 
biding her awful doom.' 

‘By lieaven,’ .said Ravons-wood, ‘I do nol 
underotaml all tliLs ! The life m a faithful old 
creature is at stake— my lord, 1 will be with- 
held no longer- I w'ill at least lido up, and see 
whether tho danger is as immiiicut as this old 
fool pretends.’ 

‘ Weel^thcn, as I live liy bread,’ said Caleb, 
‘Mysie is weel and safe. I saw lier out of tlie 
castlo before I left it mysoT. AVas I ganging to 
forget an auld fellow -servant ? ’ 

‘What made you tell me the contrary this 
tnomont ? ’ said his master. 

‘Did I tell you tho contrary 1* said Caleb; 
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‘ Ihon I maun liao boon dreaming, ^’urcly, 01 tin , 
aw some night has tuuieti my judgment - but 
safe she is, and ne’er a living soul in the castle, 
a’ the better For them they wad have gotten 
an nneo bcejy,’ 

The Mu-. ter of Ihivensw’ood, n^Kiii Ibis assur- 
ance iM'ing solemnly reil(‘ratcil, and notwiili- 
staiuling LL <‘.vlieme wisli to witness the lu.st 
expIoMon, which was to ruin to the ground tho 
mansion of bis fathcis, suU'crod himself to bo 
diaggoil onwanl bjwanls the village <»f Wolfs 
Hope, wlierenot only tin* change house, hut that 
of our well-known fiicnd the co(q>er, were all 
pre{>are/l for reception of liinisclf and his iioblo 
guest, with a liberality (»rj)io\ision whh-h requires 
some evplan.dion. 

Wcoinilt'*'! to men! ion in its ])laee, Ihatljoek- 
hard, ha\'ing lished out tin* truth eoueerning the 
mode by whit !i C.ih b liatl (t|>tained the ^u])i)lic.s 
for Ills buKpnt, the Lord Kteper, amused with 
tin iiH blent, ami cl(<-in)us at the time to gratify 
Raveiiswavul, bad leetnumemleil the cooper of 
Wolf sHope ttklbe «)Hicial sitnaHoii under govein 
ment, the prospret of which had iccom ded him 
to tlie loss of his wild fow 1. Mr. (Jiider’s prefer- 
ment h.ad o'MMsbimMla jdc.'ising siii'priso lo (>l.l 
Calch; for wli<*n. stmie da^s alter Iris master’.s 
depai tiirc, he foiiiul )iimse]l\ibM>bilely eonipr'lled, 
1)y some msessary hiisim'ss, to visit the lish- 
ing hamh't, ami w.is gliding like a ghost ]>ast 
the door of the eoo])er, for h*ar of being sum- 
moned lo give some account ol tb" irrogriss of 
the solicitation in bis lavinir, or, nnae piolralilj^ 
that the iimiatcs miglit ii[)l)Kiid him with llio 
false hojte Jre had Ireld out upon the subject, ho 
hearrl himsv*!)', not wil limit some appreliension, 
suiuiuomal at om*(‘ in ti('l)le, t'Mior, and bass, a 
trio performed by the ^oic(s of Mis. Cinb'r, old 
Dame Loup tlic-d\kc, and the gttod man of tlin 
dwelling Mr. ('.ibb Mi. Caleb -Mr. Caleb 
Ikilderston ! 1 hope ye arena ganging dry-lippod 
by our door, aiel wo fae miicklc indebted to 

This miglit be ‘airl ironically as well as in 
earnest. Caleb auguied the wor-st, liiined a 
deaf t.ir to the trio aiorusaid, and was moving 
iloggedly on, bis aneient castor pulled over bis 
browns, ainl Jiis e^'cs bent on the ground, as if to 
count the flinty jrcbldes witli which the, rude 
patJiway was eaiisPAvayed. But on a sudden lio 
ibiiihl liiniself siiiToiindetl in bis progn'&s, like a 
stately merchant man in the Cut of Cibriiliar (1 
hope the ladies will excuse the tarpaulin phrase) 
by three Algerine galh^j. 

‘(bide guide us, ^Ir. Balderstou !* said Mrs. 
Cirder. 

‘ Wba wad bac thought it of an auld and ken’d 
friend ( ’ .said the mother. 

‘And no sao imieklo as stay lo receive our 
thanks,’ said the eoopcv liimsclf, ‘ and Frao the 
like o* me. that seldom oilers Iheiu ! I am sure 
1 hope there’s iiao ill seed sawn between u.s, Mr. 
Bahferptoii.— Ony man that has said to yc, I am 
no gr.atcfu’ for the situation of (^hicen’s cooper, 
let me liae a wham pie at him W’i’ mine eateho* 
— that’s a’.* 

‘My good friends— my dear fiiond.s,’ said 
Caleb, still doubting how the certainty of tlie 
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matter iniglit sUjmI, ^wl)at jifM'ds u* this cere- 
moiiy?— an« tiic's \n /.*'ivo thrii- iiiiiuds, and 
Momulinjfs they nnv iia|jj)eiJ to ja'ospor, and 
Roniot inu's 1<» ni'ispii iiarl hing 1 riiiv to he tasiicd 
■\vi’ It'S- lli.iii -I Jn*V( I (t)uld liidf* llicm.’ 

‘Faitli, IJaMeiston, ye suld liao heeii 
fashi'd ’\j leu n’ mine/ said tlie dowiiiiglit man 
of sla\e and lioop^, ‘ il' 1 had only your giide- 
wilJ <0 111, ink ye lor -1 Mild e’en hae set the 
gii-^e, and the wild-deukes, ainl the uinlet «>! 
siek, to 1).danee lli.it aci'oLiid. (iiidi- nmIK m.in, 
is a gei/en'd tub, tlnil huuds in ii.ie Inpioi luit 
giifle-dei'd's like the ^•a''k, tiglit, lonnd, and 
sound, Unit will hand lii|n.»r li>r the king.' 

diaveye nolie.ir«lortnir letter/s.iid tin nudlu’i*- 
in-l.'iw, ' m.sking our (lilibie ilie (pieen’s e»K>pt i for 
ecHaiiU — and siareea eliield that liad fNei ham- 
iinircd gird upon tub but was ap[tlyii>g tor it *’ 

‘Have 1 hf.'ird ! ' ’ sanl (\*iIebtwho now' touild 
how the wind S(l\ with an ae. cut <*l exceeding 
eontdiipLat the doubt e\]»iessfd ‘ll.ivn*! heard, 
ijiio’ she ’ I ’ ’ .'inrl a. lie spoke, In diangMl hi^ 
.shambling, skulking, doflging paee, into a nianl\ 
and aiilhoi italii e stt]), icidjtisled his loekril 
Jiaf, and siifleied Jiis lirow to eniiMge tiom niid* r 
it in fdl llio piide of aristoer.iey, like the siin 
Itoin bihiiid a eloud. 

"i’o be siiio lie e.iniia IniL b.ie In aid/ said tin* 
good womnn. 

‘Ay, tv) be sure, it’s im]iv»s-,ible but I sbould,’ 
said i'alel); ‘and sae ]’ll be tlie Inst lokiis^v*, 
joe, and wish >('U, eoo]Ki, mueb ,)o\ or'voui pie- 
leimenl, naidliim; vloii'iting but y' kv n wba aie 
your triends, and hnr btlpid and eo// lielj) 
ye. ] tlioiiglil it light to look a \v<e stiaiiee 
Upon it at lii.st,' inl(l( d (\il(b, ‘just to see if y* 
were made of tin' ligld iiudal but ye ling tnu', 
lad, ye ring tnie ! ’ 

So saying, with a most loidl\ aii lie kissed the 
•women, and abandoned lus liJid, with an air of 
svM'ein* paliouage, to th(‘ In.iitv sli.ike v)l All. 
tlirvlei’s hoin liaid jialm. Tpou tin • eompb tv*, 
and to Ciivb mod taiisl.o toi\ , inlonnalion, In* 
did not, il mii nadilx b^ b-lltwd, insiiate io 
aeeepl an iliMlalioii to a solv'inn ieasi, towbidi 
wv're iiivib'il, not only all llu' ui>h(hhs of tin 
village, but (\(n his am-ieiit antagonist, Mi. 
Dingwall ldmsi*ll‘. At tlji-* testivity ln‘ wa*^, of 
eonrse, the mod welcome and mo.d homniievl 
guest ; ami so well did he ply the eomj>any with 
sloiies of what be could do with Ids master, his 
master with the Lord Keeper, the Lonl Keeper 
with the (.’ouneil, and thet'oumil with the king, 
tliat bidbiv the eom]»any disinisM'd (wldeh was, 
imh'ed, lather at an early hour than a laic one', 
every man of note in the vilkage was aseuiding 
tv) the fv>p gallant of some ideal jirefcimuit by 
tho laddei oj lope, wliieh (‘ali'b liad preseiitvsl to 
tlieir imagination. Na\, the eiinning butler le 
gained in that moim id, not only all the iiillueiiee 
he jiossessed fvinmily v)ver the villagers, when 
the Iinronial l.ninly whi<‘ii he served were at the 
proTidesi, but aevpdivd i\en an aeees,si<ni of iin- 
portariee. lb'* wnlei the wiy attorney liiiu 
self- -such is tin* thiist of iirefv rmeid- lelt the 
loroo ot the attiaetion, and, takingaii opportunity 
to diaw Paleb into a corner, spoke, With allec- 
tionato regiet, of the ilecliidug health of the 
slieriff-clerk of the county, 

‘AnewcUcutman- ainost valuable mon, lh\ 


Calob — hut fat .sail I sny ? -we are peer feckless 
hoilicei— here the day, and awa by cock-acrecch 
the uivirn — ami if he fail/ics, tlierc maun he soino- 
hody ill Ids jilacc -and gif that yc eoiild airt it 
my w'ay, I .sail be thankful, man— a gluve stuircd 
wT gowvl nobles an’ haik yc, man, something 
e.iniiy till 'vmurMd’ — and the AVolf's Hope carles to 
.settle kimtlyw i’thc Master ol Kivvemswood, — that 
is, Ijoid K.ivenswood (lod blesr hks lord.ship!’ 

A smile, and a hearty s<iUf*c/o hy the hand, 
w.is ihv* snit'ible answer to tld.s overiiirc- and 
(’.deb imule bis iseape lioiu tbe jv)vial ])arly in 
ordv 1 to avoid eommdting Idmsi'If i»y any bpecial 
])ioniisi s. 

* Till* Loid be glide to me !’ said Caleb, when 
li(‘ foiiml himsilf m the opvii air, and at liberty 
to give vent to the si lf-e\nltation with which he 
e-, a-, it were, dLstemlcd ; ‘did ever ony man 
see sic a .set o’ green gaisliiigs ! — the very pick- 
m.iws and .sol.ni-gecsc vrutby yojub'r at the Bass 
h.)(‘ len tiiiiv s their sense ' (}ovl, an I had been 
tin* Loid Iligli ( ’ommis'-ifinei to the Kstates o’ 
l\j) liameiil, t bey i ouldin hae bi Ihimiiied me mair 
ami, to .-.p'.ik lie.n ell's tnitb, f eonhl hanlly^ 
liav* belliimmeil tliem bvll'i iiv ither ! But the 
wiitv'r lia ' li.i ’ h.i ’ ah, ha! li.i • ha! mercy 
on me, that I 'uiil live in my aiild days to gio 
the gang by to tin* viiywiilvr'- Slieiill-t lerk ' M 
l»ut 1 liae an aiihl aw mint to stUlo wi’ Iho 
vnile; and to make amends for bygjincs, the 
olliee sliall just cost 1dm miieh time -.serving 
as it he wile tv» g< t it in gudv‘ eaimst— of whilk 
theie i*-’ sm.i’ a])])<',iiane(‘, unless tliA Master leal n.s 
mair the w.iys ol tid-. w.nld, whilk it is jnucklo 
to be douliled that lie nc\i*r will clo/ 


(7/J/VAA’ A A/' 

W liV iliiiii^ iIm (.It uiniiiit vvli) sliooi, (o tin* hkitt 
1 1] >s( oiilid , in i '.i.iis t'uin t]i<. fiiin.ji2un( tasl''’ 

I I ill' 1ii< vUiiVMt of Klin, .ill llu .111 111 lly diiMii 
1 1 in III. ill. t bi.imiis the vl.ukncss (if htriM*n. 

CamI'I in. 

Till’ (in nil' bujt( > annoiineid in the conclu- 
j .sioii ol llic let eh.'ipter will nv eoiint for the 
iead\ .ind ebeeiiiil meption of the Alaiqiii.s of 
A - and tin' M.ister ot Bfiveiiswood in the 
villige ol Woll s Ilojie. In lad, Cab'b had no 
.soomr uniiouiiiMd the eoiillagiation of the tower 
Hum the whob’ Juimlet were ui)on foot to hasten 
to extingiiisli llu' ll.iiu*.-.. And iilthough that 
/(•.tloiiiadlu iv'ul diveitedtlieii /«m 1 by intimating 
the Ivnmid.dilc contents of tin* siihteiranean 
.aj)jutmeiu.'., \el tlie check only turned their 
a.s.siduity into anolher direv lion. Kever liad 
thcjo be"ii siu'li ‘d.mghieriiig of capons, and fat 
geesv , and bfirn vloor iowls, never such boiling 
of m utrd hams,- ne\ cr sm li making of ear-eake» 
and ,sw(*et scones, S<‘1 kirk bannocks, eookie.s, and 
])etlicoal-tails,- delicacies little known to the 
]uesciit generation. Never had them been sueh 
a ta])])iiigof banv'ls, and such uncorking of grey- 
beards, in the village of Wolfs Ilojie. All the 
inferior houses w ere 1 brown op^n for the reception 
of tlio inar(pds’.s deiicnduits, who eaine, it was 
thought, as precursors of the shower of prefer- 
nieiit, wdiieh hereafter vvas to leave the. rest of 
iScotlund dry, in order to distil its rich dews on 
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tho village of Wolfs Hope under Laminermoor. 
Tin* miiiistcr jmt in liis eJaim to liavo tin* gmsbls 
of distiiieliou lodged at the luaiise, having Ids 
(\ve, it was llKnight, upon a iieighhoming pn*- 
fermont, where the ineuinbeiit w<m tic IJy ; hut 
]\lr. Balderston destined thul lioiiour to the 
cooper, his wife and wile's mother, who d.iiieed 
for joy at the ]H’efi'reiiee llius assigned them. 

Many a heek and man,» i bow w’c'leomed thi*se 
noble piosts to as good eiilc'rtainmeiit as ]»eisons 
of such rank coidd set be lore such \ \ ileus ; and 
the old daiin*, who had ioiiiicul^ Intd in l{a^c>^s 
wocal Castle, and knew, as she* said, the wa\.s of 
tlie nohilily, was in no whil wanting in ariaug 
iiig matters, as w»‘ll as eireumstaneis ]'(Tmit1c‘d, 
aeeording to llie eticjiietie cd’ the* times. The 
cooper’s house* w,i *5 so loomy, that each guest had 
his separate ri'tiiiiig loom, to which they wen* 
Ushered with all due eeremouy, while the ple‘iiti- 
ful RU])per was in the act ot hi'ing placed upeui 
tile la()le. 

Kavensw'ood no sooner found liimsijf alone, 
than, impelle*d ]>y a lliousaiid feelings, he* left 
tile* a]iartineul, the lioiise*, and the \illage, and 
liaslily retiaeeel liis stejes to the biow’ ol the* hill, 
which rose hedwixt the village, and seivene'd 
it from the towiT, in onh r to \ iewv the final 
fall e»r file liouso e.f his kdheis. Some idle 
ho3S from the* handed had take'ii the same* eliree*- 
tiem out ol euiieisity, havings liisl wilne*ss(d the* 
arrival eif thei eo.n*h-an(l-six and its atte'iielaids. 
Ah lhe*y ran one* hy ejiie* jiast tho Master, ealliiig 
to pae*h eithef to ‘come anil see the aulel towei 
hlawMiji in the lift like the* peelings of an ingan,’ 
lie <*e)uld not lail leel himself nio\ eel w itli indig- 
nation. ‘And these aie* the sons of my falhe*r’s 
vassals,’ he said ‘ol me*ii hound, leolh liy l.nv 
and gralUiide, to lollow' oui sle*j)s tliiougli halLle, 
and iiie, and llood ; and now tlie ele<‘liuetion <d 
their liegc'-loieVs house is hut a liolida^’s sight 
to them!’ , 

The*se cvasperaliiig ii lie e lions weie* jaiijlyex- 
pn*ss(’diii the aeiimon} willi which he* e\elaime‘<I, 
on fee*liiig liiinsell pnlli'd h) the ele»ak, What 
do yeai want, 3011 eiog ^ ’ 

‘ 1 am a deeg, and an auld dog too,’ aiisweied 
Call!), for it was liu avJk* had taken the tree dom, 

‘ ellld J am like- to 0(1 ,1 dog’ , wage - luit ll elois 
not si(/nilii<ilioii a pi?, eh ot Miic'lnn, lor 1 am 
ower auld a dog to le'ani new tiie Ls, 01 tee lollow' 
a new inasleu-.’ 

As he sjioke', Ihiveiiswood aUaiued Die li !„e* 
of the hill from wliieh Wolfs Crag was \isihle* ; 
the llame's had euliiely sunk clown, and, to Ids 
givat surprise, theie was f)nly a clunky iedd<*ning 
U])OU tho elouds imme'diately o\er the eastle, 
whi(‘h seemed the n'lleedioii ot the emheis ortho 
sunken lire. 

‘The place oauiiot liaxe* blow 11 U]>,’ said the 
Waster ; ‘xvo must have In-ard the lepovt-- if a 
(pmrtcr of the gunpowder was tln*i’e 30U tell me 
oCtfc woultl have hi'eii he*aid twenty miles oil'.’ 

‘ It’s very like it wad,’ said llaldcrston com- 
posedly. • 

* Then the file oaiinoL have reached the 
vaults?’ 

‘ It’s like no,’ answered Caleb, with the same 
iinjicnotralde gi’avity. 

* Hark ye, Caleb, said his master, * lids grows 
a little loo inucli for niy patience. I must go 


and examine liow' matiora stand at AVolfs Crag 

1113 self.’ 

‘ Voui hemoiir is gauging to gang nae sic gate*,’ 
s'dd C.‘il(*h lii mlv . 

‘ \nd wh3’ not ?’ said Kavenswoud shaqily ; 
‘who or what sh*ill pi event me ?' 

‘Kven 1 m3Mr,' said Caleb, with the same 
det( iniination. 

‘ \ on, J)aldei*>l<m ’’ K'pliid the Master; ‘30U 
me* iorge'lting 3onjse‘ll, 1 think.’ 

‘ lUd 1 think no, said I'laldti ton ; ‘(or I ean 
just (e‘ll M* a' aho'il Die* la'lie eui this knowe*- 
inael as we‘e*l as if ve welt .it it. (.)iil3 dinua 
lit voiiiser into a l.ipp.ige, .lud t'xjeosi* 3oni‘e*l’ 
iM'loic the* weans, 01 he leui* tilt* inaiepiis, when 
yo g.ing dow n hv .’ 

‘vspeak out, 3011 eild fool,' leplird his mastei, 
‘and let me know the last and Uo* woist al 
onee*.’ 

‘Oil, the he**-! an<l the* waist i , jusi lh.it the 
tower is staiieliiig hale and Ic'ir, as . al'e and as 
(“iiipty as w lie*!! ye* lelt it.’ 

‘ lndt*e*d ’ and the* tile* ’ said Iiaviiiswood. 

‘Not .1 gh III ed till*, tin'll, e*\(epl tlie lul 
kindling ]>eat, and ma \ he a spunk in M\sie's 
e lit 13" pipes’ leplied ( '.lle*h. 

‘ Ihtl the ilaiiie* ' ' dt'inandeel have nswood ; 
‘the* hieiad hkiye* which iniglit li.ne* Itee’n se'en 
ten miles e>if— whal e»eea*'iom'd iJiat ' ' 

‘ IIoiil aw a ! it s an auld ^a3 ing and a true, — 

I ittlr s the* li, 1)1 

Will Ik 'u'D (II .1 mill night. 

A whee'ii ieiii and Imrse* ljlte*r that 1 filed in the' 
eomt 3 axel, aite'r M*udim' hack the loon tif a ioeit- 
m.in : anel, !•> speak Ile'avi'ii’.s tnith, the* m*\t 
time tlidl 3e‘ se'iid eir hi ing euiyhoily li(*ie. h*l 
lhi*m ])(* ge-iille*,! allenailv, without emy tu*mel 
servants, like* th.il ehie‘lel Loe kh.nd, to he gh dg- 
ing and gle*eing aliout, an<l looking upon tlie* 
wiaiig side* e>f line’s lioiisekt'e]»iiig, to the etiH*redit 
ed the family, and loie*iiig am* to elamii Ihe'ir 
•souls v\i’ telling ae h'e* altei aiiothi i fasteT than I 
eaiMount llie'in 1 wacl lalher se-t liie* to the teiwer 
in giiele e*ai nest, aijel burn it ower niy aiii lie-ael 
lido flu* bargain, or 1 see the fiinily eli.shemeaiie d 
in the* SOI 1.’ 

‘Ujion m\ wold, f am intlnitc'ly' ohiig('el 1 v' 
the* juopn*- (1. ('ale )»,’ s.ii(I Iiis ina.‘ I e r, seaiM' able 
to le iti.iiji his laughlc']' Ihoiu/li i ilhei anguv at 
tlie* same time. * Ihit tin’ giinpoweh r ' is tin*ie» 
sue*li a thing in the 1ow(*i f the iiiuiejuis seemed 
to know of it.’ 

‘The* jiouilni Jia ’ lull ha > the* maninis 
ha’ h.i ! li.i ' ’ ic'plieel Celeb; ‘it yonv honour 
weie to bia'iii me, I Itlmved tej laugh tlie 
marepiis the ^leiiUlierl- was it tbeie'^ ay, it 
was ilie'ie*. Diel he ken o’t { my eeiliel the. 
marepiis keu’d o’t, and it was tbc best <>’ tbe 
1 game ; for, wlieii 1 eoiibl not paeify your bouonr 
wi’ a’ that 1 eould say, 1 aye threw out a woid 
malr about the gunjioiither, and gai’d the ina.i- 
tpiks talv tho joh in liis aiu hand.’ 

‘ L5ut you have not answered my (picstion,’ 
.said the Master impatiently; ‘how' came the 
powder there, and where is it now ? ’ 

‘On, it came there, an yc maun needs ken,’ 
paid Caleb, looking mystorion.sly, and whisper- 
ing, * when tliorc was like to he a weo hit rising 
here ; and the xnarqui.s, and a’ the great lords o* 
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Ulo iiortli, were a’ in it, aji<l inoity ii ginluly gim 
and liroodsword \\ci‘o lrnn*(l ower iiac Ditukirk 
lbH)y tlio poutlnT awfu’ walk y^a had 
tliorij into tin' lower under (-loud o' ni^lit, for ye 
iiiiniii tliiuk it wasii.i eveiyl»ody eoul«l U* irusled 
\vi’ sie jolis. Hilt if yo will ^luj h.iiue to 

your ftii]>j»er, I will tell yi' a’ about it as ye gan^^ 
tlow'ii.’ 

‘And these W'ret.hed lioys,’ said 1 Liven ‘i wood, 
‘is it your ]»kMsure they aie to sit there all 
iiii^ht, to wMit for the blowing uji (d’a town that 
IS not even on Ihe ^ ’ 

‘Surely not, if it is \our lionour’; ]>hMsuie 
that they suld gang h.iim' ; aUliough,’ addisl 
dale!), ‘it Wcidna do (hem a <'i.dn\ <1. image 
they wad eieigli le*. » th-' nest d.iy, and .deep 
the sounder at e’en. Hut just as )our Jionour 
likes.’ 

Stepping a -e »idim<iy 1 ‘Ward , th-- iin him. wlio • 
luaiimd the kiiolK ne.ir whieh tiny slo.nl, (\ileh 
informed tln-m, in an anthorit.itiM tomg that 
their lionour ^ Lord 11 i\en oNood .vnd tin* Manpii. 
of A- ■ had given ordeis tint the lower was 
not to blow up till ne\t d.iy at noon. ’I'ln* hoys 
disj)f*rs*fl upon lliis (‘tmilortahle assurame. One 
or tw'o, however, lollovied Cih‘h tor neue in 
toruiation. parlieulaily the uiehin whom he 
leid eheited while oltieiating as turnspit, who 
S'naiued, ‘^Ir. Haider don > Mr. H-ildeiston! 
than the eastle’s gaue out like an aiild wili‘’s 
,‘vjmnlv i ’ 

‘ 'I'o lie .sure it is, eallaul,’ .said llu* butler ; ‘do 
'e think the easth' of as gre.it a lord as Lord 
lavensivood ivad eonlinue in a hlee/e, and him 
standing looking on wi’ his aiii Aeiy emi * -It’s 
aye right,’ eoni iiumd (\ileh, .shaking oH’liisr.igged 
jiage, and elo.sing in to his inasfi'r, ‘to train iij) 
weans, as the vvisi' man .says, in the way tiny 
.should go, and, aliooii a’, to te.n'h them respeet 
to their supeiiors.’ 

‘ Hut all this wliihg (’ahl», you h.ue uev»‘r told 
luo W’hat breaiue of the arm^ am! powaler,’ said 
Jtavem-.woiKL 

* Wliy, a> for tin* anus,’ s.iid t'lleh, ‘it was 

just like the bairns’ jlyme , 

.Seme p.e«l c.ia, .ind s(Mm' west, 

AikI some filed t j ilio ci.ov s nest ; 

And for the ))outher, I r’eii ehaiignl it, n‘< oeea- 
siou served, with the skip])er, o’ 1 hitch lugger.s 
and Freneh ve'ScIs, for giii and brandy, and it 
siTved the liouse moiiy a jear- a giuh* .sw'a[» Iik», 
b'dw'een wli'it ilieerelh tin* .sorl ol man ami tliat 
whieh dingeth it ele.an out oi liis body ; forby I 
kee]ut .1 wlu'eu pounds of it for yoiirsel’ when ye 
w'aiite 1 to lake llie phja.siire o’ .shooting while.-., 
ill these l.dlt'r <lays, I wad hardly hae keii’d else 
ivhaur to get ]Mutiicr for your jdcasun. And 
jiow^ tint ' om auger i, ower, sir, iv-asna that 
w'eel imm.i.^ed •>’ me and arena you far hetlt*r 
sorted down yomhr, (liaii yo eiiuld h.ie been in 
your aiu auhl luii.s u)t-by yonder, as the case 
btamls wi’ us mnv ^ the niair’s Hie pitv.’ 

* I believe \ou m ly be right, (\i!eb ; but, before 
Imruiug down my castle, either in jest or in 
earnest,* sahl ILinmsivood, ‘ J Ihiuk I had a right 
to bo iu the .secret,’ 

‘ Fie for shame, your honour ! ’ replied (’alch ; 
‘it fits nn auld carlo like me wcel enou dt to tell 
lees for the credit of the family, but it wadua 


beaoem the like o’ your honour’s seV ; besides, 
young folk arc no judicious — tliey (aiiiiot make 
the maisi of a bit 'ligment, Now’ this fire- for 
a fire it slinll he, if 1 suld burn the auhl stable 
to make it mair fea-dble - this fire, he.side.s that 
it w’ill bo an excuse for asking onythiiig we want 
tbroiigh the country, or douii at the haven— tliis 
lire w'lll settle mony things on an liouourablo 
footing for the family’.s crerlit, that cost mo 
telling tw'cnty daily lees to a wdieeii idle chaps 
amt queans, and what’s wain, without gaining 

< l(‘r|cne(*.’ 

‘That was hard, indeed, (’alch; hut I do not 
;ec how’ Ibis lire shruild lielp your veiacily or 
}our ert lit.’ 

‘ Thut* it i-. now ’ ’ said < \ileh ; ‘ w asna 1 .saying 
tliat young lolk Juid a giecn judgment ?— flow 
.suld it help me, (juolha t -it will he, a creditable 
• apology fur the honour of the family for this 
score of ^eais to come, if it is wed guided. 
Where's the family ]>iciuri“s f says a»‘, meddling 
holly ’Ibe gieaj liie at Wolfs Crag, aii.sw’crs 1 ; 
Wlicre’i tlie family plate .s.'iys another- The 
gie.it liM*, .s.i>s I ; wiia w.i.-> to think of plate, 
when lile and limb were in danger ? — Wheie’s 
the waidrolie ami the linens/- where’s the 
t ipedru* , and the decoiemenls ? bed.s of state, 
tuiU^, p.inds, ami te.lois, iia]iery and broidered 
w.iik /- The lire the liie the lire, tlnuie llm 
tite wed, and it will .s* rw* for a’ that ye suld 
have and have* not and, in some sort, a glide 
excuse is bid ter Him Ihe things Iheiusdve.s ; for 
Huy maun eia(‘k andw’ear out, and be (‘onsumed 
by Hme, wdiere.is a glide oireome, ]>rudently and 

< omfort.ibly bandied, may sene* a nobleman and 
his tniiily, Loid ken>) liow' hing ! ’ 

ILiveii .wood was too wtU acquainted with his 
Imller’s jiertiu.aeity and sdfojunion, to dispute 
the p(»inl with him any further. L(‘aving Caleb, 
Hieidbre, to Hie (‘njoyiiieiit of bis own suee(*f,sful 
iug( unity, he iduiiu'd to the hamlet, where he 
found tlu‘ m.irquis and the good* women of llio 
man -.ion under some anxiety the former ou 
aei'ount o*’ hi^ al)seuee, Hu* other,s for the dis- 
eredij Ihdr eookcjy might .su.t.aiii by llu‘ delay 
of the .su]q)er. All weio now’ at ease, and lirard 
with ple.isure that the tiro at the eiistlc had 
hill Ill'll out of itself without readiiiig the vaults, 
wliidi wa.s Hu* only iiitormatioii that Kavemswood 
thought it ])ri)per to give in public concerning 
the event-, of his buthr’s .stratagem. 

They sit down to an exedlcnt supper. No 
iiiMlalion eoiiliP] ire vail on Mr. and Mrs. Ciirder, 
even in llieir own house, to sit dow’ii at table 
with guests of such high quality. TheyTemaiiied 
st.iudiiig in the ijj>.irtmont, .and acted the part of 
respectful and careful atteiidanls ou the eompany. 
Such w'ore the manners of the time. The elder 
dame, eoiitidiiit tiiroiigli her age and connection 
with tin* Uaveiisw’ood family, w\as less senipii- 
loiisly ceremonious. She played a mixed part 
betwixt Hull of Hu* liosle.ss of an inn, amMho 
mi'-iress of a piivate lioiiso, wdio receives guests 
above her own di'greo. ^ 

She ro^ommeii.led, and even pre.ssod, what she 
thouglit he.st, and w‘as herself easily entreated to 
take a moderate share of the good cheer, in order 
to micouragc her gnosis by her ow'ii example. 
Often she interrupted Jicraolf, to express lier 
regret that ‘my lord did not eat — that tht) 
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blaster was pykiiif? a bare hauo - -tliat, to »>c snro, 
there was iiaetliiiig there lit to sit hel<ue lhi»ir 
honours — that Ijord Allan, red In'* s.uil, used to 
like a ponthored gnse, ami it ^^avS Jiatin tni* 
ii tass o* brandy -- that tlie hraiid}^ eanie trie 
Kranoe direct; for, lor a’ the laws and 

gau<(Ci’S, the AVolfs Hope hri;;s li/ulna for^'otteii 
the j;atc to Duiikiik.’ 

Here the cooper adinoin liul his niolhei in-Luv 
with his elhow', wliieli jiiot iired him th*' follow in*' 
s]»eei.il notice in tlie jine'rt'ss of ]j»*r spi-ndi : 

‘ Ye neediia he dunshin 1h it “ait, tlihhie,’ ( ‘m- 
tinned the old hdy ; ‘ naehody s i\ s tli it h*' ken 
whaiir the brandy comes frir* ; and it wadiia be 
lilting ye should, ami ^onjlie queen’, (‘oopi r ; 
jiinl wdiat fti^niities't,’ continued she, addie'.‘-in<' 
Lord Kavcnsw’oo*!, ‘to bin^, qmen, <ir Krisci, 
whimr an aiild wife like me Imvs Ijer jiiekh* 
Mieeshiii, or her draj) bramly wim*, to Iiand 
Jier heart up ^ ’ 

ll'i’, in^ thus e\tii ated lu'rdt* from lier ^up- 
])f>sed false st(*p, JXimeLoiip the-I>\ ke ]>roeeeded, 
diirin;; the rest of tlje eveiiiiu,', to supjdy, witli 
f'reat aniiintion, and very little avdstanee fiom 
Jier quests, the fiimls neees,.iry for the siqqioiL 
of tlie com ersiti'in, iiidil, ih'dininq any finll'er 
dnsilaiion of their f^lass, lier f'li'st, lequesteil 
her permission to iidiio to tlu’ir aiiaitment >. 

Tho marquis oeciipied the <*h,im]K*r of dai*-’, 
which, in every house above the rank of a m. le 
cott I'^e, was kept sacred lor s'uh oc» asimis 
as the presenj^ The modern tmisldn^ with ]»1 i^ti r 
was then unknown, and tape.ti*} was eoidiued to 
the house" of tlie iiobdity and snjiei jor gentry . 
Tire cooper, tlierelbie, wdio \\a<i a man of ‘ome 
vanity, ns w'ell as f-oitie wealih, h,i<l imitated 
the lashiou ob *ived by IIk* inbiior kindboldi 
and Vlorg}', who ns.udiy oinaiiMided their state 
apart nients with lianoings of a sort of stamped 
leather, inanufaetnn'd in tin' Kelhirlanda, g i- 
nUhed w'ilh V^-ea and animal', exi euted in eoppir 
foil, and with many a ])ithy seutimee of morality, 
which, although eouelied in ]j.)W iJuteh, w’ere 
]»erlia]).s as miieli attended to in praidice as if 
writtv'ii in broad Scotch. Tlie whole linil f-om**- 
what of a gloomy aspei*! ; Imt tli*' lire, eomposed 
of old pileh-harrel stavc'?, hla/ed mcm'Iv up the 
chimney; the hed wa> ilccorabd with limn of 
most fi-esh and rla/.^ling whitine s, wlddi Iiad 
Jievev hefore hcen nv'd, and udglil, pm-hap^ 
have m*ver heen ns'd at all, but for tin's hi'di 
oeeasion. On the toilett<‘ bi irlc sloi.d an old 
fashioned mirror, in a iiligree fraim', jiarl of the 
dispersed finery of the neighhonring c.istle. It 
was ilanked by a long-neckcd bottle of Florence 
wine, by which stood a glass neaily as tall, 
resembling in shape tliat w lii<-li Tcnieis usually 
idaces in the hands of Ids owui iiortrait, wdien lie 
jiaints himself as mingling in the re\e]s of a 
country village. To con ntcrlia la nee those fon igii 
sentinels, there mounted guard oii the ollnr 
side of the mirror twm stmit Avarders of .Scottisli 
lineage ; a jug, namely, of donljle ale, whitli liehl 
a Scotch*i)int, ami a niiaigh, or bicker, of ivory 
and ebony, hooped with silver, the wsirk rd' t Jilhei t 
tiirder’s own hands and the jiride of Ids heart, 
llesides these prejiarations against Ihir.'.t, theie 
was a goodly diet -loaf, or sweet take; so that, 
Avith such auxiliaries, the ajiartmciit seemed 
Yictuqlled against a siege of two or tliree days. 


It only remains to say, that the marqiiii.*s 
valet was in aFeiidance, displaying his master’s 
liioe.ided night-goAvn, and richly embroidered 
As-lvil cap. lined ami faced Avitli Ihussels laie, 
nil. in a huge leathern i‘asy-chair, AvJieeled round 
HI as to h.iAe the full aihantage of the comfort- 
ahle tire which we Inve alrearly mentioned. M'e 
theicfon* coininit that I'lninent ])cr.sou to Ids 
night's repose, Iniuing he prolited hy tlie ample 
piejiaratioiis made lor his aeeommodalion— -jirc- 
pnations aaIiicIi we have meiitiomsl in detail, as 
illustrative ofamicid Seollish manmr^. 

Jt is not Meivssary avc slwmld lie equally minute 
in (lescrihing<h(..sle(‘]»im'apaitmi ntof the Master 
of llaven.sw'Dod, Avhii*li way that usually oeeupied 
by the goodiean ami goodwiU* them«>e]vcs. It 
W!H condoitiibly liuiig with a sort of Avariii- 
M)l«)ure<l Avoi ted, minufactured in Scotland, 
approaeldug in texture to what is now callerl 
shalloon. A staring ]iietiiie of tlilhert (lirder 
himself onmnu'nied Ibis doindtory, painted by a 
starving I'leneliman, who liad, (Soil knows liow 
or w’hv, strolled ovar from Flusldng or Duiikiik 
to Wolf’s llojio in a smuggling dogger. The 
lixitmes wcie, indeed, tliose of the stnhhoni, 
opinionative, \et sensible artisan, hnt monsieur 
had eonliived to throw' a Fiimeh graei* into tho 
look and m iiim>r, so utteily inconsistent with 
(lie <logg(d gravity of the oiigin.il, that it was 
impos-ilde to look at it without binghing. .lohii 
ami histiimily, Imwover, jiiqiied thcmselvcM not a 
little njion tilis lueture, and were ])roportional)ly 
eensnrMl hy the m'igJdiouiliood, who prononneoi! 
tliat the nioper, in sitting for the same, and yet 
more in presuming to hang it iqi in his bed- 
eliainlier, liad exceeded liis piivilege as tho 
iiclu*'.t man of the villige; at once ate]>])ed 
b(‘yond the bounds of bis own rank, and en- 
eioiehed UjKm those of tlie supeiior oidiTS ; and, 
in fine, liad been guilty of a v'cry overweening 
act of \aniiy and ]>resiimj)iion. Jlesjied for tho 
memory ol my deeiMsed Irieml, Mr. Kiehaid 
'I’iiito,"* has obliged me to treat this matter at 
‘ome length ; but I sjiare tlio reader bis jirolix, 
though eiuious observations, ns will upon the 
( har.ieter of the Fiench school, as upon tlie slate 
of painting in Seotlaml, at the beginning o/ the 
eighteenth eeidury. 

The oIIhm’ jirejiaralions of the Maslei’s slecii- 
ing apartmint were fimil.ir to (hose in the 
eh » III her of dais. 

At the Usual early hour of that period, the 

Maiquis of A and his kinsman jireparod to 

resume (heir joiiiiiey. 'i'lii-t lould not i»e done 
without an ample bieakf.isl, in wJiieh cold meat 
ami liot meal, and oatimxd flummery, Avino nml 
'jiiril', and milk Auried by every i^ossible mode 
of ]u pariition, evinced tlie same desire, to do 
bonour to tluir guests which hail heen shown 
hy till* Jiospitable owners of the mansion Ujion 
the cA'cning hefore. All tlic hustle of jirepara- 
lion for ileparturc iioav resounded through Wolfs 
Hope. There Avas jiaying of hills, and shaking 
of bauds, and saildling of hoises, and liarnessing 
of eariiages, ami distributing of driuk-moiiey.' 
'Hie marquis left a broad-jiieeo for the gratiflea- 
tion of (lilhcn Girder’s household, Avliieli ho, tlnj 
said Gilbert, Avas for some time disposed to convert^ 
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to his own use ; l)in;^wnll ilio writer assuring 
him ho was jiistilied iu so doing, seeing he waS 
the disbiirHer ol 1lK»se espe uses which were the 
occasion of the gialiliealion. Jhit, nofw’itli* 
Rtaiiding this legal authority, (lilberl could not 
find in hi-, heart to dim tlio splendour of his late 
iiosj)ilaIity, by poeketiug anytliing in the nature 
of a gralnily. Jle only assured liis. menials he 
w(»ul(l eonsidor Lheiu as a damned ungrateful 
]»a(‘k, if they bought a gill of lirandy elsowlH*re 
ilian out of liis own stores; and us the diiiik- 
nioney was likely to go to ils legitimate, use, he 
eoniforted liiinself tliai, iu this inajiner, the 
marquis's doimtivo woiihl, without any iui]>eaeh- 
ineiit of credit and eliaraeler, eonic iiltimalely 
into his own exclusive possession. 

While arrangements WTre making for de- 

1 >arturc, Uavenswood made blitlio the heart of 
lis aneient buth r, bv lulormiFig him, cautiously, 
Ijowover (for he knew ( 'aleb’s w.irmtli of imagina- 
tion), of the prol).d)le i-haFJge wliieli was about to 
take ])laee iu Ids fortunes. He deposited with 
Jiaidersfon, at the .•■a?U(‘ time, the gi eater part of 
his slemler funds, wdlh an assuraneo, whieli he 
W'HS obliged to reiteuvile more than onec, that lie 
himself had snHieient supplies in certain prospect. 
Jfo therefore enjoined (\ileh, as lie valued his 
favour, to desist from all luither manuuivres 
against the iiihalntants of Wolfs Hojie, tlnu’r 
cellars, poultry yards, and substance wliatsoever. 
In this jiroldintioii the old domestic acquiesced 
more readily than his ma}t<r ex]ieeled. 

Mtw'as doubtless,’ he sai<l, ‘a shame, a dis- 
credit, and a sin, to Jiarry the puir creatures, 
when the family w'cre in eircumstauees to live 
honourably on tlieir aiu moans ; and there might 
be wisdom,’ lie addid, ‘in giving them a while’s 
breathing time at any rate, that they might be 
the more readily luMuglit foiwvard upon bis 
honour’s future occasions.’ 

This matter being settled, and having taken 
nn ailbetionale farewell of his old (loinestie, the 
Master rejoined liis noble relative, who was now 
ready to enter his carriage. Tin* tw’o landladies, 
old and young, ha^ing leceived, in all kindly 
greiding, a kiss from eaeb of their noble guests, 
slood simpering at the door of tlicir bouse, as the 
eoach-and-six, followed by its train of clattering 
liorsemen, lliiinder(‘d out of the \ illage. Hilbert 
(b'rder also .sto(Kl upon his lliivsliohl, now look- 
ing at his honoured right liaud, Aliieh hud been 
so lately shaken by a manpiis aiul a lord, and 
now giving a glance into the interior of his 
mansion, wdiieh manifested all the disariay of 
the hue revel, as if balancing the distiuetion 
whieli bo had attained with the expenses of the 
entertainment. 

At length 4ie opened his oracular jaws. ‘ Let 
every man and woman brie set about their ain 
business, as if then* was nae sic thing as marquis 
or master, duke or drake, laird or lord, in this 
world. Lot the house be redd u]), the broken 
meat set by. and if th<'ia is ony thing totally 
liueatablo, -let it be gien to Ibe ]>uir hdk ; and, 
gndcinother and wife, 1 hae just ae thing to 
ontreat yc, that ye w-ill ueve'i speak to nn* a 
single wonl, good or had, aneut a’ tliis non^ieiise 
vrark, but keen a’ your (‘racks about it to your- 
seVs aud your Icimraera, for my head is wceLnigh 
dees w}’ it already,* 


As Girder’s authority was tolerably absolute, 
all deiiarlod to their usual oeeuiiatioiis, leaving 
him to build castles in the air, if he had a mind, 
upon the court lavour wdiieh ho had acquired by 
the expenditure of his w<jrldly substance. 


CHAPTER XXV E 

n«'W I Poititnc l>v tlio fo:ckt.t, 

Anti i( ‘,1 m’ c,t.ip(s I'ly (lie f.iiiit i, mine; 

lit* lh.it ]\.Uh hiiftclctl yilli ‘■K’ln atUt sity, 

Post knoMs to shnju- }iis coin sc to i.ivoiiiing hrcc/os. 

Old I'iay. 

Our tnivellers i cached Edinburgh W'ithout 
any further adventure, aud tli(‘ J\la*ler of llayens- 
-ivAoflj r,., ijad been ])reyiously settled, took up his 
abode wutli bis noble fjiend. 

In the meant iuie, the political crisis wliieli liad 
been ex]>e(‘led took jdaee, and the Tory i>aiiy 
obtained, in tlio Scottish, as in the Engli.di 
eoinieils of (}ueen Anne, a short-lived aseend- 
ene)', of which it is not our business to trace 
either the cause or eons«'(pieiie(‘s. Sutli(’(^ it to 
say, that ilulfecled the dilferont jiolitieal parties 
according to the nature of tlu’ir priuei])lcs. lii 
EnglanrI, many of the High fhuicli party, wdth 
Harley, afterwards Karl ol Oxford, at their head, 
alfeeteil to s(‘parate their iwinciples from those 
of the Jneohites, and, on that account, obtained 
the denomination of Whimsicals. The Scottish 
High Ohur(‘h party, on the eontiafy, or, as they 
tt'nned themselves, the (\’ivalierM, were more 
consistent, if not so prudi’iit, in tli(*ir ])olities, 
and vievveil all the (‘baum s now’ madi* ns jirepara- 
iory to calling to tlie iTirone, upon the f|nceii's 
demi.so, lierbiolher, the Ohevalicr de St, (rcorge. 
Those w'lio had sullered in his service now enter- 
tuiii(*d tlie most unreasonable Inqips, not only 
of indcninifieation, Imt of vengoanee ujion thedr 
]»olitienl adversaries ; wdiile families attached to 
t’uo AAdiig interest saw’ notliing before them but 
a re,newal of the harilships they liad midergonn 
during the reigns of (^harles the Second and his 
brother, and a jelali.itioii ol the eoiiliseation 
whi<‘h had been inllieleil uixm the Jacobites 
(hiring Ibat ol King Willifim. 

r>ut the most alarmed at the change of system, 
W’as tliat prmhmtial set of persons, some of whom 
aic found in all governments, hnt W’ho nbouiul 
ill a provincial administration like that of 
Seolland during the period, and who arc what 
Cromwcdl ealliMl waiters upon iVoviilcncc, or, iu 
other words, uniform adherents to the jiarty who 
arc iijipennost. ^lany of these hast(*iied to read 

their recantation to tlio Maivjuis of A ; and, 

ns it w’ns easily seen that he took a deep interest 
in Ibo alfairs of his kinsman, the Master of 
Kaven.swmod, they w'cro the first to suggest 
measures for retrieving at least a part of hia 
proportj’’, and for r(*storiiig him in blood against 
libs father’s attainder. 

Old fjord Turntijipet professed to booiie of Iho 
most anxious for the success of lliese measures ; 
for ‘ it grieved him to the very saul,' he said, 

* to see so brave a young gentleman, of sic nuld 
and undoubted noliility, and what was inair than 

a’ that, a blude relation of the Marquis of A , 

the roan wdiom,* he swore, ‘he honoured most; 
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iipt)n the faro of the ycarlh, lironj^lit lo so aevrro 
a imss. For liis ain pair jicruluir,’ ho said, 
*an<l to coiitributo somctlnii*:; to tlio roliahilita- 
lion of sao auld aiio house,’ the said TuvutijjjK t 
sent iu tliroo family j>iotiiios larking iluj frames, 
and six higli-baokod rhairs, Avilli woikod 'I'lirkoy 
cushions, having the crest of Kavoiiswooll 
hroidcred thereon, ^\illunit cliargiu«; a j>enny 
either of the principal oi ’ driest they had eo'^t 
him, when ho bought them, sixloru yens ]>rhue, 
at a ronp of the furniture of Jjord Itaveiiswood’s 
lodgings in the Canongate, 

Much more to Lonl Turntij»pet’s disma}" than 
to his surprise, although lie alleeled to feel more 
of the latter than the former, the manpus 
receive<l his gift very dryly^ ainl ohser\ed, 1li.it 
his lordship’s restitution) if lie eNjiected it to be 
received by tlio Master of Jhnenswood and bis 
friends, must eomprelM ml a nietty largo hirm, 
which, having been inoilg.nged to Tiirntii»i)el tor 
a very inadcipiati* sum, he h i<l eontrivisl, during 
the eoiifusioii ol the family alV.iirs, nnd hy means 
well understood hy the lawyers of Ih.it pi'riod, to 
aeipiire to hinisolf in absolute iirojiert^. 

The old tiino-serviiig lordA\ineefl e\eeSftivoly 
under this rcMpiisitioii, protesting to (hid that he 
saw no occasion tlio lad eould havi' (or the instant 

I iOHsessioii of the hiinl, .M-eiiig lie would donld- 
ess now recover the hulk of his I'statr Irom Sir 
AV'illiam Ashton, to wliii-h li(‘ was le.iily lo ion 
tribute by every moans in his jmwer, ns was 
just and rcasoiiiihle ; and fiiinlly deelaiiug that 
he was will ii^ to settle the land on (he young 
geutlemun, after Jiis own naliiial demise. 

lint all these exeiises .nvalled nothing, nml 
ho was eoiujV'lled to disgtuge (lie juopeity, on 
receiving hark tin* sum lor whi<*h it had been 
mortgaged. Having no other means of making 
peace witJi the higher pow'crs, he ndiirneil lioiiie 
sorrowful mid nialeontent, eom plaining to his 
confidants, ‘tliat every mutation or ehange in 
the state had hitherto been iinxluetivo of .some* 
.sma’ advantage lo him in his ain ipiiid .affairs; 
hut that the iircscnt had (pi/e upon it !)eost Jiim 
one of the best ])en-fe.ilheis o’ lii.i wing,' 

Similar measures wane tlneateiied against 
others wJio hail profiled hy tlie wnark of the 
fortune of Itaveuswood ; and Sir 'William Asli- 
toii, in ]>arlicular, was men.aeedwilh an appe.il 
to the House of J’eers .agiinsl the Judicial sen- 
tences under whieh In* held the castle and 
barony of Raveiiswood. With liim, however, 
the Master, as well for Lucy ’ft sake as on ac- 
count of the h()S])i1ality he had received from 
hifti, felt liimself under*th(‘ necessity of proceed- 
ing with great candour. He wrote to the late 
Lord Keeper, for he no longer lield that ofliee, 
stating frankly the engagement which existed 
between him nnd Miss Asblon, rcrjnestiiig his 
iiermission for their union, ami assiiiing him of 
his willingness to ])ut I ho settlement of all 
matters betw'ocn them iijiou siieli a footing as 
Sir Svilliam liimself should think favoiiralile. 

The same me.s.sengcr wais eliarged with a letter 
to Lady Aslitoii, dei>reeatiijg any cause of dis- 
jilcasure which the Master might unintentionally 
have given her, enkarging nimu his attaehmeiil 
to M-iss Ashton, nnd tho length to which it had 
proceeded, and conjuring the lady, as a Douglas 
m «lf» well in iiawe, jjeiierously to forget 
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ancient preiudjccs and misunderstaudings , nml 
to believe that the family had acquired n friend, 
nnd she herself i. ix‘aj)Octfnl and attached humhln 
servant, in him who subscribed himself Edgar, 
M.isti‘r of Kavriiswood. 

A third letter Ihiveiiswood addresseS to Lucy, 
and the messenger was instructed to find some 
secret and sei nn* means of tlelivering it into her 
ownbimK. ]( eont.iimd tho strongest jirotesta- 
tions of eonlinned a licet ion, and dwxdt n]»on tho 
approaching ebange of tliew liter's fortunes, as 
eliiefiy v.tln.-ible by lemling to lemovo the im* 
jiediments to their niiioii, lie lelited the steps 
he had taken to oxercinne the pieju<lieos of her 
(lareiits, and espeeially of her mother, and ex- 
pressed his hopes the\ might prove elVectual. 
If not, he still tni'-ted that his nh.senee from 
Seotl.iml iqioii an important .iml honourahlo 
mission miglil gi\e time for jirejudiees to <lio 
aw.iy, while he hopidand linsled Mis.-t A.shton’s 
eomdam*}, on which he lind the most im])lieit 
lelUuee, would balJle any elforl that might bo 
used to clivert lier att.ielimeiiL Alueb nioi" 
there W'.LS, W'hieli, liowe\er interesting lo iJie 
lovers themselves, would .‘ilford tin' I'cmli'r 
neither iiiten*st nor infoim.'ition. To each of 
these Ihiee leiteis the M.aster of Kaveiisw'ood 
reeeivi'd nn answer, but by diiferent means of 
eoiivey.inee, and em'taiiily eom’hed in very 
diifeient styles. 

Lail;V Ashton answ’ereil liis letter by his ow’ii 
messenger, who w.is not allowed to leniaiii at 
Jlavenswood a moment longer than she was en- 
gaged in p< lining (lies** line-». * For tlm hand of 
Air. Kaviiiswood ol Wolfs Crag Those; 

‘8ih, unknown --I have received a letter, 
signed ICdgar, Ahister of Kaycmsw’ood, eoncern- 
iiig tho wiiter wh(*reof J am niieertain, seeing 
Ih.it tho honours of such a family were forfeited 
for high treason in the ]K‘i.son of Allan, laic 
Lord Kdvenswood. Sir, if yon shall hajijieii to 
he the person so snhseribing ^murself, you W'ill 
])lease to know, th.il I el.iim the full interest 
of a iwieiit in Miss Lucy Ashton, w'hieh 1 havo 
disposed of irrevoeahjy in heh.alf of a woithy 
person. And, sir, were tin's otherwise, I would 
not listen to a piojiosal liom you, or any of your 
house, seeing theij- hand has been uniformly held 
up against the freedom of (ho subject, nnd tlio 
iiiimnnithss of Cod’s kirk. Sii', it is uot a f lighter- 
ing blink of ]>roHiauity wdiieh can change my 
eonstant ojiinion in this regard, seeing it has 
lieen my lot heforo now, like holy David, to sec 
the w'ieked great in power, and flourishing like a 
green hay-tree ; m-vei-theless 1 jiassed, and they 
were not, nnd tJie ])ln(\‘ thereof knew' them no 
moie. Wishing you to Jay these things to your 
lieait for your own s.ike so far as they may oon- 
eern yon, I jir.ay you to take no fartlier notice 
of Iier, w'ho desiioa to rcumin your unknown 
Kirvant, 

‘ Mahoabict DoufiLAs, otherwise Ashton.' 

Almiit t\vo days after he liad received this very 
uuisatisfaetory epistle, the Master ot Ka venswootf, 
whihi walking up the High Street of Edinburgh, 
was jo.stled hy a jicrson, in whom, as tho iriau 
})uUcd off Jiis bat to make an apology, he re- 
co^i8e4 LoQkhard, the confideptial domoetic of 
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Sir William Asliton. TIio man bowed, slipijrd 
a letter into his liaiid, and disappeared, 'Iho 
packet contained Ibiii* closely-written folios, from 
which, liowever, as is sometimes incident to the 
com]>ositi(Wis of ^reat lawyers, little could bo ex- 
tracted excej>1iii:< that the wiiter felt himself in 
a very iuizy?lio^c i)re(Heameiit. 

,Sir \Vi!liam s])oke at Iciif^th fd his high value 
nnd regard for his dear young friend, the blaster 
of llaveiiswood, and of liis very extreme higli 
value and regard for the Maujuis of A his 
very dear old fiieml;--hc trusled that any 
nieasuros that they might adopt, in which he 
was concerned, would Imj carried on with due 
regard to the sanctity of ihcreets, and judg- 
ments obtained ui font rontrntio'iO ; ])rotesling, 
heforo men and angids, that if tho Lw of Scot- 
land, as declared in lur suj>renie e<*urts, were 
to undergo a vevr-v^-il in the Kngliih House of 
Lords, tlic evils which w'oiild Ihenec aiise to the 
imhlic would inlliet a greater w^ound upon his 
Jieart, than any Joss he might himself sustain hy 
such irregular ju-oceediiigs. lie llo\iri‘'hed imieii 
on generosity and forgiveness of ninlual injuries, 
and hinted at the niutiihility of human atlairs, 
always favourite to])ies wnth the weaker party in 
jiolitics. He patluJtieally Jaiiientod, and ^uilly 
censured, the haste whieh had heen used in de- 
priving him of his situation of Lord Jv(‘e|M*r,* 
which his experience had enalih'd him to till 
W’itli some advantage to the puhlie, without so 
much as giving him an opportunity of ex]»lain 
iug how far his owui views of geueial i»olities 
might essonlially dilfer fioin those now in power. 

He w'as eonvineed tljc Manpiis of A liad as 

sineere intentions towards the public, as himself 
or any man ; and if, uj)on a eoiiAu’cnee, they 
eouhl have agi’ced upon ilic measures hy whieli 
it was to be pursued, bis exjK'rieiiee and bis 
interest hbonld have gone to Mip]»ort tbe present 
ndmlnislratiou. Upon tbc engagement betwixt 
llavensw'ood and his daughter, he .s])oke in a dry 
and confused inaiiiier. lie regretted so ])renia1 m e 
a step as tlio engagement of the young people 
should have been taken, and conjured the Master 
to reiuemher he had never giMMi any eiuourage- 
nient thereunto ; and o))scrv»Ml, that, as a traiis- 
aietiou inter viinorci^^ and without eoneurreuee of 
his daughter’s naliiral euiatfus, tho engagement 
was inept and void in Jaw'. ^rhis pioeijatate 
measure, lie added, liad I'roduM'd a very had 
elfect upon Lady Ashton’s mind, wdiieh it W'as 
impossihlo at lu'cseiit to roinove. Her son, 
(kuonel Douglas Ashton, liad embraced her 
])rejiuliee8 in tbe fullest extent, and it W'as 
impossible for Sir William to adojit a eouise 
disagreeable to them, wdtlioiit n fatal and ir- 
reconcilable bieadi in liis iainily, W'liich was 
not at present to be iliouglit of. Time, the 
great physician, he ho}»*d, woiihi mend all. 

In a postscript, Sir AVilliam said soinetliing 
more explicitly, which seemed to intimate that, 
rather than the Inw^ ol Scotland should sustain 
A severe W'ouiid Ihrougli lii.^ si<les, bj' a reversal 
of the judginont of ber supreme emirts, in the 
CASQ of the barony of l{a’\ensw<»od, tbrough the 
intervention of w-hat, with all '•ubmission, lie 

^IThis oh\iously caititot apply to Sir James Dal- 
rymple. Lord Riair, who was inen death h.-id never 
heei} deprived or any such office.) 


must term a foreign court of appeal, lie himself 
would exlrajudicially consent to considerable 
sacrifices. 

From Lucy Ashton, by some unknown con- 
veyance, the Master received the following lines: 
— * 1 received yours, but it W'as at tho utmost 
risk ; do not attcmjit to write again till better 
times. I am sore beset, but 1 will be true to my 
w'ord, while the cxereisc of my reason is vouch- 
safed to me. That you are liajipy and prosperous 
is some consolation, and my situation requires it 
all.' The note was signed L. A. 

This biter filled Kavenswood with the most 
lively uhum. He made many attempts, not- 
willislamling her ]iroliiLition, to convey letters 
to Miss Ashton, anil even to obtain an inter- 
viewr; but his plans w'crc frustrated, and lie liad 
only tl‘'‘ mortitieation to learn, that anxious and 
etieetual ]»recautions had been taken to prevent 
tho ])ossil)ility of their eoiTcsjiondeiiee. The 
Master was the more distressed by these eir- 
euinstanees, as it heeaiiio inijiossiblo to delay 
bis departure from Scotland iij>oii tbe important 
mission wiiich bad been eoniided to him. Hcfoio 
Ids dejiartine, lie juil Sir AVilliam Ashton’s letter 

into the hands of the Marcpiis of A , wiio 

(iiserved, with a .smile, that Sir William’s day 
of gra(‘(! was past, and that he had now to learn 
whieli side of the hedge the sun had got to. It 
was with the greatest (litliculty that llaveiiswood 
extorted from the manjnis a promise that he 
w’oiild eornpionii.se the proeeeding.s in jiarlia- 
meiit, jiroviding Sir William should be disposed 
to acquiesce in a union betw'een liiin and Lucy 
Asliton. 

* I would liardly,' said tbe mar([ui.‘i, 'consent 
to your throwing away > our liirthright in this 
manner, w'erc 1 not perfectly eoiitident that 
L.ady Ashton, or Lady Douglas, or whatever she 
calls herself, wdll, ns Scotchmen say, k^ep liei‘ 
threep ; and that her bushand dares not con- 
tradict her.’ 

' Hut vet,’ ,‘!aid the Ma.ster, ‘ I trust your lord- 
ship will fonsider niy (’iigagement as sacred ?’ 

* lielievo my word ot honour,’ said the mar- 
quis, ‘ I w'ouhl be a friend even to your follies ; 
and Jiaving thus told }ou tny opinion, 1 will 
endeavour, as oce.ision othrs, to serve you 
a< 'cording to your own.* 

The Master of Kaviuiswood could but thank 
his generous kinsman .md patron, and leave him 
lull jiow’cr to net in all liis alfairs. He departed 
from Scotland njion his nus.sioii, wiiich, it W’as 
su]q>osed, might detain liirn upon the Contiii.cnt 
for some months. 


CHAPTER XXVIL 

W.as ever woman jji this humour woo’d? 

Was ever woman in this humour won? 

I'll have her. 

Richard thk Third. 

Twelve months bad passed away since tbe 
Master of Kavensw'ood’s dc])arturc for the Con- 
tiiientj and although his leturn to Scotland had 
been expected in a much shorter si»aco, yet the 
affairs of his mission, or, according to a prevail- 
ing i cport^ others of a natpre personal to himijelfj 
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rUH detained him ahroafJ. In tho meantime, 
the altered state o£ alFairs in Sir AYilliam 
Ashton’s lainily may bo gathered from 11 »e 
following conversation which took place betwixt 
lincklaw and his conlidential bottJe-eoini>anion 
an<l dependent, tho noted (’aj)taiii ( h’aigengelt. 

They were seated on eillier si«le of the Jiuge 
sepulchral -looking lieesl<iiio chinmey in the low 
liall at (lirnington. A \ ood lire blazed merrily 
in the gi*atc ; around oaken table, placed between 
them, supported a stouj) of excellent claret, two 
rummer glasses, and other good cheer ; and yet, 
with all these appliances ami means to hoot, the 
countcnancQ of the patron v.as duhious, <Ioubtfiil, 
and unsatisfied, while tho invention of his <le- 
nendent was taxed to tho utmost, to paiiy what 
lie most dreadwl, a lit, as lie called it, of tlie 
sullens, on tho part of his proti'ctor. After a 
long pause, only interrupted by the dexil’s 
tattoo, wdiieh Iliieklaw ke]>t boating against the 
lienrili with the too of his hoot, (’raigcngelt at 
last ventured to break silence. *May I be 
doublo-distaneed,’ said ho, ‘if ever 1 saw^ a man 
in my life have less tho air (if a l)ridegronm ! 
(Jut mo out of fciithcr, if you liave not more the 
look of a man condemned to he hanged ! ’ 

*My kind thanks for the conijiliinenl,’ rejilicHl 
Tlucklaw ; ‘but I sujipose you tliink iijion the 
i)rodicamcnt in wliieli you yourself arc most 
likely to he j)lae(vl ; and pray, Caplain Craigen- 
gelt, if it jnease your worship, wliy should I 
look merry, when I am sad, anti devilish sad 
too ? ’ • 

‘And that’s what vexes me,’ said Craigon- 
gelt. ‘Here is this match, the best in the 
whoh' country, and wlneh you were so anxious 
about, is on llie point of lieing eoneluded, and 
you are as sulky as a bear that has lust its 
whelps.' 

‘1 do not know,' answered the laird dog- 
gedly, ‘wluitlier I should coneliide it or not, 
if it was not that I am too far fonvaids to leaji 
back.’ 

‘Leap hack !’ cxelaimcd Craig<‘ngelt, wdth a 
well -assumed air of astoiiKshment, ‘ tliat would 
he p’aying the hack -game wilh a witjic.ss ! Lc'ap 
hack: ! wdiy, is not the girl’s forlune -- 

‘The young latly’s, if you please,’ said Hay- 
ston, intciruntiiig him. 

‘W(j 11 , well, no disrespi'ct meant. — AVill Miss 
Asht(m’s tocher Jiot weigli against any in 
Loiliiaii ? ’ • 

‘ ranted, ’ nnsweiTd Hiiekhiw' ; ‘but I care 
not a penny for her tocher - 1 have enough oi 
lay owm.’ 

‘And the moLlicr tliat loves you like her own 
child?’ 

‘ lletter than some of her children, I believe,’ 
said Hucklaw', ‘or there w’ould be little love 
wared on the matter.’ 

‘And Colonel Sholto Douglas Ashton, who 
desires the marriage above all earthly things V 

‘ Because,’ said Bueklaw, ‘he expects to earjy 
the coiftfy of throiigli my interest.’ 

‘And the father, who is as keen to see the 
match concluded, as ever 1 have been to wdu a 
main ? ’ 

‘Ay,’ said Bueklaw, in the same disi^araging 
manner, ‘it lies with Sir William’s policy to 
secure the next best match, since he cannot 
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barter bis cliild to tlio great Ravenswoixl 
i.*?tate, which tho Englinh House of Lords are 
about to w’reiich out of hi.«i cJutehes.’ 

‘What say you to tlie young lady Ikm self ' ’ 
said Cidigehgelt ; ‘the finest }onng woman in 
.ill Sitilland, one tli.it >011 nsciJ to be so fond of 
wlieu she wai cio'.n, and now .she consents to 
li.ive you, and givi's up Inu’ engagement with 
Ibiv'enswooil, yon aie lor jilibing I must sa}’’, 
the devil’s in \e, wlnn y* neither know what 
you would have, mu* wli.ii ;ynii would want.’ 

‘I’ll tell you my muining iu a word,’ an- 
svv(*re.l Huckldvv, gi*ttingn]> and walking through 
the room ; * I waul to know what the devil is * 
the eausr‘ ol Miss A^ldon’s ihanging her mind 
.so .suddenly.’ 

‘And what need you care,’ said ("raigengelt, 
‘since the <*hange is in xmn’ lav our {’ 

‘ I’ll tell you what it is,’ relumed his patn.ii, 

‘1 never kiu'W’ much of that mil of fine ladies, 
and I believe they may be as eajnieious a.s tlie 
d(*vil ; blit tbero is sonn-tbiiig in Miss Aslito»r.s 
eli.uigo a devili.sb deal loo 5udd(ui and too 
serious for a mere ilisk of Ik r own. I’ll be 
iMuind Tjady Ashton understandM ei ery machine 
for hivakiiig in the hniiiaii iniml, and flierc are 
as many as there me ( aimon-bits, martingales, 
and (‘avessons for young ei.lts.’ 

‘ And if that were not the ease,’ .‘■aid Cr.iigcn- 
gelt, ‘liovv the devil should we ner gel them 
into training at all { ’ 

‘And that’s true too.’ said Bueklaw, Rusjiond- 
ing his march througli the dining room, and 
I(Miiing ui)on the hack of a ehaii. ‘ And besides, 
here’.s Kavoiswood in the w.iy still ; do you 
think hi‘’ll give up Lucy’s engagement i* 

‘To be sure be will,’ answend ( ’laigengell ; 
‘vvliat good can it do liiiu to n*lus(‘, since 
lie wishes to inairy aiiollnr woman, and .she 
another man ? ’ 

‘And you believe scrnuisly,’ said Bueklaw, 

‘ tli.it be is going to jnany the foreign lady we 
heard of?’ 

‘You beard } ourself,’ answered C’niigtngelf, 
‘wli.it (’aplain Weslenho .s.iid aliont il, and 
the gieat pn'paratioii made for their hlithesoine 
bridal.’ 

‘Captain We.-tenlio,' leplied Bueklaw, ‘haj 
r.'itlier too niiieh of }onr own ea.sl about him, 
(’laigie, to make wliat Sir Willkini would call a 
“ianion^ w'itne.-' Jf- drinks deeji, ]>lays deej', 
swears d(*ep, and I sii.speet can lie and cheat a 
little into the baigain ; ii.sefu] cpialitie.s, Craigie, 
if ke]it in their j>n']»er splierr', liut which liaie a 
little loo inneli of the free bool(‘r to makeatiguio 
in a court of evidence.’ 

‘ \YelI, tlini,’ said Craigengelt, ‘will 3011 be- 
lieve, Colonel DonghiH A.sbtoii, who Iieard the 

Alanjuis ol A say in a public eireb-, init 

not aware that bo was within ear-shot, that Iiis 
kinsman liad made a bett(»r arrangeniei i for 
himself than to give his fatlier’s land for tho 
jiale-eheeked daughter of a hroken-dovvn fanatic, 
and that Bueklaw was welcome to the wearing of 
llaven.svvoo(V.s sliaiigliled shoes ? ’ 

‘ Did he say .so, by heavens ! ’ cried Bueklaw, 
breaking out into one of those iineontrollahlo 
fits of jiassion to which he was constitutionally 
subject, — ‘if 1 liad heard him, I would have 
torn tho tougue out of his tliroat before all his 
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and niiiiiouH, and Highland bullies into 
tlio bargain. WJiy did nut Ashton run him 
through till.' body 

*Ca])ot iiio Tl'l know,’ s^iid ilu* laiiLam. ‘llo 
(loHi'VNod it sine I'liougli ; but Ik i\ iiii old man, 
uud a minislt r of st.ilo, and Ihorc Avuuld bo more 
risk tlian rrodit in lUKddliiig with him. Von 
had more need to think of making nii to Miss 
liUey Ashton the di.sgriieo lhal'nlike lol.ill ii]»on 
lier, Ilian ol* interfeiing with a nriii too old to 
tight, and on loo liigh a stool for ^oiir hand to 
reaeli him.’ 

* Ft shaff reaeh Jiiiii, though, one day,’ saiil 
Fhieklaw, ‘and his kinsman Itavon -.wood tohoot. 
In the meantime, I’ll take I'aio Miss Ashton re 
eeivcH no diseredit (or the slight they liave put 
Upon lier. It’s an awkward Joh, howe\ei, and 
1 wish it were ended ; 1 se:nv»‘ 1 :m.m\ how to 
talk to her, - hiit till a bumjK'r, t'raigh, and 
We’ll drink her health. 11 glows late, and a 
night-eowl of good elaiel iswoiLli all the eon- 
sidcring-eaps in Kurojie.’ 


CIIAPTHR XXMJJ. 

It was the lopy nf om <<jnt<*uiKe. 

In IhvI, sin* slept not l<»r my it ; 

At Ijoatd, slu itil not for iny m^;iau > 

Alone, it w.v. the M»bj< ( t of my iheiiie; 

In iomiJ.in>, I often ^latueil .it it. 

Co»ii-iA Ol EkKOKS. 

Tiik. iK'xt morning .saw' Ihiekhnv and his 
faithful Aehale-j, (haigeiigell, at Jtavensw'ood 
Castle. They weie most eourteously reeeived 
hy the knight and In'* la<ly, as w'ell as by (lieir 
son and beir, (Ndoinl Ashton. AHkf a good 
deal of stammering a ml blusbiiig, for Ihieklaw, 
iiotwithstamliiig his aud.uily in oilier matters, 
had all the sheepi di b-isldnlm'^s eonnnon to tlioM' 
who have livod little in resjiM-table so<M(*t \ -lie 
eontrieed at h nglii to exjd.uu ins wish to be 
ailmitled to a (‘onleienee v. ilh Miss A.-n)iloji, 
upon tlie siibji'i I of tlieir approaehing union. 
(Sir William and bis son lookeil at I jinly Ashton, 
wdio repJieit w'ith the giealest eompo.snre, ‘that 
Ijiiey would wait upon Mr. Ha>s(on directly. 

1 bojie,’ she added, with a smile, ‘that as Iju<*y 
is vory young, and has been l.ib'ly trepauiu<F 
into an < ngagemeiif, of wbieh she n now Imaitily 
luhamed, oiir dear lineklaw W'ill exense ber 
W’isli, Unit 1 sliould be jiri'sent at their inter- 
view /’ 

* In tinth, ii«y dear lady,’ said lhieklaw% *il is 
tlie \ery thing lli.il 1 would liave desired on my 
ow'ii .aeeomil ; fr.r I h.i\o bi'eii so Jit tie aeeus 
turned to wild is ejdled gallaidry, that 1 shall 
eedainly fall into s<une i ivsed mistake, unless 
I have the ad\aiil.igc o) jour ladyship as an 
interpivter.’ 

ItwavS thus that Ihieklaw', in the peiiurbalion 
of his onihiUTas,inent upon this eiiti' al oeeasioii, 
for^t thcjmsl a))prehendoiH hi had entertained 
of Lady Ashton’s ovi'iheaiiug aseendeney over 
her daugliter’s mind, and lost an opportuirity of 
asuertaiaing, by his own iuvehiigatiun, the real 
state of Lucy’s fei>lings. , 

The other gentlemen left the room, and in 
a short time, Lady Aslilun, followed hy licr 


daughter, entered the apartment. She aj)- 
liearcil, as he lunl seen her on former occasions, 
ratJier eomposed than agitated ; but a nicer 
judge than ho could scai'*e have determined 
wliether her* laliuiiestf W'as that of despair or of 
iiidilfcrence. Ihicklaw was too much agitated 
hy his own feelings minutely lo serntini/e those 
ol the hidy. lie .stammered onf an unconnected 
address, eon founding together the two or three 
topie.s to which it i elated, and sloi»pod short 
before lie brought it to any regular eonelusion. 
Miss Asliton lisfeiied, oi looked a.s ifslie listened, 
but reinimd not a single woid in answer, con- 
tinuing lo fi\ lier eyes on a small jiieco of em- 
broidery, on w'liich, /,LS if by instinct or habit, 
bci liiigei.s w'eie busily employed. Lady Ashton 
sal at .some dislaiKT, almost screened Ironi notice 
bj the deep embrasure of the window' hi wbieh 
sin* had placed lier chair. Fiom this slic whis- 
]a red, in a toni' of voice, which, though soft and 
sweet, had something in it of admonition, if not 
loniniaiid, ‘Lucy, my dear, icmcmher - have 
joii lieard wind Ihicklaw has hccii saying?’ 

The idea ol lier inotiii'i’a ]»re.seiiee scemod lo 
have slip]»ed fiom tin' unlnip]*v girl’s recollec- 
tion. Hhe stalled, (lroi»ped her needle, and 
repeated haslilj, and almost in the same breath, 
the eontiadieloiy answers, * V< s, madam— no, 
my lady- 1 heg jnudou, 1 did not hear.’ 

* Von need not Mush, my lo\e, and still 
le.ss need you look so jiale and fiighleiied,’ said 
Ijiidy Ashton, coming lonvaid ; ‘wp know' that 
maidens’ lais must he slow in receiving a 
gentleman's hinguage ; but jou must remember 
Mr. Ilayston speaks on a subject on which you 
have long since agn'cd to give him a favourahle 
lieaiiiig. Vou know how miidi your fat tier and 
1 Inivc our hearts set upon an event so extremely 
desiiahle.’ 

In Lady Ashton’s xoiee, a tone of impressive 
and e\cn slini inmieiido was sec’uJonsly and 
skilliilly eoiu'cale.l umb'V an ajijiearaiiee of the 
most a licet ion, ite niateinal teiideniess. The 
m.uinei was for Jhicklaw, wlio was easily enongli 
Imposed upon; the matter of the exhortation 
was for the teuiJed bucy, who well knew' how 
to interpiei her inollnr’s liinis. however skil- 
fully Iheir leal ])iu[>orl might he veiled from 
general observation. 

Miss Albion .sat ujirighl in lier ebair, ea.st 
round lier a gl.inec', in wOiicb fear w’ns mingled 
with a still wilder exjiivssioii. but rcuiaiiied 
pel feet ly sil< lit. Ihieklaw, wdio had in the 
meantime jiaeed the room to and fro until he 
had reeo^ ered his com]t()sine, now' stop} lod within 
two Ol llireu y.iuls ot lier chair, and broke out 
a.', follows : ‘ I believi' 1 liave been a d— d fool, 

Miss Asliton : 1 have tried lo speak to you as 
]H*o}>lo tell nu' young ladies like to he talked to, 
and I don’t think you (‘omiu-eheiid what 1 have 
been saving ; ami no wonder, for d — u me if I 
uiiderstaiuj it myself’ lint, I'owevcr, once for 
all, and in liroad Scotch, your father am^ mother 
like what is }>ropo.sed, and if you can take a 
jihiiii young fellow for your husband, who will 
never cross you in anyi liiiig you have a mind to, 
1 will }>laee you at tlie lieml of the best establish- 
ment ill the three Lotliiana ; you shall have Tiady 
(liriiingtoii’s lodging in the f'auoiigate of Edin- 
burgh, go Avhere you 2 )lcaso, do wdiat you please, 
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aiul sec what you i)U*a5.o, and tliat’s fair. Only 
I must liavo a coriKT at the bojiKl-ciul for a 
worililcsH old })layfelloV ol mine, A\h«»so eom[«in^ 
I would rather waul than have, il it wite not 
that tho d--d fellow has j'ei.-n.nh d tne that 1 
can’t do without him; ainl so 1 hoiK- \t»u won’t 
except against Craigie, although it iiughl be easy 
to find iiiu«h bettor conii*uiy.’ 

‘Now, out ui>oii yon, Uneklaw,’ said Lady 
Ashton, again interposing, — ‘how can you think 
Luoy can have any olijofi ion to that Idniit , Ihuk tl, 
good-natured ercatnio, ('aptain ( 'raigengeit 

‘Why, madam,’ loplied Ihieklaw, ‘as to 
(‘raigie’s siiieejiiy, honesty, and goul - nature, 
they arc, 1 heli(‘\e, ])reit 24 miieh iijmn a per - 
hut that’s mitlier hero nor there -the hllow 
knows tny wm\s* and has got useful to me, ami 
I cannot well do without him, as 1 said befuie. 
iJut all this is nothing to (he purpose ; tor sime 
1 have iniistc'red Uj» i“oiirjge to make a ]»laiu 
iroposal, 1 wouhl lain hear Miss Ashton, Ironi 
ler own lips, give me a jdaiii answer.’ 

‘My dear lbiekl;nv,’ said Ijady Ashton, ‘let 
me spare Lucy’s lai'.lihilness. J tell you in her 
preseuee, that sin* ha.i already eonseiitejl to l»e 
guided hy her lather and me in this maltfr.- 
Lucy, my love,’ she addul, wdih (hat singular 
coinhiiial ion of suavity of tone ami jjointed 
cncrg 3 »’ whh'h W'e have alie.uly uotieiHl - Liiey, 
my dearest love! sjii'ak for youi.>ell, is it not 
as I say ? * 

Her vietyn aii>.wei(Mj in a treniiilous and 
hollow voii'e -‘1 hitt pKmiised to olu'y you, — 
hut U])On one condition.’ 

‘She means,’ said Lady Ashton, turning to 
Ihicklaw', ‘she I’Xjieet^ an ausvvtr to tlie dem.ind 
which she lias made upon the man at Vienna, oi 
IL'ilishoij, or l‘aiis-or where is he lor lestitn- 
lion of the engageimml in whieli he had theairl 
to involve her. Yt)U will not, I am .sur<‘, my 
dear friend, •think it is wh»ng lhat she .should 
feci much deli'Mcy iijion this lu‘ad ; imleed, it 
eoiieerns us all.’ 

‘ IVrfeelly light — (piite fair,’ said Ilinklaw, 
half humming, lialf spe.iking tin* end of the old 
song — 

‘ If is bi<-t lo be off ibe obi luvc 
UlIi ic > )U be on wi lli< ikw. 

lint I thought,’ .s.iid lu', pausing, ‘you might 
have had an aiiswia si'v times told tiom Haven 
wood. 1) ■ 11 me, if 1 have flol a mind to go 
and fetch one myself, if Miss Asliton will honour 
mo with the eonuiiission.’ 

‘liy no means,’ said l^ady A.shton ; ‘we ha\e 
had the utmost diflieult;; oi preventing Douglas 
(for whom it woiiM hi' more piojK'r) I'lom t.iking 
so I'fLsh a step ; and do you think we could per- 
mit j'ou, my good frieud, almost eipially t!«ar 
to us, lo go lo u desperate man upon au errand 
80 desperate? In hud, all the li lends of the 
family are of opinion, and my dear Lucy herself 
ought .sy to think, that, as this uuwortliy ]MTson 
has returned no ausw’er to lu'r letter, silence 
must on this, as in other ease.s, ho held to give 
consent, and a contract must ho Kupj)o.sed lo ho 
given up, when tho ]varty waives insisting upon 
it. Sir William, who should know best, is 
clear upon this subject ; and therefore, my dear 
Lucy' 
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‘Madam,’ said Lucy, with unwonled energy, 
‘u!g« me no further-- if this unhajuiy en<.age- 
ment ho ustored, I liav’C already said you c^ball 
ilispo I of me HH you will — till then I .should 
lomniit a b.-.ny^ .sin in the sight of (lod and 
man, in doing, vvlnt you reqiuiv.’ 

‘ liul, my 1<)V(‘, if this man remains obstinately 
silent - 

‘lie will not be siUid,’ ansvveied Lnoy ; ‘it 
is si\ weel.s .sine{‘ 1 sent him n double of my 
ioiniti htlei ]»\ ;i snte hand.' 

" N'oii have not- yon eituld not- you durst 
not,’ .said Lady Vshton, willi v iolem e iiieoiisi^-l- 
nit with tin tone she li.ul inteiideil to assume; 
but inslanlly (oiiKding hei.scll, * My dearest 
Lih‘V,’ .said she, in liei swisdest tone of ev 
pod Illation, ‘how could you think ol such a 
thing ^ ’ 

‘No luatLr,’ said Uuiklaw ; ‘1 ies])eei Mi.ss 
Ashtiui for lier .sentinieiils, and 1 only wisli 1 
had been lier messeng< r ni\’.s»dl.' 

‘Aiul play li(»vv long, Alns A'hloii,’ said her 
mother ironically, ‘are v\i‘ to wait Ihe return of 
yonr Paeohd your taiiv' mes^ejign sime oiir 
humble eonriers ol llesli and blood < oiiJd iiol bo 
tiu'-ti’d in tliis matter 

‘I have numhen‘(I weeks, days, houivs, and 
minutes,* .s,nd Miss Ashtim ; ‘within another 
week I sliall liave an answei, nnh’‘H he is dead, 

'rill that time, sir,’ .she .said, addre.ssnig^ Ihn k- 
law, ‘let me thus far iMholdeii to yon, that 
you w’lll heg my’ motiur to loihear me upon this 
subject.’ 

‘ I will in ik(* il my ])aitieular entiealy to Lady 
Ashb'Ji,’ s.iid Bueklaw . ‘ By my lioncair, madam, 
1 lesjHct your feelings; and although the jno- 
seeiition of this ad nr be rendend dean r to inn 
than ever, yet, as 1 am a genllmnaii, I w<uild 
n non nee il, weiv‘ it so uiged as to give you a 
moiiu'iit'.s ]inin.’ 

‘Mr. Ilayslon, 1 tliink, e.iunol apprelund 
tli.it,’ said L.'idy Aslitoii, looking pale witli ang« r, 
* when the daughter’s liap])im‘s.s lies in tin l)os( m 
of the mother.- Let me ask yon, Mis.s Ashton, in 
what lemis your last letli i- w.-is I'ouehed f ’ 

‘Exactly in tlie.saiiu', mjidam,’ answered Liny’, 
‘wliieh y’oii diid.’iter] on a foiunr (irrnsiou.* 

‘When eight <lay s Jjuve el.ips* d, Hum,’ said In r 
mother, lesnming lu‘r (one ol tenderness, ‘wn 
rliall Impe, my' d<aie.sl love, that you will end 
thin .siispen. e.’ 

‘Miss Asliton must not be hnirie<l, madam,' 
.said Bneklaw, wliose bluntiu' 'lof feeling did not 
by’ any means ,i ii.se I’kuii want ol good ualiue - 
‘ iiu'.sseiiger.s may be .slop]»ed or delayed. 1 have 
known a day ’» journey luoke by' the ea.stiiig of a 
for<*-shoe. Stay, let me see my I'alendai tho 
20lh day' from tldi is St. .hide's, and the day 
before I mnsi }je at Cavertoii Edge to tlio 
niateh between the Ijaird of Killlegirlh’s black 
maie and Johnston the meal-iuonger’a four yiJU- 
old colt ; hut 1 can ride all niglit, or Oraigie can 
bring me -word liow the niateh goes ; and I hojie, 
in the meantinie, as I shall not myself di.stresH 
Miss Ashton with any further impoitnnity, that 
your lady.ship yourself, and Sir William, and 
Colonel Douglas, will have tlie goodness lo 
allow her iiuinterruiited time for making up her 
mind.* 

‘Sir/ said Miss Ashton, ‘you aro generous.* 
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for that, madam,’ answered Bucklaw, 'I 
only pwtetid ter bo a plain, good-lmmotircd young 
fallow, as I said before, who will willingly make 
on liapny if you will permit him, aud sliow him 
ow to (fo so/ 

Having saiil this, ho saluted her with more 
emotion tlian was eonsistent with his usual tram 
of deling, and took his leave ; Lady Ashton, as 
slio acs:*on)panicd liim out of tho apartincnt, 
assuring liim that her daughter did full justice 
to tlio sincerity of his attaehniciit, an<l lerjiust- 
ing him to see Sir William before his departure, 

* since,* as she said, with a keen glance reverting 
towards Lucy, ^against St. Judo’s day wo must 
all ho ready to nyn mid seal. ' 

‘ To sign and seal I * echoed Lucy in a mutter- 
ing tone, as the door of the apartment clo.scd — ‘To 
sign and seal — to do and die * ’ aud, clasping her 
extenuated hands together, she sunk back on tho 
casy-chair she occupied, in a state Ksembliiig 
etupor, 

From this she w'as shortly after awakened 
by the boisterous entry of her brother Heniy, 
who clamorously reminded her of a promise to 
ivo him two yards of carnation ribbon to make 
nots to his new garters. With tho most jiatient 
composure Lucy arose, and opened a little ivoiy 
cabinet, sought out the ribbon tho lad waiiteci, 
measured it accurately, out it off into proper 
lengths, and knotted it into tho fashion his 
boyish whim reiniired. 

‘ Diima shut the cabinet yet,* said Henry, * for 
I must have somo of your silver wire to lasten 
tho bells to my hawk’s jesses, —aud yet tho new 
falcon’s not worth them neither ; lor do you 
know^, after all tho plague wo had to got her from 
an eyrie, all the way at Tosso, in Manor Wafer, 
she’s going to iirove, after all, notliing better 
than a riffer— blio just wets her singles in tho 
blopsi of tho partridge, and tluni breaks aw’ay, 
and lets her fly ; and what good can the poor biid 
do after that, you know, except pine and die in 
tho first heather -cow or whin -bush she can 
crawl into ? * 

‘Right, Henry — right, very light,’ said Lucy 
moiirnftilly, holding the boy fast by the liamf, 
after she had given him tho wuic he wanted; 
‘but there are more liflcrs in tho woild than 
^our falcon, and more woundc<I birds that seek 
but to die in quiet, that can find neither brake 
nor whin-bush to hide their heads in.* 

‘ Ah ! that’s somo speech out of your romances, * 
said the boy ; ‘ and Sholto says they have turned 
your bead. But I hoar Norman whistling to the 
hawk ; I must go fasten on the jcs8c.s.’ 

And ho sciimpcr(‘d aw'ay W'ith tho tliouglitless 
gaiety of boyhood, leaving his sister to tho bitter- 
ness of her own n flections. 

* It is decreed,' she raid, ‘that every living 
creature, even those who ow'c me most kindness, 
ai*e to alum me, and h‘a\e mo to those by whom 
1 am l)eset. It is just it should bo thus. Alone 
|lud uncounselled 1 involved myself in these 
pek*Ile<vMalono and uncounselled I must extricate 
niyaaUor die.’ 


CJHAPlEIi XKIX. 

0 

What doth ensue 

But moody and dull melancholy, 

Kinsnum to arim and comfortless despair, 

And, at her heels, a huge infectious troop 
Of p.>lc disteinpcratnres, and foes to life? 

Comedy of Ennons. 

As some \ indication of tho ease with which 
Bucklaw (who otherwise, as he termed himselfi 
was really a very good-humoured fellow) resigned 
his judgment to the management of Iiady Ashton, 
while pajiiig liis addresses to lici daughter, the 
reader must cull to mind tho strict domestio 
discipline which, at this period, was exercised 
over tho females of a Scottish family. 

The manners of the country in this, as in many 
other icspccts, coincided with those of France 
before the Revolution. Young women of the 
higher ranks seldom mingled in society until 
after marriage, and, both in law and fact, wrero 
held to be under the strict tutelage of their 
parents, who weio too n])t to enforce tjio views 
for tlicir settlement in life, without paying any 
regard to tho inclination of the parties ghieily 
interested. On such occasions, the suitor ex- 
pected little more from his bride than a silent 
aequicsccneo in the will of her parents ; and as 
few opportunities of acquaintance, far less of 
intimacy, occinrcd, lie made his choice by the 
outside, as tho lovers in the Merchant of Venice 
Rclert the casket, contented to tnist to chaneo 
the issue of the lottery iii which he had hazarded 
a venture. 

It was not therefore surprising, such being the 
general manners of tho ago, that Mr, Hayston of 
Ihicklaw, whom dissipated habits had detached 
111 some degree from the best society, should not 
attend particularly to those feelings in liis elected 
Inido to which many men of move sentiment, 
^'xpciieiirc, and lellcction, would, in all proba- 
bility, bavo been equally iiidifleient. He knew 
what all aeeoiinted tho principal point, that her 
]»aieiit» and friends, namely, weic decidedly in hia 
L\oiir and there existed most powerful reasons 
for their predilection. 

Ill tiulli, tho conduct of the Maremis of 

A since Ravenswoods departure, had been 

such as almost to bar the possibility of his kius- 
niaii’s union with Liuy Ashton. Tho marquis 
was Ravensw^oodXi sincoio, but misjudging friend ; 
or rather, like many friends and patrons, ho 
consulted what be considei‘'(l to be his relation’s 
tiuo Intel cst, altboiigb be knew that in doing so 
he ran counter to his inclinations. 

Tho marquis drove on, therefore, with the 
pleuitudc of ministerial authority, an appeal to 
tho British House of Peers against those judg- 
ments of tho courts of law', by W'hirh Sir William 
became iiosscssocl of Ravoiiswood's hereditary 
property. As this measuie, enforced With all the 
authority of pow'er, was now in Scottis!^! judicial 
proceedings, tliougli now so frequently resorted 
to, it was exclaimed agaius>t by tho lawyers on 
tho opposite side of pmitics, as an interferenco 
with tho civil judicature of the country, equally 
new, arbitrary, god tyrannical. And if it thus 
affected oven strangers connected with tliem only 
by political party, it may be guessed what tho 
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ABhton family themselves said and thought under 
80 gross a dispensation. Sir William, still more 
wondlyrminded than he was timid, was reduced 
to des^ir by the loss by which he was threatened. 
His son's haughtier spirit was exalted into rage 
at the idea of being deprived of his expected 
])atrimouy. But to Lady Ashton's yet more 
vindictive temper, tlio conduct of Havens wood, 
or rather of bis patron, /»j>peared to he an oneiu e 
challen^ng the deepest and most mortal revenge. 
Even the (^uict and contiding tem]»er of Lucy 
herself, swayed by the fipinions expressed l)y ail 
around her, could not but consider the conduei of 
Ravenswood as precipitate and even unkind. ‘ i t 
was my father,’ she repeated, with a sigh, *\n1io 
welcomed him to this jdaoe, and encouraged, 
or at least allowed, the iutiinaey hetwoeii us. 
Should he not have remembered tliis,and requited 
it with at least some mod ei ate degree of pro- 
crastination ill the assertion of his own alleged 
rights? I would have fcii-foitcd lor him double 
the value of these lands, which he pursues with 
an ardour that shows lie has forgotten how much 
I am implicated in tlio matter.’ 

Lucy, however, could only murmur lliese 
things to herself, iiiiwilliiig to increase tbc 
prejudices against her lover cntorlaiiied hy ail 
around her, who exclaimed against the steps 
mrsiied on liis account, as illegal, vexatious, and 
yrannical, resemhJiiig the worst measures in the 
worst times of the W'orst Stuaits, and a degrada- 
tion of Scotland, the decisions of whose learned 
judges wercitlius subjected to the review of a 
court, compobcd, indeed, of men ol the bighest 
lank, but who were not trained to the study of 
any municipal law', and might b<3 supposed 
specially to hold in contempt that of Scotland. 
As a natural eonsequeuee of the alleged in justice 
.meditated towards lier father, every means was 
resorted to, and every argument urged, to induce 
Miss Ashton to break olf her engagement with 
ltaven8woot>, as being scandalous, shaniclul, and 
sinful, formed with the mortal enemy of her 
family, and calcnlatod to add bitterness to the 
distress of lier parents. 

Lucy’s spirit, how'over, was high; and although 
unaided and alone, she could have home mneh 
— she could have endured the ropinings of her 
father — his nmrinuis against what he called the 
tyrannical usage of the ruling party his eeasclesa 
charges of ingratitude against Kaveiiswood -his 
endless lectures on the various means ]jy which 
contracts may bo voided ahd annulled — his 
quotatidns from the civil, the municipal, and the 
canon law — and his jwclcetioiis upon the iiairla 
foUsAm. 

She might have borne also in ])aticncc, or 
ropelled with scorn, the hitter taunts and occa- 
sional violence of her brother, (’oloncl Douglas 
Ashton, and tlie iinpcrtiucnt and intrusive inter- 
ference of other friends and relation.^. But it 
was beypnd nor power oflectualJy to wilhstaml or 
elude the constant and unceasing iK^raceutiou of 
Lady Ashton, who, laying oveiy other wdsli aside, 
had beiit the whole efforts of her powerful mind 
to break her daughter's contract with Ravens- 
'wood, and to place a jierpetual bar belw'oen the 
lovers, by effecting Lucy’s union with Bucklaw, 
Ear more deeply skilled than lier husband in tlie 
reoesSDs of the human heart, sh^ was awsre, that 


4ri 


in this way she ntight strike a Wow of dwp ami 
decisive vengeance upon one whom she esteemed 
as her mortal enemy ; nor did she liesitate at 
raising her arm, although she knew that the 
wound must be dealt through the bosom of her 
daughter. 'With this stern and fixed purpose, 
.she sounded every deep und shallow oi her 
daughler’s soul, ussuniea alteniately ev^ry dis- 
guise ol manner which could servo her object, 
and prej>ared at husurc every species of diro 
machinery hy which the human mind can bo 
wrenched from its .‘cttled determination. Some 
of these ivere of an oluious (leherii)tioii, and 
require only to Ik* cuisojily mentioned; otheis 
w'ere eharaclei ihtie of the time, tlic country, and 
the i>ersons tiigaged in this singular drama. 

It was of the lust eonoequenee that all iulcr- 
conrso betwixt the lovers should be stopped, 
and hy dint of gold and autliority, Lady Ashicn 
eontriied to possess hpi*self of smh a complete 
eoiuinand t»f all who w’ere iilaced arouna her 
ilaughter, that, in • fact, no leaguered Ibi tress 
was ever more completely blockaded ; while, at 
the same time, to all outward appearance, Mias 
Ashton lay under no restrict ion. The verge of 
her |>arcnts’ domains l)ecame, in lespect to her, 
like the view less and eiiehanted line di awn around 
a fdiiy castle, wdieie notbing iiujjermitted can 
either entei* from wilboul, or esea))c from within. 
Tims every letter, in which Ka\ensw"oo(l conveyed 
to Lucy Ashton the indisjtensable leasons which 
(ietaiiHsl liirn abioad, and more than one note 
which poor Luey had addiessed to him through 
what slie thought a .seeure channel, fell into tlio 
haiuls of her mother. It could nf)t ho but that 
the l<*nor of these iiitereeided letters, especially 
those of liavoisswood, should contain something 
to initate the passions and foitily the obstinacy 
of her into whoso hands they fell ; but Laily 
Ashton’s passions w'crc too de(‘p-rooted to reouiro 
thi.s fresh loo<3. She burnt the jiapeis as regularly 
as she peniscd them ; and as they consumed into 
vapour and tinder, regaidcd them with a smile 
uj>on her compressed lips, and an exultation in 
her steady eye, which showed her confidence that 
tlie hojies ol the wiltei’s should soon bo rendered 
equally unsubstantial. 

It usually happeii.s that forluiio aids tlio 
machinal ioiKR of flioso wliu aie prompt to avail 
themselves of ev(‘ry chunee tluit offers. A rciiort 
w'as W’afted from the Continent, founded, like 
others of the same sort, iqion many plausible 
eireuiiisfaijce.s, but without any real basis, stat- 
ing the Master of Kaveiiswood to he on the eve 
of'inairiago witli a foreign lady of fortune and 
distinction. This was greedily caught up by 
hotli ibc jiolitieal parties, who were at ouco 
struggling for jiow'or and for popular favour, and 
who seized, as usual, upon tno most private 
eirciimstanecs in the lives of each other’s parti- 
sans, to convert them into subjects of political 
diH<'Ussion. 

The Alarquis of A gave his opinion aloud 

and puhlicly, not indeed in tlio ooarso terms 
ascribed to him hy Oajitain Craigeng^t^ but in 
a manner sufiiiciently ofifensive to the Affiitons ; 
— ‘He thought the rejiort,* he said, ‘highly 
probable, and heartily wished it might bo true. 
Such a match was fitter and far moro creditable „ 
for a spirited young fellow, tlian a marriage with 
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th4 dau^Hter of an old Wliitf lawyer, whose 
ohioanery had so nearly ruined his father, 

' The ofibior party, of course, laying out of view 
th4 opposition whioh the Master of Ravenswood 
reoeivetl from Miss Ashton’s family, cried shame 
upon his fiekloncss and perfidy, as if ho had 
s5luce<l the young lady into an engagement, 
and wilfully and causelessly abandoned her for 
anothor. 

Suiliciont care was taken that this ro]>ori should 
find its way to Uavenswood Castle through every 
various ehannel, Ijady Ashton being well aware* 
that the very reiteration of the same rumour 
from so many quarters eould not but give it a 
seinblauce of truth. tSy some it was told as a 
))iooe of ordinary news, by sonio eomniunicattsl 
as serious intelligciieo ; now it was wbisporod 
to Lucjy Ashton’s car in the tone of malignant 
pleasantry, and now transmitted to her as a 
matter of grave and serious warning. 

Kven the boy JJenry was made the insiinment 
of adding to bis sister’s torments. One morning 
lie rushed into the room with a willow branch m 
])i$ hand, which he told her had arrived that 
instant from (Termany for her speeial wcaiing. 
Lnoy, as we have seen, w'as remarkably fond of 
her younger brother, and at that moment his 
wanton and thoughtless unkiiidness seemed more, 
keenly injurious than even the studied insults of 
lier elder brother. Her grief, how'over, had no 
shade of resentment ; she folded her arms about 
the boy’s neck, and saying faintly, ‘ Poor Jlcnry ! 
you sneak but what they tell you,’ she burst into 
a Hood of unrestrained te^rs. Tlie boy was moved 
notwitlistanding the tboiiglitlessuess of his age 
and cliaraetcr. ‘The devil take me,’ said he, 

* Lucy, if I fetch you any more of these torment- 
ing messages again j for 1 like you belter,’ said 
he, kissing away the tears, ‘ than the whole pack 
of thoiii ; and you shall have my grey pr>ny to 
ride on, and you shall eaiiLcr him if you like, — 
ay, and ride beyond the village, too, if you have 
a mind.’ 

* Who told you,’ said Lucy, ‘tliat I am not 
permitted to lide wJiero T jdease V 

‘That’s a si*c.jct,’ said the boy ; Mmi you will 
find you can never j'ide beyond flie village but 
your iiorso will oast a shoe, or fall lame, or the 
castle boll will ring, or something will liap]>eii to 
bring yon back. —Hut if I tell you more of these 
things, Douglas will not get mo the jwir of 
colours tliey have )>romiscd in(‘, and so good- 
morrow to you,’ 

This dialogic plunged Lucy in still deeper 
(lejeoti(»n, «s it tended to show her jdainly, what 
she had f(*r some time suR{)ected, that she was 
little better than a nrisoiier at large in her father’s 
house. have acscribod lier in the outset of 
our story as of a romantic dis^vosition, delighting 
in tales of love and womlei , and readily identify- 
ing herself with tba situalion of tboso legendary 
hetolnos, with w’bosc adventures, for want of 
^tter reading, her inemoiy bad become stocked. 
The faliy wand, wilh which in her solitude she 
heA d^hSlited to raise visions of enchantment, 
beoame now the rod of a magician, the bond slave 
of evil gehiSi eorving only to invoke spectres at 
which trembled, She felt herself the 

o^jeoiof impioion^ of sooni, of dislike at least, if 
mt of to her own family ; and it aoeincd 


to her that slie wa$ abandoned by the yery person 
on whose account she was exposed to the enmity 
of all around her. Indeed, the evidence of 
Bavenswood’s infidelity began to assume every 
clay a more determinedf character. 

A soldier of fortune, of the name of Westenho* 
an old familiar of Craigengelt’s, chanced to 
aiTivo from abroad about this time. The worthy 
caj»laiii, though without any precise connniuii- 
ealion with Lady Ashton, always acted most 
regnlaily and siHluloiisly in support of lier jdans, 
and (‘asilj/ prevailed upon his Iriciid, by dint of 
evaggeratiou ol real oircinnstancc^, ami coining 
of ollicrs, to give explicit testimony to the truth 
of Ravensw'ood’s a]>proaeliiiig marriage. 

Thus beset on all, hands, and in a manner 
reduced to des})air, Lucy’s tein]»er gave way under 
the pressure ol constant afllietion .Xnd persecution. 
ir>hc boc‘ame gloomy and al).sti acted, and, contrary ^ 
to her naUiial and ordinary habit of mind, some- 
times turned uith spirit, and evc'u fierceness, on 
those by whom she was long and closely annoyed. 
Her h(*alth also began to bo shaken, and lier 
hectic check and wandering eye gave symj>tonis 
of what is called a fever n]U)n the spirits. In 
most mothers, this would have moved compas- 
sion ; but Lady Ashton, compact and firm of 
pur])Oso, saw these waverings ot health and intel- 
lect with no greater sympathy than that with 
whioh the hostile engineer regards the towers of 
a hcloaguered city as they rcc‘l under tlie discharge 
(d his artillery ; or lathoi', she considered thoso 
starts and inequalities of tcm])(*r as R,Yinptoms of 
Lucy’s expiring resolution ; as the angler, by 
the throes ami convulsive exeitious of the fish 
which he lias hooked, boeoni(*8 aware that he 
soon will bo able to land liiin. To accelerate tbo 
catastrophe in tbo present ease, Lady Ashton had 
recourse to an ex])edient very coiiBistent with the 
temper and credulity of those times, but which 
the reader will probably j>ronouiice truly detest- 
able and didbolu»il. • 


CH^PTEIi A"A'.V. 

« » 

In vrhich a witch did dwell, in loathly weed,, 

And Milful want, all < airless of her nced^; 

So fhoosin^ soliuirv to abide, 

I'.ir from all neighbours, that her devilish deeds 
And hellish arts fiom people she might hide. 

And hurt far off, unknoMn, whomu’or she On vied. 

• Fairy Queen. 

The health of Lucy Ashton soon required the 
assistance of a jierson more skilful in the office 
of a sick-nnrsc than the female domestics of the 
family. Ailsio (lourlay, sometimes called the 
"Wise Woman of Bowden, was the jK*rson whom, 
for her own strong reasons, Lady Asliton selected 
as an attendant U]>on her daughter. 

This woman had a^‘quircd a conMderable re- 
pntation among tbo ignorant by the pi%tonded 
euros which she i>orformod, especially in 
as the Scotch call them, or mysterious diseases, 
which halflc the icgular physician. Her phar- 
macopeia conaistecl partly of herbs selected in 
planetary hours, partly of words, signs, and 
charms, which sometimes, perhaps, produced a 
faronrahle influence upon the imagination of hof 
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Mtients, Such was the avowed profession of 
liUckie Goutlay, which, as may well be Hupjwsed, 
was looked upon with a BUa])ieioua eye, not only 
by her Reighbours, but oven by the clergy of the 
district. In private, however, she traded inpie 

M in the occult sciences ; for, notwithstaiiil- 
e dreadful punishnients inllicled upon the 
supposed crime of witelieraft, there anted not 
those who, steeled by want and bitterness of 
spirit, were wdlling to an )pt fhe hatehil and 
dangerous character tor the sake of tlic inlluoucc 
which its terrors enabled them to exercise in tlio 
vicinity, and the wretehed emolument whieli 
they could extract l)y tlio lu-acticc of their 
supposed art. 

Ailsie (lourlay was not indeed fool enougli to 
acknowledge a eomjmei w'itlfthe K\ilOiie, which 
would have J)eei* a swift and ready loud to the 
stake and tar-)){n?cl. Her lai*y, she said, like 
(Caliban’s, wms a harmless fairy. Keveitheless, 
alie *spae<l fortunes,’ read dreams, comjKwed 
)>hiUoi’s, discovered stolen goods, and made and 
dissolved matches as snet-essfnlly as if, according 
to the belief of the whole neighbourhood, she had 
been aided in those arts by llockehnh himself. 
The worst of the pietcndeis to these seieiu'cs 
was, that they were generally pcisons who, 
feeling themselves odious to Immaiiity, were 
careless of what they did to deserve the puhlh* 
hatred. Keal crimes w'cie oftt n committed under 
pretence of magical impost me ; and it somewhat 
relieves the disgust with which we uad, in the 
criminal recojds, the conviction of these wretches, 
to be aware* that many of llicm merited, as 
poisoners, suborners, and di.iholi<*nl agents in 
secret domestic crimes, the severe fate to wide )i 
they were condemned for the imaginary guilt of 
witchcraft. 

Such was Ailsie (lourlay, whom, in order to 
attain the absolute subjugation of Lney Ashton’s 
mind, her inotlier thought it fitting to place near 
her jwrsou, wmmari of less consequeueo than 
Lady Ashton had not dared to fake sucli a step ; 
hut her high rank ainl strength of eharactev set 
her above t)je eensuro of tlio world, and sho 
was allowed to have selected for her daughter’s 
attendant the best and most exjierieneed sick- 
nurse ‘and modiciner’ in the ncighbourhoofl, 
where an inferior person would have tallen under 
the reproach of calling in the assistance of a 
l»artuer and ally of the gi-cat eiioniy of Tiiankiitd, 
The beldam cangliL her cue readily and by 
innuendo, without giving Lady Ashton the twin 
of distinct explanation. She w as in many respects 
qualified fo^ the part she played, which indeed 
could not be elliciently assumed witliout some 
knowledge of the human heart and passions. 
Dame Gourlay perceived that Jjucy hhuitdeied at 
her external appearance, which wo have already 
described when wo found her in tlic death-chamber 
of blind Alice ; and while internally she hated 
the poor girl for the involuntary li error with 
whion she saw sho was regarded, slie commeneefl 
her operations by endeavouring to efface or over- 
come tlfose prejudices which, in her heart, she 
resented as mortal offences. This was easily 
done, for the hag’s external ugliness was soon 
balanced by a show of kindness and interest, to 
which Lucy had of late been little accustomed ; 
^cr attentive services and real skill gained her 


the ear, if not 4he confidence, of her patient ; 
and, umler pretence' of diverting the solitude of a 
bick-room, slie soon led her attention captive by 
the legends in which she was well skilled, and to 
which Lucy’s luihits of reading and reflection 
imhiccd Jicr fo * lend an attentive ear.’ Dame 
(lourlny’s laics were at fiibt of a mild and 
1 inti‘i(«ting ch a racier — 

I Of fa>s ih.it nightly danre upon the Wold, 

And lovois clcKipid t») v^amlei and to weep, 

And IukIi, wluic wukfd iM'/ards keep 

'Jluii c.aptue thirdls. 

(Iradiially, liowcvcr, they nsMuned a darker 
and iiioi’o mysteriniis clmint Icr, aii<l hocamo such 
as, told by I he midnight lamj), .nml ciilorced by 
the tremulous lone, llic (jinvtMing and livid lip, 
the u})liltcd skinny lorelinger, and the blinking 
head ol the hluc-cved hag, might have appalled 
a Jess credulous imagination, in an age more 
liaid of belief. ’Plic old Sycovax saw her odvan- 
l.igo, and gixiduully narrowed her magic ciicle 
ni'ouiid tlio devoted victim on whoso spirit sho 
practised. Her legends began to relate to tho 
fortunes of the Ravenawood lamily, whoseaueiont 
grandeur and ]>oitentoufl authority credulity had 
glared with m> niaiiv fill jicrstit ions attributes, 
'riio fitoiy of tho fatal fountain was nan'ated at 
full lenglli, and with formidahlo additions, by 
tho ancient fiihyl. The iirophccy, quoted by 
Caleb, eonccniing tho dcail hiido, who w'rs to bo 
won by tho last of tho Ravensw oods, had its 
own mysterious comnicntaiy ; anrl the singular 
circuiustanco of tho apparition, seen by the 
Master of Ravensw’ood in tho foiest, Juiving 
]iartly transpired through his Imsty iii(nurip.s in 
the collage of old Alice, louned a theme for 
many cxugg(‘inlions. 

Lucy might have despised these tales, if they 
had been related concerning anollicr family, or 
if her own situation liad been less d(‘S]ioiident. 
Jlul, circiimstaneed as she was, the idea that an 
evil fate hung over lier attHchincnt became pio- 
dominant over her other feelings ; and tho gloom 
of &u])crstilion darkened a mind, already suffi- 
ciently weakened by sorrow, (listless, nTiccitainty, 
and ail oppressive semse of desertion and desola- 
tion. Sloiies weie told by her attendant so 
closely resembling her own in t heir cireunistancos, 
that sho was gradually led lo converse upon such 
tragic and niyslical subjects wdtli tho beldam, and 
to icjiofic a sort of contideiice in tho sibyl, whom 
bho btill regaidcd with involunlary hliuddering. 
Dame Couilay knew how to avail herself of 
this imperfect confide iicc. She dirijctcd Lucy’s 
thoughts to tho means of iiiquiviiig into futurity, 
— tho surest mode, perhaps, of shaking tho 
undcrslaiiding and destroying the sxmits. Omens 
were oxjMiundod, dreams were inier])rcted, and 
other tricks of jugglery perhaps resorted to, by 
which tho pretended adepts of tno jieriod deceived 
and fascinated their deluded followers. 1 dud 
it mentioned in the articles of dittay against 
Ailsie Oouilay — (for it is some comfort to know 
that the oM hag was tried, coudemued, and 
burned on the top of North Berwick Law, by 
sentence of a commission from tho Privy Council), 
— I find, 1 say, it was charged against her, amonff . 
other offences, that she had, by the aid and 
dolnsions of Satan, shown to a young person 
of <^uality’ in ^ purror glass, a gentleman tbcfH 
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^brotu}* to vhom the said young ijenwn was 
bet)[^tliod« and who appeared in the vision to he 
itt the act of bestowing his hand upon another 
lady. But this and some other parts of the 
Record appear to Jiavo been studiously left im- 
porfpot in mines and dates, probably out of 
regard to the honour of the faiuiliea concerned. 
If Dame (lourlay was able actually to play off 
biich a ])iecc of jugglery, it \h clear she must 
liave had better assistance to practise the decep- 
tion than her own skill or funds eould *sui)pl 3 \ 
Mc.'inwhile, this mysterious visionary tidflio had 
its usual effect, iu unsettling Miss Ashton’s 
mind. Her temper be'-aiue uiicipial, her health 
decayed daily, her miniiersgiew moping, melan- 
choly, and uuceilain. Her father, guessing 
partly at tlio eauso of these appearances, and 
exerting a degree of authority unusual with him, 
made a point of banishing Dame (lourlay Irom 
the castle; but the arrow was shot, and was 
rankling barb-deep in the side of the wounded 
doer. 

It was shortly aft^r the de]»artnie of this 
woman, that Lucy Ashton, urged by her parents, 
auriouuood to them, with a vivacity by wliicli 
they w'Cro startled, ‘that she was conscious 
heaven and earth aiifl hell had set themselves 
against her union with Ihivenswood ; still her 
eontract,' she said, ‘was a binding eon tra<d, and 
she iioithor would nor could resign it without 
ihe consent of Ravensw'ood. Let me bo assured,* 
she coiieludod, ‘that he will free me from my 
engagement, and (li.s])osc of ine as you jilease, I 
care not how. Wlieu the diamonds are gone, 
what signifies the easket ^ * 

The tone ot obstinacy with whuh this was 
said, her eyes flashing with unnatuial light, and 
lior hands firmly cloiuhed, proeliidod the possi- 
bility of disjMite ; and the utmost length wliich 
Lady Ashton’s art could attain, only got her 
the privilege of diidating the lctt(*r, liy which 
lier (laughter rccpiired to knoNv of liavenswood 
whether ho intended to abide by, or to surrender, 
what she termed ‘ their uufortmiato ciigage- 
iiiont.* Of this advantage Lady Ashton so far 
and so ingeniously a\ ailed horscll, that, according 
to the wording of the letter, the reader would 
have supposed Lucy W’as calling upon her lover 
to renounce a contract wliich was eontraiv to the 
interests and inclinations of both. Not t rusting 
oven to this point of deception, Lady Ashton 
finally detenninod to sup])re.ss the letter alto- 
gether, in liojies that Lucy’s impatience wmuld 
induce lier to condemn Kavenswviod unheard 
and in absence. In this she was disapivointcd. 
The time, indeed, had long elapsed when an 
answer should liavo been received from the 
Cinitiiumt. The faint ray of hope which still 
glimmered iu Luoy’s mind was well-nigh ex- 
tinguished. lint the 1 ioa never foreook lier, 
that her letter iniglit not have hcon duly for- 
warded. One of her luothci’s new machinations 
Unexpectedly furnished Iwt witli the means of 
Moertainiug what she most desired to know. 

The female agent of hell having been dismissed 
from the castle, Lady Ashton, who wrought by 
all variety of means, resolved to employ, for 
working the eanie end on TiUiy’h miml, an agent 
of a very different oharoider. “ This was no other 
than the Beverend Mr, Bide-thc-Bcut, a Tre^by- 


ierian olergytaau, fonnerly mentioned, of ihe 
very strictest order, and the most rigid Ortho- 
doxy, whose aid she called In, ui>on the principle 
of the tyrant in the tragedy 

I’ll have a priest sliall preacli her from her &ith, 

And make it dn not to renounce that vow, 

winch I’d have broken. 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken in tlie agent she 
had selected. Ilis jirejudiees, indeed, W’cre easily 
enlisted on her side, and was no diffiouH 
matter to make him regard with horror the pro- 
b^KJct of a union lietw ixt the daughter of a God- ' 
fearing, professing, and Tresbyicrian family of 
distinction, and tlie heir of a Woodlhirsty iirc- 
latist and perbocutor, the hands cf wlioso fathers 
liad been dyed to th^ wi istb in the blood of God’s 
saints. This resembled, iu tlie divine’s opinion, 
the union of a Moabilish stranger with the 
daughter of Zion. But with all the more severe 
picjudices and priiuuples of his sect, Bidc-thc- 
Bent possosKed a sound judgment, and had 
learned sym])athy even in that very school of 
iiersecution, where the lieait is so frequently 
hardened. In a ]uivatc interview^ with Miss 
Ashton, ho was deeply moved by her distress, 
and could not hut admit the justice of her rc- 
(^ui^st to be pennitlecl a diiect eoinmunicatiou 
with Ravensw'ood, iijion the subject of their 
solemn (‘ontract. AVhen she uiged to him the 
great uncertainty under which she labour^d, 
wdiether her hdter had been ever forw'auled, the 
old man paced the room with long steps, shook 
his giey head, rested repeatedly io;r a space on 
his ivory-hea(lcd staff, and, altei much kesita- 
tion, confessed that ho thought her doubts so 
reasonable, that he would himself aid in the 
removal of them. 

‘I cannot but opine. Miss Lncy,’ ho said, 
‘that your worshipful lady mother hath in this 
matter an eagerness, wdiilk, although it ariseth 
doubtless from love to your best interests here 
and hereafter, —for the man is o^ porsecutiiig 
blood, and liimself a ])eisecutor, a cavalier or 
malignant, and a scoffer, who hath no iiihevit- 
anee in Ji‘ssc, — nevertheless, wc are commanded 
to do justice unto all, and to fulfil our bond and 
covenant, as w’cll to tlic stiangtT as to him who 
is in brotherhood wdtli us. Wherefore myself, 
even 1 myself, will he aiding unto the dclivciy 
of your letter to the man Edgar liavenswood, 
trusting that the issue tliereof may be your de- 
li vciauce from the nets in which he hath sinfully 
engaged you. Ard that I may do in this neither 
more nor less than hath been warranted by your 
honouiable parents, 1 pray you to transcribe, 
without increment or subtiaetion, the letter for- 
merly exjiedod under the dictation of your right 
honourable mother ; and 1 shall put it into such 
sure course of being delivered, that if, honoured 
young madam, you shall receive no anst^'er, it 
will necessary that you conclude that the man 
moaiieth in silence to abandon that naughty 
contract, which, i>orad venture, lie may bo un- 
willing directly to icstore.’ 

Lucy eagerly embraced the expedient of the 
worthy divine. A now letter was written in the 

S rccise terras of the former, and cons^ed by 
[r. Bide-the-Beut to the charge of SaUndera 
Moonshine, a zealous elder of the phtttch when 
OH shore, and, when on board his bri^, as hold a 
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smuggler as over ran out a eliding bowsprit to 
the ^nds that blow betwixt Oampvere and the 
east coast of Scotland. At the recommendation 
of his pastor, Saunders readily undertook that 
the letter should bo securely conveyed to the 
Master of Eavenswood at tlic coui*t wdiero lie now 
resided. 

This retrospect became necessary to explain 
the Conference- betwixt ^liss Aslitoii, her mother, 
and Bucklaw, wliioli wc have detailed in a pre- 
ceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, who, uhilc 
drifting through a tempestuous ocean, clings for 
safety to^ a single ])lanK, his i)ower& of grasping 
it becoming every moment more fecljlo, and the 
deep darkness ot’ the iiigkt only chequered hy 
the flashes of lightning, hissing as they show 
the white tops*of the Inllow’s, in wliich he is 
soon to bo engulfed. 

Week crept aw^ay after week, aiul day after 
day. St. Jude’s day arrived, the last and iwo- 
tracted term to which Lucy had limited herself, 
and there \Yas neither letter nor news of Ravens- 
wood. 


CHAPTER XXXL 

ITow fair these names, liow tnncli unlike they look 
To all the blurr'd subscriptions in my book I 
The bridegroom’s letters stand in row above. 
Tapering, >et straight, like pinc-treos in his gio\e; 
While fice and hnu thv bruh s a]>pcar below, 

As light ana slender as her jesbamiiies grow. 

1 Cradbc. 

St, Junr/s day came, the term assigned by 
Lucy herself as tno lartlicsi date of exjiectalion, 
and, as w'O have already said, there were neither 
letters from, nor news of, Ravcjiswood. But 
there wero news of Bucklaw and of his trlisty 
associate Craigougclt, who arrived early in the 
morning foi’^ tlio comjdetion of the proposed 
espousals, aud for signing tho necessary deeds. 

These had been carefully jwepared under the 
rovisal of Sir William Ashton himself, it having 
been resolved, on account of the state of Mis^ 
Ashton’s hoalth, as it was said, that none save 
the parties imniediaffely iiilcrosted should be 

i iresent when the parchments wore subscribed. 

t was further determined, that the maiTiago 
should he solemnized upon the fourth day after 
signing the articles, a ineasurCj^ml opted by Lady 
Ashton, in order that Lucy might have as little 
time as possible to recede, oi relapse into intiaet- 
abili'^. There was no appearance, howc^ er, of 
her Qoing cither. She heard tho proposed ar- 
rangement with tho calm indilTorenco of des])air, 
or rather %vith an amthy arising from the op- 
pressed and stupefied state of her feelings. To 
aii eye so unobserving as that of Bucklaw^, her 
demeanour had little more of roluctaiico than 
might suit the character of a bashful young 
lady, who, however, he could not disguise from 
himself, etvas complying with tho choice of lier 
friends, rather than exorcising any personal jirc- 
dileoUon in his favour. 

When the morning oomplimeuts of the bride- 
groom had been iiaid, ^liss Asliton was left for 
some time to herself; her mothei* remarking 
ihftt dqeds must ^ signed before the horn’ 


of noon, in order ih^i the marriage might bo 
happy. 

Lucy suflered herself to bo attired for the 
occasion as the taste of her attendants suggested, 
and w aa of xjourse splendidly arrayed. Her dress 
was comnosed of unite satin and Brussels lace, 
and lu‘r hair arranged with a profusion of jewels, 
v.hosc lustre uiaiie a strange contrast to tho 
t]{.idly ]taloiu'ss of her complexion and to the 
trouble which dwelt in her unsettled eye. Her 
toilette was hardly finished, ere Henry ajipearcd 
to conduct the passive bride to tlie state apart- 
ment, where all was i)rei)ared for signing the 
contract. ‘ Do you know, sister,’ he said, ‘ I am 
glad you aic to liavo Bucklaw after all, instead 
of Kavenswood, uho looked like a Spanish 
grandee come to cut our throats, and trample 
our bodies under foot. — And 1 am glad the broad 
s(‘as are between ua this day, for I shall never 
forget how frightened 1 was when I took him for 
the picture of old Sjr Malisc walked out of tho 
canvas. Toll mo true, aie you not glad to be 
fairly shot of him ? * 

‘Ask me no (picslioua, dear Henry,’ said his 
unfortunate sister; Mhero is little more can 
happen to make me citlicr glad or sorry in this 
world.’ 

‘And that’s what all young brides say,’ said 
Heuir ; ‘ and so do not be east liown, Lucy, for 
you’ll tell another talc a twelvouioulh hence — 
aud 1 am to bo brido’s-man, and ride before you 
to the kirk, and all our kith, kin, and allies, 
and all Bucklaw ’s, arc to be iiiounted and in 
order - and I am to have a scarlet laced coat, and 
afeathered Jiat, and a. sword -belt, double bordered 
with gold and point d'Rspafjne, and a dagger in- 
stead of a swM>r(1 ; .and 1 should like a sw'ord 
raueh better, but my father won’t hoar of it. All 
my things, and a bundled besides, are to eonio 
out from Edinburgh to-nigbt with old Gilhcrt, 
and the suinjitcr mules— and I will bring them, 
au«l show them to you the instant they eome.’ 

The boy’s chatter was here iiitcrniiited by tho 
arrival of Lady Ashton, somewhat alarmed at 
her daughter’s stay, With one of licr sweetest 
smiles, she took Lucy’s arm under her own, and 
led her to the apartment where her presence w^os 
expected. 

Tliero were only present Sir William Ashton 
and Colonel Douglas Asliton, the last in full 
legiijientals — Bucklaw', in biidegroom trim — 
('laigeiigclt, freshly cqiiipjicd fioni top to too, 
by the bounty of his ]»atron, and bcdwoiicd With 
us much lace as might have become the dross of 
the Copper Captain ♦--together with the llcv. 
Mr, Bide-thc Bent; the presence of a ministCT 
being, in strict rrcsbytenaii families, an indis- 
].cDsablo requisite upon all occasions of unusual 
solemnity. 

W’^ines and refreshments wero placed on a 
table, on which the writings were displayed, 
really for signature. 

But before proceeding either to business or 
refreshment, Mr. Bide-lhe-Bcnt, at a signal from 
Sir William Ashton, invited the comiiany to 
join liim in a short extemporary prayer, in v/hich 
he implored a blessing upon the contract now to 
be solemnizod between tho honourable parties 
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tnfetoat. With tbo sinii>licity of his times 
ftttd profession, whb'h nonnittod strong personal 
aUusions, ho petitionwl, tbnt tlio wounded mind 
of oue of these jioldo parties might ]jo healed, in 
toward of hor coiuplianeo witli the advice of her 
right honoiiiahh* )>.iieuts ; and that, as she had 
proved lierm^lf a child nfler (lod’s commaiidmcnt, 
by honiiiipiiig her father and iiiothor, slio and 
hers might enjoy the promised blessing— length 
of days iu the laud here, and a haj)py portion 
hereiii ter iu a better count ry , 1 1 o prayed lartber, 

that tlio biidegrooiii might be Mearnid from tlioso 
follies which soduee youth from the path ot 
knowledge ; that he might ecaso to take delight 
in vaiu and miproliUlilo company, seoffers, 
rioters, and those v\ho sit lat(3 at the wine (here 
jlueklaw winked to Craigciigelt ), and eeaso from 
the society that canseth to err. A snitablo 
suji]iliealioTi in In-balf of Sir ^^lliiam and Lady 
Ashton, and their taniily, eijueluded thihreli^ous 
address, which thus eniljraee 1 every individual 
present, exce])ting(Jraigoiigelt, whom the wmrthy 
divine ju’obably considered as jiast all liopes of 
grace. 

The business of tlio day now went forward : 
Sir William Ashton signed the eoiitraet with 
legal Rolcinnity and j)re(‘ision ; liis son, with 
military and Hueklaw, liaving sub- 

horibod as rapidly as Oiaigeugelt could manage 
to turn the leaves, couoliidcd by iviiiiiig his iwm 
on that worthy’s now laced cravat. 

It was now Miss Ashton’s turn to sign the 
writings, and she w-as guided by her watchful 
mother to tlio laldo for that jnirjioHe. Athei 
first attemid she 1)egan to wiito with a dry pen, 
ami Avheu the dreumstaiice was pointed out, 
Boemed unable, after several attempts, to dip it 
iu tlie massive silver inkstandlsh, wliicli .stood lull 
before her. Lady Ashton’s vigilaneo hastened 
to supply the d< licieney, 

T have myself seen ihc fatal deed, and in the 
distinct chaiiiet(*i‘s in which the name of Luey 
Ashton is traced on each ])age, there is only a 
very slight tremulous irregularity, indicative of 
her state of mind at the time of the subscription. 
But the last signature is ineompletc, defaced, 
and })loftod ; for while lier hand w^as em])loyed 
in tracing it, the hasty tram]) of a liorao was 
hoard at the gate, succeeded by a step in the 
outer gallt*ry, and a voice, which, in a coni- 
inauding tone, bore down the oj)j)osition of the 
monials. The j>en dropi)ed fi\>m Lucy’s lingers, 
os she exclaimed wdth a faint shriek— ‘lie is 
come— lie is come ! ' 


CUAPTEK XXXir. 

This l»v his tongue •■hould he a Montifriie I 
Fetch nu* u»y lapwr, Ikw; 

Now, hy the f xith and Ii jnoiir of ray kin. 

To strike him de.vi I bold it not a sin. 

Romko and Juliet. 

bad ^fiss Ashton dropped the poD, 
when tho door of the apartment tlew oj»en, and the 
Master of Ravouswood entered tlio apartment. 

IjOokhai*d and another domestic, who had in 
vain attempted to oppose hie passage through 
the jaWeiy or anteobambor^ were standing 


on the threshold transfixed with surprise, which 
was instantly communicated to the whole party 
in the stateroom. That of Colonel Douglas 
Ashton was mingled with rSsentmeut ; that of 
Bucklaw, with haughty and affected indifference ; 
the rest, even Lady Ashton herself, showed signs 
of fear ; and Lucy scorned stiffened to stone by 
this unexpected apparition. Apparition it might 
well bo termed, for Ravenswoud had more the 
ap])earance of one returned from the dead, than 
of a living visitor. 

He planted himself full in tho middle of the 
apartment, opposite to tlio hible at which Lucy 
was seated, ou whom, as if she h.id been alone 
in the chamber, ho bent his eyes with a mingled 
ex]>r<*ssion of deej) giiief and 'deliberate iniUgna- 
tioii. His dark-coloured ihling cloak, diHplaced 
f^roin out blioul dor, hung around one side of his 
]»ersou in the, ample folds of the Spanish mantle. 
The rest oi' his rich iliess w'as travel-soiled, and 
deranged by liard riding. He had a swmrd by 
his side, and pistols in his belt. His slouched 
hat, which he had not removed at entrance, ^ve 
an additional gloom to his daik features, which, * 
'wasted by sorrow, and marked by the ghastly 
look commiiiucal(‘d by long illness, added to a 
I'omitenance natuially somewhat stern and wild, 
a tierce and even savage e\]>ressioii. The matted 
and dishovelled hx^ks of liair which escaped from 
under Ilia liat, togetluT "with his fixed and un- 
moved posture, made his lie.ul more resemble 
that of a marble bust than that of a Ining man. 
He s.'iid not a single word, and tho^ was a deep 
bileneo in the company for more than two 
iniiiutoK. 

It was broken by Lady Asbt<»n, who in that 
space jiavlly recovered her natural audacity, 
She demanded to know tho cause of this un- 
authoiized intiusioii. 

‘ That is a question, madam,’ said her son, 

‘ which 1 have the best light to ask — and I must 
request of tbc Master of Ibiveiiswood to follow 
me, where ho can answer it at leisure.* 

Bucklaw interposed, saying, ‘ No man on 
earth should usurp his jirevious riglit in demand- 
ing an exjilanation from tho Master. — Craigeii- 
gelt,’ ho added, in an undertone, ‘ d—n ye, why 
ilo you stand staring as ifnm saw a ghost ? htch 
me ray sword from the gallery.’ 

‘ I will relimpiish 'to none,* said Colonel 
Ashton, ‘ray right of calling to account tho, 
man wlio has offered this unpui'alleled affront to 
lily family. * • 

‘ Bo jiatient, geiitlemen,* said Ravenswood, 
turning sternly towards them, and waving Ida 
hand as if to impose silence on their altercation. 

‘ If you are as weary of jmur lives as I am, I 
will find time and ])laco to ])lcdge mine against 
one or both ; at iiresent, I have no leisure for 
the disputes of triflors.’ 

‘ Triflors 1 * echoed Colonel Ashton, half un- 
sheathing his sword, while Bucklaw laid his 
hand on tho hilt of that w'hioh Oraigengelt had 
just reached him. ^ 

Sir William Ashton, alarmed for hia son’s 
safety, rushed bctivecn the young men and 
Ravenswood, exclaiming, ^ My son, I command 
you — Bucklaw, I entreat you — keep the peaco^ 
in the name of tho queon and of tho law 1 
* In tho xiame of tho Jaw of God/ said Bide^f 
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tlx«-Bent» advancing also with u]»1iftod hands 
between Buoklaw, the colonol, and the object 
of their resentment^* In the name of Him who 
brought' peace on earth, and goorl-will to man- 
kind, I implore — I beseech — I commaml you to 
forbear violence towards each otlier ! God hateth 
the bloodthirsty man— IIo who strike! h with tlio 
sword shall ijerisli with the sword.’ 

* Do you take ino for a »’og, sir,’ said (^oloncl 
Ashton, turning liercely in»oii liiui, * or sonic- 
thiug more brutally stupid, 1o oiidiuo tbi*^ iimult 
in my falher’s housed Ijot me go, Ihuklaw! 
Ho shall a<'Count to me, or, l)y Heaven, 1 will 
stal) him where lie stands ! * 

‘ Vou shall not touch him here,* said Ihick- 
law ; ‘lie om*e gave me my life, and we»e he the 
devil eonie to Jly away with tno whole house and 
gpiimtion, he shall have i»olhinghiit fair ])lay.’ 

The passions of the two young men, thus 
couutenK'Liiig eaeli other, gave llavcnswood 
IciRure to exclaim, in a stern and steady voice, 
'Silence !— let him who really seeks danger, 
take the fitting lime when it is to he found ; my 
mission here will he shortly ae( omplished. --Is 
that your handwriting, madam ho added in a 
softer tone, extending towards Miss Ashton her 
last letter. 

A faltering ‘Yes* seemed rather to escaiMs 
from her li])s, than to he uttered as a voluntary 
answer. 

'And is thin alsi* your handwriting?’ extend- 
ing towards her the mutual eug.igcinciit. 

Lucy remaned silent. Terror, and yet a 
stronger and more confused feeling, so utterly 
disturbed her understanding, that she probably 
scarcely comjuohendcd the question that was 
put to her. • 

'If you design,’ said Sir William Ashton, ‘to 
found any legal claim on that ]ia]icr, sir, do not 
expect to recci\c any answer to an extrajudicial 
question.’ 

'Sir William Asliton,’ said Ravenawood, ‘I 
pray you, and all who hoar me, that you will 
not mistake my pur])oso. If this young lady, of 
her own free will, desires the restoration of this 
contract, as her hdtor w'ould seem to imjdy — 
there is not a witliered leaf which this autumn 
wind strews on the heath that is more valueless 
ill my eyer. Ihit I must and will hear the tnith 
from her own moulli without this satisfaction I 
will not lea ve t his R])ot. Mui dor me by nujuhers 
you i>os8ihly may ; but I am an armed man— I am 
a desperate man — and I will not die witlioutaniple 
veugeanoc. This is my lesolntion, take it as you 
may. 1 WJUL liear her determination from her 
ownmouth ; from herown mouth, alone, and with- 
out witnesses will 1 liear it. Now, choose,’ he 
said, drawing his sword with the right hand, and, 
Vidth the left, by the same motion takiiij^ a 
pistol from his belt and cocking it, but turning 
the point of one weajion, and the inuxzlo of the 
other, to the ground,— 'Choose if you wdll have 
this hall floated witli blood, or if you will gi*ant 
me the decisive interview with my affianced 
bride, wluch the laws of God and the country 
alike entitle me to demand.’ 

All Recoiled at the sound of his voice, and the 
determined action by which it was accompanied ; 
for the ecstasy of real desperation seldom fails to 
overpower the less ener^tic passions by which 


it may be opposed* The oler^man was the ilrsb 
to speak. ' In the name of God, ’ he said, ' receive 
an overture of |)eaca from the meanest of his 
servants. What this honourable person demands, 
allieit it is urged with over vimonce, hath yet 
in it sometliing of reason. Let him hoar from 
Miss LiK'y’s own H])8 that she haili dutifully 
acceded to the w'ill ol‘ her parents, and repontetu 
her ot hei covenant with liiiii ; and when he 
is assured of this, he will dejiart in peace onto 
his own dwelling, aiul eiimbor us no more. 
Alas! the workings of the ancient Adam are 
strong even in the regenerate— suiely we should 
liave Jong-sutrering with those who, being yet in 
the gall of hittorno'is and bond of iniquity, are 
swo])t forwaid by the iiiieontiollalde eurront of 
worldly ])aasioii. Jjot, then, the Master of 
Ibivenswood liave Llio iiileivii^w on which ho 
iusibteth ; it (‘an hut he as a luibsing l>ang to 
this hoiiourahlo maiden, since ncr faith is now 
irrevocably pledged to the choice of her i>aronU*. 
Lot it, I say, bo lints : it beloiigcth to my 
functions to entreat your lionoius’ compliance 
with tills healing oveiture.’ 

‘ Never > ’ answered La<ly Aslifon, wlioso rage 
had now ovorroiiio her lirst sui jirise and terror - 
‘never shall this man speak in piivatc with my 
daughter, the aflianeed bride of another ! Tass 
from this room who will, I remain Ihto, I fear 
neither his violoneo nor liis weapons, though 
some,’ she said, glancing a look towards Colonel 
Ashton, 'wdio bear my name, appear moro 
moved liy them.’ 

‘For God’s sake, madam,’ answTred the worthy 
divine, 'add not luol to fiiebiands. The Master 
of Ravenswoocl cannot, 1 am siiro, obj'eei to your 
presence, the young lady’s state r»f lioalth being 
considered, and your maternal duty. 1 myself 
will also tan-y ; iiet adventure my grey hairs may 
turn away wrath.’ 

‘You are welcome to do so, sir,* said Raveus- 
wood ; 'and Lady Ashton is also welcome to 
remain, if she shall think ]>roper ; but Let all 
others dejiart.’ 

‘Kavenswood,’ said Colonel Ashton, crossing 
him as he went out, ' you shall account for this 
ere long,’ 

‘When you jdcase,’ replied Raveiisvvood, 

'Rut 1,’ said Bneklaw, with a half smile, 
'have a j>iior df‘Uiatid on your leisuio, a claim of 
some standing.’ 

'Arrange it as you will,’ said lUvcnswood ; 

' leave me but this day in jieaee, and 1 will have 
no dearer employment on earth, to-morrow, than 
to give you all the satisfaction you can desire.’ 

The other gentlemen left the apartment ; but 
Sir William Ashton lingonvl. 

‘Master of Raveiiswood,’ he said, in a con- 
ciliating tone, * I think 1 ha\e not deserved that 
you should make this scandal and outrage in my 
family. If you will slieatho your sword, and 
retire with mo into my study, I will prove to 
you, by the most satisfactory arguments, the 
inutility of your present irregular procedure *— — 

‘To-morrow, sir — to-morrow— -to-morrow I 
will hoar you at length,’ reiterated Ravenswood, 
interrupting him ; ' this day liath its own sacred 
and indispnsablo business/ 

He pointed to tho door, and Sir WilHaift 
Itft tbo apartment, 
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lUveiiBWood Bhcathed liis sword, uncocked and 
tljituruad liia pistol to his belt, walked deliberately 
to the door of the ojiartment, which ho bolted— 
* jpoturned, raised liis hat irom his forehead, and, 

' gazing upon Lucy with eyes in which an ex- 
]>ression of soiiow overcame their late fierceness, 
spread his dishe veiled locks ba(‘k from his face, 
and said, * Do you know me, Miss Ashton ? ~I 
nm still ISdg.ir H'lxciiswood.’ Slio was silent, 
and he Aveut on >Nith increasing vehemence— ‘ I 
uni still that Edgar llavciiswood, wlio, for your 
affection, renouneerl the dear ties by Aiiiieh 
injured honour bound him to b<‘ek vengeance. 
I am that Ravenswood, who, for j^onr sake, 
forgave, nay, clasped hands in friendship with 
the oppressor and j)illager of Ids house — the 
traducer and murderer of his father.* 

‘My daughter/ answered Lady Ashton, iu- 
ten’iipting liim, ‘ has no occasion to di'^pule the 
identity of your pciMm ; the venom of your 
present language is buflieiciit to remind her 
that she speaks ivith the uioilal enemy of hei 
father/ 

*I pray yon to bo ])aticnt, madam,* ansAAcred 
Raveiibwood ; ‘ my answer must come from her 
own 1ms. — Once more, Miss Lucy Ashton, I am 
that Rav'enswood to Avliom you granted tlie 
solemn engagement Avhich you iioav desiio to 
retract and cancel.’ 

Lucy’s bloodless lips could only falter out tlio 
Avords, ‘ It Avas my mother.* 

‘She speaks truly/ said Lady Asliton, ‘it 
ioas I, Avho, authorized alike by the Uaa^s of God 
and man, advised her, and ooiicuircd Avith her, 
to set aside an uiih ippy and piecipitate engage- 
ment, and to annul it by the authority of 
Scripture itsclt.* 

‘Scripture ’ * said R.\voiis\\ ood scornfully, 

‘Lot him hoar the text,* said Lady Ashton, 
aj)pealing to the divine, ‘on A\hieh you yourself, 
Avith cautious reluttance, declared the nullity of 
the pretended engagement iiibibtod upon by this 
violent man.* 

The clergyman took lius clasped Bible from his 
pocket, auu road the lolloviiiig words: ‘//’ a 
woman vow a vow un^o the Lord^ and hhul her- 
$olf by a boiidf tjcuiq in her f(dher*s house in her 
youth; and her fat Jur hear her vou% and her 
bond lOhcrcwUh she htth hound her som^ and her 
faJther shaU hold his jieaec at tier: then alt her 
vows shall standf and every voir wherewith she 
hath hound her soul shall stand' 

‘ And was it not even so Avith us ? ’ interrupted 
Eaveuswood 

‘ Control thy impatience, young man/ ansAverod 
the divine, * and liear what follows in tlio sodded 
to.xt \-~^Jliif if her father dhntlow her in the day 
that he leearefh ; not aiiu of her votvSj or of her 
bonds wherewith sla hath hound her soul, shall 
stand: and the Lord shall ^oryivc lier^ becau^se 
Iwr father disalloued ltd,’ 

‘Aad was not,’ said Lady Ashton, fiercely 
ami triumphantly breaking in, — ‘Avas not oura 
, thb case stated in the lu.ly Aviit?— Will this 
I deny, that the instant her pai'euts lieard 

of the vow, or bond, by widdi our daughter had 
her soul, we diflalloA\ed the bame in the 
moat terms, and infoimed hhu by AAritiug 

4f determiiiation « ’ 

is this all 1 * said Ravenswood, looking 


at Lucy,—* are you willing to barter sworn feith, 
tho exercise of free will, and the feeling of 
mutual affection, to this wretched hypoontical 
sophistry ? ’ 

‘ Hoar him ! ’ said Lady Ashton, looking to 
the clergyman — ‘ hear the blasphemer ! * 

‘ May God forgive him,* said Bide-the-Bont, 

‘ and enlighten his Ignorance ! ’ 

‘Hear A\hat I have sacrificed for you,* said 
Ravenswood, still adliressiug Lucy, ‘ere you 
sauctioii Avhat has been dom in your name, 
Tbc honour of an aueieiit family, tho lU^ont 
advice of my best friends, ha o been in A^aiu 
used to sway my lesolution ; neither tho argu- 
ments of Reason nor tho portents of bupcrstition 
have shaken my fidelity. Tho very dead haA*e 
arisen to A\arn me, and their Avarning has been 
desj/ised. Are you 2 )rci)aied to )ucrce my heart 
for its fidelity, Avitli the very weapon Avhich my 
rash confidence on trusted to your gi-asp?* 
‘Master of Ravenswood,’ said Lady Ashton, 

‘ you have asked w^hat questions you thought fit. 
You SCO the total incapacity of my daughter to 
answer j'^ou. But 1 will reply for her, and in a 
maimer Avhich you cannot dispute. You desire 
to know whether Lucy Ashton, of her owm free 
Avill, desires to annul the engagement into which 
she has been trepanned. You have her letter 
under her owui hand, demanding tho surrender 
of it ; and, in yet more full evidonee of her pur- 
pose, here is the coiitiact which she has this 
iiioniing subscribed, in presence of this reverend 
gentleman, AAith Mr. Ilayston of Bucklaw,* 
Raven sAvood ga/eJuj)oii tho deed, as if petrified. 
‘And it AA'as Avithout iraud or coinimlsiou/ said 
he, looking tOAA'jmls the clergyman, ‘that Miss 
Ashton subscribed this j>arehineut ? ’ 

‘I vouch it upon my sacred character.* 

‘ This is indeed, madam, an undeniable piece 
of evidence,* said Ravenswood sfornly ; ‘and it 
AAull be equally unnecessary and dishonourable to 
Avastc another word in useless remonstrance or 
loproach. There, madam,’ he said, laying down 
bcfuie Lucy tho signed ] taper and the broken 
]>ieee of gold — * there are the evidences of your 
first engagement ; may you be more faithful to 
that which you have just foimed. I will trouble 
you to return the corresponding tokens of iny 
ill-jilaced confidence — I ought lather to say of 
iny egregious folly.* , 

Lucy returned tlic sconifiil glance of her loA’cr 
AAutli a ga/e from which iicrceiition seemed to 
have been banfthed ; yet she seemed iiartly to 
haA'c understood his meaning, for she raised her 
hands as if to undo a blue ribbon which sho yore 
around her nock. She was unable to accomplish 
lier purpose, but Lady Asliton cut the ribbon 
asunder, and detached the biokeu piece of gold, 
AAdiich !Miss Ashton had till then Avorn concealed 
in her bosom ; the Avritton connterpart of the 
lovers* engagoineiit she for some time hod had 
in her own possession. With a haughty ourtsey 
she delivered both to Ravenswood, who was much 
softened when ho took tho piece of gold, 

‘And she could Avear it thus,* lie siald-HSpeak^ 
ing to himself— ‘could wear it in her very bosom 
— could wear it next to her heart— even when’c-^ 
But complaint aA’ails not,' he said, dashing from 
his eye the tear which had gathered in it> and 
resuming the stern coinpoeurc ^of hie manner* 
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He strode to the ohimxvBVi and threw into the 
fire the and piece of gold, stamping upon 
the coals with the heel of his boot, as if to insiuo 
their,destraction, * 1 will be no longer/ lie thou 
said, *att intruder here.— Your evil wi.s]ies, and 
vour worse offices, Lady Ashton, I will onljr return, 
py hoping these will bo your last machinations 
against your daughter’s honour and happiness.- - 
And to you, madam,’ ho «.aid, addressing liiuy, 
* 1 have nothing farther to say, except to pray to 
Qod that you may not boeonie a woild’s wonder 
for this act of w'ilful and deliI)erato perjury.’ — 
Having uttered these words, ho turned on his 
heel, and left the apartment. 

Sir William Ashton, by entreaty and autlioiity, 
had detained his sr)n and Bucklaw in a distant 
part of the casLlc; in order to prevent their again 
meeting with Ravenswood ; but, as the Master 
descended the ^-oat staircase, Lockhard delivered 
him a billot, signed ShoUo Douglas Ashton, n*- 
quostiug to know where the Master of Ravens* 
wood would bo heard of four or five days from 
hence, as the wiiter had business of weight to 
settle with him, so soon as an important family 
event had taken place. 

‘Toll Colonel Ashton,* said Ravenswood com- 
posedly, *I shall be found at Wolf’s Crag when 
iiis leisure serves him.’ 

As lie descended the outward stair which led 
from the terrace, ho was interrupted a second 
time by Craigongelt, who, on the jiart of his 
principal, the Laird of Bucklaw, expressed a 
hope that R^enswood would not leave Scotland 
within ten days at least, as ho had both former 
and recent civilities for which to express his 
gratitude. 

‘Tell your master,’ said Ravenswood fiercely, 
‘to choose his own time. Ho wdll find me at 
YTolf’s Crag, if his pur})oso is not forestalled.* 

‘ My master ? ’ replied Craigcngclt, encouraged 
by seeing Colonel Ashton and Bucklaw at the 
bottom of the terrace ; * give mo leave to sny, I 
know of 110 such person upon carlli, nor will I 
permit such language to bo used to me ! ’ 

* §eek your.inastcr, then, in hell 1 * exclaimed 
Ravenswood, giving way to the passion ho liad 
hitherto rcstraiiico, and throwing Craigcngclt 
from him with such violence, that ho rolleci down 
the steps, and lay senseless at the foot of them. — 
‘1 am a fool;’ ho instantly added, ‘to vent iny 
passion upon a caitiff so worthless.* 

He thou mounted his horse, wjiich at his arrival 
ho had secured to a balustrade in front of the 
castle, rode very slowly past Bucklaw and Colonel 
Ashton, raising his hat as ho ])asscd each, and 
looking in their faces steadily while he offered 
this mute salutation, which was returned by both 
with the same stern gravity. Ravenswood w alked 
on with equal deliberation until he reached the 
head of the avenue, as if to show that he rather 
courted than avoided internijdion. 'NVlicn he 
Vi^ed the upper gate, ho turned liis horse, 
and looked at the castle w’ith a fixed eye ; then 
sot spurt to his good steed, and departed with the 
epm of a demon dismissed by the exorcist. 


• aiJPTER XKXriL 

Who from the bridal chamber? 

It Azraelj the angel of death. ^ 

XllALAOA. 

A>i icii the dreadful &eene that had taken place 
at the castle, Lucy was truiisiiorled to her oW‘n 
chamber, where she leniained for some time in a 
state of absolute sliijHtr. Yet afterw’ards, in the 
course of the ensuing day, she seemed to have 
recovered, not iiiercly her sjdrits and resolution, 
but a soit of liigbty levity, tliai was foreign to 
her character and situation, and v\lii(*li was at 
times chequered by fils of deep silence aiidinolaii- 
eholy, ainl of capricious pettisuness. Lady Ashton 
betaine much alaimed, and consulUd the family 
])hysieians. But as her jmlse in(li(‘aled no change, 
they could only say that tbo disease was on llio 
spirits, and rccoinmeiidcd gentle exercise and 
amusemont. Miss Ashton never alluded to what 
had ]>assed in the state-room. It seemed doubt- 
ful even if she was oonseioiis of it, for she was 
often ol)servcd to raise her hands to her neck, as 
if ill search of the ribbon that had been taken 
from it, ami mutter, in suijiriso and discontent, 
when slio could not find it, ‘ It was the link that 
bound me to lift*.’ 

Notwitbstanding all these remarkable symp- 
toms, Lady Ashton was too deeply pledged to 
delay her daughter’s marriage even in her present 
state of health. It cost her much li cubic to keep 
UT) the fair side of a2>))earances towaids liucklaw* 
Blio was well awaie, that if he once saw any re- 
luctance on her daughtei’s pait, he W’ould break 
off the treaty, to her great personal shame and 
dishonour. She therefore resolved, that, if Lucy 
coutiimcd passive, tho marriage should take place ^ 
upon tho day that had been previously fixed, 
trusting that a change of i>lace, of situation, and 
of character, would operate a more speedy and 
efft ctual cure ui)on the unsettled spirits of her 
daughter, than could be attained by tho slow 
measures whiili the ’nodical men recommended. 
Sir Williani Ashton’s views of family aggrand- 
izement, and his desire to strengthen himself 
against tho measures of tlie Marquis of A — ■ — , 
readily iiiducc<l him to acciuicsce in what he couhl 
not hav c perhaps resisted if willing to do so. As 
for tlic young men, Bucklaw and (Colonel Ashton, 
they protested that, after what had happened, it 
w'oiild be most dishonourable to postpone for a 
single hour tho time appointed for the marriagp, 
as it would be genci ally ascribed to their being 
intimidated by the intrusive visit and threats of 
Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw would indeed have been incapable of 
faueh precipitation, had ho been aware of tne state 
of Miss Ashton’s health, or rather of her mind. 
But custom, upon these occasions, permitted only 
brief and sparing intercourse between tbo bride- 
groom and tho betrothed; a circumstance so well 
improved by Lady^ Ashton, that Bucklaw neither 
saw nor suspected the real state of the health 
and feelings of his unhappy bride. 

On tho eve of the bridal day, Lu(*y appeared 
to have one of her fits of levity, and surveyed 
with a degree of girlish interest tho various pro* 
parations of dress, etc. etc., which tho diiferout 
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of the family had prepared for the 


The morning dawji(*d bright and cheerily. 
The bridal guc.stH asbcmblcd in gallant troops 
from distant qualters. Not only tlie relations of 
Sir William Abhton, and the btill inoie digniiied 
connexions of his lady, together with the numer- 
ous kinsmen and allies ot the bridegroom, wcio 
present upon this joyiul ceremony, gallantly 
mounted, arrayed, and caparisoned, but almost 
every Presbyterian family of distinction, within 
fifty miles, made a point of atteiidaiice uiKiii an 
oocasion which was considered as giving a sort 

of triumpli over tlie Mai^iuis of A , in the 

person of his kinsman. Splendid refresh incuts 
awaited the guests on their arrival, and after 
these were fiiiishe<l, the cry was to horse. The 
bride was le<l forth betwixt her brother Henry 
and her mother. Her gaiety of the preceding 
day had given place to a deep shade of melan- 
choly, which, however, did not misbecome an 
occasion so niomeutoub. There was a light in 
her eyes, and a colour in her cheek, which had 
not been kindled for many a day, and which, 
joined to her gi’oat beauty, and the s})leiidour of 
her dress, occasioned her entrance to be gi'eetod 
with a universal murmur of applause, in which 
even the ladies could not refrain from joining. 
Willie the cavalcade weie getting to horse, Sir 
William Ashton, a man ot peace and of form, 
censured his son Henry for having begirt him- 
self with a military sword of preposterous length, 
belonging to his brother, Colonel Ashton. 

*lf you must hove a weapon,’ ho said, *uj)oii 
such a peaceful occasion, why did you not use 
the short poiiiaid sent from Edinburgh on pur- 
pose 1 * 

The boy vindicated himself by saying it was 
lust. 

‘ You jmt it out of the way yourself, I suppose,’ 
said his father, ^oul of ambition to wear that 
preposterous thing, wliich miglit have served Sii 
William Wallace. — But never mind, get to horse 
jiow, and talio ear© of your bister.’ 

The boy did so, and was placed in the centre 
of the gallant train. At the time, he was too 
full of his own apjicarauce, his swoi^. his laced 
cloak, his feathered hat, and his managed hoiwe, 
to pay much regard to anything else ; but ho 
afterwards remembered to the hour of his death 
that when the hand of his sister, by which she 
supported herself on the ])illion behind him, 
touched his own, it felt as wet and cold as 
scpulohral marble. 

Glancing wide over hill and dale, the fair 
bridal procession at last reached the panah 
church, which they nearly filled ; for, besides 
domestics, above a hundred gentlemen and 
ladies were jircsont upon the occasion. The 
n^rriage ceremony was performed according to 
the rites of the Presbyterian persuasion, to which 
• rBuoklaw of late bail judged it jiroper to conform. 

the outside of the church a liberal dole 
Win dtetributed to the pooi of the neighbouring 
{nriehesi under tbo direction of Johnnie Mort- 
tlfhebglif who had lately been }>romoted from his 
dsyoli^tie ouarters at the Hermitage, to fill the 
more elimble situation of sexton at the parish 
of Itavenswood. Dame ftourlay, with 
w^o utsisted 


at Alice’s late-wake, seated apart upon a fiat 
monument or th/rongk-Hamef sat enviously com^ 
jiaring the shares which had been allotted to 
them in dividing the dole. 

Mohimio Mortsheugh,’ said Annie Winnie, 
‘might hao minded auld laiig syuo, and thought 
of lus auld kiramera, lor as braw as he is with 
his new black coat. I Ino gotten but five 
herring instead o’ sax, and this disnu look like 
a glide saxpciinys, and I daresay this bit morsel 
o’ uocf is an uuco lighter than oiiy that’s been 
dealt round ; and it’s a bit o’ the tciiony hough, 
niair by token that yours, Maggie, is out o’ tlie 
bae*k bey.* 

‘ Mine, quo* she f ’ mumbled the jiaralytio 
hag j ‘ mine is halt bani's, I trow. If grit lolk 
gio poor bodies oiiything for 'coming to their 
wedamgs and burials, it suld be bomctliing that 
wad do tliein glide, I think.* 

‘Their gifts,’ said Ailsie Gourlay, ‘are dealt 
for nao love ot us —nor out of reb[»ect for whether 
we feed or starve. They wad gio us wliinstanes 
foi loaves, if it would serve Iheir am vanity, and 
yet they exjiccl us to be as gratefu*, as they ca’ 
it, os il they stTved us loi true love and liking.* 

‘And that’s tiiily said,’ answered her com- 
]ianioii. 

‘But, Ailsie (rouilay, je’re the auldest o’ us 
three, did ye cvei see a inair grand bridal ^ * 

‘ J winna say that I Lave,’ aiisweicd the bag ; 
‘ but I think soon to see as braw a burial.’ 

‘And that wad ]>leasc me as wcc'j,’ said Annie 
Winnie; ‘for there’s as large a dole, and folk 
are no obliged to girn and laugh, and mak 
muigeons, and wish .loy to thesi* honic.it quality, 
that lord it pwer us like hrule beasts. 1 like to 
pack the dead-dole in my lap, and lin ower niy 
auld rhyme — 

My loaf m my Lip, my penny in my pinse, 

Ihou art nc er llic brtter, and 1 m nc er the worse.'* 

St 

‘That’s right, Annie,’ slid the paralytic 
woman ; ‘(tod send us a green Yule and a fat 
kiikyard 1 ’ 

* But 1 wad like to ken, Luckie Gourlay, for 
yc’ro the auldest and wisest aniaiig us, whilk o’ 
these njvillers turns it will bo to be stroikit 
first?* 

‘D’ye see yon dandilly maiden,* said Dame 
Gouilay, ‘a’ glistening wi* gow^l and jewels, 
that they aie littiiig up on the white horse 
behind that halwbraiiied callant in scarlet, wi' 
the lang sword at his side « ’ 

‘ But that’s the bride ! ’ said her companion, 
her cold licart touched with some sort of com- 
passion ; ‘ that’s the veiy bride hcrsel’ ! Eb, 
whow ) sac young, sac braw, and sac bonnie— 
and is her lime sac shoi t ® ’ 

‘I tell yo,’ said the sibyl, ‘ her winding-sheot 
is up as fiigh as her tin oat already* boUevo it 
wlia list. Her sand has but few grains to riu 
out, and nao wonder— they’ve been weel shaken. 
The loaves are withering fast on the but 

* Reginald Scott tells of an old woman who performed 
so many cure^ by means of a charm, that she was suspected 
of witchcraft. Her mode of practice being inquired Inta 
it was found that the only fee which she would aoc^t of, 
was a loaf of bread and a silver penuy$ and that the 
potent charm with which she wrou^t so many cures waS 
the doggerel couplet In die text. [Sec Note t tO the 
Anttquaryi p. 5sa} 
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shell never see the Martinmas wind gar them 
dauoB swirls like the fairy rings.’ 

*Te waited on her for a quarter/ Wd the 
paralytic woman* 'and got twa rod pieces, or 1 
am for beguiled.’ 

* Ay* ay/ answered Ailuio, with a hlttor grin ; 
'and dir William Abhtoii promibcd me a bunnie 
red gown to the boot o' that —a stake, and a 
chain, and a tar barrel, lass !— what think ye o’ 
tliat for a jn'opiue ? — fru- being up early and doun 
late for foui'scoro nights and mair wi’ his dwining 
daughter. But he may keep it fur liis ain leddy, 
cummers.' 

’1 hao heanl a sough,' said Annie Winnie, 
'os if Leddy Ashton was ennny ]>o(ly.’ 

‘D’ye see her yonder,’ said Dauio Oouilay, 
‘m she prances bn her gioy gelding out at the 
kirkyard ?— thcic’s mair o’ ut5*r deevilry in that 
woman, as bravo and fair-fashioned ori slie lides 
yojidcr, than in a’ tlie Scofceli witches that ever 
flew by moonlight ower 'Nuith Berwick Law.’ 

‘ What’s that yc say about witches, ye damned 
hags?' said Johnnie M or tsbeugh ; *aie ye east- 
ing yor cantrips in the very kirkyard, to inis<‘hi<‘f 
the bride and biidegi-oom ? (let aw a hanie, ior 
if I tak my souple t’ye, I’ll gar yo find tlie load 
foster than ye wad like.’ 

‘ Heoh, sirs I ’ answered Ailsic Goiii'lay ; ‘liow 
braw are we wi’ our new Idack coat and our 
weel-poutbered head, us if wc had iu>ver ken’d 
liunger nor thirst ourselb ! and wc’Il be aeiewing 
up our bit titj^lle, doubtless, in tin* ba’ the night, 
amang a’ the other elbo’-Jiggcis for miles round. 
Let’s see if the pins baud, dohnuie — that’s a’, 
lad.’ 

talco ye a’ to witness, glide peojile,’ Hai<i 
Moitshougli, Hliat she tlireatensmewd’ mischief, 
and forespeaks mo. If onyihing hut glide 
happens to mo or my ll<l<llo this night, I’ll 
make it the blackest night’s job she ever stirred 
in. I’ll liae»her bolbro presbjdery and synod. 
I’m half a minister mysel’, now that 1 am a 
bodral in an inhabited ])arisb.’ 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt these 
hags and the rest of mankind liad steeled tlioir 
hearts against all impressions of festivity, this 
W'as by no moans the ease w'itli the muilitiide 
at large. The splendour of the luidal retinue -- 
the gay dresses— the spirited liorses- the blithe- 
some appear.iiieo of the handsome women and 
gallant gentlemen asseudded upon the occasion, 
had the usual cllcet upon life minds of the 
populace. The repeated shouts of * Ashton and 
Buuklaw for ever!’ — the discharge of pistols, 
guns, and musketoons, to give wliat was called 
the bridal-shot, evinced the interest the jieoplo 
took in the occasion of the e^avalcailo, as tliey 
accompanied it upon their return to the castle. 
If there was'hero and thoro an elder peasant or 
his wife who sneered at the pomp of the upstart 
fonuly* and remembered the days of tlie long- 
descended Eavenswoods, even they, attracted 
by the plentiful cheer which the castle that day 
auorded to rich and poor, held their way thither, 
and acknowledged, notwithstanding their preju- 
dices, the influence of l^AmplhUrim oh Vm dine, 

ThvuA aocompauiod with the attendance both 
cf rich and poor, Lucy returned to her father’s 
house* Buoklaw used his privilege of riding 
neat to the bride, tiut, new to such a situation, 


rather endeavoured to attmet attention by the 
display of his person and horsemanship, than by 
any attempt to address her in private. They 
rcaehcil the 'castle in safety, amid a thousand 
joyous aecliimat ions. 

It is well known that the weddings of ancient 
days w’cic colebi.)ted w'ilh a festive publicity 
rejected by the delicacy of modern times. The 
marriage guests, on tin* ])r(*hent oc(*asion, were 
regaled with a bampiel of unbounded profosioi^, 
the relies ot winch, after the doinesties Tiad ' 
feasted in their tiiin, weie clistiilmted among 
tlie shouting eiowd, with iis many barrels of alo 
as made the hilarity witluiiit eoiiesjiond to that 
within the castle. The geull(‘mcn, according to 
the fashion of Iho time*-, indulged, for the most 
part, in de(‘p draughts of the liehest wines ; while 
the UdicB, prepared for the hall which always 
closed a luidal euterlaimneiii, impaUently • 
o^l>cc1ed their arrival, in tho state gallery. At 
length the social jairty broke up at a late hour, 
and the gentlemen crow'ded into the saloon, 
where, enlivened by wine and tlie joyful ocea- 
sioii, they laid aside their RW’ords, and liandod 
their iinjjatieiit jartners to tlie floor. 'Flic music 
alreaily rung from the gallery, along tho fretted 
loof ol the nnoient slate apaltment. According 
to stiiel othiuette, the bride ought to have 
oiviieil tho hall, hut Lady AhIHou, making an 
ai>ology on aceoiiiit of her daughter’s health, 
oirereil her own hand to Biickkiw as substitute 
for her daughtci’s. 

But as Lady Ashton raised hei* head grace- 
fully, exiieeting llio strain at which sho was to 
hegm tlio dance, she was so much si nick by an 
unoxj^ected all oration in the ornaments of the 
aiMirtmeiit, ibai she was sur]>rised into an ex- 
elaniation, — *Who lias dared to change tho 
])ietureH ? ’ 

All looked uj», and those who knew tho usual 
state of the apart men t (d)served, W'ilh HUiqirise, 
that tho i)ieture of Sir William Ashton’s father 
was rc*moved from its jilaee, and in its stead that 
ol old Sir Alaliso Ravenswood seemed to fiown 
vvrath and \eng<‘anee upon the party assembled 
below. Tlie exehangi* must have been made 
while tho BjiaitmeutM wctc enijity, hiit had not 
been obsened uiifil the tojehr>s and lights in 
the seoiiees wen* kiiidJ(‘d for the hall. Tho 
haughty and heated spirits of the gentlemen 
led them to demand an immediate inquiry into 
tho caiiso of what they deemed an affront tp 
their host and to tlicniHolves ; but Lady Ashton, 
recovering herself, passed it over as ilic freak of 
a crazy wrench who was maintained about tho 
castle, and whose* suseentible imagination had 
boon <»l)served io be much a fleeted by tho stories 
which Dame (lourlay delighted to toll oonecni- 
ing ‘the former family,* so Lady Ashton named 
the Ravenswoods. I'he obnoxious picture was 
immediately removed, and the hall was opened 
by T<aJy Ashton, with a grac-e and dignity 
which supplied tho charms of youth, and almost 
verified the extv$,vagant encomiums of tho elder 
part of the (iOmpany, who extolled her perform- 
ance as far exceeding the dancing of the rising 
generation. 

When Lady Ashton sat down, she was not 
surprised to nui that Imr daughter had loft the 
aparrilfMiDt, aiad she herself mltowed, eager to 
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d)VUiQ a»y impression which might have been 
ijawla uiron her nerves by au incident so likely 
to aifoot them as tlio mysterious transposition of 
the portraits, apparently she found her oi»i»re- 
hoiiinous groundless, for she returned in about 
an hour, aixd whispered the bridegroom, who ex- 
tricatocl himself from the dancers, and vanished 
from the apjip-tmont. The iustruments now 
played their loudest strains — the danceis imr- 
sued their exercise uith all the enthusiasm 
inspired by youth, miitli, and high spiiits, 
when a cry was hoard so shrill and piercing, as 
at once to arrest the dance and the music. AU 
stood motionless ; but when tlie yell was again 
repeated, Colonel Ashton snatched a torch fronx 
the sconce, and, demanding the key of the Ixridal 
chamber irom Heniy, to whom, as bride’s-man, 
it had been entrusted, rushed thithci, followed 
by Sir William and 1-iady Ashton, and one or 
two others, near relation's of the laniily. The 
bridal guests waited their rotuiii in stupehed 
amasiomeiit. 

Arrived at the door of the apartment, Colonel 
Ashton knocked and called, hut received no 
answer except stilled groans. lie Jiesitatcd no 
longer to open the floor of the apartment, in 
whmh ho found o])T»osition from something which 
lay against it. when he had sacceeded in open- 
ing it, the body of the bridegroom w'as found 
lynig on the tliresbold of tlio bridal chamber, 
and all around was Hooded witli blood. A cry 
of surprise and horror \va,% raised by all probciit ; 
and tno comjxany, excited by this new alarm, 
began to rush tumultuously towards the sleep- 
ing apartment. Colonel Ashton, first wliisjxcr- 
ing to his mother,— * Search for her— she has 
murdered him ' ' drew his sword, iilanted himself 
in the ixassage, and declared ho would suffer no 
man to pass excepting the clergyman, and a 
medical person jirescnt. Ry their assistance, 
Rucklaw, who still breathofl, was raised from 


the ground, and transported to another apait- 
ment, wdiero his frieuos, full of suspicion .and 
murmuring, assembled round him to learn the 
opinion of the surgeon. 

In the meanwhile, Lady Aslitoii, her husband, 
and their assistants, in vain sought Lucy in the 
bridal bed and in the chamber. Tliero was no 
private passage from the ro< in, and they began 
to think that she must have thrown heiself from 
the window^ when one of the oomiiany, holding 
his torch low'cr than tlie rest, discovered some- 
thing white ill the corner of the great old- 
fashioned chimney of tho aiiartmcnt. Here 
they found the uiiloriunat© girl, seated, or rather 
couched like a haie upon its form — her head- 
er dishevelled ; lier nigliLolothes tom and 
dabbled with blood -her eyes gUzed, and her 
features convulsed into a wild paroxysm of 
insanity. Wlien she saw hciself discovered, she 
gihl^red, made mouths, and xioiuied at them 
v^Sth her blooily lingers, with the fi antic gestures 
hi An eixuHing demoniac. 

asststpco was now hastily summoned ; 
ibc unhappy bride was overjiow ered, not without 
ihi use In 9Qine force. As they cairied her over 
thu Hho looked down, and uttered the 

tolly words that she had yet spoken, 

^ ^ ipitoing exulwion, ‘So. 


She was by tho ‘•shuddering assistants conveyed 
to another and more retired apartmejut, whehi 
she wal seenred as her situation re^uirto^ and 
closely watched. The unutterable ogohy of tho 
parents— tho hoiTor and confusion of oU U*ho 
w’cro in the cabtlc —the fury of contending pas* 
sioiis betw'een the friends of the different pai*fies, 
passions augmented by previous intemiiorancc, 
surpass description. 

The surgeon was tho first wlio obtained some- 
thing like a jiatient hearing*, he pronounced 
that tho wound of Bucklaw, iliough severe and 
dangerous, was by no means fatal, but might 
readily 1)0 rendered so by disturbance and hasty 
removal. This silenced tlie numerous party of 
lJucklaw's friends, who Iiad picviously insisted 
that he should, at all rates, he ^transported from 
tho castle to the nearest of their houses. They 
still demanded, however, that, in consideration 
of what had hapi>oiied, four of their number 
should remain to watch over the sick-bed of 
their friend, and that a suitable number of tlicir 
doii'esticB, well armed, should also remain in 
the castle. This condition being acceded to on 
the pad of Colonel Asliton and liis father, the 
rest of the bridegroom's fiicnds left the castle, 
notwithstanding tho hour and the darkness of 
the night. The cares of the medical man wei'0 
next emidoyod in belialf of ^liss Ashton, whom 
he prononneecl to bo in a veiy dangerous state. 
Further medical a«^sistance was immediately sum- 
moned. All night she remained delirious. On 
the moiiiing, she fell into a state of absolute 
insensibility. Tho next evening, the physicians 
said, would bo the crisis of her malady. It 
proved so ; for although she awoke from her 
trance with some appearance of calmno&s, and 
suffered her night-clothes to bo changed, or nut 
in order, yet so soon as she put her hand to lier 
nock, as if to search for tho latal blue ribbon, a 
tide of recollections st'cmed to rush upon her, 
which her mind and body were alike incapable 
of bearing. Convulsion followTd convulsion, till 
th^y closed in death, without lier being able to 
utter a word explanatory of the fatal scene. 

The provineiid judge of tho district arrived 
the day after the young lady had expired, and 
executed, though with all possible delicacy to 
the afllictod family, the painlul duty of inquiring 
into this fatal transaction. But there ocOurred 
nothing to explain the general hypothesis, that 
tho bride, in a sudden fit of insanity, had stabbed 
the bridegroom at the threshold of the apart- 
ment. The fatal weapon w^as found in the 
chamber, smeared with blood. It was the same 
l>oniaril which llcnty should have w^orn on tho 
wedding-day, and which his unhappy sister had 
probably contrived to secrete on the preceding 
evening, w*hon it had been shown tb her among 
other articles of preparation for the wedding. 

Tho friends of Bucklaw expected that on his 
recovery he w'ould throw some light upon this 
dark story, and eagoily pressed him with in* 
quiries, which for some time ho evadod tinder 
mntext of weakness. When, however* ho had 
Leon transported to hia own house, and waa 
considered as in a state of Convateateeei he 
assembloiT thoso persons, both male apa fimalcy 
who had considered themselves as eiMdiisd ta 
press him on this subject, and mttmied 





thanitis for tlia iaterost they had exhibited in 
litA behalifi ahd their offers of adhcreuco and 
Sitpjiort, * I wish yon all,* he said, ‘ my fi iends, 
to Understand, however, tliat I have neither 
Sto:^ to tell, nor ininries to avenge. If a Li<ly 
whau question me heneeforward upon the in- 
cidents of ihat unhappy night, 1 shall remain 
silent, and in future coi doer her as one who 
lias shown herself desirous to break oif licr 
friendship) with mo; in a word, 1 will never 
Bp)eak to her again. But if a gentleman sliall 
me the same question, I sliall regard the 
incivility as equivalent to an invitation to meet 
him in the Duke’s Walk,* and I expect tliat 
Jie will rule himself accordingly ’ 

A declaration so decisive admitted no com- 
mentary ; and it was soon after seen tliat Buck- 
law had arisen from the lied of sickness a sadder 
and a wiser man than ho had liiiheito shown 
himself. He dismissed Craigongelt liom liis 
society, but not without such a provision as, if 
well ernpdoyed, might secure him against in- 
digence, and against teinplntion. 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and never re- 
turned to Scotland ; nor uas he known ever to 
hint at tlio circumstances attending his fahil 
marriage. By many readers this may be deemed 
overstrained, roniantie, and coiiqioscd by the ild 
imagination of an autlior, dcsiious of gratifying 
the popular apjietito for the hoiiihle ; hut tlu'se 
who are read iii tlio pirivato family histoiy of 
Scotland during the jieriod in wliieli the scene is 
laid, will rcaflily discover, through the disguise of 
bonwed names and added incidents, the load- 
ing particulars of ow i ii TitU4 


CHAPTER XXXIl\ 

Whose mind's sn marbled, and hrs heart so haid, 
That would not, when this huge mishap was heard, 
To th’ utmost note of soirow set their bong, 

To see a gallant with so great a giace. 

So suddenly iinlhought uii, so o'enhrown, 

And so to perish, in sn pool a jilace, 

By too la&h riding in a ground unknown I 

PotAi, IN Nishli’s JIe^aiury, Vol. fl. 

We have anticipated the couise of lime to 
mention Bucklaw’s I'ceovery and fate, that we 
might not interrupt the detail of events which 
succeeded tlio funeral of the wifortunate Lucy 
Asliton. This melancholy ccrcnimiy was pier- 
formed in the misty dawn of an autumnal morn- 
ing, with such moderate attendance and ceremony 
fiS coitld not possibly be dispensed witli. A very 
fow of tho nearest relations attended licr body 
to the same clnircliyard to whieli she had lately 
been lod as a bride, u ith as little free u ill, 
as could bo now testified by her lifeless 
And remains. An aisle adjacent to the 

ohuroh hod been fitted up) by Sir William Ashton 
a$ a family cemetery ; and here, in a coffin hear- 
ing neither name nor date, were consigned to 
duet the remains of what was once lovely, 

^ * A Walk In the vicinity of Holyrood Iion*w, so called, 
hepaUM dllen frequented W the Duke of York, afterwards 
Jaftm n.fe ouring his residence in Scotland. It w^as for a 
cW t iD ^ Ih’enwal ^peof reiK(e?vouj> for settling affairs 


beautiful, and innoofluit, though exosporated to 
frenzy by a long tract of unremitting ]>ersecution, 
Wliilc the mourners were busy in tko vault, the 
three village liags, who, notwitlistanding the 
unwonted carliiicss of the hour, had snuffed 
the (“arrion like vultures, were seated on the 
‘ through -stanc,* and engaged in their wonted 
nnhdllowcd coniorcntc. 

‘Did not I saj,’ said Dame Gourlay, ‘that 
the braw bridal would he followed by as braw 
a funeral ’ ’ 

‘1 think,’ aimcifd Dame Winnie, ‘there’s 
little bravely at ’t ; neither meat nor drink, 
and just a uliceu silvtr tippeiici‘H to the pioor 
folk; it was little uoith while to come sac far 
road lor sac sma’ pu'olit, and us sac tiaik’ 

‘Out, wretch’’ iej»lied D.imo (loiirlay ; ‘can 
a* tlio dainties they could gie u,s bo half sao 
sweet as this hoiu’s 'Ncngeance^ There they 
aic that wcio eapioring on their piranciug nags 
tour daj'^s since, and they arc now gan^ng as 
drcigli and sober as oni sol’s the day. They u ere 
a’ ghstening ui’ goud and silver - they’re now 
as black as the crook. And Miss Lney AshtoU, 
that grudged nhen an honest woman came near 
licr, a laid may sit on her eollin the day, and 
she can nc\er scuhikt nhen he croaks. And 
Lady Ashton has hclbiiTC burning in lier bicaat 
by this time ; and Sir William, wi’ his gibbets, 
and his faggots, and his ehaijis, how likes ho 
the wjlehenes of his am duelling-house I* 

‘And is it tiuc, then,’ niumhlcd the paralytic 
wretch, ‘that the biide uas trailed out of her bed 
ami ii]» the chiniley by evil spirits, and that the 
bridegioom’s face uas uning rouiul ahint him ?’ 

‘Ye needna eaie uha did it, or how it was 
done,* saifl Ailsic Gouilay ; ‘but I’ll nphaud it 
for nao stickit * job, and tliat the lairds and 
leddies ken weel IMh day.’ 

‘And was it true,’ said Amiio Winnie, ‘sin 
ye ken sao mncklc about it, that the piieture of 
aiild Sir Malise liaveiiRwood came douii on the 
lia’ floor and led out the brawl befoTC tliem a’ ? ' 

‘ Na,’ said Ailsic ; ‘but into the hn’ came tho 
])iciiiro- and 1 ken wool hoiv it eaine there— -to 
them a w'arning that pride would get a fa’. 
But there’s as queer a ploy, cummers, ns ony 
o’ time, that’s g/uin on even now in the burial 
vault yonder— Ye saw' tw'al mourneis, wi’ erapic 
and cloak, gang duw'ii the stcpis piaii and piair 1 ' 

‘ What should ail us to see them ?’ said one 
old woman. 

‘I counted them,’ t.iid tlie other, with the 
eagerness of a person to whom tho spioctacle had 
afforded too inneli interest to bo vie^\ed with 
iiidiffcroiice. 

‘But yo did not see,’ said Ailsic, exulting in 
her superior observation, ‘that there’s a fliir- 
teeiith amang them that they ken naething 
about; and, if auld Ireits say true, there's ane a 
that copppany that’ll no bo lang for this warld, 
But come awa, cummers ; if we bi^o hero, I’so 
warrant we get tho wyto o’ whatever ill CQtnes 
of it, mid that gude will come of it nane o* them 
need ever think to see,’ * 

And thus, croaking like the ravens when they 
anticipate pestilence, the ill-boding sibyls with** 
drew from the churchyard. 

* I 

» 1 tkSUiAiiN/. * 
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\ i % j|iiky th6 tnonrtwwt, ^hen the serrice el 
'lirntmeiat was endfd, discovered tlwt tjiere was 
aiO^ong them one more than the invited number^ 

’ tne remark was communicated in whispers 
te each other. The suspicion fell upon a liguie, 
Which, muiflod in the same deep mourning with 
iie others, was reclined, almost in a state of 
insensibility, against one of the i>illars of the 
Sepulchral vault. The relatives of the Ashton 
family wore expressing in whisiiers their sur- 
prise and displeasure at the intrusion, wlien they 
wore interrupted by Colonel Ashton, who, in his 
father^s absence, acted as piiuupal mourner. 
*1 know,’ he said, in a whisper, ‘who this 
person is ; he has, or shall soon have, as deep 
cause of mourning as oinsclves — leave me to deal 
with him, and do not distuib the ceremony by 
unnecessary exposure,’ So saying, lie seiwrated 
himself from the gioup oi his leUtioiis, and, tak- 
ing the unknown mourner by tlu* cloak, lie said 
to him, in a tone of auiipiessed emotion, ‘Follow 

me-* 

The stranger, as if starting iiom a tidiieo at 
the sound of his voice. inechainoalJy obeyed, and 
they ascended the broken riiiuoiis stair which led 
from the sepulchre into the chiinhyard. The 
other mourners followed, but remained groui>ed 
together at the door of the vault, watching with 
anxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and the 
stranger, who now appeared to he in close con- 
ference beneath the shade of a yew- tree, in the 
most remote ]iart of the buiial-giound. 

To this sequestered spot Colonel Ashton had 
guided the stranger, and then tnrning lound, 
addressed him in a stem and composed tone— 
*1 cannot doubt that 1 sjioak to tlie Master of 
Ravenswood * ’ No answer was returned. I can- 
not doubt,* resumed the colonel, trembling with 
rising passion, ‘ that I speak to the murderer of 
my sister ? ’ 

‘You have named me but too truly,* said 
Eavenswood, in a hollow and tremulous voice. 


‘If you repent what you have done,’ said the 
colonel, *mny your ponitenio avail you bcioro 
Ck>d; with ino it shall servo you nothing. 
Here,’ he said, giving a pa])er, ‘is the measuie 
of my sword, aud a mcmoraiidum of the time 
and place of meeting. Sunrise to-morning morn- 
ing, on the links to the cast of Wolf’s Hope.* 

The Master oi liavonswood held the paper in 
bis hand, and seemed inesoliitc At lou^li lie 

r ke — ‘Do not,' ho said, ‘urge to further 
peratiou a wretch who is already despeiate. 
Enjoy your life when y(Ai can, and let me seek 
my death from another.' 

‘ That you never, never shall 1 ’ said Douglas i 
49b ton. ‘ You shall die by my hand, oi you j 
aball complete the ruin of my family by taking | 
my life. If you reftiso my open olianenge, there 

B ‘ I ivill not take of you, no in 
hieli 1 will not load you, until 
af Ravenswood shall bo the aigii 
lhat IS dishonourable, as it is 
lat IS villanoua ' 

dl upvei he,* said Ravenswood 
un the last who must War it, I 
9 who once owned it, that the 
[XtiUguishod without infamy. I 
tims^ mi pla^ie of msoW 


‘Alone we meet,* swd Colonel Aehtbnf ‘end 
alone will the survivor of us retain ttm that 
place ofjrendexvous.* ^ 

‘ Then God have mercy on the soul of him 
who falls ! ’ said Ravenswood. 

‘ So be it I ’ said Colonel Ashton ; ‘ so fat ean 
my charity reach even for the man I bats most 
deadly, and with the deepest reason. Ifow, 
break off, for we sliall be iniermptsd. The 
links by the sea -shore to the cast of Wolfs 
Hope— the hour, suniiso— our swords our only 
weapons.’ 

‘Enough,’ said the Master; ‘I will not fail 
you.’ 

Tlipy separated ; Colonel Ashton joining the 
rest ot the moumorf^ and the Master of Ravens* 
wood taking his liorse, which was tied to a tree 
belaud tlie ohm*cli. Colonel Ashton returned 
to the castle wilh the funeial guests, but found 
0 ])retoxt lor detaching himswf from them in 
tlie evening, when, changiim his dress to a rid- 
ing habit, he rode to Wolfs Hope that night, 
and took up Ins abode in the little inn, in order 
tliat he might be ready lor liis rendezvous in 
the morning. 

It is not known how the Master of Ravens'* 
wood disposed of the lost of that unhappy day. 
Late at night, liowever, he arrived at Wolfs 
Crag, and aroused Ins old domestic, Caleb 
Bahlciston, who had ceased to expect his retiurn. 
Confused and Hying rumours of tlie late tragical 
death of Miss Asliion, and of its mysterious 
cause, had already reached the old man, who wM 
hlled with the utmost anxiety, on account qf thfi 
probable effect these events might produce 
the mind oi liis master. ** 

The condu(‘t of llavonswoocl did not alleVikte 
his apprehensions. To the butler’s trembling 
entreaties that ho would take some refreshment, 
ho at first i eturned no answer, and then suddenly 
and fiercely demanding wine, he drank, contrary 
to his habits, a very largo drauglit.* Seeing that 
his master would eat nothing, the old man 
afleetioiiately entipatod lhat ho would permit him 
to light him to Ills chamber. It was not until 
the request was three or four times repeated, that 
Ravoiiswood made a mute sign of compUanco. 
But wlien Baldlfrslon eondueted him to an apart- 
ment which had boon comfoitably fitted up, and 
which, since his return, he hod usually occupied, 
Ravenswood stoiiped sliprt on the threshold. 

‘Not here,’ s^id ho sternly; 'show me the 
room in w’hicli my father died ; the room in 
which SHE slept the night they wore at the 
castle.' 


* Who, sir ’’ said Caleb, too terrified to preserve 
his presence of mind. 

‘ Shf, Lucy Ashton !— would you kill mo, eld 
man, by forcing me to repeat her name ? * 

Caleb would have said something Of the die- 
repair of the chamber, but was silenced by the 
irritable impatience which was expressed in jhlii 
master’s countenance ; he lighted the wayi tn^r 
bling and in silence, placed %e lamp onw tap^ 
of tne deserted room, and was abont to attempt 
some arrangement of the bed, ythm bio UlMfm 
bid him begone in a tone that # nP 

delay* The old man rotirod, not to xnet. mt to 
; andfrom tinm totimoofovttp 
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out «i thb gfti« ; hnt la0i«tiU| tfirning ba^^k, lie 
thiw towards CataW wbo haataned to meat liikn, 
a heavy pur«e of gold* 

* Caleb 1* he said, with a ghastly smilo, *lmaka 
you my executor ; ’ apd again turning hia bridle^ 
no rosumed lye course down the hill. 

The gold fell unheeded on the j)avemex)t, ibr^ 
th^old man laii to obseivo the course which was 
taken by lus master, ulio turned to the left down 
a small and broken which gained the sea* 
shore tbrough a cleit in the rook, and led to a 
soit of cove, where, in lornjcv times, the boats of 
Iho castle were w'ont to be mooi cd. Observing 
liim take this course, Caleb hastened to the 
eastern battlement, which commanded the pro- 
spect of the whole sands, very near as far as the 
village of Wolfs Hope. He could easily see his 
master iiding in that diroetion, os fast as the 
liorso could carry him. The i>rot)hPcy at once 
ruslud on Baldcrston’s mind, that the Loni of 
Ravenswood should polish on the Kelpie’s Flow, 
which lay half-way betwixt tlic tow^er and the 
Imks, or sand knolls, to the iioithward of Wolfs 
Ilope. lie saw him accordingly leaeh the fatal 
spot, but ho never saw him pass farther. 

C’oloncd Ashton , f runtic for revenge, w as already 
in the held, pacing the turf with eagerness, and 
looking with impatience towards the tower for 
the arrival of Ins antagonist. The sun had now 
lison, and showed its bioad disk above the eastern 
sea, so that lie (>ould easily discern tlic horseman 
who rode towaids him with speed wliieh arguei} 
impatience cmial to his own. At once the figure 
became in visiolc, as if it had melted into the air. 
lie rubbed his eyes, as if lie had witnessed an 
apfiarition, and then liastened to the spot, near 
which ho was met by Balderston, wlio came from 
the opposite direction. No trace wliatovcr of 
horse or rider could bo discerned ; it only ap- 
peared that the late wdiids and high tides had 
greatly extended the usual bounds of the ij^aiok- 
sand, and that the uufoi lunate horseman, as 
npi»eared from the hoof-trocks, in his precipitate 
liastc, liad not attended to keep on tho firm 
StUids, on the foot of tho rock, ])iit had taken the 
shoitest and most daugcious course. One only 
vestige of liis fate amicared. A largo sable 
feather had boon dctaelied fiom his hat, and tho 
rippling waves of the rising tide wafted it to 
QaVob’s feet. 

The old mail took it up, diicd it, and xdaeed 
it in his bosom. 

Tho inliabitaufs of Wolfs IIojw were nbw 
alarmed, and crowded to the nlar e, some on show, 
and some in boats, but tnoir search availed 
nothing. Tho tcnacioiiB deptlis of tho quicksand, 
as is usual in sucli eases, letained itsjirey. 

Our tale cliaw^s to a conclusion. Tws klatnliSs 

of A , alarmed at the friglitful reporta tnafc 

were current, and anxious for his kinsman’s 
safety, arrived on the subsequent day to mourn 
his loss ; and, after renewing in vain a seurcll 
for the body, returned to forget what had hap- 
pened amid, the bustle of politics and state 
affairs. 

Not 80 Caleb Balderston, If worldly nrofft 
could hate consoled the old man, his agewasbetter * 
provided for than bte oarlicr life had ever bound 
pat life had laot to hhn its sa]it and ita sstonpr,^ 
|El9 nrhnls of MM hie fboUngo, whrtw. 


BavenSiiirQod Hod gone to repose. Bis measured, 
hsnvy step npon the floor was only interrupted 
by deep rn^ns ; and the reputed stamps of the 
heel of his heavy boot, intimated too clearly 
that the wretched inmate was abandoning him- 
self at -such momenta to paroxysms of uncon- 
ttoUed agony. Tho old man tlioiight Hut the 
Uioming for which he Ionge<l wouhl never have 
dawneq; but time, whoso »t>urse rolls on witli 
equal current, however it may seem more rapid 
^ more slow to mortal apjirohousiou, brought 
(he dawn at last, and spread a luddy light on 
the broad verge of tho glistening ocean. It was 
early in November, and tho weather was serene 
for the season of tho yeai . But an easterly wind 
had prevailed during tlie night, and tho advan- 
cing tide lolled iioaier than usual to the foot of 
the crags on which the castle was founded. 

With the first peep of light, Caleb Balderston 
again rosorteii to the dooi of Itavenswood’s sleep- 
ing apaitment, thiough a chink of which no 
observed lum engaged iii measuring the length 
of two or three aw'oids which lay in a closet 
adjoining to tho ajiartinent. He muttered to 
himself, as he seleeted oiu* of these wea^ions, ‘It 
is shorter— let him have this advantage, as he 
kas every other.* 

Caleb Balderston know too Wi'll, from what he 
witnessed, upon what onterjinsc liis master was 
'bound, and how vain all inleTfcrencc on Ins i>art 
must necessarily prove. He had but time to 
retreat from the door, so neaily was ho sur- 
prised by hif master suddenly coming out and 
descending to the stables. The faithfu 1 donicsl io 
followed ; and, from the dislnwollcd appearance 
of his^ master’s di'ess, and Ins ghastly looks, was 
confirmed in his conjeeturo that ho had passed 
the night without .sleep or loposc. Ho found 
him busily engaged in saddling his horse, a 
service from which Caleb, though with faltering 
voice and trembling hands, offered to relievo 
him. Raveifiiwood rejected his assistance by a 
mute sign, and, liaving led the animal into tho 
court, was just about to mount him, wlien the 
old domestic’s fear giving way to the strong 
attachment wliich was the princijial passion of 
]iis mind, ho flung himself suddenly at Ravens- 
W'ood’s feet, and clasjied his knees, while ho 
exclaimed, * 0, sir ’ 0, mastei ’ kill me if you 
will, but do not go out on this dre.idful errand ’ 
O, my dear master, wait but this day — the 

JMarqnis of A comes to-morrow, and a’ will 

be remedied » * * 

‘You have no longer a master, Caleb,’ said 
Ravenswood, endeavouring to oxtiicatc himself ; 
*why, old man, would you cling to a falling 
tower r 

‘ But I haw a master,’ cried Caleb, still hold- 
ing him fast, ‘wliilo tho heir of Ravenswood 
bjceathes. I am but a servant ; but I was boin 

K fkther^s — ^your grandfather’s servant — I was 
for the family — I have lived for them — I 
Vnould die for them 1 — Stay but at home, and all 
will be Wejl > * 

‘Well, fool ! well I ’ said Ravenswood ; * vain 
oU map, nothixig hereafter in life will be well 
wSh M happiest is the bpuv that shall 
soonest close it}’ 

do Myiufe he extricated kimsolf firoip the old 
mn*! hold, throw Mw wU 0» hie bor^e, end rode 






in ^ d»0l hi Senders J 4h4 ftcilry^ W^ES^ 
was suoofsdedi died i^i^ai&Hedi JMy i«]i^ 
lived to the verge of extipehia oJd the duly 
snrvivor of the group of unhappy peiieoda yAu^ 
misfortunes were owing to her jmplacahlil^tyf 
That she might internally feel oompnnotiou, WlU 
reconcile heisclf with lloavon Whom sh6 had 
oiFonded, we will not, and we dare not, dohy 1 
bnt to those around her she did not eviuee tne 
slightest symptom either of repentahoe. or re* 
morse. In all external appearance, she bore wW 
same hold, haughty, unhendifig chsraoter which 
she had displayed before these unhappy events, 
A splendid maiblo monument locords her name, 
titles, and virtues, while her victims remain 
undistinguished by tomb or epitaph. 


„ of apprehension, of pleasn|^ or of 
^ aU ari^n iVom his close ooi^netcioii 
/amily which was now extinguished. 

i up his head no longer-- forsook all his 

.^1 haunts and r)ccupation8, and seemed only 
j iittd ploasiuo 111 moping about .those apait- 
fuents in the old castle, which the Master^ of 
Itaveiiswood had last i nhabited. lie ate without 
rofivhhtncnt, and si umbered without repose; and, 
with a fidelity sometimes displayed by the canine 
race, but seldom by human beings, ho j)iuc<l and 
dio^i within a year alter the catastroiiho which 
wc have naiVatod. 

The family of Ashton did not long survive 
that of llavcnsMOod. Sir William Ashton out- 
lived his eldest son, the colonel, v ho was slain 
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Not# C, P 36$.— AUIHOHS IiLNB 9 AND DltJAIJON 
or iHL NoMti 

Trom I ;(.khail b Vinton s of Scott 

t*l]Ul ml) jn inf rincU me ihu Sii Wallei uassitmirh 
letoveitci IS 1) hiNL rtsumed lus usu I litcruy tils, 
th hiihIi tvjih this dilJeiencL, thil he now, f r the lust tunc 
in his 111* t nuul it iiccess u y to euiplcy the h incl of inr thci 
I he riiinii ript which ScoU w is tlms diet iling v, is thit 
(f lilt ihidc of 1 uiimetmoot, and lus aiiiatiuen o weie 
Williiml iidliw itid folm Dillant>nc cl \ili u he j u 
f Mcd tlu litter, when he cnild It it All t t id tii 
nt( Hint of the supemr ripidil\ tl hi-, ptn in I I > 
Ikciu^c John 1 ejit Ins pen t j the piper wiili it 11 Uiiiij 
tioii, and, lhout,h with min> in udi twinl h 111 lus t)c 
and now and thin in iiidilh sin u It cf In lips h ul 
resolution to w iilc 011 like i will ti um I tleil , nhcic i-. 
go >d 1 aidl iw ( Mlctc d vi tlh su h 1 ten ze t ml > the interest 
of the story is it fl iwed fi m the Anth is li^ s th it he 
(ould not suppiess exc 1 im it nn cl surnns nn I dt Iii,I I -* 
“(jiidektip IS i ' ll likeo tint ’—ell siis’eh sn • 
and s) f >rlh — \ihu h did n t j 1 in tc des] at h 

‘llnvf often h )wev< i in the i jml he ud 1 tilth 
secret lilts lies ril t the i^toiii li ncntviith which the > wo 
equally dleeted whei Sictt lee iii this cxioniieiit 111 
anectionitel udl iw Ik sereluni, him t > t pdictxtinc, wl n 
his ludiblc suHeiing filled ( vet > piuse Aiiy, Willu he 
answered, * onl> set thilthed is ire fi t 1 w ill f iii 
keep ill the eiy as well i dl the w I t> nitsehi I ut 
as ti giviiiL, c\er wnk tint t iii cnly be when I am 11 
wojllen John Hallintynt told in<, tlot after tlit first 
<1 ly, he ilwiys tcicl t ire t > h iic i drzcii i f pens in i k 
befoie he seatea himself oiiposite tj tin sifi on whidi 
Scott liy, and that though he often tuincd him elf n hi 
pillow with a groin i f toinnnt, he u«u illy c mtinucd the 
sentence in the siine breath Ilut when dialsfriic cf 
peculixr amnution wis in piogress spiiit eemed to 
truunph alt igethcr oi ei nutter lit ii ^‘■c ficm his couch 
and walked up ind djwn the uum 1 using an 1 lowering 
Ills soiee, ukI is it weie acting the pin It w is in this 
fashi )n tint St )tt j i xliu < d the f ii greatci poiuoa of the 
Bade of Lamiuermuur — J G loeiviiSKi ] 


Neil 1 ), p jSj -SivCiLOicF I ockitAi J 

President of thr ( ouit of Se«si}n lie was pi tollc I in 
the High Street of 1 linhiirt,h, b> J ihnChit icyc f Dahj, 
m the >e ir 1083 The icveiigc of this despciatc in in was 
htimulitcd by inopinimtlut he had sust lined iiiju tiet 
in a dec leet arbiti u prtnounced by the Pirsidn t, as ign 
mg an aliment uy provision of ib mt £.t, \ 111 f ivour of lus 
wife and ehildien lie is said at fust ii h i\t tksij.ne I to 
shoot the judge while attcmliii^, iq n di\ine wui hij , 1 ut 
was diveited by some feeling concerning the «anftitv cf 
the pi ICC After the congregation wis dismissed, he 
dogged his \ieimi as far as the he id of the tio e on the 
south side of the L iwnmarket^ m which the President s 
house was situated, and (-hot him dead i> he w is about to 
enter it I ins act w is done 111 the pre<^cnee cf numcroii-. 
spectators Xhe i sis&in made no attunpl to fl>, I ut 
l)Oi&*‘ed e>r the dec d, s iMiig, * I h ive t lu^l t the 1 lesident 
how to do justice lie had it h ast given him f ui w uiiing, 
<Ls Jack C ide says on a similar occ* u n J he murderer, 
liter unde rgoing the torture, by a spe 1 il le t of the I st itcs 
of Puliamc t, w is tned lief ore the I oul Picovost of 1 din 
burgh, as 1 ish sheriff, ind condc Timed t > be dr /ged on a 
hurdh to thr ]>1 ce of execution, to hive his rigl L hind 
struck off while he jet lived, aud fina11> to he hung on the 
galluw:. with the pistol wherewith he shot the Piesident 
tied round lus xiecl This execution teiok pi lee on the 3d 
of April if 1 1 ind tlu me 1 k ut was long remeinlieied as a 
dreadful in tin c of what the lav books call 
%ngtniumin. tnum 


Note E, p 386 A CiKAHAMi A lirucr, a &i. Claik 

III was ominous f jt a (uahvme to wi u gieen, propably 
Umstt Montrose w is di u e n in i eai t < f gree n aliler which 
happoiitta to be bi ought in lu wly cut to the maiket place, 
jMld them sold,' irom the Netherbiw to the lelbaoth 
to fulfil ‘ Thoma Khjmer s pi ophec), 
)d till now, “Visa la fin on an ouler (atder^ 
shall by many be seen “Visa U fm Look 
Iff tb« Etm* » Montrose or Grahome s motto and this 
w ip 4 o of green alder * Tins passage is firom Rev. 
Jfim# Fiiinr « epj^iemporafy natTMtse^ and is quoted by 


Napier, ^ Monirosct p 7/4 Napifcr, howevtf, 
disuute s the motto, md asciiLcs the prophecy to * bibylla 
and } Iti xim, not the Khynw r 

A Bruce would not kill a spidei, hceau^-cof the tradition 
that a spick t tiught Isebeit the I ruee patience, by pt,r 
severing till the eventh lime to swuij; itself l»y its thread 
fiomene i iftci t > an ihcr 111 the hut 111 which Bruce was 
hiding J he best 1 eeunt ei this is m fillers Scots 
\\ otihu ,1 p jbp In the liksof Gr indiatlur, p 68, 
the \uth rsi\s ^Ihivr c fie n nut wit li people of the name 
e n 1 lie e so e lU] letely pc rsiiaded of the ti Uth of this stor) , 
th it tbe> w mkl n L n ai > le xiiit kill i spidei , bcciuse 
it w s th t mse t win h 1 d sh wii the evjimple of perse 
verm c ini given \ sigiiil of good luck to their great 
11 um ll r 

A Sin ’ ur r St Cl u w iild 11 jt eios the Old on a 
M md 13 1 11 e til I ul f Oil ntj, their chief, led lus 

m n n Ih it d ly ver tint 1 ill rn then wiy to 1 lodden, 
firm which 11 me i f them e uiie 1 uk Jhe St Cl ins ilsc> 
w ludnotweit gie n ce ii e itwi then livcij in th it 
fitil bitlk I lieu 1 vs s 1 1 m hem a fivcuntc colour 
1 Se ’ lel , ind the O ilvie tls j won t wear it I 


Noil I,i 4 J hi Ixiivmvm' 

I] lines J ill uil>]ie the enuui nt fii itei was the elde t 
efthiee ns c f v 11 ill ineieh int iii Kelso llowashotii 
111 T77 ml ll imc i \ tinted with Sii Walter Seett 

s> r ul> i i'’ 4 will 1 ilUiiditig the I ruiiinu 'sell )oI 
J living tilli hi 1 V 1 nntiii tliic he si u till v 1 ve il 
mw I qti e ill d ll i l/i// mil in 1711 thue 

issued 1 1 mi hi jnsSti 1 / / jt / t J ah^ / 

f whiih rnlj 1 i j le weu th wn 11 llus wvs 

flljwcd Iv thr hr t editieti if th J\f nstn s\ of the 
S it Ji /> /r/ / in 1 V w ik th U vv vs e nsuleicd •-ueh 
in adinii vLlc sj eeinien i f tsj opt iph> th it I ill mtync w is 
indii ed tvicmevi t il dmluigli vvh le f 1 tliiity yeirshc 
e irrud on i inntm e t bUshmeut with gi* it success, 

k Aving \ii» 3 mngn brothci Alex indei at Kelso 1> look 

aftei the new pijer • 

) )hn B ill int>nc the re n 1 s m w v I in in 1774 He 
icmmeneid his i nil I U Krl mSipuiilci itij b\ tl e 
sile ef th it p III u of th ei III i iteel libi 113 f John JJuke 
of Kixluighi win b uniuni-l at 1 burs ( astl On 

coining to J dmluigh 1 r w 1 f r x time eonnecUd with 

the piinling (Tice lit ifteiwaids turned lurti iieer 
and b ol ‘•cllei and became the publisher of several of 
S tts Pxms and N vel ‘Joetind Johnrit, as Scott 
s mu times c vlk I him, w v i peison c f a volatile and joyous 
dl pcsition i tn st amusing e imp mi m, having flu credit 
of \ ring the be st st ry teller of lus time 1 lu state of Lis 
1 eilth h we ver obliged him to lelinqm h business, aud 
hediediCtb lunt i8zi 

J lines, who dev led mueli e f I is Lime to theatric il 
critieisrn and jouiniJism died within f ur inmths of Sir 
Walter Scott, m Jvnuiiy rStj He issistrd the Authrr 
of these novels m icvisint the proef sheets, and suggesting 
minute correclioi ] 


Noir (i, p 419 -liii Paid 01 Callb Baidlision 

I he r ud c f C vleb I Iderst n en the coo] ers 1 itehen 
h s lecn uiiiveis dly r jnsideieel cn the southern side of 
the Iweed is gre icfciuely md ib utdly exlrivagant The 
Authir cm ciilj «• ly that .1 siniil ir m cdotc wis com 
mumc ited to him with el ite and ninie cf the pvrties, by 
a noble eu-l Uiely deeevsed, whose reiiiembr inces of 
former di>s both in Scotl md md 1 nglmd, while they 
were given with a felicity and p wer of humour never to 
be fngittc^ri Ij llnsc who bid the luppness of meeting 
his loidslup m f miliir sicicly, weie espcciilly invaluable 
from thvii extienie aceiir ic> 

Spevl ing liter mj 1 md md 1 imcnted informer, with the 
omis leii of names c»nl>, the uiccelote ran thus -Thtie 
was a certain 1 lehcloi grntkinan in one of the midlanid 
eountie« c f Seollmd, seroud s n of in me lent family, who 
lived on the fortune rf i ccroiul m — xidiiicH^ upon some 
inserably smvll innuii^ wliuh >el was so managed and 
stietcbeJ out hy the expedients of his man Jollh, that his 
master kept the front lank with all the young men of 
eiudity in the county, md hunted dined, diced, and 
dr ink w ith them, upon app irc ntl / eejual terms 

It IS true that, vs the masters society was extremely 
amusing, his fiunds contrived to reconcile hw man John 
to accept assistance of various kinds under the rose, which 
they datred not to have directly offered to his masken Yet, 
sery consistently wub all this good incUqMtott to Johiti 
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and John's mster^ it was thought among tho young fox- 
iutnters. that it would be an excelluit jest, if {lussible, to 
take Jonn a,( ^uult 

With this intention, and, 1 think, m consequence uf a 
net, a party of four or live of th< se youngsttis arrix^d at 
the bachelor’s Jitllc mansion, \ihich u«is adjicent t> \ 
Considerable village Here they alighted a sliut vlitU 
before the dinuer-hour — for it was judged regal ir to ^i\c. 
Johns ingenuity a fur 'tnrt — iiid, rushing pist the 
astonished domestic, cntcicd th< little pulour, and, 
telling some conceited stoiy tif tli lusc cf th«.ir in\ i i n, 
the self invited guests iskid llicit lindlord if he u aid 
let them have some dinner Then friend g im them i 
hearty and untmb ii r issed ret ej; inn, and, f jr the miltei 
of dinncT, referred th< rii to Jjhri He w is siinuii iiied ic 
Coidingly rti eived his master s ordei t > get dmiit i if ody 
for the ptrty who hid thus unexpectedly ai rived, and, 
without changing a musilc ef his ( mnlenuicc, pn. ni id 
pionipt obedience Ciieit \ias the speculation xf the 
xisitois, uid prob dily < f the Lindl||id d wh it v as to be 
the issue of Johns fin pr muses Some of the nnne 
curious hid taken <i%pecp ml i the kitelun and c<uld s<( 
nothing there ti n ili e the piispcrt held out l> the 
major~donw But, uuiu tual vs the dinnt r hour * truck on 
the village clock, Julm placed hef le them a btxUly lump 
of baled beef, with a piopei act tinp uiitncnt uf gieeii , 
amply sufTicicnt to dine the whole part's , and to decide the 
bet against those among the visit is who < xper Cecl to t ike 
John napping Hit exp) mat ion w i the s ime as in the 
case of Caleb 15 ddeistc n J dm h id us< d the fit t d nn t > 
e ury oft the Aat/ fot of a ru h old t hull m tlu x illaj e iiid 
brought It to his master i house, Icuing the jr put tor 
and lus friends to dine ou bie ul md < het se , uid, ts fohu 
said * good en mgh f jr them ’ 1 h< ft* ir f f givint, ofli m c 

to so many persons of distint ti m k< jit the i m r m in 
suftieiently quiet, and lie wis afteiwirds reinunei itcd 1 > 
some indirect i> xtronage, so th it the je t w as admitted a 
good one on oil sides In 1 n^l lud it in> pensd n in 
some parts of Scotlxnd at the present day, it miglil n t 
have iiassed oft so well 

NorcH, p 4^0— ■\NnLM FlosiirAurv. 

It wxs once the univcrsd east m t j jdate ale, wiut, or 
s ime strong liquor, in the < hambei i f in lu noured guest, 
to assuage riis thirst ‘hmld he ftel uiy en awikcningm 
the night, which, considcxing that the liosjiitalit) of that 
pen id often icaehed excess, wis by n ) means unlikely 
Iht Author h is met s< me instanim* of it m f rmer divs 
and m old fashioned families It was, pciliips, no poetic 
fti tun that records how 

Mv rumnieT md I 1 iv wn 1 1 Icxp 

With two 1 lilt bloiij s xt c ur I cd fti t 
i And i)p when wt wik nt wc dnuk them dry, 
f What think ye u my euiiiiiier uid IT 

It Ij a cunent stoiv m rtviotdale, th it, iii the h luse of 
an uicicnt family of distinction, much xddiited t) the 
Breshytcrian cause, i Lihle w is alw lys pin iiit i the sleep 
ing apartment of the gut sts, along with i liottic of stiong 
ale On spn e oet esi in theie w is a mectii g of t Itrgj men 
in the vicinity of the eistlc, all of whom weie luxitid to 
dinner by the woitliybiiruiiet and scvci il ibodc ill iiiL,ht 
According to the f ishion of the tunes, e\ eii of the i eveiend 
guests were xllotted to me 1 ban uk r < ni, whi h was 
used on such occxsions of extended liosnit ihty Ihe butler 
took care that the dixines were presented, aec irding to 
custom, each with a Bible and a bottle of ale But, aftci 
a little consult ition among themselves, they are said t> 
haxe reralled the domestic . s he w is li aving the ap utment 
*My friend,' said one of the xenerible guests, ‘you must 
know, when wc meet togethei, a biethren, the youngest j 
minister reads aloud x portion of Sciipture to the lest , — 
only one Bible, thetefore, is necessxry, tike away the 
Other sjx, and in their place bung six nioit bottles of ah 

Ihis synod would have suited the ‘hernutsage’ of 
Johnson, who answered a pujnl who inqtiiicd fui the teal 
road to happiness, with the celebr itcd line, 

*Coine, my lad, and drink some beer I* 


Note I, p. 425 .— Appeal to Parliament 

The power of appeal from the Court of Session, the 
aupremo judges of Scotland, to the Scottish Parliament, in 
cases of civil right, was fiercely debated before the Union 
It was a privilege highly desirable for the subject, as the 
examination and occasional reversal of their sentences in 
ParlMtnent might serve as a check upon the judges, xvhicb 


they greatly required at a time when they were much more 
distinguished iii legal knowledge than fox upiightne&s 
and nile,.iity 

Iht members of the Faculty of Advocates (so the 
S< jitish banisters aic termed), in the year 1674, iiieunul 
tile xi lent dispU isuie of tin Couit of bission, on auuuiit 
( f llieu nfu li to leiiounce tlu rq. ht of appo«il to Piilia- 
null, and byiveiy u Inti xiy jui, ei dine, tlie majority of 
the miiiilnr wen 1 uiislud fiom J dinbuigh, and con** 
sequently dejn i\ < de ( tlu i> pi fe s i ni il pi at tiee for several 
sessuiis <1 tiiin 1 nt I > tlu 1 tie It s of the Union, all 
qpt il I ) the 1 iitt h H i e f 1 I h is bit 11 secured to 
the St ttjsh ul 1 et nil il 1 11 ht li is, n dtnbt, hid 
It iitlueiue n f nmiie, tli t mii iiiiil and inih pendent 
tlixr ictti, whith, inntli 1 iiti ii> ( 1 th pi uliii tf their 
ptuletts IS, the judt,* ol the Ceiirl li Sc^mou ha\e 
iiu e di ] 1 ly I d 

It i!» e i y t 1 tone ivi th it ui ul I 1 lw\ci, hi t tlu 1 oid 
Keeper in the text honld let I il 11 m il the )iuli,nu nts cii 
in his fivoui, 11]) ni gi unis f in t p« n il Ixw, being 
hr lur ht to appe il lit) Iti luw in I In u led pi letdiut in a 
ourt emincrnly impxrlial, an I le iiliiily moved by con* 
*idtrati nsrftqtiily 

In e itliei < diti in of thu wu 1 , this leg \1 distinction was 
not sufliciently cxpl iiicd 


Noil J, p 4]t- t»L Poai Man 01 Muiios. 

Ilu bliU Inne f i h uid i cf mult n is c died ill 
St tlind ‘ i J ) 1 111 in, I m s me jut f I n, I ind it is 
t m< I i p n 1 night t f WintKti , 111 < ntii i i( must 
bi ) It nil cl t) the 1 a in I Sn I in it is ml, tint in 
th II t ut in Id Se tli h )ect, who t i nditi n (none 
tf the m t ptnti ) wite in like d 1 y x sti 111,^1 andfurre- 
1 > kingt xag).ci ill ntfthc llirUlindc iintc nxnri ,( hint ed 
till indi posed while ht w i in I ndon xtttiulnig Pirlia* 
ment Jhenii in cf (ht h til when It higtd inxious 
t) s)i »w itttnli n t> his I) I It j-ut t w uftcl tn liitn to 
ciiiiniei xlc the 1 1 nti nts i f his well 1 d ed 1 iidii, to as to 
endeiv urtihiKi nnethnu wli hmijit nit hi ippctitc* 
1 think lindltid, sad lii<> I id hi]>, 11 in; np fu m hib 
< >uc h mil t! J jiwing biek thr t at m } I ltd with whuh ho 
hid net tied his 'i^d fei <1 us \i i i *I think I 

tiuld e It 1 ni T < 1 t f x / f nixu flu liiitlbitl fltd m 
teir 11, h ivJti/ n 1 d ul t th it his f lu st w is 1 r innilul, who 
might b( in the h d it c I t tun i hec of a tenant ob light 
f^od, when ht w i> undei re^i iien 


Noir K, p 4(5 kv NM 'ft 1 OOTMl N 

Ilireupon I, Jtdtdixli Clcilbolhini tt ivt Itxxe to 
reni irk, which igmties in tlu Inst ] ' ice, that, 

liixin^ 111 \ im iiiqiiiiid it the iir ul iting libi iiy in 
(jaiidtieleui. li illicit it ih tin Jetb in sinii) 11 \ initns, f r 
this « im\n Muldlet in a d las Af ul \\ ihl * it w it it length 
shawn unto nn am ngst c (lui iiuuul f k lints, eaiefuJly 
ceiiipiled by ( nt J) tish \ wb d ulitle h xth bis lewaicl 
fit m^li t of jirtri a tnin in 1 h i\iag inisii ed s 1 much 
< f mint is w 1 lucis uyf 1 the ] nr] e I tin it in fount! 
th it i ] ] ly ti xn 1 1 IC M ht 1 1 is a f 1 tin in, xvh nn 1 kni,,ht 
is nude t) tnrt iicctuusly witli the eintlul of ‘linen 
storl iiig md thici ent n lie x tl y 

Si fti (which is 1 1 milly in the xern c ular), undei Mr, 
Piltusons fixoiir, >nie nun 1 t dt iilnr so old as he 
w iild ic piesent them d i itni id r tl is spti u s < f menial, 
(1 fciteiunmr In tMthncc cl whi h I, ftiKdiahCkish- 
bithain th nigli mine CM yetd inr ] oil seixic r, rrmcm* 
Ik. 1 me t > hxxt seen cm of this till 1 1 tiled in wjute, and 
It iriny x st ift, wh 1 1 in d uly bef le tin st ige coach ofithe 
umqnhile ] ihii, h ul of Hope Ion fithci of tins tarl, 
Charles, tbit now is unto whom 1 may he justly s.ud, 
thit Rfiuwn plijctli tin part of a xuiining footman or 
Xietui^or and the pjet singe th 

Mars rtaiulinp by assert In quirrel. 

And Fame flicb tfter with a Jiurel 

J C 

Note L, p 454— TRUMtniL hlAEiNr at 
Shi Nil FMuiL 

[The battle of Sherifimuit, which took place in Novetabttf 
1715, was claimed os a victory by both bides Thi$ 2 av% 

Seiett CoUtrhM 0 f Old /Vaw sol v pp to 7 -* 40 fft 
iilay by Thurnas Middlcmn lir&t tiublidicd lU itMk 
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rile to ^ clever popuHi soiv, pnnUil »t aii a 

broad<iidC| under the ntlt d ‘ / h ace at iilut ffmuif^ 

fairly run on the -v*/ uuU? 17*51 

UOBSfcMAN b Si Of 1 

Ihff ‘ .('III «v dut nc w M >ni siy ihit tjity vvaii 
S^di siv tliil 11 will il i nnn 
lilt M Ihii 1 in ur ill it t S/I t mu\» 

A. 1 itfl tliLft wluch 1 iw »lll 

Itii t t ttt, an / f A y i i>t tti t (ht y t tn an i tt f in 
j?i i tve tan, anithy tan an, tn in 

In these sitirh il \e rst sTrumptici M iiint is 1 itr nh i ul, 
.111(1 III proof of Sir \\ ill< i s .1 I III u j i 1 1 tin. n 11 m the 
filiowint; note in ly be i Id d, .is 1 imt tditoi cf this 
il ill id h lie allircd it t j IM n h m 
In the Pnunt S/r/., cf imat J 1 tin n I o id >n 1710, 
liamis Mamie is sieond n tht list (f <j (li Amu s 
'i 1 umpeters foi Sc thnd while in tlu v liinie I 1 171 1 liis 
n i lie oci urs imonji tin olhteiscftlK Kim househ Id, 
as ‘ I r.uie a Mamie, Sen, aid there 1 j .eldel liflh 


trumi>c(er, 'Jrards Marine, Jun 'Iheio household 
ti umpeters were employed, as tlu> are to tins day 111 the 
Ly^n OfTiee, for announcing loyal ptuclamatious, and 
.itteudinff the Circuit Com ts of J ustii lai y Anothet son or 
triad on, mmed J iius Ma me, tontiimes to appear a* 
liumpeler down to 17 ? s 

Jilt Welds iiltricd t , in th onjmal billad of Shcrift- 
inuii, .ire .u f illow - 

And Iruiipit Af iriiic t/ > uhosp I r( tks wero rot tit in, through 
Mislcrluiit lit liippin I to li, ini 
Ity limy I is iiclK, lu trumpet di 1 I t. ik, 

C iiiit ( r \ itliuut inusick ir i in iii 
tnd It t tn, ind tJny tan Ltt 

TSi > d< iibt tlu.rt w IS i |ohn M u.lt in, triiinpetci, sent on 
i itu i ft ni tlu 1(1 c Is to the 1> d c of Ati^yle before 
thi bittle, bit the niidiiii iinprov( rs have spoilt cl the 
Vi 1 st » intli IS t > iliynu and u i ii icy ; while they have 
overlooked the d(' (iipiion jl the trumpeters dres>, wliieh 
\ ould cside itly i idieat 1 1 ^ nut bci a ili^hlanJer J 



bislll oi b oicii will i\ 



GLOSSARY TO THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. 


A all. 

Abet, alone 
A-hlee^, in a bh/o 
A body, OIK i jx^ on 
Ahoon, (ibnnt, ibo\( , up 
Ado, to do 

Ad’^wdilh tudam anti 
guam darn urn to set 
up an incicnt liou^c 
agiin, 

Aty one 
Ad oft 
A/oi < before 
Amne, a*, un^-t 
Ahiniy behind 
All, objection to, come 
m the \\a> , sickt-n 
Am own 

to direct i point 
Ait&y oatb 

tiler, old broken indc d 
horse 

AUenaily, solely 
if 

Arii^e, once 

Andnio Ferutia Hi h 
lind broidsword 
A If one 
Aieatfb, benenth 
Ment, about, uncern 
Ing. • 

Afither, anothci 
Anikei y cask, keg 
Annual, quit rent 
Aroinf, avaunt 
A^^ ash 

A thegithci , all logt tlx i 
Aticpos, OIK of tin I Ull 
Sisters. 

Auldy old 

AuldHetkie Idinbur,,h 
Ava, at al’. 

Aiaiit counei, fou 
runnel, 
owe 

Atofu , awful 
Aye^ al\va>b. 


JkbcL-uy, the sirloin 

Scotch aldeiinan 
J5a»jn, child. 

both. 

Bane, lyine. 

Bannocl^y scone 
Bawbee, a halfpcnn> 
Bedeemany an alms man, 
one that pi ays foi 
another. 

beadle, sexton 

«5 


Btflumvi, befor)! 

Ikndtdy uxkcd 
iknJo, wooden <uj) oi 
dish 

Ituli, Wl t 

Jtufffom t lint n cip, coif 
liinnuy be n )t 
Jill kit, i lively httU 
fellow the gime of 
b( g^ar inv ni Ji hboui 
Bi ! li n y, di inking in com 
piny 

lilt and the hufftt, siistt n 
incL with hud iisiot 
Bit( and soup, me it u d 
drink 

JUacJ the crook i ( 
the th im used foi sii 
pending a jiot in old 
fire pi ict s 

hlu ktiisid, bhek vis 
ai,( 1 

hi III Iilow 
Bhi c, bliA 
Jlbnkyhixin n\ 
hliihi thtt rful, Inppv 
H( gle, bogie, ghost 
Donnie puttv, hi id 
some 

Doskt/y bushy 
Dottleholdi i , suppi rtc i 

Duuky body , t u e isc 
Bovine u\i let, dill 
Bourotky X mound Ini 
*ow heipolcm'i l\ 
imlogv i misti ililt 
hut 

Itiadi hound 
B oCy hill 

Jhaiuhry bioil grill 
Jiiaitiif disphv tinii) 
li) no bra\ hue 
Jiiau^ i hunch duico, 
(.otillon 

Bienty sti light and 
smooth 

B)(u IS, the scum caused 
b^ boilin„ 

Ihif budge 
BioUie iroi*-ling pit 
Bund, liound 
BusJ , to deck up. 


Ca call ^ 

Cabbage, cut off behind 
the horns 
Cadgy ghceiful 
OniMvng, cackling 
Calilank, a youn^ lad. 


Cunna, cinnot 
iantif, caitfiil shrewd 
useful (in the lu itivc) 
jxculi ir, jiossLSM d 
( ant, to sin., in sj c il iii 
( antulnt lat iiv, he mi\ 
sing lx fore tint m s w ho 
has < mixy pockt is 
( tucks vigaiics 
( anty, i hi t rful 
tapot, to win all Ihi 
tucks foi ni oft \tlun i 
tion 

( at! iiad , bu il ^nll 
iaitali snnl) i ikt 
i 0)1 , \ fellow 

< iibne, ijidi 
i /«/ o kind of 
iaupit in tJu mammy 

< uiglil in i c imin il 
ut 

< an! and k it forluni 

telling b> elnlk mill s 
I ( a aid l( nn/iust told 1 
I ni} f lie c 1 It t 
. iidani aimu toja 1 t 
aims £i\( pluc t) 

' 1 1 ac t 

( (tin / filth f 
I Changi o Ug in the old 
coiching days inside 
passengers chingcd 
kgs vMth the consent 
of then oppr site ntuh 
bour 

( hangi hni^e inn. 

( foppin, pint 
f huj pit, stiu k 
ihlttfoa gin ja I , d 
(p ) "hen ifoitu s 
I piiltys and i licly 
iisuns both are vciv 
IK ir sunt ncKrinj 
(hinmi clnnlti 

< hiild i ft How 
VI nths cl tl t s 
(bnnsi Cuihim of 

(livti house Viscount 
Dun I 

( fai /s 1 ik t ill g )‘Jsip 
( lau upyoti) mitftn^ to 
finish >ou giye the 
((Up d( grlic( 

Clean iio) of^piirH Dish 
of hint to m ike a raid 
on one s neighbours 
Vlockinheti asittuighcn 
Cockernony a top knot. 
t og, to empty or pour out 
Compleen, complain. 
ConatUw \niebvt%, a 


tl liin foi retov Cling a 
sum j) udwjthoulbcing 

diK 

f t / e a bun 
f ig p i < apbnn a coun- 
it i ft it tipiun Stc 
1 c uimoin and Ikt 
chi 1 s * kuU i Wife 
Liullnvc i Wife 
( v/ibia i c ukl not 
((u/f p?g<,(ut tin oat. 
( ( ul(((u hunting 1 ink 
( ru 1 Sy toiuci ltion, 
I f isting 
( fimpy I It I nap 
i))(l chun loi eiisppnd- 
ing i pet 111 old luc- 
pl lees 

i )t Sy silvei com mirkt d 
with i CIO s 
( t ilth, dultllc 
< nlbiny i)t)liioon 
( ids (li lampt, pictorial 
timint nt 

(uln)in iiKirnt small 
( UUKli 

( uninm, a gossip or 
inend 

( iiycir, itdl to maim to, 
a wilful man must have 
his w ly 
Cutty shoit. 


Dojfuig, froluking laik- 

I ”>g 

I Haft 1 1 iry 

I Danddly, noted for 
1 1 ml} 

' Dan f diovc, knocked. 
Thaddnd stretching- 
boud foi a ck itl boily 
Ddituvi fimdi, a leal 
burden affecting the 
ft e 

Decode, decoiate 
Dnxil did d(\il 
Ikm^l^ tncoimter 
Dei n sal (r, light field- 
t lecc 

Diiiiy dainty 
Didna, did not. 

Jhgito mondiarty to be 
Txnntcd at with the 
nngt r 

Ding doim, knock aowii« 
Dink, trim 
Dinna do not. 

Dxrgie, funeral compahjr 
or entcrktinment. 

A 






MsMHe upon , dispose of. 

An imiictmcnt 
Jt^oUea^ dotard 
Donnnrf stupid 
Poo, a do\ ( 

J)ou<euf yt ituiiv 
JJout, *tulil)oni 
J)?rip, di jp 

Dra/) di bt ) h/ fine wool 
Jet) clotli < oit 
Pti iqh di) sU)w 
JhMt, dioj) 

Droutfhf, thiist, dryness 
Prouthy, diy 
DruiLen drimkin 
Punp, done 
JJunq, knocked 
Jhimh to nudfre 
Ihoinmg dv,c!i uij piu 
ing. 


JEatihr, ad^e 
JShh, sh illow 
/?< /«trtiAsewic«/, explan i 
tion 

Jkn, eyes 
Knewh, enough 
JJ certera, lu 1 others 
Ih te<r hvsti ru s 
AjpHc e\p(dii( 

Jji/i <9, li iw k broil dU uj) 
front the iir t 


ru\ fall 
I (it tin ^ttwnrd 
J ml ic, t-> ful 
J ash, li oubli 
rat, whit 
Fausi t ilsi 
jTeckliss ft ble, illy 
J\ii entiH 

Fell teiiiblc also a hide, 
skin. 

Feuxr, Sc itch 1 isc 
holder, See nott, p 
412 

Fulus Aihatco, fiithful 
companion 
Fit the fool 
J lam flumni \y 
riatikmd, sidi of lower 
pirt of abdomen 
Flee fl> 

riightenmj, ti insii nt 
ciiKi whun 
Flyk, X ) s< old 
F09 mo s 
Forbears fortfalui 
Forhy, Im side 
Fon,, Tothe, totlu fiom, 
m evid( net 

Foftetpeal, bcwiuh pu 
sAge evil 

Forsfntther rome to 
J ^gfther, beconw in urn 

bushel 
the devil. 


jrotrsis 


Fog, an entertammenit 
or gaudeamub 
Fme, from 
Fitit an omen. 

Ftenul strange. 
la lull 


(•abalan u mendicant 
One ro 

0 it si Hi f, froshn ’ 

(tiiit, w i\ 

(htll(iua)f horse of the 
tob 01 del 
i! tru gone 
intn / g 1 
Uiti m iki obh *(. 

(ffitc dll ition pUte 
inmiya txciLiiiin 
Ort«n going 
0<(M7i h Ihia t snitch 
fraws/e, plump jolU 
i^mr, iJio[)( rl\ 
ktnnnl h il v a*" i 
biTul from lii\m 
Ixcnlfptlo 1 MigdM 
Oem fins i gold nobl 
(_6s 8d ), time ct 
Jhmy VIIl 
(rkant gliost 
in a, give 
it mi, gudi 
' (hf if 

j fiMi (I !*ussami n* sei 
‘ I )(m Qui\ )t( ( i) i]) 

MU Bk II 2 
(jind, a hoop 
(tun gun 

Ola^en, fuiiiislicd with 

t 

I (Hedrfin / looking a‘-k 
I aiu 

(difi spaik fl ime 
(drnnq squinting 

I t»k)it, whi k 

(wloVii , to ff'XlL 
(moI), mouth 
Uoud, g( Id 
{• mk, i fool cutko^ 
Uoma i (nsfn a / 

I agimst JiiiKs VI ol 
Scotland m 1600 
(wraith furnitii e 
frirticf/ti/zo//s,impoil int 

(riei, lgK( 

(neft, wap 

(f? n/7itm loarse textile 
f ibiic 

(riund giound. 
ftudi, good 

Gitdt guiih U9 f 1 01 d 
])its( i\c us » 

(fudf man, hi id cf the 
louse, IS applied to 
tilt luKbind 
1 (•!( hstii, grindfathcr 
Ualuifi,\\\U as ht id 
I olhfihnic lindUdi 
I (Inst inq then qahs,'^\i: Ah 

I m^ lluii ])il lUs. 


Ha . h ill 
Uap, ha« hi\e 
Baggut a favourite 


Sdotch rtimqed-tnbal 
pudding. 

Ila^e, haul, whole 
Hale and fexr, whole 
and entire. 

Halt foa Iialf bushel. 
Haim, lioini' 

Hanu to h nn i If, restoi ed 
t I lus icasou 
llnsnu ] as not 
//uf/a/ iirf, bowl of om 
01 ( ludh (1 ( u mi 
Uuvd hold 

Headrmu I obsi r\ Uion, 
through ufjuaint incL 
Ihather nno, twig of 
he ith 

Hu y, 1 hoist swng up 
H qh, whew ' 
flfH #, di \il nn> tiic 
Jit ? //q thigh, I un 
Hi us( u ifeskt p, Iiousc 
wiferv 

Hint, tut, hout ava * 
I go IW IV ' 

1 lliu 1 ml low 
JlumloU , lumloek 


111 , the sinie name 
Ilka < uli, t\tr\ 
lUa land its am I tuch 
(\ci> pi let Its own 
1 lu tom 

III il flit din itched 
III difily /rtt, misclutv 
I ous urchin 
Indv Her, i rcsidi nt 
In faro nntenhosn m 
the discussions of tl ( 
T )w ( ourts 
In fan in onion 
Immuw' amni<t 
in emmv, thi be st < f 
fill nd 

I lnlil bie-ich loss 
liihr Till non ^ bitwan 
num.>rs 

In fnrorem \ diternug 
, w irninr 
/se, I sin II I shodd 
I IfhP4, other 


Jitiohu , grid com* <„os 
hist i3:>utd l)v ) mil » I 
of 1 n^hnd 
Ji si, J( St 

Jis k ithi rn strip fixed 
to X h iwk s leg 
Joi switthtiit darling 
Johnny JVneowte, new 
conn r upst irl. 

Jaw toll 

Jiidqmenl •icat of Pn ^Ur 
John See PreMci 
John 


Kail, broth* 

Kaxlyard, cabbage gar 
den. 


iTdtn, va:^ klncl 
Kebbuck, AheeaA. 

Keekit, peeped 
Ki^ her meep, keep on 
hei course qr refold* 
tion. 

K n, know 
htnnu, don t know 
A eu spi oUt , odd, peculiar, 
Ainirmr, a gossip, a 

flit id 

Kippife, confusion 
hipper dried salmon 
Kist, L hist coflin 
hiitU, to tickle, ticklish 
Kmnor, s.noll 


J iiid squirt 
Jammey, unbti 
L {mphilmyn oit Ion 
dim tilt man at whose 
Jiouse out dines 
La mill Hid m thceoun- 
tt\ lurd 

LaiiUHih witch o\cr a 
I ill id body 
/ auth, law 
La/io, lull 

Laumq bill, reckoning 
T at f foklmg door 
y ddy lid\ 
iip lie 

lif i hangi a, bee 
f lian fe % 

J irht wbip])cd 
y i/t sky to t iirv oft 
/ inki^ sindv flit ground 
on sea i oast dunc« 
Inpprn to trust 
\Iypfini'mj uord, occa- 
sirnil thoughtless 
word 

1 ih and hmh, joint 
ii d limb 
I OikU, locki d 
Li m iLoman, single iioor 
worn in 
1 otm, fellow 
loot, allowed 
lonpin leaped 
Joxih, flame 

Lurhi, elderly woman, 
kftptr of an alehouse. 
Lu f, the ini 
Ijiiitur cum persona, efe. 
Sec note, j) 389, 

Lum ihimne) 

L nn mmppihc pas 
lautie, one does not 
pn \ ent the other 
I un y If % loins 
Lurd am, blockleadj 

li/x. 


Maxi, lay, tent. 
Mailing, a small £arm. 
Main, a hend, at cUte, 
ITai? ,max$U more, most, 
Maitre swOftl^ 

man, 

Mak, make^ 


ci^os&AJty TO THM Bmt>& pF lAWii^ooR m 


' ■ r *' *"* '*" 

MaMet |>^r$onage» 
Mmn, wst. 

Jjiavif malt 
Mta^poke meal bag. 
Mear^ marc. 

Melt&i, ahemng full of 
milt. 

Mina ff ft houstkcepiiig 
Merkf Scotch com = 
IS ly 

Merse, Berwickshire 
Messan a cur 
Mtrk dark. 

Mischiefs to work mis 
chief on 


DUu ! il }/ en o 
deux^ (lood h« ivcns 
there arc two of tlu m 
Montei 0 hunt' mins 
cqp provided v\ith 
flaps. 

Many many 

Morris mo)ni 7 u/y t) 
morrow moinin^ 
Mortbku f ’& dcith * 
Mowntatn-^man l( im 
ronian, strict! st sttt 
of ( ovenantcis 
MifcUCi much 
MuUf snulThorn 
MuUipUpoindinq ictu ii 
on double distu s 
bill of interpk iclin 
Murgans^ winjcm 
mouths grim ICC s 
My certic ' fiitn ’ 


Sae naehody naHh vg 
no nobodv nothim, 
Xapery, tabic linen 
Kar^ never 

Naiheless^ ncvcriheU s 
jV> rr do weclf ^worthless 
do nothing 
Keiift next 

Seque dm^ m ]vr cf 
(p 422) No Scotcliin m 
of merit be In iich 
brave or even wise 
will be able to reiniin 
long in hi!» countiv 
Lnvy will drive him 
out 

nook. 

Soy not 

Nonchalance, indilfcr 
ence 

Nook, comer quarter 
Nould I, would I not 
Nmtrueship, office of 
nurse 

N’owL black cattle 
Nunmes, deer s entrails 
and testicles 
Niipta, Domvm ducta, 
wU, SefulU wedded 
taken home, died 
biintd. 


0 ^,of 

apology. 


any* 




Ou, oh 

Outbi/ fiomhome 
Ovncroui! ovcrpowci 
Oicer over 
(hi (7 look, to Ignore 
0 ctcT -irnipit 


i nd 1)1 (1^( Uso a I 
Icrleurttin I 

Paroihuu pirish I 

Pane 7ir( iniidto rfi 
(p /)o) 1 hou lit ibout 
10 go but ilont irit ) 
till busy citv niv liltl 
book 1 giudge lliee 
aot tliv lot 

Pas ditunuc leal pic 
ceden I I 

]*at put ' 

!* it) ui y otc fas, pUern il 
ui thoi It V 
Pfailuiif^ lice 
Peat turf 
Pi ( } p )ar 
jh pint 

Pen tant }l ty pen c in 
do nothin, 

Pn ona iftainaiis, chi 
net! is of the di ini i 
Pausa! survey c\i 

nun ition 

Pitti P Util thill 

hf itbu id c 1 es 
In in li i)lu w 
P //< snnil (iiiintilv 
Ilf} an i sjx c Cj e f 
guil 

Inf stMK w ire vessel 
Ihnf pill), jiunisl 
I inne thf> of held 
(hess 

Pinntpi inVes tlu 
St cl s 

Pins tu ling pegs 
Pint sU up pmtim i me 
Pi pie itjiiie, and 
lapotyX misused in the 
g ini ot pupict 
Pun reel 
PiU put 

Pi «, ttrni of niilel ('‘f 
cr ition 
Plactbo sop 
J^Uiik snnllcopiier com 
PUntshinif, houschoH 
fiiinituic 
Plibl le i prank 
Ploy i merry niakinr 
Potk piuiding, glutton 
term of rcproich 
Poind, di Ir im 
Point dappui bisc of 
iction 

Point d / spagne sort 
of 1 rcnc li luce sicc me d 
in Spam m the lylh 
century 

Point quint, and qua 
torze, terms m the 
gam( of piquet 
Pole bag 

Pouthered, corned, 
slightly salted 
Pram God, the object 
ot praise^ 


Peceeehf, precise, paf- 
ticul ir 

Piister J 0 h 7 i Icfendary 
King of Abv smia 
Putty nian brivc 
pluc kv m in 

I upini gift to pn 
sent 

P Um piotcetcd pat 
roni/ (1 
Pn ])ull 
Pint l)OCl 

Piind St os, IS 8 1 
te rhng 
Pyle pick 


(ptai //r, vv o icle n di inking 
1 ‘UP 

' (ptaiU ) length, epi irte 1 
of i } 11 (1 

(puan sprightly voung 
worn in ifliit 
(pu eiucth 
ipiotha forsooth 


' Hade 1 de 
I hue 1 )( deer 
\ iKailly i kind ( fcl j ik ot 
]>ehss( 

P it dnt • 

liounh n the sjio n 
bone ot the brisld 
till own by hunt rs t) 
th( liven in euttm., 
up tl l St i 
Itfdd, to cle ir 
Prd niitl, clow might 
in 1 1 

lleet smoke 
Ixcf'ittd, 'moke diicel 
libl < d 

I Ren in q, thieving 
Rtg'i, ridges of a held 
Rin, run 
hound, will pel 
Roup iu( lion cll off 
RuUfts I se oldiiig j idc 
Runlet, i smill barrel 


Sice so 

Want (nonuan^, the 
exiled J iLobiU court 
in 1 r uiec 
Star sore 
Will, shill 
Win / sc iig 

tWiuiband, a Spanish 
el met 

Sark a shirt 
Saul '•oul 


Wiultfd, silted 
tWiunt sunt. 

Ml//, sa’t 

Saateen pund Stots, 
about 26s sterling. 
iWart, scratch. 

Rcavd, 'cald, 

Silate, sidte. 

Rcraxigh, screech 
Scf&igh, shriek. 
Sommer, to loathe. 


iL^f becomes 
Sewn tXe^per^, martyrs 
of Ephesus who, ac- 
cording to the legend 
slept in n ca\e from the 
reign of the 1 mperor 
Oecius to that of 
Ihrodosius II , a 
period of ig6 years 
Wnn ntse wash is, 
even sages who 
fl mushed in GieeOe 
ibout the 7ih century - 

(itt ) 

Wy tiack sev, sirloin 
^haittfhir, wear down^ 
shuffle 

S/1171S to pme (punish), 
e q the torture of the 
bool 

Shot fnc 

Shi ufihia, ’'houlel net 
Si SK can such 
Sd/n, silver mon«.v 
tSin since 

Snit/Ie^, the tots of a 
li iw k 

Sa loshna, Sii Joshua 
Ktvnelds the kmioiis 
poitnit piintei 
Su Mil 11 firm of ad- 
diLSs to women 
Skill Stic im 
'^liddtiy lippei) 
tSUhn slikc 
Snap i gingnbicicl 
biscuit 

Sytkthaiin q cunning, 
Sntrshin 'imft 
Sathfa^t tiue, hom't 
Sfiiaalnt devil a bit 
St rt, sujiplv suit also to 
j give I firulbinr 
Soup, sup ilso a 'mall 
qiiantitv 
Wtvple i switch 
S(j?ese,togiv< i drubbing 
Soiicns, a thick oatmeal 
gruel 

Spae, foie tell 
Speet isk 

Spulc bane, shoulder 
I lade 

Spun! , spark, match 
SjiUTs, Ih&h of clean, 
hint when the larder 
w IS bire to make a 
r^id on the ncighbour^i 

Cdttll 

Shad, instead. 

Shading farmyard. 

Steer, to disturb. 

Siichi imperfect, broken 
down 

Stov}), liquid measure 
Stouihiief, robbery with 
violence. 

Sbac, straw, 

StraugM, stretch, make 
straight. 

Sireik, stretch 
Streikxt, laid out 
Strength, fortified house. 
Stvde, stood* 
iSWi jovefiigido, undeif 
the open sky. 

( SriXmh, outlying. ^ 


'4^ 

n J.'y 

WKBSBmmmSBKM 



1 Thouffhti somewhat. 

Voitk to ba 

Vemni tamffS(%^ a wiird 
v> enbugn for \ho wife 

Whiifei, W ^ 

J ounce* 

S ai^!^xlitu<itrd 

Thtywlm, inactive 

WAiili vihich. 

Thian^ twist 

1 Huoujh 9m9ie,flatgia\e 

Whijn toham* paltry, 
Whiri hush, fur/e* 

Yet smiles the court of 

Sii/ti/m iVLiq^ifi f 

tom 

1 Olds XIV oflnncc 

Wki f swoidi h^ingcr 

give to f T-ch hi Mn 

Thumb, hf ixik of, off 

T la facii bj ict 

TI hi/t\((tne,tr$.p 0 rgreen~ 

SlJaanI stiiJc fjrubly 

hand 

I nquinh old soit of 

Slone 

Smvhnq nclnt i^iU 

Thinuie} thundci 

1 1 ino 

IT h k hja<ts, a meat 

Su tp swop ilsotostnki. 

Tdl to 

T IS e inspertiin 

pueldmg 

soundI> 

Im nn, timbci 

] iins, \Ktu ils 

Yhdilmg turning, re- 

Stdief inovint'iiii hollow 

hppdu twopen e 
/ ) net tp d, diwry 


\ohmg ^ 

Syho, young onion 


11 how, cicelamation 6f 

*Syn(?, rinse* 

1 id fox 


suipi so 

' jSyne, since 

Tiny a IIuni,uiin 


11/ with 

cl u( t wine 

Wn I w onl 1 

11 ill ti iJnpax, mmin to 


7 I( ) th gaol 

11 / In / we ill 1 not 

( upit) A wilful ni in 


/ nqui> 1 ih^ tn wy 

n at t, 1 U di,e in 1 1 

must hive his wn) 

0^ 

the Ic iding ni in, the 

Ik 

Tl /?/ m iko way get 

Tarl Im f p:) so sion 

boss 

}\adsrttn usiner 

11 tnnn w 11 not 

Tev, ihc >ne 

Ti lai e ne s qaif to go 

\\(*( woe wofi 1 

W ifhit rillows halter 

Ttten^ 1 ike n 

one s w n \ i\ 

li tlth, we ilth 
^\(tm belly 

Within a qmitn i 

Taidy no'll 

7 th''!’)* to the fi cut 

1 t jfh within leiuirlM 

Tait buiuh 

in (M knee 

He//) isnnit'tiolc 

ff i yud 

Tak, t-iki 

1 it tl pel 

^\ale to spent 

lie 71 xvto made wiy 

Tantfuvij the i t i 

1 1 ill L nim f 

11 atl , well 

into 

vagary 

cinls 111 wp 1 1 \ thu 

Wmhcl wikh 

11 0 fill the gallows 

TaptH cupet 

HI ns 

II s/ wo ♦ 

U / know 

Tap of (oh l)un h of t iw 

Ti di )i 1 r, n 1 ny 

11 ff9w 1 w IS n t 

11 ? nth 1 Inntoni ^lid to 

on the dibt iff M in i 

kiii*,ht finious m th 

If adinnd w si i ? i i \ 

appcir b( frre death 

logy, i hot Jk 1 1 iper 

ch ISC 

II it wet 

IT /nq wioiig 

son as ipt to like fi c 

Ti th, sure 

(ta )i i} i 1 1 '■ 

IT ? 1 in ul 

as tow * 

Till tiiist btlicvc 

hint ( 1 1 >1 w t 1 > I IS 

Will will 

Tosh gliss 

7 1 1 iin 

U f e; w It 

II i ff t 7tf7?9 woes nit, 

Tmrulor^ bull 

Tn i, tw 0 

lle/w infint 

well a clv\ 

Teind, luht 

Twil twebc 

11 <e halt 

II yfi 1 C ponsibility 

TinOHy, stiim,> simwv 

In lit quilted 1 e 1 e )\ i 

11 ee/ \<il 


iTVafa;?, b*cl icvtrs 

Tynr br inch jf the st i^ s 

Wild 1 1 11 1 of fticr 

c 

Tiieatiiif piivatc con 

antlers 

II e/ n f were not 


vtrsation 

TeHffkf tou^h 


II /a who 

TI hampli i blow 

y< sheen yestci night. 

Ihe d((,y to cl u 


Whmir, where 

} ill ale 

ThuL^i stout tw Ikd 


Wheen i few 

J ondet there. 

cotton cktl oi \cl 

In*' uncommon 

Wh igmaleei ? r 9, f inc> 

J owl yell 

vetcen 

1 ntU, U 

toys 
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N(n%t fiiied iJit hatter^ now the earft 

And oftin i I h% r lui %enn i tth io dtpatt 

II lOR 


Tnx AvJthor of the Wtnul v J^oi h had 
Kidherto proceeded ui an wiabaUd tovri^e of pi pu 
tarUy^ and mighty in his pfruha? dt<ft7uf of 
literaiwrey have been Urmed L Enfant Gito of 
meem. It was platUy however^ ihai freqveint 
^^hcaivm viust finally loear out the public 
foAxnir^ unless !»omt mode could be devised to q tie 
an appearame of noulty to subsegianf jrodui 
tvms Siottifh mannciSf Scottish diahit, and 
SMt^h characters of nofi, being those uUh uhich 
Author vas most vntmatchi and familunly 
aequaiTUedf wete the grounduorJ upon whnih he 
had hdh&ito relied foi giving tffect to his narrat 
ivCf It was, however, obmous that this kind of 
V/deieU mud in the end occasion a degree oj samr 
ness and repetition, if erclusnely resorted to, and 
'^hod reader uas hi el y at length to adojif tin 
language of Edum in Paniell s Tale — 

— * Re erse the spell ^ he eri t, 

*Anl lit it fairly n n supiu 
rhe lamlol has been shonn 

Hdlhvng can he more danger ousfoi the fame of 
a pttfessor of the fine arts than to permit ( if he 
fOtsn pm^ly ptcvmt it) the Oiaracta of a manner 
U to U attached to him or that he should he 
supposed capable gf suet^ss only in a particulai 
am hiniied style 7 he pubhi an, in general, 

asry toady to adopt the opinion, that he uho has 

« ^d0assd vi one peculiar mode of t ornpobition, 

Hf iymdins of that very talent, rmden d incapable 
upon other subjects 77ie effcot of 
on the part of the puhke, io 
^ ^ their pleasures, whan they 

t jo thm means of amusmg, may 


he sicri III the censures usually passed by vulgar 
crituism upon actors or artists uho venture to 
changi thi character of their fffmts, tlwJl, %n so 
doing, thfij may enlargf the scale of tkevr art, 
Tlure IS some justite in this opimon, a>s there 
always is in such as attain general evrren/ffy. It 
may often happen on the stage, that an actor, hy 
possessing in a pie f mine nt degree the external 
guahtm necessary to giu tffcct to comedy, may 
be diprivcd of fin right to aspire io tragic exedf^ 
knee and i n painting or Irierani composition, an 
artist or pott may he master exelunvely gf modes 
of thought, and poiiers of erpression, uhrxh eon^ 
fine him to a single course of subjects Butmw^ 
inYii freguently the same iapaeify uhich eomss 
a man to popularity in one department will o&to^ 
for him sut ess in anofht r, arid that must hemdre 
particularly the tase in literary composUion them 
aUlurin acting or paint mg, b( cause the adveuturifp 
in that department 29 not impided in his eseertion^ 
by any peculiar it If of features, or cmforwdfnxtn (p 
person, proper for part irutar parts, or Ity CMy 
peculiar mcekanual habits of using the 
limited to a particular class of sulgects. 

Whether this reasoning be eorr^ or othervne^ 
flu present Author feU that vn eonjming 
to subjects purely Scottish, he was not only iMy 
to weary out the indulgence of 1m readers, hd 
also greatly to limit Im own ponmr of offeirdugy 
them pleasure. In a highly polished mmtryi 
where so much genius is monthly employed 
catering for public amusement, afresh topic, sw0^ 
as he had kmself had the happuness io liyhtt 
lb the mta^ spring of the desert 

Idm bUss ihe%r a$td edit tt lusurpi 


to lil>« to 


V \tk 



fX9i4 Umij (Mh 
f poaxiud the sprmq tfUo 
ne to those who aJt first drank of 
rapture, and he who had the merU of 
\ng it, %fhe would prewrm his reputation 
^ptth the lie, must display his taUnis hy afrcih 
a^Overy of untastcd fountains 

Jf the author, who finds himself limited to a 
partieidar clas^ of mhjed*^, endeaoouri to sustain 
hw reputation hy striving to add a novelty of 
attruetion to themes of the same character u hicfi 
have beenformcily successful under hn managt 
merit, there are manifest reasons why, after a 
certain point , he is likely to fail If the mine he 
not wrought out, the strength and cdpatity of the 
miner become neoesbarilij exhausted If he closely 

imitates the narratives uhich he has before 
rendered successful, he is doomed to ‘ woiuler tlud 
they pUase no more * If he struggles to take a 
different vuw of the same class of subjects, he 
speedily discovers that what is ohmous^ giatcful, 
and natural, has ban crhaustul , and, in nrdtr 
to obtain the indispensable charm of not city, he n 
fenced upon caricature, and, to aioui being fritc, 
must become extravagant 
It IS not, perhaps necessary to enumeiate so 
many reasons uhy the Author of the StotUi 
Kovels, as they were then erclusiicly termed, 
should he desirous to make an erpenmeut on a 
subjeet purely English It was Jus purpose, at 
the same time, to have rendered the experiment as 
compute eis possible, by bringing the intended 
work before the public as the effort of a new 
ymdvdate for their favour, in ordtr that no degree 
yf prejudice, whether favourable or the rcierbc, 
night attach to it, as a new prodiulion of the 
Author of Waverle f , but this intention uas 
%fterwards departed fern, for reasons to be here 
ifter mentioned 

The period of the narrative adopt'^d was the 
reign of llichard I , not only as abounding u ith 
characters whose very names uere sure to attract 
general attention, but as affording a strikinf 
e 0 ntrast betunet the Saions, by uhorn the soil 
was eultivatid, and the Nor maps^ who still rcigne / 
U as conquerors, reluctant to mix imth the 
vanquished, or Oxlnowledgeihernsehes (f the same 
sfeck The idea of this contrast uas talcen from 
Ihe ingenious^and unfortunate Logins tragedy 
Mimnamede, in whuh, aheyid the same period 
7 f history, the Author had seen the Sojl m arul 
Norrnan bar ons opposed to each other on different 
tides of the stagi He does 'lot i ecolhd that thci e 
was any attempt to cont ast the iuo raxes in 
Iheif habits and s(snti>nents, and indeed if uas 
cbvums, that history was violated hy vitrodueiny 
fjllMr JSaxons still csistnig as a high minded and 
^rttal race of nobles 

They did, hou ver suiviie as a people, and 
SdinsiffihxmA,\ent haun families possessed iviaWi 
f^wert althoufh they uere exceptions to the 
eeffidUion of the ract in generah M seemed 

■ that the existence of the two raas 
ntry, the vanquished didinguished 
homely, blunt manmrs, and the 
cd hf their anciait vistUuh ms and 
rs, by Oie high spirit n ilvtary 
adventure, and whatever could 
i as the FUmr of Chivalry, might, 

\ tAfm iiharat^ UUmgm tothe 




pati, ' ’ 

i Scotland, however, had been of laie th 
exclusively as the seme if what is eaUei MBfor* 
ual Romance, thaJl the preliminary Idler ff 
Mt Laurenxe Templeton became m some mear&re 
necessary To this, as to an Introdi^im, the 
leader is referred, as expreysvng the Aym&i^e 
pirpose and opinions in undertainng this ^ectes 
of composition, undtr the necessary reservakum, 
that he IS far from thinking he has attained the 
point at whuh he aimed 

It IS scarcely necessari/ to add that there was 
no idea oi u ish to pass off the supposed Mr, 
Temphton as a real person Rut a kind <f eon* 
tinuation of the Tales oj my Landlord had been 
«/./•/» 2 attempted by a st ranger J and it was sup 
posed this Ded catoty Epistle might pass for some 
imitation of the same kind, and thus, putting 
inquirers upon a fahe scent, induce them to bcheie 
they had before them the uork of some new candi- 
date foi their faxoui 

Aftii a considerable part of the work had been 
finished ami pi inted, the publishers, who pretended 
to discern in it a germ of popularity, lemonstrated 
btrcnuously against its ajpeai mg as an absolutely 
anonymous ptodudion, and c nf ended that it 
should hair tin adiantagc of Icing announced as 
by the Author of Wavnley The xlutkor d%d 
not make any olsfmafe ojgiosition, for he heffan to 
he of opinion u Uh Dr Wheehr, in Miss Jffdgst- 
worths cxcelUnt tale of * Manceifvnng,* (hat 
* Prul upon Ti ick * might be too muxh for ike 
jiatienee of an imlulgint pubJu, and might he 
riasonahly considered as trifling with their 
favoui. 

The bool , therefore, a}ipeaied as an avowed 
continuation of the WaverUy Not els, and it 
would be ungrateful not to acknowledge that it 
met uith the same favourable leception as its 
piedecessors * • 

Such annotations as may be useful to assist 
the leader in compi ehending the characters cf 
ihcJcu, thf lemplar, the captain of the mercen- 
aries, Vi Fice Companions, as they were ealUd, 
and others piojier ti the pciwd, arc added, but 
uitli a spannj hand, since sufficwnt* vfforma 
tion on tluse subjects is to bt found in general 
history 

An incident in the tah, nhich had the good 
foitunefo find faxoui in the eyes cf mtiny reddsTB, 
IS more directly ^orroued from the stores V* oH 
icmaixec I mean the meeting of the Kung with 
Fnar Tiuk at the cell of that bvapm Mrrmt. 
The general tone cf the story belongs to aft raiddS 
and all counhics, uhich emulate eaxh oihqt tn 
(jU scribing the rambles of a disguised sovereign, 
11 ho, going in seaiih <f information or e^uSe* 
ment into the louei lanJs of life, mods Wnih 

* [Speaking of the m-inuscript of this novel, Mlf Loc^f* 
hart s'i>s, that the portion written in the Author^ OWA 
hand * appears not only as well and firmly <ljl 

that of any of the lales of My I andloid, but 
by h iving still fewer ensures and mterlineMtttmutf «3ld 
by being »n a smaller hand The fragment is , 

look at- many pages together without one Iff 

IS, I suppose, superfluous to add, that m no 




divert^ the reader or heofer, fttm 
ik6 hotunsd the monarch's outward ap-^ 

fieariii^ dnd his real character The Eastern 
tah-^ier has for his theme the disguised eapcdi 
tions <f Earovn Alraschid, uUh his faithful 
oUt^sdanJts Mesrour and Uiafar^ through the 
midnight streets of Bagdad, and is othsh tiadi 
tion dwUls upon the s milar ciploUs of Jann^ 
V,t diHinguiihcd dun q such (xcwsioji^ by the 
tramllmg name of the Goodman of Lallcngi iqh, 
as the Oommandti of the raithial, when he 
desvred to be incoqndo, wa^ known by that of 
Jl Boniocani Ihe French min\tteh an net 
Silent on so popular a tin me Tlure must have 
been a Norman original of the Siotiish 'inctrical 
romance of Mavf Golziar^ ^i which Charhmaijne 
ts introduced a^tJhe unknonn que^t of a chauoal 
man * It seemn to haie been the original of othei 
poems of the hind 

In merry England theic is no aid of po}mlar 
ballads mi this theme Jlu of Jdin the 

BeevCf or Steward, mcTvtioned by Bishop Peicy 
in ihe Koliques of English roctiy,+ is said to 
have turned on swoA. an imident, and wchaxe, 
besides, the King and the Taxines of lamuorth, 
the King and the Miller of Manspeld, ana others 
on the same topic But the pcculiai tale oj this 
natuie to which the Axithor of Ivanhoe has 
to acknowledge an obligation is nioie ancient 
by two centmies than any of these last men 
honed 

It was first communioated to the publu in that 
curious record of ancient lUeraiuie, win h has 
been accumulatid by the combined exertions of 
Sir Eqerton Biydies and Mi Zlazlcuood, in the 
pel lodical worl aititled the Jhitisli Bibliogiaj>htr 
From thmee it has bcon it an sfi rred by the Heiei end 
Charles Henry Haitshm nc, M i , editor of a xeiy 
curious volume, entitled ‘Ancunt Mctiual lahs, 
printed chiefly from original sourus, 1S*0' Mr 
Ilarishomc (Q>ies no other authority for tin jweseni 
fragment eccept the article in the hibliopaplur, 
where rt is entitled the Kyng and tho II< rmyt t 
A short absiiact of its lonUnfs uill show its 
similarity to the meeting oj King Itichard and 
Friar Tiuk 

King Eduaid (iie are rut told ninth among 
th monarehs of that name, hut, fiom his temper 
and habits, ue may suppose J in aid IK) sets 
forth with his ciurt to a gallant hunt in j match 
m Sherwood FoicJ, in which, as is not unusual 
for prmces m romaiue, hi fall^ in with a ^ r of 
ecctraordinary size and swiftness, and pur sues it 


* This very curious poem 1 ng \itMderafu»tm^coni<h 
literature, and given up ts irrecoverably lost, w is lately 
brought to light by the researches of l)r Irving of the 
Advocates I ibrory, and has 1 een reprinted by Mr D ivid 
Laipg, l^inburgh [* Ihe laiU of Rauf Ccilrr&r, how 
he hmreit King Charles is the first article in a volume 
contammg Select hematns tf ihe Ancient 1 opular 
Poetry of Scotland, I dinb , 1822 410 This collection, 
which was inscnbed by the editor to Sir Walter Scott, 
baa been republished in one vol , 8vo Edinb , 1685 ] 
t See vqI 11 p 167 [The important publication of the 
celebrat^ Percy Manuscript in its entire and original 
fotm^ as issued by Messrs Hales and Furnival, x868, 
includes Reeve (a bailifi) It is an English poem 
In three ptots, of the fifteenth century ] 

X (the fragment of The Kyng and the Ifermyt, as pre« 
•erw Ui a MS in the Ashmolean Collection at Oxford, 
vaa originally contributed to the British Bthliographsr, 
voL tv« n 8x, in by an eminent scholar, the Rev. 

Hartshome bad no oppor- 


ek9i!f)t UU *wMe tdinue, 

tired out kouotdh nme, tin4 firtds himsej/ 
alone under the gloom qfim ssetshlyivefotest^ upon 
which night is descending, tfnder the apprehen- 
sions natural to a sntuaiion so unoonfortaliU^ ihe 
ktn / ruoUeds that he has heard liow poof fnm, 
when ajipichensiu of a bad night s lodgipg, ffOig 
to Saint JuIm i, lUio, in the Bomish ealendaVi 
stands quaritnnadcr general to all fotlofn ^ 
iraiellci s that rendu him due homage Mroam 
2nits his or ISC ns aicotdingly, and by the guuf^ U 
ana, doubtless, of th good saint, reaches a smalt ^ 
})ath Londiutinq him to a ihajrcl in the Jofe^ 
having a hennit s cell in Us ilose iicinUy fke 
king hears the revircnd man, uith a companion y 
of his solitude, telling his beads withm, and * 
meekly requests of 1 im quarters for the mqJfU i 
^Ihaie no accommodation for siuh a lord as ye 
he, said the hermit *I hie here in the wilder* 
ness upon roots and and may not reieivs 

into mn dutlling even the poorest nretch that 
Incs, unless it uerc to saie his life ' Ihe king 
inquues the uay to the ncot town, and, under 
standing it is by a road uhick he cannot find 
uithout difficulty, cien if he had daylight to 
befriend him, he detlaicd that, uith or uithout 
the hi/mits con Sint, he it as determined to be hi$ 
guest that nijht He iA admitted accordingly^ 
not uithout a hint from the recluse, that were M \ 
himself out of his pne^'tly uetds he would cafe ^ 
little for his i/irtats of using violence, and that 
gives uay to him not out of intimidatiou, 6u<^t 
simply to mold scandal * 

Ihe king is admitted info the cell — two bundles ^ 
of straw are shaleii doum fer his accommodation^ 
and he comforts himself that he is now under 
shelter, and that 

A nifht mil soon le gone ^ 

Other wants, houcitr, arise The guest 
coincs clamorous foi supper, observing, 

Fi> certainly as I yon say, 

[ ne had ncvei so sorty a day 
J hat I ne had a nurry nt^hi 

But this iruhcation of his taHi for good cheer, 
yoincd to the annunciation of his being a follomr 
of the court, who had lost himself at the great 
hunting match, cannot induce the niggard herry,tt 
tojnoduce bettn fate than bread and cheese, 
uhieh his guest shoiocd little appetite, and 
think, ulnch was iicn less acceptable At Icng^ J 
ihe ling presses his host on a point to which 
had more than once alluded without obtaining d ^ ^ 
satisf actor y r eply j. j 

J hen sai I the king, ‘ By Codys grace, ^ 

J hou utft in a merry place, 

lo shoot should thou lere, t 

If fan the fm tsters go to rest, i 

Sometyme thou might have qf the hesi. 

All of the wild deer, ^ 

/ wold hold it for no scathe. 

Though thou hadst bow and arrows haith, 
Althoff thou best a Prere ^ 

Tlw hermii, in return, expresses his appr^ma 
Sion that his guest means to drag him vnto 
confessicn of offewce against the forest laws,whiek$ 
being betrayed to the king, might cost him m 
Edward answers by fresh aaswranees <f seemyL 
and again wtges cn him the neeesstty^prmrfil^ 
hsrwa repfies bygifipm' 
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%n paJfBinjji, ofmm that ha thvnks a charaet&r of 
a highly wrtuoua md lojiy ^amp deqfoM 
raJthof exalted by an aUempt to rexomd oirtm 
wUh temporal wosperUy, Such is not (ht ntom 
pense which Frcmdsnce has deemed tvmfhy of 
mffermg foent^ and it /s a danq^rous avd fatal 
doetnne to teach yonnq ji7r?soHs, the in ^st lotnmon 
readers of romance^ that infduh of condmt ant 
of j^nciple aie cdhei afutally allied uitht m 
adsquaicly rewarded fty, the y i at i fit of ion of out 
passions^ or attainment of out itishts. In a 
word, if a virtuous ami srlf denied diaiaetn is 
dimissed wvth temporal ucalth, qicalntss, lani , 
or the indulgence of such a lashly formed ot ill 


assorted passiioni as tl^at ^ Jjhbecm fm tomhoe, 
the reader imd>l be apt to say% FeUrtly vvrm has had 
its reward, I^nt a ghnee on ^ great picture of 
hfi will show (hat the dsUws gf eelf-dmiaX, and 
the saenfuc if passion to prmnpU, one sdd&m, 
thus temuntfoted , and that thea^emal conscious- 
n ss of (hi 17 hi //; miiidtd distharqc of duiifpro- 
du (s on thdi oun //fleet ions a word adequede 
/(< nnpenst, in ttu fotm of that pcom whwh the 
u 07 hi cannot tj it'' 07 iakt auaij. 


AoBoisroKD, ist %epiei/def z8ja 



DEDICATORY EPISTLE 

TO 

THE REV. DOCTOR DRYASDUST, F.A.S., 

RESIDING AT THE CASTLE GATE, lORH. 


MuOnhSTSEMFD AND DEAR SlR — It U SCanchl 
nAO^aBory to jnenitm tlia various aiui contarjing 
rwwM whach indmt me to place your navie at 
the head of the following uo)k let the chief of 

these reasons may peihaps he lefuted hy the %m 
perfections of the performance Could I havi, 
hoped to render it woithy of your paironage, tin 
pulffne would at once luiu sun flu incpiietv of 
inscribing a uork deiigmi 1 o xUustreUe flu 
domestic antiquities of Lnglandy and pat hi ularly 
of om Saxon forefatheis, to the f earned Avthoi of 
the Essays upon the Jloin oj King Ulphusf and 
on the lands bestowed by hun upon ihcpcUiimony 
of St. Piter I am t msciou% houevei, that the 
slight, v/nsatisfactory, ami tnvial manner in 
nihich the result of my antiquai lan icseanlus has 
been recorded in the follouinj pntqcs^ tales the 
work from under that class uhuh hairs the jnoiul 
mqUo, Detur digxiion On the onfiary, T fiat / 
shtsti incur the ceniuie of prcsuvption in plaun / 
die venerable name of Dr lonas Jhyasdust at the 
head of a puhluaiion, uhuh the vwn qraa anti 
fUmy will perhaps class u th the tdlt noveh ami 
fomanees of the day 1 am onjt lous to vinduaU 
fttysdffrom such a chaiqt , for although I might 
trust to your frmuiship fen an apology in yom 
eyes, yet I would not uUfingly stand eoundid in 
these qf the public of sj gravi a rime, as myfcaib 
lead me to antunpaic my hema charged wUh 
X must therefore 7 1 mind you, that vhen we first 
over together iluit class of jiroducfions, in 
one of which the piivati and family affairs of 
learned nortlum friend, Mr OldbucL of 
^ Monhibarns,\ were so mgustifiahly exposed to the 
some discussion occumd between us con 
mg the cause of the jiojmlarUy these wmk$ 
attained in this i tic age, which, whatever 
pterU they posbcbs, must be admitted to he 


t o^lphus xs It Y irlc Minster * By means 
.a Danish nobk of the time of Canute, en 
httfch into his l-mds md re\cnue» It was 
isnuth during the Civil Wars ana restored to 
1 by the Baurfax family to which the inscnption 
C|r bup refers * fhe above is a quomtion from 
in the North qf Inqland by 
31be Horn is figuied on Plate xv of the 

ijlAtiVWqr.’] 


hobtily written, and in violation of every rule 
assigned to the epopcbia It seemed then to be your 
opinion, that the charm lay entirely in the art 
with which the wriknoivn author had availed 
himself, like a second M^Pheison, of Qw anti- 
quaiian stores which lay bcatUnd around him, 
supplying his own indoltnce on poverty of inven 
tKM by the mcidints which had actually taJem 
plau in his country at no distant period, by t»- 
troducing nal chaiacters, and siarcely suppress^ 
ing real nanus It u as not aboie sixty or seventy 
ycaib, you observed, since the whole north of Scot- 
land was wndet a slate of goicmment nearly as 
Si 7 nple and as patiiarchal as those of our good 
allies the Mohawl s and hoquors AdmsUvng 
that the author cannot himself he supposed to 
June uitnesscd (hose times, he must have lived, 
ifou obserted, among jici sons who had acted and 
suffered in them, and eun vithin these thirty 
sfcais, such an infinite change has taken place m 
the man uts (f Scotland, that men look back upon 
tin habits if sill ty pioper to their immediate 
ancestms, asm di on those if the reign of Queen 
Anne, 01 iiin th pond if the Revolution. 
Jlaxinq thus main lals of cxoyl ind lying strewed 
around him, thcic xiiis Utlli, s/oti obserted, to 
cmlarrass the author, hit the difficulty qf 
ch( nc It u as no wiynder, therefore, that, homng 
Irgufi to uenk a mine so pkntiful, he should have 
demid from Im uorks fully more eredd tmd 
piofit than the facility of his labours merited. 

Admithnj (as I could not deny) the general 
txuth of these coTulawinis, I cannot but think d 
stiangc that no attempt has been made to exgUe an 
xtUtitd fo the traditions and manners qf Old 
England, similar to thed which has been obtained 
in behalf of tho*ie of mi poorer and le<is celebrated 
neighbmrs The Kendal gnen, though its Me 
IS moi c ancient, aught surely to be as dear to owr 
fellings the xai legated tartans qf the 
The name qf Robin Hood, if duly confuted 
should raise a spird as soon as that iff Ew ^ 
and the patriots of England deserve no Us$ Qieir 
renown in mr modem circles, than the Enteee 
and Wallaces of Caledoma. Jf ths etmery iff 
ike south be less romantic and suhhme Mon 
of the northern mountains, d mud be ediomb to 

eao 
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!«**# in ^ $0(n0 proporiion superior so/tniss 
and MdPU^/ ^pon the whole, we feel (mreelvee 
mtdim ti Maim with the patriotic Syrian--- 
* Ate ndAhana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, 
hedet than all the rivet s of Isi ad ? * 

Tour otfjections to suth an attempt, my deai 
Dottor, were, you may rememhet tv of i Id ion 
insided upon the advantages uhuh the Scolsman 
possessed, from the s j neent m tnne if that 
sUxte of society in whuh liis siene nas to ho laid 
Many now alive, you t emailed, iieV 'iLmemhcted 
persons who had not onhj sem the celebrated hoy 
WChegm, hU hadfcadtil, ami eiui fought uith 
him. All tho>so minute cii ciimstances heloiigmj 
to private life and domestic Jiaradn, all that 
giies verisimilitude to a nuwrative, and indiiulu 
alUy to the persons intioduud, is still knoiin and 
remciphered in^Stotlaiui, vlicieas in Lniland, 
cimlisatim has hen so long eosnplfte, that out 
ideas of our ancestors ate only to he gleaned fiom 
musty records and dii(ynichs, the authois of 
whuii seem pci xersely to haic eonspii ed to suppn ss 
in their narratnes all interesting dr tails, in order 
to find room for flouers of monkish elcguenee, en 
tr lU reflections upon morals. To matili an 
English and a Scottish author in the m i1 task 
of embody ing and irxixing the ii add ions of thru 
respective countries, uould It, yen alleged, in the 
highest degree unequal and unjust Ihc JSeoffish 
magician, you sail, ««•?, hi i fueans uiUh, at 
liberty to ualk over the rerent fiM of batth, an I 
tg seUrt for the subject of nsuscdaiim by his 
sorceries, a bodyuho^'e hnibs had recently quiiei d 
with emstence, and whose throat had but just 
uttered the last note of agony bueh a suljut 
even the powerful Drichtho was compelled to selerf, 
as alone capable of being reanimated eien by her 
potent magic-^ 

-“—feltdas leio scruiaix vreittlla^, 

Pulmmus rtgtdi stantes sine ulnete fib? as 

Invsnit, et voce?n difuncto in co?p rt quarit 

The English^author, on the ether hand, wdhout 
supposvnghim less of a conjuror than the Eorthem 
Irarlock, can, you ohstrved only have the liberty 
of selecting his subject amidst the rlust of anfiqudy, 
where nothing uas to be fourul hut dry, saphsi, 
mouldering, and disjointed boms, suth as those 
which filled the lalhy of Jihoshnphat J ou er 
pressed, besides, your apprehension that Hit un 
patriotic prejudicis of my countrymen would not 
allow fair play to suth a uorl as that of uhuh I 
endeauour^ to Cemonstrate the probable tess 
And this, you said, was not e^ircly ouing to the 
more general jrrejudiee /Ji fax our of that uluih is 
fmeign, but that d resUd partly upon improha 
bilities, arising out of (he nreumstances in uhuh j 
the English reader is placed If xfou describe to 
him a set of wild manner s, and a state of pi mnt 
lye ioCwty existing in the Highlands of Scotland, 
M ie much disposed to aiquiesce in the Vtulh ^ 
what %s asserhd And reason good Jflie be of 
the gtdsnary class of readns, he has either nexer 
S0en those remote distucts at all, or he has 
WandtM through those disolate ngions in the 
COUvae a summer tom, eating bad dinners, \ 
ak^XIitun truckle beds, stalking from desolodion \ 
deeomum, and fully prepand to belme the 
gttangest things that could he told him of a people, 
wrM and extravagant (enough to he attached to 
brnfity 90 extraoidxnaryf Ent (h$ samt wgrthy 


persooi, sphm ftoeed itx fita etm enug parlour, 
and surtounded by all the comforts of an English* 
man's firesule, id not half so muck disposed to 
hdieve that his oim ancestors led a very deferent 
lift frornlumsclf , Hied the ^latterid tower whuh 
riju forms a xisfa from liis window, once held a 
I iron xil J XLoull haxt hung him up at hvt oun 
d ) u it hi lit any form of trial; that the ktuds 
by uhoni his 1 (H jretfnm is managed, afOfW^ 
ctniuriis ag> xuitlf line been his slaves; OK^Ia 
I that the ornjdite i iHuei i of Jtiidal tyranny oM . 
erfend ti oxer th m jhlouung xiUagc, where ih$ \ 
attorney is run a in 1 1 f rnoie inqiortance them 
the lord it Hu rnam 

11 Inl foil n the ftrctrf these oljcdions, I must 
confiss, at the sarn time, that Huy do not appear 
to me to be altofcth r insurmountable. The 
sivitiruss tf rnatiuah is xndeid a formidable 
diffuulty, hut no one A/ 107/9 Iditr than Dr, 
Dryasdust, that to th se tUijdy read in anti^urJly, 
hints concerning Hu piiiati life of our amestors 
he scattered tluoudi the 7 tges 0 / our various 
historians, ban in/, ind cl, a slender proportion 
to the other matUrs cf uhuh Huy trait, but <^111, 
wlu n eollcdcd ti gr ther , s h(}il tent to Hit ow eemsidci • 
alle light upon the vio ])ri\LO if un forefathers ; 
indeed, I am convinced, that houenr I mysuf 
may fail m the ensuinj athrnpt, yd, with mofiS 
labour in coUcding, or more si ill in using, fhi 
matiTials uitkin his reach, lUusiraietl as they 
luxe been h; the labours (f Dr, Henry, <f the 
late Mr Strutt, and, dime all, of Mr, Sharou 
Turner, an abUr hand uould hate been success* 
ful, and therefore I jn oft st U forehand againsi 
any argument vhih may be founded on the 
Jailure if tliepre cut etjutimcnt 

On the otlur hand, I lutce already said ihaJt 
if anxfthing like a true puture of old English 
rnamurs could le draun, I would truM to (he 
good nature and good sense (f my countrymen for 
insuring its faxoiirablc nuptum 
Having thus nplud, to the best of my pouer, to 
the first ilass of your objations, or at least having 
shown my r esolutwn to oi et hap Hu barriers which 
i/our p/Uihnco has raised, In ill le brief xn noth- 
ing that uluch is mire peculiar to myseff. It 
seemed to bt your oj mum that Ihe very office gf an? 
antiquary, employed in graxe, and, as the vulgar 
uiU sometinus allege, un toilsome and mimito 
rt search, must le eonstdertd as incapaeitatmff 
him from suucssfully comjreundincf a tale cfthw 
sort Hut permit me to say, my dear Doctor, 
(hat this objection u> rather formed than 
'dantial. It is true that such sUglUer eompogi^ J 
tums might not suU th** sixerer genius of (wr'H 
friend Mr Old bud , Yet Horace Walpole wroltk 
gohhn tale uhuh has thrilled through fnmy 
bosom , and George JJl s could transfer all HiS 2 
play ful fascination of a humour, ad delightful ddr 
it uas uncommon, into lus Abridgment of tW 
Ancient Metiieal Romances, So that, howcHCf 
I may haxe occasion to rue my present audagUy,^ 

I has e at least the most respectable preetdaidsyn 
my favour, ' 

Still the severer anixqmrif may think ihtd, by 
thus irUerimngUng fi/dion wUh truth, IrmpdfM*i 
mg the well of history with modem ^nventegnsm 
and impressing upon the using generfdion fiedm 
ideas of the age which I describe, I eamty Mr 
%n, sme m^e ttdmd (he force gf tWMiA 


( 
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imA Zvrt kigie to iraicrse hf ila follow 

B %$ true that 1 7unther can nor do pretend to 
fhe oboervatton of complete accuracy^ even tn 
matters of outward costumef much lei^s in the 
more vmporiavi poiixU of language and nmnncis 
But the same motive which pi cunts my wilting 
fhe dialogue of the pnece in Anglo Sou on or in 
Ifmnan French j and which piohilih my sinding 
forth to the public One essaij pi inttd with the fgpes 
(y Caxton or JVynlcn dc Horde, prevents ing 
oMempting to confine myself uiitiin the limits if 
the petwd in uhith my ^fory is laid It is 
neeobmry for exuting interest of any hind tint 
the oid))cct assumid *ihjifll h, as it unc, tians 
lated into the inanneis, as iiiH as the language, 
of the age vie live %n No fascinati<yn has iiei 
been attached to Chierdal litfialuie equal it ihai 
prodweed by Mr hallands fust tranblai t of tin 
Arabian tales, in uhuh, retaining on the one 
hamd the splendour of JJastern costume, and on 
the other the wildness of Taste m pdion, he mix el 
these with gust so much oidinary fethiif an I 
expression, as rendeied Hum inteieshng an I in 
telligihle, uhilc he abudfcd the long uinl I 
nariahves, curtailed the monotonous i lledions 
and regeited the endless repetitions, of the A/abian 
original 2 he tnhs Hun foie, though hbs i unly 
Oriental than in then fust eoniocti n, ueic emi 
nently better fttcil for the / uupean mail ft, and 
obtained an unrivalled depee of pnblie faioui , 
whwh they lei taint y uould neiei haie g lined 
had not the minneis and style been in si me iligiu 
familvariaed to the ftehngs and Inhih of the 
IVestem reader 

In point ofpistue, therefore, to the multitudes 
who will, I tiust, deooui this book leilh aiidity, 
I have so far explained our ancient mannas in 
modem languagi, and so fai detailed Hie di < 
radirs and sentiments of my jiosons that the 
modem reader mil not find liimsitf, I should 
hope, much trammelled by the repulsive dnniess 
gf mere antiquity In this, I lespectfully eon 
tend, I have in no nsjiect enuded the fa r h (nee 
due to the author of a pctitioii^ composition I he 

laU ingenious Mt l^tiiUt, in his lovianee if 
Queen Iloo Hall,* actid upon anothei pninciple , 
and in, ihshnguvihxng betuecn vha/ vas anamt 
and nfwdern, forgot, as it appeals to me that 
c^ennve neutral ground, th*‘ laige gnoporlion, 
ihed IS, of manners and seivtiments vliich aie 
common to us and to our an isfois, haiing been 
handed doion unalUred from them to vs, or 
which, arising out of Hie piintiples of our 
eonintoii natuif, must have exishd alike m oHur 
state of society In this maniui a man of talent, 
and of gnat anfiguanin nuddwn limdid the 
popularity if his v u k hu e r hiding fi om it cvei y 
^ng whuhv xs lui si / ei ntly obsolete to be alto 
gsfh 6 Tf(ng(aten an I viuntclh pble 

Ihe Iveence which I moul I hen inidieafe, is so 
'fOfcepsary to the eifcuhon of my plan, Hi xt I will 
your patieme vhile I illustrate my a/rgu 
gp^uldtlefnrlhn. 

its who first opins Chauiei, or any oHi r 
poetf is so much struci vdli the obsolete 
muUhplud etmsonaiits, and i ntiguaUd 


AiifdW had revised thwpjsthumo is work ol Mr 
Sii> W^^yerley, General ?rdh«, p 5 




appearance of ike lanfmdF, thaJt he ts ap 6 io Uy 
the wbrh down im despair, as enerusted too deep 
vnfh the rust gf crnttguity to permit h%$ judging 
of its merits or tasting its beauties. Bid if Some 
iivtclhqcnt and accomplished fnend points aid to 
him that the difficulties bi vhuh he is startled 
are moie in apiicaianeethaii reality, if, by reading 
aloud to him, 01 by reducing the ordinary words 
to the modem m Hioiyraphy, hi latisfitshisptoselyte 
that only about one tenth p nt oj the words 
employed aic in put obsolete, *hc novice may be 
easily peisundid to appioach the *uell of Ihigh&h 
nndefihdf uiHi thi certainty Hud a slender 
(hqne of patience will enable him to engoy both 
Hu humour and the pathos with uhich old Otoffrey 
dihghtid the age of C cssy and of Toictiers 

1 opui sin this a httlc furlJur If out luerphyic, 
i in Hu in 10 bom love of antiqudij, were to 
under tale to imitate what he had hamt to 
admin, U must be alloved he vould aet very 
tnpidicioHsly ifheucie to sdect /torn the glossary 
Hi obsohte voids vliich it contains, and employ 
Hus fi lu tn of all phrases and locables retain^ 
in lu hm dai s This vas the erior of the vn~ 
fiitiinaU (hath! ton Jti oxdei to giie his 
linjingi thv apjieaianee of antiquity, he njected 
Cl ly void that vas modem, and produced a 
d th t enfudy difhrent from any that had ever 
I n sjrd in in (ti at hntain lie vho would 
imifali an an i nt Ian page vith smciss, must 
ait il lathei to its qrammatnal charader, turn 
(f ( picssim, and mode of arrangement, than 
lal mr to collat extr am dinar y aruh antiqvaMd 
t irns, vhuh as 1 haic already aiciied, do not 
111 aiicunt authois appioadi the number of woids 
still in use, though jerhaps smncuhat altered in 
s<rise and sj ellirig, m the proqiotlion of one to ten 

U hat 1 haie ajpUed to language, is still moie 
) iistly applu able to snili merits arul in xrinei s The 
p tssions the sources fi mn uhich thi sc must spi vug 
in all tJuir moilifuatimis, arc generally the same 
1)1 all ranks end conditions, all countiies and 
ages, and it foUmis, as a matter of cmirse, that 
the (pinions, habits of thinking, and actions, 
hourur infliunted by the pauliar state of soiiety, 
must still, upon the uhole bear a stiong icsem- 
llame to eadi oHar Oui an fslms ucre not more 
Jisfuuf fnm us, sillily than Juts arc from 
(hiislians, they hid (yes, hands, mgans, 
(hmensuns, vrisis, affecticris, passuns,* wcie 
^ftd uiih the same food, Jurt uith the same 
luapons, swhjcit U the same disiases, uaimedaiid 
lOoUd ly the sairf'e v inter and summer,* af oui^ 
Sihes 7 he Un r, therefore, (f then afedions 
and f( clings must haie bmne the same general 
pr iportion to oui oun 

I follou s, thi r (fi r e, that of the materials, which 
an author has to us( in a romanct, or fictitious 
composition, sudi as I haie lentured to attempt, 
he mil find that a gr at propoition, both of 
language and manners, rs as piopei to theprcs&sd 
time as to tho c in iiliidi lu has laid his time of 
ad urn 7 hc freedom of dioue which this alloios 
him is the ref 01 e mvih greater, and the difiicuUy 
of his task mvih nm( diminished, than at fir*d 
appears 7 *o take an illustration from a sister 
01 f, the anfiquaiian ddails may be said to repre* 
sent the peculiar feedvres of a landscape vmder 
delvrwatwn of the pmcil Ihsfefudal tower mjud 
arise in due majesty , the figures whnch he intnh 
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4^Uci$ mmt hdve coAum tmd ^arader of Hmr 
. nj^oi iAopieco must represanU ths peculiar features 
if dys scene which he has chosen for his subject, 
with all its appropriate elevation of rock, or pre- 
cipttais descent of cataract, II is general colouring, 
too, mud he copied from nature: the sky must be 
clouded or serc^ic, according to the climate, and 
the g&ncral tints must he tho^^ which prevail in a 
nabwral landscape, A' far the painter is bound 
down by the rulc^ oflici art to a precise imitation 
of the features of nature ; but it is not required 
that he should descend to copy all her more minute 
features, or represent wUh absolule erachiess the 
very herbs, flowers, and trees with v'hich the spot 
is decorated. These, as wiU as all the more 
minute points of light ami ^/ufdoir, are aflrihufts 
proper to scenery in ycneral, natural to each 
situation, and htljcet to the artist's disposal, as 
his taste or pleasure may dictate. 

It is true that this licence is conflned in either 
case within legitimate houmls. The painter must 
introduce no omasnent inconsistesU with the climate 
or country of his landscape ; he must not plant 
cyprejis trees ujmn Jneh-Merrin, or Scotch firs 
among the ruins of Tersejiolis; and the author 
lies under a corresponding restraint. However 
far he may venture in a more full detail of 
passions and feclin is than is to he found in the 
ancient compositions which he imitates, he must 
introduce nothing inconsistent with the manners 
of the age; his knights, squires, grooms, and 
yeomen snay be more fully drawn than in the 
hard, dry i^clintations of an ancient illuminated 
manuscript, but the character and costume of the 
age must remain inviolate ; they must he the same 
figures, drawn by a hitter pieneil, or, to speak more 
modestly, executed in an age whesi the principles 
of art ucre better understood. Ills language m ust 
not be exclusively obsolete and miintelligihle ; but 
he should adjnit, if possible, no uuyrd or turn of 
phraseology betraying an origin directly modern. 
It is one thing to make vise of the language and 
sentimenls which are common to ourselves and our 
forefathers, and it is another to invest them with 
the sentiments and dialect exclusively proper to 
their descendants. 

This, my dear friaid, I hare found the most 
difficult part of my task ; and, to speak frankly, J 
hardly expect to satisfy your less partial judgment, 
and more extensive knowledge of sweh subjects, 
since I have hardly been able to 2 dcasc my own, 

I am conscious that I shall he found still more 
faulty in the tone of keeping arfd costume, by those 
who may be disposed rigidly to examine my tale, 
wUh reference to the manners of the exact penod 
in which my actors JlonrNwd. It may be, that I 
have introduced little which can positively be termed 
modem; but, on the other hand, it is extremely 
probable thaJt 1 may have confused the manmrs of 
two or three centuries, and introduced, during the 
reign of Hiehard the First, circumstances nppiro- 
prialcd to a period either considerably earlier, or 
a good deal later than that era. It is my coinfort 
iMd erwrs of this kind will escape the general 
class of readers, and that I may share in the ill- 
deserved applause of those architects, who, in their 
' modem Gothic, do not hesitate to inJtroduxe, with- 
out rule or method, ornarncnJts proper to different 
styles and to different periods of the art. Those 
whm nmrehes ham givm them the 


meam gf jud^g my backsUdings with mors ^ 
severity, will proMly he fenient in proportion to 
their knowledge qf the difficulty qf my task. My 
honest and nefficcted friend, Ingulphus, has 
Jurnished'mc with many a valuable hint; but the 
light afforded by the Momk of Cropland, and 
Uiofircy dt I’insuvff, is dimmed by siwh a eon^ 
glonuraHon of unintcresHng and unirUelligibU 
maiUe, that wc gladly fly for relief to (M 
ligldful paget oj the gallant Froissart, although ' 
he flourished at a ptrifd so much more remote 
frmn the date of my history. If, therefore, my 
dearf?^iend, you hair generouty enough to pardon 
the piresumpfuovi attew}>t to frame for myself a 
minstrel coronet, partly out of the pearls of pure 
antiquitu, and partly irenn the Bristol stems and 
paste with which J have endeavoured to imUaie 
them, I am convinced your oiunwn of the diffwulty 
of the task will reconcile you to the imperfect 
manner of its execution. 

Of my materials I have but little to say : they 
may he chiefly found in the singular Anglo* 
Norman M^, which Sir Arthur JFardour pre- 
serves with such jealous care in the third drawer 
of his oaken cabinet, scared y allowing any one to 
touch it, and being himself not able to read one ^ 
syllable of its contents, j should never have got 
his consent, on my visit to Fcntland, to read in 
those pirecious pages for so many hours, had 
promised lo designate it by some emphatic mode 
(f ^infing, OStarbour Mttrtnsftxipt t 

giving it, thereby, an individuality as important 
as the Bannatync MS,, the AvcUinleck MS,, and 
any other monument of the patience of a Gothic 
serf vener, I have sen t, for you r private consideTa- 
tion, a list of the contents of this curious piece, 
which I shall perhaps subjoin, urith yowr appro* 
bafion, to the third volume of my tale, in case the 
jwintcr's devil should continue impatient for copy, 
when the whole of my narrative has been imposed. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; 1 have said enough to 
explain, if not to vindicate, the attempt which V 
have made, and which, in sjritc of your doubts, 
and my oum incapacity, / am still willing to 
believe has not been altogether made in vain. 

I hope you, are note well recovered from your 
spring fit of the gout, and shall he happy if (hs 
advice of your learned physieian should recom* 
mend a tour to these parts, Stveral curiosities 
have been lately dug up mar (he wall, a,s well as 
at the ancient sfalion of Jfahitaneum, Talking 
of the latter, I suppose you have long since Itsard 
the news, that a sulky churlish boor has destroyed 
the ancieiit statue, or rather bas-relief, popularly 
called Bohin of llcdesdale 7t seems Robin* s fame 
attracted more visitants than was consisterU wUh 
the growth of the heedher, upon a moor worth a 
shilling an acre. Reverend ns you wrUe yourself, 
he revengeful for on ex, and pray wUh ms that ns 
may be visited with such a fit of the stone, as if 
he had all the fragments of poor Robin in that 
region of his viscera where the disease hslds iis 
seat. Tell this not in Galh, lest the Scots rtgoiae 
that they have at length found a parallel instance 
among tlmr neighbours, to that barbarous deed 
which demolish^ Arthur* s Oven,* But there is 

* [Arthur’s Oven, or Oon. a remarkablo Roman building 
in the parish of iarbert, Stirlingshire, was pulled down in v 
the etones tise4 ia repairing a peighbouring 
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(0 Jcmewtattm, whm m letdkc mr^Vm 
to Ofifh 9vitJ^* My respectful caniphments at 
Mm Dryasdust, I endeavoured to matuh 
Hu speetacli s agreeable to her cemmmmi, dunna 
fny late journey to London, and hope Oie has 
reeened them safe, and fo%md them sattsfaeUrif 
X mil tins by the bhnd carrui, so tint piohallv 
tt may he some time upon its jour tug * Ihe last 

* This anticipation proved but too true \s my le-irne I 
correspondent did not receive my letter until a lak i U em th 
^er It was written 1 menu ii tl !•> nrcumst'in e tl it i 
gentleman attached to the cause of lean mg [Sir I r inei 
I reeling], who now I olds the rnncii I control f the i t 
officet miy consider whethet ly s me mitigati n of tl< 
present enormous rales s me faveur might i t be sh ^ i 
to the correspondents tf tl e trineijal literaiy u d u ti 
quart m societies I unde stand indeed that tl is ex 
penment w is once tried hut that the nr ul e xeh 1 aV ij, 
Droke down under the weii,l t cf jarl iges adliessel t 
members of th'* ^ ci'^tj f \ntii ine it uas rehnqui hr 1 
as a harardous experiment Surely howeier i wr uld le 
possible to build these vehicles in a f rm mort siibstanti il 
stronger in the j ereh ar d bro ic er m the w hr els si as to 
support the weipl l of anti lu inan Icarnmy whei if tl 
should he found to ti ivel more slowly, they would be not 
the less agreeable to quiet travellers like myself — L T 


rusds Hdhuh Ifmi/rfrm Mvtdmrgh u, tJlM ikii 
gentleman who Jills the situation <tf seerd^ to 
ihe Socatety qf Antiquaries of U the 

beU amateur draftsman in that deingdom^ astd 
that much ts evpeded from hts skill and mci vn 
ddiueating those specimens of natumal <mJt\quit^yy 
vhi h aro uthet mouldtrini under the slow Uruih 
of time or sttepi auay by i odem taste srdh ike 
sami if can of dehtiucUon uh ch John Knox used 
at the Left t mat ton Once mo adieu, valo tail 
dem, non immt inoi mt i Jiel c\e me to he, 

1 eirrend and very d ar Sir, 

1 our most faithful hmnhlt Servant, 
Laurfnce TBMPLEION' 

T rilNCWOID NFAR FCREMr NT f 
Cl Ml II LA I \n 17 1817 ) 

t Mr Skei e of Rubxslaw is here intimited to whose 
taste md skill the Author is indel ted for a senes of 
etchings exhibiting the various localities alluded to in 
these Novels ] 
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Thus c mmunci th sc uJil t ll eir 1 l> d ne, 
J 1 c fv 11 fed swnit return d \nth evenii home , 

C rni lid reluctant to the sevei U st ics 
With dm obslicpeioui, tmd uutnteful encs 

loll s OotsszY 


Jv tint pkasiiit (kstud of nuiiy 
wlmh IS witdtd by the intr Don cx 

tended m amidit tmns a laigt fcicst, covtiing 
thegrcitei iiait of tin bt lutitul 1 ills ind valleys 
whicli ho boUtccii Slitlhcld and tlu pbisant 
town of Doi^astfi The remains of this cxlfii 
sive wood are still to be seen at the noble seats 
of Wentworth, of W haiiieliRe Paik, and iiound 
Rotheiham Otic haimted of } c le flie f ibulous 
Dragon of "W iiitlcy hen wtie fought many of 
the most dcsperito bittlcb dining flu C ivil \\ais 
of tin Kosgs and Inie also fh uiish(d in aiuidit 
times those hands of gallant outlaws whose 
deeds ha^t been rendeied so iioiulai in Ln^jlish 
song 

Snell being ou» chief scene, the date ff onr 
stoiy lefws to a peiiod towaii. the end ot tlu 
leign of Rithaid I, win n his ittuin fioin liislong 
c iptivity liad her onie an evt nt lathei wished th in 
hoped foi by liu dcspiiiiiig sub]nts, who wtie 
m the meantuiu sul jeettd to ( veiy sjmjc les of sub 
ordinate oppression Tlu nobhs, whose power 
had become exoibitant duiing the uigii of 
Stephen, and whom the jirudciiie of Henry tlu 
Second had scaice i educed into some dtOTce of 
snbicetion to the crown, had now resumed then 
ancient licence in its utmost extent , despising 
the feo]^le lutoifciciico of the Lnglish Council 
of State, fortifying their castles, inei easing the 
number of their dejiendcnts, reducing all iiound 
them to a state of vassalage, and stnvmg }>y 
every means in their power to place themselves 
each at tine head of such forces as might enable 
him to make a figure m the national convnl 
m<m which appealed to be impending. 


Tlie bitnition of the infenoi genii y, oi funk* 
lins as tluy wcie cilhd, who 1} tlu law and 
spiiit of the 1 iighsh (onstitution, wire entitled 
tohold theniselvf s nub p( ndciit of ft udal tyranny, 
Ixtimo now unusually piccaiioiib If, as was 
nio t gcncially the fast, they jilned thcniselves 
uiidti the piottction of any of the petty kings 
m thtii vicinity, accepted of feudal ofhas in 
Ills house hold, 01 bound thcinsthts, by mutual 
li*ati(S of illiauco and piolcction, to suppoit 
him in his tntei puses, tity might indeed pur* 
chast tompoiiiy repose, hut it must he witJi 
the saciiiuc cf tint ind( jKndduc which was so 
(hai f > c\eiv 1 ngUsli 1 csoin and it tlu eeitain 
hi/aid of It mg lusohtd is a jiaity in whatever 
iish exjeditnii tlie imbilion of then piotcctoi 
might it id him to uiidtitike On tue othei 
hand such and so iniiltiplnd weie the means of 
\e\itioii ind oppnssion possisbcd by the gieat 
biioiis, tint tiny nc\tr wanted the pictcxt, 
and seldom tlic will, to h'l iss and puisne t\on 
to the \tij edge of dcsliuctiou, any of then hss 
]i)wciful noighbouts, who attempted to sepaiaie 
tin msc Ives fioni their autlioiity, and to trust 
foi then piofeetion, during tlu dangeis of the 
times, to their own mofieusise conduct, and to 
the laws of the laud 

A eircumstaneo which greatly tended to en- 
hance the tyranny of the nobility and the 
suffermgs of the inferior elapses, arose from the 
consequences of the conquest by Duke William 
ol N ormandy Four generations had not sufficed 
to blend the hostile blood of the Normans and 
Anglo-Saxime, or to unite, by oommozi langaage 
and: interests, two hostile raocs, one 
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,ivhioh still folt th« olation of triumph, while 
the other croaued under all the conswiuouoes of 
aefoat. Tlio power had been completely placed 
iu the hands of the NormaTi nolnlity by the 
event of tbo batLlc of Hastings, and it hacf been 
‘ used, as our liistories assure us, with no moderate 
hand. The whole race of Saxon i^iuccs and 
nobles had bocji extirpated or disinherited, with 
few or no exceptions ; nor were the numbers 
great who possessed land in the coimiry of their 
lathers, oven as ])roprietors of the second, or of 
yet inferior classes. The royal policy hud long 
been to weaken, by every means, legal or illegal 
the strength of a part of the population which 
was justly consideretl us nouiishing the most 
inveterate antipathy to their victor. All the 
nionarehs of the >’orman late had shown the 
most marked predilection for thoir hToiinan sul)- 
jeots ; the laws of the cliaso^ and many others 
equally unknown to the milder and nioro free 
spirit of the Saxon eoiistitutioji, had been fixed 
upon the necks of the subjugated in}ia])itants, 
to add weight, as it ‘Were, to the feudal cliains 
w'ith which they w’ore loaded. At court, and in 
the castles of the gieat nobles, wliere the pojnp 
and state of a court was emulated, Noiinan- 
Tiench was the only languago employed ; in 
courts of U\Y, the ])loadiiigs and judgments wcic 
delivered in the same tongue. In slioit, h'lench 
was the languago of honour, of chivalry, and 
oven of justice, while tlio far moie manly and 
ex]»rcssivo Anglo-Saxon was abandoned to the 
use of rustics and hinds, who knew no othei. 
Still, however, the necessary intcrcouiso be- 
tween the lords of the soil, and those oppressed 
inferior beings by whom that soil w’as cultivated, 
oeoasioned the gradual foiiiiatiou of a dialect, 
compounded betwixt the Fiencli and llio Anglo- 
Saxon, in wliicli they could lender themselves 
mutually intelligible to cacli idlu'r ; and fioni 
this necessity arose by degrees the strucLuic of 
our jirescnt Eiiglibh language, in which the 
speech of the viciors an<l tlio vampiishcd lia^e 
been so hapinly Idended together; and whidi 
has since been so richly improved by im]>orta- 
tions from the clasbical languages, and from those 
spoken by the .southem nations of JCuro] e. 

This state of thiugb I have Uiouglit it neces- 
sary to picmiso for the iidbrmatioii of tlie 
general reader, who might ho apt to foiget 
that, although no great histoiical events, such 
as war or iiisurreetion, iiiaik the existence of 
the Anglo Saxons as a separate people subso- 
quent to the reign of William the Seeond ; yet 
tlio great national distinctions beiwdxt them 
and their eonqutior',, the lecolloetion of what 
they had foimeily been, jind to what they were 
now rodueed, coutimud, down to the reign of 
a Edward the Third, to keep open Llie wounds 
which the oonqmsl liail inllictcd, and to main- 
tain a line of scpiijlion betwiiit the cleseend- 
ahts of tho viclor hlormaus and the vanquislied 
Saxons. 


Th^ sun was sotting upon one of tho rieh grassy 
rlados of that forest which we liave mentioned 


in the beginning of the chapter. Hundreds ol 
broad -headed, short -stemmed, wide-branched 
N^iOa^, witnessed iieriiaiib the stately 

soldiery, flung their gnarled 
Jjylifck: catjwt of tho xuotl delicioua 
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greensward ; in some places thoy were inter* 
mingled with beeches, hollies, and copsewood 
of various descriptions, so closely as totally to 
intercept iho Icved beams of the sinking sun ; in 
others, they receded from oach other, forming 
those long sweeping vistas, in the intricacy of 
wdiich tho eye delights to lose itself, while 
imagination considers them as the path.s to yet 
wilder scenes of sylvan solitude. Here the icd 
rajH of tho sun sliot a broken and discoloured 
light, that partially hung upon tho shattered 
bouglis and mossy tninks of the I ecs, and there 
tlicy illuminated in hrilliant patches the por- 
tions of turf to which they made their way. A 
considetable open Bp'.ec, in tho midst of this 
glade, seemed formerly to have been dcdicate<l 
to the rites of Dniidioal suj)Drstilioii ; for, on 
the summit of a liillock, so legiilar as to seem 
artificial, theio still remained part of a circle 
ol rough, unhown stones, of large dimensions, 
Seven stood U])right ; the rest had been dis- 
lodged from their places, probably by the zeal 
of some convert to CliiLstianily, and lay, some 
juoHtrale near their foiiner site, ami others nii 
the side of the hill. One laigc stone only had 
found its way to tlie bottom, and in stopping 
the course of a small biook, which glided 
smoothly lonnd the toot ol tlie ciniiiencc, gavT, 
by its opposition, a feeble voice of murmur to 
the ])laciu ami elsewhere silent sti camlet. 

The human figincs wliieli completed this land- 
scape were in number two, ]>artakii|g, iu tlnir 
dioss and appearance, ol that wild and lustio 
charaeler whicli l)clonged to tho woodlands of 
tho West Riding of Voiksliiic at that early 
period. The eldest of these men had a stern, 
savage, and wild asiiect. His garment was of 
the simplest foiin imaginiible, l)cing a close 
jacket wdth sleeves, comjjosed of the tanned 
skin of some animal, on wdiidi the liair had 
been originally left, hut which had been worn 
off in so many places, that it w'ould have been 
(liffieiilt to distinguish, from tlie jiaiehos that 
leniained, to what cicatuic the fur had be- 
longed. This iniiFicval vcKstmcut reached from 
the till oat to the knees, and served at once all 
iho usual purposes of body -clothing ; lliere was 
no wider ofieniiig at the collar than W'as neees- 
.saiy to admit tlie jiassagc of tho head, from 
which it may be inlerred that it was jiut on by 
slipping it over tho liead and slioulders, in tlie 
manner of a modern sliirt, or ancient haubeik. 
Sandals, bound wdth lhoiig.3 made of boar’s hide, 
))rotccted tho feel, and a roll of thin leather was 
twined artificially around tlie legs, and, ascend- 
ing above the calf, lelL the knees bare like those 
of a Scottish Tlighlander. ^’o make the jacket 
sit yet more close to tlie body, it w^as gathered 
at the middle by a broad Icatheni belt, seemed 
by a brass buckle ; to one side of which was 
aitached a sort of serij), and to iho other a 
lam’s horn, accoutred with a mouthjiiece, for • 
tho jmrposo of blowing. In the same b^H was 
stuck one of those long, broad, sharp-pointed, 
and two - edged knives, with a buck’s - horn * 
handle, which were fabricated in the neigh- 
bourhood, and bore even at this early penod 
the name of a Sheffield whittle. Tlie man had 
no covering upon his head, which was onhr 
defended by his own thick liair^ matted and 
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twisted toother, and scorched by the influonoe 
of the sun into a rusty dark-red colour, forming 
k oodtrast with the overgrown beai-d upon his 
cheeks, which was rather of a yellow or amber 
hue. One part of his dress only remains, but 
it is too remarkable to be suppies'scd ; it \\.is a 
brass ring, resembling a dog’s collar, but with- 
out any opening, and oldeied last lound hia 
neck. So loose as lo loim no itnpediiiicnt to Ins 
breathing, yet so tight as lo be ineajablc of 
being removed excepting l)y the use of the file. 
On this singular gorget w'as engiaven in Saxon 
characters an inscription of the following pur- 
port; — *Gurth, the son of Heowulph, is the 
born thrall of Cedric of Kot her wood.’ 

Beside the swineherd, |jr such was (lurtli’s 
occupation, wai seated, U])oii one of llie fallen 
Druidical monuments, a person about ten years 
younger in appearance, and whose diess, 1 hough 
roaeinbling his coinpdiiion’s in form, was of better 
materials, and of a more fantastic appearance. 
Ilis jacket liad been stained of a bright ]mrj>lo 
hue, which tlieio had beou some attempt 

to paint grotesque ornaineni s in dilferciit coloui s. 
To tlie jacket he added a short cloak, whuh 
ficareely reached lialf way down his thigh ; it 
was of crimson cloth, though a good deal soiled, 
lined with bright yellow ; and as he could trans- 
fer it from one shoulder to the other, or at his 
pleasure draw it all around him, its widlli, con- 
trasted with its want of longitude, foimcd a 
fantastic piece of drapery. lie had thin silver 
bracelets ufion his arm, and on his neck a collar 
of the same metal, I'caiiug the inscription, 
‘Wainba, the son of VVitlons, is the tlirall of 
Cedric of Rotherwood.’ This personag(‘ had I lie 
same sort of sandals w’ith his companion, hut, 
instead of the roll of leatlicr thong, his legs 
wore cased in a sort of gaiters, of which one was 
red and the otlier yellow. lie was provided also 
with a cap. having around it moic than one 
bell, about the si/e of those attaclied to hawks, 
which jingled as ho turned liis head to one side 
or otlier ; and as he seldom remained a minute 
in the same posture, the sound might be eoii- 
sidcred as incessant. Around tlio edge of this 
cap was a stilf bandeau of leather, cut at tho 
toj) into o]>en work, resembling a coronet, while 
a jirolongcd bag arose from wdihin it, and tell 
'down on one sliouldcr like an old-lashioned 
iiiiglitcap, or a jf’iJy-liag, or the head-gear of a 
modern hussar. It was to this })ari of tne Ciii> 
that the bolls wtu’c attached ; wliieli circum- 
stance, as well as the shape of liis head-di(‘ss, 
and his own half-cra/ed, half-cunning exiiresMon 
of countenance, sufficiently pointr^d liiiri out as 
belonging to the race of domestic clowns or 
jesters, maintained in the houses of the weallhy 
to hcljr away the tedium of tlioso lingering 
hours wliich they w’(*re obliged to spend within 
doors. Ho bore, like liis companion, a w*ii]i 
attached to his belt, but liad neither horn nor 
knife, being probably considered as belonging to 
a classVhom it is esteemed dangerous to entiust 
with edge-tools. In place of those he was 
eqiiipped with a sort of sword of lath, resem- 
buug that with which Harlequin operates liis 
wonders upon the modern stage. 

The outward appearance of these two men 
formed scarce a stronger contrast than their 


look and demeanour. Tliat of the serf, or 
bondsman, was sad and sullen ; his asiHJct was 
bent on the ground with an ai>pearaueo of deep 
dejection, wliich might he almost construed into 
ajttithy, had not the lire which occasionally 
.spill kled in his rod eye manitested that there 
slumheicd, under tho ajqie/iraiico of snlleii de- 
spondency, a s**nhe of oppicssion, and a disposi* 
tion to u'sistance. Tlic looks of Wamba, on 
the other haml, indicated, as usual with liis 
class, a hurt ol v. •leant curiosity and fidgety 
impatience of any jiostiiie of repose, together 
with the utmost self-satisfaction respecting his 
own hitu.ition and the a])pcaraiiee which he 
made. Tlie dialogue wliieh they maintained 
hctwecii tJiein was carried on in Anglo-Saxon, 
whn*li, as we said before, was universally spoken 
by tho interior clas-»is, e\ee])ling the Norman 
soliliers and the immediate personal dependents 
of the great teudal nobles. But to give their 
conveisatioii in the original would convey but 
little inlormalioji to the modem reader, for 
wdioHo bi'uefit we beg to oiler the following 
translation. 

*Tlie ciiise of Saint "VVithoId upon these in- 
fernal porki IS !’ said the swineherd, ailcr blowing 
his lioiii ohstrejieiously, to collect together tho 
seatteied Jieid of swine, which, answeiing his 
call with notes equally melodious, made, how’- 
ever, no hasle to jcukjvc 1hem»elvc*s Irora the 
luxuiious l)an(jn(t of )ieceh-mast and acorns on 
which they had fattened, or to fonsako the 
marshy hanks of the rivulet, where several of 
tlieiii, lialf plunged in mud, lay stretched at 
their ease, altogether regardless of the voice of 
their keoj»er. ‘ The ciiise of haint 'NViihoJd upon 
tlicin and njioii me !’ said Gurth ; *if the two- 
legged wolf snap not up some of them ere night- 
fall, I am no true man. Heic, Fangs ! Fangs !' 
he ejaculated at the top ol his voice to a ragged, 
woliisli -looking dog, a sort ol lurcher, half mas- 
till, half greyhound, wdiich ran limping about 
as if with the purpose of seconding nis master 
in collect ing the lefractory gninters ; but which, 
ill fact, iroiu iniHappielieiision of the swiiiehcid’s . 
.signals, ignorance of his own duty, or malice 
prcpeii.se, only drove them hither and thither, 
and increased the evil wliich lie seemed to design 
to lemedy. ‘A devil draw the teeth of him,' 
said Uiirih, *and tlie mother of mischief con- 
found tho laiigcr of the foiest, that cuts the 
loreclaws oH our dogs, and makes them unfit 
lor their tiado ! * 'VVam)»a, ii]> and help mo an 
thou heesi a man ; take a turn round tho back 
o’ the hill to gain the wind on them ; and when 
tliou’st got tlie wx*atlier*gage, thou mayst drivd 
them beloro thee as gently as so many innocent 
lambs.’ 

‘Truly.’ saiil Waiiilm, without stirring from 
the sj)o1, ‘1 liavo consulted my legs upon this 
inatior, and they are altogether of opinion, that 
to carry my gay garments through these sloughs 
would bo an act of unfriendship to my sovcreiffU 
person and royal wardrobe ; wherofore, Gnrth> 
I udviso thee to call off Fangs, and leave tho 
herd to their destiny, which, whether they meet 
with bands of travelling soldiers, or of outlaws, 
or of wandering pilgrims, can be little else than 
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.Wtdd into Kormond befot^ motlitn|fi 
no small oasc and cozutort * 

^ Tie swine turned Normans to my comfort ’ * 
^dnotk Gurtli, ‘ov]>ouiid that to mo, 'Wamba, 
j fof iny brim is too dull, and my mind too vt\cd, i 
to read nddlts ' ! 

*Why, how call you those grunting biutcs 
running about on then foui legs*' demanded 
Wamba 

* Swine, fool, swmo,* said the herd, *cvuy 
fool knows that ’ 

*And swine is good Saxon,* said the jistci , 
‘but how call vou the sow whin she is 11a} td, 
aud diawn, anef qiuitticd, and hung up by the 
heels like a traitor ^ 

‘ Pork,* answered the ssMuehcid 

* I am very glad cvi ly lool know s that too,* said 
Wamba, ‘and poik, 1 think, is good Noiman 
Pioiioh , and so when the biuto lives, and is in 
the charge ot a bavuii slue, she gets by bei 
Saxon name, lut becomes a Noimau and is 
called poik, when she is eaiiied to the castle 
hall to feast among the nobles , what dost thou 
think of this, fiiend (uiith ha t* 

‘It IS but too tiiio doc time, fiiciid Wamba, 
however it got into thy lool s ])itc *^ 

‘Nay, 1 can tell you more, said Wamba, in 
the same tone , ‘thoio is old Aldeimaii Oy con 
tinues to hold Ins Saxon epithet while he is 
under the chatge of seifs and boiidsmoii sik h as 
thou, but becomes Beef, a fury Ireuoh gallint, 
when he aruves before ilie woi shipful jaws that 
are destined to consume linn Mynheer Call, 
too, becomes Mohskui do \eau in the like 
in inner, ho is Saxon when ho re<pmcs tend 
once, kud tikes a Norman name when he 
becomes mattci orcn)o}m(iit ’ 

‘By Saint Dunstaii,* auswcied Gurlb, ‘thou 
speakest but sid tiiiths , little is loft to us but 
tiie ail we bicatlu and tint appeals to hue 
been lescived with much hcbitation, solely ior 
the purjiose of enabling us to enduio the tasks 
they lay upon oui shoulicis The fimst and 
the fattest is for then board , Iho loveliest is 
lor thoir couch, the best and biavcst supply 
their foreign mastcjs with soldiers, ami wliitcn 
distent lands with tlicii bones, leaving few htit 
who have oithei will or the power to pietcct 
the unfoituuato Saxon (lods blessing on oui 
master Cedric, he hiih done Inc woik of a man 
m standing in tin gip , but Reginald 1 out de 
Bceuf IS coming down 1o tl is country in |)oison, 
and wo shall soon «to how little Cediicb trouble 
will avail him — llcie, luie,* he cxchimcd 
again, raising his voice ‘So ho ♦ so ho* well 
d,oue, Fangs! thou Inst tlum all bofoie thoo 
<iOw, and biingst tlum on 1 1 ivcly, lad * 

‘ Gurth, s lid tlie p 1 i, ‘ 1 know thou thmkcbt 
tne a fool, or thou w oulost no* bo so i ish ni pul ting 
f^thy head into my mouth One w onl to Reginald 
Xront^do Bauf c 1 Philip de M ilvoisin, that thou 
liaat spoken treobon agimst tin Noimau — aud 
art but a cost iw ly sw inclft i d thou wouldst 
on one of these liecs as i teiioi to all evil 
against dignities 

thou wouldst not betiay mt ,* s nJ Gurth, 
•^MWliaving led me ou to speak so much at 


ee 1 * answ^eied the jester ; <no, that 
a Wjsa mm , a fo>} cannot hall 



sd well hellp sbfli, wioM hivs ira 

licre^' he said, listening to the tiaixiplhiig ol 
bovoial hojses whieh became then aiidible* * 

‘Novel mind whom,* answered GusAi, who 
had now got his In id befoie him, and, with ijm 
aid of } augs, was diiving them down one oi the 
long dim vibtas which wc have endeavoured to 
desciibe 

‘Nay, but I must see Ibc ndeis,* answered 
■\\dmbd ‘pci haps tiny aie come from laiiy 
lind with a mcssige iiom King Oberon * 

‘ A mull am t it c tin c, i cjomed the swineherd , 
‘wilt thou talk ol su(h things Ahile a teinble 
storm ol thundcj and lightning is i aging within 
a lew imks ol us^ link, how the thundei 
lumhlcs I and for sii^mici i iiii, 1 never saw such 
him 1 Jew might 11 it chops tall opt of the clouds , 
1 he oaks, too, lotwithstaiiding the calm woatlici, 
sob and cieak with then gicat boughs as if 
announcing a teiiqKst Ihou ciiibt play the 
iitionil if thou wilt, ciedit mo for once, and 
Irt us hoiin cn the storm begins to rage, for the 
night w ill be ii ai ful ' 

nnl)a scenn d to fee 1 the force of this a]>pcal, 
and icxompanicd his coiu])anion, who began Ins 
] uiiiicy ultei c itehing U} a long miaitci staff 
which lay upon the gi iss besicle him IhiS 
second Liinuus stiode lustily down the forest 
gloch dining befou him with the assistance of 
1 aiigs, the w hole held of his iiihaimonious chatge. 
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A Monk there was a fayie for the maistrie, 

An outrider that 1 >ed \cnciie 
A manly man to be in albct lUe^ 

1 uH m'in> a daintie h^rse hid he m stable 
And mIkii he rodt men miffhi bi& bridle hear 
i ingehn^, in a whistling wind s clear 
A 1 1 eke IS loud is dc th the chapell bell, 

Xhcic as this lord was keeper of th cell 

Chaucer 

NorwnnsrAMiiMj the occasion il exhortation 
and chiding of his companion, the noise of the 
hoiscmin s feet continuing to appiooch, Wainha 
could not le juc vented fiom lingering occasion - 
illy on tin load upon cvciy juetcnco which 
occuiiul , now catching from the hazel a cluster 
of half iipc nuts, and now tuimiig his head to 
lc(i allei a (ottage maiden wlio crossed their 
])ath Tlic hoi sc lien, therefore, s<5on oveitook 
them on the loid 

'1 lifir niimbeis amounted to ten men, of whom 
the two who lode loicmost seemed to bo persons 
of eonsidei iblc impoitmce, and the others their 
atteiidaiitb It w is not difficult to ascertain the 
condition and dm actci of one ol these person 
ages lie was obviously aii ccclesiastio oi high 
lank , his dress was that of a Cistercian monk, 
hut coiuTioscd of nidtciidls much linei thw those 
whidi the lule of that order admitted. His 
mantle and hood wete of the best Flanders clotli^ 
and fell 111 ample, and not iingracefiU folde, 
around a liandsomc, though somewhat porpulent 
pel son Ills countcnanco Dore as little ^e marks 
of self denial, as his habit indicated contempt 
of worldly aplcndoui His features might have 
been called good, had there liot larked und^r 
the pent house of hir oyo that sly ej^iouir^ 




indxoaies tlie cautious \oluptiiary. 1 
Ja fcapeots, hi 9 piofission and situation 

liad HUght him ^ TCad\ couiniand ovci liis conn 
tcuauoe) uhiolilic could coiitiacl at pkasure into 
aolemmty'} althoujjh its natural (xpicssion uas 
tliat of good humoured social indulge. nee hi 

doiianoe of convciitujl rules, and the. edicts of 
popes and councils, tin sleeves of tins digiutaiy 
wojc lined and tmned up 'with iiih fuis, his 
mantle secured at the tin oat uith a golden clasp, 
and the 'whole diess piopci to liis older is much 
jeiined upon and oniamcntcd as th it of a Qiiikci 
beauty of the piosciit day 'wlio, while she let mis 
the gaib and costume ol her sect, continues to giv t 
to its simplicity, by tlie choice of matciials ind 
the mode of disjKisnig tl%m, d icitain aii of 
coquettish attire tion, suoiiiing but too iiiuth 
of the vanities of the woild 
This worthy ehurtliin in lode upon a 'well fed 
ambling mule, whose fuiiiituic was highly dec oi 
ated, and w 110*50 biidlc, aceoiding to the fashion 
of the day, w as oinamcntc d w itli sil vci bell In 

his sc it h hid nothing of the awkwaidiuss of 
the coiiient, but d splayed the easy and habituil 
giaee of a well ti iiiie cl hoisomaii Indeed, it 
seemed that so humble a couvcjaiice is 1, mult, 
in however good c , iiid howcvei well biol tn 
to a pleasant and accommoditing amide, was 
only used by the gillaut monk loi tiiielling 
on the load A lay biotbei, one of these who 
followed 111 the ti iin had, loi liis use on ollici 
occasions, one of the most h indsoiiie faj) iiiisli 
jennets e\o» bicd in Andalusii, whieli iiHichinls 
useel at that time to luipoit, with gieat lioubJt 
and iisk, for the us of jui e>i s of weiltli iiid 
distinction Ihe iddle and housings ot this 
supoib )>altiey weie coieied by i long fooUlotli, 
which icaehed iieaily to the gioiiiid, and on 
which weio iiehly einbioidtied mitiis, eiossts, 
and other ceolesiastie il omblcins Anotlni Ixy 
brother led a sumplei mule, loaded ]»iol il ly 
with his sufeiioi s bargago , and two monks ol 
his own 01 (Ter, of lufeiior station, lode togctlui 
in the xoar, laughing md coniei sing with each 
other, without t iking mucli notice of the otlici 
membeis of the eivaleade 

^le companion of ilio Cliuich dignit iiv w is a 
man 1 ist forty, thin stioiig tall, uid uiuseul 11 , 
an atiitetie figure, whic*li long fitigue and ctii 
stant cxeieise seemed to have left none of the 
softer pait of the human foi in, hiving leJneed 
the whole to biawn, bones, and smews, v^hieh 
had Bustamed a thousand toils, and were icndy 
to dare a thousand nioi t IIis head w as cover c d 
with a scrailet cap, Iweel with fui — of tint kind 
which the Freiieli call m ulicij fiom its icsem 
blanoe to the shape of an imiiteil nioitii Ills 
countonanee w IS theiefoit fully disjdajcd, and 
its expression was calculated to impiess a degree 
of awe, if not of fcai, uixm sti angers High 

features, natuially strong and powe ifully cxpics 
* s^ve, had been burnt almost into negio blackness 
by constant cicjtosuic to tbo tiopual Bun, and 
might, ^ their oidiuaiy state, be said to slumbci 
a?Sr the storm of passion had passed away , but 
the piojection of tlie veins of the forehead, the 
readiness with which the upper lip and its tliiek 
black moustaches quuored upon tho slightest 
©irioiion, plainly intimated that the tempest 
iniglit be again and easily awaUnod. His kc^ a, 


piercing dark ^yes told in every gianoo a history 
ol dilhcultiei subdued and dangers daied, and 
stomed to challenge opposition to Ins wishes, loi 
the pkasuii of sweeping it fiom his load by a 
detcinim(d excition of coinage and of will, a 
deep sen on his bic>w gave additional stcinuess 
to his countc nance and a sinislei expression to 
out rf his eyes, winch h id been slightly ix^iured 
cn the same occision, and ol wlncli the vision, 
though peilc et, was 111 a slight ind ^mtial degico 
distoitcu 

Tho uj pti chess ol tins jicr^mage nscnibledi ^ 
tbit of his ccmpinioii 1 1 sbajK, being a long 
nunislic Mantle but the toloiu, being seailct, 
showed tl it he did nc t Iclong to any of the four 
icgulii oidc IS c#t me 11k On the light shoulder 
of the inuitk llicit was cut iii white cloth, a 
Lioss of a ]»cculiii loiTu This uumi lobo coni 
ec ikd whit it lust \iow seemed 1 itlici iiicon* 
sisUnt Willi its loirn, a slinl, namely, of linked 
mail, 'With sleeve and gloves ct the same, 
cuiiously ])laitcel and intciwovtn as flexible to 
the body as those wliitb iie now wioiight 111 the 
stocking loom, out of less olthirifo matenals 
llio lf)ie]ait ef Ins thighs, wlitie the folds of 
ins nuntk peiinitlcel them to 1 e steii, weie also 
toveicel with Imkfd mail, Hu kiues and feet 
weie dcJciiekel b> splints, ri linn plates of steel, 
ingeniously p)iiitt el iijion cicli otbci , and mail- 
hose, i( itlniig Item the inkh to the knee, 
dice tiially | » otcete d the le gs ind completed the 
iidei s defensive aimoui In Ins giidle he wore 
a long and double edged diggei, winch was the 
only olfensivo we ijimi about Ins jieison 

Ilcioek, not a mule like Ins coTii]>aiuon, but 
a siiong liaekne y fe 1 the loan, to s ive 1ns gallant 
wuhoisc wlneh a sejiuie led behind, fully 
aeeoutied fci bittle with a elninfion 01 jdaited 
luad jncec upon his lifud, hiving i shoit spike 
jrtoieetiiig liom the fiont On one side of the 
s iddk hung a slioi 1 1 attic a\c, 1 le hly inlaid with 
Dimiseene c living, on the other the rider’s 
plumed he id piece* iiid liood of mill, with a long 
twoliindcel swoid, used by the chivalry of the 
]e lod A set Olid sejuiu held aloft Ins master’s 
Imct, fiom the cvtiemily of wlneh fluttcicd a 
iiiJI laiideiok, ei stieanui honing a eioss of 
the siiiic luiin v\ith tint e ml loideiLcJ ution lliS 
cloik Tie al 1 e lined Ins small tiiangular 
shir id, biuid enon h at the top to inotect the 
bu ist, and fiom tlicnee diiiuinslnng to a point. 

It was eovciedwitli a seailct (loth, which pr6^ 
vented the de vice fi mi being seen 

llicse two squires were followed by tw 0 atltend** 
ants, who c dark visiges, white tin bans, and the 
Oiuiital foim of then gaiments, showed them 
to bo native s c/f some distant Lastern country * 
Tic w bole apj)o nance of tins waiiioi and hlH 
retinue* w is wild and outlandish , the dwes of 
his squires was goige ous, and his ISastein attend^ 
ants woie silvci collirs round then tin oats, and 
bracelets of tho sime metal upon then swarthy 
kgs and arms, of Vhich tho lattei wore naked 
fiom tho elbow, and tho foimci from mid leg to 
ankle Silk and embroidery distinmshcd their 
di esses, and maikod the wealth and importance 
of their mastei , foimitig, at the same time, a 
striking contrast with the martial eimpbcity ^ 

^ 
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\ an Wn &tbl»e. They were amicd with crooked 
Babto<, having the hilt and baldric inlaid with 
gold, and matched with Turkish daggers of yet 
more oosily \\orkmanbhii). Each of them boro 
at his ‘saddlebow a bundle of darts or javelins, 
about four Icet in length, having shaip steel 
heads, a woa 2 )on much in use among Ihc Saiaceiia, 
and of whi(}h the momoiy is yet ])roM'i ved in the 
martial oxerciso calhd 7iV Jerndj still [iractiscd 
in the Eastern countries. 

The steeds ot these attendants w(‘re in ap]K*ai- 
anoe as foreign as their liders. They weie of 
Saracen origin, and eonseqiieiitly ol Aiabian 
descent ; and their line, slender limbs, small fet- 
locks, thill manes, and easy, sjuingy motion, 
formed a marked contrast with the large-jointed, 
heavy horses, of whieli the raei‘ was cultivated 
in Flanders and in N'urmainly, tor mount mg tin 
men-at-arms ot the peiiod m all tlie {)«ino})ly of 
plate and mail ; and Avhieh, jdaeod by the side 
of those Eastern coursers, might li.ive jias'.cd for 
a personi Heat ion of substance ami ol sluvlow. 

The singular apiK'a ranee of this easaleade not 
only attracted the curiosity of Wamba, but ev- 
citod oven that of liis less volatile eoin]>anioi). 
The monk he instantly know to be tlie l*iioi of 
Jorvaulx Abbey, well knouii for many mihs 
around as a lover of the eliase, of the b<inquet, 
and, if lame did him not wrong, of otherworldly 
pleasures still more iiieoiisisteut with his iiiouastic 
vows. 

Yet so loose wore the ideas of the times respect- 
ing the conduct of the clergy, Avh ether secular 
or regular, that tlie Prior Ayiiier maintained a 
fair onaraoter in the iieighboiiiliood of Ids abliey. 
lILs free and jovial teinner, and the readme ,s 
with which ho grantocl absolulioii from all 
ordinary delimi^ueiicios, rendered him a favourile 
among the nooihty and principal gentry, to 
several of whom he Avas allied by bii th, being of 
a distinguished Borman finiily. The ladies, in 
particular, were not disposed to scan too nicely 
the morals of a man who Avas a professed admirer 
of their sex, ami who possessed many means of 
dispelling the eiiiiui Avliicli was too ajd to intiudo 
upon the halls and lioAvers of an ancient feudal 
castle. The jirior mingled in the .sjioits of the 
field with more than due eagerness, and A\as 
allowed to possess Ihc be.l tiaimd 1 SAvks and 
the fleetest greyhounds iii th** Morlh Hiding, — 
circumstances which stroiiglv rceoin mended him 
to the youthful gentry. ith tlie old, he had 
another part to play, AA'hieh, Avlieu needful, ho 
could sustain with groat dt'eorum. Ilis know- 
ledge of books, however suiicrlieial, was .sullicient 
to impress ui>oii their ignorance icspoet for his 
Stipposod leiniiiig; and the gravity of his de- 
norimont and language, aaiUi the higii lone wliii h 
lie exerted in set tin orih tlie authority of the 
Cburoh and of the piiesthood, iiujiresbcd them no 
less witli an oplmon ot his i.aiielity. Even the 
eomiaon jicople, tin severt‘st erit ies of the conduct 
\ of their betters, had eoinnnseration with the 
j Aymcr. Ho avos generous ; and 




pA it is well kfiowu, eovereth a multitude 
atlothor sense than that in which it ib 


^ to do «0 in Scripture. The revenues of the 
jUdmuBtery, of which a large part was at liis 
tjrhile thej gave him the means of 
' ‘ " ■* k hi? own niy cotieiderable expeuscs; 


I mm i tiftn 

afforded also those largesses which he bestowed 
among the peasantry, and with which ho fre^, 
quently relieved the distresses of the oppressed* 
If Vrior Aymer rode hard in the chase, or re- 
mained long at the banquet,— -if Prior Aymer 
Avas bcon, at the early p of dawn, to enter the 
postern of tlio abbey, as ho glided home from 
sonic rendezvous vsdiich had oecuiiicd the hours of 
darkness, men only shraggod uj) tlieir shoulders, 
and rcconeiled themselves to his irregularities 
by recollecting that the same were jiraetisod by 
many oi liis brothroii Avho had no redeeming 
qualities whatboever to atone for them. Prior 
Aymci*, therefore, and his character, were well 
kiioiMi to our Saxon serfs, avIio made their rude 
obeisance, and reeciA^fll his * Mcncdicilc, 
in rc turn. 

liut the singular aiipeaiaiioe of his companion 
and his attendants arrested their attention and 
excited their wonder, and fliey could bcarccly 
attcml to the Prior of .lorA^aulx’ ([uestion, when 
he demanded if they kncAV ot any jilace of liar- 
bouiMge in the vicinity ; so much were they 
&ur|)ii«ed at the half momistie, half military 
ai»pcarance of the swarthy sti anger, and at the 
uncouth diess and arms of his Eastern attend- 
ants. It is ])robal)le, too, that the language in 
A\liich the l»enedi( tioii was confened, and the 
information asked, sounded ungiaeious, lliough 
not pToliably uiiiiitclligible, in the caib of the 
Saxon jicasaiits. 

‘1 asked you, my children,' said the jnior, 
raising his voice, and using the liu^ifaa Frauea, 
or mixed language, in Avliicb the Norman and 
Saxon races conversed Avilh eaeli other, ‘if there 
1)0 in this neigliboiiiliood any good man, aaIio, 
for the love of (Jod, and de\otion to Mother 
Church, AAull^ive two of liei humblest servants, 
with their tram, a night’s hosiiilality and 
refi eshinent ? ’ 

This be sjiokeAvith atone of eonsqioiis imjiort- 
aiiee, whicdi formed a stiong contrast to the 
modest terms which he thought it proper to 
employ. 

‘Taao of the humblest servants of Mother 
Church!’ repeated 'Wuinba to himself, — but, 
fool us he was, taking eaie not to make his 
observation auclible ; ‘ 1 should like to see her 
.seneschals, her chief butlers, and her other jiriu- 
ei^ial domestics ! ’ 

After this internal commentary on flic ))rior'8 
sjieeeli, he raised Jiis eyes, and riqilied to the 
qm*stion whirHi had been jnit. 

‘If the leverend fathers,' he said, ‘loved good 
cheer and soft lodging, li w miles of liding would 
carry them to tlic ITioiy of Jhiiixworth, Avhero 
their quality could not but secure them the 
most lioiiourable roeci)tioii ; or, if they preferred 
.sjionding a ])enitential evening, they might turn 
dowm yonder wild glade, which would bring 
them to tbe hermitage of Cojuuaiiliurst, where 
}nouH anchoret AAoiild make them sharers for the» 
night of the shelter of his roof and the benefit 
of his prayers.' * 

The prior shook his head at both proposals. 

‘ Mine lionest friend,' said he, ‘ if the jangling* 
of thy bells had not dizzied thine undcrstatiaing, 
thou mightest have known Cl^ricus elerleum 
non decimcU ; that is to say, we ohnrohniien do* 
not exhaust each other’s hospitality, but ratlner 
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reqtkil^ that the laity, giving them thus 
aoi opportunity to serve Ood in honouring and 
relietmg his appointed servants.’ 

‘It is'*' true,’ replied 'Wainha, ‘that I, hoing 
but an ass, am, nevertheless, honoured to bear 
the bells as well as your reverence’s mule ; not- 
withstanding, I di(I conceive that llio cliaiity 
of Mother Church :ii'l her scrvaiils iniglit be 
said, with other chaiiiv, to begin at home.’ 

‘A truce to thine insolence, fellow,’ said the 
armed rider, break iug in on liis jn attic with a 
high and stern voice, ‘ and tell us, it thou canst, 
the road to — How called you your Iraiiklin, 
I’lior Aymcr If * 

*Cc<iric,’ answered the piior ; ‘(^diic the 
Saxon, — Tell me, good fol^)w, aie we m*ar Jus 
dwelling, and cmi you show us the load t ’ 

‘The road will bo unea>y to iiiid,' aiisweied 
(birth, who broke sileiRM* lor the lust time, * and 
tlio family of Cedric i el Lie early to n.st.’ 

‘ Tush, toll not me, fellow,’ said the military 
rider; ‘ ’tis easy for them to aiiso and supply 
the wants of travellers such as wo aio, who will 
not stoop to beg the hospitality which W’o have 
a right to ooiimiand.* 

‘1 knownotj’&nidOurth sullenly, ‘if I should 
show the way to my master’s house, to those who 
ilemand as a right the shelter wliicli most aic 
fain to ask as a tavour.’ 

‘Do you dispute with me, ala\ei* s,ud the 
soldier ; and, setting spin s to his hoise, he eaiis< d 
him make a demivolte aeioss the jiatli, laisiiigat 
the same tftne the lidiiig rod which lie hehl m 
his hand, with a juirpoio of chastising what ho 
considered as the iih.oieiito of the peasant. 

Gurth darted at him a savage and revengeful 
scowl, and with a fierce, yet liesitating motion, 
laid his hand on the haft of his knife ; but the 
interference of Tiior Aymcr, wdio puslu^l bis 
mtilo betwixt bis eomjtnnioii and tin* swinelieid, 
prevented tV meditated violence, 

‘ Nay, by Saint Mary, bi other IJriaii, you must 
not think you arc now in Taleslim*, piedominat- 
ing over heathen Turks and infidel Saracens ; we 
islanders love not blows, sa\e those of holy 
Church, who chasteiieth whom sliolo>eth. TeJl 
me, good fellow,’ said ho to Wamha, and seconded 
his .speech hy a small piece of silver coin. Mho 
way to Cediie the Saxon’s ; you cannot he ignor- 
ant of it, and it is your duly to diiect the 
wanderer even wliCii his chaiact<*r is less .*amti- 
hed than ours.’ • 

‘In tiTitli, venerahlo father,’ answeied the 
jester, ‘the vSaraeen head of your right rcveitiid 
companion has frightened out of mine the way 
home— I am not sure I shall get there to-night 
myself.* 

‘Tush,’ said the prior, Mhou caiist tell us if 
thou wilt. This revel end hrotlior has been all 
his life engaged in Jigliting among the Saracens 
for the recovery of the Holy Sei»ulclire ; ho is 
of the order of Knights Tein]dais, w'hoin you 
may h%ve hoard of ; he is half a monk, half a 
soldier.^ 

‘ If ho is but half a monk,’ said the jester, ‘he 
should not bo wholly unreasonable with those 
whom he meets upon tho road, even if they should 
be in no hurry to answer questions that no way 
ooncem them.’ 

'I forgive thy wit/ replied tie prior, ‘on 


condition thou wilt show mo tlie way to Cediic’s 
uiaiibioii.’ 

‘Well, then,’ answered Wamba, ‘your rever- 
ences must hold on this ]>ath till you come to a 
sunken cross, of which scarce a cubit’s length 
remains above ground ; tbeii take the path to 
tho Iclt, for tlioie are four which moot at Sunken 
fhoss, and I tiust your icveronces will obtain 
slielter before tlic storm eonu.s on.' 

The juioi Ih.inked his cage adviser; and thO 
c<i\<ih\'ul<‘, setting s)»iiia to their horses, rode on 
as nun do w'ho wiOi to leacli their inn before the 
huistiug of a night storm As their lioiscs’ hoofs 
<lu‘d awaj, Gurth said to his companion, * If they 
Jollow tfiy wise diicclion, the leveicud fathers 
will liaidU'' reach llollierwood tins night.’ 

‘No,’ said tlio jest* i‘, giinnnig, ‘but they may 
leaib Shelhehl if they lui\c gnod link, and that 
is as lit a phu*e lor tin m. 1 tun not so bad a 
woodsman as to .diow the dog wbcie the clccr lies, 
it I liave no miiul‘be should (‘base him,’ 

‘Thou ait light,* said Guith ; ‘it wcio ill that 
A3mer saw' the Lady itowena ; and it w’cro worse, 
it nniy he, lc>r Cediie to (piaiitl, as is most likely 
he would, with lliis militaij’' niouk. But, liko 
g(»od servants, let us hear and sec, and say 
nothing.’ 

We n‘fuiu to the ridcis, who had soon left the 
Imndsmen lar heliind them, and wiio maintained 
the following convcisaliouin tlic Norman-Frcijcli 
language, usually ciiijdcycd hy tho suiuuior 
classes, with tho excc])tiou of tho few wdio wcio 
still inclined to boast their Saxon descent. 

‘What mean these lellowshy their copiicious 
insolence ? ’ said the Tem])hir to tlio IJoiiedictine, 
‘and wliy did you ])roveut mo from chastising 
it?’ 

‘Murry, bi other liiian,’ replied the prior, 
‘touching the oiio of them, it wcio haid for ino 
to lender a loasoii for a fool speaking uceouliug 
to his folly; and the other chuil is of that 
'.avage, lieree, intr.ii table laco, some of whom, aa 
1 have otteii told you, aie still to be haind among 
the descendants of the eoiicpierecl Saxons, and 
whose supreme jdeasiiiH it is to t(‘slify, by all 
means in their pov\cr, theii* aveision to their 
compierors/ 

‘1 would soon have beat him into courtesy/ 
obseived Ihian ; * I am accustomed to deal with 
.sm h sj>iiitH. Our Tuikisli cajdivcKS are as fierce 
and intractable as Odin himself could have been ; 
yet two months in my hou-schold, under the 
management of 1113 master of tlie .slaves, has 
made them hiimhle, siibmiHsive, Bcrviceable, and 
(d)servant of your will. Marry, sir, you must 
beware of the jioison and the dagger; for they 
use eitli(‘r with free w'ill when you give them* tho 
shghtcat oppoituiiity.’ 

‘ Ay, but,’ answered Trior Aymcr, ‘ every laud 
has il.s ow'ii manners and fashions ; and beside$ 
that beating this fellow could procure us uo 
iiifonuatiou icsjicotiug tho road to Cedric’s house, 
it would have been sure to have established a 
quarrel betwixt you and him bad we found our- 
way thither. Remember wliat 1 told you ; this 
wealthy franklin is proud, fierce, jealous, and 
iriitablo ; a withstander of tho nobility, and oven 
of Ins neighbours, Reginald Front-do-Bceuf and’ 
Philip Malvoism, who are no babes to strive wiUn 
Ho stands qp do stomly fojr the prixil^poa of liiii 
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is ^0 }^oud of his uninterrui>ted descent 
TWHi Hereward, a renowned cliampion of the 
that he is univcrsalljr called Cedric 
the* Saxon ; and makes a boast of his belonging 
to a i)eonlo from whom many others endeavour 
to hiuo tneir descent, lest they should encounter 
a share of the wc v/c/is, or severities imposed 
upon the vanquished.' 

‘Prior Aymer,*said the Templai, *yoii are a 
man of gallantry, learned in the study of bra-uty, 
and as expert as a troubadour in all matters 
concerning tlie aiTcts of love ; but I shall 
ex£)ect much beauty in this celebrated Uoweua, 
to counterbalance the self-denial and foibeatance 
which I must exe*iL, if I am to couit the fa\our 
of tuch a seditious chuil as you Iunc dcscril»cd 
her fathei Cedne.’ 

‘Cedric is no^ her fatlici,' lojdied the piioi, 
‘and is but of remote i elation ; sho is descended 
from higher blood than ev<‘ii he ])rctonds to, and 
is but distaiitly coiiiiecled with hiiii by hiilli. 
Her guardian, however, ho is, selt coiiatilutcd as 
I bouevo ; but his ward is as deai to him as it 
she were his own chi hi. 01 her beauty you shall 
soon bo judge ; aud il the puiity ot hei com- 
ploxion, and the majestie, yet soft cxpiession of 
a mild blue eye, do not chase fi oin your memory 
the hlaok-tressed giils of ralcstiiic, ay, or the 
hoiiris of old Hahound’s ]>ara(lise, 1 am an intldcl 
and no true son of the Clmreli.’ 

‘Should your boasted beauty,' said the 
Templar, ‘ be weighed in tlie balance aud found 
wanting, you know our wager ? ' 

‘ My gold collar,’ answeied the piior, ‘ajgainst 
ten butts of Chian wine ; — they are mine as 
securely as if thov were already in the convent 
vaults, under the Iccy of old Dennis tlie cellarei.' 

‘And I am myself to bo the judge,* said the 
Templar, ‘and am only to be convicted on my 
own admission, that 1 have seen no maiden so 
' beautiful since I'entccost was a twelvemontli. 
lUn it not so ? — Piior, your collar is in danger ; 
^ I will wear it over my gorget in the lists of 
Ashby-deTla-Zoiichc. ' 

* mn it fahly,* said the piior, ‘and wear it as 
yo will ; I will liiist your giving true lesjionsc, 
on your word as a knight aud as a churenmau. 
Yet, brother, take my advice, and file } our tongue 
to a little 11101 e coiutesy than your habits of 
predomiuating over infidel ^-aptives and Kastcin 
bondsmen have aeons tomed you, Ccdiic the 
Saxon, if offended, - and he is no way slack in 
taking offonco, — is a man who, without resjiect to 
your knighthood, my high olEce, or the sanctity 
of cither, would clear his house of us, and simd 
118 to lodge w itli the larks, though the hour wcio 
midnight. And bo caioful how you look on 
Roiii^eua, whom lie clicridics with the most jealous 
, taro 3 an he take tin least alarm in that niuitcr, 
iWto are but lost men. It is said he baiiisljcd his 
lijbtily son from his family for lifting liis oyes in 
of alfection towards this beauty, who 
any be worsliijiped, it seems, at a distance, but 
k'llbii to be ap 2 )roacbcd with other 1 hough ts than 
■*"*1 to we bring to the shrine of the Blessed 

^ you have said enough,' answered the 
><t ^ 1 iml for a night put on the needful 
i deport me as meekly as a maidoU ; 
iihe fiMMT ipfl' Ate exseUing m by violence. 



myself and^8q[uire8» with Stamol^ 
will warrant you against that disgrace. Po^bt 
not that we shall bo strong^enough to makegqod 
our qiiarteis.* 

‘\vc must not let it come so far/ answered 
the i)rior ; ‘but here is the clown's sunken cross, 
and the night is so dark that wx can hardly See 
which of the loads w’e aie to follow. He bid us 
turn, I tliiiik, to tho left.' 

‘To the light/ said Biian, ‘ to tho best of my 
remembrance. ’ 

‘To tlie left, ceitainly, the left; I remember 
his jiointmg with liis wooden sword.' 

‘ Ay, but he held his sw'ord in his left hand, 
am! so ])ointed across his body with it,* said the 
Templar. J 

Kacli maintained his opiiiioi. with sufficient 
obstinacy, as is usual in all such cases; the 
altondaiiLs were appealed to, but they had not 
been ncai enough to hear '\^ aiiiba’s directions. 
At length Hiiau rcnhiiked, what had at first 
eseapod him in the twilight ; ‘ Hcie is some one 
either asleep, or lying dead at the foot ot this 
iiosa -llugr), stii him with the biiti-cnd of thy 
lance.* 

This w^as no sooner done than the figure aiose, 
exclaiming in j<ood Kreiieh, ‘ Whosoever thou 
ait, it is discourteous in you to disturb my 
tlionghts.* 

‘We did but wish to ask you,’ said the prior, 

‘ the load to Ilothcrwood, the abode of Codne tho 
Saxon,* 

‘I myself am bound tbitlicr,* leplied the 
stianger ; ‘ and if I liad a lioisc, I w'outd bo your 
guide, lor the way is somcwliat intricate, though 
perfectly well known to me.* 

‘Thou shalt have both thanks and leward, 
my fnend,* said the prior, ‘ if thou w'ilt bring us 
to Oediie's in safety.^ 

And lie caused one of his attendants to mount 
his own led hoi'se, and give that uj^n which he 
had hitherto ridden to the stranger, who was to 
servo for a guide. 

Their conductor pursued an opposite road from 
thatwhicli Waniba had recommended, for tho pur- 
po sc of misleading them, l^ho ]>ath soon led deeper 
into the woodland, and crossed more than one 
brook, tho apinoach to which was rendered peril- 
ous by tho marshes through wliieh it flowed ; but 
the stianger seemed to know% as if by instinct, tho 
soundest ground and the safest points of passage ; 
and by dint of caution and attention, Drought 
the ]>aity safely into a wild^T avenue than any 
they had yet seen ; and, pointing to a large, low, 
iriogiilar building at the iijiper extrenutv, he 
Slid to the iirior, ‘Yonder is Kotlierwooa, the 
dwelling of Cedric the Suxon.* 

This w^as a joyful intimation to Aymer, whose 
nerves w'crc none of tho strongest, and who bad 
suilcrod such agitation and alarm in tho cbuirso 
of passing tliroiigli the dangerous bogs, that , 
had not yet had the curiosity to ask his j^ido d 
single (luestion. Finding himself now at his OSs^ ' 
and near shel ter, liis curiosity began to awake, and 
he demanded of the guide who and what he 
‘A palmer, just returned from the Holy Land/ 
was tho answer. 

‘You had better have tarried there to flgjit 
for tho recoveiy of the Holy SepuloJire/ paidT 
Templar, 
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revereftd Sit Kaiglit/ ans^\ored the 
pwpIsiP, W*vrhom the a^kpearauco of the Tmplar' 
jperfeotly familiar , ^ hut i;vhtii those who 
ati under oath to recover the holy city aio 
found travelling at such a distance from the 
BOone of their duties, cm you \ioiidor tint a 
peaceful peasant like me should docliiio the I isk 
which they ha\o abiiidonod « 

TheTemphrwoul lia\cnudc inanyry reph, 
hut was intemipied hy ilu jnioi, i\ho i^un 
expressed hia astonishment lliat their guido, 
aftei such long absence, should lo so i)cilectly 
acquainted with the ]ns&cs of the loiest 

was born a nitiv< of these jiiits, msucied 
their guide, and as he made tin i( ] ly they stoo I 
before the mansion of C<d|n, a low, iiic^iilii 
building, contvyiiiig s(vcnl couityaids oi en 
dosuKS, extending o\ci a eonsilciille s] n.e of 
ground, and whieh, though its si/c aigutd the 
inhabitant to bo a ptrsm of i\eilth, elifleie I 
entirely fioin the till tniutcd, and cistdlited 
buildings in w huh Ilu Norman nobilit} icsidtd, 
and ^liuh had befomo the uimcrsil st}lc of 
aichitcctuic tliioughout Lnglinl 

Rothoiwood w IS not, bowcvei, without ele 
fences , no hibitation, m tint distiul cd pciiod, 
could have been so, without the iisk ot b« mg 
plundered and burnt hcfoic the nevt morning 
A deep fosse, or ditch, was diawn lound the 
whole building, and tilled with w itci horn a 
neighbouring sticam A double stoekado, oi 
palisade, composed of pointed beams, winch the 
adjacent foupsi sup])luu, dtfcndfd the oiitci and 
inner bank of the tu iich 1 here w as an c ntrance 
from the west through the outer stoc kadc , which 
communicated by a dr iw bridge witli a similai 
opening m the interior deltnces Some pro 
cautions had been tiken to place these eiitianccs 
under the protection of ])ro]ecting angle'’, by 
which they might bo flanked in case of iiefd by 
archers oi sliiigcrs 

Before thi^ entrance the Templar w ound lus 
horn loudly , foi the rain, which had long 
threatened, began now to descend Avith great 
violence. 
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Then (sad relief) fiom the bleik coist that heais 
The German OlclU rou detj blooming string 
And 3 cllow hair d, the blue tyed^axon came 
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In a hall, the height of which was greatly dis 
proportioned to its exticmo length and width, a 
long oaken table, formed of planks rough luwn 
from the forest, and which had scaicely icccived 
any polish, stocxl ready pieparod for the evening 
meal of Cedno the S i\on The roof, composcil 
of beams and rafters, had nothing to divide the 
a^rtment from the sky excepting the planking 
nnd thatch , there was a huge fireplace at eithi r 
end of the hall, but as the chimneys weie con- 
nthicted m a very clumsy mannci, at least as 
much of the smoke found its way into the ajmrt 
ment as escaped by the projier vent. The 
leonaUnt vapour which this occasioned had 
r polished the rafters and beams of the low browed 
llJ], en«r«s1»ig tlieiQ idtb a TViHBb Qf 
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soot. On iha Hides ot the apartment hung 
iniplomeuts of war and of the chase, and Uieio 
wu( at eidi corner folding doois, which gave 
atuss to othci paits of the extensive building. 

Lhe oflui a])])ointmcuts of tlie mansion partook 
of Ilu Hide wmpluity of the Saxon peiiodj which 
( idiu j>i [lu I iiiinstlf upon maintaining. The 
flooi w IS Loinjoscd of ( iith mixed with lime, 
li )ddcii into \ Inid substance, such as is oftefl 
employed iii flooi mg our modern bams, tof 
ah( Ilf one (piuid ol Ilu lingthoi tbo apoitmeniv 

the ilooi 1 is 1 Used b\ a ste]) and this spaeOji 
whuh was eallid tlu dais, w is oieiij ud only by 
the piiiu i]>il mcmbtis of ilu 1 imil}, and visitors 
of distiiK ti m 1(1 tins j nil ‘ se, a tabic iichly 
co\(icd with SI iiht d th w is jdiiid tian‘?'icisely 
uross the phlldin, fnni the middle of which 
i in the longd md lowti hoaid, at which the 
<1( nuslus md mffiioi j eisi ns le 1 down tuwaid$ 
the bottom of tlu hill Ih whole resembled 
the foiin ol tlu littei 'J, oi some of those ancient 
dinnei t ihli », whuh, anan^ud on the same 
limeijihs, nny 1( still s((ii in the antique 
eolhg sot Oxl( idol C nnbiul^i Miisdao ehaus 
nnl sdtks of (ai\eel ( ik weit jhred uj on the 
(Ills, iiuloaci tlusc s( its an I tlu inoie devated 
tilk w IS lisltiud a caiu j y (f doth, which 
sdvcdin some dc,^ue to piddt the dignitaries 
who 0((Upicd tint distmgin lud station hoirt 
ilu w( itlui, md (s])((iall} (lom the laiit, which 
m some plwcs bund its way tint ugh the ill- 
const ruettd rool 

I he walls of this upper end of tl c hall, as far 
as the dais exteiuhd, w( tr eo\ei(d with liangings 
01 cult uiis and upon the floor then w as a carpets 
bDtli of whuh wcie adorned with 'onu attempts 
attapcstiy oi cnibioukij ,ex( ciited withbiiUiant 
or 1 it lu i gaudy colou nng 0\ ei the low or range 
of labh, the roof, as wo hi\c noticed, had no 
cox (ring, the rough pUstered walls were left 
hue and tlu iud( tartlicn floor was uncarpeted ; 
the board was uncovered hy a cloth, and rude 
ma'sivL henehes supplied tlu ])laep of chairs. 

In the c( litre of the uiptr tal li weio placed 
two (bins moic tk\ iltd thin tlu lesl, for tlio 
niistci and imsticss of the family, who piesidcd 
ovei Ihf s((np of hosjiitahty, and fiom doing bO 
deiixtd tluH Sixou title of honoui, which 
sigiiilus 'the Dixidiis of Ihead * 

To each of the so chairs was iddtd a footstool, t t 
cuiiously cii3cd and inlaid with noiy, which ^ 
maik of distnutjon X3as pccnlnr to them One 
of these sc its was it present occupied by Cedno 
the Saxon, who, though hut in rank a tbone, w, 

IS tlie Normans called him, a franklin, felt, at ^ 
the delay of his excning meal, an untahlo 
imiMiticncc, which might luxe become analderi* 
m in, whetlicr of ancient or of modem times. i 

It ajipearcd, indeed, fiom the countonauce of 
tins piopnctor, that ho was of a frank, but 
hast) and cboleiu temper. lie was not aboxo v 
the middle stature, but broad shouldered, long- 
armed, and ])Owcrfully made, like one accustomed 
to endure the fatigue of war or of the chase , hia ^ 
face w os broad, with largo blue eyes, opan and 
frank features, fine tooth, and a wrelj formed 
head, altogether expressive of that sort of good 
humour which often lodges with a sudden and 
hasty temper, Ptide and jealousy there was fiij 
for ]ii» All 1)1^ Imw iA 
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k' tights whkJj. weto constantly liable to invasion ; 
^ MkI tlio pioirtpt, finy, and resolute disposition 
Of the nun lud bctii lv( pt constantly upon the 
Ol&rt by tlu ( 11 c mustanc cs of his situation Ills 
loni? yi llt»w lull nas upully diudcd on the top 
of his h 1 1 ml lip >n his hi(A\, and condicd do^\u 
onoaihsil t) Ih Icndh ol his shouldds it 
hii hut littli ten h lu y t » £rrty, allliough Ctdiit 
was ippi (ucliiiig t > Ins sixtieth ycir 

Ills dress \va> a tumo of foi( t giocn fuircd 
at the thioit iiul (ufls with whit was (ilhd 
nurifvci , a 1 iiid ol Ini nit ii i in ipulity t) 
eiminc, and toniud, it is Iduu 1 of the skin of 
the grey quin 1 ihu iloulUt him' nn 
buttomd oxii 111 f <!nss of siiilit wliidi ‘•it 
tight to hn h ) iv hi Ind I io( f Ik s of tlu siiii 
but they did not iridi h low the lowoi put of 
th( thigh, lea mg tin (Apeised Ills i ti 

lijilsuidals ofthc sum fishiouwitl tliope i mis 
but of hner inati uals ml seciiud in the fiont 
■with golden daps Jli hil liuehts <f ^dl 
Upon his arms iiid v hroi I < dlu (f tho sum 
piecious m t il ainml his ii d At out 1 is 
waist he wok a luhlvstiill d 1 fit ni whidi 
was stink a sli nt sti ii„ht iw » f 1^ 1 swoid with 
a shar]) point s> dispi I is ty hing ilnio-jt 
peipendieiilaily hy hu side H hml his « xt 
was Imng a s( iiht doth cl lak liiud with tin, 
and a < ip ol tho sinn mate mis iichh cm 
hioideud, winch eompl It I tin diess ol the 
opulent Undholdei wh n ho chose to go ioilh 
A shoit bon sptii, with i lioad and hiight 
steel head, also reeliiud against the hjwk ol Ins 
chair, whidi sa\ td him, win n I k walked ibio 1 1, 
for the pui poses of a still or of a wcipon, is 
chance might n quiie 

Soveiil doimsti s, whose dii held xuims 
propoitions hetwiKl tin iidines ol th ir mi tns 
and the eoais< and simjile it lac oi (hath the 
swineherd, wite.h(d the looks aid wiital tin 
eommands of the Sixon dignitny Two ei 
throe seivint^ of a siipeiioi oidei stiol hr la id 
then mastd npni the dais tin i st octuiitl 
the lowci ]>arl ol tlu hill Othci ittcnhnt 
there wem of a dilleifiit ehsiiijtioii, two >i 
thieo Uigc and higg'v gi()houid , sudi as 
were then emplntd m huiitmg ihe slig and 
wolf, aa muiv si w h mils ot a lu^e hmx 
breed, with tlmk md liigo lieils, an I hug 
eais , and one oi two ol dm smillu d gs, now 
tailed ttriKis, whidi w ait mI with impatunfctho 
aiii\al of th siippci hut, with the sigat < us 
knowhdgp (if ph^sngiioni> pcenliir to tluii 
lire, foihnre I ) iiitiii lo upon the moody sil me 
of their inist( 1 , ippifheiisiic jnohahly ol a sruill 
white tnmrhf m win h liy hy (’cdin s trendur, 
foi tho pmposo ot npdling the ad\ in cs of las 
four legged d( pen hilts One giisly old wolf 
dog alone with he ]ibfit\ of an inlulgcd 
favourite, h wl planted Inmsdf close b} the ehair 
of state, and oe < isioual ly \ c ntiired to solie it notic e 
by putting las laig« hiuy he id U|>on las mastci s 
Jmee, or pushing las nose aito las hand Jfiven 
ho was rejielled li) the stirn «onimand, ‘D)wn, 

' ^ ^ humour for 

?aot, Oediic, as we ha\o ohserxed was in 
placid state of mind The Lady Kow ena, 
|Hh pal been absent to attend an exening mass 
d^ul>oh/')iad but just returned, and 


was changing her garments, which had been 
wetted by the storm There was as yet no 
tidings oi Ourth and his charge, which should 
long since hax e been d"iven homo from the foicst , 
and such w is the mseeunty of the period, as to 
It mill it piohible tliai the delay might be cx- 
])1 lined hy some dt pi (datum of the outlaws, 
with whom the idjaccnt fojcst abounded, or by 
the violence of some ntighbouimg baron, whose 
consciousness of stiingtl made him equally 
negligent of the liws ot p-opeity The matter 
was ot ( oiiBCfjuoiK e, foi gi( at pait of the domestic 
we 1 1th of the Saxon projinctors consisted lu 
inimeious herds of swine, specially in forest 
hud, wheio those animals easily found then 
1 jod 

licsilcs these subjects of aT\xicty, the Saxon 
thim was inipitunt for the piescnce of Jus 
favouiite clown ^\ imhi, whose jests, such as 
they woe, scr\c(l foi a sort ot seasoning to Ins 
eioiiug me il and to tin deep diiughts of ale 
and wine with whu.h he was in the habit of 
accoinpinymg it Add to ill this, Cedne had 
listed siiKf noon, an 1 his iisii il supper lioui 
was 1 mg I ist a c uisf <1 nntitioii common to 
oiintiy s]nius hotli in me lent and modctii 
turn 3 Ills displcisiiic w IS (\pitsscd in biokcn 
sentences, jiartly imitteicd to himself, paitly 
addussed lo tho domestics who stood around, 
and ]>aiticiilarly to his enpheanr, who ofieud 
him fiom time to time, as i sedative, a silvei 
goblet filled with wme — ‘ Why tamos the Ijady 
Kow ena ? ' 

* She IS hut changing hei head gear,' leplied a 
female attendant, with as muih confidence as 
the layourilo lidy s mail usually answers tho 
master of a modem family, * you would not 
wish lici to sit down to the banquet in her hood 
ail 1 kutlo ? and no lady within tho slnrc can be 
quukci 111 arraying hersell than my mistress * 

Ihis undcniahle iiguincnt ])ioducod a sort of 
ac(iuieseent nm]>h ' on tlio ])iit of the Saxon, 
with the aelditum ‘I wish her devotion may 
choose lair we ithcr foi the next visit to Saint 
1 )hii s Kiik,-hut what, in the name of ten 
elcxil / eon tinned he turning to tho cupbearci, 
and laising 1 is voilc is il hipjiy to have found 
a chinnel into wliidi he might eliveit Ins indig 
nitron without fen or control *wliat, in the 
name of ten devils, keeps (»inth so long a field * 
I suppose we shall ha\e an evil account of the 
held , he was wqnt to he a f iithful and cautious 
diiidgo, and t had destined him for sometlimg 
hetb r , perchance T mighu oxen have made him 
one of my w aiders * 

Oswalel tho cuphcarei modestly suggested, 
* th it It w IS se ai eo an hour since the tolbng 
ol the ( 111 few,’ an ill chosen apology, since it 
turned upon a topic so harsh to Saxon ears. 

‘The foul fiend,' exclaimed Cedric, ‘take the 
cm few bell, and tho tyiannicdl bastard by whom 
it was devised, and the heaitless slave who 

* Ihe oriRinal has by which the S^Kons seem 

to have design ued a cliss of military attendants, sonus- 
times free, sometimes bondsmen, but always ranking above 
an rrdmary domestic whether m the royal household or 
in those of the ildei me i and thanes But the term cfttcA/, 
now spelt knight having been regeived into the English 
language as equivalent to the Norman word ohevali^, I 
have avoided using it m gs more ancient sense, tp^prpv^ 
confusion— L T 
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it with a Saxon ionguo to a Saxon ear I Quilhort I —muttered Cedric ; ^ Normans l>oth i 
The curfew I ’ he added, pausing ; * ay, the cur- —but, Norman or Saxon, the hospitality of 
few 5 which compels true men to extinguish Rotlioi-wood must not be impeached ; they are 
thoir lights, that thieves and robbers may work wolooine, siiicr they have chosen to halt — more 
their deeds- in darkness !- -Ay, the enriew ; — welcome would they have been to have riddrii 
Hoginald Front-dc-B(ouf and Pliilij) dc Malvoisiu fjrthcr on their wa3^ — Bui it were unworthy to 
know the use of the curfew ns well as William munniir for a nighl's lodgings and a night’s 
the Bastard himself, or ^’er a Norn urn advciitm or food; in the (iiiality of guests, at least, even 
that fought at Hastiuf^i. 1 shall hoar, i guess, Noimans iniisi fiiipj»rosa their insolence, — Co, 
that my properly has been swoj)r oll’to save from ITundobeit,’ ho a(M»Ml, to a sort of major-domo 
starving the huuOTy haiiditti, -svliom they oannot who sloorl bchiiul him with n white W’and ; 
support but by theft and rohhory. My faithful * lake siy ot the alt»‘ndnnts, and inlrodueo the 
slave is murdered, and my goods art* taken for a strangois If) the guests’ lodging. Look nfter 
prey — and Wamba— whore is Wainha^ Said their homes and nnili's, and sec their train lack 
not some one he had g»uio forth with Clinth ?’ nothing. Let them have change of vcblnients 
Oswald rejdicd in the aflh’inativc if they retiuiio it, and fire, and w'ater to wash, 

‘Ay! why, this is hotter and bettor! ho is and wine and ale ; and hwl the cooks add what 
carried off too, the Savon fool, to serve the they liastil 3^ can to our on cuing meal ; and let it 
Norman lord. Fools are we all indeed that he niit on the boa id whf'ii those strangers are 
serve tliem, and litter subjects for tlnir seoin leady to share it. Say to them, Iliindcbert, 
and laughter than jf we were l)oin with but half that Cedric would Imuself bid lliem welcome, 
our w'its. But 1 will be avenged,’ he added, but he is under a \f)\\ never to step more than 
starting from his chair in impatienee at the tin ee steps lioin the dais of his own hall to meet 
supposed injiny, and e.it(lirng hold ol his lioai- any who * hairs not the blood of Saxon ro3^alty. 
S])oar ; ‘I will go with 1113^ coin])lainl to the Ihgonc! set* tliem (arelnlly tfuided ; let them 
great eouneil ; i have irieiids, I havf* follow »*is not say in tlieir pride, the Saxon churl has 
man to man will I appeal the Noim.iii to tin* sliowri at once Ins ])oiert3’ and his avarice.* 
lists; let him eome in his ])late and his mail, The major -domodejiaitof], with several attend- 
and all that can render eowardiee )>ol<l ; 1 ha\e ants, to ovreute Ins master’s commands. ‘The 
sent such a javelin as this tlii'ough a stronger I’lior A3mier ' ’ repeated Cedrie, looking ta 
fence than tlirce of theii war-shi<‘lds • ilaply Oswald; ‘the brother, it I nrrstake not, of Giles 
they think me old ; but they shall find, alone dc Maule\cier, now lord of Middlehum?’ 
ami child I(^s as I am, the blood ol Ifereward rs Osw'ald made a lespcetful sign of assent, 

in the ^eins ol Cediie. Ah, Wilfred, Wilfi-ed »’ ‘ lirs brtither sits in the seat, and usurps the 

lie exclaimed in a lower tone; ‘ eoiilflst thou j)atririron3, ot a better rnc e, the lace of Ulfgar of 
have ruled lliine unreasonable jiassion, thy Middleham ; but what Norman loi*d doth not 
father had not been left in his age like the llie same ? Tins ])r*ior is, tlicy say, a free and 
solitary oak that throws out its sh.itlrrod and jovial jrriest, who loves the wine'Ciip and the 
nnirrotected hranches against the lull sweej) of bugle - horn better than lu ll and hook. Good ; 
the tempest • ’ The retleetion sf'emed to conjure let him come, ho shall he welcome. How named 
into sadness his irritated feelings. Replacing yc the Templar / ’ 
his javelin, he repumed his seal, bent his look.s ‘Brian do Bois-Guilhort.* 

dow'nwai-d, and apjreared to be absorbed in ‘ Bois-Guilhert ’ ’ said Cidiic, still in the 

melancholy relleetioir. musing, half>arguing tone, wliieh tiro habit of 

From his musing, (Vdr-ie was siiddenl3'’ li\iiig among (lei)erident.s liad accustomed him 
awakened by the blast of a horn, wdiich was to eiri])lf)3^, and w'hieh lesenihhd a man who 
rejrliod to by the clamorous yells and barking o( talks to liiiiiself I'atlier than to those around 
aU the dogs in tire liall, and some twenty or liiin — ‘ Buis - (Jiiilbei I t that jicirne has been 
thirty wliieli were (prarleivd in other ])arts of spicad wide hotli loi gofuj and (\il. They say 
the building. It cost some exeieise of the white lie is valiant as the hraiesl of his order; but 
trunehoon, well .seooiided hy the excitrons of the stained with their u-jual iieos, jriide, arrogance, 
domestics, to silence tins eanii^e elainoui, eiin lly, and voluptuousness; a Irard -hearted 

‘To the gate, knaves!' sard the Saxon man, who bnow’s mdlier tear of oai*th, nor awe 
hastily, as soon as the tumult W’as so miieli ap- ol Heaven. So say the fiw warriors who have 
poased that the deijcndeiits could hear his voice, leturned li-ont J’.ilestine. — Well ; it is but for 
‘See what tidings that horn tells us of to orre night; lie shall he welcome too. — Oswald, 
aunounco, I weeu, some liershij)* and robbery broach the oldest wine -cask; place the best 
which has boon done upon my lands.’ mead, the mighti(‘st ale, the richest morat, the 

Returning in less than tlirce minutes, a w'arder most sparkling eider, the most odoriferous pig- 
'anirounced, ‘tliat the Jhior Aymer of Jorvauls, ments, upon tlie board ; lill the largest honist 
and the good kuight Brian do Bois-ttirilbert, - Tom] >lars and abbots love good wines and good 
oonimander of the valiant and venerable order mca‘?iire. — Elgiiha, Jet thy Lady Rowena know 
of Knights Templars, with a small retinue, re- we shall not this night expect her in the hall, 
questeiPhospilality and lodging for the night, unless such bo her especial pleasure.’ 

being on their way to a tournament which w as ----- 

1(;0 bo held not for from Ashlry-de-la-Zouohe, on ^ t These were drinks used t)y the Saxons, as we are 
the second day from the present. infuuned by Mr. Turner: Morat was made of honey 

‘Aymer, the Prior Aymer! Brian de Bois- flavoured with the juice of mulberries; ptoent was a * 
, *' sweet and rich liquor, composed of wtne highly spiCeo, 

' ' ' ■ ' .■■ ■. ■■- sweetened also with honey ; the other liquors need no 

* Pillage. explanation.^^* T. 





M lt will bo her especial pleasure,* answered 
witli gloat readiness, ‘for she is ever 
to hoar the latest news from Palostino.* 
darted at tlio forward damsel a glance 
hasty resentment ; but Row^na, and whatever 
belonged to liei, were privileged and secure from 
hie anger, lie only replied, ‘ Hilonco, maiden ; 
^ihy tongue oulruin thy discretion. Hay my 
'message to thy mistress, au«l lot her do her 
pleasure. Here, at least, tlic deseendaut of 
Alfred still reigus a ]iTinccas.’ Elgitha left the 
aiiartment. 

‘ Palestine ! * repeated the Saxon ; * Palestine ’ 
how many cars are turned to the tales uhich 
dissolute cnxsadors or liypocritieal pilgiima biing 
from that fatal land ! 1 too might ask -1 'ttio 

might inquire — I too might listen with a bc.it mg 
heart to fables which the wily strollers devise to 
cheat us into hospitality - but no- the sc#u who 
has disobeyed me is no huiger mine ; nor will I 
concern myself more for his fate than for th.it of 
the moat wortliless among the millions that ever 
shaped the cross on their shoulder, rushotl into 
excess and blood -guiltiness, and called it an 
aceomnlishment of the will of (iod.’ 

He Knit his brows, and lixed lus eyes for an 
instant on the ground ; as ho raised them, tlio 
folding doors at the bottom of the liall wore cast 
wide, and, preceded by the major-domo with his 
wand, and four domestics beaiing blaring torches, 
the guests of the evening entered the apartment. 


CHAPTER IV. * 

With sheep and shaggy goats the porkers bled, 

And the proud steer was on the marble spread ; 

With fire prepared, they deal the morsels round ; 

Wine rosy bright the brimming goblets cro\ind. 

Disposed apart, Ulysses shaies the treat ; 

A trivet table and ignubler seat, 

The prince assigns 

^ Odyssey, Book xx. 

Tub Prior Aymer had taken the opportunity 
aflbrded him of changing his riding robe for one 
of yet more costly materials, over which he wore a 
CQpo curiously einbroiderod. Besides the missive 
go](}on signet ring, which marked his ecclcsi- 
Rstioal dignity, his fingers, though contrary to 
the canon, were loaded with precious gems ; liis 
sandals were of the finest leather wliich was im- 
ported from Spain ; his board trimmed to as 
small dimensions as his order would possibly 
permit, and his sliaven crowm concealed by a 
scarlet cap rh'hly embroidered. 

The appearance of the Knight Templar was 
'also changed; and, though less studiously be- 
decked with ornament, lii® dress was as rich, and 
hU appearance far more commanding, than that 
0(his companion. lie had exchanged his shirt 
jif snail for an under tunic of dark purple silk, 
iSpli'rnished with furs, over which flowed nis long 
of Spotless white, in ample folds. The olght- 
i||^nted»!®iross of his order was cut on the shoulder 
in black velvet. T\\q high o^p no 
ppjm^VOStod his brows, which wore only shaded 
ff thiok curled hair of a rav<m black* 

d^i^r^S^nding to his unusually swart com- 

PP** ^ grwfully 


mijeStio thati hit step i^nd tnanno^, 
been marked by a predoxninaat air hf^h4UI^« 
ness, easily acquireef by the exercise of 
autliority. ' 'r 

These two dignified persons were followed bj 
their respective attendants, and at a more humhle 
distance by tlieir guide, whose figure had nothiiw 
more remarkable than it derived from the,^uS 
weeds of a pilgrim. A cloak or mantle of coarse 
black SCI go enveloped his whole body. It was iu 
shape soinctliingliko the cloak of a modem hussar, 
having similar flaps for covering tljo arms, and 
was called a Sclai'^eyn or ticlavonim. Coarse 
sandals, bound with thongs, on his bare feet i 
a broad and shailowy hat, with cockle-shellfi 
stitched on its brim, and a long staff shod with 
iron, to the u]>pcr end of wliicliowas attached s 
hr inch of palm, completed the palmer’s attire. 
He followed modestly the last of the train whioli 
entered the hall, and observing that the lowei 
table scarce aftbrded room siiflieicnt for the 
domestics of Cediic and theretinne of his guests, 
lie withdrew to a settle placed beside and almosi 
under one of the large ohinmoys, and seemed tc 
employ himself iu drying his garments, until the 
retreat of some one should make room at tbl 
board, or the hos})itfiliiy of the stewaid shotilj 
supply him with refreshments in the place he 
had chosen apart. 

Cedric rose to receive his guests w ith an ail* oi 
dignified hospitality, and, descending from the 
dais, or elevated part of his hall, made three Isteps 
towards them, and then awaited their approacti^ 

‘I giieve,'he said, ‘reverend prior, that mj 
vow hinds me to advance no farther upon this 
floor of my fathers, even to receive suen guests 
as you, and this valiant Knight of the Holy 
Temple. But my steward has expounded to you 
the cause of my seeming discourtesy. Let me 
also pray, that you will excuse my speaking tc 
you in my native language, and tjiat you will 
reply in the same if your knowledge of it permits ; 
if not, I Bufficicnily understand Norman tc 
follow your meaning. 

‘■Vows,’ said the prior, ‘must be unloosed, 
worthy franklin, or permit me rather to say, 
worthy thane, though tlio title is antiqiiatea. 
Vows are the knots wliicli tie us to heaven — they 
aio the cords which l)ind tlie aa<!*rifice to the 
horns of the altar, — and arc tlicreforo — as I said 
before— to be unloosened and discharged, unless 
our Holy Mother Cliurcli shall pronounce the 
coiiti-ary. And res jicc ting language, I willingly 
hold communication in that spoken by my re- 
spected grandmother, Hilda of Middleham, who 
died in odour of sanctity, little short, if we may 
presume to say so, of her glorious namesake, the 
blessed Saint Hilda of Whitby, God be graoiooij 
to lier soul I ’ 

When the prior had ceased what he meant 
as a conciliatory harangue, his eompaniou Said* 
briefly and emphatically, ‘ I speak ever French, 
the language of King Ilichard and his.no'bles ; 
but I understand English sufficiently to com- 
municate with the natives of the oountty.* 

Gedno darted at the speaker one of th08e 
hasty and impatient glances, which cpmnatlso)^ 
between the two rival nations seldom failed t<i 
call forth ; but, recollecting the duties of hoiiq^itx 
»Hty, ha sappreswd farther shw of 


' ifuimojs 


m, 
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Attjii )Ub Kand, caused his guests 

td iimmfi two scats a little lover than his own, 
but' Ipkoed dode beside him, and gave a signal 
that the evening meal shodd be placed uj)on 
the board. 

'While the attendants hastened to obey Cedric's 
commands, his eye distinguished Gurth the 
swineherd, who, with liis companion Wamba, 
bad just entered the liali. * Send these loitering 
knaves up hither,' said the Saxon im])atiently. 
And when the culprits camo before the dais, — 

^ Hbw comes it, villains ! that yo have loitered 
abroad so late as this ? Hast thou brought homo 
thy charge, sirrah Gurth, or hast thou left them 
to robbers and marauders ? ’ 

*Tho herd is safe, so plca|Q yc,' said Gurth. 

* But it does i\pt please me, tliou knave,' said 
(Mric, ‘that I should be made to suppose othci* 
wise for two hours, and sit here devising veiigcaiico 
against my neighbours for wrongs they have not 
done me. I tell thee, shackles and the prison- 
house shall punish the next offence of this kind.’ 

Gurth, knowing liis master’s initablc temper, 
attempted no exculpation ; but the jester, ulio 
could presume upon Cedric’s tolerance, by virtue 
of his privileges as a fool, rcjdied lor them botli : 
‘ In troth, uncle Cedric, you are neither wise nor 
reasonable to-night.’ 

‘How, sir?’ said his master; ‘you shall to 
the porter’s lodge, and taste of the discipline 
there, if you give youi foolery such licence.’ 

‘First, lot your wisdom tell me,’ said AVamlia, 
‘is it just agid irasonable to punish one pcisou 
for the fault of another 1 ’ 

‘Certainly not, fool,’ answcied Ccdiie. 

‘Then wh}’’ should you shackle poor Gurth, 
uncle, for the fault of his dog Fan^ ? for 1 daic 
be sworn wo lost not a minute l)y the way, when 
we had got our herd together, which Fangs did 
not manage until we heard the vesper-bell.’ 

‘Then hang up Fangs,’ said Cedric, turning 
hastily towards the swineherd, ‘ if the fault is his, 
and get thee another dog.’ 

‘Under favour, uncle,’ said the jester, ‘tliat 
were still somewhat on the bow-hand of fair 
justice ; for it was no fault of Fangs that he was 
lame and could not gather tlie Iterd, but tlio fault 
of those that struck off two of his fore-claw a, an 
operation for whicli, if the poor follow had been 
consulted, ho w’oiild scarce have given liis voice.’ 

‘And who dared to lame an animal wIjkIi 
belonged to my bondsman?’ ^aid the Saxon, 
kindliUjg in wrath. 

‘Marry, that did old Hubei t,’ said Wamba, 
‘Sir Philip do Malvoisin’s keeper of the chase. 
He caught Fangs strolling in the forest, and said 
be chased the deer contrary to his master’s right, 
as warden of the walk.’ 

‘The foul fiend take Malvoisin,* answered the 
Saxon, ‘ and his keeper both ! I will teach them 
tbSit the Wood was disforested in teims of the 
Forest Charter. But enough of this. Go 
nave, go to thy place— and thou, Gurth, get 
thee anotlier dog, and should the keeper dare to 
toueb it, J will mar his archery ; the curse of a 
coward on my head, if 1 strike not oif the fore- 
fin^ of his right hand !— ho shall draw bowstring 
no more.^I crave your pardon, my worthy guests. 
I m beset here with neighbours that match 
ym Sir Knight, in Holy Land. But 


your homely ^ore is before you ; fbod, and lot 
welcome make amends for hsH fare.' 

The feast, however, which was spread upon 
the board, needed no apologies from the lora of 
the mansion. Swine’s flesh, dressed in several 
modes, appeared on the low'er juirt of the board, 
as also that of fowls, deer, goats, and hares, ana 
various kinds of fisli, together with huge loaves 
and cakes of bread, and sundry confections madp 
of fniits and honey. The smaller soils of wild- 
lowl, of which there was abundance, were not 
served np in platteis, but brought in upon small 
wooden suits or bioaclies, and oflered by the 
})agos ana domestics nho bore them to each 
guest in succession, wlio cut from them such a * 
portion as lie jdoasod. Beside each person of 
rank was placed a goblet of silver ; the lower 
board uas aceomniodaicd with large di inking 
horns. 

When the repaat was about to commence, the 
major-domo, or steward, suddenly raising his 
wand, said aloud, — ‘ Forbear 1 — Place for the 
Lady Itowena.’ A side-door at the upper cud 
of the hall now opened behind the hanqnet- 
lable, and Rowena, followed by four female 
atieuclanfs, eiiteicd the apartment. Cedrio, 
though siirjirised, and ])er}ia])<» not altogether 
agreeably so, at his waid appearing in public 
on this occasion, hastened to meet her, and to ' 
conduct her, with lespeotfiil ceremony, to the 
elevated seat at his own right hand, appropri- 
ated to tlie lady of the mansion. All stood up 
to receive her; and, leplying to their courtesy* 
by a mute gcstuic of salutation, she moved 
gracefully forward to assume her et the 

board. Ere she had lime to do so, the Templar 
whispered to the prior, ‘ 1 .shall wear no collar 
of gold of youis at the tournament. The Chian 
wine is your own.’ 

‘ Raid I not so ? ’ answered the prior ; ‘ but 
chock your ra})tures, thcjraiiklin observes you/ 

Unheeding this remonstrance, and accustomed 
only to act upon the immediate impulse of his 
own wishes, Brian de Bois-Guilbert kept Lis eyes 
riveted on the Saxon beauty, more striking per- 
liax>s to his imagination, because dilfering widely 
from those of the Eastern sultanas. 

Foimed in the best juoiwi lions of her sex, 
Row^eua was tall in statuie, yet not so much so 
as to attract obseivatioii on account of superior 
height. Her comxdexion was exquisitely fair| < 
but the noble east of her head and features pre- 
vented the insipidity ^vhich sometimes atiamei 
to fair beauties. Her clear blue eye, which sat 
enshrined beneath a graceful eyebrow of brown, 
Hufliciently marked to give expression to the 
forehead, seemed capable to kindle as well as ' 
melt, to eoinmaud as well as to beseech. If 
mildness were tho more natuial expression of 
such a combination of features, it was plain 
that, in the present instance, the exercise Of , v 
habitual superiority, and the reception of general 
homage, had given to tho Saxon lady a loftier it 
character, which mingled with and qualified that * 
bestowed by nature. Her profuse hair, of a » 
colour betwixt brown and flaxen, was arranged'^ 
in a fanciful and graceful manner in numeroua 
ringlets, to form which art had probably aided ' 
nature. These looks were htaided with gomSi ' 
and| being worn at full lengtkf intimatea i£b# 
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vfHObU and free-born condition of the maiden, tribute. By my faith, I could pardon the un- 
k^I’-vA golden chain, to \^liich was uttaohod a small happy Vortigem, had he half the cause th^P-t 
^ l^aULnary of the same metal, hung round her we now witness for making shipwreck of his 
heck. She wore laaeflrts on her arms, which honour and liis kingdom.’ 
wore bare. Jler dit'^*- niidr‘r-gown and will si>aie your courtesy, Sir Knight,* said 

kirtlo of pale .sea-gieen silk, over wliirli hung a Rowena with (lignity, and i^ithout unveiling 
long loose lobe, ^vllieJl reaelit'd to the ground, liorself; ‘or rather I will tax it so far as to 
having very wide sleeves, which eaiue do\\n, recpiiro of you the latest news from Palestine, 
however, very little below the elbow. This a ilicme more agreeable to our English oars than 
robe was crimson, and manufactured out of the the compliments which your Erench breeding 
very finest wool. A veil of silk, interwoven tcaeheR.’ 

with gold, was attached to tho ii]>per 2>iirt of ‘I have little of impoitanco to sny, lady,* 
it, which could bo, at the wcaier’s picasuie, answered Sir Hi ian de Dois-Cluilbeit, ‘excepting 
either drawn over tlic face and bosom alter the the confirmed tidings of a truce 'with Saladin.' 
iSpanish fasliion, oi disposed as a soit of dta2»eiy llowas interrupted by Wamba, vho had taken 
round the shoulders. his a]>i)ro2wialed se«ai upon a chair, tho back of 

When Rowena iMjreehed the Kniglit Temjdir’*- whi< fi -was decorated with two uss’s ears, and 
eyes bent on livi with an ardour, that, comiu red Avhieh was ))laee(l about two stejis behind that 
with tho daik eaverns under whieli they moved, of his master, who, from time lo time, sinijilied 
, gave them the etieet of liglitc il char coal, slie di<‘\v him with viefiials from liis own trencher; a 
with dignity the veil around her fafe, as an lavour, however, which the jister sliaied with 
intimation that the deteimiiu'd liee<loni of his the lavouiito dogs, of whom, as we have already 
glance was disagreeable. C\>diie saw the uioticni noticed, tlieu* W(‘re sevoial in attendance. Ilcro 
and its cause, ‘Sir Tcinjilar,’ said lie, ‘Ibo sat Wamba, w'ith a small table before him, his 
olieeks of our Saxon maidens liave seen loo heels linked uj) ag.iinst the bar of tlio^ chair, 
little of tho sun to enable tliein to bear tho lixed his cheeks sucked uj> so as to make his jaw’S 

glance of a crusader.’ ichcmble a jKiir of iint-cjaekeis, aiid his eyes 

‘If I have offended,’ reidied Sir Hrian, ‘I lialf-sliul, yet Avalehiiig wdfli aleitiioss every 
crave your pardon — that is, I t*ra\e the Lady opiiortiiiiity fo exeieise liis lieenscil foolery, 
Rowena’s imrdoii, for my liuiiiility w'ill carry * These truces w'itli tin* nitidels,’ ho exclaimed, 
mo no lower.' without eaiing how suddenly he iiiterruiited the 

‘The Lady Rowena,* said the ]>iior, ‘has stately Temiilar, ‘make an old man of me 1 ’ 
punished us all, in chastising the boldin‘ss of ‘tlo to, knave, ho\v so?' said* Oedrie, his 
my friend. L(*t me liojie she w'ill be less cniel feature*s piejiared to receive lavouiably the ex- 
to the splendnl train which aie to meet at the peeled jest. 

tournament,’ ‘ikvause,’ aiiswciid Wamlia, ‘I remember 

‘Our going tbitliei,’ send CVdiie, ‘is uneei tain, three of them in my day, each of which w^as 
I love not them 'vauilies, winch were unknown to endure Au’ the coilise of fifty years; so that, 
tomy fatlieis w lieu Eugbuid was f ice ’ by eomputitioii, 1 must be at least a huiulied 

‘Let us ho2>e, nevertliclcsN,’ said the ]ui<>r, aiul (dly yeais old.’ 

‘our company may detenniin. you to 1ia\cl ‘ 1 w ill wan in t you against dying of old age, 
thithcrwaid ; when the loads aie so unsale, how e\ 1 1,’ snd tho Templar, wlio iiow’ recognised 
the escoit oi Sii Hiim de Hois ({uilbeit is not lii^ iiinid <d the finest ; ‘ 1 will assure you from 

to bo despised.’ all (bvillis bul a vinleiit one, if you give such 

‘Sir Prior,’ answered the Saxmi, ‘wliercsoever diieetiuus to wayl.ireis, as you did this night to 
I have travelled in this laud, I lia\e lutlieno the jirior an 1 me.’ 

fomiJ myself, with the assistaiiec of my good ‘flow', sin ab >' aanU’edrie ; ‘misdirect travel- 
iword and faitliful followois, m no resp. et need- lei-. ? We must fia\e you wlii2>2>ed ; you arc at 
ul of oilier aid. At present, if w'e need joiuuey least as imieh logiie as fool.’ 

,0 Ashby-de-la-Zouelie, we do so with 111,7 noble ‘I jiray thee, uncle,’ answered the jester, ‘let 
ifiighbour and countryman, Atlielstaiie of CW- my foJlv, foi once, juolcct my roguery. I did 
ngshurgh, and wdtli such a tiaiii as would set but make a mistake lietweeii my right hand and 
mtlaws and feudal cueiiiico at deliance. - I my left ; and he might have iiordonod a gi'cater, 
Iriuk to y'ou, Sir i’rior, in this eup of wine, who took a tool for liis coniiscllor and guide,* 
vhich I trust your taste will a])pr<)ve, and I C'onvei.sation w is here interruiited by tho on- 
diauk you for your (ourtesy. Should you be trunee of the potter’s i>age, wdio announced that 
10 rigid ill .adhering to monastic rule,’ ho aided, theie was a strangi'i at tho gate, imploring ad- 
os to prefer ymur aci 1 prejiaralioii of milk,’ I miltauoe and ]n>s]>itality. 
jopo you will n(»t s'rain courtesy to do mo ‘Admit lain,’ said Cedric, ‘be he who or what 
'Cason.’ lie may q niidit like that which roars without, 

‘Nay,* said tho iiriost, laughing, ‘it is only in coiinuds even wild animals to herd with tame, 
mr alibey that wo eonfine ourselves to tlio he and to seek the jirolceiion of man, their mortal 
fwZcs or the /ac either. Conversing with foe, rather than perish by the elements. Let 

jho world, wo use the world’s fashion.s, and there- his 'W'ants be ministered to with all olre-^looh: 

I answer your jiledgc in this honest wine, to it, Oswald.* 
kud leave the weaker liquor to my lay brother.* And the stcwai’d left the banqueting-hoU ta 
‘Atkd I,’ said the Templar, filling his goblet, see the commands of his patrou obeyed* 
diolkk wassail to the fair Rowena ; for since her 
lonsiesaks iutroduced the word into England, 

Iljus one more wo^^y of such a 
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CHAPTER V, 

Hath^not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with 
the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject 
to the same diseases, healed by the same means, 
warmed and cooled by the same wintei and summci, 
as a Christian is ? 

jWaRCHANT OF VfcNKE. 

Oswald, roturning, whispered into the car of 
his master, * It is a Jew, who calls hinibclf Isajic 
of York is it fit I should marshal him into the 
hall?’ 

‘Lot Gurth do thine office, Oswald,* said 
Wamba, willi his usual clFroiiteiy ; ‘the swine- 
herd will bo a fit usher to thtl.few.* 

‘Saint Maryl’^aid the jjrior, croysiiig him- 
self; ‘an unbelieving Jew, and admitted into 
this presence ! ’ 

‘ A dog Jew, ’ echoed tlie Templar, ‘ to approach 
a defender of the Holy Sepulchre ! * 

‘]^ my faith,’ said Wamba, ‘it would seem 
the Templars love the Jews’ inheritance better 
than they do their eoini)any.’ 

‘ Peace, my worthy guests,’ said Cedric ; ‘ my 
hospitality must not be bounded by your dislikes. 
If Heaven boro with the whole nation of still- 
necked unbelievers for more yeais than a layman 
can number, wo nuiy endure the picscnce of one 
Jew for a few hours. Rut I constrain no man to 
converse or to feed with him. I^et him have a 
hoard and a morsel apart unless,’ he said, smil- 
ing, ‘these ftirbaned strangers will admit his 
society.’ 

‘Sir Franklin,’ answered the lemplar, *my 
Saracen slaves are true Moslems, and scorn as 
much as any Christian to hold intercom so with 
a Jew/ 

‘Now, in faith,’ said Wamba, ‘I eaimot see 
that the worshii)]>crs of Mahoniid and Tcuna- 
gaunt have so, greatly the advantage over the 
people once chosen of Heaven.’ 

‘ He shall si I with thee, Wamba.’ said Cedric ; 
‘the fool and the knave will be well met.’ 

‘ The fool,’ ans^^eled Wamba, lausing the relies 
of a gammon of bacon, ‘>m 11 take care to erect a 
bulwark against the knave.’ 

‘ Hush,’ said CVdrie, ‘for here ho comes.’ 

Introduced with little ccTemony, and advan- 
cing with fear and licsilation, and many a bow of 
deep humility, a tali thin old man, who, how- 
ever, had lost by the ha])il of sleojiing much of 
his actual height, aj)]»roachcd the lower end of 
the board. Ilis feat ui cs, keen and regular, with 
ab aquiline nose, and jneieing black eyes; Jiis 
high and wrinkled forehead, and long grey hair 
and beard, wouhl have been considered as liand- 
somo, had they not been the nuiiks of a physi- 
ognomy peculiar to a race which, during those 
dark ages, was alike dete.stcd by the credulous 
and prejudiced vulgar, and persecuted by tlic 
greecty and rapacious nobility, and wlio, perhaps 
owing to- that very hatred and i>crsecutioii, 
had adopted a national character, in which 
thelne was much, to say the least, mean and un- 
amiable. 

The Jew’s dress, which appeared to have 
suffered considerably from the storm, was a 
plain russet cloak of many folds, covering a dark 
purple toiuo. He li»d large hoots lined with 


fur, and a belt around his waist, which sustained 
a small knife, together with a cose for writing 
materials, but i»o weapon. lie wore a high 
square yellow cdp of a peculiar fashion, assigned 
to his nation to disiinguisli tlioni from ChristiauB, 
and which ho doffed with great humility at the 
door of the hall. 

The reception of this person in the hall of 
rediic the Saxon was such ah might have satisfied 
tlip most prejudiced enemy of the tribes of Israel. 
Cedric himself coldly nodded in answer to the 
Jew’s re])cated salutatunis, and signed to him to 
take place at the lower end of the table, where, 
however, no one otfeied to make room for him. 
On the contrary, as lie i)as.scd along the file, 
<Mstinga timid, siippli(<iting giniiee, and turning 
towards eaeli of llmse who oeeupied the lower 
end of the board, the S.i\ou dtmiesties squared 
their shoulders, and eoutiimed to devour their 
aupjjerwitli gieat ])ersev<*inuce, jiayiiig not the 
least attention to the w^aiits of the new guest, 
The attendants of tbo piior ezossed tliemsolvcs, 
with look.s of pious honor, and the very heathen 
vSaraeens, as Isaac drew near tJiem, eiiiJed uj> 
their whi.sk(‘ra with indignation, and laid thrir 
hands on llusr poniaids, as if leady to rid 
themselves by the mosl dtspciale means from 
the apjuehendcd contamination of his m‘aror 
a])])roacli. 

Piobably the same motives whkh iudueed 
Cedric to o])ou his hall to this sou of a lejeefed 
people, w ould have made him inrist on his attend" 
ants receiving Isaac with moic courtesy. Rut 
tlie aldiot had, at this moment, engaged Jiim in 
a Tno.st interesting disisission on iJic bleed and 
elniracter of his tavounte hounds, which ho 
would not have iutenupted for maileis of much 
gi eater importaiue than that of a Jiwv going to 
lad siqipcrless. While Isaac thus stood an out- 
cast ill the present soeu ty, like bis people among 
the nations, looking in vain loi welcome or rest- 
ing-place, the ]iilgiini who sal liy tlie cliiinney 
took compassion ujion linn, and lesigned his 
seat, Wiping biielly, ‘Old man, my gaimeiits arc 
diied, my Iiuiigi r i-. .i]>p( a^-i d, thou art both wet 
and fasting.’ So lyiiig, he gathered togidher, 
and brought to a tl ime, tlic deca^ ing brands 
whicli lay scat (el ed <m the ample inarili; took 
fioni tlic laigiT bo ml a mess ol iiottagc and 
seethed kid, plai'cd it ujion the Miiall tulilo at 
wliiehlic had liimself supped, and, without wait- 
ing the Jew'’s thanks, went to the other side of 
the hall — whether fiom iinwillingmss to hold 
more close commiinh ation with the object of his 
benevolence, or fioni a wish to draw near to the 
upper end of the table, seemed uncertain. 

Had there been painters in those days capable 
to cxccuto Bueli a subject, the Jew, as he bent 
his withered fonii, and expanded his chilled and 
trembling hands over the tire, would have formed 
no bad emblematical personification of the winter 
season Having dispelled the cold, ho turned 
eagerly to the smoking mess which was placed 
before him, and ate with a haste and an apparent 
relish, that seemed to betoken long abstinence 
from food. 

Meanwhile the prior and Cedric continued 
their discourse upon hunting ; the Lady KoiVena 
seemed engaged in conversation with one of her 
attendant ferntdea ; and the haughty Templari 
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wlioM eye vandered from the Jew to the Saxon 
beautyy revolved in hie mind thoughts which 
appeared deeply to interest him 

marvel worthy Ccdiic,* said the pnoi, as 
thoir discouTse proceeded, Hhat, great as your 
predilection is for your own manly 1 inguag< , you 
do not receive the Norman lionch into your 
favour, so far at least as the mysttiy of wood 
craft and hunting is c oncei ned Sui cly no tongue 
lb so iich in the vaiioiis iihi ises which tlic field 
sports demand, oi fuimshes me ins to the exj tn 
cnccd woodman so well to expicss liis joviil 
ait' 

‘Good Father A>mer ’ said the Saxon, ‘be it 
known to you, I care not foi those over sea refine 
mouts, without which I can well enough take 
my pleasure in the w oods I c m wind my honi 
though I caU ii t the blast cithci a 'lahtcUe or i 
moTtc — I can ebeer my dogs on the piey, ind 
I can lily and quirt cr c amiiul when it is 
brought down, without using the new fancied 
jargon of mree arbi r, numl /es and all the babble 
d 1 the fabulous Sir Tristicin * 

‘The French,' said the Tempi ir, raising Ins 
voice with the pi esumptiioub and authoritative 
tone which he used upon all Decisions ‘is not 
only the natiinl language of the cliase but that 
of love and war in winch ladies should bt won 
and enemies dc fi( d ' 

‘Pledge me in a cup of wine, Sii Icraplii ' 
said Codiio, ‘ and fill another to llio piior, while 
I look bick some tliut> yc *r& to tell you another 
tale As Cedric the Sixm then was, his jliin 
English talc needed m gainisli fnm lunch 
troubadouis, when it was told in the cii of 
beauty, and ^he field of Northallerton, upon 
the day of the Holy Standard could tell whether 
the Sa\on wai cry was not lie aid as fii within 
the ranks of the Scottish host as the 7 1 th qxit rre 
of the boldest Norman baron lo the memory 
ot the biave who f mgbt thciv. ’ Plcdg me, my 
guests' lie diank deep, anl went on will 
increasing warmth ‘Ay, that was a day of 
cleaving of shields, when a hundred banners 
were bent Ic rwards over the lieads of the valiant, 
and blood flowed loiinl like watoi and diath 
was held better than flight A Sa\ ui bard liad 
called it a feast of the swinlb — i gUbciing of 
the eaglcb to the ])icy —thee Ij slung c f 1 ills upon 
shit Id and helmet, the shoi t ng of bittlo moio 
joyful than tlie cliiiiour fi a briJil But om 
haids aio no more, he sail , ‘om deeds arc lost 
in those of another lacc oui lan^ lage — our very 
name —is hastening to deciy, and none mom ns 
for it save one solitaiy old man — ( up beiici ’ 
knave, fill the gobltfs -Jo the strong in aims 
Sii TompUr, If tluir laco oi language what it 
will, wlio DC w b 11 thorn best in Palestine among 
the champions of tli Cioss ’ ' 

* There WK ro language which the Normans ir le 
formally sep irucd fr n It af c mmon IiA. thin the terms 
ot the chase 1 he ohj t c f their pursuit whether bird or 
aailAal, changed t] t;.ir name cad yeir and there were a 
hundred couientional turns to I c ignorant of which was 
^ be Without one of the di tinguishing marks of a gentle 
thou The reader may con ult D-ime Juliana Berners 
on the subject The origin of this <«cierce was tm 
phim t J the celebrated Sir fi istrem famous f r his tragic 
intrupte with the beautitul YhjUc As the Normans 
reierv^ the amusement of hunting strictly to themselves, 
the terms of this formal jargon were ail taken from the 


‘It becomes not one wearing to 

answer,* said Sir Brian de Bois.GK»lbert j ‘yet 
to whom, besides the sworn cbhinpions oC the 
Holy Sepulchre, can the palm be assigned amonj; 
the champions of the Cioss ? ' 

‘To the Ivnights Hospitallers,' said the prior ; 

‘ I li ive a brother of their aider ' 

‘ I impeach not their fame,' said the Templar ; 
‘nevertheless 

‘I think i lend Cedtic,' said Wamba, inter 
feiing, ‘that hid Ricliaicl of the Lions Heart 
been wise enough to ha\o tik«n a fool s advice, 
he might have stayed it horn with liis merry 
1 iiglishmen, and left the ieco\ cry of Jerusalem 
to those same knights who had most to do with 
till loss of it ^ 

‘Were thcie, then, none m fhe English army,' 
said the Lad / Roweiia, ‘whose names arc wortny 
t ) be mentioned with the knights oi the Temple 
and of John * 

‘ 1 orgive me, lady,* rophtd D( Bois Guilbert , 
‘the l^iighsh monarch did, indeed, bring to 
Pahstino a host of gallint wariiors, second only 
to those whose breasts have been the unceasing 
biilwiik of that hlesscd land 

‘Second to nonp siid the pilgrim, who had 
stood luai enough to hear and had listened to 
this com ei s ition w it li in it kc rl impatience All 
tinned towaidb the spot fiom whence this 
imoxjictcd asseieiatiou wis htiid ‘I say,* 
iincatid the pilgiim in a him ind stiong voice, 

‘ tn it the ] nglish chivalry wtie second to ^ONB 
who over drew swoid ni defence of the Holy 
1 inJ I siy besihs, for 1 siw it, that king 
Richard himself and fivt of liis knights, held a 
touinamcnt liter the taking of 8t John de Acre, 
as challengers igainst all loineis I say that, 
on that da}, each knight ran thice courses, and 
east to tho ground three antagonists 1 add, 
that sfven of these assailants were Knights of 
tho Icmplc — ind Sir Bum Jo Bois Guilbert 
well knows the truth of what I tell you * 

It IS 1 ^possible for language to describe the 
bitter scowl of rago which rendered yot darker 
the swarthy counttiianee ol tlie Templar In 
the exliemity of liis resentment and confusion, 
his qnivcun ; fingers gnped towards the handle 
(f his bwoid, ind ]iihaps only w ithdrew, from 
tin ( nsciousnesb thit no act of viulonco could 
lo safely executed m that ]>lace and presenco, 
Ocdiie who r fo lings weio all of a light onward 
and sim^ lo kiiid anel were seldom occupied by 
moifc thin fno-olijfct at once, omitted, m the 
1 jjous gl ( with will h he licard of the gloiy of 
Ins (cmntiyiiuii lo icmaik the angry confusion 
ol hs guest ‘I would give thoe this golden 
1)1 uelet, jnlgiim, he siid, ‘couldst thou tell me 
the 11 lines cf those knights who upheld so 
gallantly the lenoun of merry }>nglandf * 

‘That will I do blithely, implied tho pilgnudi 
‘ and without guerdon , iny oath, for a time, 
piohibits mo from touching gold ' 

* I will wear tho bracelet lor you, if you Will, 
friend iialmor,' said Wamba 

‘ Ihe lust in l^onour as in arms, in renown AS 
in place,' said tho pilgnm, ‘was the brave 
Ricnaid, king of England * 

‘I forgivo him,* said Cedric, ‘I forgive bun 
his descent from the tyrant Diflbre WiUiAm.' 
‘The Earl of Leicester was tho aeoond/ eoa» 


ivAmoM 


621 


' 


tinti«d the pikrim; *Sir Thomas Multon of 
OilsUnd waa the third.* 

'Of 'Saxon descent, ho at least/ said Cedric, 
with exultation. 

'Sir Foulk Doilly the fourth,* proceeded the 
pilgrim. 

'Saxon also, at least by the mother’s side,’ ! 
coutinued Cedric, who li toned with the utmost 
eagerness, and forgot, in jtart at least, his haticd i 
to the Normans, in the common trium])h of the 
king of England and his islandeis. 'And >\ho 
was the lifth ? * he demanded. 

' The fifth was Sir Edwin Turneham.* 

* Qonuine Saxon, by the soul of Ilengist ’ * 
shouted Cedric. ‘ And the sixth ^ ’ lie continued 
with eagerness — *how namojyoii the sixth 
'The sixth,’ said the palmer, after a pause, 
in wliich he seemed to recollect himself, ‘A\as a 
young knight of lesser renown and lower rank, 
assumed into that honourable company, less to 
aid their enterifTise than to make up their number 
— his name dwells not in my memory.* 

'Sir Palmer,’ said Sir Brian de Bois-Ouilbert 
scornfully, ' this assumed forgetfulness, after so 
much has been remembered, comes too late to 
senre your purpose. I will myself tell the name 
of the knigbt before whose laiieo fortune and 
my horse’s fault occasioned my falling— it uas 
the Knight of Ivanhoe ; nor uas Oiere one of the 
six that, for his yeais, had more renown in arms. 
— Yet this will 1 say, and loudly— that weio he 
in England, and durst repeat, in this T^cek’s 
tournament, 4hc challenge of Saint John-de-Aeie, 
I, mounted and armed as I now am, would give 
him every advantage of weapons, and abide the 
result.* 

‘Your challenge would be soon answ^ered,* 
replied the palmer, * were your antagonist near 
you. As the matter is, disturb not the peaceful 
hall with vaunts of the issue of a conflict, which 
you well know cannot take place. If Ivanhoe 
ever returns from Palestine, I will be his surety 
that ho meet you.* 

' A goodly security ! * said the Knight Templar ; 

' and what do you proffer as a pledge « * 

'This reliquary,^ said the palmer, taking a 
small ivory box from his bosom, and crossing 
himself ; ' containing a portion of the tnio cross, 
lAoiight from the monastery of Mount Carmel.' 

The Prior of Jorvaulx crossed himself and 
repeated a patenioster, in which all devoutly 
jomed, excepting the Jew, th^ Mahomedans, 
and the Templar ; the latter of whom, without 
vailing his bonnet, or testifying any reverence 
for the alleged sanctity of the relic, took from 
his neck a gold chain, which he flung on the 
l^ard, saying — ‘ Let Prior Aynier hold my pledge 
and that of this nameless vagrant, in token that 
when the Knight of Ivanhoe conies wuthin the 
Ibur seas of Britain, he under lies the eliallcnge 
of Brian do Bois-Guilbort, whicli, if ho answer 
not, I will proclaim him as a coward on the 
Walls of every Temple court in Europe.’ 

'It wifi not need,’ said the Lady Row’cna, 
breaking silence ; ' my voice shall he hoard, if 
no other in this hall is raised in liehalf of the 
absent Ivanhoe. I affirm ho will meet fairly 
every honourable challenge. Could my weak 
warrant add security to the inestimable pledge 
of Ihis holy pilgrim^ I would pledge name and 


fame that Ivanhoe gives this proud knight the 
meeting he defires.* 

A crowd of conflicting emotions seemed to have 
occupied Cedric, and kept him silent during this 
discussion. Gratified pride, resentment, em- 
barrassment, chased each other over his broad 
and open brow, like tbo shadow of clouds drifting 
ovrr a harvest-field ; while his attendants, on 
whom the nairio of the sixth knight seemed to 
])iodiico an effect almost elcctiical, hung in, 
suspense upon their master’s looks. But when 
Rowena spoke, the sound of her voice seemed to 
staitlc him from his silence. 

'Lady, ’said Cecil ie, ‘this beseems not; W’ere 
fmthcr pledge necessaiy, I myself, offended, and 
justly offeuclcHl, as 1 am, would yet gage my 
honour for the honour of Ivanhoe. But the 
wager of battle is complete, even according to the 
fantastic fashions of Norman chivalry Is it not, 
Bather Aynier ? ’ 

' It is,’ replied the piior ; ‘ and the blessed relic 
and rich chain will I bestow safely in the tieasury 
of our convent, until tlic decision of this warlike 
challenge.’ 

Having thus siiokeii, lie eiosscd himself ogain 
and again, ami, alter many gennfleetions and 
niuttcicd piaycis, ho deliveiecJ the rehquaiy to 
Biothc^r Anibiose, Ins allendant monk, while ho 
hiniscif swept up with less ceremony, hut perhaps 
with no less internal satisfaction, tlic golden 
chain, and bestowed it in a poiuh lineal with 
perfumed leather which opened under his arm. 
'And now', Sir Ceclrie,* he said, 'niy ears aie 
chiming vesjieis with the strength ol }our good 
wine— peinnt us aiiolber pledge to the welfaie of 
the Tjady Roweun, and indulge us with liberty 
to ]>ass to our rej>ose.’ 

' By the rood of Bromholme,’ said the Saxon, 
'you do but small credit to your fame, Sir Prior ! 
Keport speaks you a bonnio monk, that would 
liear the matin chime ore ho quitted his bowl ; 
and, old as I am, 1 feared to have shame in 
encountering you. But, by ray faith, a Saxon 
boy of twelve, in my ti*ie, would not so soon 
have relinquished his goblet. 

The prior had his own reasons, however, for 
persevering in tlie course of tcmpcianee whieli he 
had adopted. ITc w^as not only a ]>rofessional 
peacemaker, hnt from ]>raetieo a hater of all feuds 
and brawls. It was not altogether irom a love 
to his ncighhoin or to himself, or from a mixture 
of both. On the present occasion, he had an 
instinctive apprehension of the fiery temper of 
the Saxon, and saw the danger that the reckless 
and presum]>tuous spiiii, ot which his commnion 
had all cady given so many proofs, might at length 
produce some disagreeable explosion. lie there- 
foie gently insinuated the incapacity of the 
native of any other country to engage in the 
genial conflict of the bowl with the hardy and 
strong-headed Saxons ; something ho mentioned, 
hut slightly, about his own holy character, and 
ended by pivseing his pioiiosal to depart to 
repose. 

The grace-cup was accordingly served round, 
and the guests, after making deep obeisance to 
I their landlord and to the Lady Rowena, arose 
and mingled in the hall, while the heads of the 
family, by separate doors, retired with their 
attendants* ^ 
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^ Unbelieving flog/ said tbo Templar to tsaao 
tho Jew, as ho parsed him in the tlirong, ‘ dost 
thou bond Ihy course Lo tho tournament 'i ' 

* 1 do so juoposo/ rcidiod Isaac, bowing in all 
humility, 'if it please j^our reverend valour.’ 

*Ay/ said tho knight, 'to gnaw tho bowels 
of our nobles with usury, and to gull women 
and hoys with gauds and toys. — I warrant thee 
btoro of shekels in thy .lewisli scrip.’ 

'Not a sliekol, not a silver ])ejiny, not a 
halfling— so liclp me the (Jod of Abraham'’ 
said the Jew, clasping his hands ; '1 go but to 
seek tho assistance of soim* brethren of my liib(‘ 
to aid me to pay the fine whifli tlio biXclie(pier 
of the ,lc\As* have iinjioscd ujuui me Valhev 
Jaeol) be my speed ! I am an impovoiislicd 
wretch— tho very gaberdine I wear is borrowed 
from Reubrm of Tade.istor.’ 

Tlie 'I'emnJar sidled sourly as he lejdied, 
* Tleshrcw tneo for a f.ilsc-bcartcd liar ! ’ and 
passing on\^a^d, as if dc darning (iirther confir 
cnoo, be communed with Ins Moslem slaves in a 
language unkuouii to the bystaudcis. The 
poor Israelite seemed so staggered by the adtliess 
of the military monk, that the Tein|>lar )i id 
passed on to the exlrcmily of the hall ere he 
raised his head from the humble })oslin*c ubieli 
ho bad assumed, so far ns to be seusildc of bis 
departure. And when he did locjk around, it 
was with the astouish(*d air of one at uliosc feet 
a tliiindcrboH has just burst, and uho bears 
still tlie nstouiiding report ringing in Ids cars. 

The Templar and ])rior Wi*ro shortly after 
marshalled to tlieir sleeping a]«irlments by the 
steward and the cupbearer, each attended by 
two ioi\‘hboar(*Ts and two servants carrying 
refreshments, while seivaiits of inferior condition 
indicated to their retiime and to tho other 
guests their respective places of repose. 


CHAPTER VI. 

To buy his favour I extend this friendship; 

If he will take it, so ; if not, adieu : 

And, foi my love, I pray you wiong me not. 

Mkroiant of Venicf. 


As the palmer, lighted by a domestic with a 
torch, passed througli the intricate combination 
of apartments of this largo and irregular mansion, 
the cupbearer coming behind him whispered in 
his ear, that if he had no objection to a cup of 

§ ooJ mead in his apartment, there were many 
omcstics in that family who would gladly hear 
the nows ho had brought from the Holy Land, 
and particularly that \\hich eonoerned the 
Knight of Ivanhoc. ‘'Vaniha presently appeared 
to urge the same request, observing that a cu}> 
after midnight was worth three after curfew. 
Without disj)ating a maxim uiged by such 

g authority, tlie jialmer thanked them for 
courtesy, but observed that he liad in- 
3 in his religious vow an obligation never 
sak in the kitchen on matters wliich were 
tdted in the hall. * That vow, ' said Wamha 

* In those days* the jews were subjected to an Exchequer 
d^icated to that purpose, and which laid them 

toe ibost exorbitant Impositions.— L. T. 


to the cupbearer, * would scarce suit a serving- 

man.’ 

The cupbearer shrugged up his shoulders in 
displeasure. ‘ I thou^l to have lodged him in 
the solcre cliamhor,’ saifl he; 'but since he is 
so unsocial to Christiana, e’on let him take tho 
next stall to Isaac tho Jcw’.^. — Anwold/ said ho 
to the torchbearer, ‘carry the pilgrim to tho 
southern cell. — I give you good-night*,’ he added, 
'Sir ralmcr, with small thanks for short 
court esy.’ 

'(Jooil-night, and Our Lady’s benison/ said 
tho iialnicr, with comjiosurc ; and his guide 
moved forwaid. 

In a small antechamber, into wliich several 
dooi** opened, and wbieli was lighted, by a small 
iron lamp, they meV a second pitci nipt ion from 
the waiting maid of Rowena, ulio, saying in a 
tone of aulliority that ber mistress desired to 
s[«*.'ik with the palmer, took the torch from tho 
hand of Anwold, and, bidding him await her 
return, made a sign to the ])almer to follow. 
Ajipareiitly he did not think it proper to decline 
Ibis invitation as be bad done the former; for, 
tlioiigb his gesture indicatoil some snipriso at 
the summons, he obeyed it without answer or 
reinoiistrancc. 

A short passage, and an ascent of seven steps, 
each of which was composed of a solid beam of 
oak, led him to tho apartment of the Lady 
ttowena, the rude niagiiifieenco of which corre- 
sponded to the respect which uas paid to her by 
tlie lord of the mansion. The walls wore covered 
with ombroidorcfl hangings, on which different 
eoloiircd silks, inter>\ovcii with gold and silver 
threads, bad been employed, with all the ait of 
uhich tho ago was capable, to represent the 
s]>orts of limiting and hawking. The bod was 
adorned with the same rich tajiestry, and sur- 
rounded with cui tains dyed with purple. The 
seats had also their stained eoverings ; and one, 
which was higher tlian the lest, ^Jvas accommo- 
dated with a footstool of ivory, curiously carved. 

No fewer than four silver candelahras, holding 
great ivaxen torches, served to illuminate this 
apartment. Yet let not modern beauty envy 
the niagniticenee of a Saxon princess. Tlie 
walls of the apartment were so ill finished, and 
so full of crevi(*e.s, that the lich hangings shook 
to the, night bUbt, and, in desjnte of a sort of 
SCI eon intended to proted them from the wind, 
the flame of the torches streamed sideways into 
tho air, like the unfuiled pennon of a chieftain. 
Magnificeneo there was, with some rude attemjit 
at taste ; but of comfort there was little, and, 
being unknown, it w’as uiimisscd. 

Tlio Lady Uowena, with three of her attend- 
ants standing at her hack, and arranmng licr 
hail ore slie lay down to rest, was seated in the 
sort of throne already mentioned, and looked as 
if horn to exact general homage. The pilgrim 
acknowledged her claim to it by a low genu- 
flection. 

'Rise, jialmcr,’ said alio gracioufify. ‘Tho 
defender of the absent has a right to favourable 
reception from nil who value truth, and honour 
manhood.’ »Slic tlien said to her train, ‘Retire, 
excepting only Elgitha; I would with 

this holy pilgrim.* 

The maidens, without leaving the apartment, 
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retired to ite farthest extremity, and sat down 
on a small bench against the wall, where they 
remained 'mute as statues, though at such a 
distance that their whispers could not have 
interrupted the conversation of tlicir mistress. 

‘Pilgrim,’ said the lady, after a monjcnt’s 
pause, during which she seemed uncertain how 
to address him, ‘you this night mentioncfl a 
name — I mean,' she su 1, with a degieo of elfoit, 
‘the name of Ivanhoe, in tlie halls when* by 
nature and kindred it should have sounded 
most acceptably ; and yet, such is tin* ]><*rverse 
course of late, that of many whose liearts must 
have throbbed at tlie sound, 1 only daie ask 
you where, and in what condition, nou Jell him 
of whom you spoke f \\ cj heard lh.it, having 
remained in I’;ilesiine, on account of hi.s iin 
paired health, alter the dejiaiture of the English 
army, he had ex]>eiioiiced the persecution ot the 
French faction, to whom the Temjdars arc known 
to 1)0 attached.’ 

‘I know little of the Knight of Ivanhoe,’ 
answered the ])alniei, with a tioiibhd voice. 
‘I would I knew linn hot Ur, siik'c you, lady, 
aie interested in hi.s fate, lie li.nili, J beliive, 
surmounted the perseeution of his enemi(‘s in 
I’dlestiuo, and is on tho eve of ictiniilng to 
England, where you, lady, must know hotter 
than I what is his chains' of lja])[)iiicss.' 

The liady Row'cna sighed de(*])ly, and asked 
more jiartieiilaily wlien the Knight ot Ivaiihoo 
might he expected in liia native country, and 
whether In* would not he exposed to gieat 
daiigeis by the road. On the first point the 
palmer professed igiioraiici* ; on the s(*eon(l, he 
said that the voyage might ho safidy made by 
the way of Veiiieo and Genoa, and iiom thence 
through France to England. ‘Ivanhoe,’ ho 
said, ‘ wus so well acquainted with tho language 
and niaunerfl of tlie hVeiieh, that Ihete was no 
fear of hi.s incuriiiig any ha/aiil during that 
part of his travels.’ 

‘ Would to God,’ said the Lady Rowena, ‘he 
wore hero safely arrived, and able to bear arms 
in tho approaching tourney, in which the chivalry 
of this land are cxjiected tw display their address 
and valour. Should Athclstane of Oonings- 
burgh obtain tlie jm'/e, Ivanlioe is like to hear 
evil tidings when he reaches England. - -How 
looked he, stranger, when you Ja^t saw liim ^ 
Had disea.so laid her hand heavy iij)oii liis 
strength and conn iiiie.ss ? ’ , 

‘He was darker,’ said the palmer, ‘and 
thinner, than when he came from Gypnis in the 
train of (\vur-de-Lioii, and care .seemed to sit 
heavy on his brow ; hnt I ajiproached not his 
presence, because he is iinkiiowui to me.’ 

‘ He will,’ said the lady, ‘ I fear, find little in 
his native land to clear those clouds from his 
countenance. Thanks, good pilgiim, for yonr 
information concerning the eomjianion of my 
childhood. — Maidens,’ she said, ‘draw near— 
offer the slee]nng cup to this holy man, whom I 
will no l&gci’ detain from repose.’ 

One of the maidens presented a silver cup, 
containing a rich mixture of wine and spice, 
which Eowena barely put to her lips. It was 
then offered to tho palmer, who, after a low 
obeisance, tasted a few droiis. 

‘Accept this alms, friend,’ continued the lady, 


offering a piece of gold, * in acknowlcdment of 
thy iwiinfiil travail, and of tho shrines thou hast 
visited,* 

Tl)o palmer received tho boon with another 
low levereiiee, and followed Edwina out of tho 
apaifiiK lit. 

‘In the anteroom ho found his attendant 
A 11 wold, who, taking the torch from the hand 
of tho waitirig-maiif. e«mdneted him with more 
haste than K'lemony to an exterior and ignoble 
part of the building, wbeie a number of small 
ajiartments, or ratio r cells, .served for bloc]>ing 
plaits to till* hnva’ oriUr of doiaestics, and to 
.strangers of mean degree. 

‘Ill whieh of these sleeps the Jew?’ said tho 
pilgrim. 

‘The nnholiov'iiig dog,’ answered Anvvold, 
‘kennels in the cell next yonr holiness. Saint 
Duiustan, how' it must bo seiaped and cleaiibed 
ire it be again lit lor a ('hristian ’ ’ 

‘And wbeie sleeps Gmlh tlie swineherd?’ 
said the stranger. 

*‘(inrlh,’ replied the bondsman, *sleep.s in tho 
cell on yoni light, as the Jew on that to your 
lelt ; yon sinve to keep the child of eireiimcisioii 
ae[)ai.ite fioiii the abomination ot liis tiibe. You 
might have occujiied a nioie honourablo place 
had 3 'ou o'-eepted of Oswald’s invitation.’ 

‘ It is as well ns it is,’ said the palmer ; ‘the 
eompaiiy, even of a Jew, can haidly sjiread con- 
tamination through an oaken ])aitition.’ 

So sa} ing, ho entered the cabin allot tod to him, 
and, taking tho torch from the domestic's hand, 
thanked him, and vvi.shed him good-night. Hav- 
ing shut the dooi of hi.s cell, he ])laeea tho torch 
ill a candlestick made of wood, and looked 
aionnd his slciquiig njiaitmeiit, the furnibui'e 
of which was ot the most simple kind. It con- 
sisted of a rude wooden stool, and still ruder 
hiilih or bed-fiame, stufiVd with clean straw, 
and accommodated with two or thiee Blieepskins 
by way of bedclothes. 

Tho palmer, having extinguished his torch, 
thiew himself, without taking off any port of his 
elothes, on this nide couch, and slept, or at least 
letained his recumbeut jiostnre, till the earliest 
sunbeams found their w^ay llirongh Hie little 
grated window, vvJiieh serv'cd at once to admit 
both air and light to his uneomfortahlc coll. He 
then started U]>, and, after lepeating his matins 
and adjusting his dress, he left it, and entered 
that of Isaac the Jew, lifting the latch as gently* 
as lie could. 

The inmate was lying in troubled slumber 
upon a com li similar to that on whieh the palmer 
himself had passed tho night. Such parts of his 
dress as the Jew^ had laid aside on the preced- 
ing evening, w'oro disposed carefully around his 
person, as if to ])rcvent the hazard of their being 
carried off during liis slumbers. There was a 
trouble on Ida brow’ amounting almoi-t to agony. 
His hands and arms moved convulsively, as if 
struggling with the nightmare ; and besides 
seveial ejaculations in ITebrew, tho following 
were distinctly hoard in the Eornian- English, or 
mixed laii^age of the country : * For the sakft 
of the God of Abraliam, spare an unhajmy old 
man 1 I am poor, I am i>ennileS8— shoula your 
irons wrench my limbs asunder, I could not 
gratify you ! * 
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THio pftlmer awaited not tho end of the Jew’s 
visioDf out stirred him with his pilgrim’s staff. 
The touch probably associated, as is usual, with 
some of the apprebensious excited by his dream ; 
for the old man started up, his grey hair standing 
almost elect uj)on his head, and huddling some 
part of his garments about him, while ho held 
the detached i)ioc’e3 with the tenacious grasp of 
a falcon, he fixed upon the palmer his keen black 
eyes, expressive of wild surprise and of bodily 
apprehension. 

* Fear nothing from me, Isaac,’ said the palmer, 

‘ I come as your friend.* 

*The God of Israel rpq[uito you,* said the Jew, 
greatly relieved ; *I dreamed — But Father Abra- 
ham be praised, it was but a dream.’ Then 
collecting himself, ho added in hia usual tone, 

‘ And what may it bo your pleasure to wajit at 
so early an hour with the poor Jew ? ’ 

'It is to tell you,* said the palmer, 'that if 
you leave not this mansion instantly, and travel 
not with some haste, your journey may prove a 
dangerous one.’ 

'Holy father I ’ said ihe Jew ; 'whom could it 
interest to endanger so poor a wretch as I am ? ’ 

‘The purpose you eaii best guess,’ said the 
pilgrim ; ' but roly on this, that when the Templar 
crossed the hall yesternight, ho spoke to his 
Mussulman slaves in the Saracen language, which 
I well understand, and charged thenv this morn- 
ing to watch the journey of the Jew, to sci/o 
upon him wlioii at a couveiiient distance from the 
mansion, and to conduct him to the castle of 
Philip do Malvoisin, or to that of Reginald 
Froiu-do-Boeuf.’ 

It is impossible to describe the extremity of 
terror which sci/cd upon the Jew at this infoima- 
tion, and Bccmed at once to overpower his whole 
faculties. His arms fell down to his sides, and 
his head droo})ed on his breast, his knees bent 
under his weight, every nerve and muselo of his 
frame seemed to collapse and lose its energy, and 
he sunk at the foot of the palmer, not in the 
fashion of one Avho intentionally stoojis, kneels, 
or prostrates himself to excite compassion, but 
like a man borne down on all sides by the pres- 
sure of some invisible force, which crushes him 
to the earth without the power of resistance. 

* Holy God of Abraham ! ’ was his first excla- 
mation, folding and elevating his wrinkled hands, 
but without raising bis grey head from the pave- 
ment ; ' 0 holy Moses ! 0 blessed Aaron ! the 
dream is not dreamed for nought, and the vision 
cometh not in vain ! I feel their irons already 
tear my sinews 1 1 feel the rack pass over my 
body like iho saws, and harrows, and axes of 
iron oyer the men of Rabbali, and of the cities of 
the children of Ammon ! * 

* Stand up, Lsaae, ai.d hearken to me,* said the 
palmer, who viewed the extremity of his distress 
with a compassion lu w'hich contempt was largely 
TlJlng:lod ; ‘you have cause for your terror, con- 
sidering how your brethren have been used, in 
order to extort from them their hoards, both by 
princes and nobles ; but stand up, I say, and 1 
will point out to you tlio means of eseajM*. Leave 

niamftou instantly, wliile its inmates sleep 
fWid ilAw the last night’s revel. I will guide 
^gdljldb|r the secret paths of the forest, known as 
to mqr that rai^ it, and 


I will not leave you till you are under safe 
conduct of some chief or baron going to the tour- 
nament, whoso good-will you have probably the 
moans of securing.’ 

As the oars of Isaac received the hopes of 
escape which this speech intimated, he uegan 
gracfiially, and inch by inch, as it were, to raise 
himself up from the ground, until ho fairly 
rested upon bis knees, throwung back his long 
grey liair and beard, and fixing his keen black 
eyes u})on the palmer's face, with a look express- 
ive at once of liope and fear, not ui> mingled with 
suspicion. But when he heard the concluding 
part of the sentence, his original terror appeared 
to revive in full force, and ho dropped once more 
on his face, oxelaimLig, ' 1 possess the means of 
p«c''ring good-will ! alas ! there' is but one road 
to the favour of a Christian, and how can the 
poor Jew find it, whom extortions have already 
reduced to the misery of Lazarus ? ’ Then, as if 
suspicion hail overpowered his other feelings, he 
suddenly exclaimeu, ‘ For the love of God, young 
man, betray mo not — for the sake of the Great 
Father who made us all, Ji'w as well as Gentile, 
Israelite and iKlimaclitc- -do me no treason ! I 
have not means to secure the good-will of a 
Clnistian beggar, -were he rating it at a single 
penny.* As he spoke these last words, ho raised 
Iiiinself, and grasped the palmer’s mantle with 
a look of the most earnest entreaty. The pilgrim 
extricated himself, as if there were contamination 
in the touch. 

' Wert thou loaded with all the wealth of thy 
tribe,' ho said, 'what interest have I to injure 
Iheo ? — In this dress I am vowed to poverty, nor 
do I change it for aught save a horse and a coat 
of mail. ITet think not that I care for thy com- 



thce.' 

‘ Alas ! ’ said tho Jew, ‘ ho will not let mo 
travel in his train — Saxon or Norman will be 
eq^ually ashamed of the poor Israelite ; and to 
travel by myself through the domains of Philip 
de Malvoisin and Reginald Front-de-Boeuf — Good 
youth, I will go witli you Let us haste-*let ns 
gird up our loins -let us llee !— Here is thy staff, 
why wilt thou tarry ? ’ 

‘ ] iarry not,’ said the pilgrim, giving way to 
tho urgency of Ids companion ; ' but I must 
secure the means of leaving this place — follow 
me.* • 

Ho led tlie way to the adjoining cell, which, 
as the reader is apprised, was occupied by Gurth 
the swineherd. —'Arise, Gurth,’ said the pilgrim, 

' arise quickly. Undo the postern gate, and let 
out the Jew' and me.’ 

Gurth, whose occupation, though now hold so 
mean, gave him as much consci^uenco in Saxon 
England as that of Eunueiis in Ithaca, was 
offended at tho familiar and commanding tone 
aasumed by tbc palmer. 'Tlio Jew leaving 
Bother wood,’ said lie, raising himsoH on his 
elbow, and looking superciliously at him without 
quitting his pallet, 'and travelling ixt company 
with tho palmer to boot ’ 

* I should as soon have dreamt,’ said Wamba^ 
who entered the apartment at the instant, 'of 
his stealing away with a gammon of bacon/ 

* Kevertneless/ said Guribi again laying down 
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his head on the wooden log which served him 
for a pillow, *both Jew and Gentile must be 
content to abide the opening of the great gate — 
we suffer no visitors to depart by stealth at these 
unseasonable hours.' 

‘Nevertheless,’ said the pilgrim, in a oom- 
tnaudiiig tone, ‘ you will not, 1 think, refuse me 
that favour.* 

*So saying, lie &too]>c-'’ over the bed of the 
recumbent swineherd, and whis|)ercd something 
in his ear in Saxon. Gurth started up as li 
electrified. The pilgrim, raising his linger in an 
attitude os if to expi-oss caution, added, * Gurth, 
beware — thou art wont to be jirudciit. 1 say, 
undo the postern — tliou shalt know more anon.’ 

AVitli hasty alacrity Gurth olicyed liiiii, while 
Wamlia and tlic Jew 1 olio wc</, ]>oth wondering at 
the sudden change in tlie swiiiclind’s demeanour. 

‘ My mule, iny mule,’ said the Jew', as soon as 
they stood without the postern. 

‘ Fetch him his mule,' said the pilgrim ; ‘and 
lioare&t thou,— let me have another, that 1 may 
bear him company till he is heyond these ]>arts 
— I will return it safely Lo some of Odne’s tiain 
at Ashby, And do thou’ — ho wdiispered the 
rest in (Wurth’s ear. 

‘ "Willingly, most willingly shall it be done,* 
said Gurth, and instantly departed to execute 
the commission. 

‘ I wish I knew',' said Wamba, when his 
comrade’s back was tuniecl, ‘what you palmers 
learu in the Holy Land,’ 

‘ To say jaur orisons, fool,’ aiisw'ered the 
pilgi’iin, ‘to repent our sins, and to mortify 
ourselves with fasting, vigils, and long iirayers.' 

‘ Something moic potent than that,’ answ'ered 
the jester ; ‘ for w'lieii would repentance or 
prayer make Gurth do a courtesy, or fasting or 
\igil persuade him to lend you a mule ? — 1 trow 
you might as W’ell liavc told his favourite black 
l»oar of tliy vigils and peiianee, and wouldst 
have gotten aif civil an answer.’ 

‘Go to,’ said the pilgrim; ‘thou art but a 
Saxon fool.’ 

‘Thou sayest well,’ said tlio jester ; ‘had I 
been horn a Norman, as I think thou art, I 
would have had link on my side, and been next 
door to a wise man.’ 

At this moment Gurth njipeared on the 
opj)osito side of tlic moat with (ho mules. The 
trav'ellers crossed the diteli upon a drawbridge 
of only two jJanks’ breadth, the narrowness of 
which was matched willi the slraitncss of the 
postern, and with a little wicket in the exterior 
palisade, which gave access to the forest. No 
sooner had they reached the mules, Ihnn the 
Jew, with hastv and trenilding hands, secured 
behind the saddle a small hag of blue burkram, 
which he took from under liis cloak, containing, 
as ho muttered, ‘ a change of raiment - only a 
change of raiment.’ Then getting upon the 
animal with more alacrity and haste than could 
have been anticipated from his years, lie lost no 
time in scf disposing of the skirts of his gaberdine 
as to conceal completely from observation the 
burden W'hicli he had thus deposited ai croM^w. 

The pilgrim mounted with more deliberation, 
reaching, as ho departed, his hand to Gurth, 
who kissed it with the utmost possible venera- 
tion. The swineherd stood gazing after the 
91 
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travellers until they were lost under the boughs 
of the forest jiath, when he was disturbed from 
his reverie by the voice of "W'amba. 

‘ K nowest thou,’ said the jester, ‘my good 
fiieiul Gurth, tliat thou art strangely courteous 
and most unwuntedly pious on this summer morn- 
ing I I w ould 1 were a black )>rior or a barefoot 
ivilmer, to avail mywlf of thy unwonted zeal 
and coiutesy -certes, 1 would make more out of 
it than a kiss of tlic hand.’ 

‘ Thou art no fool tlius far, Wamba,’ answered 
Gurlli, ‘ thoiigli tlioii argiu'st from ajipearances, 
ami the VMsest of us can do no more.- But it is 
time to look alter my charge.’ 

So saying, lie turned back to the mansion, 
atteiuled by the jester. 

Meanwhile the travdlers continued to press on 
tlieir journey with a dcsjtatili which argued the 
c'ctremity ol the Jew’s fears, since ^tcisoils at his 
age are seldom fond of lapid niotioii. The 
])alinor, to whom every path and outlet iu the 
wood np])eared to t )0 lamiliar, led the w'ay 
through the most devious jiathH, and more than 
once excited anew the siisjiieion of the J.^raelite, 
tliat he intended to betray him into some 
anihiiseafle of his enemies. 

His doubts mij-hl have luen indeed pardoned ; 
for, except jieihajts llie lining iish, thcie was no 
laco existing on the enith, iu the air, or the 
waters, who weie the object of sneli an unintei- 
initting, geneial, and lelentless jieiseeiition as 
the Jews of this [leiiod. Upon lh<‘ slightei-t and 
most un reasonable jneteiues, as v^ell as nj»ou 
fUTUsations the most absiiiil and gi mindless, 
their persoiisaiid jiiopertyweie exposed to eveiy 
turn of pojmlar lury ; tor Nornisn, Saxon, Dane, 
and Biitoii, however ailveise these races were to 
eaeli other, contended which should look W'itli 
greatest detestation upon a peoph', whom it was 
acuounted a point of leligion to hate, to revile, 
to despise, to plunder, and to persecute. The 
kiuCT of the Norman lacc, and the independent 
nobles, who followed their examine in all acts of 
tyranny, maintained against this devoted people 
a ])ersecution of a more regular, ealculaterl, and 
self-interested kind. It iu a wcll-knowm story 
ot King John, that ho eonlined a wealthy Jew 
in one of the royal castles, and daily caused ono 
of his teeth to hr torn out, until, wlien the jaw 
of tJie, unliai»])y Isiaelite was lialf di‘»fuiiushed, 
li<* eonhented to ]My a largo .sum, wliieh it was 
the tyrant’s ohji-ct to ixtort fiom him. The 
little ready money wliieli was in the country 
x\as eliiofly in jKKssi'ssion of this persefcuted 
]»eo])le, and the nobility liesitafed not to follow 
tlie example of their soveieigii, in W'linging it 
fiom them by ev'cTy sjieeies ol oppression, and 
oven ])ersoiial torture. Yet the passive couragn 
iii3jjire<l by the love of gain, induced the Jews 
to dare tlie various evils to which they were sub- 
jectecl, in consideration of the immense profits 
which they were enabled lo realize in a (*ountry 
iiatuMlly so wealthy as Kngland. In fl}>ite of 
every kind of diaeouragoinciit, and even of the 
special court of taxations already mentioned, 
called the Jews’ Exchequer, erected for the very 
purpose of despoiling and distressing them, tlie 
Jews increased, multiplied, and accumulated 
huge sums, which they transferred from one 
hand to another by means of bills of exchange-*^ 
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an invention for which roinincroe is said to he 
indebted to tlimi, aurl which eiiablod them to 
transfer their w'ealili horn land to land, that, 
■when threatened with oppression in one country, 
their treasure inifjlit bo secured in another. 

The obstinacy and avarice of tlie Jews hein#? 
thus in a irieasuro jdacisd in opposition to the 
fanaticism and tyranny of those under whom 
they lived, seemed to increase in ])roportiou to 
the porseeiitifm with wdiieli they were visited ; 
and the immense w-ealth they usually aequitcil 
in commerce, w'hilo it frefiueutly places 1 them in 
danger, was at other times used to extend their 
iiilliiciice, and to secure to them a eertaiii <legrec 
of prot(‘etion. On these terms they lived ; and 
their eliaraetcr, intlueneed accordingly, was 
watchful, suspicions, and timid — yet oi)stiiiate, 
Tincomjrlying, and shilfnl in evading the dangcib 
to w’hicli they were exposed. 

Wlicii th(‘ travellers had ]»ushcd on at a ra]»id 
rate through many devious paths, tin* palmer at 
length broke silence, 

‘ That large <lec*ayed oak,’ he said, ‘marks tho 
boundiries over wliich Front -de- Iki ut <.laims 
authority — we arc long since far fr<uii those of 
Malvoisin. Thei*e is now no fear of pursuit.’ 

‘ Way the wh(M*ls of their char lots bo taken off,’ 
said tho Jew, ‘ like those of tlie host of Fhai-aoh, 
that they may drive heivily ! - I Jut leave me not, 
good jiilgrim — Think hut of that licrecaiid savage* 
Templar, wdth his 8araceii slaves they will 
regard iieiLhertciTitory, nor manor, nor loidsliip.’ 

‘Our road,' said tho palmer, ‘slnaild lieu* 
separate ; for it hcaoeins not men of my ehar’acter 
and tliiiio to ti'avcl together longer Ihuu needs 
must be. liesitles, what succour eouldst thou 
have from me, a peaceful lulgrini, against tw’o 
armed heathens 'I ’ 

*0 good youth,’ answered tho Jew, ‘thou 
eanst defend mo, and I know Hum wonldsl. 
1‘oor as I am, I will j-equite it - not wilh money, 
for money, so help mo my Fotlicr Abraham, 1 
have none - but’ 

‘Money and recompense,' said Ihe palmar, 
iiitci*rii])t'ing liiiii, ‘ I h.ive already sai«l J lequiic 
not of tliee. (liiide thee I can ; and, it may he, 
even in some sort defend thee; since to pi-tdeit 
a JrMv against a Nai'acen can .scarce bo seeounterl 
unworthy of a (jhiistian. Thoreibre, Jew, L will 
see tliec safe under soun* fittinfj escort. We are 
now inrt fir from tho town ol Shetlield, where 
thou mayest ea.sily triid many of tliy tribe witii 
whom to take I’clugi*.’ 

* Tho blessing of Jacob lie u])oii thee, good 
yrj^uth*’ snid the Jew; ‘in Shellir Id 1 can 
uaVirour with my kiu.smnn Zarelli, and fiml some 
means of travelling forth with safety.’ 

* l5e it .so,’ .said the nnlmer ; ‘ at Shenield then 
we jiart, and hali-an-tiour’s riding will bring us 
in si^it ot that town.’ 

The Jialf-houi was spent in perfect silence on 
both parts ; the ])ilg:im perhaps disdaining to 
address the Jcw\ exeepL iii case of absolute 
necevssity, and tho Jew not presuming to lorce a 
conversation with a person wdiose journc}’’ to the 
Holy Sepulchre gave a sort of samtitv to his 
character. They paused on the top of a gi’iitly 
rhdhg bank, and the pilgrim, ])ointing to the 
town of Sheffield, which lay beneath them, 
m^tod the words, ‘ Here, then, we part.’ 


‘ Not till you have had the ]K)or Jew’s tlianks,' 
said Isaac ; ‘ for I xtresume not to ask you to go 
with mo to my kinsman Zareth’s, who might aid 
mo w'ith .some means of repaying your good 
offices. * 

‘ I liavo already said,’ answered the x>ilgrini, 
‘that 1 desire no rceonii>eiise. If, among tho 
huge list of thy debtors, ihou w’ilt, for my sake, 
sxMii-e the gyves and the dungeon to some un- 
happy (lluistiaii w’ho stands in thy danger*, I 
shall hold this morning’s se/vice to theo W'cll 
best owed.’ 

‘Stiy, stay,’ said the Jew, laying hold of his 
garment; ‘something would i do more than 
Ibis, something for thy.self. — Ood knows tlio 
.lew* is x>oor yes, Isaac is tlie beggar of his tiib(» 
- bill forgive me shoald I guess ^w bat thou most 
j lekest at tin’s moineiit.* 

‘ If thou werf to guess tiuly,’ said the iraliner, 
‘it is what tliou caust not supply, wert thou a» 
wealthy as thou sayest thou art poor.’ 

‘As J say echoed the Jew ; ‘O, believe it, 

I sa} but tin* traith; 1 am a ]duiidei*ed, indebted, 
distressed man. Hard hainls have wrung from 
me my goods, my money, my ships, and all that 
] possessed.— Yet I eau tell theo what thou 
la( Rest, and, it may be, bnjijdy it too. Thy 
wish cvfii now IS for a horse and armour.’ 

Tin* palmer started, and finned suddenly to- 
wards the Jew: — ‘What fiend prompted that 
guess ^ ’ said he hastily, 

‘No nialtei,’ said the Jew', siiiiliiig, ‘ho that 
it ho a true one — and, as I can guei^s thy want, 
so 1 eau .snx)ply it.’ 

‘Hut, eorusidcr,’ said the ]>alzner, ‘rny iha- 
laeter, rny dre.sH, my vow*.’ 

‘1 know' you ('’hristiaus,’ replied the Jew, 
‘and that tlie noblest of you will take the statl 
and .s«i]i<lal in siqrerstitious x>enanee, and walk 
aioot to visit the graves of dead men,’ 

‘lJla^si»hemc not, Jew',’ said the ])ilgriin sternly. 

‘ Koigive me,’ said tho Jew ; ‘ I Spoke rashly. 
UnL lljeio dro])ped w'oids fiom you last iiigiit 
and this morning, lliat, like sp.iiks from flitii, 
allowed tin* metal w’ithin ; and in the bosom of 
that x>'ahner*’s gown bidden a kingld’s chain 
and sjiiirs of gobi. ^J'liey glanced a.^y'ou stooxiod 
ov'cr my bed iii the rudiidiig.’ 

Thf* ]n]giiin could not forbear smiling. ‘Were 
tliy gainient.s sear (‘bed by us eui i()n.s an eye, Isaac,' 
Slid be, ‘what disroveries might not be made 
‘No more ol that,’ s.iid tlni Jew', changing 
colour; and, drawing forth his w'riting rnatciial.s 
in hast(*, as if to sloj> tho (‘oi»versati<m, he began 
to w rite njKm a piece orpajiei, w hieh he sujiported 
on the toji of his yellow ea}), without dismount- 
ing from Ids mule. When he had finislied, ho 
delivered the .scroll, which w*as in the Hebrew 
eliara(’ter*, to the pilgrim, faying, ‘In the town 
of Mei'sfer all men know* tlie ids'll Jew, Kiijath 
.l.iirarn of Lombardy ; give him this scroll —he 
hath on sale six Milan harnesse.s, the worst 
w'ould suit a erow'ned head — ten goodly steeds, 
the w'orst night mount a king, w'crc ne to do 
battle for his throne. Of these lie will givo 
theo thy choi(‘e, with everything else that can 
fumi.sh thee forth for the tournament ; when it 
is over, thou wult retur’n them safely — unless 
thou shouldst have wherewith to pay their 
value to tho ow'ner,’ 
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‘But, Isaac,' said the lulgrim, smiling, ‘dost 
thou know that in these sports the arms and 
steed of the knight wlio is unhorsed are forfeit 
to his victor ? Now I may be unfortunate, and 
so lose what I cannot replace or rvpay.’ 

The Jew looked somewhat astounded at this 
possibility ; but, collecding his courage, ho replied 
hastily, ‘No— no - no— it is iin])Ofasiblc--I wdll 
not think so. Tlic lik sing ol our Father will 
bo upon Ihce. TJiy lanco will bo powerful as 
the rod of Moses.’ 

So saying, ho uas turning his mule’s head 
away, when tins palmer, in his turn, t<K)k h(»ld 
of his gaberdine. *Nay, but, Isaae, thou 
knowest not all the lisU. The steed may be 
slain, the armour injured-- lor 1 ^\ill sjwire 
neither hor.se nor man. besides, tiiose of thy 
Iribo give nothing foi nothing ; something there 
must he paid I'oj- their use.’ 

The Jew twisted himself in the saddle, like a 
man in a fit of the colie ; hut his hotter feel- 
ings predominated over those whieh wore most 
familiar to him. ‘I eare not,’ he said, ‘T earc 
not-- let mo go. If there is damage, it W’ill eost 
you nothing— if tliere is nsagr» nioin‘y, KLrjath 
Jairam will forgive it for the sake of his kins- 
niaii Isaac. Fare- thee- Avell ! Vet hark thee, 
good youth,’ said ho, turning about, ‘thrust 
thyself not too forward into this vain hurly- 
burly — I speak not for endangering the steed 
and coat of armour, but for the sake of thine 
own life and liuihs.’ 

‘(Jrameri^' for thy caution, ’ said the i»almer, 
again smiling ; ‘ I w’ill mse Ihy courtesy’ Irankly, 
and it will go hard with me but I uill requite ii.’ 

'riiiy jiarted, and took dilferent roa<ls for the 
touii of Slieflield. 


CmiPTER VIL 
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Knights, witli a long retinue of their squiies, 

In gaudy liveries inarili, an«l qiuiint .iltiirs; 

One Jai ed the helm, another held the l.inre, 

A thiid the shining hnekhr did ailv.iiice. 

The courser paw'd the ground with icsllt's feet, 

And snoiting foam’d ami champ’d the gnldcii hit. 

The smiths .Old aimuuieis on luilfriys lide, 

Files in til' it hands, and liammrrs at thu»- side; 

And nails lor louscn’il spe.ir-, and tin iig-. foi shields 
pi ov idf. 

The yeomen guard the stieels in srcinly hands 
And downs tome ciowding in, ueh i^udgcls in thd, 
hands. • 

Paiamon a VO Akcitk. 

Tin: condition of tbo I'higlisli nation rvas at 
this lime sntriciently luiserahle. King Richard 
ivas absent a prisoner, and in the ]M)wer of the 
perfidious and cruel Duke of Au^tiia. Even the 
very jdaec of his cajttivity w^as uneertaiii, and his 
fate but very imj»erfectly known to Ibe generality 
of las subjects, w'lio rvere, in the meantime, a 
prey to every sjs'eies of subaltern oppn'ssiou. 

I'rineo tlolm, in league with Pliilij) of France, 
Cicur-tlo-^iion’s mortal enemy, was rising eveiy^ 
speeibs of iidlueiico rvitli tbe Duke of Austria, 
to jiroloiig the captivity of his brother Richard, 
to whom lie stood indelited for so many favours. 
In the meantime, lie was strengthening his oivii 
faction in the kingdom, of whieh ho projiosed 
to dispute the succession, in case of the king’s 


death, with the legitimate lieir, Arthur, Duke of 
Rritlany, son of Geoffrey IMantageuet, the elder 
brother of .lolin. This usurpation, it is well 
known, he. .ifterw'aids effected. Ilis own cha- 
racter being light, jirofligate, and perfidious, 
John easily attached to his person and faction, 
not only all who had reason to dread the resent- 
nient of Rieliaid for criminal proceedings during 
his ahsenee, but also tlii' numerous class of ‘law- 
less resoluies,’ wliom the crusades had turned 
back on their country, aceomplished in Ihc vices 
of the East, imjmerislied in substanee, and 
hardened in eharaeter, and who ])laeed their 
hopes of harvest in civil commotion. 

To these eniises of public distress and np]ire- 
lieiision must ])e added the multitude of outlaws, 
A\ho, driven to despair by tbe opjiression of the 
feudal nobilily, and tin* si'veie exeieise of Ibo 
forest laws, bamled lugetbev in huge gangs, and, 
Ivcejnng possession (\f the forests and tbe wastes,, 
set at dcliatiee the justice and magislraey of ibe 
country. The nobles themselves, each fortiiied 
within bis owui castle, and ])laying the petty 
sovereign over his own dominions, were the 
leaders of l>aii<Is scarce less lawless and o])])U‘ss- 
ivc than those of tlie avow'ed (le]«iedators. To 
maintain these retainers, and to snjjport the e,\- 
travaganee and magnifieenee W’hieh their pride 
induced them to atfeet, tlie nobility hon-owed 
sums of money from the .lew’s at* the most 
usurious interest, wideh giiiwed into their 
estates like e<msiiniiiig cankei-s, seaiee to he 
cured unless wdien cireiimsl ine<*s gave them an 
oiiporlunily of getting free, by <*\eriishig upon 
their credit ors some act of imprineipled vi»)lenee. 

Under the vaiious l)urdens im)>osed by this 
unhappy stale of allairs, the people of England 
siillered deeply for the iii’es(uit, and had yet 
more dreadful (*auso to fear for the future. 'To 
augment their misery, a «‘onlagious disorder of 
a dangerous nature spread through the land ; 
and, rendered nmre viiulent by the nncleanness, 
the indifferent food, and tlu* wretehed lodging 
of the lower classes, sw'cpt off many whose late 
the .Mirvivors w'ere templed to envy, as exeinjd- 
ing lliem fiom the evils wIim h wrre to come. 

Yet amid these aedimnlab-d distresses, the 
poor as well ns the rith, tJie vulgar ns well as 
the noble, in llie i'^<nt of a tonniamenl, w'bieb 
W'astbo grand sj>eelaele of that age, fidt as inneli 
interested as the half-staiw(*d eilizen of Madrid, 
wlio has not a real leil to buy provisions for his 
f.Miiily, fells in thei^snr of a Inill-fight. Neither 
duty iior inJirmity could keep youth or age from 
such exhibitions. The jjassage of arms, ns it 
was ealleil, whiih w’as to take place at Ashby, 
in the county ol Ijeicester, as clnm]iions of the 
first renow'ii weie to take the field in the ]>re- 
senec of Fiiiiee .lohn himself, wdio was expected 
to gi’aee tin lists, had attvaelod universal atten- 
tion, and an immense eimfluence of persons of 
all ranks ha.stened upon the appointed moniiiig 
to the j)laee of eomhat. 

The scone was singulaily lomantie. On the 
verge of a w'ooil, W’hieli ai»proaclicd to within :i 
mile of the town of Ashby, W'as an extensive 
meadow', of the finest and most beautiful green 
turf, surrounded on one side by the forest, and 
fringed on the other by struggling oak frees, 
boino of w'hicli lia<l grown to an inmicnsc size. 
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mond, as if fashioned on purpow for the 
Y^arnat ‘duplay which was intended, sloped 
gradnally down on all sides to a level bottom, 
which wa$ eiudosed for the lists with strong 
palisades, forming a space of a quarter of a mile 
in length, and aljoiit half as broad. The form 
of the enclosure was an oblong square, save that 
the corners were considerably rounded off, in 
oi^er to afford more convenience to llie spec- 
tators. The oj)ouings for the entry of the eoin- 
batants wore at the northern and southern 
extremities of the lists, accessible by strong 
wooden gates, each wide enough to admit two 
horsemen riding al)reast. At each of these 
portals wore stationed two heralds, attended by 
six trumpets, as many pmsuivants, and a strong 
body of mcn-at arms for maintaining order, and 
ascertaining the quality of the knights who pro- 
]»osod to engage in this martial gniiic. 

On a ))latform beyond the soutliern er.tiance, 
formed by a natural elevation of the giound, 
were pitebed five magnificent pavilions, adorned 
with pennons of russet and black, the chosen 
colours of tlic five knights cliallengers. The 
cords of the tents were of the same colour. 
Before each pavilion was suspended the shield of 
the knight by 'whom it was occupied, and beside 
it stood his squire, quaintly disguised as a sal- 
vage or sylvan man, or in some other fantastic 
dross, according to the taste of his master, and 
the character he was pleased to assume during 
the game.* The central pavilion, as the place 
of honour, had been assigned to Brian de Bois- 
Ouilbcrt, whose renown in all games of chivalry, 
no less than his connection with the knights 
who had und(‘rtaken this passage of aims, ha<l 
occasioned him to be eagerly received into the 
company of tbe challengers, and even adopted 
as their chief and Icaacr, though he had so 
recently joined them. On one side of his tent 
were pitched those of Reginald Front dc Bceuf 
and Philip de Malvoisin, and on the other was 
the pavilion of Hugh do (Jianlmcsinl, a noble 
baron in the vicinity, whoso ancestor liad l»ccu 
Lord High Stew'aid of KugUnd in the time of 
the Conqueror, and his son William Rufus. 
Ralph de Vipont, a Kiiiglit of Saint John of Jem- 
adem, who had some ancient possessions at a 
j)laco called Heather, near Ashby-dc-la-Zouclic, 
occupied flic fifth pavilion. Fiom the entrant c 
into the lists, a gentle sloping ^lossage, ten yards 
ill breadth, led up to the platfoim on which the 
tents were pitched. It was stiongly secured by 
a palisade on each si<le, as was the esjilanado 
in front of the pavilions, and the whole w^as 
guarded by men at arras. 

The northern access to the lists terminated in 
a similar ontr.uu'e of thiity feet in breath, at the 
extremity of which was a large enclosed space 
for such knights as migl I be disposed to enter 
the lists with the challengers, beliiml which weie 
nl&cod tents containing reiicsbmonts of every 
kind for their accommodation, with armoureis, 
triers, and other attendants, in readiness to give 
Hheir services wdieicver they niigbt be necessary. 

The exterior of the lists was in part otcupied 
by temporary galleries, spread with tapestry and 


* tbbfprt of masquciade is supposed to have occasioned 
V)$ iatroduenon of supporters into tbe science of heraldry. 


oarpetSt and accommodated with cushions for tbe 
convenience of those ladies and nobles who were 
expected to attend the tournament. A narrow 
space, betwixt these galleries and the lists, gave 
accommodation for yeomanry aud spectators of a 
better degice than the mere vulgar, and might 
bo compared to the pit of a theatre. Tlie pro- 
miscuous multitude arrangeil themselves upon 
large banks of turf jirejiared for the purpose, 
which, aided by the natural elevation of the 
ground, enabled them to overlook the galleries, 
and obtain a fair view into the lists. Besides 
the accommodation which these stations afforded, 
many hundreds had perched themselves on the 
branches of the trees wlih-h surrounded the 
meadow' ; and even the steeple of a country 
church, at some disl'ance, w’as, crowded W’ith 
8|)ectator8. 

1 1 only remains to notice respecting the general 
arrangement, that one gallery in the very centre 
of the eastern ride of the lists, and consequently 
exactly o])p()Sitc to the spot where the shock of 
the combat was to take place, was raised higher 
than the others, moie richly decorated, and 
graced by a sort of tbione aud canopy, on which 
the royal ai ms were enibl.iyoncd. KSquii es, l)ages, 
and yeomen in lich livciics, waitca around this 
place of honour, which was designed for Prince 
John ami his nttci]dant<». Opposite to this 
royal galleiy w'as another, elevated to the same 
height, on the western side of the lists ; and 
more gaily, if less sumptuously, decorated than 
that destined for the prince himself, r A train of 
pages and of young maidens, tlie most beautiful 
who could bo selected, gaily dressed in fancy 
habits of green and pink, sunounded a throne 
decorated in the same colours. Among })8niioi)s 
and flags beai iiig wounded hearts, burning hearts, 
bleeding hearts, bows and quivers, and nil the 
commonplace emblems of the triumphs of Cupid, 
a blazoned inscription informed the sjicctatois, 
that this seat of honour w'as designed for Let 
lioyne dc la UcauJU cf //rs* Amours, But who 
was to le present the Queen of Beauty and of 
Love on the present occasion no one w^as prepared 
to guess. 

Meanwhile, spectators of every description 
thronged loiward to oc'cnpy their respective 
stations, and not wuthoiit many quarrels con- 
cerning Ihoso which they weic entitled to hold. 
Some ol these w'l re settled by the men-at-arms 
with brief corernopy ; the shalts of their battle- 
axes and pommels of their sw’oids being readily 
emi>loyef] as aiguments to convince the more 
refractory. Othcis, which involved the rival 
claims ol more elevated persons, w'Cie determined 
by the In i aids, or by the two marshals of the 
field, William do Wyvil and Stephen de Martival, 
W’ho, aimed at all points, rode up and down the 
lists to enforce and jireservo good order among 
the spectatois. 

Gradually the galleries became filled with 
knights and nobles, in their robes of peace, 
w'hosc long and rich-tinted mantles w^rc con- 
trasted wutli the gayer and more splendid habits 
of the ladies, who, in a greater proportion titan 
oven the men themselves, thronged to witness a 
sport which one would have thought too bloody 
and dangerous to afford their sox much pleasure. 
The lower and interior space was soon filled by 
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substantial yeomen and burghers, and such of demeanour as their companions. Among the 
the lesser gpntry as, from modesty, poverty, or latter was the Prior of Jorvaulx, in the most 
dubious title, durst not assume any higher place, gallant trim which a digiutary of the Chtuch 
It was of coiu'so amongst these that the most could vcytuie to exhibit. Pur and gold were 
fre<iuent disputes for precedence occurred. not spared in Ids garments ; and the points of 

*T)og of an unbefiover,' said an old man, his boots, out-hcroding the jirejmsterous fashion 
whose threadbare tunic boro witness to his of the time, tuniod up so very far, as to bo 
poverty, as his sword and dagger, and golden attaclied, not to his knees merely, but to his 
chain intimated his i)n tensions to rank,— ‘u help very gii(llc, and (*frei‘tually prevented him from 
of a she- wolf! darcsttliou press upon a Christian, putting his foot into the stiriuj). This, liow- 
and a Norman gentleman of the blood of Mont- ever, was a slight ineonveniciico to the gallant 
didicr ? * abbot, who, perhaj)s, even iTjoicing in the oppor- 

This rough cx^wstulation was addressed to no tuiiity to disj»lay his accomi/lished horsemanbhip 
other than our acquaintance Isaac, who, richly before so many speetatois, esj)ecially of the fair 
and even mjginticeiitly dressed in a gaber<lino sex, dispensed with these supports to a timid, 
ornamented witli lacc ami lined with fur, was nder. Thercstaf Prince John s rotiimo consisted 
endeavouring t« njakc idace in the foieniost low of the favourite leatlcis of his mercenary troops, 
beneath the gallery for his daughter, the beautiful some marauding bai ous and ]wofligato attendants 
Rebecca, who had joined liim at Ashby, and who upon the court, with several Knights Templars 
was now hanging on her father's arm, not a little and Knights of Saint John, 
tomfied by the popular disjdcasurc which seemed It may be lica'o remarked, that the knights of 
generally excited by her father’s presumption, these two orders were accounted hostile to King 
But Isaac, though we have seeu him sufficiently Richard, having adopted tlie side of Philij) of 
timid on other occasions, knew well that at Franco in the long tiain of disputes wliich took 
present he had nothing to fear. It was not in place in Palestine betuixt that monarch and the 
places of general resort, or where their equals lion-hearted King of England. It w^as tlio well- 
were assembled, that any avaiicioiis or male- knowm consequence of tins discord that Richaid’a 
volent noble durst offer him injury. At such repeated victories had been lendorcd fruitless, 
meetings tlie Jews were under tbe pndection of his lomaiitie attempts to besiege Jerusalem dis- 
the general law ; .'iml if tlmt ]>rf)ve(l a weak ap])oiiitc<l, and the fruit of ail the glory which 
assurance, it usually hap])ened that there w’cre he had atspiired had dwindled into an uncertain 
among the persons assembled some barons, who, true© witli tbo Sultan Saladin. \Vitli tlie same 
for tbeir <^vn interested moti\es, were ready to jiolicy which had dictated the conduct of their 
act as til cir protectors. On the present occasion, biethren in the Holy Lund, tlic Templars and 
Isaac felt more than usually conlident, being Hospitallers in England and Normandy attached 
aware that Prince John ivas even then in the themselves to the faction of Prince John, having 
rery act ofiicgotiatiiig a laigc loan from the Jew's of little reason to dosiie the return of Kichaitl to 
York, to be secured upon c('rtalu jewels and lands. England, or tbe succession of Arthur, his IcgiU* 
Isaac’s own share in this transaction was con- mate heir. For the opposite reason, Prince John 
sidorable, and he well knew' that the Tiriucc’s eager hated and contemneif the few Saxon families of 
desire to bring it to a eoneliision would insure him consequence which subsisted in England, and 
his protection in the dilemma in which he stood, omitted no o])j>ortuiiity of mortifying and affront- 
Emboldened by these considerations, the Jew ing them ; being conscious that his person and 
pursued his point, and jostled the Norman pretensions w’ere disliked by tliem, as w'cll as by 
Christian, without respect either to liis descent, the gi-eater i>art of the English commons, who 
quality, or religion. The complaints of the old feared further irino\atiou upon their rigliis and 
man, however, excited the indignation of the liberties, from a sovereign of John’s licentious 
bystanders. One of these, a stout, well-set yeo- and tyiannical disposition, 
man, arrayed in Liiief»ln gi’oen, liaviiig twelve Attemled by this gallant equipage, himself 
arrows stuck iii his bolt, ivitli a lialdric and w'cll muiinted, .'uid sjdendidlydiessed in crimson 
badge of silver, and a bow' of six feet length in and in gold, bearing ii])on his hand a falcon, and 
liis hand, turned short round, and while his having Ids head eoveied liy a rich fur boinict» 
countenance, which his constant exposure to adorned with a ciixlc of precious stones, from 
weather had rendered hiow'ii as a hazel-nut, which his long cm led hair escaped and over- 
gi*ew darker with anger, he advised the Jew to spread his shoulders, Prince John, upon a grey 
roineraber, that all the wealth ho had acquired and high-racttled palircyj caracoled within the 
by sucking the blood of his miserable victims lists at the head of his jovial party, laughing 
had but swelled liim like a bloated spider, which loud with his train, and eyeing with all the 
might be overlooked w’hilc lie kept in a comer, boldness of royal criticism the beauties who 
but would be crushed if it ventured into the adorned the lofty galleries, 
light, Tliia intimation, delivered in Norman- Those who remarked in the physiognomy of 

a lish with a firm voice and a stern asiwct, the ])rinco a dissolute audacity, mingled with. 

e tjio Jew shrink hack ; and ho would nave extreme hauglitiness and indifference to tho 
probably withdrawn himself altogether from a feelings of others, could not yet deny to iiis 
vicinity so dangerous, had not the attention of countenance that sort of comeliness which be- 
every one been called to the sudden entrance of longs to an open set of features, well formed by 
TYinco John, wffio at that moment entered the nature, modelled by art to tbe usual rules of 
lists, attended by a numerous and gay train, courtesy, yet so far frank and honest, that they ‘ 
consisting partly of laymen, imrtly of church- seemed as if they disclaimed to conceal the 
men, as ugnt in their dress and as gay in their natural workings of the 3oul. Such an mqpres- 
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aion is oftou mistalcen for manly franknass, when 
itt tmth it arises froqi the rockfoss iiidiffereTice of 
a libertino disposition, conscious of superiority 
of birth, of wealtli, oi of some other adventitious 
advantage, totally uiicoiineoted with personal 
meiit. To those who did not think so deenly, 
and they were the greater nuinbcr by a liundred 
to one, llie splendour of Trinco John’s rheno (/.r. 
fur fippet), the richness of his cloak, lined with 
the most cosily sables, his niaroquin bools and 
golden spurs, together with the gi‘j.i‘e with whi(*li 
lie managed his jKilfrey, wore suilicient to meiit 
clamorous apjJausc. 

In his joyous caracole round the lists, the 
attention (»f tlie prince was called by tb(» com- 
motion, not yet subsided, which had attended 
the ambitious movement of Isaac towards the 
higher ])laees of the assembly. The quick eye 
of Priiice John instantly lecogiiLscd the Jew, 
hut was much more agi-ceably attracted by the 
beautiful daughter of Zion, who, terrified by the 
tumult, clung (lose to the arm of her aged father. 

The ligure of Hebccea might indeed liavo com- 
pared with the proudest beauties of England, 
even tliougli it had been judged by as shrewd 
a connoisseur as l*i'iucc John, Her foim was 
exquisitely symmetrical, and was shown to ad- 
vantage by a sort of Eastern dress, which she 
W(»ro according to the fashion of the females 
of her nation. Her turban of yellow silk suited 
Avell with the daikness of her oonqJexion. The 
hrilliaiwy of her eyes, the superb arch of her 
'eyebrows, her well -formed aquiline nose, her 
tooth as white as ])carl, and the profusion <»f 
her sable tn^sses, wliicb, each arranged in its 
own little spiral of Uvisted cm Is, fell down upon 
as much of a lovely neck and bosom as a simarre 
of the richest Versian silk, exhibiting flowers in 
their natural colours cnihosbod npo.i a jjurplc 
ground, pcniutted to ])e visUfle- all these con- 
stituted a coinbiiiatiou of loveliness, which 
yielded not to the most beautiful of the 
maidens who surrounded her. It is true, that 
of the golden and pearl -studded tlasps, xvliicli 
-closed her vest from the throat to the waist, 
tlie three up}>crmost were loft unfastened on 
account of tlie heat, which something enlarged 
the prospect to which we allude. A diamond 
necklace, with pendants of inostimabic value, 
were by this means also made more conspicuous. 
The feather of an ostrich, fastened in her turban 
by an agraffe set with lirilliaiits, was anoiher 
distinction of the beautiful Jow^css, scofled and 
anoerod at by tlie proud dames who sat aliovo 
her, but secretly envied by those who affected 
to deride IIkmu. 

* ‘ By the bald seal]i of Abraham, said Prince 

John, ‘yonder Jewess must he the very model 
of that perfection, wk »so charms drove frantic 
the wisest king that < ver lived ! AVliat sayest 
thou, Prior Aynicr?--r»y the Temple of that 
wise king, which our wiser brother Richard 
proved unable to recovei, she is the very bride 
of thb Canticles ! ’ ' 

^The Bose of Sharon and the Lily of the 
Valloft* wiawei-ed the jirior, in a soi t of snuf- 
^ but your Grace must romember she 
U but a Jow'uss.’ 

added Piiuce John, without heeding 

; 'and tliaro is iny mammon of unrighteous- 


ness too--the Marquis of Marks, the Baron of 
Byzants, contesting for place with penniless 
dogs, whoso threadbare cloaks have not a 
single cross in their pouches to keep the devil 
from dancing there. By the body of Saint Mark, 
my prince of supiilios, wdth his lovely Jewess, 
sliall have a place in the gallery ! — What is she, 
Isaac ? Thy wife or thy daughter, that Eastern 
houri tliat thou lockcst under thy arm os thou 
W’ouldst thy treasure-casket ? ’ 

*My daughter Rebecca, so please your Grace,* 
answered Isaac, with a low congee, nothing cm* 
harrassed by tlie jirimjc’s salu'ation, in wdiich, 
liowever, there was at least os much mockery as 
courtesy. 

‘The wiser man Ik ni,* said John, with a peal of 
laugh ter, in wbii li bis gay folloW'crs obsequiously 
joined. ‘ But, daughter or wife, she should be 
l>referred according to her beauty and thy merits, 

- Wlio sits above there?’ ho continued, bending 
liis eye on tlio galleiy. ‘Saxon churls, lolling at 
their la/y length ! -out upon them ! — let them 
sit close, and make room for my j)rinoc of usurcis 
and his lovely <iangliter. I’ll make the hinds 
know they must share the high places of the 
synagogue with those wiiom the synagogue 
icrly belongs to.’ 

liobc who occupied the gallery to whom this 
injurious and impolite speech w«is addressed, 
were the family of Cedric tlie Saxon, with that 
of Jiis ally and kinsman, Atluistane of Coning- 
burgh, a personage wiio, on account of his de- 
scent from the last Saxon moiiarclis’bf England, 
was held in the highest ro8]»ect by all the Saxon 
natives of the north of England. But with tlio 
blood of this ancient royal race, many of their 
infirmities had dcseciided to Athelstanr. Ho 
was comely in countenance, bulky and strong 
in ]»erson, and in the flower of his age— yet iii- 
aniiiiato in expression, diill-cycd, heavy -browed, 
inactive and sluggish in all iiis motions, and so 
slow in resolution, that the sobriquet of one of 
his ancestors was conferred iqion him, and he 
was very generally called Athelstane the Un- 
ready. His frieiKis, and he had many, who, as 
Avcll as Odrie, ivero passionately attached to 
him, contended that this sluggisli temper arose 
not from 'want of courage, but from mere w^alit 
of decision ; others alleged that his hereditary 
vice of drimkenncss hail obscured his faoultics, 
never of a very acute, order, and that the passive 
courage and meric good-nature w liich remained 
hehiiid, were merely the dregs of a character 
that might have been doservirg of praise, but of 
which all the valuable ]sarts had flown off in the 
progress of a long course of brutal debaucbeiy. 

It w^as to this ]>erson, such as we have described 
him, that the prince addressed his im]>eriou3 
command to iiiako place for Isaac and Rebecca. 
Athelstane, utterly confounded at an order which 
the manners and feelings of the times rendered 
HO injuriously insulting, unwilling to obey, yet 
uiidotcrmined how to resist, opposed only the vis 
inert ioi to the will of John ; and, without stir- 
ring or making any motion whatever of obedi- 
ence, opened his largo grey eyes, and stared at 
the xirince with an abtonishmont which had in 
it something exiroTuoly ludicrous. But the im- 
Xiaticnt John regarded it in no such light. 

‘The Saxon porker,* he said^ ‘is either asleep 
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or minds me not. — Prick him with joiir lance, 
Do Braoy,’ sneaking to a knight who rode near 
him, tho leader of a band of Preo (Companions, 
or Oondottieri ; tliat is, of mercenaries l)clougiiig 
to no particular nation, but attached for llie 
time to any prince by whom they are paul. 
There was a murmur oven among the atteiulants 
of Prince John ; but T>c Bmey, whose profession 
freed him fi'om all sciu})lc3, cxtemUMl his long 
lance over the space which He])arale(l the gallciy 
from tho lists, and w’ould Jiavo executed the 
commands of tlie prince befoic Athelslane Ihe 
Unready had recovered presence of mind sulH- 
cient even to draw baek his j>er3on from tho 
weapon, had not Cedric, as i)roini)t as Iiis coni- 
pamon W’as tardy, un&lici^hed, willi tlic sjieed 
of lightning, the short sword which he w’oro, 
.and at a single l)Iow sevcT-cd the point ol tlic 
lance from the handle. Tlie blood rubhed into 
the cquiitenanoc of Jhince Jolui. 11c sw'oie one 
of his defti>CMt oaths, and was about to utter some 
threat coi responding in violence, when ho was 
<iiverted from his ]mrposo, paitly by liis own 
attendants, who gathered around Tliiin eoujuiiiig 
him to bo patient, partly by a general exclama- 
tion of the crowd, uttered in loud applause of 
the s])irited conduct of Cedric. The ])nnee rolled 
his eyes in indignation, as if to eolksd some s.'i.fe 
and easy victim ; and ohaneing to cueoimter the 
firm glance of tho same archer W’hom w’c have 
already noticed, and w'ho seemed to persist in 
his gcstui’o of applause, in spite of the IVowniiig 
asiiect whfWi the prince bent upon him, he dc- 
ma]i<lod his reason for ^damouiiiig tlnis. 

‘ I always add my hollo,’ said the yeoman, 

* wdici| I see a good shot or a gallant blow.’ 

^ Sayest thou ? ’ answered the ])rincc ; * then 
thou caiist hit the wliite thyself, I’ll warrant 

wood.snian’s maik, and at woodsman’s 
distance, I can hit,’ answered the yeoman. 

‘And Tyircl’s mark at a hundred yanls,’ 
said a voi<-o from hchiud, but by wdiom uttered 
could not be discerned. 

This allusion to llie fate of William Ilufus, bis 
relative, at oner iijcen.scd and alarmed Prince 
John, lie satisticd himself, liowcver, with coni- 
inauding the mon-at-ai ms, who surrounded the 
lists, to keep an eye on the braggait, i>oiutmg 
to ihe yeoman. 

‘ By Saint (IrLel,’ he added, ‘ we will try his 
own skill, who is so roa<ly to give his voi( c to 
the feats of others ! ’ • 

‘I shall not lly tlie trial,' said the yeoman, 
with tlie composure which marked his whole 
deportment. 

‘Meanwhile, stand iij>, ye Saxon churls,’ said 
the fiery prince ; ‘ for, by the light of heaven, 
since 1 have said it, tho Jew sliall have his seat 
amongst ye ! ’ 

* By no means, an it please your grace ! — it is 
not fit for sueli as wo to sit with the rulers of the 
laud,' said the Jew ; whose ambition for preced- 
ence, though it had led him to dispute place with 
the extenuated and imiioverishefl descendaut of 
the lino of Montdidier, by no meant stimulated 
him to an intrusion upon the privileges of tho 
wealthy Saxons. 

‘Up, infidel dog, when I command you,’ said 
Prince John, ‘or I will have thy swarthy hide 
stripped off, and tanned for horse-fumitnre,* 


Thus urged, tlie Jew began to ascend the steep 
and narrow steps which led to tho gallery, 

‘Lot me sec,' said the mneo, ‘who dare stop 
him,’ fixing Ids eye on Cedric, whoso attitude 
intimated his Intention to hurl tho Jew down 
hcjidloiig. 

The catdsliopho was prevented by the clown 
Wdinba, who, spiiiigiiig betwdxt his master and 
Isaac, ami cxcl.iimiug in answer to tho prince’s 
defiance, ‘Many, that will I ! ’ opjioscd to tho 
heard ot the Jew" a shield of brawn, which ho 
plii4‘kcd fjom benefit li liis cloak, and with which, 
doubtless, lie li.id fiunislicd liimsclf, lest the 
tournament should have jirovcd longer than his 
appetite could ciiduic abstimmee. Finding tho 
abomination of bis li ibc o])po&ed to his very nose, 
while the jester, at the same time, nourished his 
wooden .sword above his head, the Jew recoiled, 
missed his footing, and rolled down the steps,— 
an excellent jc*st to tho spectators, wlio sot vtf 
a loud laughter, in which I’riuee John and his 
attendauts heaitily joined. 

‘Deal me the prize, cousin priiicp,’said Wamlia ; 
‘1 have vaiiquishtal my foe in fair fight w’ith 
swoid and shield,’ lie added, brandishing the 
brfiwn ill one Jisiid and tho wooden sword in the 
oilier. 

‘Who and what ait thou, noble cliampiou?’ 
said Piiiice .lolin, still laughing. 

‘A fool by light of descent,’ answered the 
j(‘ster ; ‘I am W’amba, the son of Witless, who 
w'ds the sou of Weatherbrain, who was the son 
ol an alderman.’ 

‘Make room for tlio Jew in front of the lower 
ring,’ said Prince .Fohn, not unwilling perhaps 
to soi/o an apology to desist firim Ids original 
purpo.se ; ‘ to place the vanquibhed beside tho 
victor wore ialse heraldry.* 

‘ Knave u]»ou fool were worse,’ answered tho 
jcfater, ‘and Jew upon bacon worst of all.’ 

‘Cramercy! good fellow,’ cried Prince John, 
‘thou pleasest me. — Here, Isaof*, lend mo a 
hamlful of byzauts.’ 

As the Jew, stunned by the leqiiest, afraid to 
icfuse, and unwilling to comply, lumblod in tho 
furred bag wliudi hung hy his girdle, and was 
jicrhaps endeavouring to a.seertaiii how few coins 
might pass for a iiandful, tlic ]»iiiice stooped 
from his jennet and settled Isaac’s doubts by 
snatching the poiicli itself from his side ; ana 
Hinging to W'aiulia a coujdo of the gold pieces 
which it coiiiaincd, ho pin sued his career round 
the lists, leaving the Jew to tlie derision of those 
aiound him, and himself receiving as iimeh ap» 
plause from the s]»ectators as if ho had done 
some lioncst and honourahlo action. 


CHAPTER VIIL 

At this the challenger with fierce defy 

Tlis trumpet sounds; the challenged makes reply! 

With clangour rings the field, resounds the vaulted slcy^ ^ 
Their visors closed, their lances in the rest, 

O at the helmet pointed, or the crest, 

They vanish from the barrier, speed the race. 

And spurrmg sec decrease the middle space. 

Palamon and Akcitb. 

4 

In the midat of Pvinco John’s cavaloadoi he 
suddenly stopped^ and, appealing to the Prior of 
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Jorvaulx, doclarod the principal business of the 
day Iwd been forgotten. , , , 

' * By my halidomc, * said ho, * we have forgotten, 

' Sir Prior, to name the fair Sovereign of Love and 
of Beau^, by wIiohc white hand tlie jmlni is to 
be distributed. For my ])art, 1 am liberal in my 
ideas, and I care not if I give iny vote for the 
black-eyed llebecca.* 

'Holy Virgin ! ’ answered tlic prior, turning 
lip his eyes m horror ; ‘a Jewess! — Wo should 
deserve to be stoned out of the lists ; and 1 am 
not yet old enough to be a martyr. Besides, I 
swear by my pation saint that she is far inferior 
to the lovely Saxon, Rowena.’ 

'Saxon or Jew,’ answ'ercd the prince, 'Saxon 
or Jew, dog or hog, what matteis it* I say, 
name Rebecca, were it only to mortify the Saxon 
churls.’ 

A murmur arose even among his own immedi- 
ate attendants. 

' This passes a jest, my lord,’ said Do Bracy ; 

' no knight here will lay lance in rest if su( h an 
insult is attempted. 

' It is the iiiera uantonness of insult,' said one 
of the oldest and most important of I’linco 
John's followers, Waldemar Fitzurso, ‘and if 
your Grace attempt it, cannot but prove ruinous 
to your projects.’ 

‘I entertained you, sir,’ said John, reining 
up his ]>alfrey haughtily, ' for my follower, but 
not for my counsellor.’ 

'Those who follow your Grace in the i>aths 
which you tre«id,’ said Waldemar, but sjieaking 
in a low voice, 'aequiie the right of counsellors; 
for your interest and safety are not more deejily 
engaged than their own.’ 

From tlie tone in which this was spoken, John 
saw the necessity of actiuicsconce. ' 1 did but 
jest,’ ho said; 'and you turn upon mo like so 
many adders 1 Name wdiom you w ill, in tlic 
fiend’s name, and please yoursei>es.* 

‘Nay, nay,’ said De Braoy ; ‘let the fair 
sovereign’s throne remain unoeeujiied, until the 
conqueror shall bo named, and then let him 
choose the lady by whom it shall bo filled. It 
will add another grace to his triuiiinli, and teach 
fair ladies to prize the love of valiant kiiiglits 
who can exalt them to sfich distinetioii.’ 

'If Brian do Bois-Guilbert gain the prize,’ 
said the prior, ‘I will gage my rosary that I 
name the Sovereign of Love and Beauty.’ 

‘Bois-Guilhert,’ answered Do Braey, ‘is a 
good lance ; but there are others around these 
lists. Sir Prior, who will not fear to encounter 
him.’ 

'Silence, sirs,’ said Waldemar, ‘and let the 
prince assume his seat. The knights and spec- 
tators are alike iin)>atient, the time advances, 
and highly fit it is thet the sports should com- 
mence.’ 

Fdneo John, though not yet a monarch, had 
iu, Waldemar Fitzurse all the ineonvciiiences of 
a favourite minister, who, in serving his sove- 
roijyn, must always do so in his own wav. The 
prmoe acquiesced, however, although Lis dis- 
pOflS^ was precisely of that kind which is apt 
to Vk obstinate uiK>n trifles, and, assuming his 
and being surrounded by liis followers, 
to the heralds to proclaim the laws of 
tonKnament whioh were briefly as follows 


First} the flye challengers were to nndertsha 
all comers. 

Secondly, any knight proposing to Combat> 
might, if lie pleased, select a special antagonist 
from among the challengers, by touching hid 
shield. If he did so with the reverse w his 
lance, the trial of skill was made with what were 
called the arms of courtesy, that is, with lances 
at whose extremity a piece of round flat board 
was fixed, so that no danger was encountered} 
save from the shock of the liorses and riders. 
But if the shield was touched with the sharp 
end of the lance, the combat was understood to 
be at outrancCf that is, the knights were to fight 
with sharp weapons, as in actual battle. 

Thirdly, when thoknigbts present had accom- 
plished their vow, by each of tliijm breaking fi\ o 
lances, the x>rince was to declare the victor in the 
first day’s toiuiicy, who should receive as priro 
a w'ar-horso of exquisite beauty and rnalchless 
sticngth ; and in addition to this a'eward of 
valour, it was now declared, he should have the 
peculiar honour of naming the Queen of Love 
and Beauty, by whom the prize should bo given 
on the ensuing day. 

Fourthly, it was announced that on the second 
day there should be a general louriiament, in 
which all the knights picsciit who were desirous tf> 
win ]>raipe, might take pait ; and being divided 
into two hands of equal numbers, might fight it 
out manfully, until the signal w^as given by 
Prince John to cease the combat. The elcctcu 
Queen of Love and Beauty was tlicn to iTOwn 
the knight w'hom tluj prince should acBudge to 
have borne himself best in this second day, wdth 
a coronet composed of thin gold plate, cut iufi^ 
the shape of a laurel ctown. On this second day 
the knightly games ceased. But ou that which 
was to follow, feats of archery, of bn 11 -baiting, and 
other popular amusements, w’cre to bo practised, 
for tho more immediate amusemeiit»of the popu- 
lace. In this manner did Prince John endeavour 
to lay the foundation of a popularity, whieli he 
was perpetually throwing clown by some incon- 
siderate act of wanton aggicssion upon tlK> 
feelings and prejudices of the people. 

The lists now presented a most splendid spec- 
tacle. The sloping galleries w^rc crowded witli 
all that was noble, gieat, wealthy, and beautiful 
in tho northern anef niidUiid jiarts of England ; 
and the contrast of the various dresses of these 
dignified spoctatos rendered the view as gay as 
it was rich, wdiile the interior and lower space, 
filled with the substantial bnigessos and yeomen 
of merry England, formed, in their more plain 
attire, a dark fringe or border around this circle 
of brilliant embroidery, iclicving, and at the 
same time setting off, its splendour. 

Tho heralds fiuibhed their proclamation with 
their usual cry of 'Jjargesse, largesse, gallant 
knights ! ’ and gold and silver pieces were 
sliowercd on them from the galleries, it being a 
high point of chivalry to exhibit liberality to* 
wards those whom the age accounted at once the 
secretaries and the .historians of lionour. The 
bounty of the spectators was acknowledged by the 
customary shouts of ‘ Love of Ladies— 'Death of 
Ohampions — Honour to tho Generous-^Gloiy to 
the Bravo ! ’ To which the more humble spec- 
tators added their aeelAmB.trinn«. and a nnmermiA 
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band of trumpeters tbe flourish of their martial 
instniment#. When these sounds had ceased, 
the I^ralds withdrew from the lists in gay and 
glittering procession, and none remained within 
them sare the marshals of the field, who, armed 
caif-d-pief sat on horseback, motionless as statues, 
at the opposite ends of the lists. Meantime, the 
enclosed space at the northern extremity of the 
liste, large as it was, u a now completely crowded 
with knights desirous to prove their skill against 
the chaflengers, and, when viewed from the 
galleries, presented the appearance of a soa of 
waving plumage, intermixed with glistening 
helmets and tall lances, to the extremities of 
which were, in many cases, attached small pen- 
nons of about a sjian’s breadth, which, fluttering 
in the air as the breeze caiigilit them, joined with 
the restless motToii of the i^eatlicrs to add liveli- 
ness to the scene. 

At length the harriers were opened, and five 
knights, chosen by lot, advanced slowly into the 
area ; a single champion riding in front, and the 
other four following in pairs. All were sidendidly 
armed, and my Saxon authority (in the Wardour 
Manuscript) records at great length their devices, 
their <'olours, and the embroidery of tbeir horse 
trappings. It is unncccssaiy to be particular on 
these suDjocts. To borrow lines from a eonleiii- 
porary poet, who has written but too little — 

The krii^lits are dust, 

Aiid^ tlieii good swotds arc rust; 

Ihcir souls arc with the saints, we trust.* 

Tlieir cscul^dieons have long mouldered fiom the 
walls of their castles. Their castles themselves 
are but green mounds and shattered ruins - 
the place that once knew them knows thorn no 
more — nay, many a ratjc since theirs has died 
out and been forgotten in the very land which 
they occupied with all the antlioiity of feudal 
projnietoi’s and feudal lords. AVhat, then, Would 
it avail the reader to know their names or the 
evanescent symbols of tbeir niartial rank ? 

Now, however, no whit anticipating the ob- 
livion which awaited llieir iianifs and feats, the 
champions advanced through tlie lists, restraining 
their fiery steeds, and comi>elliug them to move 
slowly, while, at the same tiiiio, they exhibited 
their 2>aces, together with the grace and dexterity 
of the riders. As the procession entered the lists, 
the sound of a wild barbaric music was hcaid 
from behind the tents of the challengers, where 
the performers wei e concealed. It was of East ern 
ori^n, having been brought frdln the Holy Land ; 
and the mixture of the cymbals and bells seemed 
to bid welcome at once, and defiance, to the 
knights as they advanced. With the eyes of an 
immense concourse of spectators iixed ujion them, 
the five knights advanced up the platform upon 
W'hich the tents of the challengers stood, and there 
se^iaratiug themselves, each touclied slightly, and 
with the reverse of Ids lance, the shield of the 
anta^nist to w'lioni he wished to oppose himself. 
The lower orders of spectators in j^neral — nay, 
many ofthe higher class, and it is even said several 

*' These lines are part of an unpublished poem by 
Coleridgei^ whose Muse so often tintalises with fragments 
which indicate her powers, while tbe manner in which she 
flinn them from her betrays her caprice, yet whose un- 
finished sketches display more talent Chan the laboured 
aasteryieces of others. 


of the ladies, were ratlior disai>pointed at the 
chamiiions choosing thd arms of t^ourtesy. For 
the same sor j of persons, who, in the pi'eseiit day, 
ap^daud most highly the deepest tragedies, were 
then interested in a tournament exactly in pro- 
portion to the danger incurred by the champions 
engaged. 

Having intimatcil their more jiaciflc purpose, 
the champions retreated to the extremity of the 
liste, where they remained diwn uj) in a line ; 
w'hile the challengers, sallying each from his 
jiayiliou, mounted their lioises, and, headed by 
Ihian de Bois-Guilbeit, deseeudtd from the jdat- 
fonu, and oppo.sed themselves individually to the 
knights who had touched their i espective shields* 

At the flourish of clarions and trumpets, they 
started out against each other at full gallop ; and 
such W'as the sujieiior dexterity or good fortune 
of the challengers, that those opposed to llois- 
(fuilbcrt, Malvoisin, and Fiont-de-Bojuf, rolled 
on the ground. The antagonist of Gruuiinesnil, 
instead of bearing Ins laucc-^ioiiit fair against the 
crest or the shield of his enemy, swerved so much 
from the direct line as to break tlie weapon 
athwart the person of his o])ponent— a ciroum- 
stanoo which was accounted more disgraceful 
tJian that of being actually unhorsed ; becauso 
the latter might ha]>j)en from accident, whereas 
the foimcr evinced aw'kwaidiuss and W'ant of 
inanagonient of tlie weaj)Oii and of the horse. 
The tilth knight alone maintaiiud the honour of 
his party, and parted laiily with the Knight of 
Saint John, both sidintering their lauecft without 
advantage on either side. 

The shouts of the multitude, together with the 
aci'lamations of the heralds, and the clangour of 
the tniin])ete, announced the triumph of the 
victors and the defeat of the vaiKjuisiied. The 
fonner retreated to their i>avilions, and the latter, 
gathering themselves up as they (»oul(l, withdrew 
from the lists iu disgrace and dejection, to agi'ee 
with their victors concerning the redcinjition of 
their arms and their horses, which, according to 
the laws of the iounmmcnt, they liad forfeited. 
The fifth of their number alone tairied in the 
lists long enough to be gi*ected by the ajijdauses 
of the spectators, amongst whom lie retreated, 
to the aggravation, doubtless, of liis coinjianious’ 
mortiheation. 

A second and a thiid party of knights took llio 
field ; and although they hud various sueceas, 
yet, 111)011 the whole, the advantage decidedly 
i-emaincd witli the challengeis, not one of whom ^ 
lost his seat or swerved from Ins cliargc-^mis- 
fortunes wdiich befell one or two of their ailtagoii- 
Lsts in each encounter. The spirits, therelore, 
of those ojijioHed to them seemed to he consider- 
ably damped by tlioir continued success. Thite 
knights only aiipcarod on the fourth entry, who, 
avoiding the shields of Bois-Guilbert and Front- 
de-Boeuf, contented themselves with touching 
those of the three other knights, who had not 
altogether manifested the same strength and 
dexterity. This politic selection did not alter, 
the fortune of the flcld, the challengers were still 
successful; one of their antagonists was over- 
thrown, and both the others failed in the attaint^'^ 

s 

t This term of chivalry, transferred to the law, gives 
the phrase of being attainted of treason. 
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'th&t is, in striking the helmet and shield of thoir 
^witagonist lirmly and strongly, with the lance 
in a direct line, so tliat the weapon might 
Inroak unless the e]iarji])ion was overthrown. 

After this fouitli encounter there was a con- 
siderable pause ; nor did it appear that any one 
was very desirous of renewing the contest. T)ie 
spectators inunnurod among tliemsclves ; for, 
among the challengers, Malvoisin and Front-do- 
Bceuf were unpopular from their characters, and 
the others, except Grantmesuil, were disliked as 
strangers and foreigners. 

But none shared the general feeling of dis- 
satisfaction so keenly os Cedric the Saxon, who 
saw, ill each advantage gained by the Norman 
challengers, a repoaieu triumph over llie honour 
of England. ITis own education had taught liim 
no skill in the games of chivalry, although, with 
the arms of his Saxon ancobtors, ho had mani- 
fested himself, on many oocasious, a brave and 
doternunod soldier. Fie looked anxiously to 
Athelstane, who had h'arnod the accom])lish- 
monts of the age, as if desiring that ho should 
make some personal clfort to recover the victory 
which was jiassing Into the liands of the Templar 
and his associates. But, though both stout of 
heart and strong of ])erson, Athclstaiio had a 
disposition too Iucm t and unambitious to make 
the cxeitions which Cedric seemed to expect 
from him. 

'The day is against England, my lord,* said 
Cedric, in a iiiarkod tone ; ' arc you not toniiited 
to take the lance i * 

‘1 shall tilt to-moriow,’ answered Athelstane, 
‘in the ; it is not worth while for mo to 
arm myself to-day.’ 

Two things displcasod Cedric in this speech. 
It contained the Norman word (to express 
the general oonilicl), and it evinced some indiffer- 
ciico to the honour of the country; but it was 
spoken by AtlicLtauc, N\hom he held in such 
profound respect, that he would not trust himself 
to canvass his motives or his foibles. Moreover, 
he had no time to make any lemark, for AVamba 
thrust in his won I, observing, ‘It was better, 
though scarce casioi', to bo the best man among 
a hundred, than the hesl man of two.’ 

Athelstane took the observation as a serious 
compliment ; but Cedric, who better understood 
the jester's meaning, daitod at him a severe and 
raeniieing look; and lu'-ky it \\as for Wamba, 
perhaps, tint the lime ami place prevented his 
receiving, iiotwithstanrliug his jdaee and service, 
more scusiblo inaiks of his master's resentment. 

Th{‘ pause in the touriiamout was still uninter- 
rupted, excepting by the voices of the heralds ex- 
claiming—' Love (jf bulies, splintering of lances ! 
stand lor til, gallant knights, fair eyes look upon 
your deeds;’ 

The muoic also o1 the challengers breathed from 
time to time wild lunsis expressive of triumph 
or detiance, while tu-' < towns grudged a holiday 
which seeiJicd to pi^-s away in inactivity; and 
old knights and nobbs lannutiMl in whispers the 
decay of marti.il spirit, .'-poke of the triumphs I 
of their younger days, but agusd that! ho land 
did inait now supi)!y daimss of such triuisccndent ! 
beauty as had animated the jousts of former 
times. Prince John began to talk t<» liLs attend- j 
ants about making ready the bampiet, and the j 


necessity of adjudging the prize to Biion de Bois« 
Ouilbert, who had, with' a single spear, over- 
thrown two knights, and foiled a ihira. 

At lengtl), as the Saraoonic music of the 
challengers concluded one of those long and high 
liourLshes witli wliich they liad broken the silence 
of tlio lists, it was answ ered by a solitary trumpet, 
which breathed a note of defiance from tlie 
northern extremity. All eyes wore turned to see 
the now champion which these sounds aniiomioed, 
and 110 sooner were the bamera opened tlian he 
paced into the lists. As far as cotdd bo judged 
of a man sheathed in armour, the now adventurer 
did not gi’eatly exceed the middle size, and 
seemed to be rather slender than strongly made. 
Uis suit of armour was formed of steel, richly 
inlaid with gold, an'4 the device on his shield was 
a young oak-tree juillod uj) by the roots, with 
the Spanish word Dndichado, signifying Disin- 
herited. He was mounted on a gallant black 
horse, and as ho passed through the lists he 
gracefully saluted the prince and the ladies by 
lowering his lance. Tlic dexterity with which 
he managed his steed, and something of youth- 
lul giace 'vvliich he displayed in his manner, w’on 
him the favour of the multitude, which some of 
the lower classes expressed by calling out, ‘Touch 
Ralph do Vipoiit’s sliield —touch the Hospitaller’s 
shield ; he lias the least sure scat, ho is your 
cheapest bargain.’ 

The champion, moving onw^ard amid these 
well-meant Jiiiits, ascended the platform by the 
sloping alley which led to it from the lists, 
and, to the a.stonishment of all present, riding 
straight uj) to the central jiavilion, struck with 
the sharp end of his spear the shield of Brian 
de Bois-Guilbcit until it lung again. All stood 
astonished at his presumption, but none more 
tlian the rodouhied knight whom ho had thus 
delieil to mortal combat, and who, little expect- 
ing so rude a cliallongc, was standing caieicssly 
at the door of the pavilion • 

‘Have you confessod yourself, brother,’ said 
the ’fomplar, ‘and have you heard mass this 
inoniiiig, that you peiil your life so frankly ? ’ 

‘I am litter Ut meet death than thou art,* 
aiiswpi’pd the Disiiilieritod Kniglit ; for by this 
nauio the stranger bad iccorded hiiiibelf in the 
books of tlic touriuy. 

‘Tlicii take your place in the lists,’ said Bols- 
Giiilbeit, ‘and look your List upon the bun ; for 
this iiigJit thou shsilt slee)) in paradise,’ 

‘Gramcrcy foi'* thy courtesy,’ reidied the Dis- 
inherited Knight, ‘and to lequito it, I advise 
thco to take a lr(*bh horse and a new lance, for 
by my honour you uill need both.’ 

Having expressed him&elf thus confidently, he 
reined his horse hackuard down the slope which 
he hod ascended, and com)>cl1e(l him in the same 
manner to move backv^ard through the lists, 
till he reached the northern extremity, whewj 
he remained stationary, in expectation of his 
antagonist. This feat of horseinanship again 
attracted the ajiplause of the multitudA 

However iiiceusod at his adversary for the 
precautions which he i ecoinmoiided, Brian do 
Bois-Guilbert did not neglect his advice ; for his 
honour was too nearly eoncoxnecl, to permit his 
ne^ectii^g any means whidi might insure victory 
over his presumptuous opponent. Ho changed 
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his horse for a proved and frosh one of groat 
atredgth and spirit. He choso a new and a tough 
spear, lest the wood of tlio lomier might liave 
boon strained in ^ the previous encounicrs he liud 
sustained. Lastly, lie laid aside his sliiold, whieh 
had reoeiyod some little damage, and received 
another from his squires. His iii st liad only boi ue 
the general device of hi‘ rider, ropioseiithig two 
kni^its riding iil^on one horse, an emldem ex- 
pressive of the original humility and i)overly ol 
the Templars, qualities wliieli tliey had siiuM* <*\- 
changod for the arrogance and wcaltli that iinally 
occasioned their su]>prossion. liois - (luilherl’s 
new shield boro a raven in full flight, holding in 
its claws a skull, and bearing the mot to, (t\rrc le 
Corheaxv, ^ 

When the twe champions stood opjioscd to 
each other at the two extremities of the lists, the 
public expectation w'as strained to the highest 
jiitcli. Few augured the possibility that the 
encounter could termiuato w’ell for the Disiu- 
lioritod Knight, yet liis courage and gallantry 
sceurod the general good wishes of the s])eetators. 

The trumpets liad no sooner given the signal, 
than tlie ehampioiis vanished from their jhjsIs 
with the speed of lightning, and closed in the 
centre of the lists with the shock of a thiiud<*r- 
bolt. The lances burst into sliivers up to the 
very gros]), and it seemed at the moment that 
both kniglits had fallen, for the shock liad inad(* 
each horse recoil backwards ujton ils haunelies. 
The address of the liders recovei’cd their steeds 
by use of tli# bridle and spin j and liaving glared 
on eaijh other for an insiant with eyes which 
scorned to flash fire thiougli tlic hais of thcii 
visors, each made a demi\olte, and, n tiring to 
ilie extremity of the lists, received a ficsh lance 
from the attendants. 

A loiul shout from the .s[>eetat<us, waving of 
scarfs and liandkirchiefs, and g^Mioial acclama- 
tions, attested],! he interest lakcn by the s^icctatois 
ill this oneouiitcr ; the most equal, as well as 
the host iiorfonned, which had giaeod the day. 
Kut no sooner liad the knights lesuiiied their 
station, than the clamour of apjdaiise was hushed 
into a silence, so deep and so dead, that it seemed 
the multitude were afraid even to hieatlic. 

A few minutes’ pause Jiaviiig heiui allowed, 
iliat the comhataiils and tlu‘ir hoises might 
recover breath, Vrinec John with his trmicheoii 
signed to the trunqn-ts to sound the onset. Tin 
champions a second time si)i«ng from their 
stations, and closed in the centre of the lists, 
with the same speed, the same dexterity, the 
same violence, hut not the same equal fortune, 
as before. 

In this second encounter, th<‘ Templar aimed at 
the centre of his antagonist’s shield, and stiiick 
it so fair and forcibly, that his s])ear went to 
shi%*erH, and the l)ibiuherite<l Knight reeled lu 
his saddle. On the other hand, tliat champion 
had, in the heginning of liis career, diiceted the 

1 »oint of l^s lanee tow'ards IJois-Guilbert’s shield, 
)Ut, changing his aim almost in the moment ol 
encounter, he addressed it to the helmet, a mark 
more difficult to hit, hut which, if attained, 
rendered the shook more irresistible. Fair and 
true he hit the Norman on the visor, where his 
lance's point kept hold of the biu’s. Yet, even 
at this oisadrantage, the Tcm^^lar sustained his 


high reputation ; and had not the girths of his 
saddle burst, lie might not have been unhorsed. 
As it chancer], liowever, saddle, horse, and man 
rolled on llie ground under a cloud of dust. 

To extricate himself from the stirrups and 
fallen steed was to the Temi)lar scarce the work 
of a momeiii ; and, stung wdth madness, both 
at his disgrar^e and at tlio acclamations wdth 
which it was hailerl by the sjioetatoi’s, he drew 
his sw^ord, and w’aved it in deiiaiico ol his con- 
queror. Tlie Disiidierited Knight sprung from 
his steed, and also nnsheathed his sword. The 
marshals of the field, however, spurred their 
hoises betwveii tliem, and reminded them that 
th(‘ law's of the 1 riiirnanicn t did not, on the present 
occasion, |>ermit this species of encounter, 

* We shall meet again, 1 trust,’ said the 
Templar, easting a leseiitlul glance at his anta- 
gonist ; ‘and w’hero tliere aie none to seimrato 
us.* 

^If wo do not,* said the Lisiiiherited Knight, 
‘the fault shall not he mine. On foot, or liojse- 
baek, with sjKjar, with axe, or with sw'ord, 1 am 
alike ready to encounter thee. * 

More and angrier w'ords w'ould have been ex- 
ehaiigod, hut the maishals, crossing theii lances 
, betwixt them, compelled them to separate. The 
Disinherited Knight returned to his fust station, 
and Bois-Onilhert to his tent, where ho remuincil 
for the rest of the day in an agony of despair. 

Without alighting from his horse, the coii- 
queior called for a howl of wine, and, opening the 
beaver, or lower jiai I ol Ids helmet, announced 
that lie qualFcd it, ‘To all trim Knglisli hearts, 
and to the confusion of foieign tyrants.’ lie 
then comniauded his tmnipet to sound a defiance 
to the ehallengiis, and desired a lierald to an- 
nounce to them that he should make no election, 
hut was willing to encounter them in the order 
in which they ))lcaHed to ad\anee against him. 

The gigantic Fiont do Bouf, armed in sable 
armour, was the first who took the field. Ho 
hole on a wliite shield a black buH's head, half 
defaced by the nuniorous eiieouiiteis wJiicli he 
had uiiddgiuie, and bearing tlie arrogant motto, 
('ar/', (uhum. Over this cliampion the Disin- 
herited Knight obtained a slight hut decisive 
advantage. Botli knights broke their lames 
fiirly, ]>ut Fiont dc-Bo*uf, who lost a stiriup 
in the encomiter, was adjudged to liavo tho 
disailvaidagc. 

In the stranger’s tliird encounter, with Sir 
Philip Malvoisin, he was equally successful ; 
striking that haioii so foicibly on the casque, 
that the la( es of th( liclinct hioke, and Malvoisin, 
only saved from falling by being uiihelinetcd, 

V as dec laicd \au(juished like In’s compaiiions. 

In his lourth combat, with Do Grauimesnil, 

1 he Disiii lici i ted Knight showed as much courtesy 
a I he had hitherto evinced courage and dexterity. 
Dc (irantiiiesiiil’s lioisc, w'hicli was young ami 
violcni, reared and jduuged in tho course of tho 
career so us to distuib tlio viilcr’s aim, and tho 
stiaiiger, declining to take tho advantage which 
this aceidciit affoi'ded him, raised his lance, and, 
passing his aiitagoni.st witimut toucliiiig him, 
wheeled his horse and rode hack again to his 
own end of the lists, oflering his antagonist, by 
a herald^ the ehaiiec of a sccuiid cucouiitei^, Thft 
Be Orontinosnil declined, avowing himself van* 
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' ^Xl{s]iedMinttoU bythe conrtMy asby tbe sddren 
' of his onpoiiont. 

R^ph de Vii»out summed up the list of the 
stranger's trinmj)lis, being hurled to the ground 
with such force, that the blood gushed from his 
noso and his mouthy and he was borne senseless 


from the lists. 

The acclamations of thousands applauded the 
unanimous award of the prince and marshals, an- 
nouncing that day’s honours to the Disinherited 
Knight. 


CHAPTER TX, 

In the midst was seen 

A lady of .-i more maiestic mien, 

By stature and by bc.iuty markd thtir '■overcign 

queen 

* t * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

And as in beauty she surpass'd the rlioir, 

So nobler than the rest wa‘ her aitiio , 

A Clown of ruddy gold enclosed her biow, 

Plain without pomp, and iich without a show; 

A branch of Agnus Castus in her hand 
She bore aloft, her symbol of command. 

Thc Flower and the Leap. 

William db Wyvil and Stephen do Martival, 
the marshals of the held, wore the first to 
offer their congratulations to the victor, pray- 
ing him, at the same time, to suffer his helmet 
to be unlaced, or, at Icasf, that ho would raise 
his visor ore they conducted him to receive thc 
prize of the day’s tourney from the hands of 
Prince John. The Disinherited Knight, with 
all knightly courtesy, declined their rcipicst, 
alleging that lie could not at this time suffer 
his face to be seen, for reasons which he had 
assigned to the hoi aids when he entered the 
lists, Thc marshals were poifectly satisfied by 
this reply ; for amidst tlie frequent and capi icious 
vows hy which knights wcic aecustomed to hind 
themselves in the days of chivalry, tliere were 
none more common than tliose by which they 
engaged to remain incognito lor a ceitain apace, 
or until some particular adventure was achieved. 
The marshals, therefore, jiressed no farther into 
the mystery of thc Disinhoiited Knight, but, an- 
nouncing to I'rince Joliii the conqueror’s desire 
to remain unknown, they requested permission 
to bring him before his Trace, in order that he 
might receive the reward of his valour. 

Johirs curiosity was excited by the mystery 
observed by the stranger ; and, being already 
displeased with thc issue of thc tournament, in 
which the challengers whom ho favoured had 
been successively defeated by one kniglit, he 
answered haughtily to the marshals, *By tho 
light of Our Lady’s brow, this same knight hath 
been disinherited as well of his courtesy as of 
his lauds, since he desires to appear before us 
without uncove ling his face. — Wot ye, my lords,* 
he said, turning round to his train, ‘who this 
gallant can be, that bears himself thus proudly?* 

* I oanuot guess,’ aiisweie 1 Do Bracy, * uor did 
I think there had been within the four seas that 
* Britain a champion that ci’uld bear down 
^ these five knights in one day’s jousting. By my 
' lUth^ I shall never forget the force with which 
, •{%A sbi^dd De Vipont. The poor Hospitaller was 
\ljthrliM hia Addle like a stone from a slinif.' 


‘Boast not of that,*8aid a Knight of Salht John, 
who was present ; ‘ your Templar champion had 
no bettor luck. I saw your brave lanoe Bois- 
Ouilbert loll thrice over, grasping his hands full 
of sand at every turn.* 

De Biacy, being attached to the Templars, 
would have i opliod, but was preventetf by rrinco 
John. ‘ Silence, sirs ! * he said ; ‘ what unprofit- 
able debate have we here 'j ’ 

‘The victor,* said Do Wyvil, ‘still waits tho 
pleasure of your Highness.' 

‘ It is our ]>lcasurc,* answv^reJ John, * that he 
do so wait until learn whether there is not 
some one who can at least guess at his name and 
quality. Should ho remain there till nightfall, 
ho has liad work enough to keep him warm.* 
'Your Grace,* skid Waldomar Pitzurse, ‘will 
do less than due honour to the victor, if you com- 
)>p 1 him to wnit till wo tell your Highness that 
which we cannot know ; at le«ist 1 can form no 
gucHs —unless he be one of the good lances wdio 
aecoinpaniod King Richard to Palestine, and who 
are now struggling homeward fiom the Holy 
Land.’ 

‘It niiy be the Earl of Salisbury,’ said Do 
Bracy ; ‘ lie is about the same pitch. 

‘Sir Thomas de Multon, the Knight of Gila- 
laiid, rather,’ said Fit/urse ; ‘ Salisbury is bigger 
in tho bonob.’ A whisper arose among thc tiaiii, 
but liy whom first suggested could not be ascor- 
taineu. ‘It might be the king -it might bo 
Richard Coenr-de-Lion himself • ’ 

‘Ov'er gods forbode*’ said Pri ice John, in- 
voluiiUrily turning at the same lime os pale as 
death, and shi inking as if blighted by a flash 
of ligb tiling; ‘ Waldcmar *— De Bracy! bravo 
knights and gentlemen, remember your promises, 
and stand truly by me ’ * 

‘ Here is no danger inij)ending,* said Waldomar 
Fitzuisc ; ‘arc you so little acquainted with tlie 
gigantic limbs of your fathci’s son, as to think 
they can bo held within the circumfereiico of 
yonder suit of armour ^ Dc Wyvil and iMartival, 
you w ill best sei vc tlu* prince by bringing forwanl 
tlie \ictor to the throne, ana ending an en-or 
that has conjured all the blood from his checks. 
— Tjook at him inoi e closely, ’ he continued ; ‘ your 
Highness will see lliat he wants three inches of 
King Richard’s height, and twice as much of hia 
shoulder -breadth. Thc very horse ho backs 
could not have carried tho ponderous weight of 
King Richard through a single course.* 

WJiilo he was yet speaking, tho marshals 
bi ought Award thc Disinherited Knight to tho 
toot of a wooden flight of steps, which mnned tho 
ascent from tho lists to Prince John’s throne. 
Still discomposed wdth tho idea that his brother, 
so mucli injured, and to w horn he was so much 
indebted, had suddenly arrived in his native 
kingdom, oven the distinctions pointed out by 
Fitzurse did not altogether remove tho princess 
apprehensions ; and w'hile, with a short and em- 
barrassed eulogy upon his valour; he caused to 
be delivered to him the w'ar-horse assigned as the' 
jirize, he trembled lest, from the barred visor of 
the mailed form before him, an answer might be 
returned, in the deep and awful accents of B&hard 
the Lion-hearted. 

But the Disinherited Knight epolco not a 

word in mnW to ffiA oomnlim^nt or the tirinoo. 
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tvliioh hd only acknowledged with a profound 
obeisance. 

The horse was led into the lists by two ^ooms 
richly dressed, the animal itself being fiuly ac- 
coutred with the richest war-furniture ; wliich, 
however, scarcely added to the value of the noble 
creature in the eyes of those who were judges. 
I^yin^ one hand upon tib‘ pommel of the saddle, 
the l^inherited Knight vaulted at once upon 
the back of the steed without making use of the 
stirrup, and, brandishing aloft his lance, rude 
twice around the lists, exhibiting the ])oints and 
laces of tho horse with the skill of a pci feet 
lorseman. 

Tho appearance of vanity, which might other- 
wise have been attributeef k) this display, W'as 
removed by tho ^)rt)priety shown in exhibiting 
to tho best advantage tbo princely reward with 
which he had been just honoured, and the 
knight w'as again greeted by the acclamations of 
all piesent. 

In the meanwhile, the bustling Prior of Jor- 
vaulx had roininded Prince John, in a whisper, 
that the victor must now disiday liis good judg- 
ment, instead of his valour, by selecting ftoiu 
among the beauties who graced the galkrhs, a 
lady who should iill the throne of tho Queen of 
Ileaniy and of Love, and deliver the prize of 
the tourney upon the ensuing day. Tlie piiiiee 
accordingly made a sign with his truncheon, as 
the knight passed him in his second career around 
the lists. The knight turned towards tho throne, 
and, sinkin^is lance, until tho point uas within 
a foot of tlio ground, remained motionless, as if 
•expecting John's commands ; while all admiied 
ithe sudden dexterity with which ho in&lantly 
reduced his fiery steed from a slate of violent 
■emotion and high excitation to the stillness of 
an equostiiaii statue. 

‘Sir Disinherited Knight,* said Prince John, 
^ since tliat iii the only title by w'liich wc can 
address you, it is now your duty, as well as 
privilege* to name the fair lady, who, as Queen 
of Honour and of Love, is to preside over next 
<lay’8 festival. If, as a stranger in our laud, you 
should require tho aid of other judgment to 
^ido your owm, wo can only say that Alicia, the 
daughter of our gallant knight, Waldeniar Fitz- 
urse, Las at our court hocu long hold the hi-st 
in beauty as in jilaeo. Nevertheless, it is your 
undoubted prerogative to confer on whom you 
please this crown, by tho delivery of which to 
the lady of your choice, tho election of to- 
morrow^ Queen will be formal and coinidcte. — 
Raise your lance.' 

The knight obeyed ; and Prince John jilaccd 
dpOQ its point a coronet of green satiu, having 
around its edge a circlet of gold, the npjKir edge 
of which was relieved by arrow-points and hearts 
placed intcixibangeably, like tlie strawberry loaves 
and balls upon a ducal crowm. 

In the broad hint which ho dropped respecting 
the daughter of Waldemar Fitzurse, John liad 
more than one motive, each tho oHsiiring of a 
mind which was a strange mixture of carelessness 
and presumption with low artifice and cunning, 
He wished to banish from tho minds of the 
chivalry around him his own indecent and un- 
acceptable jest resisting the Jewess Rebecca ; 
lie was (mroufl of oonciliating Alicia’s lather 


AValdemar, of whom ho stood in awe, and who 
had more than once shown himself dissatisfied 
during tho course of the day's proceeding. Ho 
had also a wdsh to establish himself in the good 
fp-aces of the lady ; for John was at least as 
licentious in his pleasures as profligate in his 
ambition. But besides all these reasons, he was 
desirous to raise up against the Disinheiitod 
Knight (towards whom be already entertained a 
strong dislike) a powerful euomy in the person 
of Waldemar Fit/uise, who was likely, ho 
thought, highly to resent the iiijuiy done to his 
daughter, in case, as was not unlikely, the victor 
should make another choice. 

And so indeed it proved. For the Disinherited 
Knight passed tho gallery close to that of tho 
})rincc, in which lint Iznly Alicia was seated in 
the full pride of triumphant beauty, and, ]Hicing 
forwards as slowly as ho had hitherto rode swiftly 
around tho lists, ho seemed to exercise his right 
of examining the numerous fair faces which 
adorned that splendid circle. 

It was worth wliile to see the different conduct 
of tlie beauties who underwent tliis examina- 
lion, during tlie lime it was proceeding. Some 
blushed, some assumed an air of ])iido and 
dignity, some look(‘d straiglit forward, and 
essayed to seem utterly uneonscious of wliat was 
going on, some diw back in alarm, wdiieh w*aa 
perhaps affected, some endcavonred to forbear 
smiling, and tbero were two or three wlio laughed 
outright. There W(‘i'o also some who di’oppd 
their veils over their oliarnis ; but, as tho war- 
dour J^lanusciipt says these WTre fair ones of ten 

} rears’ standing, it may be supposed that, liaving 
lad their full share of siK'lt vanities, they wcin 
willing to withdraw tlieir claim, in ordtr to givo 
a fair cdiauce to tlio rising beauties of the age. 

At length the champion paused beneath the 
balcony in which the 1-iady ItowTiia w-^as placed, 
and the expectation of the spectators was excited 
to the utmost. 

It must be owured, that if an interest dis])layed 
in his success could Iravc hiibed tho Disinlicrited 
Knight, the pai*! of the lists before which ho 
paused liad merited his predilection. Ccdi'ic 
tho Saxon, overjoyeil at tho discomfiture of the 
Templar, and still inoi o so at the miscarriage of 
his two malevolent neighbours, Front- dc-fioeujf 
and Mulvoisin, had, with his body lialf stretched 
over the balcony, accoinpanit'd the victor in each 
course, not with his eyes only, but with his 
whole heart and soul. The Lady llowcna had 
watched tho progress of the day with equal 
attention, though wdtliout openly betraying 
the same inten.so intcit‘st. Even the unmoved 
Athrlstano had shown symptoms of shaking off 
his apathy, when, calling W a huge goblet of 
muscadine, he (juaffed it to the healtli of tho 
Disinherited Knight. 

Another gioup, stationed under the gallery 
occupied by the Saxons, had shown no less 
interest in the fate of the day. 

* Father Abraham ! * said Isaac of York, w hen 
tho first course was run betwixt the Templar and 
the Disinherited Kn^ht, ‘how fiercoV that 
Gentile rides t Ah, the good horse that was 
hrou^t all the long way from Barbaiy, he takes 
no more care of him than if he were a wild ass's 
oolt*-^iid the noble armour, that was worth so 
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* nuutiy seccliiss to Joseph Pareira, the aimourer 

of MiUn, be8i(3os seventy in the hundred of 
profits, he oaros for it as little as if he had found 
ft in the higliways ! ’ , , , ^ , 

* If he risks his own i)orson and liinhs, fatlicr, 
said Rebecca, ' in doing such a dreadful battle, 
he can scarce bo expected to spare his horse and 
armour.’ 

‘Child!’ replied Isaac, somewhat heated, 
‘thou knowost not what thou speakest — llis 
nedc and limbs aio his own, but his horse and 

armour lieloiig to Holy Jacob ! what was I 

about to say ! - -Nevertheless, it is a good youth. 
—See, Rebecca ! see, ho is again about to go up to 
'battle against the Pliilistinc.— I’ray, child — pray 
for the safety of the good youth,— and ol the 

• ^edy horse, and the rich armour. — Cod of my 
ftthers ! ' he again exclaimed, ‘ he hath con- 

J [uered, and the uncircumcised riiilistine hath 
alien before his lance, — even as Og the king of 
Bashan, and Silion, king of ibo Amorilcs, fell 
before the sword of our fathers ’ —Surely ho sliall 
take their gold and their silver, and their war- 
horses, and their aruionr of brass and of steel, 
for a prey and for a spoil.’ 

The same anxiety aid the worthy Jew display 
during every course that was run, seldom failing 
to hazard a hasty calculation coiiccining the 
value of the horse and armour wliicli was forfeited 
to the champion upon each new success. There 
had been therefore no small interest taken in 
the success of the Uisinlierited Knight, by those 
who occupied the jiart of the lists before which 
he now paused. 

AVhetnor from indecision or some other motive 
of hesitation, the champion of the day roiuaiucd 
stationary for more than a minute, while the 
eyes of the silent audience were riveted upon 
his motions ; and then, gradually and gracefully 
sinking the point of liis lance, he d(*])ositefl the 
coronet which it supported at the feet of the 
fair Rowena. The trumpets instantly sounded, 
while the heralds proclaimed the Lady Rowena 
the Queen of Beauty and of Love for the eusning 
day, menacing with suitable jionalties those who 
should be disobedient to her authority. Tlioy 
then repeated their cry of ‘liargesse,’ to whith 
0(Klrie, in the height of his joy, replied by an 
amplo donative, and to whh'h Athelstano, though 
less promptly, adtled one equally large. 

There was some murmuring among the damsels 
of Norman doseoiit, who wore as much unused 
to see the preference given to a Saxon beiinty, 
as the Norman nobles w’ero to siistnin defeat m 
the games of chivaby which they themselves 
had introjluced. But those sounds of disaffee- 
tion wore drowned ly the nopular shout of ‘ Long 
live the Lady U«\, >nri, the chosen and lawful 
Queen of Love ami >f lieaut y ! * To whHi many 
in the low’er aiea added, ‘L<jng live the Saxon 
princess ! long live the laeo of the immortal 
Alfred 1 * 

Efowever uuaeieptable these sounds might be 
to IMooe John, and to those aiound him, he 
latw hitnsolf nevertheless obliged to confirm the 
dp| 4 (^l|lkmatiou of the victor, and accoidingly calling 
p borsa, he left his throne ; and mounting his 
acoomiianied by his tiain, he again 
the lists. Tlie pritioe mused a moment 
the Lady Alicia, to whom 

i. 


he paid his oompliments, observing, at the same 
time, to those around him—* By my halidome, 
sirs ! if the knight’s feats in arms have shown 
that he hath limbs and sinews, his choice hath 
110 less proved that his eyes are none of the 
clearest.’ 

It was on this occasion, as during his whole 
life, John’s misfortune not perfectly to under- 
stand the choxaciors of those whom he wished 
to conciliate. Waldemar Fiizurso waft rather 
offended than pleased at the prince stating thus 
broadly an opinion that his daughter had been 
slighted. 

‘ 1 know no right of chivalry,* he said, ‘more 

i irccions or inalienable than that of each freo 
might to choose his^ lady-love by his own judg- 
ment. lily daughter courts distinction from no 
one ; and in her own character, and in her own 
sphere, will never fail to leceive the lull pio- 
portion of that wliieli is her due.’ 

I’rincc John replied not; but, spuning his 
horse, as if to give vent to his vexation, he made 
the animal bound forward to the gallery where 
Rowena was scaled, with the crown still at her 
feet. 

‘ Assume,’ he said, ‘ fair lady, the mark (if your 
sovereignty, to which noiie bows homage more 
sincerely than ourself, John of Anjou; and if 
it jilcaso you to-day, with your noble sire and 
friends, to grace our bamiuet in the Castle of 
Ashby, W'o shall leain to know the empress to 
whose service we devote to-morrow.’ 

Rowena remained silent, and Oediic answered 
for her in his natne Saxon. 

* The Ijady Rowena,’ In* said, * jiosscsses not tho 
language in which to reply to your courtesy, or 
to sustain her part in your festival, I also, and 
the noble Atliolstanc ot C’oningsburgh, sjieak only 
the language, and ]>ractise only the manners, of 
our fatlieis. Wo thcrclore decline wdtli thanka 
joiir Higlincfs’s courteous invitation to the ban- 
(pret. To-morrow, the Lady Rowena will take 
upon her the state to W’liich she has been called 
by the free election of tho victor knight, con- 
finned by the aeclamalionB of the people.’ 

So saying, lie lifted the coronet, and placed it 
upon Rowena's liead, in token of hci acceptance 
of the ternjiorary authority assigned to her. 

‘What says he?’ said l^iriee John, aflccting 
not to uiuh'i stand the Saxon language, in which, 
however, lie was well skilled. The purport of 
(’ediic’s speech was rciicated to him in French. 
‘It is well,’ ho said ; ‘ to-morrow wo will om*solf 
conduct this mute sovereign to her scat of dignity. 
— You, at least, Sir Knight,’ ho. added, turning 
to the victor, who had remained near the galleiy, 

‘ w ill tin's day share our hanqiiet ? * 

Tho kniglit, speaking for tho first time, in 
a low and Inirricd voice, excused himself by 
]ileadiiig fatigue, and the necessity of jii'eparing 
for to-inorrow’s encounter. 

* It is wtII,’ said Prince John haughtily ; 
‘although unused to such refusals, we will 
endeavour to digest our banquet as we may, 
though ungi’aced by the most successful in arms, 
and his elected Queen of Beauty,’ 
vSo saying, he prepared to leave the lists with 
hib glittering train, and his turning his steed for 
that purpose was the signal for the breaking 
and dispersion of the spectators. 
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Yet, with the vindictive memory proper to 
offended pride, especially when combined with 
conscious want of desert, John hod hardly pro- 
ceeded three paces, ore again, turning arountf, he 
fixed an eye of slern resentment upon iho yeoman 
who had displeased him in tlic early part of the 
day, and issued his eominonds to tlio men-at-anns 
who stood near — ‘On your life, suffer not that 
fellow to escape/ 

The yeoman stootl the angry glance of the 
rince with the same unvaried Htoadiiiosa winch 
ad marked his form-T flo])ortnicnt, saying, with 
a smjle, ‘I have no intention to leave Ashhy 
until the day after to-nioirow— I must see how 
iStaffordshiro and L(‘ieest<M shire can d]*aw their 
bows—the forests of Nee<lw#od and Charnuood 
must rear good afclier.s.’ 

‘I,* said Prince John to his attendants, hut 
not in direct reply, - ‘ J ^vill sec liow lie can draw 
his own ; and woo betide him unless his shill 
should ])i'ovc some apology for his insolence ’ ' 

* It is full time,’ said l)e Brney, ‘ that the oi^rr- 
mUhitvce* of these peasants should ho restrained 
by some striking examj)le.’ 

Wnldemar Pitzurso, who ]>rohal)ly thought his 
nation was not taking the rea/li<*bt road tojKipii- 
larity, shrugged up his shoulders and w’as silent. 
Prince John resumed liis letrcat from the lists, 
and the dispersion of the multitude became 
general. 

In various routes, aceovdiiig to tlio different 
<iuarters from which they came, and in gi-oups of 
various nuinncrs, the spectators were seen retiring 
over the plain. By far the most numerous part 
streamed towards the town of Ashhy, where many 
of the distinguished ])ersoiia Avere lodged in the 
castle, and >vhere others found accommodation 
in the town itself. Among these were most ot 
the knights who had already aj)pcared iii the 
tournament, or who pu» posed to tiglit there the 
ensuing day, and who, as they rode slowly along, 
talking over the events of the day, were greeted 
with loud shoi\ts by the populace. The same 
aeclama lions wore bestow'ed upon Prince John, 
aUhough ho was indebted for tliem rather to the 
snlendour of his appearance and train, th'in to 
tne popularity of his character. 

A more sincere and moi*e general, as w’ell as a 
bctter-morite4 acclamation, attended th*' victor 
of the day, until, anxious to withdraw himself 
from popular notice, he accepted tJie accommc.da- 
tiou of one of those pavilionfi pitched at the 
extremities of the lists, the use of wiiidi w’as 
courteously tendered liim hy the marshals of the 
field. On his retiring to his tout, many who had 
lingered in tho lists, to look unon and form con- 
jeoriires concerning him, also uis])cr8ed. 

Tlie signs and sounds of a tuiiiultiious concourse 
of men lately crowded together in one place, and 
agitated by the same passing events, were now 
exchanged for the distant hum of voices of dif- 
ferent groups retreating in all directions, and 
these sjtbedlly died away in silence. Ko other 
eounds wore heard save the voices of the menials 
who stripped the galleries of their cushions and 
tapestry, in order to imt them in safety for tlie 
night, and wrangled among themselves for the 
bjuf-used bottles of wine and relics of tho re- 



freshment which had been served round to the 
spectaiorst 

Beyond the precincts of the lists more than 
one forge was erected ; and tlicso now began to 
glimmer tlirough the twilight, announcing the 
toil of the armourers, wdiicli was to continue 
through the whole night, in order to iHspair or 
alter the suits of armour to he used again on the 
moriow. 

A strong giiaid of men-at-arms, renewed at 
intervals, from two hours to tw’o heura, sur- 
rounded the lists, and kept wattli during the 
night. 


CITAPTEK A*. 

Thu*., like the s.id iircs.iirinn that tolls 

The sick man’s passni>’t m lui hullnw Leak, 

And in the shadow /if the silont in^hl 
Doth shake contat;iiin fiom hti s.ilHr wiiur!.; 

Vex’d and toimented, inns pout Ikuahhas, 

With fatal curses towaids these Christians. 

Jiw 01* Malta. 

The Disinherited Knight had no sooner reached 
his pavilion, Ihan^squims and pages in abundance 
tendered their servirr's to dibanii him, to bring 
fresh attire, and to oiler liiiu tlic refreshment of 
1 ho l>ath. Th(‘ir zeal on tins oroasion w^as x»erhapft 
sharpened hy euiiosity, since evejy one desired 
to know who the knight was that had gained so 
many laurels, yet had refused, even at the com- 
mand of Prince John, to lift liis visor or to name 
his name. But their otiieious inqu isi 1 i veuess w'as 
not gratified. Tho Disinlioiilod Knight refused 
all other assistance save that of his owui squire, 
or rather yeoman— a clownish -looking man, who, 
wrajqied in .a eloak of dark -coloured fell, and 
having his head and face half-buried in a Norman 
bonnet made of black fur, seemed to affect tlio 
incogni to as much as his n laster. All others being 
excluded from the tent, this attendant rolievea 
liis master from tlie more burdenbomo parts of 
his armour, and jdacM'd food and wdiio before 
him, which the exertion.s of the day rendered 
very aeceptahlo. 

Hie knight had scarcely finished a hasty meal, 
ore his menial annouueed to him that five men, 
eaeli leading a hailied steed, desired to sttsak 
with him. Tho Disinlieriled Knight lia{l eSc* 
changed his armour for the long robo usually 
woni hy those of his condition, wdiieh, being 
furnished witli a hood, eone»‘aled the featuj^ 
when such was tho iilcasure of the wcaier, almost 
as comiiletely as the visor of the helmet itself 
hut the twiliglii, which was now- fast darkening, 
would of itself have rendered a disguise unneces- 
saiy, unless to iiersons to w'hom tho face of an 
individual chanced to he particularly well known. 

The Disinherited Knight, therefore, stopped 
boldly forth to tho front of his tent, eaid found 
in attendance the squires of tho challongera, 
whom he easily knew by thoir russet and waolc 
dresses, each of whom led his master's charger, 
loaded with tho armour in which ho had wai 
day fought. 

‘According to the laws of chivalry,' said the 
foremost of these men, ‘I, Baldwin de Oyleyi 
squire to the redoubted knight, Brian de 
Guilbort, make offer to you, styling yothself. 


Presumption, insolence. 
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for tlio present, the DiHinherited Knight, of the 
Jiorse and arwour used by the said Brian do 
]^iB-Guilbcrt in this day’s passage of arms, 
leaving It with your nobleness to retain or to 
ransom the same, according to your pleasure ; 
for such U the Liw of arms.’ 

The other v\uire3 repeated nearly the same 
formula, inrl then stood to await the decision of 
the I)l»iiiii9tited Knight. 

*To you four, sirs,’ replied the knight, ad- 
dressing those who had last s])okcn, ’and to 
your honourable and valiant masters, I have 
one common reply. Commend me to the noble 
knights, your laasters, and say, I should do ill 
to deprive them of steeds and arms wliich can 
never bo used hy braver ea\d.liers. — I would I 
-could hero end my messng*' to these gallant 
Icnights ; hut being, as I term myself, in truth 
4ind earnest, tho fiisinlioritcd, 1 must be thus 
far bound to your masters, that they will, of 
their courtesy, be pleased to ransom tlneir steeds 
and armour, since that which I wtar I can 
liardly term mine own.’ 

‘ Wo stand commissioned, each of us,’ answered 
tlio stpiiro of Jleginald Froni-de Iheuf, ’to offer 
a hundred zcecliins in ransom* of these hoises 
And suits of armour.’ 

* It is sufficient,’ said tho Disinherited Knight. 

* Half the sum my present necessities compel mo 
to accept ; of the remaining half, distribute one 
moiety among yourselves, sir squires, and divide 
tho other halt betwixt the heralds and the pur- 
suivants, and minstrels, and attendants.’ 

Tho stiuires, witli cap in hand, and low 
reverences, expressed their deep sense of a 
courtesy and generosity not often practised, at 
least upon a scale so extonsiv’o. The l)isinherited 
Knight then addiessed his discourse to Baldwin, 
tho sq^uiro of Brian do Bois Guilbci t. * From 
your master,’ said he, ’I will accept neither 
arms nor ransom. Say to him in my name, 
that our strife is not ended — no, nt>t till w^e have 
fought as well ■with swords as with lances --as 
well on foot as on horseback. To this mortal 
quarrel he has himself defied me, and I shall not 
iorgot the challenge. Meantime, let him he 
assiued, that 1 hold him not as one of his 
con^anions, wdth whom I can wdth pleasure 
oxolfongc courtesies ; but rather as one wdth 
whom I stand upon terms of moital defiance.’ 

*My master,* answ'crod Baldwin, ’kndw's how 
to re(tuito scorn with scorn, and blows with 
blows, as well as com*tesy with courtesy. Since 
you disdain to accept from him any share of the 
Tansom at which you have rated the arms of the 
^thcr knights, 1 must leave his armour and his 
‘horse here, being well assured that he will 
'Iiever deign to mount tin one or wear the other ’ 

‘ You have spoken well, good squire,* said the 
iDisiuhoritod Knight, Svell and boldly, as it 
^8eemeth<^ him to speak who answers for an 
libaont master. Leave not, however, tho horse 
Cbii4 armour hero. Bestoro them to thy master ; 

if scorns to accept them, retain them, 
ilpmd for thine own use. So far as they 

I bestow them upon you freely.’ 

; MHwixii made a deep oneisance, anil retired 
' companions ; and the Disinherited 
jH^toonfored the pavilion. 

addressing hia 


attendant, * the reputation of English chivalry 
hath not suffered in my hands.' 

* And I,’ said Gurtli, ’for a Saxon swiueherd, 
have not ill played the personage of a Kormau 
squire-at-arms.’ 

’ Yea, but,* answered tho Disinherited Knight, 
‘thou hast ever kei)t me in anxiety lest thy 
clownish bearing should discover thee.’ 

‘ Tush ! ’ said (birth, * I fenr discovery from 
none, saving my playfellow, "Wamba tho jester, 
of whom I could never discover whether he were 
most knave or fool. Yet I could scarce choose 
but laugli, when my old master passed so near 
to me, dreaming all tlio while that Qurth wja 
Leeiniig his porkers many a mile off, in tlm 
thickefs and swamp!* of KotliC];wood. If I am 
discovered ’ 

‘ Enough,' said the Disinherited Knight, *thou 
knowest my jnomise.’ 

’Hay, for that matter,’ said Guith, ‘I will 
never fail my fiiond for fear of my skin- cut ting. 

T have a tough hide, that will bear knife or 
scourge as well as any boar’s liide in iny herd.’ 

‘Tnist me, I will requite the lisk you iim for 
my love, Gurtb,’ said the knight. ’ Meanwhile, 

I j>ray you to accept these ten ])icccs of gold.' 

’ I am richer,* said Gurtli, putting them into his 
pouch, ’ than ever was swineherd or bondsman. ' 

’Take this bag of gold to Ashby,’ continued 
his master, ’ and find out Isaac the Jew of York, 
and let him pay himself for tlie horse and aims 
with which his credit supplied irie.’ • 

‘Nay, by Saint Duns tan,' lejdied Gurth, ‘ that 
I will not do.’ 

‘How, knave,’ replied his master, ‘wilt thou 
not obey my commands ^ ’ 

‘So tliey bo honest, leasonahle, aii*! (iiristian 
eommaudb,’ reidicd CJurtli ; ’ but this is none of 
these. To suffer tho Jew to pay himself would 
be dishonest, fer it would be cheating my master ; 
and unreasonable, for it were tlio ])art of a fool ; 
and uneliristian, since it would ])e pluudciing a 
believer to enrich an infidel.’ 

‘Sie him contented, however, thou stubhoiu 
vailft,’ said the DKinherited Kiiiglit. 

‘I wull do so,’ said Guitb, taking the hag 
under his cloak, and leaving tho apartment ; 
‘and it will go haul,’ lie nuittorcu, ‘but I 
content him with one-half of liis own asking.’ 
So saying, lie departed, and left the Disinherited 
Knight to Ills owq jicrplexed luminations, wliich, 
upon more accounts than it is now possible to 
communicate to tho readci, were of a nature 
peculiarly agitating and painful. 

We must now change the sociio to tho village 
of Ashby, or rather to a country liouso in its 
vicinity belonging to a wealthy Israelite, with 
whom Isaac, liis daughter, and retinue, had 
taken up their quarters ; the Jews, it is well 
known, being as liberal in exercising the duties 
of hospitality and cliaiity among their own 
people, as they were alleged to be reluctent and 
churlish in extending them to those whom they 
termed Gentiles, and whose treatment of them^ 
certainly merited little hospitality at their hand. 

In an apartment, small indeed, but lichly 
furnished with decorations of an Oriental taste. 
Bebecca was seated on a Leap of embroidered 
cushiony which, piled along a low platform th*0* 
aurrounded tho cnambor, served, like the est^rado 
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of th6 Spaniards, instead of chairs and stools, repay a debt to a Jew, unless under the awo of 
She was watching the motions of her father with the judge and jailor. ’ 

a look of anxious and filial affection, while ho So saying, lie resumed his discontented walk * 
paced the apartment with a dejected mien and through the apartment ; and Keljccra, pcrcoiv- 
disordored step ; soifictimes clasping his hands ing that her attempts at consolation only served 
together — sometimes casting his eyes to 1 he roof to awaken new subjects of complaint, W'isoly 
of the apartment, as one who laboured under desisted from licr unavailing efforts— a pmden- 
great mental tribulation. ‘0 Jacob!* he ex- tial line of conduct, and we rccominend to all 
claimed—* 0 all ye twelve holy Fathers of our who set up for comforters and advisers, to follow 
tribe I what a losing venture is this for one it in the like circumstanees. 
who hath duly koi)t every jot and tittle (»f The evening was now becoming dark, when a 
the law of Moses — Fifty zccchina wrenched Jewish servant entered tlio apartment, and 
from me at one clutch, and by the talons of a placed upon the tabic two silver lamps, ic*d with 
tyrant!* * perfumed oil; tlio richest wines, and the most 

*15ut, father,* said Rchccca, *you seemed to delicate refreslimcnts, were at the same time 
give the gold to Prince John wdllingly.* displayed by another Israelitish domestic ou a 

jAVillingly? the blotch of Kgypt upon him! small ebony table, inlaid with silver; for, iiv 
Willingly, saidst thou?— Ay, as willingly as the interior ()f their houses, the Jews relused 
when, in the Gulf of Lyons, I flung over my themselves no oxpenaivo indulgenees. At the 

merchandise to lighten the ship, while she same time the servant informed Isaac that a 

laboured in the tempest— robed the seething Kazarono (so they termed Christians, whilo 
billows in iny choice silks— perfumed their briny conversing among themselves) desired to speak 
foam W'ith myrrh and aloes — enriched their wdth him. 11c that w'oiild live by traffic must 

caverns with gold and silver work ! And was hold liimself at the dis 2 )osal of cvciy one elaim- 

not that an hour of uiiutteiablc misery, though ing business with him, Isaac at once rejdaeed 
my owui hands made the saerifiee ? ' ou the table tlie untasted glass of Greek W'ino 

*Bnt it was a saerilico which Heaven exacted wdiich he had just raised to his lij»s, and saying 
to save our lives,’ answered Rchccca, ‘and the hastily to his daughter, ‘Rebecca, veil thyself,^ 
God of oiir fathers has since blessed your store commanded the stranger to bo admitted, 
and your gettings.* ‘ Just as Rebecca had dropped over her fine 

*Ay,’ answered Isaac, ‘but if the tjTant lays features a screen of silver gauze wliieli reached 
hold on them as he did to-day, and compels me to her feet, the door opened, and Ourth entered, 
to smile whtlo he is robbing me 0, daughter, wu-apjiod in the ami>lc folds of his Norman mantle, 
disinherited and wandering as w’o arc, the worst His ajipearancc w^as ratlier sii'^pieiotis than pre- 
evil which befalls our race is, that when we aie nosscssing, especially as, instead of doffing his 
wronged and plundered, all the w’orld laughvS l>onnet, ho iniilcd it still deejier over his rugged 
around, and W’e are comjiollcd to snpiiross our brow. 

sense of injury, an<l to smile tamely, w’bop wo ‘ Art thou Isaac the Jew of York ? ' said Gurtli 
W^ould revenge bravely.* in Saxon. 

‘Think not thus of it, my father,* said ‘I am,* TC]>lied Isaac in the same language 
Rebecca; ‘we also have advantages. The«»e (for his traffic had lendcred every tongue sjiokcn 
Gentiles, cruel and oppressive as they are, arc in Britain familiar to him) — ‘and who art 
ill some sort dependent on the disi)ersc(l childieu thou « ' 

of Zion, whom they despise and persecute. ‘That is not to the purpose/ answTred Gurtli. 

Without the aid of our wealth, they could ‘As mueli as my name is to thee,* rcjilied 
neither furnish forth their hosts in W'ar, nor Isaac; ‘for without knowing thine, how can I 
their triumphs in iicaco ; and the gold which hold intercourse with thee ^ * 
we lend them returns with increase to our ‘Easily,* answered Gurfh ; ‘T being to pay 

coffers. Wo are like the herb wdiich flourislietli money must know that I deliver i( to the right 
most when it is most tramided on. Even this person ; thou wdio art to receive it wilt not, I 
day’s jiagcant had not iiroceeded without the lliiiik, eaio very greatly by whose hands it ia 
consent of the despised Jew, ^filo furnished the deliviTcd.' 

means.* ‘0,* said the Jew, ‘you are come to pay 

‘Daughter,’ said Isaac, ‘tliou hast harped moneys ?— Holy Father Abraham ! that allerctu 
upon another string of soitow. The goodly our relation to each other. And from whom 
steed and the rich armour, equal to the full dost thou bring it ? ’ 

profit of my adventure with our Kirjath Jairam ‘From the Disinherited Knigbl,* said Gurtli, 
of Leicester — there is a dead loss too— ay, a loss ‘ victor in this day’s touniamcnt. It is the 
which swallows up the gains of a week ; ay, of price of llio armour su]>plicd to him by Kiijath 
the space between two Sabbaths— and yet it Jairam of Tjcicestor, on thy recommendation, 
may end better than I now think, for 'tis a The steed ia restored to thy stable. J desire to 
good youth.* know the amount of the sum which I am to pay 

‘ Assusedly,* said Rebecca, ‘you sball not for the armour/ * 

yifepent you of requiting the good deed received ‘ I ^id he w’as a jjood youth ! * exclaimed Isoao 
the stranger knight.* , with joyful exultation. * A cup of wine will do 

^ *I trust so, 'daughter,* said Isaac, ‘and I thee no harm,*’ ho added, filling and handing to 
trust too in the rebuilding of Zion ; but as w^ell the swineherd a richer draught than Gurth.had 
do 1 hope with my own kodily eyes to sec the ever before tasted. ‘And bow much money/ 
walls and battlements of the new Temple, as to continued Isaac, ‘hast thou brought with tbcor 
see a OhilsUsn, ycai the very best of Cnristiaus, ^ ‘ Boly Yirgin \ * said Gurth, setting down ih« 
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ctijt, * what nectar those unbcUevinjCf doga drinki 
while true Christians are fain to quan ale a$ 
4 mtlddy and thick as the draflf we give to hogs I 
—What money liavo I brought with mo ? * con- 
tiimod the Saxon, when he had finished this 
’uncivil ejaculation; *evon but a small sum: 
something in hand the whilst. What, Isaac ! 
thuii Tniist bear a conscience, though it be a 
Jewish one.’ 

'Nay, but,’ said Isfuic, ‘thy master has won 
goodly steeds and rich armours with the slrenglh 
of his lance and of his right hand — but ’tia a 
good youth — the Jew will take these in present 
payment, and render him back the surplus.’ 

* My master has disposed of them already,* 
said Gui tli. 

‘All! that was WTong,’ said the Jew, ‘that 
was the part of a fool. No (Christians hero 
could buy so many horses and armour- no JeAV 
except myself winild give him half the values, 
lint thou hast a Imndred zocchius with thee in 
that bug,’ said Isaac, prying uu(h»r (lurth’s 
<;loak ; ‘ it is a heavy one.’ 

* I liavo heads for crossboAv holts in it,* said 
Gurth readily. 

‘ Well, then’— said Isaac, panting and hesi- 
tating between habitual love of gain and a now- 
horij desire to be liberal in the present instance, 

‘ if 1 should say that I Avould take eighty zeochins 
ior tilt) good st(‘ed and rich armour, Avhich loaves 
mo not a guilder’s profit, liavo you money to 
pay me ? ’ 

‘Barely,’ said Gurth, though the sum de- 
manded was more reasonable than he exi)ected, 
‘and it will leave my master nigh penniless. 
Nevertheless, if such be your least offer, I must 
bo content.’ 

‘ Fill thyself another goblet of wine,’ said the 
Jew. ‘Ah! eighty zocchins is too little. It 
Iciivoth no profit for the usages of the money ; 
and, besides, the good horse may have suffered 
wrong in this day’s encounter. O, it Avas a hard 
and dangorous meeting ! man and steed rushing 
on each other like Avild bulls of Baslian ! The 
horse cannot but have had wrong.’ 

‘And*>I say,* replied Gurth, ‘lie is sound, 
wind and limb ; and you may see him now in 
your stable. And I say, over and above, that 
seventy zecchins is oiiougli for the armour, and 
J hope a Christian’s word is ar good as a Jcav’s. 
If yon will not take seventy, I will carry this 
bag’ (and he shook it till tfie contents jingled) 
back to my master.* 

‘Nay, nay!’ said Isaac; ‘lay doAvn the 
talents— the shekels — the eighty zecchins, and 
thou shaft see I will consider thee liberally.* 

, Gurth at length oornplicd ; and, telling out 
eighty zecchins u))ou the table, the Jew delivered 
out to liim an acquit! aixco for the horse and suit 
of armour. The JoavV hand trembled for joy as 
he wrapp^ u]> the first seventy pieces of gold. 
The lasr tflft ho told over with inucli deliberation, 

^ pausing, and saying aomethiug as he took each 
pieoe from the table and dropped it into his purse. 
It soemed as if his avariue wei e struggling with 
' Ids better nature, and compelling him to pouch 
oeeohin after zeoohin, while his generosity urged 
^ Hm to restore some part at least to his bene- 
i’’ Jboto!r> or as a donation to his agent. His whole 
ran noacty thus : 
i ^ M t 


* Serenty-one— seventy*two ; thy master is a 
goodyouth— seventy-three— an exccllentyouth — 
seventy-four — that piece hath been olippeu within 
the ring— seventy-five— and that lookclh light 
of weight— seven ty-six— when thy master wants 
money lot him come to Isaac of York — seventy- 
seven — tliat Is, with reasonable socuiity.’ Hera 
he made a con.sidoral>le pause, and Gurth hod 
good hope that the last three ])iecGs miglit escape 
the fate of their comrades ; hut the enumeration 
proceeded.’ — ‘ Seventy-eight - thou art a good 
felloAv — seventy-nine— and deservest something 
for thyself’ 

Hero the Jcav paused again, and looked at tba 
last zeccliiii, intoiiiliiig, douhlloss, to bestow it 
upon Gurth. He weighed it iqMm the tip of liia 
finger, and made it riug by dropping it upon the 
table. Had it nmg too fiat, or bad it ft*lt a 
hair’s hreadtfi too light, generosity had carricil 
the day ; but, unhappily for Gurth, the chiiiio 
AA’as full and true, llio zecchin ]»lum]), newly 
coined, and a grain above weiglit. Isaac could 
not find it in bis heart to jMirt Avith it, .so dropped 
it into his i)ursc as if in absence of mind, with 
the Avords, ‘ Kiglity com)>letes the tale, and I 
trust tliy master Avill rcAvard thee liandbomely. 
— Surely,’ he added, looking earnestly at the 
bag, ‘ thou hast moie (*oiiis in that pouch ? * 

Gurth grinned, Avhich Avas his nearest approach 
to a laugh, as ho replied, ‘About the same 
(jUtintity w'hich tliou hast just told over so care- 
fully,* He then folded the acquittance, and put 
it under his cap, adding Peril of«thy beard, 
JcAV, see that this bo full and ample!* He 
filled himself, unl)i«lden, a third goblet of wine, 
and left the a])artment without ceremony. 

‘Rebecca,* said the Joav, ‘that Islnuaelito 
hath gone somewbat beyond me. Nevertheless 
hi.s master is a good youth- ay, and I am well 
])leasod that lie hath gained shekels of gold and 
shekels of silver, catii by the spccc^ of his horse 
and l)y the strength of his lance, which, like 
that of Golialli the Pliilistiiio, might vie Avith a 
weaver’s beam.* 

As ho turned to receive Rebecca’s answ'or, bo 
observed that, dining liis chaffering Avith Gurth, 
sho liad left the aiiartincnt uiiperceived. 

In the meauAvliile, Gurth had descended the 
stair, and, having reached the dark antechamber 
or ball, was puzzling about to discover tlio 
entrance, when a figure in while, shown by a 
small silver lamj^ Avhieh sho held in her liand, 
beckoned hhn into a side a])artineiit. Gurili 
had some reluctaneo to obey the sunnuoiks. 
Rough and impetuous as a Avild boar where paly 
earthly force was to he apprehended, ho had all 
tlio characteristic terrors of a Saxon resjieeting 
fawns, forest-fiends, Avliite women, and the whole 
of the sujjersiitions Avhich his ancestors hud* 
brought with them from the wilds of Gennany. 
He K*membered, moreover, that he was in thOi 
house of a Jew, a people Avho, besides the otliar. 
iinamiablc qualities Avbic'h popular report^ribed 
to them, w'cre supposed to ue promiuia neoro^f 
mancers and cabalists. Nevertlieless, after a. 
moment’s pause, ho obeyed the beckoning sum- 
mons of the apparition, and followed lier into 
the apartment which indicated, where he 
found, to his jovful surprise, that his fair guide 
was the beautiim Jeivess whom he had seen ah 
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the tournameiit, and a short lime in her fathor’s 
apartment. 

She asked him the particulars of his transac- 
tion vdth Isaac, which he detailed accurately. 

‘My father did but jest with tlieo, good fellow/ 
said &beoca; ‘ho owes thy master deeper kiud- 
xiesa than those arms and steeds could pay, were 
their value tenfold. W 'lat sum didst thou pay 
my father oven now ? ’ 

‘Eighty zecchins,’ said Gurth, suri^rised at 
the question. 

‘In this inirsc/ said Rebecca, ‘thou wilt find 
a hundred. Restore to thy master that which is 
his due, and enrich thyself with the remainder. 
Haste— begone- stay not to render thanks! and 
beware how you jmss througli this erowdod town, 
where thou inayost easily lose both thy burden 
and thy life.— lleuhcn,’ she added, clapping her 
hands together, ‘light forth this stranger, and 
fail not to draw lock and bar behind him.* 

Reuben, a dark -browed and black -bearded 
Israelite, obeyed her sumn)ons, with a torch in 
his hand ; undid the outward iloor of the house, 
and conducting Onrth across a ])aved court, let 
him out through a wicket in the cjitraiico gate, 
which he closed behind liirn wdth such bolts 
and cliains as would well have become that of 
a prison. 

‘ By Saint Dnnstan,’ saitl Ourtli, as he stumbled 
up the dark avenue, ‘ this is no .Fewess, but an 
angel from heaven ! T<*n zeccliins from my 
bravo young master — twenty from this pearl of 
Zion. — Oh, ^iapj)y day • — Such another, Gurth, 
will redeem thy botidage, and make tlieo a 
brother as free of thy guild as the best. And 
then do I lay down my swinelierd’s horn and 
staff, and take the freeman’s sword and buckler, 
and follow my young master to the death, "with- 
out hiding cither my faeo or my name,* 


CHAPTER XL 

' X Outlaw. Stand, sir, and throw us that you h.ive 
about you ; 

If not, we'll make you sit, and rifle you. 

.Sir, we aie undone! these ar<’ the villains 
That all the travellers do fear so mucli. 

VaL My friends, 

1 Out. That’s not sr, sii : we are youi enemies. 

3 Out. Peace I we’ll hear him. 

3 Out. Ay, by my beard, will we; 

For he’s a proper man. • 

Two (Sentlemkn or Vkkona. 

Tub nocturnal ad ven tines of Gurth were not 
yet concluded ; indeed, ho himself became ])ai tly 
of that mind, when, after jiassing one or two 
straggling houses which stood in the outskirts 
of the village, he found himself In a deen lane, 
running between two banks overgrown with hazel 
and holly, while here and there a rlwarf oak flung 
its arms altogether across tlie |>ath. Tlie lane 
was, mc^eover, much rutted and broken up hy 
the carriages which had recently transported 
articles of various kinds to the tournament; 
and it was dark, for the banks and bushes iu- 
toroeptod the light of the harvest moon. 

From the village were heard the distant sounds 
qI revelry, mixed occasionally with loud laughter, 
sometimes broken by screams, and sometimes by 


wild strains of distant music. All these sounds, 
intimating the disorderly state of the town,, 
crowded with military nobles and tlieir disaoluto 
attendants,* gave Gurth some uneasiness. ‘ The 
J ewess was righ t, * he said to h imself. ‘ By Heaven 
and St. Duiislan, I would 1 were sate at my 
journey’s end with nil this treasure ! Here aro 
such iium]»prs, I will not .say of arrant thieves, 
but of errant knights and errant squires, ennnk 
monks and ciTanl minstrels, cirant jugglers ami 
errant jesters, that a man with u single merk 
would ho in danger, much more a ])oor swineherd 
with a whole bagful of zecchins. Would I were 
onf of the shailc of these infernal bushes, that 1 
might at least see any of Saint Nicholas’s elcrka 
before they si>riTig on my shonldcrs.* 

Gurth accordingly hastened his pace, in order 
to gain the open common to i^hich tlie lane led, 
but was not so fortiinalc as to accomplish his. 
object. Just as lie/iad attained the upper end 
of the lane, where tbo underwood was tniekest, 
four men sprung iqion him, even ns his tears 
anticij)atcd, two from each side of the jond, and 
seized him so fast, that resisliinee, if at first 
practicable, would have been now loo late.— 
‘ Surrender your cliaige,’ said one of tlicm ; ‘ wo* 
are the deliveiers ot t])e coiiiinonwealth, who 
ease every man of liis burden.* 

‘You should not case mo of mine so lightly, *“ 
muttered Gurth, whoso surly honesty could not 
l>e tamed even by the jiressurc of iiiiinetliate* 
vioknee, — ‘had 1 it Imt in my power to give 
three strokes in its didcneo.* 

‘We shall see that ]»resently,’ sakl the robber;, 
and speaking to his corn pan ions, he added, ‘ Bring: 
along the knave. I see ho would liavo liis head 
broken, as well as his purse cut, and so bo let 
blood in two veins at ou< e.* 

Gurth was liuriicd along agreeably to thif*. 
mandate, and Ijaving been dragged smnewhat 
roughly over the bunk, on the Icll-liand side of 
the lane, found himself in a straggling thicket, 
whicii lay betwixt it and the open (‘oininon. 
Ho was eoin]>elled to follow liis rough eonduetors 
into the very deptli of this cover, where they 
stoppeil unexjwctedly ill an irregular (qien snace, 
free in a great measure from trees, and on W’ldoli, 
therefore, the beams of the moon fell without 
niiich inteini}>tio!i li orn boughs and leaves. Hero 
his ca))fois wore joined by tw'o other ]>ersoiis, ap- 
parently helonging to the gang. They had short 
swords by their sides, and quarter-staves in their 
liaiids, and Gurth could now' observe that all six 
wore visors, which rendered their occniiation a 
matter of no question, even had their former 
lirocecdings left it in doubt. 

‘A'^hat money hast thou, churl T said one of 
tlj«> thieves. 

‘Thirty zecchins of my own property, ’answered 
Gurth doggedly. 

* A forfeit— a forfeit,’ shouted the roblwrs : * a 
Baxon hath thirty zecchins, and returns sober 
from a village ! An undeniable and nnredeem* 
able forfeit of all ho hath about him.* 

‘ T hoarded it to purchase my freedom,’ said 
Gurth. 

‘ Thou art au ass,* replied one of the thieves ; 
‘ three quarts of double ale liad rendered thee aa 
free as thy tnasten ay, and freer too, if he be « 
l^on like thyself. * 
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*A sad truthi* replied Giirth; *biit if these 
iqatne thirty zecchins will buy my freedom from 
jyou, unloose my hands, and I will pay them to 
you.* 

* Hold/ said one who seemed to cxcrcibe some 
Authority over the others ; ‘ this bag which thou 
(Iwarost, as I can feel through thy cloak, contains 
snore coin than thou hast told us of * 

^ It is the good knight my masters/ answered 
Ourth, *of which, assuredly, I wouM not have 
!Spokeii a word had you been satisfied with woi Ic- 
ing your will upon mine own proneity.* 

‘I’hoii art an honest fellow,’ replied the robber, 
'I warrant thee; and wo worshij) not Saint 
"Kicholas so devoutly but what thy thirty zecchins 
may yet osoaj»e, if thou deal uprightly ^\itll us. 
Meantime render u]) tliy tuist for tlie time.* So 
fflayiug, lie took from Ouitli’s breast the la'ige 
Hoathcvn pouch, iiiwliicli tbo purse given him by 
Hcbecca was enclos<*(l, as well as the lest of the 
aecchins, and then continued his interrogation. 
— * Who is thy master i ’ 

'The Disinbei ited Knight,* said Ouith. 
'Whoso good lanec,* leplicd the jobber, ‘won 
the prize in to-day ’a tourney i What is hi a naiiij 
And lineage ? * 

‘It is his pleasure,* answered Garth, ‘that they 
be concealed; and from me, assuredly, you will 
learn nought of them.* 

‘ What is thine own name and lineage ^* 

'To tell that,’ said Guith, ‘might reveal iny 
tnasier’a.* 

‘Thou art a saucy groom,* said the robber, 
•‘but of that anon. How conies thy master liy 
this gold ? is it of his inheritaiiee, or by wdiat 
means hath it accrued to liiin ? * 

‘ ily his good lance,* answ^ered Gurth. — ‘These 
bags contain the ransom of four good horses, and 
tfour good suits of armour,’ 

* How much is there ? * demanded the robber. 
‘Two hiiudred zecebins.* 

‘Only two hundred zc'^ebiiis i ' said the bandit ; 
'your master liatb dealt liberally by the \an- 
«naishcd, and ])ut tliem to a chea]) ransom. Name 
those who ])aid the gold.’ 

Gurth did so. 

‘ The armour and horse of the Templar Brian 
<le Bois-Giiilbcrt, at what ransom were they 
field’ — Thou seest thou canst not deceive me.* 

‘ My master,* replied Gurtli, ‘wall take nought 
from the Templar save his life’s blood. They are 
on terms of mortal defiance, and cannot hold 
oourleous iutorcourso together.' 

‘ Indeed > * — ^repeated the robber, and paused 
after lie had said the w^ord. ‘And what w'ert 
thou now doing at Ashby >vith such a charge in 
thy custody ’ ’ 

*I wont tbitlif r to render to Isaac the Jew of 
Tork,* replied Ourlh, ‘the price of a suit of 
artnour with w hicli ho fitted my master for this 
tournament.* 

* And how much didst thou pay to Isaac t — 
l^athinks, to judge by weight, there is still two 
Imbdred zecchins in that pouch.* 

/I i»aid to Isaac,* said tho Saxon, ‘eighty 
and bo restored mo a himdied in lieu 
80f/ 

low 1 wliat 1 ’ oxcloimed all the robbers at 
thou triilo with uo. that thou 
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^Whafc i tell you,* said Gurth, ‘is as true as 
the moon is in heaven. will find the just 
sum In a silken purse withiiiThe leathern pouch, 
and separate from the rest of the gold/ 

‘Bethink thee, man,’ said the captain, Hhoii 
speakest of a Jew — of an Israelite,— as unapt to 
restore gold, os the dry sand of his deserts to 
return the cup of water wdiich the pilgrim spills 
upon them.* 

‘ There is no more mercy in them,* said another 
of the banditti, ‘ than in an uiibribcd 8herifi'*a 
officer. * 

‘ It is, however, as I say,' said Gurth. 

‘Strike a light instantly,’ said tho captain; 
‘ I will cxainiiifi this said piuse ; and if it be as 
this follow says, the Jew’s bounty is little loss 
miraculous than the stream w hicli relieved his 
idthers in tho wilderness.* 

A light was procured accordingly, and the 
robber proceeded to examine the purse. Tho 
others crowded around him, and even two who 
had hold of Gurth relaxed their grasp while they 
stretched their neeks to see the issue of tho 
seandi. Availing himself of their negligence, by 
a sudden exertion of stieiigth and activity Gurtli 
shook himself free of their hold, and might have 
escaped, could ho have icsohed to leave his 
in istcr’s property behind him. But such was no 
])art of his intention, lie wicnched a qiiarter- 
stafT fiom one of the fellows, struck down the 
captain, who wms altogelhcr unaw^are of his pur* 
pose, and bad well-nigh repossessed himself of 
the poiuh and treasme. Tho tliievi^fe, however, 
w^ere too nimble for him, and again secured botli 
the bag and tlie trusty Gurth, 

‘ Knave ! ' said tho captain, getting up, ‘ thou 
hast broken my head ; and W'itli other men of our 
sort tliou w^ouldst fare the worse for thy insolence. 
But thou shalt know thy fate instantly. First 
let us speak of thy master ; the knight’s matters 
must go before the scpiiro’s, ac'coi'dmg to the duo 
Older of chivalry. Stand thou fast in llio mean- 
time — if thou stir again, thou slialt have that 
will make thee quiet for thy life.— Comrades 1 ’ 
he then said, addressing his gang, ‘ this purse is 
omhroidored with Hebrew cJiaracters, and I well 
lielieve thp yeoman’s talc is true. The errant 
knight, his master, must needs }>ass us toll-free, 
lie IS too like ourselves for us to make booty of 
him, since dogs should not wuiry dogs wnere 
wolves and foxes arc to be found in abundance/ 
‘Like us’* answoicd one of the gang; ‘I 
should like to hear how that is made good.* 
‘Why, thou fool,’ answeied the captain, Ms 
ho not poor and disiiiliciited as wo arc? — Doth 
he not win his substance at the sword’s point as 
wc do ’ - Hath ho not beaten Front-do-Boeuf and 
Malvoisin, even as we would beat them if we 
could ? Is he not the enemy to life and death 
of Brian do Bois-Guilbert, whom we have so 
much reason to feai ? — And were all ^is other- 
wise, wouldst thou have us show a worse conscience 
than an unbeliever, a Hebrew Jew ? * 

‘Nay, tliat w'oro a shame,* muttered the other 
fellow ; ‘ and yet, when I served in the band of 
stout old Gandelyn, we had no such scruples of 
conscience. And this insolent peasant, — ^fio too, 
I ivarrant mo, is to bo dismissed scatheless ? ' 

‘Not if Ikou canst scathe him/ replied the 
captain.— ‘ lletC) fellow/ continued he, address* 
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ing Gurth, ‘canst thou use the staff that thou 
starU to it so readily f ' 

think,' told Gurth, *thou shouldst be best 
able to#eply to that question.* 

' Nay, oy my troth, thou gavest me - round 
knock/ replied the captain; *do as much for 
this fellow, and tliou shslt pass scot-froc ; and 
if thou dost not — whj , by my faith, as thou art 
such a sturdy knave, 1 think 1 must pay thy 
ransom myself, — Take thy staff, Miller,* he 
added, * and keep thy head ; and do you others 
let the follow go, and give hin» a staff— there is 
light enough to lay on load by.* 

The two champions, being alike armed with 
quarter-staves, stepped forward into tlio centre 
of the open space, in order to have the full 
benefit or the ^moonlight*, the thieves in the 
meantime laughing, and crying to their comrade, 
‘Miller ! beware thy toll-dish.* Tlic Miller, on 
the other hand, holding Ids <|uarter-staff by the 
middle, and making it flourish round his head 
after the fishion wliich the French call fairr U 
mouHiief, exclaimed boastfully, ‘ Como on, cbuvl, 
an thou darest : thou shalt feel the strength of 
a miller’s thumb ’ ’ 

'If tbou bc’st a miller,’ answered (Jiirtli 
undauntedly, making liis weapon ]»]ay around 
his head with equal dexterity, ‘thou art 
doubly a thief, and 1, as a true man, bid thet* 
defiance.’ 

So saying, the two champions closed together, 
and for a few minutes they displayed great 
equality strength, courage, and skill, inter- 
cepting and returning the Idows of tlicir adveisary 
with the most rapid dexterity, while, from the 
continued clatter of their wcajioiis, a person at a 
distance might have supposed that there were 
at least six persons engaged on each side. Less 
obstinate, and cveti less dangerous combats, liave 
been described in good lieroic verse ; but that of 
Gurth and the Miller must remain unsung, for 
want of a sflcrcd poet to do justice to its eventful 
progi’css. Yet, though quarter- staff play be out 
of date, wbat 'wc can in prose we will do lor these 
bold champions. 

Long they fought equally, until the Miller 
began to lose temper at finding himself so stoutly 
opposed, and at hearing the laughter of his coiii- 
panions, who, as usual in such cases, enjoyed his 
vexation. This was not a state of mind favour- 
able to the noble game of quarter-staff, in which, 
as in ordinary cudgel-playing, tlie utmost cool- 
ness is requisite ; and it gave Gurth, whose 
‘ temper was steady, though surly, the opportunity 
of acquiring a decided advantage, in availing 
himself of ivhich lie dis])layed great mastery. 

The Miller pressed furiously forward, dealing 
blows with either end of his wc^n alternately, 
and striving to come to half-staff distance, while 
Gurth defended himself against the attack, keep- 
ing his hands about a yard asunder, and covering 
himself by shifting bis weapon with great celerity, 
BO as to protect his head and body. Thus did 
ho ma^tain the defensive, making his eye, foot, 
and hand keep true time, until, observing his 
antagonist to lose wind, ho darted the staff at 
' his moe with his left hand ; and as the Miller 
endeavoured to parry the thrust, ho slid his 
f^ht hand down to his left, and with the full 
awing of the weapon struck his opponent on the 


left side of the head, who instantly measured liie 
length upon the greensward. 

‘ Well and yeomanly done ! ’ shouted the 
robbers ; ^ fair play and Old England for ever ! 
The Saxon hath saved both liis purse and hie 
hide, and tlie Miller has met his match.* 

‘Thou mayest go thy ways, my friend,’ saiti 
the captain, addressing Gurth, in sj)ecial con- 
firmation of the general voice, ‘and I will caua» 
two of my comrades to guide thee by the best 
way to tliy master’s pavilion, and to guard tlie^ 
from night walker^ tliat might have less tender 
consciences than ours ; for there is many one of 
iliem upon ilic amble in such a night as this* 
Take heed, howevei,’ lie added stcinly ; ‘re- 
memhor tlnm hast refused to tell thy name — ask 
not after ours, nor endeavour to discover who ot 
what wc are ; for, it thou iriakest such au attempt^ 
thou wilt come by worse foitunc than has yet 
hefiillen thee.* 

Gurth thanked Ihe eaidaiu for his courtesy,, 
and promised to attcuid to his leconinicndatiom 
Two of tlie outlaw's, taking up their quarter- 
staves, and desiring Gurth to follow close in the* 
rear, w^alkcd roundly forwaid along a l)y-})ath^ 
which traversed the thicket and tlie broken 
ground adjacent to it. On tlie very verge of the 
thicket two men sjiokc to his conductors, and^ 
receiving an answer in a whisper, withdrew into* 
the wood, ami suffered them to pass unmolested.. 
Tliis cireumstance induced Gurth to believe both 
that the gang was strong in numbers, and that, 
they kejit regular guards around llieir place oil 
rciicle/vous. 

When they arrived on tlie open hcalli, wliera 
Giiitb might ha\e had some liouble in findiur 
Ills load, the tlnoves guided him stiaiglit forward 
to the top of a little eniineuce, whence bo could 
see, sj*read hciieath him in the moonlight, tho 
palisade.^ of the lists, the gliinineiing ]»avi!iom» 
pitched at either end, with the iiennoiis which 
adorned them fluttering in the irioonheam, aud 
from whicli could bo heaid the hum of the song 
with w'hich the sentinels wti’o beguiling their 
night-watch. 

Ifere tlie tliieves stopped. 

‘We go with you no farther,’ said they; ‘it; 
were not safe that w'c should do so. — Kemember 
the w 01 iiing you have reeeivcil- keep secret what 
has lljis night befallen you, and you will have no 
room to rejKJut it - neglect what is now told you, 
and the Tower of London shall not protect you 
against our revenge.’ 

‘Good-night to you, kind sirs,* said Gurth; 
‘I shall leincmher your orders, and trust that 
there is no offence in w isliing you a safer and an 
honcster trade.* 

Thus tliey |»artcd, the outlaws retuniing in the 
direction from whence they had come, ana Gnrtb 
l>rocec(iing to tlie tent of his master, to W'hom^ 
notwithstanding the injunction he had received, 
he communicated the whole adventures of th» 
evening. 

The Disinherited Knight was filled with 
astonishment, no less at the generosity of Kcbecca„ 
by which, however, he resolved he would not 
profit, than that of the robbers, to whose profes- 
sion such a quality seemed totally foreign. Hia' 
courso of refiectioiu upon these singular cirou]n«< 
stances was, however, interrupted by the ttdoesiUijf 






fbt repose, whicli the fatigiio of the pre- 

•oeditig <lay» ]»ro}>iioty of refreshing him- 

«6lf for iho morrow’s eiicouutor, rendered alike 
indisponsahJo. 

The knight, therefore, stretched himself for 
repose upon a licli couch with which the tent 
was provided ; and the faithful (iurth, oxtciuliiig 
his Jiaidy limbs u])on a bear-skin which formed 
a soit of caipct to the pavilion, laid himself 
across the opening of the tent, so that no one 
could enter without awakening liim. 


C/IAP7'E/i XII. j 

The hi‘ralU'» left iheir prhlvinjj up .mtl down, 

Now ringen tiumpcts loud .iml cluiion. 

There is no more to say, but east and west, 

In go the speiiCi sadly in the rest, 

In goth the sharp sjmr into the side, 

There sec men wl)o can jUst and wlio can tide; 
Theie shnei shaftes upon shieldes thick, 

Ife fceleth through the hc.irt-spone the prick ; 

Up spiingcn speaits, twenty feet m height. 

Out go the swoides as the silver bright; 

The hi hits they to-hewn and to-shred ; 

Out bui it the blood with stern streaincs led. 

Chaucer. 

AIoKNiNif aiose in unclouded sjjlcndour, and 
•cic the suii was much above the hoii^on, the 
idlest or the most eager of the spectators ap|)carcd 
on the comiuoii, moving to the lists as to a 
generil centre, in order to sccuic a favourable 
situation for viewing the continuation of the 
expected games. 

The marbluls and their attendants aiipcared 
next on the Indd, togctlicr with the Jicralds, for 
the pill pose ot locciviiig the names of the knights 
wiio iiitciidod to joust, with the side which each 
-cJiose to espouse. This was a nccessarj ]ue- 
cauHoii, ill 01 del to secure equality betwixt the 
two bodies who should bo opposed to each 
other. 

According to due foi mality, the Disuihcrittd 
Knight was to be considered as leader ot the 
one l»ody, while Jbian do i5ois-GuiHnit, xvho 
had been rated as liiviiig done second best in 
the jiroecding day, was named first champum of 
the otlior band. Those wlio had coneun nd in tlio 
ohallengo adlieicd to his paity, of course, except- 
ing only Ilalph de Vipoiit, wiiom his fall had 
I'cndeied unlit so soon to put on his armour 
Tlieie w'as no want of distingui'shcd and noble 
candidab^s to fill up the ranks on either side. 

In fact, although I lie general toimiament, in 
xvhich all knights 1 ought at once, was moie 
daugeioua tlun single encounters, they xvere, 
iicvertbeless, moie fiCTueuted and juaetised by 
the ebivalry of ibe rtge. Many knights, who 
had not siUiieient confmoiieo in their ow*n skill to 
defy a single advois^ny of high reputation, wen , 
novertheless, desiious of dispkiyiiig their valour 
in the gjuieral combat, whero they might meet 
others w'itJi whom they wtiv more upon an 
squahty. On the iiresent occasion, al)ont fifty 
knights wero inscribed as dedioua of combating 
upon each side, when the marshals dfel«ired that 
no inc)re could be admitted, to the dlsappoint- 
^ “ tnent of soyoral who xvcrc* too late in preferring ' 
» ^H,tlwir claim to bo included. 

(^bont tli^our of ten o’clock, the vholo jjlain 


was crowded with horsemen, horsawomen, and 
foot-passengers, hastening to the tournsiment ; 
and shortly after, a grand flourish of trnmxieis 
aniiouneed Prince John and his retinue, Attended 
by many of those knights w'ho meant to lake 
shale in the game, as well as others who had no 
such intention. 

About the same time arrived Cedtie the Saxon, 
with the Lady Kow'ena, unattended, however, 
by Atheist ane. This Saxon lord had arrayed 
his tall and strong x>crson in armour, in order to 
take his place among the combatants ; and, con* 
siderably to the surprise of Ced -'ic, had chosen to 
enlist himself on the iMirt of the Knight Teinx>lar. 
The Saxon, indeed, had remonstrated stiongly 
with his fiiend ui>on the injudicious choice lie 
had made of his i>arty ; but he had only received 
that sort of answer usually given by those who 
arc more obstinate in following their ow'n course, 
than stioiig in justifying it. 

Ilis best, if not his only reason, for adhering 
to the paity of Biiaii do Bois-(liiilbeit, Athel- 
stane had the x>rudenee to keep to himself. 
Though his ajiathy of disposition jireveiited his 
taking any means to recommend himself to the 
Lady Itow^ena, ho was, nevertheless, by no means 
insensible to her charms, and considered his 
union with her as a matter alieady fixed beyond 
doubt, by the assent of Ccfliio and her other 
friends. It had thcrefoie been with smothered 
displeasure that the pioud though indolent Loitl 
of Coningsburgh beheld the victor of the jireced* 
ing day select Rowena as the object of that 
honour which it became his })rivilege to confer. 
In order to punish him for a jirefercnce wliioli 
seemed to interfere with his own suit, Athel* 
stane, eoiifidcnt of his strength, and to whom 
his flatterers, at least, ascribed groat skill in 
aims, had detci mined not onl^ to dex>rivo the 
Disinheiited Knight of his ])ow'erful succour, 
but, if an opjiort unity should occur, to make 
him leel iho weight of his battle-axe. 

De Biai y, and other knights atiaehed to Piiuco 
John, ill obedieiiec to a hint liom him, had joined 
the i>aity of the challengers, ,Iobn being desirous 
to secuie, if i>ossi}de, the victory to that side. 
On the other hand, many nthcr knights, both 
English and Noiman, natives and strangers, 
took jiart against the eliallengers, the more 
readily that tlic oxijiositc band was to be led by 
so disLinguished a champion as iho Disinherited 
Knight had apjmwed himself. 

As soon as Pjinee John observed that the 
destined Queen of the day had arrived uijon the 
field, assiiiinug that air of courtesy which sat 
well mion Jiim wlien he was jileased to exhibit 
it, he mb forward to meet lier, doffed liis bonnet, 
and, alighting from his horse, assisted the Lady 
Rowena from her saddle, while his followoi’S 
uncovered at the same time, and one of the most 
distinguished dismounted to hold her palfrey. 

‘ It is thus,' said lb inco John, ‘ that we set the 
dutiful example of loyalty to the Queen Love 
and Beauty, and are oui selves her guide to the 
throne which she must this day occupy.- — Xjadies,* 
he said, * attend your Queen, as you wish in your 
turn to bo distinguished by like honours.’ 

So saying, the prince marshalled Rowena to 
the scat of honour opposite his own, while the 
fairest and most distinguished ladies present 
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trowddd after her to obtain places as near as 
possible to their temporary soveruu^i. 

No sooner was Rowoua sealed, than a burst of 
nusic, l^alf-drownod by tbc sliouts of tlie multi- 
tude, greeted her now dignity. Meantime, tlio 
lun sbono fierce and brig)it upon the polished 
krms of the knights of ciUier side, who crowded 
ho opposite oxtromitit* of tin* lists, and hold 
lager conference together concerning the best 
node of arranging their lino of battle, and sup- 
porting the conflict. 

The heralds then proclaimed silence imtil the 
aws of the tourney should be rehearsed. These 
vero calculated in some degree to abate tlie 
laagers of the day; a preeaulion the more neees- 
lary, as the conflict was to he maintained wiili 
harp swords and pointed lanees. 

The champiofib were therefore ja'ohihited to 
hriist with the sword, and pvere eoiitined to 
itriking. A knight, it was announced, might 
ise a mace or battle-ax(' at pleasure, but the 
ia^er was a prohibited weapon. A knight 
iiihorsed might renew tlie fight on foot with 
my other on the opposite side iii the same jire- 
iicament ; but mounted horsemen were in that 
sase forbidden to assail him. When any knight 
soiild force liis antagonist to the extremity of 
he lists, so as to touch the ])alisade with his 
)orson or arms, .such oi^iionent was obliged to 
dold himself vauquislicd, and his armour and 
lorse W’cre placed at flic disposal of the conqueror, 
i knight tlius overcome was not jiermitted to 
ako further share in the comhat. If any com- 
jatant was Struck dowm, and unable to recover 
lis feet, his squire or jiagc might enter the lists, 
md drag his master out of the press ; but in 
;hdt case the knight was adjudged vanquished, 
md his arms and horse declared forfeited. The 
lomhat was to cease es soon as Ih'inco John 
ihould throw dow’ii his leading stalf, or truncheon ; 
mother precaution usually taken to prevent the 
innecessary effusion of blood by the too long 
mdurance of a sport so desperate. Any knight 
weaking the rules of the tournament, or other- 
ivise transgi-essiug the rules of hoiiouruhle chiv- 
ilry, W’as liable to bo stnp])e(l of his arms, and, 
liaviiig his shield reversed, to be placed in that 
!)osturo astride upon the bars of the palisade*, and 
sxiwsed to public derision, in imnisLmcnt of his 
nnkiiightiy conduct. Having announced these 

I irecautioiis, the hcialds concluded with an ev- 
Lortation to each good knight to do his duty, 
and to merit favour from the ^^ucen of Beauty 
and of Love. 

This proclamation having been made, tlie 
heralds withdrew to their stat ions. The knights, 
entering at either end of the lisls in long pro- 
cession, arranged thcniHelves in a double file, 
procisoly opposite to each other, the leader of 
each party being in the centre of the foremost 
rank, —a post which lio did not occupy until 
each had carefully arranged the ranks of his 
party, and stationed cvciy one in his ])lace. 

it wa9 a goodly, and at the same time an 
anxioiis sight, to hehold so many i^llant cham- 
pions, mounted bravely, and armed nobly, stand 
Toady prepared for an encounter so formidable, 
seated on their war-saddles like so many pillars 
of iron, and awaiting the signal of encounter 
with the same ardour as their generous steeds, 


which^ by neighing and pawing the ground, gave 
signal of their impatience. 

As yet tho knights held their long lanocs up- 
right, their bright points glancing to the sun, 
and the stroamem with which they W'erc decorated 
fluttering over the phimago of tho helmets. 
Thus they remained W’hilo the inarslmls of tho 
field surveyed their ranks witli the utmost exact- 
ness, lest either ]>arty liad more or few'er than 
the appointed number. Tlie tale was found 
exactly complete. The marshals then withdrew 
from the lists, and William de Wyvil, with a 
vou*e of thunder, pronounced tlie signal W'ords, 
— Zai/ssaz alter ! Tho trumiwts .sounded as ho 
spoke— the sj)eara of the (*hamj)ions w'crc at oucu 
low'cred and placed in tho rests— the sjnirs weio 
dashed into tlie flanks of the horses, and the two 
foremost ranks of either party lushed ujwn each 
other in full gallop, and met in the middle of 
the lists wiih a shock, the sound of which was 
heard at a mile’s distaiiee. The lear rank of 
each mrty advanecd at a slower pace to sustain 
the defeated, and follow ii]) the success of tho 
victors of their jwirty. 

The consequences of the encounter w'ere lud 
instantly seen, for the dust raised hy the 
trampling of so many steeds darkened the air, 
and it was a minute ere the anxious si>ectatojs 
could see the fate of the encounter. Wlieu tho 
fight became visible, half ilic knights on each 
side wTre dismounted, soim* hy tho dexterity of 
their adversary’s lance,— some by the supen\o' 
weight and stieiigth of c>])poiu'iit8, which had 
home down both liorse and man,— some lay 
stretched on earth as if never more to lise, — 
some had alieady gained their feet, and weio 
closing hand to liand with those of their an- 
tagonists who w'cre in the sunie predicament, — 
and several on both sides, wdio had received 
wounds by which they were disabled, were 
stopping tlieir blood with their soarls, and 
cnaeavouring to extricate themselves from the 
tumult. The mounted knights, whose lauees 
had been almost all broken by the fury of tho 
encounter, were now closely engaged wdlli their 
swords, shouting their w'ai -cries, and exchanging 
Iniffcts, as if honour and life depended on the 
issue of the comhat. 

The tumult w^as ))rosoi)tly increased by tho 
advance of tho second laiik on either side, 
which, acting as a reserve, now lushed on to 
aid their coin])anions. The follow eis of Ihian 
do Bois-Uiiilbeit shouted — ‘Ha! licav-seani ! 
Jicau-seanl !*—Yov the IVirqile — For tho Tem- 
ple!' Tho opposite i)aity shouted in answei-- 
‘ iJesdichado ! VesdicJuidu ! ’- -W’hith w atehw’oi d 
they took from tho motto upon their loader’s 
shield. 

The champions thus encountering each othei 
with the utmost fury, and with alternate succes-s, 
the tide of battle seemed to flow* now toward tho 
southem, now toward tho northern extreraity of 
the lists, as the one or tho other paity prevailed. 
Meantime the clang of the blow*8, ana the shouts 
of tho combatants, mixed fearfully with tho 


* Beau^seani was the name of the Tcmplajs’ banner, 
which was half black, half white, to intimate,^ it is said, 
that they were candid and fair towards Christians, fauc 
black and terrible towards infidels. 
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*dufld of tile tnimpota, and drowned the groans 
of those ^vho fell, end lay rolling dofenooless 
' beneath the feet of the horses. The splendid 
armour of the combatants was now defaced with 
dust and blood, and gave way at every stroke of 
the sword and battle-axe. Tlio gay plumage, 
shorn from tlie crests, drifted upon the breeze 
like snow-flakes. All that was beautiful and 
graceful in the martial array had disap[)caied, 
and what was now visible was only calculated to 
awake terror or compassion. 

Yet such is the force of habit, lliat not only 
the vulgar spectators, who are naturally attracted 
hy siglits of horror, but even the ladies of dis- 
tinction, ^\ho crowded the galleries, saw the 
^conflict with a thrilling intcicst certainly, but 
without a wish to withdraw their eyes irom a 
sight so terrible. Here and there, indeed, a f.nV 
cheek niigliL turn pale, or a faint scream might 
be heard, as a lover, a brother, or a husband, 
was struck fiom his horse. lUit, in gtmcral, the 
ladies around encouraged the combatants, not 
only ))y clapping their hands and >vaviiig their 
veils and kerchiefs, but even by exclaiming, 
'Brave lance* (lood sword** when any suc- 
cessful thrust or blow took x^laco under tbeir 
observation. 

Such b«ing the interest taken by tlie fair sex 
in this bloody game, that of the men is the 
more ea-iily un Jcrsitood. It sliowed itself in 
loud acclamations upon every change of fmtiinc, 
while all eyes were .so riveted on the lists, that 
the spectators seemed as if they themselves^ 
had dealt and received the blows which iverc there 
80 freely bestowed. And between every jiause 
was hoard the voice of the heralds, exclaiming, 
'Fight on, brave knights ! Man dies, but glory 
lives * — Fight ou — death is better than defeat * 
Fight on, btave knights * —for bright eyes ludiold 
your deed'. * ’ 

Amid the vaiicd fortunes of the combat, the 
eyes of all endeavoured to discover the leaders 
of each binl, who, mingling in the thick ot 
the fight, encouraged their companions botli 
hy voice and example. Both displayed gicat 
feats of gallantly, nor did either Bois-duil- 
bert or tlio Disinherited Kniglit find in the 
ranks opposed to them a champion ivho could 
bo term‘*d their uiKpicstionod match. Tliey 
repeate lly endeavoured to single out each other, 
sivirrcd by mutual animosity, and aware that 
the fall of either leader might be considered as 
decisive of victory. Such, however, was the 
crowd and con fusion, that, during the earlier 
I»art of the conflict, their efforts to meet were 
unavailing, anil they were repeatedly separated 
by the eagerness of their followers, cacli^ of 
whom was 'anxious to win honour, by measuring 
his strength against the leader of the opposite 
party. 

But when the field became thin by the numbers 
on either side wli ) liad yielded tlicmsolvos van- 

a uisbfid, had been compelled to the extremity of 
lisle, or been otherwise rendered incapable 
of oontinuing the strife, the Templar and tlio 
'l)|8inhont<^ Knight at leiii^h encountered hand 
m hatidi tvith all the fury that mortal animosity, 
joined to rivalry of honour, could inspire. Such 
tho address of each in jtairying and striking, 
tha| tho speotators broke forth into a unanimous 
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and involuntary shout, expressive of their deligh’ 
and admiration. 

But at this moment the party of the Dis 
inlieiited Knight had the worst ; the giganti< 
arm of Front-de-Bceuf on the one flank', and th* 

t iondcrous strength of Atlielstano on the othei* 
>caring down and dispersing those immediately 
exposed to them. Finding themselves fVee! 
from tlieir immediate antagonists, it seems h 
have occuired to both these knights at th- 
same instant, that they would render the mos 
decisive advantage to their party, by aiding th- 
Templar in his contest with his xival. Turning 
their hoises, therefoie, a1 the same moment, th< 
Norman spuricd against the Disinherited Knigh 
ou the one side, and tlie Haxon on the other 
It was utterly impossible that the object of thi, 
unequal and unexpected assault could hav( 
sustained it, bad be not l)eeii warned by i 
general cry fiom tbo sjectators, who could no 
but take interest in one cxjjosed to such dis 
advantage. 

‘Beware* beware* Sir Disinheiited !* wai 
shouted so um\ Cl sally, that the knight Iccam^ 
aware of his danger, and, striking a full blow a 
the Templar, ho reined back his steed in Ihi 
same moment, so as to escape the charge o 
Athclslane and Front-dc-Bauii. These knights 
therefore, their aim being thus eluded, rushec 
from ojiposilc sides betwixt the object of lliel 
attack and the Tcmi»lai, almost running tlieii 
horses against each otliir <io they could stoj 
their caicer. Recovering their horses, liowcver 
and wheeling llitm lound, the W’hole tlirei 
pursued tbeir united );Uij'o&e of bearing to tin 
earth the Disinbiiitcd Kmgbt. 

Nothing could have saMd him except fin 
remarkable strength and acthily of the nobb 
horse which he liad won on the preceding daj’'. 

This stood him in the moie stead, as Ihi 
horse of Bois-Guilbcit was wounded, and thosi 
of FroTit-do-Bauf and Allielstano were botl 
tiieil with the weight of their gigantic masters 
clad ill conqdete aiiuoui, and with the jnecfdix)| 
exertions of the day. The masteily horseman 
ship of the Dninhtiiled Knight, and tlie activityj 
of the noble animal which he mounted, cnablec 
him for a few niiimfcs to keep at swoid's poin^ 
bis three antagonists, tuining and wheeling will 
the a^lity of a hawk ujion the wing, kee}>ing hii 
enemies as far fCiiaiato as he could, and lushing 
now against the me, nc^w against the other, 
dealing swcejiinfg blows with his sword, wilhoif 
waiting to rccci\e lliose which were aimed at bin 
in letum. 

But although the lists rang with the applause* 
of his dexterity, it was evident that he must c< 
last be ovcqiow'crcd ; and tlio nobles around 
rrince John imjdorcd him with one voice 1< 
throw clown his waider, end to save so brave i 
knight from the disgrace of being overoome I'} 
odds. 

' Not I, by the light of Heaven ! ' answered 
Prince John ; ' this same spriDjgal, who conceal* 
his name, and despises our proffered hospitality, 
has already gained one jirize, and may now 
afford to let others have their tnm*' Ab he 
spoke thus, an unexpected incident changed the 
fortune of the day. 

There was among the ranks of the Disixithertted 
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Knight a champion in black armouTi mounted 
on a black horse, largo of size, tall, and to all 
appearance powenul and strong, like the rider 
by whom he was mounted. This knight, ^\ho 
bore on bis shield no device of any kind, hail 
hithertC evinced very little interest in the event 
of the fight, beating off with seeming ease those 
combatants who attack* d him, but neither pur- 
suing his advantages, nor himself assailing any 
one. In short, he liad hitherto acted the ])art 
rather of a spectator than of a i)arty in the 
tournament, a circumstance wliich jnocured him 
among the spectators the name of he Noir 
Faineant, or the Black Sluggard. 

At once this kniglit seciried to throw aside 
his a{)athy when he discovyed the leader of 
his party so hard bestead ; for, setting sjmrs to 
his horse, which was quite fresh, he came to his 
assistance like a thuudcrbolt, exclaiming in a 
voice like a trumpct-eall, * Jksdichado, to the 
rescue!’ It was high time; for, while the 
Disinherited Kniglit was i»ressing upon the 
Templar, Front-de-lhnuf had got nigh to him 
with his uplifted sword ; but ere tlic blow could 
descend, the Sable Knight dealt a stroke on the 
head, which, glancing from the polished lielmet, 
lighted with violeiKje scarcely abated on the 
chamfron of the steed, and Froiit-de-Bceuf rolled 
on the ground, both horse an<l man equally 
stunned by the fiirv of the blow. Lc Noir 
Faineant then tunica his hoise upon Atliclstano 

i Ooningsburgh ; and, his own sword having 
on broken^in Ins encounter uith Kionl-de- 
cuf, ho wrenched from the hand of the bulky 
xou the battle-axe which ho wielded, ana, 
:c one familiar with the use of the weapon, 
stowed him such a blow upon tlie crest, that 
helstane also lay senseless on the field. Ilav- 
15 achieved this double feat, fin wliieh b^ uas 
e more highly applauded tliat it was tidally 
expected fryin him, the knight seemed to 
jumo the sluggishness of his character, return - 
g calmly to the northern extremity of the 
ts, leaving his leader to eopo as ho best could 
th Brian do Bois - Uuilbei t. This was no 

iger matter of so much ditlieulty as formerly. 
The Templar’s horse Iiad bled luueb, and gave 
way under the shock of the Disinherited Kniglit’s 
charge. Brian do Bois-Giiilbert rolled on the 
field, encumbered with the stirru]>, from which 
he was unable to draw his foot, llis antagonist 
spning from horseback, waved diis fatal sword 
over the head of his adversar}’-, and commanded 
him to yield himself; wlien Prince John, more 
moved by the Temiilar’s dangerous situation 
than he had been by that of Ids rival, saved 
him the mortification of confessing himself 
Tau<|ui8hed, by casting down his warder, and 
putting an end to the conflict. 

It was, indeed, only the relics and embers of 
the fight which continued to burn ; for of the 
few knights who still continued in the ILsts, the 
greater part had, by tacit consent, forborne the 
conflict for some time, leaving it to lie deter- 
mined by the strife of tlie leaders. 

The sqnires, who had found it a matter of 
danger and difficulty to attend their masters 
durmg the engagement, now thronged into the 
lists to pay their dutiful attendance to tho 
wounded, who Were removed with the utmost 


care and attcTition to the neighbouring (lavilions^ 
or to the quarters prepar^ for them in the? 
adjoining village. 

^rhiis ended the memorable field of Asliby-do- 
' la-Zoiiebe, one of the most gallantly contested 
touinamcnts of that age ; for altbongli only four 
knights, inelucling one ulio was smotbored by 
tlio lical of bis ai tuour, bad died iqion the fields, 
yet njiwards of thirty ^^ere desperately wounded^ 
lour or live of ■^^boln never recovered. Several 
more were disabled for life ; and those who 
escaped best camtd the niaiks of the conflict 
to the grave witli them, licneo it is always- 
mentioned in the old records as the Gentle and 
Joyous Passage of Aims of Asliby. 

It being now the duty of Priiieo John to name- 
the knight who liad done best, be determined 
that the honour of the day remained with thei» 
knight Avbom tlio i)0])ular voice bad termed Le 
Koir Fainranf, It y as pointed out to the ^irinee,. 
in iiupeaebmont of this deciee, that the xictory 
had been in fact won by llie Disiiibeiited Knight, 
who, in the course of the day, bad ovitcoiuo six 
champions with his own liand, and who lind* 
finally unliorsed and struck down the leader of 
the op]io«5ite parly. But Prince John adhered 
to his ow'ii ojnnion, on tlie ground tliat the Dis- 
inherited Knight and his ])arty had lost the day 
but foi the ]>owTrliil assistance of the Kniglit ofr 
tlie Black Armour, to whom, Iheiefoic, he per- 
sisted in awarding the prize. 

To the surprise of nil present, how’e^er, the* 
knight thus jirefemd was nowhere to be found. 
He bad left the lists immediately wbui the- 
conflict ceased, and had been olmenul by fonio 
s])eetators to mo;c down one of tlie forest gladca 
with the same slow' ])ace and listless and in- 
different manner which bad jirocuied him tlios 
epithet of tho Black Slnggaid. After he bad been 
summoned twice by sound of trumpet and prr« 
claniation of the heralds, it became necessary ti>, 
name another to icceivo the honours wbi<b bad 
been assigned to him. Prince John bad now 
no further excuse for resisting the claim of tlifr 
Disinherited Kniglit, whom, thciefoie, lieiinmcdl 
the eliampion of the day. 

Througli a field slijipeiy W'ifh blood, and cn- 
cuTiiberecf witli hiokrn aiinoiir and tlie bodies of 
slain and W'onnded ljor.s(*s, the mo i shahs of tho 
lists again conducted the ^ict()r to the loot oS* 
Piiiiee John’s tin one. 

‘Disinlu ritod Kniglit,* said Prinee John, ‘sinco- 
by that title only you will consent to be known 
to us, w'e a second time aw ard to you the bonouis. 
of this tournament, and announce to you jour 
right to claim and icceive from the bands of lb© 
Queen of Love and Beauty the chaplet of honour 
which yoiir valour has justly deserved.’ Th© 
knight bowed low and gracefully, but rctuinecl 
no answer. 

While the trumjiets sounded, while tho Iieialcls* 
strained their voices iu Tiroelaiming honour to* 
the brave and glory to the victoi— while ladies* * 
waved tlieir silken kerebiefs and embroidered 
veil8->and while all ranks jcunccl in a clamorous^ 
shout of exultation, the marshals conducliHl tlio 
Disinherited Knight across the lists to the foot 
of that throne of honour wdiich was occupied by ^ 
tho Jjidy Bowena. 

On the lower step of this throne the cbaxAplois 
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was made to kueol down. Indeed, his Avliole 
«iotLdii since the tight liad ended seemed rather 
to have hecu upon the impulse of those around 
him than irom his own free will ; and it was 
observed that lie tottered as they guided him the 
j5''coiid time across the lists. Itowcna, dcscoud- 
iioiii lier station with a graceful and dignified 
step, was about to ])lace tlie chaplet which she 
held in lier liand upon tire helmet of tlio 
I'hiMiipion, ^vllc*n the marshals exclaimed with 
-one voice, ‘ It must not ho thus- his head must 
he hare.’ The knight muttered faintly a few 
words, w'hieh -were lost in the liollow of his 
helmet, hut their jnirport seomed to be a desire 
that Ills cast] lie might not he rcmov'cd. 

VVlietlicr Irom love of form or from curiosity, 
the marshals jiaid no attention tr» liis pYprcaF.ions 
of reluelancc, hut uuheliiied him by cutting the 
laces of his c.isi|ue, and undoing the fastening of 
his gorget. ^Vheii tliC helmet w.ii removed, the 
ivell-formed, yet sunburnt leaturcs of a young 
mail of twenfy-fivc were seen amidst a profusion 
of short fair hair. His count'Miaiice was a< pale 
as death, and marked in one or two jilaees with 
streaks of blood. 

IbOWiMia liad no sooner beheld him than she 
utteiod a faint shriek; but at onec summoning 
\ip the energy (»f her disjiositiou, and comjiclling 
herself, as it ivere, to proceed, while lier frame yet 
trembled with the violenc'* of sudden emotion, 
she plaeial upon tlie droo[)ing head oi the victor 
the st>len(lid chaplet w'hieli -was the destined 
reward of the day, and jironoiuiccd in a clear 
and distinct tone these words : ‘1 bestow on thee 
this chaplet, Hir Knight, as the meed of valour 
<issigiiefl to this day’s victor ; * here she paused 
a inonieiit, and then finnly ad<lcJ, *And upon 
brows more worthy could a WTcath of chivalry 
never be placed ! ’ 

The knigbt stooped his liead, and kissed the 
band ot llie lovely so>eieigu by whom his valour 
liad been rewarded ; and then, sinking yet farther 
forward, lay jirostrato at her feet. 

TJioro w'as a general cousteniation. Cedric, 
who li.ul lieeii struck mute by the sudden apjiear- 
ance of hi« banished son, now rushed forward, as 
if to separate him from llow'ena. Uiit tliis had 
been already accomplLshed by tlif marshals of the 
field, who, guessing the cause of J vanhoo’s swoon, 
had iiasteiied to undo his armour, and found that 
the head of a lance had penetrated his breast- 
plate and iiiflifjted a w’'ound in Ids side. 


CIIAFTEK X 2 II. 

■* Heroes, .ipprcKw h ’ Atrides thus aloud, 

** Stand forth di .1 inguish’d from the circliug crow'd, 

Ve who h\ skill or manly force may claim 
Your rivals to sinp.t->, and meiit fame. 

This covv. woith twenty oxen, is decreed 
(For him who tarthest sends ihe winged reed.' 

Iliad. 

Tjuia name of Ivanhoe was no sooner pro- 
than it flew fioni mouth to mouth, with 
ft|l iho celerity with which eagtrnCiSS could 0011- 
l^y*itind curiosity receive it. It was not long ore 
Lt roochod the circle of the prince, whose brow 
i^fkoned a$ he heard the news. Looking around 
with an air of spom, *My lords/ 


said he, 'and especially you. Sir Prior, what thinl 
yo of the doctrine the learned tell us, concerning 
innate attractions and antipathies? Methhiki 
that I felt the jiresenco of my brother’s minion 
even when 1 least guessed whom yonder suit o 
armour enclosed.’ ‘ 

' Front-do- Ihcuf must prepare to restore liL 
fief of Ivanhoe,* said l)e Bracy, who, having dis 
charged liis part honourably in the tournament 
had laid his shield and helmet aside, and agaii 
mingled with the prince’s retinue. 

*Ay,’ answered "Waldomar Fitziirse, ‘thh 
gallant is likely to reclaim the castle and manoi 
w'hieh Richard assigned to liini, and which youi 
Highness’s generosity has airice given to Front 
de-B.cuf.’ 

' Front-de-Boiuf,’ replied John, 'is a man mor< 
willing to swallow tlnee manors such os Ivanhoe 
than to disgorge onq of them. For the rest, sirs 
I liopo none liero will deny my right to confe: 
the fiefs of the crown upon the failliful follower! 
who are around me, and ready to perform tin 
usual military service, in the room of those wh( 
have wandered to foreign countries, and cai 
neither render homage nor scivice when callei 
uimn.’ 

The audience were too much interested in tin 
tpicstion not to jironouiiee the prince’s assninoA 
light altogetlier indubitable. 'A geiierom 
prince !- a most noble lord, who tliiis take! 
upon himself the task of rewarding his faithfu 
lollow'ers ! ’ 

Biich were tlie words wdiieli burst from tin 
train, ex]>ecUnts all of them of similar grants ai 
tlic exjMMise of King Kichaid’s follow’ors au(j 
lavourilcs, if indeed they had not as yet receive* 
Mieh. Prior Ayiin*r also assented to the genoi '1 
proposition, observing, howev(‘r, 'That tlj 
blessed Jerusalem could not indeed be termed I 
foreign country. Slio wms communis mater — tfl 
motluT of all Christians. But be saw not,’ l| 
declared, ‘Jiow tlio Knight of Ivanhoe coiii 
plead any advantage Irom this, since he’ (tu^ 

I jrior) ‘was assured tint the crusaders, imdn 
lichard, had never proceeded much farther thai 
A.skalon, which, as all the world knew, was c 
town of tlie Philistines, and entitled to none o; 
the nrivileges ot the Holy City.* 

naldemar, whose curiosity had led him to 
w.irds the jdace where Ivanhoe had fallen to tin 
ground, now returned. ‘Tlie gallant,* said he, 
‘is likely to give your Highness little disturb 
aiiee, and to leave Frcut-de-Bceuf in the quiet 
jiossession of his gains —he is severely wounaed. 

‘ Whatever becomes of him,’ said Priuce John, 
‘he is victor of the day; and were he tenfole 
our enemy, or the devoted friend of our brother, 
which is perhaps the same, his wounds must he 
looked to— our own physician shall attend him. 

A stern smile curled the prince’s lip as h( 
spoke. Waldemar Fitzursc hastened to replvj 
that Ivanhoe was already removed from tm 
lists, and in the custody of his frienebs, 

‘I was someAvhat afflicted,’ he said, *to sec 
the grief of the Queen of Love and Beauty, whose 
sovereignty of a day this event has chan^d into 
mourning. I am not a man ip be moved by a 
woman’s lament for her lover, but this same 
Lady Rowona suppressed her sorrow with such 
dignity of manner, that it could only be dls< 
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covered by her folded hands, and her tearless 
eye, which trenibled as it remained fixed on the 
lifeless form before her.’ 

‘ AVho is this Lady Rowena,’ said l*i ince John, 

< of whom we have heard so much f ’ 

* A Saxon heiress of largo ]>ossrs8ious,’ rejilied 
the Prior Aymer ; ‘ a rose of loveliness, and a 
jewel of wealth ; t)io lalrost among a thousand, 
a bundlo of myrrh, and a cluster of cainphiro,* 

‘Wo shall cheer her sorrows,’ sai(t Prince 
John, ‘and amend her blood, l)y wedding her to 
a Norman. She seems a minor, and must there- 
fore be at our royal disposal in marriage. — How 
sayst thou, I)c ih-acy I Wliat thinkst tlir>u of 
gaining fair lands and livings, bv wedding a 
Saxon, after the fashion of ijio fullowcj's of the 
(Jonqiieror ? ’ 

‘11 tlie lands are to my liking, my lord,* 
answered De llracy, ‘il will be hard to dis- 
please mo with a bride ; and deejdy will I hold 
myself bound to your 1 Ugliness ior a good deed, 
whieh will fulfil all ))i’omises made in favour of 
your servant and vassal.’ 

‘ We will not forget it,’ said Piinco John ; 
‘and that we may iiistantly go to work, com- 
mand our seneschal presently to order the attend- 
ance of the Lady Rowena and her (iOTn]>any ; 
that is, the inide churl her guardian, and the 
^axon ox whom the Black Knight struck down 
in the tournament, njion this evening’s banquet. 

Bigot,’ he added to his seneschal, ‘thou 
word this our second summons so eour- 
aly as to^gratify the ])rido of those Saxons, 
make it impossible for them again to refuse ; 
oiigh, by the bones of Becket, courtesy to 
11 is easting [>carls before swine.’ 
dnee John had proceeded thus far, and was 
it to give the signal for retiring from the 
, when a small billot Avas jmt into’ his 

b’roni wliC 4 c*e ? ’ said Prince John, looking at 
person by whom it was delivered. 

From foreign parts, my lord, but from whciico 
low not,’ replied his attendant. ‘ A Fronch- 
. brought it hither, who said ho had ridden 
iii^ht and day to put it into the hands of your 
Hmhness.’ 

Tlie priuce looked nan'owly at tlie superscrip- 
tion, and then at tlie seal, placed so as to secure 
the fl ox-silk with which the billet was sur- 
rounded, and which bore the impression of throe 
fleurs-de-lis* John tlien opeiieAthe billet wdlh 
apparent agitation, whieh visibly and greatly 
inoreased when ho had nerused the contents, 
which were expressed in these words — 

‘ Tah /iced to yourself ^ for i/ie iJcxtil is 
chmned / * 

The prince turned as pale as death, looked 
firat on the earth, and then to heaven, like a 
man who has received news that a sentence of 
o:s;eciition has been passed upon him. Recover- 
ing from the first effects of his surprise, ho took 
'V^ldemai* Fitzurse and Do Bracy aside, and 
put the billet into their hands sucoessively. 
‘It means/ he added, in a faltering voice, ‘ that 
my brother Richard has obtained his freedom.* 

‘ This may be a false alarm, or a forged letter/ 
said De Bracy. 

‘ It is France's own hand and seal/ replied 
Prince John* 


‘It is time, then/ said Fitzurse, ‘to draw our 
party to a head, either at York, or some other 
centrical ])laeo. A few days later, and it will be 
indeed too' late. Your Highness must break 
short this present mummery," 

*Tlie yeomen anil comnionH,* said De Bracy, 

‘ must not 1^* dismissed discoiiicnlod, for lack of 
their share in the sports.’ 

‘The day,’ said Waldiinar, ‘is not yet very 
far sj)ent — the archers slioot a few lounds at 
tlic target, and the ]i!irc be ndjudgoii. This 
will bo an ahundaiit iiilliluioiit of the prince’s 
jiromiscs, so far as this herd of Saxon serfs is 
concerneil.’ 

‘I thank thoo, 'VValdeinar,’ said the prince; 
‘thou rcniindost me, too, that I have a debt to 
])ay to that insolent peasant who ycsteiday in- 
sulted our ]iorKon. Our ])anquel also shall go 
forward to-night ns we propos(*d. AVerc thisiuy 
last hour of jkower, U sin mid be au bour sacrcil 
to revenge and to jJeasuic - let new cares cuno 
with to-niorroAv’s new day.’ 

Tlie sound of the trunipcls soon recalled those 
spectators who liad aheady begun lo leave the 
field; and proclamation was made that J’jinco 
John, suddenly called] by liigh and penuniJoiy 
public duties, held liimself obliged lo diseoii- 
timic the enlcrlainmeiils of to-nionw’s festival : 
nevcrlholesa, tlial, unwilling so many good yeo- 
men should do])art without a trial of skill, lio 
Avas jJeased to ai)point tinun, before leaving the 
ground, presently to exceute tlie compelitiim of 
archery intended for the mon'ow. To the best 
archer a prize was lo be aAvaided, being a Inigle- 
honi, mounted with silver, and a silken baldric 
richly ornamoiited Avith a medallion of St. 
Hubert, the ])atron of sylvan s]>ort. 

More than thirty yeomen at first j>rosenli*d 
themselves as eoiiqietitors, several of aa horn Avero 
rangers and under-keej>ers in the royal foretts of 
Need wood and Charnwooil. AVhen, lioweAcr, 
the archers iiudorstoo<l Avith whom tliey Aveit* to 
be niatehod, iij>wards of twenty Avithdrew’ them- 
Bolves from the contest, unwilling to eneounler 
the dishonour of almost certain defeat. For in 
those days tlie skill of each ceJebrutod marksman 
was as well knoAvn for many miles lonml liim, as 
the qualities of a liorse ti'ained at Neuinaiket 
are familiar to tliose wlio frequent tliat well- 
known meeting. 

The diminished list of competitors for sylvan 
fame still amounted to eiglit. Prince John 
stcpjKid from his royal seat to view more nearly 
the persons of these chosen yeomen, several of 
Avhom wore the royal livery. Having satisfied 
liis curiosity by this investigation, he looked tor 
the object of his I'csentmeiit, Avhom ho observed 
standing on the same sjiot, and with the same 
com]K)sed couiiteuanco which lie had exhibited 
upon the preoeding day. 

‘ Follow,’ said Prince John, ‘ I guessed by thy 
insolent babble thou wort no true lover of the 
long bow, and I’ see thoxi darest not adventuie 
thy skill among such merry -men as stand 
yonder.' 

‘Under favour, sir/ replied the yeoman, ‘I 
have another reason for refraining to shoot, 
besides the fearing discomfiture and disgrace.' 

‘ And what is thy other reason ? ’ said Prince 
John, who, .for some cause which perhaps ha 
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could not himsetf have explained, felt a painful 
curiosity roaueeting this individual, 

* Because,^ replied the woodman, ‘I know not 
if those yeomen and I are used to shoot at the 
same marks; and because, moreover, I know 
not how your (Iracc might relish the winning of 
a third prize by one wlio has unwittingly fallen 
under your displeasure.' 

Prince John coloured as he put the q^uostion, 

• What is thy name, yeoman ? ' 

‘ Tjocksley,* answered the yeoman. 

*Tlien, Lockslcy,’ said frinco John, *thou 
shalt shoot in thy turn, when these yeomen 
have displayed their skill. If thou earnest the 
inizc, I will add to it Iweiity nobles ; but if 
thou losost it, thou shalt bo strijijied of thy 
Lincoln green, and scourged out of the lists with 
bowstrings, for a wordy and insolent braggart.' 

‘And how if I refuse to shoot on such a 
wager ? ’ said the yeoman. — ‘ Your (Iracc’s power, 
supported as it is by so many mou-at-anns, 
may indeed easily strip and scourge me, but 
cannot comjiol me to bend or to draw niy bow.* 
‘If thou refu-sest my fair jirolfcr,' said the 
irinoe, ‘the provost of the lists shall cut thy 
lowstring, break thy bow and anows, and expel 
thee from the j>resenco as a faint-hearted cravCn.* 

‘ This is no fair chance you put on me, proud 
prince, * said the yeoman, ‘to compel mo to peiil 
myself against the best arclicis of Leicester and 
iStalfordsliirc, under the penalty of infamy if 
tliey should overshoot me. Nevertheless, I w’ill 
obey your pleasure.’ 

‘Look to him close, men-at-arms,* said Prince 
John, ‘ his licart is sinking ; I am jealous lest he 
attempt to oscaiKS the trial. —And do you, good 
fellows, slioot boldly round ; a buck and a butt 
of wine are ready for your refreshment in yonder 
tent, when the prize is won.* 

A target was placed at the upper end of the 
sontbeni avenue which led to the lists. The 
contending archers took their station in turn, at 
the bottom of the southern access ; the distance 
between that station and th(‘ mark allowing full 
distance for what w'as called a shot at rovers. 
Tlic archers, having i»reviously determined Ijy 
lot tlicir order of precedence, were to shoot each 
throe shafts in succession. The sports were 
regulated by an officer of inferior rank, termed 
the provost of the games ; for the high rank of 
tlic marshals of the lists would have been held 
degraded, had they coiidosccnded to superiuteud 
the sports of the yeomanry. 

One by one the archers, stepping forward, 
delivered their shafts yeomaiiliko and bravely. 
Of twenty-four arrows, shot iu succession, ten 
were fixed in the target, and the others ranged 
so u<«ir it, that, considering the distance of the 
mark, it was accounted good archcry. Of the 
ten shafts wliicli liit the target, two w'ithin the 
inner ring were shot by Hubert, a forester in the 
service of Afalvoisin, who was accordingly pro- 
iibuncod victorious. 

‘Now, Lockslcy, ’ said Prince John to the bold 
yeoman, with a bitter smile, ‘wilt thou try 
r0ii<)lusions with Hubert, or wilt thou yield up 
liow, baldric, and quiver to the provost of the 
sports ? * 

It be no better/ said Lockslcy, ‘I am 
^ tiy my fortnno ; on condition that. 


when I have shot two ahafts at yonder mark of 
Hubert’s, he shall bo bound to snoot one at that 
which I shall propose. 

* That is but fair,* answ^erod Prince John, ‘and 
it shall not be refused thee.— If thou dost heat 
this braggart, Hubert, I will fill the bugle with 
silver ^Hinnies for thee.* 

‘A man can do but his best,* answered Hubert ; 
‘but my grandsire drew a good long-bow at, 
Hastings, and I trust not to dishonour his 
memory.* 

The former target was now removed^ and a 
fresh one of the same size ]tlaced in A;b room. 
Hubert, who, as victor in the first trial of skill, 
had the right to shoot first, took liis aim with 
great deliberation, long measuring the distance 
with his eye, while he lieltl in his hand his 
bended bow, w'ith the arrow placed on tho J 
string. At length he made a step forward, and, \ 
raising tho bow at the full stretch of his left ( 
arm, till tlic centre or grasping-place was nigh 
level with his face, he drew his bowstring to his 
ear. Tho arrow wliisiled through the air, and 
lighted wiiliin tlie inner ring of tlie target^ blit 
not cxac'tly in the centre. 

‘You have not allowed for the wind, Hubert/ 
said liis antagonist, bending his bow, ‘or that 
had been a better shot.’ 

So saying, and without showing the least 
anxiety to pause upon his aim, Lockslcy stepx'ted 
to the appointed station, and shot his arrow as 
carelessly in appearance as if he liad not oven j 
looked at the mark. He was 8|^aking almost ^ 
at tlie instant that the shaft left tho bowstring, 
yet it alighted in the target two inches nearer 
to tho white spot which marked tho centre thau 
that of Hubert. 

‘ By the light t)f lieavcn ! ' said Prince John to 
Hubert, ‘an thou suttcr that runagate knave to 
overcome thee, tliou art worthy of the gallows I * 

Hubert had but one set sjieach for all occa- 
sions, ‘ An your Highness w ere to hang me, * he 
said, ‘ a man can but do liis best. Nevertheless, 

my grandsire drew a good bow * 

The foul fiend on thy grandsire and all his 
gcneiatioii !’ interrupted John ; ‘shoot, knave, 
and shoot tliy best, or it shall bo worse for 
theo ! * 

Thus exhorted, Hubert resuniexl his jilaee, and, 
not neglecting the caution w hieh he had received 
from his adversary, he made tlic ncecssaiy allow- 
ance for a very light air of wind, which had just 
arisen, and shot so sueeessfully that his arrow 
alighted in the very centre of the target. 

‘A Hubert ! a Hubert ! ’ shouted the populace, 
more interested in a know'ii person than in a 
stranger. ‘In the clout!— in the. clout !-^ a 
Hubert for ever ! * 

‘ Thou caust not mend that shot, Lockslcy,* 
said tho prince, with an insulting smile. 

‘ I will notch his shaft for him, however/ re- 
plied Lockslcy. 

And, letting fly his arrow with a«littlo more 
precaution than before, it lighted riight upon 
that of his competitor, which it split to^ shivers. 
The |)eoplo who stood around w^re so astonished 
at his wonderful dexterity, that they could not 
even give vent to their surprise iu their usual 
clamour. ‘ This must lie tho devil, and no man 
of flesh and blood/ whispered the yeomen to 
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each other ; * such aroherjr was never seen since 
a- bow was first bent in Britain.’ 

* And now,' said Locksley, * I will crave your 
Grace’s ^rmission to plant such a mark as is 
used in &e North Country ; and welcome every 
brave yeoman who shall try a shot at it to win 
a smile from the bounie lass ho loves best.’ 

He then turned to leave c lists. ‘ Let your 
miards attend me/ he said, if yon please- 1 go 
nut to cut a rod from the next wdilow-busli. ’ 

Prince John made a signal that some attend* 
auts should follow him in case of liis escape ; hut 
the cry of ‘ Shame ! shame !’ which burst from 
the multitude, induced him to alter his ungener- 
ous imrpose. 

- Locksley retumc<l almost instantly with a 
willow wand about, six feet in* length, perfectly 
straight, and rather thicker than a man’s thumb. 
He began to peel this with groat ooinjiosure, 
observing at the same lime, that to ash a good 
woodsman to shoot at a target so broad as ba<l 
hitherto been used, was to put shame upon his 
skill. ‘For his own part/ no said, ‘and in the 
land where ho was l)ied, men would as soon take 
for their mark King Artliur’s round-table, wdiich 
hold sixty knights around it. A ebild of seven 
years old,’ he said, ‘might hit yonder target 
with a headless shaft ; but,’ added he, walking 
deliberately to tlic other end of the lists, an<l 
sticking the w’illow wand upright in the ground, 
‘ he that hits that rod at tivc-seorc yards, I call 
him an archer, fit to bear both bow and quiver 
before a king, it were the stout King Uiclmrd 
himself.’ 

* My grandbke,’ .said Hubert, ‘ drew a good 
bow at the battle of T]a.stings, and never shot at 
such a mark in his life— and neither will I. If 
this ycomau can cleave that rod, 1 give liim the 
bucklers — or ratlier 1 yield to llie devil that is 
in his jerkin, and not to any human skill ; a 
man can but do his best, and T will not shoot 
whore I am surd to miss. I might as w'cll shoot 
at the edge of our parson’s wliittlc, or at a wheat- 
straw, or at a sunbeam, as at a twinkling white 
streak which I can hardly see. ’ 

‘ Cowardly dog ! ’ said Prince Jolm.-— * Sirrah 
Locksley, do thou slioot ; but if thou hittest 
such a mark, I will say thou art tlie first man 
ever did so. How^e’er it be, thou shall not 
crow over us with a mere show of superior 
skill.* 

‘ I wdll do my best, as Hubert says,’ answered 
Locksley ; ‘no man can do more.^ 

So saying, he again bent his bow, but on 
the present occasion looked with attention to 
his weapon, and changed the sti-ing, which he 
chought was no longer truly round, having been 
a little frayed by the two former shots. He 
then took his aim with some deliberation, and 
the multitude awaited the event in bieathlcss 
silence. The archer vdudicated their opinion of 
his skill : his arrow split the willow rod against 
which it W)s aimed. A jubilee of acclamations 
followed ; and oven Prince John, in admiration 
of Locksley^s skill, lost for an instant his dislike 
to his person. ‘These twenty nobles,’ lie said, 
‘ which^ with the bugle, Hiou hast fairly won, 
are thine own ; we will make them fifty, if thou 
wBt toke livery and servloe with us as a yeoman 
of our body-gwd| and be near to our person. 
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For noYor did so strong a hand bend a bow, or 
so true an eye direct a shaft.* 

‘Pardon me, noble prince/ said Locksley; 
‘ but I have vo^'ed that if ever I take service, it 
should be with your royal brother, King Richard. 
These twenty nobles 1 leave to Hubert, who has 
this day drawn as biavo a bow os his graiidsire 
did at Ilastings Had his modesty not refused 
the trial, he would hav'o hit the wand as well 
as L’ 

Hubert shook his head as he leccived with 
reluciaiico the bounty of the .sti anger ; and 
Locksley, anxious to escape fuither observation, 
mixed with the crowd, and vs as sccii no more. 

The victorious archer would not perhaps have 
escaped John’s attention so easily, had not that 
]irince had other subjects of anxious and inoio 
important meditation piessing upon bis mind at 
that instant. lie called upon his chamberlain 

he gave the signal for rctiiing from the lists, 
and comniaiuled him " in.staiitly to gallop to 
Ashby, and seek out Lsanc the Jew. ‘Tell the 
dog,’ he said, ‘ to send me, before sun-down, 
tw'o thousand crowns. He knows llio security ; 
but thou mayest show liiiii this ring for a token. 
Tlic rest of tlic money niiist be Jiaid ut York 
within six days. If lie neglects, I will have iluj 
nnbelieving villain’s bead. Look that thou pass 
him not on the way ; for the (irciirnciscd slave 
was dis})laying his stolen finery amongst us.' 

So saying, the jirincc resumed Ids horse, and 
returned to Ashby, the wdiolo crowd breaking 
up and dispersing u])oii his ictrcat. 


CHAPTER Xn\ 

In lough magnificence arr.iycl, 

When ancient Chivalr]|r display d 
'1 he pomp of her heroic games, 

And crested chiefs and tissued dames 
Assembled, at the clarion's call, 

In some proud castle’s high-arcli’d liall. 

Warton. 

rjiiNCE John lield his high festival in Ihe 
castlo of Ashby. This was not the same build- 
iiig of which the stately ruins .still interest the 
traveller, and which was erccti'd at a later jicriod 
by the Lord Hastings, High Cham her lain of 
Kiiglaiid, one of the fiist victims of the tyranny 
of Richard the Third, and yet hotter known as 
one of Shakespeare’s characters, than by liis 
historical fame. The castle and town of Ashby 
at this time belonged to Roger do f^uincey, hlarl 
of Winchester, who, during the period of our 
history, was absent in ihc Holy Land. Prince 
John, in the meanwhile, occupied his castle, and 
disposed of his domains w'itliout scruple ; and, 
.seeking at i>reseut to daxzle men’s eyes by his 
hospitality ami magtilficcnco, had given orders 
for great ]>reparationfl, in order to render tho 
banquet as Rjileudid as possible. 

The purveyors of the prince, who exercised on 
tliis and other occasions tho full authority of 
royalty, had swept tho country of all that could 
he collected which was esteemed fit for their 
master’s table. Guests also were iimtcd in great 
numbers ; and in the necessity in which he then 
found hixnself of courting popiuarity, Prince J^hn 
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had extended his invitation to a few distinguished 
Saxon and Danish familiesi as well as to the 
Norman nobility and gcntiy of the neighbour- 
hoo<l. However despised and degraded on ordin- 
ary occasions, the great numbers of the Anglo- 
Saxons must necessarily render them formidable 
in the civil commotions which seemed approach- 
ing, and it was ail obvious point of policy to secure 
uilarity with their leaders, 
t was accordingly the prince’s intention, which 
ho for some time maintained, to treat these un- 
wonted guests with a courtesy to which they had 
been little acciisiomod. But altbougli no man 
with loss scruple made his ordinary liabits and 
feelings bend to his interest, it was the misfortune 
of this jirinco, that his levity and petulance were 
perpetually breaking out, and imuoiug all that 
ind bc('ii gained by his previous dissimulation. 

Of this fi(*kle temper he gave a moinornhlo 
oxam])le in Ireland, when sent thither by hi., 
fithcr, Henry the Second, with the imrpose of 
buying golden opinions of the inhabitants of that 
new and important acej^uisition to the English 
crown. Upon this occasion the Irish chieftains 
contended whicli should first offer to the young 

i )riiicG their loyal homage and the kiss of |>oace. 
Jut, instead of receiving their salutations with 
courtcisy, John and liis petulant attendants could 
not resist the temj)tation of jiulling the long 
beards of ilm Irish chieftains ; a conduct which, 
ns might have l«*on expected, was highly resented 
by these insulted dignitaries, and produced fatal 
et)nse(inonc(‘S to the English domination in 
Ir(‘lau(l. It is necessary to keep tliesc incon* 
sUteiioies of John’s character in view, that the 
ri'ader may understand his conduct daring the 
present evening. 

In execution of the resolution which he had 
formed <luring his cooler moments, I’riuco John 
received Cedric and Athclstano with distin- 
guished courtesy, and ex])ressod his disa])point- 
ineui, w it liout reseutincut, when the indisposition 
of Jtowena was alleged hy the former os a reason 
for her not attending upon his gracious summons. 
Pcdric and Athelstaiic wore both dressed in the 
.aiicioiit Saxon garb, wdnch, although not uii- 
Iiandsoine in itself, and in the jirosent instance 
composed of costly materials, was so remote in 
slia])e and apparaneo from that of the other 
giiests, that Prince John took groat credit to 
himself with Waldemar Fitzurse for refraining 
fiom laiiglitor at a sight wliicli the fashion of the 
(lay rendered ridiculous. Yet, in the eye. of 
sober judgment, the short close tunic and long 
mantle of the Haxons was a more graceful, as well 
as a i\v)YQ convenient dress, than llie garb of the 
Normans, whoso under garment W'as a long 
doublet, so loose as to resemble a shirt or 
waggonoi’s frock, covcn*(l by a cloak of scanty 
dimensions, neither lit to defend the wearer from 
cold nor from ]*aiii, and the only purjiosc of which 
appeared to be, to display as much fur, em- 
broidery, and jowollery work as the ingenuity of 
,^1^0 tailor could contrive to lay upon it. Tlie 
^^iBropror (^haricinagnc, in whose reign they 
' first introduced, seems to have been very 
IKJnsiblo of the inconveniences arising from the 
• ii^ahion of this gonnent. *In Heavens name,' 
void ho, *to what purpose servo those abridged 
) tiloaks ? If wo are in bed they axe no cover, on 


horseback they are no protection firom the wind 
and rain, and when seated they do not guard our 
leffl from the damp or the frost.’ 

Nevertheless, spite of this imperial objurga* 
lion, the short cloaks continued in fashion down 
to the time of which wo treat, and particularly 
among the princes of the House of Aiyou. They 
wei*o thoretore in universal use among Prince 
John’s courtiers; and the long mantle, which 
formed the upper garment of the Saxons, was 
hold in proporiioiial derision. 

The guests were seated at a table which groaned 
under the (quantity of good cheer. The numerous 
cooks w’ho attended on tl.e prince’s progress, 
having exerted all tlicir art ii varying tlio forms 
in whi(‘h the ordinary provisions were served up, 
had succeeded nlin >st as well ss the modern jiro- 
fessors of tlio culinary art in rendering them pr- 
fo(*tly unlike their imtural ai)pearance. Besides 
these dishes of domestic origin, there w^re various 
delicacies, brought from foreign parts, and a 
quantity of rich imstry, as well as of the simnel 
hiead and waste! cakes, which were only used 
at the tables of the highest nobility. The banquet 
W'as crowned with the richest wines, both foreign 
and domestic. 

But, though luxurious, the Norman nobles were 
not, generally speaking, an intemperate race. 
While indulging themselves in the pleasures of 
the table, they aimed at delicacy but avoided 
excess, and w'crc aj)! to attribute gluttony and 
drunkenness to the vanquished Saxons, as vices 
peculiar to their inferior station. ^Prince John, 
indeed, and those who courted his pleasure by 
imitating his foibles, WTre ai>l to indulge to excess 
ill the pleasures of the tix'ncher and the goblet ; 
and indeed it is well known ihat his death w'as 
occasioned by a surfidt uj>on ])eachcs agd new ale. 
His conduct, howTver, w'as an exception to the 
general manners of his countrymen. 

With sly gravity, interrupted only by private 
signs to each other, the Noimall laiights and 
nobles beheld the ruder demeanour of Athelstanc 
and CVdiic at a banquet to the form and fassliioii 
of wdrich they w'crc miaceiistomed. And while 
their manners were thus the subject of sarcastic 
observation, the untaught Saxons nnwittingiy 
transgressed several of the arbitrary rules estab- 
lished for the regulation of society. Now, it is 
well known that a man may w’ith more impunity 
be guilty of an actual breach either of leal goofl 
breeding or of good morals, than appar ipiorant 
of the most miniUe pint of fashionable etiquette. 
Thus Cedric, who dried his hands w’ith a towel, 
instead of suffering the moisture to exhale by 
waving them gracotuUy in the air, incurred more 
ridieuie than his coiiii>anion Athelstane, when ho 
swallow'cd to his own single share the whole of a 
larp pasty composed of the most exquisite forei^ 
delieacies, and termed at that a, Karum-pie 
When, however, it was discovered, hy a seiious 
cross-examination, that thcThancofConingsburgh 
(or franklin, as the Normans termed him) had no 
idea what lie liad been devouring, and inat he had 
taken the contents of the Karum-pie for larks and 
jageoiis, whereas they were in fact becoaficoos and 
nightingales, his ignorance brought him in for an 
ample share of the ridicule which would have been 
more justly bestowed on his gluttony. 

The long feast had at length its end ; and^ 
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while the goblet cironlated freely, men talked of 
the f^ts of the preceding tournament,— of the 
iinknoim victor in the archery games, of the 
Black Knight, whose self-denial had induced him 
to withdraw from the honours ho had won,— and 
of the gaJlant Ivanhoe, who had so dearly bought 
the honours of the day. The topics w’ere treated 
with military frankness, and the jest and laugli 
went round the hall. The brow of )*rinoe John 
alone was overclouded diuing those discussions ; 
some overpowering care seemed agitating his 
mind, and it was only ^vhen he received occasional 
hints from his attendants, that he seemed to take 
interest in wdiat was passing around him. On 
such occasions he would start up, quaff a cup of 
w'iue as if to raise bis s]>irits, and then mingle 
in the conversation by some observation made 
abruptly or at random. 

‘\Ve drink this beaker,* said he. Mo the 
health of Wilfred of Ivanhoe, chanquon of this 
passage of arms, and giiove that his W'ouml 
renders him absent from our board.— Let all fill 
to tlic pledge, and especially Cedric of Kother- 
W'ood, the 'worthy father of a son so promising.* 

‘No, my lord,’ replied Cedric, standing uj), 
and placing on the table bis untasted cup, ‘ I 
yield not tlio name of son to the disobedient 
youth, who at once despises my commands, and 
leliiiquishes the manners and customs of bis 
fathers.’ 

‘ 'Tis impossible,’ cried Piinee John, 'ivitli well- 
feigned astonishment, ‘that so gallant a knight 
should be an ijjnvortby or disobedient sou I ’ 

* Yet, my lord,’ ansivored (’'edrie, ‘so it is 'with 
this Wilfred. He left niy homely dwelling to 
mingle with the gay I’obility of your brotlici’s 
couit, where he leanie<l to do those tricks of 
horscinaiisliip which you piizo so liighly. He 
left it contrary to my wish and command ; and 
in the days of Allied that would have been 
termed disoliedicnce -ay, and a crime severely 
punishable.’ • 

‘ Alas ! ’ icjdied rriiiee John, with a deep sigh 
of affected sympathy, ‘since your son 'W’as a 
follower of niy unhapiiy brother, it need not be 
inquired where or fioin wdiom lie learned the 
lesson of filial disobedience.’ 

Thus spake Prinev* Jolm, 'wilfully forgetting 
that of all the sons of Henry the Second, though 
no one 'was free from tlie charge, lie himself had 
been most distinguished for rebellion and in- 
gratitude to his father. 

‘I think,’ said lie, after a mfiment’s pause, 
‘that my brother proposed to confer upon liis 
favourite the rich manor of Ivanhoe ? ’ 

‘ He did endow him with it,’ answered Cedric ; 

' nor is it my least quarrel with my son, that lie 
atoo^ied to hold, as a feudal vassal, the very 
domains which his fathers possessed in free and 
independent right.’ 

‘ We shall thou have your willing sanction, 
good Cedric,’ said Prince John, ‘to confer this 
lief upon a person whose dignity will not be 
diminisbed^y holding land of the British crown. 
■—Sir Reginald Front-de-Bu‘uf,’ he said, turn- 
ing towards tliat baron, ‘ I trust you will 
keep the goodly barony of Ivanhoe, that Sir 
Wilfred shall not incur his father’s displeasure 
by imin entering upon that fief.’ 

Saint Anthony!’ answered the black* 


browed giant, 'I will consent that your Hq^hness 
shall hold mo a Saxon, if oither Cedric or Wilfred, 
or the best that ever boro English blood, shall 
wrench fi’om me the gift with which your High* 
ness lias gincetl me.’ 

‘Whoever shall call thee Saxon, Sir Baron,* 
replied Cedric, olfonded at a mode of oxjircssion 
by wliicli the Noiiiiaiis ficquenily expressed their 
Imbitual contempt of I he English, ‘will do thee 
an honour as gicat as it is undeserved.’ 

El ont-de-Ronif would ha'\c replied, but Prince 
John’s ]>ctulanec and Ici itygot the stait. 

‘Assuredly,’ said he, ‘my lonip, the nohlo 
Cedric speaks truth ; mid liis rai*e may claim 
lirocedence over us as much in the length oir 
their })edigrees as in the loiigitmle ol their 
cloiik.s.’ 

‘Tliey go before us indeed in the lield - as deer 
before (logs,’ said Malv(»isiu. 

‘And with good light may they go before ua 
— forget not,’ said Prior Aymev, ‘the superior 
deeeiicy and deconim*ot their nianiioi*s.’ 

‘Their singular ahstcmioiisncss and temper* 
ance,* said l)e Bracy, forgetting the jiliii wdiich 
jmnnLsed him a Saxon bride. 

‘Together with the courage ami eoiidnet,' said 
Brian do Bois CuiJlitrl, ‘liy which tlicy di.s- 
tiiiguislud themselves at Hastings amt else- 
where.’ 

While, with smooth and smiling cheek, tho 
eoiirtieiH, each in turn, lollow’ed tlieir pnueo’a 
evample, and aimed a shaft of ridieul(*at (Vsliic, 
the lace of the 8a\ou heeanie inllamofl -witU 
jiasbion, and ho glanced his eyes fiercely from 

0110 to another, as il the (juick succession of so 

many injuries had j)i evented his leplying to them 
in turn; or like a baited bull, who, surrouudedi 
by his tormentors, is at a loss to ehoose from 
among them the immediate objeet of his revenge. 
At length be spoke, in a voice half choked witli 
passion ; and, nddressiug liiinself to Prince John 
as the liead and front of the ofVeiiee which he bad 
received, ‘Whatever,’ h<» said, ‘have been tho 
follies and vices of our race, a Saxon would have 
been held ’* (the most om])hatie term 

for abject w'orfhlesMiess), * wlio should in his owm 
hall, and w'liile his own wiiic-ciip ]iasscd, liavo 
treated, or siiirereil to be fieated, an uiiofJcnding 
guest as your Highness has lliis day beheld me 
used ; and wdiatevcr w'as the misfortune of our 
fatheis on the field of Hastings, those may at 
least he silent,’ here lie looked at Fionf-de-Bieuf 
and the Tcnqdar, ‘who liavc withi!i Ihcse few 
liours once and again lost saddle and siirnip 
before the lance of a Saxon ’ 

‘ By my failJi, a biting j< at ! ’ said Prince John. 

‘ How like you if, siis ^ Our Saxon subjects liso 

111 spirit and courage; become sbre'wil in wit, 
and bold in bcaiiiig, in these uiiseltled times. — 
Wliat say ye, my loids'^ - By this good light, I 
hold it best to take our galleys, and return to 
Normandy in time,’ 

‘For fear of the Saxons!* said T)e Biacy, 

* There was nothing accounted so ignominious among 
the Saxons as to merit this (lisgr.ictfnl (iiithet, Kven 
WilHaui the Conqucroi, h.'xted as he was hy them, con- 
tinued to draw a considerable army of Anglo-Saxon i to 
his standard, by threatening to stigin.iti/e ttiose who stayed 
at home as nidtrin^. ISai tholinus, I think, mcntv^is a 
similar phrase which had like influence on the Danes.— t 
L. X* 
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tMighing ; * wo should need no weapons but our 
liunting spears to bring these boars to bay. ' 

*% truce with your raillery, Sir Knights,* said 
Fitzurso 'and it were well,’ he added, address- 
ing the prince, ' that your Iligliiicss should assure 
the wortliy Cedric there is no insult iiiteiided 
liim by jests, which must sound but harshly in 
the ear of a stranger.* 

* Insult ! ’ answered Prince John, resuming 
his courtesy of demeanour ; ‘ I trust it will not 
be thought that 1 could mean or ]>cnint any to 
1)0 offered in my presence Here ! I lill iny cup 
to Cedric himself, since he refuses to pledge his 
fion’s health.* 

The cup wont round amid the w'ell -dissembled 
<ipplaiise of the courtiers, which, however, failed 
to make tho iin])rcasion on tlio mind of tlic Saxon 
that had been designed. Uo was not naturally 
laoiite of per(iej)Uon, but Ihoso too much uudci- 
walaed his understanding who de^'nicd that this 
tflattoring eompliment would obliterate the sense 
•of tho prior insult, lie was silent, however, 
when tho royal ])lcdge again passed round, ‘ To 
Sir Athelstaue of Coningsburgh.’ 

The knight made Ids obemnec, and showed 
his sense of the honour by draining a huge goblet 
in answer to it. 

' And now, sirs,’ said Prince John, who began 
to bo warmed with the w’inc -which lie had diunk, 
* Raving done justice to (»ur Saxon guests, we will 
|»ray ol them souk* requital to our courtesy.-- 
'Worthy thane,’ he continued, addressing Cedric, 
** may we pray you to name to us some Norman 
whose mention may least sully your mouth, and 
to wash dow n with a gohlci of wine all bitterness 
which the sound may leave behind it.’ 

Kitzursp arose while Prince John spoke, and, 
fjliding behind iho scat of the Saxon, whispered 
to him not to omit the oppoitimity of putting 
an end to unkindness betwixt the two races, by 
naming rriiicc John. The Sa\oii replied not to 
this ]>olitic insinuation, hut, lisiiig up, and filling 
his cuj) to the brim, he aildressed Prince John in 
these w'ords : ' Your Highness has required that 
I should name a Norman deserving to he remem- 
bered at our bau<iuet. This, perchance, is a hard 
task, since it calls on tho slave to sing the praises 
^)f tho master -u j ion the vanquished, wliile pressed 
by all the evils of coii(|uest, to sing tho prai.ses 
of the coiifiucror. Yet I wv// iiamo a Norman — 
the first in arms and in place — the host and 
noblest of his race. And the li])s that shall 
refuse to pledge me to his w'cll -earned fame, I 
term false and dishonoured, aii<l will so maintain 
them with my life. — I quaff this goblet to the 
health of llichard the Lion-hearted,’ 

Prince John, who had expected that his own 
name w-ould have closed tlie Saxon’s .speech, 
started W'heu that of his injured brother was so 
^iiiexpeeictlly iiitr< bleed 11 o raised mechanically 
tho winc-<*up to ais lips, thou instantly sot it 
down, to view the demeanour of tho company at 
this unexpedetl pioposal, which many of them 
lelt it us uusalt* to iqipost' as to comply with. 
^ {Some of them, ancienl jiiul evpcriejicod courtiers, 

' oLosoly iiniiated the exainjJo of the prince him* 
MWlf, raising tlie goblet to their li])., and again 
/ ^plaejng it before them . There v;ere many wlio, 
V ; jrfth » lEnore generous feeling, exelahned, ‘Long 
Xing Richard! and may he ho speedily 


restored to us ! ' And some few, among whom 
were Fj-oiit-de-Boeuf and the Templar, in sullen 
disdain suffered their goblets to stand untasted 
before them. But no man ventured directly to 
gainsay a pledge filled to the health of the 
reigning monarim. 

Having enjoyed his triumph for about a 
minute, Cedric said to his companion, ‘Up, 
noble Athelstaue ! wc have remained here long 
enough, since we have requited tlie hospitable 
courtesy of Prince John s baiinuet. Those who 
wish to know fnrtlier of our rude Saxon manners 
must henceforth seek us in the homos of our 
fathers, since wo have s'^en enough of royal 
bancpiets, and enough of Norman courtesy.’ 

So saying, ho arose and left tho hanqueting- 
room, followed by Athelstaue, and by several 
other guests, wdio, partaking of the Saxon 
lineage, held themselves insulted by the sarcasms 
of Prince John and his courtiers. 

‘ By the bones of Saint Thomas,’ said Prince 
John, as they retreated, ‘ tho Saxon churls have 
home off the best of tho day, and have retreated 
with tiiumph.’ 

‘ Conrlaniafum esf^ poculafum csf/ said Prior 
Aymer ; * w^c have drunk and we hav e shouted — 
it w'cre time w'e left our wine flagons.’ 

‘The monk hath some fair i)cnitent to shrive 
io-night, that he is in such a hurry to depart,* 
said Do Bracy. 

‘Not so, Sir Knight,* reidicd the prior; ‘but 
I must move several miles forward tliis evening 
upon my homew'ard journey.’ 

‘Tlicy are breaking up,' said the prince in a 
wliispcr to Fitznrse ; ‘ their fears anticipate ilio 
event, and this coward prior is the first to shrink 
from me,’ 

‘Fear not, my lord,* said Waldemar ; ‘I will 
show him siah reasons as shall induce him to 
join us wdicn wx hold our meeting at York. — Sir 
Piior,’ he said, ‘I must speak with you in 
private, before you inoiint your palfi-ey.* 

The other guests were now' fast dis})ersing, 
with the exception of tluwc immediately attached 
to Piiiice John’s faction, and his retinue. 

‘This, then, is the result of your advice,* said 
the j)riiice, turning an angry countenance upon 
Fitzurso ; Mlmt 1 should be bearded at my own 
hoard by a drunken Saxon churl, and that, on 
the mere sound of my brother’s name, men should 
lall off from me as if I had the leprosy ? ’ 

‘ Have patience, sir,* rejilied his counsellor ; ‘ I 
might retort yotir aceusation, and blame the in- 
considerate levity w'hich foiled iny design, and 
misled your own better judgment. But this is 
no time for recrimination. l)e Bracy and 1 will 
instantly go among those shuflliiig cowards, 
and couviucc them they have gone too far to 
recede. ’ 

‘ It will bo in vain,* said Prince John, pacing 
the apartment with disordered steps, and ex- 
pressing himself witli an agitation to which the 
wine ho had drunk partly contributed — ‘ It will 
he in vain — they have seen tho haudVritiug on 
the wall — they have marko<l the paw of tho lion 
in tho sand— they have heard Ins approaching 
roar shako the wood- nothing will reanimato 
their courage.* 

‘Would to Ood,* said Fitzurse to De Brai^, 
‘that aught could reanimate hi$ ownl 'fiu4 
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brotli^r’d very name ie an ague to him. Un- 
happy ate the counsellors of a j>rince, who wants 
foratude and perseverance alike in good and in 
evil/ 


CHAPTER Xl\ 

And yet he thinks, —ha, ha, h.i, ha, —he tliinks 
I am the tool and bervaiU of his <yi11. 

Well, let it be; through all the maze of trouble 
His plots and base oppression must create. 

I'll shape myself a way to highci tluiigt, 

And who will say ’tis wrong*-' 

Rash, a Tkagidy 

No Spider ever took more iiaiiis to rejiair the 
shattered meshes of his weh, tli.in did Waldeniar 
Fitzursc to reunite and coiiihino the scattered 
members of Prince Jolin’s cabal. Few of these 
were attaclied to him from inclination, and none 
from personal regard. It w as there lure necessary 
that Fitziirse should open lo them new prosjicets 
of advantage, and remind them of those whi«‘h 
they at present enjoyed. Ta the young and wild 
nobles, lie held out the firospect of unpunisbod 
licence and uncontrolled revelry ; to the ambi- 
tious, that of power ; and lo the covetous, tliat 
of increased wealth and extended domains. The 
leaders of the merc'enaries reeeivod a donation in 
gold ; an argument the most persuasive to their 
minds, and without which all others would have 
proved ill vain. Promises were still more liber- 
ally distributed than money by this active agent ; 
and, in fine, nothing was left undone that could 
determine tlie wavering, or animate the dis- 
heartened. The return of King Richard he 
spoke of as an event altogether beyond the reach 
of probability ; yet, when he observed, from the 
doubtful looks and unccrtaiii answers which he 
received, that this was the apprehension ’by 
which the minds of his accomplices w^ere mast 
haunted, he boldly treated that event, should it 
really take place, as one which ought not to alter 
their political calculations. 

* If Richard retunis,’ said Fit/urse, ‘he rotunis 
to enrich his needy and impoverished enisadcrs 
at the expense of those who did not follow him 
to the Holy Land. He returns to call to a fear- 
reokoiiing those who, during his absence, 
have done aught that am be construed olieiicc or 
encroachment upon either the law's of the land 
or the privileges of the crowm, - He returns to 
avenge upon the Orders of the Temple and the 
Hospital the preference wdiich they show'cd to 
Philip of France during the wars in the Holy 
Land. He returns, in lino, to punish as a rebel 
every adherent of Ids brother I’rince John. Aie 
ye afVaid of his pow'er?* continued the artful 
oonfidani of that prince ; ‘ we acknowledge him 
a strong and valiant knight ; but those are not 
the days of King Arthur, when a champion could 
encounter an army. If Richard indeed comes 
back, it mi^t be alone, — unfollowod — unfriended. 
The bones of his gallant army have whitened the 
•and9 of Palestine. The few of his followers who 
have returned have straggled hither, like this 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe, beggared and broken men. 
— ^And what talk ye of lUchard's right of birth ^ ' 
he prbb^eded, in answer to those who objected 
icruples on that ^ead. 'Is Kidiard's Utle of 
m 


primogeniture more decidedly certain than that 
of Puke Robert of Normandy, the Conqueror's 
eldest son? And yet William the Red, and 
Henry, his sc'cond and third brothers, were suc- 
cessively preferred to him by the voice of the 
nation. Kobort liad every merit which can be 
pleaded for Hichai'd ; he was a bold knight, a 
good leader, gonercuis to his friends and to the 
(Jlinrcli, and, to crow n the whole, a crusader and 
a conqueror of the Holy Scindchre, and yet ha 
died a blind end miserable prisoner in the castle 
of Cardiff, because he opposed himself to the wdll 
of the people, wdio chose that he should not rule 
over them. It is our right,’ he said, ‘to chooso 
from the blood -royal the prinec who is best 
qualiiied to hold the supronie pow'cr — that is,* 
said he, coiTecling himself, ‘him whose election 
will beat promote tlie interests of the nobility. 
In personal qualifications,* he added, ‘it was 
possible that Prince .lohn might bo inferior to 
Ids brother Richard ; .but when it was considered 
that thejiatter returned witli the sw'ord of vongc- 
aneo in his hand, while the former hold out 
rewards, immunities, ]niviloges, wealtli, and 
honours, it could not he doubted which w'as the 
king whom in wisdom the nobility were called 
on to supjiort.* 

These, and many more arguments, some 
adapted lo the jieciiliar cirenmstanees of those 
whom he addresned, had tlie cxj)eeted weight 
with the nobles of l^rince John's faction. JUlost 
of them consented to attend the proposed meet- 
ing at York, for the purpose of making general 
arrangements for i>laeing the cmwn upon tho 
head of Prince John. 

It was late at night, when, woni out and 
exhausted with his various exertions, however 
gratilicd with tho result, Fitzursc, returning to 
tho castle of Ashby, met wiUi I)e Bracy, who 
had exchanged his banqiioting garments for a 
short CTeeii kirtle, with nose of tho same cloth 
and colour, a leathern cap or headpiece, a short 
sword, a horn slung over his shoulder, a long 
bow in Ids hand, and a bundle of arrows stuck 
in his belt. Had Fitzurse met this flgure in an 
outer apartment, ho would have passed him 
without notice, as one of the yeomen of the 
guard ; but tiiidiug him in the inner hall, he 
looked at him witli more attention, and recog- 
nised the Noimau knight in the dress of an 
English }'coman. 

‘What mummery is this, De Broey?’ said 
Fitzursc, somewhat angrily ; ‘ is this a time for 
Chnstmas gambols and (luaiut moskiugs, when 
the fate of our master, Prince John, is on the 
very veige of decision ? AVliy hast thou not 
been, like me, among these heartless cravens, 
whom tho very name of King Richard terrifies, 
as it is said to do tho children of tho Saracens ? ' 

‘ I have been attending to mine own business,' 
answered Do Bracy calmly, ‘as you, Fitzurse, 
have been minding yours.* 

‘I minding mine own business!* echoed 
Waldemar ; ‘ 1 have been engaged in that of 
Prince John, our joint patron.’ 

‘As if thou hadst any other reason for that, 
Waldemar,* said De Bracy, ‘ than the promotion 
of thine own individual interest ! Come, Fitz« 
ursc, we know each other — ambition is thy 
pursuit, pleaaure is xnind, and they become oui 
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diffewnt Ages. Of Prince John Ihou thinkest as 
I d|l ; that he is too weak to he a determined 
monarch, too tyrannical to ho an easy monarch, 
too iTisolent and j^resumptuons to he a ^pnlar 
monarch, and too fickle and timid to ho long 
a monarch of any kind. But ho ib a monarch 
by whom Fitzurso and Do Bracy ho}»p to rise and 
thrive; and therefore you aid liirn with yom 
policy; and I with the lances of my Free 
€om|ianions.’ 

‘ A h opeful anxil iary , ’said Fitznrac im])atiently ; 
•playing the fool in the very moinent of ntfei 
necessity. — What on earth dost thou puri)ose ]»y 
this absurd disguise at a moment so urgent * * I 

‘ To get me a w’ife,’ answered De Bracy coolly, 

* after the manner of the tribe of Beniamin.* 

* The tribe of Ben janiin ! ’ said Fitzurso ; ‘ 1 
comprehend thee not.’ 

•Wert thou not m presence yester-even,’ said 
Dc Bracy, ‘when >vo heard the Prior Aymcr 
toll us a talo in repl^ to the romaiieo which was 
sung by the minstrel^ - lie fold us hou, long 
since in J*aJesfine, a deadly feud arose between 
tho fribo of Benjamin and the rest of the 
Lsraolitish nation ; and how they out to jueecs 
well-nigh all tho chivalry of that tribe ; and 
how they swore by Our blessed La<ly that they 
would not permit tlioso who remained to maiTy 
in their lineage ; and how they became giieve<l 
for their vow, and sent to consult his Holiness 
the Pope how they might be absolved from it ; 
and how, by tlio advice of the Holy Fatlier, the 
youth of the tribe of Benjamin earned oil from a 
su])erb tournament all tlie ladies who w^oie there 
present, and thus non tliem wives ivith out tho 
consent eitlier of their biidcs or their brides’ 
families.’ 

* I have heard the story,’ said Fitmrso, ‘though 
either the piior or thou hast made some singular 
alterations in date and eircum'^tanees.* 

‘I tell thee,’ said T)e Biaiy, ‘that I mean to 
purvey me a wife after tho fashion of the tiibc 
of Benjamin ; wliich is as much as to soy, that 
in this same equi]>mcnt I will fall upon that 
herd of Saxon bullocks who have this night 
left the castle, and carry otf from them the 
lovely Rowena.’ 

‘Art thou mad, De Bracy?’ said Fitzurse. 
‘Bethink thee that, though the men be Saxons, 
they are rich and powetful, and regarded with 
the more respect ny cheir countrjTnon, that 
wealth and honour are but the lot oi few of 
Saxon descent.’ 

‘ And should belong to none,* said De Bracy ; 
‘the work of the Conquest should bo completeo.’ 

‘This is no time for it at least,' said Fitzurse ; 
‘the approaching crisis renilers the favour of tho 
multitude indispousablc, and Prince John can- 
not refuM justir e to any one who ii^jures their 
favourites.’ 

‘Let him gi’ant it if he daie,* said De Bra^y ; 

he will soon see tho difTcrence betwixt the 
support of such a lusty lot of spears as mine, 
and that of a hcnvtlosK niob of Saxon churls. 
Yet 1 moan no miiii(>di,itc ebs/ oveiy of myself. 
Seem 1 not in this gaib as hohl a forester as 
ever blew horn? The hlame of the violence 
ehall rest with the outlaws of the Yorkshire 
loreets. 1 have sure 8pic.s on the Saxons’ 
To-night they sleep in the convent 


of Saint Wittol, or Withold, or whatever they 
call that churl of a Saxon saint at Burton-on- 
Trent. Next day's march brings them within 
our roach, and, falcon- w'ays, we swoop on tlieto 
at once. Presently after I will a])pear in mine 
own shape, play tlie eoiirtcous knight, rescue 
tlic unfortunate and alHicted fair one from the 
haudi» of the mde lavisheis, conduct her to 
Front -de- Been t’s castle, or to Normandy, if it 
.should be neeessaiy, and produce her not again 
to her kindred until she bo the bride and dame 
of Maurice De Ihacy.' 

‘A marvellously .sago ]»lau,’ said Fitzurse, ‘and, 
as I think, not entirely ol thine own device. — 
Come, be frank, Do Ihaty, who aided thee in 
the iiiv^ention? and who is to assist in the execu- 
tion ? for, n.s I think, thine own hand lies as far 
off as York.’ 

‘Marry, if thou must neeths know,’ .said Do 
Bracy, ‘it was the Temiilui Biiaii do Boi.s- 
(hiilbeit that shaped out the eiitcrjirise, w'hich 
the adventure of the men of Benjamin suggested 
to me He is to aid me in th(‘ onslaught, and 
ho and his followa'rs will ]>er.soiijte tho outlaws, 
tioin whom my valorous arm is, after changing 
my garh, to rosciio the lady.’ 

‘ liy my halidome,’ said Fit/urse, ‘ the plan 
w\as w^orthy ot youi united w isdom • and thy 
nuflcncc, l)o Bracy, is most es.])ec*mlly mani- 
ested in the piojcct of leaving the lady in tho 
hands of thy w oi thy eon lerlerate. Thou mayesl, 

I think, succeed in talt^ing her from her Saxon 
friends, but how thou wilt rescue <^er alterwards 
fiom the clutches of Bois Ciuilhcit seems con- 
sidcrahly moic doubttiil.— He is a taleon w*ell 
aeeustonied to })ounee on a j»artiidge, and to 
hold his prey fast.’ 

‘ITc is a Temphii,’ said De Bracy, ‘and can- 
not therefore iival mo in my ])lau of wedding 
this heiress; — and to attempt aught dishoiioui- ^ 
able against the intended bndc oj Do Bracy — By 
Heaven, wrere bo awhoh* Chapter of liis Older in 
his single person, lie dnied not to do me such an 
injury’’ 

‘Then sinec nought that I can say,’ said Fiiz- 
mse, ‘will put this folly fiom thy imagination 
(for well I know the oh.stiiincy of thy disposi- 
tion), at least waste as little time as jMis&iblc — 
let not thy folly he lasting as well as untimely.’ 

‘ I tell thee,’ answered Do Bracy, ‘ that it will 
be the work of a few liouis, and I shall be at 
York, at the jicad of my daring and valorous 
fellows, as leady to support any bold design as 
thy policy can he to form one.— But 1 hear my 
comrades assembling, and the steeds stamping 
and neighing in the outer court. — Farewell.— 

T go, like a tiuo knight, to win the smiles of 
beauty. ’ 

‘Like a true knight ’’ repeated Fitzurse, look- 
ing after him ; ‘like a fool, I should say, or like 
a child, who will leave the most serious and need- 
ful occupation, to eha.se tho down of the thistle 
that drives past him. — But it is with such tools 
that I must work ;— and for whose advantage ? — 
For that of a prince as unwise as he is ptofligat^ 
and as likely to be an ungrateful master as he 
has already proved a rebellious son and an un- 
natural brotlier. — But he, — he too is but one 
of tho tools with which I labour ; and, proud as 
he is, should he oresume to senarate his interest 
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fyom mine, this is a secret wLich be sliall soon 
learn.* 

The meditations of the statesman were hero 
interrupted by the voice of the prince from an 
interior apartment, calling out, ‘ Noble Walde- 
mar Fitzurse ! ’ and, with bonnet doffed, the 
future olianoelloT (for to such high prefcrmenl 
did the wily Norman aspire) hastened to receive 
the orders of the futun sovereign. 


CHAPTER XT7, 

Far in a wiki, unknown pul)lir xkw, 

Fiom youth to a};e a hermit grew; 

'Jh<* moss his the Ms litimhU* (cll, 

Ilis food the fniits, his drink the ciystal well ; 
Remote from man, with (Jod ho pass'd his days. 
Prayer all his business- all his pleasuie praise. 

Parnui- 

Thk reader cannot have forgotten that the 
event of Ihe tournament wiis decided by the 
exertions of an unknown knight, whom, on 
account of the passive and indifferent conduct 
which he hnd manifested on the former part 
of the day, the a])ectatora had entitled Lc Koir 
Faineant, This knight had left the fiehl 
ahmptly when the victory was achieved ; and 
whc'n ho was called upon to receive the reward 
of his valour, he was nowhcic to lu* found. In 
the meantime, while suminoned by heralds and 
by trumpota,^the knight w^as holding^his course 
northward, avoiding all frecpionled paths, and 
taking the shortest road through the woodlands. 
He paused for tho nigdit at a small hostelry 
lying out of the ordinary route, whore, how’ever, 
he obtained from a wandering minstrel news of 
tho event of the tourney. 

On the ne\t morning the knight departed 
early, with the intention of making a long 
ioumey ; the Condition of his horse, w'hich he 
had carefully snared during the ])recediiig inoni- 
ing, being suen as enabled him to travel far 
without the necessity of much rcjiose. Yet his 
purpose was ha tiled by the devious ])aths through 
which he rode, so that w’hen cveuiiig closed upon 
him, ho only found himself on tho frontiers of 
the West Riding of Yorkshire. By this time 
both horse and man required refreshment, and 
it became necessary, moreover, to look out for 
some place in which they might spend the night, 
which was now fast approaching. 

The place whore the traveller found himself 
seemed unpropitious for obtaining either shelter 
or refreshment, and he w^aa likely to be reduced 
to tho usual expodiont of knight s-errant, who, 
on such occasions, turned their horses to graze, 
and laid themselves down to meditate on their 
lady -mistress, with an oak tree for a canopy. 

' But the Black Enight either had no mistress to 
meditate upon, or, being as indifferent in love 
as he seemed to be in war, w^as not sutlieicntly 
occupied b)^ passionate reflections upon her beauty 
and cruelty, to bo able to parry the effects of 
fhtigue and hunger, and suffer love to act as a 
substitute for tho solid comforts of a bod and 
BUppor. He felt ^iissatisfied, therefore, wlien, 
looking around, he found himself deeply in- 
yplvOd in woods, through which indeed there 


wore many open glades, and some paths, but 
such as seomeJ onlv formed by the nunnyrous 
herds of cattle widen grazed in tho forest, or by 
tho animals of chase, and the hunters who made 
prey ot thcfti. 

The sun, 1)3" which the knfght liad chiefly 
directed his com*sc, liad now sunk behind the 
Dcihyshire hills on his left, and every effort 
wliicli he might take to pursue his journey 
was as likely to lead hhn out of his road as 
to Ad\aiicc him on his route. Alter having 
in vain endcavouied to select the most beaten 
j)ath, in h()j)rs it might l(‘n(l to the cottage of 
some herdsman, or the s 3 "han lodge of n forester, 
and having repeatedly lound himself totally 
niiahlo to dctcnniiic on a choice, the knight 
resolved to trust to the sagacity of his lioivse ; 
cx])oi‘ionco having, on Ibiincr occasions, made 
him acquainted wilh the wonderful lalciil ]) 08 - 
sossed by these animals ioi c\tii<‘aliug them- 
selves and their ridcjs on mch ciufigencics. 

The good steed, gi'iovously ialigvied with so 
long a <Tay'.s journey under a lider eased in mail, 
had no sooner found, b]: the slackened reins, 
that he was a})anrloncd to Jiis ow'ii giiidancc, than 
he seemed to assume new' strength and spirit ; 
anfl wdiorcas formerly he had scarce i (‘plied to 
the spur, otherwise than by a groan, he now*, as 
if proud of ihe eonfidoucc reposed in him, ])ricked 
uj) his ears, and assumed, of liis own accord, a 
more lively motion. The ])ath which the animal 
ado])ted rather tunicd oil’ from the course pursued 
by the knight during the day ; hut, os the horse 
seemed confident in his choice, the rider aban- 
doned himself to his discretion. 

He was justified hv the o\cnt: for the foot- 
path soon alter apj)c.acd a little wider and nima 
worn, and the tjiiklo of a small Ixdl gave the 
knight to understand that he was in tho 'Mcinity 
of some chajicl or hennitngc. 

Accordingly, he soon reached on open ]>lat of 
turf, on tlie opjiositc side of whicli a locl*, lising 
ahmptly from a gently Bloi>ing jilaiii, ofl'croii its 
grey and woather-hcoten fjoiit to the tra\cller. 
Ivy mantled its sides in some places, and in 
others oaks and boll}'' hushes, w'hoso roots found 
nourishment in the cliffs of tlie crag, waved over 
the precipices helow', like the plumage of the 
warrior over his steel helmet, giving grace to 
that whose chief expression was terror. At tlie 
bottom of the rock, and leaning, as it W'cre, 
against it, was couslrueted a rude hut, built 
chiefly of the tranks of trees felled in tlie neigh- 
bouriiifr forest, and socuicd against tho weather 
by having its crevices sfuffed W'ith moss mingled 
with cloy. The stem of a young fir tree lopped 
of its branehes, with a piece of wood tied across 
near the top, was planted upright by the door, 
as a rude emblem of tlie holy cross. At a little 
distance on the right hand, a fountain of the 
purest water trickled out of the rock, and was 
received in a hollow stone, which labour had 
formed into a rustic basin. Escaping from 
thence, the stioam murmured dowm the descent 
by a channel wdiich its course liad long worn, 
and so w'anderod through the little plain to lose 
itself in the neighbouring wood. 

Beside this fountain wore tho mins of a veiy 
small cha^l, of which the roof had partly fallen 
in* The Wlding, when entire, had never be^n 
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tbOvA rfxteen feet long by twelve feet in breadth ; 
attd tte roof, low in proijortion, rested upon four 
ooncentrio arches wlncn sprung from the four 
* corners of the buildfng, each supported upon a 
abort and heavy pillar. The ribs of two ol these 
arches remained, though the i oof had fallen clown 
betwixt them ; over the others it remained entire. 
The entran(‘e to this ancient place of devotion 
was under a very low round arch, oriiaiuented 
by several courses of that zig-zag moulding, re- 
sembling sharks’ teeth, which a])pGars so often in 
the more ancient Saxon architeetiiro. A belfry 
rose above the porch on four small pillars, \\ithm 
which hung the green and weathcr-bealon bell, 
the feeble sounds of which had been some time 
before heard by the Black Knight. 

The whole peaceful and quiet scene lay glim- 
mering in twilight before the eyes of the traveller, 
giving him good assurance of lodging for the 
night ; since it was a special «luty of lht»so 
hermits who dwelt in tlic woods, to exercise 
hospitality towards benighted or bewildeicd 
2 )a.ssengcrs. 

Accordingly, flic knight took no time to con- 
sider minutely the particulars ulikh ve have 
detailed, but, thanking Saint Julian (the patron 
of travellers) w ho had sent him good harbourage, 
he leaped from his horse, and assailed the door 
of the hermitage -with the butt of his lance, in 
order to arouse attention and gain admittance. 

It was some time before ho obtained any 
answer, and the re]>ly, when made, wms uniiio- 
pitlous. 

*Pass on, whosoever thou art,’ was tlie ansuer 
given by a deep hoarse voice from within tlie 
hut, ‘and distuib not the servant of (rod and 
Saint Dunstaii in his evening devotions,* 

* Worthy father,’ answered the knight, ‘hero 
is a ]>oor wanderer bewdlderod in these woods, 
w’ho gives thee the ojiportunity of exorcising thy 
charity and hospitality ’ 

‘Good brother,’ replied the inhabitant of the 
hermitage, * it has pleased Our Lady and Saint 
Duiistan to destine mo for the object of those 
virtues, instead of the exercise thereof. I have 
no provisions hero wdiich even a dog would sliare 
with me, and a horse of any toudeniess of nurture 
would despise my conch — jxibs thoieforo on tliy 
W'ay, and God speed thee.’ 

‘But how,’ replied the knight, ‘is it possible 
for me to find my way through such a wood as 
this, when darkness is coming on ^ 1 pray you, 
reverend father, os you are a Christian, to undo 
. your door, and at least point out to mo my road,’ 

‘And I pray you, good Christian brother,’ 
replied the anchorite* * to disturb mo no more. 
You have already iiiterruiitod one pflf/cr, two 
aws, and a credo, which I, miserable sinner that 
1 am, should, accoiding to my vow, have said 
before moonrise.’ 

* The road — Iho road ! ’ vociferated the knight, 
give mo directions for the road, if I am to cxiicct 

no more from thee.’ 

‘ The road,* replied the hermit, ‘ is easy to hit. 
The p^h from the W’ood leads to a morass, and 
^ ^ as the rains haVo 

^hated* may now he passable, Wlien thou host 
crO^W the ford, thou wilt take care of tliy foot- 
11 {» the left bank, as it is somewhat procipit- 
m aih4 the TMith, which hanes over the rivAT. 


has lately, is t learn (for I seldom lea^e the 
duties of mv chapel), given way in sundry places* 
Thou wilt then keep straight forward ’ 

‘ A broken path—a precipice— a ford, and a 
morass • * said the knight, interruptina himi— 
* Sir Hermit, if you wore the holiest that over 
wore board or told bead, you shall scarce prevail 
on me to hold this road to-night, I tell thee, 
that thou, who livesi by the charity of the 
countiy— ill deserved, as 1 doubt it is —hast no 
right to refuse shelter to the wayfarer when in 
distress. Kithcr ojicii the door quickly, or, by 
the rood, J wdll beat it down and make entry 
for myself.’ 

‘ Friend wayfarer,’ replied tlie bermit, ‘be not 
importunate ; if tlioii puttest mo to use the carnal 
wea})on in mine ow\i defence, will he e’en the 
worse for you.’ 

At this moment a distant noise of harking 
and growling, which the traveller had for some 
time lieard, lieeamc extremely loud and fiirions, 
and made the knight suppose that the hermit, 
alarmed by his threat ot making foiciblo cntiy, 
had ealled the do^ who made this clamour to 
aid him in his defence, out of some inner recess 
ill which they liad Wen kennelled. Incensed at 
this preparation on the heiiiiit’s jiart for making 
good his inhospitahlo purpose, the knight struck 
the door so furiously with his foot, that posts as 
well as staples shook wntli violence. 

The aneliorite, not earing again to expose his 
door to a similar shock, now ealled out aloud, 
‘Patience, patience- spare thy stmngth, good 
traveller, and I will jiresently unao the aoor, 
though, it may be, my doing so will bo little to 
thy 2 >leasure.’ 

The door accordingly w^as opened j and the 
heiniit, a large^ strong huilt man, in his sack- 
cloth gown and hood, girt wdlh a rope of rushes, 
stood before the knight. Ho had in one hand a 
lighted torch, or link, and in the other a hatmi 
ot crab-tree, so thick and heavy,' that it might 
w^oll be termed a club. Two large shaggy dogs, 
half gi-eyhound, half mastiff, stood reao^o rush 
upon the traveller as soon as the door should be 
ojKjiiod. But when the torch glanced upon the 
lolty crest and golden spurs of the knight, who 
stood without, the hermit, altering jirobahly his 
original intentions, repressed the rage of his 
auxiliaries, and, changing his tone to a sort of 
churlish courtesy, invited the knight to enter 
his hut, making excuse fur his unwillingness to 
open his lodge after sunset, by allemng the 
multitude of robbers and outlaws ^lo wore 
abroad, and who gave no honour to Our Lady or 
Saint Dunstan, nor to those holy men who spent 
life in their sci vice. 

‘ The poverty of your cell, good father,* said 
the kniglit, looking around liim, and seeing 
nothing but a bed of leaves, a crucifix rudely 
carved in oak, a missal, with a rough-hewn table 
and two stools, and one or two clumsy articles of 
furniture — ‘ the poverty of your cell »ioul<l seom 
a sufficient defence against any risk Of tliieves, 
not to mention the aid of tw^o trusty dogs, largo 
and strong enough, 1 think, to pull dom a stag, 
and of course to match with most meu/ 

‘ The good keeper of the for^L * said the 
‘hath flowed me the use of these apimals^ to 

iurntAnt mv onlifndA nntil fha tffhM ahall numd.* 
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IlavUig said this, ho fixed his torch in a 
txyisted branch of iron yyhich served for a candlo- 
stiok ; snd, placing the oaken trivet before the 
embers of the fire, which ho refreshed with some 
div woSd, lie placed a stool u}>on one side of the 
table, and beokoned to tlie knight to do the 
same upon the other. 

They sat down, and gazed with great gravity 
at each other, each thinking in his heart that 
ho had seldom seen a stionger or more athletic 
figure than was placed o])])osite to him. 

‘Revci'end heimit,’ said the knight, after 
looking long and fixedly at his host, ^ wcio it not 
to iiiteiTUpt your devout niedilatious, I would 
pray to know three things of your holiness: 
first, where I am to put i^y hoise secondly, 
what I can havb for sujipei thirdly, A\here I 
am to take up my couch lor the night ? * 

‘ I will rejily to 3'ou,’ said tlic hermit, ‘with 
my finger, it licing against my rule to sj^cak by 
words where signs can answer the purpose.’ So 
saying, he pointed successively to t^vo corners of 
the hut. ‘Your stable,’ said ho, ‘is there — 
your bod there ; and,’ leaching down a platter 
with two handfuls of parched pease upou it iioiu 
the neighbouring shelf, and placing it uxioii the 
table, ho added, ‘your supper is here.’ 

The knight shrugged his shoulders, and, leav- 
ing the hut, brought in his horse (which in the 
interim he had fastened to a tree), unsaddled him 
with much attention, and s])read uiion the steed’s 
weary hack his own mantle. 

The liorAit was apparently somewhat moved 
to compassion by the anxiety as well as addiess 
w'hieh the stranger displayed in tending his horse ; 
for, muttering something about provemlei left for 
the keeper's palfrey, ho dragged out of a leeess 
a buudle of forage, which he spread before the 
kuight’s charger, and immediately afterwards 
shook down a quantity of dried fern in the corner 
w hieh he had assimieu for the rider’s couch. The 
knight returned him thanks for his couitesy ; 
and, this duty done, both resumed their seats by 
the table, whereon stood the tieiieher of pease 
placed between them. The hermit, after a long 
grace, which had once been Ijatiii, but of which 
original language few traces remained, excepting 
here and there the long rolling termination of 
some word or phrase, set example to his guest, 
by modestl3r putting into a very large month, 
furojished with teetli uhich might have ranked 
vniA. ftofe of a boar bolh in sharpness and white* 
ness, some three or four dried pease, a miserable 
grist, as it seemed, for so large and able a mill. 

Tlie knight, iii order to follow so laudable an 
example, laid aside his helmet, his corjclct, and 
the greater part of his armour, and showed to 
the hermit a head thick-curled with yellow hair, 
high features, blue eyes, remarkably briglit and 
spai'kling, a mouth well formed, having an upjicr 
lip clothed with moustaches darker than his hair, 
and bearing altogether the look of a hold, daring, 
aud enterprising man, with which his strong 
form well corresponded. 

Tha h^mit, as if wishing to answer to the con- 
fidence or his guest, threw back his cowl, and 
showed a rouna }>ullet head belonging to a man 
in the prime of life. His closo-snaven crown, 
sntrounded circle of stiff curled black hair, 
had sotnethii^the appearance of a parish pinfold, 


begirt by its high hedge* The features expressed 
nothing of monastic austerity, or of ascetic pri- 
vations ; on the contrary, it was a bold, bluff 
eouiitenaiK e, w itli broad black eyebrows, a well- 
tinned forelieud, and cliecks as round and ver- 
milion as those of a trumpeter, from which 
devsceiidcd a long and curly black beard. Such 
1 visage, joined to the biawny form of the holy 
man, b|K>ko rather of sirloins aud haunches, than 
of pease and imlsc. This incongruity did not 
cseajM} the guest. Alter he had with great diffi- 
eulty aeeoniplishf d the mastication of a mouthful 
of the dried pease, he found it absolutely neeefssaiy 
to request his pious onteitaiiitT to furnish him 
witli some liquoi ; who leplied to his request by 
placing before him a large can of the puiest water 
liom tno fountain. 

‘ It is from fhe well of Saint Dunstaii,’ said ho, 

‘ ill which, betwixt sun and sun, he baptized fivo 
hundred heathen Danes ami Britons — ^blessed bo 
his name 1 ’ And, applying his black beard to the 
])i teller, ho took a draught much more moderate 
in quantity tlian his ciicoiuiuni seemed tow'arrant, 

‘ It seems to me, reverend father,' said tho 
knight, ‘that the small morsels which you cat, 
together with this holy, but somewhat thiu 
beverage, have tliiivcu with you marvellously. 
You a|>})car a man more fit to win tho ram at a 
wrestling match, or the ring at a bout at quarter- 
staff, or the bucklers at a sword-])lay, than to 
huger out your time in this desolate wdldemcss, 
sajiug masses, and living upou parched pease 
aud cold watci.’ 

‘Sir Knight,' answered the hermit, ‘your 
thoughts, like Ihose of tho ignorant laity, are 
aeeoiding to the flesh. It has pleased Our Lady 
and my patron saint to bless the pittance to 
which I restrain myself, even as the pulse and 
water were blessed to the children, Shadrach, 
Mcshach, and Abednego, viho drank the same 
lather than defile Ihcmselves with the wine and 
meats which were appointed them by tho king 
of the Saiacciis.’ 

‘Holy father,’ said the knight, ‘upon whoso 
countenance it hath pleased Heaven to w^ork such 
a miracle, permit a sinful layman to crave thy 
name ? * 

‘Thou mayest call me,' answered tho hermit, 
‘the Clerk of Copmanhurst, for so I am termed 
in those ^mrts — ^Thcy add, it is tnie, the epithet 
Holy, hut I stand not upon that, as being un- 
worthy of such addition. — And now, valiant 
knight, may I jiray yo for ihe name of my 
honouiable guest ^ ’ 

* Trill V,' said tho knight, ‘Holy Clerk of 
Copmanhurst, men call mo in these parts the 
Black Knight,- many, sir, add to it tho epithet 
of Slii^^rd, whereby I am no way ambitious to 
bo distinguished.’ 

Tho hermit could scarcely forbear from smiling 
at his guest's reply, 

*I sec,’ said lie, ‘Sir Sluggish Knight, that 
thou art a man of prudence ana of counsel ; aud, 
moreover, I sec that my iioor monastic fare likes 
thee not, accustomod, pernaps, as thou hast been^ 
to the licence of courts and camps, and the 
luxuries of cities ; aud now I bethink me, 'Sir 
Sluggard, that when the charitable keeper of 
thisTorest-walk left these dogs for my pFotcction, 
ohft Afoo those buudles of forage, he left me also 
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some food, which, being unfit for my use, the 
very recollootion of it had escaped me, amid my 
more weighty meditations/ 

* I dare be swoni he did so,’ said the knight ; 
^ I was convinced that there was better food in 
the cell, Holy Clerk, since you first doffed your 
cowl.— Y'our keener is ever a jovial follow ; and 
none who beheld thy grinders contending with 
these pease, and thy throat flooded with this 
ungeiiial element, could see thee doomed to such 
horse-provender and horbo-heverago ’ (pointing to 
the provisions upon the table), ' and i efrain from 
inenaing thy cheer. Let us sec tlio keeper’s 
bounty, therefore, without delay.’ 

The hermit east a wistful look upon the knight, 
in which there was a sort of comic expression of 
hesitation, as if uncertain how far he should act 
])radcntly in trusting his guest. There was, 
however, as much of hold frankness in the 
knight’s eouuteuanco as was possible to ho ex- 
pressed by features. Ills suiile, loo, had some- 
thing ill it irresistibly comic, and gave an 
as.surance of faith and loyalty, with which his 
host could not iidrain from sympathizing. 

After exchanging a mute glance or two, the 
hermit wont to the farther side of the hut, and 
opened a hutch, which was concealed with great 
care and some ingenuity. Out of the recesses 
of a dark closet, into which this aperture gave 
admittance, ho brought a large pasty, baked in 
a pewter platter of unusual dimensions. This 
mighty dish he placed before liis guest, w’ho, 
using his poniard to cut it open, lost no time in 
making himself acciuainled with its couicuts. 

* How long is it since the good keeper has been 
hero ^ ’ said the knight to his host, after having 
swallowed several hasty morsels of this reinforce- 
ment to the hermit’s good cheer. 

'About two mouths,’ answei'ed the father 
hastily, 

'By the true Lord,’ answered the knight, 
‘everything in your hennitago is miraculous, 
Holy Clerk ; for 1 would have been sworn that 
the fat buck which furnished this venison had 
been running on foot within the week.’ 

The hermit was somewhat discountenanced by 
this observation ; and, moreover, ho had made but 
a ])oor figure while gazing on the diramutiou of the 
pasty, on which his guest was making desperate 
inroads ; a warfare in which his ])rovious profession 
of ahstincuoe left him no })retoxt for joining. 

'1 have been iii Palestine, Sir Clerk,’ said the 
knight, sto])pii)g short of a sudden, 'and 1 be- 
think me it is a custom Llici'e that every host who 
entertains a guest shall assure him of the whole- 
someness of his food, l)y partaking of it along 
with him. Par be it from me to suspect so holy 
a man of aught inhospitable, ncvertholoss X will 
be highly bound lo you, would you comply with 
this Eastern cnstcim.' 

* T? uccessai y scruples, Sir Knight, 

I will for once depart lioiu my rule,’ replied Ihc 
hermit# And, os there were no forks in those 
days, lus ohitchcs were instantly in the bowels of 
the pasty. 

{The iceof ceremony being once broken, itseemed 
of nvalry botwoon the guest and the cn- 
;;l6rtainer which should display the best apjwtite ; 
itoa $>lthou^h the former had probably fasted 
Vttw hermit f^^irly surpassed him. 


* Holy Clerk,’ said the knight, when his hunger 
was appeased, would gage my good horse 

onder against a zcccliin, that that same honest 
coper to whom wc ai'e obliged for the venison, 
has left thee a stoiip of wine, or a runlet ofoanary, 
or some such trifle, by way of ally to this noble 
pasty. This would bo a circunistauce, doubtless, 
totally unworthy to dw ell in the memory of so 
rigid an anchorite ; yet, I think, wore you to 
search yonder crypt onco more, you would find 
that I am right in my conjecture.' 

The hermit replied by a grin ; and, returning 
to the hutch, lie produce 1 a leathern bottle, 
whicli might contain about four quarts. He also 
brought forth two large drinkiug cups, made out 
of the horn of the i(^rus, and hooped with silver. 
Having made this goodly provfsioii for washiug 
down the supper, ha seemed to think no further 
ceremonious bcru[)le necessary on his part ; but, 
filling botli cups, and saying, in the Saxon 
fashion, ' JFacs kael, Sir Sluggish Knight ! ’ he 
emptied his own at a draught. 

* Druic hady Holy Clcik of Copmauhurst ! ’ 
answered the warrior, and did his liost reason in 
a similar brimmer. 

'Holy Clerk,’ said the stranger, after the first 
cup was thus swallowed, ' I cannot but marvel 
that a man possessed of such thews and sinews 
as thine, and who therewithal shows the talent of 
so goodly a trencherman, should think of abiding 
by himself in this wilderness. In my judgment, 
you are fitter to ket*p a castle or a fort, eating of 
the fat and drinking of the strong, *chan to live 
hero upon ]>ulse and water, or even upon the 
charity of the keeper. At least, were 1 as thou, 
1 should find myself both disport and plenty out 
of the king’s deer. There is many a goodly herd 
in these forests, and a buck will never be missed 
that goes to the use of Saint Dunstan’s chaplain.' 

* Sir Sluggish Knight,’ replied the Clerk, 'these 
arc dangerous words, and 1 ])ray you to forbear 
them. I am tnie hermit to the king and law, 
’and were I to sijoil my liege’s game, I should bo 
sure of the prison, and, an my gowm saved me 
not, were in some peril of hanging.* 

'Xovertheless, were 1 us thou,’ said the knight, 
'X would take my walk by moonlight, wiien 
foresters and keepers were warm in bed, and ever 
and anon, — as 1 pattered my prayers, — X would 
let (ly a shaft among the herds of dun doer that 
feed in the glades. — liesol ve me, Holy Ofijik, hast 
thou never practised such a pastime 

* Friend Sluggard,’ aiisw’cred the hermit, 'thou 
hast seen all that can coucoru thee of my house- 
keeping, and somothing more than ho deserves 
who takes up his quarters by violence. Credit 
me, it Ls better to enjoy the good which God 
sends thee, than to bo impertinently curious how It 
comes Fill thy cup, anu welcome ; and do not, 1 
pray thee, by further impertinent inquiries, put mo 
to show that thou coulnst hardly have made good 
thy lodging had I been earnest to oppose thee.’ 

' By my faith,’ said the knight, 'tnou makest 
me more curious than ever 1 Thou art the most 
mysterious hermit I over met ; and 1 Vdll know 
more of thee ere wo port. M for thy threats, 
know, holy man, thou speakest to one whose 
trade it is to find out danger wheiPever it is to he 
met with.* ;* 

'Sir Sluggish Knight, I driiifft to thee,’ saJd 
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the bennit; 'respecting thy valour much, hut 
deeming wondrous slightly of thy discretion. It 
thou w4t take equal amis with me, I will give 
thee, in all friendship and brotherly love, such 
sufficing penance and complete absolution, that 
thou shaft not for the next twelve months sin 
the sin of excess and curiosity.’ 

The knight pledged him, and desired liiin to 
name his weapons. 

‘There is none,’ replied the hermit, ‘ from the 
scissors of Delilah, and the tenpenny nail ot 
Jael, to the scimitar of Uoliah, at wliich 1 am 
not a match for thee. — 15 ut if 1 am to make the 
election, what*6ayest thou, g»jod fiiend, to these 
trinkets ? ’ 

Tims speaking, he opened another hutch, and 
took out from it, a coujile broadsw'ords and 
bucklers, such as were used by the yeomanry 
of the period. The knight, who matched lus 
motions, observed tliat this second place of con- 
“cealment was fuiiiislieil with two or I luce good 
long-bows, a cross-bow, a bundle of Ijolts for llio 
latter, and half-a-dozen sheaves of arroN\s lor 
the former. A liai*]>, and other matters of very 
uncauonlcal appearance, were also visible vhcu 
this dark recess was 0})uued. 

* I promise thee, brother Clerk,’ said ho, ‘I will 
ask thee no more ollcnsivo questions. The con- 
tents of that Clipboard arc an answer to all my 
inquiries ; and I ace a wcaiion there * (hero ho 
stooped and took out the harp) *011 which I 
would more gladly prove my skill with thee, 
than at tho^word and buckler.’ 

‘ I hope, Sir Knight/ said the hermit, * thou 
hast given no good reason for thy surname of 
the Sluggard. I <lo ))romise tlice I suspect thee 
grievously. Nevertheless, thou art my guest, 
and I will not put tliy manhood to the proof 
without thine own free will. Sit thee down, 
then, and fill thy cup ; let us drink, sing, and be 
merry. If thou knowest ever a good lay, thou 
sbalt be weleftme to a nook of jiasty at Cop- 
manhurst so long as I serve the chajicl of Saint 
Duustan, which, ])lease Cod, sliall be till I change 
my grey covering for one of green turf. Hut 
come, fill a llagon, lor it will crave some lime to 
tune tlie harp; and nought pitches tlie voice and 
sharpens the car like a cup of wine. For my jmrt, 
1 love to feel the grape at my veiw finger-ends 
before they make the harp sLiiiigs tinkle.’ * 


CHAPTER xr/1. 

At eve, within yon studious nook, 

I ope mv brass-embossed book, 

Portray'd with many a holy deed 
Of raaityrs down’d with heavenly meed; 

Then, as my taper waxes dim, 

Chant, eie 1 sleep, my measuied hymn. 

IK 4 ♦ * 

Who but would cast liis pomp away, 

To take my staff and nmicc grey, 

And to the world’s tumultuous stage 
Prefer the peaceful HERMirA(<E? 

• Wart on. 

Notwithstandiito the prescription of the 
genial hermit, with which his guest willingly 

* The Jollv Hermit.— All readers, however slightly 
acquAinteia with black letter, must recognise in the Clerk 
of Copmaahurst Friar Tuck, the buxom Confessor of Robin 
Hood’s gang, the Curtid Fnar of Fountains Abbey. 


oomnliedy hh found it uo easy matter to bring 
the liari) to hr-rinony. 

‘Metninks, holy father,’ said he, ‘the instru- 
ment wants one string, and the rest iiave been 
somcw'hat uUsusod.’ 

* Ay, mark’st thou tliat ? ’ replied the hermit j 
‘that .shows thee a master of the craft. Wine 
.and wassail 1 ’ lie added gi’avely, casting itp his 
eyes — ‘ all the fault of wine and wassail I — Itold 
Allan -a -Dale, the northern minstrel, tliat he 
W'oiild ilamage the harj) if ho touched it after the 
seventh cup, but he would not be controlled, — 
Friend, I (Irink to thy successful poribrmaiice.’ 

So saying, ho took off lus cup with much 
gravity, at the same time shaking his head at 
the intemperance of the Scottisli harper. 

The knigiit, in the meantime, had brought 
tlie strings into some order, and, after a short 
prelude, asked his host whether he w'ould choose 
a sinrntc in the language of oc, or a lai in the 
language of oui, or a. Virdaij or a ballad in the 
vulg.ir Knglish.* 

‘ A ballad, a ballad,* said the hermit, ‘ against 
all the ocs and nu is of France. Do wnrigh t Knglish 
am I, Sir Knight, and dowmright English was my 
pati-oii, Saint Diinstaii, and scorned or and oui, as 
he would have sconied tlie parings of the devil’s 
hoof- downiight English alone shall be sung in 
this cell.’ 

‘ I will essay, then,* said the knight, ‘a ballad 
comi)osefl by a Saxon glecinan, wdiom I knew in 
Uoly Land.’ 

It speedily appeared, that if the knight was 
not a complete master of the minstrel art, his 
Usto for it liad at least been cultivated under 
tlio best iustructors. Ait had l.uight him to 
sollcii the faults ol a ^o^ce which had little 
conqiass, and w'as naturally rough rather than 
nicllow% and, in short, had done all that culture 
c.iu do in supplying natural deficieiicics. Ills 
perfonnaiice, tlicrcfoie, might have been termed 
very respectable by abler judges than the hermit, 
especially as the kniglit threw into the notes 
now a degree of spirit, and now of plaintive 
cntlin.siasin, which gave foicc and energy to the 
verses wdiioh he sung. 

‘tCbt Cru;enbn‘> Jlcturii. 

1. 

Hit'll deeds achieved of knightly fame, 

From I’alestinc the champion came; 

The cross upon his shoulders home, 

Battle and blast had dimm'd and torn. 

Each dint upon his baltei’d shield 
W4S token of a fnuguten field ; 

And thus, beneath his lady’s bower, 

He sung, os fell the twilight hour ; — 

2 . 

‘Joy to the fair ! —thy knight behold. 

Return d from yonder land of gold ; 

No wealth l»e biings, nor wealth can need. 

Save his good arms and battle-steed ; 

Ills spurs, to dash against a foe, 

His lance and sword to lay him low; 

Such all the trophies of his toil. 

Such— and the hope of Tekla's smile I 

3. 

* Joy to the fair I whose constant knight 
Her favour fired to feats of might; 

Unnoted shall she not remain, 

Where meet the bright and noble train; 

Minstrel shall sing and herald tell— 

“Mark yonder maid of beauty well, 

Tis she for whose bright eyes was won 
The listed field at AjSalon 1” « 


* Note D. MinsUrelsy. 



f Mote W«ll her «mUe Mt ed^bd the blede 

J Which fifty wives to widows made, 

When, vain his strength and Mahound’s spell, 
Iconium's turban’d Soldan fell. 

Seest thou her locks, whose sunny glow 
Half shows, half shades, her neck of snow? 
Twines not of them one golden tliiead, 

But for Us sake a Payniin bled." 

^oy to the fail I— my name unknown, 

}i!acn deed, and all its praise thine own: 

7'hen, oh ! unbar this churlish gate, 

The night dew falls, the hour is late. 

Inured to Syria's glowing bitath, 

I feel the north bree/e chill as death ; 

Let grateful love quell maiden sliamc, 

And grant him bliss who brings thee fame/ 

During this performance, the hermit demeaned 
himself much like a lirst-rate ciitic of tlie j/res^iit 
day at a new opera, lie reclined ba(‘k upon )iis 
seat, with his eyes half shut ; now, folding his 
hands and twisting his thumbs, he seemed 
absorbed in attention, and anon, balancing his 
expanded palms, he gently flouribhed them in 
time to tlio music. At one or two favourite 
cadences, ho threw in a little assistance of his 
own, where the knight’s voice secmotl unable to 
carry the air so high as hi& worshipful taste 
iipproved. When the song was ended, the 
ancliorite emphatically dcclaicd it a good one, 
and well sung. 

* Andy et,* said he, ‘ I think my Saxon country- 
men had herded long enough with the Normans, 
to fall into the toue of their melancholy ditties. 
What took the honest knight from home? or 
tvhat could he expect but to find his mistress 
agreeably engaged with a rival on liis return, 
and his serenade, os they call it, a.s little rcgaideil 
as the caterwauling of a cat in the gutter? 
Nevertheless, Sir Knight, I drink this cup to 
thee, to the success of all true loveis —1 fear 
you are none,* he added, on observing that the 
knight (whoso brain began to be heated with 
these repeated draughts) (pialiticd his flagon 
with tho water jiitcher. 

'Why/ said the knight, ‘did you not tell 
that this water was from the well of your 
blessed patron, Saint Dunstan ? * 

*Ay, truly,' said the liennit, ‘and many a 
hundred of pagans did lie baptize there, but 1 
never heard that ho drank any of it. Every- 
thing should be put to its jirojicr use in this 
world. Saint Dunstan know, as well as any 
one, the prerogatives ol a jovial friar ' 

And so saying, he reached the harp, and 
euterteined his guest with tho following eharac- 
teriatic song, to a sort of dorry-down chorus | 
appropriate to an old English ditty.* j 

‘She ^ntfoiAib 

X. 

rij th^, good fellow, a twelvemonth or twain, 

To 9wrch Europe through, from Ilyzantmm to Spain; 

find, should y<m scaich till you tire, 
go happy a man Ob th e IJarefootcd Inir. 

proper to remind the reader, that the chorus 
’ IS supposed to be as antuT c, not only as 
lH mm of the Ifcptar^y, but as those of the Druids, 
jm >0 Nns fwoished the chorus to the hymns of those 
wen they went to the wood to gather 


«> * 

Your knight (or his Udy pricks forth in career, 

And IS brought home at even^song prick'd through with 
a spear: 

I confess him in haste-^or his lady desires 
No comfort on earth save the Barefooted^ Friar’s. 

3. 

Your monarch?— Pshaw I many a prince has been known 
To barter his robes for our cowl and our gown ; 

But which of us e'er felt the idle desire 
lo exchange for a crown the grey hood of a Friar 1 

The Ftiar has walk'd out, and where’er he has gone, 
Ihe land and its fatness is m irk’d for his own; 

He can roam where he lists, he can stop when he tires, 
Foi evciy man’s house is the Barefooteii Friar’s. 

He’s expected at noon, and^uo wight ^tlll he comes 
May profane the great chair, or the porridge of plums ; 
For the best of the ch ‘cr, and the seat by the fire, 

Ts the undented right of the Barefooted Friar, 

6 . 

He’s expected at night, and the pasty’s made hot. 

I hey bi oach the brown ale, and they fill the black pot, 
And the goodwife would wish the goodman in /be mir^ 
Lite he lack’d a soft pillow, the Baiefooted Friar, 

7 * 

I,ong fioutish the sandal, the cord, and the cope, 

Ihe dread of the devil and trust of the Pope; 

1 or to gather life s roses, unscathed by the briar, 

Is granted alone to the Barefooted Friar. 

‘By my troth,' said tho knight, ‘thou liast 
sung well and lustily, and in high ])iai8e of 
thine order. And, talking of the devil, Holy 
Oleik, are you not aft aid lie may pay you g 
visit during bome of youi uncanouical pastimes?* 
‘I imcanonical I ' answered thoihennit; ‘I 
scorn the charge— I scorn it w itli my heels ! — I 
serve the duty of my chapel duly and truly. 
Two masses daily, moniiiig and evening, primes, 

noons, and vesjiers, aves, credos, paters^ 

‘ Excepting moonlight nights, when the veni- 
son is in season,' said his guest. 

excijpicndis,' replied the liemilt, ‘as 
our old abbot taught me to say, when impertinent 
laymen sliuiild ibk me ii I kept eVeiy punctilio 
uf mine ordei.' 

‘True, holy father,’ said the knight; ‘but 
the devil is apt to kecji aii eye on such excep- 
tions ; he goes about, tliou knowest, like a 
roaring lion.' * 

‘ Let liim roar hcie if he dares,' said the ftiar; 

‘ a touch of my cord will make him roar as loud 
as the tongs of Saint Dunstan himself did. 1 
never feared man, and 1 as little fear the devil 
and his imps. Saint Dunstan, Saint P3(d>)fiOf 
Saint Winibald,’t3aiiit Winifred, Saint Swibrn^ 
Saint Willick, not forgetting Saint Thdmiw gv 
Kent, and my own poor merits to speed, I defy 
every devil ot them, come cut and long tail.**— 
But, to let you into a seciot, I never speak upon 
suoh subjects, my friend, until after mormng 
vespera.' 

Ho changed the conversation ; fast and ftitiouk 
grew the miiih of tho parties, and many a $ong 
was exchanged betwixt them, when their ^veji 
wore interrupted by a loud knockix^^at thu 
door of tho hermita^. . < 

Tho occasion of this interruption can 
only explain by resuming the adventu^res of 
another set of our oharactors; fat, Ifke old 
Ariosto, we do not pi^^ue ourselves upon 00a* 
tinning uniformly to keep company Mrith any 
I one personage of our drama* ^ 




CXtATtTMR XVI/J. 

Amy I our journey Ues through dell and dingle, 
Where the blithe fawn trip$ by its timid mothei, 
Where the broad oak, with intercepting liouglis. 
Chequers the sunbeam in the greensward alley — 

Up and awayl~-for lovely paths are these 
To tread, when the glad is on his throne ; 

Lets pleasant, and less safe, when Cynthia's lamp 
With doubtful glimmer lights the dreaiy forest. 

lOriKlCK J OREST. 

WHBtf Cedric the Saxon saw liis son drop 
do^m sensclesB in the lists at A.shhy, liis first 
^pulse was to order him into tlio custody and 
oare of his own attendants, hut tho woids choked 
in his throat. He could no| bring himself to 
aokoowledge, in ilresenco of such an assembly, 
tho son whom he had renounoetl and disinherited. 
He ordered, however, Oswald to keep an ejo 
upon him; and directeil tliat officer, vith two 
of his serfs, to convey Tvanlioe to Asliliy as soon 
os tho crowd had dis])crse<l. Oswald, liowc\or, 
was anticipated in this good office. The crowd 
dispersed, indeed, but tlie kiiigbt was nowheie 
to be seen. 

It was in vain that Oedric’s cupbearer lookeil 
around for his young master — lie saw tlie bloody 
spot on which ho had lately sunk down, but 
himself he saw no longer ; it seemed as if the 
fairies had conveyed him from the spot. Per- 
haps Oswald (for the Saxons were very super- 
stitions) might have adopted some such hypo- 
thesis to account for Ivanhoo's (lisajipcaianoc, 
had he not suddenly cast his eve upon a person 
attired like a squire, in whom he lecognised the 
features of his fellow-servant Gurtli. Anxious 
oonceming his master's fate, and in despair at 
his sudden disappearance, the tianslatcd swine- 
herd was searching for him everywhere, and 
had n^lected, in doing so, the concealment on 
which his own^fety depended. Oswald deemed 
it his duty to secure Gurtli, as a fugitive of 
whose fate his master was to judge. 

Renewing his inquiries concerning tho fate of 
Iranhoe, the only infonnatioii which tho cup- 
bearer could collect from the hvstanders wa.s, 
that the knight had been raiseu with care by 
certain well-attired grooms, and placed in a 
litter belonging to a lady among the s^icctators, 
which had immediate!}^ tran%portcd him out of 
the^press. Oswald, on receiving this intelligcncr , 
resolved to return to his master for further 
instmctioiiB, carrying along with him Gurth, 
^hom he considered in some sort as a deseiior 
fr6m the service of Cedric. 

Ihe Saxon had been under very intense and 
sgonising apprehensions concerning bis son ; for 
liattlre hod asserted her rights, in spite of the 
patriotio stoicism which laboured to disown lier. 
JSut sooner was he informed that Ivanhoo 
Waa Jn careful, and probably in friendly hands, 
tha^li th^ paternal anxiety which had been excited 
^ hjr the duWety of his fate, gave way anew to the 
, feeling pf iiyured pride and resentment at what 
W‘ terthea Wilfred's filial disobedience. ‘Let 
hiril wander his way,' said he— ‘let those leech 
hls wotinas for whoee sake he encountered them. 
W is jEjttet to' do the Juggling tricks of the 
Ifonnan ohivalij ihsm to maintaSp the /ame and 


and browtt^bdli iho gfm ,pld ^Vmpone of the 
country.' ** 

‘If to maintain the liohonr of ancestty,' said 
Rowena, who was jiresent, ‘ it is sufficient to be 
wise in council and brave in execution-^to be 
boldest among the bold, and gentlest among the 
gentle, 1 know no voice, save iiis father’s'-—^ 

‘ lie silent, Lady Kowcua I — on this subject^ 
only I hoar you not. l*iej>are yourself for thS 
juince's festival ; wc have been summoned thither' 
with unw'ontcd eiicumstance of honour and of 
(‘ourtesy, siieli as the haughty Normans haro 
rarely used to our race since the fatal day of 
Hastings. Thitlier will I go, were it only to 
.show these proud Noiinans how little tho fate of 
a son, who could defeat their bravest, can affect 
a Saxon.' 

‘Thither,' said Rowena, ‘do I kot go ; and I 
pi.iy you to beware, lost what you mcan^ for 
courage and obstinacy shall be accounted hard- 
ness of lionit.’ 

‘Remain at Lome, then, ungrateful lady,* 
answered Cedric ; ‘ tbinc is the hard heart, 
which can sacrifice the iveal of an o])pressed 
I»eoplc to an idle and nnaullioriml attachment. 

I seek tho noble Athclstanc, and with him attend 
the banquet of John of Anjou.' 

lie went accordingly to the banquet, of which 
we have already mentioned the i)rinci 2 )al events. 
Immediately upon retiring from the castle, tho 
Saxon thanes, with their attendants, took horse ; 
.iiid it was during tho busllo w’hich attonjded 
their doing so, that Crdiie, for tho first time, 
cast his eyes upon the descitcr Gurth. The, 
noble Saxon bad leturned fiom the banquet, as 
xvo have seen, in no veiy ^daeid humour, and 
wanted but a pretext for wreaking bis anger 
nj)on some one. * The gyves ! ’ be said, * the 
gyves ! — Osw’ald— Ilundibert ! — Dogs and vil- 
lains I — why leave ye the knave uniettered ? * 
Without daring to remonstrate, the com- 
panions of Gurth hound him xvith a halter, as 
the readiest cord which occurred. lie submitted 
to tho operation without remonstrance, except 
that, darting a reproachful look at his master, 
he said, ‘ This comes of loving your flesh and 
blood better than mine owti.' 

‘To horse, and forward 1 ' said Cedric. ^ 

*lt is indeed full time,’ said tho noble Athel- 
stane ; ‘ for, if wo ride not the faster, the worthy * 
Abbot Waltheoffs i>repaiations for a 
supjrer* ivill be altogether .spoiled.* 

The travellers, however, used such speed as 
reach the convent of Saint Withold’s before tli|0 
ap^irehended evil took jdace. The abbot, hinii* , 
self of ancient Saxon descent, received the noblq * 
Saxons w'ith the profuse and exuberant hospitVi 
ality of their nation, wherein they indulgoa W 
a late, or rather an early hour ; nor did they 
take leave of their reverend host the next mom* 
ing until they had shared with him a sumptuous 
refection. ' ' 

As the cavalcade left the court of the monss- 
tory, an incident happened somewhat aWmln^t 
to tho Saxons, who, of all people of Europe^ were 
most addicted to a superstitious obsemnP^ 'Of 
omens, and to whose opinions caiif be 



4^118 being a ranxed race, and better 
.^ed accoiditig to the information of the 
had lost most of the stipeistitioiis pie 
ad^QO^v^hieh thou ancestors hid bi ought noni 
‘ andinavia, andxiuiuod thonisehes upon think 
ing fieely on suih topics 
In the ])rcspiit lustanco. the appiehtnsioii of 
hnponding evil was insjuied by no less respet tabic 
a prophet than a laigi lean blick dog, whnh, 
sitting upright, howlal most inteoiiHly as the 
foremost iidois left the gate and jucsonflj ifter 
wards, baikmg'wildl}, ind luinning to and fio, 
seemed bent ujion attat lung itst if to flu paity 
‘I like not that nmsic, iithci (cdiu, said 
Athelstane, foi by this title of inspect ho w 
accustomed to iddioss him 
* Noi I eithei , uncle, sii I W iniha , * I gicatly 
feai we f>luU hve to piy the [nptr 

*Iu my mind,* sud Ailulstiin ui>on 'whose 
memory iho abbots gooi ale (t>i I union was 
already famous toi tliat gniul liq loi) h id in ide 
a faVOUiable iinpicssion Mn iny niind 'wc hi I 
bettei turn hick, anl ahnh with iho abliot until 
the afternoon It is unlucky to tiavcl 'whcic 
your path is ciossfrl hy a monk, a hare, oi a 
howling dog, until you hive oaten youi lie\t 
Sieal * 

‘Away* said Ct III impatielitlj ‘the diy 
iS alioiuy too 'ihoiL foi oui jouiney loi tin 
dog, I know it to hi tin lui of tlie luiuway 
slava Uurth, a iisoltss fugitm, likt its niastoi * 
So saying, and using at the same tunc in his 
stnrups, impatient at the intciniption of Ins 
journey, he launched his javelin at poor Tangs 
— fot Fangs it was, 'who, having traced his master 
thus fai ujion his stolen cxjudition, had heio 
lost him, and was now, in his uncouth way 
rejoicing at his icapiieaiancc The javolin in 
fiicted a wound upon the animal s shoulder, and 
narrowly missed pinning him to the cuitli , and 
Fangs tied howling ficin the xuobciue oi the 
enraged thane (nurth s hoait swelled withm 
lum , foi ho felt this ineditited slaughtoi ot his 
Jhithful adherent m a degieo much uocpei than 
the harsh tioatment he had himsrlf received 
i&Ving in vain attempted to laise his hand to 
hts eyes, he said to Wainba, who, seeing his 
lltia&ter*s ill humoui, hid pindcntly retreated to 
the jcai, 'I piay thee, do mo the kuidnoss to 
■^pc my eyes with the sViit of thy mantle , the 
aii'-i ofends me, and these bonds will not lot 
mo help niystlf one way oi anotbci * 

Wamba did Lim the seivice lie requited, and 
they rode side by side for some tune, duiing 
iWhich Gurth m untamed a moody silence At 
Jaf^h hf coul i repi as Ins feelings no longer 
^aend 'Wamba,' saitl lie, ‘of all those who 
4^ loola enough to seivt Ccdiic thou alone hast 
enough to i lakc thy folly a ccptablo to 
Go to him, thciefirf, and tell him that 
fw love noi fcai will Guith servo him 
He may stake the head from mo — ^lie 
irge me — he may load me with irons — 
eiRirth he shall no^cr compel me either 
pb^him (lo to him, then, and 
the sou of Beowulph 




‘I oaie not,* replied toim hA 

makes a mai k of me Festeidiiy left W 

my young mastci i lua blood, TOvdajr be Jwf 
stiivcu to kill ucfoie my lace tho only 
living cicature that ever showed ilie ktndnstti 
By Saint Jtdmuud, Saint piinstaP, damt 
old, Sunt Bdwaid the Confessori Md, 
otliei Saxon sunt in the calendar^ (foT OMpb 
ne\ or sw oi o by an> that was not of 'll 

and all his household had the same !!hfic6e4 
devotion), ‘ 1 will nevci foi give him I * 

‘lo my thinking, now, sud tUe Jesteit 
was ficqucntly wont ti act as x>cacemake]|'^ 
fjmiiy, ‘oui mastci did no^ pro|foSe to 
langs, but only to alFiight lum Fotf 
obsti\ed, he lost m his stirrups, as 
mi luing to oveu ist the mark , and So ] 
hive done, but langs, hap^xiiing to 
at 1h( 'veiy moment, iictncd a sciatCiH 
will he bound to he il with a jenny 
tai 

‘ If I thought so s lid Gui th — ‘ if 11 
think ‘■0 blit no 1 saw the javelin Wai^ 
aimed - 1 lioaid it whizz thiough the ain 
the wiathful inalci olcncc of him w ho ( 
it qimercd aftci it hid jut died in 
4 S if with ugut loi luMiig missed^ 

By tin hog dt u to Saint Anthony, ^ 
him * * 

And the indignant swuuhcrdB resulted 
sulk 11 silence which no eiloits of the jeirtUBT, 
could agun induce lum to bieak 

Meanwhile ( ediic and Atholstane, thii leadSTf 
of tlie troop, conversed together on the state 01 
the land, on the dissensions of the loyal fiuflityi 
on tla' feuds and quaricls among tlie Kormiei 
nobles, and on the chance winch there Was tuat 
the oxquessed baxons might be able tO free 
selves lioni the yoke of the Normans, or at 
to elevate thomsdves into national oous^qtleh^^ 
ami mdc])endcnce, duiiug the civil ooUvuleib^ 
which were likely to ensue On this suhj0o| 
Ccdiic was all animation Tlie lestorahou m 
the indipendcnco of his lace was the ido} OT 
Ills hi ait, to whiih he had williii(^1y sacrijBptm! 
domestic happiness and the mteri sis of his S0U« 
But, 111 oidci to dfhievi this great reitoltltiou 
favoui of the natiio English, it 'was po ' 
thit they should ]>o united among fAsur . 
and act iiidci an acknowledged h0s4* 
ueeessity of ijioosmg then chief from 
blood loyal was not oiaJy evident itt 
had been mode a solemn condiiioB uy i 
whom Cedric had cntiustod with has ^ ' 
and hopes Athelstane had this quA4^ 
and though he had kw mental a 
01 talents to recominoiid lum as t 
still a gOodly jieison, was no 
accustomed to martial exercisSe, 
willing to defer to the ad'wee of i 
wise than himself Above all, h 
be liberal and hospitable, ahd 
good naturod. But whatever 
stano had to he eonsidered « 
ooufetjieraoy. many of i 
id to Ms tk£ti edf 1 



of a tiird party, as forniid- 
^,a^y of the others. To coiiuter- 
descent, he had courage, 
fefiisgy, and, above all, that devoted 
tivtO the cause which had procured 
lithet of IiiE Saxon, and his birth 
none, exciting only that of 
e a?id his ward. These qualities, liow-- 
-unalloyed by the slightest shade of 
'and, instead of dividing yet further 
licked nation by fonning a faction of his 
llijt iraia a leading parte of Cedric’s plan to 
*;^h that whicli already existed, by pro- 
^ marriage betwixt Rowena and Athel- 
i An obstacle occurred to this his favourite 
m the mutual attachment of his ward 
^ soh ; and hence the original cause of the 
ment of Wilfred from the house of his 




stem measure Cedric had adopted, in 
during AVilfred’a absence, Rowena 
alniinquish her preference, but in this hope 
disappointed ; a disappointment which 
attributed in part to the mode in which 
had been educated. Cedric, to whom 
of Alfred was os that of a deity, had 
sole remaining scion of that great 
a degree of observance, such as, 
was in those days scarce paid to an 
^S^^<tMed^d princess. Rowena’s will had been 
W^wLost cases a law to his household : and 


himself, as if determined that her sove- 
r should be fully acknowledged within 


ifftla circle at least, seemed to take a pride 
tts the first of her subjects. Thus 
lU the exercise not only of free-will, 
authority, Rowena was, by her 
education, disposed both to resist and 
any attempt to control her alfections, 
of her hand contrary to her inclina- 
^d to assert her independence in a case 
those females who have been 
up to obedience and subjection, oi'c not 
apt to dispute the^ authority of 

a innr? imvATifs 'riin ornnions wbinli 




8 and imrents. The opinions which she 
f, she avowed boldly; and Cedric, 
not free himself from his habitual 
e; jbo her opinions, felt* totally at a loss 
III; enforce his authority of guardian. 

in Vain that he attempted to dazzle her 
^p^pect of a visionary throne. Row- 
strong sense, neither con- 
^Tplan as practicAle, nor as desirable, 
jh^.was concerned, could it have been 
^**l^out attempting to conceal her 
isnee for Wilfred of lyanhoe, she 
were that favoured knight out 
Wf uld rather take refuge in a 
hi^i^iiare a throne «with Athelstane, 
" Always despised, she now begai^ 
^e^^Vouble she received on . his 


L'.. 



OVU ili M 

f arded! as" almost a death ;tp 
[is paternal affection, it is true^ 
stant gained the victojy over pride 
ism ; but both had returned in 
under their joint operation, he wssj*^^’ 
upon making a determined eftbrt foif ' 
of Athelstane and Rowena, together with< 
ing those other measures which seemed h 
to forward tlie restoration of Saxon indepe]i4ii 
On this last subject he was now 
with Athelstane, not without having refis^ff 
every now and then, to lament, like 
that lie should have moved such a dish of skihuq‘^ 
milk to so honourable an action. Atholsmi 
it is true, was vain enough, and loved to iVayi 
his ears tickled with talcs of his high des^sul 
and of his riglit by inheritance to homc|gQ an^ 
sovereignty. But his petty vanity ws^s eiiffi 
ciently gratified by receiving this homa^'at tb 
hands of his immediate attendants, and of th 
Saxons who approached Inm. If he had th 
courage to encounter danger, he at least hii^ 
the trouble of going to seek it ; and while Jb< 
agreed in the general princij)lcs^ laid dowh b; 
Cedric concerning the claim of the Saxoha 
independence, and was still more easily conyinb^ 
of his own title to reign over them wheu 
independence should be attained,' yet when t|| 
means of asserting these rights came to be 
cussed, he was still ‘ Athelstane the Unread^, 
slow, irresolute, procrastinating, and uuent^rpria 
ing. The warm and impassioned exhortauoAi 
of Cedric had as little effect upon his impassl^ 
temper, as red-hot balls alighting in the wal^ 
which produce a little sound and smoke,, iftht 
are instantly extinguished. 

If, leaving this task, which might be dbm 
pared to spun-ing a tired jade, or to liammeJitij 
upon cold iron, Cedric fell back to his wa^ 
Rowena, he received little more satisfaofjid; 
from conferring with her. For, as his prese^ic 
interrupted the discourse between tlie lady,iaii< 
her favourite attendant upon the gallantry aAf 
fate of Wilfred, Elgitha failed not to 
both her mistress and herself, by reeprrini^S 
the overthrow of Athelstane in the 
most disagi'eeablo subject which could 
ears of Cedric. To this sturdy Saxon, 
the day’s journey was fraught witli all' 
of displeasure and discomfort ; so i^ait 
than once intenially cursed the toumam^tS^ 
ddm who had proclaimed it, tojgether 
own folly In over thinking of gouig 
At noon, upon the motion of 
travellers paused in a woodland 
fountain, to repose their horses and! 
some provisions, with which the hospi^^||fi% 
had load^ a sumpter mule. 
a pretty long one ; and these seveml 
tions render^ It impossible for.tli^ 
reach Rotheb^ood without trivelllni^ilM^ 


a eqnvictinki vhkh Induced, th^ 





* CHAPTER XIX. 

A trAin of armed men, some noble dime 
LscorUnf» (so thtir scatter d worls disccverd, 

As unieicened 1 hum, ujon then ic ir) 

Arc rljse at hand and mean to jass the ni^ht 
Within the castle 

ORI a, a 1 RAC KDY 

The travellers hid now n ached the \cipL of 
the wooded country, and were ibout to ])luivc 
ID to its lot esses, lidd daiigtums at that tinit 
fiom the imnihor of outll^^s wlnm oppie sim 
and poveity hid diivtn to dcsnui iiid who 
occupied the foicsts in sudi laigt bni Is as coul I 
easily bid dthaiuc to tlic hchk j) bt< ot the 
poiiod Fiom these io\eis, howtvti iiotwith 
standing the litciuss of tli h nii Ccdiu an I 
Athelstano it oniittd themsehos kuio as they 
had m lUciidinct tdi s<i\ints besides Wanila 
and Gmth, wlust iid tould not bt c mnttd upon 
the one being a i(st(i anl the other a ciptiM 
It may be ildtd thil in ti lulling thus lib 
through the f)i I st Ccdii ind Ath Mine idi I 
on thou descent and clinic ter as well as tliiii 
touiage The ontliws whom the' scieiit> ot the 
forest laws liad lodiictd to this loiing ml di 
sporate mode of lib wcit chiefly pc isants ii d 
yoom n of Sa\on descent, and woie generally 
supposed to lOspect the peisoiis lud pi ope it} of 
thtir countryman 

As the tiaicUeis lourncyed on the ii way, they 
weie alarmtd by uptiteci erics for issi&tanec , 
and when the} loh up to the plaec fioinw lienee 
they c lino, they weie suiinistl to laid a hoi sc 
litter placed upon the giouiid beside which sit 
a young worn in, inhly diossccl in the Jewish 
lashion, whil m old mm whose '\tllow cap 
pioeUiined him to btljiig to tiu same nation 
walked up and down with gc stuns ot the deepest 
dospiii, and wrung his bauds, is il aflecttcT b} 
some stiange disaster 

To the inciuiiies of Athclstane and ( tdiic the 
old Jew could foi some time only answer by in 
yoking the protection of all the jnliiaichs of the 
Old Jestament siieccssiich against the <»ons of 
Ishniatl, who weie coming to smite them, hip 
and thigh, with the edge of the svord When 
he began to come to liimsc It out of tins agon} 
teiioi, Isaac of York (fn it w i our old fiicnd) 
wi9 at length able to ( \| liin that he had hireci 
a body guild of si\ mm at Ashb} , together with 
mules foi e irrying tic httei ot a sick fiiend 
The pait} hid aiuhitiken to escoit him as fii 
as Doncaster The y had come thuj f ir m safety, 
but, Imiiig itcenel information fiom a wooci 
cuitei that there was a stiong hand of outlaws 
lying in wait in the woils before them Isaac s 
merccnauos 1 il i ot only taken flight, but had 
oanied off with them the hoise-. which bore the 
litter, and 1 ft the Jew and his daughtei, with 
out the mr Ills eitl ci cl cl Vnee or of retreat, to 
be plundered ml pi 1 d ly miirdeied, b} the 
'banditti, whom th'*y e\| cted every moment 
lirould bring down upon them ‘Would it but 
Ijlease youi valours,’ iddtd isau, m a tone of 
humiliation, ‘to permit the jooi Jews to 
uudeir your sifeguaid, I sweat by the 
|ubkt W otir that naver has favour been 
Il ubiJd p( Israel siuos the days 
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of our paptivity, which shall bo more grateiMIy 
aeknowloa^d 

‘Dog or a Jew T said AthelstaUe, whose 
mcmoiy was of that potty kind which stores np 
tiiflcs of all kinds, but particularly trifling 
cifftnees ‘dost not romcmoei how thou, didst 
he aid us in the gillei^ jt the tili yard?. Fight 
or flee, oi couipound \ itli the outlaws as thou 
dost list ask neithei ud noi company fiom us , 
and if they rob only Muh as thoe, who loh aU 
tlie woild I tor mine )wn share, shall hold 
them light honest folk 

Celiu did not assent ts the sevoie jnoposal 
of his comp m ion ‘We lull elo better, said 
he ‘to leave iliun two of oiii attendants and 
two horses t> convey Hum hack to the next 
viiiigr It will cllnnnish oifr strength but 
little , and with -voiii good sv\oid, noble Ailiel 
stane and tlic ud of tliose who icmain, it will 
he hgl I woik for ns to fiee twenty of those 
lunigil es 

Row cm, somcwhit alnniod by the mention 
of outlaws in foice and so neii ihtm, stiongly 
sf conch d the ])ioposil of hoi gi irdian l?ut 
Kcbecci suddenly (putt nig lit i defected nostmo, 
md making her wa} tluough the attendants to 
tlio palliey ol the Si\on hciy knelt down, and, 
aftei the Oiicntil fashion m uldicsungsuponoi^, 
kissed the lum of Rowcnis girmcnt Then 
using and thi owing hsek her veil, she imploiod 
her, in the gieit inmc of the (ud whom they 
both w 01 shipped ind by tbit icv elation ol the 
liw upon Blount Sinai m which th } both be 
licved, that ho would have (oin}>assion upon 
tlicm, md siiflti the m to go loiw ud under their 
sifcguaid II is not loi myself that I piay 
this iavoui Slid Riheeea ‘no’ is it even for 
Hut ]>ooi old man 1 know that to wiong and 
to spoil oil! n ition is a liglit 1 lult, if not a meat 
with the ( Inisti ins and wh it is it to us whether 
it he done in the cit} in tlu desert, oi m the 
lie hi ^ Rut it IS in the name of one deal to 
nun}, anel di ir even to voii that I beseech you 
to 1 t this sick pc I son hr ti mspoited with cai'O 
and tciulniicss undoi }cui ]» election For, if 
evil tluiKo h m, the list moment of youi Ufa 
would 1)0 embittcud with rfgict for dcn}ing 
that which I isk ol yon 

riic noble and ‘solemn iir with which Rebecca 
male this appcil gave it louhh weight with 
the fail Sixon 

‘The mm is old md feeble,’ she said to her 
giiaidun, ‘the maickn young and beautiful, 
their fiiond sick and m ])eiil of his hfo — ^Jewa 
though they be, we cannot as Christians leave 
them in this cvtremit} Let them unload two 
of the siim)>tci mules, and })ut the baggage 
bchin 1 two of tlu scifs The mules may trails'^ 
])oit tlie liltei and we ha-ve led hoiscs fqr the 
old man and his diughter 

Ocdiir readily assented to what she ptopo$0(L 
and Athelstaiu only added the condition, ‘that 
they should liavtl in the reai^ of th® avhple 
juity, where Wamha,’ ho said, * might attend 
tliem with his shield of hoai s brawn." 

‘I have left my shii'ld in the tilt- yard,’ 
answered the lestcr, ‘as has been tho fate of 
many a better knight than myself ’ 

Athelstano colour od deeply, for snoh had been 
his own fata on the Ust day of tljip { 




Ktourdna, who was pleased m the same 
ptopoHio^^ ^ if to nnko amends loi the biutil 
last m her unfeeling suitoi, icqucstcd Rtbccca 
to nde by her side • 

*tt were not lit I should do so,’ aiiswdul 
Eebecca, with proud lnmiiht> , * w htic ni> soou ty 
might li held a disgrace to in) | lotictuss * 

By this time the di i of b h islil^ 

achieved , foi the single >\oid ‘outlaws n udcicd 
everyone suffieicntly ihit, and tin a^qnowh of 
twilight made the somul )et inoK iiiqussne 
Amia the bustle Ciuilh u is tikeii liom hoibe 
back, in the course of uhidi leiiioi il In pn \ iilt d 
Upon the jester to sJ k k the coid uill uliidi his 
arms wore hound It m is so ingligi iitly n 
fastened, poihans iiitmtioi^illy on tin j>iit of 
Wamba, that (lUith found no diiliculty m In dug 
Ins arms altogetlnr liom loinligt, iiid then, 
gliding into tie thicket, he nude his esc ipc 
fioui tlic patty 

Tho bustle hid bun coiisidci ihlc, ainl il was 
some time before (iiuth is missed , loi, as In 
Was to bo pined foi tho ust of tin loiiimy 
behind a scivant, c^( ly ono supposed tint sonic 
othei of hia eompinions hid him uinhi his 
custody, and mIuii it Ik gin 1o be whispdid 
among them tint (iiiith liid actually chsa]> 
peared, they iveic iiinlci siuh imincdiitc expect 
ailon of an attic k fiom tin outlaws, tint it uas 
not held convenient to piy much attc ition to 
the eiicumstaiiec 

Tho path u]»oii which tlu paity tiaxllcd w is 
now so narAw, as not to idniit, with an) soit of 
convemenee, alovc two iideis ibi< ist and begin 
to descend into a dingle tiueised by a biook, 
Whose banks wen bi okc ii, sw ini] ) , and o\ < i 
gtown with dw iif willows ( ediir and Atlicl 
stane, who wen at tin In xcl of then ictiniK, 
saw the risk of ben g ittukcd at this piss, hut 
neithei of them h u ing h id niiu h pi leticc in w u , 
nobettei inode c t inexonting tlu d ingei oc cunt cl 
to them than that they should hasten thiough 
the defile as fast as possible Adxancing, there 
fore, without much oiclei, tiny had just cios ed 
ilie brook with a put of tlitir follow us, when 
they were assailed in fiont, 11 ink, and icai it 
onee, with an impetuosity to whieh, in then 
confused and ill pupaicd eondituii, it w is im 
possible to oiler cllcetuil lesistiiicc he shout 
of * A white diagon '—a wJutc drigon » Saint 
George for nieriy Lnghnd • ’ war cues adept ed 
by the assailants, as l)elongiug»to tlnir assumed 
character of Saxon outlaws w is heiid on cvciy 
Bide, and on every side eneinns appeiicd with 
a rapidity of advinec and attack which scuiiod 
to multiply tliui nuinhcis 

Both the Saxon chicts wcie made piisoncis at 
the same moment, and each nndei uuuiiistinres 
0^preS3lve of his chai icti i Ccdiic , the inst int 
an aneiAy appeared, launched at liim liis ic 
maining javelin, which, taking better cfleet than 
that wnieb he had huilcd at 1 mgs, nailed the 
man agsAnst an oak treo that hapjiencd to ho 
behind him Thus fai successful, Cediie 
apUrted his hoi so against a second, drawing Ins 
swdiNl at the same time, and striking with such 
mponsidorate Airy, that liis weapon encounteiod 
a thidk branch which hung over him, and he 
'Ifaa disarmed by tho violence of his own blow, 
m ym laetantly made pnsoneri and pulled 


from his hofsO by two or tlucc of the bi^ditti 
who eiowdcd mound him. Athclstane shared 
Ills captivity, his biidlo having been seized, and 
he liimsdf foieibly dismounted, long before ho 
could diaw his weapon, or assume any posture 
of eilcctual di fence 

Tlu attcudaufs, cinhaii isscd with 
ipiiscd and teiiihed at the fate of llicir 
inistei, fill an cisy jicy to tho assailants; 
while the Lidy Row cm, in the (cntic of the 
eivaleadc, iiid tlu kw and his dinghter ill thO 
leii, cxpciiuictd the same nn luitune 

Of all the tiiin none escaped except Wamha, 
who showed upon the oceisiou inneh more 
coinage thin those who pi c tended to greater 
sense lit posses ed himself of i swoid belong- 
ing to oiu of the domestics who was pist diaw** 
ing it with a taidy ind iiicsdute hand, laid it 
iboiit him 111 e a lion, diove luck several who 
i])pioiehcd him, mel mule i biiie, though m- 
<11 etuil it tempt to sue com Ins maste», I Hid- 
ing himself o\ci])oweud, tlie jcstci at length 
thicw himself from his hoist, jihnigicl into the 
tliiektt, Slid, fuouied by the ^,ellcr il coniusion, 

CSC iped liom the (cnc of ution 
\<t tlu \ limit icstd, as scon as he found 
hiniself sife, hesitated nunc tli lu once whether 
he shoiil I not tinii I ack and shaic the eaptnity 
of i niastei to wlioni lu w is snieeicly attuhed 
hau hind nun tilk of the bh sings of 
lieedom,’ he siid to himstlf, ‘but I wish any 
wise mm would teach me what use to make of 
it now that I lux it ’ 

As hi iironouneed these woicls aloud, a xoico 
lei^ ncai him callid out, in i low inil cautious 
tone ‘Wamba’ and, at tlu same tmu, a dog, 
wliiih he inognisid to be I mgs, jumped up 
ind fawned upon him 

‘fmith’ answeicd Wamba, with the same 
c iiition, and the swintluid iinnudiately stood 
before him 

‘ "W hat is tlu ni lUti ? ’ said he e igei ly , * w hat 
me 111 these ci it s and th it cl ishing of sw oi ds 1 ’ 
‘Only i trick of the times,’ said Wamba, 

* tlu y aic all pi isonc i s ' 

‘^>ho aie piisontis*’ cxchimed Gurth im- 
lutu ntl\ 

IVly fold, and my lidy, and Athelstanc, and 
Iluncbbcit, md Osw ild 

In the mine cl (md ’ siid Guith, ‘how 
curie they piisontrs f and to whom ?’ 

‘Oiii niistci was t on id) to light,’ said the 
]csloi ‘and Atheist ini w is not ic idy enough, 
and no othci pci son was icidy at all And 
they lie piiboncis to fpicii eassoiks and block 
Msois And they lie ill tumbled about on ihte 
gitc 11, like the eidl) apple tint yoU shake down 
to your swiiu And I would laugh at it,* said 
the honest pstci, ‘ if 1 could lor weeping.* And 
he shed ti us of uiileigiicd soiiow. 

Guith s eountenaiiee kindled — ‘Wamba,’ ho 
said ‘thou hast a weapon, and thy heart was 
evil stioiigei than th\ biain, — we are only tw6 
— ^l)ut a sudden attack from men of resolution 
will do much — follow mo ’ ' 

‘ Wluthci «~and for what purpose ? ’ said the 

jestei ^ 

‘ To rescue Codno.' ^ 

'But you have renounced hup iOrvJce but 
said Wamba* / 


* 





. said Ouitli, ‘was but while he was 

ifoW!iihate---iolIow mt » ' 

40 the jeHtei w is about to obey, a thud pei«. jh 
' raddciily niidf Ins ti])])Cdidii(.o, and commandwl 
them both to hilt J 10111 Ills dits** and *11 in'., 
Wainhi would liivr (oi]j((tui(d liiin to lx 0110 ot 
tlioy ouLUws who Jiil )ust assiilcd liis msstd 
but, besides tlut In woic no misk, tlic giitloi 
ing baldut moss his slioiildu, with the luh 

S le hoiu whidi it su]»poit(d, is will is the 
tt and ( omm Hiding t\piission of hi> \oi(« 
and nianuei, made him, notw it hs( Hiding the 
twilight, iicognist JjOiksJiy tin >iomin who 
had been i icti n u iin h 1 sii< li disadi mtagions 
cilcUTUStaiiu HI the onUst loi tin jiii/i ot 
aicheiy 

‘What IS iin me iiiing ot ill tins slid In , 
‘01 who IS it tint iilh, Hid 1 iiiooin, and niiko 
pnsonois m these ton -.is 

*\ou uiij 1 )ok it then < is oiks el s 1 \, 
said Wanibi, ml stt wlnihei llnv hi Ih} 
till Idrui s cuds 01 11 > loi tlu) hi is 1 kc thim 
own as OIK w,i( 1 11 ]M i m 1 is to an din 1 

‘I will J< HU tint pH Mitl^, inswiicd L ks 
ley , /and 1 ( h iigt V c n p iil ot hn not 
to stir liom lilt plue wlnie st uni, until I 
have ictuiiK 1 0]u> nn ml it hill lx tin 

bcttti foi >011 HI I youi nn tu 'ill st \ I 
miistiendd 111 } dt islili tin nnn is | >ssn h 
So siying, in mil uikk 1 liis Inl ini with tin 
bugle, took i li dim tiom his i iji and giic 
them to Wand i thni dnw i m/h 1 liom Ins 
pouch, Hid, milling Ins ehiigts 1) tinm t) 
stand fast, wont to cvctidc his puipo ts of le 
conuoiii iiig 

‘Shall wc stand fast, Guitlid said Wimha, 
‘or shall wc ten give him kg buP lii my 
foolish mind, lu had ill the eqiiii igi ol t tin t 
toomiioh 111 Hadiness to bt hiinseU i tun man 
‘Let him bo the d vil,’ svil (nutli ‘an In 
will Wt tan ht no w 01 st ot w iitiiig liis i c tui u 
If he befong 10 thit ]nitv hr must die id^ line 
given thtni tin dim iinl d vmII u iil in lung 
either to tiglit oi t ) Ih 11 subs J hivi Id 
expeiieme, tint iiii/d iIium h uutlhewoiat 
men 111 the w nld t > Jim t > eh il with 
Theyeomiii utuiin 1 lu tin lou st (f i itw 
minutes 

‘Jl<'iieinl (lUitli, In si t 1 , ‘I hn* miiigl d 
among y on mr n and h n k 11 m d to w li nn tl < \ 
belong, and whit hu liny lu houti 1 Ih u i, 

1 think, no ( h iin i th *t they w ill juottt rl tu iny 
actual violentt i^iiust tin 11 inisuniis 1 01 
thieo men to attniipt the 111 it this inuiiK nt 
weie little else thin midiicss, loi tiny aie 
good men ot mu and hive, as such, pla rd 
uoutuiels to gv« the alarm wlicn iny one sp 
twoaihes Bid 1 tiust soon to gdlnr siiili i 
lorte os ma^ i t m rhliiiKt of ill then pitr hi 
tioiM You DO h )lh SCI V lilts, and as 1 think 
iaithful siivinis t ( t liii the Sixon, the fiiind 
Of thoughts < 1 I njishumi JIi shall notw uit 
hands to lulp him m this ovlimiity, 
ihon> with me, inlh I t dim moic aid * 
eoying, ho walked thiou h In mooiI at a 
followed by the jester and the swine 
It wOb not oonwstcul with AVamba’s 
ipSmlgm Dravel lofQg m eilepce. 

at tho baldnc and 


ariow shot which wo» tJiis M 
not so long siniro as Chiwtmos/ i 

‘And 1 / said Gurth, ‘could takO it on irty 
balidome, that I have bend the voico of tjio 
good }comnn wlio won it, by night as oil OS 
h) di^, and Ihit tin 11 0011 xb not thiee days 
oldei siiieo I did so 

‘Mint hoiusl hie lids,’ ujdiod the yeop!ialk» 
‘who m what J am is little to the jiiesent pUt^ 
posi should I fite }uui m stci, you Will have 
leison to think me Iho hist fiiciid you have 
r\er hid in }oui livis Aid whethox I am 
known l\ oiiL name 01 mot her 01 whether 1 
( til duiw a how is will 01 lx tin than a O^W-* 

1 iqxi, 01 will till i it IS my jiU isuio to walk ilx 
in hnie 01 1 y moi iliv^Id, au mitteis which) 
as th(> dr not lomnii )ou mithci need yo 
1 ) is> jonisrlvts i(si>trting tin in ’ 

Oni 111 ids 111 in tin lion s mouth,' said 
I A\ imhi, HI a whisper to Ui ilh, ‘get them out 
I li »w u< I in 

TIusli U silint stitl t«i'ilh ‘Oflend him 
net 1 } thv ldl>, iiid I tiust s uetuly that all 
will u, will 
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\M t I » I n lii wui 1 I s I I dicai, 

\ik{ f il t Wilks i\L)t. (Ink (III dun, 

U \\ s\it tl> lh< jihriu eu 

W i >v t 1 tLil tl heimUit hvnrin! 

I' \ M 1 ri w Mv 1 l 

\i cl Musi t k I) ti i s wirii, 

St (1 like tlic ) I 1 t It ) 1 tl ( u 

lht> s av ic hcuLii ud uin* sing 
JllE llLl MM tl SviNl ClI-MLNI S WLI L, 

Il w IS aftn thiif hoiiis good walking that 
tin SUV lilts ot Itiliu with Hull mystcrioUB 
guide, <u lived it a smxll » j tin ig in the foiost, 
HI tht lentre of which ^^uw 111 e ik''tKe of onoi* 
III T 111 ignitiidr , Ihiowiiig its twisLid bi inches 
ill iviiy diHilimi l>in itJi this tice four of 
fill vioiiKU 1 stietihr 1 on the giouiid, while 
iiirthri, i<3 siMlinel, Willed to and ho in the 
moonlight sli nh 

Ujxm lieiiing tin so ind of tiet appioaehuig, 
( 1 1 v^itrli Histinf!^ givi the iliim, and the 
slit pel > as uiddenl'j^ st iited up ind bent their 
hows Si\ fujows plurd 011 the btung weie 
jioiiiti J towuik^tln ijuiitii liom which the 
timlJus ijipioiclnd vihrii thiii guide, being 
leiigiiised, was wrlioimd with evuy token of 
iispiet ind ittiilimeiit, nid ill Mgiis and fears 
ot a lougli Kiejition at rmee siihsichd. 

‘AA^h 11 IS thr Alillu t’ was his hibt q[uestion. 
‘On the loid tow lids Rothuham ' 

‘ \S ith how miuy i* demanded the leader, for 
sii h In seiriurl to he ^ * 

* AVitli Ri\ men, and good liope of booty, Jf it 
ph ise kSiint Nitliolis ' 

‘Devoutly spoken,' said Looksle^g^; ‘and 
wluie IS Alliii a dale ^ * * 

‘AAalktd uj) tow aids the Availing W 

watr h for the I’l 101 ot Joi vauK/ ^ 

‘That IS well thought on also,‘ roplM the 
captain ‘and wheie is the foiar?’ 

‘InhwcelV ^ t * 

‘ Thither will I go,‘ said 
eomianim, 








tli6T0’9 mn» afoot that must bo 
havdj and wiU Uun to bay. Meet me 
|iai:a daybreak. — And ^lay/ he addtti, ‘I 
rorabf^n ^h&t m most ntcessiiy of the 
wbolo-rTw^i of you takt llio loid (luiLkly to 
wards Toitiiulstoiie, tli< ( isllc ol 1 tout do Hunt 
A of gallants, 'who h ivt In n masquci kIiii.' 
in ouch guise as oiii (n\j iie ( uiyin^ i bind ot 
prisoneis thitbci W iti h t litm dost 1\ , loi , ( \ m 
If they leach the castb lufuK ^\( tolkct < in 

foitos, OUP honoiu is conctuud to ]ninish thtin, 
find we will find nu ms to do so Kc < i» i < los( 
watoh on them, tliLidore , and dcspilrh oik of 
your comrades, the li.^lili t of foot, to biin^ tli< 
nows of the y< onn ii llieKabout ’ 

Tlioy ])tonns(d inijilu it ^olndu nco and dc 
patted with alai^if} on IIkii difk/dif iiimds 
In the imaiiwhik , tin ii Ic id( i iin 1 kis tuo com 
Jjjianioijs, 'Who lum looked iiiioii linn iMtk me it 
respect, as wdl ic some U ii, pm sued Llun is ly 
to the chapd of (^)J)nlanhmst 
When thc*y lud ii ached the little moonlight 
glade, luving in ti< nt tin i<\(i(nd, tliough 
ruiuous thipel, and the ludt hcnnit ige, soi\dl 
Suited to ascitic di\olioii, ^\ uiibi Mliispiucl to 
Gurth, *lf this ]( the kikitiiion of i thict it 
makes good the old piovtib Tlic n< iici the 
chuich the faithcr iiom fiod And, liy my 
cockscomb,’ he idck I, 1 think it It t\(n so— 
lloaikoii but to tin link simtiis iibich tiny 
aie singiug m the li<,iiiiitig< » ’ 

In fact the andioiiti uid his guest y^tu ]»ci 
fornuug, atfhe lull estent ot Ihcu ac y ]Knvtilnl 
lungs, an old dunking st ng, ot vnIiicU Ibis w is 
the biirdoii 

Come trowl the br vsn bowl 1 ii e, 

Bully Iny bully b > 

Come tt >^l the bi Avn I wl t me 
Ho! |ull> Jenl 11 I s[> i Inuc in diiUKiiif^ 
Come tiOA^l llic It wn b wl t mt. 

‘Now, tliaj is not ill iing ’ siul \\ tihbi, islio 
had thrown in i kw ot las own tlouiislics to 
help out the dioius ‘Hut who in the sunt s 
name, cvci exixclid to liau he ud sudi a joll} 
chant come fioin out a Ik unit s u 11 at midnight i 
‘Many, tint should 1, said Guith ‘foi tin 
lolly Chrk oi Cojnnanliiiist is i known nun ind 
kills half tilt deer Unit iic stolen in Hus w ilk 
MoU say tint tin k< t pi i lus i om| 1 uiuil to In 
ofi^cul, and tbit li will bc^sf upped ot las (owl 
and cope altogctlni, li he kup not be tier on ci 
AVlulo tlic} wtu thus SIM *king Tocksliy’s 
loud and icpcah d knocks had it Ji iigtli cIisIuiIm d 
the anchoiite ami lus gmst i y m> he ids » 
said the hermit, stopimigshoi t in agiancl floniisli, 

‘ lieio come moic bt niglitc d gut t s I w ould not 
for my cowl tint they found us in Has goodly 
eiceteiiSe. All menliur Hicii cm inns good Sii 
Blnggaid , and tlnic be Hiost milignant enough 
to construe the hospilablo leiu slam nt w bub 1 
have lieCn offenng to yon i wi u> ti imUci, hu 
the mcttei of tfiHc slioit lumis into sIimi 
dl'UnJcCUJieSs and debam heiy, i itc 5 alil < iln 11 to 
Jttey ptOibBSion and my disposition ’ 

<flase oalumniatois ' ’ u phed the kiiigbi , ‘ 1 
wcfqjj I had the cluslising of them Nc\ c 1 the 
less. Jfoly Cleik, it is tiuo tint all hd\e then 
Otwiits *, and there be those in this veiy land 
iwhoth t ^ould rather apeak to through the bais 
# bftifjaped/ 


>1 ' m ip 1 m u n 

* Get tlline ifbn pot on thy head, then, fuend 
Sluggard, as quickly as thy natnio will permit,* 
Slid the hcimit, ‘while I imove these pewter 
flagons, whose iato contents inn stiangojy in iniiic 
own })iti and to diown the clattCi— foi, lit 
filth 1 fill soniiwhat aisleady— stiike into tho 
tii/K whiili thou lit 11 st me sing , it is no mattei 
ioi Hk woiils— I s iiH know them myself/ 

So lying Ik siiiick nj) x tlaindenng 
fundis daman undu iomi ol wbn h he loinovet} 
till ippii itiisot tlion 1 inipKi while Hicknighf, 
liuglimg hcaitil^ iiul aiming biinsilf all the 
while, nsMstid las In si with las vone from time 
to time as las iiiiitli 1 f iimtted 

‘Wliit (hvils m it ins iii -^ou aftei at this 
lioni 2 Slid 1 \oi ( til ni without 

‘llcivcn toigm ^oii Sii liavcllu t’ said 
thu heimit, wbosr (\ n noisi and ])(iha]>s his 
noiliuiiil pot ition , iHvintid liom luogmsing 
€i(iinls wladi win t >ki ibly liiniliai to him — 
‘Wind on yom w I'V in Ibt name ol Ood and 
Siinl Dunstin, and distiiil not tin ch\otioii‘ of 
nif mil my lioly biotlni ' 

‘ AI ul |«ics1 , answ cu d thi \ ou i fiom xx ithout* 

‘ open to 1 oik h \ ’ 

‘All s sif( ill s iit^ht, said Hu luimitto his 
comjianic n 

‘ Hut x\Ik) is ]i( i* said the Hlatk Knight ; ‘it 
inqnils mo inu<li I i know 

‘AMio IS h( ? aisvMKil Liu luiimt, ‘I tell 
the lie IS i bund 

‘ Hut wh il liiciid inswti d Hk knight , ‘for 
Ik mi} li fiicnd to Hk and none of mine ’ 
‘Whit liiiiidt Kjbid tin linimt , ‘that, 
now, is om (I tin rjiusli >ns Hi il 1 moio easily 
askdlthin inswoiid Wliil fnciuW x\hy, he 
is, now til i1 1 biinink nu i little, the viiy aaine 
homst kupri 1 told tint c f a wliih sinct/ 

‘A> as liiiKst i lM]n as thou ui a pions 
liiiniil ’ i(])lud Hu liii^.lit, 1 doubt it not. 
Hut undo Hk di 01 to liim 1 1 Ion be beat it tioiu 
its lunges * 

I Ik <logs, 111 the 11 k inlinu xxliieh had made 
adiLidlul bijing at Hk cinin mcnicnt of the 
disiun inee, sieimd ni w to mogiasi the voice 
of him x\ho stood without , foi, totally changing 
then ni nmoi, Huy ciifehid aid x\ him d at the 
dooi IS if intiKcdinc, foi bih idnassion. Ihe 
huniit jiidil) unbeitid las }ioi t il, and admitted 
Tocksl y with his twoiiinj niion 

‘W Iiy, luimit w IS Hu > i om in s fast question 
as soon as he biliill Hu knight, ‘what boon 
cunijunion b 1 t Hu 1 Jii k 

‘A biotlifi f)l oui (ifhi, Kjilud tho fiiar, 
sinking las lu id , ' wc li i\t 1 m cn at our onsons 
dll niglit * 

‘ lie IS a nicnk of tin ( la uli militant, I think,* 
in fud liOiksh V , ‘ imi Huio Lu inoie of theUi 
ibjoid I till tlid, bill, thou must Ixy down 
Hk losii} aniltiki iqillu (juaitci staff, wexhall 
iKcd c\tiy one af 0111 meiiy nun, whether clexk 
11 liMiiiii —Hut,' he added, taking him a step 
nsidi ‘ ut tlion mid, to gi\i adiiiittanoe to a 
km„ht thou dost not know ^ Hast thou forgot 
oiu iiluhst* 


‘Not knoxv huni* replied the fiiar boldly? 
‘I know him as well as the beggai knows Ais 
dish/ 


‘And what is his nam$^ theut* dcm^ndca 
tockbley, ^ 


homm 


M ttttiftc/ said tlio hermit — *hw uame H 

\}8lt Anjjhony of Suablestcnc— as if I would 
'* '^dtink with a in in, and did not know las name » 
*TIiou liasf l)ecn dunking; moie than enough, 
friai/fciid lilt ^vootlsnidii, ^ md, I icdi, piitiiig 
xnoic than tiioiigli too 

*(iood ycomiii,’ saitl the knight, (onniig for 
waul, Mie not \Moth Mith my mtii^ host lit 
did but affoid mo tht hospitility iihitli 1 uoiild 
have comptUtd fiom liim if ht hid it fused it 
‘Ihou coinjid ' siid tlio fnu , ‘ ivait but till 
I hdv e < h ingt d 1 his gi cy goi\ n f oi i gi 1 1 n t issot k, 
and if I nuke not i quiitei stifl iing In tht 
upon thy pile, 1 am iitilliti line cltik iioi g»od 
woodsman ’ 

While lit s[»oko 11ms, he stiipptd oil Insgonii 
and atipoaicd in ad w 1 1 uk 1 utki im doui 1 i 
and di iwcis, ovci wliidi lit sjMidi’y did t ii i 
cassotk of gittn, and lust tl tin saint eoloui 
* 1 play tluL tiuss my ])oiuis s iid ht to \\ and i 
‘and thou bhalt liuc a cup ol sick foi thy 
laboui * 

‘Oiimcicy foi thy sick siidW imbi ‘but 
think*st thuii it lb liniiil fn ini to aid you 
to transmon tb>sclf fium i holy luimit ml) a 
Miitul foiestt 1 i 

‘Neiti fell Slid tlie lit i nut ‘I mil but 
confess tht sins ol my giftn cloik to my gu> 
Imi s frotk, iiid all shall 1 e well v„un 

‘Amen answeicd the ]tsl(i , a Inoadiljth 
penitent should ha\c i sickclolh coufts oi uid 
youi flock may ihbohc my iiiothy douMd into 
the bug nil 

8o saying he Kcomnnd ited tlu liiii with 
his asbistaiKc iii tying the ciidltss numhti td 
jHiints, as the lutswhi h ittiehed the hist to 
tlu double t w cit tht n to] mt d 

V\ lule they wt it thus (lU] lo\ed Lockshy It d 
the knight i httlc i] iit iiid iddiossc I him 
thus — ‘ Deny it not Su Knight ut lit 
who decided the iit loiy to tin i h iiit i t t f tl t 
Kiiglish aguiist th( sti ingtis ou the bc end tliy 
of tlic toniiianienl it Ashliv 

‘And whit fdlows if loii guess liul\ t 3 )ol 
yeoman^’ icf litd the knight 

‘I should ill that t ise li dd ^ ju k plied the 
yeoman, *a fiicnd t) tin weikti 

‘Such is tlie dut) oi i tim 1 night it leist 
replied the Blick Chaniiio i , ‘ ind 1 would not 
willingly tint thcic wtio u isoii to think otliti 
w ISO ol im * 

‘ But foi my pui post s u 1 tl c \ com in, * tliou 
phouldbt he IS wtll a g > Jtl 1 iiglishinui as x good 
knight, foi tint whi h I haxt to j>eik of con 
cenis, in<h ed tlu tli ty of 1 1 1 ly hone st ni in, hut 
is moic tsiM ully tint oi i tne boin natiu of 
rngland * 

‘\ott t in s] oik ) no om if plitd the knight, 
‘to whom J n^ an ' ind tlu lile tif t \cjy Knglish 
man, can be Ic uei tl in to mt ’ 

‘ 1 would willing Iv lx In \( so ’ said the wotnls 
man, ‘ foi ne\ 1 1 h id tin ouni i y sut h m c d to ho 

H ose wh ) love hei Hear me and 

)f in I nit ij nsf ni w Imh, d thou 
which 111 usniust thr uni i\ t st 
iblo pait A 1 an i >1 villains, in 
jottei men than thenis U(q have 
-s raaslti of the i)orsfn f v noble 
died redaa the Savon, feogtther 
and Ills futid, AtHolbtanc of 


ronin^hurgh, and have transported thotti tb a 
castle m ttiis forest, called Torquilstonc, I ask 
of thee , as a good knight aud a good EngBsluifa^, 
wilt tJiou aid in their loscue f ’ 

‘ 1 im hound by my vow to do so,‘ replied the 
kiii^ht , ‘ but I would \ illiiigly know who you 
lit, who Hcpiest my asbis^aiict iii their behalf?* 

1 im ’ Slid tlic ioicbtei, ‘a nameless man; 
but 1 nil tlu it lend of my (ountiy, and of my 
counli} s fiieiids - ith this account of me you 
must t >i the pusent itmain satishctl, thcinoio 
(sp( cully siiut you youistlf dt lie to continue 
unknown Btlitvt lioweit tint my word, 
wlion ]>hdgtd, is as iiniolitt as it 1 woie golden 
sj ms 

*1 willingly 1 tlitie it said the knight, ‘I 
Live been utustonl d to stuih nienb uounteii 
Hues, and I cm it id in thine honesty and 
i( solution 1 will then iou, ask thee no further 
questions, 1 ut aid tiue in setting at freedom 
ill St oppitsst 1 cij»ti\fs whith tlone, I trust 
w» sh ill put I < tt( 1 icqininted, and well satisfied 
with eieli othei 

So 11(1 \\ imhi ft) (Tiiith,- for the fnar 
lung 11 )\v lull> I juipj f(l the jestu, having 
i]>pioithed to tlu othti side of the hut, had 
ht lid the foil lusion of the umveisition, —‘So, 
wt hivt got a new ill> I tiiist the valoiii of 
tlu knight will I c tniu nuUl thin the religion 
of the hoimit oi the hontsty of the yeoman, 
loi this Tockshy Itoks like i horn deei sttalci, 
anl the piust like i lusty hy}>ociit( * 

Ifold thy ])( let AN mil i, siid Ourth , ‘it 
m ly ill he is th )U dost guess , hut were the 
lit in 1 (It \ il t ) 1 1 st ind ]>iofrer me his issistance 
to set it ]i)(it\ CeliK md the I idy Roweua, 

1 feai I sliould liiid]> It lie ichgion enough to 
ictuso the 1ml iuuds oilci, and hid him get 
1 hind mt 

llie liiai wi now eonqiUtrh ucoutrod as a 
V mm with swoid md Imeklcr, bow and 
pint 1 (lid a stioiig ])iitisiu oiei ‘Ins shoulder 
lit hit Ins (.ill it the he id of the paity, and,j 
litMn„ ( iitfully h ktd the deoi, deposited thof 
key 1111 1(1 the thiesh dd i 

\it tliou in (fiilitnu to do good scivice, 
fan ^ Slid T etkshv ‘oi dots tlu blown bowl, 
till mu in tliv Ju ifi ’ i 

blot 111 It thin i di lUr^lit of ^amt l)uiistan*s 
fount nil will all j answtitd tlu priest, ‘some 
tJiiii^ Iheu IS of i whi//iiig in my hiam, and of 
lustihility in iiiv Itgs, hut you shill presently 
St ( both pass aw ly 

So aying, he dt pi i d to tht stone basin, m 
which tlu wjfeis ol the fount un as they fell 
f nintd buhhh s whidi duietd in Ihe while moon 
li^ht ind took so h ng a diaught as if ho had 
mt mt to ( \h Hist the sjuing 

‘ N\ ht II di 1st thou dunk as dtep a draught of 
watu hefort llolj (.Itik of Gopinanhurst 1° said 
tlu 151 ick Knight 

hTeiei siiict my wine butt leaked, and let ouif 
its li(|uoi by an illegal vent,’ replied ^le fnar, 

‘ md so If ft me notliing to drink but my patroA'a 
bounty hoie * 

Hull, ])lungiug Ins hands and head into the 
fountain, he washed fiom them all maiks ol tho 
midnight level 

Thus If fleshed and sobfciod, the jolly priest « 
twirled his heavy partisan round h» hm ivitk 






tumoi 




a$ if he hed been balancing a reod^ 
egojaimuig at the same time, * Wliorc be those 
tals^ ravidheis, who cany off \(cnclic<) against 
Ihcir May the foul fund fly oil ^\lth mt, 

if I am not man enougli lor a df)/( n of thfin > ’ 

‘ Swearest thou, Holy (Mcik ^ said the 111 ick 

Knight. 

‘Cleik me no cleik uidicd tlu tiinsloirntd 
priest ; * by Saint Utoi ( and llu l)i igon, 1 uii 
no longer a blnvoling tli in whiU in> liock is on 
my ba^ — When 1 am l iscd in iii} gu ( im assoik, 
I will dnnk, sw( ir, and noo i liss, ^Mth my 
blithe forester in tlu \V tst Itidiiig 

^Cotne on, Juk Pinst * siid Ijixkskj, * ind 
be silent , thou aif is noisy is a i\liolc convi id on 
a holy esc, mIkii tlic fitiur abliot has ^om to 
bed. — Coiiio on^ou, too, n^ inastds, tni} not 
to talk of it I si}, come on mc must colkit all 
oiii foices, and fcii fiioiigli mc shill lia^e if \\c 
aio to stoim the Lditk of Kcgiiiild lioiit dt 
Bauf’ 

‘What* IS it T lont d( Tknif siid the Bluk 
Knight, ‘who has stopjxd on tlu kings high 
way the kings luge subjects' Is ho tiiiiud 
thioi and opjn cssoi ' ’ 

‘Oppiessoi he eaei w ib ’ siid Loikshy 
‘And foi tliiet,’ &iul the ])irs 1 ‘T doiiht if 
evci he weic even h ilt so hoiust a mm as ludiiy 
a tllief of iny aequ unt uu c 

‘Move on, jniest ind be sihnt, siid tlu 
yeoman , *it weic luttci }ou led tlu iva} to the 

{ )lace of rendezvous, thin siy wliit should he 
eft unsaidf both in dccciuy and piudciuc ’ 


LHAPIER \ \1 

Alas how ni'iny hours and >eits hiNC pas d 
Since hum 111 forms hue. r uiid this table si 
Or lamp, or taper on it'> suificc gleimd’ 

Methinks 1 hen tlie. S7und of time kti^ past 
Still murmuring o * i us m the U fry \ id 
Of these duk. irrhes like the lii g nn^ \cicts 
Of tho.4e u ho long u ilhin the i ^ c h u lit 
Oi 1 \ A J I \i n 1 

Whilf these measures utie faking in luh df of 
Cediio and Ins comp mums, the aiiiud nun by 
whom the litfei hid hiui sti/cd huiiKd tlun 
captives along tovi iids t^c ]dKt of sctuiity 
whcie they iiitendf'd to iiiipiison tliem But 
darkness came on fist, md jtlu jiitlib of the 
wood seemed but imiicilcctly kiiouii to the 
maraiidoi s. They w ci c ( om])clJ( d to m ikc sc \ ( n I 
long halts, and o u* oi twice to i< tuin ou tlun 
load to resume the diicLtiou which Iht} wished 
to puisne. The suniiiiei morn had dawned upon 
them eio they could ti ivd in full issinantt tint 
they held the light path But confide mt i< 
ihimedWith light, aiul the caialcide now mo\td 
rapidly foiward Mciiiwhih, the following 
dialogue took place bitwecii the two leaders of 
ll^e banditti 

I ‘ It 13 time thou should st lca\ c us, Sir M lui icc, ’ 
f said the Templai to Do Bncy, ‘in ordci to pie- 
2 )aie the second pait of the mystciy Thou art 
Ueitt* thou knowost, to aet the knight dehveici ' 
* I have thought better of it,’ said De liiacy , 
"*1 Will not leave thee till the pii/e is faiily 
deposited m Front do Bceufs castle. Th re wul 

WV 


I appear before the Lady Rowona m mine own 
shape, and trist that she will set down to the 
\choniciice of my passion the violence of which I 
hue been guilf} ^ 

‘And whit has mide then diange tliy jdan, 
Ih Bi uy i rtjilud tlu Knight Templai 

‘Jhat coiicciiib thcc nothing,' answeicd 1 m 
coi nianion 

‘I would h()i)c, howcMi, Sii Knight,' said the 
Templai, ‘ th it this iltciatioii of measuies ansoa 
horn no suspuioii of m\ honiiu ihlc miuinng, 
sudi is lit/uisc (iich ivoiiitd to instil into 
flue 

‘ M} the lights irc ni} own,’ answeicd De 
Bri(} , ‘flu fund Ini^^lis, the} sa}, when one 
tliicf lohs UK flu 1 , md wr know that, wcie ho 
to spit flic and hiini'^tom insti id, it would ncicr 
jiUMiif il(m])lii fiom following Ins bent ’ 

‘Oi the kidci of a hue ( on piny,’ answered 
ihf Tcm])Ui, ‘fiom die idmg, at the hands of a 
(omruh and fiuiid, tlu injustice he does to all 
inankind ’ 

‘This IS uiijnofil ihlc and peiilous lediniina 
fioii,* aiiswcK I !)• Bi K > , ‘siifluc it fo s»}, I 
know the moi ils of flic Tcmjh Onhi, and 1 will 
not gnt flue til ])owti of dieatmg me out of 
thf fill ])ii\ loi wind) I liivi mil surh nsks ’ 
‘I’blu* icjilicdlhc It in] llu, * w hat h ist thou 
fo Ic 11 ' 'Jliou knowesL tlio \(>ws of our Oidei ' 
‘Right well Slid De Biu}, ‘and also how 
they aic kc})* ( omc, Nil ’Icnijilai, the laws of 

gilUnti} hnc i lihii il intcipK fatioii in l^alos- 
line, aul tins is i case iii which 1 will tiust 
nofliiiig to youi (onsciciici 

‘Hcai thf tnifh then iid the Tcmjilar , ‘I 
cm not foi }om llu (}(d hint} Thoie is 
111 ill it ticim om who will nuke me a better 
luite ' 

‘ \Mial ' wouldst thou sloop to the waiting 
dimsd ' Slid l)c Bi u> 

‘ Ko Sii Knight,* said the Templar haughtily 
‘ lo the w iitiiig womiu will 1 not stoop I 
hi\c i pii/ic among the e ipti\cs as loicly as thine 
own ’ 

‘ Jiy the miss, thou meanest tin fan Jewess ** 
Slid De Bi 11 } 

‘And if 1 do,’ Slid Bois (niilbcit, ‘who shall 
giiiisi} nu '* 

‘No oni 111 it 1 know ’ Slid I)c Bi icy, 'unless 
it he }oui vow of (dihiiy, oi a duek of coil- 
seinicc loi nil iiituguc with a kwess ' 

‘ 1 01 inv vow,’ Mid the Icinplai, *our Oiand 
Misfci hifli eiiitcd mo i dispensation And 
foi my conscitmi i min that his slam three 
hundicd Sii icciis lUff’ not icekoii up every 
little liiliiig like a village giil at her first con- 
fession upon (fOod liuli} eve ’ 

‘ riiou kiiowcsf l)( st thiiu own piivileges,* said 
I)c Bi le y ‘ A 1 1 , 1 w ould h ive sw oi n thy thoughts 
Ind lx.cn moic on tlu old usuiQi’s money bags, 
tlun on tlu black c}is of the daughtei ’ 

*I em adimie both,’ aiisweied the Templar; 
‘besides the old Jew is but hall prize. 1 must 
shiie his spoils with Fiontdc Haul, who will 
not lend us the use of his eastlo for nothing. 1 
must have some thing that I can teim exclusively 
111 } own by this foi ay of ours, and 1 have fixed 
on the lovely Jewess ns my peculiar prize. But, 
now thou kiiowest my drift, thou wilt resume 
thine own original plan, wait thou not?— Ihott 



thou soest, to foar from my ihtot* 

6e,^ 

Jo,* leplud Di Biacy , * I ill lomain beside 
I'sfeV Pn^o Slyest is passing; tiue , 

*l)Ut 1 hhe ijot lh( piiviltgfs acquiied l>y the dis 
petieo.tion oi tho (n uid Mastoi, and the nuiit 
acqiuitd hy Ihe sliuglitti ot tlirct liumlitd 
Saiaoons \oii ha^^ too good a light to i lut 
pillion, to reiidoi }ou -vtry scrimlilous il>i ul 
pundillots' 

While this diiloguo a\ is pioaiding (idin 
ivas endeavoiiiiiig to wiing out of those wlio 
gimidod him in avowd ot thui ihiiaitd md 
puiposc ‘You h mid l)o I iigli hiiKii, sud } c , 
^and yet, sacud IIci\ni< }ou pn> upon ^ mi 
oouuti ympii as it 3 c u m t u \ 1 1 y Noun ins \ ou 
should be 1113 ntighhouis and if s my <11 11 K 
foi which of III, Ln^lisli iki-,Ii] in'. ln\i uason 
to he otluiwiso? I till 31 310111011, tint cmh 
those am mg yt mIio hi t 1 11 hi iiidtd with 

outlaw ly hi\» hid tiom im ])iot<(tioii toi I 
have pitied tluii nuseins, lud luisi I th< op 
pj-tssion of tin 11 t>iinni nohh Whit th 11 
would 3011 hnu <t ni / 11 in wlnt i in this 
violence sum 31^ u< woi < thin liutt 
beasts HI 3011? utioMs, ml will 3011 nnitib tlitm 
in then VI 13 diiiidm ss ^ 

It was 111 v iin tint Ctdiic (\|K»stuUtod with 
his guaids, will* lud to) nuiiy gool ii is< ns I n 
then silonee to lx indu ed to hri iK it ntl u b> 
his wiath or Ins tid itions lln \ eontinutd 
to hull) him dong tiivdling it ivdyninl 
rate, until at ^ht end of in iviuuc ofhiigi ticts 
aiose Uoi ]iiilslom n )w th< lioii) ind aiKunt 
( istle oi Kegu) d(i 1 1 mt de 1) uit Ji wi a 
foitiC'iS of no gnat si/t ooiisistnig of a donjon, 
01 Uigo and hiji smiiH town siniounhd by 
buildings ot mt( iin height, w hi( h wci< i ik nclcd 
by aniuiui i Jiiit yaid Ai iin 1 the cxtoiu 1 wall 
was a dnp 1110 it su|phid with watd tioin a 
neiglihoinmg iiMilet lionl d it 1 uf whese 
chaia<tir pi ml him olldi it 1 ul with his 
ouenius, hil inih i )nsi hi d 1 alditi nis to tin 
stieiigth ot ins ( islii, i> hull iiiiw, towns ujxm 
tho outw lid w dl, o istofliiikit it(\(n ingle 
The access, as nsuil in c istlis oi tin ]dio(l L) 
tluough an aulicd hiilican 01 oulwoik, whuh 
w as ternnn i1 ed ind dddnhd I3 i nidi tunc t 
at each eoiud 

Cl due no ooiid siw th taints i 1 lont dc 
Kouf's c lotJe 1 use tlnii \ lud m )ss g? >wn 
bittlemoji^ glimnii ring 111 the moiiiing sun, 
ahoie tjm’^Pxls ly wlinh tiny wdc suiiounhd, 
than he i^jistintly aiif.uiul inoic tiuly loimiiniig 
the cause of Jus ini‘‘loitiiiK 

‘I did iniustid In sud, ‘to tlie thuKS ind 
outlaws of III s< -w ml wlidi I siij^posed such 
biuditti to lil>i g t tl dl 1 ind 1 might is 
jusily hi\c ( ute imh I the Ioms ot thesi 1 iikcs 
“With the 11 rniiig wilvi ot liince Tell nn, 
it hi 1 niy w 1 dth tli it yi m in istei 
a^itisax^ I it t ) 111 I I) ill it two ^i\ons inysdi 
tMd tho uobh \lluls* in shddd hold J uid in 
tbo couutiy which w i on ( the piiiiniony ol 
jj dioe US then 1 >d( ith ml complete 

j Mgt WWhy by t living oui Inis as \ i began 
i Jibeitics If tho Si\on Cedin lannot 

MJigtoel, he is wdluig to dio U i hci 
wwwcal master, I do ouiy beseech 
1^7 Kbivtime jj> bcuour aud 


safety. She is a woman, he aifrad 
her , and with us will die all who dare m 
hci e aiise ' ^ 

The attendants remained as mUta to thii 
addiess as to tho former, and they noyr stood 
lx tore tin gate ot the ea tie De liraeiy wmdjbd 
his h )iu time time s md the aichcrs ajid 
how men, who h id maiinee^ the wall upon boeiiag 
thill appioieh, haste md tohiwci the clrawbndge 
and leliiiil them Jlie prison us were compelled 
by then gii 11 ds to alight, and were conducted to 
an ijiaitmeiit wlieic i lusty uiidst was olTerea 
lliem, ot whieh none but Aihelstano felt any 
iiiflination to jiaitake Ntithci had the de- 
edielint e t the ( e niisse 1 mueh time to dojuatme 
t) the g lexl eh(d jilieed hcfoie iheiu, foi theU 
g lids 'i\e Inm in 1 (< liie to uneicrstaiid that 
they weie t) he iinjxiscmd in a c h imboi. apait 
fiemi How dll Kesistm r was \ain , and they 
welt coinpelleel le) fe>llo\ t) iliigc loom, wluoh, 
using on elums) Si\e n jnlliis, icscmbled those 

I I te ( t )T It s md cliaptt 1 hemst s w lut h may bo btUl 
ce 11 111 the me)st indent p ills ol 0111 most ancient 

III m istdie s 

the [illy lloweiii w is ne\L se pirated from‘ 
li I li im uid cemtlut tc I with courtesy, indeed, 

1 lit still without eonsultiiig her inclination, to a 
elistant ijiutment The sum il liming dislinc 
tie>n w IS conf iitel on Rehceta in spite of her 
lithei dilicitics who oticiecl eien money, ui 
tl u cvtidiuly of elistie*- , Jhit she might be 
]x imitte 1 It) ihide with him ‘ Bise unbeliever,* 
answeied one ot lus guilds ‘whtiP thou hast 
seen th) lui, tlit)ii wilt not wish thy daughter 
t ) I lit ike it ^ And witli )ut luithei dibcusbion, 
the i Id Jew was fneiMy cliagged ofll in a differ* 
eiit dueetim tiom the eithei jmsoncis. Tlie 
elomcstics ilte 1 be mg c u hilly staichcd and dxs^ 
limed wcic eontuied in aiiothci jiart of tho 
c istlc md how e 11 1 w is i c t usi el t \ on tho e omlort 
he iiii^ht h VC elerncl fioiu the attendance of 
he 1 Inii Iniiiele n 1 Igith i 

The ipjitmcnt in whieh the Suein clue fs Were 
c )nlmul -foi t ) the in we tuin oiu hist attention, 

— ilthexigh it ]ie ijit usul as a soil of guaielr 
ie> 111 hid Joinieily hetii the gre it hall of tUo 
e istle It w is new ahuidonul to meaner pur- 
jxs s bdiuse the juc cut loiel, iinoug othei 
alliauis to the e 01 \ e ni nee , seeunty, and 
le int> of his biion al iisiden e, lud elected a 
J e w md noble lull wheise \ uiHtd loeif was Sltp- 
]oited hy lightci and iimie elegant pillais, and 
fittcel nj) wdh tint higlie i degree ol ornament 
whieh the Noun ins hi I aheuely lutioduoed into 
auhiU tiiii 

CediK ]>ici I thr apntnient, fillod with indig- 
nant uilu lions oil the ^ ist anel ou th^ piesent. 
while the apathy ot his e oiiip iniou sci vid^ instead 
ol pa tie me and jihilosopliy, to defend him bgOJUSt 
( V e I V thing s i\ c the me onve iiitnc 0 of tlio ptessrf ^ 
laonieut , and so little did he feel even 
that he wis only fiom time to time iotib«4 to i 
a lejdy hy Ccdiics animated and tmpusi|i€ij(iep 
ipjK il t ) him V 

*\es * said Ceeliie, lulf speaking to hh&iwdf, 
and half addle ssing hnnsoli to Athol$i&&S* 
was in tins very hall that my ancepto 
with Torr^uil Wolfganger, when hd ^ 

the valiant and unfomnate Harold, mk 
vanoing acrambt the NorwACiatis. whir hul tmim 
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^ 'w TO® reljel Toslig. It was in tlna 
Haiold retiuncd tho macruaiumous 
tW amba&sadoi of h}<n icIkI biotlKi 
Ojii have I haard tny fatlui kmdlt as lie told tlio 
talc, tti© oUToy of Tosli^' Vk is admitted, \ htn 
tills attJpla loom could siauc (ontnii the mmd 
of noW© Saxon Itidcn ^^llo ^^lll the 

bl6od reil wmo aioimd c n moii ncli 
‘I liol>e/ said Atlidstino som uhil mo\(d 
by this Jiait of lus fncud s disduimc, ‘tn y 'imH 
not forgot to send us souk uuk iik1 ilIciIiouj it 
noon — We had scaicc i bn itlim^ spue ilhmi 1 
to bioalf our list, lud I m v i Ink llu Ixmfjt 
of my food when 1 ei1 imiu iliitdy lUci dis 
mounting horn liois hatl , t i »i di llic 1 <d (s 
locommond th itj»i u tu t » 

Cedric went on ivitli liis stciv uillioul not in^ 
this iiiter]eclton il o])S( iv iti jii < t Ins tin ii 1 
*Tho ciuoy of Tostij; lie surl movcil up tin 
lialit Uiidisumyid b) tin Ijo'imuu f toinituiiiKi.s 
of dll aiound him, until In iiiidt lus obiisniu 
befoie file flnom of biug II nold 

<**What Uinvs he siid |j«)id King hith 

thy biollioi Tostig to liojK it Ik sh nild liv 
down his anus, and ci im j ici it niv h inds 
***AbioUni slo\< (.ml til gt n» urns il ii >1 1 
**and the fill ciild in (t Noitliuml < dm I 
**‘Butshould los !((( pt tins tuns an 
United tho n\ov win I 1 m K sfi ilM < issijrni 1 
to his faithful all>, Hiidiidi, Kin^ of Kii 
way?" • 

** Sevoi^het of Kngli h ^'icuikI, in*-^! d 
Haiold fieicdy, ‘ oi is H idivdi is s 1 1 to lx 
a giant, pu hips Mc ini^ illou himtuclsc Indus 
inoio ’ 

^Th© hall niii^^ uith udiinitioiu iiid tiiji 
nad honi u on tilli (1 to tin ^ iwi^iin i\hu h mid 
b© speedily in posj^ jsun cf his I nglish Uiii 
tory, 

*I could hue il lUtd him with ill ni\ soul 
said Atliclstaiu, ‘ioi my I mg ic chaves to in} 
palate * 

^Ihc ImtlhUcnio} (outiniu ^ i (due, f uisiiin^ 
With aniuiatioii his tih, though it intiKstid lut 
th© listener, ‘litrtatcd to (iii\ hstic, ml ‘i 
ally tin oimii ms m‘='U(i ot his inpiiid hiotlni 
It was then tint tin dist ml touds of 'S oik m I 
the bloody stu ims ot tin I) n\ it’* lx lidd th it 
dueful tonflut, in iihidi, aftn displi}!!!*- Hit 
most undaunU d i iloui , tlu^King of Non\ a> md 
Tostig both Kll, with tdi thousmd ot 11 di 
bravest folloiids Who uoifld hive thought 
that upon tho proud di} when this h title was 
von, thoieiygiK vhiclnv ivfdtlu Sixoiihmiuis 
in timmph was filling tin \oiiuin suls, and 
impelling thorn to the falil slioi'sid Sus^-cx^ - 
Wfio would hivt thought that ITiiohl, vithiu a 
few brief days, would hiiiisdf ])oss(ss no iuok ol 
ais kingdom thin tbt sluit vvLidi ho allotltd 
in his Vrath to the Norvegiiii iiiv idci ? Who 
WOTwd have thought that }oii, noble Atlulstuno 
^^hat you, descended of llaiolds lilood, and 
that whose fathei was not the worst dcfeiidd 
bf WtftSanton ciown, should be juisoiieis to a iile 
Kottnan. in the \eiy hall in which our ancestois 
ftoeb high festival t 

j is aod enough, ’ replied Athols! ino , * but I 

4(1^ tW ^ ^ moderate ransom. — 
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At any rate, It eannot be then iniipose fo starve 
ns ontiight , and yet, although it is high noon, 

1 see 110 pie])aiations loi seiving diunei. Look 
u)) at tile window, noble Ccdnc,-aiid judge by 
tin snnbt mis if it is not on ilu veige ol noon.’ 

It nny K s > mswind ( cdiii , ‘but 1 can^ 

JK t look cn tint si uiifd littuo without its 

I il diing othd i( Hull ms than those ^huh 
ffiKdii lli( pi in r III iiKiit, 01 its piivations, 
When tint window w is wi ought, my noblo 
fiieiid 0111 luidy fitlurs kiKW not the art of 
making glass oi of sliming it llic pnd© of 
Wdfgmgd s iithci bioii^hl an iitist from Not-" 
in in 1} to I loin his h ill with this new species Of ^ 
dill b/onnic lit lint liiiks tlu gohhn light of 

( <d hhss( ! da^ ml i so in my fantastic hues, 
lii foidgnerc inif Ik k i ooi hi ^g ii 1\ , clinging, 
ml snh I IV Kill, i tidy to doll Ins cap to the 
inc nust nitiv ol the lunsdiold Uc utmned, 

] iin])dtd ind]Hiid to till his i i| aiious countiy- 
nun of till wdilth uni the snnplidty ol the Saxon 
mlhs i loll }, 0 Alhi 1 st iiK f )i( \uxUd ol olu, as 
wdl i» loii'-idi 1 V tliosc (ic St did lilts ol Hengist 
md his Ji II lyliibis who k 1 mud 11k simplicity 
of tlu II in iniuis \\ ( ni i h tin st It mgois oui 
losoin 111 nds fin fonhdditiil scivaiits, wo 
lioiiowtd Hkii iiti ts in I Ihtii iits, and do- 
spis( I tlu Ik lust siinplifitv in 1 haidihood with 
which dll hiive m< (stois su] ) oi t( d tin mselves, 
mi W( IdiiiM dunitid Iv Koi mm aits long 
til wi Ulliudd Koimin aims I u b(ttci was 
( ut Ik rn di< t ih ii in ] ( k < and liluitv, tlian 
tin lu\un ns d inius fit hvi of whirb bath 
(hlivddl Us Is Idiulsnuii to the foieign coii- 

(]U 1(1 * 

I should,’ 1 I lud Allulstinc, ‘hold veiy 
liuinhh did iliisun it]>] cni , auditaBtouihhea 
iiu iidh C((iiu, tint }ou (an luai so tinl} jji 
imud the nuinoiv d Jiad duds, when it ap- 
p( iicth V u foig(t the veiy lioin of diiinci ’ 

‘It 1-. lime lost, inultend ftdiu, apait and 
uniutuiit^}, ‘to «•] ( ik to 111 n ol lught else but 
th 1 wliidi ton d/u Ins i]]Ktitt ' Hit soul of 

II udn mut( h itli I iki n ] sc s u n < 1 Inin, and ho 
Jiilli no ] h IS iif MU t( till to swill, 'iiui to (gll 
iuiiKK Mis sidhc ] )i 1 ing itAthdstiuo 
will ( mpi sun ‘thil » dull i ojiiiit should 
h( hdMl in » )dlv i f(*iin ’ Alas* tint 

u }i ill (lit ipii 1st Ik I(^< tui itioii ( f Lrigland 
sli nld tuiii Dll i hmg( so 104 ti kit * Wedded 
to liowtn i, ind(((l lid Ti I lo ind inoie gencioiiii 
soul nnv yft aw dv tlu Idtir nitino which JB 
1 1 jiitl within hull ^it how should this lo, 
whilt Kowcin, Allidstme, and I m}sdf, lemaitt 
tilt pLisoiitib of this li itil nidiaudci, aiid halb 
Idu niide s> pnhips lioin i seii&e of the ^ 
(liiigds whidi om Idled y might bung to the 
u np((l])Owd of Ins 11 ition ' * 

Wliih tiu Sixoii was jilungtd m these pamfut 
idldfioiis, the doer ol then ]»nsoii opened, and 
give triti mc( to a scwei, holding his white rod 
of )Mue This luipoitaiit person advanced into 
Hk eh mibei with a giave pace, followed by four 
ittdul lilts, healing m a tible covered with 
dishes, the siirht and smell of whw h seemed to 
he an instant compensation to Alhehtane for 
ail tho inconvcnienco he had undergone. I'ba 
peisons wrho attended on tho feast weio masked^ 
and cloaked. ^ 

* What tnw»tQM 7 1. thit t * aiM ; * think 







you wO arc ignorant whoso prisoners we 
' aye, when wc are in tho oastlo of your master? 
JCell him/ ho eontinuod, 'willing to use this 
opportunity to op(‘n a ingot iation for his froe- 
» cl6?U — *Tefl yo?ir jiiaster, llogiiuihl Fremt-do- 
* B'cuf, that'vvo know no reason ho eaii liavc for 
withholding our liheity, e.\cej)tiiig his unlawful 
desire to eiiiich himself ut our expense. Tell 
him that wc yield to his ra]>aeity, as iii similar 
dniumstances A\e should do to that of a litei.il 
robl>er. Ijot liiin name the i.iiisom at whieh lie 
rates our liberty, and it shall he jiaid, jiroviding 
the exaction is siiih'd to our means.’ 

The sewer made no answei, but bowed his 
head. 

‘And tell Sir Reginald Fioiit de-Iheuf,’ said 
Atliolstane, ‘that I seiulhim iny mortal ileliain'e, 
and ehalleiigo him to eombat with me on foot 
or horsebjiek, at any sceuro ]>hieo wdthin eight 
days aflv'^i oui libel ation ; which, if lie be a Iriio 
knight, ho will not, under these eiieumstances, 
venture to refuse or to delay.’ 

‘I shall deliver to the knight your defianee,* 
answered the sew’er ; ‘ nieaiiw hile 1 lea\ e you to 
your food.’ 

The chanoiigo of Atlndstaiie Avas didiveied 
with no good giaee ; f<»r a large niouthfiil. whieh 
required the oxerei.se of both jaws at once, added 
to a natural he.sitation, considerably damped the 
effect of th(* bold detiaiiee it eoiiUnuMl. Stdl, 
however, his apeisdi w’as hailed by (Jediie as an 
incontestable token of levning s]»uit in bis 
companion, Avhoso previous iiidillerciiee had 
begun, iiotwitlistandiiig liis respect for Athtl- 
stane’s descent, to wear out Ins jiatieiiee, jhit 
lie now cordially shook hands witli liim in 
token of his ai»]irob.*itioii, and Avas somewhat 
giieved Avhen Athclstauo observed, ’that be 
Avould fight a dozen such men as Fioiit-de-Ho uf, 
if, by so doing, he could hasten lii.s depart me 
from a iluiigeou 'where they nut so inueli g,ailic 
into their '|)oltage.’ NotA\iUisUiiding this in- 
timation of a relai»se into the a]»atliy of sciihuality, 
Cedric placed hiiiisell ojiposiie to Athelstaue, and 
soon show'cd, that if the <listre.^ses of his couutiy 
could banish the recollcelioii of food ivliile the 
table was uncovered, yi‘t uo sooner Averc tlic 
victuals put theic, than lie pimed that the 
appetite of his Saxon aiieestors h.id descended 
to him along Avith tlieir other qualities. 

The captives had not hmg enjoyed their 
rofroshment, liow'cvcr, ere their attention was 
disturbed even from tliLs most .serious oceujiation 
by the blast of a horn Avimled before the gate 
It AA’as repeated three times, amIIi as mueli 
' violence as if it had been blown befon* an 
enchanted castle by the destined knight, at 
whose summons halls and tow'cis, baibiean and 
battlement, a\oio to mil olV like a niormng 
vapour. The Saxons staited from the table and 
hastened to the Aiindow'. lint tlieir einio,sity 
was disappointed ; for these outlets only looked 
f Upon the court of the eistle, and the sound 
from beyond its precincts. The .summons, 
‘\jWawoVor, seemed of iiu[>ortfuu*e, for a consider- 
dsgi^o of bustle instant ly took place iu the 


CHAPTER XXIL 

My <l.iin;lucr 0 my ducats - 0 my daughter ! 

O rny Chiistian ducats! 

Jiisticc— the Law— my ducats, and my daughter! 

Mkrchani* of YsmCB. 

Ll:iVI^G the Saxon chiefs to return to their 
banquet as soon as their ungi-atificd curiosiiy 
sliould i»eniiit them to attend to the calls Of 
their Ijidi -satiated appetite, A\e have tO look in 
iijwm tlie yet inoie seveie iinprisomnent of Isaac 
ot Yoik. The j>oor Jew' had been hastily throwm 
into a dnngeoii-vaiilt of the castle, the floor of 
which was deep beneath the level of the ground, 
and \ery damp, brii^ lowtr than even the moat 
itself. The only lignt A\as received through one 
or two loo}>h()les lar above the reach of the 
captive’s liaiiil. Tl.. apertuicss admitted, even 
al inicl day, only a dim and uncertain light, 
which Avas changed tor uttei darkness long 
before the icst of the ea'-tle bad lost the bless- 
ing of day. ('h.iins and shackles, which had 
bvM'u the ]K)ition of lormc'r captives, from whom 
active e\c‘i'tious to escape had been a])prchendod, 
hung rusted and empty cm tlie Avails of the 
piisoii, .and in the nngs of one of those sets 
c»l fetteis theie icmainecl tw'o mouldciing bones, 
wliieli scM'ined to have been once those of the 
human leg, as if the juisoner had been left, not 
only to pensh tlieie, but tp be consumed to a 
skeleton. 

At one end of this ghastly aiwirtftient W'as a 
large lire gi ate, over the top of Avdiieh were 
.stretched some tiansveise iron bars, lialf de- 
Aomed with nisi. 

TlicAvliole appeal anee of the dungeon might 
have ai)])alled a stouter heart than that of 
Kaae, who, nevTithcless, was more composed 
under the imminent jirc'ssuie of danger, than ho 
had seemed to bo while atlected terrprs of 
Avhieli the cause Avas as yet remote anti con- 
tingent. The loveis of the chase say that tho 
hare feels more agony during the pursuit of the 
greyhounds th in when she is stinggling in their 
fangs.* And thus it is probable, that the Jews, 
by the very frequency of their fear on all occa- 
sions, had their mimls in some degicc }>rGpaTed 
for every cflbit of tyranny Avliieh could be 
jiraetised upon fheiii; so that no aggression, 
Avlu*n it had taken jdaee, could bring Avith it 
that suriwise whidi is the most disabling quality 
of terroi. Neither was it the first time that 
Ihii-ie had been ]»laeed iu cireumstanees so 
dangerous, lie had, tliercfoie, experience to . 
guide him, as well as liojic, that he might 
again, as lonnorly, be deliA'crcd as a prey from 
tho foAvler. Above all, ho liad upon his Side 
the imyieltling obstinacy of his nation, and 
that unbending re.soliition, with which IsrSelitos 
liave been treipiently known to submit to the’ 
uttcniio.st evils which powder and violottoo can** 
inflict upon them, rather than ratify thei^ 
<q>presswis by gi’anting their demands. ^ 

ill this hiimour of mssive resistance, and with 
his garment collect ea beneath him to keep hiSi 
limbs from the 'wet pavement, Isaac sat in a 

* h'ota, iVw.— We by no means wafront the 
of this piece of natural history, which WO gtVe iah 
authority of ihe Wardour MS.— X#. ^ 
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corn^ of Im ditn^eon, 'wlicre hia folded hands, 
his dishevelled hair and beard, Ills furred cloak, 
and high cap, seen by the wiry and broken 
light, would have afforded a study for lic^ni- 
brandt, had that celebrated ])aiiitcr existed at 
tile pciiod. The Jew remained without altering 
his position for nearly three hours, at tlie expiry 
of which steps were heard on the dungeon stair. 
The bolts screamed as tliey weie u lnlrawn 
the hinges creaked as the wicket <»piiied, and 
Iteginald Front-dc-lh»*uf‘, lolhn\ ed by tw o Saiaceii 
slaves of the Teinplai, enteied the ]>iihon. 

Front-de-lla*iir, a tall ami strong man, whose 
life had been spent in jnihlie w’ar or in private 
feuds and broils, and wlio had licsitated at no 
means of extending his feudal ]K)wer, Iwol 
features corresponding to tlKiiaetrr, and 
which strongly expressed the ficicer and inoie 
malignant 2«issi(ms of the mind The 
with wliich liis \isagr' was seamed, would, cm 
features of a <liflerent east, li.ue exeiled the 
sympathy and vem ration due to the m.iiks of 
honourable valour ; but, in the jieeiiliiU (ase of 
Front-dc-Ba‘iif, they only added to the fen)eii\ 
of his countenanee, and to the diead whidi his 
presence inspired. This Ibrmidahlo Imioii was 
clad in a leathern doublet, fitted dose to his 
body, W’liieb was fi.xyed and soiled with the 
stains of Ins ainionr. He had no weajioii, 
excoptiiig a poniard at his belt, wbieli sened 
to counierbalaiiee the weight of the buiuli of 
rusty keys that hunj at lus light side. 

The blaelaslaves who attended Kiont-de-Tlivuf 
wore strijipod of their gorgeous ajijiaid, and 
attired in jerkins and tioiiseis of co^ise linen, 
their sleeves being tneked iiji abo\( the elbow, 
like those of Imlehers when about to exercise 
their functions in tin* .slaughter house. Kadi 
had in his hand a small }i.uniier ; and wlieii 
they entered the dungeon, they stopped at the 
door until Front » de - Iki uf liiin.self carefully 
locked and flouble- locked it. Having taken 
this precaution, lie advaiued sloxt’ly nj) the 
apartment towards the .lew’, upon whom he 
kept liis eye fixed, as if lie wished to paial3Vi 
him with liis glance, as some animals are .said 
to fascinate tlieir prey. Jt .seemed, indeed, as 
if the sullen and malignant e^^e of Fiont-de 
Boeuf X’ossessed .some portion of that sujiposed 
power over his uiifortun.ito juisonei. The .lew 
sat with Ilia month aga])e, and his eyes fixed 
on the savage baron with .sncji parnestn<‘ss of 
terror, that his Irainc seemed literally to shiiiik 
together and to diminish in size while en- 
countering tlie ficree Norman’s fixed and bah till 
gaze. The unhappy Isaac was deprived not 
only of the power of using to make tlie ohei.sanee 
which his terror dictated, hut he could not even 
doff his cap, or utter anj’ w’ord of .suxuJieation ; 
80 strongly was lie agiUted by the eonvietiiui 
that tortures were impending over him. 

On the other hand, tlie stately form of the 
Norman appeared to dilate in magnitude, like 
that pf tlic eagle, w’liicli rufflo.s up its ]>luning«" 
when about to pounce on its defencelc.ss prey. 
He paused within three stejis of the corner in 
which the unfortunate Jew iiad now, as it were, 
cpiled himself up into the .smallest jiossible spa(‘e, 
and made a aim for one of the slaves to approacli. 
blflok smii te enme forward 4 ccordm(f 7 , and* 


pro«lucing from his liasket a largo jtair of scales 
and sevcifll weights, he laid them at the feet of 
Front-de-Jkcuf, and again retired to the respect- 
ful distance at which his eomxianion had already 
taken his station. 

'J'he motidijs of these men wwe slow and 
solcunii, ns it theie inijiended over their souls 
some preeoiieej»tioii ot hoiror and of cruelty. 
Fioiit-de-llaiit lilmsolf ojif'iied the scene by thus 
addu‘.ssiiig his ill-f.'ited ( ij.tne : - 

‘Most accursed dog ot an aeiinsed race,* lie 
said, uw'akening with his dei p and .sullen voice 
the .sullen cchots of his diingeoii xault, *seest 
thou these scales i ' 

The iiuliapp^y.lew' retmned a feeble affirmative. 

‘Tn these vciy .scales sb.ilt tlioii w'eigli me 
out,’ said the Kdent less h'lion, ‘ a t liousan<r.sil\er 
imunds, after the just meaMiie and weight of 
the Tower ot London.’ 

‘Holy j\l)i.ili.iiii ' ’ letnined the .lew', finding 
voiei* thioiigh the %eiy exlremilj <»f his danger, 
‘heaid man ever siwli a demand / Who ever 
lusiid, even in a minstier.s tale, of such a siim 
as a thousand pounds of silver Wliat human 
.sight was everldessed willi the M’sion of aneh a 
mass ot Irensiiie i Not within the walls of York, 
ians.iek my house and that of all 1113’ tribe, 
wilt thou find the tithe ot th.st huge .sum of silver 
that thoii .sjieakesl ol.’ 

‘I am iiasoiiahle,’ aii.swered Fiont dc-lkeuf, 
‘and if silvei lu‘ scant, I rctiise not gold. At 
the inte ot a m.nk of gold lor e.nh six pounds of 
silver, thou shalt fiee ihy unbelieving eareaas 
iioin such jmnisliiiK'iit as’ thy lieait has never 
even eoneeived.' 

‘ Have Tiu'iey on me, noble knight ’’exclaimed 
Isaac; ‘1 am old and pool and helpless. It 
weie luiwoithy to trinmxm over me It is a poor 
deed to eiush a w'orm.* 

‘Old thou mayest be,’ re])lied the knight; 
‘more shame to their folly \^ho have sutleied 
thee to glow grey in usury and knavery— - Feeble 
thou ma3’^esi be, forw’ljrii had a Jew' either heart 
or hand i — Hut lieli it i.s well known thou art.* 

‘ 1 swear to 3’oii, noble knight,’ said the Jew', 
‘h3' all nhieli I believe, and by all wliieli wq 
believe in eommon - 

* IVijiirc not tb3self,’ said the Norman, in- 
ter! ujitiiig liini, ‘and li*t not thine obstinacy seal 
tby doom, until thou hast .seen and well con- 
sideied the kilo that awaits thee. Think not I 
speak to thee only to exute thy terror, and 
jiraetise on the base cowardice thou hast derived 
from thy tube. I swear to tbeo by that which 
thou dost ^o^ bidieve, by the gospel which our 
Chiireli leache.*!, and 113 the keys which arc 
given her to bind and to loose, that ray jiurposo 
is deep and peremptory. This dungeon is no 
place for trifling, riisoner-s ten thousand times 
more (listinguKshcd than thou have died within 
these walls, and their fate hath never been 
known ’ Hut for thee is reserved a long and 
lingering death, to w'hich theirs were luMir3'.* 

lie again made a signal for the slaves to ap^ 
pniach, and sjiokc to them aiiart, in tlieir own 
language ; for he also had been in J^alcstino, 
where, perliaps, he had learnt his lesson of 
cruelty. The Saracens produced from their 
baskets a ipiantity of charcoal, a pair of bellPiwi, 
h fiask of oil, Whilo tho qoo etntek a 




>vVlfti*|i $tttt and steol, tlip otli^r di‘^fted ilia 
\''0W^oal lU tlio lar^f# ]u<4t> /into wLi fi W* liaVo 
\rit1aiady mentioned, in<l t\(i(is<d the bellows 
u U|»fil the fuel c urn to a icd f'\ov, 

^Seest thou, Isiu, snl di Hauf, ‘the 

ran^of non l>iisah»vi tint ,jj]o\viij/ chiurul?* 
--oti tint wiiin jomh thou shilt In, MtripjK I ( f 
IIi^lIoIIks as il Ihoii Mut to Kst oji a Iw I ol 
doun Olio of th( ( slu b shill iinnifiiu tlu 
iiio beneath ih((, whilo fhe otinr shdl inoint 
thy wretoliul limbs with oil h t the iohI ‘• lioiild 
bum — Now, choose Ik t\\i\t smli i s < i Inn <-1 f 
and the tuymcnf of i tlio isiu 1 ji muds c f ihu 
foi, by the head of my hilni, flioii Imsf u > f lliti 
option * 

‘It IS impossihl , <\(liiiiul tlu mist idle 
Tew -‘if is impo d h tli it } mi puipetsf cm Ik. 
KaP The good fiol of iiituu mvci made a 
lioait ea]>ibh fit c \( h i in ' s i (iii(Jt> 

‘Tiustnott that Isani snd 1 1 ntdelTiuf 
‘ it weie a fitil ui >i 1) > t fh m f 1 ink t nl J 
who have sten a iiwii i k ' in whi h ihoii 
^inds of my ( inisliiu ( miilTyiiKii pciislu I hy 
swird, liy fJ >k{ md by fm will lil n b fiom my 
piuposotu til Old III Ol seicimsff < lu single 
wiLtclud bw^ Ol Ibiiikist fliou 111 it tin s( 
wntliy slivts win lino luillu! I in eonntiy 
iioi cons<iciK( but tbcii mist i s will who um 
file poison, Ol tlio st ik( oi tlu poiiind oi flu 
roil, at lus sli/bU t wink tliiiilvi t lb ui tint 
//levwill hi-M m uv, who do ml i\en uiibi 
still the liiiguiu 111 wliuh it is isktd^ lU 
wise, old nun , dis liaige thy sell of a poiti m of 
thy supeilluoiH woilth , upiy to the liiiids of i 
Chiistuiii a ]mt of whit thou hast ai<pimd hy 
the iisuiy tlini hist piwtiscd on those of Ins 
icligion 1 hy cunning may K>on swell out once 
inoio thv shuv( lU 1 pinse, 1 ut ncitlui luih noi 
medu me cui n stoic* thy s oiclu d In k ni 1 fl sh 
weit thou oiuc tut lu 1 on tlus ] ns Idl 
down thy i msoiu I siy anl itjut ihil w 
su hi it( thou caust u U< in tlu ti )u t dungt m 
the socuts of winch lew hi\t kUiiiu 1 to tdl 
I Wistft no moic woidiwith thrt choose] twfcii 
thy drosi ui I thy fhsh ind hi md nid is thou 
ohoosest, so sh ill it ix ’ 

‘ So may Abi ili im f icob md all tlu fithci 
of onr people issi I iiu siul Pii , ‘I laiiint 
iiiiko tlK ihoui, be iiisc J liuc not the m iiis 
of satisfying \o n c\()i}itiuf I iiuikP 

‘ Sei/c him in I sfiip him, slurs siil tie 
knight, ‘and let the fith is ol hs iicc a ist 
him if they c m ' 

'Ihe assi Lints liking tluii diieclion moie 
fiom the baioii •* eye and his hiiid tliin his 
tmgiie, oiuc nioic stepped foiw ii 1 lul bauds 
outlie uiifntuiuU Isiie, jiluckcd him up fio^jii 
the giomul md h 1 hug Jiim lietweeii them, 
Wilted th biidb irtul biion^ fuith » signal 
The unhiipy 1 w uc I th u founkiuiurs md 
thxt of I lout d V \ I 111 ho])e of discoveung 
BOme.syinpt >ms ol i 1 nting bid tint of the 
H'baion OJilubife I lb sime < dd half sullen, half 

S ica^tie smih whidi hil been ibo pielude to 
B cruelty ail 1 tlu six lu (yo oi Sanrens, 
J' 'toJUllg gloomily uiubi tlui ilail blows •uepni 
Pjtog ^ y 0 t mou ‘^misfei (^pn ion by the white 
of the circle which suiremnds tlu pupil, 

' « * p ' — — - .1 

^ * Note r Tortures on the Hwh 
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ovineed rather the aecrct pleiM)fir«| 
expected iiom the appiOaching acene, jjtdy 
rnluctaiue to be its directors oi The 

Jew then Jc »1 ed at the glowing uunsco over 
w hi h Ju as jut scntly to be stutclied, and &e(- 
111' 11 > clinuc (f his tonne ntoib lelenting^ his 
icsejutum i\c w ly 

1 will 1 ly lu lul, ‘ the thousand pounds of 
sihti 111 it IS lu added aft 01 amomenlS])aubC, 

I will ])ay it with tlu help of n y bictliion , foi 
I must beg is i nuiidu'iiit it the door of Our 
\ii I 'oguc eic 1 m il e ii|> so unluaid of a sum — 
lu n an I wiu i mu t it be dt imied T 
‘ JJcie rcplu I lioiit tk nenif, ‘hoie it Snu<t 
1 ( d(li\i led w diL I it must 1 e —weighed and 
told d >w 11 on tin ve ly eliinge on flooi — Thmkest 
Hum 1 will ])iit wiih thee uii4il tliy lansoni is 
see UK ' 

‘ ^jul wlnt IS to be my sinety,' «aid the Jew, 
tint I slnll ]»e at hbeily eftei tlii^ lailsom is 
I lid i 

llu weld ef a N imui noble, thou pawn- 
li king slui, niweied 1 lont de Beiuf , ‘the 
filth of a Noi mail uihhiiiLii, moii pmo than 
tlu gold and sil*(i of tlue nul all thv tube 
‘1 eii\( nitdoii, noble Ind, said Isaac 
timielly butwheielue should I uly wholly OH 
the woid ol one wlio will tiiisf nothing to mine*' 
Ike insr thou cm 1 not help it Tow,* sird 
llu knight sltinly ‘Weit thou now in thy 
ticisuK (hmibei it \oik, iiul weic I craving a 
loin of thy he led , it wemhl hr thine to dictate 
the tmu ol payiiieiit, and the j>k 3ga oi seeuiity. 

J his IS my tie asuic chimbti Heu I have thco ■'f 
it aehaiitago iioi will 1 again deign to repeat 
the teims on winch I gi lut thie liberty * 

The Jew groiiud deeply — ‘Gimt me,* ho 
said, ‘ it 1( ist with my own libeity, that of ihe 
companions with whom I ti i\el Phey sooinod 
rn IS \ bw yettluy ])itied my desolation, onct 

I ( iiise they tniud to ,iul me Iw the way, a 
si IK ol my evil bitb conu n] e i ilieiu , moreover, 
tlu y iniy eoiiliil ut iii some s» it to inyiaiitrom ' 

‘ 11 thou mi iiu t \oiid( i Sive ii churls,* said 

I I nt de B I ui tlu ii i iii om will chpciid lljion 
otli i tenns tlini tlnue Miucl time own con- 
cun , Jew, 1 \ iin tlur, and middle not with 
th )se of otiius ’ 

‘ T am, then s iid Isaac, ‘ only to be set ai ^ 
1 1) ity togellici with mine woinicled fiiend ?* 
slull J twi c K oiiiiiiLiid it, said Front de- 
Buif, ‘to a soi^ ol Isiail to meddle with his 
own eoncern md hue those of otliers alouo T 
Since! thou lust made tl y choice, it lemaiHS 
but Ik it tl oil payest down thy laiibom, and 
that at a sheut day ’ 

‘\ct hcai me,' slid the Tew —‘for the sake of 
that \eiy wealth wlnrh them wouldst obtain &t 
tlu fsptnsp of thy’ --Hun he stopped Shori, 
all ail of iiiititing the savage Norman Bui 
T ront de Baiif only Imghed, and himself tilled 
up the blank at which the Jew had hoait^iied^ 

* At the exjK nse of my eoiise lence, thc^ muldst 
siy, Jsiie , '.peak it out I tell thoe, t aJiH 
leisonablc I can bear the repioaches of 
e\en wlini thii losei is a Jew, Thou UOt 
so ]iatient, Isaic, when thou didst lUtohe 
against Jacques Fit/dotterel, for eauing Ib^ # 
usunous blood-sucker, when thy ^s4 

devoured his jiainmony,* 
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^ 1 e(WG4)r hr the Talmud/ said the Jtar, * that 
jTOUi? valour has been mi«dod in ihat inattu 
FitzdOtteipl diow his poniard upon mo lu inino 
own chamber, because 1 oia\((l him loi mine 
own silver . The turn ol jin^imiiL n is dm it 
Iho Passovi i ' 

* I caio not what In did sii<l 1 loiit dc 11 till 
*tho question i-», whin shill I hni nnm owu^ 
- when sh ill 1 h i\ I tin slulvd i » i< / 

^Let iny duighln rubiii i ioith to 'V nh 
answered Ism, with}(iii silc roiidud ndh 
knight, and so s)on is nun ind lioisi ( ui u 
tinn, the ti( isuH — llui In t^foun I dit 1 13, 
but added, it t(i the I 111 diltw (find th 
treisine shall 1 < t Id I wmi on tin i\ 01 
*Thy duightfi > iid li uit d( 1. iil is jf 

surpiisod, ‘1^3 111 i\ 11 •! Ml I would I hid 

known ol tins I didiii I tint 3 mdu lilick 
bjowed gul bid b cii tli^ ion iibiiic and I gui 
hei to bt* a hmdnindiii tj Sn Ibiin di Bin 
Omlbtrt, afti-i 11 k filnni d }itiiutli nid 

heroes ot tin iIi'ns ol old, who sit us m thrse 

inatteis a whohsoiiK cxaiiqili 

TJk 3dlwhuh Is 1 11 idisc I at this mifdlniv' 
(OinminiK ition 11 aiK tin. aciv \iiilt to 
and astonnlid the Iw ) Siii tiis so hukIi tint 
thoykt £,0 thill hold ot tin Tiw Ik naihd 
liunselt ot hiSMilaif'emfiit tolhi )w Innisdt on llu 
pavement anddisplhi knusot I imt d< Bint 
‘Take all Init y m h im asked, stid Ik Sii 
Knight tikt till tinus in ni icdiiio im t) 
lum and luggn^^if thou wilt '-1113 )>ic lu mi 
with tliy^ioniaiil bioil im on tint fiiinin, but 
Spate my dinghlu, ddnti 1 ki in sifd) and 
honour 1 As thim lit 1 oni o( woiniii span tin 
honour of a lidjihs niaiihn — She is the niugi 
of my dll cast a Rulifl hi is thf list of si\ 
pledges ot hci lov( A\ iJ 1 \ ou dc pi i\ 1 i w idow ed 
husband ot his soU imnining conifoit f '\\iU 
you 1 educe 0 tithci to wish tint Ins onl3 living 
child wcu lud 1( nil bn dt id iiiotbu, 111 tin 
tomb of 0111 fatluis ' 

‘ I would,* said the Xoiman, soinowbal iihnt 
mg, ‘that 1 b id know n ol tins belou 1 thought 
yoiu lacc had loved nutlnng save tin 11 inomy 
bags ’ 

‘Think not so vild3 of ns, Iiws though wi 
be,’ said Isajii, ci^^n to iinpiovi tin nioninit 
ot appaient syinpithv , Mht hiiul d to\ thetii 
tilled wild tat lovis its 30011 tin disjisid and 
pel scented laeo ot Abi *1111111 Jov tlini < Iiil tic u ' 
‘Be it so,’ Slid i lont (U TVut , ‘1 will bduvt 
it m future, Is lie, tin tli> vi i v siko -but it aids 
ns not now, I ciniiot Jiilp win I bis Inppiied, 
or what is to follow , my woid 1 passnl to 
my oooiiado m nm*’ 1101 would I bi« ik it foi 
ton Jews and Jewesses to b(ot Besides, wh^ 
ahoujdst tliou llmik evil is to rome to tin 
girl, oven il she bn inn Bois (luilbcit f» booty ^ 
‘Thexe will, tbero mu t ’ csfliimcd Ism, 
wringing Ills hands in agony, ‘wlini did r<ni 
plara bieatho auglit but ciu(!l> to nun and 
dxehonpni to women ^ ’ 

* of an infidel,’ said Fioiit dc Bo uf, with 
«>i||Hirkling eyes, and not son 3, ])orhaps, to sti/e 

a pr^tAxt ror woikmg himstll into a imssum, 
'bfasphcuio not the ITolyOrdoi of the Temple 
of Zion, bnt take thought instead to pay me the 
r$nsom thou liast promised, or woe betide thy 
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♦Robbei and villain said the Jew, letortin^ 
the insults ot his opfiresaor with itassion, whnh, 
howivei impotent, lio now found it mqios&iblc to 
1 iidk ‘ I will piy thee nothing— not oih silver 
]Mmv will 1 I i3r tine, uiiIlss my danghtei li 
(U liv Ml It) me in itt l3r ind honour • ’ 

Alt tin 11 in Ihv sm^ s Isiaclik said the 
\Mniin tMiilv his tin tl(sh and blood a 
(bum a i 11st Ik did 11 m iml sr ildiiig oil 

I ( lu m t >’ Slid tin bw u lukud dcsjieiatO 
l\ pilMiiil itl tun ‘( 1 ) tb3 woist My 
dnijjhtd IS my IK b nl bkod, (kaid to mo 
i thonsind turns tbni tliosf Inul s whidi thy 
iindtv Ihn liui No 1 \m wjH 1 givi thec, 
mil ss J WMJ to p IT* li nulttn down thy 
i\ 111 I )ns till nl — n in' a siUm p(nii> wiJl 
1 gi\( thn Ni/umu wm it to sivi lliec tiom 
tin (kip d linn »ti )u tl \ wb 1 liii has imiitak 
I ikt m\ lili it tliou will mil ‘nay, the Jew, 
inn Isl liio toiluus, kiuw bow to disappoint iho 
( luisti in 

‘H( sliill si( tbit,’ Slid I j out do Ba Ilf , ‘for 
b\ 11k bhss (1 100(1 whidi is tin iboiiiniilK n of 
liiy u in s(d till (, till n slult lid tin txiumilKs 
ot iiK ind stid f Stiiji Jilin, slivis, and diain 
ill'll d )wn ii])on the 1 us ' 

In s| ill ol tin if lU siiiig/ks of tlie old 
mil) Uk SiiKMis 1 id iIm uly tmi tiom him 
Ins uppM iniKiit, indwMt ji m ding lot illy 
t > disiob( liim wliMi tin sound ol j bugle, twuo 
wimbd witliout tin tasili leiidiakd e\pn to 
the iu( scs ot tin diingMi) Mid immediately 
aftci loud voids wcK b aid 1 ailing lor Sir 
Ligniild 1 tout de Bauf T nwilling to bo 
lound (iigi^dl in this liLllish (xriipation, tho 
siv igc bai >n ^^ivi tin slivis i signil to lestoro 
Isaac s gainu nt, and quitting tlu dungeon with 
Ins itUndaiils b( ktt tin bw to thank God 
toi bis own (klmniue, 01 to lanuiit ova big 
d iugki( 1 s ( n tl V ity, uid piol abk 1 ili , as bis ])0i - 
)0 il 01 J) IK lit d tidings unj*lit piovi strongest. 
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1\ t l IlM 1 N l K VlT NA 

Tin aja tuKiif t) win b tin Lady Rowena 
lud ))Mn inliidiutd w is tittfd ii]) with eolUo 
iud( atbmpts ol oiinnirnt and magniticcncc, 
ind liM Idiig ]>J c(d tIuH might be consxdoied 
IS i pdiiliai iiifiik of lisped not otkrod to 1h^ 
othci piisoncis But tlicwiii ot kiont do-Bceitf, 
loi whom it hill been oiiginilly lumished, was 
k ng (it id, and (k(a\ diid lu gleet hod unpaired 
11k tiw ojiiamonts with wbidi her taste had 
uhimd it The tipestiy hung down fiom tho 
w ills in many plnops, and m olheiswas tanuslied 
and fukd under the eflei ts of the sun, 01 tattexed 
and decayed by Ihsolair, however, as it 
was, this was the ajiartmeiit of the eaatle wluth 
lud b#cn judged most fitting for tlie accompioda- 
tion of the Saxon hen ess , and lieie she was left 
to mMhtate upon liox fate, until the actois in 
this uefaiions drama had axianged the aeverftt ^ 
I^rts which eftch of them was to perform. This 
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liiui been settled in a council held by Front-do- 
]^,uf, Do Bracy, and the Templar, in which, 
after a long and an arm debate conceniing tlio 
several advantages aaIiIcIi each insisted uimii de* 
riving fnnn liis ]>eenliar share in this audacious 
enterprise, tliey liad at length <letcrniined the 
fate of their unhappy ))rihoners. 

It was about tlie hour of noon, therefore, a\ hen 
De Braey, for anIioso advantage the expedition 
had })eon first planned, api»eared to 2 >ros<*(nte 
his views mwni the hand an<l |)osses.sions of the 
Lady Rowona. 

The interval had not ontindy been hostowed 
in holding couneil with his eonlodfrales, for De 
Bracy had found leisure to decorate his person 
with all the lopjx i*y of the times llis green 
cassock and vi/ard Averc now linng aside. Ilis 
long luxuriant liair aams tiauieil to ilowin quaint 
tre8.^eH down his riehly-furred eloak. ilia beanl 
was closely shaved, Ins doublet iea<*lu‘d to Ihc* 
middle of his leg, and thf‘ girdb' wlihdi seemed 
it, and at the same time MijqKutcd his jionderous 
SAVord, Avas einhroidered and embossed AVith gold 
work. We have alre idy noticed the extia\agant 
fashion of the shoes at this jieriod, and the points 
of Maurice de Bracy ’s might have ehallengcd 
the jirize of extravagance Avith the gayest, being 
turned up and twisted like the lionis of a rain. 
Such Avas tlie dress of a gallant of the ii^iiud , 
and, in the jiresent instance, that ellVct was 
aided by the handsome jierson and good de- 
meanour of the AN oarer, whose in.inneis partook 
alike of the grace of a com tier, ainl the Iraiikiuss 
of a soldier. 

Hesaluted Rowena by dolling hia velvet bonnet, 
garnished AN ilh a golden brooeh, representing St. 
Mieha<‘] trampling doAvn tlie Prince of KauI. 
With this, he gently motioned the lady to a 
scat ’, and, as she still letained her standing 
jioslure, tlie knight ungloved Ids liglit hand, 
and motioned to conduct her tliitlier. But 
Uowona declined, by her gesture, tlie jiroffered 
ooinpliment, and replied, ‘If I he in the ])reseiiec 
of my jailor, Sir Knight nor Avill eiicimiscanecs 
allow me to think otherwise— it best becomes lus 

S risouer to remain standing till she learns her 
oom.’ 

‘Alas! fair RoAVOiia,' returned Do Brao}^ ‘y<»u 
are in preaeiiee of your captixT, not your jailer ; 
and it is from your fair eyes that De Braey inii'-l 
receive* that doom AAhieh you fondly e\2»cet from 
him.’ 

‘1 knoAV yon not, sir,’ said the lady, di\*ANing 
herself up Avilh all the jirido of ofreiidod rank 
and lieauty ; ‘ I know you not -and the insolent 
familiarity with Avliich yon ajiply to me the 
jargon of a troubadour, forms no aiiology for tin* 
violence of a lobbcr.’ 

' ‘To thyself, fair maid,’ answered Do Braey, 
in his former tone -‘to thine .oavu cliauiH, he 
ascribed Avhate’er 1 have done AAliich ])a*'Sed tlie 
respect due to hei niiom 1 have chosen queen ol 
my heart, and loadstar ol my eyes.’ 

, ‘ I repeat lo you, Sir Knight, that I know you 
not, and that no man aa earing rhain and spins 
’ought thus to intrude himsdf ujxm llu- preaeiico 
of an iiniiTOtoctod lady.’ 

t ‘ * ‘That I am unknown to you,’ said De Braey, 
^ ^ ^ 'ii Indeed my misfortune ; yot let me hope that 
* ; name hai} UQt been alwaj^s mispokeiii 


when min.Atrelsf or heralds liavc praised deede of 
chivalry, Avhetlicr in the lists or in the battle** 
field.’ 

‘ 'JV* herabls and to minstrels, then, leave thy 
liraise, Sir Knight,’ rejilicd KoAvena, ‘ more suiting 
for their n.outlis than for thine oAvn ; and tell 
me which of them an ill iceord in song, or in book 
o! tourney, the memorable compiest of this night, 
a conquest oiitaiued OA^er an old man, followed 
by a fcAv timid hinds ; and its booty, an un- 
fortunate maid(‘ii, transported against her will 
to the castle ol a robber i’ 

‘You are unjust, Ijady RoAvena,’ said the 
knight, iiitiiig his lijis in some eonfii&ion, and 
spisaking in a tone inoie natural to liim than that 
of aflectid gallantly, ANhhdi ho liad at first 
adojded ; ‘jf'ur^elf tivc liom passion, you can 
alloAV no excuse for the frenzy of anotlier, although 
caused by your onnii beauty.’ 

‘I jiray ^ou, Sir Knight,’ said Rowona, *io 
ee.ise a, language so commonly used liy strolling 
minstrels, that it berimes not tlie mouth ol 
knights or nobles. Certes, you constrain me to 
sit doAvii, sin(‘o you enter ui»ou siieli commonplace 
terms, ol A\lii(‘h each Aile iroANdor hath a stock 
that might last from licicr to (Jhristmas.* 

‘ IVoud damsel,’ said De Bracy, incensed at 
finding his gallant style ]»roeuio(I him nothing 
luit contempt pioiul damsel, thou shalt he as 
pioudly encounlercd. Know, then, tliat I have 
siqqiorted my iiretonsions to your hand in the 
NAay that best suited thy character. It is meeter 
for thy liuinoiir to he Aiooed A\ith boW and hill, 
than in set terms, and in eouitly language,’ 

‘ (yourtesy of tongue,’ said RoNNona, ‘ when it is 
used to veil ehuilisliness of deed, is but a knight’s 
giiille around tlie breast ofa liasc clown. I wonder 
not that the restraint appeals to gall you — more 
it A' ere for your lioiiom to have retained the 
diess and language of an outlaAV, than to veil 
the deeds of one under an afieetati^n of gentler 
language and dtmeaiionr.’ 

‘You counsel aacII, lady,’ .said the Norman; 
‘and ill the bold language ANbicli best justifies 
bold action, I t( 11 thee, thou slialt never leave 
this eislle, or tlum slialt leave it as Maurice Do 
Braey’s Avife. I am not Avont to be baffled in 
my eutei prise.s, nor needs a Norman noble scnipii- 
lously to Adiidicatc his conduct to tlio Saxon 
maiden Avhom be dist(>nguislies by the offer of his 
hand. Thou art })roud, RoAATiia, and thou art 
the fitter to ho my Avife. By an hat other means 
could.st thou he raised to liigh honour and to 
]n*inccly place, saving by my alliance? How 
else Avouhlst thou escape from the mean precincts 
of a count ly grange, wlierc Saxons herd with the 
sAvine Avhich form their Avealth, to take thy seat, 
liononred as thou shonldst ho, and shalt be, amid 
all in England that is distinguished by beauty, 
or dignified by poAver ? ' 

i ‘ Sir Kniglit, ’ replied Rowena, ‘ the granj^ which 
you contemn hath been my shelter from infancy; 
an<l, tnist mo, when 1 leave it — should that day 
ever arrive— it shall be Avith one who has not 
learnt to desjiisc tlie (Iaa oiling and manners itt 
Avhieh 1 have been brought up.* * 

* I guess your meaning, lady,* said Do Bracy, 
‘ though yon may think it Hop too obscure for 
my apprehension. But dream not that I^chard 

Cflew-ao-Won will ovw rsnnne bis tbrone, 
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less that 'Wilfred of Ivanlioe, his miuion, will ever 
lead thoe to his footstool, to ho there wclcomod 
as the bride of a favourite. Another suitor might 
feel jealousy while he touched this string ; but 
my linn ]mrj,)ose cannot be changetl by a passion 
so childish and so liopcless. Know, lady, that 
this rival is in my power, and that it rests but 
with mo to betray the secret of hi.-. ’ eing within 
the castle to Front-dc-Huuif, wliosc jealousy will 
be more fatal than mine.’ 

‘Wilfred here V said Rowona, in disdain ; ‘that 
is as true as that Front-de-Iia-uf is his rival.’ 

De Bracy looked at her steadily for an instaut. 
‘Wert thou really ignorant of this?’ said he; 
‘didst thou not know that Wilfred of Ivanhoo 
travelled in the litter of the Jew?- a meet eou- 
veyauco for the* crusader, ^hosc doughty arm 
was to eompicr the Holy Sejuilehre !’ And he 
laughed scorufully. 

‘And if ho is here,’ .said Rowena, compelling 
herself to a tone ofindiirereiice, though treinhling 
with ail agony of amu’chension nhich she could 
not .supprc.sa, ‘in what is he the iival of Front - 
dc-Bceuf ? or what has he to fear beyond a short 
iinprisoiinient, and an honourable ransom, ae- 
coming to the use of chivalry ? ’ 

‘Rowena,’ said Do Bracy, ‘art thoii too dceeiv<‘d 
by the common error of thy sox, who think thoio 
can be no rivalry but that respect iiig their own 
charms? Knonost thou not iliero is a jealousy 
of ambition and of wealth, as noil as of love ; 
and that this our host, Froiil-de-Bu'uf, will juisli 
from his road him who oppoM‘S liis claim to the 
fair barony of Ivanhoe, as readily, eagerly, and 
unscrupulously as if he were jueftTied to liim hy 
some blue-eyed damsel ? But smile on my suit, 
lady, and the woniuled chaiui»ion shall have 
nothing to fear from Front-de-Buiif, wliom cbjc 
thou inaycsL monru for, as in the hands of one 
wdio has never slionn (*om])Jission.’ 

‘Save him. for the love of Heaven!’ .said 
Rowena, her iirmiu'ss giving way under terror for 
her lover’s imi)cnding fal(3. 

‘I can -I will it is my luirpose,’ said I)e 
Bracy ; ‘ for when Rowcua consents to hi* the 
bride of De Bracy, who is it sliall dare to juit 
forth a violent hand uj»ou her kinsman - the son 
of her guardian- the eoiujiaiiion of her youth ? 
But it is thy love must buy his pioteetion. I am 
not romantic fool enough tojiirthcr tlie fortune, 
or avert the fate, of one who is likely to be a 
successful obstacle between nicwJind my wishe.s. 
IJse thine influence with ino in liis liehalf, and 
he is safe— refuse to enijdoy it, Wilfred dies, and 
thou thyself art not the nearer to freedom * 

‘Thy language,' aiKswererl Rowena, ‘hath in 
its iiidifTorentbluntiiess something which cannot 
be reconciled with the horrors it seems to express. 
I believe not that thy purpose is so wicked, or 
thy power so great.’ 

‘Flatter thy.solf, then, with that belief,’ said 
De Bracy, * until time shall 2 >rove it false. Thy 
lover lies^woundcd in this castle - thy ])refcrrell 
lover. He is a bar betwixt Front-de-Bieuf ami 
that which Front - <le - Breuf loves better than 
either ambition or beauty. Wlial will it cost 
beyond the blow of a poniard, or the iliinst of a 
javelin, to silence his opposition for ever ? Nay, 
were Front-de-Boiuf afraid to justify a deed so 
open^ let tbo leech but give his patient a wrong 


draught — let the chamborlajii, or the imrso nho 
tends “him, but pluck the pillow from his head, 
and Wilfred, in his present condition, is s]»ed 
wit hold the ell'usion of* blood. Cedric also ' 

‘And (k'dric also,’ said Rowena, re])caliiig liis 
viords; ‘ my nol»le- -iiiy generous gnarilian ! I 
de.serve the evil I ha\c encountered, for forget- 
ting his fate <'\en in that of lus son ! ’ 

‘ Cedric’s fate also de 2 >ond.s upon tliy deter- 
mination,’ said De Bracy ; *aiid 1 leave thee to 
form it.’ 

Hitherto, Rowena had snslaiiied her ]»art in 
this trying scene with undisina^i'd CAmrage ; but 
it was because she had not eonsidereil tlie da^igcr 
as serious and imminent. Her disi>osition was 
natnrall}' that which idiysiognomisis consider 
as ]»roper to fair eomjdexions, mild, timid, and 
gentle ; but it bad been tempered, and, as it wore, 
bardeued, by the eireunistunees ol* her education. 
Aeeiistoined to M‘e the will of all, oven of Odiio 
himself (suflieiently arbitral y w’ith others), give 
way before her wi'^hes, hlie had acquired lliat 
sort of courage and solf-coiifidejice which ari.scs 
from tJie habitual and constant deference of the 
circle in wdiieli wt mo\e. She could scarce con- 
ceive the j>ossihi]ity of licr will being ojmosed, far 
Jess that of its being treat (*il with total uisregard. 

Her Inanglitiness and habit of dominion was, 
therefore, a fiotilious character, induced over 
that A\hieli was natural to her, and it doseited 
h(‘r w'hen her eyes wen* opened to the extent of 
her own danger as w’ell as that of her lover and 
her guardian ; and wdien she found her W’ill, 
the siigliti'st expiession of wliieh was wont to 
command resj>eet and attention, now placed in 
oppiusition to that of a man of a strong, tierce, and 
determined mind, who [lossessed the advantage 
over her, and w'as resolved to use it, she quailed 
hefore-him. 

Afttr tasting her eyes around as if to look for 
the aid wliieh was nowhere to he found, and 
after a fi*W' broken interjections, she raised her 
hands to heaven, and burst into a yiassion of 
uncontrolled vexation and sorrow'. It was im- 
possible to sec BO heautihil a creature in such 
extremity W'ithoiit feeling for her, and De Bracy 
was not nniuoved, tliougli be was yet more <*ru- 
Itarrassed than ioiiehed. He had, in truth, gone 
too far to recede; and yet, iu Row'eiia’s ju'cscnt 
condition, she could not he acted on either by 
argument*' or threats. He paced the apartment 
to and fro, now vainly exhorting the terrifled 
maiden to compose herself, now hesitating eon- 
cerniug his own line of conduel. 

‘If,’ thought he, ‘I should ho moved by tho 
tears and sorrow of t Ids dis(*onholale damsel, what 
sliQuhl I reap but the loss of those fair Iio]m* 8 for 
which 1 have tiicouutcred so much risk, and tho 
ridicule of Triiiee John and Ids jovial comrades? 
And yet,’ he said to himself, ‘ I feel myself ill 
framed for tho jiart which I am ])laying. 1 can- 
not look on BO fair a face w'bilc it is disturbed 
with agony, or on those eyes when they are 
drownoil in tears, I would slic had retained lier 
original haughtiness of disposition, or that 1 Iiad 
a largiT share of Front-dc-Ba-ufs tliricc-tempcred 
hardness of heart ! * 

Agitated by these thoughts, he could only bid 
the unfortunate Rowena be comforlod, and assure 
her that as yet she liad no reason for the excess 
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of despair to wliicli she was now giving way. 
Blit in this Usiv of consolation Dc Uracy was 
internipto<l hy tin* horn, ‘ lioarsu-winded blowing 
far and keen/ vvJiicli had at the saiiie time alarmed 
the other inmates of the eastlc, and intcrru]»lcd 
tlioir several plans of avarice and of lic»*ueo. . Of 
thorn all, ])(iiha]»s, De llniey h‘ast regretted the 
interruption ; for his coiiloremc vvith the Lady 
Kowoua had arrived at a point where he found 
it equally dillieiiU to pioseeule or to lesign his 
enter] n’ise. 

And here we cuimd but tbink it necessary to 
oiler some better juoof than tin* ineidents of an 
idle tiile, to vindicate the niehinelioly representa- 
tioii of manners wliieh has ])eeii just laid befoje 
liie reader. It is grievous to think that those 
valiant barons, to w hose* stand against the crown 
the liberties of Liighind were iiulebted for their 
oxistciKie, should themselves have been such 
dreadful ojipressors, ami eap.ibl(’ ot excesses con- 
trary not mdy to the laws of England, luit to 
those of naiuie ami liuiiMnity. But, alas ! we 
have only to extract from tlie industrious Henry 
one of tliOAC niuiierous jiassages vvhiidi he has 
eollectcd from eontein[>orary histoiians, topiove 
that lietioTi itself can liardly reaeli the dark 
reality of the lunuors of tlie period. 

The desiTijilion given by the author of the 
Haxon Chronicle of the cruelties exercised in 
the reign of King Steph(‘n by the great barons 
and lords of castles, who were all Xonuans, affords 
a strong juoof of the exeessiss of which tln*y 
were ea|)able wlu*n Iheir jnsdoiis were inllaineiL 
‘Tliey grievously oppressed the poor people bv 
building castles ; and when tliey weie luiilt they 
filled them with wicked men, or rather devils, 
who seized both men and women who the) 
imagineil had any money, threw them into 
jirison, ami jmt them to more ciuel tortures than 
the martyrs (‘ver endmvil. 'J’Ik'v siilfoealed some 
ill mud, and sus]»eiide(l otheis by the feet, or (he 
head, oi the thumbs, kiudliiig (lies below tliem. 
They squeezed tbi- lu-ads of some with knotted 
cords till they pieixed their hi.iius, while they 
threw others into diingeoihs swaiming vcith 
serpents, snakes, ami loa<ls.’ lint it would be 
eruel to put the rearler to tlie pain of jienising 
the rcniaiiidcr of this des.-iipli<m.* 

As another iiistiiius' of these bitter fruits of 
eomiuesl, and })erliai)s the strongest that can he 
(jUoted, we may iiieiiiion, that tlie Priiieisa 
jVlatilda, though a daughter ot the King of Scot- 
land, and afterwards both (Jne<*ii of Eiigkind, 
ni('(*c to Edgar Atheliiig, ami mother to the 
Kmpress of (Termaiiy, the daughb-r, llio wile, 
ami the motliei ofmoaarchs, vva.s ohiigoii, dining 
Imre.Ml) n'sideiiee hu idiieatiou in England,, to 
assunu' tin' \«-il of .1 nun, the only means of 
♦‘rteapiug th* hcei.tioU'- pursuit ol tho IS’uijjmn j 
nobles, t lie .st.ijrd bef 10 a gnat 

eoum-n of the eler.;) of EnghuMj. the sole 
reason lor her having tlie religious habit. 

T.ho asaembldl chugy mlnutud the validity of 
the plea, and the, notoriel N ol the Mieuinstanees 
upon vvlueli it was fonmled ; giving thus an 
liiuuhitahle iiinl most len.arkahle tesiimoijv to 
the oxisteiuio of that disgraceful lii*. m e],y wlii<-li 
that ago was stained. It wan a matter of ]ud.lic 


knowledge, they said, that after the conquest of 
King ’^^'illiam, his Norman followers, elated by 
so great a victory, acknowledged no law but 
tiicir own wicked jiloasurc, and not only despoiled 
the eomiuered Saxons of tlieir lands and their 
goods, but invaded the Iionouv of their wives 
.iml of tlicir daughters with the most unbridled 
lii-cnce ; ami beiicc it wa.-. tlieii common for 
ni<ii rolls and maidens of iioldc families to assume 
the vul, and take shelter in convents, not as 
called tliilher by the vocation of Hod, hut solely 
to piesfivc theii honour from the, unbridied 
w i( kedness of man. 

Such and so licentious vvei'c the times, ss 
announced ]»y tlie puldic deebnation of the 
a‘'seiiibled clergy, recorded l»y Ladincr ; and wo 
need add nothing ilioro to vindieato the prolia- 
bility of the scenes whidi we have detailed, and 
are about t.* •le+‘«i!, upon tlio more apocryphal 
autboriiy of the Waidour RLS. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

1 11 \euo hci av ihe lion woos his bride. 

Jll/OoLAS. 

WiiibK the scene's we have described were 
])assing in other parts of the castle, the Jew'ess 
Rebecca awaited her fate in a distant and seques- 
t*'red turret. Jilt her she had been led by tw’o 
of lier disguiscil ravisliers, anil, on being thrust 
into the Jiille cell, she loiniil hersell in tho 
pieseuce of an old siliyl, who kept murmuring 
to lieiself a Saxon rh)me, as i( to beat time to 
the revolving dance which hei spindle was jier- 
lonning upon the floor, Tlie hag raised her 
head as Kebeeea entered, and scowled at the* fair 
Jewess with tin* malignant envy with which old 
age and ugliness, wlien uiiil(‘d wilji evil condi- 
tions, arc apt to look uiion )uiitli and beauty, 

‘Thou mu^t up and away, old housc-cricket,' 
said one of the men ; ‘our nolile mastei eommands 
it - Thou must leave this eliainln*r to a faiicr 
gue,si.’ 

‘ Ay,' giumbJed the liag. ‘ even thus is service 
reijuited. 1 Jiave known when my hare word 
would have cast the licst mau-at-aruis among y© 
out of saddle and oyt of service ; and now must 
1 u}> and away at the eoinmaml of every groom 
such as thou,’ 1 

‘Hood Darnu UiTih'd,’ said llic other man, 
‘.stand not to leasoii on it, but up and aw'ay. 
Loid’s bests must be listnied to vvitli a (pdek 
ear. Thou hast had thy day, old dame, but thy 
sun has long been set. Tlioii art now the very 
cmlJem of an old war-horse Uiined out on the 
Iwirren he.ilh thou hast had thy (laecs in thy 
time, lint now a brok<*n aiuhle is the best of 
(lu'iu. Come, amble olfwiili thee.* 

‘ ill omens dog )e both ! ’ said the old woman* 
‘'lud a kennel bi* your burying- pi ace 1 •May tlie 
evil demon Zcniebock tear me limb from limb, 
if 1 leave my own cell ere I have spun out the 
hemp on my distalf ! ’ 

‘ Answer it to our lord, then, old liouse-fiend,* 
said the man, and retired ; leaving Rebecca in 
company with the old woman, u))on whose 
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* What devil’s deed lia\p tluy now in the 
wind said the old ha^^, miiniraiing to heistll, 
>ot from time to tinii cistiiig i sidilniwr iiid 
malignant glance at Rtbtua , ‘but it is <asv to 
guosi — Bright eyts, blick locks, 'iiid a skin hkt 
pipei, eiL the |uicst stilus it with his bluk 
unguent— A}, it n tasj to gius wh> tluy suid 
h(i to this loin tinn t, whcnn i si k (ould no 
moio be Ik iid tliiii at the d( plh ot ti\( hundiul 
iathonis Im no ith ilu » ii th - Thou w ilt liai c ow 1 ^ 
for thy lu ighboms, fiii oiu , ind ilicii scunus 
will bo he lid as tii iiid is niiuh itgaidcd is 
tliino own Outlindish loo, slit said iiiiikin^, 
the ditss iiid tin ban of Ib lx u i ‘ li it counti} 
ait thou ()1 ^ a Suactn ^ oi an I ^v|>ti m ^ \\ li^ 

dost lut answii -thou < lust \\m j) v iiist thou 
not spt ik < ’ 

‘ Bo not align g)od niotlui siid Rrhctci 

‘Thou iKKlst bi\ no moil,’ K}ilKd ITiliud , 
‘mtii know a tox hy tin tiam, and v lowtss by 
lui tongue ’ 

‘loi tlu sak< (jf iiuKj ’ Slid lb Uni, tdl 
ni( wlut 1 am to i\[ni t i Ilu nuulusioii ol tlu 
viokiKc whioh hith diiggid iiu hitluc Is it 
niy lilc tluy seek, to it »iu loi iny icligiou 1 
will Uy it down chttitullj ’ 

‘Th} lib, iiiimoii i answiiid tlu sihyl, ‘whiL 
would t iking thy life pU isuic tluiiW— Tiusl 
me, th^ life i» III 110 jkuI wSmh usigc shilt 
thou h iv( as w is oiu t thought good enough toi a 
noble SaKoii maiden , And shill a Jewess, like 
thee, lepiiic because slie hitli no hctbi ^ Look 
at me Ianh is youiii^ iiul twue as f m as thou 
when hontde Beeuf, lilhei ot this Ibgiiiild 
and his Noun ms, stoinud this i isth IVl} 
tathci and his semi sons dc iciide I then mluiit 
nice tiom to stoic ^ liom elianiUi to 

tliainba — fheu w is not i loom, not a step of 
the still, that was not slippciy wiOi then bloo I 
Tlu y died — tin y du d t vt i y ni iii , ind eic tlu ii 
bodies we 1C cohl, and tie then lilood w is djied, 

I hid bccoiiic the pity and the stoin ol the 

COIKJULIOI I ’ 

‘Is theie' no help ^ Alt time no me ins <1 
escape f said Relict ex Richly, iiclil) wtmhl 1 
retpiite tliiiu aid ’ 

‘Ihmkiiolof it, sndtht lug, Mioin heiut 
tluH IS HOC St ipt hut till tmgli tlu g lies of tleifli, 
and it IS latt , Jatt , she itlth d, ^.li ikiiig lit i gu y 
hoatl, ‘eio these t»pt n to us » \ti d is etuiifoit 
to lliink lliat we lene btlimtl ns jii tiilli those 
who shall ho wieiehttl isomsdsts 1 ut tint 
well, Jexvess * -Jew oi (oiifilt tliy file wmiltl | 
be the same , foi thou hist to do with tlu m Ih it 
have ncithci sciiiplc iioi pity 1 nc thee well, 

I say. My thiead is spun out thy task i yet 
to begin ’ 

j ‘Stay • stiy ' foi II« utu ssikc ’’ siulReUtt i 

S y, though it he to eiiis and icvik me thy 
ence is yet some piotcetion ’ 
riic pitsciico of tlu Motlui of God w 010 no 
ection,’ answered tlu old worn in ‘lluie 
staneii,' pointing to a iiide image* of the 
[in Maiy , ‘see it she can aveit the fate that 
Lts thee.’ 

le left the room as she spoke, her featuies 
hed mto a soit of sneering laugli, wlueh 
e them seem even moie hiaeoua than their 
tual frown. She loe ked the door behind her, 
Bobecca might hear her curse oveiy step for 
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its steepness, as slowly and with dilhculty the 
ekse tilde ti the turret stalls 

Rcl>c(t X was now to c\i>ort a late even luoio 
die idtiil tlnn thitol UtAveiu, fox what pi ohi- 
bilitv was then tint eithei soltness or eeiemony 
would ho used tow uihoiic t)f hti oppicsseet lace, 
whitevti shxtlow of tluse might ho ]>ie&tivfd 
tow lids i lM\on htiiLSs/ ^cl liul the Jewess 
this ulvinligc, tint sht wi litlei jmjuud by 
liihits of thou^hl 111 I 1\ intuiil ditngth of 
iimitl, to tncoiintii the tlingtis to whuh she 
was t\]>osid 01 i siiong iiul ubstiviig eha- 
lulfi, even ti >111 lui i xihmt >t us the pomp 
iiul wt illh whu li liei tathei dis] 1 lyul withiu his 
wills, t>i whuli she witm ‘*til iii the houses of 
otlui wt ilthy llthicws, hatl nut bttii ulih to 
I hud h i to the jutt iiious ciicumst inces undei 
which they weit injtiytd Like Damoclt s at his 
(thhiated hiiujiut, Rtbecei ptipelually hiheld, 
luiitl tint goigeous disphy tlu swoid whuh 
w IS susjMiuhd ton the he it Is t)t hti pcojik by 
i Singh hill 11 k S t icfltc lions had taint d uul 
bi ought tlt)wu t<i a })itth of souiidt i judgiiunt a 
ttnipti whu Ji, uiidei otJui (iieumst iiitts, mi^lit 
hi\e V' i\t d h iu,^hty siij e icilious anti ohstiiialc. 

liom hei iatiiei s e\imili anti iiijunetious, 
Rchteta liul U lined (o btai hciself eouitcously 
tow lids ill wht) ajipioiclietl hei She eoulcl not 
indeed iimtite liiscvttss of aibstnioiuc, bfcau'-o 
she w IS a stiangfi to tlu iiuanmss ot mmd and 
to tlu roust inf state of timid ippit lunsioii by 
whuh it w isdutitid , hut she Immc heist If with 
i pioiid humilily is it submitting to tlu (mI 
lilt uni daiut s in wliieli sht w jilatti is the 
diu^litci oi i (k ]ii'>t (1 i It t, while he fell iiilid 
mintl tlu lonscioiisiKss that slu w is eiililletl to 
hold a higlui link fioin hei nuiit than the 
nhitiny despotism of itligmus ]>ie udiii pel 
imttt (I lu 1 It) I put to 

I hu i>it puul tot \pn t uhtise ( lit umst met 8, 
slu ln(la<f|iiiiid the liimiKss 111 t(s uyluiatliiig 
niulri them IJti jutstnl utu itioii it i(uued all 
lui pMsemc of miiul, mtl she sunimoiitd it up 
itrtudingly «. 

fill fjis^ t ui w n to iiisjiiet tlie apiitmont , 

] III it alh nit ft ft w ho]>t s < ithei ot t se ijie or ]uo 
tit tun It eoiit iimd lit jUki sdutpissagr nor 
ti Ip dooi, antf, unless wJieit tlu tlooi ly whuh 
slu hitlenUictl )t>im I tht m iiu buiMiiig, stnnetl 
It) be ciuiimseiil 1(1 ly the louiui e \l( not wall of 
the till tl lilt dooi hid no inside bolt or 
1 Ji Tht single window ojKiud upon an ern- 
hittlcdspur unmounting Hit iiu ct, y\ huh gave 
Rtheeta, it lust sijfht, some hopts of cseiping, 
hut slu s)(ii foi nd it hul no coimnunuatiou 
with any othti put ft Ihelutihmonls, \icing au 
isolairtl hntism, o hakony, smued, as u*»uai, 
ly a piiiptt wilk emliisuies, at whuh a lew 
iielieia might he stitioiied, loi deloiiding the 
tin let, and fl inking with then shot the wall of 
the tastlc on tli it sule* 

Thcic was, theipfoip, no hopo hut in ])as8ivo 
fortitude, and in that stiong leliaiue on Heaven 
natiiial to gieat and generous eliaiaotcia. 
Rebecca, however eiroueously taught to interpret 
the piomises of Srnpfme to the chosen people 
ol lieavou, did not eii m supposing the present 
to be then horn of tiial, oi in trusting that the 
children of Zion would he one day called in With 
the fulness of the Gentiles. In the meanjirhUe, 
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all around her sliuwcd tliat tiioir prcaont slate 
was that of jmmHliinoni and ]»rohaiioii, and that 
it was their (*h|K'cial <luty to suftcr wthout sin- 
ning, TJiiis ])]» 7 )ared to consider herself as tlic 
victim of niKslortunc, llehecea had early reiiceted 
iij>oi) h»'r own state, and schooled her mind to 
tlic dangers which she had probably to 
eii ‘ou liter. 

The jiri.sonor trembled, however, and idianged 
eolonr, when a step was hoard on the stair, and 
the door of the turret chamher slow'ly opened, 
an I a tall man, dressed as one of tliose Iwuiditti 
to wliom they owed llnir misfortune, slowly 
cnteied, and shut the door heliiml iiim ; his ea]», 
imllod (low'll upon his hrow's, eoiieealed the upper 
]>art of liis face, and lie lield his iirintle in sueh 
a manner as to mulUe the rest. In tin's guise, 
as if prepared for tlie eveeiitiou of some deed, at 
the thought of which ho W'as himself ashamed, 
h'' Kt(»od hefore the aUnghtisl pusoner ; yet, 
iiilU’in as his diess hispokc* him, he S(‘ome(l at a 
lo'is to expiess what ]nir])ose had brought him 
thither, so Ihit Ileheei'i, in iking an etJbit upon 
herself, Iwd time to anticipate his evplaiiation. 
Slio Jiad aheidy uiielasiied tw'O costly bracelets 
uu I a collar, which she liastencd to proffer to 
tlie sufiposed outlaw, coneludiiig naturally that 
to gratify liis avarice w’as to liespeak his favour. 

‘ Take tliesi*,’ sin* said, ‘good fiiciid, and for 
(loirs sake he ineiciful to me and my aged father ! 
These ornamenls aic of value, yet are they trifling 
to what he w'ould liestow to obtain our dismissal 
iiom this castle, free and iiniujiired.’ 

‘h'air flower of l*alc.stim‘,’ replied the outlaw, 

* thes(‘ peails are oiient, but th(‘y ^deld iii wbitc- 
mss to }our leetli ; the diamonds are brilliant, 
but they < a, mot match your ('yes ; and ever since 
1 liaie taken up this wild trach*, 1 have made a 
vow 1c i>U'f( r beauty to wealth.’ 

* IK» not do y»rtnself sueb wiong,’ said ll(*b(*cca; 
‘ Uke laiisoin and liaNi' imiey ’ (lold will }mi- 
chase you i>le!i'.iin‘,- to inisuso us could only 
bring thee remorse. My father will willingly 
satiate thy iitinod wishes; and if thou wilt act 
wis'dy', thou nnyest jiiiieba-.e *\itli (uir spoiU thy 
re'.toration to enil soei-'ty- inayesl obtain jiaidoii 
for ])ast eirors, and b(* ]>laeed keyoud the necessity 
of eommif Ling moie.’ 

‘It is well spoken,’ leplied the outlaiv lu 
Fieiieh, finding it dillieult piobabjy to sustain, 
in Saxon, a (Oineisalion wliieli llebeeea liad 
opened in that 1 ingnuge; ‘ hut know, bright lily 
ot tlie vale of lUea ! tliat thy fithei is ali(‘ady 
m the hands of a ]H»weilul .alchemist, who knows 
liow' to e('in ert into gold and sil\ or even the rusty 
bus of a (lungeoii grate. The venerable Isaac is 
suh|(‘eted to an alembic which will distil from 
him all lie liolds dear, wdtliout any assistance 
from my' injnests or thy entreaty. Thy ransom 
must he paid by loxc and beauty^ and in no 
other coin will 1 accept it.’ 

‘Thou art n* outlaw',’ said Iiehc(*ca, in the 
same language m wliidi he .addressed her; ‘no 
outlaw' had i(*fn%ed smh olleis. J'lo outlaw' in 
this land IK -s the diiled in which thou hast 
spoken. Tlion ait no ontliv, hut a Noniiaii a 
Norman, noble peihaps in birth Oh, ho so in 
thy aelions, uml cast off this fearful mask of 
outrage and violence ♦ ’ 

‘Aid thou, w'ho eanst guess so truly,’ said 
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Brian do Bois-Guilhcrt, dropping the mantle 
from his face, ‘art no true uaughter of Israel, 
but in ail, save youth and beauty, a very w'itch 
of Kndor. I am not can outlaw', then, fair Rose 
of Sharon, And 1 am one w'ho will be more 
promjjt to hang tliy neck and arms w'ith pearls 
and diaiiioiids, which so well becomo them, tlian 
to deprive tln^e of these ornaments.' 

‘ Wliat w oiildst thou liavc of me,’ said Rebecca, 
‘if not my wc.alth ^ — AVc can have nought in 
eommoii betw'cvn us -yon arc a (Jhristian — I am 
a Jewess. — Our union were contrary to the laws 
alike of the church and the synagogue.’ 

‘It W'crc so, irnhs'd,’ replied the Tempiar, 
laughi iig ; ‘ w eel w ith a J ew'ess I>es][iardmix — 
Not if she were the (^)ueen of Sheba. And know, 
besides, sweet daughter of Zion, that were the 
most Christian king to offer me his most Christian 
daughter, w'ith Lauguedoe for a dowTy, 1 could 
not wed her. It is against my vow to love any 
maiden oflierw'iso than jertrorw/ez/rs, as 1 will love 
thee. 1 am .a 'femplar. Behold the cross of my 
holy Order.’ 

‘Oari'st thou a]»peal to it,’ said Rebecca, ‘on 
an occasion like the present 

‘ And if 1 do so,’ said the Templar, ‘it concerns 
not thee, who ai t no believer in the blessed sign 
of our salvation.’ 

‘I believe as my fathers taught,' said Rebecca, 
‘and may (hnl forgive my belief if erroneous! 
But you, Sir Knight, what is yours, when you 
.appeal wdlhout scruple to that which you deem 
most holy, even while you are abort to transgress 
tlio most solemn of your vows as a knight, and 
as a man of religion < ’ 

‘It is gravely and well preached, 0 daughter 
of Siraeh ! ’ answered the Tiemplar ; ‘but, gtnitle 
Eeelesiastiea, thy iiaiiow Jew'i^i prejudices make 
thee blind to our high ])rivih'ge. Marriage were 
♦ni enduring crime on the pai t of a Templar ; but 
what l(‘ssor folly I may practise, 1 shall sjieedily 
be absolved from at the next I’recejitory of our 
Older. Not the wisest of monarclis, not liiH 
father, whosC examples you must needs allow 
aie w(Mghty, elaiined wuler ])ri\ilogcs than we 
iKMM* soldiers of tin* Temple of Zion have won 
l)y oiii zeal in its defence, 'fho protectors of 
Solomon’s Teiuj)le may claim licence by the 
example of Solomon.’ 

' If thou ivadesi the Scripture,’ s.aid the Jewess, 

‘ and the lives of the .s.iints, only to justifv thine 
own licence an/l profligacy, thyeriine is like that 
of him who extracts jxuson from the most health- 
ful and iiee(ss,ary herlis.’ 

The eyes of the Templar flashed fire at this 
T ‘'pi oof. — ‘ Ilearken,’ he said, ‘Rebecca ; 1 have 
hitherto spoktui mildly to thee, liut now iiiy 
language shall be that of a conqueror. Thou art 
the ea[)tive of my bow and spear— subject to niy 
will by tlie law’s of all nations ; nor will I abate 
an inch of my right, or abstain from taking 
by violence what thou refusest to entreaty or 
necessity.’ ^ 

‘St.and back,’ said Rebecca — ‘stand back, and 
h(*ar mo ere thou offerost to commit a sin so 
(leadly • My strength thou mayest indeed erver- 
jMjwer, for (»od made women weak, and trusted 
their defence to man’s generosity. But I will 
proclaim thy villany, Templar, from one end of 
Europe to the other. — I wul owe to the supersti- 
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tion of thy brethren what their compassion might 'Alas • ' said Rebecca, ‘I know it but too well 
refuse me. Each Preceptory — each Chapter of — dare I trust llicc ? ' 

thy O^cr, shall learn, that, like a heretic, thou '^la}’ my arms he reversed, and my name dia- 
hast sinned with a Jewess. Those \vho tremble honoured,’ said Ilrwn do IJois-Cliiilbert, 'if thou 

not at thy crime, will hold thee accuised for shalt luive reason to eomijlain of me! Glanya 

liaving solar dishoiiourud tlie cioss thoiiwearest la\\, many a ernnmaiulmeiit, have I broken, but 
as to follow a daughter of my ])eople.’ my word luwn.' 

'Thou ait keen-witted, .lewe s,’ .'jdied the ‘I will, then, tnist thee,’ said T’ebccea, 'thus 
Templar, well avare of the liuth oi what .she far;’ ami she ilescemUd fjom the veige of tho 
spoke, and that the rules of his Older eondemned battlomeiit, luit remained standing close by one 
in the most positive manner, and under high of the embiasmes, or waditroUf^j as they* were 
penalties, siieh intiigues as lio ii >w prosceuted, then e.illed.- 'Jleie,’ slie said, ‘ I tnko ni} Vtand. 
and that, in some iiist.niet's, e\eii (Icgradation lb main where thou ail, .ind it thou sh.dt at t( mpt 

had followed upon it 'llioii art shaip witted,* to diminish h5M)ne step t lie ilistanee now between 

ho jMiid ; ‘but loud must lie thy ^oi(e of com- us, tliou shalt see that the Jewidi maiden will 
plaint, if it is heard beyond the inni Avails of rather tiiisl her soul with (lod, than her honour 
this eastlc ; within these, muimiirs, laments, to the Templai ' ’ 

appeals to justiee, and screams foi lielj), dit alike While Uebeeea s}>oke thus, her high and film 
silent away. One thing only can saAC thee, resoWe, AA-hieh eoii'^sponded so well amIIi the ex- 

Rchoeca. Submit to thy fate embiace ran le piossive heanty ot In i ^•ounten^nl( e, gaA^e to her 

ligion, and thou shalt go forth in sueh stale, that looks, air, and inannei, a dignity that seemed 

many a Norman lady shall yield asAAcllin jiomj) moie than inoital. Her glance (piaihsl not, lier 

as in beauty to the laAranite of the best lance elu'ek hlaiielicd not, for the t<nr of a fate so 
among the ileieiiders of the Temple.’ instant .and so hoiiible ; on the "ontrary, the 

‘Suhmit to my tale’’ said Uebeeea— ' and, thougbt that sin* liml lier file at liei eoininaml, 
saertsl Heaven 1 to what fate ^ embrace thy and loiild esenjie at wifl from iiihimy to death, 
religion ! and Avhat religion can it be that liar- gaAc a yet dotjier eoloiii of (.11 nation tohoreom- 
boura sueh a villain ? — Mm/ the best lance of tlie pIe\ioii, and .a yet 11101 e brilliaiil lire to her eye, 
Tomplara ! — craA’en knight ’ — forsworn jiriest ’ nois-Cuillu it, proud liimselt and liigh-s]»irited, 
I spit at thee, and I defy thee. — The God of llioiiglit lie had never bt held beauty so aniiiiateci 
Abraham’s promise haih opiuied an escape to his and so eoinmaiiding. 

daughter — even froiiMlns abyss oi infamy ’’ 'Let there ht* ))eoee between us, Ibbieca,’ ho 

As she s|>oke, she Ihiew' open the latticed said. 
wdndoAV Avhieh Jed to the bartisaii, and in an ‘Peace, if thou wilt,’ aiisweud Udiceea - 
instant after stood on the very Aorge of the ‘ Pe.KO - but with tins s]>aee br tween.’ 
parapet, Avith not the slightest screen betAveen ‘Tliou neodst no longer lear me,’ said llois- 
licr and the treniendoiis dqitli heloAW Unpre- Giiilhert. 

i iarcd for such a desperate etforl, for she had *1 lear thee not,’ rejilied she ; * thanks to him 
lithcrto stood ]»orfeetly motionless, Bois-(luilbert that reaied this di//y tower f^o high, that nought 
had neither time to intercept nor to sto]) lier. could fill fiom it ami live - thanks to him, and 
As ho offered to aihaiiee, she exclaimed, ' Jiemnin to the God of Israel ’ -I fear tin e not.’ 
where thou art, proud Templar, or at thy choice 'Thou dost mo iniustiee,’ said the Temidar ; 
advance !— -one foot nearer, and I ])lungc myself ‘by earth, sea, and sky, thou dost me injiistiee ! 
from the precipice; my body shall be ciusbed I am not naturally that wdiieh you have seen me, 
out of the very form of humanity ujion the stones Iiard, s<dtish, .iiid 1 cdeiit less. It A\as aa oman that 
of that court-yard ere it become the A ietim of 111}" taught me cruelty, and on Avomaii therefore I 
bnitalityi’ liaie exercised it; but not upon sueli ns thou. 

As she spoke this, slie ehisjied her liamls and Hear me, Kehecca.— Nr A’erclhi knight take hineo 
extended them towaids lieaAcii, as if imploiing in his liand Avith a heait inoie diAoted to tlio 
mercy on her soul befoie sjie made tlie fiiuil lady of liis Ioat than Hiian de Pois-Guilbert. 
plunge. The Teinjilar liesitated, and a rc*solii- She, tlie daiigliter ot a ]iet1y baioii, A\ho l)oa.sted 
lion Avhich had never yielded t^ pity or distress foi all his domains but a ruinous toAAcr, and an 
gave Avay to his admiration of lier fortitude. unprodnetiA’c viney,ard, and some lew leagues of 
‘Como doAvn,* he said, ‘rash giil I SAvear by the bain 11 Lande.s of IJonleanx, her name was 
earth, and sea, and sky, IaviII oiler thee no oflence.’ known Avherrvf r deetls of arms Aveie done, knowm 
‘I will not trust thee. Templar,’ said Uebeeea ; Avider than that of many a lady’s that had a 
‘thou hast taught me better now' to estimate the county for a doAviy -Ves,’ ho continued, pacing 
vrirtues of thine Order. The next Preceptory up and down the little jilat form, Avith an aniina- 
would grant thee absolution for an oath, the tion in Avhieh he seemed to lose all conscious- 
keeping of w’hieh coneerned iionglit but the ness of Uebecea's picsenee - ‘ Yes, my deeds, my 
honour or the dishonour of a miserable JpAvisli d«iugcr, my blood, made the name of Adelaide 
maiden.* de Monlrmare knoAvu from the court of Castile to 

‘ You 4 p injustice,* exeUimed the Tem]»lar th.\t of liyzaiitium. And how was I lequiled ! — 
fervently ; * I swear to yon by the name wliieh 1 AVIien I ictiimed Avith my dear-bought lionours, 
bear — by the cross on my bosom— l>y Hie swoid purchased by toil and blood, I found her w'cdded 
on my side — b;^ tho ancient crest of my fathers to a Gascon sipiire, whose name was never heard 
do I swear, I will do thee no injury wliatsocA'cr I beyond tho limits of his owm paltry domain I 
If not for thyself, yet for thy father’s sake for- Truly did* I love her, and bitterly did I revenge 
bear 1 1 will be his friend, and in this castle he me of her broken faith ! But my revenge has 
will need a powerful one.* recoiled on myself. Since that day I have separ- 
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ated myself from lifr and its tics — my manhood 
must know no domoslic home — ^niust be soothed 
by no after tionalc wife My age m\tst know no 
kindly hearth - My giavc niust be solitary, and 
no olJ&prijig 7nust outlive me, to Iwjar tlio ancient 
name of lloih-ihiilbcrt. At the feet of my 
Superioi I liave laid down the right of stdi-oction 
—the ]»rivilcge of iiidependonco. The Teni]*Iar, 
a serf in all but the name, can j^ossess niutlier 
lauds nor goods, and lives, moves, and lireathfs, 
but at the will and ]>leasure of another/ 

* Alas ! ’ said lle]>eoea, * what advantages could 
compensate for such an absolute sacrifice f * 

* The iK)wer of vengeance, Reberea,’ replied the 
Templar, ‘and the ])ros]»ects of ambition/ 

‘An evil recoiujiense,’ said Rebecca, ‘for the 
surrender of tlie rights which are (Icarr-st to 
humanity/ 

‘Say nofc so, maid<ui,’ answered the Templar; 
‘revenge is a feast for the gnd^* ' And if they 
have reserved it, as ])riests t<*ll us, to themselves, 
it is because they hold it an enjoyment too 
precious for the ]iossossion of mere mortals. - 
And ambition • it is a tein]»tation wliich could 
disturb even the bliss of heaven itself/ — lie 
paused a moment, and then added, ‘ Rebecca • 
she who could prefer death to dishonour must 
have a proud and a powerful soul. Mine thou 
must be !— N'ay, stall not,’ ho added ; ‘it must 
i»e with thine o\mi consent, and on thine own 
terms. Thou must oouseut to share with me 
hopes more e\ tended than can be viev,ed from 
the tliroiio ot a monaich ’ -Hear me ere ><iu 
answer, ami judge ero you refuse. - -TJio Templar 
loses, as thou liast said, his social rights, his 
power of free agency, but lie becomes a member 
and n limb ot a mighty body, before whieli 
thrones alieady tremble, - even as the single 
dro]) of rain ivhicli mixes with the sea becomes 
an imUvidinl part oI that re-sistless ocean wliieb 
undermines rocks ami cngulfH royal armadas. 
?tuch a swelling flood is that poxvorful league. 
Of this mighty Onbr I am no mean member, 
but alioady oiu* of the chief commanders, and 
may well osjure ono day to liold the batooii of 
Grand Master. The poor soldicis ol the Temple 
will not alone pla«'o their fool upon the ueeks 
of kings— a horap-sandalled monk can do that. 
Our mailed step shall ascend their throne -our 
gauntlet shall wrench the seeptre fivim their 
gripe. Not the reign of your vainly - expeetod 
Messiah offers sucli power to your dispersed trilics 
as my ambition may aim at. I have sought but 
a kindred spirit to share it, and I have lennd 
such in thee.' 

‘ fSayeat thou this to one of my peo]>lo ’ ’ 
answered Rebecca. ‘ Rethink thee ’ 

‘Answer mo not,’ said the Templar, ‘by 
urging the ditbrence ot our creeds; within oui 
secret conol,i\eb x\e hold these inirseiy tales in 
derision. Think not wo long remained blind to 
the hliotieal t<dly of our founders, who forswoie 
ov.‘ry delight of life for the pleasure of dying 
martyrs by hungei, 1 )> Uiiist, and by pcsli- 
letioo, and by tb'- swoids <if savages, wdiile they 
vainly strove to doflud a barren desert, valuable 
only in the eyes (d suiiersfition. Our Older 
soon adopted bolder and wider views, and found 
out a better indemnific.dion for our 8*101111068. 
Our tmuieuse possessions in every kingdom of 


EuropSy our high military fame, which brings 
withm our circle the flower of chivalry from 
every Christian clime— these are dedicated to 
ends of which our nious foimdors little dreamed, 
and which are equally concealed from such weak 
spirits as embrace our Order on the ancient jirin- 
eiplcs, and wliose superstition makes them our 
passive tools. Rut I will not further withdraw 
the veil ol our luysterios. That bugle * sound 
announces something wdiich may require niy 
]»resenco. Think on wdiat 1 liave said. — Fars- 
well ! —I do not say forgive me the violence I 
liave thr(‘ateiH‘d, lor it was necessary to the dis- 
play of thy cliaracter. Gold can be only known 
by tlio application of the touchstone. I will soon 
return, and liold further conierenoe with thee.’ 

lie re- entered tlLc turret -chamber, and de- 
scended the stair, leaving R(‘l)ceca scarcely more 
terrified at the jirospeet of the death to which 
she had been so lately exposed, than at the 
furious ambition of the bobl bad man in whose 
liowcr she found herself so unhappily ])laee(l. 
When slie eiiteml llie t unci -chamber, her first 
duty was to return thanks to the God of .facob 
for tlie ])rolcetion wliich lie had afforded her, 
and to implore its continuance for her and for 
her father. Another mime glided into lier 
petition— it w’^as that of the w'^ounded (liristian, 
whom fate had placed in the liands of blood- 
thirsty men, his axowed enemies. Her heart 
indeea checked her, as if, even in communing 
with the l)(‘ity in ])rayer, 'she mingled in her 
devotions the recollection of one fwith whoso 
fate hers <*ould have no .slliaiiec— a Nazarene, 
and an enemy to her fiutli. But the ]>etition 
wa * alrcwfly breithed ; nor rould all the narrow 
projudiees of liei sect induce Rebecca to wish it 
reealli'd. 


CHAPTER XXl\ 

A daniMPtl riainpnl piece of penmanship ox ever I xaw 
in 1115 life ' 

SiiF Si OOPS ro Conoufr. 

Wirr.N the Teinplir reached the hall of the 
castle, lie found He Rracy aheady there. ‘ Your 
love-suit,’ said Do Braey, ‘hath, I supjiosc, been 
disturbed, like mine, by this obacreperous sum- 
mons. Rut you h^vc come later and more re- 
luctantly, and therefore 1 presume your interview 
has proved more agreeable than mine.’ 

‘Has 3’^our suit, then, been unsuccessfully paid 
to the Saxon heiress ? * said the Templar. 

‘ Ry the bones of Thomas k Reeket,’ answered 
I)c Rracy, ‘ the Ijady Row'cna must have heard 
that r cannot endure Hie sight of women’s tears.’ 

‘Away’’ said the Templar; ‘thou a leader 
of a Free (^ompaiiy, and regard a woman's team' 
A few drops sprinkled on the torch of love make 
the flame blaze the brighter.' 

‘Oramercy for the few drops of thy sprinkling,' 
replied De Rracy; ‘hut this damsel bath wept 
enough to extinguisli a beacon -light. Never 
was such WTinpdng of hands and such overflow- 
ing of eyes since the days of Saint Niobe,* of 

* I wish the prior had also infoqncd them when Niobe 
was s:\inted. Probably during that enlightened period 
when 

Pen to Moses lent hit pAgan horn.— L. T. 
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vhom Prior Aymer told \is. A water-fiend hath 
possessed the fair Saxon.* 

‘A legion of fiends have occupied the bosom 
of the Jewess,' replied the Templar; ‘for I 
think no single one, not even Ai)ollyon himseir, 
could have inspired such indoniitahle pride ami 
resolution. — Ihit where is Kront-de-lhinif ^ That 
horn is sounded more and more clamorously.’ 

‘Jfe is negotiating uilli the .le\A, 1 sn]»posc,’ 
replied I)c Jlraey coolly ; ‘ probably the liowJs 
of Isaac liave droA\iied the blast ol the bugle. 
Thou mayest know by experience, Sir JMan, 
that a Jew ]>artiiig viih his treasures on sneli 
tenns as our friend Kront-de- Bo-uf is like to 
ollbr, will raise a clamour loud enough to be 
hoard over twenty horns and tiumpets to boot. 
But wo will mal«* tbe vassal^ c.ill him.’ 

They were soon after joined by Front-de- 
Boruit, wbo had heon disturlied in his tyrannical 
cruelty, in the manner witli vhieh the reader is 
acijuainted, and had only tarried to give some 
neeessary directions, 

‘Let ns see the cause of this cursiul clamour,’ 
said Froiit-de-lkeiif — ‘heie is a letter, and if 1 
mistake not, it is in Saxon.’ 

Ho looked at it, tnining it round and round 
as if lie liad had really some hojies of coming at 
the moaning by inveiting the ]»osition of the 
paper, and tJien handed it to Do Bracy. 

‘It may be magic spoils for anglit I know,’ 
said I)e Bracy, a\1io j)ossess<’d his full propor- 
tion of the ignoraffee uhieli charaeteiiml the 
chivalry of 4ho peri<Kl. * Our eliajildiii at temjded 
to teach me to write,’ he said, ‘hut all my letters 
were formed like spear-heads ami sword blad(*s, 
and so the old shaveling gave u]) tlie task.’ 

‘(Bve it me,’ said the Teunplar. ‘We have 
that of the priestly eharactei, that we have 
some knowledge to enlighten our valour.’ 

‘Let ns jirolit by your most reverend know- 
ledge, then,’ said Dc Bracy; ‘wlmt sa>s the 
scroll ? ’ 

‘It is a formal letter of defiance,’ aiiBwcrod 
the Templar ; ‘ but, by our Lady of Bethleheiti, 
if it be not a tooli*jli jest, it is tbe most extra- 
ordinary cartel that ever was sent across the 
drawbridge of a baronial castle.’ 

‘Jest said Front de-Bmuf ; ‘I w’ould gladly 
know who dares jest wdtb me in such a matter ! 
— Road it, Sir Brian.’ ^ 

The Tem])lar accordingly read it , a.s follow's ; — 

‘I, Wamba, the son of W^less, jester to a 
noble and free-born man, Cedric of Kotherwood, 
called the Saxon— And I, Curtb, tlie son ot 
Beowulph, the swineherd ’ 

‘Thou art mad,’ said Front-de-Bo uf, interrupt- 
ing the reader. 

‘By Saint Luke, it is so set down,’ answered 
the Templar. Then, resuming liih task, he went 
on, — ‘I, Gurth, the son of Beow'ulph, swineherd 
unto the said Cedric, w’ith the assistance of our 
allies and confederates, who make common cause 
with us*in this our feud, namely, the good 
knight, called for the pn'seut Noir Fainemif, 
and the stout yeoman, Robert Locksley, called 
Cleave* the -wand, Do you, Reginald Front -de- 
Bmuf, and your allies and aeoomplices whomso- 
ever, to wit, that whereas you have, without 
cause given or feud declared, wrongfully and by 
puastcry seized upon the person of our lord and 


master the said Cedric ; also upon the person of 
a noble and free-bom damsel, the Lady Rowena 
ol IJnrgottsTandstedo ; also upon the jierson of a 
noldc and free-born man, Athelstane of Coiiings- 
burgh ; aKo upon the ])ersons of certain frec- 
h(>rn men, tlieir cnichts ; also uj)on certain serft, 
Ihcir born bondsmen ; also upon a certain Jew, 
named Isaac of Yoik, together with his daughter, 
a Jewess, and ccilain horses and mules : "VVliieh 
noble persons, with their C7n'c/tf’i and slaves, and 
also w'itb the liorscs and mules, ,few' and Jewess 
beforesaid, W’ero all in ]>eaee with his Majesty, 
and travelling as liege subjects upon the king’s 
Jiighway ; tlierefoit* wo leqiiire and demand Ihat 
the said noble jK*rsons, namely, (‘edrie of Rolher- 
wood, Rowena of Hargottslfimlstede, Athelstane 
of Coningsbiirgh, witli tlicii stu-vants, cnichtSf 
and followers, also tbe horses and mules, Jew 
and Jewess afoiesaid, together with all goods 
and ehatbl.^- lo them pertaining, be, within an 
bout after the delivery liereof, delivered to ns, 
Ol to tliose whom we shall apiioint to receive 
the same, and that untouched and unhanned ir 
body and goods. Failing of wliicli, we do jiro 
noiiiice lo you, that we lioJd yo ns robbers and 
tiaitors, and will wager our bodies against ye in 
battle, siege, or otlierwise, and do our utmost 
to your annoyance and destruction. M^liereforo 
may God have you in his kco|>ing. Signed by 
us upon the eve of Saint Withold’s day, under 
the gicat Trysting Oak in the Jlartlull Walk, 
the above Ixing written by a holy man, (Meik 
to God, Our Didv, and Saint Diinstnn, in tbo 
cliajiel of Oopman'liuist.’ 

At the bott<nn of tins document was scrawled, 
in the first ]>laee, a lude sketi*b ot a cock’s head 
and comb, with a legend cxj'iessing this hiero- 
glyphic to be the sign-manual of Wamba, son 
oi Witless. Uiulci this respe* table ombleni 
stood a cross, stated to be tbe mark of Gurib, 
son of Beowuljdi. Tbeie were written, in rough 
hold characleis, tlic woids, Le Ftnnca.it. 
And, to conclude the whole, an arrow, neatly 
enough drawn, was described as tbe mark of the 
yToinan Locksley. 

The knights heard this uncommon document 
read from end to end, and then gazed upon each 
otlier in silent ama/emeut, as being utterly at a 
l<»ss to know' v\liat it could poitciid. De Bracy 
was the first to break silenee by an uncontrollable 
lit of luugliter, wlierein he was joined, though 
with inoio moderation, by the Temjdar. Front- 
dc-Bceuf, on the contrary, seemed impatient of 
their ill-timed jocularity. 

* I give you ])lAin warning,* he said, ‘ fail siiTi, 
that you had better consult how to bear your- 
selves under these ciremnstanees, than g \ e way 
to such misplaced Tnemment.’ 

‘Front-de‘Bceuf has not recovered his temper 
fiiicc his late overthrow,’ said Dc Bracy to the 
Templar ; ‘ he is cowed at the very idea of a 
cartel, though it come but fj’oiii a fool and a 
swineherd.’ 

‘By Saint Micliael,* answered Froiit-de-Bocuf, 

* I would tliou couldst stand the wdiolo brunt of 
tlii.s adventure thyself, De Bracy. These fellows 
dared not have acted with sucli inconceivable 
impudence, had they not been supported by some 
stroi^ hands. There are enough of outlaws in 
this forest to resent pay protecting the deer. I 
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did but tie one fellow, who was taken red-handed 
and in the fact, to the horns of a wild stag, 
which gored liiin to death in live minutes, and I 
had as many arrows shot at mo as there were 
launched against yonder target at Ashby. — Here, 
fellow,’ lie addcrl to one of liis attendants, Miast 
thou sent out to see by what force this prceioiis 
challenge is to l>o siijrported ? ’ 

■ There are at least two hundre»i men assembled 
in the woods,' answered a squire A\bo was in 
attendauec. 

‘Hero is a ]>roper inatler ’ ’ said Fronfc-de- 
Bueuf ; ‘this comes of Jemling you tlio ase of my 
castle; that caiimd manage your under taking 
qiiietly, but you must Irring this nest of hornets 
imout my ears » ’ 

‘ Of Ironiets i ’ said Do Braey ; ‘ of stiiigless 
drones rather ; a band of la/y knaves, who take 
to the woorl, and destroy the venison rather than 
labour for tln*ir maintenance,’ 

‘Stingless’’ roidied Froiit-de Ikeuf ; ‘fork 
headed shafts a eloth-yard in length, and 
those shot within the bi*eadth of a Freneh crown, 
are sting enough.’ 

‘For shame, Sir Knight !’ said the Tem]>l.ir. 
‘ Let us summon our peoj)le, and sally forth 
upon them. One knight- -ay, one man-at-ann.s, 
were enough for twenty such peasants.’ 

‘ Enough, and too much,’ said T)e Bracy ; ‘ I 
should only bo ashamed to couch lance against 
them,’ 

‘Tnio,’ answered Froiit-dc-lheiif ; ‘rvere tliey 
hlaok Turks or Moors, SirTemjdar, or the cra\en 
peasants of France, most valiant Do Bracy ; but 
Ihesc are Engbsh yeomen, over whom wo shall 
have no advantage, save what wo may derive 
from our arms and horses, 'which will avail us 
little in the glades of the forest. Sally, saidst 
thou f we have scarce men enough to defend the 
castle. The best of mine are at York ; so is all 
your band, l)e liracy ; and wo have scarcely 
twenty, besides the handful that were engaged 
in this mad business.’ 

‘Thou dost not fear,’ said thcTcmjdar, ‘that 
they can asseinldc in force sullicient to attempt 
the castle ^ ’ 

‘ Not so. Sir Brian,’ ansAvered Front-de-Bonif. 

‘ These outlaw's have indeed a daring captiiin ; 
but w’itlnmt machines, scaling hwhlers, and 
experienced loader’s, my castle may defy them.’ 

‘Semi to tliy neighbours,’ sard tlie Templar; 

‘ lot them assemble their ireople, and come to 
tin lesciio of thi'ce knights, besieged bv a jester 
un 1 a sw'incbcrd in the baronial castle of Reginald 
Front-de-Bmnf.’ 

‘ You jest, Sir Knight,’ answered the baron ; 
‘ h\ii to w’liorn should I send ?— Malvoisin is by 
this lime at York wdth his retainers, and so arc 
my other nllios ; and so should I have boon, but 
for this inf.‘rn.il enteiqnise.’ 

‘Then send to York, and recall our peojdc,* 
said Do Jbaey, ‘If they abide the shaking of 
my standard, or the sight of my Free Com- 
panions, I W'ill gLAo tliem credit for the boldest 
outlaws ever bent bow in gieenwood.’ 

‘And who sliall bear srvb a message’’ said 
Frout-de-BoRuf ; ‘They Avill beset every iwith, 
and rip the errand out of his bosom.--! have 
it,* he added, after pausing for a moment— ‘Sir 
templar, thou canst write as well as mad, and 


if wo can but frnd the Avriting materials of my 
chaplain, Avho died a twelvemonth since in the 
miclst of his Christmas carousals * 

‘ So please ye,’ said the squire, who was still 
ill attendance, ‘I think old Urfriod has them 
somcAvheic in keej»ing, for love of tlio confessor. 
He was tlic last man, I have heai’d lier tell, who 
ever s«id aught to licr, Avhich man ought in 
courtesy to address to maid or matron,* 

‘Co, soai’ch them out, Eugolred,* said Front- 
dc Iheiif ; ‘ and tin n, Sir Templar, thou slialt 
return an answer to this hold challenge.’ 

‘I would rather do it at the sword’s point 
than at that of the pen,’ said Bois-Guilbert ; 
‘ but be it as you will.^ 

He sat doAvn accoldingl 3 ^ and indited, in the 
French language, an ei»istlo ‘uf the following 
tenor: - 

‘Sir Reginald Fiont-de-Bo*uf, Avith Ids noble 
and knightly allies and con federates, receive no 
defiances at the liainh of slaves, bondsmen, or 
fugitiA'cs. If tlic person calling himself the 
Black Knight hath indeed a claim to the honours 
of chivalr}'', lie ought to knoAV that lie stands 
degraded by bis present association, and has no 
right to ask roikoiiing at the hands of good men 
of noble blood. Toiicliing the prisoners wo Iiavo 
made, aat do in Christian charity require you to 
scntl a man of leligioii, to receive tneir confes- 
sion, and reconeilc them with God; since it is 
our fixed intention to execute them this morning 
before noon, so that tlieii'* heads being plaeoa 
on the battlemouls, shall sboAv to all men bow 
lightly we estoi'in those Avho have bestirred 
tljemsclvcs in ilieir rescue. 'Wherefore, as above, 
AA'c require you to send a priest to reconcile them 
to God, In doing which you shall render them 
the last earthly service.* 

This letter l)eing folded, was delivered to the 
squire, and by him to the messenger who w'aited 
without, as the ansAver to that A\hich he liad 
brought. * 

The yeoman, having thus accomplished his 
mission, returned to the headquarters of the 
allies, whit h Averc for the present established 
under a venerable oak tiec, a])out three arrow- 
flights distant from the castle. Here Wamba 
and Gurth, Avith their allies the Black Kniglit 
and Loeksley, and the jovial hermit, awaited 
Avith iin])aticnco an ausw'cr to their summons. 
Around, and at a distance from them, AA'ere seen 
many a bold y^^oniaii, Avliose sylvan dress and 
Avcatlier-beatea countenauccs showed the ordinary 
nature of their occupation. More than two 
hundred had alrcatW assembled, and others were 
fast coming in. Tho.se whom they obeyed as 
leaders Avere only distiiigtiished from the others 
by a feather in the cai>, their dress, arms, and 
cqtiipmcnts being in all other respects the same. 

Besides these hands, a less orderly and a worse 
armed fon'e, consisting of the Saxon inhabitants 
of the neighhouring toAvnship, as well as many 
honilsmeii and servants from Codrio’l extensive 
estate, had already arrived, for the purpose of 
assi -jiing in 1 1 1 s rcscu e. Fcav of these Avere armef 1 
other .vise than with such rustic iveapons as 
necessity sometimes converts to military pur- 
poses. Boar-spears, scythes, flails, and the Uke, 
were their chief arms ; for the Normans, with 
the usual policy of conquerors* were jealous of 
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jMTiDittins to the vanquished Saxons the posses- 
sion or the .use of swords and spears. Tlicse 
circumstances rendered the assistance of the 
Saxons far from being so formidable to the 
besieged, as the strength'of the men themselves, 
their superior numbers, and the animation in- 
spired by a just cause, might otherwise w'dl 
have made them. It was to the lea'^crs of this 
motley army that the letter of the lompiar was 
now delivered. 

Koferciico was at first made to the chaplain for 
an exposition of its contents. 

‘By, the crook of Saint Dunstan,’ said that 
worthy ecclesiastic, ‘wliicli hath brought more 
sheep witliin the sheepfold than the crook of 
o’er another saint ill Paradise, I swear that I cannot 
expound unto ycfti this jar^n, which, whether 
it he French or Arabic, is beyond iiiy gness.’ 

Ho then gave the letter to Giirth, who shook 
his liead gruffly, and passed it to Wamha. The 
jester looked at each of the four corners of the 
]>a])er ^ith sucli a grin of affected intelligence as 
a monkey is apt to assume upon similar occasions, 
then cut a caper, and gave the letter to Locksley. 

‘ If the long letters wero bows, and the short 
letters broad arrows, I might know something 
of the matter,’ said the lioiiest yeoman ; * but as 
the matter stands, the meaning is as safe, for 
mo, as the stag that’s at twelve miles’ distance. ‘ 

* I must bo clerk, then,’ said tlie Black Knight ; 
and, taking the ley.er from Locksley, ho first 
read it over to liiinself, and then explained the 
meaning inIBaxon to his confederates. 

‘Execute tlio noble Cedric ! ’ exclaimed Wamba; 
‘by the rood, thou must l>e mistak<'n, Sir Knight.’ 

‘ Not I, my worthy fiieiid,* replied the knight, 
‘I have explained the words as they arc here 
set down.’ 

‘Then, by Saint Thomas of Canterbury, ’replied 
Gurth, ‘ wc will liave the j^tlc, should wc tear 
it down witli^our liands ! ' 

‘ We have nothing else to tear it with,’ replied 
Wamba ; ‘ but mine are scarce fit to make mam- 
mocks of freestone and mortar.’ 

‘ ’Tis but a contrivance to rain time,’ said 
Locksley ; ‘ they dare not do a deed for which I 
could exact a fearful ])cualty.' 

* I would,’ said the Black Knight, * there were 
some one among ns who could olitain admission 
into the castle, and discover Jiow the case stands 
with the be.sicgod. Metliinks, as they require a 
confessor to be sent, tliis lioly«hermit might at 
once exercise his jiious vocation, and procure us 

information we desire.’ 

‘ A {il&gue on thee and thy advice ! ’ said the 
good hermit ; ‘ I tell thcc, Sir Slothful Kuight, 
that when I doff my friar’s frock, my prie.sthood, 
my sanctity, my very Latin, are put off along 
with it ; ana when in my green jerkin, I can better 
kill twenty deer than confess one Christian.* 

‘ I fear,’ said the Black Knight, ‘ I fear greatly, 
there is no one here that is qualified to take 
upon him, for the nonce, this same character of 
father confessor ? ’ 

All looked on each other, and were silent. 

‘I see,* said Wamba, after a short ])ause, 
‘that the fool must still bo tbe fool, and put 
his neck in the venture which wise men shnnk 
from. You must know, my dear cousins and 
countrymen^ that 1 wore russet before t wore 
93 


motley, and Was bred to be a friar, until a brain- 
fever came upon me and left me just wdt enough 
to bo a fool. I trust, witli the assistance of the 
good hermit’s frock, together with the priest- 
Iiood, sanctity, and learning which are stitched 
into the coa\ 1 of it, I shall be found qualified to 
admiiiLster both worldly and gliostly comfort to 
our worthy master Cedric, and his companions 
ill adversity.’ 

‘Hath lui sense enough, tliiiik’st thou?* said 
the Black Knight, addressing Gurth. 

‘I know not,’ said Guith ; ‘but if he hath 
not, it will be the first time he hath w'anted wit 
to turn his folly to account.* 

‘On with the fiock, then, good fellow,* quoth 
the knight, ‘and let tliy master send us an 
account of their situation within the castle. 
Their numbers must be few, and it is five to one 
they may be accessible by a sudden and bold 
attack. Time wears— away with thcc.* 

‘And, ill the meaiitinic,’ said Locksley, ‘wo 
w’ill beset the place so closely, that not so 
much as a lly shall carry new's from thence. So 
that, my good friend,’ he continued, addressing 
Wamha, ‘thou mayest assure these tyrants, 
that wliatcvcr violence they exercise on the 
persons of their prisoners, shall bo most severely 
re})aid upon tlieir own.’ 

‘ Pax vohmuwj said "Wamba, who was now 
muffled in liis religious disguise. 

And so saying, he imitated the solemn and 
stately deportment of a friar, and departed to 
execute his mission. 


CHAPTER XXVL 

. The hottest horse will oft be cool, 

The* dullest will show fiiej 
The fiiar will often play the fool, 

The fool will play the fiiai. 

Old Sono. 

When the jester, arrayed in the cowl and 
frock of the herinit, and having his knotted 
cord twisted around his middle, stood before the 
portal of the castle of Front-dc-Bceuf, the warder 
demanded of him his name and errand. 

* Pax vobisruniy* answTred the jester, * I am a 
jioor brother of the Order of Saint Francis, who 
come liilher to do my office to certain unhappy 
prisoners now secured within tliis castle.’ 

‘Tliou art a bold friar,’ said tlie warder, ‘to 
come hither, wdiere, saving our own drunken 
confessor, a cock of thy feather hath not crowed 
these twenty years.* 

‘Yet, I jiray thee, do mine enaud to the lord 
of the castle,’ answTred the pretended friar; 

‘ trust me it will find good acceptance with him, 
and the cock shall crow, that the whole castlo 
shall hear him,’ 

•‘Gramercy,’ said the warder ; ‘but if I come 
to shame for leaving my post upon thine errand, 
I will try whether a friar’s grey gown be proof 
against a g^cy-goose shaft.’ 

With this threat he b»ft his turret, and carried 
to the hall of the castlo his unwonted intelligence, 
that a holy friar stood before the rate and de* 
manded instant admission. Witn no small 
wonder he received his master’s. commands to 
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admit the liolj man immediately ; and, having 
previously maiincd the entrance guard against 
surprise, ho obeyed, without further scruple, 
the commands which lie had received. Tlie 
hare])rainod solf-coiieoit which had emboldened 
Wamba to undertako this dangerous oflicc was 
scarce suliicient io support liim wdien ho found 
liimself in the j|)rcscnce of a man so dreadful, 
and so much (treaded, as Reginald JYoiit-dc- 
Buiuf, and he brought out his ptn' whisnuHf to 
which ho, in a good nieaHure, trusted for siii>- 
orting his character, with ni<u-c anxiety and 
esitatiou than had liillicrto acconipanh'd it. 
But Front- do- Bu'uf was accustomed to see men 
of all ranks trcmhlo in liis presence, so tliat the 
timidity of the supposed father did not give him 
any cause of suspicion. * Who and wdicncc art 
thou, priest ? ’ said lie. 

* Fajc vobiscum,* reiterated the jester. * 1 am .i 
poor tieivani of tJaint Francis, who, travelling 
through this wildei’iiess, liave fallen among 
thieves (as Scripture hatli it), quidam viator 
imidit in, latroneSj whicli thieves liavc sent mo 
unto this castle in oi'der to do my gliostly ofliee 
on two persons condemned by your honourable 
justice.’ 

‘Ay, right,’ answered Front-do-lheuf ; ‘and 
eanst thou tell mo, holy father, the number of 
those banditti ? ’ 

‘ Gallant sir,* answered the jester, ‘ nonwh 
ilUa kqiOj their name is legion.’ 

* Tell mo in ]»lain terms what numbers there 
are, or, priest, thy cloak and cord will ill ]>ro- 
tect thee.’ 

‘ Alas ! ’ said the sup})Osed friar, ‘ cor meum 
eructavity that is to say, 1 was like to burst with 
fear 1 but I conceive they may be — what of 
yeomen, what of commons - at least live hundred 
men.’ 

* What ' ’ said the Templar, who came into 
the lull that nmmeiiL, ‘muster the wasps so 
thick here? it is lime to sidle such a mis- 
chievous brood.’ Then, taking Front- dc-Bceuf 
aside, * Knowesfc thou llie jiriest f ’ 

‘ He is a stranger from a distant convent,’ 
said Froiit-de-Boiuf ; ‘I know' liirn not.* 

‘Tlien trust him not wdth thy j)urpo8e in 
words,’ answered tlie Templar. ‘ Let liim carry 
a written order to De Bracy’s company of Free 
Conipauiona, to repair instantly to their master’s 
aid. In the incaiitiino, and that the shaveling 
may suspect nothing, ])erinit him to go freely 
about Ills task of pre paling these Saxon hogs for 
the slaugliter-house.’ 

‘ It shall be so,’ said Front-de-BuMif. And he 
fortlnvitli appointed a domestic to conduct 
Wami)a to the apartment wlicro Oediic and 
Athel^tane were confined. 

The imjMtieme of Cedric liad been rather 
ouliauced tlun diumd-ihed by Ids confmemout. 
lie walked fi om one (Mid of the hall to the other, 
with the attitude of one who advances to charge 
an euoniy, i»r to sbnui the breach of a beleaguered 
place, sometimes v.jtuulating to himself, some- 
times addressing AthelsLane, who .stoutly and 
stoically Qwaileil tlio issue of the adventure, 
digesting, in the moan Lime with great eom- 
posuro, the liberal meal v hieh lie li.-id made at 
3aoon, and not greatly inteicsting himself about 
the duration q( Jus captivity, which ho concluded 


would, like all earthly evils, find an end in 
Heaven’s good time. 

* Tax vobismni,* said the jester, entering the 
apartiiicnt ; ‘ lIic blessing of Saint Dunstan, 
Saint Dennis, Saint Duthoc, and all otiier saints 
w’liaisopvcr, bo upon ye and about ye.’ 

‘Kilter freely,’ answered Cedric to the snj)- 
TKKsed friar; *Avith what intent art thou come 
iiitliei ’’ 

‘To bid }ou pi ('pare youiselvcs for death/ 
answered the jestt r. 

‘It is impossible'* leplicd Cedric, starting. 
‘ Fearless and wicked us they are, they dare not 
aticmpt such open and gratuitous cruelty ! ’ 

‘ Alas ! ’ said tlie jester, ‘ to restrain them by 
their sense of Iniinaiiity, is the same as to stop 
a runaway hoise w'itli a biidlt; of silk thread. 
Betliink lliee, therefore, noble Cedric, and you 
also, gallant Athelstane, what crimes you have 
comiintied in the llcsh ; for this very day will 
ye he called to answ'cr at a higher frihunal.’ 

‘ nearest thou this, Athclstaiio ? ’ said Cedric ; 
‘wo must rousii up oiii hearts to lliis last action, 
since better it is we should die like men, than 
li\e like slaves.’ 

‘I am icady,’ answered Athelstane, ‘to stand 
the worst of their inalh'c, and shall walk to my 
death with as much eomposuie as ever I did to 
my dinner. ’ 

‘ Let us, then, unto oiu holy gear, father,’ 
said Cedric. 

‘ Wait yet a moment, good uncle,' said the 
jester, ill his natural tone ; ‘ bettei look long 
before you leajj in the dark.’ 

‘By my faith,’ said Cedric, ‘I should know 
that voice ! ’ 

‘It is that of your liusty slave and jester,* 
answered Wamba, throwing hack his cowl. 
‘ Had you taken a fool’s advice formerly, you 
would not have been here at all. Take a fool’s 
advice now, and youtvill not bo b^e long.’ 

‘ How meanest thou, knave 1 ’ answered tlio 
Saxon. 

* Even thus,’ rcjdied Wamba ; ‘ take thou this 
frock and cord, which arc all the (jrders I ever 
had, and marcli quietly out of the easth', leaving 
me your cloak and girdle to take the long leap 
in thy stead.' 

‘ J/iavo thee in my stead ! ’ said Cedric, 
astonished at the pro]>o8al ; ‘ why, they would 
hang thee, mv poor knave.* 

‘ E’en let them do as they aio ]>ermitted,’ said 
Wamba; ‘I trust— no (lismragement to your 
birth —that the son of Witless may hang in a 
chain with us much gravity as the chain hung 
U}>on his ancestor the alderman.’ 

‘Well, Wamba,’ answrered Cedric, ‘for one 
thing will I grant thy request. And that is, if 
thou will make the exchange of garments with 
Lord Athelstane instead of me.’ 

‘ No, by Saint Dunstan,’ answered Wamba ; 
‘there were little reason in that. Good right 
there is, that the son of Witless slioulctBuffer to 
save the son of Hereward ; but little wisdom 
there were in his dying for the benefit of one 
whcKSO fathers were strangers to Ills.* 

‘ Villain,’ said Cedric, ‘ the fathers of Athel- 
stano -were monarchs of England ! ’ 

‘ They might bo whomsoever they pleased,* 
replied Wamba; ‘but my neck stands too 
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straight upon 1117 sliouldora to have it twinted ' Tax voh’teum will answer all queries. If you 
Ite tl leir Bake. Wherefore, good my master, go or come, cat or drink, Mobs or ban, Pajc roots- 
eithor take my proffer youraelf, or suffpr mo to cum carries you through it all. It is as useful 
leave this dungeon as free as I eiitored.’ to a friar as a broomstick to a witch, or a wand 

‘Let the old tree wither,’ continued Cedric, to a conjuror. Speak it but thus, in a deep 
‘ so the stately hope of the forest bo jiref^crvcd. mavo tone,— i’rtra* vo/fisrum /—it is irresisfible- - 
Save the noble Atnolstane, my trusty Waniba ! Watch and ward, knight and squire, foot and 
it is the duty of each who has Say ii blood in horse, it acts as a charm upon them all. 1 
his veins, lliou and I will abide together the think, if they bring me out to bo hanged to- 
ntmost rage of onr injurious oppressors, while morrow’, as is much to he doubted they may, I 
lie, free and safe, shall arouse the aw’akcncd wdll try its weight upon the finisher of the 
spirits of our countrymen to avenge us.’ sciilence,’ 

‘Not so, father Cedric,* said Athelslane, ‘ If such prove the case/ .said his master, * my 
grasping his hand,— for, when roused to ilmik religious oiucrs arc soon taken — /*ax vobisetw). 
or act, his deeds and sentiments w<Te not an- I tiust I shall rememher the jiassw’ord. Noble 
becoming his high race- ‘ Not so,’ he continued ; Athelstane, farewell ; and farewell my jioor boy, 

‘I would rather*reniaiii in* tins hall a week whoso heart might make anieiuls for a weaker 
without food sa\o tlie prisoner’s stinted loaf, or head- I W’ill sa\e you, or return and die with 
drink save the prisoner’s measure of water, than you. The royal blood of our vSaxoii kings shall 
embrace llio opportunity to esi'ape which the not be spilt w-hilo mine beats in my veins ; nor 
slave’s nnlaught kiiidne.ss has imrveyod for his shall one hair fall from the head of the kind 
master.’ knave who risked liiinself for his master, if 

‘You are called wise men, sins,’ said the Cedric’s peril can prevent it.— Karo well.' 
jester, ‘and 1 a cia/. 0 (l fool; but, uiieh* (Vdrio, ‘Faiewell, noble Cedric,’ said Athelstane ; 
and cousin Athelstane, the fool shall decide this ‘ i emoniher it is the true pait of a friar to aceqd 
lontioversy lor yc, and save yc the tionhlc of refiCjliinent, li you aie olleied any'.’ 
straining conitesics any fuither. I am like ‘ h'arew'cll, uncle,’ added AVaiiiha; ‘and rc- 
John-a- Duck’s mare, that w ill let no man mount mom her lobiMunu/ 

her hut .Tolin-a-l)uck. I oanie to save my Thus exhorted, Ceiliie «-allird forth upon his 
master, and if he will not consent — hasta — lean expedition j and it was not long ere no had 
but go away homo ly^ain. Kind service cannot occasion to try the force of that spell which his 
be chucked from hand to hand like a shut Uecock jester liad recommended as omnipotent. In a 
or stool -ball. • I’ll hang for no man but my own Jow'- arched and duskj^ passage, by which he 
born master.’ endeavoured to work his w'ay to the hall of the 

‘Go, then, noble CVdiic,’ said Athclfttdiie, castle, ho was interrupted by a female form, 
‘neglect not this ojqiortunity. Your presence * y*(rjc voUhCum!* said tho pseudo friar, and 
without may encouiago fridids to our rescue — was endeavouring to Inirry past, when a soft 
your remaining heie w’ouhl ruin us all,’ voice rei)li(‘d, vobis—quwso^ domim reverend- 

‘And is there any jirospect, then, of rescue issiniTj’pro miscricordia vestra,* 
from without?’ said Cedric, looking at the ‘ I am somewhat deaf,’ replied Cedric, in good 
jester, , »Saxoii, and at tlo‘ same time muttered to him- 

‘ Prospect, indeed • ' echoed Wamba ; ‘ let me self, ‘ A cuiso on the fool and his I^ax vobiscuni ! 
tell yon, when you fill my cloak you aie wraiqied I have lost my javelin at tho fiist cast.’ 
ill a general’s cassock. Kivc hundred men aie It was, how'ever, no iiimsnal thing fora piiest 
there w’ithout, and I W’as this luoruiiig one of f*f tlioso days to be deaf of his Latin ear, and 
their eliief leaders. My fool’s cap was a casque, this the person wdio now addiessed Cedric knew 
and my bauble a tvuneficoii. Well, w’c shall sec full well. 

what good they will make by exchanging a fool ‘ I jiray you of dear love, reverend father,’ she 
for a wise man. Truly, I fear they will lose in leplied in his own languagi*, ‘that you will 
valour what they may gain in discretion. And deign to visit W’ith -your ghostly comfort a 
so farow’ell, master, and be kind to poor Gurth w’oiinded p i-^oner of tliis castle, and have Riudi 
and his dog Kangs ; and let my tockscomh hang comiiassiou upon him and us as thy holy oflieo 
in tho hall at Itollierwood, in memory that I teaenes— Never shall good deed so highly ad- 
llung away my life for my master, like a faithful vanbigc thy convent.* 

fool.’ ‘Paughter,’ aiisw’cred Cedric, much embar- 

The last w'ord came out with a gort of double rassed, ‘ ni}*^ time in this casth* w'ill not permit 
expression, betw’ixt jest and oaruost. The tears me to exercise the diiLics of mine ottiee — 1 must 
stood in Cedric’s eyes. jiresently forth — theio is life and death mion my 

‘'Thy memory shall bo pre.sprvcd,’ he said, stmed.* 

‘w’hilo fidelity and affection have honour upon ‘Yet, father, let mo entreat you by tho vow’ 
earth. But that I trust I shall find the means you liavo taken on you,* replied the suppliant, 
of saving Rowena, and thee, Athelstane, and ‘not to leave tho oppressed and endangered 
thee also,#my poor Wamba, tliou shouldst not without counsel or succour.* 
overbear me in this matter.’ * May the fiend fly away with me, and leave 

The exchange of dress was now accomplished, mo in Ifurin with the souls of Odin and of 
when a sudden doubt struck Cedric. Thor ! * answered Cedric impatiently, and would 

* I know no language,’ ho said, ‘ but my own, jiroKably have proceeded in tlio same tone of total 
and a few words of their mincing Norman, departure from his spiritual eliaracter, w’hcn the * 
How shall I bear myself like a reverond brother ? * colloquy was interrupted by the harsh voice oi 
' The spell lies in two words,* replied Wumba Urfried, tho old crono of the turret, 

V 
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* Uow, million/ Baid slio to tho female B]ieakef, 
* i& this the manner in which you requite tho 
kindness which permitted tlicc to leave thy 
prison-cell yon<ler Puttest thou llic reverend 
man to use ungracious language to free himself 
h'om tho im])ortunities of a Jewess ? ’ 

‘ A Jewess ! ’ said Cediic, availing himself of 
the infonnation to get clear of their iiilerru])tion. 
— ‘ Lot me pass, woman ! stop mo not at your 
IKU'il. I am fresh from iny holy olTicc, and 
would avoid ]>ollutioii.’ 

‘ Come this way, father/ said the old hag ; 
‘thou art a stranger in this castle, and raiist 
not leave it without a guide. Come hither, for 
1 would speak wdth thee.— And you, daughter 
of an accursed race, go to the sick man's chamber, 
and tend liiin until my return ; and woe betide 
you if you again quit it without my permission ! ’ 
Rebecca rctreate<l. Her importunities bad 
prevailed iqion Urfried to sufter her to quit the 
turret, 'and Urfried had employed her services 
.where she homdf 'would most gladly have jiaid 
them, by tlio bedside of tho woniidcfl Ivaiihoe. 
"With ail understamling awake to their dangerous 
situation, and prompt to avail lierself of each 
means of safety which occuried, Rebecca had 
Imped something from tho ])rosen(‘e of a man 
of religion, who, she learned from Urfried, had 
]icuotratod into this god less castle. She watclied 
the rotiini of tho supiiosed ecclesiastic, with tho 
purpose of addressing him, and interesting him 
in favour of the prisoners ; with what imperfect 
success the reader has been just acquainted. 


CHAPTER XXV//. \ 

Foiul wr**tch 1 9i\i\ what c.mst thou relate, I 

Hut deeds 1 1 sorrow, shame, and sm V 
Thy crimes ani proved- thou know’st thy fate — 
liut come, thy tale— begin — begin. 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Put 1 have griefs of other kind, 

Tioubles and sorrows more severe; 

(}i\c me to ease my tortured mind, 

I.end to my woes a patient ear ; 

And let me, if 1 may not find 
A friend to help — find one to hear. 

Cradde’s Hall of Justice. 

When Urfiied had with clamours and menaces 
driven Rebecca back to tho ajiai-tmciit from 
which she liad sallied, she proceeded to conduct 
the unwilling Cedric into a small aiiartpiicut, 
t he door of which she lieedfully secured. Then, 
letehing from a cupboard a stoup of wino and 
two flagons, she ])laecd them on tho tabic, and 
said, ill a tone rather asserting a fact, than ask- 
ing a question, ‘ Thou art Saxon, father — Deny 
it not,' sh(‘ continued, observing that Cedric 
hastened not to leply ; ‘ the sounds of my native 
language are sweet to mine ears, though seldom 
heard save from Ibe tongues of the wretched and 
degraded serfs on whom tlie proud Noniians 
impose the meanest dnvilgory of this dwelling. 
Thou art a Saxon, fatliei a Saxon, and, save as 
thou art a servant of Cod, a freeman. — ^Thino 
accents are sweet in mine ear.’ 

‘00 not Saxon priest •» visit this castle, thenV 
replied Codiic ; * it were, methinks, their duty 
io eomfort the outcast and oppressed children of 
the soil/. 


‘ They come not— or if they come, they better 
love to revel at the board of their conquerors,* 
answered Urfried, ‘than to hear the groans of 
tlieir countrymen — so, at least, report speaks of 
them -of myself I can say little. This castle, 
for icn years, lias ojicncd to no priest save tho 
(Icbauclicil Norman chaplain wdio partook tho 
nightly revels ot Front- dc-Bauf, and ho has boon 
long gone to render an account of his steward* 
ship.- But thou art a Saxon —a Saxon priest, 
and 1 have one question to ask of thee.* 

‘1 am a Saxon,’ answered Cedric, ‘but un- 
w'orthy, surely, of the name of jiriest. Let me 
begone on my way — I sw'oar I will return, or 
send one of our fathers more worthy to hear your 
confession.' . 

‘ Stay vet a while.’ said Urfried ; * tho accents 
of the voice w Inch thou hearcst now xvill soon be 
c-liuked with tho cold earth, and I would not 
descend to it like the beast I liavo lived. But 
wine must give me streiigtli to tell the horrors of 
my talc.’ She poured out a eui», and drank it 
xvith a frightful avidity, which seemed desirous 
of draining tho last ilroi) in tho goblet. ‘It 
btujicficR,’ she said, looking iqiwards as she 
finished her draught, ‘but it cannot cheer — I’ar- • 
take it, father, if you would hear my tale wdthout 
sinking down upon the ))avcment.’ Cedric would 
liave avoided pledging her in this ominous con- 
viviality, but the sign which she made to him 
expressed impatience and (Vspair. He complied 
xvith her request, and answered her ehalleiigo 
a largo wino-eup ; she then proceeded with her 
stoiy, as if ajmeased by his complaisance. 

‘ 1 w’as not born,’ she said, * father, the wreteli 
that thou now seest me. I was free, w^as h^py, 
was hononrod, loved, and was beloved. 1 am 
now a slave, miserable and degraded — the sport 
of my masters’ jiassioiis wdiile I had yet beauty 

- the object of their contempt, scorn, and hatred 
since it has passed away. — Dostrthon 'w^ondcr, 
father, that I should hate mankind, and, above 
all, the race that has wrought this change in 
me I Can the wiiukled decrepit bag before thee, 
wdioso WTatli must x ent itself in impotent curses, 
forget slio w'as once tho dangliter of the noble 
Thane of Torqiiilstone, before xvhose frow'n a 
thousand vassals trembled ? * 

‘Thou tho daughter of Torquil Wolfgangcr ! * 
said (’edrie, reccdifig as he spoke ; ‘ thou — thou 

— the dauglitcr of that noble Saxon, my father’s 
friend and eompanioii in arms ! ’ 

‘Thy father’s friend 1’ echoed Urfried ; ‘then 
Cedric called the Saxon slaiuls before me, for the 
noble llercxvard of Rotherxvood bad but one son, 
xvhose name is xvell known among his country- 
inon. lUit if thou art Cedric of Rotherwood, why 
this religious dress 'i — Inist thou, too, despaired 
of saving thy country, and sought refuge from 
opjiression in tho shade of the convout ? * 

‘ It matters not xvho I am,’ said Cedric ; ‘pro- 
ceed, unhapjiv woman, xvith thy tale of hoiTor 
and guilt ! —(luilt theie must bo,— tluro is guilt 
cxTii ill tliy living to tell it’ 

‘There is — there is,’ ausxx’ercd tho wretched 
woman, ‘deep, black, damning guilt— guUt, that^ 
lies like a load at my breast— ^ilt, that all the 
iieniteutial Arcs of hereafter cannot cleanse* Yes, 
m these lialls, stained with the noble and pure 
1 blood of my father and my brethren— in tnes® 
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very halls, to liave lived the paramour of their 
murderer, the slave at once and the partaker of 
his pleasures, was to render every breath which 
I drew of vital air a crime and a curse/ 

* Wretched woman ! ' exclaimed (lerlric. * And 
while tlie friends of thy father- -wliilo each true 
Saxon heart, ns it breathed a reipiieni for his soul, 
and those of his valiant sons, forgot vot in their 
prayers the murdered Ulrica— while ad mourned 
and lionoured the dead, thou hast lived to merit 
our liato and execration — lived to unite thyself 
with the vile tyrant who munh'red thy nearest 
vnd dearest— who shed the blood of infancy, 

I ithcr than a male of the noble house of Tormiil 
Wolfgringer should survive— wdtli him hast thou 
lived to unite thyself, and in the bands of lawless 
love/ • • 


^ In lawdess bands, indeed, but not in those of 
love ! ’ answered the liag ; ‘ love will sooner visit 
the regions of eternal doom, than these un- 
hallowed vaults. No, W’ith that at least I eaniiot 
reproach myself hatred to Froiit-dc-Bfeuf and 
his lacc governed my soul most deeply, even in 
the hour of his guilty ciidcarmeiits/ 

‘You hated liini, and yet you lived,’ replied 
,Codiic; ‘wretch! was tlioic no poniard -- no 
knife — no bodkin ? — Well was it for tlioe, since 
tliou didst prize such an existence, that llic 
secrets of a Norman castle arc like those of the 
giave. For had I but dreamed of the daughter 
of Torquil living in foul cominunioii with the 
murderer of her faRicr, the SA\ord of a true 
* Saxon had found thee out even in the arms of 
thy paramour ! ' 

‘ Wouldst thou indeed have done this justice to 
the name of Torquil ? ’ said Ulrica, for 'we may now 
lay aside her assumed name t)f Urfried ; ‘ thou art, 
then, the tnic Saxou re])ort speaks thee ! for even 
within these accursed W'alls, where, as thou well 
sayest, guilt shrouds itself in inserutable mystery, 
even there has the name of Cedric been sounded 
— and I, wretched and degraded, have rejoiced 
to think that there yet breathed an avenger of 
our uiihap])y nation. - 1 also have bad my houi-s 
of vongcaiiee - I have fomented the quarrels ol 
our foes, heated drunken revelry into murderous 
broil — 1 have seen their blood flow — I ha^ e heard 
their dying groans ! -Look on me, Cedric,-- are 
there not still left on this foul and faded face 
some traces of the features of Ton] nil?’ 

‘ Ask mo not of them, Ulrica,’ replied Cedric, 
in a tone of grief mixed with aljjiorrence ; ‘ these 
traces form such a resemhlanee as arises from tlie 
grave of the dead, when a fiend has animated the 
ufeloss corjise.’ 

<Bo it so,’ answered Ulrica; ‘yetweie these 
fiendish features the mask of a spirit of light 
when they were able to set at variance the elder 
Front-de-Dceuf and his son Ilcgiiiald ! The dark- 
ness of hell should hide what follow'ed, but 
revenge must lift the veil, and darkly intimate 
what it would raise the dead to s|)eak aloud. 
Long had the smouldering fire of discord glowed 
between the tyrant father and his savage son— 
long had 1 nursed, in secret, the unnatural 
hatred—- it blazed forth in an liour of drunken 
wassail, and at his o^vn board fell my oppressor 
by the hand of his own son — such arc the secrets 
these vaults conceal !— Bend asunder, ye accursed 
(MTcbos/ eho added, leohing up towards the roof, 


'and bury in your fall all who are conscious of 
the hideous mj’stery ! * 

‘And thou, creature of guilt and misery,* said 
Cedrh*, 'what became thy lot on the death of 
thy lavisher ? ’ 

‘ (Juessit, but nsk it not. — IToro — hero I dwelt, 
till age, j>r(*niatiiTe age, baa stamped its ghastly 
features on my coinitenaiiec — scorned and in- 
sulted where I w as once obej ed, and compelled 
to bound the levciige which had once such amjilo 
scope, to the efloitb of petty malice of a discon- 
tented menial, or tlie vain or iinbocdod curses of 
an impotent hag— condemned to hear from my 
lonely tiiiret the sounds of revelry in wdiich I 
once ]»artook, or the shrieks and groans of new 
victims of ojqircssion.’ 

* Ulricii,’ s.iid (Vdrie, ' with a iK'art which still, 
I fear, regrets the lost reward of tliy crimes, as 
much as the dee»ls by wbidi thou didst acquire 
that meed, how didst thou daro to address thee 
to one who weais this robe ^ (’onsidcr, unbapj»y 
W'oman, what could the sainted Ed w aid himself 
do for thee, w’ere ho here in bodily presence ? 
The Royal Confessor W'as endowed l)y Heaven 
with ])nw'cr to (‘leaiisc the ulcers of the body, but 
only (»(m 1 himself can euro the leprosy of the soul,’ 

‘Yet turn not fiom me, stern jn'oplict of 
WTath,’ she exclaimed, ‘but tell mo, if thou 
canst, in what shall termiiiato these new and 
awful feelings that burst on my solitude. — Why 
do deeds, long since done, rise before me in new 
and irresistible horrors ^ What fate is prepared 
beyond the gla^o ior her, to whom Goa lias 
assigned on earth a lot of such unspeakable 
wretcliedness ? Better bad I turn to Woden, 
Hertlia, and Zeniebock — to ]\li8ta, and to 
Skogula, the gods of our yet unba])tized ances- 
tors, than endure the dreadful anticipations 
which liave of late haunted my w’aking and my 
sleeping hours ! ’ 

*1 am no priest,* said Cedric, turning witli 
disgust from this miserable picture of guilt, 
wi'ctcliedncss, and despair; ‘I am no priest, 
though I w’oar a priest’s gannent.’ 

‘I’riest or layman,’ answered VlricHf Uliou 
art tlie fiist I have seen for twenty years, liy 
wdiom Cod was feared or man rcgaiued ; ami 
dost thou 1>icl me des])air ? ’ 

‘I bid thee repent,' said Cedric. 'Seek to 
prayer and penance, and mayest thou iind 
aeA'cptance ! ilut I cannot, I will not, longer 
abide w iih thee.* 

'Stay yet a moment!’ said Ulrica; ‘leave 
me not now, son of my father’s friend, lest the 
(lemon w'ho has governed my life should tem])t 
mo to avenge myself of tliy hard-hearted sconi. 
Thinkest thou, if Front-cle-lkeuf found Cedric 
tlie Saxon in his castle, in such a disguise, that 
thy life would be a long one ? — Already his eye 
has been upon tbco like a falcon on his prey,* 

‘ And 1)0 it so,* said Cedric ; ' and Ifet him tear 
me with beak and talons, ere my tongue say 
one word whicb my heart doth not warrant. 
I will die a Saxon — true in word, ojien in dec(l 
— I bid thee avaunt!— touch me not, stay mo 
not!— The sight of Front-dc-B(nnf himself is 
less odious to mo than thou, degraded and 
degenerate as thou art,' 

'Be it so,' said Ulrica, no longer interrupting 
> ‘ go vty, aqd fgTS»t , » iQsolenot 
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of thy superiority, that the wretch before thee 
'is the daughter of thy father’s friend,— (h) thy 
way — if I am s(^i«irated from mankind by my 
sulierings— sojMirated from those whoso aid I 
might most justly expect— not less will 1 bo 
separated from them in my revenge ! — No man 
sliall aid mo, but the ears of all men shall tingle 
to liear of tlio deed which I shall dare to < 
Farewell ! — thy scorn has burst the last tie 
wliich seemed yet to unite me to my kind a 
thought that my woes might elaini tlic com- 
passion of my people.’ 

‘Ulrica,’ saifl Codrie, softened by this ajtpeal, 
‘ hast thou borne up and endured to live through 
so much guilt amf so much misery, and wilt 
thou now yield to despair when thine eyes are 
opened to thy crimes, and when rei)eiitanco were 
thy fitter occupation ’ 

‘ OrdiLc,’ answered Ulrica, ‘ thou Utile knowest 
the human heart. To act as I have acted, to 
think as I have thought, requires the maddening 
love of pleasure, mingled with the keen appetite 
of revenge, the ]»rond conscionsness of power ; 
draughts too intoxicating for tlio Imman heart 
to bear, and yet retain the power to prevent, 
TJieir force has long passed away. — Age has no 
j)leasurcs — wrinkles have no influence, reveuge 
itself dies away in iinpot<mt curses. Then comes 
reuiovs(‘, with all its vi])crs, mixed with vain 
regrets for the past, and despair for the future ! 
Then when all other strung impulses liave 
ceased, we bneome like the fiends in hell, wlio 
may feel remorse, but never rcjiciitanco. — But 
thy words have awakened a now soul within me. 
Well hast thou said, all is possible for those 
who dare to die !— Thou hast shown me the 
means of r^'vengo, and bo assur(‘d 1 will embrace 
thorn. It has liithorto sliared this wasted bosom 
with oilier and with rival passions -‘henceforward 
it shall possess me wholly, and thou thyself 
slialt say, that, whatever was tlie life of Ulrica, 
her deatli well beeanie the daughter of the 
noble Torquil. There is a fore« without be- 
leaguering this a<’(nirscd ( astle —hasten to lead 
them to tljc attack, and when thou slialt see a 
rel flag wave fioni the turret on the easlein 
angle of the doiijou, juvss tin* Normans hard- - 
they will then hare enough to do within, and 
you may win the wall in spite hotli of bow and 
mangonel.— Begone, I ])ray thee —follow thiuo 
own fate, and leave me to iiiino.’ 

Cedric would have in(juired further into the 
purpose which she thus darkly announced, but 
the stem voice of Froiit-de-Boeuf was lieard, 
exclaiming, ‘ Whei e tarries this loitering priest ? 
By the scallop shell of Oonipostolla, 1 will make 
a martyr ftf him, if he loiters hero to liatch 
treason among iny domestics ! ’ 

‘What a true pi’o]>liet,’ .said Ulrica, ‘is an 
evil conscience ' iVit heed him not — out and 
to tliy people— Cl y your Saxon onslaught, and 
let thorn Slug then wav-song of Kollo, if tliey 
will ; vengean<‘o shall beai a burden lo it.’ 

As she tliiH spoke, .shti \,inislicd through a 
private djww, and llegimld Front -de-lheuf 
entered the apartment, ('ediic, with some 
difficulty, compelled hinr-df to make obeLsanec 
to the haughty baron, who returned his courtesy 
with a slight luclination of the head. 

'Thy j)?ijitej)ts, father, hare made a long 


shrift — ^it is the bettor for them, since it is the 
last they shall ever make, Hast thou prepared 
them for death ? ’ 

‘I louiid ihem,* said Codrie, in sutdi French 
as he could command, ‘expecting the worst, 
from the moment they knew into whoso power 
they had fallen.’ 

‘ How now, Sir Friar,’ replied Front de-Iieeuf ; 
‘thy speech, methiiiks, smacks of a Saxon 
longue I ’ 

‘ 1 v^us bred in the convent of Saint Withold 
of Burton,’ answered Cedric. 

‘Ay?’ said the baron; ‘it had been better 
for thee to have been a Norman, and better tor 
my pnr]>oso too ; luit need has no choice of 
messengers. Tliat Saint Withold’s of Burton is 
a howdet’s nest wbrth tlie haVrying. The day 
will soon come that the frock shall jTotcct the 
Saxon as little as the mail-coat.’ 

‘Cod’s will be done,’ said Odric, in a voice 
tremulous with ]>assion, which Front -de-Bcciif 
imputed to fear. 

‘ 1 see,* said he, ‘ thou dreamest already that 
0111 * men-at-arms are in thy refectory and thy 
alc-vaults. But do me one cast oi thy holy 
office, and, conic what list of others, thou shall 
.sleep as safe in thy cell as a snail within his 
shell of proof. ’ 

‘Speak your commands,* said Cedric, wdtl) 
siippros.sed emotion. 

‘ Follow me through th^ jiassage, then, that 
I may dismiss thee by tlic postern.’ 

And as ho strode on his w’ay before the .sup- 
posed friar, Front -de-Bauif thus schooled him m 
the part which he desired ho should act. 

‘Tliou scfst. Sir Friar, you herd of Saxon 
swine, who liave dared to environ this castle of 
Torquilstono. — Toll thorn whatever thou hast a 
mind of the wa'akiiess of this fortalicc, or anght 
else that can detain them before it for Iwcnly- 
foiir lionrs. Meantime bear tlirg,i this scroll. 
But soft— caiis» read, Sir Priest 

‘Not a ]ot 1,’ aiiswaucd Cedric, ‘save on my 
breviary; .and then I know the charaetei.s, 
hcc.iuse 1 liavo tlie holy service by licart, jiraisod 
be Our Lady and Saint Withold ! ’ 

‘The fitter messenger for my ])iirj>osp.- -Carry 
thon this scroll to the castle of Philip do Mal- 
voisin ; say it comet h from me, and is written 
by the Temjilar Brian dc Bois-Ouillicrt, and 
that I pray him to send it to York wdih all tlio 
sjieed man and^ horse can make. Meanwliilc, 
t»^ll him to doubt notliing, lie shall find us 
whole and sound behind our battlement — Shame 
oil it, that we should ho compelled to hide thus 
]»y a pack of runagates wdio aic wont to fly even 
at the flash of our pennons and the tramp of 
our horses ! I say to thoe, ]>rieMt, contrive some 
cast of thine art to keep the knaves where they 
are, until our friends bring up their lances. My 
vengeance is awake, and she is a falcon that 
.slunibcrs not till she has been gorged.* 

‘ By niy jiatron saint,* said Cediic, wkh deeper 
energy Ilian liecamc liis character, ‘ and by every 
saint who has lived and died in England, yonr 
commands shall bo obeyed ! Not a Saxon shall 
stir from before the.so walls, i,f I have art and 
influence to detain them there.* 

‘Hal’ said Front-de-Boouf, 'thou ohangest 
thy tonoi Bir Briestf and sj^akeet brief and 
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bold, as if thy heart were in the slaughter of 
tlfe Saxon herd ; and yet thou art thyself of 
kindred to the swine.’ 

Cedric was no ready practiser of the art of 
dissimulation, and wouht at lliis moment have 
been much the better of a hint from Wamba’* 
more fertile brain. Ihit necessity, according to 
the ancient jnoverb, sbarjiens in\enL n, and ho 
muttered something under his cowd ccuiccrning 
the men in question being excomiminieatcd 
outlaws botli to cliurcli aiul to kingdom. 

* ansuTred Front-de-lkeuf, Hhou 
hast spoken the very tnitli — I forgot that the 
knaves can stiij) a fat abhot, as wtdl as it they 
had been horn south of yonder salt cliaimel. 
AVus it not he of Saint Ives wliom they tied to 
an oak tree, and*com]K'llod to sing a mass while 
they were rifling liis mails and his wallets No, 
by Our Lady !— that jest was played by (Inalticr 
of Middleton, one ol our own coinpauions-at- 
arms. But they were Saxons who robbed the 
chajiel at Saint Bees of cui>, candlestick, and 
clialice, w^erc they not v ’ . • 

‘They were godless men,’ answ'ered Oedrio. 

‘Ay, and tiny drank out all the good wine 
and ale that Jay in store for many a seiTct 
oaronsal, when ye ]>rotend ye are but busied 
with vigils and primes ! Priest, thou art bound 
to revenge such sacrilege.’ 

‘lam indeed bound to vengeance,' murmured 
Cedric ; ‘Saint AVifhold knows my heart.' 

Front-de-Bfcuf, in the meanwhile, led the way 
to a posteifl, where, jiassiug the moat on a single 
plank, they reached a small harhican, or exteiior 
defeiico, wliich comniunicaicd w’itli the o])en 
field by a well-fortified saJlypoit. 

‘Begone, then; and it thou wilt do mine 
errand, and if tlion rotuni hither when it is 
done, thou shall see Saxon flesh cheap as ever 
was liog's ill the shainhles of Shcflield. And, 
hark tlico I ihou hccuk'sI to bo a jolly confessor 
— come hither after the tmslaught, and thou 
shalt have as much Malvoisie as would drench 
thy whole convent.’ 

‘Assuredly w'e shall meet again,’ answered 
Cedric. 

‘Something in hand the whilst,’ contiiuicd 
the Norman; and, as they parted at the postern 
door, ho thrust into Cedric’s reluctant hand a 
gold byzant, adding, ‘ Kewiember, I will flay 
off both cowl and akin, if tliou failcst in thy 
purpose.’ • 

‘And full leave will I give thee to do both,* 
answered Cedric, leaving the ])ostern, and stiid- 
ing forth over the free field with a joyful step, 

‘ i^ when wo meet next, I deserve not bettor at 
thine hand.’— Turning then biick towards the 
oastlo, ho throw the jiiece of gold towards the 
donor, oxolaiming at the same time, ‘False 
Norman, thy money perish w'ith thee ! ' 

Front-de-Bopuf heard the words imperfectly, 
but the action w^as suspicious — ‘Archers,' lie 
called tb the warders on the outward battle- 
ments, ‘send me an arrow through yon monk’s 
!— yet stay,* he said, as his retainers wore 
bending their bows, ‘it avails not— we must 
thus far trust him, since we have no better shift. 
I think lie dares not betray me— at the worst I 
can but treat with these Saxon dogs whom I 
have safe in kennel— Ho ! Giles jailor, let them 


bring Cedric of Rotherwoed before mo, and the 
other churl, his companion —him I mean of ( *on- 
ingsburgli -Atliolstane there, or what call they 
him i 'riieir very names are an encumbrance to 
a FJormau kiiigbt’s inoutli, and have, as it were, 
a flavour of bacon— (Jive me a atoup of wine, as 
jolly rriiico John said, that I may wash away 
the relish— place it in the armoury, and thither 
lead the prisoners.’ 

His commamlK were oboy(d ; and, upon enter- 
ing that (lothii* apartment, hung uith many 
spoils won by his own valour and that of his 
father, he found a flagon of wine on the nioshivo 
oaken table, and the two Saxon cnj>tives under 
the guard of four of his de})eiideiits. Front -de- 
Bo*ul' took a long draught of xvinc, and then 
addressed his prisoners, —for the manner in which 
\Vam})a drew tlie ca]) over liis face, the change 
of dress, the gloomy and broken light, and the 
liaron’s imiicrlect aeciuaintancc xvith tlio leatiires 
of ('cdric (who avoided his Nomiaii iicighhoura, 
and seldom stirred beyond his own domains), 
prevented him from discovering that tlic most 
important of his cajitivcs had made his escaj>e. 

‘dallants of England,’ said Front-de-Bmuf, 
‘how relish ye ytnir entertainment at Torqiiil- 
stone 2 — Arc yc yet aware what yohr svrquedy 
and ovt recti uhmcc* ineiit for scofling at the 
cntcrtjiinment of a prince of the Ilonsc of Anjou t 
- -Have ye f(»rgottcii how }c requited tlic un- 
merited hos])itality of tlio royal John ? By God 
and Saint Dennis, an ye pay not the riclier ran- 
som, I wdll hang ye up by the feet from the iron 
bars of these windows, till the kites and hooded 
crows have made skeletons of you ! — Speak out, 
ye Saxon dogs— wdiat hid yo for your worthless 
Jives 2 — How say you, }ou of Kofherwood 2 ' 

‘Not a doit 1 ,’ answered ])oor ^’ainba — ‘and 
for haiiging up by the feet, my brain has been 
topsy turvy, they say, ever since the biggin was 
bound fii-st round my head ; so tui'uiiig mo up- 
side-down may perad venture restore it again,’ 

‘Saint Genevieve ! ’ said Front-do-Boeuf, ‘what 
have we got here 2 ’ 

And with the baek of his hand he struck 
Cedric's cap from the bead of the jester, and, 
throwing ojicii liis collar, discovered the fatal 
liadge of servitude, the silver collar round his 
neck. 

‘Giles — Clement— dogs and varlcts! 'exclaimed 
the furious Norman, ‘what have you brought 
me here 2 ’ 

‘ I think I can tell you,’ said De Rra^, who 
just entered the a))aitment, ‘Tliis is (5edric’s 
clown, who fouglit so manful a skit^mish with 
Isaac of Vork aliout a question of precedence.' 

‘ I shall settle it for them both,’ replied Front- 
dc-Breuf ; ‘ they shall hang on the same gallows, 
unless his master and this boar of Coningsburgh 
will pay ’well for their lives. Their wealth is the 
least they can surrender ; they must also cany 
off with them the swarms that are besetting the 
castle, subscribe a surrender of their pretended 
immunities, and live under us as serfs and 
vassals ; too happy if, in the new world that is 
about to b^n, we leave them the breath of their 
nostrils.— (Jo,* said he to two of his attendants, 


* Surquedy and <mtreeuidanc§--iiao\tiiW and presump- 
tion. 
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* f0to1i 1116 tjbo riglit Co'irio hither, and I pardon 
your error lor once ; tlio rather that you but 
mistook a fool ftn* a Saxon franklin.* 

'Ay, but/ said AVamba, ‘your chivalrous ox- 
oelloncy will find fhero are more fools than 
franklins among us.’ 

‘ AVhat means the knave ? ’ said Front-do-Iloeuf, 
looking towards liis followers, who, lingering and 
loath, faltered forth their belief, that if this were 
not Cedric who was there in presence, they knew 
not what was become of him. 

‘ Saints of heaven ! ’ exclaimed Do Bracy, * he 
must have escaped in the monk’s garments ! * 

* Fiends of hell ! * eehoed Front-do-Breuf, ‘ it 
was then the boar of Rotherwood whom I iislicred 
to the j>osterii, and dismissed wilh my own 
hands ! — And thou,’ he said to AVamba, ‘ whose 
folly could overreach the wisdom of idiois yet 
more gross than thyself —1 will give thee holy 
orders — I will shave thy erown for thee !- Here, 
let them tear the scalp from his head, and then 
jntch liim headlong from the battlements— Thy 
trade is to jest, eaiist thou jest now ? ’ 

‘You deal wilh me better tlian your word, 
noble knight,’ whimiierod forth poor Wamba, 
whose habits of buffoonery were not to be over- 
come even by the immediate prospect of death ; 

* if you give me the red cap you ])roposc, out of 
a simple monk you will make a cardinal. * 

* The poor wretch,* said I)e Braey, ‘ is resolved 
to die in his vocation. — Front-de-Boouf, you shall 
not slay him. Give him to mo to make sport 
for my Fi’ee Comjianions. — IIow sayest thou, 
knave ? AVilt tjion takfe heaii of grace, and go 
to the wars with me ? ’ 

‘Ay, with my master’s leave,* said VYamba; 
‘for, look you, I must not slip collar’ (and ho 
touched that which he wore) ‘ Avithout his per- 
mission.* 

‘ Oh, a Korman saAV Avill soon cut a Saxon 
collar,’ said Do Braey. 

*Ay, noble sir,’ said AYamba, ‘and tlicnco 
goes the proverb— 

Norman saw on F.nglUli oak, 

On English neck a Nurnian yoke ; 

Norman spoon in English dish. 

And England ruled as Normans wish : 

Blithe world in England never will be more, 

Till England's lid of all the four.’ 

‘Thou dost well. Do Bracy/ said Front-dc- 
Bteiif, ‘ to stand there listening to a fool’s jar- 
gon, when destruction is gaping for us ! Seost 
thou not we are overreached, and that our pro- 
posed mode of communicating with our friends 
without has been disconcerted by this same 
motley gentleman thou art so foml to brother ? 
AYhat views have wo to expect but instant 
storm * * 

‘To the tiatllemcnts, then,’ said De Bracy; 
‘when didst thou ever sec mo the graver for the 
thoughts of battle? Call tlio Templar yonder, 
and let him fight but lialf as well for his life as 
he has done for his Order. -Make thou to the 
walls thyself with thy huge body,— T^t mo do 
my poor emloavour iu my own way, and 1 tell 
thee the Saxon outlaws niav as well attwnpt to 
•oale the clouds, as the castle of Tornuilstone ; 
pr, if you will treat with the banditti, wdiy not 
eunploy the mediation of tliis worthy franklin 
w])0 in vueb deep oontemplfttlOQ of thQ 


wine flagon ? — Here, Saxon,* he continued, ad- 
dressing Atholstano, and liauding the cup to 
him, ‘ rinse tJiy throat with that noble liquor, 
and rouse up thy soul to say what thou wilt do 
for tliy liberty.* 

‘ AVhat a man of mould may,* answered Athel- 
staiie, ‘ providing it bo what a man of manliood 
onglit.— Dismiss mo free, Avitli my conqianions, 
and 1 Avill ])ay a ransom of a thousand marks.* 

‘And wilt moreover assure us the retreat of 
that scum of mankind who are swaiming around 
the castle, contrary to God’s ^Ksaco and the 
king’s ? ’ said Front-de-Jkeuf. 

‘In so far as I can,’ answered Atliclstano, ‘I 
w'ill withdraw them ; and I fear not hut that my 
father Cedrio will do liis best to assist mo.’ 

‘ AVe arc agreed, ^then,’ said ‘Front-de-Bmuf — 
‘thou and tliey are t«) be set at freedom, and 
])eaco is to bo on both sides, for juiymcnt of a 
tliouHiiud marks. It is a trilling ransom, Saxon, 
and thou wilt owe gratitude to tlie moderation 
v\hi(*h accepts of it iu exchange of your persons. 
But mark, this extends not to the Jew Isaac.’ 

‘Nor to the Jew Isaac’s daughter,* said the 
Templar, who had now joined tliem. 

‘Neither,’ said Frout-de-Bceuf, ‘belong to this 
Saxon’s company.’ 

‘I were uiiwoithy to be called Christian, if 
they did,* replied Atliclstano: ‘deal with llio 
unbelievers as yo list.’ 

‘Neither docs the ransom iiicliido the Lady 
Rowona,’ said Do Braey. ‘II shall never be said 
I was scared out of a mir prize withiiut striking 
a blow for it.* 

‘Neither,’ said Front -de-Ba‘uf, ‘does our 
tieaty refer to this wretched jester, whom I 
retain, that I may make him an example to every 
knave who turns jest into earnest. ’ 

‘The Lady liowena,’ answered AtlieLstane, with 
the most steady countenance, ‘is my affianced 
biidc. I will be drawn by wild horses before I 
consent to jiart witli her. The slave AYamba 
has this day saved the life of my father Cedric— 
— I will lose mine, ere a hair of his head be 
injured.’ 

‘ Thy affianced bride ! — the Lady Rowena the 
affianced bride of a vassal like thee ! ’ said De 
Bracy ; ‘ Saxon, tliou dreamest that the days of 
thy sov'cn kingdoms are returned again. 1 tell 
thee, the jirinces of^the House of Anjou confer 
not their wards on men of such lineage as thine.* 

‘My lineage, proud Norman,* replied Athol- 
stano, ‘is drawn from a source more pure and 
ancient than that of a beggarly Frenchman, 
whoso living is won by selling the blood of the 
thieves whom ho a.sacmbles under his paltry 
standard. Kings were my ancestors, strong in 
war and wise in council, who every day feasted 
in their hall more hundreds than thou oanst 
number individual followers ; whose names 
been sung by minstrels, and their laws recorded 
by AYitenagemotes ; w'bose bones were interred 
amid the prayers of saints, and over wbege tombs 
minsters nave been builded.* 

‘Thou hast it, De Bracy/ said Front-de-Boeul, 
well pleased with the rebuff which his companion 
had received ; ‘ the Saxon hath hit thee furly.* 

‘ As fairly as a captive can strike/ Said De 
Bracy, with apparent caTelessness ; ‘for he whose 
er« tied ehould bi« ton^e At ft 99 «}oipt 
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—But thy glibness of reply, comrade,* rejoined 
he, speaking to Athelstanc, *will not win the 
freedom of Lady Rowena.’ 

To this A’thelstane, who had already made a 
longer speech tlian was lua custom to do on any 
topic, however interesting, returned no ansvier. 
The conversation was interrupted by the arrival 
of a menial, who announced that a monk de- 
manded admittance at the postern gate. 

‘ In the name of Saint Bonnet, the prince of 
these bull -beggars,’ said Front-de-lhcuf, ‘liave 
we a real monk tliis time, or another impostor ? 
^arch liim, slaves— for an ye sutler a second 
impostor to bo i)almed u])ou you, I will have 
your eyes torn out, and hot coals put into the 
sockets.’ 

‘ Let me endurfl the oxtrciftity of your anger, 
my lord,’ said Giles, ‘if this ho not a real shave- 
ling. Your squire Jocelyn knows him w'cll. and 
will vouch him to be Bi other Ambrose, a monk 
in attendance upon the Vrior of .lorvaiilx.’ 

‘Admit him,’ said Kroiit-dc-lbeiif ; ‘most 
likely ho^ brings us iicw’s from his jovial master. 
Surely the devil keeps holiday, and the ])richts 
are relieved from duty, that they arc strolling 
thus wildly through the country. Keiiiovc these 
prisoners ; and, Sa\on, think on what thou hast 
Iieard.* 

‘1 claim,’ said Aihelstane, ‘an honourable 
imprisonment, with due care of my Ijoaid and of 
my couch, as become^ my rank, nnd as is duo to 
one w*ho is in ln‘aty for ransom. Moreover, I 
hold him tlftit deems himself the best of you, 
bound to answer to me w’ith bis body lor this 
aggression on iny freedom. Tliis defiance liath 
already been sent to thee by thy sewTr ; thou 
uudcrliest it, and art bound to answ'er me — 
There lies my glove.’ 

‘ 1 answer not the challenge of my prisoner,’ 
said Front-dc-H(ruf ; ‘nor shalt tlioii, Maurice 
do Bi-aey. — piles,’ lie continued, ‘hang the 
ftanklin’s glove uj»on the tine of yonder branched 
antlers : there shall it remain until he is a fice 
man. Should he then presume to demand it, or 
to affirm he was unlawfully made my ])ris()iicr, 
hy the belt of Saint Ohristojiher, ho will speak 
to one who hath never refused to meet a foe, on 
foot or on horseback, alone or wdth his vassals 
at his back ! ' 

The Saxon prisoners were accordingly removed, 
just as they introduced the monk Ambrose, who 
appeared to bo in great perturbation. 

‘This is the real J?cf/s vohiscvm,* said Wamba, 
as he passed the reverend brother ; the others 
wore but counterfeits.* 

‘Holy Mother ! ’ said the monk, as he afldressed 
the assembled knights, ‘ 1 am at last safe and iii 
Christian kceiiing.’ 

‘Safe thou art,* replied Do Braey; ‘and for 
Christianity, hero is the stout Baron Reginald 
Front-de-Boiuf, whose utter abomination is a 
Jew ; and the good Knight Templar, Brian dc 
BoiS-GuilUort, wdioso trade is to slay Saracens — 
If these are not good marks of Christianity, I 
know no other which they bear about llioin.*^ 

‘Ye are friends and allies of our reverend 
fathol? in God, Ayiner, Prior of Jorvaulx,’ said 
the monk, without noticing the tone of Dc 
Bmcy’a reply ; ‘ye owe him aid both by knightly 
laith ana holy charity ; for what saith the 
9 %^ * . 


blessed Saint Angastin, in his treatise J)6 
CivUatc I>ci — 

‘ Wliat saitli the devil 1* interrupted Front-de- 
Bfcuf ; ‘or ratlicr w'hat dost thmi say, Sir IMcst? 
We have little time to hear texts from the holy 
fathers.’ 

‘ Siincla Maria ! ’ ejaculated Father Ambrose,' 
‘how prompt to ire arc these unhallowed lay- 
men ! — But be it known to you, brave knights, 
that certain murderous caitiffs, casting Ixminu 
them fear of God, aii<l rcveience of his Church, 
and not regarding the bull of the Holy Sec, Si 
quiSi suadente Diabolo * 

‘Brother priest, ’said llie Teni]»lar, ‘all this we 
know or guess at — tell us ]*lainly, is thy master, 
the prior, made prisonei, and to w'liom ?* 

‘Surely,’ s.iid Ambrose, ‘he is in the hands 
of the men of Belial, in festers of llieso woods, 
and eouteiniiers of the holy text, “Touch not 
mine anointed, and do my prophets iioiighi of 
ovil.” * 

‘Here is a new argument for our swords, sirs,' 
said Front-dc-Bivuf, lurniiig to his conqianions ; 
‘ and so, instead of reaching ns any assistance, 
the Prior of Jorvaulx lecjuests aid at our hands ! 
A man is well lielped of these lazy cliurchmen 
when lie hath most to do!— But speak out, 
jiricst, and say at once, what doth thy master 
expect from us ? ’ 

‘So ])lease you,’ said Aiiibiohe, ‘violent hands 
having been imposed on my reverend superior, 
contrary to the lioly ordinance w'hicli I did 
already quote, and the men of Belial having 
rifled liis mails ami bmlgets, and strij)]>ed liim 
of two bundled marks of jmre refined gold, they 
do yet demand of him a largo sum besides, 
ere they will suffer liim to depart from their 
uncircunicised hands. Wherefore, the reverend 
father in God prays you, as liis dear friends, to 
rescue him, either by paying down the ransom 
at wdiicli they hold liim, or by force of arms, at 
yonr best discretion.’ 

‘The foul fiend cjuell the piior!’ said Front- 
de-Ba*uf ; ‘bis morning's draiiglit has been a deep 
one. When did Ihy master liear of a Norman 
baron unbuckling bis jnirse to reJievo a eliurch- 
luan, whoso bags arc leu times as weighty as 
ours ?-“And liow can w'e do aiiglit by valour to free 
liim, that are cooped u]) here by ton times our 
number, and exi>ect an assault ovciy moment ? * 

‘And tliat w\as wbat 1 was about to tell you,* 
said the monk, ‘ bad your liastiness allowed me 
time. But, God help me, 1 am old, and these 
foul onslaughts distract an aged man’s brain. 
Nevertheless it is of verity that they assemble % 
camp and raise a bank against tlic walls of this 
castle.’ 

‘To the. battlements !’ cried Do Bracy, ‘and 
let us mark what these knaves do without;* and 
so saying, ho opened a latticed window which 
led to a sort of hart i sail, or projecting balcony, 
and immediately called from thence to those lu 
the apartment — ‘ Saint Dennis, but the old monk 
hath brought true tidings ! — They bring foiAvard 
mantelets and pavisses, and the archers muster 


• Mantelets were temporary and moveabledefences formed 
of planks, under cover of which the assailants advanced 
to the attack of fortified places of old. Pavisses were a 
species of large shields covering the whole person, employed 
on the same occasbns. 
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<m tho fikirta of tlio wood like , a dark cloud 
'before ii hailstorm.' 

Reginald Front-dc-Bccuf also looked out upon 
the held, and immediately snatched his bugle ; 
and, after winding a long and loud blast, com- 
manded his men to their i)osts on the "walls. 

'Do Bracy, look to the eastern side, where the 
walls are lowest. — Noble Bois-Guilbcrt, thy trade 
hath Avell taught thee how to attack and defend, 
look thou to the western side. — I myself will 
take post at the barbican. Yet, do not confine 
your exertions to any one spot, noble friends ! 
we must this day be everywhere, and niultiidy 
ourselves wore it possible, so as to carry by our 
presence succour and relief wherever the attack 
is hottest. Our numbers are few, but activity 
and courage may supply that defect, since we 
have only to do with rascal clowns.' 

'But, noble knights,’ exclaimed Father Am- 
brose, amidst the bustle and confusion occasioned 
by the preparations for defence, ' will none of yo 
hear the message of the rcvcren<l father in God, 
Aymcr, Prior of Jorvaulx ? — I beseech thee to 
hear me, noble Sir Reginald ! ' 

* Go iiattcr thy petitions to Heaven ! ’ said the 
fierce Norman, ' for we on earth have no time to 
listen to them.— Ho there, Anselm ! see that 
seetliing pitch and oil are ready to jjour on the 
heads of these audacious traitors — Look tliat the 
crossbow-men lack not bolts.* Fling abroad my 
banner with tho old bull’s head — the knaves shall 
soon find with whom they have to do this day 1 ' 

' But, noble sir,’ continued tho monk, persever- 
ing in his endeavours to draw att-eiition, ‘ consider 
iny vows of obedience, and let mo discharge 
myself of rny sujicrior’s errand.’ 

‘Away with tljis prating dotard,' said Front- 
dc-Bceuf *, ‘ lock him’ up in the chapel, to tell his 
beads till the broil be over. It will be a new 
tiling to the saints in Torqiiilstono to hear aves 
and paters ; they have not i)ecu so hononred, I 
trow, since they were cut out of stone.' 

* Blaspheme not the holy saints. Sir Reginald,' 
said Do Bracy ; ‘ "vve shall have need of their aid 
to-day before yon rascal rout disband.' 

'1 expect little aid from their hand,’ said 
Front-de-Boeiif, 'unless wo were to hurl them 
from tho battlements on the heads of the villains. 
There is a huge lumbering Saint Christopher 
yonder, sulficicnt to bear a whole company to 
the earth.' 

The Templar had in the meantime been looking 
out (»u tho proceedings of tlic besiegers with rather 
more attention than tho brutal Front-de-Boeuf, 
or his giddy companion. 

‘By the faith of mine Order,’ he said, ‘these 
men approach with more touch of discipline than 
could have been judged, however they come by 
it. See yo how dexterously they avail themselves 
of every coyer which a tree or bush affords, and 
shun exposing themselves to tho shot of our 
crossbows? 1 spy neither banner nor pennon 
among them, and yet wull 1 gage my golden 
chain, that tlicy are led on by some noble knight 
or gentleman, skilful in the practice of w'ars.’ 


7 'i * The bolt -was the arrow peculiarly fitted to the cross- 
bow, as that of the long-bow was called a shaft. Hence the 

s c/ j < iTj^tfUisn I %vtil aiUVkA. ^ ■ 



* I espy him,' said Do Bracy ; ‘ I see the waving 
of a knight’s crest, and the gleam of his armour. 
Sec yon tall man in the black mail, who is busied 
marshalling the farther troop of tho rasoaille 
yeomen. — By Saint Dennis, I hold him to be tho 
same wdiom w'o called Le Noir Fainemi, who 
overthrew thee, Front-de-Bocuf, in the lists at 
Ashby.* 

‘So much tho belter,' said Front-do-Boeuf, 

‘ that ho comes here to give mo -my revenge. 
Some hilding fellow he must be, who dared not 
stay to assert his claim to the tourney prize 
which chance had assigned him. I should in vain 
have sought for him where knights and nobles 
seek their foes, and right glad am 1 he hath here 
shown himself among yoii villain yeomanry.’ 

The demoiisir;iti?nis of the clieniy’s immediate 
approach cut off all further discourse. Each 
knight repaired to his post, and at tho head of 
the few followers whom they were able to muster, 
and wdio were in numbers inadequate to defend 
the whole extent of the w’alls, they awaited with 
calm determination tho threatened assault. 


CHAPTER XXVIIL 

This wandering race, sever’d from other men, 

Boast yet their intercourse with human arts ; 

The seas, the woods, the deserts which they haunt, 
Find them acquainted with t^eir secret treasures; 

And unregarded herbs, and flowers, and blossoms, 
Display undream’d-of powers, when gather’d by them* 

The Jew. 

Our history must needs rel-rograde for the 
space of a few pages, to inform the reader of 
certain passages material to his understanding, 
the rest of this im})ortaut narrative. His own 
intelligence may indeed have easily anticipated 
that, when Ivanlioe sunk down, and seemed 
aljaiidoiiod by all the world, it was the impor- 
tunity of Rebecca whicli prevailed on her father 
to have the gallant young warrior transported 
from the lists to the house wdiicli for the time 
the Jews inhabited in the suburbs of Ashby, 

It would not have been difficult to have per- 
suaded Isaac to this step in any other circum- 
stances, for his disj>osition W’as kind and gi’ateful. 
But he had also tho prejudices and scrupulous 
timidity of his persecuted peoide, and those wore 
to be conquerea. 

‘ Holy Abrahun ! ' he exclaimed, ‘ he is a good 
youth, and iny heart bloctls to see tho gore trickle 
down his rich oinbroidered liacqueton, and his 
corselet of goodly price — but to carry him to our 
house !— damsel, hast thou well considered ? — ^lie 
is a Christian, and by our law W'e may not deal 
with tho stranger and Gentile, save for -the 
advantage of our commerce.* 

‘ Speak not so, ray dear father, ' replied Rebecca ; 
‘ we may not indeed mix with them in banq^uet 
and in jollity ; but in wounds and in misery the 
Gentile becometh the Jew's brother/ • 

‘ I would I knew what the Rabbi Jatx)b Ben 
Tudela would opine on it,' replied, Isaac; — 
‘nevertheless, the good youth must uoj; bleed 
to death. I^t Se& and Reuben bear him to 
Ashby,* . , ^ 

' Nay, let them place him my Utter/ said 
^beooa; * I will mount on© of t)ie palfteya*' , 
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* That were to expose thee to the gaze of tliose 
dogs of Ishmael and of Edom,’ whispered Isaac, 
with a suspicious glance towards the crowd of 
knights and squires. But Rebecca was already 
busied in carrying her charitable purpose into 
effect, and listed not what ho said, until Isaac, 
seizing tlm sleeve of her mantle, agai.i exclaimed, 
in a hurried voice — * Beard of Aaron ! — what if 
the youth perish ! — if he die in our custody, sliall 
we not be hold guilty of his blood, and be torn to 
pieces by the multitude ? ’ 

*He will not die, my father,’ s.aid Rebecca, 
gently extricating herself from the grasp of Isaac 
— *he will not die, unless we abandon him ; and 
if so, we are indeed answerable for bis blood to 
God and to mai^’ • 

‘Nay,’ said Isaac, releasing his hold, *it 
grieveth me as mucli to see the drops of his 
hlood, as if they were so many golden byzants 
from mine own purse ; and I well know, that the 
lessons of Miriam, daughter of the Rabbi M anasscs 
of Byzantium, whose soul is in i>aradisc, have 
made thee skilful in the art of healing, and that 
thou knowest the craft of herbs and the force of 
elixirs. Therefore, do as thy mind giveth thcc — 
thou art a good damsel, a blessing and a crown, 
and a song of rejoicing unto me and to my house, 
and unto the people of my fatliers.’ 

The apprehensions of Isaac, however, were 
not ill founded ] and the generous and grateful 
benevolence of liis fiaughter exposed her, on her 
retiiru to ^hby, to the unhallowed gaze of Brian 
do Bois-Guuhert. The Templar twice passt^d and 
tepassed them on the road, fixing his bold and 
ardent look on tlie beautiful Jewess ; and wo 
have already seen the consequences of the admira- 
tion which her charms excited, when accident 
threw her into the power of that unprincipled 
voluptuary. 

Rebecca lost no time in causing the patient to 
be transported to their temporary dwelling, and 
proceeded with her own hands to examine and 
to bind up his wounds. The youngest reader of 
romances and romantic ballads must recollect bow 
often the females, during the dark ages, as they 
are called, were initiated into the mysteries of 
surgery, and how freq\ieiitly the gallant knight 
submitted the wounds of his person to her cure, 
whose eyes had yet more deeply penetrated his 
heart. * 

But the Jews, both male andjemale, possessed 
and practised the medical science in all its 
branches, and the moiiarchs and powerful barons 
of the time frequently committed themselves to 
the charge of some experienced sage among this 
despised people, when wounded or in sickness. 
The aid of wie Jewish physicians was not less 
eagerly sought after, though a general belief 
prevailed among the Christians that the Jewish 
feibbins were deeply acquainted with the occult 
sciences, and particularly with the cabalistical 
art, which had its name and origin in the studies 
of the sages of Israel. Neither did the Rabbins 
disown such acquaintance with supernatural arts, 
which added nothing (for what could add aught?) 
to the hatred with which the nation was regarded, 
while it diminished the contempt with which that 
xnalevUlence was mingled. A Jewish magician 
'Hiight be tbe subject of equal abhorrence with 
Jewdshusurw, but he could not be equally 


despised. It is besides probable, considering the 
wonderful cures they arc said to have performed, 
that the Jews possessed some secrets of the heal- 
ing art peculiar to themselves, and which, with 
the exclusive spirit arising out of their condition, 
they took great care to conceal from the Christians 
amongst whom they dw'elt. 

The beautiful Rebecca bad been heedfblly 
brought up ill all the knowledge proper to her 
nation, which her apt and powerful mind had 
retained, arianged, and enlarged, in the course 
of a progress beyond her years, her sex, and even 
the age in which she lived. Her knowledge of 
medicine and of the healing art had been acquired 
under an aged Jewess, llio daughter of one of 
tlieir most celebrated doctors, who loved Rebecca 
as her own child, and was believed to have com- 
municated to her secrets, which had been left to 
berself by her sage father at the same time and 
under the same circumstances. The fate of 
Miriam had indeed been to fall a sacrifice to the 
fanaticisms of tlio times ; and her secrets had 
survived in lier apt pupil.* 

Rebecca, thus eudoivcd ivith kuowledgo as 
with beauty, was universally revered and ad- 
mired by her own tribe, who almost regarded 
lier as one of those gifted women mentioned in 
the sacred history. Her father himself, out of 
reverence for her talents, which involuntarily 
mingled itself with his unbounded alfection, per- 
mitted tlm maiden a greater liberty than was 
usually indulged to those of her sex by the 
habits of her people, and was, as wo have just 
seen, frequently guided by her opinion, even in 
preference to his oivn. 

When IvanhoG reached the habitation of Isaac, 
he was still in a state of uiicoiisciousness, owing 
to th6 profuse loss of blood which had taken 
place during his exertions in the lists. Rebecca 
examined the -wound, and, having applied to it 
such vulnerary remedies as her art prescribed, 
informed her father that if fever could be averted, 
of which the great bleeding rendered her little 
apprehensive, and if the healing balsam of 
Miriam retained its virtue, there was nothing 
to fear for his guest’s life, and that he might 
with safety travel to York with them on the 
ensuing day. Isaac looked a little blank at this 
annunciation. His charity would willingly have 
stopped short at Ashby, or at most would ha\ o 
left the wounded Christian to be tended in the > 
house where ho was residing at present, with an 
assurance to the Hebrew to whom it belonged, 
that all expenses should bo duly discharged. 
To this, however, Rebecca opposed many reasons, 
of which wo shall only mention two that had 
peculiar weight with Isaac. The one was, that 
slie would on no account put the phial of precious 
balsam into the hands of another physician even 
of her own tribe, lest that valuable mysteiy 
should be discovered ; the other, that this 
■wounded knight, Wilfred of Ivanhoe, was an 
intimate favourite of Richard CoeuT-de-Lion, 
and that, in case the monarch should return, 
Isaac, who had supplied his brother John with 
treasure to prosecute his rebellious purposes. ; 
would stand in no small need of a powerfi^ 
protector who enjoyed Richard’s favour. 

* Thou art speaking but sooth, Bebeoca, ' 
'Isaac,;^Ting tray was weight a^ams^^rr^, 
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*it Vdre an olTending of Heaven to betray the 
seorets of the blessed Miriam ; for the good which 
Heaven givotli is not rashly to be squandered 
nj)on others, whether it be talents of gold and 
shokols of silver, or whether it bo the secret 
mysteries of a wise physician— assuredly they 
^lould be preserved to those to whom Provi(l- 
eiice hath vouchsafed them. And him whom 
the Nazaroiies of England call the Lion’s Heart, 
assuredly it were better for mo to fall into the 
hands ox a strong lion of Idumea than into his, 
if he shall have got assurance of my dealings with 
his brother. AVhorcfore I will loud ear to thy 
counsel, and this youth shall journey with us to 
York, and our house shall be ns a home to him 
until his wounds shall be healed. And if he of 
the Lion Ht\art shall return to the land, ns is 
now noised abroad, then shall this Wilfred of 
Ivanhoo he unto mo as a wall of defeiiee, when 
the king’s displeasure shall burn high against 
thy father. And if he doth not return, this 
Wilfred may natholess repay ns onr charges 
when he shall gain tseasiiro by the strength (»f 
his spear and of his sw'ord, even as he did 
yesterday and this day also. For the youth is 
a good youth, and keepeth the day w'hich he 
appointotli, and rostoreth that wdiich he bor- 
rowoth, and siiceoureth the Israelite, even the 
child of my father’s house, when he is eneom- 
])asscd by stiong thieves and sons of Belial.* 

It was not until evening was nearly closed 
that Ivaiihoe Avas restored to consciousness of 
Ids situation. He awoke from a broken slumber 
under the confused impressions which are natur- 
ally attendant on the recovery from a state of 
insensibility. ITo was unable for some time to 
recall exactly to memory the circumstances wdiich 
had precofled his fall in the lists, or to make out 
any connected chain of the event*! in which he 
had been engaged upon tbe yesterday. A sense 
of wounds and injury, joined to great weakness 
and exhaustion, was mingled Avith the r<vol- 
lection of hloAA’s dealt and ree.iMved, of steeds 
rushing upon each other, overt hroAving and over- 
throAvii — of shouts and clashing of arms, and 
all the h?ady tumult of a confused light. An 
effort to draw aside the curtain of his couch 
Avas in some degree successful, although rendered 
difficult by the jtain of his wound. 

To his great surprise, ho found himself in 
a room magnificently furnished, but having 
cushions instead of chairs to rc.st upon, and in 
other respects partaking so much of Oriental 
costume, that he began to doubt Avhethcr lie 
lia(l not, during his sleep, been transported back 
again to the laud of Palestine. The imjiression 
AVas increased, Avhen, the tapestry being drawm 
aside, a fernalo form, dressed in a lioh liabit, 
which partook more of the Eastern taste than 
that of Europe, glided through the door AAdiich 
it concealed, and was lollowed hy a SAvarthy 
domestic, 

, A® ft® wounded knight aa'^qs about to address 
tbis^ fair apparition, she imjioscd silence by 
placing her slender linger upon her ruby lips, 
whiUthc attendant, apj loachinghim, proccedod 
to Ulieovor Ivanhoe's siilo, and the lovely JeAvess 

E d herself that the bandage Avas in its 
and the wound doing well. Sbe pot- 
her task with a grftpul and dlgni6ed 


simjdicity and modesty, which might, even in 
more civilised days, have served to redeem it 
from whatever might seem repugnant to feuiale 
delicacy. The idea of so young and beautiful a 
])ersou engaged in attendance on a siok-{)ed, or 
ill dressing the wound of one of a different sex, 
Avas melted away and lost in that of a beneficent 
being contributing her effectual aid to relievo 
jiaiii , and to avert 1 he stroke of death. Rebecca ’s 
IcAv and brief directions were given in the 
Hebrew language to the old domestic \ and he, 
who had been frecincntly her B.ssiBtant in similar 
cases, obeyed them Avithout reply. 

The accents of an unknoAA'ii tongue, however 
harsh they might have sounded when uttered 
by another, had, cpming fron^ the beautiful 
llcbeeca, the lomantic and pleasing effect which 
fancy ascribes to the charms pronounced by 
some beneficent fairy, unintelligible, indeed, to 
the ear, but, from the SAveetness of utterance 
and benignity of aspect Avhich accompanied 
them, touching and affecting to the lieart. 
AVithont making an atteiiipi at further qites- 
tion, lA’-anhoc suffered them in silence to take 
the measures they thought most proper for his 
recovery j and it Avas not until these Avere com- 
pleted, and his kind physician about to retire, 
that his curiosity could no loiig(*r bo suppressed. — 
‘Gentle maiden, ' lie began, in the Arabian tongue, 
with which his Eastern travels had rendered 
him familiar, aiul which he thought most likely 
to be understood by Ibo turbaned aijd caftaned 
damsel AAdio stood before him — ‘ I pray you, 
geiiilo maiden, of your courtesy ’ 

‘But here he Avas interrupted by his fair 
physician, a smile, aaIucIi she could scarce 
suppress, diin]>lmg for an instant a face whose 
general expression Avas that of contemplative 
melancholy. ‘I am of England, Sir Knight, 
and s])eak the English tongue, although my 
dress and my lineage belong to another climate.’ 

‘ Noble damsel’- again the Knight of Ivanhoe 
began ; and again Rebecca liasieiiod to interrupt 
him. 

‘BestoAV not on me, Sir Knight,’ she said, 
‘the epithet of noble. It is aacII you should 
.yicedily know that your handmaiden is a poor 
JcAA’-oss, the daughter of that Isaac of York to 
Avliom you were so lately a good and kind lord. 
It well becomes hint; and those of his household, 
to render to you such careful tendance as your 
I>reseiit state necessarily demands.’ 

I know not Avliethcr the fair Rowena would 
have been altogether satisfied with the species 
of emotion Avitli which her devoted knight had 
hitherto gazed on tho beautiful features, and fair 
form, and lustrous eyes of the lovely Rebecca ; 
eyes Avhose brilliancy AA^as shaded, and, as it 
were, nielloAved hy the fringe of her long silken 
eyelashes, and wJiich a minstrel would have 
compared to tho cATning star darting itd rays 
through a boAver of jessamine. But Ivanhoe 
AAas too good a Catholic to retain the sUrne class 
of feelings toAvards a Jewess. This Rebecca had 
foreseen, and for this A^ery ptirwse she had 
liastencd to mention her fathers name and 
lineage; yet — for tlie fair and wise danghlet 
of Isaac was not AAdthout a touch of female wcak- 
nesa--^he could not but sigh internally when 
the glance of respectful admirationi tm ulto* 
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f ather mamixed with tenderness, with which 
ranhoe had hitherto 1 ‘egarded his unknown 
benefactress, was exchanged at once for a 
manner cold, comiioscd, and collected, and 
fraught with no deeper feeling than that which 
expressed a grateful sense of courtesy received 
from an unexpected quarter, and from one ol 
an inferior race. It was not th t lvanhoc\s 
fonner carriage expressed more than that general 
devotional homag(^ which youth always jwiys to 
beauty ; yet it w’as mortifying that one w^ord 
should operate as a spell to remove poor Re- 
becca, wno could not bo supposed altogether 
ignorant of her title to sueh homage, into a 
degraded class, to whom iL could not bo honour- 
ablv rendered. 

But the geuMcncss and candour of Rebecca’s 
nature imputed no fault to Ivanhoe for sharing 
in the universal prejudices of his ago and re- 
ligion. On the contrary, the fair Jewess, 
though sensible her patient now regarded her 
as one of a race of rc]U‘ohation, with whom it 
was disgraceful to hold any beyond the most 
necessary interooui-se, ceased not to pay the 
same patient and devoted attention to his safety 
and convalescence. She informed him of the 
necessitv they were under of removing to Yoik, 
and of nor father’s resolution to traiis])ort him 
thither, and tend him in bis own house until his 
health should be restored. Ivanhoe expressed 
gi'eat repugnance to'this plan, which he grounded 
on unwillingness \o give further trouble to liis 
benefactoss. 

'Was there not,’ he said, 'in Ashby, or near 
it, some Saxon franklin, or even some wealthy 
jieasant, who W’ould endure the burden of a 
wounded countryman’s residence with him until 
he should be again able to bear his armour ^ - 
Was there uo convent of Saxon endowment, 
where he could ho received ? — Or could he not he 
transported as far as Burton, where he was sure 
to find hospitality with Waltheoff, the Abbot of 
Saint Witliold’s, to whom lie was related V 
'Any, the worst of these harbourages,’ said 
Rebecca, with a melancholy smile, ' ivould un- 
questionably be more fitting for your residence 
than the abode of a desjdsed Jew ; yet, Sir Knight, 
unless you would dismiss your physician, you 
cannot change your lodging. Our nation, as 
you well know, can cure wqunds, though we deal 
not in inflicting them ; and in our family, in 

S articular, are secrets which Jiavo been handed 
own since the days of Solomon, and of which 
you liave already experienced the advantages. 
No Nazarene — I crave your forgiveness^ Sir 
^ Knight— *no Christian leech, within the four seas 
of Britain, could enable you to bear your corselet 
within a month.’ 

‘And how soon wilt t/iou enable me to brook 
it ? * said Ivanhoe impatiently. 

'Within eight days, if thou wilt he patient 
and conformable to my directions,’ replied 
Rebeccf^. 

‘ By our Blessed Lady,’ said Wilfred, ‘ if it he 
not a sin to name her here, it is no time for me 
or any true kniglit to be bedridden ; and if thou 
accomplish thy promise; maiden, I will pay thee 
with mj casque full of crowns, come by them as 
1 may/ 

* I will aodomplish my promise,' said Rebecca, 


'and thou shalt bear thine armour on the eighth 
day from hence, if thou wilt grant me hut one 
boon in the stead of the silver thou dost promise 
me.* ” 

‘ If it ho within my power, and such as a tnie 
Chribliaii knight may yield to one of thy people,’ 
replied Ivanlioc, ‘ I will grant thy boon blithely 
and thankfully.’ 

'Nay,’ ansivered Ribcoca, 'I will but pray of 
tliec to l)elievt‘ Iieiif’efoiward that a Jew may do 
good service to a Christian, without desiring 
otJicr gueidon than the blessing of the Great 
Father, ulio made both Jew and Gentile.’ 

'It were sin to doubt it, maiden,’ icplied 
Ivanhoe ; 'and I rejiose myself on thy skill with- 
out further seniple or (luestiou, well trusting you 
will enable me to hear my corselet on the eighth 
day. And now, iny kind leech, let mo iu([uire 
of the news alnoad. What of tlie noble Kaxoii 
Cedric and his household ? — what of the lovely 
lady’-" - lie stoi>j)ed, as if unwilling to speak 
Rowena’s name in the house of a Jew — 'Of 
lier, I mean, who was named Queen of the 
tournament ? ’ 

‘ And w’ho wnfi selected by you, Sir Knight, to 
hold that dignity, with judgment wliieli w’aa 
admiicd as much as your valour, ’ replied Rebecca. 

The blood wdiicli Ivanlioe had lost did not 
prevent a flush fiom erosaing his cheek, feeling 
that he had iiioautiously betrayed liis deep 
interest in Rowena by the awkward attempt lie ^ 
had made to conceal it. 

‘It was loss of her I w^ould speak,’ said he, 

' than of rriuce John ; and I would fain know 
somewdiat of a faithful squire, and why he now 
attends mo not ? ’ 

' Let me use my authority as a leecli,* answ'ered 
Rebecca, ‘and enjoin you to keep silence, and 
avoid agitating reflections, whilst I apprise you 
of what you desire to know. Prince John hath 
broken otf the tournament, and set forward in 
all haste towards York, with the nobles, knights, 
and churchmen of his party, after collecting such 
sums as they could wring, by fair means or foul, 
from those who are esteemed tlie wealthy of the 
land. It is said he designs to assume his brother’s 
crowm.’ 

‘Not without a blow struck in his defence,' " 
said Ivanhoe, raising himself upon the couch, 'if 
there were but one tiuo subject in England. I 
will light for Richard’s title with the best of them 
— ^ay, one to two, in his just quaircl ! * 

' But that you may be able to do so,’ said 
Rebecca, touching his shoulder with her hand, 
'you must now' obseiTc my directions and remain 
quiet.’ 

‘True, maiden,’ said Ivanhoe, 'as quiet SfS 
these disquieted times will permit.— And of 
Cedric and his household 1 * 

‘ His stew'ard came but brief while since,' said 
the Jewess, ' panting with haste, to ask my father 
for certain moneys, the price of wool the growth 
of Cedric’s flocks, and from him I learned that 
Cedric and Athelstano of Coningsburgh had left 
Prince John's lodging in high displeasure, and 
were about to set forth on their return homeward.' 

‘ Went any lady with them to the banquet ? ' 
said Wilfred. 

'The Lady Rowena,' said Rebecca, answering 
the question with more precision than It had 
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bd^eiL The Lady Eowena went not to the 

prince's feast, and, as the steward reported to us, 
she is now on her jonniey back to Kotherwood, 
with her guardian Cedric, And toiiching your 
faithful squire Giirth ’ 

*Ha!' exclaimed the knight, ‘knowcst thou 
his name? — But tliou dost,’ he immediately 
added, *and well tliou mayest, for it was from 
thy hand, and, as I am now convinced, from 
thine own generosity of spirit, that ho received 
but yesterday a hundred zccchiiis.’ 

‘Speak not of that,’ said Kebecca, blushing 
deeply ; ‘ I see how easy it is for the tongue to 
betray what the heart woiild gladly conceal.’ 

‘But this sum of gold,’ said Ivanhoc gravely, 
‘ my honour is concerned in rejjaying it to jmur 
father.’ 

‘Let it ho as thou wilt,’ said Rebecca, ‘when 
eight days have passed away ; but think not, 
and speak not now, of aught that may retard 
thy recovery.’ 

‘Be it so, kind maiden,’ said Ivanhoc, ‘it 
were most ungrateful to dispule thy commands. 
Blit one word of the fate of poor Gurth, and I 
have dene with questioning thee.’ » 

*I grieve to tell thee, Sir Knight,’ answered 
the Jewess, ‘ that he is in custody by the order 
of Cedric.’ — And tlnm, observing the distress 
which her communication gave to Wilfred, she 
instantly added, ‘ But the steward Oswald said, 
that if nothing occurred to renew his master’s 
displeasure against him, he was sure that Cedric 
Would jiardon Gurth, a faithful serf, and one who 
stood high ill favour, and who had but committed 
this error out of the love that he bore to Cedric’s 
son. And he said, moreover, that lie and his 
comrades, and especially Wamba the jester, were 
resolved to warn Gurth to make lus esca|)e by 
the way, in case Cedric’s ire against him could 
not he mitigated.’ 

‘ Would ti) God tliey may keep their purpose ! ' 
said Ivanhoc ; ‘ but it seems as if I were destined 
to bring ruin on whomsoever hath shown kind- 
ness to me. My king, by whom I was honoured 
and distinguished, thou seest that the brother 
most indebted to him is raising his arms to grasp 
his crown ; — my regard hath brought restraint 
and trouble on the fairest of her sex and now 
my father in his mood may slay this poor bonds- 
man, but for his love and loyal service to me. — 
Tliou seest, maiden, what an ill-fated wretch thou 
dost labour to assist ; be wise, and let me go, ere 
the misfortunes which track my footsteps like 
slot-hounds shall involve thee also in their 


pursuit,* 

‘Nay,’ said Rebecca, ‘tliy weakness and thy 
‘ grief, Sir Knight, make thee miscalculate the 
pui'^os of Heaven. Thou hast been restored 
to wiy country when it most needed the assist- 
ance of a strong hand and a true heart, and thou 
hast iir^bled the pride of thine enemies and 
those of thy king, when their horn was most 
highly exalted ; and for the evil which thou 
sustained, seest thou not that Heaven has raised 
thee a helper and a physician, even among the 
despised of the land ?— Therefore, be of 
igpbd courage, and tiust that thou art preserved 
m . marvel which thino arm shall work 
this people. Adiou— and having taken 
medietUo which I shall send thee by the 


hand of Reuben, compose thyself again to rest, 
that thou mayest bo the more able to endure the 
jounie}^ on the succeeding day.’ 

Ivanhoc was convinced by the reasoning, and 
obeyed the directions of Rebecca. The draught 
which Reuben administered was of a sedative 
and narcotic quality, and secured the patient 
sound and imdistiirhed slumbers. In the morn- 
ing his kind i>hysician found him entirely free 
from feverish symptoms, and fit to undergo the 
fatigue of a journey. 

He was dei)osited in the horse-litter which 
had brought him from the lists, and every pre- 
caution taken for his travelling with ease. In 
one circumstance only even the entreaties ol 
Rebecca were unable to secui’c sulficient attention 
to the accoinmodatiCii of the wUimded knight. 
Isaac, like the enriched traveller of Juvenal’s 
tenth satiie, had ever the fear of robbery before 
his eyes, conscious that he v;oiild be alike ac- 
counted fair game by the marauding Norman 
noble and by the Saxon outlaw^ He therefore 
journeyed at a groat rate, and made short halts, 
and shorter repasts, so that he passed by Cedric 
and Athelstane, who had several hours the staii; 
of him, hut who had been delayed by their pro- 
tracted feasting at the convent of Saint Withold’s, 
Yet such w^as the virtue of Miriam’s balsam, or 
such the strength of I vanlioe’s constitution, that 
lie did not sustain from the huiTiod journey that 
inconvenience which his kind physician had' 
ap])rGhcnded. 

In another point of view% however, f the Jew’s 
baste proved somewhat more than good speed. 
The rapidity with which ho insisted on travel- 
ling bred several disputes between him and the 
party whom he had hired to attend him as a 
guard. These men were Saxons, and not free 
by any means from the national love of ease and 
good living which the Normans stigmatized as 
laziness and gluttony. Reversing Shylock’s posi- 
tion, they had accepted the employment in liopes 
of feeding upon the wealthy Jew, and were very 
much displeased when they found themselves 
disappointed by the rapidity with which he in- 
sisted on their proceeding. They remonstrated 
also upon the risk of damage to their horses 
by these forced marches. Finally, there arose 
betwixt Isaac and his satellites a deadly feud, 
concerning the quantity of wine and ale to be 
allowed for consumption at each meal. And thus 
it happened, thatc^dien the alarm of danger ap- 
proached, and tliat wdiich Isaac feared was likely . 
to come uixm him, he was deserted by the dis- 
contented mercenaries oii whoso protection ho 
had relied, without using the means necessary to 
secure their attachment. 

In this deplorable condition the Jew, with his 
daughter ana her wounded patient, was found 
by Cedric, as has already been noticed, and soon 
afterwards fell into the power of De Bracy and 
his confederates. Little notice was at first taken 
of the horse-litter, and it might have remained 
behind but for the curiosity of De Broey, who 
looked into it under the impression that it might 
contain the object of his enterprise, for Eowena 
had not unveiled herself. But De Braey's 
astonishment was considerable when he diS' 
covered that the litter contained a, wounded 
man, who, conceiving himself to have 
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the power of Saxon outlaws, with whom his 
name might be a protection for himself and his 
friends, frankly avowed himself to be Wilfred of 
Ivanhoe. 

The ideas of chivalrous honour, which, amidst 
his wildness and levity, never utterly abandoned 
De Bracy, prohibited him from doing the knight 
any injury in his defenceless condition, and 
equally interdicted his betraying h‘:n to Front- 
de-Boeuf, who would have had no scruples to 
put to death, under any circumstances, the rival 
claimant of the fief of Ivanhoe. On the other 
hand, to liberate a suitor preferred by the Lady 
Rowena, as the events of the tournament, ana 
indeed Wilfred’s previous banishment from his 
father’s house, had made matter of notoriety, 
was a pitch fai* above tlie •flight of De Bracy 's 
generosity. A middle course betwixt good and 
evil was all which he found himself capable of 
adopting, and he commanded two of his own 
squires to kei^p close by the litter, and to suffer 
no one to approach it. If questioned, they were 
directed by their master to say, that the empty 
litter of the Lady Rowena w’as emjdoyod to 
transport one of their comrades who had been 
wounded in the scuffle. On arriving at Torquil- 
stono, while the Knight Templar and the lord 
of that clastic were each intent upon their own 
schemes — the one on the Jew^’s treasure, and the 
other on his daughter — De Bracy’s squires con- 
veyed Ivanhoe, still under the name of a wounded 
comrade, to a distant apartment. This explana- 
tion was Accordingly returned by these men to 
Front-de-Ba>uf, when he questioned them why 
they did not make for the hattloments upon the 
alarm. 

* A wounded companion ! ’ he replied, in great 
wrath and astonishment. *No wonder that 
cliurls and yeomen wax so presumptuous as even 
to lay leaguer before castles, and that clowns 
and swineqprds send defiances to nobles, since 
men-at-arms have turned sick men’s nurses, and 
Free ComiMinioiis are grown keepers of dying 
folk’s curtains, when the castle is about to 
be assailed. — ’To the battlements, ye loitering 
villains ! ’ ho exclaimed, raising his stentorian 
voice till the arches around rung again, — * to the 
battlements, or I will sidinter your bones w'itb 
this truncheon ! ’ 

The men sulkily replied, ‘that they desired 
nothing better than to go to the battlements, 
providing Front-dc-Bmuf would bear them out 
with their master, who had commanded them to 
tend the dying man.’ 

‘ The dying man, knsfvos ! ’ rejoined the liaroii ; 
* I promise thee we shall all be dying men an we 
stand not to it the more stoutly. But I will 
relieve the guard upon this caitiff companion of 
yours. — Here, Urfried— hag — fiend of a Saxon 
witch — hearest me not? — tend me this bedridden 
fellow, since he must needs be tended, whilst 
these knaves use their weapons. —Here be two 
arblastf, comrades, with winalacos and quarrells* 
— to the barbican with you, and see you drive 
each bolt through a Saxon brain.’ 

Tlie men, who, like most of their description, 

* Ihe arblast was a crossbow, the wind lace the machine 
used in bending that weapon, and the quarrell, so called 
from its square or diamond -shaped h^d, was the bolt 
jkdapied to , 


were fond of enterprise, and detested inaction, 
went joyfully to the scene of danger as they were 
commanded, and thus the charge of Ivanhoe w'as 
transferred to Urfried, or Ulrica. But she, whose 
brain was burning with remembrance of injuries 
and with hopes orvengeanoc, was readily induced 
to devolve upon Rebecca the care of her patient. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

AsOend the w.itch-tower yonder, v.'iliant soldier, 

Look on the field, and say how goes the battle. 

Schiller’s Maiu of Ori.eaks. 

A MOMENT of peril is often also a moment of 
open-hearted kindness and affection. We are 
thrown off our guard by the general agitation of 
our feelings, and betray the intensity of those, 
which, at more tvampiil periods, .our prudence at 
least conceals, if it cannot altogether suppress 
them. In finding herself once more by the side 
of Ivanhoe, Rebe-cca w^as astonished at the keen 
sensation of pleasure which she experienced, even 
at a time when all around them both was danger, 
if not despair. As she felt his pulse, and inquired 
after his healtli, there was a softness in her touch 
and in her a.cceiits, implying a kinder interest 
tlian she would herself have been pleased to have 
voluntarily expressed. Her voice faltered and 
her hand trembled, and it was only the cold 
question of Ivanhoe, ‘Is it you, gentle maiden ? ’ 
wdiich recalled her to herself, and reminded her, 
the sensations which she felt wore not and could 
not be mutual. A sigh escaped, hut it was scarce 
audible ; and the questions wliicli she asked the 
knight concerning his state of health were put in 
the tone of calm friendship. Ivanhoe answered 
her Irastily that he was, in point of health, as 
well, and better than he could have expected — 

‘ Thanks,’ he said, ‘ dear Rebecca, to thy helpful 
skill.’ 

‘ He calls me dear Rebecca,’ said the maiden 
to herself, ‘ hut it is in the cold and careless tone 
which ill suits the word. His war-horse — his 
hunting hound — are dearer to him than the 
despised Jew'ess ! ’ 

‘ JMy mind, gentle maiden,’ continued Ivanhoe, 
‘is more disturbed by anxiety, than my body 
with pain. From the speeches of these men who 
were my warders just now, I Icam that I am a 
prisoner, and if I judge aright of the loud hoarse 
voicje which even now dcsjiatchcd them lienee on 
some military duty, I am in the castle of Front- 
de-Ba>uf. — If so, how will this end, ov how can I 
protect Rowena and my father ? * 

‘He names not the Jew or Jewess,* said* 
Rebecca internally ; ‘ yet what is our portion in 
him, and how justly am I punished by Heaven 
for letting my thoughts dwell upon him ! ’ She 
hastened after this brief self-accusation to give 
Ivanhoe what information she could ; but it 
amounted only to this, that the Templar !^isi-, 
Guilbert and the Baron Front -de-Boenf were 
commanders within the castle ; that it was be- 
leaguered from without, but by whom she knew 
not. She added, that there was a Ohriirtiah 
priest within the castle who’ might be possessed, 
of more information. 
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. * A duistian priest ! ’ said the knight joylhlly ; 
* fetch him hither, Rehocca, if thou canst^av a 
kick man desires liis ghostly counsel — say ^vhat 
thou wilt, but bring hinwsomething 1 must do 
or attempt, but how can 1 determine until I 
know how matters stand without ? ’ 

Rebecca, in compliance with the wishes of 
Ivanhoe, made that attempt to bring Cledric 
into the wounded knight’s chamber, which was 
defeated, as we have already seen, by the inter- 
ference of [Jrfried, who had been also on ilic 
watch to intercept the sui>posetl monk. Rebecca 
retired to cominuiiicate to Ivanhoe tlic result of 
her errand. 

They had not much leisure to regret the failure 
of this source of intelligence, or to contrive by 
what means it might bo sup})lied ; for the noise 
within the castle, occasioned by the defensive 
preparations, which had been considerable for 
some time, now iiiei eased into tenfold bustle and 
clamour. The heavy, yet hasty stej) of the men- 
at-arms traverse<l the battlements, or lesoanded 
on the narrow and winding passages and stairs 
which led to the various burtisaiis and points of 
defence. The voices of the knights were heatd, 
animating their followers, or ditecting means 
of defence, while their commands uerc often 
drowned in the clashing of aiiiionr, or the 
clamorous sliouts of those whom they addressed. 
Tremendous as these sounds were, and yet more 
terrible from the awful event wliich they pre- 
saged, there was a suhllmity mixed with them, 
which Rebecca’s higli -toned mind could feel even 
in that moment of terror. Her eye kindled, 
although the blood (led from lier cheeks ; and 
there was a strong mixture of fear, and of a 
thrilling sense of the sublime, as she repeated, 
half whispering to herself, half speaking to 
her companion, the sacred text, - ‘The quiver 
rattloth— the glittering spear and the shield — 
the noise of the captains and the shouting * ’ 

But Ivanhoe was like the war-horse of that 
sublime passage, glowing with impatience at his 
inactivity, and witli bis ardent desire to mingle 
in the affray of which these sounds were the 
introduction. ‘If I could but drag myself,’ be 
said, ‘ to yonder Avindow, that 1 might see Imw 
this brave game is like to go ! — If I liad but bow 
to shoot a shaft, or battle-axe to strike Avere it 
but a single blow for our deliverance ! — It is in 
vain — it is in vain— I am alike nerveless and 
weaponless ! ' 

‘Fret not lliyself, noble kiiigbt,* ansAvered 
j^becca, ‘ the sounds have ceased of a sudden — 
it may be they join not battle.’ 

‘Thou kuoAvest iiouglit of it,’ said Wilfred 
impatiently ; ‘ this dead pause only sliows that 
the men are at their i)osts on the walls, and 
expecting an instant attack ; what we have 
heard vvas but the distant muttering of the 
storm — it will imrst anon, in all its fury. — Could 
1 but reach yonder aaIimIow ’ ’ 

*Thou wilt but injure thyself by the attempt, 
ndblc knight, replied his attendant. Observing 
his extreme solicitude, she linnly added, ‘I 
myself will stand at the lattice, and describe to 
you as I can what passes Avithout.’ 

must not— you shall not!’ exclaimed 
Jlvimhoe ; ‘ 6 aoh lattice, each aperture, will be soon 
p mark for the archers ; some random shaft ’ — ^ 


* It shall be welcome ! * murmured B 6 beoea« 
as with firm i>ac 6 she ascended two or three 
steps, which led to the window of which they 
spoke. 

‘ Rebecca, dear Rebecca ! ' exclaimed Ivanhoe, 
‘this is no maiden’s pastime — do not expose 
thy^self to wounds and death, and render me for 
ever miserable for having given the occasion ; at 
least, cover thyself with yonder ancient buckler, 
and shoAv as little of your person at the lattice 
as may be.’ 

Following with wonderful promptitude the 
diiections of lA^anhoe. and availing herself of the 
protection of a large ancient shield, which she 
))laced against the lower part of the window, 
Ridiecca, w’ith tolerable security to herself, could 
witness pari of Avhat was passing without the 
castle, and report to Ivanlioe the preparations 
which Llio astaiUiiis Avere making for the storm. 
Indeed, the situation Avhicli she thus obtained 
w^as ]>eculiarly favourable for this purpose, 
because, being jdaced on an angle of the main 
building, Rebecca could not only see wdiat 
}>assed beyond the precincts of the castle, but 
also commanded a vicAV of the outwork likely to 
bo the first object of the meditated assault* It 
AA'as an exterior fortification of no great height or 
strength, intended to protect the 2 > 08 tern-gate, 
through which Cediic had been recently dis- 
niissou by Front-de-Ba*uf. The castle moat 
divided this species of barbican from the rest of 
the fortress, so that , in case* of its being taken, 
it w’as easy If) cut off the (uunmunii'atiou Avith 
the main building, by AAithdrawing the tempor- 
ary biidgc. In the outwork was a sallyport 
eoiTcsponding to the postern of the castle, anti 
the whole was surrounded by a strong palisade. 
Rebecca could observe, from the number of men 
>laced for the defence of this post, that the 
)esieged entertained appi eh elisions for its safety J 
and from the mustering of the assailants in a 
direction nearly op]>obite to the * outwork, it 
seemed no less plain that it had been selected as 
a vulnerable 2)0int of attack. 

These appearances she habtily communicated 
to Ivanhoe, and added, ‘ The skirts of the wood 
bcem lined with archers, although only a few ore 
advanced from its dark shadow.’ 

‘ Under Avhat banner ? ’ asked Ivanhoe. 

‘ Under no ensign, of war A\hich I can observe," 
answered Rebecca. 

‘A singular npvelty,* muttered the knight, 
‘to advance to storm such a castle without 
1)01111011 or banner displayed ! — Seest thou who 
they be that act as lea^rs * ’ 

‘ A knight, clad in sable armour, is the most 
conspicuous,’ said the Jewess; *he alono is 
armed from head to heel, and seems to assume 
the direction of all around him.* 

*What device does he bear on his shield?* 
rejdied Ivanhoe. 

SSonie thing resembling a bar of iron, and a 
padlock |>ainted blue on the black shioW.’ * 

‘A fetterlock and shacklebolt azure,* said 
Ivanhoe ; ‘ I know not who may bear the device, 
but Avell I ween it might now be mine own* 
Cans! thou not see the motto ?* 

‘Scarce the device itself at this distance^ 


mt G. Heraltlrf. . 




IVANHOE 


€06 


replied Eet)eoca ; ' but vrlien the sun glances fair 
upon Ills shieldf it shows as 1 tell you/ 

* Seem there no other leaders ? ’ exclaimed the 
anxious inquirer. 

‘Koue of mark and distinction that I can 
behold from this station/ said Rebecca; *but, 
doubtlesSj -the other side of the castle is also 
assailed. They appear even now preparing to 
advance — God of Zion protect ns. -What a 
dreadful sight ! — ^Those who advance first bear 
huge shiel(£, and defences made of plank ; the 
others follow, bending their bows as they come 
on. — They raise their bows ! —God of Moses, 
forgive the creatures thou hast made ! * 

Her description was here suddenly interrupted 
by the signal for assault, which given b}’^ 
the blast of a shrill bugle, aiTd at oiico answered 
by a flourish of the Norman trumpets from the 
battlements, which, mingled with the deej) and 
hollow clang of the nakers (a species of kef tie- 
drum), retorted in notes of defiance the ehalleiige 
of the enemy. The shouts of both parties 
augmented the fearful din, the assailants crying, 

* Saint George for merry Knglaiid ! * aiicl the 
Normans answering them with cries of 
avarU De Brevey ! — Bcau-seant ! Beau-semit f — 
Froni-de-Bcpuf A la rescousse ! ’ according to the 
war-crios of their different commanders. 

It was not, howevqr, by clamour that the 
contest was to be decided, and the desperate 
efforts of the assail^ts were met by an equally 
vigorous defence on the ])art of the besicgc<f. 
The archer^ trained by their woodland pastimes 
to the most effective use of the long-bow, shot, 
to use the appropriate ])hrase of the time, so 

* wholly together,’ that no point at which a 
defender could .show the least part of liis jieivson 
escaped their clotli-yard shafts. By this heavy 
discharge, which continued as thick and sharp 
as hail, w'hile, notwithstauding, every arrow 
had its individual aim, and flew by scores to- 
gether against each embrasure and oi>ening in 
Sie parapets, as well as at every window where 
a defender either occasionally had ]iost, or mighc 
be suspected to bo stationed, — by this sustained 
discharge, two or three of the garrison were 
slain and several others wounded. But, con- 
fident in their aimour of proof, and in the cover 
which their situation afforded, the follow’ers of 
Rront-de-Bceuf and his allies^how^od an obstinacy 
iu defence proi>ortioiied to the fury of the attack, 
and replied with the dischaige of their large 
crosshoivs, as w'ell as with their long -hows, 
slings, and other missile weapons, to the close 
and continued shower df aiTows ; and, as the 
assailants were necessarily but indifferently pro- 
tected, did considerably more damage than they 
received at their hand. The whizzing of shafts 
and of missiles, on both sides, was only inter- 
rui>tod by the shouts which arose ^vhen either 
siae inflicted or sustained some notable loss. 

* And I must lie here like a bedridden monk ’ 
exolaimod Ivanhoe, * while the game that gives 
me freedom or death is played out by the hand 
of others ! — Look from the window once again, 
kind maiden, but beware that you are not marked 
]>y the archors beneath. — Look out once more, 
and tell me if they yet advance to the storm.' 

With patient courage, strengthened by the 
Interval which she had employed in mental 


devotion, Rebecca amn took post at the lattice, 
sheltering herself, liowever, so as not to be 
risible from beneath. 

‘What dost thou see^ Rebecca?* again do- 
inandcd the wounded knight. 

‘Nothing but the cloud of anws flying so 
thick as to dazzle mine eyes, and to hide the 
bowmen who shoot them.’ 

‘That cannot endure,' wiid Ivanhoe ; ‘if they 
])ress not right on to carry the castle by pure 
force of arms, the archcry may avail but little 
apiinst stone walls and bulwarks. Look for the 
Knight of the Fetterlock, fair Rebecca, and see 
how he bears himself ; for as the loader is, so 
will bis followers be.* 

‘I sec him not/ said Rchccea. 

* Foul craven ! ’ exclaimed Ivanhoe ; ‘does ho 
blench from the helm when the wind blows 
bigbest ^ * 

‘ He blenches not ! he blenches not 1 ’ said 
Rcbccca. ‘ I see him now ; ho heads a body of 
men close under 11 e ouUt barrier of the barbi- 
can.* — They pull d(nvn the piles and palisades ; 
they hew down the barriers with axes. — His 
liigli bla(*k jdunic floats abioad over tlio throng, 
like a ra^cn over tlic field of the slain. — They 
have made a breach in the barriers — they nish 
in they arc thrust back - Kront-do-Bivut beads 
the defenders ; I see his gigantic form above tlio 
press. They throng again to the breach, and 
the pass is disputed baud to hand, and man to 
man. God of Jacob ! it is the meeting of two 
fierce tides — the conflict of two oceans moved 
by adverse winds ! ’ 

She turned her bead from the lattice, as if 
unable longer to endure a sight so tciriblc, 

‘Look forth again, Rebecca,’ said Ivanhoe, 
mistaking the cause of her retiring ; ‘ the archery 
must in some degree have ceased, since they aie 
now fighting hand to hand.— Look again, there 
is now less danger.’ 

Rebecca again looked forth, and almost imme- 
diately exclaimed, ‘ Holy prophets of the law ! 
Front -de-Bceuf and the Block Knight fight 
hand to hand on the breach, amid the roar of 
their followers, who watc-li the progress of the 
strife. — Heaven strike with the cause of the 
oppressed and of the captive!* She then 
uttered a loud shriek, and exclaimed, ‘He is 
dow'ji ! — he is down I ’ 

‘ Who i*? down ? ’ cried Ivanhoe ; ‘ for Our dear 
Lady’s sake, tell n)c which has fallen ? ’ 

‘The Black Knight,’ answered Rebecca faintly ; 
then instantly again shouted with joyful eager- 
ness — ‘ Bnt no — ^T)ut no !— ^thc name of the Lord 
of Hosts be blessed I — lie is on foot again, and 
fights as if there were twenty men’s strenf^h in 
his single arm — His sword is broken— he snatches 
an axo from a yeoman— ho ])resses Front-de- 
Btnif wdth blow on blow. — The giant stoops and 
totters like an oak under the steel of the wood- 
man — ho falls— he falls 1 * 

‘ Front-de-BoPuf ? ’ exclaimed Ivanhoe. 


* F..very Gothic castle and city hail, beyond the outer 
ivalls, n fortification composed of palisades, called the 
barriers, which were often the scene of severe skinnishes, 
as these must necessarily be carried before the wtdls them- 
selves could be approached. Many of those valiant feats 
of arms which adorn the chivalrous pam of Frots8ar| 
took place at the barriers of besieged plaoa. 
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* Fifont-do-Bopuf ! ' answered the Jewess ; ‘his 
men rush to the rescue, lieatied by the haughty 
Templar— -tlieir united force compels the chani* 
pion to pause— they drag Kront-de-Bceuf within 
the walls.’ 

‘The assailants have won the barriers, have 
they not said Ivarilioe. 

‘ They have — they have ! * exclaimed Rebecca 
— ‘and they press the besieged hard uj>oii the 
outer wall ; some plant ladders, some swarm 
like bees, and endeavour to ascend upon the 
shoulder of each other ~-<lowii go stones, beams, 
and trunks of trees their heads, and as fast 
as they bear the wounded to the rear, fresh men 
supply their places in the assault. --Great (Jod • 
hast thou given men thine ow-ii image, that it 
should he ttins eruolly defaced by the liaiids of 
their brethren ! ’ 

tTliiiik not of that,’ said Ivanhoo ; ‘this is 
no lime for such thoughts. — AVlio yield * — who 
push their way ? ’ 

‘The ladders are thrown down,’ rejdled Re- 
becca, shuddciing; ‘the soldiers lie grovelling 
under them like crushed rejjtiles. — The l»esieged 
have the hotter.’ 

‘Saint (loorge strike for us!’ exclaimed the 
knight ; ‘ do the false yeomen give way ? ’ 

‘No!’ exclaimed Rebecca, ‘they bear them- 
selves riglit yeornaiily— the Bla<‘k Knight ap- 
])roaclies the postern with his huge axe -the 
thundering blows which he deals, you may hear 
them above all the din and shouts of the battle. 
— Stones and beams are hailed down on the 
bold cham})ion— lie regards them no more than 
if they wore thistledown or feathers ’ ’ 

‘ lly Saint John of Acre,’ said Ivaiihoc, raising 
himself joyfully oii his couch, ‘methoughi there 
was but one man in hlnglaiid that might do such 
a deed ! ’ 

‘ The postern gate shakes,’ continued lU*beeea ; 
‘it crashes -it is splint ered by his blows -they 
rush ill -the outwork is won -O (Iwl I - they 
hurl the defenders from the battlements— they 
throw them into the moat. — O men, if ye be 
indeed men, spare them that can resist no 
longer ! ’ 

‘The bridge -the bridge wliich communicates 
witli the castle— have they won ttiat j»ass?* 
exclaimed Ivanhoe. 

‘No,’ replied Rebecca, ‘the Tem])lar has 
destroyed the plank on which they crossed— few 
of the defenders escaped with him into die 
castle --the shrieks and cries which you hear 
tell the fate of the others. —Alas ! 1 scc it is still 
nioie diflfienlt to look upon victory than upon 
battle.’ 

* \\niat do tliey now, maiden ? ’ said Ivanhoe ; 

‘ look fovlh x’ct again - this is no time to faint cat 
bloodsbeil.’ 

‘It is ovci for the lime,’ answered Rebecca; 
‘our friends Rtrengthcn Ihemselves within the 
outwork which they baic mastered; and it 
atlords them so good a shelter from the focraen’s 
shot, that the gairlsoii only bestow a few bolts 
on it from iiit^uval to itilorval, as if rather to 
disquiet than enbetually to iniuro them.’ 

*Our friends,’ said Willred, ‘will siircly not 
abau(k»n an enterprise so gloriously begun and 
fio happily attained— 0 no ’ I will put mv faith 
in the good knight whose axe hath rent* heart* 


of-oak and bars of iron. — Singular,’ he again 
muttered to himself, ‘ if there ne two who can 
do a deed of such derrhig-do ! * — a fetterlock, and 
a shaeklebolt on a Held-sable — ^what may that 
iiioaTi? — aeest thou nought else, Rebecca, by 
whieli the Black Knight may be distinguished ? ’ 

‘Nothing,’ said the Jewess ; ‘all about him is 
black as the ing of the night raven. Nothing 
(an I spy that can mark him further — but 
having once seen him put forth his strength in 
battle, melliinks 1 could know him again among 
a thousand warriors. He rushes to the fray as 
ii he were summoned to a banquet. There is 
more than mere sirongih ; there seems as if llio 
whole soul ami spirit of the champion were 
given to every bloiv whieli ho deals upon his 
enemies. God assoilzie him o» tlic sin of blood- 
shed it is fearful, yet magnificent, to behold 
how the aiiu and heart of one man can triumph 
over hundreds.’ 

‘ Rebecca,’ said Ivanbor, ‘thou hast painted a 
hero ; surel v they rest but to refresh their force, 
or to ])rovuIe the means of crossing the moat. — 
Under such a header as thou hast spoken this 
knight to be, there are no orsven fears, no cold- 
hlooiled delays, no yielding up a gallant emprise ; 
since the diilieulties winch render it arduous 
render it also gloiious. I swear by the honour 
of my house— 1 vow by the name of my bright 
lady-love, I would cudurc ten years* captivity 
to tight one (lay by that good knight’s side in 
such a (juarrel as this ! ' 

‘Alas! ’said Rebotva, leaving h«r station at 
the window, and apju'oaeliing tlie couch of the 
wounded knight, ‘this iinpalieiit yearning after 
action — this struggling with ami redlining at 
your present weakm^ss, ivill not fail to injure 
your returning health — Tlow eouldst thou hope 
to iniliet wounds on otliens, ere that be healed 
which thou lliysclf hast leeeivcd 

‘ lieboeea,’ he replied, ‘ thou kii^west not how 
imimssible it is for one trained to actions of 
chivalry to remain passive as a priest, or a 
woman, when they aio acting deeds of honour 
around him. The love of battle is the food upon 
which wo live— the dust of the •iMUe is the 
breath of our nostrils ! We live not— w^e wish 
not to live longer than while wo are victorious 
and renowned. — Sue]), maiden, are the laws of 
chivalry to which ,we are sworn, and to which 
we offer all that ^yc hold dear.’ 

‘ Alas ! ’ said the fair Jewess, ‘ and what is it, 
valiant knight, save an offering of sacrifice to a 
df'mon of vain-glory, and a jiassing through tlie 
fire to Moloch'^ -'VVlutt remains to you as the 
juize of all the blood you have spilled — of all 
the travail and pain you have endured — of all 
the t(*ars wdiieh youi deeds liave caused, when 
death hath broken the .strong man’s spear, anti 
overtaken ilie sjieed of liis war-horse ? ’ 

• What remains ? ’ cried Ivanhoe. ‘ Glory, 
maiden, glory • wliich gilds our sepulchre and 
embalms our name.’ • 

‘Glory?’ eonlinned Rebecca. ‘Alas! is the 
rusted mail which bangs as a hatchment over 
the cham]>ion’s dim and mouldering tomb— is 
the defaced sculpture of the inscription which 
the ignorant monk can hardly read to the 
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quiring pilgrim— ate these suflSoterit Jewards for 
the eaonfice of every kindly affection, for a life 

r t miserably that ye may make others miser- 
? Or is there siich virtue in the rude rhymes 
of a wandering bard, that domestic love, kindly 
affection, peace and happiness, are so wildly 
bartered, to become the hero of those Mlads 
which vagabond minstrels sing to drunken churls 
over their evening ale ? ’ 

* By the soul of Hereward !’ replied the knight 
impatiently, *thou sncakest, maiden, of thou 
knowest not what. Thou woiildst qiieneh the 
pure light of chivalry, which alone distinguishes 
the noble from the base, the gentle knight from 
the churl and the savage ; which rates our life 
far, far beneath the pitch of our honour; raises 
us victorious ovet pain, toil,«and suffering, and 
teaches us to fear no evil hut disgrace. Thou 
art no Christian, Kcl>ccca ; and to thee are un- 
known those high feelings which swell the bosom 
of a noble maidou when her lover hath done 
some deed of emprise which sanctions liis flame. 
Chivalry !— why, maiden, slie is the nurse of 
pure and high* aflection — the stay of the op- 
pressed, the redresser of grievances, the curb of 
the power of the tyrant — Nobility were but an 
empty name without her, and liberty finds the 
.best protection in her lance and her sword.’ 

am indeed,’ said Rebecca, 'spi-ung from a 
race whoso courage wms distiiignislicd in the 
defence of their own laiid, but wdio w^arred not, 
even while yet a nation, save at the command 
of the Deity, or in deieiidiiig their country from 
oppression. The sound of the trum|)et wakes 
Judah no longer, and her despised children are 
now but the unresisting victims of hostile and 
military oppression. Well hast thou siiokcii, 
Sir Knight,— until the Cod of Jacob sliall raise 
up for his chosen peojfio a second Gideon, or a 
new Maccabeus, it ill beseemeth the Jewish 
damsel to spgak of battle or of war. ’ 

The high-minded maiden concluded the argu- 
ment in a tone of sorrow, whicli deeply expressed 
her sense of the dcgi’adation of her people, 
embittered perhaps by the idea that Ivauhoe 
considered her as one not entitled to interfere in 
a ease of honour, and incapable of entertaining 
or expressing sentiments of honour and gener- 
osity. 

‘How little he knows tlijs bosom,’ she said, 

* to imagine that cowardice or meanness of soul 
must needs be its guests, because 1 have censured 
the fantastic chivalry of the Nazarenes ! Would 
to Heaven that the shedding of mine own blood, 
drop by drop, could redeem the captivity of 
Jitoah ! Nay, would to God it could avail to 
set free my father, and this his benefactor, from 
the chains of the oppressor ! The proud Christian 
should then see whether the daughter of God’s 
ohosen people dared not to die as bravely as the 
vainest Nazarone maiden, that boasts her descent 
from some petty chieftain of the rude and frozen 
north ! ’ • 

She then looked to-wards the couch of the 
tt’ounded knight 

‘He sleeps,’ she said ; ‘nature exhausted by 
ffUfferanee and the w^astc of spirits, his wearied 
frama enlcbraods the first moment of temporary 
relaxation to sink into slumber. Alas ! is it a 
Oltoe that I should look upon him, when it may 
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be for the lost time? — ^When yet but a short 
space, and those fair features will ho no longer 
animated by the bold and buoyant spiiut winch 
forsakes them not even in sleep I — W^hen the 
nostrils shall be distended, the mouth agape, 
the eyes fixed and bloodshot ; and when the 
proud and noble knight may be trodden on by 
the lowest caititf of this accursed castle, yet stir 
not wdien tlie heel is lifted up against him 1 — 
And my father ! 0, my father ! evil is it with 
his daughter, when his grey hairs are not re- 
membered because of tlie golden locks of youth ! 
— Wliat know I but that these, evils are the 
messengers of Jehovah’s wrath to the unnatural 
child, who thinks of a stranger's captivity before 
a parent’s ? who forgets the desolation of Judah, 
and looks upon the conioliness of a Gentile and 
a stranger? — Rut I will tear this folly from my 
heart, though every fibre Meed as I remJ it 
away ! * 

She wrapped herself closely in her veil, and 
sat down at a distance from the couch of the 
wounded knight, with her back turned towards 
it, fortifying, or endeavouring to fortify, her 
mind, not only against the impending evils from 
without, but also against those treacherous feel- 
ings which assailed lier from within. 


CHAP7EK XXX. 

Approach the chamber, look upon hi*; bed ; 

His is the passing of no peaceful ghost, 

Which, as the lark arises to the sky, 

'Mid morning’s sweetest l)rce/c ami .softest dew. 

].s wing’d to heaven by good men’s siglis ana 
terxrs !— 

Anselm parts otherwise, Or.D Pi.ay. 

DitrinCt the interval of quiet wbicjli followed 
tlio first success of the besiegers, wliile the one 
party was preparing to pursue their advantage, 
and tho other to strengthen their means of 
defence, the Templar and Do Bracy held brief 
oouncil together in the hall of the castle. 

‘Where is Front-dc-Roe,uf ? ’ said the latter, 
^vho had superintended the defence of tlie fortre.ss 
on the other side; ‘men say he hath been slain.’ 

‘He lives,’ said the Templar coolly, ‘lives as 
yet ; but had ho worn the biiU’s head of which 
he bears the name, and ten plates of iron to fence 
it withal, he must have gone down before yonder 
fatal axe. Yet a few hours, and Front-de-Bceuf 
is with his fathers — a jxiwerful limb lopped off 
Prince John’s enterprise.’ 

‘And a brave ad<lition to the kingdom of 
Satan,’ said De Bracy ; ‘tins comes of reviling 
saints and angels, and ordering images of holy ' 
things and holy men to be flung down on the 
heads of these rascaille yeomen.’ 

‘Go to— thou art a fool,* said the Templar; 

‘ thy sujicrstition is upon a level with Front-de- 
Bojufs want of faith ; neither of you can render 
a reason for your belief or unbelief.’ 

‘Benedioite, Sir Templar,’ replied De Bracy, 

* I pray you to keep better rule with your tongue 
when I am the theme of it. By the Mother of 
Heaven, 1 am a better Christian man* than thou V 
and thy fellowship ; for the bruit goeth shrewdly' , 
out, that the most holy Order of the Tem|^e of ' ; 
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Zion nursoth not a few heretics within its bosom, 
ftnd that Sir lirian de Bois-Guilbert is of the 
number.* 

* Oaro not for such reports,* said the Templar ; 
Mmt let us think of making good the castle. — 
How fouglit these villain yeomen on thy side ? ’ 

' Like Sends incarnate, ' said I)c Bracy. * They 
swarmed close up to the walls, headed, as 1 
think, by the knave who won the prize at the 
archery, for I knew his horn and baldric. And 
this is old Fitzurse’s boasted jiolicy, encouraging 
these malapert knavi‘s to rebel against us ! Had 
\ not been armed in ])r(>uf, the villain had marked 
me down seven times with as little remorse as if 
I had been a buck in season. Ho told every rivet 
on my armour witli a clotli-yard sliaft, and rapped 
against my ribs with as little compunction as if 
my bones had been of iron. — But that 1 wore a 
shttt of Spanish mail under my plate coat, 1 had 
been fairly sped.’ 

* But yon maiutained your post ’ * said the 
Templar. * We lost fho outwork on our ])art.* 

'That is a shrewd loss,’ said De Bracy ; ‘the 
knaves will find cover there to assault the castle 
more closely, and may, if not well watched, 
gain some unguarded corner of a tower, or some 
forgotten window, and so break in upon us. Our 
numbers are too few for the defences of every 
point, and the men complain that they can 
nowhere show themselves, but they are the mark 
for as many arrows as 'a parish -butt on a holiday 
oven. Front-de-Bceuf is dying, too, so we shall 
receive no more aid from his buirs head and 
brutal strength. How think you. Sir Brian, 
were wo not better make a virtue of necessity, 
and compound with the rogues by delivering up 
our prisoners 1 ' 

‘ How 1 ’ exclaimed the Templar ; ‘ deliver up 
our prisoners, and stand an object alike of ridicule 
and execration, as the doughty warriors who 
dared by a night-attack to possess themselves of 
the ])erson3 of a party of defenceless travellers, 
yet could not make good a strong castle against 
a vagabond troop of outlaws, led by swineherds, 
jesters, and the very refuse of mankind. — Shame 
on thy counsel, Maurice do Bracy!— The ruins 
of this castle shall biiiy both my body and my 
shame, ere I consent to such base and dishonour- 
able composition.* 

‘liCt us to tlie walls, then,' said De Bracy 
carelessly; ‘that nian never breathed, be he 
Turk or Tom}»lar, who hehl life at a lighter rale 
than 1 do. But 1 trust there is no dishonour 
in wishing 1 Iiad here some two scores of my 
gallant troop of F^-eo Companions? — 0, my bravo 
lances ! if ye knew but how hard your captain 
were this <lay bested, how soon would I see my 
banner at the head of your clump of spears I 
And how short while would tlieso rabble villains 
stand to endure your encounter ! * 

* Wish for whom thou wilt,* said the Templar, 
‘but let us make what defence we can with the I 
soldiers who remain. — They avo ehicily Front- 
de-Boeufs followers, hated by the English for a 1 

» thousand acts of iusolcnee and o])pression,’ 'I 

, ‘The bettor,* said De Bracy; Hhe nigged 
slaves will defend themselves to the last drop of 
their hloc^d, ere they encounter the revenge of 
the peasants without. Let us up and be doing, 
thei^ Bjidan de Bois-GuUbert ; and, live or die, 

] i ^ ‘ 
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thou shalt see "Maurice de Bracy bear himself 
this day as a geiitletnau of blood and lineage.' 

‘ To the wculs t ' answered the Templar ; and 
they both ascended the battlements to do all 
that skill could dictate, and mauhood accom- 
plish, in defence of the place. Tliey readily 
agreed that the point of greatest danger was that 
opposite to the outwork, of which the assailants 
had possessed themselves. The castle, indeed, 
was divided from that barbican hy the moat, 
and it was impossible that the besiegers oould 
assail the postern -door, with which the outwork 
corresponded, wdthout surmounting that obstacle ; 
but it was the opinion both of the Templar and 
Dc Bracy, that the besiegers, if governed by the 
same policy their leader had already displayed, 
w'ould endeavour, Viy a formidable assault, to 
draw the chief part of the defenders’ observation 
to this point, and take measures to avail them- 
selves of every negligence which might take 
l)lace ill the defence elsew-here. To guard agaidst 
such an evil, their numbers only i>Grmitted the 
knights to place sentinels from space to space 
along the walls in communication with each 
other, wlio might give the alarm whenever danger 
was threafened. Meanwhile, they agreed that 
Dc Bracy should command tlie defence at the 
ixistern, and the Templar should keep with hint 
a score of men or thereabouts as a body of reserve, 
ready to hasten to any other point w'hich might 
be suddenly threatened. * The loss of the barbican 
had also this unfortunate ctfect, that, notwith- 
standing the superior heights of tho^castle Avails, 
the besieged could not see from them, with the 
same precision as before, the operations of the 
enemy ; for some straggling underwood ap- 
proached so near th® sallyport of the outwork, 
that the assailants might introduce into it what- 
ever force they thought proper, not only under 
cover, but even without the knowledge of the 
defenders. Utterly uncertain, tljprefore, upon 
what point the storm was to burst, De Bracy 
and his compauion were under the necessity of 
providii^ against every possible contingency, 
and their followers, however brave, expenenced 
the anxious dejection of mind incident to men 
enclosed by enemies, who ]) 088 essed the power of 
choosing tneir time aii'l mode of attack. 

Meanwhile, the lord of the beleaguered and 
endangered castle lay u j>on a bed of oodily pain 
and mental agony. He had not the usual ro* 
source of bigot? in that superstitious penocf^ 
most of w'hom w’erc wont to atone for the crimes 
they were guilty of by liberality to the Ghurcli, 
stu|)cfying by this means their terrors by the 
idea of atonement and forgiveness ; and although 
the lefugp which success thus purchased was no 
more like to the peace of mind w'hich follows on 
sincere repentance, than the turbid stupefaction 
procured by opium resembles healthy and natural 
slumbers, it was still a slate of mind preferable 
to the agonies of awakened remorse. But am(mg 
the vices of Front-de-Bceuf, a hard and griping 
man, avarice was predominant ; and he preferred 
setting Church and churchmen at defiance, to 
purchasing from thorn pardon and absolution at 
the pride of treasure and of manors. Nor did 
the Templar, an infidel of another stamP» justly 
characterize his associate, whep he -said Front- 
de-Boeuf could assign no cause for Us upbelief 
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and oontetiipt for tho established faith ; for 
the baron would have alleged that the Church 
sold her wares too dear, that the spiritual free- 
dom which she put up to sale was only to be 
bought, like that of the chief captain of Jeru- 
salem, ‘with a great sum,’ and Front -de-Ikt*uf 
preferred denying the virtue of the medicine, to 
paying the expense of the physician. 

But the moment had now arrived when earth 
and all its treasures were gliding from before his 
eyes, and when tlie savage baron's heart, though 
hard as a nether millstone, became ap])allcd as 
he gazed forward into the w^aste darkness of 
futurity. The fever of his body aided the im- 
patience and agony of his mind, and his death- 
bed exhibited a mixture of the newly-awakened 
feelings of horror,* combatii)fi*with the fixed and 
inveterate obstinacy of his disposition,- a fearful 
state of mind, only to be eipialled in those tre- 
mendous regions where there are complaints 
without hojie, remorse without rei^ientancc, a 
dreadful sense of present agony, andf a ]>rcsenti- 
ment that it cannot cease or be diminished ! 


* Where bo these dog-])ricsts now,' growled 
the baron, ‘ who set such price on their ghostly 
njiummery ? — where be all those unshod Carmel- 
ites, for whom old Front -de-Brenf founded the 
convent of Saint Anno, robbing his heir of many 
a fair rood of meadow, and many a fat field and 
close — whore be the greedy hounds now Sudll- 
ing, I warrant me,(,*it the ale, or ])Iaying their 
juggling tricks at the bedside of some miserly 
churl. — Mef the heir of tlieir founder— me, whom 
their foundation binds them to prayfor— me-- 
ungrateful villains as they aio ! - they suffer to 
die like the houseless dog on yonder common, 
unshriven and unliouseled ! Tell the Templar to 
come hither —he is a jiricst, and may do somo- 
ihing. — But no ! - as Avell confess myself to the 
devil as to Brian de Bois-Gnilbert, W'ho reeks 
neither of heaven nor of licll.— I have heard old 
men talk of prayer - prayer by their ow’ii voice 
— such need not to court or to bribe the false 
priest — But I--I dare not ! ’ 

‘ lives Reginald Fronl-dc-Bcruf,* said a broken 
and shrill voice close by liis bedside, ‘to say 
there is that which ho dares not ^ ’ 

The evil couscienoo and the shaken nerves of 
Front-dc-Bceuf heard, in this strange interrup- 
tion to his soliloquy, the woico of one of those 
demons, who, as the superstition of the times 
believed, beset the bods of dyiag men, to distract 
their thoughts, and turn them from the medita- 
tions which concerned their eternal welfare. 
He shuddered and drew hiinself together ; but, 
instantly summoning up liis wonted resolution, 
he exclaimed, * Who is there ?— what art thou, 
that darest to oclio my words in a tone like that 
of the night-raven ? — Come before my couch 
that I may see thee.’ 

*1 am thine evil angel, Reginald Front-de- 
Boeuf/ replied the voice. 

‘Lct^mo behold thee, then, in thy bodily 
shape, if thou be'st indeed a fiend,* replied the 
dying knight ; ‘ think not that I will blench 
from thee. By the eternal dungeon, could I but 
grapple with these horrors that hover round me, as 
I have done with mortal dangers, heaven or hell 
Should nevet say that I shrunk from the oonfiict ! ’ 
‘lliink on thy sins, Reginald Front-de-Bceuf,’ 
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said the almost unearthly voice, ‘ on rebellion, 
on rapine, on murder I — Who stirred up the 
licentious John to war against his grey-headed 
father— against his generous brother i * 

‘ Be thou fiend, ]>riest, or devil,* replied Front- 
de-Bu!uf, ‘thou best in thy throat! — Not I 
stirred John to rebellion — not I alone — ^there 
were fifty knights and barons, the flower of the 
midland counties - better men never laid lance 
in rest —And must I answer for the fault done 
by fifty?— False ilciid, I defy thee. Depart, 
and haunt my (‘oueh no more — let me me iu 
peace if thou he mortal if thou ho a demon, 
thy time is not yet e(Hiio.’ 

• In iKjace thou shalt not die,* repeated the 
voiee ; ‘ even in death slialt thou think on thy 
murders — on the groans wliieh this castle has 
echoed — on the ]>lood that is engiaincd on its 
floors ! * 

‘Thou canst not shake me by thy ])etty inaliee,* 
answered Front-do- Bu*uf, with a 'ghastly and 
cousiiaincd laugh. ‘The intidcl Jew — it w^as 
merit with Heaven to deal with him as I did, else 
wherefore arc men canonized who dij> their hand 
in the blood of Saracens ? — TJic Saxon porkers 
whom I have slain, they were tlie foes of my 
country, and of my lineage, and of my liege lord. 
— Ho ! ho ! thou seest f heic is no crevice in my 
coat of X)late. — Ait thou fled ?— art thou silenced ? * 

‘ No, foul panicide ! ' replied the voiee ; ‘think 
of thy father! — think of his death !— think of 
his banquet-room flooded with his gore, and that 
pourc'd torth by the liand of a son ! ’ 

‘Ila!’ answered the baron, after n long pause, 
‘an thou knowTst that, thou art indeed the 
author of evil, and as omniscient as the monks 
call thee !- That secret I deemed locked in iny 
own breasl, and in tliat of one beside- the 
temptress, the partaker of my guilt.— Go, leave 
me, fiend! anU'seck the Saxon wdteh Ulrica, 
who alone could tell thee wliat she and 1 alone 
witnessed - Go, 1 say, to her, wlio washed the 
wounds, and stiaiglited the corpse, and gave to 
the slain man the ontw^ard show of one parted 
iu time and in the course of nature- Go to her, 
she was my tcinplioss, llic foul provoker, the 
more foul reward or of the deed — let her, as well 
as 1, taste of the tortures wliieh anticipate hell!' 

‘iSlie already tastes them, ’said Ulriea, stepping 
before the coueli of Froiit-de-lheuf ; ‘she hath 
long drunken of this eu]>, and its bitterness is 
now sweetened to see that thou dost partake it. 
— Grind not thy teeth, Front-de-Buuf-^roll not 
tliinc eyes -clench not thy hand, nor shake it 
at me wdth that gesture of menace I— The han^jl 
which, like that of thy reiiow’ne<l ancestor who 
gjiined thy name, could have broken witli one 
sfroko the skull of a mountain bull, is now 
unnerved and powerless as mine ow'n ! ’ 

‘ Vile murderous hag ! ’ replied Front-de-Boeuf ; 
‘detestable s^recch-owl ! it is then thou who art 
come to exult over the ruins thou hast assisted 
to lay low ? ’ 

‘ Ay, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf,* answered she, 
‘it is Ulrica !— it is the daughter of the murdered 
Torquil Wolfgaiiger !— 4t is the sister of his 
slaughtered sons !— it is she who demands of 
thee, and of thy father’s house, father and kin- 
dred, name and fame— all ,that she has lost by 
the name of Front-de-Boeuf !— Think of toy 
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wrongs, Front-de-BtJtiuf, and answer me if I speak 
not truth. Thou liast been my evil ancel, and 
I will bo thine— I ^iU dog tlieo till the very 
instant of (iissoliition ! ' 

* Detestable fury ! ’ exclaimed Front-de-lhruf, 
‘that moment shall thou never witness. —IJo ! 
Giles, Olorneiit, and Eustace 1 Saint Maur, and 
Stephen, seize this damned witch, and hurl her 
from the battlements headlong— she has bet rayed 
us to the Saxon ! — Ho ! Saint Maur ! Clement ! 
falsc'hoartod knaves, whore tarry yc ? * 

'Call on them again, valiant baron,’ said the 
hag, with a smile of grisly mockery ; ‘ summon 
thy vassals around thee, doom theiii that loiter 
to the scourge and the dungeon — But know, 
mighty chief,’ she continued, suddenly changing 
her tone, ‘ thou shalt have neither answer, nor 
aid, nor obedience at their bauds.— Listen to 
these honid sounds,’ for the din of the recom- 
menced assault and defeuee now rung fearfully 
loud from the battlements of the castle ; ' in that 
war-cry is the downfall of thy house — The blood- 
cemented fabric of Fiont-de-lheuf’s ])ower totteis 
to the foundation, and befoie the Joes he ni(»st 
dos 2 )iscd I — The Saxon, Keginald tlic scorned 
Saxon assails tliy walls 1—Wliy liost thou hero 
like a worn-out hind, wliou the Saxon storms 
thy i)lace of sti'ength ? * 

'Gods and ileiids ! ' oxelaimcd the wounded 
knight ; * 0 for one moment’s strength, to drag 
myself to the and ijorish as becomes my 

name t ’ 

' Think not of it, valiant warrior ! ’ ro])lied 
she; 'thou shalt die no soldier’s death, but 
perish like the 1<»\ in his <len, uhen the peasants 
have set tire to tlie cover around it,’ 

'Hateful hag < thou liest,’ cxeUimed Frt)ut- 
de-Boiiif ; ‘my followeis lavir them bravely — 
my walls are si long and high- my comrades in 
arms fear not a whole host of .Saxons, were they 
headed by Ilengisi and llorsa * —The wai-cry of 
the Tcnudar and of the Free Coinpauioiis ihcs 
high over the coiitliel ! And by mine honour, 
when we kindle the blazing beacon, foi joy of our 
defence, it shall consume thee, bcsly and hones ; 
and I shall live to hear thou art gone from 
earthly fires to thosij of that hell wliicli never 
sent forth an incai natc liend so utterly diabolical ! * 
'Hold thy bcliof,’ reidied Ulrica, 'till the 
proof reach thee — But no • ’ she said, inteiTU])t- 
iiig herself, 'thou shalt know, even now, the 
doom, which all thy jiower, strength, and 
courage is unable to avoid, though it is ])icpared 
for thee by tliis feeble baud. Murkest Lliou the 
sinoiilderiug and puffocating vapourv^ Inch already 
eddies in sable folds tlirougli the chamber i — 
Didst thou think it was hut tlic darkening of 
thy buistiiig eyes -the ditliciilty of thy cumbered 
brtmthing < o ’ Frout-de-Bceuf, tjiei e is another 
cause— lU?uiombci*cbt thou the luaga/ino of luel 
that is stored honeath these apartments V 
‘Woman!’ ho exclaimed with fury, 'thou 
hast not set tire to it I - By heaven, thou hast, 
and the castle is in iiames 1 ’ 

'They are fast rising, at least,’ said Ulrica 
with frightful composure ; ' and a signal shall 
soon wave to warn the hesiegeis to j)resa hard 
Upon those who would extinguish them.— Fare- 
well, Front‘do-Boeuf 1— May Mista, Skogula, and 
Sktrtiebook) gods of the ancient Saxons— hends, 


as the priests now call them — supply the place 
of comiortcrs at your dying bed, which Ulrica 
now relinquishes !— But know, if it will give thee 
comfort to know it, that Ulrica is bound to the 
same daik coast vith thyself, the comiiaiiion of 
thy punishment as the companion of thy guilt. 
And now, i)arricido, farewell for ever I — May 
each stone of this vaulted roof find a tongue to 
echo that title into tliiuc car ! ' 

So saying, she left the apartment ; and Front- 
de-B(eiif could hear the crash of the ponderous 
key as she loi*kcd and double - locked the door 
heliiiid her, thus cutting off the most slender 
chance of escape. In the extremity of agony he 
shouted upon Ids servants and allies — 'Stephen 
and Saint Maui ! -*01emeiit and Giles ! — I burn 
hero unaided I — To tlie rescue - to the rescue, 
brave IWs-Ginlbi rt, valiant Dc Braey ! — It is 
Fmut-de-Ba‘uf who calls ! — It is your master, 
yc traitor squires ’ — A^oiu ally — your brother ‘in 
arms, ye })crjurcd and faithless knights I — All 
the curses duo to traitors upon your recreant 
heads, do you abandon me to ])crisli thus miser- 
ably » — Tliey hear me not— they cainjjbt hear me 
— niy voice is lost in the dm of battle. — ^The 
smoko rolls Ibicker and thicker — the lire has 
caught u 2 )on the floor below. — 0 for one draught 
of the air of heaven, were it to be 2 >urcbased hy 
instant annihilation ! ’ And in the mad frenzy 
of despair, the wretch now shouted with tlie 
shouts of the fighters, now muttered curses ou 
himself, on mankind, and on heav^en itself. — 
' The red fire Hashes through the thick smoke ! ’ 
he exclaimed ; ‘ the demon inarches against me 
under the bannei of his own element. — Foul 
sjnrit, avoid • — I go not with thee without my 
comrades — all, all aio thine, that garrison these 
walls “TliiiikeHt thou Front • do - Ba*uf will be 
singled out to go alone ? — Xo — the infidel 
Tenij>lar— the licentious Do Braey — Ulrica, the 
foul murdering strunnict— the nirti who aided 
my enterprises— the dog Saxons and accursed 
Jews who are my prisoners -all, all shall attend 
me — a goodly fellowship as ever took the dowii- 
waid road — IJa, ha, ha • ’ and ho laughed in his 
frenzy till the vaulted roof rang again, ' Who 
laughed there exclaimed T ront-do-Bocuf, in 
altered mood, for the noise of the conflict did 
not prevent the echoes of his own mad laughter 
from returning uiidii his oar — ‘who laughed 
there ^ — Ulrica, was it tliou ? - Speak, witch, and 
I forgive thee — fdr only thou or the fiend of ho\\ 
himself could have laughed at such a moment. 
A vaniit— avaunt I ’ , 

But it wxre impious to trace any further the 
picture of the blas^diemer and parricide's deatb 
hod. 


CHAPTER XXXL 

Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once flipre, 
Or close the wall up with our English dead.** | 

♦ ♦ * * ♦ *1 

■ ■ — — And you, good yeonien, [ 

Whose limbs were made in T«mgland, show us her# 
The mettle of your pasture — ^let us swear t 

That you are worth your breeding. \ 

King VJ 

Cedric, although not greatly confident in 
Ulrica’s message, omitted not to cpiinnamoa\e 
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lier promise to the Black Knight and Locksley. 
Thejr were well pleased to find they had a friend 
within the place, who might, in the moment of 
need, be able to facilitate their entrance, and 
readily agreed with the Saxon that a storm, 
under whatever disadvantoge, ouglit to be at- 
tempted, as the only means of liberating the 

S risoners now in the hands of the cruel Froiit- 
e-Bcetif. 

*Tho royal blood of Alfred is endangered,* 
said Cedric. 

* Thejhonour of a noble lady is in peril,* said 
the Black Knight. 

‘ And, by the Saint Christojdier at my baldric,* 
said the good y^eoman, * were there no other cause 
than the safety of tliat poor faithful knave 
Wamba, I would jeopard a jbint ere a hair of his 
head were hurt.’ 

‘ And so would I,’ said the friar ; * what, sirs ! 
I trust well that a fool — 1 mean, d’ye see me, 
sirs, a fool that is free of Ins guild and master 
of his craft, and can give as much relish and 
flavour to a cup of wine as ever a Hitch of bacon 
can — I say, brethren, such a fool shall never 
want a wise clerk to pray for or fight for him at 
a strait, while 1 can say a mass or flourish a 
partisan.’ 

And with that he made his heavy halberd to 
play around his head as a shepherd boy flourishes 
his little crook. 

‘True, Holy Cljjrk,’ said the Black Knight, 
‘true as if Saint Dunstan himself had said it. — 
And now, ^ood Locksley, v'ere it not well that 
noble Cedric should assume Iho direction of this 
assault ’ 

‘ Not a jot T,’ returned Cedric ; ' I have never 
been W'oni to study either how to take or how to 
hold out those abodes of lyraiinic power, which 
the Normans have erected in this groaning land. 
I will fight among the foremost , but my honest 
neighbours well know 1 am not a trained soldier 
in the discipline of wars, or the attack of strong- 
holds.’ 

* Since it stands thus with the noble Cedric,’ 
said Locksley, * I am most willing to take on 
mo the direction of the archery ; and ye shall 
hang me up on my own Trysting-tree, an tlic 
defenders he ])crmitted to show themselves over 
the walls without being stuck with as many 
shafts as there arc cloves iika gammon of bacon 
at Christmas.’ 

* Well said, stout yeoman,’ answered the Black 
Knight ; * and if I be thought worthy to have a 
charge in these matters, and can find among 
these brave men so many as arc willing to follow 
a tnie English knight, for so I may surely call 
myself, 1 am ready, with such skill as my 
experience has taught me, to lead them to the 
attack of these walls.’ 

■ Tbe parts being thus distributed to the leaders, 
they commenced the first assault, of which the 
reader has already heard the issue. 

Whe» the barbican was carried, the Sable 
Knijf^ht sent notice of the happy event to Locks- 
ley, requesting him, at the same time, to keep 
auoh a strict qbservation on the castle as might 

C vent the defenders from combining their force 
a sudden sally, and recovering tlie outwork 
whieh the^ had lost. This the knight was 
chiefly desirous of avoiding, conscious Uiat the 


men whom he led, being hasty and untrained 
volunteers, imperfectly armed and unaccustomed 
to discipline, must, upon any sudden attack, 
light at groat disadvantage with the veteran 
soldiers of the Norman kn^hts, who were well 
provided with arms both defensive and ofiensive; 
and who, to match the zeal and high spirit of 
the besiegers, had all the confidence which arises 
from perfect discipline and the habitual use of 
weapons. 

The knight employed tlje interval in causing 
to be constructed a sort of floating bridge, or 
long raft, by means of wdiich he hoped to cross 
the moat in despite of the resistance of the " 
enemy. This was a work of some time, which 
the leaders the less regretted, as it gave Ulrica 
leisure to execute her jdan of diversion in their 
favour, whatever that might be. 

When the raft was comjfieted, the Black 
Knight addressed the besiegers : — ‘ It avails not 
waiting liere longer, my friends ; the sun is 
descending to the west — and 1 have that ujjon 
my hands which will not ] sennit me to tarry 
with you another day. Besides, it will bo a 
marvel if the horsemen come ]iot iijiori us from 
York, unless we si)eedily accomplish our purpose. 
Wherefore, one of ye go to Locksley, ancl bid 
him commence a discharge of arrows on the 
opposite side of the castle, and move forward as 
if about to assault it ; and you, true English 
hearts, stand by me, and be ready to thrust the 
raft headlong over the moat whenever the pos- 
tern on our side is thrown open. Follow me 
boldly across, and aid me to burst yon .sallyport 
in tlic main wall of the castle. As many of you 
as like not tliis service, or aio but ill armed to 
meet it, do you man the top of the outwork, 
draw your bow-strings to your ears, and mind 
you quell with your shot whatever shall appear 
to Titan the ramfuirt. — Noble Cedric, wilt tliou 
take the direction of those whicli remain 1 ’ 

‘Not so, by the soul of llcreward ! ’ said the 
Saxon ; ‘ lead I cannot ; hut may posterity curse 
me in my gi-avc, if I follow not with tlio fore- 
most wherever thou shalt point the way. — The 
quarrel is mine, and w'ell it becomes me to bo 
in the van of the battle.’ 

‘Yet bethink thee, noble Saxon,* said the 
knight, ‘thon hast neither liauhcrk, nor corse- 
let, nor aught but that light helmet, target, and 
sword.* 

‘Tlie better,* answered Cedric; ‘I shall be 
the lighter to climb tliese walls. And, — forgive 
the boast, Sir Knight, — thou shalt this day see 
the naked breast of a Saxon as boldly presented 
to the battle as ever ye beheld the steel corselet 
of a Norman.* 

‘ In the name of God, then,’ said the knight, 
‘fling open the door, and launch the floating 
bridge.’ 

The portal, which led from the inner wall of 
the barbican to the moat, and which corre- 
sponded with a sallyport in the main wall of 
the castle, was now suddenly opened ; the tem- 
porary biidge was then thrust forward, and 
soon flashed in the waters, extending its length 
between the castle and outwork, and forming Jk 
slippery and precarious passage for two men - 
abreast to cross the moat. Well aware of tb? 
importance of taking the foe surprise,^ thf J 
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Black Knight, closely followed by Cedric, threw 
himself uwn the bridge, ana reached the 
opposite side. Here he began to thunder with 
liis axe upon the gate of the castle, protected 
in part from the shot and stones cast by the 
defenders, Jiy the ruins of the former drawbridge, 
whicli the Templar had demolished in his retreat 
from the barbican, leaving the counter2)oise still 
attached to the upper i)art of the ^lortal. The 
followers of the knight had no such shelter; 
two were instantly shot with erossbow bolts, 
and two more fell into the moat ; tlie others 
retreated back into the barbican. 

The situation of Cedric and of the Black 
Knight was now truly dangerous, and would 
have been still more so, but for llic constancy 
of the archers in the bai bican, who ceased not 
to shower their arrows upon tbo battlements, 
distracting the attention of those by whom they 
were manned, and thus affording a resjute to 
their two chiefs from the storm of missiles which 
must oUterwiso have overwhelmed them. But 
their situation was cniinently ])eriIous, and was 
becoming more so witli every moment. 

* Shame on ye all I ’ cried Be Braoy to the 
soldiers arouna him; 'do ye call yourselves 
crossbow-men, and let those two dogs keep their 
station under the walls of the castle? — Heave 
over the coping stones from the b<attlcinent, an 
better may not be.- -Get pickaxe and levers, and 
down with that huge i>iunaclo ! ’ pointing to 
a heavy piece of stone carvod-work that i>ro- 
jected from the paraix*t. 

At this moment the besiegers caught sight of 
the red flag upon the angle of the tower which 
Ulrica had aoscribod to Oodric. The good 
yeoman Lockslcy was the first who was aware 
of it, as ho was hasting to the outwork, im- 
patient to see the jirogrevi of the assault. 

‘Saint Gcorgo!’ he ciicd, ‘Merry Saint 
George for Kiigland ! — To the charge, bold 
yeomen !--why leave ye the good knight and 
noble Cedric to storm the pass alone?- make 
in, mad priest, show thou caiist light for thy 
rosary — make in, brave yeomen the castle is 
ours, we have friends wiiliin.- »Seo yonder flag, 
it is the ap])ointcd signal. — Tonjnilstoue is oui*s ! 
Think of honour, think of spoil, — One effort, 
and the place is oiim ! ’ 

With that he bent bis good bow, and sent a 
shaft right through the breast of one of tbo 
men-at-arms, who, under Do Bracy’s direction, 
was loosening a fragment from one of the batde- 
meuts to prcci])itato on the beads of Odric and 
the Black Kniglit. A second soldier caught 
from the bands of the dying man the iron crow, 
with \\hich lie heaved at and had loosened the 
stone pinnacle, when, receiving an amw through 
his headpiece, he dro|)]»e(i from the battlements 
into the a de.ul man. The men-at-arms 
were daunted, for no armour socnied i)roof 
against the shot of this ticTiicndous archer. 

‘Do you give ground, base knaves !* said Be 
Bracy; ^MoutU Joyc Br/? is '- — Give me 

the lever.’ 

And, snatcliing it up, lie again assailed the 
loosetied pinnacle, which was of weight enough, 
if thrown down, not only to have destroyed the 
i-emnant of the drawbridge, which sheltered the 
two foremost assailants, but also to have sunk 


the rude float of planks over which they had 
crossed. All saw the danger, and the boldest, 
even the stout friar himself, avoided setting 
foot oil the raft. Thrice did Looksley bend his 
shaft against Bo Bracy, and thrice did his 
arrow bound back from the knight’s armour of 
proof. 

‘ Curse on thy Spanish steel-coat ! * said 
Lockslcy ; ‘ liad English smith forged it, these 
arrows had gone through, an as if it had been 
silk or sciidal.’ He then bejmn to call out, — 

‘ Comrades ! friends ! noble Cedric I bear babk, 
and let the ruin fall.’ 

His warning voice was unheard, for the din 
which tbo knight himself occasioned by his 
strokes U];x)n the postern 'would have drowned 
twenty war -trumpets. The faithful Gurth, 
indeed, s]>rung forward on the planked bridge, 
to warn Cedric of his iinjicndiiig fate, or to 
share it with liim. But his warning would 
have come too late ; the massive pinnacle already 
tottered, and Be Bracy, who still heaved at his 
task, would have accomplished it, hafl not the 
voice of the Templar sounded close in his car, 

* All is lost, Be Bracy, the castle bums.’ 

‘ I'hou art mad to say so ! * repUod the 
knight. 

‘ It is all in a light flame on I'nc western side. 
I have striven in vain to extinguish it.’ 

With the stern coolness wliich formed the 
basis of his character, Brian do Bois-Guilbert 
communicated this liideous intelligence, which 
was not so calmly received by his Histonishcd 
comrade. 

‘Saints of paradise!’ said Bo Bracy; ‘what 
is to be done? I vow to Saint Nicholas of 
Limoges a candlestick of pure gold* 

‘Spare tby vow,’ saia the Templar, ‘and 
mark me. Lead tliy men down, as if to a sally; 
throw the posLerii-gato open. — ^Thcro are but 
two men who occupy the float, fling them into 
the moat, aiid })ush across to the barbican. I 
Mill charge from the main gate, and attack the 
barbican on the outside ; and if we can regain 
that ]>ost, be assured wc shall defend ourselves 
until we arc relieved, or at least till they grant 
us fair (juartcr.’ 

‘It is M^ell thought mion,’ said Be Bracy; ‘I 
udll ])lay my part. — Templar, thou wilt not 
fail mo ^ , 

‘ Hand and glove, I will not I ’ said Bois- 
Guillicrt. ‘But.shaste thee, in the name of 
God!’ 

Be Braoy hastily drew his men together, and 
lushed down to the postern - gate, which he 
caused instantly to be thrown open. But scarce 
was this done ere the portentous stren^h of 
the Black Knight forced his way inward despite 
of Bo Bracy and his followers. Two of the 
foremost instantly fell, and the rest gave way 
notwithstanding all their leader’s efforts to atop 
them. 

* Dogs ! ’ said Be Bracy, ‘ will ye let ktfa men 

win our only jiass for safety ? ’ > 

‘He is the devil!’ said a veteran man-at- 
arms, hearing back from the blows of their aable 
antagonist. 

‘And if ho bo the devil,’ replied Bo BMoy, 
‘would you fly from him into the mautb of 
hell ?— the castle bums behind tm, villain 
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let despidr give you courage, or let me forward, 
I will cope with this champiou myself/ 

And well and ohivalrous did I)e Bracy that 
maintain the fame he had acquired in the 
civil wars of that dreadful period. The vaulted 
passages to which the postern gave entrance, 
and in which these two redoubted champions 
were now fighting-hand to hand, ruiiir with the 
furious blows w'hich they dealt each other, De 
Bracy with his sword, the Black Knight with 
his ponderous axe. At Icngh the Norman 

- received a blow, which, though its force w’^as 
partly parried by his shield, for otherwise never 
more would Do Bracy have again moved limb, 
descended yet with such violence on his crest, 
that he measured his length on the paved floor, 

‘Yield ye, De Bfacy,’said tlfb Black Chamj>ion, 
stoojping over him, and holding against the bars 
of his helmet the fatal poniard with wliicli the 
knights despatched their enemies (and which was 
called the dagger of mercy) — ‘yield thee, Maurice 
de Bracy, rescue or no rescue, or thou art hut a 
dead man.’ 

‘I will not yield,’ replied De Bracy faintly, 
* to an unknown conqueror. Tell me thy name, 
or work thy pleasure on me — it shall never be 
said that Maurice de Bracy was prisoner to a 
nameless churl.’ 

The Black Knight whispered something into 
the ear of the vanquished. 

‘ I yield me to bq, true prisoner, rescue or no 
rescue,’ answered the Norman, exchanging his 
tone of sterll and determined obstiuacy for one 
of deep though sullen submission. 

‘Go to the barbican,’ said the victor, in a tone 
of authority, ‘and there wait my further orders.’ 

‘Yet first, let me say,’ said De Bracy, ‘what 
it imports thee to know. Wilfred of Ivaiihoe is 
wounded, and a prisoner, and will perish in the 
buniii^ castle without present help.’ 

‘ Wilfred oj Ivanhoe ! ’ exclaimed the Black 
Knight, — ‘prisoner, and perish ! — ^Tlie life of 
eve^ mail in the castle shall answer it if a hair 
of his head be singed. — Show me his chamber ! ’ 

‘Ascend yonder winding stair, ’ said De Bracy ; 
‘it leads to his apartment. — Wilt thou acce])t 
my guidance ? * ho added, in a submissive tone. 

‘No. To the barbican, and there wait my 
orders. I trust thee not, De Bracy.’ 

During this combat, and 4he brief conversa- 
tion which ensued, Cedric, at the head of a body 
of men, among whom the friat was conspieu- 
dus, had pushed across the bridge, as soon as 
they saw the postern open, and drove back the 
dispirited and despairing followers of Do Bracy, 
of whom some asked quarter, some offered vaiii 
resistance, and the greater part lied towards the 
court-yard. De Bracy himself arose from the 
ground, and cast a sorrowful glance after- his 
.conqueror. ‘ He tnists me not,* ho repeated ; 
‘ but have I deserved his trust ? ’ Ho then lifted 
his sword from the floor, took off his helmet in 

- tok^ of submission, and, going to the barbican, 
|Ave op his sword to Locksley, whom he met by 
tile way. 

As the Are augmented, symptoms of it became 
sobh apparent in the chamber where Ivanhoe 
was tpi^hed and tended by the Jewess, Rebecca. 
He had been awidcened from his brief slumber 

tbe of tib« bottle ; und bu Btte^dHlt, 


who had, at his anxious desire, again placed her- 
self at the window to watoh ana report to him 
the fate of the attack, was for some time pre- 
vented from observing either, by the increase of 
the smouldering and stifling vapour. At length 
the volumes of smoke wliich rolled into the 
apartment — the cries for water, wliidi were heaid 
even above the din of the battle, made them* 
sensible of the progress of lliis new danger. 

‘ The castle bums,’ said Rebecca ; ‘ it burns ! 
—What can we do to save ourselves ? * 

‘Fly, Rebecca, and save thine own life,* said 
Ivanhoe, ‘ for no human aid can avail me.* 

‘I will not fly,’ answered Rebecca ; ‘we will 
be saved or perish together — And yet, peat God ! 
— niy father— my father h — Avhat will be his 
fate ? ' 

At this moment the door of the apartment 
flew open, and the Templar presented himself, 
— a ghastly figure, for his gilded armour was 
broken and bloody, and the plume was partly 
shorn aw^ay, partly burnt from bis casque. ‘ I 
have found thee,’ said he to Rebecca; ‘thou 
shalt prove I Avill keep my w'ord to share weal 
and w'oc with thee. — There is but one path to 
safety; I liavo cut my way through fifty danprs 
to point it to thee — up, and instantly fofiow 
mc.^ * 

‘ Alone,* answered Rebecca, * I will not folloAv 
thee. If thou w'ert born of woman — if thou hast 
but a touch of human charity In thee — if thy 
heart be not as hard as thy breastplate — save 
my aged father — save this wounded knight ! * 

*A knight,’ answered the Templar, with his 
characteristic (iahnness, * a knight, Rebecca, must 
encounter his fate, whether it meet him in the 
shape of sw'ord or flame — and who recks how or 
where a Jew meets with his ? ' 

‘ Savage w^arrior,’ said Rebecca, * rather will I 
perish in the flames than accept safety from 
thee ! ’ 

‘Thou shalt not choose, Rebecca — once didst 
thou foil me, but never mortal did so twice.* 

So saying, he seized on the terrified maiden, 
who filled the air with her shrieks, and bore her 
out of the room in his arms in spite of her cries, 
and without regarding the menaces and defiance 
which Ivanhoe thundered against him. ‘ Hound 
of the Temple — stain to thine Order — set free the 
damsel I Traitor of Bois-Guilbert, it is Ivanhoe 
commands thee ! — Villain, I will have thy heart’s 
blood ! ’ 

‘I had not found thee, Vrilfred,’ said the 
Black Knight, who at that instant entered the 
apartment, ‘ but for thy shouts. ' 

‘If thou bc’st true knight,’ said Wilfred, ‘think 
not of me — pursue yon ravisher — save the Lady 
Rowena — look to the noble Cedric ! * 

‘ In their turn,’ answered he of the Fetterlock ; 
‘but thine is first.’ 

And, seizing upon Ivanhoe, he bore him off 
with as much ease as the Templar had carried 
off Rebecca, rushed with him to the postern, and, 

* The Author has some Idea that this passage is imitated 
from the appearance of Philidaspes before the divine 
Mandane, when the city of Babylon is on fire, and he 
proposes to carry her from the flames. But the thefit, if 
there be one, would be rather too severely punished by the 
penance of searching for the original passage thr^a 
iDteiminahle veluniss of ptaQ4 
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having there delivered liis burden to the care of 
two yeomen, ho again entered the castle to assist 
in the rescue of the other prisoners. 

One turret was now in bright flames, which 
flashed out furiously from window and shot-hole. 
But in other parts, the great thickness of the 
walls _^and the vaulted roofs of the apartments 
"resisted the progress of the flames, and there the 
rage of man still triumphed, as the scarce more 
dreadful element hold mastery elsewhere ; for 
the besiegers pursued the defenders of the castle 
from chamber to cliamber, and satiated in their 
blood the vengeance whicli had long animated 
them against the soldiei’s of the tyrant Front-de- 
Boeuf. Most of the garrison resisted to tlie utter- 
most — few of them asked quarter — none received 
it. The air was tilled w'itn groans and clashing 
of arms — the floor.s were slippery with the blood 
of despairing and expiring wretches. 

Through this scene of confusion, Cod ric rushed 
in quest of Howena, while the faithful Gurth, 
following him closely through the m&UCy neglected 
his own safety while lie strove to avert the blows 
that were aimed at lus master. Tho noble Saxon 
was so fortunate as to reach his ward’s apart- 
ment just as she had abandoned all hopes of 
safety, and, with a crucilix clas})ed in agony to 
her bosom, sat in expectation of instant death. 
He committed her to the charge of Onrth, to 
be conducted in safety to the barbican, the road 
to which was now cleared of the enemy, and not 
yet interrupted by tho flames. This accom- 
plished, the loyal Cedric hastened in quest of his 
friend Athelstano, determined, at every risk to 
himself, to save that last scion of Saxon royalty. 
But CTO Cedric penetrated as far as the old hall 
in which he had himself been a prisoner, the in- 
ventive genius of Wamha had procured liberation 
for himself and his companion in a<iversity. 

When tho noise of the conflict announced that 
it was at the hottest, the jester began to shout, 
with the utmost power of his lungs, ‘Saint George 
and the Dragon ! — Bonnie Saint George for merry 
England ! — 1'he castle is won ! ’ And these 
sounds he rendered yet more fearful, by baiig- 
ing against each other two or throe pieces of 
rusty armour which lay scattered around the 
hall. 

A guard, which had been stationed in the outer, 
or ante-room, and wliose spirits were already in a 
state of alarm, took fright at Wamba’s clamour, 
and, leaving the door open behind them, ran to 
tell the Templar that foemen had entered the 
old hall. Meantime the prisoners found no diffi- 
culty in making their escape into the ante-room, 
and from thence into the court of the castle, 
which was now the last scene of contest. Here 
sat the fierce Temj>lar, mounted on horseback, 
surrounded by several of the garrison both on 
horse and foot, who had united their strength to 
that of this renowned leader, in order to secure 
, the last chanec of safety and retreat which re- 
mained to them. The drawbridge had been 
lowered by liis orders, hut the passage was beset ; 
for the archers, who had hitherto only annoyed 
tho castle on that side by their mi.ssile8, no sooner 
ftamtho flames breaking out, and the bridge 
Ipwed, than they thronged to the entrance, as 
well to prevent the escape of the garrison, as to 
^ e^ure peir own ahare of booty ere tho castle 
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should be burnt down. On the other hand, a 
party of tho besiegers who had entered by the 
postern were now issuing out into tho court-yard, 
and attacking with fury the remnant of tho 
defenders, who were thus assaulted on both sides 
at once. 

Animated, however, by despair, and supported 
by the exami)le of their indomitable leader,, the 
n‘raaiiiiiig soldiers of tlje castle fought ^th the 
utmost valour ; and, being well armed, succeeded 
more than once in driving back tlio assailants, 
though much inferior iji numbers. Uebcccji, 
placed on horseback before one of the Templar s 
Saracen slaves, was in the midst of the little 
j)arty ; and Bois-Giiilbert, notwithstanding the 
confusion of the bloody fray, showed every atten- 
tion to her safetyl Kepcatedly he was by her 
side, and, neglecLiug his own defence, held before 
her the fence of his triangular steel-plated shield ; 
and anon starting from his position by her, he 
cried his war-cry, dashed forwaid, stmek to 
earth the most forward of the assailants, and 
was in the same instant once more at her bridle- 
roin. 

Athftlstane, who, as the reader knows, w’as 
slothful, but not (iowardly, beheld tho female 
form whom tho Tcmidar jirotectod thus sedu- 
loiLsly, and doubted not that it wa.s Rowena 
whom tho knight was cairying oil’ in d(?spite of 
all resistance which could be olforcd. 

‘By the .soul of Saint Edward,' he said, *1 
will rescue her from yonder over-proud knight, 
and he shall die by my baud ! ’ ** 

‘ Think what you do ! ’ cried Waniba ; ‘ the 
hasty hand catches frog for fish — By my bauble, 
yonder is none of my Lady Rowena — sec but her 
long dark locks ! — Nay, an ye will not know 
black from white, ye may bo leader, but I will 
be no follower— no bones of mine shall be broken, 
unless 1 know for whom. — And you without 
armour, too ! — Bethink yon, silk bonnet nevei' 
kept out steel blade. — Nay, then, if wilful will 
t-o water, wilful must drench. — Devs vobiscuiriy 
most doughty Alhclstane ! ’ — ho concluded, 
loosening the hold which ho had hitherto kept 
upon the Saxon's tunic. 

To snatch a macc from tho pavement, on which 
it lay beside one whoso dying grasp had just 
rclin<puslied it — to nish on the Templar’s band, 
and to strike in^quick succession to the right 
and loft, levelling a wanior at each blow, was, 
for . Athelstane''^ gi*eat strength, now animated 
with unusual fury, but the work of a single 
moment ; ho w^as soon within two yards of 
Bois-Guilbert, whonrhe defied in his loudest 
lone. 

‘Tiira, false-hearted Templar ! let go her whom 
thou art unworthy to touch — turn, limb of a 
band of murdering and hypocritical robbers ! ’ 

‘ Dog ! ’ said the Templar, grinding his teeth, 
* I will teach thoe to blaspheme the holy Order 
of the Temple of Zion 1 ' and with these words, 
half- wheeling his steed, he mode a^emi-cour- 
bette towards the Saxon, and rising in liis 
stirrups, so as to take full advantage of the 
descent of the horse, he discharged a fearful blow 
upon the head of Athelstane. 

Well said Wamba, that silken bonnet keeps 
out no steel blade. So trenchant was the Tem- 
plar's vreapon, that it asunderj ad it had 
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been a willow tw^, the tough and plaited handle 
of the maoe, which the ill-fated Saxon reared to 
parry the blow, and, descending on his head, 
levelled him with the earth. 

^Hal Bmu-sewnir exclaimed Bois-Guilbert, 
'thus be it to the maligners of the Temple- 
knights ! ’ Taking advantage of the dismay 
which was spread by the fall of Athelstane, and 
calling aloud, ‘ Those who would save ILi iiisolvcs 
follow me ! ’ lie pushed across the drawbridge, 
dispersing the archers who would have inter- 
cepted them. He was followed by his Saracens, 
and some five or six men-at-arms, who had 
mounted their liorses. The Tciiij>lar’s retreat 
was rendered perilous by the numbers of arrows 
shot off at him and his party ; but this did not 
prevent him fronf galloping 1*ound to tlic bar- 
oican, of which, according to his previous jilan, 
ho supposed it possible De Bracy might have 
been in possession. 

' J)e Bracy ! Do Bracy ! ’ he shouted, ‘ art thou 
there ? ’ 

‘I am here,’ readied De Bracy, ‘but I am a 
prisoner,’ 

‘ Can I rescue tlicc ? ’ cried Boia-Guilbert. 

‘No,’ replied De Bracy ; ‘I have reiiflcred mo, 
rescue or no rescue. 1 will bo true })risoner. 
Save thyself — there arc hawks abroad — put the 
seas betwixt you and Bngland— 1 dare not say 
more.’ 

‘Well,* answered y>e Templar, ‘an thou wilt 
tarry there, remember I have redeemed word and 
glove. Be the hawks where they will, methinks 
the walls of the Prcceptory of Terniilcstowe will 
be cover sufficient, and thither will I like heron 
tp her haunt. ’ 

Having thus spoken, ho galloped off with his 
followers. 

Those of the castle who had not gotten to 
horse, still continued to fight desperately wdih 
the besiegers after the departure of the Tetnplar, 
but rather in despair of quarter than that they 
entertained any hope of escape. The fire was 
spreading rapidly Ihrough all parts of the castle, 
when Ulrica, who had first kindled it, ai)pcavcd 
on a turret, in the guise of one of the ancient 
fiiries, yelling forth a war-song, such as was of 
yore raised on the field of battle by the scalds of 
the yet heathen Saxons, Her long dishevelled 
grey hair flew back from hea uiic('vered head ; 
the inebriating delight of Ratified vengeance 
contended in her eyes with the fire of insanity ; 
and she brandished the distaff which she held 
in her hand, as if she had been one of the Fatal 
Sisters, who spin and abridge the thread of 
human life. Tradition has preserved some wild 
strophes of the barbarous hymn which she 
ohanted wildly amid that scone of fire and of 
slaughter : — 

X. 

Whet the bright steel. 

Sons of the White Dragon I 
Kindle the torch, 

DaugbtA* of Hengist I 

The steel glimmers not for the carving of the 
banquet. 

It is hard, broad, and sharply pointed ; 

The torch goeth not to the bridal chamber, 

It steams and glitters blue with sulphur. 

>^et the steel, the raven croaks ! 

I^ht the torch, Zernehock is yelling ! 

the steel, sons of the Dragon! 

Kindk the torcbj daughter of Hengist I 


a. 

The black cloud is low over the thane's castle 
The eagle screams — he rides on its bosom. 

Scream not, grey rider of the sable cloud. 

Thy banquet is prepared!^ 

The maidens of Vallialla look forth, 

The race of Hengist will send them guests. 

Shake your bl.ack tresses, maidens of Valhalla ! 
And stiikc your loud timbrels for joy! 

Many a hauglity step bends to your halls, 

Many a helmed head. 

3 - 

Dark sits the evening upon the thane’s castle, 
The black clouds gather round ; 

Soon shall they be red as the blood of the valiant I 
The destroyer of forests shall shake his red crest 
against them I 

He, the bright consumer of palaces, 

Broad waves he his blaring banner, 

Red, wide, and dusky, 

Over the strife of the valiant : 

His joy is in the clashing swords and broken 
bticklers ; 

He loves to lick the hissing blood as it^bursts warm 
from the wound ! 


4 - 

All must perish ! 

The svvord cleaveth the helmet ; 

The sttoiig armour is pieiced by the lance; 

Fire devoureth the dwelling of princes, 

Engines bjcjik down the fences of the battle. 

All must perish ! 

The race of Hengist is gone— 

The name of Horsa is no more ! 

Shrink not then from your doom, sons of the 
sword ! 

Let your blades drink blood like wine ; 

Feast ye in the banquet^ of slaughter, 

By the light of the blaring halls I 
Strong be your sM-'ords while your blood is warm, 
And spare neither for pity nor fe.ir. 

For vengeance hath but an liour ; 

Strong hate itself shall expire ! 

I also must perish, 

The towering flames had now surmounted 
every obstruction, and rose to the evening skies 
one huge and burning beacon, scon far and wide 
through the adjacent country. Tower after toAver 
crashed down, Avith blazing roof and rafter ; and 
the combatants Avero driven from the court-yard. 
The vanquished, of Avhom very fcAv remained, 
scattered and escaped into tlie neighbouring 
wood. Tlio victons, assembling in lai-|^e bands, 
gazed with wonder, not uiimixed Avitli fear, upon 
the flames, in Avhich their oAvn ranks and anus 
glanced dusky red. The maniac lig^ire of the 
Saxon Ulrica A\'as for a long time visible on the 
lofty stand she had chosen, tossing her arms 
abroad with wild exultation, as if slie reined 
empress of the conflagration AAdiich she had raised* 
At length, with a terrific crash, the Avhole turret 
gave way, and slie perished in the flames which 
had consumed her tyrant. An awful pause of 
horror silenced each murmur of the armed spec- 
tator, who for the space of several minutes 
stirred not a finger, save to sign the cross. The 
voice of Locksley was tlicn heard, ‘ Shout, yeo- 
men ! — ^the den of tyrants is no more ! — Let each 
bring his spoil to our chosen place of rendezvous 
at the Trysting-tree in the Harthill Walk ; for 
there at break of day will we make just partition 
among our oto bands, together with our worthy 
allies in this great deed of vengeance.’ 

*Note H. Ulrica’s Peatb-songl 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 

Trust me ea( h state must have its policies : 
KinpcloiiJi have edicts, cities liase their charters; 
E\en the wild outlaw, in his foiest-walk, 

Ketps yet some touch of civil discipline; 

For not since A<Um wore his verdant apion, 

Hath man with man in SfKial union di^clt, 

Ihit laws were maile to draw that union closer. 

CJiu 1‘lav. 

Tiik daylight had dawiiod upon tlic glades of 
the oak forest. The green honglis glitteied w ith 
all their pearls of dew. The hind led her fawn 
from the coveit of high Icni to the more open 
Walks of the greenwood ; and no huntsman W'as 
there to watch or inteii'ept th(‘ sUtely hart, as 
he paced at the lie id of tin' antlered heid. 

The outlaws weio all assembled around the 
Trystiug-tree in the Hirtliill Walk, where they 
hatl spent the night in refreshing theiuselvcs 
after the fati;.^ics oi the siege, some with wiik, 
some with slumher, many ivitli hcaiing and 
recounting the events of the <lay, and computing 
the hf3aj)s of plunder which their sueees.s had 
placed at the (iisposal of their chief. 

The spoils Aveie indeed veiy large ; for, not- 
withstanding that much was eonsumed, a great 
deal of plate, lieh armour, and splendid clotliing 
had been seemed by the overtions of the dauntless 
outlaws, who eould ho appalled by no danger 
when such rewaids w^ero in view. Vet so stmt 
were the law's of tlioir society, that no one 
ventured to ai»proprUte any ])art of the booty, 
which was brought into one common mass to he 
at the disposal ot their loader. 

The place of i(*nde/vous wjis an aged oak ; not, 
however, the same to which Lock sley had con- 
ducted Gurth and Waiiiha in the carlior part of 
the story, but one which was the centre of a 
sylvan am plii theatre, within half-a-mile of the 
demolished castle (jf Tm (luilstone. Here Locksley 
as.sunicd his seat —a throne of turf erected under 
the twisted hraiiehcs of the huge ojik — and the 
sylvan followers were gathered around hinr. 
Ifo assigned to the Dlaok Knight a seat at liis 
right hand, and to (Jodric a place upon Ids 
left. 

‘ Pardon my freedom, noble sirs,’ ho said, * but 
in these glades I am inoiiarcli -they arc my 
kingdom; and these my wild subjects would 
reck but little of my pow'er, w'ero I, within my 
own dominions, to yield place to mortal man. - 
Now', sirs, who hath seen our chaplain ^ wdicre 
is our eiutal friar ? A mass amongst riinslian 
men best begins a busy morning.’ TSh) one bud 
seen the Clerk of Oo])maiiliurst. —‘Over gods, 
forbode^' said the outlaw chief; ‘I tmst the 
jolly priest liath but abid<leii by the w ine pot a 
thou^it too late. AVho saw him since tlie castle 
was ta’cn ^ * 

* I,’ <iuoth the Miller, ‘ maiked him busy about 
the door of a cellar, swearing by each saint in 
the calendar be would taste the smack of 
Front-do-Boiiirs (lasc(»igiie wine.’ 

'Now, the saints, as many as there be of them,’ 
said thfi ca}>taiu, ' furieiul, lest ho has drunk too 
deep of the wine-hutts, and ijeiishcd by the fall 
of the castle !— Aw'ay, Miller ’—take with you 
snow of men, seek the place where you lost saw 
, water from njQat op the soorcb- 


ing ruins — I will have them removed stone by 
stone ere I lose my curtal friar,’ 

The numbers who hastened to execute this 
duty, considering that an iutorcstiug division 
of spoil w'as about to take place, showed how 
much tlic troop had at heart the safety of their 
HjHiitual father. 

‘Meanwhile, let us j»rocccd,’ said LocKsloy ; 
‘for when this bold deed sliall bo sounded 
abioad, the bands of Do Bracy, of Malvoisin, 
ami other allies of Front-dc Bceuf, will be in 
motion against us, and itweio well for our safety 
lhat we retreat from the vicinity. — Noble Cedric,’ 
he said, turning to the Saxon, ‘that spoil is 
divided into two poitions ; do thou make choice 
of that best suits tliee, to lecompense tliy people 
who arc partakers witli us in tins adveuturc.’ 

‘Good yeoman/ said Cediic, ‘my heart is 
oppressed with sadness. Tlie noble Athelstane, 
ot ('oiiingsburgh is no more— the last s]>rout of 
the sainted Confessor ! Hopes have jierisbcd 
with him which ran never return ’ — A sparkle 
hath been riucnclied by bis blood, which no 
human hi eat n can again rekindle ! My people, 
a.%ve the few who arc now with me, do but tarry 
my presence to transport bis honoured remains 
to their last mansion. The Lady Rowona is 
desirous to return to Rotherwmod, and must be 
eseoited by a sufficient force. I should, there- 
fore, eio now have left this place ; anrfT waited 
— not to share the booty, tor so help me God 
and Saint M’^itliold ! as tteither I nor any of 
mine will touch the value of a lierd— T w'aited 
but to lender my thanks to thee, and to thy 
bold yeomen, for the life and honour you have 
saved.’ 

‘Nay, but,’ said the chief outlaw, ‘we dW 
but half tlie work at most— take of the sjioil 
wliat may row'ard your own neighbours and 
followers.’^ 

* I am rich enough to rew'ard them from mine 
own wealth,’ answered Cedric. * 

‘And some,* said Wamba, ‘have been wise 
enough to reward themselves ; they do not 
march ofl’ empty-handed altogether. We do not 
all wear motley.’ 

‘ They aie welcome,’ said Locksley ; ‘ our laws 
bind none but ourselves,* 

‘ But thou, my poor knave,’ said Cedric, turn- 
ing about and embracing bis jester, ‘how shall 
I reward thee, who feared not to give thy body 
to chains and death instead of mine?— All 
foi’sook me w'hen the poor fool was faithful ! ’ 

A tear stood in tho eye of the rough thane as 
he spoke— a mark cf feeling which even the 
death of Atliclstane had not extracted ; but there 
was something in the half-instinctive attachment 
of his ( lown, that w'aked his nature more keenly 
than even grief itself. 

‘Nay,’ said tho jester, extricating himself 
from his master’s caress, * if you |)ay my service 
with tho water of your eye, tlie jester must 
w'cep for company, and then what jbecomes of 
his vocation But, uncle, if you would indeed 
jdoasiire me, I pray you to pardon my playfellow 
Gurth, who stole a week from your service to 
bestow it on your son/ 

‘Pardon him!' exclaimed Cedric; ‘1 will 
both pardon and reward him. Kneel down, 
Curthi'-— Tho Bwipeherd wa^ in inptapt ^Uf 
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naastcr’s feet,— ‘T heow and Esnb* art thou no 
longer/ said Cedric, touching him with a \yand; 
•Folkfree and SACLESst art thou in town, 
and from town, in the forest as in the lield. A 
hide of land I give to thee in my steads of 
Walburghani, from me and mine to thee and 
thine aye and for ever ; and God’s malison on 
his heaa who this gainsays 1 * 

No longer a sei?, but a freeman and a land- 
holder, Gurth sprung upon his feet, and twice 
bounded aloft to almost his own height from the 
ground. 

‘A smith and a file,' he cried, ‘to do away 
, the collar from the neck of a freeman ! — Noble 
master! doubled is my strength by your gift, 

' and doubly will l^fight for you 1 — There is a free 
spirit in my breast— I am a man changed to 
myself and all around. — Ila, Fangs I ’ ho con- 
tinued,— for that faithful cur, seeing his master 
thus transported, began to jump upon him, to 
express his sympathy, — ‘knowest thou thy 
master still ? ' 

‘Ay,’ said Wamba, ‘Fangs and I still know 
tliee, Gurth, though we must needs abide by the 
Collar ; it is only thou art likely to forget both 
us and thyself.’ 

* I shall forget myself indeed ere I forget thee, 
true comrade,’ said. Giuth ; ‘and were Ireedom 
lit for tiiee, Wamba, the master would not let 
thee want it.* 

‘Nay,’ said Wagiha, ‘never think I envy 
thee, brother Gurth ; the serf sits by the hall 
lire when tlfe freeman must forth to the field of 
battle. — And what saith Oldhelm of Malmsbury 
— Better a fool at a feast than a wise man at a 
fray.’ 

The tramp of horses w'as now heard, and the 
Lady llowcna appeared, surrounded by several 
riders, and a much stronger party of foot-men, 
who joyfully shook their pikes and clashed their 
brown-bills far joy of her freedom. She herself, 
richly attired, and mounted on a dark chestnut 
palfrey, had recovered all the dignity of her 
manner, and only an unwonted degree of pale- 
ness showed the sufferings she had undergone. 
IIci* lovely brow, though sorrowful, bore on it a 
cast of reviving hope for the future, as well as of 
grateful thankfulness for the x^^st deliverance. 
— She knew that Ivaiihoe was safe, and she 
knew that Atholstane w'as «lead. The former 
assurance filled her with the most sincere de- 
light; and if slie did not ahstlutcly rejoice at 
■ the latter, she might be x»ardoncd for feeling 
the full advantage of lacing free from farther 
persecution on the only subject in which she 
had ever been contradicted by her guardian 
Cedric. 

As Rowena bent her steed towards Lo^ksley’s 
seat, that bold yeoman, with all his followers, rose 
to receive her, as if b}' general instinct of cour- 
tesy. The blood rose to her checks, as, courteously 
, iwaving her hand, and bending so low tliat her 
beautiful* and loose tresses W'ere for an instant 
' mixed with the flowing mane of her palfrey, she 
Expressed in few but apt words her obligations 
^"and her gratitude to Locksloy and her other 
/deliverers. — ‘God bless you, brave men,’ she 
"ooxu^lud^, *6od and Our lady bless you and 

and boadsman. ’ t A lawflil freeman. 


TOquito you for gallantly perilling yourselves 
in the cause of the oppressed I — If any of you 
should hunger, reinemoer Uowena has food— if 
you should thirst, she has many a butt of wine 
and brown ale— and if the Normans drive yo 
from these walks, Row’cna has forests of her own, 
where her gallant deliverers may range at full 
freedom, and never ranger ask whose arrow has 
struck down the deer.’ 

‘ Thanks, gentle lady,’ said Locksley ; ‘thanks 
from my comx)any and my sel f. But to have saved 
you requites itself. We who w^alk the greenwood 
do many a wild deed, and the Lady Rowera’s 
deliverance may he received as an atonement.’ 

Again bowling from her x^allrcy, Row'ena turned 
to dcx)art ; but pausing a moment, while Cedric, 
who was to attend her, was also taking his leave, 
she found herself uncxi)cctedly close by the 
X>risoncr De Braoy. He stood under a tree in 
deep meditation, his arms crossed upon his breast, ‘ 
and Rowena was in hox>cB that she might pass 
him unobserved. He looked up, however, and, 
when aware of her presence, a deep flush of shame 
sufiiised his handsome countcnaiiro. lie stood a 
moment most irresolute ; then, stcpxuug forward, . 
took her I'jalfrey by the rein, and bent his knee 
before her. 

‘Will the Lady Rowena deign to cast an 
eye on a cax)tivo knight — on a dishonoured 
soldier ? ' * 

‘ Sir Knight,’ answered Rowena, ‘in enterprises 
such as yours, the real dishonour lies not in 
failure, but in success.’ 

‘Ooiifjuesfc, lady, should soften the heart,* 
answered De Bracy ; ‘ lot me but know tlmt the 
Lady Rowena forgives the violence occasioned 
by an ill-fated passion, and she shall soon learn 
that Do Bracy knows liow to serve her in nobler 
ways.* * 

‘I forgive you, Sir Knight,’ said Rowena, as 
a Christian.’ 

‘That means,’ said Wamba, ‘that she docs 
not forgive liim at all.’ 

‘But I can never forgive the misery and 
desolation your madness has occasioned,’ con- 
tinued Rowena, 

‘Unloose your hold on the lady’s rein,’ said 
Cedric, coming up. ‘By the hri^dit sun above 
us, but it were shame, I would ])iu thcc to the 
earth with my javelin — But ho well assured, thou 
shalt smart, Maurice De Bracy, for thy share in 
this foul deed.’ 

* He threatens safely Avho threatens a prisoner,’ 
said Do Bracy ; ‘ but wiien had a Saxon any 
touch of courtesy ? ’ 

Then, retiring tw'o stexis backw’ard, ho per- 
mitted the lady to move on. 

Cedric, ere they dciwirted, expressed biiB 
peculiar giatitudc to the Black Champion, and 
earnestly entreated him to accompany him to ' 
Rotherw'ood. 

‘I know,’ he said, ‘that ye errant knights 
desire to carry your fortunes on the point of your 
lance, and reck not of lands or goods ; but Avar 
is a changeful mistress, and a homo is sometimes 
desirable even to the champion whose trade is 
wandering. Thou hast earned one in the halls 
of Rotherwood, noble knight. Cedrio has wealth 
enough to repair the injuri^ of fortune, and all, 
he has is kis deliraers^-r^Coms; thexafore, to . 
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Rotlwrwood, not as a guest, but as a son or 
brotlier/ 

‘ Cedric lias already made me rich,* said the 
knight, — *ho has taught me the value of Saxon 
virtue. To llotherwood will I come, brave Saxon, 
and that speedily ; but, as now, pressing matters 
of moment detain me from your halls. Perad- 
venturc, when I come thither, 1 will ask such a 
boon as will put even thy generosity to the 
test. ’ 

*It is granted ere spoken out,’ said Cedric, 
striking his ready hand into the gauntleted palm 
of the Black Knight, — * it is granted already were 
it to affect half my fortune.’ 

* Gage not thy promise so lightly, ’ said the 
Knight of the Fetterlock ; ‘ yet well I hope to 
gain the boon I shall ask. Meanwhile, adieu.* 

‘ I have but to say,’ added the Saxon, ^tliat, 
during the funeral rites of the noble Athelstanc, 
1 sliau be an inhabitant of the halls of his castle 
of CoTiingsburgh — they will be open to all who 
choose to partake of the funeral baiiq^ueting ; 
and, 1 speak in name of the noldo Edith, mother 
of the fallen prince, they will never be shut 
against him who laboured so biavely, tliough 
uiisucccssfiilly, to save Athelstane from Norman 
chains and Norman steel.’ 

*Ay, ay,’ said Wamba, who had resumed his 
attendance on liis master, ‘rare feeding there 
will be— pity that the noble Athelstane cannot 
barwjuet at his own funeral. — But ho,’ continued 
the Jester, lifting iin his eyes gravely, * is supping 
in paradise, and aoubtless does honour to the 
cheer.* 

* Peace, and move on,’ said Cedric, his anger at 
this untimely jest Ijeiiig checked by the recollec- 
tion of Wainba’s recent services, llowena waved 
a graceful adieu to him of the Fetterlock —the 
Saxon bade God speed him, and on they moved 
through a witle glade of the forest. 

They had scarce departed, ere a sudden proces- 
sion moved from under the greenwood branches, 
swept slowly round the sylvan amphitheatre, and 
took the satiie direction with Kowena and her 
followers. The priests of a iieiglibouri ng convent, 
in expectation of the ample donation or soul-scat^ 
which Cedric had ]>ropincd, attended upon the 
car in wliieh the body of Athelstane was laid, 
and sang hymns as it was sadly and slowly borne 
on the shoulders of his vassiils to his castle cf 
Coningsburgh, to bo there deposited in the grave 
of llengist, I'roin whom the deceased derived his 
long descent. Many of his vassals had assembled 
at the news ol his death, and followed the bier 
with all the external marks, at least, of dejection 
and sorrow. Again the outlaws arose, and paid 
the same rude and spontaneous homage to death, 
which they had so lately rendered to beauty — 
the slow enunt and mournful step of the priests 
brought back to their remembrance such of their 
comrades as had fallen in the yesterday’s aflray. 
But such recollections dwell not long with those 
jwho lead a life of danger and enterprise, and ere 
the sound of the death -hymn had died on the 
wind, the outlaws were again busied in the dis- 
tr^ution of their spoil. 

Valiant knight,’ said Locksley to the Black 
:';i,-CJaantpion, 'without whose good heart and mighty 
enterprise must altogether have failed, 
you to take from that mass of 


spoil whatever may best serve to pleasure you, 
and to remind you of this my Tiysting-troo ? ’ 

‘ I accept the otfer,* said the knight, ‘ as frankly 
as it is given ; and I ask permission to dispose of 
Sir Maurice do Bracy at my own pleasure.^ 

* He is thine already,’ said Locksley, *and well 
for liirn ! else the tyrant had graced the highest 
bough of this oak, with as many of his Free 
Companions as wc could gather, hanging thick 
as acorns around him. --But lie is thy prisoner, 
and he is sal’e, though ho had slain my^ lather.’ 

‘Dc Bracy,’ said the knight, ‘thou art free — 
depart. He whose prisoner thou art scorns to 
take moan revenge for what is ]>ast. But beware 
of the future, lest a worse thing befall thee. — 
Maurice do Bracy, I say bkwaue ! ’ 

De Bracy bowed*' low and in silence, and was 
about to withdraw, wdicn the yeomen burst At 
once into a shout of execration and derision. 
The proud knight instantly stopped, turned 
back, folded bis arms, drew up his form to its full 
height, and exclaimed, ‘ Peace, ye yelping curs ! 
who open upon a cry whicli ye followed not when 
the stag was at bay — He Bracy scorns your 
censure as he would disdain your applause. To 
our brakes and caves, ye outlawed tliieves ! and 
e silent when aught knightly or noble is but 
siioken within a league of your fox-earths.’ 

This ill-iirncd defiance might have procured 
for De Bracy a volley of arrows, luit for the hasty 
and imperative iiiterference^of the outlaw chief. 
Meanwhile the knight caught a horse by the 
rein, for several which had been taken in the 
stables of Front-dc-Ba?iif stood accoutred around, 
and were a valuable part of the booty. He threw 
himself upon the saudlc, and galloped off through 
the wood 

When the bustle occasioned by this incident 
was somewhat composed, the chief outlaw took 
from his neck the rich horn and baldric which 
ho had recently gained at the strife of archery 
near Ashby. 

‘Noble knight,’ he said to liiin of the Fetter- 
lock, * if you disdain not to grace by your accept- 
ance a bugle which an English yeoman has once 
worn, this ivill I pray ^'uu to kec]) as a memorial 
of your gallant bearing — and if yc have aught to 
do, and, as haj»ppiicth oft to a gallant knight, 
ye chance to bo hard bested in any foi est between 
Trent and Tees, wind three mots* upon the horn 
thus, Wa-sa~lwa ! and it may well chance ye 
shall find hcli)erc and rescue.’ 

He then gave breath to the bugle, and winded 
once and again the call wliich he described, until 
the knight had caught the notes. 

‘Gramercy for the gift, bold yeoman,* said 
the kniglit; ‘and better help tlian thine and 
thy rangers would I never seek, were it at my 
utmost need.* And then in his turn he winded 
the call till all the greenwood rang. 

'Well blown and clearly,’ said the yeoman; 
‘beshrew me an thou knowest not as much of 
woodcraft as of vrar 1 — thou hast been a striker of 
doer in thy day, I warrant. —Comrades, mark 
these three mots — it is the call of the Eni^t of 
the Fetterlock ; and he||ho hears it, and hastens 
not to serve him at his need, 1 will have him 

* The notes u]^an the bugles were anciently called mots, 
and, are distioguuhed in the old treatises on hunting, not , 
by nuzuesl mractets, hut by written words. 
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BCQurgod out of our band with his own bow- is. In the name of Saint Nicholas, wdiom liast 
string.' ^ thou got here ? ’ 

‘ Long live oiir leader ! ’ shouted the yeomen, * A captive to xny sword and to my lance, 
‘and long live the Black Knight of the Fetter- noble captain,’ replied the Clerk of Copmanhurst; 
lock ! — May he soon use our service, to prove ‘ to ray bow and to ray halbei-d, I should ratlicr 
how readily it will bo paid.’ say; and yet 1 have redeemed him by ray 

Locksley now ])roceedod to the distribution of divinity from a worse ca-ptivity. ' Speak, Jew — 
the spoil, which he performed with Iho most have I not ransomed thee from Sathanos ? — have 
laudable impartiality. A tentli j)art of the whole I not taught thee tliy cm/n, thy pairr^ and thine 
was set apart for the Church, and for pious uses ; Ave Maria f— Did 1 not s}>eiia llio whole nigh^ 
a portion was next allotted to a sort of jmblic in drinking to thee, and in expounding of myt 
treasury ; a part was assigned to the widows and teries ? ’ 

children of those who had fallen, or to be ex- ‘ For the love of Cod ! ’ ejaculated the poet 
pended in masses for the souls of such as had Jew, ‘ will no one take me out of the keeping of 
left no surviving family. The rest was divided this mad— -I mean this holy man '( ’ 
amongst the outlaws, according to their rank and ‘Ho^v’s this, Jew'?’ said the friar, with a 
merit ; and the judgment of th^ chief, on all such menacing asj)cct ; ‘dost thou recant, Jew? — 
doubtful (piestions as occurred, was delivered Bethink thee, if thou dost relapse into thine 
with great shrew^dness, and received wdth abso- infidelity, though thou art not so tender as a 
lute submission. The Black Knight was not a suckling pig — 1 would 1 had one tp break my 
little surprised to find that men, in a state so fast upon — thou art not too tough to be roasted ! 
lawless, were, ncvertliolcss, among themselves so Be conformable, Isaac, and repeat the words after 
regularly and equitably governed, and all that me. Ave Maria ! ’ 

he observed added to his opinion of the justice *Nay, we wdll liave no profanation, mad priest,' 
and judgment of their leader. said Locksley ; ‘ let us rather liear where you 

When each had taken his own proportion of found this prisoner of thine. ' 
the booty, and while the treasurer, accompanied ‘By Saint Dunstan,’ said the friar, ‘I foumf 
by four tall yeomen, was transporting tliat be- him wdiere 1 sought for better ware ! I did step 
longing to the state to some place of concealment into the cellarage to see what might he rescued 
or of security, the portion devoted to the Church there ; for though a cu]) of burnt wine, with 
still remained imapprjjpriated. * spice, be an evening’s draught for an emperor, it 

‘I would,’ said tno leader, ‘we could hear were waste, inethought, to let so much good 
tidings of owr joyous chaplain — ho was never liquor bo mulled at once ; and I caught up one 
\vont to be absent wlien meat Avas to bo blessed, runlet of sack, and was coming to call more aid 
or spoil to be parted ; ami it is liis duly to take among these lazy knaves, who arc over to seek 
care of these tlie tithes of onr successful enter- when a good deed is to he done, when I was ad- 
prise. It may ho the oflice has heljjed to cover vised of a strong door. — Aha! tliought I, here is 
some of Ills canonical irregularities. Also I have the choicest juice of all in this secret cry]>t ; and 
a holy brother of his a prisoner at no great the knavo butler, being disturbed in his vocation, 
distance, and I would fain have the friar to help hath left the key in the door. — In, thereibre, I 
me to deal witji him in due sort — 1 gi’eatly mis- went, and found just nought besides a commodity 
doubt the safety of the hlulf priest.’ of rusted chains and this dog of a Jew, who pre- 

‘ I were right sorry for that,’ said the Knight sently rendered himself my prisoner, rescue or no 
of the Fetterlock, ‘for I stand indebted to him rescue. 1 did but refresh myself alter the fatigue 
for the joyous hospitality of a merry night in of tlie action with the imbeJicvcr, with one 1mm- 
his cell. Let ns to the ruins of tlie castle ; it miiig enp of sack, and was proceeding to lead 
may be wc shall there learn .some tidings of him.' forth my captive, when, crash after crash, as 
While they thus .s])oke., a loud shout among with wild thunder-dint and levin-lire, down 
the yeomen announced the arrival of him for toppled the masoniy of an outer tower (marry 
whom they feared, as they jearned from the bestrew their hands that built it not the firmer I ) 
stentorian voice of the friar himself, long before and blocked up the passage. The roar of one 
they saw his burly person. • falling tower followed another — I gave up thought 

‘ Make room, my merry men ! ’ he exclaimed, of life ; am^, deeming it a dishonour to one of my 
‘ room for your godly father and his prisoner — profession to pass out of this world in company 
Cry welcome once more.— T come, noble leader, with a Jew, I heaved up iny halberd to beat his 
like an eagle, with my prey ill my clutch.' — And, brains out; but I took pity on his grey hairs, 
making his way through the ring, amidst the and judged it better to lay down the partisan, 
laughter of all around, he a])i)eared in majestic and take up my sj^iritual weapon for his conver- 
triumph, liis huge partisan in one hand, and in sion. And truly, by the blessing of Saint Dun- 
the other a halter, one end of which was fastened stan, the seed has been sown in good soil ; only 
to the neck of the unfortunate Isaac of York, that, with speaking to him of mysteries through 
who, bent down by sorrow and terror, was the whole night, and being in a manner fasting 
dragged omby the victorious priest, who shouted (for the few draughts of sack which I sharpened 
aloud, ‘Wliero is Allan-a-Dale, to chronicle me my wits with were not worth marking), my head 
in a ballad, or if it were but a lay? — By Saint is well-nigh dizzied, I trow. — But I was clean 
Hermangild, the jin^lin^rowder is ever out of exhausted— Gilbert and Wibbald know in what 
the way where there is an^pt theme for exalting state they found me-^uito and clean exhausted.' 
valour I ’ * We can bear witness,’ said ‘ Gilbert ; * for 

‘Gurtal priest,’ said the captain, ‘thou hast when we had cleared away the ruin, and by- 

been at a wet mass this morning, as early as it Saint Dunstan’s help %ht^ upon the dungeon 
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stair, we found the runlet of sack half-empty, 
the Jew half-dead, and the friar more than half 
• — exhausted, as ho calls it.* 

‘ yo he knaves ! ye lie I ’ retorted the offended 
friar ; *it was you and your gormandizing coni- 
jjanions that (frank up the sack, and called it 
jrour morning draught — I am a ])agdn, an I kept 
it not for the captain’s own throat. But what 
rocks it? the Jew is coiivcrtod, and understands 
all I have told him, very nearly, if not altogether, 
SiA well as myself.* 

‘Jew,* said the captain, ‘is this tnie ? hast 
thou renounced thine unbelief?’ 

‘May I so find mercy in your eyes,* said the 
Jew, ‘ as I know not one word wliich the reverend 
prelate spake to me all this fearful night. Alas ! 
1 was so distraught with agony, aiui fear, and 
grief, that had our holy Father Abialiam come 
to preach to me, he had found but a deaf 
listener.* 

‘ Thou licst, Jew, and thou knowest thou dost,* 
said the friar ; ‘ I will remind thee hut of one 
word of our conference —thou didst ])roinise to 
give all thy substance to onr Holy Order.* 

‘So hcl 2 > me the jrromisc, fair sirs,’ said Isaac, 
even more alarmed than before, ‘as no such 
sounds over crossed my Ui)s I Alas ! I am an 
aged beggared man — I fear me a childless — have 
ruth on me, and let me go ! * 

‘Nay,’ said the friar, ‘if thou dost retract 
vows made in favour of Holy Church, thou must 
do penance.' 

Accordingly, he raised liis halberd, and would 
have laid the staff of it lustily on tlio Jew’s 
shoulders, had not the Black Knight stoj»]red the 
blow, and the.reby transferred the Holy Clerk’s 
resentment to himself. 

‘By Saint Thomas of Kent,’ said he, ‘an I 
buekle to my gear, I will loach thee, Sir Lazy 
Ijover, to mell with thine own matters, inaugro 
thine iron case theni ! ’ 

‘ Nay, bo not wroth with me,* said the kniglit ; 
‘ thou knowest 1 am thy sworn friend and com- 
rade.* 


‘I know no such thing,* an.swered the friar, 
‘ and defy thee for a meddling coxcomb ! ’ 

‘Nay, but,* said the knight, who seemed to 
take a pleasuro in provoking his quondam host, 
‘ hast thou forgotten how, that for my sake (for 
I say nothing of the temptation of the flagon and 
the i^asty) thou didst break thy vow of fast and 

‘Tmly, friend,* said the friar, clenching his 
huge fist, ‘ I will bestow a buffet on thee.* 


‘ I accejtt of no such presents,* said the knight; 
‘'^“*3 am eontemt to take tliy culf * as a loan, but I 
jv eh.inr any thee with usury as deep as ever thy 
t b.i(jk to tup(*ro exacted in his traffic.* 

» s as Incl idlleu’ftJliat presently,’ said fho friar. 

511 reco]let*tit)nt, (2^vell iioicaplain, ‘what art thou 
'.wi* r ‘laijgiT .tnd oiitPK our Trystiiig- 

Md of the d(>ath-iiynin had 
lie outlaws were again busied ’» ‘it i** a 
»ot their spoil. W.-Friar, strike 

Wt kiUjght,’ said Loi-ksipy ti.tny Wow if thou 
on, ‘ withont whoso good hL; * „ 

havl li“ that iron pot 
**'• JWtt to Ha from that mass" ’ 



at tbee— Down thou goost, an thou W'ert Goliath 
of Gath in his brazen helmet.' 

Tlic friar bared his brawny arm up to the 
elbow, and, putting his full strength to the blow, 
gave the knight a buffet that might have felled 
an ox. But his adversary stood firm as a rock, 
A loud shout was uttered l)y all the ye<iinen 
around ; for the Clerk’s Gulf was proverbial 
amongst them, and there were few who, in jest 
or earnest, had not had occasion to know its 
vigour. 

* Now, ])ricst,’ said the knight, jnilling off iiis 
gauntlet, ‘if I had vantage 011 my head, I will 
have none on my hand— stand fast as a true 
man.’ 

‘ Grnam meam dedi vapulafori — I liave given 
my cheek to the smitcr,’ saul the ])riest ; ‘an 
thou eanst stir me from the spot, ftsllow, I will 
freely bestow on thee the Jew’s ransom.* 

So spoke the buily priest, assuming, on his 
j)art, high defiance. But who may icsist hifi 
fate ? The hiilfct of the knight was given with 
such strength and good-will, that the friar rolled 
licad over heels u])on the jdain, to the great 
amazement of all the spectators. But he arose 
neither angiy nor ciestf alien. 

‘Brother,’ said lie to the knight, ‘thou 
shoiildst have used tliy sticngth with more dis- 
(‘rction. I had mumbled but a lame mass an 
thou liadst broken my jaw, for the piper ^ilays 
ill that wants the nether chops. Nevertheless, 
there is my hand, in friendly witness that I will 
exchange no more cuffs witli thee,< having been 
a loser by the barter. End now all unkindness. 
Let us put tlio Jew to ransom, since the lco 2 >ard 
w'ill not change his spots, and a Jew he will 
continue to be.' 

‘ The priest,’ said Clement, ‘ is not half so con- 
fident of the Jew’s conversion, since he received 
that buffet on the ear.* 

‘Go to, knave, what jiratcst thou of conver- 
sions? — what, is tliere no resjiect ?— -all masters 
and no men ?— I tell thee, fellow, I was somewhat 
totty when I received the good knight’s blow, or 
I had kept my ground under it. But an thou 
gibest more of it, thou shall learn 1 can give as 
well as take.* 

‘ Peace all ! * said the captain. ‘ And thou, 
Jew, think of thy ransom ; thou noedcst not to 
bo told that thy race are held to he accursed in 
all Christian communities, and trust me that we 
cannot endure ‘^hy presence among us. Think, 
tlierofore, of an offer, while I examine a prisoner 
of another cast.* 

‘ Were many of Frdiit-dc-Bceufs men t&ken ?* 
demanded the Black Knight. 

‘ None of note enough to be put to ransom,* 
answered the captain ; ‘a set of hilding fellows 
there were, whom we dismissed to find them a 
new master — enough had been done for revenge 
and profit ; the bunch of them were not worth a J 
cardccu. Tlie prisoner I sjieak of is better bo^tyJ 
— a jolly monk riding to visit his Iciffan, an l’ 
may judge by his horse-gear and wearing ap-' 
jiarcl.—Hero cometh the wortj^y prolate, as pert 
as a pyet* And, betweciv' two yeomen, was 
brought before the sylvan throne of the outlaw 
chief our friend, Prior Aymer of JorvauU. 
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— -Flower of warriors, 

How is't with Titus Lax|ius? 

Mancius. As with a man busied about decrees, 

Condemning some to death and some to exile, 

Ransoming him or pitying, threatening the other. 

Cor.)LANus. 

The captive prior's features and manners ex- 
hibited a whimsical mixture of olfcnded pride, 
and deranged foi)pery, and^ bodily terror. 

‘ Why, how now, my masters ? ’ said he, with 
a voice in which all three emotions were blended. 

* What order is this among yc ? I5c yc Turks or 
Christians, that handle a churclitiiaii ? — Know 
yo what it is via9ivj! imp(mer*G in. servos Domini? 
Yc have plundered my mails— torn my cope of 
curious cut laec, which might have served a car- 
dinal ! Another in my place would have been 
at his esccommunicabo vos ; but I am placable, 
and if ye order forth my ]»alfreys, release my 
brethren, and restore my mails, tell down with 
all speed an hundred crowns to be expended in 
masses at the high altar of .Torvaulx Ahhey, and 
make your vow to eat no venison until next 
Pentecost, it may bo you shall hear little more 
of this mad frolic. ’ 

‘ Holy father,’ said the chief outlaw, ‘ it grieves 
me to think that you liave met with such usage 
from any of my Jjfdlowers, as calls for your 
fatherly reprehension.’ 

‘ Usage ! •echoed the priest, encouraged by tlie 
mild tone of the sylvan leader; * it were* usage 
fit for no hound of good race— much less for a 
Christian — far less for a priest —and least of all 
for the prior of the holy community of Jorvaulx. 
Here is a profane and drunken minstrel, called 
Allan-a-Dale — ncbiUo quidam — ^who has menaced 
me with corporal punishment — nay, with death 
itself, an I ivw down four hundred crowns 
of ransom, to the boot of all llic treasure lie hath 
already robbed me of — gold chains and gymmal 
■ Tings to an unknown value ; besides what is 
broken and spoiled among tbeir nidc bands, 
such as my pouncct-box and silver crisping- 
tongs.’ 

* It is impossible that Allan-a-Dale can have 

thus treated a man of your bearing,’ ro])lied tlic 
captain. • 

* It is true as the gosiicl of Saint Nicodemus,’ 
said the prior ; ‘ ho swore, with many a cruel 
north-country oath, that he would hang me up 
on the highest tree in the greenwood.’ 

* Did he so in very deed^ N ay, then, reverend 
father, I think you had better comply with his 
demands— for Allan-a-Dale is the very man to 
abide by his word when he has so pledged it.’ * 

m You do but jest with me, ’ said the astounded 
Wn'ior, with a forced laugh ; * and I love a good 
jest with all my heart. But, ha ! lia ! lia ! 
wlien the niirtli has lasted the livelong night, 
dt is tiraesto be grave in the morning.’ 

* And l am as gi’ave as a father confessor,’ rc- 
, plied tbe outlaw ; ^you must pay a round ransom. 

Sir PHor;, or your convent is likely to be called 

A oQiumlssary is .said to have received similar consola- 
tion from a certain commander-in-chief, to whom be com- 
plained that a general officer had used some such threat 
towards him as that in the text. 

, . '■ ''iw . . 


621 


to a new election ; for 'your place will know you 
no more.’ 

‘Are ye Christians,* said the prior, ‘and hold 
this language to a churchman ? ^ 

* Christians ! ay, marry are wo, and have 
divinity among us to boot,’ answered the outlaw. 

‘ Let our bupni chaplain stand forth, and ex- 
pound to this reverend father the texts which 
concern this matter.’ 

The friar, half-drunk, half-sober, bad huddled 
a friar’s frock over his green cassock, and now, 
summoning together whatever scraps of learning , 
he liad acquired by rote in former days, ‘ Holy ' 
father,’ said he, *Dfus faciat saJvam hcniqnitatem 
wstram — You are welcome to the greenwood.’ 

‘What profane mnmmery is tliis?’ said the 
prior. ‘ Fneiu*, if thoube’st indeed of thcChurch, 
it were a better deed to show nic how I may 
oscajie from these men’s hands, than to stan<l 
ducking and giinning here like a morris-dancer.’ 

‘Truly, reverend father,’ said the fnar, ‘I 
know but one mode in which Ihon niayest escape. 
.This is Saint Andrew’s day with us, we are 
taking our tithes.* 

‘But not of the Cbnrcli, then, 1 trust, my 
good brother ? * said the jirior. 

‘Of Glinrch and Jay,’ said the friar; ‘and 
therefore, Sir Prior, /ac/fc vohis arnicos dc Mam- 
■mone miqniiatis — make yourselves friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteousness, for no other friend- 
ship is like to servo your turn.’ 

‘ I love a jolly woodsman at lieart,’ said tl)o 
pnor, softening his tone ; ‘ come, ye must not 
deal too hard with me — I can well of woodcraft, 
and c.an wind a horn clear and lustily, and hollo 
till every oak rings again— Come, ye must not 
deal too hard with me.’ 

‘ Give him a horn,’ said the outlaiv ; ‘ we will 
prove the skill he boasts of.’ 

The I’rior Aymer winded a blast accordingly. 
The eajitain shook his head. 

‘ Sir Prior,’ he said, ‘ thou blowest a merry 
note, but it may not ransom thee — we cannot 
aftbrd, as the legend on a good knight's shield 
hath it, to set thee free for a blast. Moreover, 

I have found thee — tlioii art one of those who, 
with new Fiench graces and Tra-li-ras, disturb 
the ancient English bugle notes. — I'rior, that 
last flourish on the rccheat hath added fifty 
crowns to thy ransom, for cornipting the true 
old maul} blasts of venerie.’ 

‘Well, friend,’ said the prior peevi.slily, 
‘thou art ill to please with thy woodcraft. I 
]n'ay thee be more conformable in this matter 
of iny ransom. At a word — since I must needs^ ' 
for once, liold a candle to the devil — what ran- 
som am I to pay tor walking on Watling Street, 
without having liftv men at my back ? ’ 

‘ Were it not weil,’ said the lieutenant pf the * 
gang apart to the caiitaiy'^that the prior should 
name the Jew’s ransom^ and the Jew name the 
prior’s ? ’ jr 

‘Thou art a ma^knavc,’ said the captain, 

‘ but tliy plan trj^iscends ! — Here, Jew, step 
forth. — Look at holy Father Aymer, prior 

of the rich Abbey of Jorvaulx, and tell tts at 
wbat ransom should held him !— TUbil know- 
est the incom^ of his con vent, I warrant thee.!’ 

‘0, assurMly,* said Isaac, ‘I h»y6 traflSeked 
! mth, the.<g(>od fathenb bought wheat and ; 
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barley, and fniila of llio earth, and also much 
wool. 0, it a rich ahboy-stede, and they do 
live tij)ou lilt' fit, and drink the sweet wines 
upon tlio Ices, these good fathers of Jorvaulv. 
Ah, if an ontca'st like nic had such a home to 
go to, and such incomings hy the year and hy 
iJie month, I would pay much gold and siher to 
redeem my captivity.’ 

‘Jlound of a Jew !’ exclaimed the yu-ior, ‘no 
one knows l)etlcr than thy ovm cursed m li, that 
our holy hous** of (lod is indehlcd for the iinish- 
itig of our chancel ' 

‘And for tlic storing of your ccllais in the 
last season with the tlue allowance* of (Jascon 
wine,’ inforruj)ted the Jew; ‘hut tlmi -that is 
small inatleis.’ 

‘Hear the infidel dog < ’ said tho ehurehmau ; 
‘he janglt . as if our Indj" oinmunify did «Mmc 
un<ler debts for the win<*s \ve have a liccuee to 
(Irluk propter rtereHsifaff’in, cf ft<f fnatt'i 
ilmu The eircuiiieiscd villain blaspliemcth the 
holy ('hurch, an I (dnistiaii incu Ibteii ami 
jebuke him not ! ’ 

‘All this li(‘Jj»s Tjotbiii':;,* paid the leader. 
‘Isaac, pronounce what lie may ]>ay, witliout 
flaying both liMe and haii.* 

‘An six hundred eiow-ns’ said Isaac, ‘the 
good ]H*ior niiclit well yny to your hononied 
valours, niid never sit lev. soft in his stall.’ 

‘Six humlred erowusj’said the loader gravely; 

* I am contented -thou luM well spoken, ls,ia •, 
— six hiuidrcd crowns.- -It is a sentence, Sir 
Trior.’ 

‘A sentence’ - a sentence!’ exclainic‘1 the 
band ; *So!«nnon liad not done it bettei.’ 

‘I’hou hearest thy doom, I’rioj,* siid the 
leader. 

‘Ye are nnd, iiiy masters,’ cnid tho prior; 
‘where am 1 to find vsnch a sum t Jj [ sell the 
very pyx and candlesticks on tho altar at Jor- 
vanlx, 1 bhill scarce raise tlie half; and il will 
bo necessary for jh.it yuirpose th.it [ go to Jor 
vaiilx myself: ye m.iy retain as honows* niv 
two jiriests.’ 

‘That will he lait blind tried,’ Mid the out- 
law ; ‘wo will retain thee, Prior, and send them 
to fetch thy ransom. TIioii shalt not want a 
cup of wino and a oollo[) of venison the wdiile ; 
anil if tlioii lovesf woodcraft, thou shalt see sncli 
as your mirth coiinlry never witnessed.* 

‘Or, if .so ])le.isc you,’ s.iid Isaac, wdlling to 
curry favour witli the outlaws, ‘1 can send to 
York for the six hundred crowns, out of certain 
moneys in my hands, if so b(3 tlut the moct 
reverend prior pres uit will grant me a lyuittance.’ 

‘He sh.all grant time wh.atcvcr thou dost list, 
Isaac,’ said tho captain; ‘and tlioii shell lay 
down tho redemption money for Trior Aymer a, 
well as for thyself.’ 

‘For myself’ ah, courageous sirs,’ said the 
Jew, ‘1 am a broken and impoverished man ; a 
boggards sbitf must be tny portion through life, 
opposing 1 were to p.iy fifty crowns.* 

‘Tho prior shall judge of that matter,* replied 
the captain.— ‘How ay you, Father Ayinor? 
CSoji Uic Jew a(To”d a good ransom '( ’ 

* o-lford a ransom answered the 

« Borg^, or borrows, signifte* p'ed^. Hmce our 
wqii 4 ;p borrow, because we pledge ouib^es to restore 
II ivnt ^ 
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piior. — ‘ Is he not Isaac of York, rich enough to 
redeem tlic eajitivity of tho tea tribes of Israel 
who wcio led into Assyrian bondage?- I have 
.seen l»ut littb* of him myself, but our cellarer 
and treasurer have deajlt largely with him, and 
Kjiort say.s that bis house at York is so Ml of 
gold and .silver as is a shumo in any Christian 
iand. Marvel it is to all living Christian hearts 
lli.st such gnawdiig adders should be sullcred to 
eat in{o the bowels of the state, and oven of the 
holy rimrch Imisell, with foul usuries and ex- 
t<»itioiis.’ 

‘Hold, f.iiher,’ said the Jew', ‘mitigate and 
assnag'' your eholor. 1 jiray of your reverene<» 
jo remember tint 1 foiee my moneys n]>on in* 
one. 3hit when ebnrehmen ami laymen, prinee 
and prior, kniglil 'aud priest, Vome knocking to 
Isft;ic’s <li*or, lIi y borrow' not bis shekels with 
th so uncivil t(Tms. It is tlion, Friend Isaac, 
will you pleisni'* ns in this matter, and our day 
sh.ili bo truly Le]u, *-o Cod sa’ me nnd, Kiml 
I Is no, it evtT wui servc.l man, show yoinvlf a 
' Itiend in this ueul. Ami when the day comes, 

‘ and T ask my own, tlnm wh.it liear 1 hut diinned 
Jew, and the emse of Kgyjd on uiiir tube, and 
.all that may stir up the rude and uiieivil jiojni 
laec against ]>oor straugi’rs ! ’ 

‘ Trior,’ said the eapUiin, ‘Jew* though he is, 
he hath in this ‘.poken well. Do tliou therefoie 
name his ransom, as ho named thine, without 
(uithcr rude teinis.’ 

‘None ])ut liftro famosus -ih(‘ interpretation 
w'hoicot,’ said the piioi, ‘will 1 give at some 
other time and tub*- would place a ('hristian 
jirchite and an nnliipti/ed Jew upon the same 
bemJj. Ihit sime y* uvpiire me to put a ]>neo 
nj>on this e.iitiff, I tell} on opeiil}' that ye will 
W'long yoursolvi*'. if yon take from him a jienrjy 
under a (liousand crowns.’ 

‘A sentence !— a seutciiccl’ said the chief 
outlaw. 

‘ A sentence .a sentence ’ ’ shouted his asses- 
sor -. ; ‘ the Chiistiari has show n his good unrture, 
and dealt villi ns more generously than the 
Jew.’ 

‘Tlie Hod of my fathers help me!’ said the 
Jew* ; ‘will ye be.ir to the giound an iinpov ei ished 
(S’eatnre ^ - I am this (hy childless, and will yo 
dcpi-ivc mo ol the means of liveliliood ? * 

‘Thou wilt Iiavo the less to provide for, Jew, 
if thou art childless,' said Aymer. 

‘Alas ! my lord,’ said Isaac, ‘your law permits 
you not to know how tho child of our bosom is 
entwined with tiro strings of onv heart. — O 
Rebe(*ca ’ daughter of my beloved Rachel I were 
each leaf on that tree a zeeehiii, and each zeccliin 
mine own, all tlmt mass of wealth wrould I give 
to know whetlicr thou trt alive, and escaped the 
hands of tire TS'jrzarenc ! 

‘Was not thy daughter dark-haired?* said' 
one of tlie outlaws ; ‘and wore she not a veil of 
twisted sendah broiderod with silver I ' 

‘She did ! —she did ! ’ said the old man, trem- 
bling with eagerness, as formerly with fear. 

‘ Tho blessing of Jacob be ujion thcc I cau.st tliou 
tell me aught of her safety t * 

‘It w'as she, then,* said tho yeoman, ‘who 
was carried off hy the proud Templar, when he 
broke through our ranks on yc.stcr-oven, I had 
drawn my bow to send a shaft after him^ but 
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spared him even for tlie sake of the damsel, who 
I feared might take harm from the arrow/ 

‘ 0 ! ’ answered the Jew, ‘ 1 would to God 
thou liadst sliot, though tho arrow Imd ]>i(U’cod 
her bosom !— Better the tomb of her father >1 
than the dishonourable couch of tho licoiilious 
and savage Templar. Ichabod ’ Tehabod • the 
glory Intn dopartod from my liou.se.* 

‘ Friends,* s«iid the chief, lookiug r md, ‘the 
old man is but a Jew, uatbeless bis guef toudies 
me.— Do'd uprightly wilh us, Isao* uill paybig 
this ransom ot a Ihoii&and erowiis lea\c Ihce 
altogether penniless ’ ’ 

Isaac, rcciilled to think of liis uoi Icily goods, 
tho love of which, ])y dint oI inveterate habit, 
coiiti*U(h<l evtjn with liis pan‘iil.il aireciioii, gr«‘w 
pale, htammereilf and could not deny ilieie might 
be some small surjilns. 

‘ Well —go to \\Ij.d thoiiglj tbcie be/ said 
the outlaw, S\c will not reckon thee to(» 
closely. WiLlioul tnvsnie tl ou niay< d ns \»ell 
hope to redeem thy dnld from the elnteht‘s ol 
Sir Ihian do Bois-(liull)er(. as to shoot a siag- 
royfil witli a beadles', shall. -Wo A\dl take thee 
at the same ransom with Trior Aynier, or ratio r 
at one liuiidied crowns Iowit, whicli liundj<d 
cruw'ijs 1 hall be mine*’ own peculiai hns, and not 
light upon this woish)]»rnl eommiinily ; and ‘o 
wo shall avoid the heinouo olfc'iiee of latinga Jew 
merchant as high os a (''liristiun ])relate, and 
thou wdt have five liniidied erowois remaining 
to treat for thy dftugh lei’s ransom. Templars 
love the glitter of silver shekels as well .as the 
sparkle of bhiek eyes. - -Tlaslen to make thy 
erowns clunk in tho eai of I)e Bo’ Gir’llmt, ere 
worse conies of it. Thou wilt i'li I him, as our 
scouts have brought notice, at the next Treeep- 
tory house of his Order. — Paid I w*ell, my merry 
mates ? * 

The yeomen expressed their wonted accpiies- 
cenec in tlicir leadei’a cgiiiiion ; and Isiac*, re- 
lieved of (ftje-liall of Ills np])i(*hcii‘.ious, by 
learning that his daughter lived, and might 
jawsibly be I'diisoined, tJircw himscdf at the feel 
of the generous outlaw, and, lubhing his beard 
against his buskins, sought to kiss llie hem of 
bis green cassock. The eajitaiii drew himself 
back, and fxtrh-ated himself tiom the dew’s 
grasp not without some mniks of contempt. 

‘Nay, bealiiawv thee, mai^ up wdlli tine! 1 
am Euglioh born, and Ioa’C no sueli Ka&lern 
prostrations. —Kneel to God, lyid not to a poor 
sinner like me.’ 

‘Ay, Jew',’ said Trior Ayiner, ‘kneel to God, 
as represented in the swvaut of his altar, and 
who knows, with thy siiiecro io])eutaure and 
duo gifts to the slmiie of Saint Uobevi, what 

8 race thou niayest a<-(iuirc for thyself and thy 
aughter Rebecca ! I giiovo for the maiden, for 
she is of fair and comely count cuanee, —1 behold 
her in the lists of Ashby. Also Brian de Bois- 
(luilbert is one with whom I may do much — 
bethink thou how thou mayest deserve my good 
word wdtn him.’ 

* Alas ! alas I * said tho Jew, ‘ on every hand 
the spoilers. arise a^^ainst me— I am given as a 
prey unto the Assyrian, and a prey vmto him oi 
Egypt/ 

^And what else should be the lot of thy 
aocuracd race ? ’ answered the prior ; * for what 


saith holy writ, t^rhum Domini p’r/c'ccriud. H 
fst niiUa in they have cast foitb 
the woid of the liord, and there is no wisdom in 
llicm ; praptcrcu daho muUcves corum erferia- J 
will give their women to strangers, that is, to 
tho Temid'ir, as in the present matter ; H this- 
auras forum hrretiihui, ahenh^ and their treasuies 
to ollipTs as in the pu'^enf case to those honcf-t 
gentlemen.’ 

Ts;iae gviKin.d diepl\, .-uel Ij^-gan to wTing his 
hand'., and to ielap-,( nito hi slate of desolation 
and (hspair. T»iit llu Ic uh i tl tiiC ^eoiiKU led 
him aside. 

‘ Advise thee well, Isa.Te ’ ‘•aid ]j(*(ksley, * wlint 
thou wilt do in this in.itli \ ; my eounsol to thee 
IS to make a tiieiiij of tliis < hint limnu. lie is 
v.'iin, Is.iac, and he is eoit Itai-, ; lea t lie needvS 
money to snp|>ly Ijis ])iolnsi«ii. Thou <anst 
easiH gi.itih his gietd ; ttn think not llud I am 
IJinded ]>y thy puti\i^ oi po\erty. ’1 nm 
iidniKitel^ aeipi.dfitt tl, Isaie, villi tin mm/ iitm 
ehtst in wdiich thou tlost kt r ]» lh\ niom*^ -bag-?.- 
\Mnii > know I no! the gusd ^tono beneath the 
aji]»le tiee, tli.at leads ini o tin lasdted (liiunbei 
umlir thy g;ii(lcii at N'oiL '' Tin Jt w' gitw as 
pale as (Ic.ith.- ‘But t<;ir nothing tiom me,’ 
etmliimetl the yeoman, ‘ loi wo eie ot old ac- 
quainted. Dtist thou ntd remeinlur llic sick 
yvomaii whom tli\ f.ij daughter Bebccca le 
deemed fioin llie gwes at Voik, i ntl kejit him 
in thy house till las lienltli was icstoied, when 
thou didst dbmiss him reco'seitsl, .'uid with a 
I piece ol money IJsuni as thou ait, thou did^t 
I never place coin nt ht tin inteiest Iban that poor 
! siher niaik, ioj it has this ila} sa^ed tine live 
huiidietl crowns.’ 

‘And thou mt he whom we calhd Ibccon 
Bend-thc-Bow ’ said Isaac ; ‘ I thought ever I 
knew the aecoiit of thy \oice.’ 

‘I am Bend' llie- Bow,’ said the 4‘aptain, ‘and 
Loeksity, and liave a gooil name bobides all 
these/ 

‘But thou ait mistaken, pood Bend-ihe-Bow, 
(oneerning th.tt .same vaulnd npaitmenl. So 
help me llfavin, ns theie is nought in it but 
some nieichandiso whicJi 1 will gladly part with 
to you one lmudn‘d yaids ot IJneoin gi'ecu U 
make doublets to thy men, and a hundred staves 
of Span is] i yew to make bow.s, niid one hundied 
silken bowstrings, lough, round, ami sound,- - 
tliesu will I .send tliee for thy good-will, Imnest 
Ducon, an thou wilt keej» silence about tin 
vault, my good Difcon,’ 

‘ Silent ,ns a donnou,‘*e/ said Ibe outlaw" ; ‘and 
novel trust me but 1 am giievid for lliy (liiugbter. 
But 1 may not help it - The 'rcTn])lai*s lauccR are 
too strung for my aicbery iu tbe open lield- -tliey 
would scatter us like dust. Had I but known it 
was Rebecca when sbo was boine olV, somothiiig 
might have hoeii done ; bat now thou must needs 
proceed by policy. Come, shall I treat for tbeo 
with the prior ? * 

‘In God’s name, Diccon, an tliou causl, aid 
me to recover the child of my bosom 1 * 

‘Bo not tliou' ini ernipt me with thine ill- 
timed avarice,* ^id the outlaw, * and I will deal 
with hitb in l^y behalf.* 

He then nimod from the Jew, who followed 
him, howeyfer, as closely as his aliadow, 

‘ Prior 4fyiucp,’ i,aid the captain, f come apart 
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with mo under iJiii tree. Mon say thou dost 
lovo will©, and a lady’s smile, better than be- 
seems tljy Older, Sir Priest ; but with tliat I 
have nought to do. I have heard, too, thou 
dost lo\'o a brace ot f'oo.l dogs and a fleet horse, 
and it nn'iy well l>o tint, loving things which arc 
costly to come by, thou hatest not a purse of 
gold. Jiut 1 have ii^vcr heard that thou didst 
love oppression or cruelty. — Now, here is Isaac 
willing to give theo the means of pleasure and 
jiastiino in a bag containing one Itundrcd niaiks 
of silver, if thy intercession with thine ally the 
Templar shall avail to piocuie the freedom of his 
dauglitcr.’ 

‘In safety nnd honour, as ^hen taken fiom 
me,’ said the .Ic>\, ‘ otliciwise it is no haigain.* 

‘ Peace, Lsa.ic,’ said the outlaw, ‘ or I give up 
Ihiiio inh*rcst. What say you to this my 
puriiosc, Prior Ayimu* ' ’ 

* The rnatti'i,’ <jiioth tlie piior, ‘is of a mixed 
coudilioii ; for if I do a good on the one hand, 
yet, on the other, il godh to the vantage of a 
dew, and in so much is against *:iy conscience. 
Yet, if the Israelite \\ill advantag** the ('liurch 
hy giving me somewhat over to the laiilding of 
our dorloni,* I will take it on niy conscicnco to 
aid him in the nnticr of his daiigliter.’ 

‘ For a .score of marks to the dortour,* said the 
outlaw, — ‘lie still, 1 say, Isaac ^ - or for a hracc 
of silver candhMticks to the altar, we will not 
stand with you.' 

‘ Nay, hut, good Diocon Pcnd-the-How ’- said 
Isaac, endcavoming to interpose. 

‘dood Jew good beast - good earthworm*’ 
said the yeoman, losing patience ; ‘an thou dost 
go on to put thy liltliy lucre in the balance with 
thy (laughter's hio and lionour, by Heaven, I 
will stiip tlu'c of every niaravcdi tliou hast in 
the woud, hefoH' thivc days aixj out ! ’ 

Isaac .shrunk together, and v/as silent. 

‘ And what pledge am 1 to have for all this ?’ 
said the piioi. 

‘ Wlicii Isiac letuins successful lliroiigh j'our 
incdiaLjon,’ '-lid the outlaw', ‘I swM'ar by Bamt 
Jlubcrt, J wJil mm thit he jmys tine tlic money 
m gool .sil\cr, oi 1 will reckon with liim lor it 
in such soil, he had better liave jwiid twenty 
such Simla. ' 

‘ Well, then, Jew,' said Aynier, ‘since I must 
needs meddle in this matter, let me liave the u.se 
of tliy writing -tablets though, hold- lather 
than use thy pt'ii, I would fast for twenty-four 
houm, a»id where .shall I liiid one 

‘If your holy .scrujJes tan di.spenso with 
using the Jew’s tablets, for the pen I can liinj^a 
lenu'dy,’ .said the yiumnin ; and, li^ose wliieh 
bow', he aimt‘d his shaft at 'arlvance guard 
was s<)Aring ovtr their loc, wdiieli were wingim^ 
of a phalanx of his hint and .solitary feus ol 
their wa> to Mie di^tamc Uutlpriiig down 
llolderne.ss. The ImkX 


dited an epistle to Brian de Bois-Guilbert, and, 
liaving carefully sealed up the tablets, delivered 
them to the Jew, saying, * This will be thy safe- 
conduct to the J’recoptory of Templestowo, and, 
a.s 1 think, is most likely to accomplish the 
delivery of thy daughter, if it be well backed 
with proffers ot advantage and commodity at 
tliino own hand ; for, trust me well, the good 
knight Bois-Guilberl i.s of their confrateiuity 
that do nought lor noiiglit,* 

‘Well, prior,’ said the outlaw, ‘I will detam 
thee no longer here th.'iii to give the Jew aequic- 
tanee for the live huinlred croivns at which thy 
l•an^om i.s fixed— I accept of liim for my jiay- 
master ; nnd if I hear that }e boggle at allowing 
him in his aeeomjits the sum so paid by him. 
Saint Mary lefnse me, an I lnPin not the abbey 
over tliiim bend^ tl.\nigh I liang ten years the 
soon^'i ! ’ 

With a much w'orse grace tlian that wherewith 
he liad p(uni(d the letter ii> Bois-Gullbert, the 
piior XVI ote an at(|uittaiice, discharging Isaac of 
Volk ol five hniidied Clowns, advanced to him in 
his need for accjiiittal of lii>. taiisoin, and faith- 
liilly^ promising to hold true coiiipt with him for 
that .sum. 

‘And now,’ said Prior Aymer, *I will pray 
you of restitution or iiiy mules and palfrey.s, and 
the freedom ot the re\er(*nd brcthien attending 
upon me, and also of the gynimal rings, jewels, 
and fail vestures, of which I have been despoiled, 
ha\ ing now' satisfied you for my raii.som as a tnie 
1 prisoner.’ 

j ‘Touching your hretliien, Sir Prior,’ said 
Lock.sley, ‘ tliey shall have ]nc.sent freedom, it 
I w'ere unjust to detain tlicm ; touching your 
horse.s and mules, they .shall also be restored, 
witli such s])ending money as may enable you to 
reach York, for it xvere cruel to deprive you of 
the moans of joiirm^ing. — But as conocriiing 
lings, jew'cls, chains, and xvliat e)se, you must 
und(u stand that we are men ol tender consciences, 
and will not yield to a veiieiablo man like your- 
self, xvho shonUl he dead to the vanities of this 
life, the stiong lemjitation to break the rule of 
Iiis foundation, liy veaiing rings, eliaius, or 
other vain gainls.’ 

‘Tliiiik w'hat yon do, my masters,’ said the 
prior, ‘ere you put >om hand on the Church’s 
patiimoiiy -These tilings aio intfr m saeras, 
and I w'ot not what judguicnt might ensue w'ero 
they to he handled by laical hiiiids.’ 

‘ I wdll lake eare of that, revcieud prior,’ said 
the ^kmmanhnrc** r < for 1 will 

‘ ^‘iid, or brother,’ .said the prior, in answer 
to this solutum of his doubts, ‘if thou hast 
jeally taken religious ordei-s, 1 pray thee to look 
how thou xvilt aiisAvcr to thine official for the 
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sh.are thou liast taken in this day’s work,’ 

I^rieml Prior,’ returned the Jiermtt, ‘you are 
to knoxv that I belong to a little diocese, where 
I am my own diocesan, and care as little for the 
I>i.sliop ol ork as I do for the Abbot of Joi’vaulx, 
the ]»nor, and all the convent.’ 

. "tMyirrei^Uar,’ said the prior! 

one of those disorderly men, who, taking ou 
them the sacred character without dua oauset 
profane the holy rites, and endanger the souls of 
those who take counsel at their hands j lajfiiUif 
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^ro pwne condonomLes Us, giving tliem stones in- 
stead of bread, as the Vulgate hath it.’ 

*Nsy,’ said tlio friar, *an my brain-pan could 
have been brokon by Latin, it had not held so 
long together.— I say, that easing a world of such 
mis- proud priests as thou art of their jewels 
and their gimcracks, is a lawful spoiling of the 
Egyptians.^ 

‘Thou be’st a hedge-priest,’* said t^o prior, 
in great wrath, * excommunicaho vos.* 

‘Thou bo’st thyself more like a thief and a 
heretic,’ said the friar, equally indignant ; ‘ I will 
pouch up no such atfront before iny i>arishioners, 
as thou thinkest it not shame to put upon me, 
although I be a revcreTid brother to thee, (hsa 
pcrfnngamy I will break your bones, as the 
Vulgate hath it.’* • 

‘ Hola ! ' cried the ca})tiiiji, ‘ come the reverend 
brethren to such terms ?— Keep tliine assurance 
of peace, friar. — Prif>r, an thou hast not made 
thy peace perfect witl\ Cod, provoke the friar no 
further. -"Hermit, let tins vcvcMond lather depart 
in ])eaoo, as a ransomed man.’ 

The yeomen separated the incensed priests, 
who continued to luise their voices, vituperating 
each other in bad Latin, which the prior delivered 
the more fluently, and the liennit with greater 
vehemenec. The jnior at length recollected 
himself snfliciniitly to he aware that ho was 
compromising his dignity by squabbling with 
such a hedge -priest as the outlaw’s eliaplain, 
an<l, being joined l»;f his attendants, rode oil' with 
considerably Jess pomp, and in a much moic 
apostolical condition, so far as worldly matters 
were concerned, than ho had exhibited befoie 
this rencounter. 

It remained that the Jew' should produce sonic 
'Security for tlie ransom which ho was to pay ou 
the prior’s account, as well as upon his own. He 
gave, accoi'dingly, an order scaled with his signet, 
to a brother of his tribe at York, requiring liim to 
pay to the bearer the sum of a thousand crowns, 
and to deliver certain merchandises siieeilied in 
the note. 

‘ Hy brother Sheva,’ he said, gi’oaning deeply, 
‘ hath the key of my warehouses.’ 

‘And of tlie vaulted chamber?’ whispered 
Locksley, 

‘ No, no — may Heaven foi feiid ! ’ said Isaac ; 
^Gvil is the hour that let lyiy one whomsoever 
into that secret.' 

^ ‘It is safe with me,’ said tl*c outlaw, ‘so be 
that this thy scroll ])roducc the sum therein 
nominated and set down.— lUit what now% Isaac? 
art dead? art stupelicd ?*hath the payment of a 
thousand crowns put thy daughter’s peril out of 
thy mind ? ’ 

, Ilie Jew started to liis feet. — ‘ No, Diccon, no 

I* will presently sot foith. — Farewell, thou 
\Vhom I may not call good, and dare not and 
will not call evil.’ 

, Yet ere Isaac departed, the outlaw chief be- 
stowed qn him this parting advice : — ‘Be liberal 
of thine offers, Isaac, and s])are not tliy purse 
for thy daughter’s safety. Credit me, that the 
gold thou shalt spare in her cause will hereafter 
give thee as much agony as if it were poured 
molten down thy throat. 


* Note JL Hed^e-pricsts. • 


Isaac acfjuiesecd with a deep gi'oan, and &i t 
forth on Ins jounicy accompanied by two tall 
foresters, who were lo be hh guides, and at the 
same time his guards, through the wood. 

The Black Knight, w'ho had seen with no small 
interest these various }>roceodings, now took his 
IcAVC of the oiithaw in turn ; nor could he avoid 
expressing his surprise at liaving witnessed so ' 
much civil policj’^ .amongst persons cast out from ‘ 
all the ordinary protection and influence of the 
law’s. 

‘Good fruit. Sir Knight,’ said the yeoman,' , 
‘w’ilJ sometimes grow on a sorry tree ; and evil 
times are not ahvays productive of evil alone and 
uiimixcd. Amongst those who are drawn into 
this lawless state, there arc, doubtless, numbers 
who w’ish to exercise its licence with some modera- 
tion, and some w'ho regret, it iriiiy be, that they 
are obliged to follow' such a trade at all.’ 

‘ And to one of tliosc,' said the knight, ‘ I am 
now, I presume, speaking ? ’ 

‘Sir Knight,’ said the outlaw’, *\vc have each 
our secret. You are welcome to form your judg- 
ment of me, and 1 may use my conjectures touch- 
ing you, though neither of our shafts may hit 
the mark they arc shot at. But as I do not pray 
to ho admitted into your mystery, he not offended 
that I preserve my own.’ 

‘1 Clave ])ardoii, bravo outlaw,’ said tbo 
knight ; ‘ your reproof is just. But it may he wo 
shall meet hereafter with less of concealment on 
cither side. — Meanwhile we part friends, do w’o 
not ? * 

‘There is my hand njioii it,’ said Lockbloy ; 

‘ and I will call it the hand of a true Knglishman, 
though an outhw for the ]n’cscnt.’ 

‘ And there is mine in return,’ said the knight; 

‘ and I hold it honoured hy being clasped with 
yours. For he that does good, having the nn- 
limited power to do evil, deserves praise not 
onl}’- for the good w'hieh he ])crforms, Vait for the 
evil which he forbears. Fare-tliec-well, gallant 
outlaw I * 

Tlius parted that fair fellowship; and he of 
the Fetterlock, mounting np<m liis strong w’ar- 
horse, rode olf througli the lorcst. 


C//Ar77SE XA\Y/V. 

John, ril tell thee what, my '"friend, 

He is a very serpent iii my way ; 

And wheitisoe’er this foot of mine doth tre^, 

He lies before me. -Dost thou understand me? 

King John. 

There w’a.s brave feasting in the castle of 
York, to wliich Prince John had invited those 
nobles, prelates, and leaders, by whose assistance- 
ho hoped to carry through liis ambitious projects 
u]x>u his brother’s throne. \Valdemar Fitzurte, 
his able and politic agent, Avas at secret work 
among them, tempering all to that pitch of 
courage which waa necessary in making an oppn , 
declaration of tl^^sir purpose. But their enter; 
prise was delayed by the absence of more 'thaU 
one main limb qf the conMeracy. "ipie stubborn^ . 
and daring,, though bnital courage of Front-de^ , , 
Bceuf; th^f buoyant spirit apd hold bearing of..: 
Pe Eracy y the sagacity, martial experience, andiiH 
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jt^itoWzked. valour t)f Brian tie Bois-Gnilbcrt^ wero 
Aimplfirtaiit to tlie success of their conspiracy j and, 
vrmle cursing in soci'ct their unnecessary and un- 
moaning absence, neither John nor his adviser 
dared to proceed without them. Isaac the Jew 
also scorned to have vanished, and with him the 
hope of certain sums of money, making up the 
suiisidy for wdiioli rriuoo Jolin had contracted 
with that Israelite and his brethren. Tins 
doHcienoy was likely to prove peiiious in an 
emergency so critical. 

' It was on the morning after tlio fjul of Toi^uil- 
Stono, that a eonrursed leport ln-gaii to spread 
abroad in tbo city <tf Vork, Ihat l>e Braey and 
Bois'Uuilbert, with ilicir (•ourcdcnito Froiit-do- 
Bicuf, bad been Ukcii or slain. Waldcmar 
brought the rumour to Prinoo .bdiu, announcing 
that be feared its truth, ilic more that they liad 
settuit willi a s!ii;dl altcndauce, for the ]mr]) 0 sc. 
of cominittiug an assault oJi the Saxon Cedjic 
and his aitendanUs. At anotluir Lime the prince 
""VVO\i!d have treated Ihi? deed of violence as a 
jjood jest; Imt now' that it interfered with and 
iinpedcd Ills own j-Iuns, luj exclaimed against th<‘. 
jierjn liutor-i, and sj)oj\c (d' the broken laws, and 
the infringement of pu])lic order and of private 
projicrty, in a tone v.dnhdi might have become 
Ki?ig Alfred. 

*Tho unprineiplcd maraiulors • ’ he said- were 
I ever to become monarcli of England, I would 
liaug such transgrossora over the drawbridges of 
tlicir own castlv\s,’ 

^ Hut to bfsjoine monarch of Englami,’ said his 
Ahitbophol cfjoll}’, ^it is nccsissary not only that 
your Gnvco should endure tbo transgressions of 
those .unprincipled marauders, but that you 
fihiifiild alford thorn your jiroietdion, notwitli- 
-slandiug your laiidabh* zeal for the laws they are 
In the habit of iiilVmglng. 'NVo shall be iincly 
helped if the ebnrl Saxons should have rcalizeib 
ont Grace’s vision (d cenvertflig bmdal draw'- 
ridges into gibbets ; and yonder bold-spirik*d 
Cedrie seoiueth one to wdmni suchau iniaginatboi 
miglit occur. Your thaoe is w'ell aware it will 
Ikj dangerous it) stir without Fimit-de-Ibcuf, Do 
Bracy, and the Templar ; and yet W'C have gone 
. too far to recede with safety.’ 

i’rinco John struck Ids forehead with im- 
patience, and then began to stride up and down 
the apartment. 

‘Tiio villains,’ he said, Hhc base troacberous 
' villains, to desert me at lhi.s pinch ! ’ 

iNay, say rather the feather - }»a ted giddy 
' matlmen,’ said Wnhlenicar, ‘who 7nust be toy- 
1 ing with follies w'heii such business w'as in 
,iiahd.’ 

, f ‘ What is to be done ? ’ said the prince, stop- 
short before Waldemar. 
know nothing wduoh can be done,* answ^ered 
' “hiA counsellor, ‘ save that wdiioh I have already 
' 'taken order for. — 1 came not to bewail this evil 
with your Grace, until I had done my 
; tot to remedy it.* 

' ^^'Thotl'art ever my better angel, AValdemar,* 

‘ ; *ana wdicu 1 have such a chaii- 

witlial^ the reign, of John will 
in’ our annals. — Whkt hast thou 

ordered , Louis Winkelbrand, Be 


to horse, and to disjday his banner, and to set 
presently forth towards the castle of Front-de- 
Bteuf, to do wliat yet may be done for the 
succour of our friends.' 

ITince John’s face flushed with the pride of 
a spoilt child, who has undergone what ho 
conceives to he an insult. 

‘ By the face of God ! ’ he said, ‘ Waldcmar 
Fit/uVhc, much hast thou taken upon theo 1 and 
over luiilapcrt thou wart to cause trumpet to ' 
blow, or baijiicr to be laised, in a tow'u where 
ourselves were in i>rescncc, without our express 
command.’ 

‘1 cj'uve your Grace’s pardon,’ said Fitzursc, 
intcrnaMy cursing the idle vanity of his patron ; 
‘but wlicu iiine ])reysi‘d, and even the loss of 
minulcs might l>e fiifUl, 1 judged it best to take 
this much bind.'U upon me, in a matter of such 
imp.>rtauce to your Grace’s iiitcrorit.’ 

‘Tliou art i)ardoncd, Eil/uisc,’ said the 
]>rince gravely ; ‘ thy jairpose lialli atone<l for 
thy hasty vnshiKss.- - Hut whom have wc here? 
l)e Bracy hiiuw'B’, by the rood !-~and in strange 
dvtli ho conic before us.' 

It was indeed Dti Bracy --‘bloody with spur- 
ring. hcry red wi'.h speed.’ His armour boie 
all the marks of the late o!)stinate fray, being 
brokmi, defaced, and .stuincxl with blood in 
many [Jaeos, and covered witli clay and diif^ 
from tlic crest to the spur. Ujidoing Jus hclrn^l^^ 
be ])laced it on tbo table, stood a mome)c?^ 
as if to collo«.‘t him.:>clf before he told ‘ddss 
news. ' 

‘l)e Bracy,’ said Prince John, ‘what means 
this ? — Speak, 1 C'liarge tlicc ! — Arc tho Saxons 
in rebellion i ’ 

‘Sjvcak, Do Bracy,’ said Fitzurse, almost in 
the same moment vvith liis master ; ‘ thou w’ert 
wont to bo a man.-~-AVhcro is tho Templar# 
Where Front-de-Bcnnf ? ’ 

‘ The Templar is fled,’ said De Braty ; * Front- 
de-lkeuf you will never see more. He has found 
a red grave among the blazing rafters of his 
own castle, and I alone am escaped to Udl 
you.’ 

‘Cold neW'S,’ said Vraldemar, ‘to us, though 
you speak of fire and conflagration.* 

‘The woist new's is not yet said,' answei'ed 
Dc Bracy; and, coming u[) to Prince John, ho 
uttered in a low and emphatic tone — ^Bichaial 
is ill England. - -I have seen and spoken witli 
him.' ^ 

Prince John turned pale, tottered, and caught 
at ihe back of an oaken bench to support himself 
—much like to a man who receives an anw in 
his bosom. 

‘Thou raves t, De Bracy,* said Fitzurse; ‘it., 
cannot be.’ 

‘ It is as true as truth itself,’ said Be 
‘ I was his prisoner, and spoke with him/ ' 
‘With Richard Plantagenet, sayest' tUou 
continued Fitzurse. ' 

‘ With Richard Plantagenet,^ rcplfeljr Bo 
Bracy, — ‘ with Richai'd Oceur-de-Lion with" 
Richard of England.’ 

‘And thou wert his misoner?* said ’*Vi7^kide- 
mar ; ' ‘ he is then at the liead of a power l ’ 

‘No— -only a few outlawed yeomen were 
around him, andto the^e his person js unkhown. 
I.^h#ard him say he ym ahont to de^ fkom 
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them. He joined them only to assiat at the 
atorming of'^rorqiiilstone.* 

*Ay/ said Fitzurse, *such is indeed Hie 
fashion of llichard—a true knight-enunt lie, 
and will wander in wild adventure, tnisting 
tlie prowess of Iiis single arm, like any Sir (,luy 
or Sir Bevia, while the weighty affairs of his 
kingdom slumber, and his own safety is en- 
dangered. — 'Wliat dost tli(;u i>ic>pose to do, Uo 
IJracyT 

' I ?— I offered Richard the service of my Free 
Laiicos, and he refused them.^'l 'will lead tliciu 
to Hull, seize on shipping, and embark for 
Flanders ; thanks to the bustling times, a man 

action will 'always Ihid cmployim nt. ^^l^d 
thou, Waldemar, will thou take lam-fj and j 
shield, and lay down thy nolieies, and wend 
along with me, and share the iato v.liich Cod 
sends us ? ’ 

‘I am too old, Alaiirice, and I have a dangli- 
tei',’ iiiiywerod Wahlcmar. 

‘ Civo Iier to mo, Fitznrsc, and i will maintain 
hei* as Ills her rank, with the hcl]» of Kmcc and 
f.lirrup,’ said De Bracy. 

‘Not so,’ answei'cd Fitzurse; ‘I will take 
sanctuary in this church of Saint Fctcr--the 
archbishop is my sworn brother.’ 

During this discourse, rriiiec John had gradu- 
ally awakened from the stupor into which he 
had been thrown by the miexjieetcd intelligence, 
and had boon attentive to the convei’satioii wliicli | 
glassed betwixt bi^ followers, ‘dliey fall oil 
from me,’ Jic said to liimsclf, ‘llicy hold Jio i 
more by me than a withered h'af by the bough 
when a breeze blow’s on it! -If ell and fiends I 
can I shape no means fur inysolf wlien I am 
deserted by these cravens?’ — IJo jiaiiscd, and 
there W'as ini expression c<f diabolical jiassiou in 
the constrained laugh w'ith which ho at Icnglli 
broke in on their conversation. i 

‘ Ifa 1 ha! ha! my good lords, by the light 
of Our Lady*s brow% I held ye sage men, bold 
men, ready-witted men ; yet ye throw dow n 
wealth, honour, pleasure, all that our noble 
game promised you, at the moment it migljit 
be won by one bold cast ! ’ 

* I understand you not,’ said Do Bracy. ‘As 

soon as Richard’s return is blown abroad, he 
will be at the head of an army, and all is then 
-over with us. I w^oiild counsel yon, rny lord, 
either to fly to Franco, or take the protection of 
the Queen Mother.’ ^ 

* I seek no safety for myself,’ said Fiince John 
haughtily; ‘that I could secure by a word 
spoken to my brother, •lint aUhoiigh you, Dc 
Bracy, and you, Waldeinar Fitzurse, are 
rtiadjr to .abandon me, I sliould not gi’eatly 
delight to see your heads blackening on Clifford’s 
Gate yonder. Thinkest thou, Waldemar, that 
the wily archbishop will not sufl’er thee to be 
taken fixim the veij horns of the altar, would 
it make his peace with King Richard And 
forgettest thou, De Bracy, tliat Robert Estbte- 
villo lies betwixt thee and Hull with all his 
forces, and that tlie Earl of Essex is gathering 
his follo^Vers ? If w'c had reason to fear these 
levies even before Richard’s return, trowest thou 
there is any doubt now which party their leaders 
will take? Trust me, Estoteville alone has 
etrehg^h enough to drive all thy Lanees 


into the Humber.’ — Waldemar Fitzurse and Do 
Bracy looked in each otlier’s faces with blank 
dismay. Tliere is but cue road to safety,’ 
continued the prince, and his bro'w grew black 
as midnight ; ‘ tliis object of our terror journeys 
alone— he must be met wUhal.’ 

‘Not by me,’ said Dc Bracy hastily; ‘I was 
his ja-Lsoner, and be took mo to moicy. I will 
not harm a featlier in bis cre,st.’ 

‘ Who spoke of liurniing him?’ said Prince ■ 
John, with a liaidened laugh ; ‘the knave will 
say next that I meant he sliould slay liim ! — No ' 

— a piibon 'uoic better; and whelhtr in Britain 
or Austria, what matttrs it ? “’JliLiigs will bo 
hnt as they weic when wo eommonced our 
enterprise.— It was fonnded on tlio liopc that 
Uhhaid would remain a ea}»ti^o in (Jermany. 

Our unolc Rolioit li\ed and died in tic castle , 
of CarditVe.’ 

‘Ay, but,’ said WalJemav, ‘your siic Henry 
sat more firm in his scat tiian your (trace can. 

I say the best prison is that whiub is jiiadc by 
the &exttm— no dungetai like a church-vault! 

1 liave. said my say.’ 

‘Frisoii or toml>,’ said De Biaey, ‘I wasln my 
hands of the whole matter.’ 

‘Villain!’ Miid I’rim’O .lohn, ‘thou wouldst 
not bew ray our counsel ’ 

‘Counsel was never }»cw'rayed by me,' said Do 
Bracy lianghiily, ‘nor must the name of ^iilaiu 
l»c eoiqdcd witli mine I ’ 

‘Peace, Bir Knight!’ said Waldemar; ‘and 
)on, good my lord, forgive the scruples of 
valiant Dc Biacy ; 1 trust I shall soon remova 
them.’ 

‘That passes your eloquence, Fitzurse,’ replied 
the knight. 

‘Wli 3 % good Sir Maurice,’ rejoined the 'wily 
]>oliticiaii, ‘start not i>sido like a sealed steed, 
without, at least, consldeiing the object of your 
.terror.— This Richard— but a ihi'y since, and it 
w^ould have been thy dearest v\h.h to have met 
him hand to hand, in the ranks of buttle — a 
hundred times I have heard thee wish it.’ 

‘Ay,’ said De Bracy, ‘but that was, as iLoii 
sayost, hand to bami, ami in the ranks of 
battle ! Thou never heartiest me breallio a 
thought of assaulting him alone, and in a 
forest.’ 

‘ Thou art no good kuiglit if thou dost scruido 
at it,’ said Waldemar. ‘Was it in battle that . / 
Lancelot dc Lac and Sir Tristram won rcnbwi^ ? 
or w^as it not l>y encountering gigantic knignta. 
under the shade of dceji and unknown forests V 

‘Ay, blit 1 promise yon,’ said De Braoy^ 1 
‘ that neither Tristram nor Lancelot wovdd hs-vo, ' - 
been inattJi, hand to hand, for Richard Plan- 4-' 
tagenel, and I think it was not their W'ont to 
take the odds against a single man.’ 

‘Thou art mad, Dc ^Bracy — what is it we 
propose to thee, a hire^and retained captain of 
Free Coinpanions, wlj^so swords arc puv(ili^d,! / 
for P.vince John’s sci^ieo ? Thou art apprise^ 
our enemy, and ilfm thou scmplest, thbugk tjiy Vv 
jiatron’s fortunes, Hhose of thy comrades, tbiub , 
own, and the .life and honour of - eveiy Ok® 
amongst us, arje at stake !,’ ; .. .j- 

‘ I tell yo^,*^.aaid De praoy ;®uUe?itly, , . 

gave j me i|iy life. True,. seafc^iae y.. 

prpenbe, i^d refnaecj my homagejj-^so,; #Mr I 
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hiTtt neither favour nor allegiance — but I will 
not lift hand against him.’ 

* It ncecls not — send Louis Winkolbrand and 
a score of thy lances,* 

* Vo have sufficient ruffians of your own,’ said 
J)o IJraoy ; ‘not one of mine shall budge on such 
an errand.* 

‘Art thou so obstinate, Do Bracy ?’ said Ihiiice 
John ; 'and wilt thou forsake iiio, after so many 
]>rotestations of zeal for my service 1 ’ 

‘ 1 moan it not,’ said Do Brary ; ‘ I will abide 
by you in aught that becomes a knight, whether 
in the lists or in the camp ; but tliis liiglnvay 
praeUee comes not wdtliiu my vow'.* 

‘ ‘Come liitber, Waldemar,* said Prince John. 
‘An unliaj)[»y priiiee am I. My father, King 
Henry,, had faitlifiil s(M‘vaiils — lie liiul but <o 
say that ho w.is plagued with a faetious priest, 
and the blood of Thomas a B(*cket, saint though 
he was, stained the steps of his owm altar. - 
Tracy, Morville, Ihito,* loyal and daring sub* 
jects, your names, your sjuril, aio oxtincl ' and 
althougli Reginald Fit/urse baili left a son, he 
has faiJen off from his father’s fidelity ami 
courage.* 

‘ Ue has fallen off fiom neither,’ said Waldemar 
Fitzurso ; ‘and since it may not bettor be, I will 
take on mo the conduct of tJiis i)cril{Uis eutei prise. 
Dearly, however, did my faihci* pureliase the 
praise of a zcal(>a3 friend ; and yet did his proof 
of h»yalty to Henry fall far short of w'hat I am 
about to alford, for rather would I assail a w'holo 
calcMidar of saints, than jiut spear in rest against 
Coeur-de-Lion. —Do Bracy, to thee I must trust 
to keep up the spirits of the doubtful, and to 
guard Priuco John’s ])erson. If you receive such 
nows as I trust to send you, our entorjuise will 
no longer wvar a doubt ful asi)er‘t. -Page,’ ho said, 
‘hib to my lodgings, and tell my armourer to be 
there in readiness; and bid Sttpinm Wethcral, 
Broad Thorcsby, and the Tliioe SjKvin, of Spying* 
how, oomc to me instantly ; and let the scout- 
master, Hugh Bard on, attend me also. — Adieu, 
my prince, till bettor times.* Thus speaking, he 
loft the apar+ment. 

‘He goes to make my brother prisoner,’ said 
Prince John to Dc Bracy, ‘with as little tomb 
of com)):uiclioii as if it but coiioeniod the lilierty 
of a Saxon franklin. I trust ho will observe our 
orders, and use our dear Richard’s iicraon with 
all due respect.’ 

Do Bracy only answered by a smile. 

‘ By the light of Our Lady’s brow*.’ said Piiiico 
John, ‘our orders to liim were most piccise - 
though il may bo you beard them not, as avo 
stood together in die oriel window — Most elesr 
.j^aml positive was our charge lliat Richard’s safety 
should he eared for, and woo to Waldcmar’s head 
if he transgress it ! ’ 

‘ I had better pass to his lodgings,’ said Do 
Bracy, ‘and make liim fully aware of your 
Grace’s pleasure ; for, as it quite escaped my 
ear, it may not perchance have reached that of 
Waldemar/ ^ 

*Kay, nay,’ said Prince John im]iaticntly, ‘ I 


Wniiam dc Tiary, Hugh de Moi 
' ' .’SSfe IJnto, were the Rentlemcn of Hcnr 

' household, who, ui<ttigated by some pasMooal 

f their sovereign, slew the cclebr,ated Thom? 


piximise tlioe lie heaixl me ; and besidca, 1 have 
further occu]>ation for thee. Mantice, come 
hither ; let me lean on thy shoulder.* 

They >valkod a turn through tlio hall in this 
familiar posture, and Prince John, with an air 
of the most eoiifideiitial intimacy, proceeded to 
s.iy, ‘ What thiukest thou of this Waldemar 
Fi'izurse, iny Do Bracy ?--*Ho trusts to bo our 
eliaiieclior. Surely wx will pause ere wo give an 
olficc so high to one who show's evidently how 
little lie reverences our blood, by liis so readily 
undertaking this enter]>riso against Richara. 
Thou dost think, 1 warrant, that thou hast lost 
somewhat of our regard, by thy boldly declining 
this un])lcasing t/isk — But no, Mafirice ! I rather 
honour thee for thy virtuous constancy. Theie 
are lliinga most ncrossary to be done, tho perpe- 
tiator of winch w'o neither love nor honour ; and 
tlnuc may bo rcfii.sais to serve us, which shall 
luilior exalt in our estimation those wlio deny our 
requcat. The arrest of my nnfortnnato brother 
forms no sucli good title to tho high office of 
chancellor, as thy eliivalrous and eonrageons 
j denial establishes in the(3 to the truncheon ot 
High M.iii^lial. Think of this, De Bracy, and 
I bogoiK* to thy ehaige.' 

‘Fickle tyrant'* mnttcrod Do Bracy, as he 
left tho prcvsenee of the iiriiiec ; ‘ evil luck have 
they wdio trust thee. Tby chancellor, indeed ! — 
He who hath the keeping of thy conscience shall 
have an easy charge, 1 tiow. But High MarjjjM 
,of England ! that,’ he said, • xtonding his arm, 
as if to giasp tho b.iton of office, and , assuming a 
loftier stride along the antc-chamber, ‘that is 
indeed a jirizc woith jilaying for 1 * 

De Bracy had no sooner left the apartment 
than Prince John summoned an attendant. 

‘B'd Hugh Bai'don, our scout-mastor, come 
hither, as soon as ho shall have spoken with 
AValdemar Fitzursc.’ 

The Bcoiit-master arrived after a brief delay, 
(luring w'hieli John travel sod the apHrtment with 
unequal and disordered steps. 

‘ Bardon,’ said he, ‘ what did Waldemar desire 
of thee '{ * 

‘ Two resolute men, well acquainted with these 
northcin w’ilds, and skilful in tra(‘king tile tread 
of man and Jiorse.’ 

‘ And thou hast fitted him ? * 

‘ Jjet your (Iracc never trust me else,’ answered 
the master of the spi( s. ‘ One is fron\ Hexam- 
shire ; he is wont to trace tho TVnedale and 
Teviotdalo thieve's as a hloodhouini follows the 
slot of a hurt deer. The other is Vorkshiro 
bred, and has twanged, his bowstring right oft 
1 ill merry Sherwood ; ho knows each glade and 
dingle, copse and liighwood, betwixt this and 
Riebmond.’ 

‘ ’Tis w(dl,’ said the prince.— 'Goes Waldemar 
forth with them ’ ' 

' Instantly,’ said Bardon. 

'With wliat attendance?* asked Jdhn oare-r 
Icasly. 

* Broad Tliorcsby goes with him, and Wethcral? 
■whom they call, for his cruelty, Stephen Steel- 
heart, and three northern men-at-arms that 
belonged to Ralph Middleton’s gang-^-they are 
called the Spears of Spyinghow/ 

"Tis well,* said ranee John; tlien wadded, 
after a moment’s pause, ' Bardon, it imports our * 
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that thou keep a stnU iv4toh on Maurice 
Braoy-^so that he shall not observe it, how 
ever— And let us know of his motions from time 
to time-*- with whom he converses, what ho 
propOseth Fail hot in this, as thou wilt be 
answorabie ’ 

Hugh B&nlon bowed, and letned 
^If Mauiice betiays me,* said Prince John 
*if he botia^^s me, as his beaiing leads mo to 
feai, 1 will halo his head, were Riclia i thuiidoi 


feai, 1 will halo his head, were Ric! 
ing at the gates of Yoik 


CHAPIER X \XV 

Arouse the tigpr of Hyreanun deserts 
Strive with the h df starvcd*lion f ir liis prey 
I esser the risk thin louse the slumbering liic 
Qf wild fanaticism. 

Anovymois 

Our tale now letuins to Isaac of \ >ik - 
Mounted upon a mule, the gilt oi the outliw 
with two tall yeomen to act as his giurd and 
guidoB, the Tow Ind set oit lor the l*iec(pt>r} 
of Templestowo, for the imi])ose ot negotiating 
his daughicr’s icdemjition Ihe Ihcccptoiy was 
but a days journey liom the demolished castle 
of Torquilstone, and tin Tew liad hoped to leaih 
it before uightlall , ac c oi ding1> , having dismissed 
Uis guides at the \ < igc o( th toi ost an hew si ded 
thorn with a pico( #1 sihci ht begin t > puss on 
Wfth such^eed as liis wcuincss jieiniitUd him 
to escort DUt his sticngth failed liim totally 
me he had leached •vvitlim four miles of the 
Temple court, racking pams shot alou^his hick 
and through his limbs, and the cxcosbiwc anguish 
whioh^h^ telt at hi art being now mginonted liy 
bo<i|lly*'enirenng, he was roudcied aliogithci iii 
capable of proceeding farthei than a sm ill inaikct | 
town, wlicie dwelt i Jewish Ribbi of his tube, i 
eminent in l^io nudieal piofession, and to whom j 
Isaac was weiP known Nathan Ihii Isiad 
reeeived his sufteung couiitrjmaii with that 
kindness which the law picaciibtd, and which 
the Jews practised to < acli othci lie insisted 
on his betaking himself to repos<*, and used sudi 
lemodios as wcio then in most leputc to check 
the progress of the te^er wliicli teiioi, fatigue, 
ifhuaagc, and sorrow, had brought upon the 
poor old Jew • 

On th* morrow, wlicn Isaac proposed to aiisc 
and pUisue his jomney, Nit/lin lemonstratcd 
against his purpose, both as his ho&t and is his I 
mysiOian It might co^t him ho said, his life 
put Xaa^ replied, that more than life and | 
djjiath depended upon his going that moining to 
Teijgilestowo 

‘To Templestowe ’ * said his host, with snipnse, 
felt hts pulse, and then mutteiecl to him 
‘His fever is abated, yet scorns his mmd 
aomfirjbat alienated and disturbed * 

“^i^hy not to Templestow e * ' answered 
his itajtiAt* ^ I grant thee, Nathan, that it is a 
dWAlKngof 1^0^ to whom the despised Children 
jcd Ftomise are a stumbling mock and an 
lAemiination ; yet 4:hou knowest that pressing 


Commandeiies of the Knights Hospitallers, as 
they ate called.'* 

‘ I know it well,* said NAthan , ‘but wotiest 
thou that Lucas de Beaumanou, the chiAl of 
then Ordei, and whom they tern Grand Mastei, 
IS now hiiusell at 'Icmplcstowe ^ ' 

‘I know it not said Isiac, ‘out last letteiS 
fiom our bicthun it Tans advi&ed US that he 
was at th it city It set ching Philip for aid agatnst 
the Sultan balilni 

‘ lit hath Since ( omc t > J lu land, unexpected f 
by 111 i hi othi ( 11 said Br n Isi ael , ‘ and ho cometill 
among them with i stioug iiid oiitsluttlicd arm 
to correct and to punish II is countf nance iC 

kindled iiiangfi i^ainst thost whohaic depaited 
liom the vow whidi tlicy liait iiiafh, and gieat 
IS the fear of those sous cl Belial Uliou must 
have lieaid of his inme / 

‘It IS well known unto me siid Isaac , ‘ihS 
Gditilcs dtlner this I ucas Btauininou is a man 
/talous to slxyn g foi ciciy point ol the Namone 
law and oui 1 Kthicn liix tcinied him a hcice 
dcstiojci of the Saracens and a ciiitl fjiant to 
the Childifii of die Pioniisi 
I ‘Andtiulj lii\( flu vlcimtd Inin, said Nathan 
the pin siciaii ‘Othci Iciiipins mi\ be moicd 
fiom the piupnsr of then hi lit hj jlcasurc, oi 
Inibt i 1 } pioiiiisf of gold and sihti , but Beau 
m ill 11 IS ot a difl nut st in ]> h iting si iisuahly, 
despising ticisuu iiiU ]>HSsiiig lorw xid to that 
which the^ c ill tlic ciown of luailMdom- Iho 
(tckI of Jxcob siicdil> send it unto him, and 
unto them all * Spicialh hath this proud maa^ 
extended his glove over the childien of Judah, 
as bolj David over 1 loui, bolding the miiidei 
of a Tew to 1 ( ui oiieiing of as sweet saVOUt as 
the d( ath of a Sai uen Ini] nous and false thlh]^ 
has lib said even of the viitnes of oui mpdx^.mos, 
IS il they wcic the devices of Satan— The JaOrd 
1 ebukc him < 

‘Nev Cl the less, said Isaac, ‘I must present 
111} sell at 'Itnijili Stowe, though he hath made 
Ins face like unto a fiti} luinaee boveu times 
heated ’ 

He then cvplaincd to Nathan the piessiug 
cause of Ins jouiney The lallx listened with 


otliea, and 


intciest, lid tt'^tilied lus sjmpatliy aftei fhe 
fxsliiou of his people, lending his elotlies, and 
saying, *Ah my nauglitcr ’ ah, my daughtei * 
Alls ’ foi the hiaut} of /ion • -Alas I lot 
captivity of Isr 111 < 

‘Thou scest sud Isaac ‘how it stands 
me, iiid that I iiiav not tan} l^cradVcaturS 
the ]uosene( ol this 1 uc is Beaumauoii, being tbS 
chief man ovci th in, iiia} tuiii Biiaii do Boi^ 
(hiilbcrt i 1 0111 the ill which he doth meditAt& 
xml that he nia} clelivci to me m} bSl 0 Ve$| 
daughtei Rebecca ' 

‘Go thou said Nithan Ben Israel, ‘and Wl 
wise, foi wisdom availtil Darnel m the dmi of 
lions into will h lie w as c ist , and may it go 
well with thee, oven as thine heart wishetpit 
Yet, if thou eaust, keep thee lioxh 

— * 

♦The e&tabhshments of the Knights TeiliiplaUI 
called Preceptones the title of tb 
the Order was Pi^ptor* as the p; 

Saint John were termed Commander 
Comihand^xes But these terms tme 
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of the Omnd Master, for to do foul scoru to our 
is his nioriiiiig and cveuing delight. It 
feiay be if thou couldst speak with Bois-GuUbert 
iu priva^, tliou shall the Iwttoi* prevail udth 
him ; for men say that these accursed Nozareues 
are not of one mind in the JVeeptory —May their 
counsels be confounded and brought to shanio ! 
But do thou, brother, return to me as if it were 
to the house of thy I'athei’, and bring me woid 
how it has sped with tliee ; and ^vcll do I hoiie 
thou wilt bring with thee UeluM-ea, oven the 
scholar of the wise Miriam, ulnisc cures Ihc 
(fcntiles slandered as if they had hi on wrought 
by necromancy. ’ 

Isaac accortfingly lunh' liis fiiojnl farewell, and 
about an hour’s riding brought him before the 
rrocoj)tory of Teni])lestowc. 

This establishment of the Toin])]ar.s was boated 
amidst fair meadows and })abluros, which the 
devotion of the former IVer*cptor liad bc-sLowed 
upon their Order. It >vas strong and well forti 
find, a point never uegh‘tt<'d by thebe knights, 
and which the disoKhrcd stale ol ICngland 
rondere<l peculiarly ii'M-essary. 'I’wo lialbeidicis, 
clad in black, guaided the (Inrwbritlge, and 
others, in the same Md livel 3 ^ glided to and Iro 
upon the wall with a funeral ]ia(*e, resembling 
spectres more than soldiers. The in lerior officers 
of the Order were thus dressed, ever siueo their 
use of white garments, similar to lliose of the 
knights and es'pures, li.id given lise to a coiii- 
hiuation of corluii false lirethien iu the moun- 
tains of Palestine, terming them id vos Templars, 
and bringing groat dishonour on the Order, A 
knight was now and then seen to ei’osa the court 
iu His long white cloak, his head depieasid on 
liis breast, and his arms folded. They passed 
each other, if they chanced to iin*et, vvith a slow, 
solemn, and mute greeting ; for &uch was the 
rule of their Order, (luoiing tlierciiiM>n the holy 
texts, 'In iniiiy woids thou shall not avoid sin,’ 
and *Lite and death are in the ])o\vm' of the 
tongue.’ In a word, the .stern ascetic ligour 
t6f the Temple discipline, which had been so 
long exchanged for prodigal and licentious 
indulgence, seemed at once to liavc revived at 
'Tomplestowo under the sevcio eye of Lucas 
Beaumanoir. 

Isaac paused at iJn* gate, to cousuler how he 
might seek entrance in the manner most likely 
to bespeak favour; for he was well aw^are that 
to his unhappy ract* the reviving fanaticism of 
the Order was not less dangerous than their uu- 
priiieiplod licentiousness ; and that In'* religion 
would be the objecd of hate and pcjsecution in 
the one case, as’liis w’caltli would liaA^e exposed 
him in the other to the extortions of unrelenting 
'flpnrossion. ’ 

Meantime Lucas Beaumanoir walkc'd iu a small 
'garden belonging to the Pre'*ej)tory, included 
>vitUm tlio pvcciiictb of its oxtcrioi* fortification, 
hold sad and <*oidulontial comiunhication 
a bi'othor ol’ his Oi-dcr, who had come in 
his C6l3^iiy from Palestine. 

+ Grand Master was a man advanced in age, 
^tiHed by his long grey beard, and tno 
^yobrows, overlmhgiiig eyes, of 
years had boon unable to quench 
A formidable warrior, hfa thin and 
retained the soldier’^ ^eroeness 


of ex]>ression ; an ascetic bigot, they were no 
less marked l)y the oiuaciatiou of abstinence, and 
the spiritual pride of the seif-satishod devotee. 
Yet with these severer tmits of physiognomy 
there was mixed somewhat striking and noble, 
arising, doubtless, from the great part which his 
high olllcc called upon him to act among monarchs 
and piiiieos, and from the liahitual exercise of 
buin'oiiio authority over the valient and high- 
born knights, who were united hy the rules of 
the Older, llis stature was tail, and his gait, 
inidcpressed hy ago and toil, was erec.t and 
.stately, llis white mantle w'as shaped with 
severe regularity, according to the rule of Saint 
Bernard liijiiself, being eompobod of what was 
then called Bund clotli, exactly fitted to the 
size of tin* w'carcr, and bearing on the left shoulder 
the octangular cross jieculiar to the Order, formed 
of red cloth. No vair or erinino decked this 
garment ; but in respect of his ago, the Grand 
Master, as jicriuiltod hy the rules, wore his 
doublet lined and tiimined with the softest 
Umhbkiii, di ess(*d with ihc wool outw'ards, wliich 
was the nearest approaeli lit* could remilarly 
make to tin* use of fur, then the greatest luxury 
of dicsb. Ill his liainl he bore that singular 
itbacHSy or stalF ot olliec, with wdiicli Tomjdars are 
usually represented, having at tlio up[)er end a 
roiiml plate, on which was engraved the cross of 
the Ordoi, inscribed witliiii a circle or orlc, as 
liciahK term it. llis eomnaniou, who attended 
on this gicat ])crHouagc, liaVl nearly the same 
dress iu all respects, but liis extrenvii dofei*enee 
towards liis supei'ior sliow'^ed that no other 
oipiality subsisted hotween them. The Preceptor, 
for such ho w^as iu rank, walked not in a line 
willi the Grand Master, hut just so far behind 
tliat J>caumaijoi]‘ could speak to him without 
turning round Jiis head. 

‘ (Jonrade,’ said the (irand Muster, ‘dear oom- 
panion of my battles and my toils, to thy fajtbfiil 
bosom alone I can confide my sorroi^S. To thee 
alone can 1 tell how oft, since' I came to lliis 
kingdom, I have desired to bo dissolved and to 
1 h* with the just. N'ot one object in England 
liail) met mine eye which it could rest u])on with ^ 
pleasure, save the tombs of our hrethrou, beneaGi 
the massive roof of our Tem])lo Cliureh in yonder 
prou<1 ca 2 >i'al. 0, valiant Robert de Eos P did 
I c\(*laim int(*rnally^ as 1 gazed upon these good 
soldiers of the Cross, wdicre they lie saulptoed 
on their sepulchres, — 0, worthy William d® 
Maresehal ! open your marble cells, and take tO 
your repose a weary brother, who would rather ^ 
.strive with a hundred*' thousand jiagans than' 
witness the decay of our holy Order I ’ 

'it is but true,’ answered Conrade Mont** i 
Fitchet ; ' it is hut too true ; and the uregulaiitiles ‘ 
of our brethren iu England are even mofe gross 
than those in France.’ 

* Because they arc more wealthy/ answored 
the Grand Master. 'Bear with me, brother, 
although 1 should somothiiig vaunt •mynelfi 
Thou kiiowcst the life I have Jed, keeping each ^ 
point of my Order, .striving with devils embodisa 
and disembodied, striking down the roaring l|on» 
who goflth about jeoeking whom ho may ' 

like a gocHl knight and devout piiost, whOMoevOt 
I mot with him — even as blessed Baint.'flbtiiard 
hath preseribed to us in the lorty-fifth ^ 
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OUT TuU, Ut ha um>p€T ferialur* But, by the 
Holy '|'em|>lo! the zeal which hath devoured 
my euhstauoe and my life, yea, the very nerves 
and marrow of my bones ; by that very Holy 
Temple 1 swear to thee, that save thyself and 
some few that still retain the ancient severity of 
our Order, I look upon no brethren whom I can 
bring my soul to embrace under that holy name. 
AVhat say our statutes, and how do our brefchreji 
observe them? They should wear no vain or 
worldly ornament, no crest upon their helmet, 
no gold upon sthrup or bridle-bit ; yet who now 
go pranked out so proudly and so gaily as the 

E oor soldiers of the Tom pie ? They are fori udden 
y our statutes to take one bird by moans of 
another, to shoot l)easts witli bow’ or arblast, to 
halloo to a hunting-horn, or«to spur the horse 
after game. But now, at hunting and hawking, 
and each idle sport of w'oud and river, Avho so 
prompt as the Templars in all these fond vanities ? 
They are forbidden to read, save what their 
Supciior permitted, or listen to what is road, 
save such holy things as may he reeit(‘d ahnul 
during the hours of j efwtioii ; hut lo ! tlieir oars 
ai*e at the command of iflle minstrels, and tlkcir 
eyed study empty roniaunts. They were com- 
manded to extirpate magic and hcre.s3^ Lo ! 
they, ’are charged with studying the accursed 
cabalistical secrets of the Jews, .and the magic 
of the Payniin Saracens. Simpleness of diet 
was jurescrihed to them, roots, pottage, gniels, 
eating flesh Imt thi^co a-weok, l»ccauso the ac- 
customed fseding on flesh is a dishonourahlo 
' corruption of the body ; and behold, their tables 
"groan' under delicate fare ! Their drink w'as to 
be water, and now, to drink like a Temphn* is 
the boost of each jolly boon companion ! This 
" very garden, filled as it is with curious herbs 
[v and tree, 8 sent from the Eastern climes, better 
^/becomes the harem of an unbelieving Emir, than 
'/the plot whicji Christian monks should dovoLc 
raise their homely i»ot-herbs.“-And O, Con- 
VjnidC'i W^fill it were that the relaxation of dis- 
'’^plino stopped even here ! — Well thou kuow^csi 
. that we were forbidden to receive those devout 
, wemen, who at the beginning were associated as 
sisters bf our Order, because, saith the forty- 
sixth chapter, the Ancient Enemy liath, by 
female fioCie^, withdrawn many from the right 
pith to paradise. Kay, in th^last capital, being, 
as ' it were, the copestoiie whicli our blessed 
' -fouflddr placed On the pure and midefiled doctrine 
which had enjoined, wo are prohibited from 
jOflfefihg/^even to our sisters and our inolliers, 
jthC 1^09 of al&ction — ni iMniuni mulienim /n-gi- 
shame to speak — 1 shame to 
tlilhk-M)f .the corruptions which have rushed in 
•npoft m a uood. The souls of our pure 

fo^^mar^i the apiiits of Hugh de Tayeii and God- 
Saint timer, and of tlio blessed Seven 
wljlb fl^t joiUed in dedicating their lives lo the 
the Temple, are disturbed even in 
of paradise itself. 1 haA>^e seen 
'ih©mS;flpdatiu}e, 'in the visions of the night- - 
ilh^.^Uil^d'eycs shed tears for the sins and 
■ -■ ■ ' 

of ‘the Khi^ts of the Temple, this 
a Vadety of forms, and occurs iif 
aiihoAt djapter, as, if it were the signal word of the 

GttMl may accotmt for ns being So frequently put 


follies of theit brethren^ and foit the foul and 
slmmeful luxury iii which they Wallow. Beau* < 
inanoir, they say, ‘thoit slumberest-^wake ! 
There is fit stain in the fabric of the Temple, deep 
and foul as tliat left by the strakes of leprosy on 
the walls of the infected Houses of ola.t The. . 
soldiers of the Cross, who should shun the glance 
of a w oman as the eye of a basilisk, live in open 
sill, not with the females of tlicir owui race onlyi', -i 
but willi the daugliters of the acemsed lieathehi 
and more accursed Jew\ lieaumanoir, thdu/r;;/ 
slcepest; up, and avenge our cause! — Slay the • 
sinners, male and female ! — Take to tliee the 
lirand of Phineas ! — The vision fled, Conrade, ■ 
hut as I awaked I could still hear the clank of 
their mail, and see the waving of their wliito 
mantles. And I w'ill do according to their word, ** 

1 AVJLL purify the fabric of tlie Templo I and the 
unclean atones in which the ]>ln.guo is,' 1 will 
remove and c?ast out of the building.’ 

‘ Yet bethink thee, reverend father,* said hlont- 
Fitchot, ‘the stain hath become engrained by 
time and coiisucludc ; let lliy reformation bo 
cautious, as it is just and wise?.’ 

‘Ko, Mont-Fitebet,’ answered the stern old 
man — ‘it musl be sliar]) and sudden — the Order 
is on the crisis of its fate. Tlio sobriety, oelf* 
devotion, and )nety of our predecessors made ii$ 
])Owerful friends — our i)rosimi]dion, our wealth, 
our luxury, have raiscid up ageinst us mighty 
enemies.— Wo must east away these riches, - 
which are a temptation to princes — we must lay 
down that presumption wdiich is an otfenco*to 
them — we must reform that liermeo of mannel’8^ ' . 
wdiich is a scandal to the whole Christian world'! ;/ ,, 
Or — mark my words — the Order of the Temple,./ 
will be utterly demolished— and the place thereof ' , 
shall no more be known among the nations.' ’ ' , 

‘ Kow may God avert such a calamity 1 ' said ’ , 
tlio Preceptor. , ' 

‘Amen, ’said the Grand Master, with solemnity, 

‘ but we must deserve His aid. I tell thoo, 
Conrade, that neither the pow ers in heaven, hor )' ■ 
the powers on earth, will longer endure tha ' 
wickedness of tliis generation.— My intelligence^ 
is sure — the gwmnd on wdiicli our fabric is reared^ , 
is already undermined, and each addition >s:e 
make to the structure of our greatness wdll only 
sink it the sooner hi the aby.ss. Wc must I’c- 
tracc our steps, and show ourselves the faithful 
champions of the Cross, saci iliciiig to our calli^, : , 
not alone our blood and our lives— not alona/ onr, ' 
lusts and our xicqh— but our ease, our comfnrtisti , 
and our natural affections, and act as men ooivf/'; , 
vinced that many a pleasure which may be : 

fill lo otbors is forbidden to ilic vowed soldier//,,;' 
of the Temple.’ '/, ^ 

At this moment a sipiire, clothed in a thtcaftf 
bare vestment (for the aspirants after this holy 
Order wore during tlicir novitiate the oost-oft / / ! 
garments of the knights), entered the; garden,;/ ' 
and, bowing profoundly before the Grand . 

stood silent, awaiting )iis permission creho ]^"y * 
sumed to tell his err^d. \\ . 

‘ Is it not more seeinly,’ said the Grand , V 

* to see this Damlaii, clothed in the garmeijcjte of . /> 
Christian humxUiy, thus .appear with 
klleiice -before j[^'/Superior, than 

t See^'^Ui'cliaptcr oflAyitkos, 33 to 
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when the fond fool was decked in a pointed | 
and janglinp as pert and as proud as any 
f ♦^pinjay ?— Speak, Damian, we permit thee.— 

** WJiat is thine errand ? ' " | 

*A Jew stands without the gate, nohle and 
reverend father,’ said the squire, *who ])rays to 
speak with brother Brian de Bois-Guilbert.^ 

* Thou wert right to give iiio knowledge of it,* 
said the Grand Master ; ‘m oiir ])rpsonce a Pre- 
ceptor is but as a oommon compeer of our Order, 
who may not walk according to liis own will, 
but to tnat of his Master - even according lo the 
text, “ In the hearing of the ear lie liatii obeyed 
me,’* — It iini)ortM us csj'oeially to know oi this 
Boib-Giiilhert’s i)roceedings,’ said lie, tinning to 
his coin]>anioii. 

^ ‘ileport sjieaks him brave and valiant,’ said 
Coiirodo. 

* And truly is he so sjioken of,’ said the Grand 
Master ; *in our valour only w^e aie not degciui- 
ated troin our jiredeeessors, tiio lieioes of the 
Cross, lint brother Brian eainc into our Order 
a moody and disajipoiiifed man, stirred, I doubt 
me, to take our vows and to reiiouiice tlic world, 
not in sincerity of soul, Init as one whom some 
touoh of light discontent liad driven into j>eni- 
teuco. Since then, he hath become an active and 
earnest agitator, a miinnurcr, and a machinator, 
and a leader amongst those who impugn our 
authority; not considering that tlie lule is given 
to the Master even by tlic symbol ot the staff 
and the rod— the staff to support the infiimities 
of the weak — ^the rod to correct the faults of 
delinquents. — Damian,* he continued, ^cad the 
Jew to our presence.* 

' The squire dejiartod with a j>rofoun<l reverence, 
and in a few miiuitea returned inaishalling in 
Isaac of York. No naked slave, ushered into the 
ureseuce of some mighty prince, could ap]»roach 
bis judgment-seat with moi c ]»iofound i ei erence 
ind terror than that with which the Jew drew 
' tV9$x to the presence of the Grand Master, ^’hen 
. had approached within the distance of tlireo 
Vards, Beaumanoir made a sign with his staff 
that ho should come no fartlicr. The .tew 
kneeled doivn on the earth, whieji he kissed in 
token of reverence; then rising, stood before the 
Toinplam, his liands folded on his bosom, his 
head bowed on his breast, in all the subinibsion 
of Oriental slavery. 

‘Damian,* said the Grand Master, ‘retire, and 
have a guard ready to await our sudden call ; and 
Suffer no one to enter the garden until we shall 
I Jeave it.* — The srpiire bowed and ret rivaled. — 
tli(‘'omi^ continued the haughty old man, ‘inaik 
'him ill til condition to liold with 

^ communication, nor do we waste w'ords 
T» any one. Wherefore l-e brief in 
."'nit questions I slmll ask tliee, 

aSs «'«■ i <« « *17 

JLa ._.i . ...t'U liavc it corn irom tliy 


*ad held sirl and ,onfii“ 

With « brother of Ins On. 1 .. . 1 , n 1 

, W <»mi»ay f^oni l>..U-sUne. 

Xbe Grand Master was a nn i • 

U tertifled by hi, lonj- gre* 

i ,«llM«r.g»ey eyebrow,, overha3“®u*^.°™*'T“^*’.*’* 
'WtAfeft, jtswOTWi years had been unf 
' W A ^®™ddablo warrior, 
jifU Mom Wtaiued the 


ing the Oinler ; yet, unless be told it, what bepe 
could be have of achieving his danghte^'e delivei • 
ance ? Beaumanoir saw Jus mortal apprehenido);i, 
and condescended to give him some assuranee. 

‘Fear nothing,’ he said> ‘for thy wwtoh^l 
person, Jew, so thou dealest uprightly in ttiie 


‘1 am bearer of a letter,' stammered out tbe 
Jew, ‘so please your reverend valour, to that 
good kniglit, from Prior Aymer of the Abbey of 
Jorvanlv.’ 

‘ Said 1 not these w^ere evil times, Oonrade ? * 
sjud tlie Master. ‘A Cistercian prior sends a 
letter to a soldier of the Tenqile, and can fitd no 
more fitting messenger than an unbelieving Jew. 
(wive me the letter?’ * 

The Jew, with trembling hands, undid the 
folds of his Annciiian cap, in which he had 
deposited Lhe prior's tablets for the greater 
h(*eurity, and was about lo apjiroach, with Itand 
oxt«"iidcd and body crouched, to place it within 
the leacli of his grim interrogator. 

‘Back, dog!’ said the Grand Master; ‘I touch 
not inisbelieveis, save w'itli the sword.— Oonrodo, 
take thou the letter fiom (lie it 

lo me.’ 'TJt ^ 

Beaumanoir, being thus iio&sesm of the 


tablets, insjiceted tlieautsido carefully, and then 
])roeeeded to undo thflr^ok -thread which secured 
its folds. ‘ UeverQflA'fathe^,’ saidfConrade, in- 
terposing, though #lth much deforonoej ‘wilt 
thou break the se^* • 

‘And will I noir said Beaumanoir, with 
frow'ii. ‘Is it not wiitten in the ihrty-seoo]^; 
eapitol, J)e Ltchme Literarumf that a Tc mpalif ' 
shall not receive a letter, no, not from hiS 
without eommunieatiiig the same to the Or^a, 
Master, and reading it in his prosonoe t * 

He then perused tlie letter in baste, with attS 
expression of surprise and hoiror; read it 
again more slowly ; then holding it out tp 
rode with one hand, and sliglitly striking ' 

the other, exelainiod — ‘Here is goodly stuff for 
one Oliiistian man to write to another, and both 
niemlx is, and no inconsiderable members, Of re- 
ligious ])rofebsioiis • When,’ said ho solemnly, 
and looking iijnvard, ‘wilt Thou come with thy 
fanners lo purge the thrashing-floor 3* 
Mont-Fileliet totfk the letter from his Superior, 
and was about to peruse it. ‘Road it sloud. 
Oonrade,* said tl e Grand Master,— ‘and dp fbou^ 
(to Isaac) ‘ attend to the purport of it^ ftr Wp 
w’ill question tlice concerning it.' ^ 

Oonrade read the iRter, which woa in jbbosp 
words : ‘ Aymer, by divine grace Prior Of 
Cistercian house of Saint Mary’s of J^^vsulx^^to 
Sir Brian do Bois Guilbert, a Knight oHWhoiy. 
Order of the Temple, wibhoth bealth% Wra 
bounties of King Bacchus and of my ' 

Touelung our present condition, dear 
we are a captive in the hands of 0ert^4 
and godless men, who have not 
OUT person, and put us tO ranaomj m 

have also learned of Front-de^BaWBmisfti^^ 
and that thou hast escaped 'With' tw Am 


l^cPress, whose black eyes hav^ 

We are heartily rqjoioed of tby ftp' 

tbolees, we pray thee to be ptk thy mtitSl 


tboleesy we 
matter Hti \ 


»ray thee to be ptk th' 
lis second Witch pf , 
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0m privately assured that your Orreai Master, 
wliio cai^h uot a bean for clierry cheeks and 
black eyes^ comes from Normandy to diminisli 
your Uiirth, and amend your misdoings. Wlicrc- 
fore we* pray you heai’tily to beware, and to be 
found watching, even as the Holy Text hath it, 
Tnv&tmnlur vigilantes. And tlie wealtliy Jew 
her father, Isaac of York, having prayed of me 
letters in his behalf, I gave him these, caniestly 
advisings and in a sort enti'oating, t^ at you do 
.hold the damsel to ransom, seeing he will ])ay 
you from his bags as much as may iiiid fifty 
damsels upon safer terms, whereof 1 tiust to 
hate my part when we make merry together, as 
true brothers, not forgetting tlic wiue-eiip. For 
what saith the tojrt, Vuium loetificat cor iumuids ; 
and again, llcjc d€ieetahU}fr jmlchntudnie taa, 

* Till which merry meeting v e wish you fare- 
well. Given from this den of thieves, about the 
hour of matins. 

*AyMEK Pll. S. M. JORVOLf'lENOIS. 

* Postscript um,- -Tnily your golden chain hath 
not long abidden with me, and will now sustain, 
around the neck of an outlaw deer-stealor, the 
whistle wherewith he calleth on his hounds.' 


*What sayest thou to this, Conrade?* said 
the Grand Master . — * Den of thieves ! and a Jit 
residence is a den of thieves for such a prior 
No wonder that the hand of God is upon us, ami 
thiOt in the Holy TjuikI Ave lose place by place, 
foot by foot, before* the infidels, when we have 
such churchmen as this Aymer. — And what 
moaneth ho, 1 trow, by this second Wit eh of 
Sudor r said he to his ooufidaiii, soiiiothing 
Impart. 

Conrade was better acquainted (peiliajis by 
practice) with the iargon of gallantly, than was 
Ids Sh^rior ; and he expuimded the iiassage 
which embarrassed the Grand Master, to he a 
$ort of ]angq|ige used by worldly men towards 
those whom tney loved par amours; hut the 
if^xplanation did not satisfy the bigoted Bcau- 
'nianoir. 

* There Is more in it than thou dost guess, 
Courade ; thy simplieity is no match for this 
deep abyss of wickedness. This Kehocca of 
YoA; was a piipil of that Miriam of whom thou 
tuMt heardf Thou shalt hear the JeAV own it 
even now.' Then, turning *to Isaac, he said 
alottd»o*'^y daughter, then, is piisoner witii 
Briau de Ilkns-Guilbert ’ ’ • 

^ *^y^ ret'erond valorous sir,* stammered poor 

Isaa^ * ahd whatever ransom a poor man may 
pay m her deliverance ’-i — 

, * Teaee I * said the Grand Master, * Tin's thy 
daughter hath practised the art of healing, hath 

‘ Ay i graciqua sir,* answ^ered the Jew, with 
ttkm^dence ; ‘ and knight and yeoman, 
(lira Jttd vassal, may bless the goodly gift 
" pen hath assigned to her. Many a 
‘ that rfie liath recovered them 
hen every other human aid hath 
but the blessing of tlie God of 

Wned to Mont^Fitohet with a 
^8ee^ btother,* he said, Hhe de- 
ftf tho devouring Enemy ! Behold the 


poor space of earthly liib in exchange for eternal 
happiness hereafter. W^tl said Mir blessed rule, 
i^emper perctUiatur iso Up on the lion ! 

Down with tho destioyor f said he, shaking aloft 
his mystic abacus, as if in dehanee of the powers 
of <laikness.“-‘Thy daughter worketh the cures, 

I doubt not,’ tlius he went on to addi^ the 
Jew, ‘by Avords anil sigils, and periapts, and 
other calialistical mysteries f * 

‘Nay, lever^’iid and brave knight,* answered 
Isaac, ‘hut in chief incasuro by a balsam of' 
marvellous virtue.’ 

‘ Where had she that seciet ? ' said Bean- 
maiiutr. 

‘ It AA as dell veied to her, ' aiisw’ercd Isaac reluct" 
antly, ‘ hy Miriam, a sago ination of our tribe,* 

‘Ah, false Jew!' said the Grand Master f 
‘was it not fiom that same witch Miriam, the 
ahominaiion of whose enchantments have been 
heard of throiighont every Christian land ^ * 
exclaimed tho Giand Master, crossing himself. 

‘ Her Imdy A\as burnt ut u stake and her ashes 
were scattered to the four wiiidi ; and so he it 
AAitli me and mine Older, if 1 do not as much to 
her pu[>il, and moie also * I Avill teaeli her to 
throw B]>el] and incantation over tho soldiers of 
the blessed Temple.— Theie, Damian, «jpunithi8 
Jew fiom the gate -shoot him dead if lie o]>poso 
or tnin again. With his daughter we will deal 
as the C'luistian law and oiu own high ojfliee 
AAdnant.* 

Poor Isaac was hut i led off accordingly, and 
expelled fiom tlie Preceptoiy ; all his entreaties, 
and cAoii his offers, unheard and disregarded. 
Ho could do no better than return to the house 
of the Kabhi, and endeavour, through his mqans, 
to leain how his daughter was to he disposed otl 
Ho had hithcito feaicd lor her honour, he was 
now to tremble for her life. Meanwhile, tho 
Grand Master oidered to his presence the PrO* 
ceptor of Teiiii>lestowe. 


CHAPTER XXXVI, 

Say not my art is fraud— all live by seeming. 

7 he btRgar legs with u, and the g^ay courtier 
(,ains land and title, rank and iiile, Ly seeming; 

The clergy storn it not, and the bold soldieri 
Will cki wilh It his service.— All admit it, 

All practise ii ; and he is ho is content 

With showing what he is, shall ha\e small credit 

In church, or caniji, oi state— Su wags the world. 

Olo pLAy, 

Albert Malvoisin, Prehideiit, or, in the 
language of the Order, J^receptor of tho OsUb* 
lishmeiit of Tcmplestowe, w'os hrothOtf 
Philip Malvoisin who has been already WCUSm , 
ally mentioned in iliis history, and Vae, Bko- 
that hex on, in close league with Brian de Bois- 
Guilheil. 

Amongst dissolute and unprincipled mon, of 
whom the Temple Order included hut too many, 
Albert of Templestowe might ho <JiHtinguighea ; 
but with this aifferenoe from the audacious Bois* 
Guilbert, that he khew how to throw over his 
vices and his ambition the veil of hypooiisy, and, 
to smxm in hwexterioT the fanntmism ^hkh 
he internally denpised. Had not tbe/arrival of 
vm Oi'and Meater been eo nneapeotqd^y 
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would liavo seen nothing at Tcmploatowo 
which might Jiavo apj^caml to argue any relaxa- 
tion of dist-ipUno. And even although sur- 
priacd, and to a certain extent detected, Albeit 
Mai voiaiii listened w itli such reapoct and apparent 
con ti ll ion to fho rebuke of liis Huiierior, and 
?na(ic Hiich haste to reform the particulars lie 
censured, —sueeeeded, in fine, so well in gi'ioK 
an air of asectio devotion to a family ^^hit•]^ had 
been lately devoted to licence ami jJi'asurc, that 
XiUeas lieaiinianoir bogm to entertain a ln;;ber 
opinion of the Proeejitor’s morals tlmii the iiist 
appearance of the establislimeiit liad inclined 
him to adopt. 

But those favourable sentiments on the pait 
of tho Grand Master ^^e^e greatly sliakeii !>y the 
intolligenoo that Allrut had leeiuved ^^ithin. a 
house of religion the Jewish e.iptive, and, m uas 
to ho feared, the paramour of a brother of the 
Order ; and when Albert appeared before liim, 
ho was regarded with unwonted stoinness. 

‘There is in this mansion, dedieaied to the 
purposes of tho holy Order of the Temple,* b«ii(l 
tho Grand Master, in a severe tone, ‘a .fewisJi 
woman, brought liitlier by a brotlier of religion, 
by yonr connivance, Sir J’reooptor.* 

Albeit Malvoisiii was overwhelmed with eou- 
fiision ; for the unfortunate Rebeeea had been 
ooutiiied in a remote and secret iiart of tho build- 
ing, and cveiy preeaution used to i>r(‘vent lnM‘ 
reHideneo there from being known, fie r(*ad in 
tho looks of Beaumnnoir ruin to Uois Guillieit 
and to himself, unless he should lie able to avert 
tho imiiendiug storm. 

‘Why arc you inutot’ continued the Grand 
Mastoi. 

‘Is it permitted tome to iT]»ly?’ an.swcred the 
Pm-eptor, in a tone of the deepest humility, 
although by tho rpicstioii he only meant to gain 
an instant's s]Kiee for arranging his ideas. 

‘Speak, you arc ]KTmiUe<l,* said the (irtiiid 
Mastar— ‘ speak, and say, knowest thou the 
capital of our boly mb', "lie comviih'fotdbus 
Templi in sttnefa cirifatf^ qni cvm wi^if^rrinus 
mnlierihus veminlur, oblfcfationem cur- 

ww/'* 

‘Surely, most reverend falber.’ answeied the 
Preceptor, ‘ I have not risen to tliis office in the 
Order, being ignorant of one of its im>st im- 
portant prohibitions. ’ 

‘How comes it, then, I demand of thee once 
more, that thou li.ist siifieied a brother to bring 
a paramour, and that iMii.imour a Jewish .t»r- 
oeres?, into this lioly place, to tho stain and 
2>ollution thereof ? ' 

‘A Jewish soieei’css!* echoed Albert Mal- 
Toisin ; * good angels guard ns ! ' 

‘Ay, brother, a .Icwisli sorceress!* said tlie 
Grand Master sternly. ‘ I have said it. I)art*st 
thou deny that this Beheeca, the daughter of 
that wretched usurer Isaac of York, and tho 
pupil of tho foul wilch Miriam, is now-- shame 
to bo tbongbt or spoken ! lodge* I 'within this 
thy Preeeptory ? ’ 

‘ Your wisdom, reverend father,* answered tho 
Preceptor, ‘hath rolled away tlm darkness fre^m 
niy ttnderstaiiding. Miu'li did I wmnder that so 

* T iie whkh quotes, is agaiiwt communion with 
vooihii of light dluuacttri , 


good a knight as Brian dc Bois Guilbert seemed 
so fondly besotted on the charms of this female, 
'u horn 1 received into this house merely to })laco 
a bar betnixt their growing intimacy, which 
else might have been cemented at the expense 
of llie fall of our v/iliant and religious brother.’ 

‘Halil nothing, then, as yot imssed betwixt 
them in bieaeh of bis vowf* demanded the 
Grand Master. 

‘ Whut > under this roof ?* said the Preceptor, 
crossing himself ; ‘ Saint Magdalene and the ten 
thoiLsaiid virgins forbid ! — Jio ! if I have sinned 
in n'ceiving her here, it was in tho erring 
f lionglit that I might tlius break off our brother’s 
besotted de\otion to this Jewess, which seemed 
to mo so wild and nnnatiiraJ,Vbat 1 could not 
but usoiibe it to sofiic touch ot insanity, more to 
1)0 cured by piiy than lenroof. But since your 
reverend wisdom bath iliscovcred this Jewish 
(pican to be a sorceress, perchance it may 
account fully for his enamoured folly.’ 

‘ It doth » - it doth I ’ sairl J^eaumanoir. ‘See, 
brotlier Gonrade, the jicril of yielding to the lirst 
devices and blandishmenls of Satan ! We look 
upon w'oman only to gratify the lust of the eye, 
and to t ike i>leasui e in w hat men call her beauty ; 
and the Aiicioiit Enemy, the devouring Lion, 
obtains ])o'ner over us, to complete by talisman 
and .‘>j»ell a woik which was begun by idleness 
and tolly. It may hi* that our brother Bois- 
Guilbert iloes in lllis matter, deserve rather pity 
Ilian severe cliaslisi'incnt ; rather the support of 
tho staff, than the strokes of the rod ; and that 
our adiuonitioiis and prayers may tuni him from 
his folly, and I'cstorcliim to his brethren,’ 

‘ It w’erc deep ])itv, ' said Oomade Mout-Eitchet, 

‘ to lose to the Order one of it8be.st lances, when 
the holy community most req^uires tho aid of it9 
sons. 'I’hroe hundred Saracens liath this Brian 
de Bois-Guilbeit slain with his own hand.’ 

‘The blood of these accursed dogs,’ said tho 
Graiul Master, ‘shall be a sweet and acceptable 
offering to the saints and angels whom they 
despise and llasxdieme ; and with their aid wifi 
wc counteract tJie spells and charms wdth which 
our brother is entwined a.s in a net. Ho shall 
burst the liaiuls of tins Delilah, as Samson burst 
the tw’o new cords with which the Philistines 
had bound bini, and sh.all .slaughter tho infidels, 
even heaps upon hcajis. But oonceming this 
foul witch, who hath iliing lier enchan&ents 
over a brother V)f the Holy Temple, assuredly 
site sliall die the deatli.’ 

‘But tho laws of England’ — ^said the Pre- 
ceptor, who, though delighted that the Grand 
M.istei’s resentment, thus fortunately averted 
from himself and Boia - Guilbert, had taken 
amdlicr direction, began now to fear lie was 
caiTyiiig it too far. 

‘The law’s of Kiigl.iiid,’ interrupted Boaillpau^ 
oir, ‘ijcnnit and enjoin each judge to eiseoutd 
justice within bis ow’ii jurisdiction. The fiiost 
petty baron may arrest, try, and a 

wit(‘l) found within his own domain. And shall 
that power be denied to the Grand Mitotor oi 
the Temphi within a Preeeptory of his Order? 
Ko— -w’o will judge and condemn. The witch 
shall be taken out of the land, and the wicked- 
ness tliereof shall be formven, Pnmar^'tho 
castle hhll for the trial of the sorceress.^ f , 
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Albert Malvoisin bowed and letired, — ^not to 
give direotionb for niepanng tlio ball, but to seek 
out Biian do Bois Gmibcit, and conmmnioatL to 
him how matters were likUy to •ieimiiidte It 
was not long ore ho found lam, fodining witli 
indignation at a rcimlso ho liad anew sustdintd 
iiom the fair Jewess ^Iho unthinking, hi 
said, *tho ungritiful, to sroin him A\ho, iiiiidst 
blood and flames, ^^ou^(l hd\c su liei lit< if 
tho iisk of hi& own ’ Hy nia\iii, Milvoisin * 1 
abode until loof and nllus uackh i and ti islitd 
aiound mo 1 was tin butt of ahiindK 1 aiiows 
they rattled on mine nmoui like hnlstoni 
against a lattucd cispuunl ind tin only usi T 
m uh of my shigld was ioi liii piotr ( tioii 1 las 
did I enduic for lui , and now tin st If will d 
gul npbiiids ino tint I (fld mi lem lni to 
piiish, and if fuses me imt onl^ tho sli^Iiti t 
proof ol grxtitudf but (\<ii flu mo t di tint 
nope that ixei slie will li Inought U> ^laiil inx 
Tho di vil, th it p s( SSI d In i i u c w itli ( 1 stin i \ , 
has toiKintuttd its lull loro ii lui sin,^h 
peisonJ ’ 

* riu drill* ‘-aid the Pucoidti 'I tlauk 
possessed you both 11 w iff lint I jKulud 
to you ( nition, if iiol < iilintnet i iJid f ml 
till }OU tint thfie wtu tuoiii^li willing ( hiisfi ii 
dimsds to be met with wlio w(uld flunk if m 
to lefiise so biave i knight 7( <1 n cl imomci u 
mui Hid you mu t meds imhoi afhftion rn 
a wilful, ohstinakf lewfss’ ly flu miss, 1 
think old Lucas Jh lumii on gntsscs right, when 
he mauitaifns she li ith cast spell ovoi \ou 
‘Lucas lleauni moil ’ - said J>ojs (tuillxit 
lopioach fully- ‘Ak llusf }oiii jm cautions 
Malvoisin? Hast thou sulhicd the ditiid to 
leain that Rebeeea is in Iho I^ioccptoiy d 
‘IIow could I help it? Slid the Pitctplor 
neglcttcd nothing tint could keep sc cut 
yom mystery, but it is Kinjed, iiidwhctlici 
by tho dowl oi no tin dc\il only tail tdl 
But I ha\o tuintd the initUi i I coiilu , ^ou 
aio safe if you iinounce Ktbteta ’\ou au 
liitiod — the victim of migital dcluiion She is 
a soicercss, and must suih i as such ’ 

‘She shall not, bj IJcavcu * said Bois Guil 
belt. 

‘By Heaven, she must ind will ’’ siid Mai 
\oiain ‘J^cilhti }( 1 7101 in> one else cm n 
hor Luc IS Bcauiinium l*ifli set tie 1 tint the 

death of a Jewess w ill lea siii otic i ing sufJic u nt 
to atono foi all the amouui Sndul^^cncts of tlu 
Knights Tempi as, md thou knowtst he h itli 
both the power and wil^to ( \< into so uasonal It 
and pious a piaxiost 

‘Will future ages T (licit tint suili stupid 
bigotry over eusted?’ sml Bois Ginlbcit, stud 
mg up and down the ipaitmeiii 
"what they may be line, I know not, snd 
Malvoisin calmly, ‘but 1 know well, tint lu 
tbia oui day, clcigy and laymen, tike naut) 
nine to tho bundled, will ery ainou to flio 
Master’s sente ucc ’ 

*1 have it,* said Bois Guilbcrt ‘Albtit, 
tbott ait my Inond Thou must cornu vo at lur 
escape^ Malvoisiii, and I will tiansport liei to 
some place ot greatei secmiiy and setiecy/ 

*I cannot, u I would,* replied the T’lctcptor , 
*tbe mansion is filled with tho attendants of 
tbe Grand Master, and others who afo devoted 


to him. And, to be fbank with you, biother, 

I would not embaik with you in this iiiaUci, 
even if I tould hope to lung my haik to Juven 
1 liaie risked enough aluauy for >our sake I 
hue no mind to cnebu liter a sentoiieo of de 
giiclation, 01 eicn to lose my Prceeptoiy, loi 
the sake of a paiiiied )uc(( of Jewish flesh and 
blood And joii, if 3 on will bo guided by my 
counsel, will iijj this wild goose chase, and 
fly 30111 hiwk it s in otiui game Tlmik, 
Bois (^uiIIm it Ihy [»i<s nf lank, thy intuie 
hoiiouis ill dijfiid in fh^ ] lact 111 the Ordei 
ShouldsL thou idlnu ]< mi s<] 3 to thy passion 
fci thisj Kihc((i, fhon \ilt w,ivc Bcaumanoii tho 
powei ol iYj)fllin„ thif nid In will not neglect 
it lie ](ah>ii i tin Iniiuluou wiiuli ho 
holds in 111** Ilf ml liiit, ,1111 and In knows thou 
stiitilust Ihy l<ld hind t iw iids it Doubt 
not he will unn thu il tin u ilUndfst him ^ 
]>iLtc\t so I III is thy |iot(ition ol a Jewish 
soiiciL s Gi\( him Ills s ojc in this nnttci, 
foi then (an 1 not (ontul him Mlun tho sliil 
IS m IhiiK own hi in i isp Ihiu miyesi caiess 
tin (1 lughtds ol Jndih 01 bn 111 them, as in ly 
last Slut llniif own hiinn ui 

‘Milvcisin Slid J><>i (uulhcit, ‘thou ait a 
c( Id I loodtd 

J Jitnd, s 1 I the Puccptoi hastemiig to fill 
up the Hull 111 wlinh Jiois tuiilheit would 
piol ihly hi\c jlued c woi t woid, -‘a (old 
JHoded iiuiid 1 im and tin ic foie moii fit to 
/nc thcc idiuc 1 tdl tli(( once inoic, tint 
thou (anst net mio Bclt((a I tell thee once 
nnic til n ( iiist 1 uL ]<iish with lici (10 lue 
thc( tf) ihe < land JM istoi tliiow tJi3self at bis 
U ( t ind tell him ’ — 

Jsot it his feet, I3 Hcsvcnl but to the 
dot lid s vtiy lieaid will I say 

‘Siy to him linn to his lu iid,* eontinued 
AIilvc sin coolly, that you love this captive 
J(i css to disti action nul tin moie thou dost 
f nUig( oil tlij 1 IS ion, the u ltd will be his 
histe to (11(1 it ly the death of the fan cii 
(linitH s, wliilotlnn, tikdi 111 lla^iant ddut 
by llic nowil of i dinu coritiiiy to thine oatli, 
( iji t l(p< no lid (f thy butliioii, and must 
(xdiingi all thy hiillinit \isioiis of ambition 
1 id ]>o\ d, to li/l ] ( ihj| s a nidfdifiiy speai in 
s lie of tin ) etty qn iiids 1 ctwidi Handers and 
Bill gundy ’ 

‘ Ihou s|uik(sf (lie tiulh, Alahoisin,’ said 
Bnai ’e Bois (iiiill (it iftd a mrment a rcficc 
tioii ‘I will gne tin lioiiy 1 m t no advantage 
Old me 111(1 loi Kd cin, slu luth not ment^ 
it my hind tint 1 should (sjosi lank and 
honour toi hei f dv( I will etst her olF— yes, 
I will If ive hci to hd fate, nnltss’ 

‘(Qualify not thjy wis( and necessaiy rcsolu* 
tion Slid Malioisiii , ivoinin aio but the tflja 
wliidi imusf oui lightei liouis— ambition is tho 
sLiicus business of life Tdisli i thousand sueb 
frail biubles as this Teifrcss, hefoie thy manly 
step pane m tie biilliant career that lu» 
stietclud befoic thcc ’ 1 01 the present wo put, 
noi must we be seen to bold clobc conversatioiu 
1 must order tlio ball for lus )udgment-seat.’ 

* What * * said Bois Guilbert, ‘ so soon ? ' 

‘Ay,* replKKl the rioeeptSjr, ‘tnal moves 
rapidly on when the judge has detonnmed th« 
sentence beforehand/ 



VBttmy NOVELS 


080 


*Eel>6oca/ sAid Bois Ouilbert, when he w«l 
left alone, ‘ thou ait like to co^t me dear -—Why 
oannot I abandon thee to thy fate, as this calm 
hypodjtc ufommemis^ -One effort will I make 
to Wi th(c— but beware of ingiatituflc ! for if 
I am a-?ain icpulscd, my vengeance shill u^ual 
my Jo\c The life ind honour of Hois Guilbeit 
must not bo hi/aidtd, wlic c ^ontonipt and 
lepioiclKs are liis only icwud ’ 

Tin Piocrptoi had liiidly given the ne(es‘iaiy 
ordois, when be was joined by ( oni idc Mont 
i^ltolut, who loquamti 1 him willi the (<ianl 
Mastei s itsolution to bung tin Jewess to instuit 
tiial foi SOI ct ry 

*lt IS suruly 1 dicam siid the Piece ptor, 
*we have mui} Jewish physi iins and w( call 
them not wiraids, thoiioli tiny w iik wondciful 
Lurcs * 

* riib Gland Mistei tliinks olluiwist said 
Slont i itchet , *and Allxit I will he ii{ light 
with thee wi/ii 1 i ii )t li wdi b( ttu thit 
this mibdahh duns 1 di iliaii tbit Hiuii di 
Hois (jiuilhc rt shjull lo list ti Hit Oidtr oi 
the Older diM It 1 1 y inU inal disst ision Tlitu 
knowest liis high link, Ins lime in aims — 
fhou knowest flit /r il with win li miny o^ oiii 
hrcthrfn itgiid him— but ill tins will not avni 
him with oil (nind Masld should he consult i 
Biimastlu adoinpluc, int th( victim, of this 
Jewess \\d( thf snilsol tin twelve tiilus lu 
h(r single holy itwtn bettti she siificicd ilnic, 
than that Hois (nulbcit w lo pariiid m hu 
destruction * 

have been woiking him even now to 
abandon lui, siid Mihoism 1 iit still aie 
theie grounds tnoiigh totonldnn this K bee i 
for soietry « Will ii )t flic Oi m 1 Mastci oliingo 
las mind when he sds tint Hit pi oofs aie so 
weik« 


‘They must lo sticiipjtluiic 1 Allurt icplu 1 
Mont ritilut *tliey misl be sLitn^thcncl 
Dost thou und istui I nu ? 

*Idn, Slid the l*ncf pi )r *noi do I strnple 
to do aught ioi tin adv im tmnnt of the Oidti 
but theio IS litfle tiiiu t > in I (iigiiies fittiiif^ 
'Malvoisiu they uiusf bf loiiii 1 biid C onrule 
* well ull it advaiitttgo both tin Oidtr and thee 
This TempUstowe IS i j> i li cti toiy— tint ot 
Maison Dieu is w nth d>iblo its \ ilm — thou 
knowest my iiiteitat with oiii old eliief— laid 
those who tan eaiiy this inittei thiough and 
thou art Prcecjitoi of Miism Ditii in the tcrtile 
Kent -Hiw sayest thou ^ 

‘ rbeic ire, it plied M lU oisin, ‘ among those 
who eame hither with Pois Guilbeit, two fellows 
avhom I well know , sen ants they wore to inv 
brother Philip do Mihoisin an I pissed from his 
service to that of liontde Hteuf - It may he 
they know someHang of the wit 1 ones of this 
avomau ’ 


Away, seek Hiem out inst intly— and hail 
thee, if a bv/ant or two will sJiarpon thei: 
memory, let n em not 1 wanting ’ 

* They would swear the inotlui that boie then 
$ ftOro<^oaa foi a /etchm said the Piceeptor 

then,' said Montlitehct, *at nooi 
> pt^eerd 1 have n it seen oui 

ttioi m tfUUi earnest mejiaratioii sinee he eon 
“lehed w the etako Hamet Alfagi, a comer 
) |ela^ to the infoeljm faith * 


The ponderous castle&beU had tolled the poiAt 
of noon, when Eobecca hoard a iramplmg Of feet 
upon ilio pm ate stair which led to her place of 
coiihnomeut *The noi&e amiouneod the armol 
of several persons, and the circumstance rather 
gave lur ]oy , for she was xnoie afiaid of the 
so1itii> visits of the fierce and passionate Bois 
(lUilhert thill of any evil thit could befall her 
bcsid( s J he door of the ehamlier was unlockef), 
and Ionia 1( and the Pieeoptoi Milvoism enteied^ 
attemh 1 ly 1 )in wardcis clothed lu black, ana 
hcaiiug halbfids 

Daughtd ( I an aceiiiscd lace * ' said the Pie 
ccptoi, diisc and follow us 

Wlntliei, Slid Kebecoa, ‘aiiji foi what pui 
post i 

‘Dimscl, ansviefod ( oiiiacU 'it is not foi 
tlioo to qu ti 11 , but to obey Nevertheless, ho 
P known to thco that thou ait to lie brought 
bciojf the tiibuiiil ot the Grand Master of oui 
holy Onhr, thcic t > answir foi tliuxo oflencos * 
'Miy the (jiod oi Abialiim bo piaisodt* said 
ll< brec i, folding bci bands devoutly , ' ike n ime 
I f d )U(l^,o, tlioiigh an ciu my to my people, is to 
nle IS iho inme of a pi iteeloi Most willingly 
do 1 filbw ilicc— pumit lut only to wiap my 
veil iiound my lu id 

fliiy dtsteiidtd the stiii with slow and solemn 
step tri versed a long giJleiy, and, by a pan oi 
fc Uling doois placed at Hie end, cniired the gicat 
lull 111 which the Giand Mastn had foi the time 
(stillishcd Ins couit of justice 

Jho lower put of ihio ample a]iaftment was 
filled with spines and joonun wlij made way, 
not w ilhout some diffi uUj , for llebeeca attended 
])y tlio 1 icecplor mil Mont 1 itehot, and followeil 
by the guild of liilleidicrs, to move foiwaid 
lo the sc it appointed foi her As she passed 
through the crowd, lu t aims folded and her head 
d pressed a sriaj) of pajer was thiust into het 
lianl which she iceoivcd almost unconBciotU^y^ 
and continued to hold without examining lU 
route nts 1 he assmanc c th it she possessed some 
friend in this iw ful assc mbly gave her eouiago to 
lock around and to maik into whoso preaence 
she hid been eonductc 1 i^ho ga/od, acooid- 
II) upon the seem, wliiili wc ohall endeaVout 
to dcsciibe in the next cha[lu 


cii liPyrA A XXVI/. 


St^ 1 VIS iht which lade it's votite$ leave 
At hu rnn woe with hiltnan leiiK to g leve, 
Stern wis the law which it the wintiuig wile 
Off u k id harmless mirth forbade to omile , 
Bit stunt still whci 1 igh tile iron rc^ 
t f ty *u p^wer she. si ock and colld thit Wower 
jf ( od 

Ihb Miums Aw 


Tin tiibnnal erected for the tn4 
innocent and unhappy Ecbcoca; ocoi^d tha * 
dais or elev atod i»art of the upper ea<r of 
gicat hall -a platfoim, which wr« hw 
destiibed as the place of honour, ha , 

occupied by the most diatinguiehiw 
or guests ot an ancient mansToUf 
Onan elevated seat, dueUl; 
sat the Oraad Master of the 
aitiple Tohh af flowing white, hol^ 
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tfatt myatic whicli ^ro the a^^bol the 
Order. At his feet was plaeod a table, occupied 
by two eoribea, ehaplains of the Order, whose 
duty it was to reduced to formal x-ecord the pro- 
ceediuga of the day. The black dresses, bare 
soalpe. and demure looks of these churclniieu 
for^ieo a ■strong contrast to the warlike apj)ear- 
ance of tbe knights who attended either as 
residing in the rreceptory, or as come thither 
to attend upon their (Irand Master. The Pie- 
ceptors, of whom there vere four present, 
occupied seats lower in height, and somewhat 
drawn back behind that of Lhcir Supciior ; and 
the knights, who enjoyed no such rank in the 
Order, were placed on henehes still lower, and 
preserving the same diatance fiom the rreeeptois 
as these from th^ Grand Matter, liehiiid tliein, 
but still upon the dais or elevated portion of the 
hall, stood the es(|niies of the Older, in white 
drosses of an inferioi (jiialiiy. 

Tlie whole assembly w’ore an aspect of the 
most profound gravily ; and in the iaees of the 
knighta might be jieieeived traces of military 
daring, united wdtii the solemn eai i iage beeomiug 
men of a religious profession, and which, in the 
presence of their Grand Master, lailed not to sit 
upon every brow. 

The remaining and lower pait of the hall was 
filled with guards, holding partisans, and with 
other attendants whom euiiosity had drawn 
thither, to see at ^iicc a Grand Master and a 
Jewish eoroercss. By far the greater jiait of 
those inferfbr persons w ere, in one rank or other, 
connected with the Order, an<l wore accordingly 
distinguished by tluMr black drosses. But 
peasants from tbe noiglibouiing countiy weio 
not refused admittance ; foi it was the })iide of 
Beaumanoir to render the edifying spectacle ol 
the Justice which he admin istcicd as public as 
possible. His large blue eyes seemed to expand 
as be gazed UttDUiid the assembly, and his eouideii' 
anoe appeared elated by the conscious dignity 
and imaginary mciit oi the }>art which he was 
about to pel form. A psalm, which he liimtelf 
acoompanied with a dee]) mellow yoi(*e, which 
jDge had not deprived of its powers, commenced 
the proceedings of the day ; and Gie solemn 
sounds, V&mU exult* nuts Domino^ so oiteii sung 
by the Templars bcfoie engaging with oaithly 
adversaries, judged by Lueas most appiopiiato 
to introduce the a ppi caching triiuiiph, for such 
ho doem^ it* over the jiowers df daikncss. Tho 
deep prolonged notes, raised by a hundi'ed mab(‘u- 
line voices accustomed to combine in the choial 
chant, arose to the vaulted root id the hall, and 
rolled Un amongst Us arches with tho jileasiug 
yet solemn sound of the rushing of mighty 
watem. 

WhSn the sound ceased, the Grand Master 
gJsnoM his eye slowly around the circle, and 
* that the seat of ono of the Preceptors 
i yiicant* Biian de Bois>Guilbcrt, by whom it 
Lne^Obotipiod, had loft his place, and was 
^^&l|iding near the extreme corner of one of 
^^Aes occupied by the Knights Companions 
m iTnnipJe, one hand eiftendiiig his long 
^ ifo as in some degree to hide his face ; 
i ibo otiier held his cross>handled sword, 
J the point of which, sheathed as it was; he 
IliSwIy drawing lines upon the oaheA floor. 


‘Unhappy mani* said the Grand Master, 
after favouring hiib ^th a glance of oompassion. 
‘Thou seest, Oonrade, how this holy work 
distresses liim. To this can the light look of 
woman, aided by the Prince of the Powers of 
ibis World, bring a valiant and worthy knight I — 
Seest tliou he cannot look u]K)n tis ; ho cannot 
look upon her , and who know^s by what impulse 
from his tormentor his hand forms those cabalistlo 
linos upon tho floor -It may be our life and 
safety are Ihus aimed at ; but wo s]»it at and defy 
the foul enemy. jSV mprr h o pt rentiat ur / ’ 

This was comnnniicated apait to Ids con^ . 
fidential follower, Gonradc Moiit-Vitclief. The ^ 
Grand Master then raised his voice, and addiessod 
the assembly. 

‘Reverend and valiant men, Knights, Pi-ccep- 
tors, and Coni])aiiions of this holy Order, my 
brethren and my children ! - you also, well-hom 
and pious Esquiies, who a&]>iio to wear this holy 
Cross !— and you also, Christian brethren, of 
every degieol—Be it known to you, that it is 
not defect of pow'er in ns which hath occasioned 
thoassemhlingof this congregation ; for, how'ever 
unwoi-thy in our jieison, yet to us is comniilted, 
with this batoon, full powei to judge and to tiy 
all that regards the w^eal of this our holy Order, 
Holy Saint Bernaid, in the rule of our knightly 
and religious profession, hath said, in the fifty- 
ninth capital.* that ho wmld not that brethieii 
be called togetber in couneil, save at the will and 
command of the Master ; leaving it fice to us, as 
to those moie worthy lathers who have piecodcd 
us in this our ofiiee, to judge, as w cll of the occa- 
sion as oi the timo and ]>laee in w^hich a oliaptor 
of the whole Order, oi of any jiait thereof, may 
be convoked. Also, in all such c‘hapters, it is 
our duty to hear tho advice of our brethren, and 
to proceed according to our own pleasure. But 
wheuthe i aging wolf hath made an inroad upon 
the flock, and carried oft* one member thereof it 
is the duty of the kind hho])heid to call his com- 
rades togellier, that with bow’s and slings they 
may quell the invader, aciording to oiir well- 
kiiow'u^rule, that the lion is e\er to he Iicatcn 
down. " We ha\o Iheicfoio summoned to our 
]»rcsoiice a Jewish woman, by name Rebecca, 
elaugliter of Isaac of York— a woman infamous 
for sortileges and for witchi‘nes; whereby she 
hath maddened tho blood, and besotted the brain, 
not of a thuil, but of a kniglit— not of a socuUr^ 
knight, but of ono devoted to tlio service of the 
JFoly Temple —not of a Kniglit Companion, but 
of a Procoptor of our Older, first in honour as in 
place. Our brother, liriaii de Bois-Guilbort, is 
w^ell known to oui selves, and to all degrees trim 
now hear me, as a true and zealous champion of 
the Cross, by whose arm many deeds of valour 
have been wrought in tho Holy Land, and the 
holy places purified from pollution by the blood 
of those infidels who defiled them. Neither have v 
our brother's sagacity and prudence been less in 
repute among his breiluen than his valour and 
discipline ; in so much, that knights^ both in 
Eastern and Western lands, have named t>e Bois» ' 
Guilbert os ono who may well be put in nomina- 
tion as successor to this batoon, when It shall 

• The reedtop i» aaSia refei^ to the Roles the Poor ' ' 



m 


WA VEHIEY NOVELS 


please Heaven to release ns from the toil of bear- 
ing it. If wo were told that such a man, so 
honoured, and so honourable, suddenly casting 
away regaid for his character, his vows, his 
brotliren, and his prosueots, had associated to 
luTJiHelf a .lewisli damsel, wandered in this lew<l 
<'oini»any through solitary places, defended her 
person in ]»relercnco to his <»wn, and, finally, was 
so utterly blinded and besotted by his folly, as 
to biing her e\eu to one of our own lM*ecoptoiies, 
what should wt say but that t])e nohli* hniglii 
ivas possessed by some evil doinon, or iiiflueiiced 
by some wicked spflU— If wo could suppose it 
^ otherwise, think not lank, valour, liigh repute, 
or any earthly coiisidei.ition, should ]»rovent us 
from visiting Jiini with jmindiment, th.it the < a il 
thing iniglit he icniovod, even ai'cording to the 
Juferft’ mahtnb f f tW/<s, For vaiious an<l 
heinous are the nets of ti.insgression ai^ainsl fho 
rule of our l)lessed Order lu this hiuieiitahle 
history. -1st, 11c hath valkod adoiding to his 
))roper will, conirary 1o capital JIS, Qiiotf hkHui 
/ nxiit prupriam vnfynfainn inadat, 2ud, lie 
hath held cominuuieition with an e^coTl^nunl- 
cdted perstm, capital .'i/, Ut mm pa rhei- 

prut mm t ri'nmnninavtts^ and tlicrclore hath a 
]»ortion in Anathnna Mammdha,- -3rd, He hath 
conversed with stiangc wojinoii, contrary to the 
capital, Ui frafn s mm con ct r^entut cum ( cfnnm n 
wuNcnbu^. — 4th, H<» hath not avoided, nay, he 
hath, it is to ho feated, solicited the kiss of 
woman ; by which, saith the last rule of our 
lonoAvncd Order, Uf fmpaniur oficnJaj the soMieis 
of tlic (Voss are brought into a siiai e. For av Jiieh 
heinous and nmltijilied guilt, lliiaii de Dois- 
(Juilhert should he cut otl and cast out fioiu oui 
loiigrcgation, AA^cre he the light hand and light 
eye thereof.* 

lie paused. A low munnnr Avent through the 
assembly. vSomc of the younger ]iait, aaIio had 
been inclined to Miiilo at the statute Dc o^co/it 
fwjimdis^ h<*canie noAV grave enough, and 
anxiously AATiited Avhat the (baud Masbi AAa> 
next to jiroposc. 

‘Such,* ho said, ‘and so groat should indeed 
he the puni.shinent of a Knight Templar, Avho 
Avilfully otlcndcd against the rules of hia Order 
in such weighty points. Ihit if, Itv means of 
(harms and of spells, Satiiii had oldaiiied 
dominion over the knight, ])erclinnee because lie 
ca-it Ids eyes too lightly upon a damsel's beauty, 
we am then rather to lament than chastise his 
backsliding ; and, imposing on him only such 
jienanoo aa may punly him from his iniquity, 
we are to tuin tlie full edge of our iucligualiou 
upon the aeciii'sed instrument, Avhicdi had so 
Avell-uigh occasioned his utter falling away. 
Stand forth, therefore, and hear Avitiies.s, ye Avao 
have witnessed these unluipjiy doings, that aao 
may judge of th(‘ sum and hearing thereof; and 
judge whctlier our justice may be satisfied wiili 
the punishment of this inhdel woman, or if aa'c 
must go on, with n bleeding heart, to the further 
proceeding apainst our brother.’ 

Several witncpses were called upon to prove 
if' the risks to which Bois-(?uilhert PX]H)sed himself 
in endeavouring to save Kehccea hom the blazing 
and bis neglect of his ^lersonal defence in 
* at^diviff to her safety. The men gave these 
tji^ exapjgptions common to vulgar 


minds which have been strongly excited by any 
remarkable event, and their natural disposition 
to the marvellous w^as greatly increased by 'tho 
satisfaction \a Inch their evidence seemed to an'oid 
to the eminent jierson for Avhose information it 
had been deliAcred. Tims the dangers Avhich 
Bois-duilbeit surmounted, in themselves suIIk 
ciently gieat, became jicu-tcntous in their narrat- 
ive. The devotion of tlio knight to Rebecca’s 
defence was cxaggeiated heyoucl the hounds, not 
only of discretion, hut i‘ven of the most f' an tie 
exce.ss ol chivalrous /cal ; and his defoicnw tu 
wliat she said, even altliough her language Was 
often hOAcre and upbraiding, was iiaiiited as 
eaiii(*d to an excess Avhich, in a man of his 
haughty tempei, seemed almost preteriiafuial. 

The I'lecejitoi of Teiiqilcstowe was then called 
on to disciibe tlie manner iii wliich Bois-Guilbcit 
and the Jewess ai lived ar the Pieeeptory. The 
cviihmee of Mai voisiii w^as skilfully giiaiiled. But 
aaIiiIc he ap]).iieiitly srudied to spaio the feelings 
of Bens (hiilbiit, lie threw in, from time to time, 
sueli hints as s‘'emecl to infer that he laboured 
under some lemporaiy alimiatioii of mind, so 
decjily did Jx* ai>]>ear to b« enamoured of the 
damsel Avhoiii he lu ought along With him. With 
sighs of penib iwe, the IVoeeptoi avowed his own 
contiition Joi having adimtled Rtheeea and her 
lovcM* wilhin the walls of tlie Piecejitoiy -‘But 
my dtfence,* he c oik hided, ‘has hecji made in 
my confession to our most ?K‘vercnd father the 
(Iraud Master ; he know^s my motives w^ctc not 
evil, though my conduct may have beA irregular. 
Joyfully will 1 submit to any poiiancc ho shall 
assign me. 

‘Thou hast spoken well, brother Albert,* said 
Bcaumanoir , ‘ thy motiv es w ei c good, since thou 
didst judge it light to arrest thine erring brother 
in his caiecr of juccijiitato folly. But thy con* 
duct was AAiong ; as lie that would stop a runaway 
steed, and sci/ing by tlie stirriqi instead of tho 
hiidle, i^cemth injuiy himself, instead of ae* 
conqihsliing liLs pin pose. Tliiileeii ])at(inosters 
are as-jigned ]»y our pious fouudci for matins, and 
nine for vcsjiois ; he those services doubled by 
thee. Tin ice a week arc Templars permitted tho 
use of flesJi ; hut do thou keep fast for all the 
seven cl lys. Tliis do for six wTcks to come, and 
thy ]>enaucc is accomplisliod.* 

With a liynociitr-al look of tho deepoat sub* 
missiou, the I’receptor of Templestowe bowled tn 
the ground before his Superior, and resumed his 
seat. 

‘ Were it not w’oll, l^rcthren,* said tho (Irand 
Master, ‘tli.it wo examine somelbiiig into the 
%imer life and eoiivei satiou of this woman, 
specially that we may discover whether she ho 
one likely to use magical charms and spells, since 
tho tiuths wliK h w e liave heard may well incline 
us to su]ipose tint in iliis unhapiiy coarse Our 
erring brother has been acted ui»on by^ Soroo 
infernal enticement and delusion ?* 

liemian of (loodalricko was thb fourth Pr6- 
cojitor jircsent ; the other, three were 
Malvoisin, and Bois-Ouilbert himself. Hertncn 
was an ancient warrior, whose face ‘Wse piarlced 
with seals inflicted by the sabre of the MosAcpHili, 
and had great rank and ooneideraiion among hi^ 
brethren. He arose and bowed to the Qinand 
Master, Vho instantly granted him lioeuoo fif ^ 
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speech. * I would crave to know, most reverend 
father, of our valiant brother, Brian de Boia- 
ivuiibert, what he says to these wondrous 
accusations, and witlf what eye ho liiniself now 
rogai'ds his unhappy intercourse witli this Jewish 
maiden ¥ * 

'Brian de Bois-Guilbert,’ said the Grand 
^Master, ‘thou licarest the question vliich our 
brother of Goodalricko desireth thou sliouldst 
answer. I oonimand thee to reply to him.’ 

Bois-Guilbert turned his liead towards the 
Grand Master when thus addressed, and remained 
silent. 

‘lie is possessed hy a duml) devil,’ said the 
Grand Master. * Avoid t hcc, Sathuiias • Speak, 
Brian do Boia-Guilberl, I coTijiire thee, hy this 
symbol of our hdy Order.’ * 

Bois-Guilbei t made an effort to sii])pre?>B his 
rising scorn and iinlignation, the expression of 
which, ho was well aware, w’ould Lave little 
availed him. ‘Ihian do Bois - (Juill)(M‘t,’ ho 
aiibweied. ‘replies not, most leveiond father, 
to such wild and vague eliarges. it his honour 
bo impeached, lie will defend it with his body, 
and with that sword which has often fought for 
Christendom.’ 

‘We forgive thee, brother Brian,’ said the 
Grand Master; ‘though tliat thou hast boasted 
thy warlike achievements licforo us, is a glorify- 
ing of thine own deeds, and eoineth of the 
Bnemy, who temwtctli us to exalt our own wor- 
ship. But thou hast our pardon, jmlging thou 
speakest less of thine own suggestion than from 
the impulse of him whom, hjr Heaven’s leave, wc 
will quell and drive forth fiom our assembly.’ 
A glance of disdain llaslied fiom the daik ficreo 
jyes of Bok-Guilbcrt, but be made no reply. — 
‘And now,’ puisuod the Grand blaster, ‘sinee 
■)ur brother of Goodalrickc’s question has been 
thus imperfectly answered, pursue w’c our quest, 
brethren, and, with our patron’s assistanee, we 
will search to the bottom this mystery of iniquity. 
— Lot those who have aught to witness of the 
life and conversation of this Jewish W'oman, stand 
forth before ns.’ There was a Inistle in the low'tr 
jiart of the hall, and when the Grand Master 
inquired the reason, it wms replied, there was in 
the crowd a bedridden man, whom the jirisoner 
had restored to the perfect use of his limbs, by a 
miraculous balsam. * 

The poor ]>easant, a Saxon hy biitb, w^as 
dragged foiwaid to the bar,* terriiied by tlic 

r al consequences wdiieb lie iniglit liavc ineuired 
the pfuilt of having^been cured of the ]»al8y 
by a J emsh damsel . I’cr fectly c ared lie ecrl ain !y 
was not, for he siqiported himself forward on 
cnitohes to give ovidenco. Most unwilling was 
hia testimony, and given with many toais ; but 
h$ admitted that two years sinee, when residing 
at York, he was suddenly aflUcted w'ith a soro 
diseasO) while labouring for Isaac the rich Jew’, 
in his vocation of a joiner ; that he had been 
unable ^0 stir from his bed until the remedies 
applied by J^becca’s directions, and especially a 
warming and spic}[-6mclling balsam, had in some 
de^iree restored him to the use of his limbs. 
Mproovor, he said, she had given him a pot of 
that precious ointment, and furnished him with 
ajpieoo of money withal, to return to the house 
ox hfe father, near to Tomplestowe. ^And may 
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it ]>lease your gracious rercrenoe,’ said the man, 

‘ 1 cannot think the damsel meant harm by me, 
though she hath the ill hap to be a Jewess ; for 
even wdicn I used her remedy, I said the imitr 
and the Creed, and it never opoinlcd a wdiit less 
kindly.’ 

‘ IViico, sla\e,' said the Cband Master, ‘and 
begone! It v,ll suits biatcs like thee to bo 
tampering and timketingwith hellish cures, and 
to be giving your labour to the sons of mischief. 

I tell thee, tlic ticiid e.ni impose diseases for the 
very purpose of leraoving them, in order to bring 
into credit some diiibolicril lasbion of turo. Hast 
thou that uiiguent of whidi thou speakest?’ 

The peasant, liimhling in liis bosom with a 
tiemlding hand, ])rodneed a sm.tll box, bearing 
some Ilcbiew’ tburaeteis on the lid, which W'as, 
with most of the audienec, a snie, jnoof that tlio 
devil had stood apo1hc(‘ary. Beauiuaiioir, after 
ciossing liiiuselt, totdv tin* box inlo his hand, 
and, Irained in most of the r..isteiii tongucH, 
lead witli case the motto on the lid, — The Lion 
of the Tribe of Juihih hath conqverrii. ‘Strange 
pow^cis of Sathanns,’ said he, ‘which ean conveit 
Seriptme inlo blasphemy, mingling jioison with 
onr nei(‘ssary food ! - Is tlieio no leech lieio 

wlio ean tell us the ingredients ol this inystio 
unguent?’ 

Two mcdieiiieis, as they rallid themselves, the 
one a monk, the other li barhei, appeared, and 
avouched tlioy knew nothing of the matciials,, 
excepting tliat they savoured of mynh and 
eamphire, wliieh they took to he Oriental heihs. 
But, with the true [h ofessioiial hatred to a 
successful )>ia( titioner of tlieir ait, they iiisinu* 
ated that, siiiei* the medieiiio was beyond tlieii 
own knowledge, it niust necessarily liave been 
eompounded from an unlawful and magical uhar- 
maeopteia ; since they themselves, thongii no 
einijurors, fully iindoi stood o’very braneb ot their 
art, so far as it might be exercised W’itU the good 
faith of a Christ ian. When this medical research 
was ended, the Saxon peasant desired hunihly 
to have baek the medicine which ho had found 
so salutary; but tbo (Iraml Master fiwned 
^evole!y at the request. ‘ ^Mlat is thy name, 
fellow’ ?* said ho to the eiipple. 

‘ Higg, the son of Snell,’ ansueied the peasant. 

‘Then, Higg, son of Snell,' said the Grand 
Master, ‘ 1 tell thee it is bottei* to he bedridden, 
tlian to a< ec'pt tlic benelit of nn believers’ medieino 
that thou mayfst arise and walk ; belter to ds- 
spoil intid(‘ls of tlieir trcasuie by the strong hand, 
than to accept of them benevolent gifts, or do* 
them service for wages. Go thou, and do as I 
liavc said.' 

‘Alack,’ said the peasant, ‘an it shall not 
displease your icverencc, the lesson comes too 
late for me, for I am but a maimed man ; but I 
will tell my tw^o brethren, who serve the rich 
Kabbi K athan Ben Saimiol, that your mastership 
says it is more lawfful to rob him than to render 
liiin^ faithful service.’ 

‘ Out wdth the prating villain I * said Beau^ 
manoir, who was nof prepared to refute thia 
practical application of his general maxim. 

Hi^g, the son of Snell, withdrew into the crowd, 
but, interested in the fate of his bene&CtrMB^ 
lingered until he should learn her doom, even at 
the risk of again encountering the frown of ilfal 
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juijge, tlie t^iror of which withered hie 
very heart within him 

At this peiiod oi the tiial, the Grand Master 
6omman(]e 1 Kchecca to un\eil heiself Opening 
her lips for the first time, fht replied patiently, 
but Tvitli dignity — *lhat it was not the wont of 
the daughters of her i>eopl( to uncover their 
faces when alone in an assembly of stiangcis 
Tiie sweet tones of her voice, and tlic softness of 
hei reply, impressed on the audience a bontiment 
of pity and sympathy But lieduniancu, in 
whoee mmd the suppression of eacli feeling of 
humanity whieli could mteifeie with his inia 
gined duty, was a viitue of itself, repeated his 
commands that his \ictim should be un\ oiled 
The guaids wtu about to lemove hci vdl aecoid 
tngly, when she stood up before the (nand 
Master and said, * Naj bi 1 foi the loie of yoiu 
own daughtcis -AUs, she said, iccollcfting 
herself, *yo lii\c no duigbUis’ yet foi the 
aemeinbrance ol youi mothers — f n the love i 1 
sour sisters and oi iuuale dicemv let m not 
bo thus handle I in }our }ii seiiot it suits not a 
maiden to be diMol ed by such Hide giooms I 
will obey you, she add 1 with iii exj icssi m of 
patient soziow in hei voi e, winch hid almost 
melted the heait of Bouinianoii himscif, ye 
aie elders among your people, and at yoni coni 
mand 1 will show the fcatuies of an ill fated 
1 1 iiden * 

She withdiev her veil and lookc 1 on them 
with i counUinnee m which bashtuliuss eon 
tended with dignity Hei exceeeling beiut} 
cxeited i munnui ol suipuse and tin youn^ei 
knights told eachothoi with then eyes iii silent 
eonespondeiue, that Brians best apology was 
in the powoi of lei leil eharnis rather Shan of 
her imaginary witch Cl aft Put Iligg the son of 
Ibnell, felt most dtci»ly the cfUct pioducod ly 
the sight of the cnintenaneo his ocncfacticss 
* Let mo go foith he said to the w irders at the 
dooi of the hall — ‘ let me go foith ’ — lo look it 
hei again will kill me, for I hue liad a shaie in 
murdering her ’ 

'Peace, i»ooi man,’ sjiiJ Rcbeeea, whci she 
heard his exclam Jitini , 'thou hast done me no 
haim by speaking the tiiith— thou e inst not aid 
me by tliy coin} amts ci Uinent itions leaec, 
1 pray thee go home and cave tliysclf 

Iligg was about to be thrust out by the com 
msbiou of the waidcis, who were appiehensive 
lent his clamoious giicf should draw upon them 
reprehension, and upon lumsclf punishment, 
but he promised to ho silent, and was }>ermitted 
to remain The two men at aims, with whom 
Albeit Malvoisni had not filled to communicate 
Upon the import of their testimony, wcie now 
called foi w aid 1 hough both weie hardened 

and lulloxible \ilUins, the sight of the captive 
maiden, as well as hoi exielling beauty, at fust 
appeared to staggci them , but an c xjiressive 
glance fiom tin Pk eptoi of Teitaplcstowo re 
stored tnem to tbcir dogged composuio , and 
they oclivmed, with i pucision whuh would 
liaya seemea sus^iuiOus to mon mipai tial nidges, 
/ iKtitions or 

< natiuu m themselves, I ut rendered 

With buspicion by the examzeratod 
^ they wore told, and the smistet 

whvou the ijr^tneiiscs added to the 


facts The circumstances of their evidence would 
have been, m modem days, divided into two 
classes-^those which weie immaterial, and tlioee 
which wcio actually and fhysioally itaipoesible. 
But both wore, in those ignorant and superoti'^ 
iious times, easily credited as pi oofs of guilt — 
The fiibt class set foith, that Rebecca was heard 
to iiiuttei to herself in an unknown tongue-^ 
that the songs she sung by tits were of a stiangely 
sweet sound, which made the ears of the hearelt 
tingle and las luait throb that she spoke at 
times to beisclf, and seemed to look upwaid for 
a leply— that her garments w ere of a strange and 
mystic foim, unlike those of women of goOd 
i( })uic -that she had nngs impressed with c^al 
istieal devices and that strange characters were 
broidcrcd on her veil 

All these urcumstaiKcs so natural and so 
tiivial were mvely listened to as pi oofs, or, at 
least, as affoiuing stiong suspicions, that Rebecca 
liad unlawful eoirespondcnoo with mystical 
poweis 

But there was less equivocal testimony, which 
the (itdulity of the assemldy, or of the gieater 
pat, gnedily svvadowc 1 howrover inci edible 
Oiu of tlic sollieis had sun hei woik a cme 
upon a wounded man, bi ought with them to the 
Cl tie of loiq^uilstone She did, he said, make 
cut an signs upon the wound, and repeated 
ceitdin raysteiious words whuh he blessed God 
ho undei stood not when live iron head of a 
stuiK ciossbow bolt disengiged itself fiom, the 
wound, the Heeding was stanched, the wound 
w IS closed and the dying man was, Within the 
quaiter of an bout, walking upon the rampartf^ 
and assisting the witness m managing a mail* 
goiitl or maehino foi hurling stones* This 
legend was jirobably founded ujion the fa^t that 
lijibecca Jiaci atbenefed on the wounded XvanhoA 
when in the oastk of Toiquilstone But It wito 
the 11101 c ditheult to dispute the acenracy of th^ 
witness as in Older to pioduce real eyiaSttoe m 
si^ipoit of his veibal testimony, he droMT from 
Ills I ouch the veiy bolt head, which, according 
Ij his stoiy, had been miraculously extraotea 
iiom the wound , and a» th^ iron weighed a full 
ounce, it completely eonfiinied the tale, however 
miiaculous 

Ills eomiade had been a witness from a neigh- 
bouiing battlement ef the scene betwixt Hjebeocii 
and Hois Guilbert, when she was upon th0 point 
of prcc ipitating hcfrself from the top of th<l fcolvet ^ 
Not to be behind his companion, this fellow 
stated that ho had seen Robeooa perch h^rsolf 
upon the paiapet of the turret, and theie take 
the form of a milk white swan, under yrkioli 
appeal aiiro she flitted thiee times TOttud tbe 
castle of Torquilstone , then again settle Oh the 
tuiret and once moic assume the female fotuAk 

Less than one half of tins weighty eVidotfbe 
would have been sufiuient to convict CUSV old 
woman, poor and ugly, even though idie^Uia hOt 
been a Jewess United witli that fotal*Uirettm* 
stance, the body of proof was too Weighty Ibr 
Rebecca’s youth, though combined \mh the 
most eimuistte beauty^ « 

Tlie Grand Master had eolteeted Uio eudValMiL 
and nowm a soletnn tone demanded of Bebitt 
what she had to say a^inst the eOhtfnte of 
domnaiioA which ha was about lo ptohdoAiOl* 
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* * To invoke your jpity,* said the lovely Jewess, 
with a voice ixemulous with emotion, * would, I 
am aware, he as useless as I should hold it mean. 
To state that to relieyo tlie sick and wounded of 
another religion, cannot be displeasing to the 
acknowledged Founder of both our faitlis, were 
also unavailing ; to plead that many tilings 
whioli tliose men (whom may Heaven jiardon 0 
have spoken against me are impo*^ dble*, woiihl 
avail nie hut little, since you believe in theii 
possibility ; and still less would it advantage mo 
to explain, that the peculiarities of my dress, 
language, and manners are those of my peo])le 
I liad wclbnigli said of my country, but, alas ’ 
wo have no country. Nor will I even vindicate 
myself at the expense of iny oppressor, who 
stands there lisftoning to tlie iictions and sur- 
mises which seem to convert the lyrant into the 
victim, — God be judge between him ami me ’ 
But rather would 1 submit to ten such deaths as 
your pleasure may denounce against me, than 
listen to the suit n Inch that man of Belial has 
urged upon me —friendless, defenceless, and his 
prisoner. Hut he is of your own faith, and bis 
lightest affirmance would weigh down the most 
sm^mn protestations of the distressed Jewess. 1 
will not therefore letuiii to himself the oliarge 
brought ^inst me— but to himself— Yes, Brian 
de Bois-Cruilbcrt, to thyself 1 appeal, nlictlier 
these accusations arc not false » as monstious and 
oalumiiious as thejr aic deadly ? ’ 

There was a pause ; all eyes turned to Biian de 
Bois-Guiliftert. He was silent. 


* Speak,* she said, * if thou art a man if thou 
'arlt a Christian, speak ! — I conjure thee, by the 
Wbit which thou dost wear, by the name thou 
^Ofifc inherit— by the knighthood thou dost vaunt 
i-^by tjho honour of thy mother— by the tomb 
, and the bones of thy father — I conjure tliec to 
^ wo these things true « ’ 

^ ^ Answer Jicr, brother,’ said the Giand Master, 

^ the Knerny with whom thou dost wrestle will 
thee power.’ 

* Ip fjeti Bois-Guilbert scorned agitated by 
viCOnteaoing passions, which almost convulsed his 

* jG^tUres, apu it was with a constrained voice that 
at last he replied, looking to Rebecca, - ‘The 
SOl^olJ I— the scroll ! ’ 

^Ay>*aaid Beaumanoir, ‘this is indeed testi- 
mony ! The victim of lies wdtchcries can only 
name the fatal scroll, the spell inscribed on wdiicii 
is, doubtless, the cause of histf^llence.’ 

But Behecca put another iiiteri>retation on the 
ivojrda extorted as it W'ere from Bois-Guilbert, 
amLglauoiugher eye ufon the slip of ])arclimciit 
ahe continued to hold in her hand, she 
writ^n thereupon in the Aiabian character, 
a Cfhampion f The munnuiing com- 
which ran through the assembly at 
, ^ strange reply of Bois-Guilhert, gave Rehecca 
Jstore to eSfanuno and instantly to destroy the 
unoWrved. When the whisper had 
oSSm^tke Grand Maater spoke. 

I thou canst derive no benefit from 

the evidence of this pnhappy knight, for whom, 
^as^^•We well peroeivp^|ho Enemy is yet too power- 
' Wi^Hast thou aught else to say r 
^ N There is yet quo chance pf life left to me,’ 
kM SahMea, ’even by your own fierce laws. 
,1^ has Wn mi^bIe<-iaiserabSU», at least of 
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late— but I will not away the gift of Ood, 
while he affords 'ine the means of defeuding it. 
1 deny this oharge-»-I maintain my innocence, 
and 1 declare the falsehood of this aocusation-^1 
challenge the privilege of trial by combat, and 
will apj»ear by my champion.* 

‘And who, Rebecca, * replied the Grand Master, 
‘will lay lance in rest for a sorceress? Who w'ill 
he the champion of a Jewess * * 

‘God will laisc me up a champion,' sajid 
Rehecca -‘it cannot be that in merry England — 
the hospitable, the generous, the lice, wmere SO 
many arc ready to j>eril their lives for hoiioui, 
there w ill not he found one to fight for justice. 
But it is enough fliat I challenge the trial by 
comlmt — there lies my gage.’ 

She took her embroidered glove fiom her hand, 
and flung it down bofoie the Giand Master writh 
an air of mingled simj»licity atul dignity, which 
cxcitcfl universal surprise and admuation. 


CHArThR XAWFl/L 

ihere 1 thiow n>y gtigo, 

I<)|»ro\e It on thee to the cxticuio&t point 
Of nuitial doling 

Kjchako II. 

Km N Lucas Hcaumanoii himself w’as affected 
by the mien and appoaraiioe ol Rebecca. Ho 
was not originally a erucl, or even a sovoro 
man ; but wiLli jiassions by nature cold, and with 
a high, though mistaken, 8ei).se of duty, his 
heaitliad been gradually hardened by the ascetic ' 
life which he puisned, the sujireine power which 
he enjoyed, and the supposed necessity of sub- 
duing infidelity and ciadicating heresy, which 
he conceived peculiariy incumbent on him. HiS 
features relaxed itt their usual severity as he 
ga/ed upon the beautiful ereatiire before him, 
alone, unfriended, and defending herself with 
so much s])iiit ami coinage. He crossed himself 
tw'icc, as doubting w lienee arose the unwonted 
softening of a ln*ajt, which on such occasions 
used to lesembls in hardness the steel of his 
sword. At length he s[»okp. 

‘Damsel,’ he said, ‘if the jdty I feel for thee 
arise fioin any pi act ice thine e\il arts have made 
on me, great is thy guilt. But 1 rather judge it 
the kinder feelings of natiiie, wliieli grieves that 
so goodly a form should be a vessel of perdition. 
Repent, my daughter- confess thy witchcrafts^ 
turn thco from tliiiie evil iaitli — embrace thia 
holy emblem, and all shall yet be well with thee 
here and liereafter. In some sisterliopd of the 
strictest order shalt thou have time for pteyer ’ 
and fill ing peuanee, and that repentance not to 
bo repented of. This do and live— what has the 
law of Closes done for thee, that thou shouldst 
die for it ^ * 

‘ It was the law of my fathers,* said Rebecca ; 
‘it was delivered in thunders and ip stoUPa 
unon the mountain of Sinai, in clond and ifi fire* 
This, if ye are Christians, ye believe— it is, you 
say, recalled \ but so my teachers have pot taught^ 
mej 

1 ’ Let our ehapUln,' eald BeaumanoiTi 

1 forth, and^tett tide ohstioate 
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‘Foirgivo tlio iuterrnptiou/ said Eobecca 
meekly ; ‘ I am a maiden, unskilled to dispute 
for my it-ligion, but I can die for it, if it be 
()o<rs will. --Ij<*t ino pray your answer to my 
demand of a champion.' 

‘ (* i V c me her glove, ’ said Beauriianoii . * Tins 

IS indeed,’ he eoutimied, aa be looked at the 
/hniKy toxtine and bleiidor fingers, 'a slight and 
fiail gage for a pnrpo.se so deadly > — See^t thou, 
Kebecctt, as this thin and light glove of thine is 
to one of our heavy steel g.iuiillels, .so is fhy 
^ cause to that of tin** Temple, for it is om Older 
^\hich thou hast delie<l.’ 

*Oast my iiinoeenee into tli(‘ s(*ale,' answered 
Itehecca, ‘and tljegIo\e of wlk shall outweigh the 
glove of iron.’ 

‘Then thou dost peisist in thy refusal to con- 
fess thy guilt, and iii that bold challenge wlneb 
thou hast maile ' ’ 

‘1 do peisi&t, noble «ii,’ answeied Ecbccea. 

‘ So be it, then, in the name of Heaven,* said 
the llratid Master; ‘and may God show the 
light ' ' 

‘Amen,* leplied the IVeccptois aiouiid him, 
and the woid was deeply cilioed by the wlioh* 
assembly. 

* Kretliieii,’ mM Reaumaiioir, ‘joii are aware 
that we inigbt well have lefused to this woman 
the benefit of the tiial by combat ; but, tliougli i 
Jewess and an unbeliever, she is aLso a &ti anger 
and defenceless, and God forbid that she should 
Ask the benehl of our mild laws, and tliat it 
should be refused to her. Moreover, wo aie 
knights and sohiieis as well as men of leligion, 
ami shame it W'cie to us, upon any pretence, io 
eofuso jirolUred combat. Thus, therefore, stands 
the Kebecea, the daughter of Isaac of 

York, is, by many frequent and suspieious eii- 
cumstancej*, defamed of sorcoiy praetised on the 
{Kimn of a noble knight of oui holy Older, and 
hath ohallenged the combat in pi oof of her iii- 
noccuee. To whom, reveiend brethren, is it 
your Opinion tliat we shoiil<l delivei the gag* ot 
battle, naming him, at the same time, to be our 
champion on the field 

‘To IJrian de IJoi-s (fuilbert, whom it ehiefly 
eonecTiis,’ said tlie Pieccploi of Goodalneke , 
‘and who, moieover, best knows how the truth 
stands in this niatbu.’ 

‘lint if,* said the (fraud Master, ‘our brother 
Ihiau lie under the iiilhienee of a charm or a .s])e1] 

we .sprak but for the sake of ineeaution, for 
fi> the ann of none ot our holy Older would 've 
moie willingly confide this or a more weighty 
•aiise * 

‘ll,»»vercud father,’ answ'crcd tlie Precejdor of 
Gooilalneke, ‘no s]»(ll can affect the diampion 
who comes forward to fight for the judgment of 

‘Thou siyc’t iiglit, brother,’ said the (h'and 
Mastei, ‘Albert Malvoisxn, give this gage of 
battle to Ihiaii do I5f>is-Guilbert, -It is our 
ohargo to thee, brother,' lie continued, address- 
ing himself to liois-(iuilbeit, ‘that tliou do thy 
battle tnaufully, nothing doubting that the 
jood oauss shall tnumph.— And do thou, Eo- 
attend, that wo assign thee tlie third day 
'i ^ champion.* 

brief space,* answered Rebecca, 
a who U also of another faith, to 


find one who will do battle, wageri^ life and 
honour for her cause, against a kni^it who is 
called ail approved soldier.* 

‘ We may not extend it ,4 answered the Grand 
Master ; ‘ tlie field must bo fougliton in our own 
})rcsenec,* and divers weighty causes call us on 
the fouith day from hence.’ 

‘ God’s wdll be done!’ said Eobecca; ‘1 put 
my tiust ill him, to whom an instant is a$ 
elleetual to save as a whole age.’ 

‘*J’hou hast spoken well, damsel,* said the 
Grand Mastei ; ‘but well know we who can 
array liiraseli like an angel of light. It remains 
hut fo name a fitting place of combat, and, it 
it so hap, also of execution. — Where is the 
Preceptor of this lioiise ^ ’ 

Albeit Malvoisiig'.till holding Rebecca’s glove 
111 his hand, was s])cakmg to Bois-Giiilbert veiy 
eainestly, but in a low voice. 

‘ flow * * said the Grand Master ; * will he not 
leeeive the gage t ’ 

‘lie will — he doth, most reverend fathei,* 
said Malvoisin, slipping the glove under liis 
own mantle. ‘And foi the jilacc of comhit, 1 
Jmld the fittest to he the lists of Saint Gcoige 
belonging to this Proceptory, and used by us 
for military cxeicise.’ 

‘It is well,’ said the Grand Master. — ‘Rc 
l>ccca, in those lists shalt thou ^n'oduce thy 
champion ; and if thou iailest to do so, or if 
thydiampion shall be discomfited by the judg- 
ment of God, tbou sbalt then die the death 
of a sorceiess, according to doom.-^Let this 
our judgment be lajcoided, and the records road ^ 
aloud, thaf no one may pieteud ignorance.* ^ 

One of the chaplains, v\ho act4*d as clerks to 
the chajitor, immediately engrossed the order jiu 
a huge volume, which contained the prooeedifigH 
of the Tcmplai Knights wlien solemnly assembled 
on such occasions ; and wdion ••he had finished 
vviiting, the other read aloud the sentence of the . 
Giund Mastei, which, when translated front tlie 
Norman ii’rench in which it was couched, WSS 
expressed follows 

‘ Rebecca, a Jewess, daughter of Isaac of York, 
being attainted of soieeiy, seduction, and Other i 
damnable piactu^os, prai'tiscd on a knight of I 
the most holy Ordei of the Temple of Hon, 
doth deny tin* same ; and saith that the testi- 
mony delivered against her this day is folse, 
wieked, niid disloyal ; and that by lawful essoine* 
of liei body as being unable to combat in her 
own behalf, she doth offci, by a champion 
instead thei(*of, to avouch her case, he perlbrm- 
ing his loyal tfevoir in ‘all knightly sort, with 
such aims as to gage of battle do fully appertabh 
and tliat at hci jieiil and cost. And tnerewitli 
him iiroflercd her gage. And the ga^ having 
been delivei ed to the noble lord and 
Brian de Bois-Guilbcit, of the holy Order of 
the Temple of Zion, be was appointed to do 
tld^ battle, in behalf of his Order and himeolf, 
as injured and inqiaiicd by the practices of the 
apjvcllant. Wheicforo the most reverend iathe;r 
and jiuissant lord, Luoas, Marej^ of Bean* 
manoir, did allow of the sedd ohlulen^, and of 
the said emiihe of Uie appdlant’s body, and - 

* StsMU signifies excuse, and liere relates to the apfieV 
lani's privilege of appearing ^ her champion, in exetue of 
her own pevsoQ on account of her sex. 
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assigned the third dav for the said combat, the 
pkeo being the eiicfosuro called the lists of 
Saint (leorgc, near to the IVecoptory of Teinjde- 
Stowe. And the Grand Master appoints the 
appellant to a[)pear tTieru by her champion, on 
{)ain of doom, as a })crsoii convicted of sorcery 
9 r seduction ; and also tlie defendant so to 
appear, under the penalty of being held and 
adjudged recreant in case of default ; and the 
noble lord and most reverend latlic ' aforesaid 
ap]>ointcd the battle to be done in his own 
presence, and according to all that is commend- 
able and profitable in such a case. And may 
God aid the just cause ! * 

* Amen ! * said the Grand Master ; and the 

word was echoed by all around. Rebecca spoke 
not, but she lool^d up to and, folding 

her luLuds, remained for a miinite \>ilhout change 
of attitude. She then modestly icininded the 
Grand Master that she ought to bo jiermitted 
some opportunity of free communication with 
her fiicnds, for the purpose of making her 
condition known to them, and procuring, iJ‘ 
possible, some chanij»ion to fight in her behalf. 

* It is just and lawlul,’ said the Grand Mastei ; 

* choose what messengei thou shall trust, and he 
shall liave fiee communication with tlico in thy 
prison-chamber.’ 

‘Is there,’ said Rebecca, 'any one here, who, 
cither for love of a good cause, or for am])Io hire, 
will do the errand of a distressed being i ’ 

All were silent ; <or none thought it safe, in 
the preseiKjp of the Grand Mastei, to avow any 
interest in the calumniated prisoner, lest lie 
should be suspected of leaning towards Judaism. 
Not oven the prospect of reward, far less any 
feelings of couqmssion alone, could surmount 
tl^is apprehension. 

Rqljeuoa stood for a few moments in in- 
describable anxiety, and then exclaimed, 'Is 
it really^ thus ? — and, in English laud, am 1 to 
be deprived 6f the jioor chance of safety which 
vismaine to me, for want of an act of charity 
whioh would not be refused to the worst 
criminal?’ 

Higg, the son of Snell, at length re] died, ' I 
atn but va maimed man, but tliat 1 can at all 
stir or move was owdiig to her charitable assist- 
ance.—! will do thine errand,’ he added, address- 
ing Rebecca, ‘as well as a ciipi)led object can, 
and happy were my limhs ilAt enough to lenair 
tlie mificlxief done by my tongue. Alas ! when 
i boasted of thy charity, 1 little thought I was 
leading thee into danger ! ’ 

'Goa,* said Rebecca, 'iis the disposer of all. 
He can turn the captivity of Judah, even bj the 
weakest insti*ument. To execute his message 
the i^nail is sure a messenger as the falcon. 
Seek out Isac of .York- here is that will pay 
fot horse and man — let him liave this scroll. — 1 
knovr not if it be of Ileavou the s})irit w^hich 
inspires mo, but most truly ilo 1 judge that 1 
am not to die tliis death, and tliat a champion 
win bo r£sed up for mo. Farewell ! life and 
death Are in thy haste.’ 

The peasant took the scroll, which contained 
only a mw lines in Hebrew. I^lany of the'crowd 
Would have dksuadod liim from touching a docu- 
ment so suspicious ; but Higg was resolute in the 
arnica of his benefactress, She had s^ved his 


body, he said, and he was confident sho did not 
mean to raril his soul. 

‘X will get me,’ he paid, *my neighbour 
Rutliaii’s good oapid,* and 1 will be iit 
Yoik within as brief spico as man and beast 
may.* 

But, as it fortuned, he had no occasion to go so 
iar, for wdtliiii a quaiter of a mile from the gate 
of the l*reee]>tory ho uud wilh two riders, whom, 
by their dress and their huge yellow caps, he 
knew to be Jews; niid, on a]>])roaching wore 
neaily, disoovcied that one of them was his 
aneicnl employer, Isaac of Voik. The other was 
the Rabbi Ben Saimiel ; and both hadaiiproached 
.as near to tlie I’recejitory as they darea, on li ear- 
ing that the Grand Masler had summoned a 
chajiter for the trial of a soreciess. 

‘Brother Ben Samuel,’ said Isaac, ‘my soul is 
dis(|uietecl, and 1 wot not why. This charge of 
necromancy is light often used for cloaking evil 
liractices on tnir i^coide.’ 

‘ Bo of good cumlort, brother,* said the jiliy- 
sician ; ‘ thou eansi deal w i th the N a/arenes as one 
]K)ssessiiig the itiammon of unrighteousness, and 
canst tliercfoie purchase iiuniuiiity at fheir liaiids 
— it rules the savage minds of those ungodly 
men. even as the signet of the mighty Solonioli 
was Siiid to command the evil genii. - But what 
poor wreti’li comes liither njion liis eiiiteh(s, 
desiring, as 1 think, some speech of me? — Friend,* 
continued the jdiysieian, addiessiiig Higg, the 
.pou of Siicll, ‘ 1 refiKsc tin*" not the aid ol iniiio 
art, but 1 relieve not with one as])er those wlio 
beg for alms upon the highway. Out upon thee ! 
— Hast thou the palsy in thy legs I then let thy 
hands work for th} livoliliood ; for, alheit thou 
bc’st unlit for a sjieody post, or for a careful 
shepherd, or for the warfare, or for the service of 
a hasty master, yet there bo oecuxiaiions — How 
now, brother?’ said he, interrupting his harangue 
to look cowards Isaac, who had but glanced at 
the scroll which Higg oflbred, when, uttering a 
deep groan, he fell J^roin his imile like a dying, 
man, and lay for a minute insousiblo. 

The Rabbi now dismounted in great alarm, 
and hastily ajiplital the remedies which his ait 
suggested tor the recoveiy ol liia comjianion. He 
lud even taken from his jiocket a eiipning ajipar- 
atus, and was about to jiroceed to juilebotomy, 
w hen the object of his anxious solicitude siiddciiJy 
revived ; but it was to dash his cap from his 
licad, and to tlirow dust on liis grey hairs. The 
)>hysioiau was at first inclined to ascribe this 
sudden and violent emotion to the effects of in- 
sanity ; ami, adhering to fiis original ]mrpoBe, 
began once again to hauclle his implements. But 
Isaac soon convinced him of his error. 

'Child of my sonow^,’ lie said, ‘well shouldst 
thou be called Benoni, instead of Rebecca 1 "Why 
should thy deatli bring down my grey hairs to 
the grave, till, in the bitterness of my heart, I 
curse God and die I ’ 

' Brother,’ said the Rabbi, in great surpiise, 

‘ art thou a father in Israel, and dost thou Utter 
words like unto these ? — 1 trust .that the child of 
thy liouse yet liveth ? * 

‘She liveth,* answered Isaac; 'but it is aa 
Daniel, who was called Bolteshazzar, even wkeu 


* Capul, f./. borse ; tn a more limited eepse, werk-hoise« 
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^he d6>i of the lions. She is captive tmto 
^ol^toen of lielial, and thc^ will wreak their 
upon her, sparing neither for her youth 
yior her comely favour. 0 ! she was as a crown 
of green juilms to my grey locks ; and she must 
wither in a night, like the ^ouid of Jonah !— 
Ohild of my love ! — child of my old age t — 0, 
Rebecca, daughter of Rachel ! the darkness of 
the shadow of death hath encompassed tliec.* 

* Vet read the scroll,' said the Rabbi ; ‘perad- 
veuture it may be tliat wc may yet find out a 
way of deliverance.* 

*Do thou read, hroiber,* answered Isaac, ‘for 
mine eyes are as a fountain of water.* 

Tlio ])l)ysician read, but in their native lan- 
guage, the following worrls : -- 

‘To Isaac, the son ol‘ Adouikam, whom the 
(Tcntiles call Isaac of York, pace and the bless- 
ing of the prorniBc be multiplied unto thee ! ' 
My father, 1 am as one doomed to die for that 
which my soul knoweth not —even for the crime 
of witchcraft. My father, if a strong man can 
be found to do battle for my cause witli sword 
and spear, according to the custom of the Nazai- 
eiifts, and tint within the lists of Tcniplcstovvc, 
ou the third day fiorn this time, pcradventnic 
our fathers’ (Jod will givoliim strength to defend 
the innocent, and her wlio hath none to help 
her. Rut if this may not be, let the virgins of 
our people mourn for me as for one (ast olf, ainl 
for the nart that is stiiekeii by the hunter, and 
for the flower which is cut down by the scythe^ 
of the mower Wherefore, look now what thou 
(lost, and whether there be any rescue. One 
Na/Jirene warrior might indeed bear arms in my 
behalf, even Wilfred, son of Cedric, wliom Hit* 
(ientiles call Ivanhoe. But he may not yet 
eudiiro the weight of Iiis armour. Nevertheless, 
send the tidings unto him, my father ; for ho 
bath fkvour among the strong men of his people, 

, and, as be was onr coinjianion in the house of 
’ bondage, ho may find some one to do battle for 
^ny Sake. And say unto him, even unto him, 
even unto Wilfrett, the son of Cedne, that if 
Rebecca live, or if Rebecca die, she livetb or 
dieth wholly free of the guilt she is ebargod 
withal. And if it be the will of (rod that thou 
shalt bo deprived of tliy daughter, do not thou 
tarry, old man, in tins land of bloodshed and 
rnielty ; hut betake thyself to (Jordovo, where 
tliy brother livoth in safety, under the shadow 
of the throne, even of the throne of Boabdil tlic 
8arac(‘n; for less cruel are the eruolties of the 
Moors unto the lace of Jacob, than the cruelties 
of the Naxarenes of England.* 

Isaac listened with tolerable comi>Dsure while 
Ben Samuel read the letter, and then again 
resumed the gestures and exclamations of Oriental 
sorrow, tearing his garments, besprinkling his 
head with dust, and ejaculating, ‘ My daugliter I 
my daughter ! flesh of my flesh, and bone of my 
^Joue t * 

Yet,* said the Rabbi, ‘take courage, for this 
gniSf availeth nothing. (Urd up thy loins, and 
Sddk out this Wilfred, the son of Cedric. It 
a will help thee with counsel or vrith 
for the youth hath favour in the eyes 
I, wled of the Nazarenes Ca?ur-de-Lion, 
I tldiings that he hath returned are eonstaut 
R may J>e thi^t he may obtain hi% 



letter, and his signet, commanding these men of 
blood, who take their name from the Temple to 
the dishonour thereof, that they proceed not in 
their purposed wickedness,* 

‘ I will seek him out,* F&id Isaac, ‘for he is a 
good youth, and hath comjiassion for the exile 
of Jacob. But ho cannot bear his armour, and 
what other Christian shall do battle for the 
ojipressed of Zion ^ ’ 

‘Nay, but.’ said the R.ibbi, ‘thou speakeat as 
ouc that knoweth not the (Jciitiles. With gold 
shalt thou buy their valour, even as with gold 
thou bnyest thine own safety. Be of good oonr- 
age, ana do thou set forward to find out this 
Wilfred of Ivanhoe. I wull also up and be doing, 
for great sin it were to leave thee in thy calamity. 

1 will hie me to tli^e city of Y^ik, where many 
warriors and strong nioii are assembled, and doubt 
not I will find among them some one who will do 
battle for thy daughter ; for gold is their god, 
and for riches null they ]>awn their lives as well 
as their lauds.— 'Fhou wilt fulfil, my brother, 
such promise as I may make unto them in thy 
name ^ ’ 

‘Assuredly, Inolhi'i,’ snid Isaac, ‘and Heaven 
be praised tliat laised me np a coinfoitcr in my 
misery. Howbeit, grant them not their full 
demand at on(‘p, for tlion shalt find it the (jiiality 
of this accursed peojJc that they will ssk pounds, 
and peradvontnre accept of ounces. — ^Nevertbo^ 
less, 1)0 it as thou wiliest, for I am distracted in 
tins thing, and what would my gold avail me if 
the child of my love should perish 

‘Farewell,* said the physician, ‘ana may it be 
to thee os thy heart desireth.* 

They embraced accordingly, and departed oil 
their several roods. The crippled peasant ra* 
mainod for some time looking after them. ' \ 

‘ These dog-Jew^s » ’ said ho ; * to take no 
notice of a free guild -brother, than if J '0 ' 
bond slave or a Turk, or a circumcised 
like themselves ! They might hatfi^ ^ue a 
mancuB or two, however. 1 was !nOt OoliM to 
bring their unhallowed scrawls, and W risk 
of being bewitched, as more folks, tkah miO toi(| « 
mo. And what care I for the bit of l^d lllft 
the wrench gave me, if I am to come to harm 
from the priest next Eastci at confession, sild bo 
obliged to give him twice as much to xnaM It np 
with him, and be j'alled the Jew's flying post 
all my life, as it may hap, into' the baigain I 
1 think I w\as bewitched in earnest when I was 
beside the girl ’—Bui it was always So With Jew 
or Gentile, whosoever came near her^none could 
stay when she had an^ errand to go^nd 
wlnuiever I think of her, I would give shop 
tools to save her life.* 


CffAPTEJi XXXIX. 

O maid, unrelenting and cold as thoU tfrt, 

My bosom is proud as tbine own. •> 

$FWA8p. 

It was iii the twilight of the day when her 
trial, if it could be called sirch, had takeh plaes, • 
that a low knoek was heard at the door of 
Bebbooa’s niison^chamberf It disturbed uot the 
inmate, ^wno was then ea^sogeS in the 
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pr&yer recommended by her religion, and which 
concluded with a hymn we have ventured thus 
to translate into English. 

When Israel, of the Bord beloved, 

Out of the land of bonda^^e came, 

Her fathers' God before her moved, 

An awful ^ide, in smoke and flame. 

By day, along the astonish’d lands 
The cloudy pillar glided slow ; 

By night, Arabia's crimson’d sands 
Return’d the fiery column’s glow. 

There rose the choial hymn of piaisc, 

And trump and timbrel answer d keen. 

And Zion's daughters pour’d their lays, 

With priest’s and warrior's suite betsveea 
No portents now onr foes amarc, 

Forsaken Isiael wandeis lone; 

Our fatlurs would not know Thy ways. 

And Tiiou h.y^t left them to their own. 

But, present still, though now unseen ; 

When brightly shines the prosperous day, 

Be thoughts of Thkk a cloudy screen 
To temper the deceitful lay 
And O, when stoops on Judali's path 
In shade and storni the frequent night, 

Be Thou^ long-suffering, slow to wratli, 

A burning and a shining light ! 

Our harps we left by Babels sticnms, 

The tyi ant’s jest, the Gentile’s scoin ; 

No censer round our altar beams, 

And mute our timbiel, tiuin]>, and hoin. 

But Thou hast said, 'Ihe blood of goat, 

T-he flesh of rams, I will not pi I/c ; 

A contrite heart, Jin humble thoight, 

Aie mine accepted sacrifice. 

When the souneft of Rebecua’s devotional 
hymn had (Med away in hilcncts the knock at 
the door was again rcnev^e<l. ‘ KnUr,’ .she sakl, 

* if thon art a friend ; and if a foe, 1 have not 
the means of refusing thy entrance.’ 

*I am,’ said Brian do Bois-Guilbert, entering 
the apartment, ‘friend or foe, Rebecca, as tho 
event of this intorvie\jj shall make me.’ 

Alarmed at the sight of this man, whose 
licentious passion she considered as the root of 
her misfortunes, Rebecca drew backward with a 
cautious and alarmed, yet not a timorous de- 
meanour, into tho farthest corner of the ajiart- 
ment, as if determined to retreat as far as she 
could, but to stand her ground when retreat 
became no longer possible. She drew herself 
into an attitude not of defiance, hut of resolution, 
as one that would avoid jirovoking assault, yet 
was resolute to rejicl itj'boipg offered, to the 
Utmost of her power. 

‘You have no reason to fca^ me, Rebecca,’ 
said the Templar ; ‘ or if I must so (jualify my 
speech, you nave at least nou) no reason to 
fear me.* • 

‘ ‘ I fear you not, Sir Knight,’ replied Rebecca, 
although her short-drawn breath seemed to belie 
the heroism of her accents ; ‘ niy trust is strong, 
and 1 ihar thee not.’ 

‘You have no cause,* answered Bois Gnilbert 
glSkvely ; ‘my former frantic attempts you have 
not now to dread. Within your call are guards, 
over whoip I have no authority. They are de- 
signed to conduct you to death, Rebecca, yet 
vrould not suffer you to be insulted by any one, 
even by me, were my frenzy— for frenzy it is— 
to urge me so far,* 

‘ May Heaven be praised 1 * said tho Jewess ; 

* denth is the least of my apprehensions in this 

den of cTii.' « 


‘Ay,* rejilicd the Templar, ‘ the idea of death 
is easily received by the courageous mind, when 
the road to it is sudden aad ^»en. A thrust 
(vith a lance, a stroke with a sword, were to me 
little - To you, a spring from a dizzy battlement^ 
a stroke with a sliiftp poniard, has no terrors, 
compared with what either thinks disgrace. 
Mark me I siiy thi.s - pci haps mine own seiiti* 
incuts of honour .ire not less Jantastio, Rebecca,' 
tli.m tliino aie; but we know^ alike how to die 
tor tlicni.* 

‘ Tnhappy man ’’ said the Jewess ; ‘and art 
tlion eonucniiieil to c\jh>sc lliy lilt* foi piinciple.s, 
of which tby sober judgment dots not aekuow'- 
Icdgc the solidily ^ Surely this is a parting with 
your treasure (or that which is not breail — but 
deem not so of me. Thy lesohition may fhictuato 
on the wild and changeful billows of human 
ojiiiiioii, bill mine is am bored on ibe Rock of 
Ages.’ 

‘ SiTonoo, maiden,’ answered the Teinjilar ; 

‘ such discouise iiow^ a^ail8 but little. Tliou ait 
condemned to die not a sudden ami easy death, 
such as misery eliooscs, and desjuir welcoincK, 
blit a slow, wietclicd, lu-otiactcd com c of toiture, 
suited to wliat the fiial*oli(‘aI bigotiy of llicso- 
men calls tby ciinic.’ 

‘ And to whom - if such my fair - to wboiii do 
1 owe this i ’ s.*iul Rcbcccti ; ‘surely only to him 
who, for a most sclfisb and biutal cause, dragged 
mo hither, and who now, tor Kune unknown 
jmrposp of bis own, strives to evaggeiato llio 
wTctelicd fate to which be expi sed me.’ 

‘Think not,’ said tb(‘ Templar, ‘that 1 have 
so exposed thee; I w^oulti have buckicnd tlico 
against such danger with my own bosom, as 
ficely as ever 1 exi>osed it to the shafts wliich 
had otherwise reached thy life.’ 

‘ Had thy purpose been the honourable protec • 
tiou of* the iniuxent,’ said Rebecca, ‘I bad 
thanked tlicc for tby care- as it is, thou hast 
claimed merit for it bo often, tliat I tell tlieo 
life is worth nothing to me, piescrvcd at tli»» 
price which thou wouldst exact for it.’ 

‘Truce wdth tliine npbraidings, Rebecca,’ said 
the Templar ; ‘ 1 have my ow’n cause of giief, 
ami biook not that tby i cproaclics should add 
to it.’ 

‘ What is thy purpose, then, Sir Knight ? ” 
s.aid the Jew^es-. ; ‘ speak it briofly.' If thou 
hast aught to do, sa\e to witness the misery 
thou ha'll laused, let me know it ; .ami flieii, if 
so it please you, leave me to inj self -the step 
between time and eternity is short Imt terrible, 
and I have few moments to ))rei»are for it.’ 

*I jierccive, Rebecca,’ said Boia-Giiilbert, ‘that 
thou dost continue to buideii me with the cliargo 
of distresses, which most fain w'ould I have* 
prevented.’ 

‘Sir Knight,’ said Rebecca, ‘I would avoid 
reproaches— but wdiat is inoic certain than that 
I owe my death to thine unbridled jiassion ?* 

‘ You err— you err,’— said tlio Templar hastily ^ 
‘if you impute what I could neither foresee nor 
prevent to my purpose or agency. — Could I guesa 
the unexpected arrival of yon dotard, whom sutne 
fiashes of frantio valour, and the praises yiold^l 
by fools to tho stitpid self-torments of an asoetio, 
have raised for the present above his Own merits^ 
above common sense, above me, and above thts 
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of oui Ordti, 'v\ho think ind foel as 
mefi fiio liom su<li and fiutabtic }Tctndius 
aio till ^1 jinids oi hiy o])inionB and iLtiuiia i 
‘Yet,’ ‘'111 lUl) ccjL, 'you sat a judge upon 
me, luno mt n ost lunoccut— as you knew nu 
<0 be 'v m conouiied in niy condemnation in 1 
d I uighi und ibtood, a o youis<H to appe ii m 
aims fo asbut iny guilt, and aosuu ni} ] uni h 
uitnt * 

‘Thy ]uU<Tico, miidtii,’ uplud the 1 mi Ui 
-‘No lu knows so will ns tliino own liili 
'howto nl>i lit toil tun nl > 1 > tn n llini 

balk as to niiV <i(l\ iiiti imii d in nlvd r 

Wind ' 

‘Jjainent I bo the 1 nii ‘•nd It I < ti tint 
has taught ih »it 1 ) th boiis d I i iH hit 
adveisitv 1 luls ll 1 ut is tin It id th 

stubborn k 1 , ml lb si \\h > it no long i 

then own ntin i ml tli <’ n ei tnui 

I wu iit( III b ] f nl lit st it miiM (1 null 1 if n 

stun^ IS Ills 0111 (Ills 11 Kii ll ive I 
donl lift s 1 oui(wnni'»il I ai I Ih ( jt tiu 

f itlu 18 1 d V )U 'v 111 w h ) I ( t < ^ ( ll iu ( (It 1 1 

as \oni biitliij^ht liow um b ib j i j \<i 4 i di 
gi i t win 11 \ 11 s p to s iliu tin ] I 1 1 h (S ( t 
otlids ml till' I mist join (wn i inj ti id 
\ cut w t ) t h 1 i hob (( I ltd lx 1 
(lUilboit, ]) 111/ tin ipiitn < 111 with iiujMtiince 
but I (1111 int Jullui Ij 1 indy i {iiidics 
with you itiuw tliat Bois Cmilbtil jitlds not 
toncik 1 m n althoivb tiicuinshnc s nia> t i 
1 turn iiKui e ium to altei Iim ])lin lli> will 
IS the iiiinnlui lu mi, wluch i ly indctd U 
tmued foi i liltb spate dsi le 1 > the lock, but 
tills not to till I its (oiusc to til r tin Iliat 
^uoil wliJdi w iintdthet to demand i champion, 
fi nu wlinn < mil t thou think it came it int 
fiom Boi t uiib 1 / 111 whaii else toiild t thou 
hi\o extit( I M h inl( le t 

‘ V bi I i sut lioiu instant de tli iid 
IblxK i, will ll will littb ll 111 iin w IS tins 
oil tliou com ist (I ) 1 )i on ( n wb e In il V u 
ha«Lht ipfds now, nidwhoiilln ihatlitu lit 
uc II ( \ cu to til Ml (lib t )i 1 ^ 


‘No, 11 111 n, sill 1 ns IfUill it ‘tlii-» w is 
not all th it I ji ll I ostd U i i it not 1 eii ioi tin 
arem led ml( ikuiue of m fan itie il d I iiei ind 
the hoi et oldiuh wlii, hniga Icmphi, 
afleots to think and judge coiuin^ to the 
oidiuaiy ml s of huiniiiitv the oi i j of the 
(haxnpion (b iendci Itil devoh d, not on hi 
(<ptor, but oil i ( oinpamcii ol tin Oidei llicn 
I iirv*- 11 s leh w IS nn pui})Ose — lud on llu 
soundin f of the tinm]>ct, appealed lu the li<t as 
*hy (himpion di guib d indeid in tin iashioii oJ 
a loving kniglit, who seeks idventiiiis to pio\e 
Ins blaeld and sjieai , and then, b t Beaumanoii 
have ihostn not one, but two or thiec ol tin 
buthicn hue i<'scmblcd, 1 had not doubted ti 
east them out ot ^he ^ iddlo with inj single lance 
Thus, 111 be e i diimbl tliiiic iiinoc ( iice have be en 


ftvonehewl, and to thin( own graUludo would I 
have tiusttd 1 n the ipw ud of my vietoiy ’ 
‘This, Sa Kj^ight, iil labeeia, ‘is but idh 
boMting i blag of whit j m would liavo done 
pad you not iound it convenient to du othoiwise. 
You leoe^ived iny glo\e, and iiiy champion, if a 
OMturO so desolaic t lu t nd one, niubt < iieoimfcci 
four lauieio m the lists yet you would assume 
Ao fneni and protector t ' 

I i 


I 


' Ihy fiieiid and piotoetor,' said the Templar 
giaiely, ‘ 1 will yet bo-^but maik at what risk, 
Ol iiiiiei at what ceitainty, of dishououi , aiul 
then blame me not if 1 piako my stipulationb, 
Icioie I oflei up all that 1 have iutheito held 
le j, to ?ave the lile ot a lewibli niaideii * 

‘ Sj elk, sniel Jtcbocca 4 uiidi island thee not ’ 

‘\Vell, then said 15 i (aiilbeit, ‘1 will bpcak 
ai litely IS evoi did doting { emtent to las ghostly 

I tlui, v\hen sliced in the tueky confessional 

II 1 ee i it I ippi u 11 t ill tin so list 1 lose fame 
in 1 link bs tint which is the breath ot my 
n stills the c Itiui I mean, inwliuh 1 am he lei 
1)/ my lie^lii n mi ‘b lioj ( ■» 1 bivo ol sue 

( ling to tl at iaiu,lit 3 iitlioiitj, which is now 
w Icb 1 1 > tlie 1 1 te I (1 I u 1 1 U( i de 15 iiimx 
n > 11 , but ( f w'li h 1 lieiild iiTil c i fii diJIiiei t 

II Such I u ( itiiiid (in, ex( pt I ippeii 

III iiins i^inisi tb\ cm ( Ac uisod bo he ot 
e ( (J ilii 1 1 , \ ll ) 1 iitid this tl ip ie 1 me • and 
d ublj ac 111 cd All fit de Milvoisin, who with 
1(11 iiK fi in th u (hiti ll 1 bid foiincd, ol 
hulling bi k the int t lb lieooftht siipci 

tilnUi uid m 1 nniti t( 1 b ol, who listencel to 
1 hiig( o d 111 i indii^ in LadeaLnit so high 
111 niin I ll 1 >1> i^y 111 1 im i tbou iit < 

‘Ami wliil now naiL i iiit oi 
inswdcd Keb( ( i ‘ Fboii li si niide ibytlioKc 
I e tween t uisiiig to I e shed tlu 1 1 lod of an uino 
(ditwenian, ci ol endiiigdiiit. tl im own earthly 
t itf lud e ll tblj ll >])( s hat avails it to utkon 

t ,etlid tlijr (luud IS ma6’o 

]So, Ibbieci, sid the knight, in a soffd 
tDiH iiid diiwing ncjtei towaids hei , ‘my 
ehoi c is ^ 0 l niidc— niv niiik, it is thine to 
nuke the elettim If 1 aijitii iii the lists, I 
must mnntam iiij name in i ms , and if 1 do so, 
(lumpioiifd OI unelumj lom 1, tlioii eliest by the 
stikc and figgot, lot tluiojives not the knight 
who ll itli e >pt I with nu m aim on equal issue, 
(1 on t inn of vniti c sue Kiehaiel Cam de 
lion in 1 bi3 iiiiiion ol Ivanhoo Ivinhoo, a* 
tbou well \no \( st, 1 un ible 1 > Ik ii his coisclet, 
iiid Rub till IS in a i ncigii jiiisoii Tf I anpi ii 
then fnou du st, (Viii ilthough thy chaiins 
si oiikl instigate sonic hot heuled joutli to ciiti i 
tlm lists in th> deldite 

‘Anl wlui avals ici eating Una so often*’ 
s nd Rebecca 

‘Much, lojilied the Tcmjdai , ‘foi thou must 

I un to look it tliy I lit on evcij side * 

Well, tlini, tuiu the tipcstiy/ said the 
J( vess, ‘ ind let nu see the othci side ’ 

‘ It 1 api ( jr, sud liois (Tiiilbeit, ‘ni tlu fatal 

II ts, iliou (lust ly 1 dow and ciiiel death, in 
i>ain such as they siy is destined to the giuUy 
luiraltei But it I appe u not then am I i 
dcgiadod and disliouoiiitd knight, accused of 
witcheialt and of coinniumoii with infidels— the 
illustiioua name, which has giown yet moie so 
undci my wearing, becomes a liissing and a ic* 
jiioach I lose iaino, 1 lose lionour, 1 lose the 
Juospect of sucli gieatncss as searoe ^mperora 
itiain to— I saciifire mighty ambition^ I deitrov 
schemes built as high as the mouiiiaitis with 
which heathens say tlicir lieavon was onoe nearly 
scaled— and yet, Rebecca,’ he added, throwing 
lifmself at hei feet, ‘tlub greatness wiU I saoHdce, 
this fame will I renounce, this powni will 1 fhre- 
go, even, now wlien it is half within my grasp, if 
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thou wilt say, Bois-Giiilbert, I rooeivo Ikeo for 
my lover/ 

* Think not of such foolishiiPHs, Sir Knight/ 
answered liehccca, ‘ buL liiisten to tlio llegciit, 
the Queen Mother, and to Prinec John— tlicy 
cannot, in lionour to the KiiglLsh crown, allow c)f 
the proccediiigs of your Giand Master. So shall 
you give mo ]»rotc<'tioii without saciiilec on yoi.r 
part, or the pretext of rct|uiring an^ locpiital 
from nic.^ 

‘ With those I deal not/ lie coulimu’d, ludding 
the train of her lobe- ‘it Uthee only 1 addie^-s; 
and what ran eounterbulaueo lliy diuieo t !«•- 
tlimk thee, wen* I a In iid, yet death is a vvoise, 
and it is death who is my nvul.’ 

‘1 weigh not these evils/ s<iid Ibbeeea, aliaid 
to provoke the wiki knight, ^-tt equally dcier- 
mined iioilher to oiidiuo his [)*kooii, nor (veu 
feign to eudiire it. ‘ be a man, be a < ’hiisliaii I 
If, indecil, Ihy f.iilli i(*eoiiiiiuiids llial iiier-y 
which rather >our Icuignos than your a( lions 
[>i’ctend, s'lve me from llii'.<licadlul dtalh, with- 
out seeking j ioquit.il wliich wouhl oluiige th> 
magnaiiiiiut^ into Itaie i>aiUr.* 

‘ No, dams *1 •’ said the pioud Tem])lar, splint- 
ing iij), ‘ thou slialt not thus iinpo-.e on me -iJ I 
renoniKV ]>iosont famo, and IuIuh ainbilion, 1 
lonounoo it tor thy .sak(‘, and we will o^ea]^e in 
lionijMiiiy. Listen Lome, Itoliecv-a,’ In s.aid, again 
softening his tone , ‘Kngl.ni{l Kuiojk*- is not 
the world. Tlicio are spheres in wlddi wo may 
act, .iinpiti eiioiigh oton for my aiiibilimi. We 
will go to P^^ostme, whoie (Join ado, MoKpiis of 
Montserrat, is my triend— a Iriend liee as mj’^self 
from the doting serujiles whieli lettn our iioc- 
boru ivason rather with Saladin will we leagm* 
ourselves, than endure the s<’oni ol the bigots 
whom wo contemn. 1 will loan ii 'w paths to 
greatness, ’ lie iontinue<l, again tiaveising the 
room with li.asLy suides— ‘Kuiopo .shall liear 
tliodoud slei) oj liitu she has dtivon horn her 
sons !’ --Not tliomillionH whom her eru-sadevs send 
to slaughter can do .so mindi to defend ]*alebtino 
— not tlie s.ibres of the thousands and ten thou- 
*^ands of Saracens <‘.an how their way .so deep into 
that land for whkdi nations aie stiiving, as the 
strength and policy of me and those brethren, 
who, in despite of yonder old bigot, will adJiero 
to me in gooil and «\ il. Thou shalt be a (jinsni, 
Kcbeoca- on Mount Caniiel s]^all we ])iteh tlio 
throne which my valour will gain for you, and 
I will exchange my long-dcsnct^ batooii for a 
sceptre 

‘A dream,' said Keliecca ; ‘an empty vision 
of the night, wdiicli, were* it a waking teality, 
affects me not Enough tli.it the pow^r which 
thou mighiest acquire, I will never .share ; nor 
hold I so light of country or religions faitli, as 
to esteem him who is willing to bjiter these tics, 
and cast away the bonds of the Oixlcr of which 
ho is a sworu ‘member, in order to gialify an 
unruly passion for the daughter of another I 
people. — ^Pnt not a price on my deliverance, Sir 
Kn^ffht— afll not a deed of generosity— protect 
the oppressed for the sake of charity, and not i 
for a selfish advantage— *Oo tp the throne of I 
Bugland ; dlicliard will listen to my appeal from 
these oraol men.’ 

‘Never, Eebecoa ! ’ said the Templar fierwly. 
‘II 1 renounoe my Order, for thoe alone «will 1 


renounce it — Ambition shall renmin mine, if 
thou refuse my love j I W’iil not bo fooled on all 
hands.- ,S(f>rtp my ei-est to Idohard ? — ask a boon 
of tliat heait of ])rido ? — Never, Kebeoca, will I 
pLicc the Order of the Temple at his feet in my 
])erson. I may forsake the Order, I never will 
degiatle or bdiay it.* 

‘NowOod be gracious to me,’ said Bebeeca, 
‘for the succoui ol* men is well-nigh lioj)eless I* 

‘If IS indeed,’ j.iid the Tcuqd.ir ; Mur, proud 
as thou ait, thou hc.st in me found thy match. 
If f enur the luv sjkmi in u‘t, think 

not any iinnuin considcp.ilion ^1 il* [ucvcnt my 
puMiiig hath mysln iigih; and flunk tinn iqion 
thine own laic -to do* iJie dn‘;Kl{nl death iJ the 
w 01*41 of ciiiiiiuals - to be consiiu.id upon a bhu- 
iiig pile- fbs])i psed lo flic (Itnuuts c.l whiili t»ur 
htninge fonns ai'* so iny.‘-ln*ilJy (onipic-Ml- pol a 
nli(‘ loft of thnt gr.u ( liil Ikiiuc, hom wliiMi we 
< oiild say this Incd .Hid iMONui ’ Ibbccia, it is 
in>l in woman t ) susi.nn tlii-pvo'-p' (»l thou \.ilt 
) icld to iny suit.’ 

‘ Ihns-duilb^'it/ answered Ihc Jfcc-s, ‘ Ihoii 
knowest noi the bc.nt ol w»»ui.iii, fi li.T-.! only 
lontcrsid with tlio e who an lod to In r h “-t 
fi'cliiigs I It 11 lhct‘, pnmd '3''M)))1 .ii, th.it not 
in Uiylieieo‘1 h.dlh hasi thou tli^phycd nnio 
of thy 'vaunted ton' igc tlj in lies bctii sliowo I'y 
a woman when (‘.'Ihd upt n it' <>nlh'i by idicr - 
tion (»i duly. I a-'n m^'-tlfa wisn.ui, Id'ihilv 
nmtured, lutiii.tllv fiailul «»< daiigii and im- 
patient of jiaiii- y\ vlien c*’* j thtce '.il 
lists, tlioii to ligilt .ind I to MiP’i, J lc» I the 
strong as mi nine will' is n»( Uni my com.ue 
.sh.sll mount higliop Ib.'ii tiuiie. F.iicwcll I 
\\.istc no nioic w'oids on line; tin time Ih.t 
rciimins on earth to tlie danglitn ol .bieob jm'sfc 
be otherwisespt nl slie must s« ek tin* ('oinioi lei, 
W‘ho may bide his 1. te fiom his ))eo]tle, but wlio 
(.vtr <»pens his eai t*) the eiy ol tlio. e who ‘(tk 
him ill siiucitly ami in lint In’ 

‘'\Vc]Mirt then tinis said tin* Ti nq»lar, a/.ex* 
a shoit pauai ; ‘would to He.iveti we had in \ r 
mt t, or that tlnai had"! b* eii nohle in biilh ami 
(diiistiaii in laith ! N ly, by Ilf on I win n I 
^a/e on thee, and tliiiik when and liow^ v e are 
luxt to meet, I could even wi h nivself one of 
tlijne own degraded nation ; my hand conveisnnt 
with ingots anti shekehs, iuste.id of .spt'/ir and 
sJiiehl ; ni^ head bent (lown bf*lbie oath ])otty 
noble, and my look only lerijble to the shiveiing 
and bank.Tpt debtor - this i ould J wish, Be- 
becca, to bo near to tlieo in life, and lo estape 
the fearful share 1 must have in thy death.’ 

‘Tliou Jiast spoken the Jew,' .said Uebecca, 
‘as the pei'sceution of such as thou art has made 
liim, JTea\eii in ire h.as driven him Irom his 
country, but industry lias ojieiied lo him tho 
only load to ])Owor and to intlueiue wliicli op- 
pression lias left nnliarnd. Read tho ancient 
liist()i 7 of the peo]>le of (3od, and tell mo if those, 
by whom Jehovah WTonght such iiiarvela among 
the nations, w'ero then" a people of misers ana 
usurers !— And know, proud knight, we nutnbea* 
names amongst us to which your boasted northern 
nobility is as the gourd compared with the eedar 
—names that ascend far back to those high times 
when the Divine Presence shook the mercy-soat 
between the cherubim, and which derive their 
splendour tom no eaiihlpr prince, bdt torn tha> 
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awfhl Voice, \^hicli bade their fathers be neatest 
of the coiigrogation to the Vision— Such were 
the j»rinccs of the House of Jacob.* 

Rebecca’s colour rose as she boasted the 
aiu'icnt glories of her race, but faded as she 
with a sigh, ‘ Such were the iiriiices of 
Ju«hih, now such no more !' — Tlicy are train plwl 
down like the shorn gi*ass, and mixed with the 
mire of the ways. Yet llirre aio those among 
tJiein wlio sliamo not such high descent, and of 
such shall bo the daughter ot Isiiac, the son of 
A<lonikain ! Farewell ' 1 envy not thy hlood- 
won honours — 1 envy not thy harlmrons descent 
from northcni heathens— I envy thee* not thy 
faitli, which is c'ver in tliy inouth, but never in 
tliy heart nor in tliy practice.’ 

‘There is a sjx'll on me, by Heaven!* said 
liois-Giiilheit. ‘I almost think yon besotted 
skeleton spoke tnjth, and that the i-pluctance 
with whie.h I ])art Ironi thee ha., something in it 
more than is natural.-— Fair erealure !’ he said, 
approaching near her, hut with gieat respect, - 
*.so young, so hvsuitiful, so f(iarless of death 1 and 
yet doomed to di'*, and Avitli intainy and agony. 
Who would not weep for thee ^ — The tear, th/iL 
has been a stranger to the.se eyelids for twenty 
years, moistens tliein .is 1 ga/o on tlice. Jhit it 
mu’it be --nothing may now save tliy life. Thou 
and I are liut the blind iiistiiiments of some 
irresistililo fatality, that huiTies us along, like 
goodly vess»‘ls (hiving before the storm, whieli 
aio dashed against (‘adi other, and so parish. 
Forgive mo, thin, and let us part, at h‘a.st, as 
friends ])ait. 1 li.ive assaih d thy resolution in 
vain, and mine own is lixinl as tlie adamantine 
ileeioes of fate.’ 

‘Thus,’ said Th'hecca, ‘do men thi'ow on fate 
tJu) issue of their own w’ild jiassions. But I do 
f'Ugive thee, Bois-Chiillieit, though tho author 
of iny early death. There are noble things which 
<*ros.sovor thy jiowcrful mind ; but it is the garden 
of the sluggard, and the weeds have iiished up, 
and consjiircd to choke tho fail* and whole.some 
lilossom.' 

‘Yes,’ said tho Tcmi»lar, *I am, Rebecca, ns 
thou hast sjiokeii me, untaught, untamed — and 
l>ioud that, amidst a .shoal of empfy fools and 
crafty bigots, 1 hiive attained tli(> pre-einirient 
fortitude That places me aliove tliinii. I have 
been a child of battle from rny youth up^vaid, 
higli in rny views, steady mid inflexible in ]>ur- 
"uing them. Such must I remain — proud, in- 
flexible, and unehariging ; and of this the world 
shall have, proof.- But thou forgivest me, 
UebeccM 


‘As freely as over victim forgave her execu- 
tioner.’ 

‘ Far-ewell, then,’ said the Temiilar, and left 
tlu‘ ajKiilmeut. 

Tho Fieceptor Alhor*t w’aited iiupatiputly in at 
fdjaeent chamber tbe return of Bois-tJuilbert. 

‘Thou hast iuiied long,’ ho said; ‘I have 
* been as if stietclusl on rod -hot iron with very 
impatience. Wliat if I hi* (hand Master or his 
spy Coni ado had come liilhcr? 1 had paid 
dear for my corriiilaisam-e. -But vhat ails thee, 
hwther ?— Thy step totters, thv brow is as black 
> night. Art thou well, Bois-Cuilheit « * 

, answered the Templar, ‘as well as the 

' . - Wma vho is doomed to die within an hour.— 


Nay, by the i-ood, not half so well— for there be 
those in such state, who can lay down life like a 
cast-off garment By Heaven, Malvoisin, yonder 
girl hath well-nigh unnvmn^ me. I am half 
resolved to go to the Grand Master, abjure tho 
Order to his very teeth, and refuse to act the 
brutality which liis tyi’anny has im][j 08 cd on me.’ 

‘Thou aiL nuid,’ answered Malvoisin; ‘thou 
mayest thus indeed utterly min thyself, but 
caiust not I'ven find a ebaiioe thereby to save tlie 
life of this Jewess, which seems so precious in 
tiiiiic eyes. Bfaumanoir will name another of 
the Oifler to defiMid his judgment in thy place, 
and the aeciisc‘d wdll as assuredly jicrisn os if 
thou hadst taken the duty iinjioscd on thee,* 

‘’Tls false — I 'will myself take arms in her 
behalf,’ answered tho Tomplal^ liaiightily ; ‘and 
should I do so, [ think, Malvoisin, that thou 
knowesL not Olio ol the Order who will keep his 
saddle before tho ]>oiut i>f my lance,’ 

‘ Ay, hut tliou l(ugetcc.st,’ said the wily adviser, 

‘ thou w lit have neither Icisiu’c nor opportunity 
to (‘xeeute this mad ])rojeet. Go to Tjiicas Boau- 
manoir, and say tliou liast reiiouiieod thy vow of 
ohidieiice, ami *cc how long the despottc old 
man will leave tliee in jiersoual freedom, llio 
Avoids shall bcaree h.ive left thy lips, ere thou 
wilt either be an Immlred feet under gi’ouiid, in 
the dungeon of the Jhee(‘))toiy, to abide trial as 
a recreant kiiigJit ; or, if his ojiiiiion holds con- 
cerning thy possession, thou Avilt ho enjoying 
straAA", darkrre.ss, aird chains, ui some distant con- 
vent cell, sturmi'd Avith cxorcisnrs, and drenched 
Avith holy AVf> lei, to expel the foul fiend Avhieh 
hath obtained iloininion over thee. Thou must 
to the lids, Brian, or tliou art a lost and dis- 
honouied man.’ 

‘ I will break forth and fly,’ said Bois-Ouiibett 
--‘fly to some distant land, to which foil}'’ and 
fanaticism have not yet found their Avay, No 
drop of tho blood of this most excellent creature 
shall be .s[)ille(l by my sanction.* * 

‘ Thou earist not fly,’ said the Preceptor ; ‘ thy 
ravings have excited suspicion, and thou wilt not 
ho permitted to leaA’^o the Prcccptory. Go arid 
nrake the essay— present thyself before the gate, 
and cornm.'riid the bridge to be lowered, and 
mark Aidiat ansAver thou slialt receive. —Thou art 
surjaised and offended ; hut is it not the better 
for llreo ? Wort thou to fly, Avbat would ensue 
but the revpi\sal of tby anus, the dishonour of 
tliino ancestry, tire degradation of tliy rank? — 
Think on it. Where shall Ihino old companions 
in arms hide their heads when Brian dc Bois- 
Guilhcit, the best lanoe of tho Templars, is pro- 
elaiined recreiijiit, amid thi* Irissos of the assemulcd 
people? What grief wdll be at tho court of 
Fiance ! With Avhat joy Avill the haughty 
Richard ho.ar the ncAVs, that tho knight tliat set 
liim Irani in Palestine, and well-nigh darkened 
hib renoAvn, has lost fame and honour for a 
Jewish gir‘1, \vlioiu ho could not oven save by so 
costly a sacrifice I ’ ^ 

‘Malvoisin,’ said the knight, ‘I tliank thse— 
thou hast toucluHl the string at which my hoart 
mofat readily thrills !— Como of it what may, 
recreant shall never bo added to tbe name of 
Bois-Giiilbcrt. Would to God, Richard, or any 
of his vaunting minions of England^ woold appear 
in thesf lists \ But they will be empty— no ctn® 
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vrill lisk to break a lance for the innocent, the 
forlorn.* 

‘The better for thee if it prove so,* said the 
Preceptor ; ‘if no chan^^ion appeai-s, it is not by 
thy moans that this unlucky damsel shall die, 
but by the doom of the Grand Waster, with 
whom rests all the blame, and who will count 
that blame for praise and comm endal ion.’ 

*Tnie,* said Bois-( luilbert ; ‘il no liampion 
api>ears, I am but a part of the pa^'eant, sitting 
indeed on hoi-sebaek in tlic lists, but liaving no 
l>art in what is to follow.’ 

‘None whatever,’ said Malvoisin ; ‘no more 
than the armed image of Saint George when it 
makes mrt of a procession.’ 

‘Well, I will resume my resoliiiion,’ rcjilied 
the haughty Tenijflar. ‘ Slicjias deB])ised me - 
repulsed me— reviled me- and wlieiefore should 
1 ofler up for her whatever ol estimation 1 liave 
in the opinion of othei’S? Walvoisin, 1 will 
ajjpear in the lists.’ 

lie left the aj)artment hastily as bo uttered 
those woi'ds, and the T*i*eeeptor lollowTd, it) 
watch and eonfinu him in las resolution ; for in 
Bois-Ouilbcrt’s fame ho had liims(‘ll a strong 
interest, ex])eeling mueli advantage from his 
being one day at tlio head ol the Order, not to 
mention the ]iief(Tnient of wdiieli Mont-Fit diet 
had given him hopes, on condition he would 
forward the condemnation of tlio imfortunale 
liebecca. Yet altliougli, in combating his fiiend’s 
better feelings, he •possessed all the advantage 
which a wi#y, com]>oscd, selfish disposition has 
over a man agitated by strong and eonfendiiig 
passions, it lequired all Malvoisin’s art to keep 
Bois-Guilbert atj'.uly' to the ]mrj)ose he had pie- 
vailcd on him to adopt, H<‘ was obligeil to 
W'atch him closely to prevent his resuming his 
purpose of flight, to intercept his communication 
with the Grand W sister, lest ho should come to 
an open ruptijro with his Sujicrior, and to renew, 
from time to time, the various arguments hy 
which he endeavoured to show that, in appear- 
ing as champion on this occasion, Bois-Guilhci*t, 
without cither accelerating or insuiiug the fate 
of Rebecca, would follow the only course hy 
which he could save himself from degi’adati()ii 
and disgrace. 

CHAPTER XL. 

Shadows, avaunt !- Richard’s himself a^ain. 

Cibbkk’'> Kilhard in. 

• 

WjiKN the Black Knight— ior it hecoines 
necessary to resume the train of his adventures 
—loft the Trystiiig-trcv, of the generous outlaw, 
ho held his way straight to a neighbouring 
religious house, of small oxleiit and leveuue, 
called the Frioiy of Saint Botolph, to which the 
wounded Ivunhoe had been removed when the 
castle was taken, under the gnidanco of the 
foitliful Gurth and the magnanimous ^Yamha. 
It is unnecessary at present to mention what 
t^k place in the interim betwixt 'Wilfred and 
his deliverer ; siiffioo it to say that, after hmg 
and grave communication, messengers >vcre de- 
epatened by the prior in several directions, and 
that on the suooewng morning the Blao]^ Knight 


was about to set forth on hjs journey, aeoomi)anied 
by the jester Wamlni, who attends as his guide. 

‘ Wo will meet,* he said to Ivanhoe, ^ at Con. 
ingshurgh, the castle of tlio deceased Atlielstanc, 
since there thy father Godiio holds the funeral 
feast for his noble relation. I would see your 
Saxon kindred togeth(*r, vSir Wilfred, and become 
belttr acquaint ed with them than heretofore, 
'riioii also wilt Uicct me ; and it shall bo my task 
to rt'concilo thee to liiy iallier.’ 

So saying, he took an aHeelioiiato farewell of 
Ivanhoe, who e\i>ross<‘d an anxious desiie to 
attend uj>oii his deliverer. But 1 he Black Kniglit 
would not listen to the proposal. 

‘ Rest this day ; thou w ill have .scarce streiiglh 
enough to travel on the next, i w’lU have no 
guide with me but honest Wniiilu, wlio can ])lay 
priest or tool ns 1 shall be most in the Imiiioui.’^ 

‘And I,’ said Wam]»a, ‘will attend youwitli 
all my lieart. I would fain sec the leasting at 
the iiiucial of Ath<*lstane ; lor, il ji be not lull 
and frequent, he will rise from the dead to lebukc 
cook, sewer, and cupbeaier ; and that woie a 
sight woitli seeing. Always, Sii Knight, 1 will 
tiusl yonr valour with niaiving iny excuse to my 
master (Vdric, in eas(‘ mine own wit should fail.' 

‘ Aud ln)W' sJionJd my jK»or vdl(Jiii siieeccd, Sii 
Jester, when thy light wit halts 'i—iesolve mo 
that.’ 

‘Wit, Sir Knight,’ re])]ied the jester, ‘may do 
much. He is a quick, aj^a’chcjisivc knave, who 
sees his neigh) )oiii’s blind side, ahd know’s how 
to kec}) the lee-gcigc when his ])assions are blow- 
ing liigb. But Valour is a stuid} Icllow' that 
makes all si>lit. He lows agrjiust luili wiinl 
and tide, and makes wsiy not willistanding ; aud 
therefore, good Sii Kmght, wliih* I take advan- 
tage of the fair w’eathei in oiu noble master’s 
temper, I will ex])ect you tobestii yourself when 
it gi ow'S rough. ’ 

‘Sir Knight of the Ft t lei lock, since it is your 
pleasure so to bo distiiiguislicd,’ mid Ivanhoe, ‘ 1 
fear me you have chosen a talkative and a trouble- 
some fool to be your guide. But lie knows o\ cry 

I iath and alley in tin* xvoods as W4*ll ns e’ei a 
lunter wJio frequents them ; and the ])oor knavt, 
as thou Iifist ivirtly seen, is as laithful as steel.’ 

‘Nay,’ said the kniglit, ‘an he have the gift 
of showing my road, I .‘.hall not ginmhlo wnth liiin 
that ho desires to nudec it pleasant.- Fare-theft- 
xvell, kind Wiltred.- -I charge tliee not to attempt 
to travel till to-morrow at earliest.' 

So saying, he extended his hand to Ivanhoe, 
who i)reb.sed it to his lip.s, took leave of the prior, 
mounted his horse, and dejuuted, wiGi Wumba 
for his eoiiipanion. Ivanhoe followed tliom with 
his eyes, until tliey w<‘re lo'-t in the shadp.s of 
the sui rounding f(*re.st, and then retunuMl into 
the convent. 

But shortly after nmtiii-song, he requested to 
sec the luior. Tlie old man came in haste, aud 
inquired anxioiusly after the state of his health. 

‘ It Ls better,' be said, ‘ tliaii my fondest hope 
could have anticipated ; either my wpund liaa 
been slighter tlian the efliision of blood ipd me to 
suppose, or this balsam lialh wrought a wonderful 
cure upon il. I feel already as if I could bear my 
corselet ; and so much the better, for thoughts 
pass in my mind which render me unwilling to 
remain here longer in inactivity/ 
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'Kow tlio saints forbid,’ Stiid the prior, ‘that 
the son of tli** Saxon Ooclrio shouhl leave our 
othiveiit oro hi> wouinls were healed ! It wcie 
Bhaino to onr itvofossitni were we to suffer it.* 
^Nor wonlti 1 dosiio to leave your hospitahle 
roof, vrnora])lo fithei,’ baid Ivaiihoe, ‘did 1 not 
J (<*1 luynelf uMe to endure the journey, and com- 
p<<Jl('d to undoitako it.* 

‘ And what can liave urged you to so sudden a 
departuie #’ said the prior. 

‘ Have you never, holy father,’ answered tlie 
knight, ‘f(‘lt nn ap])rohensioii of appioac*hing 
evil, for which you in vain attenijded to assign a 
cause ? --l/tive yon never found your mind 
ilarkened, like the sunny landHcai>o, hy the 
sudd(‘u cloud which augura a corning tempest? — 
Ami thinkest thou not that sueh impulses are 
di'Morviug oi attention, as being the hints of oui 
guardian spii its that dantrer is imj»endiiig ^ * 

‘ 1 may not deny,* said the ])rior, eiossinghini- 
self, ‘thtd smh things have hcen, and have been 
of Heaven ; hut then, such com munies lions have 
ha<l a visibly useful scope and tendency. But 
thoii, wounded as thou art, what avails it thon 
shoiildst F«>]]ow the steps of him whom thou 
eouhUt not aid, were he to ho assaulted ?’ 

‘Piior,’ siihl Jvanhoe, ‘thou dost niistako— I 
am stout enough to ex^-hange luiffels with any 
one who will challenge me to such a traffic. - But 
wore it othenvise, may I not aid him, wore ho in 
ilaiiger, hy tdher incuns than hy force of amis^ 
It is hut too well known that the Saxons love not 
tlie Nojman laee, and wdio knows what may Im‘ 
the issue, if he break in U])on tJiom when their 
hearts aic irritated hy the death of Athelstaue, 
aiwl their heads heated hy the carousal in which 
they wdll iudiilgo themselves ? I hold his entrance 
aniongthem jI sm h a nioniciit most perilous, and 
1 aiku resolved to share or avert the danger ; wdiich, 
that T may the better do, I would cinve of thee 
the use ol some palfrxy W'hosc pace may ho softer 
Ilian that of my * 

‘Surely,’ said the woithj’^ chiuohuinn ; ‘you 
shall havi' mine own ainhling jcum I, and 1 would 
it aml>le(l a-) easy for 301 UI .sak( as that of the 
Ahliot of 8 aint Albans, Yet tin’s w’ill 1 saj' for 
Malkin, lor so I call h»*r, that unless you wa*re to 
borrow a ride (>u tlm jugglers steed that jjaccs ,1 
iioriqiipc amongst the (*ggs, you could not go a 
join m y on a ei eat lire so gentle and sinooth-jiaced. 

1 have eompo>(‘d many a homily on lie;* back, to 
the edification of my hVothrmi of the cmivenl, and 
Jti-uiy poor OliiisLwn souls.* 

‘I )iray you, reveicnd failior,* said Tvauhoe, 

* lr‘t Malkin be got ready instantly, and bid Uurth 
ntlend mo with mine arms.’ 

‘ Nay, but, fair sir,' wiid tiro prior, ‘I })ray you 
to U'inomber that Malkin Jiatli a,s little bkill in 
arms as Ik r master, and that I w'arrani not her 
enduring the sight or wadglit of your full |)anoply. 
O, Malkin, | pioiiiise you, is a beast of judg- 
ment, and will con tend against an undue weight 
—>1 did but borrow the Frvrtuft Temporum from 
the priest of Stint jind I jiromise you she 
would not .stir from Lin* g ile until 1 had excliaugr’d 
the huge volume for uiy little hreviury.* 

^ Trust me, holy lather,’ said Ivauiioe, ‘I wdll 
ILOidktvos^ her with too much weight ; and if she 


calls a combat witir me it is odds but she has the 

W01*8t.* 

Tliis rejdy was made wdiile Gurth was buckling 
on tlie knight’s lieels a pair of largo gilded spure, 
eapahle of convincing any restive horse that his 
liest safety lay in l>(‘iiig conformable to the will 
ol his I ider. 

The dee]) and sharp rowels with wiiich Ivan- 
hoe’s heels wore now aimed began to make the 
worthy prior reiieiit tff his courtesy, and ejaculate, 
— ‘Na 3 % hut, lair sir. now I bethink mo; niy 
Malkin alndeth not the spur.— Better it W'cre that 
you tany l(»r the mare of our manei]»k down at 
the (Traii^x*, which iiwy ho had in little moio 
than an hour, and cailiiot but ho tractable, in 
resjieet that she draweth much of our winter 
firewood, and eatetli no corn.’ 

‘ I thnnk you, rcwcroiid father, but will abide 
l>y your tirst offer, as I see Malkin is alivady 
led forth to the gate. Gurth shall cany mine 
ainiour ; and, for the le&l, roly on it, that, lis I 
will not overload Malkin’s hack, she shall not 
oveieome my ])atienee. And now", farewell ! ’ 

Ivanhoe now descended the stairs more l}a»stily 
and easily than his wound promised, and threw 
liimself ii})()n the jennet, eager to escape the im- 
port unity of tlio prior, who stuck as closely to 
Ids Hide as his age and fatness would permit, now 
.singing the ]>raises of Malkin, now" recommending 
caution to the kuight in uiaiiaging her. 

‘She is at the most dangerous period for 
maidens as well as maio<J’ said the old man, 
laughing at his ow"n jest, ‘ lieing .bai'ely in her 
fifteenth year.' 

Ivanhoe, who had other weh to weave than to 
stand canvassing a palfrey’s puces with ite owner, 
lent hut a deaf ear to the julor’s grave advices ai»(i 
(a(*etious jc.sts, and bar ing leant on hi.s mare, and 
eoniinamled his squiie (tor such Gurth now called 
Idmsolf) to keep clo.se by his side, he follow'cd the 
track of the Black Kidght into the forest, while 
the prior stood at the gate of the convent looking 
after him, and ejaeulatiug, —‘Saint Mary I how 
prompt and fiery ho these men of war ! 1 would 
I hiid not tinded M.dkiii to his kwjuiig, for, 
eripjiled as { am with the cold rheum, I am 
undone if aught but good befalls her. And yet,* 
wild he, recollecting himself, ‘as I W'ould not 
.Sparc my own old and disahh'd Uinhs in the good 
eaiLse of Old Kiigl.ind, so Malkin must e’en run 
her hazard on the* same venture ; and it may he 
they w"ill think our jroor h<ni.se worthy of some 
luunifieent guerdon — or, it may ho, they will 
send the <thl prior a pacing nag. And if they do 
none of those, as gi'<*at men will fmget little 
men’s scrv'ico, truly 1 sliall liold me w'eU rejvaid 
ill having done that wdiicli is right. And it is 
now well-nigh the fitting time to summon the 
Irrethrcn to breakfast in the refectfuy-— Ah 1 1 
doubt they obey tliat call more chcej-ily than the 
bells for ])riraes and matins. 

So Ihc Brior of Saint Botolph’s hobbled back 
again into the refectory, to preside over the stock* 
fish and ale wliich was just serving out for tiro 
friars’ breakfast. Pursy and important, he sat 
him down at tire table, and many & jdark word 
ho threw out, of benefits to be expected to the 
convent, and high deeds of aorviee' done by 
himself, wlxich, at another season, would have 
aitracl^ observation. But as thestock^fish was 
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higlUy saltod, aiid the ale reasonably powerful, 
the jaws of the brethren were too anxioufaly em- 
ployed to admit of Ihoir making rnuoli iibo of 
their ears ; nor do we r^ad of ai»y oi tlio Irat'^rnity 
who was tempted to bpociilatc upon the mystnionb 
hints of their Supoiior, exoej)t Fatlicr Djggoiy, 
who was severely aflhcLcd by ilie tooUuiche, 
so tliat he could only oat on one sidi oi hi « 
jaws. 

Ill the moantiine, the lUack Cham]>ioii au<l iiis 
guide wore pacing at then lei‘«ui<* lliiough tlu 
recesses of the foiost ; the gooil knight wliikb 
humming to hun&elf tlic 1 ly of some eimmouicd 
troubadour, sometimes eiieomuging by (picbtions 
the prating disposition ol his atteiuLuit, so lhal 
their dialogue formed a wlimisieal nuxtuie of 
song and jest, of wliieli wo rymld fain give oin 
rcaflors some idea. You are tm-n to imagine tins 
knight, such as we have alie.idy deseiihed him, 
strong of person, tall, liroad shouhhu'ed, ami 
large of bone, mounted on liio mighty hluik 
cliarger, which beeimd inad(’ on inirjioso to Ik i* 
his weight, bo easily ho paetd loiwaid uiid‘‘i il, 
having the visoi of Ins helmet laiscd, in ordei lo 
admit fuedom of bieatli, yet keeping the beavi r. 
or nndoT ]>ait, closed, so that Ins features eouhl 
be but iiiiperfeetly disf uiguislied. But liis luddy 
embrowned cheok-boiies could he jdainly setn, 
and the large and blight blue eyes that flaslud 
from under tlio daik sbado of the laised viboi ; 
iud the whole gestuie and look of the chamjuoii 
expressed careless gaiety and feailest, confident 
— a mind which was unci[it to apjireliend dangei, 
and prompt to defy it wdioii most inunineiit - yet 
with whom danger was a familiar thouglil, as 
with one whoso trade was wai and advcntuie. 

The jester wore his usual fantastic habit, but 
lato accidents had led liiiii to adopt a good 
cutting faluliion, instead of his wooileii swoid, 
with a targe to mateli it ; ol holli W'liich weajxms 
ho had, notwithstanding his piotessioii, bhowii 
hinisolf a skitlub master duiiiig the stonning of 
Torquilstone. Indeed, 1 he iiifu luity of AVaiiibu’s 
brain consisted chiefly in a kind of impatient 
iiTitabilily, whiih suffeied him not long to 
remain quiet in any post me, or adlieie to an} 
certain tiain ot ideas, allliougli lie was for a few 
minutes alert enough in peiioniiiiig any iiti 
mediate task, or in apprehending any inaueduite 
topic. On hoi’sebaek, thcrehue, he was ixnpetu- 
alJy swinging himself backwaids ami foiwanls, 
now on tiio hoise’s ears, then apoii on the vciy 
rump of the animal,— now hanging both his legs 
on one side, and now bitting wdth liis face to flu 
tail, moping, niowdng, and making a thousand 
apish gestures, until his ])alfiey took his ficaks 
so much to heart as faiily to lay him at Jus 
length on the green grass— an intideiif whh b 
greatly amused tlio knight, hut conijielli'd his 
companion to ride more steadily theiedltei. 

At the point of their journey at which we take 
them up, tliis joyous pair wchi engaged in singing 
a virelai,^ it was called, in which the clt>\\n 
bore a mellow burden to the better instinct ed 
Knight of the Fetterlock. And thus ran the 
dit^:— 

Anna-Maae, love, up is jhe sun, 

Anna-Marie, love, morn is begun,. 

Mists are dispersing, love, birds singing free, 
tip in the morning, love, Anna-Marie. 


Anna-Mane, love, up in the morn, 

Ihe hunter is winding blithe cn In- hnn, 

'the etho rings merry fiom rock and from tree, 

*lii> time to arouse thee, love, Anna-MAiie. 

Wamha. 

0 Ijbalt, lo\e T>halt, .iu.*kc me not >tt, 

AtoutuI my soft pill wlale softci, die.iino flit, 

1 in what .irt th< io>s th.U in w. iking we prove, 

C impart d with tht e Msimis, (.) l>balt, my love/ 

Lft (he Inrds ti» ‘‘ir use of the rnist uiTol shrill, 

Let the hutitct hh w out his loud hoiii oti the lull, 
Softer 'ouiKh, si fici pleasnu*, iii ‘hnuhr I piove,— 
l>ut think nut 1 dreamt i^f thee, L^halt, niy love. 

‘A dainty song,’ .said Waniba, wluii they Imtl 
liuibhed tJieii carol, ‘aijcl I swcai li} my bauble, 
a pietfy moinl *- 1 uwil lo sing it wirii Uurth, 
once my ]»Ia 3 delIow, ai'd now, by ibc giace oi 
(hnl aiicl 111 - masfci, no less Ilian n Inemiin ; and 
we once came by the cudgel loi being cntianced 
by the nulod} that we 1 ly in It 'I two Inmis 
atlci siinnse, singing lix* ditly lulwixt sleeping 
iind waking - ni} bones aclic a1 llonking ui the 
tunc evei suite. Nevci Ibeli ■> s, 1 li.ive ]>layMl; 
the ]Mif oi Aniia-Maiie, to pltsisc }(iu, full bit.’ 

The jestd nc\1 stunk into amitlnr oaiol, a 
soli of comic diit}, to whit ]i the knu'lii, catching 
up the tunc, nqilictl in llie Jikc inanm *. 

Knighf ano Wamha 

Ihtic came three merry imn from ‘outh, ’»ca, aiivl 
north, 

I \er more sing the loundeku ; 

'lo wrri the Widow of Wvumibe forth, 

And where was the widow isigl I sd '* 

7 he fii<t wai <v knight, and fioin 'I \nL(laU hr came, 
Lvei^ more a ig the loundilav ; 

And his fathers, God k.we ns, were im ii tf great 
f.ime, 

And where was the widow might sav lam nay? 

Of his father the bird, of his unde tiic <(|iine, 

He boasted m ihyrae mid in roundtl.o , 

She bade hini ('o bask by Ins ser >t d Iik 
1 Ol she was the widow world say him na\ 

Wami \ 

iLc next that ron.e foiih, swore b> b'osa and by 
nails, 

Mciiily sing the ioundda\ ; 

Hurs a gcntkman, Ciod wot, and hni s bneage wa> 
of Wales, 

And wlidc was the widow naght &a> Inn i., ^ ^ 

Sir Jlasid ayr Moigan ap finfliih ap IJurh 
Ap IiuUi .iji Kliiu, (jiioth Ins nnindeJa) , 

SJic said thit one widow foi ‘o rn.inv wa. t(;o few, 
i^T.d ‘he bade the Welslunan wend Ins w-. \ 

But then n Kt r.mie a jeoman, a j toman of kent, 
JuPily ‘inging Ins toundda> , 

He ‘Poke to the widsi of livn g .nu j' a, 

And where was iht widow toiild ‘.y linn nay? 

Bill ir. 

So the knight and the sriuirc weis. both left in the 
nnre, 

7 here for to sing their roundelay 
1 r»t a vtoman of Kent, with his x*'*trly rent, 

'Iherc ntver was a widow could s.iy him nay. 

‘I uould, AVaiirba,’ said tlie kniglit, ‘that our 
host of llic Trysting-fitc, or the jolly ftiar, }ii» 
chaplain, heard this Ixiy dilty in piuibO of our 
bliifi yeoman.’ 

‘So would not I,’ said Wamha — ‘bat for the 
hoiiL that haiiga at your haldiic.’ 

‘Ay,* said the knight, — ^*this is a pledge of 
Lookslcy’s goodwill, tlmugh 1 am not like to 
need it. l^ree mote on thie bugle will, 1 lua 
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assurodi briu^ at our need, a jolly band of 

yonder honest yeornen.' 

* 1 would srt>, ffoaveu forfend/ said the jester, 
*wm> it not tliat that fair wft is a pledge they 
would let us pass peaceably. 

* Why, uhat meanest thou ? ’ said tlic kniglit ; 
* thiiik‘"<l thou that but for this pledge oi fcihnv- 
sliip tiny would assault us^’ 

‘ fiTay, for me I say nothing,’ said AVainba ; 
‘ for gi’cou trees have eats as well as stone walls. 
Jlut canbt thou construe me this, Sn Knight - 
Wliori is thy wine pileher and thy puise better 
<'mpty than lull t ’ 

* Why, iievei, I think,’ leplitd tin- knight. 

^Thoii never deseivest to have a full one in 

thy hand, foi so sim^ile an answir ! Thou hadst 
best empty Ihy ])iteher ere thon jjass it to a 
Saxon, ana leave Ihy money at home c-ie tliou 
walk in the greeinvood.’ 

* You hold our fiionds lor robbeis, then V s.iid 
the Kniglit of the Ketlerloek. 

‘ You hear me md say so, lair sii NVainha ; 
‘it may relieve a poor man’s steed to take otfliis 
mail, w'heii Ite hath a long jour in v to make ; and, 
eerles, it m ly do good to ilie iidei’s soul to ease* 
him ot that winch is the root of all evil ; there- 
fo'o will 1 giv< 110 haul names to those wdio do 
Mich seivii‘(»s. Only I would wish my mail at 
home, and niy purse in iny chamber, when 1 
meet with these g<KKi fellow's, heeauso it may 
sive them some trtuihle.' 

‘ /tv are bound ti> pray fm’ them, my fiieinl, 
notwithstanding the fair ohar.ietor thou dost 
atford tlnmi.’ 

‘ Piayt’oi them wdth all my heart,’ s.iid Wamha; 
' but in the town, not in the greenwood, like the 
Ahhot of Saint lleos, whom tliey (aused to say 
mass with an old hollow oak liee for his stalk’ 

Say as thou list, Wamba,’ replied the knight, 
'thes“ yeomen did thy mast<‘i (Vdric ^eomanly 
seivicc at Tonpiilstoue. 

‘ Ay, trill j aiisweied AVamba ; ‘but that was 
in the f.ishioii of tlieir trade with Heaven.’ 

‘Their tiade, Wamha ^ how' moan you by 
that?’ repliid Ids eom|uiuon. 

‘ Marry thn'*,’ said the jester. 'Tliey make up 
a baianeed »n-coiiiil with Heaven, ns our old 
eel hirer iHed to call his ei])lieiiug, as fail o-> 
Isaac the Jew' keeps with Jiis debtoiy, and, like 
him, giv'e out a veiy lirtlo, and take large credit 
tor (loirig so ; reekoiiiug, doubtless, on iheir own^ 
behalf, the sevcmfold usury whieh tin* blessed 
fe\t iiatli pioniised to charitablo loans.’ 

‘(Jive me an evamjjle of youi meaning, Wamba, 

I know iiotldiig of ciphers or rates of usagv^,’ 
answ^ered the kniglit. 

‘Why,’ said Wamba, ‘an your valour be so 
dull, you will ])lease to leaiu that those honest 
fellows balamo a good d('ed with one not quite 
so laudable ; a^ a clown given to a begging liiar 
with a huudrtfl byzants taken from a fat abbot, 
or a W'eneh kissed in tlio gi’ccnwood wdth the 
relief <vf a pooi w idovv.’ 

AVTliich o< these w.ii the good deed, wdiidi w'as 
the fehm> iuternipted ihe knight, 

‘ A good gibe ! a good gibe ’ ’ said Wamba ; 

‘ keeping W’itly oonqiany shaipenetli the appre- 
^ lu^naioii. You sai-t nothing so well. Sir Knight, 
I will b« awoni, when you hold drunken vespers 
W9p th^ blttflP hermit.— But to go on. The 


merry-men of the forest set off the building of a 
cottage with the burning of a castle — ^the thatch- 
ing of a choir against the robbing of a church 
—the setting free a poor prisoner against the 
murder of a proud shcriif ; or, to come nearer to 
oiir point, the deliverance of a Saxon franklin 
against the burning alive of a Normau barop. 
(ientle thieves they are, in short, and courteous 
robbers ; but it is over the luckiest to meet witli 
them wlien tlioy arc at the worst.’ 

‘ How so, Wamba ? ’ said the kniglit. 

‘ Why, then they Imve some con^iuiiciion, and 
aie for making up matters w'ith Heaven. But 
when they havi* struck an oven balance, Heaven 
lielj) them with whom they next open the account ! 
Tlie tiavellers who lirst met them after their good 
service at Torqqilstono would have a woeful 
tiaying. And yet,’ said Wamba, coming close 
up to ihe knight’s side, ‘there be eonit>anion3 
w'ho are far more dangerous for travellers to meet 
than yonder outlaws.’ 

‘ And who may they be, for you have neither 
bcais nor wolves, 1 iiow ’ said the kniglit. 

‘ !Marry, sir, but W'e have Malvoisin's incn-at- 
arins,’ said Wamba; ‘and lei me tell you that 
111 time of civil war, a lialf-scorc of tlie&e is worth 
.1 band ol wolves at any time. They aic now 
expecting tliQir harvest, and arc leiiiforccd with 
tile soldiei*a tliat escaped Irom Torquilstoiio. So 
that, should wo meet with a baud of them, wc 
are like to pay tor our feats of arms. — Now, I 
play you, Sir Knight, vvh.ti W'ould you do if we 
met tw'o of them ^ ^ 

‘Pin the villains to the earth with my lance, 
Wamba, if they oliVi'ed us any impediment.’ 

‘ But what if there wore four ot tlicm ^ ’ 

‘They should drink of the same cup,' an- 
swered the knight. 

‘ Wliat if six,’ continued Wamba, ‘and we as 
we now tire, barely tw'o- would you not remember 
ij<K*k.sley’s born i ’ 

‘ What ! sound for aid,’ exclainfed the kniglit, 
‘against a scor*e (d‘ such rancaiJlc as tlicfao, w'hom 
one go(»d kniglit eould diivo before him as the 
wind drivp.s the withered leaves ? ’ 

‘Nay, then,' said Warnha, *1 will jtray you 
for a close sight of tliat saiiiu horn that liath bo 
powerful a breath.’ 

The knight undid the clasp of the baldric, 
and indulged bis lellow-traveller, who immedi 
ately hung the bugle round his own nock, 

‘Tra-lira-la,’^ said he, whistling the notes; 
‘ nay, I know my gamut as w'cll as another.’ 

‘ How moan you, knave ? ’ said the knight. 
‘ Restore me the bugW.’ 

‘ Content you, Sir Kniglit, it is in safe keeji- 
iug. When Valour and Folly travel, Folly should 
bear the horn, beeausci she can blow the best.’ 

‘Nay, but, rogue,’ said the Black Knight, 
'this exceedeth thy lieenec. — Beware yc tamper 
not with my patience.’ 

‘ Urge me not with violence, Sir Knight,’ saicl 
the jester, keeping at a distance fre^ the im- 
jwitient champion, * or Folly will show a dean 
Jiair of heels, and leave Valour to find out his 
way through the wood as best ho may.* 

‘ Nay, thou hast hit me there,’ said the knight ; 
‘ and, sooth to say, 1 have little time to jangle 
with thee. Keep the horn an thou wilt, but let 
us proceed on our journey.* 
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* You will not harm me, then 1 ’ said Wamba. 

' I toll theo no, thou knave I * 

‘Ay, but pledge me your knightly word for 
it,* continued Wambu., as he approached with 
great caution. 

*My knightly word I pledge: only come on 
with thy foolish self.’ 

‘ Nay, then. Valour and Folly are once more 
boon companions,* said the jester, c«. i ling up 
foankly to the knight’s side ; * but, in truth, I 
love not such buifets as that you bestowed on 
the burly friar, when his holiness rolled on the 
green like a king of the nine-i)ins. And now 
that Folly wears the horn, let Valour rouse him- 
self, and shake his mane ; for, if I mistake not, 
there are oomi>any in yonder brake that arc on 
the look-out for list’ • 

* What makes thee judge so ? * said the 
knight. 

‘Because I have twice or thrice noticed the 
glance of a morrion fiom amongst the green 
leaves. Ihul they been honest men, they had 
kept the path. But yonder thicket is a choice 
oliapel for the clerks of Saint Nicholas.* 

‘By my faith,’ said the knight, closing his 
V^isor, ‘ I think thou bo’st in the riglit on’t.’ 

And in good time did he close it, for three 
arrows flew at tlie same instant from the suspected 
spot against his head and breast, one of wliich 
would nave poneti*ated to the brain, liad it not 
been turned aside by the steel visor. The other 
two were averted liy tlie gorget, and by the 
shield whicli hung around his neck. 

* Thanks, tiusty armourer,’ said the knight. — 
‘Wamba, let ns close with ihein,’— and he rode 
straight to the thicket. lie was mot hy six or 
seven men-at-arms, who ran against him with 
their lances at full career. Three of tlie weapons 
struck against him, and splintered with os little 
effect as if they liod been driven against a tower 
of steel. The Black Knight’s eyes seemed to 
flash fire evoif through the aperture of his visor. 
Ho raised himself in his stirrups with an air 
of inexpressible dignity, and exclaimed, * What 
moans tliis, my masters?*— The men made no 
other reply than by drawin^f their swords and 
attacking him on oveiy side, crying, ‘Die, 
tyrant 1 * 

‘ Ha 1 Saint Edward i Ila I Saint George ! 
Bair\ the Black Knight, strikuig down a man at 
every invocation ; ‘‘have, we trail ors hero ? * 

Hia opponents, desperate as ^hey were, bore 
back from an arm which carriea death in every 
blow, and it seemed as if the terror of his single 
strength was about to gain tlie battle against 
such odds, when a knight in blue armour, who 
had hitherto kept himself behind the other 
assailants, spuiTcd forward with his lance, and 
taking aim, not at the rider, but at the steed, 
wounded the noble animal mortally. 

‘ That was a felon stroke i ’ exclaimed the 
Black Knight, as the steed fell to the earth, 
bearing l^s rider along with him. 

An<f at this moment Wamba winded the 
bttgle, for the whole had passed so speedily that 
he had not time to do so sooner. The sudden 
sound made the murderers bear back once more, 
and Wamba, though so imporfectlv weaponed, 
did not hesitate to rush in and aas&t the Black 
Knight to m6, , 
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‘ Shame on ye, false cowards f ’ exclaimed he 
in Uie blue harness, who seemed to lead the 
assailants ; ‘ do yo fly from the empty blast of a 
horn blown by a jester ? ’ 

Animated by his words, they attacked the 
Black Knight anew, wdioso best refuge was now 
to })lace Ills back against an oak, and defend 
himscli with his sword. The felon knight, who 
had taken another spear, watching the moment 
when his formidable antagonist was most closely 

f )rcssed, galloped against him in hopes to nail 
lim with his laiicc against the tree, when his 
purpose was again intercepted by Wamba. Tlie 
jester, making up by agility the want of strength, 
and little noticed by the meu-at-arms, who were 
busiiHl ill their more important object, hoverofl 
on the skirts of the fight, and effectually checked 
the fatal (‘areer of the Blue Knight, by ham- 
stringing his horse with a stroke of his sword. 
Horse and man went to the ground ; yet the 
situation of the Knight of the Fetterlock con- 
tinued very precarious, as ho was pressed close 
by several men completely aimed, and began to 
be fatigued by the violent exeitions necessary to 
defend himself on so many 2 )oints at nearly the 
same moment, wlien a gi-ey-goose shaft suddenly 
btrefebod on the earth one of the most formidable 
of liis assailants, and a band of yeomen broke 
forth from the glade, headed by Locksley and 
the jovial friar, who, taking ready and effectual 
}>art in the fray, soon disposed of the mflians, 
all of whom lay on the spot dead or mortally 
wounded. The Bla(‘k Knight tlianked his de- 
liverers with a dignity they had not observed in 
liis fonner bearing, wliicli hitherto liad schemed 
lather that of a blunt, bold soldier, than of a 
person of exalted rank. 

‘It concerns me much,’ ho said, ‘even before 
I express my full giatitudo to my ready friends, 
to discover, if I may, who have been my unpro- 
voked enemies. — Open the visor of that Blue 
Knight, Wamba, wmo seems the chief of these 
villains.* 

The jester instantly made up to the leader of 
tlie assassins, wlio, bruised by liis fall, and en- 
tangled under the w'ounded steed, lay incapable 
either of flight or resistance. 

* Como, valiant sir, ’ sahl Wamba, ‘ I must be 
your annourcr as well as your equerry — I 
have dismounted you, and now I will uiiholm 
you.’ 

So sayiiig, w ith no very gentle hand ho undid 
tlie helmet of the Blue Knight, which, rolling to 
a distance on the grass, displayed to the Knight 
of iho Fetterlock, grizzled locks, and a counten- 
ance ho did not expect to have soon under such 
circ*unistanccs. 

‘ Waldcniar Fitzurso ! ' he said, in astonish* 
mont ; ‘ w'liat could urge one of thy rank and 
seeming worth to so foul an undertaking?' 

‘Richard,* said the captive knight, looking 
up to him, ‘ thou knowest little of mankind, u 
thou knowest not to what ambition and revenge 
can lead every child of Adam.' 

‘ Revenge ? * answered the Black Knight ; • I 
never wronged thee — on me thou hast nought 
to reven^,* 

‘ My daughter, Richard, whose alliance thou 
didst scorn — ^waa that no injury to a NotntiAOp 
whose blood ianohle as thine own I* ' 
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*Thy daughter?' replied 1 ho Black Knight; 
*a ptoper cause of cniiiilyi and lollowod iij) to a 
bloody issue 1 —Stand back, my mastem, I would 
speak to him alone.- And now, ‘Waldemar Fitz- 
urrte, Say me the truth — confess who set thoo on 
this traitorous deetl/ 

‘ Thy father’s sou,’ answered Waldcmar, * who, 
in so doing, did but avenge on thoo thy dis- 
ohedieiico to tliy father.' 

Richard’s eyes sparkled with indignation, but 
his bettor nature overcame it. lie pressed his 
hand against his brow, and roinaiiicd an instant 
cazing on the face of the humldcd l>aron, in whose 
features pride was contomling with shame. 

‘Thou dost not ask tJiy liio, Waldcmar,' said 
the king. 

‘JHe that is in the lion’s clutch,* answeiwi 
Fitzurse, ‘knows it were needless.’ 

‘Take it, then, unasked,* said Richaid ; ‘tlio 
linn ploys not <m jirostratc carcasses. — Take thy 
life, out With this condition, that in thp*cdays 
thou hhnlt leave England, and go to hide lliinc 
infamy in thy Nonnan ensile, and that thou 
wilt never mention the nanio of .lohii cd Anjou 
as connected with thy felony. Tf thou ait found 
on English ground after the space 1 have allotted 
thee, thou die.st — or if thou hreathest aught that 
can attaint the honour of my house, by Saint 
Oeorgo ! not the altar itself shall lie a sanetuary. 
1 will hang thee out to feed tlie ravens, Iroin the 
very pinnacle of thine own castle. — Let this 
knight have a steed, Locksky, for I sec yom 
yeomen have caught those wliich were running 
loose, and let him d(‘])art unhai'med,’ 

‘ But that I judge 1 listen to a voice whoso 
behests must not bo disputed,' answered the 
yeoman, ‘ I would send a shaft after the skulk- 
ing villain that should spare him the labour of a 
long journey.’ 

‘Thou bearest au Englisli heart, Loeksh»y,’ 
said the Black Knight, ‘and >vell dost judge 
tliou ait the more bound U) obey my behest- I 
am Richard of England 1* 

At those words, pronounced in a tone of 
majesty .suited to the high rank, and no Jess 
distinguislicd character, of C<eui-de-Ijion, the 
yeouKui at oiieo kneeled down before him, and 
at the winic time tendered their allegiance, and 
implored pardon for tlmir offences. 

‘Rise, my friends,’ said Richard, in a gi’acious 
tone, looking on them with a eountenaneo in 
which his habitual good-huiriour had already con- 
quered the blaze of hasty reseiitmcnt, anrl wliose 
features retained no mark of the late desperate 
conflict, excepting the flush arising from exer- 
tion, — ‘Arise,’ he said, ‘ my friends ! — Your mis- 
demeanours, whether in forest or field, liavo been 
atoned by the loyal services you rendered my 
distressed subjects liefore the walls t»f Torquil- 
stono, and the rescue you have this day afforded 
to your sovereign. Arise, my liegemen, and 
®'ihjccl^, in future.— And thou, bravo 

1 ..^ longer TiO<.*ksley, my liego, but 

kn^ me under the name which, I fear fame 

t«o vrtdely to l,»vi A-jiLhoi oX 

eara— I am Kol.in Hood of Sherwood 

j 
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‘King of outlaws, and prince of good fellows ! * 
said the king j ‘ who hath not lieam a name that 
has been borne as far as Palestine? But be 
assured, bravo outlaw, thc,t no deed done in our 
absence, and in the turbulent times to which 
it hath given rise, shall bo remembered to thy 
(IKulvantage. ’ 

‘True says the proverb,’ said Wsmba, inter- 
])osing his w'ord, but with some abatement of his 
usual petulance, — 

‘ When the tat is a«ay, 

'J’lie mite will jilay.' 

‘Wliat, Wanibji, aif thou there?' said Richard ; 
* 1 have been so long of liearing thy voice, 1 
thought 1‘hoii liadst taken flight.’ 

‘ 1 take flight ! ’ f.aid Wamlti ; ‘when do you 
ever find Folly '•‘qiarated from Valour? There 
litss the tiophy of my t-w’^ortl, that good gi*oy 
gelding, wlioni I lieartily wish upon his legs 
again, tonditioning his master lay tliere Jiouglied 
in his ])lace. II is tiiie, I gave a little ground 
at first, for a motley jatket docs not brook lance- 
lieads ns a st*‘(l doublet will. But if 1 fought 
not at .sword’s point, you wdll grant me that I 
.sounded the onset.’ 

‘ And to good purpose, honest Wamba, ' replied 
tbo king. ‘Thy good service shall not bo 
forgotten.' 

*i\)nfileor} Cmfitcor!*- cxclainjed, in a .sub- 
missive lon(‘, a voice near the king’s side — * my 
Latin wull cairy mo no farther— but I confess 
my deadly tieaarm, and pray Icate to have 
absolution before I am l(*d to execution ! ' 

Richard looked around, and beheld the jovial 
friar on his knees, telling Ids rosary, while his 
q^uarter-staff, which had not been idle during 
the skirmish, lay on the grass beside him. His 
eountenaneo was gatheied so as he ^thought 
might best oxpiess tlicinost profound contrition, 
his eyes being turned up, and the qomers of his 
mouth diawn down, as Wamba expressed 
like the tas.sols at the month of a purse. Yet 
this demure aftectation of extreme penitence 
wuM whimsically belied by a ludicrous meaning 
which lurked in his lingi* features, and seemeS 
to pioiiounce Jiis fear and repentance alike 
hypocritical. 

‘For what art thou cast down, mad priest?' 
said Richard ; ‘ ai/ thou afraid thy dioeesan 
shouhJ lea i ll how tnily thou dost serve Our Lady 
aud Saint Dunslau Tush, man ! fear it not ; 
Richard of England betrays no secrets that pasA 
over the flagon.’ 

‘Nay, mo.st gracious 'sovereign,’ ansWorod tho 
hermit ^well known to the curious in penny 
liLstoricB of Robin Hood by the name of Friar 
Tuck), ‘it is not the crosier I fear, but tho 
sceptre. — Alas ! that my sacrilegious fi.st should 
ever liave been ap])lied to the ear of the Lord'a 
anointed ! ' 

‘Ila! ha!' Said Richard; ‘sits the wdndt 
there?- In tnith I had forgotten th« buffet, 
though mine ear sung after it for a whole day. 
But if the cuff was fairly given, 1 bb judged 
by the good men around, if it waS not as well 
repaid— or, if thou thinkbst I Still owe thee 
buSf stand forth for another couutslf- 

‘By np lawHui,' Ifldc; ‘I tad 
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mine own returned, and with naury— may your 
Majeaty ever jwiy your debts as fully ! ’ 

*lf I could do so with cuffs,’ said the king, 
* my creditors shonlA have little reason to com- 
plain of an empty excheciucr.’ 

‘And yet,’ said the friar, resuming his demure 
hypocritical countenance, ‘ I knriw not what 

E nce I ought to perform for tint moat saci-i- 
us blow I ’ 

‘ Speak no more of it, binther,’ said the king ; 
‘ after having stood so many eulfs from rayiiims 
and misbelievers, 1 wei’c void ot r<‘ason to qnan-cl 
with the buffet of a elerk so holy as lie of C’op- 
manhurst. Yet, mine honest fiiar, I think it 
would be best bolli for the Cbiireli and tby.self, 
that 1 should proeure a licence to iiiifroek thee, 
and retain thee a§ a yeoman^f our guard, sei viiig 
in care of our person, as formerly/ lu attendance 
upon the altar of Saint Ihinstan!* 

‘ My liege,’ said tlie Mar, ‘ 1 luiiiihly eiavc your 
pardon ; and you would readily grant my excuse, 
ilid you but know bow the sin of laziness has 
besot me. Saint Duiistan - may he he gracious 
keus ! — stands quiet in his niche, tliough 1 should 
forget my orisons in killing a fat buck- -I stay 
out of my cell sometimes a-liight, doing 1 ivot 
not what — Saint Duiistan never conqilains a 
quiet master he is, and a jM'aceful, as cvei was 
made of wood. -Hut to be a y<‘onian in at tendance 
oil my sovereign Ihe king the lionoui is gicat, 
doubtless — yot, if^I w’cie but to step aside to 
comfort a widow in one corner, or to kill a deer 


in anothef^ it would be, “ Where is the dog 
priest ? ’’ says one. “ Who has seen the accui*scu 
Tuck?” says another. “The uiifiocke<l villain 
de.stroys more venison than hall the eountiy 
besides,” says one keeper. “And is hunting 
after every shy doe in the eountiy!” qiudh a 
second, — 111 tine, good my liege, I ])rny you to 
leave mo as you found me ; or, if in aught you 
desire to extend your benevolence to me, that I 
may be consideied as the poor Oleik of Saint 
Dunstan’s cell in Copinauhurst, to whom any 
small donation will bo mo.st tbankfully ai'cept- 
able.’ 


‘ I understand thee,’ .said llie king, ‘and the 
Holy Clerk shall have a giant of vert and venison 
ill my woods of Waniclitfe. Jlllaik, hoivever, 1 
will but assign thoe three bucks (*veiy se.i.son ; but 
if that do not jnovc an apology foi thy slaying 
thirty, I am no Christian knight nor tnio king.’ 

‘Your Grace may be well *jsured,’ said tlie 
friar, ‘ that with the grace of Saint Diinstaii, I 
shall find the way of multiplying your most 
bounteous gift.* 

*I nothing doubt it, good brother,* said the 
king; *and as venison is but diy food, our 
cellarer shall have oiders to deliver to thee a butt 
of sack, a runlet of Malvoisic, and three liog&headH 
of ale of the first strike, yearly.— If that will not 
quench thy thirst, thou must come to couit, and 
become acquainted with my butler.* 

* But ffcr Saint Dunstan ? * — said the friar. 

' A cope, a stole, and an altar-cloth shalt thou 
also have,* continued the king, crossing himself. 

' — < But we may not tuim our game into earnest, 
lest Ood punish us for thinking more on our 
follies than on his honour and worship.* 

* I will answer for my patron/ said the priest 

loyously* * 


‘Answer for thyself, (Har/ said KingRiohard, 
something slemly ; but immediately streh^hing 
out his hand to tne hermit, the latter, Somewdiat 
abashed, bent his knee, and saluted it. ‘ Thou 
dost less honour to my extended palm. than 
to my clenched list,* said the monamh ; ‘thoti 
didst only kneel to the one, and to the other 
didst prostrate thyself.* 

But the friar, afraid pcvliaiis of again giving 
oflcnce by continuing tne conversation in too 
jocobo a style,- a la Iso step to be {lartioularly 
guarded against by those who converse with 
inouarcha, — bow'cd piofoundly, and fell into the 
icar. 

A! the same time, two additional personages 
apiH.‘arcd on the scene. 


CJIAPTRK XU, 

All hail to the <>f hiKh rlegtee, 

Who live nr)t moie hajipy, though gieatei than wet 
Onr pastime, to sic, 
l*^ndei e\ci> gictn tice, 

In all the gay wuodlauil, light wcicomr ye he. 

Maci>o.nai u. 


The new cMumrs wcic Wilficd of Tvaiihoe, on 
the I'lior of Botolph’s palfic}'^, and Gurfh, who 
atteuded him, on the Kiiiglit’s own w^ai-hoim 
The astonishment of I vnnlioc was beyond bounds, 
when he saw his mabter bps]>nnklp(l with blotid, 
and six or seven dead IxKlies lying aiound in 
the little glade in which the battle had taken 
place. Nor was he lesb surprised to see Kichard 
hui rounded by so many sylvan attemiants, the 
outlaws, as they seemed to he, of the Ibi’est, and 
a ])erilons retinue therefoie for a iirince. He 
hesit;ai«*d wheth<‘r to addiess the fong as the 
Black Knight eiiunt, or in what other manner to 
demean himself towards him, Bichai'd saw his 
emhavrassTnc'ut. 

‘Fear not, Wilfred,’ ho said, ‘to address 
Kicliard J'laiitn genet ns himself, since thou 
seost him in the company of tnio Kngliah hearts, 
although it may be they have been urged a few 
stci>s aside by warm English blood.’ 

‘»Sir Wilfred of Ivanboe,’ said the gallant out- 
law, stepping torw'aifl, ‘my assuiaiiccs can add 
nothing to thi:>sc of our sovereign ; yet, let ino 
.say som<»what ]»rou(lly, that of men wlio have 
suffereii much, he hath not finer subjects than 
those who now^ stand aimind him.’ 

‘I cannot doubt it, brave man,’ said Wilfred, 
‘since thfni art of flic number. But what mean 


these marks of death and danger ? these slain 
men, and the liloody armour of my piinee?* 
‘TiTason hath been with us, Ivanhoc,* Mid 


the king; ‘but, thanks to these brave man, 
treason hath met its meed. — But, now 1 liethlnk 
me, thou too art a traitor,’ said Richard, smil- 
ing; ‘a most disol irdieiit traitor ; for w^e hot 
our orders |>osilivc, that thou should^t 
thyself at Saint Botolph's until thy wound Wiii 
healed?* ‘ ^ 

‘It is healed,* said Ivanhoe; “It ia 
more conseimenee than the sorateh of k IMlM 
But why. 0 why, noble prinbe, 
vex the hearts of your fkithfhl Waim 
expose your life by lonely 



“fiL 




AdlltWtUfW, M if it were of no more valiu than 
of a mere kiiiglit-errant. who has uo iuterest 

sartli but what laucc and sword may procum 

htaV 

'Aud llit‘liaid Plantagonot,' said the king, 
*de8ii*es no more ianio than his good lance and 
SWoid niay ac(iuiro liiui — and Hichanl riania- 
genet is prouder of achieving an adventure, witli 
only liis good sword, and his good ami to speed, 
than if he led to battle a host of a hundred 
thousand armed men. ' 

‘But jrour king<loin, iny liege,’ said Ivaiihoe, 
'your kingdom is threatcnea with dissolution 
and civil war — ^yoiir subjects menaced witli every 
species of evil, if deprived of their sovei eign iii 
some of those dangers wliicli it is your daily 
jilcaeui’c to incur, and from which you have hut 
this moment narrowly escaped.’ 

‘IIo! ho* my kingdom aiiJ iny .subjects?* 
aiiswncd KieliaKl impatiently; ‘1 tell thee. 
Sir Wilfred, the best oi Ibeni arc most willing to 
repay my follies in kind— For examine, my veiy 
faithful servant, Wiliicd of Ivunhoe, will nut 
obey lay ]>ositivo oomman(l.s, and j'ct read.s Ins 
king a homily because lie does not walk exwtly 
by his advice. Which of us has most leason tf> 
upbraid the other ? — Yet iorgivo me, my faithful 
Wilfred. The time I have sjicnt, and am yet to 
sjieiid, in concealment, is, ns I explained to thee 
at Saint Botoljili’s, neces.saiy to give my friends 
and faithful nobles time to assemble thou forces, 

‘ that wbou llichanl's ictmii is announced, he 
should bo at the head of such a force as enemies 
shall tremble to face, and thus subdue the medi- 
tated treason, without even unsheathing a swoid. 
Estoteville and Hohuii will not be strong enough 
to move forward to Y^ork for twenty-four hours. 
1 must have news of Salisbury from the south ; 
and of Boaudiamp in AVaiwickshire ; and of 
Multon and Percy in the noith. The (Jliancelloi 
must make sure of lionclon. Too sudden an 
appearance would subji*ct me to daimors, othei 
than iny lancc and sword, though backed by the 
bow of bold Kobiti, or tlie quaitor-btalf of Fiiar 
Tuck, and the lioin of the sagi* Waniba, may be 
able to rescue me from.* 

Wilfred bowed in submission, well knowing 
how vain it was to eon tend with the wild spirit 
of chivalry which so often impelled his master 
upon dangers which he might easily have avoided, 
or rather, which it was unjiaixlouablc in him to 
liavo sought out Tlio young knight sighed, 
therefore, and held his peace ; while Bichaicl, 
rejoiced at having silencoa liis counsellor, though 
his heart acknowledged the justice of the charge 
he had brouglit against him, went on in conver- 
sation with Eobiii Hood.—* King of outlaws,* he 
said, ‘have you no lefreshment to offiT to your 
brother sovereign ? for these dead knaves have 
found rne both in exercise and appetite, ' 

‘In troth,’ replied the outlaw, ‘for I scorn to 
lie to youi (Jiace, oiir larder is chiefly supplied 
with'~-IIe stopjicd, and was somewhat em- 
baTrassed. 

Jw? \ said Richani 


honour with your presence one of Bohin Hood'i 
places of rendezvous, the Venison shall not be 
lacking ; and a stoupof ule, and it may bo a oup 
of reasonably good wine, to relish it wdtha!/ 

Tiio outlaw accordingly led ths way, followed 
by the buxom monarch, more happy, probably, 
in this cliance meeting with Room Hood and 
his foresters, than ho would have been in again 
assuming his royal state, and presiding over a 
splendid circle of peers and nobles. Novelty in 
society and adventure were the zosi of life to 
Richard Cicur-de-Lion, and it had its highest 
relisli when enhanced by dangers encountered 
and suiTnounied. In the lion-hearted king, bhe 
brilliant, but useless character of a kni^it of 
lomaucc w'os in a gicat measure realize and 
if'vived ; and the personal glSry whicli ho ac» 
mm oil by bis deeds of anus was far more 
(tear to his excited imagination than that which 
a corn so of policy and wisdom would have spread 
around his govcnimeiit. Accordingly, his reign 
w'as like the course of a brilliant and rapid meteor, 
w hicli shoots along the face of heaven, shedding 
around an uimccessaiy and ])ortentou8 light, 
which is instantly sw allowed up by universal 
daikucss; Ids feats of chivalry furnishing themes 
for Iwirds and nuiistrels, but affording none of 
those solid Ijenefits to his country on which his- 
toiy loves to pause, and hold up as an example 
to ] >obterity. But in his present comtiany Biehard 
showed to the gi'eatcst imaginable advantage. He 
was gay, good-humoured, and fond of manhood 
in every rank of life. '' 

Beneath a huge oak tree the sylvan repast was 
hastily pi epaied for the King of England, 8ur« 
rounded liy men, outlaws to his government, but 
who now fonned his coiiit and his guard. As the 
flagon wont louiid, the rough forobters soon lost 
tlieir awe for the presence of majesty. The song 
and the jest were exchanged— the stories of 
former deeds were told with advantage ; and at 
Length, and while boasting of their succosshll in- 
fraetioii of the laws, no one recollected they were 
^leaking in presence of their natural guardiah. 
The merry king, nothing heeding his dignity 
anymore than liis company, laughed, quaffed 
and jested among the jolly band. The natural 
and rough sense of Robin Hood led him to he 
desirous that the scene should be closed ere any- 
thing should occur fto disturb its harmony, the 
more c&i/ocially that he observed Ivanhoe’s brow 
clouded with ai xicty. ‘ We are honoured,' he 
s,iid to Ivanhoe apart, ‘by the presence of our 
gallant sovereign ; yet 1 would not that he dalRed 
witli time, which the bircumstances of his king- 
dom may render precious.* * " 

‘It is well and wisely spoken, brave ttobin 
Hood,’ said Wilfred apait : ‘and know, mote* 
over, that they uho jest with majesty, even in 
its gayest mood, arc but toying with the lion’ll 
wdielp, which, on slight provocation, uses both 
fangs and claws. ’ 

‘ You have touched the very oause o? my fear,' 
said the outlaw ; ‘ my men are rough bjr praotiod 
and nature, the king is hastj^ as mUx 
humoured ; nor know 1 how sobu eatiifii of 
may arise, or how warmly it majr he rtoeiVod-*» 
is ^me this revel wore broken ' 
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til 
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thy motions, and look muwrablo wW thou dost 
prtsmne to act for thy^df T 
'Such A one/ said nohin, 'is my liouteuant, 
Little John, ulio is oven now absent on an ox 
pcdition as fax as the boidera of Scotland , and I 
will own to }our M gosty Uiat 1 am sometimes 
displeased by the ii(cdom of his counsels^ but 
when I think twiu, 1 oannot bo long angry trith 
OIK who can li ix no motive f )i his anxiety jsUve 
/(al ioi his inastn s stivue 

‘Jlifu ait light g)>i jeonuTi,’ answered 
Richaid , ' and li 1 had Iv inhoc , on the one hand, 
to give giave idvut and uccniineiid it b> the 
sael gi ivity of liis l)iov\, and tlui on the other, 
to tii(k me int) what thou thinkist my own 
gotwl, I should liiv( as little tin ti((doniot mine 
ow 11 will a iny king in ( hi ist< n 1 nn or Ileathem 
iss( But coiiK sus l(t us 111(1 Illy on to Con- 
ingslniigh and think no moio < n t 

K )l in Iloo 1 1 UTul 1h ( 111 that lu had detached 
n puty in tin dincti n (t the loid they were to 
pass, v\ho would mi fill to dibtovci and apprize 
thuii ot any saut imbuscidi , iiid that he bad 
little doubt they would find tiu w lys s(cuie, oi 
it otlieiwiso, would naive sucli timely notice of 
the. daiigf i is w >ii1d e nablo tlicm to tall back on 
i stie ng tioo]> of 11 (bets, with winch ho himself 
piopeiscd to follow on the same loiifc 

The wise and attentive piceiiitions adopted 
foi his defy tdiched Hirhaids icclings, and 
ie moved any slight gnidgo whie li he might retain 
on 1 C count ot the deeeptiou the outlaw captain 
h id piae tiscd upon Int i Jle once mene extended 
his hand to Be bin lloexl, assuied him of Ins full 
pardon and futuie iivoiii, as well as his firm 
le solution to restiam the t^iainncal exercise of 
the forest lights and otlici oppicssive laws, by 
wliieli so ni iny I nglisb jeonie n weie driven into 
a state of I c hellion Bui Bicbirds good iiitcn 
lions tow lids the bold outlaw weie fnisiiated by 
the king s imtmie ly de itli , incl the Cliartoi of 
the 1 orest was extol ted tioin the uii willing hands 
of King John when ho succeeded to Ins heioic 
biotliei —As for the icst ot Robin Hood s caie cr, 
as well as the tik ot Ins tioichcious death, they 
aic to bo found in those black lettei gai lauds, once 
sold at the low and cisy late of one halfpenny, 
Now cheap!) purchased it their weight in gold 

The outliw s opinion pi oval tiuo , and the 
king, attended by Ivinhoe, (lurth aiiel Wamlia, 
irrned, without any iiitcrmjitioii wxthiu view 
of the castle of ( onnigsbiiigb, wink the sun was 
yet m the hoi iron 

There aie fe w more beautiliil or sinking scones 
in Fiiglaiid thin aie presented by Uio vicuuty 
of this ancient Saxon fortress The soft 
gentle i ivor Don sweeps through an amphitheatre 
in wliuh cultivation is iichly blcudeid with ) 
woodland and on a mount ascending hom ih^ 
river, well defended b} walls and ditches, itses 
this ancient edifiec which, as its Saxoh name 
implies, was, previous to the Conquea^a ^y^ 
lesidencei of tno kings of Lndand, Tba 
walls have probably been adde^by tV 
but the inner keep beais token of " ' 

anljh][ui^ It is situated on ' 
angjo of the inner court, 


have essayed to give him serves only to mduoe 
hhu to prolong it* 

‘Must 1 so soon risk the iiardon and favour of 
my sovereign ? said Robin Hood, pausing f^nr an 
instant , 'but, by Saint Chiistophcr, it shall be 
so X were undesoiving his grace did I not {Kril 
it for Ills good — Here, Seat block, g( t thee 1 1 
hind yonder thicket and wind iin a Koimaii 
blast on thy bugle, and without an in taiits 
delay, on penl of youi life ’ 

S(^thloek obeyed his (aptain, and in less tli in 
five minutes tlu levelltis vveio st allied Ig the 
gOuna ot his horn 

' It IS the bugle pf Mah oi-sin, said tbe Milk r, 
starting to his feet, and «iiziiig Lis Ixw Jlu 
fiiai dropped tin fUgon and gnsxxdliis (luaiUi 
gtaif Wamba sfbpjipd shoal in tlio midst ol i 
jest, and betook niiiiseli to swoid and ixiget 
All tbe otlieis stood to Ihtn wi ijions 
Men of ilieii jiraaiious couist ot life cliange 
readily fiom the banquet to tlic bitlk and t » 
Riehaid the oxeliaiigL bcdued but i sik((ssi ii ot 
pleasure IIo called foi his belinet end the most 
OUmbious paits of Ins aiinoiii, wli eh Ik had lail 
aside , and while (ruith was putting tin lu on, he 
laid his stuet in)unctioiis on vViliud, uncki pam 
ot his highest dispkasiue, not to (iigage in tlu 
skinmsh which ho supposed was appiouluiig 
‘Tliou hast fought toi me an bundled tunes, 
Wilfied — and I have stdi it Thou slialt this 
day look on, and b^e bow Rich aid will fight foi 
hia fiiend and liegeman 
In the ftoantimo Robin Hood bid sent off 
several of his tolloweis in ditkrcnt diifctions, as 
if to reconnoitre tlu dieiny, and when he saw 
the company effectually biokoii up lie appioaelu d 
Richard, who w IS now coraphtely aimed, and, 
kneeling down on one knee, (laved paidoii of his 
sovereign 

‘ For what, good } e oman ? said Richard some 
what impatiqptly ' Have we not ilri ady gi in ted 
thee a full pai dou for all ti aiisgi c ssions ? Tliiiikc st 
thou our word ib a ieithei, to bo blown baekwaid 
and forward between us ? Tliou canst not Lave 
had tmie to commit any now offence bmoo that 
time« ' 

*Ay, bull have, though,* answered the yeoman, 
*lf it be an offence to deceive my piiiiee for Ins 
own aelvantage The bugle you have lieaid wis 
none of Malvoisin s, but bloiwn 1 > my ducdion, 
to break off Uio banqiut, lest it trenched upon 
hours of dearer import than to bo thus dallied 
with/ 

He then rqse fiom hib kuee, folded Ins arms on 
his bosom, and m a mann^i idthci respectful than 
submissive, awaited the answer of the king— like 
one Viho « conscious ho may h ive given ofloneo, 
yet & confidert in the lectitudo oi his motive 
blood rushed m anger to the countenance of 
B^aM , but it was the first transient emotion, 
and hiB sense of justice instantly subdued it 
* ®ie King of Sherwood,’ he said, * grudges his 
VeniBon and Wwine flask to the King of England^ 
It IS well, bold Rohm t— but when you como to 
ass me m merty London I trust to be a less 
niggaid host Thou ait nght, however, good 
^Sow 'Ut tw therefor© to horse and away— 
Ims been impatient this hour Tell me, 
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or b/siix hup© pjftemal buttressefl which 

prtidoot fr6m tho circlo, and rise up egaiudt ilie 
Sides of the tower aa if to sti‘englheu or to su2)port 
it Those massive buttresses are solid when they 
arise from tho foundation, and a good way higher 
up ; but are hollowed out towards tho top, and 
tenniiiaie in a sort of turrets eoniniunieatiug with 
tho interior of the keep itself. Tlio distant ap- 
pearanoe of this liugo Imilding, with these singular 
ac*coni{)animeiits, is as iutes-esting to the lovt is f»i 
tho piotuTCsque as the interior ot tlie castle is to 
the eager anticiuary, whose imagination it can us 
back to tho days of the Tr(])tauliy. A barrow, 
in the vicinity of the castle, is j)oiiiterl out as tho 
tomb of the memorable Hengist ; and various 
monuments, of great antiquity ami eunosity, am 
shown in tho iieighboming clnuchyajd.* 

When Cwur-de- Lion and liisietmuo apjiroachwl 
this rude yet stately huildiug, it was not, as at 
present, surroundea by cTterual fortilieatioiiM. 
The Saxon architect had exhausted his ait in 
rendering the main kec]» dofciisihle, and theic 
was no other circumvallation than a rude hariici 
ot palisades. 

A huge black baiiiior, wln'ch floated ftoin tlie 
top of the tower, aiiiiouiiced that tlie obsequies of 
the late owner were still in tho act of being 
solemnized. It bore no emblem of the dece.iHed’h 
birth or quality, for ariuoiial bearings were tht‘n a 
novelty among the Norman chivalry themselves, 
and were totally unknown to the Saxons. But 
above the gate was another banner, on wliieh the 
figure of a white horse, rudely paiuto<l, indicatcil 
the nation and rank of the deceased, by tho 
well-known symbol of Ueugist and his Saxon 
warriors. 

All around the castle was a scene of busy com- 
motion ; for such funeral banquets were times of 
general and piofuso hospitality, which not only 
every one who could claim the most distant con- 
neetion with tho deceased, Imt all passongtis 
whatsoever, wore invited to partake. The wealth 
and consequence of the deceased Athclstano 
occasioned thus custom to be observed iu tlu 
fullest extent. 

Numerous parties, therefoie, weio seen ascond- 
iugauduesceiiding the hill on which the castle was 
situated ; and wJion the king and his attendants 
entered the open and ungiiaidtd gates of the ex- 
ternal haiTier, the space within piesented a scene 
not easily roconcilea with the cause ol the assem- 
blage. In one place cooks were toiling to ■>oa&t 
huge oxen and iat sheep ; lu another, hogsiieads 
of ale were set abroach, to he drained at the 
froedum of all comers. GrQU))s of every descriji 
tion were to bo seen devouring the food aud 
swallowing the liquor thus abandoned to their 
disorotioiL Tho naked Saxon serf was drowning 
the sens© of his half-year’s hunger and thirst in 
Ous day of gluttony and drunkenness— the more 
pampered burgess and guild-hrothor was eating 
his moTSbl with gust, or curiously criticising tbe 
quantity of the malt and the skill of tho brewer, 
wme few of tlm poorer Norman gentry might 
M seen, iHstinguishcd by their shaven chins 
yWii snort oloaks, aud not less so by theii' keeping 
and looking with great scorn on the 
iWsWinityf i^ven while condesceudiug to 
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avail themselves of the good bboor which wag so 
liberally supplied. 

hlendieants were of course assembled by the 
seoif‘, together with strolhng soldicra returned 
fiom Vale&tine (according to their own account, at 
least), pedUrs wore displaying their wares, ta*aVei* 
ling mcchaiiii's were inquiring after employment, 
ami wandeiiiig palmers, hedge-priests, Sagon 
niiiistiels, and Welsh hards, were muttering 
piayeis, and extracting mistuned dirges tiom 
then haips, ciowdb, aud rotes. t One sent forth 
the ]>iHiocs ol Atlielst.nie m a doleful paucgyiio ; 
another, in a Saxrm genealogical poem, rehearsed 
the uiK'Diith and h.irsh names of Ids noble an- 
( i sti y. tl cstf‘i s and j iigglers were not awanting, 
noi w.is ilie occasion ol the asHemhly suppos^ to 
leudci the exercise evf their profession indecorous 
or imj'K.pcv lu'iced, the ideas of the Saxons on 
the«c occasions were as natural aS they were rude. 
If hoiTow was thirst}^ there w’as drink — if hungry, 
there was food — if it sunk down upon and sad- 
dened tho heart, hcie were the means supplied of 
mirth, or at least of amusement. Nor did the 
assist.] nts scorn to avail themselves of those means 
of consolation, although, every now and tlien, as 
il suddenly recollecting tho cause which had 
brought them togethei, tho men groaned in 
unison, while the temales, of whom many were 
present, raised iij) their’ voices and shrieked for 
very woe. 

Hueh was the scene in the ^astlo-yaid at Con- 
ingshurgh when it was enteied by Biehai'd and 
his followers. The scnoselial or Rte;^rd deigned 
not to take notice of the groups of inferior guests 
who were perpetually entering and withdrawing, 
unless so fSir as was necessary to preserve order ; 
nevertheless ho was struck by the good mien ol 
the monarch and Ivanhoe, more especially as he 
imagined tho featuios of the latter were familiar 
to liiin. Besides, the approach of two knights, 
for such their dress bespoke theiq, was a rate 
cv<*nt at a Saxon solomuity, and could not but 
be regarded as a sort of honour to the deceased 
.and Ills family. And in his sable dress, and 
holding in his hand his W'liitc wand of oflice, this 
iinpoitant personage m.ide way through the mis- 
cellaneous assemhiage of guests, thus conduct- 
ing Kiehard and Ivanhoe to the entrance of 
the lower. Guith and Wamba speedily found 
aequaintanees in tlu* court-yard, nor presumed 
to iiitiude themselves any farther until their 
presence should be required. 


CHAPTER XLIL % 

I fuund them winding of Marpelto's corpse. 

And there was such a solemn melody, 

'Ihixi doleful songs, tears, and sad elegies,—- 
Such as old grandames, watching by tb© dead, 
Are wont to outwear the night with. 

Osn Play. 

• 


Tnis mode of entering the great tower of Cott« 
ingsburgh Castle is very peculiar; and parta^ 
of tho rude simplicity of tli© early ttobs m whioh 




^ aoceas to.a 

, . thibkii^ad of the main wall 
hp to the third storey 
^Trtjao two lower being dungeons 
ih'-nejthei: r^ive air nor light, 
•jfchioie in'the third storey, with 
to have communicatod by a 

T to the upper apartments in 

V^ti^hieh'ebnsist in aU of four storeys, is 
^jltait|B Jrhieh are carried up through the 

and complicated entrance, the 
^ ^pJiArd, followed by his faithful 
tigered into the round apartiricnt 
^'"'‘'^*“p|es the whole of the third storey from 
, 4^, ^Wilfred, by the difficulties of the 
ijhed "time to muffle his face in his 
been held expedient that ho 
ijftoi Jiteseht himself to his father until 
‘'^'7 shbUld give him the signal. 

w^i^ assembled in %ls apartment, 
^^?>largb oaken table, about a dozen of the 
^^tihguished representatives of the Saxon 
the adjacent counties. These were 
I ‘b^ at least elderly men ; for the younger 
.:i0, thb jgroat displeasure of the seniors, had, 
broken down many of the barriers 
^fwp&aied fof half-a-centuiy the Noman 
$i^^e vanquished Saxons. The down- 
l^rfpwful looks of these venerable men, 

. !p|^' 4 iid their mournful posture, formed 
&;^iOiitrast to the levity of the revellers 
outside of the castle. Their ^’cy locks 
g\full boards, together with their antique 
black mantles, suited well wuth 
lar^and rude apartment in which they 
Mt and gave the ^pearance of a band 
ait' Wlfelippers of Woden, recalled to life 
the decay of their national glory. 
*' ■ ’ (Atod in equal rank among his couiitry- 
et yOt, by common consent, to act as 
feb" ^embly. Upon the entrance of 
known to him as the valorous 
fetterlock) he arose gi-avely, and 
|\w|^oome by the ordinary saluation, 
at the s^o time a goblet to 
^^^iking, nU stranger to the customs 
subjects, returqpd the greeting 
’^iate words, JOrlnc hael, and jmr- 
ivliich was. handed to him by tlie 

s father in silence, supplying the 
p^'molination of his head, lest 
|ibaye been recognised. 
‘ft|if|Oductory ceremony, was per- 
^ ^ and, extending uis hand to 
him into a small and very 
" is excavated as it were out 
L btittresses. ' As there was 
marrow loop-hole, the 


SlSatest' 

jsorvice a/splejidid 
convent of Saint Edmundu by t_„, 
deceased ; and, that it might bc 1 
the whole brethren, saving the',’ 
had transferred themselves to ’ . 
where, while six of their numher.wete c _ 
on guard in the perfoimance of divine l_. 
the bier of Athelstane, the others failed ] 
take their share of the refi'cslmienls and a 
ments which went on at the castle. In ‘ 
taining tliis pious watch and ward, the 
monks were particularly careful not to intempf! 
tlieir hymns for an instant, lest Zemeb6bk,:tA^; 
ancient Saxon A|>ollyon, should lay hiS clutcni^i' 
on the departed Athelstane. Nor were they J 
careful to prevent any unhallowed layman ^ 
touching the pall, which, having been th^t^ 
at the funeral of Saint Edmund, was Uabte 
be doscoratod if handled by the profane* If, 
truth, these atteutions could bo of any use to tfoV 
deceiised, he had some right to ex})ect th’eiA at i 
the hands of the brethren of Saint Kdmpnd'e, , 
since, besides a hundred mancuscs of gold 
down as the soul-ransom, the mother of^ Aui0|^'^ 
stano liad announced her intention of 
that foundation with the l)etter part of thaia 
of the deceased, in order to maintain 
prayers for his soul, and that of her dep‘^ 
husband. . < * , ? , 

Richard and Wilfred followed the SAxott Oedj^l^tj 
into the apartment of death, wdiero; thS|i^! 
giiide pointed with solemn air to th^ unti^jljy 
bier of Athelstane, they followed his examp^b^i]^^ 
devoutly crossing themselves and mutter|p^' 
brief prayer for the weal of the departed ^ . 

Tliis act of pious charity i)erlbi’med,* 
again motioned them to follow him, gliding ;pVer,.frli 
the stone floor with a noiseless tread ; 
ascending a few stej)s, opened with great 
the door of a sniall oratory, which adjoined tP- ' 
the chaj>el. It was about eight feet aquaj^^ 
hollowed, like the chapel itself, out of tlie 


ness of the w'all ; and the loop-hole, 
enlightened it, being to the west, and widen 
considerably as it slo])ed inward, a beam.^of i 
setting sun found its way into its dark'V""^ 
and showed a female of a dignified mija 
whose countenance retained the marked P , 
of majestic beauty. Her long mourningi '1| 
and her flowing wimple of black oyp 
hanced the wdiiteness of her skin and ^ 
of her light-coloured and flowing trease^.l 
time had neither tliiimed nor mingleckwifh^ 
ITer countenance expressiid the deepest: 
that is consistent with resignationV' J 
stone table before her stood a crucifig^^^m 
beside which waa laid a missal^ hay^“ ^ 
richly illuminated, and its hoards ^ 
clasps of gold and bosses of the ^ 
metal. 

, ‘ Noble Edith,’ said Cedric,. kftoiO 
a moment silent, as.if jto. glvS 
fred to 

mMir 





^ , . 

my tie 

j it be the will ef See^ tharb it 
00 QUBiMuyod lu yem X theiiki tooi lue 
r, and th'it of bw ootopanion, wluob bath 
, ^ b them hither to behold the widow oi 
the mother of Athelstano, in hti deep 
iour ot eorroiy and lamentation To youi caic^ 
land kmaman, 1 entrust them, satibfied that tiny 
will want no hqepitality which these sad walls 
can yet affbid ’ 

The gweste bowed deeply to tin niommii^ 
paienty and withdiew \Mlh then hospitibie 
gu^e 

AhOmcr winding stair concluctod thorn to an 
aparttnent of the same si/o with that which they 
had enteicd, ociupyiug indeed the stjiey 
namediately above biuiii this loum, eie yet 
the door was opened, pio( ceded a low and mel in 
eholy strain of vocal music AV hcii they e ntei cd, 
they found themselves in the ])iebcii(e of iboiil 
twenty matrons and maid< us ot distiii-,uiHhed 
daxon lineage bom miidnis lloMnia louling 
the oliou^ laised a hymn tot the soil tf tin 
deceased) of nliieh we hue only been ible t> 
jleapher two oi tJnee stan/os — 

Dust unio dust 
To this all must , 

The tenant hath resign d 
Ihe faded foim 
lo wa'^te and uorm — 

Corruption claims her kind 

Ihrough paths unknown 
Ihy soul hath fliwn 
Ic eek the realms of woe, 

Where fiery pain 
Shall purple the stain 
Of actions done bel >w 

In that s id 1 1 lee 
By Mary s p r ice 
Brief ma> th> dwelliia !-<• 

Till i-r ytis aid dir 
And hol> r 1 1 s 
ShiU set the c ptne lice 

While tjns du^( wis sung iii a low lud 
ipelanoholy tom, bv the 1 null ehoiistns tli 
<fther8 weie dividtcl into two binds, of win b 
one was engagid in lx decking, with such cm 
bioideiy aa tlieii skill and taste could comiiass, 
a large silken pall, dt tiiud to cotoi the bui of 
Athmsiane, whiJt the ollieis busied thdiisches 
m seleotang, fi om biskels ( 1 lloweis plaerd bcfoit 
l^em, gailands, whi h they intciidtd foi the 
same mouinfiil puipose llic bduvioui c/ the 
maidens was deeoious, if not maikod with deej> 
aHUcUon , but now and then a whisp i oi a 
mule eddied foiih the rcluike of the bcvcui 
malTTons, and heie and tlioio might be seen a 
dfmsel more mteiestcd in endca^ ouiing to hud 
out how lui mouining lobc became licr, tlian m 
the dismal ceremony foi whuh they wore pie 
Kuther wis this proptnbty (d we 
Jtmsj- needs couft s tbo tnilli) at all dimimshtd 
by the apm^ance oi two strange knipdits, which 
beo^dOhed some locking up pooping, and w hLsper 

t ) b vain, paid j 
im to her dcluoiet with a giaoofbl i 

! JSSO'. demcanom was souous, but not ! 

ud It may be doubted whether i 
lyanh'^) and of the unccitainty 
not elauip as gicat a shaie m 



toi «# mUH i 

was not remiil^kahlly (deiiii^l^tigiited on im 

sions) the souOMT of hm seemed 
deeper than any of the o^r paldefiie/ 1 
deemed it piopei to whispei the 

She was tlio afhanoed bade Oi 
Athel tuic - It miy be doubted Hrhethm tht 
coinmunu ition went a far wajf tO if)Lei||lAua 
Willicdb disposition to syhipathme tft 

mounicis of ronmgsbuigh i 

Having thus ionnill} introduced the guw 
t ) the difleieut chain be is m which the oblfle^Oid 
of A the Is In no were colebiated under diteren 
1)1 ms, Cedin conducted them into a fUnal 
loom, destine 1 as he infoimcd them for th 
cvcliibive accommodation ot hououiable gi|ii$ahd 
wliubo iiioic blight yonuection With the deoea$e< 
might leiil " them unwilling to j(nu thx4 
wlic wcie immediately affected by tlie unhaW 
tveiil He assuicd them of eveiy acccnhUioda 
lion ind Wis about to withdiaW, wjhen thi 
Bhck kiii^bl icoklus hand 

ciavc to icriimd you, noble thane/ Ion 
aid that whin wo list ]mited, you promised 
In the 101V 1(0 1 had the loituue to rendei you 
to giant me a I ion 

It IS granted oie named, noble knight/ sau 
Godiic ‘yet at this sad moment'— r- 

‘Of that also slid the king) *1 have be 
thought mo — but my time is bnei^noiUioi dooi 
it bocm to me unlit that, when closing 
gia\e on the noble Alhelbtanl, we should 
thciciu u ltd 111 picjudicos and hasty apmiona.^ 

* Sir knight of the Fotteilock,*^ said OedidS 
colouiing, and niton upting the king m h)is t^tn 
I tiust youi boon regaids yourself and 
otbor, ioi in tbit which concoms the hon0W 
ol my hou c it i scarce fitting that 4 
should iniiigk 

‘Noi d > 1 wish to mingle, said tlie 
iiiillly 11 nl ss in s) fai as you wpl adlUlt Xfti 
to ha\o ui inlciesl As yet you have knctti); 
me but as the Bluk Knight of the Fetterlod^ 
Know nic now is Kuliaicl Plant igtnet * 

‘Kiclnid of Aniou ' exclaimed OedliC) 4 % 
ping iMckwnd with the utmost astomshipehK 
‘Ko, nolle Ccdiie Richard of 
whose deepest inUicst— whof,o deepest Wglh, J| 
to see lioi bons united with each otliei 
how now worthy thane ^ hast thou a)Lo kmlbi 
fox thy jnince i 

‘To Noi m in , blood,* said CedruQ) *it 
1101 cl bended 

‘Restive thine homage, tlieu/ said 
aich, ‘ until I shall prUve my right to 3 
ecjUJil protection of Normans and J 
‘Pnneo, answered Cedi 10, ‘It 
justice to thy biaveiy and thy worth-^| 

1 ignoiant of thy claim to ^he 
til) descent fiom Matilda, meee 
Atholmg, and daughtoi to Malbolm 0% i , 

But Matilda, though of the roya^ GwM 1 
was not the lieu to the ijkmnarefiy/ 

‘ I will noo dispute my latk ^ 
thane/ said Richatd calmly^ ^ 
thee look aioond thee^ aA4 M 1 
auothm to be put \ ^ 

- Aud 

tki 





aa Itf wiw 

ioni}* 

. ^ tiiehaki-ood * * wpUad the kiiig, 

^ i| 1)0x1^ ixi tlie irahk oonhdeuoe which one 
mva p»m may tepoee m anothet, Without a 


hrava noatt mav lo 

D*Td«^»- 

^Thou wel 


f ^"WTTiTITnvJ^ 




^ThoU eayojSt well, Sii King— foi ^ nig I oWn 

g wt, and wilt be, despite of my feeble 
tjoii dale not t ikc the onlj mode to 
it though thou liast placed the stioug 
Itton within my leuch ' 
now to my boon, said the king, ‘which 
IM not with one ]ot the kss conhdoiicc, tliat 
hast lehised to acknowledge my IovnIuI 
•tjV^ignty I loquiic of theo, as a man of 
Wf WOld, on pftiii of beiii^ held faithless man 
and nummufy^ to loigi\o and icceive to 
' paternal affection the good knight, Willie d 
of Ivanhoe In this leconeilution thou wilt 
{pi^ I hare an inteiest — the hai>iincss ot my 
fnend, and the quelling rt dibsciibiou among 
my huthtul peo])io 

^jind this 18 Wilfied ’ said Cediic, pointing 
to h» som 

‘Mir father 1 — my father* said Ivanhoe, 
prostrating hmis^lf at Cediics feet, ‘giant mo 
thy forgiveness * 

‘Thou hast it,** my son, said Cediic, raising 
hitn up ‘The son of Heiewaid knows inw to 
his woid, even when it h is been passed to 
jfl^ l^Oiman But mt me sec thee use tiio dioss 
hnd OootUtoie of thy Lnghbh anccbtiy— no shoit 
no gay bonnets, no fantabtio pi image in 
dooent nousohold He that weiild be the 
pan of Cediic must show himself of Knglibh 
v4llOWf3Jy — Thou ait iboiit to siicak, he added 


vAOoWfjUy — Thou ait iboiit to speak, he added 
iMMUly, ‘and I gness the Iojik llie Lidy 
Iko^namust lomphle two yeais momning as 
jtor a betrothed husliand — all oui Sa\on uKe^tois 
wpqld disoy^n ns weie we t ) tuat of a new union 
fpr hoi are the gine oi him she bh uid have 
wrodaed^him, so much the n o&t w 01 thy of liei 
^'hftxid by birth and ancestiy — is yet closed J lie 

S of Atholstaiie himself would burst his 
7 oerements, and stand before us to foibid 
UOhonour to his memory 
It SjSemod as if Otdru s woids had laised a 
|pS0^ , for soaieo had he uttoicd them cie the 
j&ew opon, and AtheKtiiio ai rayed m the 
garmontls of the giave, stood befrn tlicin inh, 

' KflUgMind} i^nd like something ansc n fioni thcch ad * 
olfl^ of this a]>paiition on the poisons 
t WtS utteily dj))ttilliiig Cediic staited 
fkr as the walrot the apsitment would 
against it as one un iblc to 
If, gai^ on the figine of his fiicnd 
soemod fixed, and a mouth which 
llloa])able of sliutting Ivanhoe 
imieatiug players in Saxon, 
Otf Mfowoan Fiench, as they occuired to 
while Eichaid alternately said^ 
y and, swore, Mart d(. 7 m vie f 

a homble noise was heard 
fing, ‘Secure the treacherous 
Down with tliem into the 
thm ^ 7 U the 


what seemed 
if tliou art mortal, 
say for what cause imoti doet rOVMtit 01 li V 
can do aught that can set thy spiTf^t at mpoe^ t 
laving 01 dead, noble Athelstsne^ sjpesk tO 
Ceiliic * 

‘1 will, baii the spec tie veiy composedtjf^i 
‘when I hi\e colkcted biiath, and When pJOlk 
give me tinn —Alive, saidst thou I ohfli h|{ 
much alivt as he can bo who has fed OH tw## 
and wafer foi thice days, which seem tShi^ 
ages '^(s, bioad and watei, fafhei Cedii^^ 
B3 heaven, and all saints in it, bettei food haw 
11 >i pitecd my wcasand foi finer livelong dayS| 
md ly Cods pio\ideiico it ib fhat I am no^ 
Jiue to tell if 

‘Why, noble Aihelstme, siid the BUKlIt 
Kmght ‘I mjsclf saw y m blnuk down by the 
fuKc ituiplni tow lids the end of the stoim ai^ 
Toiqnilslone, and is I thmight, and 'Wamba 
itpoited, youi skull was cloven tliiough tile 
teeth 

‘ You thouglif amiss Sii kiiight,* said Atlieb 
stinc, ‘ ind Wanibi In cl My teeth aio m good 

01 dn, and that my su])p(i bhall piesently find **r- 
No thanks to the Ttinplai, though, whose swordl 
tuimd in his hand, that the blade stiuck ifie 
flitlings, being avcitcd the handle of Die 
good inui with which I w aided the blow, had 
my steel cap hi 1 11 on, I had not valued it a rusbi 
and hid dealt him bueh n coiintei buff as would 
have sj»oilt Ins letu it But as it was, down 1 
w ent, stunned, mdet d, but un wounded Othem» 
of both sides, weie beaten down and slaui^teriiHd 
above me, so that 1 nevei leeoiered mysenset 
until I found mybdf in a (ofiin— (an open one, 
by g<x)d luck) placid betoio the altar of tMr 
clniieh of Saint Ldmimd s I snee/cd lepeatcdly 
— gioaiud- awikentd, and would have aiiseni 
when the sac 11st in and abbot, lull of t^ror, 
came limning at tbi noise, surprised, doub(lee% 
and no way pleased to find the man alive whose 
Ilf 11s they hid pioposcd themselves to be { 
asked toi wiiu— tJuy give mo some, but it mvst 
1 ) ive been highly medicated, for I slept yet taoHep 
deeply than beloif, and wakened not for 
houis 1 iouud my arms swathed dowxi«*-my 
fcft tied so fast tliof mine ankles aeho at the 
very remembiaiiee— the )>lace was utterly dwtltr^ 
the oulm^te, as I suppose, of their 
convent, and lioin the close, stifled damp emelb 
I con(oi\c it IS alse used foi a }>la(< of Oeuidtt^it 
I had strange thoughts of what had bement 
when the dooi of my dunj^on ci caked, 
villain monks enteied They would 
suaded m( I was 111 pur^tory, Wi 1 knew 
the pmsy, shoit bicathed voice of tbt 
Abbot — Saint Jeremy * bow different wPll 
tone with which he used to ask me for 
slice of the liaunoh *— the dog hae tmted DM 
me fiom Chiistmas lo Twelfth nighK’ 

‘Have patience, noble AfKel^^e," ei 44 
ta‘ ■ “ 
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f hod 

ed wore the fiitohes 6f bacott ahc. 
com out of which they 'rtrhe^dlod 
j and bondsmen, m excliange tot their 
-the nost of foul, ungrateiul vipers — 
' biead and dit( h watci to such a pation as 
I h Acf been ' 1 will smoko thorn out of their ue^t, 
though 1 be excommunicdtLd * ’ 

‘But, in the name of Oui Lady, noble Athtl 
stane,’ said Codne, giaspiiig tin hand of his 
friond, ‘how didst thou csiajx this imminent 
danger? — did their h( irts nkiit ^ 

‘Did then hearts nhnt ^ itlio d Athol stain 
Do rocks iiK It with the sun i 1 should ha\c 
been there still, had not some stir in the convent, 
which I find vas tlnii uioccssion hitluiwird to 
oat tny fmicial foist, uncii they Avell know how 
audwnero I hid been hiiiicd alivt, summoned 
the swaim out of then hiv 1 h aid them 
droning out then diithpsilms, little judging 
they Moio sung m KsjKct ten my soul ly those 
who weio thus limislung iii> b 1> flu 3 went 
however, and 1 waited long lot fool no wondii 
*^the gouty sun Ixii i as i m 11 too busy w ith his 
O'iin piovtiidei to mind mint At hnglh down 
he came, with an nnstihh sttp and a stioiig 
davoui of wm< and spues about Ins pcison 
Good ohoer had optutd his hciit, loi he loft nii 
0 , nook of pasty ind a flask of wiin instead of 
tny foiniei flic late di ink 111 1 was mvigoi 
atod , win n, to add to my good hu k the saciistiij, 
too totty to dibchaige his diitv of tiiriikcy fitlj 
locked the dooi beside the staple so that it fell 
ajar The light, the food the wine set my in 
veutioii to woi k riio st iplc 1 0 which my dianis 

woie fixed w is moio lustid than 1 01 the \ill lui 
abbot had supposed 1 \ eii non could not lein iiii 
without consuming m tlu damps of th it mfcin iJ 
diiugoon * 

‘Take bleach iiobh Atheist uu said Richaul 
♦and partake of soim idushmcnt, eie you juo 
ceed with a tih 0 die idlul 

‘Pal take quoth Atlulstiiu ‘I have bctii 
V pai taking five tiiius to d i\ and t a moisc I < f 
tliat savoiiiy li im weic mt iltoTtlui foieign to 
the inattor, and I jn ly you, liii sn, to do me 
reason in a cup of wnu 
The gmsts, though still agipc with astonish 
ment, pledged then usiisciiited liudloul who 
thus pioeceded 111 his stoiy Ilf had indeed now 
many laoie audilois than those to whom it w ts 
commenced, lor J dith liiviug gneii Kit 1111 
necessaiy oideis tor uiauging iiuttdb wuhin 
the casth, hul followed the deid ilivo up to Uu 
strangers apai tnu iit, ittended by as many ot the 
guebtb, mile and femile, as could sfpuf/e into 
the small loom, while others, ciov ding the btiii 
tast», taught up an ciioneous edition of the stoiy, 
and tian mittf d it still mou inaceuiatc ly to those 
beneath, who a^un sent ir lorlli to the vulgai 
vnihout, III a lushion totally iri g( oncil ihlc to 
tha leal fact AUn.lslu.ne howevei, wont on as 
follows with the hist siy of his esi iT>e — 

^ »]?mdmg nWsfli i,o(d r,om tW staple, I 
m mytell up St ai s as TS ell is a m in to uled 
IWWkUi, Mid emasutpd inth fastinsr, 
t J.aBd, aftfir much jn* pnifr ahout I wis at 

holdmg a devils moss ^itha 



like a tiiief than a .1 burst 

them, and the fashion of n^jiy'gnitVa etoc 
well as the clanking of my chains, luoia 

resemble an inhabitant pf the o&dr wofld ' ^ 
of this Both stood aghast , but When I 
down the saciist in with my fist, the othoi 
his ])ut eompaiiiou, fetchea a blow at 
huge qiiaitei staff ^ 

* Ihis must ht oui Fiiar Tuck, for a oOprst'k 
ransom, said Rich iid, looking at Ivanhoe. 

‘ He may be the devil, an he will,* Said Ath^l<^ 
btdiic ‘ 1 oitimatcly he missed the aim , and 0 a ' 
my ajquoaehing to giajiplo with liim, took to Ids 
hf els and rsn foi it 1 i iiled not to set my OWn 
hetlb at libel ty by, means of* the fottei -koy^ 
whieJi f attg -ini otheis at the sexton's belj $ 
iml ! had tlioughls of beitmg out the 
hiains witli the bunch of keys, but giatltuds 
the nook of pibty and tlie flask of wine Wliich the t' 
laseal h id iiiipaitcd to my captivity, oazns oW 
my he ut , so with i briec of lien ty kicks, Heft 
him oil the ilooi, pouched some baked meat and 
i hatlMin lot tie of wim witli which the twp 
\ enc 1 ihlc hi ( tin cii had hi c n regaling, w ent to the 
st iblo iiid loiiiid 111 i piivato btall my own best 
pilficy, wliieh, doubtless, had been Set apart tOt 
the holy 1 ithei Abbot s paitieular use Hithei I 
( amo wit h all tlie speed the boast could eomjiaas^ 
man and motliei s son flying hofoie me wherever I 
exme, t iking me foi i spec tic, t\ie more especiiUny 
as to picxent niy being lecogmsed, lodrew tbo 
c( Ipse hood o\ei my lue I had not gamed 
admittaiKi into my own c ibtlc, had 1 not been 
supposed to be the attend iiit of a juggler who ^ 
making the jieoph m the eastle yaid very tperiyi 
(Oiisidcnng tliey are assembled to celebrate tn 0 |fi 
loids fumiil — I sa^ the sewci thought X wOi ^ 
di ssod to hi 11 a pai t in the tiegi torn s mummoryV 
and so I got admission, and did but dischMib , 
mvsdf to my moUici, and eat a hasty morOG^ 
cie I came 111 i^ui st 1 1 you, my noble frlOhd * ’ 

‘Ami you liave found me, said Godiio, ‘ready ^ 
to icsumi oui biavi pi ojects of honoui and ll)^rlyp 
1 till thee iicvci will diwn a morrow eo altsp;;^ 

( LOUS os thr next, foi the delucraiice oi the nobli 
Sa\()u lace * J * 

‘ 1 ilk not to me of delivering any one/ Oald 
AtliilstaiK ‘it lb w^ll 1 am dehveted myaBiiJ 
I am m lu intent on jmiiishing that villain abhdt, ^ 
lit bhcll hang on tjje top of this castle of (^nin]S^ 
buigh, 111 Ins copi and btole , and if the ati^ W l 
too btiuit to admit his fat caicass, t wiu * 
him ( I me I up fiom with )ut * i 

‘ But, m} son, said Edith, ‘ consider hUj^Mi^d 
office ' 

‘Considci my three days' fast/ tepl^ed , 
staiic ‘ I w il 1 have then blood, every on^ Of 
I rout dc Bxut w is buiiit lUve Ibi a J ‘ 
for he kejit a good table for his 
]mt too much garlic in his last wh i 
But the se liypoei itieal, ungrateful alaV 
the self invited flatterers at injr bOOfdi 
me neither jiottage noi garho, tnObi Of 
die, by the soul of Xlenglst 1 * 

‘But the Pope, my 

Oedf lO’*'*'**^ *■ 1* « ^ 

'‘But tha 
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fnjfiUa j|o on tniaout tnem* . 

* Kof Athol^tanoi* said Oednc > 

* lorMMclii IfVtetcliai m ttie carssr of glory wluch 
It^ OpSn bsftro thoe, TelLtHis Norman pnnte, 
KielDlTa df Atgou, that, lion hoartcd as ho is, he 
shsl^L hot bold undisputed tho throne of Allied 

a wale descendant of tho holj Coufcssoi 
h#i to dispute It * 

^ *Ho'«V * * said Atholstano , * is this the nohle 
Kilfw Richard « ' 

^ *rt IS Richard Plantigcntt himself, said 
Oodno , ‘yet I need not lemiid tlicf lint 
ooiping hither a guest of nee will, lit m ly iioithci 
bo lu^mod noi detained prnonoi — thou well 
hhdlKre^t thy du^ to Inm is Ins host 

'4yi by my faith ’ sial Atlulstanc ‘and 
hiy duty as a suh|cet lx sides loi I heie tcndei 
hUn lily allegianet, hcait and hand 

*My son, said Ldith, think on thy io\al 

Think on tho freedom of England, <leg( ncritc 
pjrince 1 ’ said Cedne 

^Mothoi and Imnd,’ said Atlulstane * i tiiuo 
to your upbraidmgs hi ( ad and w atci an 1 i 
dungeon are mirvdlous nnitiiicis of andution 
and I rise from tho tomb awisci iiilii than 1 
descended into it Ono half of those i nn folins 
olrere pufled into my e n 1 \ th it ]h ifidums All < t 
I^Mfram, and you may now )ud^,e if he is i 
ApUn^elldi to bo tmsted Simt tlust jdotswtu 
<#et in agitation, Iluve liod lu thing Imt hurried 
jc^meys, indigestions, blows ami In nisi s, nn 
pfieonmonts and staiiition, hesidcs that tiny 
<An OUly etid m the miudti of sonic thousands 
^ ^niet folk I tell you, I will be king in my 
^wn domains, and now hoi e else and my fiist 
i|Ot of dominion shall 1 e to hang the ibhot 

* And ny wai d Row ena s iid C uli u ‘I ti ust 
ypU intend not to dcscit liei i 

‘ Father ^Qednc,* said Atheist im, ‘hi rca on 
ahli The Lady Row ena laies not foi me— slu 
,Wes tlie little hngei of niy kinsman AVilticds 
idote better than my whole peison llieie she 
mnds to a\ ouch it -Na^ , hhish not, kinsw onidii 
th^e IS no sliame in loving a lonitly hiii^lit 
l^^er iheu e counti y ii anklin and do not 1 lugh 
Ueiiher, Rowena, for giavi ilothcs and a thin 
iUdegU ere, God knows, no mattei of nienimtut 
an thou wilt mods laugh I will find 

S ee a better jest — Give mo thy h ind, oi latiui 
ii ft jjie, for I but ask it indhe way of fnuid 
--♦Sere, cousin Wilficd of Iviiihoe in th\ 
air I renounce and abjuie Hej ’ by Siiut 
jaU, our cousin Wlfied hath vinished • — 
my eyes e^c still da/7led with tho 
Ijg T have undergone, I saw him stand there 

iw looked round and iniiuiicd foi Ivin 
he had vanished It was at length dis 
it a Jew had been to seek him , and 
very hnof conloionec, lu had calhd 
and his aimoui, and had left tho 

t 

liU,^ said Atholstano to Rowena, 
that tbie sudden disapiiearanie 
by other than tho 
** myself rfisutpe*- 
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Rowena, vho Imw forma W extremely 

embairasstng, had tA&n tim nmi; opportunity to 
escape fioih the apaitment^ 

•Certainly, quoth Athetstane, ‘women are 
the least to bo trusted of all animals, monks and 
abbots o\( epted 1 am an inddel, if 1 expected 
not flunks fiom hei, and pel haps a klSs to boot 
— llusc LUIS d gi i\i clothcb h ivo surdy A spcU 
on them evtiy om flics from me — To you I tUrtt, 
noble King Ru h ii il w li h t lu v ows of alle^aiOC^} 
which, as i lic,,i siil jti f 

But King lucliud w is gonr ilso and no 
kiuw whitlui At liiigfh it was learned that 
he hwl haste mil to thi conit } nd summoned tO 
his prosincc the li w who h id sj okeii with Jvam 
ho and alti i n moment s s] 1 1 cli w ith him, had 
called V ehi me nt ly to hi i se t In ow n himself upoU 
i steed fompilli 1 tho liw lo mount another, 
and set oil il 1 1 itr win h aeioiding toWamha, 
icndeicd tlu old lew s nick not woilh a penny'a 

pinch ISO 

‘ Bj my h ilidome * s iid Atlielstane, ‘ it is 
ceitnin tint /oinchock hsih pos csseil himself 
of my casth m my ibsiiue J iitiirn in my 
giavi clotlus a ilidgc listened liom the very 
sipulthri and e\ ly ono I sjeak to v mishcs as 
SOI n IS they lu n mj \ ire But it skills not 
t liking of it C nru, mj fnends such of yott 
as lie left, — lolliw me to tin 1 anqiiot hall, lest 
any moio of ns disip] e ii— it is 1 liiiht, as yet 
tolciahly Imiiisliid, is bci mis tlu obsequies of 
an anciint Sivon ii bh , and should we tany 
any longii who knows 1 ut the devil may fly off 
with the suppci * 
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Pc brays sins so he-isj in his bosom, 

Il nt tl may Irtnk 1 is f iming cour-ser*" back, 
Aid thi w tie iider 1 cadloi in the lists, 

A utif) recri int 

Richard IJ 

Oik scene now lefiiins to the cxtenoi of tlio 
( islle, 01 Pioceptoiy of iciiiplostowe, about tbo 
boin when the bloody die was to be cast for the 
life or ih ith of Rcbecea It was a scene of bustle 
mil hie as it tlu whi ( vicinity had ])OUied ioith 
its inhabitants to a village w iko oi niral feaet* 
But tho c Diicst desiic to look on bloOd and deiftb 
lb not peculiai to those cl uk ages , though iu toe 
gladiatoiial exeiiibo of single combat and geu^tul 
touiney, they weie habituated to the dIo^W 
speetvclo of liavc men falling by each 
hands Fven in om own d ly*-, when morals 
better undf T stood, an execution a bruising - 
a not 01 V meeting of ladical relormers, aolV 
at consideiable hazard to themselves, U 
crowds of spectators, otheiwiso little int 
except to see liow matters are to be condUtii. 
or whether tho heioes of the day at^, in 
heroic language of insurgent tailors, 

‘ dunghills * 

* The resuscitation of Athefstane hss hMU k 
cised, as top vfpleut a brtaiph of M^pabtlit 
work of audi fimtaattc character.^ ih i 
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> Thi^ thoietorc, of a vfiy coiisidorablo 
IfiuK^tudo ^u>To bent on tlie gate ot the Pre 
^eptoi*y of Tuni^c-^towp, wiUi the piiiposo ot 
imuosnng fh( j)io(ession, v^hilo still gnatei 
©UiuIki Infl iIm uly sunoujidul the tilt >ni(l 
beloiip-in '■to (bit cslablisliJiiciit 'Ibi mi 1 suit 
\<vii (i>i'ij( (1 on i lucir of b I pound id)oiiiiii 
to tin rie<(ptoiy nlndilul b mi b vdbd ^ jMi 
(MMf lui the e\M(is< of ini'iLip ml (built ii 
fljxoK If o( f iipiHl llif bi(o\ (1 m it u (1 ml 

(UiilKilKP, \N IS ( iT(fu11\ ]>ili lb i i otind, ml 
fts the Templdi^. wiPni^h 111 it K]> ( it > iilt 
vifntssosof fliiii ‘•k 11 in h if ot In li w i 
Bjn][ilv sufiplii I with w^dl n i tl b n I f>i 
tlioii iisi 

On the piosMii oi inn i flu n n i>. m fi 1 
for fhe tiiaii 1 M istM it b id end sniunniil 

IM til stats oJ di'st 111 (ni id tin Pi mIms t I 
kni^l U of tilt Oidti Old tlust fl ul il tb 
aided stdndiid, i ilb I / li iii <fi*j mIii b 
wasiho ensi ni, i-i it ninn wisth bulb t 
the lVm]»l UM 

At till opi)> iLf did o^ Ibf li u is i pb tl 
faggots so ill Lip* I luiiiinl i file d < | i\ 
fivod iTj fh< gioniid, as io J« i\< i s]u t l<it tin 
‘vutini uboni iln\ \mi< (ii-^fiimi to (oiisiirno t** 
eiiti uilliin fin lilil (ii n in oubi 1> ^ 
cjuined to tin P ( ) ^ tin bttd VNlinh linn 
Kddy ioi tin |»m(K> I lb il tliudiillv ip 
pii itiis stood loiii 111 k li\( ^vll» i 1 Ml 
and Ahii Ul bitnns tin n o idfl inown in 
^ England, d}>i)ilbd tlu nmllitudi, wli >^i i 1 ( n 
thorn IS on dduoiis miplopd ibout tlnii own 
diabolicdl (Mioist's rin c n < ii stiiud in I 
©xcopfiiig now ind linn, uni i tlie IiiKtion >1 
0110 who sCMind tin 11 dm J, to slnft ui(li(}lb( 
tho itvd> till! 'Iln\ liokid in i on the mill 
titudo 111 int, tiny skiirI iiudisiiib of tb u 
puseiuf, ill) 1 <»t iv i>tbiip a\* tin di dnpi 
of then own hoiiilib dnt\ \nd wlnn in 
Speech with enU otlni, tiny «\pmdfl tinii 
blubbei lips, md slnw d tlnii wliib 1 iids, i 
if they giiiiiud at tho tlioipbt'. ot tin < xjnitid 
tiagedy, tho stutbd c niim ns coiibl siiimIv 
help Dolicving that tiny wtio ntiidlly tin 
familial sjniits witii wlioni tin wild) lud loiu 
mimed, and who, Ini linn lamg out stood 
ready to assist in Ini du idiiil jninuhnn nt 
They whis|>ni d to ( idiotlui and coiininiiinafcd 
all tho teats wiiidi Sttui hid pdloitind dun ig 
that busy diid niili u )l^ ]Miiod not hulmg, ot 
course, to gi\e tin di\ii utlni niou tlnn bis 
due 

Mlave you not lioiiJ 1 din i D* iiin I,’ ipiotb 
om booi to diiolliei dhnufd in yens, that 
tho devil lus (lined aw i\ l^odily the gu d 
iSaToi) tbdiie Atheist iia ot ( oningslmigb i 

‘Ay, but he biought liiiii Ivaek, though, In 
tht» hUsbing of t^od and Sunt l^unstan 

‘How's tbat^’ said a busk young fellow, 
dt(*ssul in i gufii oissock embioidcnd with 
gold, an i bsMip it bisb* eK a stout I id bt uiiig 
a luixp upon biH bid wbnli d tmvrd liis \cki 
tion* due II 1 1 lid ‘^1 n 1 ot no \ul/ii tank , 
for, bosidoh tin* siibmloin ms bionhied 
doublet, ho Won noun I hi na k i sihd ( ham 

1® » ^^*tli will, h ho 

hw harp On lus ugbt aim was a silver 
witifih, inpM ot bearing, as uuial, ib« 
• batiga of the ba^cn to whosi fittmiy 


he boloiigod, had barely the word SitEEWOoi) 
cngiaved upon it — *How toeati you by that^' 
said the gay minstrel, mingling m the convtisa- 
tion of tin juasants, ‘I caji«n' to seok one subieet 
foi niyihyiiie, and, by’i Lady, 1 weie glael to 
tind two ’ 

It s wdl avoiiditd,' said the eldei neasant, 
‘Ihit ittM Mlulstim of Pomiigbbinghlic’d l>eMi 
di I I nil wt, Ivs - 

lint is I i]H il (( Slid the nun ^tuj , ‘t saw 
Ini i m In iL tin pissnge of amis at Ashby dc- 
h '' lb 

I)( id inwivM, 111 w is, 01 else tianslatod,* 
snl tin \ m^^, 1 ]m ism‘ ‘toi I licaid dio 
11 nks (»1 Snnt I hinn d s singing lilt death’s 
liMini tl 1 him md nioieovei tlnie wnb o ueli 
d itb iin d mi d I* d tin (. fstli ot ( oningS-* 
Ini »!, i i w is nd lliitini had I gone, 
I t b)i M lb I I 111 lii'. wlio , 

V\ d id w IS Alin 1st nn ,’ '■'iid the edel man, 
sinking ills In 1 1 ‘ md tin niene pity it was, Jot 
Pi ( Id Sixon blood 

Init \uin stin, niv irnstois— y oui stoiy,* 
sii I ill, inmslul som w bat iinpitu nth 

ly (oiisti ( ns tin stoiy ,' said a bill ly 
fun wiicj stool lx sib iluni le iiiitig on i poU 
tint iviutitfd in ip)> inint b( twun a [iilgiiui^'^ 
t dl ml I (|Mul 1 till md piobaldy acted as 
itliei wli 11 o( isi tisMNid ‘1i oni stoiy, ^ said 
tin Milwiil (bill bmiii ‘ biini not daylight 
limit it w, inn bolt turn Io sjuie ' 

An j)k 1 st yoiii Kuitn c, said Denuet, *,i 
diunkMi pin I oiiin to visit the sdciistau at. 
Sunt lidniuini s 

‘It docs not i>I( is( niy icuuneo,' answered 
tin iliui I in 111 ‘tint tlnie >>lnm}d ])o siuh an 
nil ml is i d nnkni ]ni -t, n it tlnucvpie, that 
i 1 IV nun '‘Innild o spi ik bun He niaimoily, 
iny luoiid, ml (oii lud* tlie holy nun oidy 
wimped 111 iindit itimi, wUieli makes the head 
di//y mel loot unstcddy, us if tlie stomach were 
till il with n, w wiin 1 hive tclt it mywjlfP 

Will, linn answinel Itdhei Donnet, *a 
lioly inoilni (>ann to visit the '.xiistin at Saint 
Ed mil IK 1 s d soit ot Indge puibt is the Vlsjtoi, 
md kills liult the diM tint aio stolen lathe 
finest who loves the tinkling of a pint pot bettci 
tb in tin s leiiiig be 11, md de e ms a flitch of bacon 
WMth tin ot his bicviaiy, foi the lest, a good 
fellow, ind i nuny , i ho will llouush a qiiAltOi- 
stitl, cIj iw i bow, and el mu a Oheshue lotind, 
witli e ei 1 1 un 1 * yoikshiri ’ 

‘Tint h'-t put of thy sjicei h, Deiinefc,‘ said 
the nnnstjel, ‘ lias saved tlioc a iib oi twain/ 

‘ Tush, in in, I to n luAi not,’ said Dennet ; ' I 
am somewhjt old and stiff, Imt when I fotigibt 
toi the bell And idin at Doni^tei 

‘Hut th toiy- the stoiy, my fuend,’ again 
wid the ninutiel 

\Miv, the talo IS but this—Athelatatie of 
Coningsburgb w is buiied at Saint Bdmtiud'c/ 
‘That’s a he, rind a loud one/ said tfli« mar, 
‘foi I saw him home to lus own OiWitV^of <3on- 
mgsbuigli ’ V ^ 

‘Niy, llini, e’en tell the ^fofy vonrSclf> fnijf 
mast CDS,’ said Denuet, tmning solhv at 
re|jcdtcd contiadictions ; and il ^ iKmujid 
difficulty that the boor could be 
by tho inquest of his comtado md Ifee Wtoj 
to renew hte talc,— **1*11000 tiro 
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he at length, * since thin leveretid man uill needs 
have lUem sivh, liad lioniiUned dunking good 
ale and wiuo, and wliat not, iov the best mit ot 
a summer’s day, >\hon tlioy vveic aion**pa ]>> a 
deep groan, oud a uinkiiK* ol (Imius, and iho 
ligiiro of the dertasul AtlKlsIint ciitrud tlu 
apailmont, siting * Y( evil slifplidd ' 

‘ItisUlso, said the hiai hi tih hi iiivij 
spoke a v\oid * 

SSo ho, Ftui Tiiclv*’ Slid tin nmislul, (hav\ 
ing him apait iioin the lUsUi s, Svi hnc stiibd 

a new luiie, I hnd ’ 

*I tell ihet, AllaiJ a Dili ’ siid tin Ik null, 
*I tiivv Atlulstam ol i onin/ bin di is iimh is 
bodil) e^tsfMi siw a Inin niiti IIi li kI lus 
sliioud on, ind ill ih mt I ini mi < i tli 
sepulchre -A halt ol i k^vill no( \ i li it ml 
oUmy memoij 

answuid tin ipiusIkI, ‘thoudi^t 
hut lest w ith inc ’ 

‘Kevei heliMc me,’ siil tin li i * in 1 
fetched not 1 knoik at him wnli mv (jiiiit i 
staff that would hut idhd in i x mi it di i d 
thiough his ])ody as it nii^hl tli > i h i pillii ol 
smoke t ’ 

*By Saint Huhtil,’ ml tin nnustnl 1ml \t 
IS. a woiidious tilf, iiid ht to 1 h j iil m lutif 
to the am Kilt turn, Sonow ( nn to thi old 
friar.” * 

* Laugh if list ’ SI (1 1 mi Tink Imt in 
ye catch me singiiijt on siuli i th m miv tin 
next ghobt oi dc^I i in> im ol) With liini h ad 
longl No, no—I inst mil} loi md th ] i iposi 
of assisting it some ju,()or| wiik •'U h i (In 
hianing ot a vviti h, i jiidn iil i omini u tin hi i 
lUattei ol godly ‘‘iivin, nid ih i t ui n I 
heic.’ 

As tiny thus (oiivcisnl tin h i\v 1 1 ll of tin 
chutdi of Sunt Mull 1(1 of r< 111 } h limi, lumi 
aide building, siluiUd m a hnnUt it sonn dis 
tame horn the I’lufjitoiv, Inoli ‘•hoit ih u 
argumunt. One h> oik the sidleii onnds liU 
aucoobsively on tin cai, leiving hut suHnient 
space for each to du iv\ i} in dishnt idio tii 
tno eai was again iilhd hy u] < titnm ol tlu non 
knell. Tlnse somnls, tin sijtiiiloltlf ip}jio d 
ing ceremony, dulled with awi Ihe In i ts ol tin 
assembled multjtiuU , dnisi e 1 1 , w ( u now 1 1 1 in d 
to the Pieciptoiv, ( v} <diiig tin i} juoidi ol tin 
Oiand Masici, Uk dniiijiym iinliln rmninil 

At length the dnwlnidgi 1 J, tlu gitts 
Ojioned, and i knight, la uiiiKtln it st nnl iid 
ol the Oidoi, sallied fioin the ( isth ]H(U(hd 
by six ti limpets, and lollowed hv ihe Knight 4 
prOCeptors, two snd tiw, tlu (u ml M islei eoin 
ing last, mounted on i stitelv hoisi win si 
furniture was ol the sim|>h st kind Ih iiind him 
came Biiau de Boi (liiilhul iinml p f/t m 
bright aimotn, but w ilhout lu d m i hn Id m 1 
$W(>rd, which wore boine bv In two i ijuiu^ 
behma him. His fvec, though i»aitl\ huhhn hv 
a long plume which floated clow n li oni hi hunt 
oop, b#o a stioiig ind minghd f\] i ion of 
which piido seemed to (oiilcrid with 
Ihosoliujon, He looked glnslly }ul<, if In 
hftd not slept lor seveial nights, yet it mod his 
]^wiiag war-hoise with the habitual nsc nid 
l^ce proper to the best lance ol the Oid< i of the 
His genOial dppeaianoe was giand anti 
i|^m<W»cUng; out, looking at him with alien- 
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tion, men read that tn his doik features from 
vvhidi tiny willingly withdrew then eyes. 

On (itliLi bide lodo Comade oi Mont Fitcliet 
and Albiit do Malvotsxn, who acted as god- 
fillnis lo tlu diiiiipion. They weie in tneu 
ioIhm of ptKi, iho white diobs of the Older. 
IMiin I tin in tollownl olhei Companions of the 
1(ini>l , A ith 1 1 n^ (lain ol ts(|UireH and pages 
t * ul in bln k 1 ] II lilts t ) the lioiioui ol tieing 
out (In Kill Jits ot 1h( Oidei After these 
iKooh>1(s i nut i mini d wardiis on loot, in 
tlu siine s 111 mini t whose ]Mirtisans 

iiiijif la sf n the j ih 1(1111 of the acemed, 
inovin^A ith *1 si w 1 ul iijuh inivid Up towards 
iln s (in ol lui fill Sin was stii])]>od of oil 
liii oiinni Ills Its! j(idiiii(i lluii should be 
imon Him onn >1 tin e iiniih ts which Halau 
\\i upjHs (I lo l( 1<w moil his viotims, to 
(h I iiM tinin ol (Ik ])ow(i of innftsMun oven 
winn un h I Hn toitiiif A (oust white dress, 
ol tin s]Tn)hst Inin it id liin hihstituUd for 
h(i 0 niitil oMiLiiniils vd Hkk was stub an 
(Mpiisili niKtuH ot iouM^( nnl Ksignatioii m 
In 1 lo( k, thit (Mil 111 Hus gaih, and with no 
oHni oin inn lit Hiiii In 1 h n I 1 u k tiesses, eudi 
(}( AMpt tint look( 1 ii})( n Ini, and the most 
Inukiif 1 bigot ngjdlid tin 1 iti that had eon- 
Aiitnl KK it 111 0 goodiv into A A(ssd ol wxath, 
and 1 w ig(d si m ot tin di a il 

A (lOAul ol mhiioi ](isonig(H belonging to 
Hn lh((({)toi\ tolloAMil Hu Autiin, all moving 
wit 11 Hn ulmo'-l oidn, with aims folded, ana 
1 ok hint ujion Hn gioniid. 

I Ills lo»A })ioiis-,ioii moA((l u}! the gdiflo 
(iniinmr on Hn summit of wliidi was the IlH- 
Miid, uid, (iitiiing the lists, niaidied once 
iioiind Hnm lioin light to hit, iiidwlun they 
h ul eomphtid Hn oidi m uU i halt Thtic 
AVIS Hun imonnntnv 1 usHi whih the Giand 
A 1 isl( 1 ijid ill his itliiidnits, (xKptnig the 
diuii}»i(n ind hi godt itlu is, (lismoinitid fiom 
Hull In ISIS, will ll will mnnediitdy removed 
out of the ll ts ly the (sijiiiies, who wiie lU 
attiiidaini foi Hut }iii]}k)S( 

Tin iinloi fiinati Julx i id Avas roiidui ted lo the 
hlidv (hail }>lti((d in At the jiik. On hci first 
gliine it tin tuiihk spot wluic pitparatioUs 
AMK milviii,. loi 1 (k iHi ilikc dismaying to Ihe 
iiinid ind ] tiiiful to Hn hod\, she was oliaenod 
to shiiddu iiid shut hti (^(s, }n i>ing luleinally, 
d mblle foi In i lijis moAul, though no speech 
AVIs lu 11 I In Hn } lu of iminuti she opened 
lici (A IS lo<k(d h\(dl> (1 the pile as if to 
Jimiliui/i In I mind with the ob)e(t, and then 
mIoavI) iinl iiitii] ill} tinned away lu I head. 

M( inwliilo Hi( (ll ind Maslei had aesiimed 
hu s( it , iiidwlnii tliediiArili} of litH Order was ^ 

](li cd iioind ami lidinid Inui each in bis dwe 
link, i loud Atnl long fk iiisli of the tlumpotS 
niiioiiiiud that the louit was --eated Ibr ,judg^ 
irunt I^Ialvoisiu, thru, acting as godfktliei df 
the (h million, stipped foiwaid, and laid the 
gloAc ol tin lew css, Avliuh avas the pledge e( 
hittk at Hie fut of Hic Oiaml Mastei. 

‘ \ iloious loid, .ind levoiend fdthei,* $atd 
Mi(ie stainkth the good knight, Biian de 
(luilheit, iCnight Vietcptor of the Order df 
Temple, who, by accepting the pledge of baitJw 
which I now lav at your TOverejioe’e feet, baffi 
becortie bound to do bis devoir to thk 



‘4yJ V WltttMrt by 

JUbeoca, hath lu^tly deseived the doom 
MiBaed upon hoi in a ( haptoi of tlna most Holy 
''Orfii* ot tho 1< inplf of Zion, condemning her to 
m as a son cuss ,—hcic I siy, lu sUndrth, 
such bittU to do, knighily and hoiioui ihle, it 
such ho your noblt and sanctified pit isuK 
‘ Hitli ho made oith, su i Ihc tw iiul Misic i, 
* Ihflf Ills qiiiiiel IS ]ust and liononi ibli i iniiig 
foiiiaid tho crucifiiL ind the Jf ifiha 

*Sii, and most n\(uiid iitlii-i, an&iMul 
Malvoibin readily, Sur Indlici luio pcsdil 
hath alieadv si\oiii to the tiiitli ol In', ucusiti ii 
m the hand ot the >od kiiu^lit ( oin wh d 
MontFltohct, and otlnnMsc lu on^ht n< f to 
he swoin, seeing tlut ins advtisuy is an un 
helievei, and miy t ik( no e ith 
This explanation w is sitisl k tf)i\ to All cit s 
irreat loy , for the n h kni^ld liil fouseeii tin 
great difficulty tn iitlioi im| ossil ility of pH 
vaihng upon Ihuii do Hns (anil nt to 1 tkt sue h 
an oath hoiuio the a semhli, ind hid imuitid 
tins excuse to cseip Ihc in essity o( hi^ d( in^ 

Tho Oiand AI i-»tri lia\ ing ill m 1 tne apo^ 
of Albeit Hahoisni, loinmtnlod the luiild f ) 
stand foith and do Ins div ni Jhc tiuinpls 
then agun flouiished, and a lici Id stepping 
foru ard, pioc laiincd aloud ()\ < / i y i / oy/ 
— Here standeth the goil knight Su Biiin dt 
Bois Guilbut leady to do Yjltk iMth my 
knight ot lue blood ulio imiI sust im the tjuiiie I 
allowoel and allotted to tlu few css Ibbic i t> 
tiy byr champion iii lesput t UmIuI esbcim of 
liei own body , and to sin h e hainpini tlic icui 
end and xiloious (a ind Misti r lieio ]>i(sciit 
allows a fan fnld, an I e juil ] ititioii of sun 
and y\iud, and wh itive i else ai i»eitims to a fan 
combat’ llie tiumpits again oundi 1, md 
thtie was a de m 1 pause ol n any nunutes 

* Ko ch impiou appi ais 1 n tlic q pi 11 iiit sud 
the (aand Mastei (lO beiill in I ask Ini 

whothoi she exputs my oiu ti di bittle foi 
Jier in thib hei e nisi llu liual I unit to tilt 
(hair m ubieh Jtebiua n is seitid md Hois 
Qmlbcrt suddenly tniinng Ins Loises held 
towaid Uiat en 1 of tlu lists iii sj iti of Jnnts on 
eithei side fioni Milvoism and Mont titchet 
was hy the side of Kebei i a s eli in soon as the 
herald 

*ls this lOLulai md anoiding fo the I'’w of 
combat ? bud Mihoisin, looking to the laud 
Mastci 

'Albu* de Mihensin it ib ansueud He in 
manoir , ‘foim tins ippciltothc pidgiiicnt ed 
(toI, wo may not jnoliibit jiaities fioiii liuiiip, 
that cominu meat mil with latli otliei whieli niiy 
best tend to bi mg foith the tiuthof the quiiiel 
In tho meantime tlu liu ild sjiokt to llebece i 
in the'»e terms - Dnnsel, the Jlonoui able and 
WV^tond the Gran I Mistei deir tnels ot tlue, if 
th^U art prepiiol with i ehimpion to do bittle 
day in thy b null e i it thou dost \ield tlite 
^ w justly I oneh nine 1 to a <h served doom * * 
f»imd Mistei leilitd Rebecca, 

I nwinlain my innreon c md do not yield 
1 bifoine guilty c'f 
otood Siy to him that I ehsll/ngo 
mm dijby 94 hts fmms wdl permit, to sec 
importunity u Mn mans extiemity, 


wdii lame up A de^verei, , and wlien such 
uttcimos^paoB is passisd, may his holy will be 
done I * Tlie herala retim to car)ry tliil answoi 
to the Grand Master ^ 

*God ioibid, said Lucas Beaumanoiri ^that 
Tew 01 pagan should imijcaeh ns of injustice ’ 
Until tho shadows be castiiom thawest to tlio 
eislw lid, will we wait to see if a ohamjpioU shall 
ippc ir foi tins unfoitunate tvoinan. *When tbo 
(1 ix IS so fai passi d, let lici piepare for death/ 

Jlu luiild eoiininiineited the words ol the 
(jTi m I Mastei to Rcbccei, who bowed h^r head 
subinis ntlv, folded lui aims, and, looking np 
t >w 11 [> In ucn scenud to expect that aid Tiom 
ibm wlntli she (onld scarce piomise heisoU 
fiom mm Duiiiig tins awful ])ause, the yoicq 
ol Hois Gmlbcit I lo^t upon her eai -^it was but 
I w^ ]ri 'i I- u st titled hei moio than tho 
sin nnoiis ot the hci ild had ap^xaicd to dO 

Rcbccca, Slid the Fen pin, ' dost thoii hear 
mo i 

I ha\e no portion in thee, cuiel, haid heaiteA 
lum sud tlu unloiluiidtc maiden 

‘Ax, but dost thou inidcistand myxVoidsr 
said the Iciiij 1 ii loi the eound of my voice m 
fiightlul 111 mine own ms I seaice know oil 
what giound wi st iiid, oi toi what purpo*^ they 
hax c hi ought us hithc i J In listed space—that 
than these figt,ots I know then purpose, and 
yet it i])pesis ti me like something umeal— the 
Icuful pictuK of axisioii winch appals my sense 
with hide oils finfisKs, hut loiixmces not my 
uison i 

‘ My mind and senses keep touch and timo,* 
ansxvcied Rtbt i i ind tell me alike that these 
f iggot lie de st me 1 1 0 ( onsume my earthly body, 
and o]»en a painful but a In it i passage to a better 
x\oi Id * 

‘Diciius Rclioeea — dicams,’ answoiod tha 
Tcinplai , idh xisioiis i ejected by the wisdomc 
i 1 yoin own wisci Sadducecs Heai me, Rebecca,'* 
lu Sill pioifoding with imniatiou , * a better 
thmte lust iboufoi life and liboity than yonder 
1 n i\ t s and dutai d di cam ot Mount thee jiehuid 
me oil my steed- on /amoi, the gallant hoiso 
th it m If 1 failed Ins luhi I wen him in siugij* 
fight fiom tho fcoldan ol ri(bi/ond— mount, h 
Si) behind me— in one shoit houi is pursuit 4nd 
iiijuiiy fit behind a new world of pleasuro v, 
opens to thee - to me a new caiccr of fame, Let 
them speak the doom winch 1 despise, knd erekt 
the naim ei Hojs (lUilbert from their list (Q? 
monastic slues’ 1 will wash out with bloo4 
xvhitfvn blot thiy iiuy daro to cast on tey* 
suit lb eon I 

leniiUi Slid Rcbccca, *hcgonel-not in ' 
till'' list ixtiemif} eanst tliou ttioVe tne 
hill s l)i eadtli fiom my resting place^surroundea '' 
as I im 1 y toe s I hold the o as my UrdriSt 
most dcailly enemy— ax oid thee, in the na^e 6f 
God ’ ’ ^ 

Albert Malvoisin, alarmed and i^at 

tho diiiation ol then coufereiioe, noty ^Meed 
to inteirupt it 

* Hath the maiden acknowledged hdnmitr&t 
demanded of Bois Guilbert , * or is m jetil^ie 
Hi hu denial U _ 

‘ 8he IS Indeed said . / 

‘Then,’ said MalvUlSin, 
brothftG resume thy tdkie to mem 
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The shades chatiguis on the citicid of the dial 
—Come, bfavfi Bois (^uilbertH^ttie, thou Iiope 
of 6nlr holy Ordor, and $oon to bo its head ’ 

aboke m thi;^ soothing tone, he laid his 
hand on the knight's bndle, as li to lead him 
back to his station. 

* False Villain t ■what meanest tlion by tli} 
hand On my rem^' said bir Biian iiignly 
And, shaking oft his (ompamons gasp, he 
^ode back to the tippei end ol tlio lisl i 

‘There is yet spiut lu him, siid Milvoisjn 
apart to Mont Fitchot, ‘weie it ■well din ( led 
hnt, like the Gieek hie, it burns \vliite\ei ij» 
proaches it * 

^ The judges had been nov iwo hours in the 
lists, aivaiting in \'iiu the apiKaiaiice ol a 
champion. * ^ 

*And leason good ' sud Inn Tuck, 
she IS a Jewess and }(t, Ijy mine Oidti, it is 
hard that so young md lx lutitul i (uatuic 
should peiish without one blow being stimk lu 
hot behalf! ^Ve^e she hn times a witeb, pio 
Tided she were but the ki t bit of % ( hiibliaii 
my qiiaitei stafl* sliould img noon on tin steel 
cap of yonder tieiec Ttmjdai, ei< lu tinuu tlu 
matter off thus ’ 

It liiaS, howcvei, the gtheial ixluf tint no 
6ne don Id or would appeu loi a lewess, accused 
ot aorceiy , and the knights, insligited ly 
Malyoisin, whispered lo eidi rlhoi tint it was 
time to declaie the jdedgo ot kebeee i Joifeitcd 
Ai this .instant a Kiiiglit iiiging liis lioise to 
speedy appealed on the plain a h ineuig towaids 
the lists A hunelucl \oices <\clumed, ‘A 
^ihampion ! a ehanipion'* And eh spite tlu 
prepossessions and prejudices ot the multitude, 
they shouted uniiumoiisly is tlu knight re)d< 
into the tilt yard, 1 he second gl me e, Jiow evci , 
aejfved to destiov the hope that Ins timely 
arrival had excited His hoi so urged tor many 
miles to its ptmost speed, a])peaied to leel iioiii 
fatigue^ and the ndei Iiowcnoi undauntedly he 
^ pif^ented himselt in the lists, either fiom we ik 
^ weaimess, or both, seemed scaiie able to 
apnpQit himself HI the siddle 
Ttltbe summons of the he i aid who demanded 
rankf his name, and ])in pose, the sti ingei 
^nlght answered readily iiid boldly, ‘I am a 
good knight and iioblt, come In the i to sustain 
^th lance and swotd the jnot and lawful c^iuTie 1 
of thia damsel, Rebecca, daughter of Isaac of 
Yflirk, to uphold the doom pronounced against 
fear to be false! and truthless, and to dety Sii 
de Bois Guilbeit, as a tiaitoi muielcici, 
liar t as I will piov* 111 this field with iny 
f l^inst his, by the aid of God ot Oui 
V^^d of Monaeigneur Haiiit Geoigc, the 

^IpIiaaMWnger must first show,’ said Mahoism, 
^ that lie m good knight, and of honouiabk 
lineagCt Tho Temple sendeth not forth liei 
chatoftma against nameless men ’ 

Hathe/ said the knight, raising his 
better known, my lineage more 
than thine own. 1 am Wilfied 

^ Wth theo at present,’ said 

fte TeftiplH in a ejmnged and hollow voice. 

thjr healed, purvey thee a better 

|l^ ab4 ^ I hpld It ifprlh wy 


while to sooiirgo out of theo this boyish spirit of 

brai ade ’ 

‘Ifa, piond Ttmplari’ said Ivanhoe ; ‘bast 
thou foi gotten that twl^c didst thou fall before 
this lantf i Remembei the lists at Acre— remem*^ 
hci the passage ot iiins at Ashby — remember 
th^ pi Olid 1 Hint in the halls of Rotlierwood, 
and llie gi^r ol joui gold ehiiii against mv 
leliqum, that Ihou would t do battle with 
Willitd oi Ivanlux iiid i< coi e i tho honour thou 
haelst ] ist > by tliat nliquaiy, and the holy 
icli it ((iitiins 1 wdl ]U(diim thee, Templar, 
a towuel ill e\Piy couit in 1 mope in e\cry 
I’lereptoiy ol thine Oul i — mile s thou do 
bittle without tnitliei dtliy 
Ibis (^iiillxit tinned liis countenance ine- 
solulely t( w lids luleeta, and llieii exclaimed, 
looking hiuel} at Ivanhoe ‘ Deig of a Sixon * 
tikb thy lime, and picpiu lor the deith thoi 
hist di iwn iqx ii the e • 

‘Does the (iiand Mastei allow me tile com 
bat? sud l\anhoe 

‘limy not dcin what thou Inst challenged,' 
said the (*rand Mistei, ‘iiovidcd tho maiden 
accepts thee is her ilnni]i(n 1 1 1 would thou 
wcit m Ixttfi jelighi to elo lattlc An mimy 
of om Oidei Inst then evci lecen, }et would 1 
have thet hoiioui ibl^ met with 

‘ IJiiis thus 1 am iml not othciwise,' said 
Ivanhoe , ‘it is the imlgment of God— to his 
keeyung I eommend mvsdl Ivdxtca,’ said he, 
nding up to the litil dnii, ‘dost thou accept 
of me foi Ihy ehinquon f 

‘ 1 do she Slid * do,’ fluttciccl by an emo- 
turn wliidi the feu e)l eleath had been unable 
to piodiKC ‘I do ueeptthcoas the champion 
whom Tit i\tn hath sent me "S ft no — iio~ tby 
wounds aie line mod Meet not that proud man 
- wh-y shouldst thou peiisli also ?’ 

Rut I\ uihoe was alicady it his poet, and had 
tlosed his visoi and assume el his lance Boi^ 
(milliert did the same , anel his t'*({Uire lemaikoel, 
as he dasped liis msoi, that his tau, whidi liad, 
not w ithstaneliiig the vam iy e>t t motions by winch 
he li lel been agitated con tinue d dining the whole 
nioiiiing of ail nsliy pilencss, was now become 
sudekuly veiy mudi fJushtel 
The herald, thon, seeing each champion in 
Ins jelacc, ii])liftc(l his veuct, icj eating tliiice — 

* J aif(** 'tos (it i( n Sf /)/f Hit (htiali }& AltcrthO 
tlnrel tiy he withdievv to one side of the lists, 
and agaui ])rodnmeel tint none, on peril off 
instant death, should dare by wend, ciy, OT 
xciioii, to lutcifeie with oi distuib this fair field 
of combat The Grand Master, who held m his 
hind the gage ot bittle, Kebcccas glpve, now 
threw it n to the list**, and pionouueed the 
sign ilw Olds Laiss z al/ct ^ 

The ti limpets sounded, and the knights chaTg^i^ > 
cull othci in full taieci The weaned horse 
Ivanhoe, and its no less exhausted iider, WeUw*, 
down, as all had exjieeted, befoie the well aiified, 
lance ind vigorous steed of the Templar. Y* * 
issue of tlie combat all bad foreseen , but altho 
the spear of Ivanhoe did but, in companjW)%h^ 
touch the shield of Bois-Guilbert, that champion n 
to the astonishment of fill who beheldlttroeledi^ \ 
his saddle, lost his stirrups, and m thd 
I^^nhoe, extricating from his laUofi 

hoiW», wgs adon un ha^tdidi^g tb muud hU * 



twlmia wKtii hk bv^okI , l>ut lik antji^SAi^t aro$0 

<W)d the s^vord s point to Ins tin oat, rommatided 
hltn to yitJd Inin oi die on the spot Bois 
Ouilbei t ri t III IK d no i ns\i ( i 

Jiuii nol Sii Kuiglit/ cued tin (nuiid 
Afast i ni)sliii\ni nid nii hsohod — kill not 
lK»dy and »oul • W< illow linn vuntpiiolicd 
Ih dfsdinUd into tin lists uid coinmindi d 
till m to unlit Im tin uniqm iid (hnnpion TIi 
lyts W(Mt closed lilt diik i(d llusii w iH still 
on his blow As tht > h oktd ni Inin in nston sh 
ment, the tyes opt in d but tin ) utit ti\(d and 
glvcd Tho tlu h pis t 1 lioni Ins bioiv, and 
^ive way to lilt pillilliiu tt dt itli ITnst itln 1 
by tin hunt of bisfiitni> In liildnd iMttini 
to tin 110111101 ol Ins own t ontendiii^ pissioji 
‘This IS iinUttl tin jndcrnn nt ol ( o 1 sn HU 
U' in 1 M istci, 1 )okiJi»4 iipv nds J nU / o!in { 
tm f* 


CH\/lIh Mir 

Sf I n w lis ciiloJ like in III if s( \ 

Wii i 

\Vni\ tin iiist ni( inents ol siitpnst weit ovei 
Wilfttl of Ivaiihot (Unnnlul of tin tnuid 
Mirstei, IS ]ii(l/c ol tin In Id if In b id inanliill) 
and light bill} doin bis tint} in fin loinbit 
^Maiiiully an I ii^litlully inth it bttu tloin 
baul tho (iiind Mistti, M luoii innco th 
TUdiden (ifo and gmltbs J he iiuis ind tb 
body ol the douiscd kinglit ait at the will tl 
tlieiicto ’ 

*1 will not dt poll linn >f hib wi ifions, siil 
the Kniglit oi li mint in i tondt ini liistoi})St 
to slisine bo Intli longld I i f liiisb mloin 
(lOdb uin, no liuiiiin liiiid liilli tlnsdiy stunk 
him down Kiit lot bis < 1 setp ith 1 1 junate is 
becomes those of i man wln» dii 1 lu in nnpist 
quairtl And toi tin in u b n 

He w is iiildiuplt I b} i littujiii < f In 1 <*1 
feet, advaiit mg in su li mitnln is and so 1 1] i llv 
as to shako the ground beioit tJittn and tin 
J 31 a(I* Kmght giJlojMtl into the lists Ik w i 
followed In a nnnieioub I iiid ol inn at aiius, 
and SOI eial knights in e niiplt It ii inoui 

Uani tooliti In sant, looking iiound him 
‘I hxd doomtd Hris ((Uilbtit loi i line ovii pio 
peit} — Jvaiihot, wis thibwdl to i ik< on tint 
aueh a venture and thou scan t ible to keep thy 
Sid die ^ 

*Hta\en, my Jiego, answtitd Iiinhoc ‘liith 
taken this proud mm foj its \ittna lie was 
not to be hoiioiiied in <l}iiig as }t>ui will liad 
dfsigmd ’ 

‘Pe*aie bt with limi sini ttuluid looking 
bteatlfasth on tin toipse it it niii bt so In 
was a gilluil Kin/lit iiid liis died in Ins sttel 
harm vs 1ml km^^hth But we must waste no 
time — ■Ibibun d thine oflnc 

A killed it pyid 1 trwuid fitmi tin king’s 
*t«teudauts and I lymt, hi n in I n tin shoiildei 
OS Aiwrt dt AUhouni, said J aut t tine ol 


‘ Who Ahm to ahri$ft a Xnlght Of tho Tsmple 
of Zion withiif tho girth ot his own Pjeceptory, 
and in the piesohoe of the Graua ^ and 

by whose autlioiity is ihi|)bold outrage ofloiod T 
U make tho aiiest/ replied tho knight, *1, 
Htnn Bohun, hail ofKssex, Lord High Constable 
of 1 n^lind 

\nd In 11 lists Afalvoism/ said the king, 
in mg bis Msoi, ‘by the oidol of Bichaui 

I I lilt lilt Inii pu s ( 111 — Comade Mont- 
iildd it IS will ioi tine thou ait born no 
sill )ut < t imiu Bill lor theo, Malvoism, thou 
dust with lb\ iiotlui Philip, eie the world bo 
iwrd oldii 

1 will 1 SI t tby (loom,* said tho Grand 
M isl 1 

li 111 1 mjli^ lid tlie'kmg, ‘thou lanst 
n 1 ^ I in i In bold tho loyal staiidaid 
1 1 nglind fb it \ i tb\ toweis uibtead of thy 
iduph 1 u nn l>t wise, Bcaumaiioir, and 
nnki no loitk s ( p posit ion —Thy hand is m 
tin }] n s m >nth 

I will i])|( il t ) Riiiie igainst iliee,’ said the 
( i ind M Hti I i( I nsui ]> iiion on tho immunitus 

III 1 ])n\ilr g( s ( t >iu Oid( 1 

lx it I s id tin 1 iiig ‘but for thmo own 
sikt tj\ nn n >t witli usmjution now DissoJie 
th} ( hijilci an 1 difiiit with thy followeis to 
till iifvt Iir((ptoi\ (li thou ( inst bud one), 
wlinh Ills inf licii midi I hi stout of tioason 
i1 1( t Mispu R} i^jiiist tin King oi rngland — 
Ol if til 111 wilt itniim to s'inir our h^pitality* 
iiid 1) hold om )n tn ( • 

‘ 1 > bt i giusi in ibe house wheie I bhoiild 
(oninninl s ml tin Ittiqdii ‘ nevci ’ -^OhAp- 
! liiiis lai 0 tin |salni Qu m f/onuenntf 
\ — kmglits qniiis and lollowors of tho Holy 
Jtmpk pupiH to follow the bannci of Bea/U'- 
s nif f 

I he (uind Midci spoke with j dignity which 
tonli )iP( I (Mil tb it I f Liiglond king himself, 
ijid iii^inre 1 ( dh igt into his smpnsta and dist 
iimt I liilowds liny gdlhrud aiound him' 
Id ( 11 slid ]) iionnd tin w itch dog, when they 
lu 11 tin I lying ol tin wolf But they meed 
not tin tiimdjt} of tin stand flock- there woio 
d i] k bi ow s of d( il met , and Ir oks which menaced 
flu liobtility tin} d ir d nof to profltr m woidb, 
ihoy duw togitlni in a daik hue of spsais, 
fioin whuh tlie wU^k ( leaks of tho knights wcio 
VI ible inioiig tin dusky gaiments of tUoir re* 
taim IS like the lighter (oloiirf d edges of a sable 
cloud i he multitude who liad laised a claKUoi- 
ous shout of repiobation, paused and gased va 
siltiice c 11 the formidable and experienced 
to which they had un wanly bade deflanoe, and 
‘jjiimk bark tiom then front 

J h J ul of Essex, when he beheld thwn pauj^ 
in then assembled force, dashed the rowok into 
liii clnign s suits and galloped backwards and 


backwards and 


treaatm 

Orand Haatcr had hifcbuito stocMl os 
tonjahad at the appeaiani c of so many warriors 

1 u. i ^ 


forwards 1o iiia\ hrs followeis in oppCfSltion to 
a hand so formiudblo Buhard alone, as if ha 
loved the danger his presence had pyoioked, rode 
slowl} along the front of the TcmpljaWl^ calling 
aloud, What, wi s » Among so aniiiiy gaBant 
kiiightb, will none dare spliAtoi a With 
Bichaid Sirs Of the Temple ! yenur ladiefci are 
but sundmnied, if tlwy are not wfA wic sliiYsr 
of a broken lam c ^ ' 

^ The ^ircthren of the f0ipj>h/ ikMd the Grah4 


^ ncllttg ftrwma itn adyaiitie dUinr bc*(iy* (sonVdjiww mjoli lie W wovidod, tiauaported 
" * toJit not on 8i?< h idle ana profane qiiariel,--^ her safely to tlie ho48(^ df Nathan 
aiLa not with thto, Bichaid of EngUivt, shall a The Jewess, whoso fortunes had loimod tho 
Teuip^at cross lanoe^in my presence The Pope piiiuiiHil inteiest ol the day, having now lethed 
and plintob of Emopi shall judge om quin cl, uimh (ived, the attention ol the iKipuhwe was 
and whothei a Ohnstian jnimo Ins done wdl tfanshind to the Jiluk Knight They now 
HI buoklenug the eaust whuh thou lust todiy liil d 11 k lu \Mth ‘Long iii< to Itichaia with 
adojited. It husssuIkI, \\e(h])iitj i sulingu) tlu lions lli ni uid down with the usuipiug 
cue To thin( honom wc ul*i th» innoui nid J(uiphis 

household goods of tin Otdi> \ li h wi km Notwdlisl i Inig ill tlii> lip loyalty,* said 

behind us, and on lh\ (onsiun i \ < Ii\ tin • I^ mho 1 > tl ( lail ot 1 i\ it was well the 

aoaudal and ottontc thou hist this d »3 ,7iMuto lug took tli pH uiiou U hung Ihce with 
Chiistoudoin ' Inni nol k < i! md o niiiiy ot thy truMy 

With these woids md without w nting i f Ikwtis 
^idy, the t!i lud M ist( I flu i ii 1 d d( 11 k iil ml kis h ad 

pj.itiu( 'Dm II tiimipr Is s )ui < I iwildnni k i illmt I ml ( siid 1 sm \, ‘d<ht thou 
of an Oiiental thaia( L r wjjuhi mu 1 tin usi tl 1 u< w tin niisl i so luP md ^tf snsjfd him 
Signal Joi tlif rmipliis to nh n r ili(\ 1 tiking wist tjir mtini I w it (hawing 
changed tluii ainy tiom n Imr to i ((Iimin ot t w nds ^ nk li mii^ lutid that Pnn(( John 
maicu, and iiKucd oil isskwli i ih ii Iniv w is nnkm Ik i I tWii wlun 1 nut King 

could 8 tej), os if to show it w is ( nl\ tlu wiM ol Itnhaid Id c i In < I ni It iii ut, galloping 

then (trand MiHtci, and no k II ( i tlu tip] o in ^ liilui it adim m his cwii |(i on this lul 

and snjierior foi(< wlmh (omjtll d llujii \) mi Inn (f tlu Jtiijln md tlu hwtss, with 

witlidiiw 1 IS ovn sin,.1( 'iiin ] t <(ni[ mud linn w tli 

By the sjilindoui of Oni T atlv shuw ’ siil iu\ I iiul alnu 1 nnupt In Miistnf ’ 

King Ri( hanl, ‘it is jiP’^ oi tlir ii Inc lint th sf Aid wlal » u fi in \(ik 1 1 iv(j eail T 

Ttmphisau not so tiustv is tiny lu di tiplim 1 snllimlioi will tli itltlslidt nstlicie^* 

andvdliint No mou tl an Iknnilns snow will hide 

The multitude lik( i tiimd ( iii wliuh w uts lul\ s im sud tin < ul ilio ik dispdsnig, 
to haik till tin ol){((toi itHtkilhngt InstniKd an 1 who lioiil I ((Tik [(sriiig to bntif; tib the 
his hack, idisid a Inhlf shout is tlu iciiil tin luws 1 ut ) I n hinist it 

squadron loll thf*gioniid llu ti utoi » 11 1 iiiur to lul inst h ut tiuitoi /' 

Duiiiigethe tumult whuh aMtiuhd the i(tn it sml 1\ mlu < did ik t Jtuli iid oiiki him into 
of the Tfin] dais, Biluc i saw and lu iid nothing (onhiKmint 

— she was lo(ktd 111 tin uin ot 1 m i igulfithn, Oh, lu Kcnicd him’ aiiswoid the eail, 
giddy, and almost niscliss, witli the npid is if they hid hk t iftn i luiitmg j nify , and, 
change of ciuiim times ni mnd Iki Hut om pomtingt me md < ui uk ii d inns sml, lliou 
word fiom Isaac at icn tli lec illtd lui s( ittiied stfst hidliii I 1 i\c souk mgi\ nun with me 
feelings tlioi^ writ list go tr» oui molhei, ciiiy hei 

‘Let UB go,' lie Slid, ‘mydoii danghtei me my dutnuis allnlioii md ahid( with lid until 
recovered tieasnu let ns go to tliiow oius( Im tm ii s minds m ]»a< if cd 

at the foot of tlu good youth ‘ \iid this w is ill lu sauP’ mqinied hanhoe 

‘Not so,* said Kibi(ca, ‘0 uo no no T ‘Would not any om ly that tins pinici iiivitis 

must not at this moment ihn to s^k xk to Inin nnn to ii( is< n hy 1 si k numy 

-t^Alas ’ 1 should siy nioi< tli in Ko iny In t r< plud Mr ( nl is the nun may be 
father, let us nistmth k i\r this tvil plu( sud to inviti death, who nndfital (S to fight d 

* Blit, my daugliicj sud Ism ‘to loaie him (oinhif hiving a d iiig< loiis wound unlicaled ’ 
who hath come toilh hk( i stiong mm with lus 1 loit,iM thci the j(sl loid toil,’ said 
spea-r and shuld, hoklin^ Ins Ilk is nothing s Iv mliot hit, Kmfihd, 1 lia/iuhd but uiy 

Ire might ledeem thy ( iptiwty ii d thou, too tlu own lik L’ldnid tliewdlin of Ins kingdom.’ 

dailghterof a pecqik stiangi unto him ami Ins JIm r it pin d I st \ who me sjiecully 

tliw IS service to ho tliankfullj^ at know kdgtd i utkss i tlitii own wtlfnt, sk seldom re 

‘ItlS — itis — most thanklully mostdevoutly miilnlly dteiitiM to that of othe s — But let 

acknowledged,* said Hebecta ‘it shill he still us Insp to the t islk, fti Hiclnrd moditatew 
tnore so-^uf not iioW — foi tin sikt ot tky iminslnng '.omt tl the siihoidinatc irumhcrs of 
beloved Rachel, fathei, giint my it lucht- not Hit tonspiKi, though Ik Ins paidoned thqir 
liOW* puncipil 

*Nay, but,’ said Isaac, insisting, ‘they will Tmin the oidit iidnit stigationswhich foUoWod 
4eetn US moie thankless than meie dogs « on this ocr ision iml whitli aic given at lengtih 

‘But thou speet, my deii fatlici, that King in tlio AVaidom JM iniisciipt, it appears tW 

Elohard IS m Pieseuce, and that ’ MauiKC dt Hi my esciped heyond seas, and 

‘Tiue, my best— my wisest Btht eta ’ Let ns went into the soivito of Philip ol France; 
henoe-det us henee ’ -Monoy ho will lick, foi wliilo I’hilip dc Milvoisin and his brother 
be has just letumcd fioni Palestine, and, as Allnit, the Piecepltn ol Templeptowft, iifete 
tlioy say, ftoiD prison— and pieiext foi exit evKUted, althougU Waldomai Pit/ime, theaoul 
tog it, wiould he need any, may use out of my of the (onsjrimty, cfeoai»etl with banishmetsit^ 
Mmple with Ins biothoi John. Away, and Pi uioc John, foi whose behoof li was utidiev* 
away, let ns hence t ’ taken, was not oven oensmsd by his gbod* 

And, ttUpryinm hfs dntighter in his turn, he natured brother. No one, however, pitied 

mt ifbie )iits, and, hy means of fate of the two Malyoisms, who only ehSM* 




the diMkthwliicli they had both well desotved, by 
ixmy falsehood, cuiolty, and oppression. 

fiieSy after tlio judieul combat, Ceduo the 
' Saxon was mimnioin d to the court of Richard, 
which, foi lli( pill pose of iiuietiiig the countws 
that hid lif'tn distinbed by the ambition of las 
brothej, n is tlan Ik Id »t \oik CcdiK tiishcd 
and psluwod moie thin once at the messigi 
hut he lefnsod not obedunct lu fitt, tlu 
retiiin of Rub iicl hid qiiciidifd eviiy hoim th^t 
he hid enteitiiiKil of ustoiin^ a Si\ou (l^nisty 
111 England, for, ■wlnfMci head the Sivoiis 
might have made in the of a uvil wii 

it was plain Ihit uolhinT (oiill bo done inidti 
the undispubd donanion of Ri liiirh ])opid n 
as he wis by las ]>fr-^ouil go >d (piiliii s ind 
militiiy lime, altb mgh liis a Imimsti ition w is 
wilfully ciitUsh, now lio mhilgcnt, and noM 
allied to despotism 

Hut, moifoiei, it could not oscijw (\cn 
Oedno*s ie‘lu<lint obsoi\ liion tbal las piomt 
for au absolute union nnong du Si\oiis 1)^ llio 
marriage of Kowcni aid Atlulstiiit w is now 
completely it an end b^ tlic mutual dis nit ot 
both parfns conccimd Jhis w is iiid(« 1, ai 
event which, in Ins iidoiu foi flu Sixon taiisc 
he could not hive niific ijiiitd , ml <\<n%\hoii 
the disLtuhn ilion of both w is bioidl) and 
plainly mimic sted he c mil sc iieo bung lam 
self to behove tint two Sivons ot io\ il clesetiit 
should scruple, on ]Misonal giouncis, at an 
alhaneo so imctsmiy foi the public weal of the 
nation Hut it v\ is nit tlm lc*ss ctifiin 
Roweua hael alwi\s c\picsscd lici icjiugnmco 
to Atholstaiic, ind now Atbelstanc was no less 
plain and positive in piocliiming las lesolution 
nevei to pursue bis iddu'.scs to tlie Lidy 
Rowena llvtii the nituril obstinacy of Oediie 
sunk boiKitli those obstielcs, vhno lie, icmiiii 
ing on the point ol )uiKiKii, had the tusk ot 
diaggmg i idiuiint put up to it ouc with 
eaeh hand He nude, li iwcvti, a last vigoious 
attack on Atholstiiic aid he found tint itsiis 
oitated spiout of 8i\oii loyalty cngiged, like 
country sq lines of oui own div, m a furious 
war with the cleigv 

It seems tint, iffci ill his dcidly menaces 
agunst the Abhot of Saint Ldiuunds, Athel 
staue's spiut ol icvinge, what lietvvten the 
natural indolent km Inc ss cd ins own clispobitic n, 
what ihiongh the pi i>cis of his niothei Edith, 
attached, like most liclus (of Lht jicriod), to the, 
tleuoil oid(i, liid tciminuic 1 in las keeping the 
abbot and his monks in the dungeons of Con 
mgsbuigh for tliioc diys on a meagre diet loi 
this atiocity the ahbot menaced lam with ex 
oommunical ion, and nucU out a dreadful list of 
complaints in the bowels and stoiiiaeh, ‘?uthiod 
by himsoll and his monks, in consequence of the 
t^^aunical and unjust mi])i isonmc nf they had 
Sustained \Vith this contioveisy, and with 
the moans lie hid idoptc'd to coimtciact this 
Clerical prosccutic i, (« h,, found the mind of 
ais fueiid Athtlstauc s» full\ oicupucl, tint it 
V AM AO loom loi iBotlicr idta And when 
.towimVs name was UKiitioucMl, the noble 
AlcMatene prayed leave to quail a full cobht 
tb W With, and that she might soon bt the 
f bn4o of kuismaA Vs ilfred It w as a desperate 
• XIlKWii Thou was obviously no more to 


bo made of Athchtaicio ; or, as Wamba expressed 
it, in a phrase whieh has descended fiotn Saxon 
times to ouis, he was a cock that would not 

fight f 

There lemaincd betwixt Gedno and the deter- 
mmitioii which the love is desued to come to, 
only two ohsticres, — his own obstinacy, and lus 
dislike ol the Ivoimaii dynisty. The foi mar 
feeling gi iduillv give wa^ hefoio the ead^i- 
nioiils c)f Ins waicl and the puele whioU he eoedd 
not liclj) iiouiishmg in tlie lame of bis soil, 
He Sides, Ik w is not mst iisibh to the howoui of 
allying Jus own line to that of Alfred, when tjie 
siipciior cl unis of the close end int of Edv^a^d the 
Conic sol wilt ih indoiicfl foi evei. (jednc'S 
iveision to thn >^oiniiii lacc of kings was also 
miuh unde 1 mine d,^ fust, by lonsiaOiatiOii of 
the liiipo ' My of iidcling England of the 
nevv dv lusty a iLcling which goes far to create 
loyalty 111 tin subjut to the king rfc* Jado, and 
sccondh b\ the jMTsonil attention of King 
Ritlnul, who dc'lightcd in the blunt liumotii ot 
( ccliK and to use the liiigiiigc of the Waidour 
Mimisciipt so ch lit with the noble Saxon, 
tint CIO lu ba I 1 CLii a guest at couit for seven 
diys, Ik had given liis consent to the mariiage 
of his waicl Rowe 111 and his sou Wilfied of 
Ivanhoo 

Iho niiptnls of oui hcio, thus foimally 
ajquovcfl ly Jiu litlici, wcu celobiated m the 
most august ot tcmplis, tlu noble minster of 
>ork The king Jiimsolf aficndod, and from 
the (ounten nice wine li he afloicicd o» this and 
other occasions to the distressed and hithortd 
degiadrcl Savons, gave them a safer aud inoie 
001 tain ])iospf(t of attaining their jubt rights, 
til in they could itibonahly hope fioni the 
precarious chance ot a civil wai The Church 
give hoi full solemnities, graced with all the 
splendoui winch she of Rome knows how to 
ipjily with sue h biilliant ellect 

tiuith gillantly ippaic lied, attenefeef as eaqtnTe 
upon lus young mastci, whom he had served (Ki 
tiillifiill} and the magnanimous Waml)a, decoT*^ 
alod with i IK vv cip and a most goigeous set of 
silver hells Sliiicis of Wilfieds dangers and 
advcisity, they jc mimed as they had a nght 
to expect, the piitakcis of Ins more jirosperous 
ear Of i 


J3ut besides this cjomestic ictinue, these 
tiugiushed nujiiials weie celebrate by ihfii 
attcjidincc of tV high hoiii Normans, as wdl 
as Saxons, loinul with the universal jubilee if 
the lower otdcis, Ihdi niaikod the msithlge of 
two individuals as a pledge of the mtur^ peait 
iiid hirmony betwixt two races, Whiph, 
tint period, liavc been so completely 
tint the di tmctioii has become wholly ui>^i8ible. 
Cedric Ined to see this union appr^nilmttt 
tow lids its coin plot ion , for as the two ifAtioni^ 
mixed ill SOCK ty and formed intei^i^liTiaj^ with 
each othei, the ^oimans aliatod their anu 
tlie Saxons were refined from their .IKtetiei^ 
J3ut it was not until the reign of JBSdward the 
Third that the mixed lahguag^ii 
English, was spoken at the oobit 
and that the hostile distinction of K^man knot 
seems euiitsly io.haYo dW pMBM * 

It waa upon the stoond thUf 

hbppy bridab that the Lady ^ tnade 




m 


• iMMuawtod fey lier liandiiwid tliat a 

da&a6l dosirod odmiiusioii to hei pHsuu*), oiid 
soUoiied that tbcii puley niiglit bo t^iihout 

Bovvena wo^^dorod, Ik siUtcd, becamo 
cunou9, and oudcd by coniiudiiding the damsel 
to be admitted, and hci litindaiils to willidi iw 

She etiteied — a nobk and (omnianding hgnir 
the loiig wbito vdl m 'winch she m is ^ i oudcd 
omshadowing lathti than concealing uit ck 
gatice and majesty of In i shape Ht i de me inoui 
Vtae that of Kspect, iinmiiigkd ly the hist 
shade eithei ot icar oi of a ^^lsh to ]io]ituk 
favour Rowena wa c\ci k idy to icknowkd^c 
the claims, and attend to tin Ik lings ol otlicis 
She arose, and \^oukl ha^c conducted lici lo\dy 
\iRitor to a seat, but tin stini^u loohid it 
Klgltha, and again inliin iti (^%i isli i o disc oni sc 
\iith the Lady Rowrna iloin J Igitlii 1 id 
no sooner rotiicd witli unwilling stejs thin to 
the snrpiibu of the Lidy ol ]\ iiili u licr int 
visitant kiicekd on one knee, picsscd lui hinds 
to her foichdjd, and luidiii'' Ini lie id t > the 
giovind. lu spite ot RcnAcii s nsisliicc, kissed 
the einbioidcied hem ol lui luiiit 

‘Whit meins this, lidj f sucl tin suipiiscd 
biule , ^01 A'hy do you ollci me a clclciciicc so 
unusual 1 ’ 

'feecauso to ^ou, Licly ot Ivanhoc sucl 
Robecea, using up and icsunnng the iisuil cjuut 
dignity of hei inuiiui, ‘1 iniy liw!nll> incl 
'Utthout icbnkc, pa^ the del t ol ilitude wliuli 
i owe to Wilfied oi Iviiiloc 1 im— loigiic 
the boldn(%s which Ins olleit 1 1< '>(U the 
hoinage of my touiilT} I am the ui Inj j \ 
Jowesss lot whom >cnii linsi ind lii/iidcd hi 
hie aMilst such Icailul odds in tlie tilt } iicl ol 
Tcmplestowe * 

‘Damsel,’ said Rowcin, ‘AVdlic I of Ivanhoc 
on that day leiideicd Inel but in slight me isnic 
youl unceasing chanty tow iids him in his 
wounds and nnslort line 'i Sjm ik, i tlici aught 
^ tomams m winch he oi I cm seivc tine f 

* ‘Nothing,’ said llcbccei calmly, unices you 
'wiU tian&imt to lam mv gi lUlul iiicwcll 

‘You leave KngliTicl, tlun sud Rowcin, 
Soarcely roeovciing the suii»iiso ol this e\tii 
drdmaiy visit 

‘X leave it, lady, <ie +his moon igiin changes 
Aty lathei hath a biotlui Ingli in livoui with 
Mohammed Boabdil, King^ol (iicindi thithci 
we go, secure of peace and jictcnion, foi tlic 
payment of such lansom as Uic Moslem evict 
JVoUl our people ’ 

‘Aud aie you not then as well piotcdcd in 
Rn^taUdr said RoweiTh ‘My liusbmd Ins 
UVOWr Until the king— the king Iniiibclt is just 
Wttd ' 

‘Juady,’ said Rebecca, ‘I doubt it not but 
tHiOple of England arc a licnc lac e cjinncl 
ling ever with their iieighbouis or among the m 
aelvos, and teady to plunge the *'woid into the 
howolO of eAoh other Such is no ufc abode foi 
tlie ^hildreU of my people Enhiaim ib i he u i 
les$ doye-^Is'^achar an ovei labour cd diudgc, 
whicb bftween two buidcns Not in a 

land of isai opd blood, sunounded by hostile 
*>0ighboak Hiftd cjisiiaaiod by mteinal factions, 
can Xsr^ MOO to rest during her wandeungs/ 

' Rut sawiRow<,aa^‘ you bui*ely 

im bar^J^tbing; to She Avho pursed the 


sick bed of IVauboOi* sbe ooutiuuc^d, rihing with 
eutbns]a&m^‘she can have nithing to fear m 
England, wheio Savon aiid Noriiiau will contend 
who shall most do hti honour ’ 

* Thy bj)f o( li is fan, lady,’ said Rebecca, ‘and 
thy puit»ose luiei , but it may not bo*-«thcie is 
i gull be tw i\t us Cm bi c edmg, our faitli, alike 
loilucl eithci to ]>iss over il J aicwoll— yet, tie 
I g), indulge me one iccpust ’J ho bridal veil 
bangs ovti ill) face del, n to ruse it, and let 
me stf the It ituies d which lime speaks BO 
hi,,l.lv 

* Ihevarc sence worthy ol I c in,.^ looked ujion^’ 
Slid Jioweni ‘but, cviccting llie same iiom 
my visitant I it move the veil Mk took it olf 
iccoidingly, and, | ntlyliomtln c oust lousncfls 
ci Icauly, ind ] iitly Inm I ishlulness, sbo 
blnslud so intcncl) tlut cheek, brow, nock, 
uicl I e>s( m weic snlhisccl with ciiriHon Kcbccca 
lluslnd ilso lilt it w is a immcntary leding, 
ind, mi Uitd I y lii^hci emotions, passed slowly 
tiornlici katiircslikc llu ciiinscii cJoiitl, whitli 
ehiiiges coloui v\hcn tlic sun sinks licucatli the 
1 Ol i/on 

‘Lidy she iitl, ‘the coiintt nance you have 
ckigiK 1 to shew me will It ng dwell in my ic 
rncmliinc IhcK iti^ns m it gt iitlciuss anti 
got (lues iiiel if i tinge ot the vcoilcls pud(» or 
V unties miy iiiiv witli in (\]j( ‘^lou so lovely, 
how should we tlnck tint vs Inch is c 1 tuih lor 
It inngscmc cdoui ol its cii,.iuil ^ Long, long 
vmU I itinemlci ycni Ic ituies, iiid bless God 
tint 1 k ive my i o) )c clcliviici unite cl with 

She tojpcd slioil bti eyes lilhd with tears. 
SJic lustily vviitcl tlicm ind niswcud to the 
nivioiis inpiiins ol Kcwciu ‘ J am v clJ, lady 

well Hut mv lie lit swells when I think of 
loic|uilston( incl tlic listi ol Temple stow c *— 

1 iicwclU One, the inc st tulling jiut of rny 
ell t y 1 c 11 uns uiidiseh ii ^c d Ac c c pt thia casket 

si ullc m t at its (elite iit 

Row c n i 0] lied Uic sin iH silv c i c base el c askot, 
iml peiccivccl leiiciiicl oi luc kluc , with cau 
pwil ot clnmciuls, wlncli wcio obviously of 
immense v ilin 

* It IS imi»)ssilk,’ sbe sucl tendering back 
the casl ft ‘1 dale iie>t accijit i gilt of such 
e uisicjneiue 

* Vet keep it Inly leluirird Rcbtcci — ‘You 

li IV ( powe I I ink, ( ( mm iiul inllucncc , we have 
we illli, tb souiee loth ot oni strength and 
weikiies tin v ihie el tlicbe toys, ten times 
imilti piled, would not inline nee lull so much as 
your sli^litcsL wish ’lo ye p, the u foie, the gjft 
IS ot liltlo V line ind to me, whit 1 p,ut with 
IS ol mueh less let me iiol think you deem SO 
vMctchedlv ill of my nation as youi commons 
heheve ^hink ye tlut 1 ])u/c these Bparklihg 
il igmeuts ol stone ibove my libcity? or tlu§ 
uiy faille I vihics them in compaiisou to tbo 
lumoiir ot Ills only child ^ Acetjit them, lady-*# 
to mo they aio valuclcs.^. I will uevei MesT 
jcwelsiuoic’ * » 

‘ \ oil die then uuhapyiy * * said Rowe‘WB> stfruak 
with the maiiiiti lu which Kebtcca nttexed tho 
. last words. ‘Oh, nmaui with us— the counae} 
ol holy men will wean you fiom your enmg law**' 
aud I will be a sistei to you.’ 

‘ No, lady,’ answered Slebecca, the same oaliti 

melaaoboly Teiguing m be; soft \pm and beaoti* 

# ' % 
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ful featiwes — 'that may not bo. I may uut 
chanij^ the taitli ol rny iatbcrs like a giiinrni 
unsaiiod to tin rlmutc 111 wliidi 1 Mrk io dv^clb 
and imlni)i»> Inly J wjll not bt Hc^ to whom 
I dpdi( lb inv tiitiiic lil(, will 1 )t my couiloiLci, 
if I do his will ’ 

‘IIiu you tin II com nils, to one (d win h 
you iiu in to i( tiu ^ asked Iluvvc ii i 

* No, lady,’ siid tin Kwrss , ‘but uuoji^ oui 
sime tli( tunc ol Abiihun downw u Is, 
Jn\o bun woiiKii who hi\( (bvolul Hi ii 
thoufjhts to liiiMii, and Hun i turns ( » w u vs 
of kindiuss to nun, tdulin^ Hu suk lulling 
the huPf(iy, and I (In Mii^ Hu distns < 1 Anu»n^ 
tliose will ltilw(( i 1)( numbtiid Siy this to 
thy l<»id, shoubl lu (luiu< 1 » iiu|iuii titii Hic 
fate of lui whoso lil< lu sa\(d ’ 

Thou w Is an in\oliint ii\ ticnioi in ]Mk(( is 
vouo, and a tiiidtimss of i (tnt win b ]» ini])s 
betnj I inou Hun slu would willni dv lu\c 
e\j>ussed Slu lusten ItobulK wun luii 
M^aitwtll slu sud ‘ nuy II« whotnub both 
«b \v and ( Iinstnn sli )\sn down on -you hi 
thoif«‘si bb '•siii^^s * llu bn k Hut w ifts n bin « 
will be niub I a\ n in wi ( in i i li Hu ]>oit 
Stie f]()}n Hu ijMitiiuiil b ninj' 

Roweni suipiiscda if i \ioion lu 1 pis ul bt lou 


her. The fair Saxon related the bui^ar oen- 
lucnce to lioi hubband, on vrhoso ijiiikI it made 
a deep inL}>LCb£iion. 11c lived long and liappilv 
with itowciij, loi they w ie athubed to eacn 
oHifi hy the boiidb of oaily aftcctioii, and they 
lo\(<l cadi oHki tin moie, from the locolledion 
ol Hu obstichs whidi had impeded thou mnoii* 
\tt it would bo inquiiiug too (Uiiou&ly to ask, 
wluHui tlu iccollution of Rcbecca’£> beauty and 
ina rniiiinniiy did not Kcm to Ins mind xaoie 
in jiu Idly Hun tlu fin disceiidant of Alfred 
iiii-flit nlto^dlui lu\( ipjnoud 

Iviiiluu distiii^^niislKii himself in tile S{Myioe 
of Ruiuid ind wu gi u(d with Imilicr marks 
of Hu loy il ti\(ui H< nnjit have risen still 
hi^hci but t< I Hic ]>unntiiM di atli of the lieioir 
( uii d< lii Ml, In loji llu (Sstie of ( lialii^, luai 
1 111 r < Hi tlu lib of agcmioiiH, blit lasli 
in 1 lonuntu nion iicli, jinishcd all the ])iojpets 
wliuh his ambition aul his goneiosity had 
foiimtl to wlioin iiuy hi a])pliea, with a slight 
iltfiiiiMi, Hu lints composed by l)i. Johnson 
loi (. b libs ol Swidcij 

}Ii fiU \ il tiMilt I f leitiii «trind, 

\ ](tt\ f )tti nl 11 huinl It hind 

II Il(i tlj n nit It wl tch ihc uorltl giew pile, 

i ^ p nt i in nl, or .uloni a lAU 
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Noil* A, p 49(1 -*iiHnT\N ]i\\s 

[Ml Loikhart, in* Ins Mi it i>it ij Hit 

intioclurtion of thj Ihm s ind Iki tahci 

oiiginatul, 1 fiiul, 111 I (oii\cTsaion ih il St tt luUl with 
hlb tuuid Skti t lilt st.\(i«st t I II (il ill h (Illy 

sunttUJ^s 111 the t II Ij put o* tin 11 1 i \li Si luc 
while sittinf) by Su W iltirs Ind 1 It mi tijiiu t«> uniist 
him IS will ishciunkl in the niUivtls if p mi hiitpiiud 
to i;et on tin subjti t < i iln ftw i lit- h ui oI)sti\td thtni 
\vlKii^be sponl imc time 111 ( tun uis in hi ) ntii I lui 
situ i( loll il 111 Tiiluiillv mull i ^tu n iiiii>u 1 n, fui in 
those da)s they ittiimd lluii m n die s ind muuuis 
entiK, md will 111 (ltd with (ou idi 1 diU uistuit) bj 
thui ( hiistimi i)tit,hlitiiis, bun till Ink d iiji at niKht 
111 ihtii own qmrier by peat tatf? in I Mi Sit in, 
parti) in stiiousnts , but piitlj fi nu tin imit wish t» 
tuin his mind at the niointiil up ni s nntlun^ that mi^it 
Dcriipy and diitit it, lu'i^fsiid tl it i t,H)up o( |i\\s 
tvoiifd be an mtiicstin fcitm if In i mi l i mtiiM t) 
bring them into his lUAt novel 1 p n th ipix u mit of 
Ivanlioc, Ips lemindid^Ii. S^uit of tins i luusiti m, 'iiid 
said, *‘yoM yill find this lui k iwt n I a littk t >qui 
G erman remnnsttntts J 


Notk B, p KanlMvii 1111 loll I 

A most stiisiulcgiitv \iu c fthia I iK\ Itinicswui 
the 1 oitst taws Thcsi ]»pu sivt tn ui mints wtic tin 
prodm c of the Noinnn Lompiis f 1 tin ^ i\ n 1 1\\ of 
the chase w<u mild uul hum int , win tl tcfyillnm, 
enthusiastiudl) ittacluil t> tin (s iiisi md its luht , 
weic to the Iis^ dti'iti |i nnnu d ih fo m ili >n >t the 
New Foicst Dens tvidinie t hi ji issi > fn hiuitiiii, 
wheie he ledueed ni in) i 1 i] p) \dhei 1 1 the e nditi >11 
of that one commcinoi ited 1)> m> fiicnd, Mi Wilhan 
Stewait Rose — 

A.tnun>st th nun of th th 1 I 
I Jit iiiith lehl 1 mil f un I i | r Ji 
A iiiel nil ]i h 1 1 1 
I he nitJiJ* < oiniu nr 1 1 l il wn 
^00 worth iht h<(i tint liltlt t^nm 
io Ici ^Ihi n out 1 s I I 

rhe disabling does, wlm h iiiiej^t bi n c siiy fn lup 
ing flocks and birds, fiom lunmiiT n tin d 1 1, w is cUIed 
and was 111 gmu-il u « ih (hutu ol the 
i*orest, designed to ks cu th isi iviis deilius thit in 
quiSItion, or siew, for lawinj^ d )t,s li dl Ik mi It iMiy 
tnud yoai, and shall bi thtn dmt b> the \u\v ind tisti 
mony of lawful men, not othi^wisi , m 1 tlu) wh c di cs 
shall be then found uni iwtd, sh llti\t iliiu hilling lor 
mercyt^and fbi the future 110 m in s < \ h ill bt t d 1 n 1 r 
laW|in$. Such law mg also shill bi d m b) the i m/» 
coninmnly used, and which is, that time rliw shill bt 
cut olT without the ball of the iieht fo t Su on this 
subject the Histomal Fssay U m d 18 9, i\ »! on lh» 
Magna Charta of King John (a mo t beiutiful volume), 
l>y Richatd Thomson. 

^ tNoTK C, p. 507 — Nvgko St am s 

The severe accuracy of some ciities has obiictc d to the 
Comple\ionof the slaves ofBnandeB jis Ouilbut, as being 
totally out of costume and propiuiy I lemunbei the 
same objection being mlde to a set of s ibk fum tioniiies 
whom my friend M it I euis mtiodm ed as the gu iids ind 
mischief-doing sitelbtes of the wicked baron, in his Cvtle 
speetie. Mat neatetl the obioclion with great toiitcmpt, 
aqd averred, ih reply, that he made the slaves bkick in 

I ■ * 


( I lu toibtini istiikiiig eflut rf (f nil 1st, and that, < ould 
111 hivf (krivLil i mikii idv int i|^i fioni making his 
h< 1 me blui , bhu ht slumkl h i\t b' t n 

1 do n >t pictuid to pk id tin iniinunilus of my oidtr so 
liu lily as tills , but nullitr will I dlow that tiu aiithoi of 
L m)dein anti pie lom iiici is i lilii id 1i 1 orifiiu liini elf to 
the iiilrudiu tl n i i tin st* 111 iniu is m)>whiib( in I • ]>iovtd 
1 b iM. d) (luiilv e\i till in tin tinu In i« dipKting so 
111 xl inn him him elf t siifh i an plausit le uid natural 
(lid (Uitini n> ill um ui icliu 111 m In this i>oint of 
vuw, wiiit ein b( im le 11 itin d th n th it the luii])l irs, 
who wc know, loj ltd ilistly the liiviui(.s of tin \siitie 
w inijit with win m tliiv f n )il, slioiild usi ihxsinueof 
the eiisl i\(d Afni in wl ni tl ( f ih. 1 i w 11 ti insfuiid to 
itwinistus 1 nil me il tJnri nc no jiuu c pioi fs of 
then hiMJii><k>iu so, tliiu is n thini in the other hand, 
(b It i in ciititk us jH> itivch to loiuhidc th it the) never 
(lid Lt nks IhcH 1 m mst iiii i luiuininii 

K hn I f 1\ nil] ri) III III i VI i )li nt jiu v k 1 .uul nnnstiel, 
undertook to elleil tin tsc ij t of Audwlf dt Ih.uy, by 
pKsentiig him ilf in di uiiisi p tin. Kuit of th<* king, 
wIku lu w IS <( iifnud 1 1 1 this 1 nt])* st., ‘he staitud his 
hill and his wli >le bich tidiitl) as hi ii k as pt, so that 
nothin'- w is white but hi tutli, ind siu (ceded in ini- 
]) me 1)1111 < If in tin knit, is n ] thiopiati ininsticl 
lb <fk led, 1 ) stiatiecm, lJu (si )c of the pnsonei 
N(,^i (s tluiifiK, must have been l•m^^n in I iigland m 

tin d 111 .1 IS '* 


Non l>, 1 1 1 Mn 1 1 i is\ 

1 In 11. dm I r 1 I mt( it n well 1 m wn, was divided 
bdwiM tin N imip mil Iiuiin rate, who spokt the 
1 ingn 1 c III whii h the w( rd \ ts is pi me urn ed as otTj and 
till inhibit lilts of the mthern rteinis, whose speech, 
billing sine .iflnut) to tin it 1)1 in piinounced the 
s uue wold III I hi p k ts ( f tin, foinn 1 1 lee wi rr called 
Mi/ia/kA lid 'lull] inis/uM tl sc of the latli’T weie 
liiiind i^miaiouis, .md lien e mijMsifums e dltd wr- 
tnrtSj and otini n.irrns KKiiiid a pofessid admirer 
of the j ) III science in ill its li inches, could prutate 
lUhci the nmisfiil ot (Miiibid >iir ft is k s likely that 
hi sluuld hivt biiM bk 10 1 mpese it sing an hngHsh 
b ilUd , )(t s > nun h d > w( wi h tr issimil ite Him of the 
1 1011 lie lit t > the bind i fwaiin i whom he ltd, that th^ 
anaehioni m if the it li one, miyieulily be forgiven. 


Non i,p s/) TIaiiii ir StVMyihi), 

The bl-Mid) bitlk alludtdli in ilic test foujit and wpn 
1 ) King Haiold, o.ci hi biitlui, the lebelhous ToStig, 
and an au\iii.uv foiti of i buns 01 Noiscmcn, look pigee 
in 10(6 at St unkitd, S' iiigfotd, 01 bt nuford, a ford upon 
the river Dtrwtnt, xL tin distuitc ot about seven miles 
firm \oil and situ Utd ni th it iigt and opulent county. 
A long wot dl n bndgt over the Dei went, the site of which, 
vith one lemaining bultitss, is still shown to the curious 
travelki, w is fmiousl) contested One Norwegian long 
(kfendid it by lii-> singk arm, .md w is at length pieiced 
V ith i spear thrust ihtout,n the pi inks of tht bndgqfrOiA 
a Ik) It beneath 

Ihe neighbouihood of Stamford, on the Perwent, coa* 
1 11ns s ime memorials of ihe battle. Hoise-shoes, swords, 
and the heads of balbcids, 01 btlU, arc often found there; 
riu place is Cialled the * Panes' well,’ another the * BaUie 
flats ’ hrom a tradition that ihe weapon with which the 

* Dissertation on Romance and Minstrelsy, prefixed to JUtapulf 
AnwHt kn(>M$h JIfr/i tcai HomanctiHt p cJkjoivii, 
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Norwegian champion ms slam, resembled *i pear, or, as 
Others say, that the trough or boat in which the soldier 
floated under the brid^^e to strike the blow, h ui such a 
shape, the c unirv pt hAc usually begin a yreat marl et, 
which IS held tt Stainfoid, with an entertainment c-illed 
the Pear pie f ist, which after all may be a corruption of 
the Spear pi« feast 

[Dr ikc in las History of York, siys— ‘ I must not forget 
that th inhabit'ints ol this villa^ t have a custom, at an 
aiinuil fea t, to make pics in the form of a jwill or swine 
tub, which tradition siys wis m ide use on by the man who 
struck the Norwegian undir the bridge insieid of a bo U 
Ihis may be true, for tin river bung but vtiy 1 ittly in idc 
navigable up here on the Dirwti t a I oat was not easily 
to be had to perform thi. explut in J hf biid^ t also con 
tinned to be a wtodeii one till, f illing gr<. itly to die ly it 
was taken down, ind a new on< lie^ uii and finished iliout 
a hundred y irds b low the old one it the cuunt> cli irge, 
A D lya/ But to our histoi> H iiolds ere it jiy fir 
the gaming of this sij n d vii t iij was i f a very shoi i d ite 
leturning to York that night he gave ordeis fir solemn 
feasts mil rejdicings t j be begun tlie next day wiili xll tlic 
magmfieenee im iginahle Oui i ity m ly be well si ed 
to nave a rt il 'h ire i the ge leiai jc\ is not only being 
relieved from foreign fetters but si curt d from the just le ti s 
of I osto, who no d >ubt , would has e t il en impl \ nge im e 
on his ent mies as soon a liis conquest w i < inpli it But 
H irold hid sc net bej un 1 is tnumphs when i misstngtr 
amvgd from lilt ouih whol Id him is he s it m thi eit> 
in peat stale, at i nngnifi ent uitert iinmei t, lint Duki 
William was landed with a mighty 4im> at I esensey near 
Hastings m Sussex 

*lhe obstinate battle at St infirdhurgh where Harold 
must have lost i great muiy if Ins chonc men as veil as 
the distaste his soldiers took at him for not dividing the 
spoils, are reasons given is 1 iid, for his ill firtiine in 
Sussex For here his whole inny was cut in pieee^ ind 
himself shot into the brims with an arrew left 1 is crown 
and kingdom to llie Coiniucrcr who shirtly ifter took 
possession of both J las fight and tragical e\ ent happened 
only nine days after th< formei vk tory and gives us a smart 
instance of the ixtream mutability of all Tiunun aflaixs 
-**See Drake s aeuw J 


Noik r, p 57J ~l Jt lui PS ov I HP Rich 

This horrid species of t irtiu e may remind the readei of 
that to which the Sp iniai Is subjeeled C uaiimo/in in i idci 
to extort a discovery of his i ot < t iled we iltli But m f u t, 
an instance of innlar b vrl int\ is 1 > bt found nearer he me 
and occurs in the ann ils of ( jueen Mary ' tunc c ntaimng 
so many other cMiupUs if ituuty 1 \ery leader must 
recollect that, ifter the fill if the Cululic Church uid 
the Presbyteri ui Chureh govirnmiiit ha J been established 
by law, thermk, and espirially die w« ilth if thebi h ps 
abbots, priors, ind so fjrlh wcr< no 1 in cr vesU I in 
ecclesiastics, but in 1 ly iinprij rial irs cf the Chureh re 
venues, or, as the Siottish liw>eTs e illtd thiin titulars 
of the temporalilK s of the hiiiif e though luving no 
claim tp the spiritual character of their prideccssj s m 
office 

Of the‘'c lay me i, who \ cn thus j iMstrd with cede 
siastical revcnui s scim wereiitii flughlirth mil rink, 
like the famous I >rd J inies Stew ait the Piiur of St 
Andrews, who did n it fill 1 1 kerp 1 ir their c wn use the 
rents, lands, md revenue of the C luii eh But if on the 
other hand, the tiiulirs were men of iiifrnor iiiijKutin e 
who had been inducted into the office by the inlere t of 
some powerful perswi it wes giiierily uadtrsUod tint 
the new abbot should grant for his patron s benefit sueh 
leases mil convey inr es of the Church lands and tithes as 
mij'ht afiurd their protc tor the hon & hare of the hoc ty 
(his was tlie origin of those who wire wittily teiniid 
lulehm* Bishofs being \ sort of imipiary jrel t<. 
who»e image w is si t up t > en ible his pati m and princij u 
to plunder the I nenee under his name 

I here were othti e ise however, in whieh men who had 
got p;rants of tluse i ulir /eil lienifices, were desiious of 
retaining ^em for ihtir iwn use, without baling the m 
fluenee sufficient t> t tilUsh their purpose, and these 
beeame frequti ily un ill 1 1 pr te t iheinselies, however 
^ * submit to t le exactions of the feudal tyiant 
of the district ^ 

Btmnat^ne, sccretai) t > | n i ls.n x le junts x singular 

f A TuUH^m Is a ciUs I n stufle I ml ih Ld I foie a i w 
wMet I»S liMt Its calf l > 1 1 1 e tl IT imil t > | \rt w th her milk 
the taunnbliuice between huch a lulchan and I bish m named to 
tiwntMlt' ^ UMSporfibtied of a benefice to some powectul patron, is 

0 W 99 t 0 tiO'OQt 

i 
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course of oppression practiced on one of those titular abbots 
(in 2571) by the Latl of Cassilis in Ayrshire, whose extent 
of feudal influence was so wide that he was usually termed 
the king o^ Carrick We give the fact aa it ocotirs m 
Bannityncs foumal, only prep>ising thai the journalist 
held his misters opinions, both with respect id the Earl 
of C issths as an oppuser of the king s party, and as being 
a dctc^ter of the pr letiee of granting church revenues to 
titul irs instead of their being devoted to pious uses, Sueh 
IS the suppoit of the clergy, expense of schools, and the 
relief of the n ition il poor He mingles ui the namative, 
thciefoie 1 well deserved feeling of execration against the 
tyrint who employed the torture, with a tone ot ridicule 
towards the pilicnt as if after all, it had not been ill 
bestowed on such an e|uivocal and amphibious character 
as a titular abbot He entitles his narrative} 

I Hi EaILOI CasSIII IyKANNV AGAfNSr a quick 
(l r LlMNl) MAN 

* M isttr All in Stewart friend to C iptain James Stewart 
r f ( irduu ill 1 y ii i in of tin Quei n s corrupted court, 
f I lainid tiK 1 1 bey of Crossr i^ ucf I he said Lari, think- 
i g himself greatei than 11 y king in those cmarters, 
deterimiiLd to have thit whtlw benenee (as he hath divers 
otheis) piy it his plcisutc ind because he could not 
fiid SIC SCI u Illy as his insatiible appetite required, this 
shift w IS de\i eil Hie s iid Mr All in, being in company 
with the I lid of P irft,iiiy (alsj a Kennedy), was, by the 
1 arl in 1 hi frunil i ntieed 1 3 leive the safeguard which 
h ha I with the s ud I iiid and c imc to make good cheer 
with till Slid I 111 I he simplicity of the imprudent man 
w is sud lenly ihused , and so he passe d his time with them 
certain d ly winch he did in Miy bole with Thomas 
Kcimedic, uncle to the said I arl« alter which the said 
Mr \llan pissed with quiet company, to visit the place 
ind b unds at ( icssraguel (In ibbacy] of which the said 
1 irl being suiely i Ivi rtisid, detei mined to put in practice 
till tyiaiiny which lung befute he had conceived And so, 
asking if the country ippreliindcd the said Mr Allan, 
and c lined him t *> the h >use of Deiiurc, where for a season 
he wis honouiably tieited (gif a piisoner c«n think any 
enU rt iiiiment i U isitig) , but after that ceitain days were 
spent and that the Lari could not obtain the feus of Cross- 
riguil xeioniing to his iwin appetite, he determined to 
prove gif a collation c >uld work that winch neither dinner 
n >r supper could do for a long time And so the saiijl 
Ml wis c lined to a secret chamber with him passed 
the honoui iblc 1 arl, his worshipful brother, and such as 
wcie ippointcil t> lie servants it thit banquet In the 
ch unber there was a grit iron chiml-ay under it a fire , 

ther grit prusisi in w is not seen I he fust course was,-^ 
* My X ord Abbot (said tlie Earl), “ it w ill please you 
couiess hire, that with ycur own consent you remam in 
my company because you dui t not commit yourself to 
the hands if others Ihc Abbot answered, “Would 
V3U, my lord tbit 1 should make a miinfest lie for your 
pleasure ^ I lu truth is my lord it is against my will 
tint 1 am here, neitlur yil hive 1 any pleasure in your 
lompoiiy “Jut ye shall tcmiin with me, at thus 
lime s ud the 1 arl I un not ibJe to resist j our will 
and ] leisure surl the Abbot * in this place' **Ve 
am t tnen i Ky int said the X ail, — and with that were 
] r senied unt3 him ceitim letters to subscribe, amoi g$t 
whi h there w is i five y^ irs taek, and a nineteen years' 
t ick, and a eli irter of feu of all the lands of Crossraguel, 
with all the clauses i eccssary for the Lari to hasten him 
to hell 1 er gif idultery, sacrilege, rapression, barbarous 
cruelty and theft heaped upon theft, deserve hell, the 
grcit king of Cirriik can no more escape bell for ever, 
nor the impiudeiit Abbot escaped the fire for a seas<!^ as 
follows 

* \ftei that the I u 1 spied repugnance, and saw th&t 
h( e mill not conic to I is purpose by fair means, tom 
ininUid 1 IS eiol s t) prc] 11c the banquet and so first 
they fliyed the sheep that is, they took off the Abbots 
< 1 lathes cv eri to his skin, and next they bound hliU to tke 
ehinmcy — Ills legs t a the one end and his arms to the bther ; 
xnd so they beg in to beet [i t feed] the fU^ someitmes to 
his butticks, sometimes to his legS, Sometimes to hia 
shoulders and arms , and that the roast might ^ot burn, 
hut thit It r light icst in soppe, they spared flamhvtf 
with oil (casting as a cook bastes roasted fneat); 

look thni to SIC cruelty I And that the crying of the 
miserable in in should not be heard, they closed his mogth 
that the voice might be stopped It may be suspected 
that some partisan of the King s [Darnley s] murder was 
there In that torment held the poor man, till th|U 
often he uied for Cod s sake to dispatch him ; for he bad 
os me<kle gold in bis auui purse as would buypowdef 
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enough to shorten hup lin T he fimoiis Kin^ t f Can « I 

*nd his cooks perceivini? the roast to bt uitutb i<.m 
mandtd U to bt lane it xthe fm ami tht J t 1 1 nu t Ir I 1 1 
the grace in this in inner “ ^ tin / ^* , /* w- Alai a > < u 
are the most obstin itc niai^th it o t r 1 s m i,if 1 Iml 1 n i mi 
that \e had bten so stulib irii, 1 would n i for i tli lusin 1 
crowns havehindkd jou so , I ikmi «lii! sj t ^ lu in luf ic 
jou” And yet he lefurmd to th< snnt prwtice wiihii 
two days, and iciscd not till ih it 1 «l i mud his f irei i t 
purpose, that is, th U lu h id got all his j u ub ( i\\it 
alsweill as anc h'llf roasUfl hind could cl > it The 1 nl 
thinkini; himself smi enough so li ng is lu 1 1 1 the h ilf 
roasted Abbot in his twin l>iipiiK, uidyttb in i si i mu 1 
of his ptcsciiu h> rc. n of h f inui ciucltj Kft th» 

phu^e of Deuiircui ihi li imis f i m iin c f his sc r\ mt , ii cl 

thfc half lo istc d Abb >t to be kept f Imic. is pn c m i I lu 
I urd of JUrginy, out of \ lio i lonipiii) the ud \bl t 
was fiiticcd, undtisl luebng (n i ili c\riiint\), 1 it 

the retaining of the ii u sent t i the e nut uul i im I 

letters of deliier UK I f the j i net the in n u c idii g 
to the Older, \\ hie li lacing di >l ^l(' tlx lui i irl i i hi 
contempt was den um I icbel ^nd j iit t tl t 1 ui 
But L hope wii there n )Tit nculuit ilic tflli ti 1 o) 1 
dehxered, neithei jtt tj th puiebisn \i t iiotnieil tl 
the letter' toohiiin inj ton f it tlieieb^ , f i i i ll it unit 
God was elespisecl, ind thr 1 iwful iniiioiit^ was c iitenuud 
in Sniland lu h ijie of the sudekn n lui i ml i ^iiiic nl 
of that cruel tiuinhicr tf hei aw in hitsbiiil of wlu c 
lords the sud 1 iil w is cdl 1 one, uul ^*1 c fi lu 
than once, he wa:> sek iiiiily swoin t > the Ki i iii 1 to 1 1 
Kegent 

The lomnalist then iccitcs the c inpl i nt of the iniurc 1 
Allan Stew ail, Coniine lid Hot flrssragiiel lilh kc cut 
and Pri\y Council, asening his having Ixc I c iriied ] utl> 
by flatteiy, paitlj b> f:)ree, to the bl i 1 \ lult of Dennic , 
a strong fort dire, built on a i id c Mihiii).in^ tlu In h 
channel, wheic its luiiis ue still \i die lleic he i ittd 
he h id be cn lequiitd to e vet ule Ka es iiicl c emit jaiice tf 
the whole chut ehc s ind p iison igt s hil ingiiig t ) the Ahl t> 
of Crossraguel, which me ulteily refused a in nnri isoii 
able demaudt and the moie o tint ht hid iheuly ecu 
vcyed them to J ihn Sttw ut of Catdniall by wlitsc 
interest he Had been inick C immend it u I lu e implun 
ant proceed} to stifc that lu was, afkr mu j nunici , 
stripped, bound, ond hts lunbs tsposid to tiie in tlu 
mamiei already descnlxd, till, ( mimlkd by r^c<ss of 
acuity, he subscrihed the th uter intl 1 ises pit tnttd to 
him, of the loiitmts of which lu was tot illy ign lant A 
few days afteiw ird being ii un i< lunel ti exec tiU i 
ratifiration of these deeds licf rr a nitaiy ind wilnt sc , 
and itkising to do s > lu w is e nee me re sublet te el t > the 
same toituie, ^titil his n ony w is sti exets ive that he 
exclaimed, ‘ I yi on y ni, why da you net stnke youi 
whingers into me, or blow me up with i b mel e f ji iwdt r, 
rather than toituie me thus unnuie ifully ^ up in whul 
the I ail commanded Akxindti Kie h lul om of 1 1 l 
tend lilts, tustop the pitieni s rii uih with inipki i whi h 
was ilone ueordingly Ihus lu was oiite mere mpelkd 
to ''U built te) tin 11 tyrinny I he pititi n e uuliiUel with 
stating tint the I ill, uieki lueltiut of the ekeds thus 
niiepntously obt lined, h ul t ktii ji s tssi n rf the wli k 
plue and iiting eif Cios ri|,tiel, ind inioytd the juifit 
thereof for three jeats 

1 lie doom of the Regent uul f itiiuil si iws ingul i*-!} 
the total interruption of jiisti it this c limit )U fen d 
even in the most clainatil e i ts e f opme sioti I hr C mne il 
declined inteifeienrewith tlu course of tlu oreliinry jus‘ui 
of the county (which was completely uiidei the siid J ul 
of (iassihs’ control), and only en leted th it he should f >i 
hear molestation of the unfortunate ( omniend xtor, luieler 
the surety of two thoiisanel pounds Scots Jhe \ iil w is 
appointed also to keep the peace tow mis the eeUlntcd 
(jeoige Buchanan, who hVl i ptnsioti eiit of the sinie 
Abbacy, to a btmilar exte nt, and muk r tlu like jn n ilty 

Ihe consequences arc thus lUsenlxd 1 y the* lonnilist 
already quoted 

* f he said Laird of Barg my perreie mg th it the oreliner 
justice could neither help the <j)pitssed, noi yet ilu 
afflicted, JUfipued hts mind to the next remedy, uul in the 
end, by his servants, took the house of l)t nine, wheie the 
poor Abbot was kept piisoner Ihe bniit flew fi i C irriek 
to (ralloway. Ancl so suddenly a's* mbit tl lu id uul liyie 
man that pertained to the band of the Kennedies , .and so 
withm a few hours was the house of Denure enviioiitd 
again. The master of (lassilis was the fiaekast [j c the 
readiest or boldest] and would not stay , hut in his heat 
would lay fire to the dungeon, with no small boasting that 
<11 enemies within the bouse should die 


‘ITewas inquired and atlmonislied by tUo'c tlu t were 
within t ) 1) more imdei ite and i ot to hi’ ml him til ) 
fnlisll Jut 11 > idnioiiition yioiUl lain till ihu ll * 
wind of Ul buquiliiti llistrtl hii shouliki itul the i 
et isid ht f» m fur tin i pi ult in fury Ihe J iiul of 
Bii.,uiy hullif It pin luUl bt lined] of the iUthontus, 

1 tteis ell irgiiu ill f iitblnll sul jet t-, t > tlie Kiiijr s Majesty , 
to i*> 1 t him tu iiii t that ttiul t\t ml anti nun woin 
tl ul 11 thr J 111 of (.1 ills, winch letteis, with his 
pill Ut VMil lilts, lu publi lietl 111 I shoitly founil sic 
eiitnienei )l KyU iid Cinymhiiie with his othei 
friend tint tlu f nil 1 mi] iiy di w biel' fia the 

hm e iml > th tlu i p] i h i' fi in ludtlu hou i 

w tin II u im 1 d hvei till I Mi Mini uul e irud 
hull to \yiL wh 1 , i>i ] il ly t ll 1 1 nl it t of fl < 
siidtiwn he fktliitd li iw i i ky h w i (iUm ittd iiief 
h IV tlu niindeitd Km sutl u I ii t sie tununl a be 
did CM e| tin., < Illy 111 i q e I tl d tli And thenioit, 
p ll Iicly lid ie\ok( ill thiiiu. th It wete tl ll in th it ex 

lie may iiiltsii 1 1 ly he i v I t 1 tlu I i ii|itnii cf ihu 

tl lee wiilin stiwit fiiv\eyiitl l> idmiuteeu 
yt 1 tick, lid f i ehutei tl fm \il t ll t h >use 
le m lined, aid (till tl IS tl ly tbe ihifltliuiiy i 71)111 
tlu 1 list tly < f the a I I aid t f 1 11 11 y nitl e 1 las ‘•er- 

vuils And 1 eiuelty w is eh i|i]i)inttd ot pi ilku pre- 

sent lid hill bf cUrndli ink s k emu tly reptnt 
An I tl i fit f >1 the till liy t mnntt' It pve tet isi ri 
untiotliei uultisufb 1 hit Uu n iisiit ii tk lUiic tf 
d lenciUi 11 1 ility t> 1 >k m 11 dihcrtntly u]) >n llieir 
behiMMiis Old t jiaint them f ith iiiit ) tlu woiltl, tint 
they tlKUisehe niiy t i ham 1 f f tlu 11 twnb istlirie s 
an I th It ll w ildmiyrl uhtrtis I nil ils ilmtnihecl 
tl ilh , <1 It t ind a\ ul tl t mi my of dJ sk 

tyriint wl > ne 11 u woithy if ir ciety f men, but 

ou.,1 tl 1 ml suddenly t> tlu rk vil, with wboiii tluv 
mu t Inni with it end f i tlitii t ntmqit t f ( ( d, and 
cut Ity I nuiaitt 1 1 iin t hts ti itiius Jd ( i, du 
ind his 1 1 ilurbt tlu last to I e the t \ inq 1 untoellais 
\ii i n \i len '' 

lias < xtiai t ha'- been simewh it amriukd or modetni/ed 
in t itht gra} by, tt lendii it u )re iiitelligil K ttithegtnei il 
le idei J hat t) idd tint the Kennedus of Baigaiiv, 
wheintofei dinlKlnlf f the opj.u ed Abliot, well them 
scIms i yeunger hi inch of the ( assiiis 1 inaly, I lit litld 
difiinnt pohtits, and vvtie ptiwerful cm u^h in this, and 
othii instant es, to birl tlu m dtfi uier 

J he ultim ite issut of tin ifTiu dotsiti ipptar; but ts 
the house cf C issili ae till a p sses 1 m of the greater 
I lit of tlic ft us and kits which beknpd lo C lossiaguil 
Abbey, it n piobilk tlu lal its <1 tlu King of Cariiek 
wete tl ng enuigh ai those disctdcily limes, to rctaiii 
the piey whit h they h ul so im uik ly fixed 1 1 un 

1 miy also adil tint it ajiiie.iis by sum pipCis in my 
misses ion, that the Oflieiis ir Country Kt tiieis on the 
Bolder wete leeustomcd t> Iciinent tluu i)Tisoner>, ly 
bimhiig tlu in lo the 11 m 1 is e f |]i a chimneys, tu exit) t 
eoiifes'.ion 


Noir G J) r IIjiaidiv 

riu Aulli ll I inh If u, 1 1 atk d w ah f xlsf heialdry, 
in Jiiv m, 1 li u fil iiu t ll m 11 iiu 1 1) It sb mkl be le- 
iiieii bend, h wcvei ili t ] «i il liy h ul i 1I3 its first rude 
oil 111 dun b Cm uks iiid Lh.U ill tlu nanutiiC cf tbe 
finti riesfunie y\tit the weil ft time, ind introduced at 
a much lUet periid J host wlu think ttlerwise must 
suppose tint tlu ( odek f 4 /w ///t\ bke the Cioddess 
of Aims spriim, int > the w otlcl t mpktcly eijt ipp^d in all 
the giudy tripping' of th( d(]>utiuenl site teles o\ei. 

Aiiaiiowi NoiP 

In roll doi alien < uhat is abnr dated, it may he 
oil eiv ll, lint tlu arms whuh w it a utrud by (todfriy 
1^1 oulu,.iu lam flf, after llu fompicst of leiusilem, was 
a cross eounier pxti nt f antoned with four little crosses or, 
upm a field argent, dtspliying thus metal upon metal. 
Jhe hei ild-> hive tried f • exxilain this undeniable (act in 
difleicnt modes but J erne gallantly contends that a 
pi Hire of (jodfrey s qualities should not be 1 oiind by the 
ordinal y lilies Iht Sc otush Nisliet, and the same 1 erne, 
insist tbit the rhiefs of the Crusade must have assigned to 
(jodfity this extraoidinary and unwonted roat-of arms, ui 
Older to induce those who should behold them to make 
imiuincs; and hcncc give them the name of arma inquire 
ifttia But with reveience to these grave authorities, it 
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unlikely that the issemblcd piince<«of Luropec»hould 
have adjudijod to ( • idfi t ^ u to it ai luorial so much i in 
trary to the j; lei d i uk d sm h ruk had then existed it 
anyritt , it pi ms that mr tal upon m^tal, now accounted a 
solecism in h i d h\i wu* admitted in ntlicr cists similar 
to that in flu ti vt Set 1 1 me s Bla-onofi,mtrtey p j8, 
edition Ni.bctj. \oI i j) jij, stc md 

edition 


JNorr IT, p 613— Ui net DtAriiSiN'; 

It will It. idily occur to iht 'inliquiry ih it thn e \frst > 
aic inti-n Ir I ti nn (alt tlu i itiqii f the St dds 

tlu minstrtls of tlu old S indiniviins tlu- 1 icc, as the 
Laureate (Southej) ' 1 h qipik Kims ih m, 

btern t( iiifl ( 111 { il I 0111 ti itulure 
Will siuil 1 1 1 il itli 

The poetry of the \u li S ivin iftt 1 ih 11 civili iti >11 ind 
couvcrsi )n wis d i ditkn nt inJsiftej chiiat t 1 but in 
the eircumstan *'s of 1 11 in i In 111 1 ^ lx nit unnatiirill^ 
supposed to letuin to the wild (r iiiis win h iti m-'tt * k r 
foulithirs duiin.; tli time 01 1 uii m and untim d 
feroeiiy 


Noil 1 , p ( 18, -Ru i ti o C 1 1 1 y ion? 


The Intel Innq of a ruff uith tlic } 11 pru t 1 1 it 
entiit out oft 11 iriult I with Ki II ir I 1 d r ntiiut 1 il 
him anqlit In f lu vriv tun ms 1 m 111 i tlu sub|ttt o'* 
his alvtntuns iii tlu IJ > 1 ) 1 1 1 i iil Jii i tuni f nii 
thent t, It is rc( or k d h iw lie < \ h in ' d a p u J siu / 1\ ui 
ofthisinturr wliilea prismt r in (rtiiuin> Ilisopp lunt 
was the son of his pnint ipd w*!! ler and w is iiiiipiuknt 
as to Rivc the ( h ilk iige to this baitti of hufftls Ihi 
kiM^ stool forth Id e i tint mm iil utentd a bl iw 
wrhich sttfRirtd him In 1 tiuitil haMii^ pteMously 
wixed In hanl, a prarti e unknown I b lieic to tne 
Ri nth m n of the ina It rn f in ^ lu letni ni d the b >\ on th * 
car wntli sii h int ust is to V II his intai,omst < n the pit 
[ I his eviil lit is »tl itid i fell nv 1 hi \ in*, of Alin iiii 
Iiul a s >11 nun d Aukmi, inu< h di tinjruish tl f« his 
b kIiIj string th, win h h<* iicm 1 mis td iii ipiH)rtumt> of 
titspi i>uie Ht rip III id to till prison, tirtleiid tht I nclish 
kni,;hts t j be brourht f util ind ut > inirKuhird, isktd 
if he '/luld const nt t ) «'t ind i bufltt fi in his hand, m 
the I ondition of lx in/ dk wid tin tuui it Ihis sttanR* 
cli dlciiRe w i at cepn d ind tlie b' iw w is s > \ i ik nt th it 
Ruhird niUd iiruk r it, bat kc viu I him ilf , ind, in 
diRiixnt It haMUR < shibuf 1 i j r > f ol wtal mss, whuh lu 
attnnuted to huiaur (for he hid bun dtbiiicd fr> i f id 
hint e his arrival in pnsoii), stirnl^ a k«*d k i\e to d ftr his 
vt i/rance till the m nrow Ardoui /enerou ly tin intid, 
and 10 ik liis k ivt ifm 01 1 nnv; 1 lihn il s ipplj of n u 
and wine fir Ins huiifrre aiit ii, ) list Iktln hshinmii I 
has in/ dmtd pi nlifidh, pissft’ th c vi nin/ 111 w imiir hi 
hand b fore tht fin, in 1 ntind to rest Aid mr w 1 true 
n Ills app nntmtiJi, ind, jin ni m/ his fact to iht bins, 
h recly excliiint d, 


Siriitt Tv h rl with II th 3 unlit 
\s fli tii irt i ir 1 knii 1 1 
Ai I if < > r I p ( r Ik I I 
1 h ipe iiivt r to 1 1 ir shi 1 ' * 


H'lt unfortunatt Ij Ips powtrs ol ciidui iix e weie u )t equal 
to his (ouri/e , his ehtek bme w is t lUshed by tlu blow , 
he sunk to Mie /round ind instantly exjnrtd 

‘\\ hen this fual intilligi in e w is t iriMjcd tithekinjof 
Aliiiun heswoomd with ftiiff ind on his rccjserj /ivt 
wiy tosut li loud in i tl inioroiisHmeiit ition, th it tlie qmcn 
was ilaimed by the ouUi>, and hasti ned to Ins pre tiiee, 
where 'he was imni di iltlj appiistd ol hci misfortune 

When ihr quieii it un h r tool 
1 ir b rri w ten s slir w s iiii,h W03(l 
Si B IS X 1 Ilf*! (Tin th si ^pl 
As \ vf III 111 th It w III 1 tx rs/t 
Ml fi« fiuii I ill < film i 
Sin Tl nt tn r >1 » th it he in stoo 1 
Wruiv h r h il th it li* w h rii 
11 wt It III n r I irv srn yl riw 
T he kii II I 1 1 Ih < 
n 1 T fit lx I St , I J p t M It lilt " 


The sad sto \ w is no t cneum lanti dl> r'pente I and the 
kin/, asv.ikemd to ire h tm p,u „f ,tu( t 

orders thit tht pr^oners h uld bt kitt, d, and 

dehaiitd bom ill food nil iht diy of md when he hoptd 
Uwt the hfr of Rif hard w d 1 be s v i dittd tom vi n/t mce 
Pul Providenct hail dtrrit I ihu bis olistmito iijuMicc 
should continue to involve him m fresh cal mius 
<• * fjjs <^^g;hter a pnnews of ijnf.o«rnj w beauty, 


hapixmed to resemble her brother Ardour in decision and 
impt tuosity of i haracter t urious to behold the illustrious 
IHisonei, she epaired, with ihiee of her maidens, to the 
dun/con, ai rl ordered thit the Pnglish palmers bhould be 
brouf. ht 1 *foit hei. J he j iik r fAn yed 

I orth ht ftttt Kithard anonn/h*', 

1 nr li CKtti rhit lul) I rij; lit 
Aiil sill to 1 r with iitijt lite, 

\Mnt is thv will lil\ with nit?" 

Mh 11 si 1 si» hiiu with fjtn two, 

]I(r 1 \L slu ( ist Ilf on him tlu j 
An I s 1 1 1 1 hard 1 sai c I lO I nboi e, 

(li ill tl inp li t 1 tluf Inte I 
AI t 1 Sill in th It st imd 
‘ With wi ni, in I htiuiht In gioiind* 

S\ 1 It II I, ht in\ hied t > ll tt ■' 

A 1 1 r I M ijer is tl • ii liny sn , 
ill IS th It (th r d i> 3 criu 
i I It nil t lu dm k. nt liad 1 none!' 

11 1 1 ly ll 1 1 tf him 1 

*Hti pits ni(U(d \ nil si t \t( iisn i Not falisfitd with 
OTibnii} th t tilt tin c 111 mils < f iu 1 f itlu rseiiulty should 
Ih altiiid tilth suijlitdwith ill necf suit s, she enjoined 
the luhr to bum J uV' rd <\<is estiiin/ to herthimber 
in the (lisRiiis rf i sipiin 1 hi comp] iisant of 1 ic< r faith 
fulh cbtsid lur in liiuticn , and Ruhiid was lift with 
tlu btiiUilnl M it/fij to nn ill ite cii tlu sin/idarily of his 
dtsiinv wli b ift I ( id 11 1 mg I nil s ifily through all tlu 
ptiil fill IJ h T Liid h id ton i/iitd him to a dungeon 
ft 1 lu e,k till t iflii 1 1 u ft ol ro isUil k oi>se to a minstrel , 
iml hid I w ll 111 ]> iitti 1 im fi ni hi dungeon into the 
aims 1 i prim ,t who-'t ittci tu)n-> lit was timonseious 
tf I uin ll 3 tl iim e\(ci t ihit of killing hei brr therhj a 
k rt It 1)1 w I ll tlu tht 1 1 It IK 

\s the tiTCt of this imsui li id only hetn toiifided to 
thricinutkii ami i j uk r MiTg(i-3 ft It no ippreheiision 
of a dis o\(r\ Int i wttk bid t uteh (lapsed when 
Kit hud, on k nine tlie aj irtmtnt ti his nnstrtss, was 
irto*,uised lij i 1 iiu lit, wlio imnudiatth constsed the 
nilelligtntt to tin ling J he t fkiHlrd nioiiart h now sent 
m h istt for his cit at r ouncil, 

T Ills I IT in ml WI tl rk 
1 ) ttll ti th jt wreful work 

* 

and, t^plllnln^ to tlum h s r< is ns for desning thr death 
of kithud, It jm tel tl tin if p silk to stt aside the 
ktiui ll liw ol ] nit pt by whitli tlie peisonsoi kin^^s were 
dttliicd iiiMolal k iml tooidir the inimdliitepumshnietit 
of tlu tl iitor I lu t ount il took iht m.itu r into their scuous 
toiisitki itioii, tkl ittd during thite di>s, and (Oncludtd 
l> dttliriig ihtniselves imompctent to piss judgment, 
but ont (f them comp) u mtl> ittomnundtd to the king a 
nitiin judge n mud Sir 1 kirys, whost ingenuity in ton- 
dtniimig {irisours w is thought to he tinpaialk kd, mid 
\ ho would pit bibly suggest to In-, m jest* the means of 
veil.,** uKt 

‘^ir 1 ldi\s, icfolktting that he had sttn in the loyal 
iTtnikeiit ,i bon c f jn )du \ vp si/e 'iml fitnent's, advised 
thit iht inimd slitidd bt kti.t duiing some days without 
fotfl and th« i intr iduttd to tlu ]>ri umr, whom he would 
bi Miy hktly to flesour so tint his rinjisiy, who could 
not ht snsp itnl of a stfiit ntthigencc with the bon, 
would t bt iin til gr iiifit ition t f his ju*-! revenge, without 
having inftmgtd tlu 1 iw, by pissing smtcnce on a fiee 
and iiidtpeiidcnt ‘over Ligii Thi iquit ihle proj(< t was of 
coui t ad Tjittd by the king, and immediate orders were 
issued for carrying it into exictition 

‘ M irgcry', w ho }i id lu r spies in tlie council, being apprised 
of what bad pisscd instantly sent for her lover, warned 
him of Jus dinger , pro])oscd to him tlic means of escape 
fiom lur f iihu s Unitories and oflcied to accomp my him 
in his flight, 

'Wiili f ol I m 1 silver ,an(l greit tresoro, 

1 n >iil,h to Mat for evLrinorL 
Ki hii I Slid, 1 iindtrstind 
rhit wert m viTi (lie Ivw of lind, 

Aw ly to wind witiiuuttn leive, 

I he ki ig nc w ill 1 nought so grieve. 

Of the 111! ne pvc J iioiirht, 

Hun to shy noiv hive I tiiuiight 
1 3 r '^uiie ( 11 the third day 
J givf tlue hi heart to prey ’ 

‘ Ht then diitt Uil lu r to repair to the prwjn, with forty 
hiiidkeicliK fs of white sill, on the < vening 'Sbefore the 
comb It to oidti her supper in his cell to invite lus two 
fi lends at d the jaikr to the entertainment, and afterwards 
to piss the night with him* and the princess, wilhoat 
St wing to inquiie how far this conduct was compatible 
with thit sciup’ilons regard foi her father’s peace of mind 
by whuh Richard professed to be actuated, punctually 
obeyed all his directions, 

* In the morning, the tender Margery, tver tremliitag for 
ber lover’s |iafcty, and always fcarlegfc for ber WM 
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With grut <hfficulty persuaded to tear herstlf from the 
prison , but} having at length retained to hci .ipartmcnt, 
Richard bound round his aim the silken handkerLhicfsj 
and, 1 commending himself to C.od, calmlj awaited the 
aril val df the hon. * 

‘The animal, attended by two keepers, and followed by 
the jailer, was then led in and, as soon as he w is loosctl, 
sprang forwards to sei/c his prey Ruhard, larting asidt, 
evaded the attack, and it the simc time tlu monster 
such a blow on tlit breast w ilh his fist as iit n Ihd him 
to the ground. The lion, lashing himself with hi t itl and 
extending his dreadful p iws, now uttered a most hideous 
roar, and pieparcd for i more vioh nt ass lult but tlu heio, 
sti/ing his opportiunty whtn tlu nionstti s jnws wcic «x 
tended, suddenly dated on him, drf vt his irni d( wn tlu 
throat, and, giasping tlu hi iit f n il ly i< le it out thiough 
the mouth, togetlu i wiuh a pait i f the enti iils I hen, tltir 
piously rt turning thinks to Heaiin for his miiaculuus 
victory, he siiatcnid up the hli^cdniT h«ait, ind, without 
meeting with any obst ule, niirilud with lus tiophy into 
the great hall of the nil ui ] Sti in 1 IlioS of 

hn^Ush Romanie^^ flial of La ^ Z on 

No IE J, p — Jomallx Aunrv 

[Tins Cisteic ixn w is situiti in tlu ] 1 < is i it \ illey 

of the river Jure, or IJie in Jie Noith killing ct \ rk 
shire. It was eiei ted in tiie yi ir iis^ ind w is d« ^ti >>ed 
in is)7. lorniiilj tlnci niitinus tlu iiim wcii hit in 
a stitc neatly .ippioi lung tj iittii dinuliti n hit it 
1< nglli thiy wen n uid nil uid ilcu<.<l it the < sIh nsi i 1 
Jluma*- 1 ail of A^ Usbui \ in tb y< ir i'’ 7 Ilu mine 
of the abhiy oreut in i v iiietj of ioinis, sncli is ) jiv \ulv, 
Fci> iiix, tjCMcux, (»en luU j iivdl, Jurci uiv fi.c In 
Whitakei s fh^tory of huhmondshttt^ v d 1 , i gi und 
plan of the building is given, il mg with noLiK (f the 
tnoimmcnts of the old Aubots and olhei d%iiitanc which 
are still preserved J 

• 

ItoE K, p 0^3 —Hi Dcr Priests. 

It is curious to observe tint, in cveiy stite of soiiety, 
some sort of glustly ions >1 iii >11 is pn vuUd kr the 
menibai 1 of the comm uiit> , th ngli .c seinhli d f >1 puip )scs 
di imctriially oppoate lo icli}.i)n V ging of be girs 
hive ihtir I* itiK 1, and tlu banditti f tlu Apinuincs h ive 
among them pcisons 'icting 1 > iiunks in 1 pru t by wh >m 
they .ire confisstd, and who pirtorm miss befiic tlum 
Uiiqiit sti mabl> , such reveierid p< is ms, m sut has jciety, 
must act oininod iti thi ir in inneis and then morals to the 
community in which thc> live , ind if the> < in occasi maliy 
obtain a degrtft of itvtierice foi their supposed spiritual 
gifts, aie, on most uciasions, 1 laded with uniiuiiitul iidi- 
cule, as possessing acharactei ineonjiistciit with all aiound 
tlu in 

Jlcnce the fighting pir>on in the old pi ly of Sir Jdin 
Oldcastle, and the famous fiiai of K >bin Hoods bind 
Nor were such characters idi il I hen exists i moniti m 
of the ihshop of Durham ig mist iiiegulir ihuichnun of 
this class, who assoi lattd tlicinsilvi s with J iider robin rs, 
and dcsecifPed the holiest oftiie of tlu piiestlj tiinction, 
by celebi iting them for tlu Um fat ot tlncvts, roblwis, mil 
murderers, amongst nuns ind «) civmiis jf the cirth, 
without regard lo canonic il form, and with torn and dirty 
attiie^ and maimed rites, altogether impiopcr for the 
occ ision. • 


No Th L, p 69® Locivserv. 

From the ballads of Robin Ho id, we leain tint this 
celebrated outlaw, when in disguise, soiiu tunes a,jUincd 
the name of Iwocksley, fi mi a village whcic he was born, 
but where situated wc are not distinctlj t Id 

[According to tradition, a vill igc of this name w is the 
birthplace of Robin Hood, while the county in wliuh it 
was situated renuins undettimmcJ Ihf ic i a bto id'iide 
pnnt^ about the middle of the i7ih ctiilurj, will the title 
of* A Nenj HMlado/ Bold Robin floods sh ivv ing Ins biith 
etc., calcuiSted for the meridian of btafloidsbire But in 
the ballad itself, it says— 

In Locksley town in aerrv Nottlnghamshiie, 

In merty swci t 1 ocksley town 
There bokl Kubin Hood, he was bom and was bred, 

Bold Kobui of famous renown. 

Ritson says it may %crvt quite cm voll for Derbyshire or 
Kent, ah for Nottingham.] 


Note M, p 656 — CoviNc.sauRf.H or CoNisBRoucit 
Ca^ILJ, NL\R Do^cASlIR. 

Wluil I list saw this interesting nun of ancient dajs, 
one of the vc ry fi w rt m lining examples of Saxon fottifii a* 
tion, I w is strongly impicsstd with the desire of tracing 
out i sMl of the )iy on ibt siibjei t vvhu h, fiom some recent 
in 1 11 lint once with tlu nchili iinc of the ancient Scan- 
din ivians, seemed t > m pcinliuly interesting 1 was, 
hiwcvci, obli/dl bv cm um tintcs to proceed on my 
nun e\, with wit hisiin t i take nine thin i tiansienl view 
cf C )nini,sbuikh tlu 1 1 i dwells so sircngly in my 

nun 1 thvt I feel cm iiUnblv u nptc I l vviile a pa^c ur 
two in d( 1 iilii gal least the ullitu of nyh>]K the as, hav- 
ing lultir intiipi trust )( licet 01 icfutc cuiu lusiuns which 
lie |cthip-> ti > histil> ill ivvn 

liiosc wh 3 h ivc VI lud tlu At md I I inds aie finiiiiar 
with the clt 'll ripLion ct cisthi c illed b> the inhibilanis 
Bui).hs, end b\ thi lliglil indt rs fir tlu v aie also to b« 
fuind b >th in tlu Wc tcinJ Ic 11 d i nthc m imlancl Duns 
J*(nninl h ii cn>,i ivt 1 i vuw f ilu fun s Dun Dorna 
dilli in (jUncD ind tin it in in ns thus ill of them 
built liter ipccnliirtn di if n lim tuu vv hu h ai ^lu s a 
I in the m St pirimtivc I lU t cut) Ihc most 

lieilcct I Cl linen is ih it npen the 1 1 ind f ^^ousa luai to 
thr muni ind cf /ctlind, whuh la i il illy 111 the siiiie 
state 1 1 vvhi II mb ibitc cl 

Jt is X sinj. 1 * 1 mild lower the wall enrving in sliebtlj, 
aid then tinning ontw itd i iin in tlu fa rm < f i dice box, 

> tint tlu dcicndtis in tlu t 11 iinj,! t tlu bittci piotcct 
tlu I xst It is 1 nnud ( f I itl‘‘'l ‘ h led with cart, 

ind lud in < mrsC'i < r « nch with inn li i niputnc s, but 
withmt cement cf an> kind Hie t wn Ins nevei, to 
ippe u uicf hid r fl in\ >it tint u is 111 uli in 

theciiitic ifthe s]> u c wliu h It < u 1 < , md oiiiMii illj the 
building vv IS piohibly little in le th in i vv ill clriwu as a 
snt of screen itotincl the eit it eiiiTuil Inc cf the tribe, 
hut, dth )Uuh the me in (i iiucnuitv ct tlu biuldtis did 
not extend so fir as I > pi vi le i 1 )jf ilicy up])hcd the 
w int b> (onstriKtmg q irtincnts in the inte 101 of the 
vv dU of the town list If 1 he eiieiimv illation formed a 
dmble cm 1 isnre tlu inner sun of wliii li w is, m fit t, two 
kt t or three itet dist int fir ni tlu othci, md eoniiceted by 
X e jiieeiitiK im coflmgfl t line thu fr rimng a scries 
eif roncentru rmg» 01 tniss i f v ni us heights, ns n,, to 
the top tf tlu towel 1 ich of the c stoie> or galltiits 
h IS four wind ws, fu in dnei tis to tlu point', of the com* 
pi , and n ing cf caii t tc,,ijlirl> iluve each other. 

1 hese foul pr rpench nlar ranges c f w iiulow s idmittcd air, 
md, the fart Iv ing I iiidlcd he il c 1 sin I e at least t > r ach 
cf the gilleius I he i ct s fuin gilhiy U gallery is 
e pially piimitivc V i ith, on the piiTKipU of in inelmed 
pi me, turns round md r nnui the building like a ( rtw, 
md gives access i > the ditkient sterc v , intersecting each 
jf them 111 Us turn, and thu gr idn dl> rising to the top 
cf the wall of tlu town On tlu out idt tluic arc no 
windows, and 1 mix i el that m tml) iic, of i squat e, 
01 soiiielimes round firm, e ive tlu iiih ihitants of the 
Buigh .III oppoitunitj to eeuie any sheep or cattle which 
the y might pus css 

Such is tlu gciifril irrhiUctiiu of th it vciy e iilj pern d 
when the Noithnuii s\v pt th ei iiul hrmjh^ to their 
incie hoii cs, such as 1 hiv«. cli cubed them, the plunder 
of pjlislud n.vtions In Zell ind thci« ate several scores 
e f these ]hir n oe eup> in,, 111 c v e ly e isi , capes, he idlaiids, 

1 lets tind -.1 iiiLu il (c cf idviriLit,e siiigiilaily well 
chosen 1 lemtmbei the rcmiiii cf cue up* 1 an island 
in a small Ide max J tiwi k win h at high tide com- 
luuineites with the sti, the iccf'.s to which is veiy in- 
genious by me ms r f i rausew ly 01 dyke, xboi t flute or 
luuriiieht undo the urf ice of the w itn 1 his eaustway 
m ikes a sharp ant le m it apjiro eh t > th« Burgh. T he 
iiih ibit lilts, doubtless, wcie well icquaiiited with thii, but 
strange IS, who might cporoich in a hostile manner, and 
vvcit ignoi mt of the curve of the c lu c wa> , would piobably 
iilungc into the like, whir h is six ui seven feet m depth, 
at tlu le ist ihis must li ive been the device of some 
\ aub 111 01 (.oh Mil of those eaily times 

The style of the,c buildings cviiues that the architect 
po sissed neither the ait of u*-ing lime 01 cement of any 
kind, nor the ,kill to throw an aie h, construct a roof, or 
eieet a star; and yet, with all this ignorance, showed 
greet iiigciiiiiiy in selecting the situation of Buighs, and 
reguliting the access to them, as well as neatness and 
regularity m the erection, since the buddings themselves 
show a st> le of advance in the arts sc xi t cly consistent w ith 
the Ignorance of so many of the piincipol branches of 
architectural knowledge 

1 have always thought that ooe of th^ most curious 
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and valuable objrds of iiit «| nrK s his hctii to tract the 
pio»i»* s nf sj(i t I3 th(. tlfnti mule 111 tally !▼<«■ to 
improve the nnka s f lluti hr-.t <\r«chtiit>, until th y 
cilhei ai)j)i i h IX IKru , oi, i is most fitquently the 
cast, au mm; h I Ia w end funduiKiiliI disioserie*, 
which up* r i<It both the tirlitt and ludei S3steiu, uid 
the inM»j \ uinils which hi\t In en enrt ifted up m it 
I oi f \ in I h , W we torn t ive tilt ri tut thst o\t ry of to 
1)1 uiii h inipiovid 111(1 idipttd lo donii stic u-.t is to 
siipfi < h ill othti modi I f pi hum 'd mu tu luhi, \vt 
cm lit Illy supj) isc, s mu itnluiu dtu w iids, tlu lu ul 
ol i whole Situly of \iili,unu li ilf tniiud h) tin ths 
I )vtry of 1 1)111 of pitint ‘■null 1 ind 1' the h mud 

till >111 will h w old } 1 1 11 lit 1 iw lid i tint 1 >1 

tilt 1 )i 111 and ]mi]) t(f 1 ui ul 11 miniihmiii 

I illowiij,; s mu U( h ])im i| '< I on iiuiitud to rei lul 
tht sou ul 11 Ca til of ( >111 11 hii h 1 nu in th Si\on 
])utotit-i a Upiiiadx n i 1i 111 the uuh iii iiuci tun , 
if It lit (t\t tht niiiu, wl I )i mu t li i\ Inn loimnoii 
to the S IX m i t) tin i Noithiiuii J lit liiildnsliul 
alluiudthe Litifu iiu iim t ml 0^10 iii i Imildiiu;, 

-;u It inijii )\iiiuiil ( 11 til* iiiu.li il Pinu,li Ihil 111 tht 

unind 1 tt|i 1 sh i| i < til> i n m tin m ) t inti* iiL i isth 
till til iiuluis t \ iiitidmth *h 1 III th* v\ ill mil 
I lUii (^ lilt ditli ulij 1 3 win h itii i iiiu*I ti a 
ont St 1(3 l I til I il )Vi It ( mill Innuh siili i< t im tin 
suiiplu 113 I f Its 1 11 111 aid h i\\ s by wliit 1 m d*.,i«is 
111 Ul pr II nil ill 111 (ujauit mil null mil im invi m* nt 
1 li m s i wert dl id d 1\ tlu i dh ru f Iht (. i th 

of jSi 1 i, t > tlu 111 Jic spl till mi minu d iti 11s ih* 

N iniin* sil(s, with dl tlu 11 st* 1 n mltiothu lu* 

1 I 11 1 1 lit it till I 11 III i I u* lu w, i if tl * N will 

1)1 ( nlii to I 1)3 1 1 1 r I V mim iti 11 , )> it I tlu il th il n 
al islj ill ii\ III Ji t. nm 1 ui h o'l is in< in )f uii ns 
duly t I tli i w 'i ) 111 i\ w 1 II 1 1 ti i (111 lit t 1 V I 11 hi 

Ic Mil |i I r ill* (nil ] Il 111 th rs u 1 1 1 ( n 1 11 t 

Jt w ul<l 1 1 ih K II d '* (Il It i ( k III 1 1 * I h il 1 

b( t ik* 11 < f til t i ill f Mju i, IS It t umot hi wtll 

im 111 d 1 3 i I 1 m 

111* (, I I't il Liiim ’ Uc,h Js ihii dt mhiil 1> 
(1 ni^h — 

* I ht l isllt IS 1 1 ’ , (he oilMi will t'Uidlii T a 
phi mt ac<nt ft 111 iht ii\n h I niiuh ovit t )pt 1 > x 
In; h lull, in win !i (lu ii wn si md , siiuili a iht lu ul 

( i 1 IK h and 111 i,mliit nt \ dc, f inn 1 1 v n implnth* atit 

of WT dv mils, 111 wliuli flu stilt *<n»l J>im N< u the 
(istlti I but V iillul* LI n It t )ii I) IhentiiUt 
i ( 1 1 d ed I > ih 1 It 1 \ 1 1 ivdiiwciwal i t pint, b i c, 
aid llui* 11 i\(id 1 ml I II tlu <utti w al , ilu 
Liitr 11 < I h I ] u I f i it id i (bt < I t It tlu lilt h 

111 I bulk i d dl I 1 \ 1' i *p Ol tU t p Mill 

iliuuhs ud will 1 i t 111 I I hi it III (lit in hi h 
j< Ik f i\v ) 1 iMii I I li } I I nd Out) inili il t 

th I Iniii h^ It i II Ill'll lilt i I nd illd* i llin, 

on xvhuh 1 ui I 1 in m 11 h 1 t b t I md 11 th t 
111 » 1 with i hu *1*1 111 i \ 1 I will d sn nt a 
juui h iiniL'- i hill I 'ml Inn il w n p* lid I\ > u 
of the ludt i.io>>t> 11 jt uii cinin ) 1 m i.iiurth>ai(i> ai tins 


county. Sic it cne;iaved on the plate of trosses for this 
volume, plat 14, fiiy i Jhi name of Coningsbuigh, by 
whu h this I kstl< L,uts m tlu old editions of thi httiannta^ 
would lei'l one to ‘uppost it the lesidente of tjie Saxon 
kings it aft'iwaids belonged to King Harold Ihe 
Coiiniieior bestowed it on William d( Wanen, with all its 
piisihiM % and pnisiliction, wliith ate said to have been 
o\f 1 twentv t iglit towns At the < ornei ol the aiea, which 
1 <f in iiHpuIir foini, stmds the great ti Wer, 01 keep, 

I Hi id ( n i sin i*I lull of its own dimensions, on which lie 
ixxistp! ji ling biittiifcsis, ascending in a steep dnection 

to II )p ind stijipiit tht building, and rontinued upwards 
up tlu suh a Mill Its J hi t iwi r within f( tins . complete 
(lit It, txvtiit> mi ftet iliurifiei, tlu walls fouiteai feet 
thicl 1 he as( I nt into tin towi 1 is bv an exceeding deep 
fli; ht of sii < p slip font fi 1 1 Uid a half w idc, on t le south 
idt II iding to a low duoiway, ovci whiih is a cnculai 

II eh, CH sid by a gri it ti msoiii stone Within tins tlooi 
is till stiiir isL, whiili xs( ends straiglil tin ough the thick* 

III of tlu w ill, III t ( ( iiiiTui Ul am;, with tin loom on the 

to t (1 >01, Ul whose ciiiltc is the « }/niiig lo the duHsCon. 
ISiiitlui of tlusi low ci^ro* ins IS h Juul ex( ipt fiom i hole 
111 ihi til LIU thud *-t III , tlu 11 om 111 whu h, as well 

i in th It dl >\c It, I fini he I with lomj a t smooth stone* 
w ik, botli h iMti; ihintne> piLii , with an an h listing on 
tuple I Instiled jnllus In tht thud stony, or guaid-* 

I il itnher, is 1 in'll] rei i s with .i loophole, probably a 
he 1 1 h unhei, md in tli it floor aboxi a nu he foi a saint or 
h h w a* 1 p n Ml Knu im igints tins a S ixoti castle 

( tlu 111 t agts I ilu ileptmhy Mi Wjt>on thus 
i' id) a I 1 m th 111 t Hui t I tht stiond ♦lorey 
( hnd () 111 th( 1 I md) iw ly bv v tut in tb* wallfixe 
f it wuli I II* TI t toil i i 1 ippriui bed by a ladder, 
iiul eii i itllufiuiih t uy It m tht gi iiind iwoyucls 
fit III ti < <1 1 a tlu luad <t tin tui, 1 .m opining 

II nl\ ( i t u(i dl tyirtidin on ihi lidg* of tlu wall, 
win h dnninslu luht nu lies t uh storey , and this last 

] « inn h id mt > 1 >111 (i ehiinl tin fiit by twelve, 

Lilli fitutn >1 sivtein ln,,h, 'iiriuil with fitt&tone, and 
u| I itud by sni d' (iKulii ( Igmns of tlu saini, the 
i ipitxl nd inlu ^ t\on It his in t window, and 
on I uh silk 111 tlie w dl ibout four fitt frcMi the ground, 
a s( III 111 in with i h It md non pipe to t onvty the 
w Lt I ml ) ( I ihr in h tlu w ill tins diiptl is in one of 
tlu liuttii IS lilt no len if li without, foi titn tlic 
vMiuliWjth ii,hlii L within i only a long narrow loop- 
li ik, e net Iv t > III St * 11 w itlumt C)n tlu left side of this 
i Impel IS a small 1 1 iloiy, tiglit by si\, m ihi thickness of 
till w ill with a niilu in the w ill, and c nliglileneil a 

III ( k t JI h( k I lu f 111 ill tail tl im the ground, tt n feet 
wi t fi Ul till til ip» 1 d H T k uK to (he lop of the i iwer 
tin ln^h till thielius il tlu \ 11 whuli a top is hut tint c 
y rds J h ‘oMy u ih ut lift* ( n 1 * it fngh, so tlna the 
t wii wiU li* SI \i Illy fi\( liiLftom (he giound Ihcin- 

1 t linn 1(11 le wlusi din ( tM 111 ly he about twelve 

ft Ilu will a til li IK III if till ilimgeoii is filled 

\ ih St ni ( I m; h s I i t r (J Lu tditt ^ hfitamiiat 

* ecu i dilion, v > 111 p ..( 7, 
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AijtaJt, itlqsp. 

A la /tstu2fi> If lo tliL 

ItSCUC • 

Ah li 

Alb* If th( pluck. 

Amis fkutc 


A spu , 1 

smdl ikti 

1 uikish 

toin 

-IssorZ a. 

ihsolvi 

A ut d( malum < nta , 

Ri moy( 

till ill 111 


>011 

An Munaf lliil M u> ' 


Hand* a u n\riow I ind 
(>i liilit 

b(*n*t*aft sni ilHl it(*ip 
/ LnoTltjlj • no 
milUi. * 

Ikmdutft mt'^fd Hlc s 
you my thildun 
/jiftfuif X thikl » t i]>, a 
ni€rht t l]). 

Ik*Hk <tu7i(fiSf -x Inn 
ksqm ol the Suutu 
ot th( Romm Mi sil 
Jjovj handf kit h mil 
dlso wide of>lli( milk 
, Jhmsnutf boxing 
Jiudi/d, 

llif initf li>/:intmc ^old 
com. 


Cahahdf ont MTotd n 
f Lii t sciences 

ia/lanf long msI tied 
lound the waist with i 
jrirdlc 

Cufj d pie, fiom he -id to 
foot 

CVirifpci/^oldl rcnch silver 
com 

Vortilf wnticn challenge 
k tter ot defiancp 

specimen, touch, 

tuin 

CaiK adsuvif Bew.irt, I 
am her( . 

Cleik we V tliiLSf 
Adduss'me not lo 
priebt. 

Clipt within the rinq, 
mcdi ev il method of 
sweatinc: the comxge 

Clout f pm ill Cl ntre of the 
tirgtt liMiig U to the 
butt. 


i ithf s niiiie( lilt ii 
( wpn tft (t S d pAi I 
t ffXhL svinlx.! of S 11 it 
) imi 1 ihf Ciiiittr 

whos< hi me vv i it 
t ompo t( 111 
( ill* tit / , 1 < I ftss. 

( / // < , 1 )\V 

(ltd (fu* n* \\ ii ci\. 

I « / / , i 1 (idle! 
fill, I !(/i I com 
il) ut llie M/ ol th 
mode 1 11 1 m II h il nm 
( (/*< (r), itibti i ) 

vuwhh ( ) (i) poll I )ii 
of th( det 1 dt voUri lo 
the lionnds („) llit 
I luck ( flu ti sli k 
Si( Sir Jnstitni m 
St ott 1 *ot tu qlWoiJvs, 
\ol \ pp -rh^ 

( mftd fti n lowt t c id i 
<jt frill, \M iim iihoit 

tjOWii Ol h luit 


D (on mddondui Tan 

pit ( t (p t li 

c< iimir till Intthieii 
111 inns of th( Inly 
toiiirmimtN < f the 
It milk who fuqiKit 
till tomjunv ol mis 
1 iiidid wonu n ioi tin 
.^1 itilK itit n of thill 
Ik 111 ) lusts 

Lh ImtOf in fict, iitu 
Illy 

Ihm udt* 1 ill tuiti 
lh osaili ft ft /o/rs is 
lo the shuiiniiH of 
kis ( 

Jh pK fundi'* ditman 
* Out of tht d* iiths h ive 
I t ilk il 

Ih sdi ( h ft to, imfoi lun- 

iit , ilismlitnU (1 
Jh sjMti di( u t f piob ibl) 
i fimdul coiruption 
of Pardu /, liy <Jod 
Desjx ration • 

Ddin ditf/utti, due to 
th( more worthy 
Ihus fat tat salt am tl( 
(p 6 -r) (jodktcpyoiT 
Rivtrence sife and 
sound 

Deu\ votnsiuWf God bi 
with you. 

JJuoirf duty. 


J>/t u had, 1 drink voiii 

lit ilih 

DinijhilP, low fclloyyii 


/ n tnanf, 1 urw n 1 
Ln iKujH btlmiil tiu 
i kill 

Ljiofuta^ till f loiiml 
woil oi stLi\ ot in ( pit 
/ so nt ( III 
/ st) d , e ir ju t 
1 1 i ih nil* it (p 
«■ )x) \nd \( 11 O 111 l 
icytiiiul m isli 1 ) I 
such you, in your 
nil icy 

L nfti it if i* ndt t\ 
Lcpt whit IS lo It 
( \ti pled 

I o n mu HU (do t 1 
h dl c vconimuiiic uc 
vou 


laitis ( itaoi s pi H 
ihi ltd tits l)o yoiu 
duly 1 lyi knit,l)ts 
J ut till tas (tia, liiy 
w ill be d m 
ItiVlHf flltVNM 
/ lint nun ot tht iiv,ht 
< It 

J/ttf/tlH if tin lid*'* 
fill dorii < f lilt d to i 
Sut iiU K iti topic id 
It till 1 n )i li 1 ) 11 
I If nth 1 1 u H nil (h i y il 
loin ilioutlhi I/I ( I 
modi in 1 n Itsh (k i n 
1 H ti/ tias sti t 

ptintiKii 111 h jml s 

si in ' whiih hi hi( n 
iindcnd thn tylnn 
dlls tiiki (ojin) till 
holtk lh( woid 

Ott 111 in I hi K>ne 

and the lb iniy t ind 
m ‘ King I dw iid md 
lilt Sh pill id u 
H i/litt s Lilly 1*0 
]>iil ir 1*01 try ind 
H utshoini s ‘ Me ri- 
cil laics.’ 


Gam at, a ‘cUe in music 
{jiue te Lorhtau, Beware 
ot the lavcu. 


fri dand, collet tiori of 
sliort poi III 

(it lttto\li tt (ft (ji sen), 

lot inou i ui ISIS liy 
t (I ns sill flu And, 
iij in IT y\itli 111 I gory 
fill ti tn 1 ill ont 
of 1 I ik 1 1 I ins c in 
1 1 lonnd And fibious 
111) umnjiii d h\ i 
I wouiiil (Kowi s II in- 
I 1 lion ) 

\ i dam 1 1 mu , sjk xr 
ltd fit tliJo It inn nil 
I (i aminu, ninth oh 
h n d 

(lutdii I oiti yyiilh 
- pi 

(u/o / ///// oil of 
I ooul I nil 


Ilattfudon li dhfrfukct 
}>' iltd with in 111 
Util Jhiia, hour 
III dill I 

llafliuif lull of 0 lUti 
]> liny 

JJalttttmi hcl n hoii 

I 111 

Util ft ( fu‘>t S soil in- 
y idi 1 il 1*1 Him and 
1 im of Ki nt 
Ild tin / 1 ISC loyy xidly 
//( / t( (/ tit OC ifit j\H 

th it 1/ Hi wilt 
xiiul I tht j>ctnl c ire 
lif tins * lint 

JI ill/ Nandtmt, Itay of 
th* \\/ till hilllt of 
North ilk 111 n (jiv)? 
whi it till Si\ons, who 
k fi III d the Scots, 
look with them into 
the fu lit th( bxnmis 
of four s 111 ts. 


if arm, iht lull of the 
« ancient (mils 
JnUr sar/trs among 
^lt^ld thills. 

Jti iht (hat, 111 the 
ycry ccnlre ol the 
taig( t. 


K^wve, servant* 
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Lac cicxdum, soui milk. I 

Lac dulce, $>\CLt nnlk | 

Laissez alter i I ct ^ o * 
dvvay ' I 

Larg^ 6e \ ^ift I 

La Ho fin (' 1 1 H (ultu 
it d s I / 111 

Oiifcn o\ Ik luty md 
< f I (>\( 

hat) t niio Hi, T. noted 
rol her 

7t (h)i (tamounnsf 
fiutHf the hi h( M 
fivour tint love cm 
be blow 

Lte ja fi the* s ifc or 
sh( lit If d sid 

L ‘iiiiud jXti pojle 1 
(Itild 

1 cun, hj^htninfj 

Lnud £>null coin. 


Mnhovni Mdiointt 
M III tiunl 
Atnnuni X , i h ipi I 
])i(e( 11 hunk 

Mail i^l , I t< w ird, 

|)lll V > Jl 

Mamus, III old com 
iboiit jb 0 1 

Man / m (, en me foi 
prujtdin^ tom 
M (nus imp n it in 
Si run Domini to 1 ly 
)i iiids on the sciv mib 
of till 1 ord 

Mima ti, loppir < )in 
umi thin^>^ libb thill i 

f II thill r 

Mark old com woilh 
ijs 4d 

Moufu dt pile 
M I i, lliiele ol tlu 
comb it 

M luoiif seiiH opi 11 hel 
111 t 

M tit di ma in t J) iili 
of niv Ilf ’ i stioii 

itilllll ItlVC 

Miiti Imnt r e ill it 
the di itli ot the bt ijr 
Mot bii.,Ii n tt 
M Hilt jt Iff Stud D ms 
i\\ ir ii\ ot the 1 lend 
C lUbideib 


\thuh) i/Hidtm ifjod 
for nothing fellow, 
e imp 

i\ iimbli s, the testicles of 
the deci 


Ojtclat 
jLid e 

Oubliftt a dungeon pit 

Ohtnjods foilmlL i Quite 
iinposbiblc I Ciod foi 
bid' . 

Oifc Heir ittcnd 

2*ai avioujs, by illicit 
lo\e 

PiiL lobiium, Peice be 
with you 

Pi la/t 1 chum 
tin t ehb as< 

Pntii it I K i b con 

tiiniii ]Hifiiiii s 

Pi ptii n i^iitatdii fti 
(p 0—) I loin nee 
It) in 1 to (hive iw ly 
the re Id 

Pyil iiii^pic 


(^iiticfi niH runt fen ti i 

Wliv d) tl hi itlun 
1 u ? 

<Ju til y mil »■ w mm 
Qit / nut his jn 1 1 } ) 
j It lolant df iiitKi 
(tat lint no om w ilk 
lei oidiiig to hi projici 
will 


H IS adit rase ils 

H at Spmisheoin worth 
V\ 

In ht d( hunters cill 
to till d >^s 

11 id I (t thiti i pul hit 
t i tu tint I ht km I 
sh ill rej >iee m thy 
bt mtv 

1 Itinj, ihpt loitliin th 
niedicvil iiuth I of 
swiitm tlu I 11 ^e 

Hi It Hilt i pjetieil 

loiii inee 

Ji tdi / / i tom i t till 
the In i (1 iin ^.i mli I 
tj i Siotili iihoi iti 
to Jilt id It the 1 nglibh 
b ir 

Hindi I \ null bill cl 


StiLiing tuH nnll bcU 
usi d It 111 li miss 
Saint Itiuisian Sixon 
sunt nil I irchbislijp 
b 9215 A i> 

Su i nt ithola s Unis 
highwr lyrn^n 


Sancta Maria, Holy 
Miry 

Sudlop shtll Sec tuni 
jmiella 

Stinpci yfuitiiaiiir, tt 
(P bj-j) I hi livening 
lion lb cvci to be be itcii 
down 

Siiidal, li ht iilk or 
thii ad Stull 
Stuer a head butli r 
Shiudintf i term of 
e 3ntt nipt foi a monk 
Sifil s( il, sij nitiiu 
SitiLtii u, I w om m b loose 
liQit rolu 

St fills siuidtnti Diabdu 
If my ont it tlu 
tion ol iht l)e\il 
isl t hound, sfLutli 
noun >tl hound 
So tit thambii f,inet 
Ol upjii 1 th mil ir 
S tt / divin itioii oy 
driwin^ 1 >1^' 

S d at I dm jiiid to 
till ( hurth It el itli 
Sf in /at ijouth 
(Stan tar t Ikddt of Jlohj 
S<t II Ij 

Stilt tali, i gime in 
whieh bills an diiven 
from ‘'tool to stool 
Stoini fl ^i n 
Sti It quality 
Shde pa atm if Ste 

/ udif banduis 
Siti pu d If pi esumption 


Taltmul the llilrtw 
end ind e monie il 1 iw 
Ti npt tr tlu servict 
boelv on which o illu 
wen swoin 

Jenna f tut fibkdOii 
tiilil liviiiity noUd 
ft I liib tmbulent cli i 
1 let I 

fht V ant nnn thi ill 
mtl btiidsin m 
Tt ttif, totti ry 
/ at d f ill, 'x ft it 
! i 1 1 mt , to e h iii^i 
lit f t )ii), eoiijf roi 
u robil 

Tint h i in in a 1 c 11 ty 
ft ler 

Tioid, to jmsh 


( ndnlie to bi r pen 
Slide for 

Lnn, A wdd ox. 


, wavbrlev 



in eeclesidbtical 


Ut fredrts non tonver 
seidur tfi (p 638), 
1 hat the biclhren may 
nut cornel sc with 
« sti inge women 
Ut flatus non paitin 
pent eii (p Hut 
the bieth 1 11 111 ly n< t 
obsocnti \ ilh the cx 
eummimic lu 
Ut Jutfiantui oscula, 
lint dl kissing u to 
be avoided 

1 1 ho etc (p 6p) lint 
the lion miy always 
be beiten down 


Hr Li h Woe to the 
N mquishcd 
T ad to lower 
I ah tamhiii won mi 
mniiit mil 1 are we 11 
thin ind keep me in 
It lilt iiibi mtl 
\ nt md vi ill son fort st 
md the g ime within 
It 

1 ii pi lu pi IV lte life 
\ uinm Ithfaat ih 
(p 6 tj) Wim nukes 
gild the he lit of 
nun 

1 in lai old 1 rcnch diort 
jiot m 

1 is iiintid' pabbivc le- 
sisiinu 

1 1 tut \ visor 
] tiff ill 1 Chnsliin 
Pritish prince who 
mvittd over Hcngist 
who c dmghter Row 
cm he monied 


U a s had. Be m he dth. 
Hie reply w is DnnO 
had 

II aulei a b iton or staff 
I f aiilhonly 

M assail ale or wine 

SJ)Kl I 

llffs/tf line white bre id. 
Wtasand windpipe 
II lilt pie \ veil or 
hood 

IV ih )iaqe7not€ Saxon 
eouneil of wise men. 


/icthin gold Byzantine 
com, about 9s 4d. 
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Ti nonhl hr thtjt ulf 1 f)} an / f t / i fr\m 

uhtf 1h( iiihi) t I nuio tfl i t if m fit if 
mil all hit at }i ss i' lo ) n 1/ f is i 
affis a h //, an I i an i i t Ih i tl I a a (an 

fioin his on n < >i niii/ s// til / > s fa (h n 
of his nnt afl iiipf fh( < llta/iliiins f ]/(h< 

III (In nnnu hai n fhb in It I (f I s mi / 
mil JUit ih inrsfin u lajii ^ n hi h il il i 
hi ihaiKfi of sifs/ m /ms iliidifi (ajialhisi ;/ 
h tion noi IS if inufh nhil (n atfniijif i tlh j 
ah it mast ht a m iff t f i Uf hUh an fU n 
JJn Ip Hi) at plan d th sfonf aas^ (> (on/oin 
tail uinaiUoi in that hi sf! nf ami ant nt as 
aifa ahoy thioim into sitaatnns iihi It ipm th m 
*li(fniiit 11 as oil th sidjat tf Hu It f niin*t n, 
shouldf u ith thi saint snia uti/ amt pm it if of inh n 
tamydaliinti (h nisi las, tin i m * ith sappnfoffhi 
sinl inq fabru of tin (\ithoh iliaahytin othu to 
thi (stablishmcnt of tin Jirfo) mafiloifinns It a as 
supposed that satin iiUiustni fsuljats for nanatiu 
mtqhtbi dn urd fioin opi}psnnfti tsuih t ntnusi ists 
to cuth othu in (hi path if hf and anitiastmij 
Hn nal umth of b Hi v if It (In ii ji issn ns and pti 
jtidu(&, win loialifns of M 'it si suit / Kill tin 
semerif of till pioposid stori/ tin i unis tin ins h s 
fomi a sphndid fhatfn foi anif ti i fu nuiimt 
uhnh miqht be hiouifht foi urn t p nnd to th 
vmmtif of tin fim nniy u i(h at! its tnhutaiif 
st t earns, ^j^0R'intf flnoiufh a annitii/ ulnh has 
ban the *^nie of so ihulIi fidu tifhtinq and d 
rn h ii ith so man if raollectionsi f foi nn i tnni s, and 
lifinq almost uiidii the iminidniti (ifect tin auilnn 
bit vhom theif uni to h usaf m aim posit on 
Tin situafionpossi ssid tin tint taoiiimmdn'ions 
On tin opposiit bank of the Tuad iiinfht bi sail 
the rimains of anennt autosuns, w/toundid bq 
9yca m oi cs and ash trocs of cons ic/c / a hie sun. 1 In v 
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till 01 f / i I fl iiift II tnabh ifiound <f a 
u hi f nil III td t ) i s/nifli hid, tin abodt of 
a lish I HI II In also in nia , a I 1 1 if I he 

I ft 1 1 II ! th (hutih uln It in t asfid fin a. 
In siiu ait ) I st fshaidtiftil fl a ed u dhout 

II / I f tin sj f th nihaf ifinifs hia n If qiadnat/y 
ithh n I f th il f I / tons fivn if Uata 

ni Is 1 1 i h h IS ns n I do a nsuli nttion, udhtu 
tuo in 'is if thin ii i (Id nn nuod Supt istUious 
ltd h u lily has ' n ndi I 'hi disntid ifioas v ith 
imaf t in fs f iif ptif tin uanf of tin imntal 
i Hants ilnhia itis ifi ( d Tin ritnnd and 
ahnifoiiil ilnnih find r/ I olds ah has bun h nq 
hlu I d to In hau d 1 1 q tin fan t s and the dap 
t Had can id if In hn d u halinq in moonliifht 
loan I fit I lot of tin sft p f ad , u d! Hu inimbfi 
if fl s onfiniiHif fihndid foi slnlhr mund the 
f lids (f tfn affaif i , f id n ii f i‘‘sndiiiq the e^ut 
if siaffi ! d and d fa In / qtius fiH up the dai 
uhi h out uoul t 1 1 nn in nn i fan fi ; t for a sinu 
that (tbn m an I (itiua Mab miqif ton to rent 

III I Inn ai n lanqs uhni Hn spa tutor mnjht 
I Inn, udh Jathn (haunt that the 

(Put xn of I at ty , 

// itk h If/ ani fi/ty and \yni/honyy 
If at d ti/fniji, at thi /late 

inoHi 1 and i ini a mon famdiar lefuqe of the 
tlfm tit ( if tu inon is to he intsfuf), is the qlin 
(f ih( nnty at rntfn t bnul , inamd the UUn, 
uhi Ii falls into fhi 'fund fioin th noithwatd, 
about a qua I fir of a inih abou Hn presaif hridqi. 
ts the sfieainlif finds ds u an hi h nid Lord hornet 
1 H( s Inndinq sad, infhd the fanlion, its valley 
h ts It n pipuhii/if tirnnd th Fan if JhaUf or 
lathii th hannhss Jhan, bnause of the supposed 
ill lad attach d by th pofiiihtr fttdh of anennt ^ 
tiinib to any otu idw innjht name or allude to the 
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racef whom our Jttfhf'rs (lisHufjuhhcd as fhc Good 
NehjhbourSf avd the JTiifhtaiuiers called Daoiiit* 
Sitllc*, or Men of hace ; rather h}/ v'tiy of compti- 
woifj than on account of any particular idia of 
friend '{hip or pacific relation which (dher Hiijh- 
fandcror Jiurdcrvrvnicrtainedtou'a rdHihc irritable 
heinys whom they thus distinguisMj or supposed 
Ihini to hear to humanity.* 

fn evidence if the actual operations of the fairy 
people even at this fimej Id He piects of calcartous 
matter are found in the (jtni after a Jlond^ which 
either the labours of fhise tniy artist'ij or the eddiis 
of the brooh amonrj the stoneSj hare for mid into a 
Jantastic resemhiance ofeups, sauctr'^^ basins^ and 
the HkCy in which ehddrt n who gather ihtm 
tend to discern fairy utni'^ils. 

Hi sides these eireum stances of roniantie localitif, 
mi*ii ]>au]H*ra i ( as ('apt a in iJahji tty denom in - 

ales his territory of J)rumth waclat) are. houndtd 
by a snuitl but deep lafe^ from which etfts that ytf 
look on the Tight are said in have seen fli< waterbult 
ascend^ and shake the hit is with his toar. 

Jndcid. the enunfry around Melrose^ if possess- 
inij less of romantic htautu than iome oflnr.'^cme.s 
in Scotland, is eonueefid with so man a associations 
of a fineijut nature, in which the imagination 
takes dcHyht, as might wet I induce one erni Jess 
attached to the spot than the ^iuthor, to areom- 
nmlutCf aftir a (jinerat manmr, the imaginar]i 
scenes he. was framing to the toeatdifs to which he 
vuisparfiaf. Hut if would he a mfsafipn fa nsion 
to suppose that, because Mi hose man in give rat 
2 )ass for Kennaguhair, or Ineaust if agisis with 
scenes of the Monasfi ry fn the circa ni stances of 
the drawbridge, the miftdam, and otlur points of 
resemhtance, that, fheriforc an accurate orperfet 
local similifude is to be found in all flu particulars 
if the picture. It was not the purpose of the 
Author to prisent a landscape copied Jrom nature, 
but a piece of composition, in u'hlch a rnd lan*, 
•with which hi i’> familiar, had affordid him sonu 
leading outlines. Thus th>' n semidance of the 
imaginary tUnulearg with the nal rule of the 
Alien isfar from bn'ng mmide, nordnUhf Author 
aim at identifying them. This must appiar plain 
to aU who know the aetunt eharactir of' the Ghn 
if Alien, and havt tahin the trouble ta read the 
account of the imaginary (Uendcaeg. The strea.u 
ill the latter ease is desrribed as irandering ilav n 
a romantic liffte rat teg, shifting ifsitf. ajtcr tto 
fashion of suck a brook, from one sitfr to the 
other, as it can most rasily find its passage, find 
touching nothing in its progress' that g ns toh u 
if ruftiration. It riws near a sniitarg lowt r, the 
abode of a supposed (diureh 7v^isvr/, and ila scini 
of several incidents in Uw rotnanei. 

Tto nal Atli n, on the contra rg, afferhaversing 
the romo/dic raeine called the Namth'is Jhan, 
tin own of from side to side all 'rnafi lu, tile a 
billiard halt ripdtul by the sidis oj I he fable on 
which if has hni ptaged, and in that part of its 
course risindiiing tin slnam which pours down 
Gluidinnj, muy bi i raced upmtrds i/do a more 
open country, where the haul s ntriat farther from, 
each otm r, and the rule e.cf,ifd(*{ a good deaf (if dry 
ground, lehich hi/s oof hen nighded bit the active 
eulUvatars if the oistrief. Jf urrms, (on, at a 
sort <f term i nation, ,itriking in dsetf, but total fy 
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irreconcilable, with the uarratire of tJir romance, 
Inst I ad of a single peel -house, or border tower of 
difine*', sa,h as Dame Glnidinning is supposed to 
han tnhabilid, the head oftthe Alien, about five 
miles aboee its juniinm •wHh the. Tweid, shows 
tkrei ruins of Jjorder houses, bi longing to diferent 
proprietors, and each, from the disire if mutual 
support so natural lo irouble„omr tinas, sHuaied 
at (he eefrunify if the propirtu of which it is the 
jtrinrijiaf mes'iuage. Oni of these is tJa juinous 
mtnisLon-hoiise oJ J1 ilhlap, fnrmert y th( piopeiiy 
of the Cairucrosses, and now of Mr. fnnes if Hfine ; 
a sfcond, tiu tower (f Hot ms] te, an a /wind inherit - 
anr( of Hu Borthwiek fanut g, as is testified by their 
ctesf. Hie goat's load, wlneh e.vists on ih( ruin ; a 
third, the house if Laugshair, at>o ruinous, but 
jieafi'-h ii‘h theiu’'j,ri^ Utr, Mr. Jta'Htii of Jt rviswood 
and Mt tlf rstain, has bui/i a smatt shooting bor. 

AH the.se ru/n<t, so stranget y huddled togdher ill 
a vt ry solitary spot, hare recolleetions and tradi- 
tions of their turn, but none of Hum bear the most 
dmfaid r( s( mhlavee to ilu dt serijtf ions i/i the 
lomanee of the Montfstery ; and as the Author 
eouhl hardly hare erred so grossly rigardiiig a 
ipof With in a inorniug'^' ride if his own h$7ise, the. 
tnjfjriur is, Hud no nsf mbianre iras inti nded. 
/Jiltslap is nmembi red by the humours of the last 
iuhahitanh, I wo or thru itdertu Indus, of Hie class 
of Miss liny land in the Hid Manor Jlonsi /t* though 
Ifss imporfani by birth and fortunt. Vohaslie is 
coin me mo rat id m sung:— ♦ 

Cotirsfic stand' on Colmd i hiU, ^ % 

/III antif it de,o\ } oiind Co/ni\lie u/iit ; 

I he Old I and the 1 1 In eam^ lonnily. 

And it i. up nai/i He .ohi/pcn c/ ColviHic ' 

J.angshaw, although linger than the other 
•mansions asscmhbd at the land of Hie suppostd 
(Huafearg, ha,> nothing about it morr remarkable 
Hum the ihseripfion of Hu presdit proprietor over 
his .shoofuuf lodgr — Dtiiiain Lniu- i^tiain vin.s 
ijn]>l*'.iju {iiiiicis -a •modtsi wish, lefneh I know 
iu> oiu mon capabh of attaining upon an extendi d 
Slab, than the genth man viui has cxjii’isscd it 
upon a timihd one,'^ 

Having thus shown that / rould say some- 
thing of Hu sc disotab'd tou/ir, whirl the ibsire if 
social mtcreoursi , or the faeuity if m uiuat defence, 
hud it ran n (ogdfu r at thi head of this glen, / need 
mi adit any Jin/her reason to shoir that there is 
no tesdnbhnur bflocen them and the solitary 
habitation of Jhinw /'Jf.yifth iHeudinning. Ecyond 
thaw dterf tings uiS wnu remains of natural u ood, 
and a eousfdi ruble portion of morass and hog; 
fail / iroulfl not lulei^e any irhv may h curious 
in loealilu^, lo spend tinu in looking for the 
toun/ain and fioHu-fro if the IVhde faOg. 

If h'te I am on Hu suhjeel, / may add that 
(\ipfain i^luHt rbuek,^ the imaginary cdikrr of 
the Honasfi ry, has no real prolot y pc in ilvc village 
if Mil rose or lU ighbourhood, that ever J saw or 
iu ard of. To give some indi vidua! ity to Hi is per- 
sonage^' he is diseribid as a character p'hich some- 
films dears in actual society— a peftfon •who, 
haring spent his life within, the •necessary dvdies 
of a technical prgfission.frcnri which he has been 
at IdujHt emaneipated, finds himself without any 
oeeupafion whatever, and is apt to become Hicpr&g 

+ ir»y Cliarlotu* Smith. Lontl. 1793 .] 

1 Note A. llillsl.ip and Colinslie. 

^ Uhcc Appendix, Introductory Kpi&tle.] 
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of vnuMi^ uivtil he discerns some petty sHhject of 
invest iijation commensurate to his taloifs^ the 
study of which gives him employment in solitude j 
while the conscious possession of information 
peculiar to himself adds to his consequence in 
socidy, J hare often observed that the lighter 
and trirail branches of antiquarian study arc 
singularly useful in relieving acuity of such a 
l indf and hare known fhrmscrh many a Uaptain 
Olutferbuek to retreat ‘upon ; / iras the re fore a 
goal deal surprised when [found the antiquarian 
captain identified with a urighhuur and friend of 
my oicn^ who could neve-r hare been confounded 
with him by any one who had read the book and 
seen the party alluded to. This erroneous idenfi- 
fieathn occurs ni a work entitled ‘ 11 lust rations of 
the Aullior of Wtiverley, heiptf NoHees and Anec- 
dotes of Ileal VharncttrSj nes, and /nculrnfs. 
sv}>pos(d to be described in his works, by Jloberf 
Vhambcrsl This iroik v'u.s, of course^ liable to 
'many errors, as any one vf the had must he, 
w/iaterer may be the ingiiiuHy of the author, 
whleh tahts the ta\k of t j'ploininq what can he 
only known to anotlu r person. Jlisfales of place 
or inanimate things njirrul to are of rent little 
vtomenf ; hut Ike ingnnous author ought to have 
been mwrn eauliouH of attaching rial niimis to 
petit ious charaeU rs. I ih ink it is i n the Spocte t or 
W(i read of a rustic wag, who, in a copy of ^J’ho 
Whole Duty of wrote opposite to t very rice 

the 'name of some individual in the ‘neiglibour- 
hooil, and that ejreflenf work into 

a libel on$ irhole parish. 

The SCI wry bung thus ready at the A id hods 
hand, the rcminiseenetsoj tJu country inn iqually 
favourable. Jn a land whirr t hi horses remained 
almost constantly sada/ed, and the sword sildom 
quitted the warriors side —v'here war was (he 
natural and constant state of the inhabitan/o, and 
pence only cji'isfed in the shape of brief and Jiver- 
'ish Iriiees -t^a re could be no want of (he means to 
eomplicate and extricate the inriJenfs of his nar- 
rative at pleasure. There was a disaii rant age, 
‘notwithstanding, in tnafUng this JhnAi r district, 
for 'U had been already ransacked bg the xlidhor 
himself, as well as others; and unless jinsculcd 
under a new light, was likely to aj'ord ground to 
the objection of (. ramhe his cocta. 

To attain the indispensable quiillly of norclly, 
some/hinij, it iras thought ^might be gained by 
eonfrasling the character of the. vassals of the 
(liureh with those of the ilepe^denls of the lay 
barons, by ‘lehom iheg were surrounihd. But 
much advantage could not he ilc rind from this. 
7'hcrc were, indeed, differencis hctwirl the two 
classes, hut, like tribes in the mineral and vege- 
table world, which, resembling each other to 
common eyes, can he sulficiently well d isrri mi noted 
by natural isis, they were yet too similar, upm tlm 
whole, to he placed in marked contrast with each 
other. 

Mach inev'iurcmained —th e introduction of the 
,SHpernati0fm a7id 7nar7rlloifs ; the resort of dis- 
tressed authors since the days of Horace, hut whose 
privileges as a sanctuary hare been disputed in \ 
the presort age, and wdl-nigh explodid. The 
popular belief 710 longer allows the possihilifg of j 
cjeiste 7 ice to the rare of luysterious beings which \ 
hovered behrixf this world and tlwU 7rhich ‘is in- I 
visible. The fairies have abandoried their moon- \ 


light tuif ; the witch 7io longer holds her black 
orgies in the hemlock dell ; and 

Lien thf last ImgeriHg phantom ql the bra «, 

1 he churi.!' yard ghost, ts ftoiv at fcst again. 

From the discredit attached to the vulgar a7ul 
7iwre common modes in which the. Scottish super- 
stition displays itself, the Author was induced to 
hare reeourw to the Inaultful, though almost for- 
gotten theory of astral sjurds, or creatures of the 
elements, surpasdng human biings in knowledge 
and power, hut inftnor to them, as being subject, 
after a certain space of vtars, to a diath which is 
to them annihilafion, as they have no share in the 
pro7)iise made fo the sons of Adam. These spirits 
are sujtpowd to he oj' fiat r distinct kinds, as the 
eh ments Jroni which thiy hare their origin, and 
an known, to tho.x who have studied tin cabal- 
istieal philosophy, hy the names of tSylphs, 
(Inomes, Sala mamiers, aiut Faiiuh, a.Ahey bihmg 
to the elemrufs of Atr, Furth, Fire, or IV ate r. 
Thi gnwnil reader will find an entertaining 
nceount of these ehmnitanj spirits in (hr French 
book enfitlid Kntretieus dii ('oiiilo dfj (hibalis. 
The ingenious Jiaivn de La Motte Fougu^ coni- 
po\(d, in fhnnao, one of the most success fill pro- 
duel ions oj his ft rt lie Irain,^ whire a biautiful 
and inn ajjliciing ijftef is print ueid hy the intro- 
d act ton of a with r-nymjih, who loses th< privilege, 
of immortality by concent ing fo tneo 7 ne acee*,sible 
to human feelings, and uniting her lot irith that 
if a oiortal, who ti eats her with ingratitude. 

In imitation of an e,iirmple so sueee *\ful, the 
If hifi Jjiidy if ..ti'inel was uitrodueid into the 
jollowing sluets. Ahe is r>j}rfsen(fd as connected 
with till family of ^Irenel by om of those 7 nystic 
ths uhu'h, iu anehmt finus, were supposed to 
cjist, iu eriiain eircumsfaneis, biluren the erea- 
thns (f thf eUmnits and the ehildrin of nun. 
Such instances if mysfirious union are ireog7ii,srd 
in Jretanil, in (he rial Miledan families who 
ai'e possissed of a Jkinshic ; ami they are knouii 
among the traditions of (he Highlands, vdiwh, iu 
many easis, altuehul an imminial bring or spirit 
(o th ' strriec of part ie a tar families or tribes. 
These <b inons, if they a re to be eat led so, announced 
yooil or t ril fori une to the families eomieeted with 
flam; and though some only coniiesei nded to 
meddle with matters of importance, others, like 
(he May Mollueh, or Mind of Ho Hairy Arms, 
comb see nded to mingle in ordinary sports, and 
eirn to dt7rct the chief how to })lay at draughts. 

There was, therefore, vo great riolr7icc in S7ip- 
pnsing such a he fug as this to hare e.n'sfed, while 
the eh mentary spirits iren hrlinrd iu ; but it iras 
more difficult to ih'serihe or ihiagine its attributes 
and principles y’ aefiim. lihak esprare, the first of 
authorities ni such a rase, has painted Ariel, thaJt 
beautiful creature of his fancy, as only ajgiroach- 
ing so near to humanify as to know the nature of 
that sympathy which the ci'catures of clay felt for 
caeh other, as we horn from the exjaressioii — 

^ Mine would, if I were human,* The inferences 
from this arc singular, hut stem capable of regular 
deduel ion. A bring, howceer superior to man in 
length of life— iu power over the elements — in 
certain jH'rciptions respecting the preseiit, the pa^t^ 
and the future, yet still incapable of human 


^Wndinc. Bcilln, 1811.J 
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2ta8sio}is, ofsnilimrnls uf moral f}oo(l anti rvil, of 
mrritimj jafutr n'irarda or pfaiishmenf^ bchmjs 
raJthrr to th*' rlasn of animals than of human 
crmliar'i^ and must therrforr he prrsunml to art 
moyrfroni lemporar}! hfiKvohncc or ra price ^ than 
from anyihbuj ajtproaching fo feeling or reason- 
ing, Such a hriiufs superiority in jnnver can 
only be compared to that of the elephant or lion^ 
irho arc greater in strength than man, though in- 
ferior in the scale of rreaiion. The ptfrtiuliftet 
’iNneh we suppose such spirits to entertain must he 
nice those of the dog ; their sudden starts of pas- 
sion, or the induJgenee of a frohe, or misehief, 
may be compared to those of the numerous rarirfhs 
if the. cat. All (firs' jwoprnsitifS are, hoirerer., 
controlled by the laws ir/iieli n nderthe ch mentanj 
race subordinate In the eonnnand nf man liable 
to be subjected by his seance (so the sect of (Jnosties 
hdievid, and on this turned the /tosirrueian philo- 
sophy or to be orirpomnd by his supnior 
courage and daring, when it set their illusions at 
defiance. 

It is with reference to this idea of the supposed 
spirits of the elements, that the jr/iite Lady of 
Aeencl is rcpresintid as acting a varying, cap- 
ricious, and tnconsisteid part in the pages assigiad 
to her in the narrative ; manifesting intenst and 
attachment to the futiiily with whom lo r dtstiniis | 
are associated, but evincing whim, and even a 
speriis of malevolence, towards other mortals, as 
the sacristan and the Itord' r robber, whose in- 
eo7'rect life subjected (hem to receive petty morlifira- 
l ions at her hand. The IV lute Lady is sraredg 
supposul, however, to have possessed either flu 
power or the inclination to do more than infiiit 
terror or create (mharrassnunt, and is also sub- 
jected by those mortals, who, by vi tin on s resolution 
ami mental energy, could assert supn'iordy ovt r 
her. In these particulars she seems to eomtitute 
a being if a middle class h tween (he esprit Ibllet, 
who 2 dtU'es its pleasure in midending ami ttwno ni- 
•ing mortals, ami the benevolent Fairy of the Fa.d, 
wtio unijonnly guides, aiih, and sujyiorts them. 

Kither, however, the Author ej’truhd his pur- 
pose imlifferently, or the public did no! approve oj 
it ; for the White Lady of Avenel was Jar from 
being popular. JJc does not now make (he present 
statement, in the view if arguing readers into a 
more favourable opinion on the subject, bid merely 
v'ith the purpose of exculpating himself from (he 
charge of having wantonly inirudui into the 
narraUve a being of inconsistent jmwers and 
jiropcnsitics. 

In the delineation of another character, the 
Author of the Monastery failed, where he honied 
for some success. As nothing is so suecissful a 
subject for ridicule as the fashionable folliisif the 
time, it occurred to him that the more serious 
scenes of his narrative might be relieved by the 
humour of a cavaliero of (he age of Queen Eliza- 
beth. In every period, the attempt to gain and 
maintain the highest rank of society has de})endcd 
on tfw power of assuming and supporting a certain 
fashionable kind of afiietation, vsually connected 
With vivacity of talent and energy of cha- 
racter, but distinaifished at the same time by a 
transeendiiit JUghl, beyond sound reason amt 
common sense ; both ja 'eutties too imtgar to be ad- 
it mitted into the, estimate of one who ilaims to he 
tstemed *a clioicc yitii of the age.' These, in 


their different phases, constitute the gallants of the 
day, whose boast it is to drive the whims of fashion 
to extremity. 

On all occasions, the manners of the sovereign, 
the court, and the time, must give the tone to the 
^Hculiar description of qualities by which those 
who would altain the. height of fashion must seek 
to distinguish themselves. The reign of Etizaheth, 
being that of a maiden queen, was distinguished 
by the decorum of the courtiers, and esjiccially the 
afifctation of the deejH'st deference to the sovereign. 
After the aekuoir/edgment of the queen s viaieh tcss 
perfections, the sam*' devotion was extend d to 
beauty as it ixistcd among the lesser stars in her 
court, 1/7(10 s^iarh led, as it teas the mode fo say, by 
hi r reflected lustre. It is true thgt gallant knights 
no loiupi Lou(d to the jiea cock, and the 

lad its, to perform some feat of extravagant 
chiral ry, in which they endangered the liris oj 
others as wit I as their own ; but although thiir 
chivalrous displays of jiersonal gallantry seldom 
went further in Eliza fifth's days than the tilt-yard, 
where barricades, catted barriert, jirevcnted the 
shtH'k of the horses, and limited the display of the 
eavalif rs' skill to the eomparati vely safe encounter 
of their lanees, the language of the lovers to their 
ladies was still in (he exalted ter ms which Amadis 
would have addressed fo Or tana, bejore encounter- 
ing a dragon Jor her sake. * Th i s time of romantic 
gallantry found a clever but conceded author to 
reduce d to a specks if con slit uij^on and form, and 
lay down the courtly manner if com l^^d ion, in a 
pedantic book, catted Kiij)huos ant] liis Kn#;lau(i. 
Of this, a hrkf account is given in the text, (t\ 
which it 7nay 7iow be roper to 7?uikc some 
additions. 

The (.etravaganee of Euphuism, or a symhoUenI 
jargon (f tJa same class, prt dominates in the 
romances of Oalpreniufe and Sender), ivhieh 7iure 
read for the amusement of the fair sex of France 
during the long reign of Louis XIW., and wevc 
suppo'ad to contain the only legitimate language of 
love and gallantry. Jn th is n ign (hey encountered 
the satire of Molkrr and Jloilrau. A similar 
disorder, spreading into pr irate society, formiU 
(he ground of the aficcted diolngue of the Precieusos, 
(fs they wen styhil, 7i'ho formed the coterie of the 
Il6tel lie llambouillet, and afforded Mofih'c 
matter for his admirable comedy, IjCS Prt^cieusos 
Kitliuulos. Jn J*Jnglofnd, the humour does 7iot seem 
to have li/ng survii'ed the accession of James I. 

The Author had the vanity to think that a cha- 
racter, whose peculiarities should tutm im extrava- 
gancts which were o7ice ^universally fashionable, 
might be 7'cad 771 a fictitious story with a good 
chance of affording am use mend to the existing 
gnieralion, who, fond as they are of looking hack 
on the aetto7Ls and manners of (heir ancestors, 
snight be also su])posed to he sensible of their 
absurdities. lie must fairly acknowledge thxit he 
7vas disappointed, and that the Euphuist, far from 
being accounted a well-dratcn antd.,-, hu7no7'ou$ 
character of the jicriod, was condc7nnm as un- 
siatural and absurd. 

It svould he easy to accoimt for this failure, hf 
supposing the defect to arise froen the Autho7''s 
scant of skill, a7id, pi'obahhj, many readers may 
not be inclined to look further. But as the Author 


[* See tlioKancient Spanish romance, Amadis de Gaula.\ 
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hi maclf can scarcely he supposed iriiiiuq fn acquiesce 
in thisjinal cuuse, if any other can be aHeyrti^ he 
has been led (o SHsptd contrary to irhat he 
originally supposed, lus subject was injudiciously 
chosen, in which, ami not in his mode of treating 
it, lay the source of the want of success.^ 

The manners of a rude peiple are always 
bounded on nature, and therejot the fetlinys of a 
mare polished generation immediatety syinpathi:,e 
with them, jVe nerd no7iumerous notes, no anti- 
quarian dissertatUms, to enable the mod ignorant 
to rre^Mjnise the sentiments and diction oj the 
characters of Jiomcr ; we hare but, as Lear says, 
to strip off our lendin{fs -to set aside the factitious 
iirineiplcs and adornmenis which we hare reediud 
J'rom our com}KirativeIy art itieial system of society, 
and our natural feelings aredn unison with those 
of the bard of iUiios and the mrocs who lire in his 
irrses. It is the same with a grtat part of the 
narratives of my friend Mr. (\)oper. IVe sympa- 
thise with his Indian chiefs and backwoiHlsnu n, 
and acknowhdge, in the eharaefei's which he 
prfsents to us, the sami fruth of human nature 
by which we should feel ourselves injlueneed if 
placid in the same condition. Ko much is this 
the case, that, though it is difficult, or almost 
impossible, to reclaim a sarage, bred from his 
youth to war and the chase, to the restraints and 
the duties of civilised life, nothing in more tasy or 
common than to find men who hare hern (fliicat(d 
in all the habits i^d comjorts of improved soeuty, 
willing to^ *Jr4,frIlye them Jor the wild labours of 
the hiiUlei^atul the f s/a r. The very amusements 
most pursued and ret idled by nan of all ranks, 
whose eonstifutions permit active cxiieise, an 
hunting, f siting, anti, in some instances, wui, the 
natural and mrrssiny business tj' the savage of 
Ih'ifden, where his hero talks of In ing 

— —jIs free ns naiure Jifst wade wan, 

// "Aen ‘HU id in woods the noble sava^, e r an. 

But although the occupations, and even the senti- 
ments, of human brings in a primitive staf., find 
access and interest in the m intis of the more civilised 
part of the species, it docs not thei eforefoUvwthat the 
national tastes, opinions, andfollas of oia civil istd 
pcritsl should afford cither the same interest or the 
sam^ amusement to those of another. These yener- 
ally, when driven to extravagance, are founded, not 
upon any natural ta^cs piyipcr to the species, but 
upon thx. growth of some peculiar cast of affectation, 
%oith which mankind in gnicrgl, and succeeding 
generations in particular, feel no common interest 
or sympathy. The extraraga ners of co.rco}n hr y i n 
manners and apparel dre indeed the I eg Hi mat, , 
and often the successful, objects of satire during 
the time wlwn they exist. In evidence of this, 
theatrical critics may observe how many dramatic 
joux are well received every season, because 

the satirist levels ad some well-known or fashion- 
able absurdity ; or, in the dramatic pihrase, * shoots 
folly as UJU^sj But when the peculiar kind of 
folly kecfHVit wing no longer, it is reckoned hut 
waste of powder to pour a discharge of ridicule on 
what has ceased to exist ; and the pieces in which 
such forgotten absurdities are made the subject of 
ridicule, fall quietly into oblivion with the follies 
which gave them fashion, or only cotdinuc to exist 


* Note P, The Whit^ Lady, and Euphuism. 


on the scene, because they emtain same other more 
p*ermaucnt inbnrt tnan that which count cts them 
With manners and f o' lies if a temporary charartt r. 

Thi^, perhaps, affords a reason why the comedies 
of Ben Jonson, founded upon system, or what the 
age termed humours, - by which V'as meant facti- 
tious and affected characters, superinduced on that 
which was common to the nst of their race,— in 
spite of acute satire, deep seholai'ship, and krnuj 
sense, do not now aftord gnirral pleasure, hut are 
eonfiud to the closet of tin antiquary, whose studies 
have assund him that thf personages of the dram - 
atist vrre once, tho ajh tiny are vow no longtr, 
qivrtraits of existing nature. 

Let us take another example of our hypothesis 
from Shakespeare himself, who, of all authors, 
drew his portraits for alt ages, Jt’ith the whole 
sum of the idolatry which ajfeets us at his name, 
the ,nasu of rcadtrs peruse, without amusement, 
the charactcis formed on the extraraga nets of 
tonporary fashion ; and the Ruphaist Jhm 
Jrinatlo, thr pedant Ilohf ernes, even Nyiii and 
Pistol, ace rtad with little pliasure by the mass 
of the public, being portraits oJ' which we cannot 
'tecognise the humour, because (he originals no 
longir ejtisl. Jn like manner, while the distresses 
of Romeo and Juliet eontinue to interest every 
bosom. Ml reidio, drawn as an accurate n presen- 
tation of the finished Jin e gentleman of the period, 
and as sue/i rceeivnl by the unanimous approba- 
tion of contempnrarifs, has so little In niknst the 
pnsiiil age, that, stripfied oj' alt his puns and 
quirks of vn'hat wit, he only Vf fains his place in 
(he seem In virtue of his Jine and Janeijul speech 
upon dreaming, which bi longs to no jHirtievlar 
agt , and because he is a personage u In se pi esc nee 
IS imlisfiensnhle to the plot. 

JVe hare already ptoseeuied perhaps too far an 
argil me nf, the tendency of svhieh is to pnrrc that 
(he intriHluetion of a humorist, acting, like tSir 
Piircie Rhaffoii, upon some Jorgof ten and obsolete 
model of Jolly, once fashion able, is rather likely 
to awaken the disgust of the reader, osunuatural, 
than find him fotd for laughter. IThether owing 
to this theory, or wheflur to the more simple and 
probable cause if the Author s Jail urc in (he de- 
li neat ion of the subject he had proposed to himself, 
the Jonnidahie otfietion of jmri'diiliis odi was 
appliid to the Jhiphuist, as uelf as to the IVhite 
Laily of Aveuel ; and the one was denounced as 
un. \iurnl, while the other was njeefed ns impos- 
sible. 

There was little 'in the story to almic for these 
failures in two principal points. The incidents 
we re i n a rt ifiei a lly h uddU d iogeth er. Th err was 
no ]iart of the infiiguc to which deep interest was 
found to apply ; and the cnnelnsion was hrmight 
about, not by ineUlents arising out of the story 
Usclf, hut In consequeuee of jnihlie Iran sa diems, 
with which the narrative has little eemnectiem, and 
which the reader had little opportunity to become 
acquainted with. 

This, if not a positive fault, vms yd a great 
defect 1 /^ the romance. It is true, that not only 
the pretdice ef some great authors in this depart- 
ment, but even the general cirurse of human life 
itself, may be quoted in favour of this tnore 
obvious and less eirtificial practice of arranging 
a narrative. It is seldom that the sa7ne circle of 
jier son ages who have furrouvded an individual at^ 
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h\9 fnst outsr/ 1 1 hfct contmve io have an i)Ue7e<if 
in hi^ ewtcei till his faU (omi^to a etisis On 
the contiaiif, amt more cSjTfLuIfy // the cxtntt aj 
his life hr if a vuu I thaiadn, ami uoith n ) 
muni afnij to of/ifts, oi to the 1/ uidf Hu Inn 
laid (oniieifionb air uwalhi totally stpauiU I 
froii those with vh)m he heqan the 'Di/ap, but 
ukomihe nuliiidutil has ouhahlcd, or if in hai 
dr if ttd astray Oi loan in lonihepiHsnqi I hi 

hackneyed coinjianson holds goal in anothn point 
The nmneroits mseh oj s) many difncnt snt 
and deshmd for sueh difnent pinp s(s^ 7 hi 1 
ate launihed in the same niyhty (cea i, alfhou /h 
each endeamuis to pin sue its oun i iinse, me i i 
cvnij lasi mote t ifla neul by flic unnds and tuh < 
which aie commm to the ilnunit a huh they all 
a iqafe, than by th n out sipainte (jcnuons 
And 16 IS thus in tin uoild that uhin hu ixn 
piiidenie h is dme its lusty soni yme a/, ^ c/hyps 
national cunt dfsitoys thi sdi mis of the null 
'iidualf as the tasuul toudi of a vioii poxcafid 
being simps awty tin wd) of tlu sjndii 
Many inilltni iomanus halt bun coiiijmscd in 
this III w of human life^ it lure tlu hiro is londi/dt I 
Vnouyh a larirfy yf ddaihed suneby in uht h 
vat WHS ay nts app at and disappiarj icithouty 
pethapSj ha liny any pirmanint niff lu me on th 
piojitss of the stoi y inich is the sh udiite of (jil 
IJlas, Koddick Random, and the hits and a I 
‘nntuics of many olhn hirois, uho ate d<s nbul 
as tunnuiy dnoayh diffinnt btatioi if life, and 
cmountiring varioob adxentineSy sihidi an only 
tonnedtd udh cadi other by haxnuj hippened to 
he witiKsse Ibythi ^anu indiiidnalt uhosc idintity 
unites them tojdhdy ab tlu triny of a netl la i 
litiiks the beadsj ninth an othm ise defathi / 

Bid though sudi an nn onuited coiuse of ad 
lint arts is nhaf most frupunihf i cur*' in nature, 
yd, thf proi uu of th loinanu ui dd bii ly adi 
pciaf then is moi / yitn I of linn th ui a s/ut 
tomphance intk the snngduity of nalify )ust 
as ue diinand ft tm tlu siientifi yatden r, th tf 
he shall ait any , in turious I nofs and at Id end 
21 17 If t ns, tlu fiowtts uhieh ^'twhnt boon dts 
tr bides fndn on hill and dan luhliny ac 
i ttdingly, in most oj his noieU but tsjxd illy at 


Tom Jones, hxs chef d o'usre, has set the dis^ 
tinymslu I C3 ample of a story rcgulaily built 
and einsistent, ni all its pat is, in v Inch nothmy 
0 inrs, and staiie apetsontjyt ib introduced, that 
/ms not \dnc shaic in iinding to adianci tlu 
c ilastt lili 

Io dtmind tqual correctness and fdicxty in 
those V ho may folk w in the It ach of that llnsh lous 
tu lilisf, vould be to fetter loo mvdi the poner oj 
yitiny phasun, by suttoiindnuj it udh penal 
dile-, , ouuc of tins ••oit of liyht litiratuii it may 
bf f pteeially said— tout gcniL cst j)Oiiriis, kois lo 
gtiin eniiiiyoux hi i ll, hov ex ei , the more dozily 
and happily the sfoty i tombived, and the niou 
n ftural and Jeheitou the (alastro2ihe, the nn rd 
su h a (ompt s t on ii ill apptoa^h the perfection tf 
tlu swidist s ail yt)r an an authoi suylcti this 
btan h of his 2tofesswn, uithout 'incntiing jJ/o 
fotlton il Cdisutt 

I r smh etnsute the Monastexy gave hut too 
mu h ontsion Tlu inltujut oj tlu romamc, 
m ithd x 77/ ndeicbting in dsdj, xiot xt ry ha]^ ily 
ditad d IS ai Idifth jinally disentangled by tlu 
intal iny nut if natunal histiliiieb heiiuen Eng 
land and hiotland, and tlu as sudden renennl of 
tlu ttuie Insiatueo of this kind, it xb true, tannot 
tn nality halt hen mitommoii, but the icboitiny 
to sufh, i i add to uunniphsh the latastiophe, ns 
by a toui di loi(( x/ab ibjected to as inaxtijiciaf, 
and not pirfc tly inhlliqibU to thegineial nadir 

htill till Mona stc7 y, though scxdi and 

justditidsm, aid not fad, pidging ffom tlu ii 
t nt of its nnulation, to haxi somi xnfucst foi 
thi And tlu , Uo, uas tiei ord xiy to tlu 

07 dinar y course oj suili matters , for d xcry sildom 
hapfxns (hat hiinny repntafun ?» yaimd by a 
sinylt effort, and sldl nion rarely is it lost by a 
b hi try mis ainaye 

J lu A nth r, Hid ef ore had his datfb <f grate 
aVrdtl him, and nne, xf hi pleasid, lo aim foil 
hi i If itith Hu but ien of Hu old htohh song. 

If it nn t 7tte^ I I it. 

If I t tat aiam 

' J 1 iL.riJ cmld 1830 




0 ay! the monks, the nionk^, they tlkl the niisrliicf! 

'1 h IIS all the Riossnc-.^, all the suiurstuion, 

Of a most j^ro.s and superstitious affc — 

May hU he piaistd that sent the healthful tempe t 
And scatter (1 all these pestilential vapours! 

But tliai we owed tlicm all to >oiuhr >1 ulA 
'Ihiontd on the 'even hills with her cup of Rold, 

1 will as socMi htlieve, with kind Sii Rorci, 

Thu old Moll White took winj; with tat and bioomUiJc, 
And laiscd the last niqhi > thunder. 

Oiu riAV. 


Tub villaffo doscrihod in tlio JhMK'dictine’s 
manuscript by the iianic of Komijujuli ilr, hoars 
the sam<» Celtic termination which oocuis in Tr.i- 
qiihair, Caquliair, and other compounds.* Th(‘ 
learTiod Chalmers ih'Hvps this word (i>uhair fiojii 
the winding course of a .slnsim ; a dciinitioii 
which coiiicnlcs, in a romaikablc dc;?rec, witli 
the bprj)ciitiiic turns of tho river I'wccd near the 
village of which wn sjio.ik. It has boon long 
famous for the sjdondid Moii.isLcry of Saint 
Mary, founded by D.ivid tbo First of Scotland, 
in whose reign wen* formed, in the same county, 
the no less splendid cstalibshmeriLs of Melmso, 
Jedburgh, and Kelso, 'I’ho donations of laml 
with which tho king enihttved these wealthy 
fraternities ])rocured him from the monkish 
historians the eiiilhot of Saint, and from one of 
his impoverished desr^ndants the splenetic cen- 
sure, ‘that he liad been a sore saint lor the 
Crown.’ t 

It seems probable, notwithstamiing, that 
David^ who was a wise as well as a ]uou3 
monarch, was not moved solely by religious 
motives to those groat acts of munifieciico to the 
GhurelijJpt annexed political views to his pious 
gonorolKyT llis possessions in Northumber- 


* fSec Appendix, Introdiirtorv Fpi‘«tle, page 8 12 1 
t iThr. ‘.ivuig in regard to King Davids hbirality in 
building tad endowing religious houses in Scotland, as 
used by hii surccsso*', JnrnC'. the Fii-.t, is pn^rvod in the 
old Scottish Chronicles anrl n'peatert by Sir D.ivid l.sncl- 
say in his Diahi^ue on the Monarchies, as well as in ihc 
Satyr c on the Vkree Bstaies.\ 


laud and Cumberland became preearions after 
the loss of the Battle of tho Standard ;t and 
since the c()m]>aratively fertile valley of Teviot- 
d.ile uns liluly to become the tumtier of his 
kingdom, it is ])robiiblo ho wishctl to secure at 
least a ])art ol these valnablo jiosscssions by 
])laiing them iu the liands of tlio monks, wlioso 
jiropcrty was /or a Jtaig time respected, even 
amidst tbo rage of a iron tier war. In this 
manner alone bad the king sonir3 rhaiiee of 
ensuring ]»roteetiou and seeuiify to tlio culti- 
vators of till* .soil ; ami, in ffiet, for several ages 
the ])os.sessions of tliese abbey.s AAcre each a sort 
ol Goshen, enjoying tbo calm liglit of peace and 
inmnmity, wJiile tlie re.st of tho country, occu- 
pied by vild c'lans and marauding barons, was 
ono dark scctio of confusion, blood, and unre- 
mitted outrage. 

Hut these immunities did not eontinne down 
to tho union of the crowns. Long before that 
reriod, the wars betwixt EnglancJ and Scotland 
lad lost their original eharaetor of international 
hostilities, and had become on tbo part of the 
English a struggle for subjugation, on that of 
the v^eots a desperate and infuriated defence of 
tlicir liberties. This introduced on both sides a 
degiTC of fury and animosity unknown to the 
carFuT period of their history ; and as religious 
ruples soon gave w ay to national hatred spurred 
by a love of plunder, iho potrimony of the 
Ciimch was no longer sacred from incursions on 




X (Fought 1 x 38.1 
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either side. StilJ, liowcvcr, the touauts and 
vassals of the great abbeys liad many advantages 
over those of tlie Jay barons, wli<> were liarassed 
by constant niilitary duty, until they became 
desperate, and lost all relish for the aits ol 

f ieace. The vassals of the Cliureh, on the other 
lainl, were only lialile to be called to arms on 
general oeoAsions, and at other times wcic iier- 
initted in eomi)aralivo quiet to j>osscss tlieir 
farms and feus.* They of coiiise exhibited 
suj)erioT skill in everything that related to the 
cultivation of the soil, and wore therefore both 
wealthier and hettei informed than the military 
retainers of the restless ehiefs and nol^lcs in their 
neighbour'^ ')d. 

The residence of these Cliureh vassals was 
usually in a small village or Inifnh't, where, for 
the sake of mutual aid and ])rotection, some 
thirty or forty families dwelt together. This 
was called the town, and tlie land hclongiug to 
the various families by whom tlic town was 
inhabited, wras called the ioiviislup. They 
usually j)0SHesaed tlie land in eoininon, thougli 
ill varioui^irojinrlioiLs, af‘(‘ortljng to their sevei.il 
grants, luo jiart ol the townshi]> jirtqieil}' 
arable, and kepi as .siidi continually under tlu‘ 
])lough, W'as called Ih^re tlie use ol 

qiiantitics of manure supi»Iied in some degiee 
the cxliaiiatioii of the soil, and the feuara raised 
tolerable oats and hear,t usually sowed on 
alternate ridges, on whiuli the labour of the 
wliolo community was hcstow’ed without distinc- 
tion, the ]iroduee being dividi'd after harvest, 
agiTcaldy to their respective ini crests. 

. There was, besides, ont-ficld land, fi*om which 
it was thought possililo to cxtiaet a croji now 
and then, alter which it was abandoned to th(‘ 
‘skyey inllueiieos,* until the exhausted jiowers of 
vegetation were restored. These out-liehl spots 
were selected by any fciiar at his ow'ii ehoiee, 
amongst the s1iec])-w’alks and liills wliieh weie 
alw^ays annexed to the township, to serve as 
})asturaj^e to the comniumly. The trouble of 
cultivating these ])ntehe.s of out-ficld, and the 
precarious chance tliat the crop would jiay the 
labour, were considered a.s gi^illg a right to any 
fenar, who chose to undertake* tlie aih’eiiture, to 
the jiroduco wdiieh might result liom it. 

There remained the pastuiago of extensive 
moors, where the valleys oft(*n allorded good 
P'ass, an(l upon wdiich the wdiolc cuttle belong- 
ing to the community fed iiidiscriminat/ly 
during the summer, under tlie charge of the 
towm-herd, who regularly drove them out to 
pasture in the morning, and brought them hack 
at night, without which precaution they would 
have fallen a si>eedy prey to some of tlie snatchers 
ill the neiglihoiirhood. The.se ai*e things to 
make modern agriculturists liold up their liaiids 
and stare ; but tlic same mode of cultivation is 
not yet entirely in desuetude in some distant 
parts of North Britain, and may he witnessed 

* Small posvssions conferred upon vassah .'ind their 
f "v' ^ small quit-rent, or a moderate proportion 

u ’^his w.-is a f.ivouiite mannei by which 

the churchmen peopled the patrimony of then convents ; 
ana inany d'^scendants of such .is they aie called, 

are still to be found in fKVtsession of theii family inheiil- 
anecs in the neighbourhood of the great mona&tencs of 

it Or a Icind of coana barley. 


in full foicc and exercise in the Shetland archi- 
pelago. 

Tlie habitations of the Church feiiars were not 
less primitive than their agriculture. In each 
village or town w'crc several Wall towers, having 
liattlemcnis iirqjecting over the side walls, ana 
usually an advanced angle or twro with shot- 
holes for Hanking the dooivvay, which was 
always defended hy^ a strong door of oak studded 
with nails, and often by an exterior grated door 
of iion. These small jieel-houses w’crc ordinarily 
inhahitetl by llio ]irineipal fciiars and their 
families; hut, ujioii the alarm of approaching 
danger, Iho wliole inliahitants thronged from 
their own miserahle cottages, wlii(‘h w-erc situ- 
ated around, to gamsoii these ])oints of defence. 
It W'as llien no easy ninlter foF a hostile party 
to penetrate into tlif?’ village, for the men were 
habituated to the use of hows and firearms, and 
the towers being generally so ])laced that the 
discharge tiom one crossed that of another, it 
was impossible to assault any of them indi- 
vidually. 

Tlie interior of these houses w'as usually suffi- 
ciently wi etched, for it would have l)cen lolly to 
June Viunishcd them iu a manner which could 
exeile tin* aiaiiee of tlieir lawless neighbours. 
Ye( the families themseUes evhiliited in their 
a]>pearauee a degi-ee of eomfort, information, 
and iudepeiidenei*, wdiieli could hardly have 
been expe«*tod. Their iii-field ^upjdied them 
with bread and homc-hrew'ed*'''’ herds 

and Hocks wdth beef «nd mutton (thef extrava- 
gjiuee of killing lamlis or calves W'as never 
thought of). E.ieh lainily killed a mart, or fat 
Inilloek, in November, which was salted u]) for 
winter use, to which tlie goodwife could, upon 
great occasions, add a dish of jngeons, or a fat 
capon,— the ill-cultivated garden afforded ‘ laiig- 
eale,* and the liver gave .salmon to serve as a 
lelish during the season of Leut. 

Of fuel they had plenty, for the ho^ afforded 
tiiif; and the remains of the ahnaed woods 
loiitinucd to ghe them logs for burning, as 
well as limber for the usual domestic purjioscs. 
In adflilion to these comforts, the goodinan 
would now^ and then sally forth to the greenwood, 
and m.'uk down a buck of season W'ith hia. 
gun or his cross-bow ; ami the father confessor 
seldom refused him alisolutioii for the trespass, 
if duly invited to take liis share of the smoking 
haunch. Some, stjll bolder, made, cither with 
their own domestics, or by associating thein- 
selvrs with llio moss-troopers, in the language 
of shepherds, ‘ a stai t ana owerloup ; ’ and the 
golden ornaments and silken liead-gear woni by 
the females of one or two families of note, were 
invidiously trai'ed by their neighbours to such 
successful excursions. This, hovrever, W’as a 
more inexpiable crime in the eyes of tlic abbot 
and community of Saint Mary’s, than the 
borrowing one of the ‘ glide king’s jleer ; ' and 
they filled not to discountenance and^unish, 
by cveiy means in their power, offences wlihSh 
were sure to lead to severe retaliation upon the 
jiroperty of tlic Church, and w'hieh tended to 
alter the character of their jieaccful vassalage, 

A.S for tlie information posse.ssed by tho.se de- 
pendents of the abbacies, they might have been 
truly said to be bettor fed than taughty oven 
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though their fare had been worse than it was. 
Still, however, they enjoyed oj)poituiiitieH of 
knowledge from which others were excluded. 
The monks were iu^(‘neral well aecpiaiiited with 
their vassals and tenants, and laniiliar in the 
families of the better class among them, where 
they were sure to bo recciv* ^silh the respect 
due to their twofold cliaraider of spiritual father 
and secular huidlord. Thus it often happene*!, 
when a boy displayed talents and ineliiiatioii for 
study, one of the brethren, witli a view to liis 
being bred to the Cliurch, or out of good-nature, 
in order to pass away Jiis own id hi time, if he 
had no better motive, initiated him into tlie 
mysteries of reading and writing, and iinpaited 
to Iiiiii such other knowledge as lie liiniself ]>oS“ 
sessed. And the lieads o^ these alliofl families, 
having more time for relleelion, and more skill, 
as well as stronger motives for imjnoving their 
small pro]>ertics, bore amongst their neigliboiirs 
the character of shrewd, intelligent men, who 
claimed respect on account of their coinjiarative 
wealth, even wdiilc they w’ore despised for a less 
warlike and oiiterj) rising turn than the other 
Bonierors. They lived as mucli as they well 
could amongst themselves, avoiiling the company 
of others, and dreading nothing more than to be 
involved in the deadly feuds and ceaseless cou- 
toiitiona of the sceiilai* laiidholdcis. 

Such is a gciicial picture of these coinmunities. 
Ditriug the lat^ w’urs in (he commencnnrnt of 
Queen a*lfflgn, they had siillcred dreadfully 
by the IToslile invaaioiis. For tljo English, now 
a i*roleslant people, w'creso far from siKuing the 
CliureJi lands, thattJn*y forayed tbcmw’ith more 
unrelenting severity thjin e^en the fiosscssions of 
the laity. 13iit the iiear-o of iri.lO had lestorcd 
some degree of tramjuillity to those/ distracted , 
and haiass(*d regions, and inatteis began again 
gi’adually to settle iijioii the foinier footing. 
The moi^s rejiaired their ravaged shrines - the 
fouar again roofed liis small fortalice wdiieh the 
enemy had ruined -the poor labourer rebuilt his 
cottage — an easy task, where a few sods, stones, 
and some ])ipees of wood from the next co])se, 
furnished all the materials necessary. The cattle, 
lastly, wore driven out of the wastes and thickets 
in which the remnant of tlioin Jiad been secreted ; 
and the mighty bull moved at the head of liis 
seraglio and their follower's, to take ]>os.session of 
tlieir wonted pastures. Tlierc ensued peace and 
(piiet, the state of the age awl nation considered, 
to the Monastery oT Saint Mary and its clepcnd- 
cucies for several traiupdl years. 


CHAPTER IT. 

Tn yon lone vale his early yontli was Ired, 

Not solitary then — the hiiRh'-horn 
Of fel ^lccto often waked its windinjjs^ 

Kr^mwheru the brook joins the majestie river, 

To the wild noilherri b)«:, ilie curlew’s Ii.aunt, 
Where ooices forth its first and feeble streamlet. 

Olu Puav. 

"Wk have said that most of the feiiars dwelt 
in the village belonging to Ibeir townships* 
This was not, however, universally the case. A 
lonely tow'cr, to which the reader must now be 
102 * * 


introduced, was at least one exceiition to the 
general nile. 

It w'as of small dimensions, yet larger than 
those which occurred in tho village, as intimat- 
ing that, ill case of assault, tho proprietor would 
have to rely iijioii his own unassisted strength, 
Tw'o or tliiee iniserablo huts, at tho foot of tho 
fortalice, held the bondsineii and tenants of tho 
feiiar. The site w’as a beautiful green knoll, 
which started up suddenly in the very tliroat of 
a ivild and iiai iow glen, and which, boin^ sur- 
rounded, except on one side, by tlic wdudiiig of 
a small sti'cam, alforded a iiosilion of considerable 
strength. 

But the great .vrenrity of ( ilcmlearg, for so tho 
place was called, lay in its seelndcd and almost 
Iii«]d(‘n situation. To reach the tower it w'as 
necessary to travel thu‘o miles up tho glen, 
crossitig about twenty limes the, little stream, 
wbieb, winding throiigli tho narrow valley, cii- 
eonntcred at every hundred yards tho o]>]tositiou 
of a roi-k or prccipiLoiis bank on the one side, 
wdiich altered its ermrse, and caused it to shoot 
off in an oblique direction to tho other. Tho 
hills which ascend on each side of this glen arc 
very atocj>, and rise boldly over tho stream, 
w'Jiich is thus imprisoned within their barriers. 
The sides of tho glen are impraetiealilc for horse, 
and aie only to ho traversed by means of tho 
sheep-paths which lie along their sides. It 
would not be jv*adily siipjioscd that a road so 
liojieless and so difficiill could lead to any habit- 
ation more important iban the summer sliealing 
of a sljejdierd. 

Yet the glen, tliougli lonely, nearly inacces- 
sible, and sl(‘ule, w^as not then absolutely void 
of beauty. The turf whicli covered tlio small 
l»ortion of level ground on the sides of the stream, 
was UvS close and '\eidant as if it hud occupied 
the scythis ol a bund i oil gardeners once a fort- 
night ; and it was garnislud with an embroidery 
ol daisies and wild-liowers, w’hieh the scythes 
would certainly have destroyed. Tho little 
brook, now confined betwixt clo.ser limits, now 
Jolt at laigo to choose its eourso tbrough tho 
narrow valley, danced caielessly on from stream 
to pool, light and unlurhid, ns that hotter class 
of s]»iiits who })ass their way through life, yield- 
ing to insurmountable obstacles, but as far from 
being subdued by tljem as (he sailor who inocts 
by chaiieo with an nnfavouT'ablcw'ind, and shapes 
his cour.se so as to be di iven buck as little as 
p(»ssible. 

Tlie xnoun tains, as they W’onld have been called 
in England, Scott the steep hraeSy rose abruptly 
over the little glen, here ]>rescnting the gi’cy face 
of a rock, from which tho tnrf had been TicelGd 
by the torrents, and there displaying jiatclies of 
w'ood and eo])se, which had c.scaped tho waste 
of the rattle and the slice]) of the feuarsj and 
which, feathering naturally up the beds of empty 
torrents, or ih-i ujiying the concave recesses of 
the bank, gave at once beauty and variety to the 
landscaifc. Above tlieso scatieicd woods rose 
tho hill, ill luin'eii but juirplc majesty; the 
dark rich line, particularly in autumn, contrast- 
ing ])cauti fully with tho thickets of oak and 
birch, the mountain ashes and thorns, the alders 
and quivering aspens, which cheq^ucred and varied 
the descent, and not less with the dark-grcftn 
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and velvet turf w iiieli coiMjjosLd Ujc level i)ait 
of tho narrow glen. 

Yet, Ihoiigli 111 us embellished, the scone could 
neither he .sliictly tdineil sublime nor heaulifiil, 
and sean-oly t\eii niuturesque or strikiug. lliit 
its oxticnu* solitude pressed on tJie heait ; the 
traveller felt that niieertaiiity whither he was 
going, or in wliat so wild a ])ath was to terniiiiale, 
wliid, at times, strikes more on the imoginalioji 
than tho gjand features of a show scene, wluui 
you know the exact distance of the jjin vlieK* 
your dinner is bespoke, and at the momoiiL jm- 
pariiig. Tlicse arc ideas, ho\ve\ ej, ol ti iar hiti r 
ago ; for at tho time we tie.il of, the ]a( UireMpu, 
the beautiful, the sublime, ami all theii iiitci me- 
diate shades, were ideasabsolutely unknown to ( he 
inhabitants and ocoaHioiial visit ors of (llend(*aig.* 

These liad, howev(T, attached to th'* stene 
feelings fitting the time. Its name, signifyii*^ 
the Kod Valley, sot ins to have been tleiived, not 
only from llie purple eohmr of tlic heath, i\ith 
whieh tho njnier ])art of the rising h.uiks wa-. 
profinsely clothed, but also liom the dark led 
colour of the rocks, and of the iireeipiloii'.e.ii llien 
banka, which in that eouiitiy aiv called n'nuti.. 
Anotlier glcn, ahoiit the Ji(‘nd of Et trick, ii.is 
aeqnirod tho same name from similar eiituiiii- 
stanees ; and tliere art' piobalily more in .Scotland 
to which it has betn given. 

As our Glciideiig <1M not ahouiitl in morlal 
visitants, siiptu-slltion, lliat it might not he 
ahsoJutely destitute ol inhabitants, had petqiled 
its rec''s es with beings belonging to another 
woiltl. The savagt* and capricious Jlrowii Man 
of the Moors, a being which seems tJie gemiine 
deseemlaiit of the ntutliern dwMtis, was supposed 
to be seen tlieitj Iixqnt'iitly, especially after the 
autumn il upiluox, when the fogs were thick, 
and objects not easily distinguished. The Seotl ish 
fairio.s, too, a whimsical, iviitable, and inis- 
ebievous tiihc, who, though at times capriciously 
bonovoloiit, W'cre more fre(|n(‘nlly adver c to 
mortals, wero also sup]»oscd to liavo foimed a 
residence in a partieulaily wild iceoss ot the 
glen, of which tho ical name was, in allusion to 
that circumstance, Oom'i’ nun Shian, which, in 
corrupted Celtic, sigiiilies the lI(»llow of tho 
Fairies. But the neighbours wuto moie eautious 
ill sjieakiiig about this place, and avoided 'UNing 
it a name, from an idea common then lliromrhout 
all tho Britisli and Celtic ]»rovinees of .Siotland, 
and still retained in many ]>laces, that ((» s[»eak 
either good or id of this e.ipiiuous r.ne of nni- 
ginary beings is to ju'ovoko tin ir jc‘,t nlnu n1, 
and that aeciw and silence ji wdi.d they ehi<dly 
flesiro from those who may iiitiudc njnm then 
revels, or dlseover their liaiints. 

A mysterious terror was thus attached to the 
dale, w'liieh ailbrded access from the blond \alliy 
of tho Tweed, up the little glen wo Lave ftesoribed, 
to the furtalieo called tho Tower of iTrlondearg. 
Beyond tho knoll whore, as w’« Invo said, tlio 
tower was situated, the lulls giew move steep, 
and uai rowed on the slender biook, so as scaroo 
to \oavo a footpath ; and there ilm glen termiii- 
atod in a wild waterfall, where a slender Uircail 
ot W’ater d.'isUed in a preeipiLons lino of foam over 
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two or three jnvcijiues. ‘'i'et iaither in the same 
diieetioii, and above these suectssivo cataracts, 
biy a wild and e.stonsLVo nioiass, fiequcntod only 
by w’^terlowl, wide, W'a'‘te,*-ap]/aieiitly almost 
jiitenniiiable, and serving in a great mcasiiro to 
sepal ale the inhabitants ol tho gkn from those 
who lived to tlie nortliw.ird. 

To lestless and i ndct.it igable mo.j&-troopors, 
indeed, these moi asses w'eic well kiAOwn, and 
sometim( < ndbided a rohiat. They o^'teii rode 
(h.wn the glen -called at tliJs tower- aaketl and 
leccived liosfniality -but still with a so’’t of re- 
.servo on the pm tot its more p( aecliil iiihanitants, 
who enteitaimd tlitm as a party of North 
Ameiuaii liidiius might be ivieived by a new 
Eiiropis'ui settlei, as niucdi out ol Icar as hoapit- 
alily wliilo tbe inqier/inost wish ot the Lindlord 
is tile snceiiy de])a.vlnie of the savatre gnestu. 

This had not alw’ays been the cm ) luit of feeling 
ill the little valley ami its tower. Bin.on Glen- 
(liniiing, its ioniitr inluibitaiit, boa^ tid bis con- 
imetion l^y blood to tli.it aiieient family of 
Glembmwyin*, on llie wtstoin bolder. lie used 
tomin it(‘ .it Ids liieside, in tlie mitiimii e\eningK, 
the If.itsol tlu‘ Jamil^ to wbidi he belonged, one 
ol whom idl by tlie sieie ol the biave Eail of 
Douglas at Ot b*i bourne. On IIk'jC oeiasioiis 
Simon nsnally held u])on bis knee an aneimit 
broadswoid, ivbndi bad beloiigKl to his aiiee->toia 
hetoie any of th(‘ family had eonsenteil to accept 
a tiet under the pcvnelul dominion of tlic moiiKs 
of Siint Mail’s. In Tiiodern iniglit 

have lived at (ase on Ins own esUte, ainf quietly 
mill mined againd the late that had doomed liiia 
to dwell Iheie, and cut off his acetss to mnitial 
renown. But so many ojqioitunitics, nay, so 
many calls theie were lor him, wdio in those dajs 
s]>oke big, to make good his woids by liia actions, 
tliat Simon (llendinning w^as soon under the 
neccsdty of mai(‘hiiig with the men ol the Ilali- 
dome, as it was called, of Saint Maty’*, in that 
disastroii'^ campaign wliieli was tomduded by iho 
battle ol* IMnkie. 

The (Jtilholie oleigy weie deeply interested in 
that n.dional quarre!, Ih(‘ piiiieip.al object of 
Avhich was to ]n*c\cnt the union of the infant 
(^neeii Pdary with Die son of the heretical 
(leiiry YTll. The monk'- had cilled out iheii 
■vassals under an (‘\pcri(nei*d leader. Many of 
themselves had taken .arms, and marelicd to the 
field, Tinder a banner lepiosfiiiting .a female, siip- 
])Osed to personify llio Scottish Chnreli, kneeling 
in tho attitude of pr.nyer, w’itli the legend, 

- ifflkhr Spoii\ir 'io nhUnmu if. 

The Scots, however, in all their wars, had more 
oec.-ision for ^.ood.md c'lntious gt*iicral.s than for 
excitation, wlietlmr ].(lili{.jl or ciiliiiisiastie. 
Their headlong and impatient courage uniformly 
imlneed them 1o lU'-li into action without duly 
weighing cither their own situation or that of 
their enomii's. and the inevitable eonaequenco 
was freipicnt defeat. With the dolorom ^^igliter 
of Piukio w'e have nothing to do. cxceplnlR that, 
among ten thousand men of low and Jiigh degiee, 
Simon Olendinniiig, of the Tower of Gleudearg, 
bit the dust, no w.iv disiiaivaging in liis dcatli 
that ancient race trom wdiich ho claimed his 
descent. 
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When the doleful news, whicli sj)reatl terror 
and mouriiin" through the whole of Soollaiid, 
reached the Tower of (Ueiidcarg, the widow of 
Simon, Elspelh Biy^lono by Iht family name, 
was alone in that desolate habilation, excepting 
a hind or tw’O, alike past martial and agri*'ultiirdl 
labour, and the lielploss widows and lamilics of 
those who liad fallen wdlh IL. r mapter. The 
feeling of desolation was universal but wdiat 
availed it? The monks, their patrons and juo- 
leetors, were driven from their al)bey by the 
English forces, who now overran tlie eountiy, 
and enforced at Icaj,! an appearance of snbmis.-,ion 
on the jKirt of the inhabitants. The Protector 
Somerset formed a strong camp among the ruins 
of the aiioiciit castle of l»ox))urgh, and compelled 
the neighbouringVouutry to^oine in, ])ay Lrihiite, 
and take aMsuranee from him, as the jdirase then 
went. Indeed, there was no janver of resisianee 
remaining; ami the few baions whose liigh spirit 
di alained even the appraraiiee of surrender, could 
only retreat into the wildest fastiicRses of the 
country, leaving their liousi*‘i and ])roperiy to the 
W'ratli of the English, who detached paities 
everywdierc to flistvess, by military eviction, 
tliosH w Iiose chiefs had not made their tnibmisMon. 
Tlie abliot and his eommuinty having retreated 
layond the Forth, their lauds WTre sovt*rely 
forayed, as thiir seiitiiiieiits w'oro held peculiarly 
inimical to the alliain^e with England. 

Aiuoiight tlie_^nps d<‘laeh(‘d on this service 
was a snji.xb*]mly eomiiianded l»y Mtavvavih 
JJolton, a captain in the l<]ngli.sh army, and full 
of the blunt and unpre tending gallantry and 
generosity which has so (dbui distingnislied tliat 
nation. Itesiscanee was in vain. JClspeth Hry- 
done, w'heii she deseried a dozen of horsemen 
threading their way up the glen, with a man at 
their head, whose scarlet cloak, bright aimour, 
and dancing plume proclaimed lum a Icudir, 
saw no betlir protection for herself than to i.s.'Ue 
iiom the iron grate, covered with a long mourn- 
ing veil, and, lioldiiig one of her two sons in 
each hand, to nieel the Englisliman state her 
»lesevted coiulilion~-|>laeo the little tow'er at his 
command — and beg for his nierey. Pdie staled 
in a few brief W’ords her intent «ou, and added, 
*1 submit, boeause 1 have nao means of resist- 
anee.’ 

‘And I do not ask youi iwibiiiissioii, mistress, 
for the same reason,’ replied the Eiiglishman. 
‘To be satisiied of your ])eaeoM intentions is all 
I ask; and from wh.it ^ou tell me there is no 
reason to doubt them.’ 

*At least, air,’ s.iid ItHapeth TJrydone, ‘take 
share of wdiiit our s pence aild om- garners aTord. 
Your horses are tired — your folk want refresh- 
ment.’ 

‘Not a whit— not a whit,’ answered tie* honest 
EngliHliiiiaTi ; ‘it shall never be said W(* disturbed 
by carousal the widow of a brave sohlier while 
she was iiuusrmng for her husband.— Comrades, 
face abotC— Yet stay,’ he added, chocking his 
war-horse, ‘my parties are out in every dirc( tion ; 
they must have some token that your family are 
under my assurance of safety. — Here, my little 
follow,* said he, 8|)cakhig to the eldest boy, who 
might ho about nine or ton years old, ‘ lend me 
thy bonnet.* 

The child reddened, looked sulky, |a(l h^sit- 
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ated, wdiile the mother, with many a yrr .md 
nrty jfshaWf and such sarsenet chidings as tenuer 
mothers give to spoiled children, at length suc- 
ceeded in snatchiifg the bonnet from him, imd 
handing it to the Englisli leader. 

iStawartli IJollon look his embroidered red 
cross from his barret -cap, and, putting it into 
the loop of the boy’s bonnet, sahl to the mistress 
(for the title of lady was not given to dames of 
licr degree), ‘Piy this token, wlii«'h .ill my people 
will Te.s)ipet, you will be freed from any iinpor- 
lunity on the pjirt of our forayors.’ * Ho platjcd 
it oil the boy's bend ; hut if wlis no sooner th(<re, 
than tlie little fellow', Ids veins spelling and his 
eyes shooting fire fliiough tears, snatched the 
bonnet from his Im.'ul, and, ero bis niolber eoiild 
interfere, skimmed it into the brook. The (»lliei* 
boy r.aii instantly to Jish it out again, threw it 
back to bis brother, fust faking out this eIos^, 
which, w’ith gn'at veneration, he hissed and ])Ut 
into hh bortoni. Tim Euglishmau was half 
diverted, half surjnised wMth the scene. 

‘What mean ye by throwing .away SainI 
(Icorgo’s red cros,*. (* said he to tliei rider hoy, in 
Ji tone betwixt jest and eanifst, 

‘Peejiiisc Saint (Jeorge is a Southron saint,’ 
said the child sulkily. 

‘flood!* saiti Stawarth Holton.-- ‘ And what 
did you mean hy faking it out of the hiook 
again, my little Mlow i ’ he di'inauded of tho 
younger. 

‘ Heeaiise flm ])vu‘st says i< is the conmioii si; n 
of ralvation to all good Chrintiiiiis.’ 

* Why, good again I’ said tlie honest soldier. 
‘I protest unto you, niistiess, 1 envy you lluse 
l)oys. Arc they both yours ? ’ 

Staw'ortli liolton had reason to put the<[uei»ti«)n, 
for Halbert (llendinning, tho elder of the two, 
liad hair as dark as the raven’s plumage, black 
eyes, large, bohi, and sparkling, that glittered 
imdcr eyebrows of the same complexion ; a skin 
deep embrowuied, though it could not be ienned 
sw'arthy, and an air of activity, frankness, and 
detenninatioii, far beyond his age. On the othi^r 
hand, Edw'ard, the yminger brother, was light - 
haired, blue-eyed, and of fairer eoniplexioii, in 
eoiitilenanee r.ithcr ]>ule, and not exlnbiliiig that 
rosy liuo xvhieli eoloms the .sanguine elieek of 
robust lie.alth. Yet the hoy had nothing sickly 
or ill-cjonditioiied in Jiis look, but was, on the 
e(i*tidry. a fair and liaiidsonm child, with a 
.smiling face, and mild, yet chct’rfnl eye. 

Tho mother glanced a proud motherly glance, 
fiist at the one, and limn at lluj other, ero she 
aiisw’ercd the Englishman, ‘ Surely, sir, they are 
botli my children.’ 

‘And by tho same fatlmr, mistress;?’ said 
Slawarili ; but, seeing a blush of dis])lea&uvo 
ou.se on her brow’, he instantly added, ‘Nay, I 
mean no offenco ; 1 wouhl have asked the sjiine 
(juestion at any »)f my gossips in merry Lincoln. 
— Well, dame, you liave two fair boys ; I wouhl 
I could borrow one, for Dame Bolton and I live 
childless in our old hall. — Come, little fellows, 
which of you will go w'ith me ? ’ 

'3’lie trembling mother, half- fearing an ho 
spoke, drew tho children towards her, one with 
either hand, while they both answered the 


* Note C* 0.*llaiitry, 
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Btraiigor. ‘ I w ill not go itli you,’ said Halbert 
boldly, * for you are ii falsc-li carted Southron \ 
and the Southrons killed my father ; and I will 
war on you to the death, when 1 can draw my 
father’s sword,* 

* (lod - a - mercy, my little levin -bolt,’ said 
Stawartli, ‘ the goodly custom of deadly feud 
Avill never go down in thy day, I ])resuino. — And 
you, my fine white-head, will you not go with 
me, to ride a coek-liorso ? ’ 

‘No,’ said Edward demurely, ‘for you aic a 
heretic.' 

‘ Why, God - a - mercy st il 1 ! ’ said Staw.jrt h 
Bolton. * Well, dame, I see I shall find no le- 
cruiia for niy troop from you ; and yet I do envy 
you these two little chubby knaves.’ He sighed 
a moment, as was visible, in spite of gorget and 
corselet, and then addul, ‘And yet, my dame 
and I w'ould but quarrel which of the knaves wc 
shfuild like beat ; for I should wish for the hlack- 
eyed rogue— and slie, I warrant me, tor that 
bliic-eved, fair-haired darling. Natheless, wo 
must brook our solitary wedlock, and wish joy 
to those that are more fort unate. Sergeant Bntt 
sou, do thou remain hero till rcealled- protect 
this family, as under assuiaiico— do them no 
wiong, and siiUcr lU) wrong to be done to them, 
as thou wilt answer it. - Dame, Brittson is a 
married man, old and steady ; feed liim on w’hat 
you w'ill, but give liim not over much linuor.’ 

Dame Glendiuniiig again otfered refresnmeiits, 
hut with a faltering voice, and an obvious desiie 
her invitation should not be aeeejiicd. TJio fact 
was that, supposing her hoys as jirccioiis in the 
eyes of the Eiiglishmaii as m Ii(‘r own (the most 
ordinary of panuital errors), &h(3 was half afraid 
that the admiration he expressed of them in .his 
blunt manner might end in his aetnally carrying 
olF one or other of the little dai lings W'hom he 
aiijieaiod to covet so much. She ko[)t hold of 
tlioir hamls, thcrc'fore, as if her feeble stiength 
could h.ive been of service, had any \i(»lenco been 
intended, and saw, w'ilh joy she eouhl not dis- 
guise, the little jvnty ol horse eounterrnareh, in 
order to descend the glen. Her leeling-? did not 
C3oape Staw'arth Bolton : ‘I forgive you, dame,’ 
he said, ‘for being suspicious that an English 
falcon w^as hovcu-ing over your Scottish’ niooi- 
brood. But fear not— those who haic fewest 
ehildrcu have fewTst cares ; nor does a w’iso man 
covet those of another household. Avlieu, dame ; 
w'hen the blaek-oy(*d roguo is able to drive a 
foray from England, teach him to spare w’omcii 
and children, loi' the sake of Stawarth Bolton.’ 

‘ God ho with you, gallant Southron ! * said 
Klspcth Gleiidinning, but not till lie w'as out of 
hearing, spurring on his good horse to regain the 
head of his j»arty, whose plnmago and armour 
wo»o now glancing and gradually disappearing 
ill the disLance, as they winded dow'ii the glen. 

‘Mother,* said the elder boy, ‘I will not say 
aincn to a prayer lor a Southron.* 

‘ Mother,’ said the younger, more reverentially, 
‘is It right to pray for a heietie * ’ 

‘The God to wdiom I ]miy only knows,* 
answered i>oor Elspeth ; ‘l)ut these two w'ord.s, 
Southron aud Iviotie. have already cost Scotland 
ion thousand of her bist aud bravest, and me a 
^husband, and you a father ; aud, whether bless- 
ing or banning, I never wish to hear them mow. 


—Follow me to the Place, sir,’ she said to Britt- 
son, ‘ and sueh as wo have to olfer you shall bo 
at your disposal. ’ 


CHAPTER IIL 

Tljcy lit^htcd down on Tweed water, 

And blew their coals sae het, 

And fired the Man h .ind Te\iotd.ile, 

All in an evening lace. 

Auld M/iil.\nd. 

Tiin report soon spread tliroiigh the patrimony 
ol Saint Miiiy’s and its vieiuity, that tlic niiHtiess 
ot Gleiidcarg had ri'eeived asMir.iiieo trom the 
English ciij'tain, amhthat her cattle w'ere not to 
lie driven otf, or her coin hiirncd. Among others 
who heard this repoit, it i cached the ears ot a 
lady, who, once iniieh higher in rank than 
Elspeth Glendiuniiig, was now by the same 
calamity reduced to even greater misfoituiic. 

She W'as the wddow of a hravc soldier, Waller 
Avencl, descended of a very ancient Border 
i imily, w ho once posses-jcd immense estates in 
EGvdale. These hud long since passed tiom 
them into other hands, hut they still enjoyed an 
ancient barony of considerable extent, not very 
Jar from the patrimony of Saint Mary’s, .mu 
l^ing upon the same side of the river wiLli the 
narrow vale of Glendearg, at Hie head of wdiich 
was the litth* tower of the GlenCffiS^Ithga. Hero 
they liad lived, bearing a respectable rank 
amongst the gentry of their province, though 
neither woaltliy nor powerful. This gcncrul 
legard had been miieh augmented by the skill, 
eoiuage, and ciiterpi ise wdiich had been divphiyed 
by Walter Avcnel, the laot baron. 

\Vhen ScoIIuikI began to leeover from the 
dieadful shock she had sustained after the batllo 
of Pinkie-elcueh,* Avcnel was one *of the first 
who, assembling a small force, set au e.xaniplo 
in those bloody and nnsjiaiiiig skirmishes, wdiich 
showed that a nation, though conquered und 
overrun by invaders, may yet wage against them 
such a war of detail as shall in the end become 
fatal to the ioreigiieis. In one of those, how- 
ever, Walter Avcnel tell, and the new's whh'h 
came to the house of his lathers W'as followed 
liy the distracting uitelligeneo that a party of 
Englishiiieii were coming to plunder the mansion 
and lands of his widow', in order, by this act of 
terror, to ])revent others from following the 
example of the deceased. 

The unfortunate lady had no better refuge 
than ilio miserable eottage of a shepherd among 
the hills, to which she w’as hastily removed, 
scarce conscious where or for wdiat purpose her 
tci rifled attendants w’eie removing her and her 
infant daughter from her own house. Here sho 
W'as tended with all the duteous service of ancient 
times by the shepherd’s wile, TihbMCackot, who 
in bettor tlays had been her own bo^’W’omaii. 
For a time the lady was unconscious of her 
misery ; but when the iirst stunning effect of 
grief was so far passed away tlmt sho could form 

* [This engagement took place in 1547 on a field about 
seven miles east of Edinburgti. The Scotch forces were 
defeated with much loss by the English under the E^rl 
Heitford, afterwards Duke of Somerset.] 
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an ostimatc of her own situation, iho widow of 
Avenol liad ^janse to envy the lot of her husband 
in his dark and silent abode. The domestics 
who had guided heato her jHaec of lefuge were 
presently obliged to disperse lor Iheir own saloty, 
or to seek lor necessary suhsistenec ; and Ihe 
shepherd and his wife, whose iioor cottage she 
shared, were soon after dcjui\i ' of the means of 
atfording their late niistres'. even that coaisc 
sustenance which they liad gladly shared with 
her. Some of the English foniyeis had discovered 
Slid driven off the low .sheep uhieh hafl escaped 
the first researches of their avaiiee. T>\o cows 
shared the fate of the remnant of their stock ; 
they had afforded the family almost their sole 
support, and now famine appeared to si arc them 
in the laeo. * \ 

‘ We are broken and beggared now, out and 
out, ‘said old Martin the shepherd, and he wrung 
his hands in the bitterness ol agony ; ‘ the 1 hieve**, 
the harrying thieves ! not a clool left of the hale 
hirsel ! ’ ^ * 

‘And to see ]>oor Gri/^y and rriimhie,’ said 
his wife, ‘turning back their m'cks to the byre 
and routing, while the stony-hearled \ illaius were 
hrogging them on w'i’ their lances ’ ’ 

‘'Inere \vero but four of them,’ said ^lartin, 
‘and I have seen the day forty wad noi have 
ventured this Iciigtli. Hut our strength and 
manhood is gane with our puir maister.’ 

‘ For the sakji^f the holy rood, whisht, man,* 
said thf Jl‘'^o(Tw ile ; ‘our leddy is half gane 
already, as ye may see by that fleightering of 
the ee-Iid— a word niair and she’s dead outright.’ 

‘ I could almost wish,' said Martin, ‘we wore 
a’ gane, for what to do jiasses my puir wdt. I 
care little for mysol’, or you, Tibh— w'O can make 
a fend — w'ork or want— * we can do baith, but she 
can do neither.’ 

They canvassed their situation thus ojiciily 
before the*lady, oouvinced by the naleiics.s of h<T 
look, her quivering lip, ami dead-set eye, that 
hIib neither licard nor understood what the) 
were saying. 

‘There is a way,’ said the shcjfiierd, ‘hut I 
kemia if she eould her lieart to it — Theie's 
f^limoii Gleudiniiing’a widow' of the glen yonder, 
lias had assiiraiiee Irom the Houthron loon**, and 
iiae soldier to steer them for one cause or othei. 
Now, if the leddy could i»ow her mind to take 
quarters with Eispeth (llendinniiig till better 
days east uj), ime doubt wail he doing an 

honour to the like of her, but ’ 

‘An honour!’ answered Tihb ; ‘ay, by my 
wwd, sic an honour as Avad be pride t(* her kin 
inony a lang year after her baue.s wcie in the 
mould. 0, gudernan, to hear ye even the Lady 
of Avenel to seeking quarters wi’ a Kirk-Aassal's 
widow ! ’ . , . , 

< Loath should I he to wish her to it, said 
Martin ; ‘ hut what may we do ?- to stay here is 
mere stp^^tion ; and where to go. I’m sine 1 
ken UM mair than ony tup I oyer lierded.’ 

‘Speak no more of it,’ said the widow of 
Avenel, suddenly joining in the convei-sation, ‘ I 
Avill go to the tower.— Dame Eispeth is of good 
folk, a widow, and the mother of orphans— she 
will give U8 house-room until something be 
thou^t upon. These evil showers make the 
jlow bush better tliau ^no biel^.’ , 


‘See there, see there,’ said Martin, ‘you see 
the leddy has twice our sense.’ 

‘And natural it is,* said Tibb, ‘seeing that 
she is convent-bred, and can lay silk broiden, 
ibrbv whitc-.seam and shell -w^ork.* 

‘i)o you not think,’ said the lady to Martin, 
still cUspiiig her cliild to her bosom, and making 
it ( Icar liom w hat motives she desired the rofugf , 
‘tint lUme Glendinniiig will make us wel- 
come ' * 

‘Blithely w I Iconic, blithely wolroine, my 
leddy,’ an.swoicd Martin eheciily, ‘and ivc shall 
dcscric a welcome at her hand. M(‘n arc senreo 
HOW', my leddy, with tliesewai<; ami gie me a 
thought of linje to it, I can do as glide a daj’o 
dcirg ns ever 1 did in my lile, a,nd Tibh can f^orl 
cows A\ith ony li\ing w(*inan.* 

‘And niuckle mair couhl T do,’ .•^aid Tibh, 
‘were it ony feasible house*; but thne amII bo 
neither iM'iiiUns to mend, nor jiiiiners to busk up, 
ill ElM>eth Glendinniiig's.’ 

‘WliLdit wi’ your pride, w'omaii,’ said the 
she])heKl ; ‘ciieueh )e can di>, liailh outside .ind 
inside, an yc set yoiir mind to it ; and haid it it. 
if we twa ennna work for thice folk’s meat, for by 
my dainty ivce leddy Ihnc. (\»mp awn, coino 
awn, nae me in staying berc laiiger; we bn\o 
fi\e Scots miles ovci moss and muir, and that is 
nae easy walk Im* a Inhly bom ami bred.’ 

Household stuff there wr.s little or none to 
remove or care for ; an old ]>ony w'hieh Imd 
esenped the ])lnndereis, owing jairtly to its piti- 
ful apiicarance, ])artly from the reluctance Avhieh 
if show ed t o l»c caught by strangers, was enijiloycd 
to carry the few blankets and other trifles which 
tliey ]) 0 &scssefl. M*hon Shagmm came to his 
ma.stei*’s well-known wdiistle, he was aiiriirised 
to find the poor thing had been wounded, thougb 
'slightly, by an arrow', Avliich one of the foiaycia 
had shot otf in anger aftei he had long chased it 
in A^ain. 

‘ Ay, Shagrain,’ said the old man, as he aiiplird 
something to the ivouml, ‘must you rue the. 
lang-how as weel as all of us ’ ’ 

‘What eorniT in Sertland mes it not^’ said 
the Lady of Avenel. 

‘Ay, a), madam,’ .'■aid Maitin, ‘God keep flu* 
kindly Scot from the clotli )aid shaft, and he 
will keep himself from the hanily stroke. But 
let ns go our way ; the tra.sh that is lett I iviiii 
come hack for. Then* is nae ane to stir it hut 

the good iicighhoin and they’ 

‘For the loi'c of tmd, guiJcmaii,’ said his W'ife, 
ill n reinonati’ating tone, ‘hand your jieaee t 
Think w'hat y(*’re saving, ami wc h.ie sac nincklo 
wild land to go oier hefoic we win to the girtli 
gate. ’ 

The husband nodded nequicseence ; for it was 
deemed highly imprudent to speak of the fairies, 
either by their title of (food nevjhhmirs or by any 
other, especially w'hen about to pass the places 
Avhich they were supposed to haunt.* 

They set fonvard on their iiilgriinage on the 
list day of October. ‘ This is thy birthday, my 
sweet ilary,’ said the mother, as a sting of bitter 
recollection croFsed her mind. ‘0, wbo could 
have believed that the head, w’hicb, a few years 
since, was cradled amongst so many rejoicing 




* Not$ D. Th« Fames. 
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friends, may i^erJuips ihls nij^Ut seek a cover in 
vain ! ^ 

The exiled fiimily then sc‘( forward, —Mary 
Avonel, a lovely girl hcUeen live and six years 
old, rifling gil^y lasliioii n[>oii Shagrani, betwivl 
two bundles of bedding ; ibe Lady of Aveuel 
wMllviiig by the nninials side ; Tibb leading the 
niidle, and old Maitin '\\alkiiig a little bi*for<‘, 
looking anxio\isly around liiiii to explore the 
^\av. 

Martin’s task as guide, afli r t\rr) or tliiee mile ’ 
u.ilkmg, l)ncame nioic* difiicull tluni be himseli 
had exported, or then lie ^. 1 =; willing to avow, 
ll ha)»pene(| Ibal the extcnsiui i.iiige ol padur- 
age, uith \vhi'*lj he uas con'i' iv 'iii. 1 1 v to tlje 
west, and to get into the little valley of (llen- 
deaig he Inid to proncfl easteily. In tluMvildiu* 
distriets ol Seotlainl, tlie pasvign from one v.de 
to nnotlier, ollurwisio ihni hy tleseending thet 
wbleli you leave, mid reiseending the other, is 
often very dinieiill. Heights ami liollou ^ 
inossei and roeks intervene, and all tbo?e loenl 
impediments uhieli tlirou a tiaveibi out ol his 
eour'-o. So tlj.il Martin, howiwer sure of his 
gonoral flireetion, heeaino eonseioiis, and h 1 
length uas lorced lelneiantly to admit, that he 
had missed the direct road to Cllondearg, though 
he insisted they must be very near it. ‘If we 
eaii but win across lliis wide bog,' he said, ‘I 
shall warrant yo aie on the top ol the tower.' 

But to got aerosa tho bog was a point of no 
small difficulty. The farther they ventured into 
it, though proceeding with all the caution which 
Martin's experience reeoinmendod, tho more 
unsound the ground became, until, after they 
had ])asaed some placPF of great peril, their best 
argument for going forwanl came to be, that 
they had to encounter equal danger in returning. 

The Lady of Aveuel hail been tenderly nur- 
tuiGil, but what will not a worn m endure when 
her child is in danger * Cumplaiiiiug loss of tlie 
dangers of tho road than her attendants, who 
had been inured to such from tlieir infancy, she 
kej)t ber.self close by the side of the pony, watch- 
ing its every footstep, and rend}’’, if it should 
fioimdor in the morass, to snatch her little Mary 
from its hack. At leiigtli they came to a place 
where the guide gi-eatly hesitated, for nil around 
himNvero broken lumps of heath, divided from 
eucli other hy deep sloughs of black teiiaciou'- 
rniiu After gi'cat consideration, Martin, select 
ing what he thought the safest p.4lh, began 
liiMisclf to load forward Shagram, in order to 
aJford greater security to tho child, But Slia- 
gram snorted, laid his ears bai’k, stretelicd his 
two feet forward, and drew his hind loot under 
him, so as to adopt the best ]»ossible posture for 
obstinate resistaneo, and refused to move one 
yard in tho direction indieiitod. Old Martin, 
much ]Uizzlcd, now hesitiated v/hether to exert 
his abaolntc authority, or to defer to the con- 
tumacious obstinacy of Shagi'ain, and was not 
greatly comforted by his wife's observation, who, 
seeiiqj Shagram stare with his eyes, distend hie 
nostrils, and tremble with terror, hinted that 
'be surely saw more than they could see.’ 

In this dilemma, the child suddenly exclaimed^ 
Bonnie leddy signs to us to come yon gate.* 
Tl^ey all looked in the direction where the child 
but saw nothing, save a wreath of rising 


mist, which fancy might form into a hnmnji 
figure, but wliieh afforded to Martin only tho 
sorrowful conviction tliat the danger of their 
situation was about to be .increased by a heavy 
fog. He ouee moic essayed to lead foiward 
Shagi*am ; but the animal was inlloxible in its 
d''te!iiiinationnot to move in the direction Martin 
recommended. ‘ Take your aw ii W'ay for it, then,* 
said Maitin, ‘and let us sec what you can do 
for 11 M.’ 

iSh.igram, abandoned to the discretion of his 
own free will, set off boldly in the diredion the, 
child liad ])ointed. Tlieie w as nothing wonderful 
in this nor in its bringing them safe to tho other 
side ol I he dangeious nioijss ; lor tho iiistinet of 
these anim.ds in traversing bogs is one of the 
most enrioii-, iiarts o^’ tlieir nature, and is a fact 
geiieiaiiy eslalili.shed. lint it was remarkaldo 
that the child more than once mentioned tlie 
bcanlifiil lady and Ict signals, and that Shagram 
.scenn'd to be in tbo seciet, always moving in the 
same direfi.on wiiieh slie iiidiiated. The Lady 
of Aveuel took bttlc notice at the time, her mind 
being jiroliably oetmpied by the instant dangei ; 
but her attendants exchanged expiTSsiv'’0 looks 
with each other more than once. 

‘ All- Hallow Kve ! ’ said Tibb, in a whisper to 
Martin. 

‘ Tor tho mercy of Our Lad}', not a word of 
that now!’ said Maitin in leply. ‘Tell your 
beads, woman, if you cannot b g, silen t.' 

When they got once more ground, 

Maitin recognised certain landmaiks, ‘hr cairns, 
on the topvS of tho neighbouring hills, by which 
ho was enabled to guile his eourbc, and ore long 
they anived at tho Tower of (llendcarg. 

It w’as at tho sight of this little fort al ice that 
the misery of her lot pressed hard on the iioor 
fjady of Arcnel. When hy any accident they 
h»d met at church, market, or other place of 
public lesort, she remembered the distant and 
res]K*ettul airw'ith which the wife of the warlike 
baron was aildrcssed by the spouse of tho humble 
feuai . And now, so much w as her jiride humbled, 
that fbe was to ask to share the precarious Jiafety 
of the same feiiar’s widow, and her pittance of 
food, which might perhaps be yet more jirc- 
earious. Marlin )irobably guessed W'hat was 
passing in her mind, lor he looked at her with a 
wistful glance, as if to deprecate any change of 
resolution ; and answering to his looks, rather 
than his words, she said, w’hile the sparkle of 
subdued pride once more glanced from her eye , 

* If it were for myself alone, 1 could hut die — but 
for Miis infant —the last diedgo of Aveuel ' 

‘True, my lady,’ said Martin liasiily; and, 
as if to jirevont the jioasibility of her retracting, 
ho added, * I will stop on timl see Dame Klspoth 
— I ken'd lior husband w'cel, and have bought 
and sold with him, for as great a mau as ho 
w’aH.* 

Martin's tale was soon told, and flojit all ac- 
ceptance from lier companion in nustortuno. 
The Lady of Avencl had been meek and cour- 
teous in her prosperity ; in adversity, therefore, 
she met with the greatest sympathy. Besides, 
there was a point of pride in sheltering and 
supporting a woman of such superior birth and 
rank ; ana, not to do Elspoth Glondinning in- 
justice, she felt ey)»|Aithy for one whose fato 
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resembled her m\ii iu many jioiiits, yet ^\ns» 
ho much more ••p\eri*. Evcr> sneties oriu>s[ii|- 
alily was end rcsjjetdlully extended to 

the distre.si>ed inivellei-?, and (hey were kindly 
requested to ft„y ns at (jlnidearj' as (heu* 
circunibtaneea lendciod netessiiy, or tl»rir iii- 
clinaiiou inonijitf'd. 


L/J IPTKf: n\ 

Nl l. 1)C I fiuiivl 1)V thor OPl iwfd, 

Ji tl] t tlim ( -h.'ll )» (1 jUidkI. 

WIkii I'oltlins li.uml, liom iiu, oi l.,n, 

(.Jj JiiiJjL, oi llooil, ‘ V iJl.i Ilf mi n ‘ 

tijiLii' ‘ Otii to Ttat. 

A's the eouritfy beeniiie mue sei tied, tlie Lady 
t>l‘ A \ Olid would have uiJliiigly leturned to hn 
hiislwnd’s mansion. Ihd tiiat was no longii iu 
her j)Ower. Jt \\as a oJ‘ minority, >^heii 

the strongest had the IhsI light, and when ads 
ol usurpation w Cl e Irorpieiit miiongst those A\ho 
had much power a ml little eonaeienee. 

Julian Avcnel, tb*' younger In other of the 
deceases! Waltei, was a jiersou of this deseiip- 
lioii. lie hesitated not to sei/c upon liis 
brothers liouse and lauds, so soon as the lelnal 
of the Kiiglish jicrmittcd liiin. At first, he 
ftceupied the propcity iu the name ol his nieee ; 
but when the lady proposed to leliirii with her 
ehild to the mn|Usion oi it ^ fathers, he gave her 
to undcji'/dut^iat A>onol, being a male fief, 
descended to the brother, instead ol the daughter, 
of the last possessor. The am ient philosopher 
doelined a dispute with the cnqieror who com- 
manded twTnty legions, and the widow of Waltru 
Aveuel was in no eondition to maintain a con- 
test with the leader of twenty moss-trooncis. 
Julian was also a man of serviee, wlio could back . 
a triend in case of need, and was sure, therefore, 

10 find pwteclors among the ruling powers. In 
short, however clear the little Mary’s right to 
the possessions of hd* father, her mother saw 
the necessity of giving way, at lea^t lor the 
time, to tbe'us?irT»etioii < f her uncle. 

tier pati'Uico and foihearanco were so far 
Httended with advanlage, that Julian, for very 
shame’s sake, coiihi no lonycv sutler her to be | 
absolutely ricpeiidcnl on llic ch.iiity ol KUpcIh 
(llendinninL,. A dio\ ••ol caltb* and a bidi 
(which wcie probJJy mis'.td by •'onie KngJi^li 
fanner) were driven to the pasliires of (Jlendc^irg : 

presents of raiment and lionsobold sill (1 wen sent 

liberally, and some little mom'v, lliough wifh .i 
more sparing hand :*foi those in the situation 
of Julian Avcnel could come morn cMsily hy the 
goods than the representing medium of idlue, 
'and made their yiryments chiefly in kind. 

In the meantime, the w idowv of Walter Av( trel 
and Simon (Shwlinniug had become babimaled 
to each other’s society, and w^ero unwilling to 
part. JpiK* Indy eouhl hope iio more secret and 
sceuT(fresidcncc than in the Tower of (ilende.v/g, 
and she w*as now in a crnidition to suppoit Ikt 
share of the mutual housekeeping. Elsjieth, on 
the ether hand, felt pride, as well as ]jleusnre, 
in the society of a guest of such distinction, and 
was at all times willing to pay much greater 
Reference than tho Lfidy of Walter Avenel conld 
^ prevailed on to accept, ^ 


I Martin and his wife diligently served tho 
united tiunily iu their several vocations, and 
I 5 'iehhsl nluslicme to botli lUistrossc.s, though 
alwjus tonsirlering themfH'lves ns the esj»c(i.il 
senaiits ol the Lady ot Aveuel. This distiue- 
tion .somttimes oc<'jisioned a slight demve of 
dilleitnee belvioen Dame Llspcth aud Til)b ; tho 
ionner being jcaloihs of her own consequence, 
ami the hdtev a])t to lay tf>o much stross uiwu 
the laid: ami family oJ hoi mistress. But both 
Wfie alike de‘'iious to eoueeal such jwtty 
•‘(juabbles lioiii tin* lady, Ikt hostess S{*are« 
yielding to hei old domestic in lespect for her 
person. Nfitlier did the dillerence exist iu such 
a degree as to inteinqd tli<‘ general liarinony of 
the family, lor the oiu* wisely gtue W'ay as she 
s'lw the o'llur huoitie waim ; and Tihli, thniigU 
she <»ileu gave the liisl ])io\<»( silioii, Imd gener- 
ally the s(‘nse to be the tiist m U‘lim|nishing 
the argument. 

The world which lay beyond was graduidly 
foigoiten by the inhabit on Is ol this sequestered 
gleu, and unless whin she attuided muss at the 
Monastery Clnirdi upon soipe high holiday, 
Alice ol Avem I almost foigot that she once held 
ail e«pial rank with the ]uoml wives of tho 
ncighhoiiring hnroiis and nobles wdio on siieli 
occasions croAV (led to the solemn it}’, Therccoi- 
lettion gave her little pain. She loved her 
hushand lorhiinstlf, and in his i nest hiiahlc Joss 
all Ics >cr subjects of regret had e(*ased to interest 
her. At tmics, indeed, she thought of eJaiining 
the i>rolPC*tion of the C^neen Eegent (Mary of 
Guise) lor her litlle oiphan, but the fear of 
Julian Avcuol always camo between. She was 
sensible that he w’ould have neither scruple nor 
difiiculty in s))iritiug away the child (if ne did 
not proceed Imthor), should he once consider 
. its existence us ionnidable to his interest. Be- 
sides, he lived a wild and unsettled life, mingling 
iu all leudb and foioys, wlii'iever there was ». 
sjiear to he broken ; he evinced no purpose of 
inairylng, and the fate wdiieli he continually was 
braving might at length remove him from his 
usnrT»e(l inlicritance. Alice of Aveuel, therefore, 
judged it wise to check all aiubilious iboiights 
foi the present, and remain (piiet in the lufh' 
Init ppa( coble irtieul to wh’uh I'losideneo had 
(ondiu'bd hei. 

11 was u[KUi an All Hollow’s K\e, wluui the 
family hod K’sid^d logclhei lor the space ol 
imc(\ yeni Ihof the doT'C'stie eirele was as- 
I } unbhfl jouiid llie blo/iii;, fiiif-fiK*, in the old 
I no now h'lll ol the 'Towei ol (.'lendearg, Tlie 
I idea of tlie mostei or nlislU'^^ of the mansion 
feeding or hiing fipait Peom their domeBtics 
was ot lliis pniod ne\(r (nterlained. The 
hichesl < nd of tlic boanj, the* most commodious 
settio i>y the fiiv, -Hicm* were the only marks 
of (list iiiel ion ; and the servanU mingled, with 
d'‘lerejiee, indeed, but uuieproved and with 
lieedom, iu wluiteviT (onveisdiion was going 
forw’ord. But the Iv/o or three domestics, kept 
merrly for ngi'ioiiltiual purposes, had retired 
to their own cottages without, and witli them 
a couple of wenches, usually emplpyed within 
doors, the daughters of one of the hinds. 

After their departure, Martin locked, first, the 
iron grate ; and, secondly^ the inner door of the 
tower, w’hen the domestio oirele was thus iqr* 
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ranged. Dame Elsj»otli s.it juilliiig the thread 
from her distaff; Tihl) watchod the i)rogrcss 
of scalding the wliey, which hung in a large 
pot upon tin* a chain icniiinatcd hy a 

nook, wliicli was susi)cnded in the chimney to 
serve the purpose of the modern eraue. Martin, 
'while huHied in rei).‘iiriiig some of the household 
articles (for every man in those days was his own 
carwnter and smith, as well as his own tailor 
and shoemaker), kept from time to time a wuUh- 
M eye upon the three children. 

They were allowed, however, to exercise theii 
juvenile restlessness hy running np and down 
the hall, behind the seats of the elder rnemhers 
of the family, with the jirivilege of o(casionally 
making excursions into one or twm small apait- 
inoiits which opened from it, and gave excellent 
opportunity to jday at hide-nnd-scek This 
night, however, tlie ehildren seemed not dis- 
pOHO/1 to avail themselves of their privilege of 
visiting these dark regions, hut ])refcired earrv- 
ing on their gamhurs in the vicinity of tlie 
light. 

In the meanwhile, Alice of Avenel, siitingelose 
to an iron candlestick, which .siij»j)firte(l u mis- 
8lia])cn torch of domestic manufacture, lead 
small detached passages from a thick chi.peil 
volume, which slie jnmerved with the great(*st 
rare. The art of reading the lady had acquit ed 
hy her residence in a iinnnery during her yonlli, 
but she seldom, of* late years, put it to any other 
use than penisiug this little volume, which formed 
her whole library. Tlio family listened to the 
portions 'which she selected, as to some good 
thing which there “was a merit in hearing with 
respect, whether it was fully understood or no. 
To lier daughter, Alice of Avenel had determined 
to impart their mystery more fully, but the 
knowledge was at that period attended with jiei- 
honal danger, and w’as not rashly to ho trusted 
to a child. 

The noise of the romping children iuteirui)tcd, 
from time to time, the voice of the lady, and 
drew on the noisy culprits the rebuke of Eispelh. 

* Could they not go faither a-field, if tliey I»c- 
hoved to make such a din, and disturb the lady’s 
good words?* And lliis eominaiid was hacked 
with the threat of sending the wJiolc ]»<irty to 
bed if it w^as not attended to puiictnally. Acf ing 
under tlie injunction, the children first pliyed at 
a gi-cater distance fi'om tlio party, and moie 
quietly, and then began to stray into the adjacent 
apartments, as they became impatient of the 
restraint to wdnch they wore subjeefod. Hut, 
all at once, the tw’o hoys came opon-monthefl 
into the hall, to tell that tliero was an armed 
man in the R])enee. 

‘ It must he CUiristio of Clinthill,’ said Marlin, 
rising; ‘what can have brought him here at this 
time ? * 

‘ Or how came ho in ? ’ said Elspcth. 

‘ Alas ! w’hat can he seek ? ' said the Lady of 
Avenel, to whom this man, a retainer of her 
husband’s brother, and w’ho sometimes executed 
his commissions at Glcndoarg, was an object of 
secret apprehension and sitsjiicion. ‘Gracious 
Havens ! ’ she added, rising up, ‘ where is my 
child ? * All rushed to the spenee. Halbert Glen- 
dinning first arming himself w’ith a msty sword, 
•lUl, thO younger aijissiag upon the kdy’a boi>k. 

A, 


They hastened to the sfieiice, and W’cro reliovod 
of a part of their anxiety by meeting Mary at 
the door of the apartment. She did not seem in 
the slightest degree alarmed ,pr disturbed. They 
1 iibhed into the spenee (a sort of interior apart- 
ment ill which the family ate their victuals in 
the .summer season), hut t here was jk' one there. 

‘Wliero is Christie of Clinthill?’ asked Martin. 

‘I do not kiiow^,’ said little Mary; ‘1 never 
saw him.’ 

‘And whal made yon, ye misleard loons,* said 
Dame CIs])clh to lier two hoy.s, ‘come yon gait 
into the ha’, roaring like Imllscgs, to liighton 
the Icddy, and hci lar fiac strong ?’ Tlr* hoys 
looked at each oilier in silence and coiilusioii, 
and their motliei proceeded with her leefure. 
‘(\iuld ye find iiae nj'dit for dahin but Hallow - 
(‘*en, and iiac lime hut when the Jeddy W’as 
ii‘adiiig to iLs about the holy saints ? May ne’er 
he ill iny fingers, if I diiina sort ye haitli for it ’ * 
'riie eldest hoy bent his ey(*s on the gi'ouud, the 
younger began to weeji, hut neither spoke ; and 
tlic mother would have ju’oeoeded to extremities, 
hill for the intcr])osi1ion of the little maiden. 

‘ Dame Eispelh, it was in// fault— 1 did say to 
them llijit I .saw a man in the siiciice.’ 

‘And what made you do so, child,’ said her 
mother, ‘ to stai lie iis all thus ^ ’ 

‘Jleeause,’ said Maiy, lowering her voice, ‘I 
could not Iiel]» it.’ 

‘ Js’ot helj) it, Mary’*— you o q(\isioi ied all this 
idle noi.se, and you could not ? How 

mean you by that, minion ? ’ * 

‘There leally was an armed man in this 
sjienee,* said Mary; ‘and heoanse I was sur- 
prised to see liiiii, J cried out to Halbert and 
Kdward’ 

‘She lias told it lierself,’ said Halbert Olen- 
dinniug, ‘or it had never been told hy me.* 

‘Noi by me neither,’ said Edward eimilonsly. 

‘ Mistress Mary,’ said Elspcth, ‘youaievcr told 
us anything before that w’^as not true ; tell us if 
this was a Hallowe’en eantrij), and make an end 
of it.’ Q’lio Lady of Avenel looked as if she 
would have interfered, but know not liow ; and 
Elspcth, who was too eageily curious to regard 
any distant liiiit, perscvere/l in her inquiries. 
‘Was it Christie of the Clinthill? — 1 would not 
for a mark lluit lie were about tlio house, and a 
body no kcii whaiir.’ 

‘ It was not Christie,* said Mary ; ‘it w'as— it 
was a gentleman— ta gentleman with a bright 
hieastpiate, like what I hae seen laiigsyne, when 
we dwelt at Avenel* 

‘Wlint like was lie?' Vontimicd Tihb, who 
now took share iu the investigation. 

‘ Black -haired, black -eyed, with a peaked 
lilaek lieard,’ said the child, ‘and many a folci 
of jieirliiig round his nock, and hanging down 
liis breast ower liis breastplate ; and he had a 
beanfifiil hawk, with silver bells, standing on 
his left hand, with a crim.son silk hooil upon its 
head* ^ 

‘Ask her no more questions, for the love of 
God,* said the anxious menial to Elspcth, ‘but 
look to my loddy ! * But fhe Lady of Aveuel, 
taking Ma:y in her hand, turned hastily away, 
and, walking into the hall, gave thorn no oppor- 
tunity of remarking in what manner she received 
the child’s Communication, which she tbus cUt 
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short. What Tibh thought of it a]»j»pai'ecl from | 
her crossing herself repeatedly, and whispering 
into Elspetli’s ear, ‘Saint Maiy preserve ns I - 
the lassie has seen h^r father ! ’ 

When they readied tlie hall, they found the 
lady holding her ihiughter on her knee, and kns- 
ing her rejieatedly. When they enteied, she 
again rose, as if to shun ol)ser\a^ on, and retired 
to tlie small apartment where her child and she 
O'^eupiefl the same bed. 

'I’he boys were also sent to their cabin, and no 
one remained by the hall lire save the faithful 
Tihli and Dame Elsiieth, excellent junsons both, 
and as thorough gossips as ever uagg(‘d n tongue. 

It was but natural that they should instantly 
resume the suhjeel of the supernal nial appear- 
anee, for such tiiey dcenie^ it, which had this 
niglit alarmed the Vainily. 

‘ I could hae ^^ished it had been tbe deil him- 
self — bo good to and preserve us '--latber than 
Christie o’ the ('‘lintliill,’ said the matron ol the 
mansion, ‘for the word inns ri<e in the countiy 
that lie is ano of the inaisl maslertu’ thieves CM*r 
lap on horse.’ 

‘IJoiit-tont, Dame Klsjrdh,’ said Tihb, ‘fear 
VC naething trae ('hristic ; tods keeji their am 
Imles clean. You Kirk-folk make sic a laslieiie 
about men shifting a woo bit lor tlieir living ’ 
Our Border-lairds would lide with few men at 
their back, if a’ the light-handed lads ueie out 
o’ gate.’ , 

‘ BetteP tl»^V mde wi’ nane than distress the 
eountiT-s^de the gait they do,’ said Dame 
Elsfietli. 

‘ But wha is to baud back the Southron, then,’ 
said Tibb, ‘if ye take an ay the laiiees and 
broadswords ? 1 trow we aula \Aive8 eouldua do 
that wi’ rock and wheel, and as little the monks 
wi* bell and book.’ 

‘And sae weel as tire lances and Inoadswoi'ds 
hae kept tjiem back, I ti-ow ’ — I Avas inair be- 
holden to ao Southron, and that was Stawartli 
Bolton, than to a’ the Border-riders ever woic 
Saint Andr-ew’s cross — I reckon their bkel]niig 
back and forward, and lifting Inmcst men’s gcai, 
Iras been a main cause of a’ tire breach between 
u.s and England, and I am sine that cost mo a 
kind gudeman. They sjioke about tiro w’edding 
of the Briiico and our (,)uecn, but it’s as like to 
be the driving of lire (Jnni^>crland folk’s stocking 
that brought them down on ns like di’agons.’ 
Tibh would not have failed in other eirciimstanecs 
to answer what she thought reflect ions disparag- 
ing to her country folk ; Imt she recollected that 
Dame Elspoth was misft-eas of the family, curbed 
her own zealous patriotism, and hastened to 
change the subject. 

‘And is it not strange,’ she said, ‘that the 
heiress of A^'cnel should have seen her father 
this blessed night ?' 

‘ And yc think it was her father, then ’ ’ said 
Elspelh Glflndinning. 

‘ WlntT else can I think ? ’ said Tibb. 

‘ It may liae been something waur in his like- 
ness,’ said Dame Glendinning. 

* I ken naething about that,’ said Tibb , — * but 
his likeness it was, that 1 will bo sworn to, just 
as he used to ride out a-hawking ; ibr, having 
enemies in the country, ho seldom laid off the 
bmstpUte; and for my added Tibb, *I 


diniia think a man looks like a nmii unless he 
has steel on his hre^ast, and by his side too.’ 

‘ I have no skill of your Irarncss on br*eosl or- 
side either,’ said Dame Glendinning; ‘but I ken 
tlieie is little luck in IJalloAve’en sights, for I 
have had ane niysel’.’ 

‘Indeed, Dame Elspeth * ’ said old Tibh, 
edging her .-.tool closer to the huge clboAv-chair 
oceujncd by her fiieiid ; ‘1 should like to hear 
aiiout that.’ 

‘Yc nraiin ken, then, Tibb,’ said Dame Glen- 
diirning, ‘ that when 1 was a iicm]>ie of iiinetec n 
or twTirty, it Avasna my fault if 1 wasna at a’ 
tlie nrerry-niakiiigs time about.’ 

‘Thai was Aciy natural,’ said Tibb; ‘but A'’ 
hae sobered since tbal, or ye Avadna baud our 
braw gallants sae lightly.’ 

‘I have had that A\nd sober ino or ony ane,* 
said the matron. ‘ Aw eel, Tibb, a lass like me 
wasna to lack wooers, for 1 AAS'^nasae ill-lavouied 
that tbe tykes wad bark after me.’ 

‘ How’sliould that be,’ said Tibb, ‘and you sic 
a A\eel-fa\oiired AAoiriair to this day’’ 

‘Fie, lie, eriininei*,’ said the nialiou of Glcii- 
ilearg, hitehiiig her seat of honour, in her turn, 
A little nearer to the cutty stool on winch Tibb 
was seated ; ‘avccI- favoured is jiast my lime of 
day ; but I might jinss then, for I Avasiia sae 
tocherloss but Avliat 1 had n bit land at my 
breast-lace. My lather was ])oitioner of Little 
dearg.’ 

‘ Ye hae Idl’d mo that before,’ said Tibb ; 

‘ but anent the Hallowe’en ^ ’ 

‘ AavccI, EAveel, 1 had mair joes than ane, but 
1 lavouied nane o’ them ; and sae, at llalloAve’en, 
Father Nicolas the cellarer— he AAas cellarer 
hefoie this tat her, Father I’lemcnt that now* is — 
Avas cracking his nuts and drinking Ills blown 
beer A\ilh us, and as blithe as niiglrt bt*, and they 
AAould have me try a eantiip to ken Avha suld avoiI 
me : and the monk said tlreie A\as iiac ill in it, 
and if there Avas, he would assoil mo for it. Ami 
Avha but I into tire barn to A\iiiiioAv my three 
weights o’ naething — sair, sair my mind misgave 
me for fcai of Avrang-doiiig and wrang-suffering 
haitli ; hut 1 had aye a bauld sjiirit. I had not 
AAiniiow'cd the last weight dean out, and the 
moon A\as .shining blight njiun the floor, A\lieii 
in .stalked the j»reseiiee of my clear Simon (llen- 
dinning. that is noAV linpjW". I never saw Irini 
ilainer in my life than 1 cJid tliai moment ; he 
leld nj) an arrow as he ])assed me, and I swiTrfd 
EAva wi’ fright. Miicklo AA'aik there was to bring 
me to myscl’ again, and sair they tried to make 
mo believe it was a trick of Father Nicolas and 
Siiiioii betAveeii them, and tliat tire arrow A\as to 
signify Cujiid’s shaft, ns the father called it ; 
and moiiy a I imo Simon Avad three]) it to me after 
I was married— glide man, he liked not it should 
he paid that he was seen out o’ the body I — Bui 
mark the end o’ it, Tibb ; we were married, 
and the grey-goose Aving Avas the death o’ him 
after a’ ! ’ 

‘As it has been of ower mony brave men,* said 
Tibb ; ‘ I wish there wasna sic a bird as a goose 
in the Avide warld, forby the decking that wo 
hae at the burn-side.* 

‘ But tell me, Tibb,* said Dame Glendinning, 

* what does your leddy aye do reading out o* that 
thick black book wi’ the sHver olaajis at^ 
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owei monj^ gndc woi Is iii it io foiuc flip oiiy 
bofl} l)ut i j)i u -.t Vji it m ne iboiit Kobm liood, 
or Honx <) J nj(lsi> s billiiif i, aac iJ 

ki'Ti l)pUn wli it lo SI} It ] mil 310 misdoubt 
iii,<}oui 1 iisli siiK ^\n} lull J 'tt id Idu ill l( 
hu I d id I hint i ^luisls aii I 
( 11 Jill s 

\ hit iiH It i<ou Io iloubt 111 } lotld}, (1 
oii\tniii^ di SI ( 1 tit s Diiiu (rl( udiiiiiii 
Slid lilt Intldiil liM) an tliii Mill ndid nil 
toiuhin ' iht liaini it s mkI kind slit vi is 1 iii 
oil 11 illoWt (U Ills UlIK Mil ^int 10 I til } 
tint ii( boi n oil H illout iiMlnh s iinii linn 
illici toll 

And Ih d w id 1 the t n tlnii tliittho 
bniii dirliii II d II II kl( dll iluiitnlidit i\\ 
if it 1i 1 1 bill mv M lib it liniisdl, ttil\ 

1 hi 11 b \\]i() IS <f siild intuit 111 AS J 1i 
\ inmioii } the 1ml m lit oI i (onstiiuv liiil 
il s ill < Ml tus iM > bi II SI dits iinii imtui il 
to 1 i 

Mint iiii> AM 1 b mil libb Mn <ii 
TTillovsi tn In AS s 1 nil i T till >i an I nii 
mild puisli 1)11 st AS 1 I in bn hid tin iii^lit 
ossii, Mid ^11 Hill as fliy bi^uii l»ut It i i 
tint tin SAM it bum i lust hkr dlni hums i 

liny sei youis 1 uid (\ ipt tlin bliisid 
Jii lit ind iin bitoK Aslun ai as(k m tint 
Avc iiy b ()4 on tin lonllnii, 1 kenn i th it it snw 
iinn thin itlni lolk 

*But Avliat siw sin in the ho^^ then said 
Damt (doiuliiinin^ Moiby mooi cotks iiiel 
Ik »th(i hlf itci / 

* ihc AAoan sias '•omcthiiic; like a AAhite h Idy 
that AS Pise d ns till ^»'itc ‘'aid lihb Avhen am 
AApu like to liai ]itiishcd xii Ihi mt slii^^s 
( pitiin it Asas that Shi^iiin lusled and 1 ken 
Miitin +liinks liP ‘'onietbiii/ 

‘AnclAAlnt might tin vshil ktldy bp iid 
1 ] jipth hivp yi oiiy f^ius^. o thlt ? 

Its Avrpi kend tint l)nm i Isit th iil 
Tioh, dt y hid liAed nneh I ^iil link i I li 
dime ycAsadnahe to scok in liiat mattei ’ 

‘ 1 hao ayp kcopit my im h i house ihiinc my 
lit id bald Llspcth, not Asithoiit eiutiliasis mil 
it 1 hiAdii lived AAi gut t ilk, gilt folk hiiAe 
iiVLtl Asi me 

Weel, AvofI, dame *said libb ‘}oui ]»n Ions 
}) lyt I iUp ( ASA lilt olicini niPinl Ihil ve 
uiiiin Itn the gn it am nut finnllts canna lo 
liNt sciMil Asi the oithniiy siunls (pint t) 
111 m ’)hk.( SiuiiL Anthony Smut Lutiiboit, anl 
tin like that oo m ind giug it eveiv siunei 
hi lelin/ huttheyhu i soil ot smuts >i iiwols 
oi sshat ne>t titln u^ Is, ii 1 nln tlit AMi t 
^fanlcu oi Aveinl, lie is ki u 1 osmi tho L il 
eouutiy Anel sin i a} i seen to y mniti iid 
"wail btloie oiiv o (hit lamily elics asA\n«'\M(I 
kfiiM by tAventy lolk beteiii Hip ele Uli ed M iltei 
Ave nol, li ily bi lu e ist ’ 

Hi she e indouie miii Hi in Hi it, ’said El poth, 
somewhat spornfully, ‘they need la make iniuy 
AOASs to her, 1 tiow Can sin make nap hettci 
1 nd loi them than that, and has iiopthnigbtitti 
to fio than wait on them i ’ 

Mony briAv services cm tho White Maiden 
do foi thorn to the boot of that, and has dune m 
the auld histones,’ oaid Tibb, ‘but I mmd o’ 
naetlnng m my day oaoent it was her that the 
saw in the bog.* 


‘ AavciI, lAM 1 , libb ’said Dimo (dpiidinmiig, 
using iinl lighting the iron limu, ‘these aie 
gieit jiiivilpps of }om gi iml folk But Oiu 
1 ily ind Siunt I’lul aie^good eiipiich saunts 
loi me nud Is Asiiriiit tlnni nevpi Icayp mo 
in 1 ^ 11 it 111 V X ill help nn n t o , seeing 1 
sc 11 1 tom AAixin e indlc to then ciiapcls pAciy 
( Ml llenn and if tiny aie ind ®eui to Avpt]) at 
my de itli I Avniant them smile at my )oy 
jiil 1 m/ If nil Ailiilk ITeaven send lo all ot in, 
linen 

Annn luswi eel lilh dr outlv • ‘and lum 
it s time 1 1 uld hip nj) the wee bit t^iHieiin^ 
till I I the liK 1 owi 1 )A\ 

Busily shi '^1 1 beis If i) }Kiloim tin dill} 

I In leliit e 1 Simon ( Inidnniiug did hut iiiuse i 
moiiH lit to e 1 st i In^diul lud i lutioiis ed uiei all 
iioniid till hill to fi that nothing aa as out c ' 
ii> pio])ei ])1 u I till n, A ishiug J hb good night, 
she 1 III 1 II) le I )si 

‘The d ilsinthe euiiin «aid Tihh io herself , 
‘bctni slie w is th aaiIi el a eoikliird shi 
Hiinl Jierslf nnidii 1 tiow than the bowei 
A\ n in i hl> oi tint ill llsviiij; givtu 
Aent to liei nipi i 1 s])lieii in this lillh 
ej 111 die n Til b il ol took lie i eli to slimil ei. 


(/nP//n K 

\ pn t y i> n Jilt t* licflfs they 

11 sli 11 t J f. uhtr II ht t 1 st Imp fori 
») Its VI hell birk nst h » hill thi compel 
I J e 1 t rn v i nnf lo llic Mistci s f 1 i ^ 

• Ut€ I t > b 1 bel re the 1 U i )i lire 

VI i Ilf tl m n ithmdtl 1] li dies p 

Jli 1 ) the I w r nil I utlo \Mth thi w U 

I in 1 1 1 i 1 \i \ 

Il I hralth of the Lilly ol Avenrl Ind bu i 
giiduilly eltiavin^ ♦ ei siiitp hei elisastei It 
seemed is il the Ipav yc us Avliuh ledloAvod lici 
liii binds ele it h b lel d me on liei tlip Aioil- ol 
h II leenliiiy She leist the fiesn eli tnity ei 
I )uu Hu coloni and the mipn ot health, inel 
I line A isied Avaii, uni fcihle Sho apppaiecl 
t ) hiA e no loi mod e e in])l iint , y t it av i'- e videiit 
t) Ihosp who Inked on lit that lioi Hiength 
wineldiily H i Jip it leiipth bteiimt hUnehed 
A nd he 1 1 y I d n y 1 1 she si »okp not of any dt sii c 
( > see a ])ii(s 1 , until*’ Ispe tli (ileiidiiinnig in hoi 
cil eeiild 11 t lotian fioin touehing upon a 
pennt Aihich sin dionipd e sentiil to salvatnm 
Alice of Aa iiel ui lyrd lui hint kindly, and 
ihniil eel liPi Jt ii 

It 111} goo 1 ])U( t aaAuIiI tilvP tin tiouble ol 
sii h i loiimey shi •■j d he lionldl i wileome 
1 i the piiyeis imt lesson ol the pood must bn 
it ill turns ulv iTii lens 

I Ins ejnift aeqmiseence aaas not quite what 
]^l j)i H (Hendmmiig Avisheel oi expieted Sin 
niieli up liowovfi by lie i own enthusiasm, feu 
the lid} s Aiant of rage mess to ayakliorsoM ot 
glnstly coun el and Mu tin was elesjAate he I, 
Avith '•ueh haste as Rhagt im would mike, to 
play one of the leligioiis men of Saint Mary’s to 
come up to administoi tho hst consolations to 
the widow of Walter Ay end 
When the ssenston had announced to the 
lord abbot that the lady of the umquhi^e 
Waltei de Aa end was in yciy weak health la 
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tho Tower of GlenJear^, and desired the assist- 
ance of a father confessor, tho lordly monk 
paused on the request. 

‘ We do remcinbLM* ^Valter dc Avonel,’ he said ; 
*11 good knight and a valiant ; lie was disjios- 
sessed of hi'i land's, and sluin by the Southron. — 
Way not the lady conic hither to the sacrament of 
et)nfft.ssioiJ ' tlio road is ilistant and painud to 
tiavel.’ 

‘'Hie lady is unwell, holv la ur,’ answered 
the saevi.stan, ‘and unable to beai tlie journey.* 

‘Trin* — ay-- \( s- -tlu’ii niiisl one ol our 
brethren go to her. Knouc>l thou if .she ha 111 
aught of a joiiiturp from this Waller ileAMUiel 

‘Very litth*, holv' rather,’ said the saiuistan ; 
‘she hath resided at (llendearg t-inee Inr 
husband’s death’ well -nigh j^ou the chaiii^'ora 
j)oor widow, called Els]i'‘lh » llcndiiining.’ 

‘Why, tliou knowost .ill the willows in IIm* 
country-side ! ’ said the al)l»ot. ‘ IIo ! ho ! ho !’ 
and he shook his jiorlly shies at his own jest. 

‘ Ho ! ho ! ho ! ’ eeliocd the saeilstan, in tie* 
tone and time in w'iiieli an iutcrior .applauds tlie 
jest of his HU])erior. — Then added, with a hyjM)- 
critieal suullle, and a sly t\siukle of his cy*', ‘ It 
is our duty, iiiojat holy I’.ithei', to comfoit the 
widow— He ! lie ! he ! ’ 

Thi.s last laugh was more inodcratc, until the 
abbot should put his sanetioii on tlie jest. 

* IIo ! ho!’ said the abbot; ‘then, to leave 
jesting, Father Jhilip, lake thou thy riding 
gear, and'^o to*confc.is ihis Dame A vend.’ 

* But,’ '« 5 aid the saeristaii 

* Give me no Jluls ; neither But nor If pas.s 
bctw^ccn monk and abbot, Fsither Philip ; tho 
liaiids of disoiplin*^ inii&t not ho relaxed — ^lieresy 
gathers force like a snowdull— ilio rauJtitudo 
ovpcct confessions and preachings from the Ilenc- 
dictine, as they would from so many beggarly 
friars — and w^e inaj* not desert the vine^aixl, 
though tlicutoil be gi’icvoiis unto us.’ 

*And witli so little advantage, to the holy 
Wona.stery,’ said the sacristan. 

‘ Tmo, Father Philip ; but w’ot j'on not tlmt 
wbat preveiitctli harm doth good ! *rhis .Julian 
de Avciiel lives a light and evil life, and should 
we iicglcet the wddow' of liis brother, he might 
foray our laiids, and wi* iiever able to show W'lio 
hurt us;— moreover, it is our dniy to an ancient 
family, wlio, in iheir ([.qv, have been bene- 
factors to the abhfy. A^vay wioii llioe, instantly, 
brother ; ride night and day, cn i 1 I»o necessary, 
and let men see how diligent Abbot Bonilace 
nud his faithful <*hildrcn are in the oxceution of 
their spiritual duty, — toil not deterring them, 
lor the glen is live niile.s in length, —fear not 
withholding Ihoin, for it is said lo ho haunted 
of sj)Octros, — nothing moving them from jmrsuit 
of their spiritual ei,lling ; to the confusion (jf 
calumnious heretics, and the comfort .and edifica- 
tion of all true and faithful sons of tho Catludic 
Church. 1 iwoiider what our lirothcr Eustace 
w ill say lib tliis ? ’ 

Breathless witli his owm picture, of the dangers 
and toil which he was to encounter, and the 
fame which ho was to acquire (both by proxy), 
the abbot moved slowly to finish his limchoon 
in tho refectory, and tho saciislan, with no very 
good will, accompaniod ol^l Martin in his return 
t(^ Gleadearg; tlie impdiment in the 


journey being tho trouble of rcstrabdug bis 
jiam pored mule, that she might tread in some- 
thing like an equal pace with poor jaded Slnagram. 

After remaining an hour ]ii piivate with his 
penitent, the monk returned moody and full of 
thought. Dame, Klsjicth, W’ho had placed for 
the honoured guest soim* refreshment in the hail, 
was struck wuth the embarrassment w'hieh nj»- 
iicarcd in his eounleiianec. Elspetli watched 
him with giciit anxiety. Mhe observed there Avns 
that tui hi.-; brow which lather reseinhlcd a 
per.Mm i‘omc lioiii hearing the coiifessiou of some 
eiionuuiia ciinu , titan tlic look oi aconfes.sor who 
n‘.'.ignc(l iL rceon, ikd penilint, not lo earth, hut 
lo heaviu. Alter long hesitating, .she could not 
ill length refrain bom ha/aidiug a question. 
8 hi‘ was sure, she said, tin* leddy liad made an 
easy shrilt. l''j\e years had llicy resided 1 o- 
getlier, and she eiiuld salcly hay, no woman lived 
ln't tlT. 

‘Woman,* smuI the saeristan si i inly, ‘thou 
spt'akesi thou kiiowesi not Avliat. —What avail-, 
t 'earing the outside ol tijc ])Jai(er, if tho inside 
l>e foul with hcicrty t ’ 

‘ Our dishes ami tvonehers are not so clean as 
tliey could he wislicd, holy father,’ said Elspetli, 
hut hall iimlerstauding whaL he said, and hc- 
giniiing wiih her apron toAvipe the dust from the 
jilili «, of Avhieli she supposed him lo complain. 

* Forhi'ar, Dame Elspeth,* said tho innnk ; 
‘your [dati'fl aro as clean as wooden trenchers 
and pcAvtrr flagons ean Avell he ; the foulness 
of wfiieli I speak is i»f that pestilential heresy 
AA’hich is daily becoming ingrained in this our 
Holy Church of Rcotlaml, anil as a cunkor-A\'orin 
in the rose-garland of tho Spouse.’ 

* Holy Mother of Heaven ! ’ said Dame Elspci li, 
cros.nug herself, ‘hav(‘ I kejit house with a 
heretic ( ’ 

‘Ko, Elspeth, no,’ rc}»lied the monk; ‘it 
Avci'e, too strong a speech for me to make oi this 
iinh.qq»y lady, hut I AA’onld I could say she iji 
Iree j'loni heretical o]»iiiion.s. Akas! they fly 
about like the pe-itilcnce by noonday, aiul infc) t 

I e\cii the first and iairist of the flock ! For it i-i 
f-a.-v n> see of tliis dame that she liatJi heeu high 
in judgineiit as in rank.’ 

‘And she can A\iit« and read, 1 liad almost 
.->aid, as Aved as your reAerence,’ said Eksiudh. 

‘ Svhuin doth f^Ii''* write to, and aaImI uoth she 
lead y said the monk eagerly. 

I ‘!X.'iy,’ iv])licd DLqietJi, ‘J cannot say I ever 
MiAV ' *1 write III all, hut Jier maiden that was-- 
.'he m’w .«er\esthc familv — .;a;\ ^hc can write. -- 
And for reading, slio has often read to u.s good 
thin ,-) out of .1 thick' black volume with silver 
ehiqw,’ 

I ‘ Let me .see it,’ said the monk liastily ; *oii 
your nllegiauee as a true A'asgal— on your faith 
.as a f ‘atholic Ciiristian — instantly— instantly let 
me S'*e it.' 

’rhe good AAoman hesitated, alarmed at tho 
tone in Avhieh the eonfessor took up her infonua- 
lion ; and being moreover of opinion that what 
so good a Avoinijn as the Lady of y\venol studied 
so devoutly, could not be of a tendency abtually 
evil. But, borne down by the clamour, exclama- 
tions, and something like threats used by Father 
Philip, she at Icn^h brought him the fatal 
volume* It was easy to do this Ayithout 
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on the jmrt of the owier, as she lay on lier bod 
I oshauBted with the fatigue of a Ions conference 
with lier confessor, and as the small round, or 
turret elosel, in which was the book and her 
other trifling property, was accessible by another 
door. Of all her cflects, the book was the last 
she would have thought of socurinc, for of what 
use or interest could it bo in a family who neither 
re 1(1 thcnisolvos, nor were in the habit of seeing 
any who did? so that Dame Elspotli had no 
dilliculty in possesbing herself of the volume, 
nltliough her heart all the while accused her of 
All ungenerous and an inliospi table part towards 
her friend and inmate. The double power of a 
landlonl and a feudal superior was Wforo her 
eyes ; and to say truth, the boldness with which 
alio might otherwise liave resisted this double 
authority w’as, I grieve to say it, much (lualified 
by the curiosity she entertained, as a daughter 
oi Eve, to have some explanation ies[)ectiug the 
iiiystcrious vnluiiic which the lady eheiished 
with so much care, yet whose contents she iiii- 
jiartcd with such Ciuition. For never had Alice 
of A vend read them Miiy jiassuge from the hook 
in <iuestiori until the iron door of the tow*cr was 
1 lekod, and all jiossibility ot intrusion prevented. 
Even then, she had shown, by the .soleetion of 
]»aiticular passages, that she w'as more anxious 
to impress on their minds the ])nneiples which 
flic volume contained, than to introduce them to 
it as a new rule of faith. 

Wlien Elspeth, half curious, half remorseful, 
had placed the book in the monk’s hands, he 
exclaimed, after turning over the leaves, ‘Now, 
by mine Order, it n as I suspected ’ — My mule, 
my mule !— I will abide no longer heio.— Well 
li xst thou done, dame, in placing in my hands 
this perilous volume.* 

‘ is it then witchcraft or devil’s work^* said 
IXime Elspeth, in gre«it agitation. 

‘ Nay, God forbid < ’ said the monk, signing 
himself with the eros •». ‘ It is the Holy Scripture. 
Jlut it is rendered into Iho vulgar tongue, and 
thoicfore, by the order of the Holy Catholic 
Church, unfit to be in the hands of any liy 
person.* 

* And yet is the Holy Scripture communicated 
for our common salvation,' said Elspeth. ‘ Good 
father, you must iiistruet mine iguoranco better ; 
1 ) 11 1 lack of wit cannot be a deadly sin, and truly, 
to my iioor thinking, I should ho glad to icad 
the Holy Scripture.’ 

‘ I daresay thou w’ouldst,* said th" monk ; 
‘ and even thus did our mother Eve seek to have 
knowledge of good and evil, and thus sin came 
into the world, and death by sin.’ 

‘ I am sure and it is true/ said Elspeth. 
*0, if she had dealt by the counsel of Saint 
Veter and Saint Paul ! * 

‘ If she had reverenced the command of 
Heaven,’ said the monk, ‘which, as it pvo her 
birth, life, and happiness, fixed upon the punt 
such conditions os Dost corresponded xvith its 
holy pleasure. I tell thee, Elspeth, the Word 
that is, the text alone, read w'ith un- 
skilled eye and unhallowed lips, is like those 
strong medicines which sick men take by the 
advice of the learned. Such patients recover 
and thrive ; while those dealing m them at their 
band shall iierish by their own de^' 


‘ Nac doubt, nae doubt,* said the poor woniafi, 

* your reverence knows best.' ^ 

‘Not I,' said Father Philip, in a tone as 
deferential as he thought uould possibly become 
the sacristan of Saint Mary’s, — ‘ not 1, but the 
Holy Father of Christendom, and our owm holy 
father the lord abbot, know best. I, the poor 
sacristan of Saint Mary’s, can hut repeat what I 
hear fiom others my superiors. "Vet of this, 
good woman, bo assured — the Word, the mere 
Word, slayeth. Hut the Church haMi her 
ministers lf>glo/!e and to expound the same unto 
lier faithful eongiugation ; and this 1 say, not so 
much, my beloved brothien — I mean, my beloved 
sister* (for the sacristan had got into the end of 
one of his old sermons)—* tlys 1 speak not so 
much of the rector/, curates, and secular cleigy, 
so called beeaiisn they live after the fashion of 
the scciUam or age, unbound hv those ties which 
setpiestrate us from the w^orld ; neither do 1 
s})ej.k this of the mendicant friars, whether black 
01 grey, whether crossed or uncrossed ; but of 
the monks, and especially of the monks Bcne- 
diJ'tine, reformed on the rule of Saint Bernard 
of Clairvaux, thence called Cistercian, of which 
monks, Christian hrethroii — sister, 1 would say 
— ^great is the hapi:)incss and glory of the country 
ill possessing the holy ministers of Saint Mary’s, 
whereof I, though an unworthy brother, may 
say it hath iiroduccd more saints, more bishops, 
more popes — may our patrous^uke ug thankful ! 
— than any holy Ibniidation in Scot laniJ. Whei e- 
fore But I see Martin hath my mule in readi- 

ness, and I will but salute you with the kiss of 
sisterhood, which maketh not ashamed, and so 
betake mo to my toilsome return, for the glen 
is of bad reputation for the evil spirits which 
haunt it. Moreover, I may arrive too late at the 
bridge, whereby I may be obliged to take the 
liver, which I observed to be somewhat waxen.* 

Accordingly, he took his leave of Dftmo Elb])cth, 
who was confounded by Ihc rapidity of his uttcr- 
.iiite, and the doctrine ho gave forth, and by no 
means easy on the subject of the book, which 
hei* conscience told hci she should not have 
eommnnieated to any one, without the know- 
ledge of its owmei . 

Notwithstanding the haHc wdiich the monk, 
ns well as his mule, made to letuni to better 
qiiaitcrs than they* had left at the head of 
Glendearg; notwithstanding the eager desire 
Father Philip lAd to ho the very first wlio 
should aecpiaint the abbot that a eojiy of the 
hook they most dreaded, had been found within 
the Ilalidome, or patrimony of the abbey; not- 
withstanding, morooxer, certain feelings which 
induced him to hurry as fast as possible through 
the gloomy and evil - reputed glen, still the 
difficulties of the road, and the rider’s want of 
habitude of quick motion, were such that 
twilight came upon him ere he had ncaily 
cleared the narrow valley. • ^ 

It wras indeed a gloomy ride. The two sides 
of the vale were so near, that at every double of 
the river the shadows from the western sky fell 
upon, and totally obscured, the eastern rank ; 
the thickets of copsewood seemed to wave with 
a i>ortentons agitation of boughs and leaves, and 
the very crags and scaurs scorned liighcr and 
grimmer than they had appeared to tno monk 
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while ho was travelling in daylight and in com- 
pany. Father Pliilip was heartily i-cjoiced when, 
emerging from the narrow gloii, ho gained the 
open valley of the, Tweed, w'hich held on its 
majestic course from current to pool, and from 
pool stretched away to other currents, with a 
dignity peculiar to itself amongst tho Scottish 
rivers ; for, whatever may have been tho drought 
of tho season, the Tweed usually fills up tlie 
space between its banks, seldom lea\ ing those ex- 
tensive sheets of shingle which deform the margins 
of many of the celebrated Scottish streams. 

The monk, insensible 1o beauties wliieh the 
age had not regarded as deserving of notice, was, 
nevertlioless, like a prudent general, jileused to 
find himself out of tho narrow glen, in which the 
enemy might ha^e stolen liim uiipeiTeivod. 
lie drew up his bridle, reduced liis mule to her 
natural and luxunous amble, instead of the 
agitating and broken trot at which, to his no 
small incoiiveiiiencc, she had hitherto jiroceeded, 
and, wiping his brow, gazed forth at leisure on 
tho broad moon, wliieh, now mingling with the 
lights of evening, was rising over field and 
forest, village and fortalice, and, above all, over 
tlie stately Alonastery, seen far and dim amid 
the yellow light. 

The worst part of the magnificent view, in 
the monk’s a]»])reheiisioii, was that the Monas- 
tery stood on the o])])ositc si<le of the river, and 
that of tho muin^fiiio bridge's whidi have since 
been hiiill across that classical stream, not one 
then cxiJted. There was, however, in recom- 
jiense, a bridge tlicii standing which has since 
disappeared, although its ruins may still be 
traced by the curious. 

It w'as of a very jicouliar form. Two strong 
almtmonts were built on either side of the river, 
at a ])art whcj<« the stream was peculiarly con- 
tracted. U])ou a rock in tho centre of the 
current iva# built a s(»lid ])iccc of masonry, con- 
strueted like the pier of a bridge, and presenting, 
like a pier, an angle to the cuiToiit of tho stream. 
The masomy continued solid until the ])ier rose 
to a level with tho two abutments ujioii cither 
side, and from thence tho building rose in the 
form of a tower. The lower storey of this t<iwer 
consisted only of an archway or passage through 
the building, over cither entrance to which hung 
a drawbridge with counlcrj«iscs, cither of which, 
when drojiped, connected the archway with the 
opjiosito abutment, where thc»fdrtlier end of the 
drawbridge rested . When both bridges w’cro thus 
lowered, the passage over the river w’as comjdctc. 

The bridge-keeper, w^io was the dependent of a 
neighbouring baron, resided w’itli his family in 
the second and third storeys of tho tow’er, which, 
wlieii both drawbridges vvcrc raised, I'ormed an 
insulated fortalice in the midst of tho river. lie 
was entitled to a small toll or custom for tho 
liossage, concerning tho amount of which disjmtes 
sometimos *vose between him and the passciiger.s. 
It is iic^less to sa^ that tho bridge-ward had 
usually tho better in these questions, since ho 
could at jileasuro detain the traveller on tho 
opposite side ; or, suffering him to pass half-way, 
might keep him j>risoner in liLs tow’cr till they 
wore agi'ccu on tho rate of pontage.* 


* Note £. Drawbridge at Drtdge*end 
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But it was most frequently with Iho monlis 
Saint Clary’s that the warder had to dispute his 
perquisites. These holy men insisted lor, and 
at length obtained, a right of gratuitous passage 
to themselves, greatly to tho discontent of the 
bridge-kecjicr. But when they demanded the 
same inimunitv Jor the numerous pilgiima who 
visited the shrine, the bridge-keeper waxe<l 
restive, ami was sujiporled by his ford in his 
resistance. The controversy grew animated on 
both sides ; the abbot menaced excommunication, 
and the keojK*r of the bridge, though unable lo 
retaliate iu kind, yet made each individual monk 
who ha<l to cross and recross tho river, endure 
a sort of purgatory, cre lie w'ould accommodate 
them w’ith a j^assage. This w'as a gi’oat incon- 
venience, and would have prov(‘d a more serious 
one, but that tho river was Ibrdablc for man and 
horse in ordinary weather. 

It was a line moonlight night, as wo have 
already said, when Father Bhilij* ap]>roaehcd 
this bridge, the singular construction of which 
gives a curious idea of the insecurity of the times. 
The river was not in Hood, hut it was above its 
ordinary level — a liravy traieVy as it is called in 
that country, through wliicli llio monk hud no 
IKirticiilar inclination to ride, if he could luaiiago 
the matter be tier. 

* Peter, niy good friend,’ cried tho sacristan, 
raising his voice ; ‘ iny very excellent Irieml 
Peter, he so kind as to lower the diawbridge, 
Peter, 1 say, dost thou not hear?- -it is thy 
gossij), Father Philip, who calls thee.' 

Peter licard him perfectly well, and saw liim 
into the bargain ; but, as ho liad considered the 
.sacristan as ])eculiarJy his enemy in his dispute 
with the convent, he went quietly to bed, alter 
reconnoitring tho monk through liis looii-liole, 
ob.sorving to liis wife that ‘riding tho water in 
a moonlight night w'oidd do the sacristan no 
harm, and W’ould teach him tlie value of a brig 
the iioi.st time, on wliilk a man might pass high 
and dry, winter and summer, Hood ami ebb.’ 

After exiiaustiiig his voice in entreaties and 
threats, which w’cro equally unattoiidcd to l.y 
Peter of the Brig, as he was eallerl, Father Philii) 
at Icngtli moved dow^ii tlic river to take tho 
ordinary ford at the licad of the next streuiii. 
Cursing the rustifj obstinacy of Peter, ho began, 
nevertheless, toix’rsiiadc himself tliat tho 2Jas^ago 
of tho river by iho ford was not only safe but 
pleasant. The banks and scaltcred trees were so 
licautiliillv rcHectcd from tlie bosom of the dark 
stream, the whole cool and delicious piiituro 
furmc<l so nleasing a ('Oiitrast to his late agita- 
tion, to tlio wanntli occasioned by his vain 
oiidcavoiirs to iiiovo tho relciitless jiorter of the 
bridge, that the result was rather agreeable liian 
otlierwisc. 

As Father i^hilip came close to tho water's 
edge, at tho spot where he w'as to enter it, there 
sat a female under a largo broken scathed oak- 
ti'cc, or rather under the remains of such a 
tree, weeping, wringing her hands, and looking 
earnestly on the current of tho liver. The monk 
was struck with astonishment to see a femabi 
there at that time of night. But ho was, in 
all honest service, —and if a step farther, 1 ])Ut 
it upon his own conscience, — a devoted squire 
of dames. After observing tho maiden mr ^ 
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inoitteiit, aJtlioiiglj sbo HCfiaod to tako no notice 
of his prcMi'Dcc, ho was moved by her diatveas, 
ami williiiif to olfor his assistance. * Dhmsel,* 
said he, ‘ thou seernesl in no ordinary distrchs : 
l»crivlvciitnre, like mybclf, thou liasL I'ceii refused 
jasHfigo at the bridge} by tlio cliurlisli keeper, 
and tl)y crossing may concern then, either for 
j>orformanco of a vow, or sonic other weighty 
charge.’ 

The maiden uttered somo innrtieuLite sounds, 
looked at tho river, and 1 hen in the fa^’o of the 
sacristan. It struck Kitlier Tldlip at tliat 
instant that a Highland eliiei ol* distinction 
had been for some lime expected to pay his vows 
nt tho shrine of Saint Mary’s ; and Uiat possibly 
this fair maiden might bo one of Jils family, 
travelling alone for tho acoompliblmieai ol a 
vow, or left behind by some aeculcnl, to whom, 
therefore, it would bo but riglil and priideuL to 
use every civility iu Ids jtower, especially a-, she 
seemed iinac4iijiii)ted with the Lowland tongue. 
Such at least was the only molixe the s.iciistan 
was over known to assign for his courtesy ; if 
there was any other, 1 oueo inoie lefcr it to his 
ov;n coiiseicnee. 

To exju’c^'} liirrisolf by signs, tbc common 
hinguago of all natiom, the eautioiis baeiisian 
first ]}oinlel to tho river, then to his muh‘’s 
t rupper, and then mado, as gracefully os he could, 
a sign to induce the fair solitary to mount behind 
1dm. She soemeil to understaud his meaning, 
for slio ros(} np as ii’ to accept Ids offer ; and wdiilc 
tho good monk, wlio, as we Lave hinted, was no 
great cavalier, labouiod, with the ]»ressurc of the 
right log and tho use of tho left rein, to i»lac"* Ids 
mule with her aide to the bank in such a jioaiihm 
that the lady might mount wdth ease, she ro^e 
Iroiii tho ground with rather portentous activiiy, 
and at oiu) bound sat bold ml tho monk upon 
tho uuiuial, much tho finuor iklcr of the two. 
The mulfi by no menus seemed to ajmrovo of Dus 
double bur(l(}u ; she bounded, bolted, and would 
soon have thrown Father I’ldlip over her liea<l, 
had not tho maiden with a firm hand detained 
him in the saddle. 

At longtli tho restive bnito changed l»er 
humour; and, from refusing to budge off the 
spot, suddenly stretelied her nose homeward, 
and dasliod into Die ford as fast as she could 
soampev. A new terror now invaded tlic monk’s 
mind — the ford seemed unusuallv deep, tho water 
eddied off iu strong rijiplo fioin the (rain ter of 
the mule, and hcgsni to rise u])oii her side. 
Philip lost his jircsonoo of mind, whi( li was at no 
time liis moat leady attribute, th*' mule yielded 
to the weight of the curnmt, and as the rider w'os 
not attentive to keep licr head turned up tho 
river, she drifted downward, lost the ford and 
her footing at onoe, and began to swim wdth her 
head down the stream. And what was sufficiently 
strange, at the same moment, notwithstanding 
tho extreme iievil, the damsel began to sing, 
thereby increasing, if anything could increase, 
tho bodily foar of the worthy sacristau, 

I, 

J fernly swim we, the moon shines brijsht, 
oth cunenl and upnle are dancint; in light. 

If* have rousod the ni(j;ht raven, 1 haard him croak 
" iU 1^0 plashed alon:{ b 'nc*uh the oak, 


That iliiiq-t it-, bniad branches so for and so avkIc, 

'I heir sludov^ i are dancing in midst of the tide. 

'\Vho wakens my nestlings,’ the raven hu said, 

*My beak sh.di cre morn in his blood Ise red; 

I''or a blue swoln corpse is a dainty meal, 

And i’ll have my share with the pike and the cel.’ 

Ji. 

Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright, 

'I here's a golden gleam on the distant height; 

I'liere s a silver shower on the alders dank, 

And the diooping willows that wave on the bank. 

1 see the Abbey, both turirt and tower, 

It is all astir for the vesper houi ; 

'I he monks for the chapd are leasing each cell, 
lint where's Fathei Philip, should toll the bell? 

III. 

Mcttily swim we, the moon shines bright. 

Downward we drift thiourh shadow and nght, 

Dndei >on lork the cddie*. sleep, 

Calm .and silent, dark(und dee]'. 

'J'hc Kelpy has risen from the fathomless pool, 

He has lighted b‘ candle of death and of doui : 

Look, iatlici, look, .md you’ll laugh to see 
How he g.Lpcs .ind gkorc . with his eyes on thee ! 

I c 

(Jood luck to your ti-.hinf„ whom watih ye to-night’ 

A man of mcai, i>i a man of might •’ 

Is It la>man or piicst that must lloat in your co\e, 

Ol lover w!>o uosscs to visit his love’ 

Haik’ hcaid >e the Kelpy reply, as we pass’d,— 

* God's blessing mi the warder, lie lor'k'd the bridge 
fast 1 

All that come to my cove are sunk, 

Pi lest oi l.'iyinan, lo\ei or moi>k.’ 

How long Die damsel might Iiave continu'd 
lo sing, or where tho teriinfckiauonk’a jourmy 
might have (mdod, is uncertain. As she Hung 
the last stan/a, they arrii od at, or ratfier in, n 
broad tranquil slicta of water, caused by a strong 
wear or dam-huad, running acrovi the river, 
which dashed in a broad cataract over the barrier. 
Tho mule, whether from choice, or intiuonced by 
the suction ol the current, made towards the cut 
intended tosiqiply tho convent mills, andeiiteiv«l 
it, half swiniiniiig, half wading, ami iiitcliing the 
nulueky monk to and Jio in tho si^ddlo at a 
Icartul rale. 

As liis person flew hither and thither, his 
g.iriiient lieeaine loose, and in an ollbrt to retain 
it, his hand lighted on the volume of the Lady 
of Aveuel whicli was in liis bo.som. No sooner 
li.ul he gi’asped it, than his comjiauioii pitched 
him out of the s.nldle into the stream, wheic, 
still k('e])ing her liau'l on lii.s collar, she gave him 
two or three croofl .sotlscs in tlic watery fluul, so 
as to insure that c\ ery other part of him had its 
share of wTtting, and qnittofl her liold when lie 
was so near tho side that by a slight effort (of a 
great one lie was iiieajmble) lie might scramble 
on shore. Tliis accordingly lie aoeonqdishcd, and, 
turning his eyes to sec what had bocorao of his 
extraordinary companion, she was iiowdicre to ho 
seen; hut still he lieaid, as if from tho surface of 
the river, and mixing with the noise of the w’ator 
broaking over tho oamhoad, a fragment of her 
wild song, which seemed to nin thus : — 

I.andcd— -landed ! the black book hath won, 

KIse had you seen Berwick with morning sun ! 

Sain yc, and save yc, and blithe mot ye lie, 

For seldom they land that go swimming with mo. 

Tlio ecstasy of the monk’s terror could bo 
endured no longer ; his head grew dizzy, and, 
after staggering a few steps onward and running 
himself against a wall, he sunk down in a state 
of inseusibjlity. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Now let us sit in conclave. That these weeds 
Be rooted fium the vitK.yatd of the Church, 

That these foul taies be sevet'd fiom the wheat, 

\Ve are, I trust, agreed. — Yet huw to do this, 

Nor hurt the wholesome crop and tender vino-plants, 
Craves good adsiscnient. 

The RE^OkMAIlON. 

TiiE vesper service in tlio Monastt" Clmrcli of 
Saint Mary’s was now over. Tlio abbot hed 
disrobed himself of his magnilicent vestures ol 
cpromoTiy, and resumed his oi'dhiary habit, whieh 
was a black gown, worn over a white c.assock, 
with a narrow acajmlary ; a decent and venerable 
dress, which was calculated to set off to advantage 
tJio portly niioii oT Abbot Boniface. 

In quiet times no one could have filled tlio 
state of a mitred abbot, for such was his dignify, 
more respectably than thisi worthy prelate. lie 
liad, no doubt, many of tbo.se lialiits of sf*lf- 
indulgoncc which men aic ajit fo acijniic who 
Jive for theinselvcs alone. 11^ w^ns \ain, more- 
over ; and when boldly confronted, bad sonicfiines 
shown syuiptom.s of timidity, not very consistent 
with the high claims which Ikj ]»relcrrc(l as an 
(iniiieiit member of th<‘ Ohuich, or witli the 
])unctniil deference wliich ho exacted fiom Ids 
religious brethren, and all who were placed under 
Jiis command. But he wjah Jiosjiitahle, charitable, 
and by no means of himself dispo.sed to procee(l 
vv it li se vei'fty agafnst au> one. In short, he w ould 
in other t!ftnes have slumbered out bis term of 
])n‘ferment with as inueli credit as any other 
‘piu'iile abbot,’ wdio lived ca.sily, luit*ut the 
same time docorou.sly— slept soundly, and did not 
dia(|uiet himself wdtli di-cains. 

liut the wide alarm spread through the whole 
Church of Rome liy the progress of the Kelbnued 
doctrines, sorely clistiirhed the rejiose of Abbot 
Ikuiiface, aiicj opened to him a wide field of dutie.s 
and cares which he had never so mueli as dreamed 
of. There were opinions to he eoinhaic'd and 
refuted — practices to ho inquired into — heieties 
to he detBcted and pimi-slied — the fallen of I to 
1)0 ]‘eclainiod — the W'avering to be conlUined — 
scandal to bo removed fvoju tJie clergy, and the 
vigour of discipline to be rc-ostablislicd. To-st 
upon post anivcil at the Monastery of .Saint 
Mary’s — horses reeking, ard ridens exhausted 
— this from the Trivy Council, that fjom the 
Primate of Scotland, and this other again from 
the Queen MotJicr, exliorting, .ipiiroving, eou- 
demning, requesting advice uj)on this subject, 
and requiring infonualioh upon that. 

These missives Abbot Bonitaeo received with 
an important air of helplessness, or a lielpless 
air of importaneo, whichever Hie reader may 
])leasG to teim it, evincing at once gratifiGd vanity 
and profound trouble of mind. 

The sharji-W'itted Primate of Saint Andrews 
had foreseen tbo dofieieneies of the Abbot of Saint 
Mary’s, and endeavoured to provide for them by 
getting admitted into his Monastery as sub-prior a 
brother Cistercian, a man of ^lai'ts and knowledge, 
devoted to the service of the Catholic Church, and 
very capable not only to advise the abbot on occa- 
sions of difficulty, but to make him sensible of 
his duty in cose he should, from good-nature or 
timidity, be disposed to shrink from it. 
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Prather Eustace played the same pait in iho 
Monastery as the old general who, iu hrtoign 
armich, is )jlaccd at the olbow of the prince of 
tlio blood, who iioniinaBy oommaiids in chief, 
on condition of attempting notJiing without the 
advice of hi.s dry-nurse-; and ho shared the fate 
of all Mucli dry-nurses, being liooi'iily disliked as 
well as feared by his priiicijial. Still, however, 
the Primate’s intoniioii W'as fully answcied. 
Father Eustace became the constant theme and 
often the hnghear of the wsirthy abbot, who 
hardly darr*d to tinn himself in his hod without 
eonshleriiig w'hat Father Eusta<*e would think of 
it. Ill every ease of dilUenlty, Father Eustace 
was summoned, and his opinion asked ; and no 
sooner was the cinbanuf-sineiit n moved, than 
the abbot’s next thought was liow to get rid of 
his adviser. Tn every letter wliieh he wrote to 
tho.so in i>ovvcr, lie reeomiiieiideil Father Eustace 
to some high Church preferiin'iit, a bishopric or 
an abb»\y ; and as they dropped one after an- 
other, and were otheiwise eonfeired, he began to 
think, as ho eonfessid to the sacristan in the 
bitterness of bis sjiirit, that the Monastery of 
Saint Mary’s had got a lifeieiit lease of their 
suh-pvior. 

Yet more indignant he W'ould have been liud 
lie suspected that Father Eiistaee's amhitioii was 
lixcsl upon his own mitre, whieh, from sonifi 
attacks of an njumleetie nature, deemed by tlie 
abbot’s friends to he moie seiious Ilian by him- 
self, it was sii])po.sed might bo shortly vacant. 
But the eonlUlenee wliieb, like other dignitaiies, 
ho leposed iu liis own health, prevented Abbot 
Boniface from imagining that it lield any (k>ii- 
eatenntion with the motions of Father Eustace. 

The necessity undt r which Jic found himself 
of (‘Onsulting with his grand adviser, iu cases of 
real ilifficulty, rendered Hie worthy abbot i)ai- 
ticularly deshous of doing without him in all 
ordinary cases of udministiation, tbough not 
W'illiout eonsideiiijg what Father Eustace would 
have said of the matter. Ho scorned, therefore, 
to give a hint to the snb-jirior of the bold stroke 
by which he had despatched Brother Philip to 
Hleiuleaig ; but when tlie ve.q)eis came without 
his re-appearanee he became .a lit Ho umasy, the 
more as other matteis weighed ujum his mind. 
The feud with thewoirdia oi kee})er of 1 lie bridge 
threatened to be attended with bad eoinequenees, 
as the man’s qurinel was taki n u]) by t lie martial 
Iwion under wJiom he served ; and pressing 
lettom of an uppleasant temleiiey liad just anlvi'd 
from the lliiiiute. Jake a gouty man, who 
catches hold of bis eniteh while lie curses tlie 
infinnity that i educes him to use it, the abbot, 
however reliietaut, found Jiinnself obliged to re- 
quire Plustac(*’H piesenee, after the service W’os 
ov'cr, in his house, or ruHier ]talaci*, which was 
aitaelwtf to, aiifl niatle i>art of, the Monastery. 

Abbot IJonifaee w^as seated in his high-hacked 
chair, flic grotesque carved liack of which ter- 
minated in a mitre, before a file where two or 
throe large logs were reduced to one red glowing 
mass of charcoal. At his elbow, on an oaken 
stand, stood the remains of a roasted oa|)on, on 
which his reverence had made his evening meal, 
flanked by a goodly stonp of Boi‘deaiix of ex- 
cellent flavour. lie was gazing indolently on 
the firo, jiartly engaged iu meditation on liU 
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iMkSt and m*esent fortunes, jwrtly occupied by 
endeavouring to trace towers and steeples in the 
ted embers. 

* Yes,’ thought the abbot to himself, * in that 
red perspective I could fancy to myself the 
peaceful towers of Diuidrennan, where I passed 
my life ere I was called to pomp and to trouble. 
A quiet brotherhood we were, regular in our 
domestic duties ; and when the frailties of 
humanity prevailed over us, we confessed, and 
were absolved by each other, and the most for- 
midable part of the j^ienanco was the jest of the 
convent on the culprit. I cau almost fancy that 
I see the cloister garden, and the ])e.vr- trees 
which I grafted with my own hands. And for 
what have I changed all this, but to bo over- 
whelmed with busmess which concerns me not, 
to be called My lord abbot, and to be tutored 
by Father Eustace ? I would these towers were 
the Abbey of Aberbrothwick, and Father Eustace 
the abbot, — or I would he were in the fire on 
any terms, so I were rid of him ! The rriinato 
says our Holy Father the Pope hath an adviser 
— I am sure lie could not live a week with such 
a one as mine. Then there is no learning what 
Father Eustace thinks till you confess your own 
difliciilties — no hint will bung forth his opinion 
— he is like a miser, who w ill not unbuckle his 
purse to bestow a farthing, until the wretch who 
needs it has owned his excess of poveity, and 
wrung out the boon by importuiii^. And thus 
I am dishonoured in the eyes of my religious 
brethren, who behold mo treated like a child 
which hath no sense of its own. —I will bear 
it no longer 1 — Brother Bennet ’ — (a lay brother 
answered to his call), — * tell Father Eustace that 
1 need not his presence.’ 

‘ I came to say to your reverence that the holy 
father is entering c\on now from the cloisters.* 

‘Be it so,’ said the abbot, ‘he is welcome. 
Kemovc those things - or lathcr, place a trencher, 
the holy father may be a little hungry — yet, no 
— remove them, for there is no good fellowship 
in him, — Let the stoup of wine remain, however, 
and place another cup.’ 

The lay brother obeyed those contradictory 
commands in the way he judged most seemly- • 
ho removed the carcass of the half-sacked capon, 
aud placed two goblets beside the stoup of Bor- 
deaux. At the same instant entered Father 
Eustace. 

He was a thin, sharp-faced, slight-made little 
mail, whose keen gi'cy eyes seemed almost fo 
look through the person to whom he addrc&sed 
himself. His body was emaciated not only >vith 
the fasts which he observed with rigid punutu- 
aiity, but also by the active and unwearied 
exercise of his sharp and piercing intellect, — 

A iiery soul, which, working out its vray, 

Fretted the puny body to decay, 

At^ o’er-inform’d the tenement of clay. 

He turned with conventual reverence to the 
lord abbot ; and, as they stood together, it was 
scarce possible to see a moi'c complete difference 
of form and expression. The gotm-natured rosy 
face and laughing eye of the abbot, which even 
his present anxiety could not greatly ruffle, was 
a wonderful contrast to the tliiu pallid cheek 
and i|ttick penetiating glance of the monk, in 
* an eager and keen spirit glanced through 


eyes to which it seemed to give supernatural 
lustre. 

The abbot opened the conversation by motion- 
ing to hii monk to tako a ^tool, and inviting to 
a cup of wine. The courtesy was declined with 
respect, yot not without a remark, that the 
vcsjier service was past. 

‘For the stomach’s sake, brother,* said the 
abbot, colouring a little — ‘You know the text.* 
‘It is a dangerous one,’ answered the monk, 

‘ to handle alone, or at late hours. Ciit off from 
human society, the juice of the grape becomes a 
])criloii8 companion of solitude, and therefore I 
over shun it.^ 

A})bot Boniface had poured himself out a 
goblet which might hold about half an English 
jiint; but, cither ^ruck with* the truth of the 
observation, or ashamed to act in direct oriposi- 
tion to it, be suffered it to remain untasted nefore 
him, and immediately changed the subject. 

‘The Primate hath written to us,’ said he, ‘to 
make strict search within our bounds after the 
heretical persons denounced in this list, who 
have withdrawn themselves from the justice 
which their opinions deserve. It is deemed pro- 
bable that they will attempt to retire to England 
by our bordeis, and the Primate rcquiretli mo to 
\iatcli with vigilance, and what not.’ 

‘Assuredly,* said the monk, ‘the magistrate 
should not bear the sword in vain — those do they 
that turn the world upside do^n— and doubtless 
your reverend wisdom will with dufc diligence 
second the exertions of the right revofbnd father 
in God, being in the iieremptory defence of the 
Holy Church.* 

‘ Ay, but how is this to be done ? * answered 
tbo abbot ; ‘ Saint Mary aid us ! The Primate 
writes to mo as if I were a temporal baron— -a 
man under command, having soldiers under 
him ! He says, Send forth— scour tbo country 
—guard the passes. — Tnily these picu do not 
travel as those who would give their lives for 
nothing— the last ivho went south passed the 
dry-march at the Riding- burn with an escort of 
thirty s^iears, as our reverend brother the Abbot 
of Kelso did write unto us. How are cowls and 
scairtilaries to stop tlio w'ay ? * 

‘ Your bailiff is accounted a good man-at-arms, * 
lioly father,* said Eustace; ‘your vassals are 
obliged to rise for the defence of the Holy Kirk 
— it is the tenure on which they hold their 
lands— If they will not come forth for the Church 
which gives them bread, lot their possessions be 
given to others.* ^ 

‘ We shall not be wanting,* said the abbot, 
collecting himself with importance, ‘ to do what- 
ever may advantage Holy Kirk — thyself shall 
hear tho charge to our bailiff and our offloial4 — 
but here again is our controversy with the warden 
of the briugp and the Baron of Meigallot. —Saint 
Mary ! vexations do so multiply upon the house, 
and upon the generation, that a (pan wots not 
where to turn tol Thou didst Father 
Eustace, thou wouldst look into our evidents 
touching this free passage for tho pilgiims ? * 

‘1 have looked into tho ohartulary of the 
house, holy father,’ said Eustace, ‘and therein 
I find a written and formal grant of all duties 
and customs payable at the drawbridge of Brig- 
ton, not only by ecclesiastics of tliis frandetioiij 
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but by eveiy pilgrim truly designed to accom- 
plish his vowa at this house, to the Abbot 
Ailford, and the monks of the house of Saint 
Mary in Kennaquliair, from that time and for 
ever. The deed is elated on Saint Bridget's 
even, in the year of Redemption 1137, and b^rs 
the simi and seal of the grantor, Charles of 
Meigallot, great-great-grandfather of this baron, 
and purporte to no Aanted for tl»r safety of his 
own soul, and for the weal of th« souls of liis 
father and mother, and of all his predecessors 
and successors, being Barons of Meigallot.’ 

^But he alleges,’ said the abbot, Hhat the 
bridge-wards have been in possession of these 
dues, and have rendered them available for 
more than fifty years— and the baron threatens 
violence. — Meauivdiile, the journey of the pilgrims 
is IntciTUpted, to the 'prejudice of their own 
souls and the diminution of the revenues of 
Saint Mary. The sacristan advised us to put 
on a boat ; but the warden, whom th<m knowest 
to bo a godless man, has sworn the devil tear 
him, but that if they put on a boat on the 
laird’s stream, he will rive her boanl from 
board— and then some say we should eompound 
the claim for a small sum in silver.* Here the 
abbot paused a moment for a reply, but receiv- 
ing none, he added, *But what thinkest thou. 
Father Eustace ? why art thou silent ? * 

* Because I am surprised at the question 'which 
the Lord Abbot qf Saint Mary’s asks at the 
youngest ctf his brethren.’ 

*Young<ftt in time of your abode with us. 
Brother Eustace,’ said the abbot ; ‘ not youngest 
in years, or 1 think in experience — sub -prior 
also of this convent.’ 

’I am astonished,’ continued Eustace, Hhat 
the abbot of this voucrablo house should ask of 
any one whether ho can alienate the patrimony 
of our holy and divine patroness, or give up to 
an uneonsciqptious, and perhaps heretic baron, 
the rights conferred on this church by his devout 
progenitor. Popes and councils alike prohibit it 
— the honour of the living, and the weal of 
dejNirtod souls, alike forbid it — it may not be. 
To force, if he dare use it, -we must surrender ; 
but never by our consent should we see the 
goods of the Church plundered, with as little 
scmple as ho would drive off a licrd of English 
beeves. Rouse yourself, reyerend father, and 
doubt nothing but tliat the good cause shall 
pi'ovail. Whet the spiritual si>ord, and direct 
it against the wicked who would usurp our holy 
rights. Whet the temporal sword, if it bo 
necessary, and stir up tlie courage and zeal of 
your loyal vassals.* 

The abbot sighed deej>ly. 'All this,’ he said, 

* is soon Betoken by him wlio hath to act it not ; 

but* He was interrupted by the entrance 

of Bennet rather hastily. ' Tlie mule on which 
the sacristan had set out in the morning had 
returned, ' he^said, 'to the convent stable all 
over wet, lind with the saddle turned round 
beneath her Mly.* 

'Sanota Maria!' said the abbot, *out dear 
brother huath perished by the way ! * 

'It may not be,’ said Eustace hastily — 'let 
the hell he tolled— cause the brethren to mt 
torehes— alarm the village— Imny down to the 
ylver— I myself will he the foremostt* 


The real abbot stood astonished and agape, 
when at once he beheld his office filled, and 
saw all which he oiight to have ordered going 
forward at the dictates of the youngest monk 
in the convent. But ere the oraers of Eustace, 
which nobody dreamed of disputing, were carried 
into execution, the necessity was prevented by 
the sudden apparition of the sacristan, whose 
supposed danger excited all the alarm. 


CHAPTER VH, 

Ra/e out the written troubles of the brain, 

Cleanse the foul bosom of that perilous iituff 
Which weij(h^ upon the heart. 

Macbeth. 

What betwixt cold and fright, the afflicted 
sacristan stood before his Suj)erior, propped on 
the friendly arm of the convent miller, clreiiehed 
with water, and scarce able to utter a syllable. 

After various attempts to speak, tlie first 
■words he uttered were : 

*Swim we merrily — the moon shines bright.' 

' Swim wc merrily ! ’ retorted the abbot in- 
dignantly; 'a merry night have ye chosen lor 
swimming, and a becoming salutation to your 
Suj^erior I ’ 

'Our brother is bewildered,’ said Eustace ; — 

* speak. Father Philii», how is it with you ? ’ 

*Good luck to your fishing,' 

continued the sacristan, making a most dolorous 
attempt at the luno of his strange companion. 

' Good luck to your fishing ! ’ repeated the 
abbot, still more surprised than displeased ; ' by 
my .halidomc, he is drunken with wine, and 
comes to onr presence with his jolly catches in 
his throat! If bread and water can cure this 

folly' 

'With your ])ardon, venerable father,’ said 
the suh-prior, 'of water our brother lias had 
enough ; and methinks, the confusion of liis eye 
is rather that of terror than of aught unbecom- 
ing his ]»rofossion. Where did you find him, 
Hob Miller?’ 

'An it please your reverence, I did but go to 
shut the sluice of the mill — and as 1 was going 
to shut the sluice, 1 heard something gi oan near 
to mo ; hut judging it was one of Giles Fletcher’s 
hogs — for, 80 please you, ho never shuts his gate 
— I caught up my lever, and was about — Saint 
Mary forgive mo ! — to strike where I heard the 
sound, when, as the saints would have it, 1 
heard the second gi’oan just like that of a Jjlving 
man. So I called up my knaves, and found the 
father sacristan lying wet and senseless under 
the wall of our kiln. So soon as we brought 
him to himself a bit, he prayed to be brought to 
your Tcvcrenco, but I doubt mo his wits have 
gone a bell-wavering by the road. It was but 
now that ho spoke in somewhat better form.' 

'Well!* said Brother Eustace, 'thou hast 
done well. Hob Miller ; only begone now, and 
remember a second time to pause ere you strike 
in tlie dark,* . 

‘Please yw revereuoe, it sbfll be % lesson to ® 
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me/ said tlie miller, 'not to mistake a holy man 
tot a hpg again, 00 long as I live.’ And, making 
a bow, with profound humility, the miller with- 
drew. 

‘And now that this churl is gone, Father 
Philip,' said Eustace, ‘wilt thou tell our vener- 
able Huporior what ails thoe^ ait thou rtno 
gravafvs, man ? if so, we will have thee to thy 
cell.' 

‘Water! water! uot wine,’ muttered the ex- 
hausted sacristan. 

‘Nay,’ said tlie monk, ‘if that bo thy com- 
plaint, wine may ))erhnps cure thee ; ' and he 
reach^ him a cup, uhicli the i>atient drank oil 
to his great bencht. 

‘And now,’ haid the abbot, ‘let his garments 
bo changed, or rather lot him be (*arried to 
the infirmary ; for it will prejudice our health, 
should wo hear his narrative while he stands 
there, steaming like a rising hoar-1 rost.’ 

‘I will hear his adventure,’ said Eustace, 
‘and report it to your reverence.* And, aecord- 
ingly, lie attended the sacristan to his cell. In 
about half-an-hoiir he returned to the abbot. 

‘ How is it with Father Miilip ^ ’ said tlie 
abbot : ‘and througli what came he into such a 
state ? * 

* He comes from Oleiidearg, reverend sir,* said 
Eustace ; ‘ and for the rest, lie telleth such a 
legend as has not been lieard in this Monastery 
for many a long <lay.’ Ho tlien gave the abbot 
the outlines of the sacristan’s adventures in the 
homeward journey, and added that for some 
time he was inclined to think that his brain was 
infirm, seeing ho liad sung, laughed, and w^pt 
all ill the same breath. 

‘A wonderful thing it is to us,* said the 
abbot, ‘that Satan has been permitted to put 
forth his hand thus far on one of our sacred 
brethren ’ * 

‘True,’ said Father Eustace; ‘hut for every 
text there is a ]>araphraso ; and I have ray siis 
pioions that if tlie drenching of Father Philip 
comoth of the Evil One, yet it may not have 
been altogether without his own personal fault.’ 

‘ How ! * said the father abbot ; ‘ I will not 
believe tliat thou makest doubt that Satan, in 
former days, hath been permitted to afflict saints 
and holy men, even as he afflicted the pious 
Job?’ 

‘God forbid I should make quescion of it,* 
said the monk, crossing himself; ‘yet, where 
there is an exposition of the saeristaii’s tale 
which is less than miraculous, I hold it safe to 
consider it at least, if not to abide by it. Now, 
this Hob the Miller hath a buxom daughter. 
Suppose — I say only suppose — that our sacristan 
met her at the ford on her return from her 
«. uncle’s on tho other side, for there she hath this 
evening been — suppose that, in courtesy, and to 
save her stripping hose and shoon, the sacristan 
brought her across behind him — suppose ho 
carried his familiarities farther than the maiden 
was willing to admit ; and we may easily sup- 
pose, further, that this wetting was the result 
of it.’ 

*A.nd this legend invented to doeeivo us!* 
said tho a>ipe’ ior, reddening with wrath ; * but 
^ 5??^ atriotly shall it be sifted and inquired into ; 
P iHT not vfou us that Father Philip must hope 


to pass the result of his own evil praotioes for 
doings of Satan. To-morrow cite the wench to 
appear before us — we will examine, and we will 
punish.* r 

‘ Under your I’everence’s favour,* said Eustace, 
‘that were but poor policy. As things now 
stand with us, tho heretics catch hold of each 
flying leport which tends tp the scandal of our 
clergy. We must abate the evil, not. only by 
strengthening discipline, but also by suppressing 
and stifling the voice of scandal. If my con- 
jet turcs arc true, tho miller’s daughter Will be 
silent for her own sake ; and your revei'ence’s 
authoi ity may also mi[>oso silenco on he/ father, 
and on the sacristan. If he is again found to 
afford loom for throwing dishonour on his Order, 
he can be punish^/ with severity, but at tho 
sfime time with seereejr. For what say tlio 
Dcciotais • Facinora mttenefi dum punientur, 
fiagUia atifcm ahticondi dehent* 

A sentence of Latin, as Eustace had before 
observed, had oitoii much influence on tho abbot, 
because he understood it not fluently, and was 
ashamed to acknowledge his ignorance. On 
these terms they paited for tho night. 

The next day, Abbot Boniface strictly inter- 
rogated I’hilip on the real cause ot his disaster 
of the previous night. But the sacristan stocnl 
firm to his story ; nor was he found to vary from 
any point of if, although tho answ'ers ho reUimed 
were in some degiee ineohevent, owing to his 
intermingling with them ever and anoh snatches 
of tho stiange damsel’s song, whicli^had made 
such doc]) impression on his imagination that he 
could not prevent himself from imitating it re- 
peatedly in the course of his examination, Tho 
abbot had compassion with the sacristan’s invol- 
untary frailty, to which something supernatural 
seemed annexed, and finally became of opinion 
that Father Eustace’s more natural explanation 
was rather plausible than just. And indeed, 
although wc have recorded the od venture as we 
find it written down, we cannot forbear to add 
tliat there was a schism on the subject in tho 
convent, and that several of tho biethren pre- 
tended to have good reason for thinking that tho 
miller’s black-eyed daughter was at tho bottom 
of the aflair after all. Whichever way it mignt 
bo interpreted, all agreed that it had too ludi- 
crous a sound to bo permitted to get abroad, and 
therefore tlio sacristan was charged, on his tow 
of obedience, to oay no more of liis ducking ; an 
injunction which, having once eased his mind by 
telling his story, it maj be well conjectured that 
ho joyfully obeyed. 

The attention of Father Eustace was much less 
forcibly arrested by the marvellous tale of tho 
sacristan’s danger and his esca]^, than by the 
mention of the volume which ne had brought 
with him from tho Tower of Glendearg. A copy 
of the Scriptures, translated into we vulgar 
tongue, hacl found its way even iiitto the proper 
territory of the Church, and had been discovered 
in one of the most hidden and sequestered recesses 
of the Halidome of Saint Mary’s. 

He anxiously requested to see the volnme* In 
this the sacristan was unable to gratify him, for 
he hod lost it, as far as he recollected, when the 
Hujierndtural being, as he conceived her to l»e, 
took hsr, departure from him. Father Eustace 
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went down to the spot in person, and searched 
all around it, in liopos of recovering the volunio 
in question ; but his labour was in vain. Ue 
returned to the abboS, and reported that it must 
have fallen into the river or the mill-stream ; 
‘for I will hardly believe,’ he said, ' that Father , 

» ’8 musical Iricnd would fly off wdth a copy 
Holy Scriptures.’ 

‘ Being, ^ said the abbot, *as it s, an heretical 
translation, it may bo thought that Satan may 
have power over it. ’ 

* Ay ! ’ said Fatlier Knslace, ‘it is indeed his 
chiefest magazine of artillery, when he inRi>ircth 
presumptuous and daring men to set forth their 
own opinions and exposi tions of Holy Writ. Bui 
though thus abused, the Scrmturca are the source 
of our salvation, and are noinore to bo reckoned 
unholy, because of those rash men’s ])roreedinga, 
than a powerful medicine is to be coiitenincd, or 
hold poisonous, because bold and evil leeches 
have employed it to the jjrejudice of their 
patients, with the permission of your rever- 
ence, I w’ould that this matter w^crc looked into 
more closely. I will myself visit tlie Tower 
of Glendearg ere 1 am many hours older, and 
wo shall see if any spectre or white woman 
of the wild will venturo to interrupt my 
journey or return. Have 1 your reverend per- 
mission and your blessing?’ he added, but in 
a tone that appeared to set no groat store by 
either. > 

* Thou hast both, my brother,’ said the abbot ; 
but no sooner had Kustaco left the apartment, 
than Boniface could not help breaking on the 
willing ear of the sacristan his sinecro wish, that 
any spirit, black, white, or grey, would read the 
adviser such a lesson as to cure him of his jire- 
Hiimption in esteeming himself wiser than the 
whole community. 

‘ I wish him no worse lesson,’ said the sacristan, 
‘than to gd swimming merrily down the river 
with a ghost behind, and kelpies, night-crows, 
and mud-ools all waiting to nave a snatch at 
him. 

Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright 1 

Ciood luck to your fishing, whom watch you to-night?' 

‘ Brother Philip,’ said the abbot, ‘we exhort 
tbee to say thy prayers, conqiose thyself, and 
banish that foolisti chant from thy mind ;~it is 
but a deception of the devil's.’ 

‘ 1 will essay, reverend fatlier,’ said the sacris- 
tan, ‘ but the time hangs by my memory like a 
bur in a beggar’s rags ; it mingles with the 
psalter — the very bells .of the convent seem to 
repeat the woihIb, and jingle to the tunc ; aiid 
were you to put me to death at this very moment, 
it is my belief I should die singing it— “Now 
swim we merrily it is as it were a spell upon 
me.' 

He then again began to warble, 

bGood luck to your fishing, 
o 

And checking himself in the strain with difficulty, 
he exclaimed, * It is too certain — I am but a lost 
priest ! Swim we merrily I shall sing it at 
the very mass. — Woo is me 1 I shall sing all the 
remainder of my life, and yet never bo able to 
change the time t ' 

Tbe honest abbot replied, ‘lie knew many a 

0ood fellow in the same condition }’«and con- 


' eluded the remark with * Ho ! ho 1 ho 1 ’ — for his 
reverence, as the reader may partly have observed, 
was one of those dull folks who love a quiet joke. 

The sacristan, well acquainted with his 
Superior’s humour,’ end cavourod to join in the 
laugh, but his unfortunate eaiiticle came again 
across his imagination, and interrupted tlio 
hilarity of his customary echo. 

‘By the lood, Brotlier I^liilip,' said the abbot, 
much moved, ‘ you become altogether intolerable ! 
and I am convinced that such a spell could not 
subsist over a person of religion, and in a religious 
house, unless he wore under mortal sin. Where- 
fore, say the seven Penitentiary Psalms — make 
diligent use of thy scourge and haircloth — 
refrain for three days from all food, save bread 
and i^ater 1 mvsclf will shrive tbee, and wo 
will see if this singing devil may be driven out 
of tbee ; at least 1 think Father Eustace himself 
could devise no l^etter exorcism.’ 

The sacristan sighed deeply^ but knew remon- 
strance was vain. He retired therefore to his 
cell, to try how far psalmody might be able fo 
drive off the sounds of the syren time which 
haunted his memory. 

Meanwhile, Father Eustace proceeded to the 
drawbridge, in his way to the lonely valley of 
Glendearg. In a brief conversation with the 
churlish warder, lie had the address to render 
him more tractable in the controversy betvixt 
him and the convent. Ho reminded him that 
his lather had been a vassal under the eotn- 
mimity ; that his brother was childless ; and 
that their possession would revert to the Cluireh 
oil his death, and might bo either granted to 
himself, the warder, or to some gi'eater favourite 
of the abbot, as matters eliaucod to stand betwixt 
them at Ibo time. The snb-prior suggested to 
him also the necessary connection of iiiteicsls 
betwixt the monastery and the office which this 
man enjoyed. He listened with temper to his 
rude and churlish answers ; and by keeping his 
own interest fu*m pitched in his view, he had 
the satisfaction to find that Peter gradually 
softened his tone, and consented to let every 
pilgrim who travelled upon foot pass free of 
exaction until Pentecost next ; they who travelled 
on horseback or othenvise, consenting to pay 
the ordinary cnstoin. Having thus accom- 
modated a matter in which the weal of the 
convent was so deeply interested, Father Eustace 
proceeded on his journey. 


CHAPTER VHP 

Nay, dally not with time, the wise man’s treasure, ^ 
Though fools are lavish ou’t — the fatal Fisher 
Hooks souls, while we waste moments. 

Old Play, 

A November mist overspread the little vsBey, 
^ which slowly but steadily rode the monk 
Eiistaoe. He was not insensible to the feeling of 
melancholy inspired by the scene and by the 
season. The stream seemed to murmur with a 
deep and oppressed note, os if bewailing the 
departure of autumn. Among the scaUereda 
copses which here and there ftmged its banks, 
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tlie oak-trees only retained that pallid green that 
{^recodes their russet hue. The loaves of the 
trillows were most of them stiippod from the 
Wnehes, lay rustling at each breath, and dis- 
turbed by every step of the mule ; while the 
foliage of other trees, totally withered, kept still 
precarious possession of the boughs, waiting the 
lirst wind to scatter them. 

The monk dropped into the natural train of 
pensive thought which those autumnal emblems 
of mortal hopes arc i)oouliarly calculated to in- 
spire. ‘There,’ ho said, looking at tlio leaves 
which lay strowrd around, *lio the hopes of 
early youth, first formed that they may soonest 
wither, and loveliest in spring to become most 
contemptible in winter ; but you, yo lingerers,’ 
lie added, looking to a knot of beeches whicli 
still boro tlieir withered leaves, ‘you are the 

I iroud plans of adventurous manhood, formed 
ator, and still clinging to the mind of age, 
although it acknowledges their inanity ! None 
lasts — none endures, save the foliage ot the hardy 
oak, which only begins to show itself when that 
of the rest of the forest has enjoyed half its exist- 
ence. A pale and decayed hue is all it^ssesscs, 
but still it letains that symptom of vitality to the 
last. — So be it with Father Eustace ! The fairy 
hopes of my youth 1 have trodden under foot 
like those neglected rustlers— to the prouder 
dreams of my manhood I look back as to lofty 
chimeras, of which the pith and essence have 
long since faded ; hut my religious vows, the 
faithful profession which 1 have made in my 
maturcr ago, shall retain life while aught of 
Eustace lives. Dangerous it may be —feeble it 
must be— yet live it shall, the proud deter- 
mination to serve the Church of which I am a 
member, and to combat the heresies by which she 
is assailed.’ Thus spoke, at least thus thought, 
a man zealous accoruing to his imperfect know- 
ledge, confounding tlie vital interests of Christi- 
anity with the extravagant and usurped claims 
of tlie Church of Kome, and defending his cause 
with an ardour worthy of a bettor. 

While moving onward in this contemplative 
mood, ho could not help thinking more than oiico 
that he saw in his path the form of a female 
dressed in white, who apj>eared in the attitude 
of lamentation. But the impression was only 
momentary ; and whenever lie looked steadily to 
the point where he conceived the figure appoaretl, 
it always proved that he had mistaken some 
natural object, a white crag, or the trunk of a 
decayed birch-tree with its silver bark, for the 
ajipearance in (piestion. 

Father Eustace had dwelt too long in Rome to 
partake the superstitious feelings of the more 
Ignorant Scottish clergy ; yet ho certainly thought 
it extraordinary that so strong an impression 
^ should have been made on his mind by the legend 
of the saoristan. ‘ It is strange,' he said to him- 
self, ‘that this story, which doubtless was the 
invention of Brother Philip to cover his own im- 
propriety of conduct, should run so much in my 
head, and disturb my more serious thoughts— 1 
am wont, I think, to have more command over 
my Bettses. I will repeat my prayers, and banish 
such folly from my reoolleotion.’ 

•X accordingly began with devotion to 

sell ius^b$ads, in pursuance of the prescribed rule 


of his Order, and was not again disturbed by any 
wanderings of the ima^uation, until he lound 
himself beneath the little fortalice of Glendoarg. 

Dame Giendinning, who^stood at the gate, set 
up a shout of surprise and joy at seeing the good 
father. ‘ Martin,’ she saio, ‘Jasper, where be a’ 
the folk ? — help the right reverend sub-prior to 
dismount, and take nis piule from him.— Q 
father ! God has sent you iii our need— ^1 was 
just going to send man and horse to the convent, 
though 1 ought to bo ashamed to give so much 
trouble to your reverences.’ 

‘Our trouble matters not, good dame/ said 
Father Eustace ; ‘ in what can I pleasure you 1 
1 am come hither to visit the Lady of Avenel.' 

‘ Well-a-day ! ’ said Dame Elsiieth, ‘ and it was 
on her i)art that 1 had the boldness to think of 
summoning you, for the good lady ^yill never be 
able to wear over the day ! — Would it please you 
to go to her cliamber ? ’ 

* Hath she not been shriven by Father Philip?’ 
said the monk. 

‘Shriven she was,’ said the Dame of Glendcarg, 
‘and by Father Philip, as your reverence truly 
says -but— I wish it may have been a clean shrilt 
— Methought Father Philip looked but moody 
u})on it— and there vros a hook which he took 
away with him, that ’ She luiusod as if un- 

willing to proceed. 

‘Speak out, Dame Giendinning,’ said the 
father ; ‘ with us it is your,, duty to have no 
secrets.’ ‘ 

‘ Nay, if it jdoase your reverence, it^is not that 
I would keep anything from your reverence’s 
knowledge, but 1 iear I should pi'cjudice tho lady 
in your ujuiiion ; for she is an exi^ellont lady - 
months and years hath she dwelt in this tower, 
and none more exemplary than she ; but this 
matter, doubtless, she will explain it herself to 
your reverence.’ 

* I desire first to know it from* you, Damo 
Giendinning,’ said tho monk; ‘and I again 
io])cat, it is your duty to tell it to mo.’ 

‘ This book, if it jdeaso your reverence, which 
Father Philip removed from Glendearg, was this 
nioriiing returnod to us in a strange manner,’ said 
tho good widow, 

‘ Rotunied ! ’ said the monk ; ‘how mean you ?* ^ 

‘I moan,’ answered Damo Giendinning, ‘that 
it was brought hack to tho Tower of Glendcarg, 
the saints best know how— that same book which 
Father Philip carried with him but yesterday. 
Old Martin, tliat is my tasker and the lady’s 
servant, was driving out the cows to the posture 
— for we have three gdod milk-cows, reverend 
father, blessed bo Saint Waldave, and thanks to 
the holy Monastery ’ 

The monk groaned with impatience ; but ha 
remembered that a woman of the good dame’s 
condition was like a top, which, if you let it spin ’ 
on untouched, must at last come to a pause ; 
but if you interrupt it by flogging, there is no 
end to its gyrations. ‘ But, to speak no more 
of the cows, your reverence, though they are 
likely cattle as ever were tied to a stake, the 
tasker was driving them out, and the lads, that 
is my Halbert and my Edward, that your rever- 
ence has seen at ohnrohon holydays, andespooiaUy 
Halbert,— for you patted him on the head ahd 
gave him 1 ^ brwh of Saint Quthbert, which h« 
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imrt in Tais bonnet,— and little Mary Avenel, 
that IS the lady’s daughter, they ran all after the 
cattle, and began to play up and down the pasture 
as young folk will, yoi|r reverence. And at length 
they lost sight of Martin and the cows ; and they 
began to run up a little cleugh which wo call 
(7om'-nan-iS%mn, where there is a wee bit stripe of 
a burn, and they sa^' there— Good guide us !- a 
White Woman sitting on the burn > side winging 
her hands — So the bairns were frighted to see a 
strange woman sitting there, all but Halbert, wlio 
wdll be sixteen come Whitsuntide ; and, besides, 
he never feared onything— and when they went 
up to her— behold she was iiassed away ! ’ 

‘ For shame, good woman ! ’ said Father 
Eustace ; ‘a woman of your sense to lislcu to a 
tale so idle !— the*young foll^iold you a lie, and 
that was alh* 

*Nay, sir, it was more than that,* said the 
old dame ; * for, besides that they never told me 
a lie in their lives, I must warn you that on the 
very ground where the White Woman was sitting, 
they found the Lady of Avencl’a book, and 
brought it with them to the tower.’ 

^^atis worthy of mark at least,* said the 
monk. * Know you no other copy of this volutiiu 
within those bounds ? * 

^None, your reverence,* returned Elspcth ; 
' whj^ should there ?— no one could read it ivci-c 
tliero twenty.* 

* Then you are sjire it is the very same volume 
which yo? gave to Father Philip?* said the 
monk. 

* As sure as that I now speak with your rever- 
ence.* 

* It is most singular ! ’ said the monk : and he 
walked across the room in a musing posture. 

* I have been upon nettles to hear what your 
reverence would say,* continued Dame Glendiii- 
niiig, ^respecting this matter.— There is nothing 
1 would not«do for the Lady of Avenel and her 

, family, and that has been proved, and for her 
servants to boot, both Martin and libb, although 
libb is not so civil sometimes as altogether I 
have a right to expect ; but I cannot think it 
beseeming to have angels, or ghosts, or fairies, 
or the like, waiting upon a leday when she is in 
another woman’s house, in respect it is no ways 
creditable. Onything she had to do was always 
done to her hand, without coifting her either pains 
or pence, as a country body says ; and besides the 
discredit, 1 cannot but thinlc "that there is no 
safety in having such uuchaney creatures about 
ane. But I have tied^red thread round the 
bairns’ throats* (so her fondness still called them), 
‘and given ilk ane of them a riding-wand of 
, rowan-tree, forby sewing up a slip of witch-elm 
I into their doublets ; and 1 wdsh to know of your 
1 reverence if*thoro be onything mair that a lone 
^ woman can do in the matter of ghosts and fairies ? 

I -r^Be here I that I should have named their un- 
lucky nan^ fwioe ower ’ * 

‘Dame Glendinning,’ answered the mouk, 
somewhat abruptly, when the good woman hod 
finished her narrative, *I pray you, do you 
know the miller’s daughter' ? ^ 

‘Did I know Kate Happer?’ replied the 
widow ; * as well as the beggar knows his dish 
oan^ quean was Kate, and a special cummer 
of my ain maybe twenty years syne.* , 


'She cannot, bo the vreUeh 1 mean,* said 
Father Eustace. ‘She after whom 1 inquire 
is scarce fifteen, a black-eyed girl— you may 
have seen her at the kirk.* 

‘ Your reverence must bo in the right ; and 
she is my cummer’s niece, doubtless, that you 
are pleased to speak of. But I thank God 1 
have always been too duteous in atteiition to 
the mass, to know' whether young wenches have 
block eyes or giccii ones,* 

Tlio good lather had so much of the world 
about him, that ho was unable to avoid smiling 
when the dame boasted her absolute resist ance 
to a temptation which was not quite so liable to 
beset her as those of tlio other sex. 

‘Perbaps, then,* he said, ‘you know her usual 
dress, Dame Glendinning ? * 

‘Ay, ay, father,’ aii<%wcicd the dame leadily 
enough ; * a white kirtlo the wench wears, to 
liidc the dust of the mill, no doubt— and a 
blue hood, that might weel bo spared, for 
piidcfulncss.* 

‘Then, may it not be she,* said the father, 
‘who has brought back this book, and stepped 
out of the way when the children came near 
her?* 

The dame paused— was unwilling to combat 
the solution suggested by the monk— but was 
at a loss to conceive why the lass of the mill 
should come so far from home into so wild a 
comci, merely to leave an old hook with thico 
children, from w hose observation she wished to 
conceal herself. Above all, she could not under- 
stand why, since she had acquaintances in the 
family, and since the Dame Glendinning had 
always mid her multure and knaveshi}) duly, 
the said lass of the mill had not come in tu 
rest herself and cat a morsel, and tell her the 
current new s of the w'atcr. 

These very objections satisfied the monk that 
his conjectures were right. 'Dame,* ho said, 

‘ you must be cautious in what you sav. This 
is an instance — I would it were the solo one- 
of the pow'cr of the Enemy in these days. The 
matter must be sifted with a curious and careful 
hand.* 

‘Indeed,* said Elspctli, trying to catch and 
chime in with the ideas of the sub-prior, ‘I 
have often thought the miller’s folk at the 
Monastery-mill were far ower careless in sifting 
our meldcr, and in bolting it too— some folk tay 
they will not stick at whiles to put in a haudlul 
of aslics amongst Christian folk’s com -meal.* 
‘That shall be looked after also, dame,’ said 
the sub-prior, not displeased to see that the good 
old woman went off on a false scent ; ‘ and now, 
by your leave, I will see this lady — do you go 
before and prepare her to see me.* 

Dame Glendinning left the lower apartment 
accordingly, which the mouk placed in anxious 
reflection, considering how ho might best dis- 
charge, with humanity os well as with effect, 
the important duty imposed on him. Ho re- 
solved to approach the bedside of the siek pelson 
with reprimands, mitigated only by a feelmg for 
her weak condition— he determined, in ease of 
her reply, to which late examples of hardened 
heretics might encourage her, to bo prebared 
with answers to their cimtomory soruples. High 
fraught, also, with seal against uer unauthorised 
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introsiou into ilie priestly function, by^tudy of 
the eaored fiMpturea, he iinaoned to himself the 
which one of the modern school of heresy 
''might return 1o him— the victorious refutation 
wliioh should lay the disputant prostrate at the 
confessor’s racroy — and the healing, yet awful 
exhortation, which, under pain of refusing the 
last consolations of religion, ne designed to make 
to the penitent, conjuring her, as »ie loved het 
ow'n* iw’s welfare, to disclose to him what she 
knew of the dark mystery of iniquity, by which 
heresies were intxodiiccd into the most secluded 
spots of the very patariinony of the Church lici- 
Sfllf— what agents they had who could thus glide, 
as it were unseen, from place to place, bring hack 
the volume which the Church had interdicted, to 
the spots from which it had been i emovsd under 
her express auspices ; and who, by encouraging 
the daring and profane thirst after knowlod^ 
forbidden and useless In the laity, had encouraged 
the Fisher of souls to use with oifoct his old bait 
of ambition and valn-glory. 

Much of this premeditated dLS])utation Oboa])cd 
the good father when Elapetli returned, her tears 
llowing faster than her aj)roii could dry them, 
and made him a signal to follow her. ‘How,’ 
said the monk, ‘ is slic then so near her end ^ - 
Nay, the Church must not break or bruise, when 
c oinfort is yet iiossible ; ’ and, forgetting liis 
i)olemics, the good sub-piior hastened to the 
little arartment, wlicrc, on the wretched bed 
which she had occupied since her misfoi tunes 
had driven her to the Tower of Glendearg, the 
widow of Walter Avoiiel had rciidoied u]> her 
spirit to her Creator. ‘ My God ’ ’ said the sub- 

} )rior, ‘and has my unfortunate dallying sulTcTed 
ler to depart without the Church’s consolation * 
Look to her, dame,’ he exclaimed, with eager 
impalioiice ; ‘ is there not yet a sparkle of the 
life left / — may she not be recalled —recalled but 
for a moment ^“0, would that she could e\- 
])re8s, but by the most impcrfeel woid— but by 
the most feeble motion, her acquiescence in the 
needful task of penitential jiraycr » — Hoes she 
not breathe ? — Art thou sure she doth not V 
‘She will never breathe more,’ said the matioii. 

* 0, the poor fatherless girl ! —now' motherless 
also. — 0, the kind companion I have had these 
uialiy years, wliom 1 shall never see again ! But 
she is 111 heaven for certain, if over woman w'ont 

thori^ for a woman of better lifc’^ 

‘ Ww to me,* said the good monk, ‘if indeed 
she went not lienee in good assurance, — ^woe to 
the reckless shepherd, who suffered the wolf to 
carry a choice one from the flock, while he busied 
himself wdtli trimming liis sling and his staff to 
give the monster battle ! 0, if in the long 
liereaftor, aught but W'eal should that pour spirit 
share, what lias my delay cost ? — the value of an 
immortal soul ! ’ 

He then approached the body, full of the deep 
remorse natural to a good man of his persuasion, 
who devoutly believed the doctrines of tlie 
Catholic Church. ‘ Ay,* said he, gazing on the 
pallid corpse, from which the spirit had parted 
80 placidly as to leave a smile upon the thin blue 
Ups, which had been so long wasted by decay that 
they had mrted with the lart breath of animation 
wimnt the slightest convulsive tremor. — ‘Ay,* 
* NSrid Father Eustace, * there lies the faded treOi 


and, as it fell, so it lies— awful tliought for me, 
should my neglect have left it to descend in an 
evil direction I * He then again and again oon^ 
jnrod Dame Glendinning ^to tell him what she 
knew of the demeanour and ordinary walk of 
the deceased* 

All tended to the high honour of the deceased 
lady ; for her compnion^ who admirad her 
siifSciently while alive, iiotwithstsiiding some 
trifling points of jealousy, now idolized her after 
her death, and could think of no attribute of 
praise with w'lnch she did not adoi,u her memoir. 

Indeed, the Lady of Avencl, however she might 
pi ivately doubt some of the doctrines announced 
by tlie Church of Borne, and although she had 
jirohably tacitly a])pealed from that corrupt 
system of Chiistiauity to thc*volnmc on which 
Christianity itself Is founded. Lad nevertheless 
been regular in her attcnrlaiice on the worship 
of the Church, not, xieihaps, extending her 
hcniples so far as to break ofl‘ communion'. 
Such, indeed, was the first sentiment of the 
earlier reformers, who seemed to have studied, 
for a time at least, to avoid a schism, until the 
violence of Ihe Tope rendered it iucvi^hle. 

Father Kiistace, on the present occasion, 
listened with eagerness to everything which 
(‘ould lead to assure him of the laciy's orthodoxy 
ill the main })oiiits of belief ; for liis conscience 
leproached him sorely, that, instead of protract- 
ing conversation with the I^me of Gleudeaig, 
he had not instantly hasteneef where Ws piesence 
uas so necessary. ‘If,* he said, addfessing the 
dead body, ‘thou art yet lioo fioin the utmost 
]>enalty duo to the follow ers of false doctrine— 
it thou dost but siificr for a time, to expiate 
faults done in the body, but partaking of mortal 
frailty more than of deadly sin, fear not that 
thy abode shall be long in the penal regions 
to which thou mayest he doomed — if vigils — 
if masses --if penance - if macoratioUjOf my body, 
till it resembles that extenuated form which the 
soul hath abandoned, may assure iliy deliverance. 
Tlie Holy Church — the godly foimdalion — our 
blessed Patroness heiself, shall iulerccdo for one 
■w hoae eiTors were coiintcrbalaneod by so many 
viitues. — Leave me, dame — hero, and by lier 
bedside, will I ])erfonn those duties which tliis^ 
piteous case demands ! ’ 

Elspclh left the njonk, who employed himself 
in fervent and sincere, though erroneous prayers, 
for the weal of the departed spirit. For an hour 
he remained in the apartment of death, and then 
returned to the hall, where he found the still 
weopinp friend of the diseased. 

But it would he injustice to Mrs. Glendinning’s 
hospitality, if wo suiiposo her to have been weep- 
ing during this long interval, or rather, if we 
suppose her so entirely absorbed by the tribute 
of sorrow which she paid frankly and pleniifolly 
to her deceased friend, as to be incapable of 
attending to the rights of hospitaliity due to the 
holy visitor — who was confessor at •once, and 
sub -prior — mighty in all religious and secular 
consider.itions, so far as the vassals of the 
Monastery were interested. 

Her barley- bread liad been toasted — her 
choicest cask of home-brewed alo had bm 
broached — her best butter had been placed on 
the hall table, along with her most savouiy 
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liam, and her choicest cheese, ere she abandoned 
herself to Uie extremity of sorrow ; and it was 
not till she had arranged her little iei)ast neatly 
on the board, that she sat down in the chimnev 
comer, threw her oheSked apron over her head, 
and gave way to the current of tears and sobs. 
In tliere was no grimace or affectation. 
Tlie good dame held the hononis of her house 
to be as essential a duty, * specially when a 
monk was her visitant, as any other pressing 
call upon her conscience ; nor until these were 
suitably attended to, did she find herself at 
liberty to indulge her sorrow for her departed 
friend. 

When she was conscious of the sul)- prior’s 
presence, she rose with the same attention to 
his reception ; bu* he declined all the offers of 
liospitality with which she cirtleavoured to tonii»t 
him. Not her butter, as yellow as gold, and 
the best, she assured him, that was mode in 
the patrimony of Saint Mary, — not the barley- 
scones, which ‘the dej»artcd saint, Go<l sain her! 
used to say wore so good,’— not iho ale, nor any 
other cates which poor Elsi)eth’a stores afforded, 
could prevail on the sub-prior to break his fast. 

‘This day,’ he said, ‘I must not taste food 
until the sun go down, happy if, in so doing, 
I can expiate my own negligence — ha})j)icr still, 
if my suffering of this trifling nature, under- 
taken in pure faith and singleness of heart, may 
benefit the soul of the deceased. Yet, dame,’ 
he addedw*! not so far forget tho living 
in mt car® for tlio dead, as. to leave behind me 
that book, which is to the ignorant wliat, to our 
first parents, the tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil unha])pily proved — excellent indeed in 
itself, but fatal because used by those to >ahom 
it is prohibited.’ 

*0, blithely, reverend father,* said the vidow 
of Simon Glendiuning, ‘will I give you the hook, 
if so bo I can wile it from the bairns ; and 
indeed, podt things, as the case stands with 
them even now, you might take the heart oul 
of their bodies, and they never find it out, they 
are sae bemutteu. ’ * 

‘ Give tnom this missal instead, good dame,’ 
said tho father, drawing from his iioekct one 
which was curiously illuminated with ])aintingH, 

* and I will come myself, or send one at a fitting 
time, and teach them th^ meaning of these 
pictures.* 

‘The bonnie images !* said D^me Glendiuning, 
forgetting for an instant lier picf in her admira- 
tion ; ‘and weel I wot,* addea she, ‘it is another 
sort of a* book than tho poor Lady of Aveners ; 
and blessed might we ha\o been this day if 
your reverence had found the way up tho glen, 
instead of Father Philip, though iho sacristan 
is a powerful man too, and speaks as if he would 
ger tlie house fly abroad, save that the walls are 
gey thick. Simon's forbears (may ho and they 
be blessed !) ^ook care of tbat.* 

The mcAik ordered his mule, and vras about 
to take his leave ; and the good dame was still 
delaying him with questions about the fimcral, 
when a horseman, armed and accoutred, rode 
into 'the little court-yard which surrounded the 
keep. 


CHAPTER JftBi 


For slSce thuy rcwle among out* doors, 

With splent on snauld and rus^ spurs, 
'iliore grows no fruit into our furs ; 

Thus said John Up-on-land. 

Bannatvne ms. 


Thi: Scottish laws, which were as wisely and 
judiciously made as they wore carelessly ami in- 
oflcctually executed, had in vain endeavoured to 
restrain tho damago doiu* to aginculturo by the 
chiefs and landed propriclors retaining in their 
service what wcie called jaek-iiieii, from the 
jack, or doublet quiUocl with iron, wdiich they 
wore as defensive armour. Tliose military re- 
taiuers conducted iheuisclvcs with groat iusolenoe 
tow^ards the industrious ])art of the community — 
lived ill u great measure by plunder, and were 
ready to execute any couiinands of their master, 
liowever unlawful. In adojiting this mode of 
life, men resigned tho (piiet ho]»es and regular 
labours of industry for an unsettled, precarious, 
and dangerous trade, which yet had such charms 
for those once accustomed to it, that they bo- 
cumc incajiahlo of following any other, llcnce 
the complaint of ,Iohn Upland, a fictitious cha- 
racter, rcjircsenting a countryman, into W'hose 
inoiiih the jioets of the day jmt their general 
satires U})0U men and manners : 

They ride about m such a rage, 

By forest, fritli, and field, 

With buckler, bow, and brand. 

T.O ! who e they ride out through the rye ! 

Tlie Devil mot sane the company. 

Quoth John Up-on-land. 

riiribtic of the (’linlhill, the horseman who 
now an'ivcd at iho little Tower of (Heudearg, 
was one of the hopeful company of whom tho 
poet complains, as w^as indicated by his ‘ splent 
on spauld’ (iron plates on his shoulder), his 
rusted spurs, and his long lance. An iron skull- 
cap, none of tho brightest, bore for distinction a 
sprig of the holly, which was Avend’s badge. 
A long two-edged straight sw'ord, having a handle 
made of polished oak, hung down by his side. 
The meagi'o condition of his horse, and the wild 
and emaciated look of the lidcr, show'od tlioir 
oceu|>ation could not ho accounted an easy or a 
thriving one. He saluted Dame Glcndinning 
with little courtesy, and the monk with less ; for 
the growing di8rcs])cct to the religious Orders had 
not failed to extend itself among a class of men 
of such disorderly habits, although it may be 
supposed they were tolerably indifferent alike to 
tho now or the ancient doctiines. 

‘So our lady is dead, Dame Glendiuning?* 
said tho jack-man ; ‘ my master has sent yon 
even now^ a fat bullock for her mart — it may 
servo for her funeral. I have left him in the 
upper cleugh, as ho is somewhat keuspeokle^* 
and is marked both with cut and bim-«-the 
sooner the skin is off, and he is in saut-fat, the 
less like you are to have trouble— you understand 
me ? Let me have a peck of corn for my horse» 
and lieef and beer for myself, for 1 must go on to 
the Monastery— ^though 1 think this monk heire 
mi^t do mine errana/ 
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* Thine errand, nido man t' said the sub-prior, 

knitting his brows 

*For God’s sake!* cried poor Damo Glen- 
dinning, terrified at the idea of a quarrel between 
them, — *0, Christie I— it is the sub-prior.— 0, 
reverend sir, it is Christie of tho Clinthill, the 
laird’s chief jack-man ; ye know that little 
havings can be expected from the like o’ them.’ 

* Am you a retainer of tho Laird of Avencl ^ ’ 
said the monk, addressing himself to tho horbo- 
man ; ' and do you speak thus rudely to a brother 
of Saint Mary’s, to whom thy master is so much 
beholden ? ’ 

* He means to bo yet more beholden to your 
house. Sir Monk,’ answered tho fellow; ‘for, 
hearing his sister-in-law, tho widow of Walter 
of Avenel, was on her death-bed, he sent me t<* 
say to the father abbot and the brethren that 
ho will hold tho funeral feast at their convent, 
and invites himself thereto, with a score of horse 
and some friends, and to abide there for three 
days and throe nights, — having horse-meat and 
men’s meat at the charge of the community ; ot 
which his intention he sends due iiotlre, that 
fitting preparation may bo timcously made.' 

* Friend,’ said tho sub-prior, ‘ believe not that 
I will do tho father abbot the indignity of 
delivering such an errand. — Think'st tliou tho 
goods of the Cliurch were bestowed upon her by 
holy princes and pious nobles, now dead au(# 
gone, to be consumed in revelry by every pro- 
fiifmte layman who numbers in his train more 
followera than he can support by honest means, 
or by his own incomings? Tell thy master, 
from tho Sub-Prior of Saint Mary’s, that tho 
Primate hath issued his commands to us that we 
submit no longer to this compulsory exaction of 
hospitality on alight or false pretences. Our 
lands and goods wore given to relieve pilgrims 
and pious persons, not to feast bands of rude 
soldiers.' 

* This to mo ! * said tho angry speannan, — ‘ this 
to me and to my master ! — Look to yourself, then, 
Sir Priest, and tiy if and ihvdo will koe]> 
bullocks from wandering and haystacks from 
burning.' 

'Dost thou menace tho Holy Church’s patri- 
mony with waste and fiio-raising,’ said tho sub- 
prior, 'and that in tho face of the sun ? 1 call on 
all who hear me to bear witness to the words this 
ruffian has spoken. Remember how the Lord 
James drowned such as you scores in the 
black pool at Jeddart. — To him and to the 
Primate will 1 complain.’ Tho soldier shifted 
the position of his lance, and brought it down to 
a level with tho monk's body. 

Dame Glendinning bwn to shriek for assist- 
ance. 'TibbTacket! ^rtin! where be ye all ? 
-^Christie, for the love of God, consider ho is a 
man of Holy Kirk 1 ’ 

* 1 care not for his spear,’ said the sub-prior , 
'if 1 am slain in defending tho rights and 
nriviWes of my community, the Primate will 
know how to take vengeance,’ 

' Let him look to himself,’ said Christie, but 
at the same time de^msiting hi%]^nce against tho 
wall of the tower ; * if the Fife men spoke true 
who oamo hither with the governor in the last 
< hj» Mm,*t fend, «nd is like 
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bloodhound, who will never quit the slot. But 
1 had no design to offend the holy fathe:^* he 
added, thinking perliaps he had gone a little 
too far : 'I am a rude roan, bred to lance and 
stimip, and not used tg deal with book-learned 
men and priests ; and I am willing to ask his 
forgiveness and his blessing, if I have said 
au^t amiss.’ 

'For God's sake! your reverence,* said tho 
widow of Glendcarg apart to the sub-prior; 
' bestow on him your forgiveness — How shall wo 
poor folk sleep iii Security in the dark nights, if 
the Convent is at feud with such men as he is ? ’ 
'You are right, dame,’ s^id the sub-prior; 
'your safety should, aiicl must, be in the firat 
instance consulted. — Soldier, 1 forgive thee, and 
may God bless the^^and send thee honesty.’ 

Christie of tho clinthill mad^ an unwilling 
inclination with his head, and muttered apart, 
‘That is as much as to say, God send thee 
starvation. — But now to my master’s demand, 
Sir IMest : What answer am 1 to return ? * 

* That tho body of tho widow of Walter of 
Avenel,’ answered the father, 'shall be interred 
as becomes her rank, and in the tomb of her 
valiant husband. For your master’s proffered 
visit of throe days, with such a comiwiiiy an<l 
retinue, I have no authoiity to reply to it ; you 
must intimate your chiefs T)urposc to the reveitjud 
loi-d abbot.’ 

'That will cost mo a fartjier ride ’said tho 
man, ' hut it is all in tho day’s woik.-^How now, 
my lad,’ said he to Halboit, who wsS handling 
the long lance which he had laid aside ; ' how 
do you like such a plaything ?— Will you go W’ith 
me and bo a moss-trooper ? ’ 

‘ Tho saints in their mercy forbid * ’ said the 
XKK>r mother ; and then, afraid of having dis- 
)>leased Christie by tho vivacity of her exclama- 
tion, she followed it up by explaining, that since 
Bimoii’s death she could not look oiaa spear or a 
bow, or any implement of destruction, without 
tiembling. 

' Psliaw ! ’ answered Christie, ' thou shouldst 
take another husband, damo, and drive such 
follies out of thy thoughts— Wliat^yest thou to 
such a strapping lad as I ^ Why, this oM tower 
of tliiiie is foncible enough, and there 4s no wont 
of doughs, and crags, and bogs, and thickets, if 
one was set hard ; i man might bide here and 
keep his half-score of lads, and as many galdings, 
ana live on what he could lay his hand on, and 
be kind to thee, old wench,* 

'Alas! Master Christie,’ said th^ matron, 
' that you should talk io a lone woman in such 
a fashion, and death in the liouse hcsidei I ’ 

' Lone woman ! — why, that is tho very reason 
thou shouldst take a mate. Thy old niond is 
dead, why, good — choose thou another of some- 
what tougher frame, and that will not die of the 
]np like a young chicken.— Better still— Como, 
dame, let me Imvo something to eat, fnd wo will 
talk more of this.’ 

Dame Elspeth, though she well know the 
character of the man, whom in fact she both 
disliked and feared, could not help simper^ig at 
the personal address which he thought pro^r to 
make to her. She whispered to the sub-prior, 
'Onytliing just to keep him quiet,* axi4 
into the tower to set before the soldier^ the food 
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he desired^ trusting, betwixt good ohoer and the 
^wer of her own ohams, to keep Christie of the 
Olinthill so well amused, that the altei^tion 
betwixt hjl&:L and the holy father should not be 
renewed, • 

The sub-prior equally unwilling to hazard 

any unnecessary rupturo between the community 
and such a iieiton as Julian of Aveuel. He was 
sensible that moderation, as well as finiiness, 
was necessary to support the tottering cause of 
the Church of Romo ; and that, contrary to 
former times, tlie quarrels betwixt tlio clergy and 
laity had, in the ureseiit, usually toiiuiDated to 
the advantage of tne latter. lie lesolved, there- 
fore, to avoid further strife by withdrawing, but 
failed not, in the first place, to possess himself 
of the volume wlych tlie sacristan carried off the 
evening before, and which lt{id been returned to 
the glen in sueli a marvellous manner. 

Edward, the youujger of Dame Elspcth’s lioys, 
made ^eat 'blijections to tlie honk’s being 
removed, in wliicli Mary would probably have 
^joined, but that she was now in lier little sleep- 
ing chamber with Tihb, who w'as exerting her 
.simple skill t6 console the young lady for her 
mother’s death. Hut the younger (llendiiining 
stood up in defonoe of her property, and, witli 
a jiositiveuess which liad hitlicito made no ]>ari 
or his character, declared that, now the kind 
lady was dead, the hook A\as Mary’s, and no 
one but Mary should liavo it. 

‘But lilt is not a lit bonk for Alary to read, 
iny dear bpy,’ said the father gently, ‘ you would 
not wish it to remain with her i ’ 

‘The lady road it,’ answered the young 
champion nl property; ‘and so it eouhl not be 
wrong — it shall not be taken away. — I wonder 
where Halbert is t— listening to iho bravading 
tales of gay Cbristio, I reckon, — lie is ahvays 
wishing ibr fighting, and now he is oni of tlic 
way.’ 

‘ Why, Bdward, you >vo\ild not fight with inc, 
who am both a priest and an old man ? ’ 

‘If you were as good a lu-iest as the Pope,’ 
said the hoy, ‘and as old ns the lulls to hoot, 
you shall not cany away Alary’s hook w'ithout 
iier leave. I will do battle for it.’ 

‘But see you, my love,’ said tlio monk, 
amused with the resolute friciidshin iiiaiiitested 
by the boy, ‘ I do not take it, I only honow it ; 
and I leave in its ^dace niy own guy missal, as 
a pledge I wdll bring it again.’ 

Edward opened the missal w hh eager enriosity, 
and glaneed at the juctures with whieli it was 
illustrated. ‘Saint Cgorgo and llio diagcai — 
Halbert will like that ; and Saint Michael 
brandilhing his sw’ord over the liead of the 
Wicked One— and that will do for Halbert too. 
And see the Saint John leading liis lamb in tlio 
Avilderness? with his little eims made of reeds, 
and his scrip and Btaff— that shall lie my favour- 
ite ; and where shall w’o find one for jioor Maiy? 
— here is^ b^autifiil woman wcejungand lament- 
ing herself.* 

‘This is Saint Mary Magdalen repenting of 
her sins, my dear boy,’^ said the father. 

‘ That will not suit our Maiy ; for she commits 
no faults, and is never angry with us, but when 
vro do something wrong.* 

'TJ^en,' said the father, will show yon a 
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Mary, who will protect her and you, and all 
good children, m how flurly she is re]>ro- 
sented, with her gown covered with golden stars.' 

Tlie boy was lost in wonder at the portrait of 
the Virgin, which the sub-prior turned up to him. 

* This,’ he said, ‘ is really like our sweet Mary ; 
and 1 think 1 will let you take aw'ay the black 
book, that has no such goodly shows in it, and 
leave this for Mary instead. But you must 
promise to bring back the book, good father— 
for, now I think upon it, Mary may like that 
best which was lier mother’s.’ 

‘I will certainly I’etiirn,* said the monk, 
evading bis answer, ‘ and perbaju? I may teach 
you to write and read such beautiful letters as 
you SCO there written, and to mint them blue, 
green, and yellow', and to blazon them with 
gold.* 

‘ Ay, and to make such figures as th(*se blessed 
saints, and especially these two Alarys i ’ said 
the boy. 

‘With tbeir blessing,* said the Kub-])rior, *1 
can teach you that art too, so far as I uni myself 
capable of showing, and you of leaniiug it.’ 

‘Then,* said Edward, ‘will I paint Mary’s 
j)ieiurc — And remember you are to bring back 
the black l)ook ; that you must promise me.’ 

The sub-prior, anxious to get i‘id of the boy's 
jiertiuacity, and to set forw’ard on liis ictnrn to 
ilie convent, without having any furtlier iiiter- 
licw’ with Christie the galloper, answered by 
giving the jiromise Edward rerjiiired, mounted 
his mule, and set forth on liis return liomew'ard. 

The November day was well spent ere the 
sub-juior resumed his journey ; for the difliculty 
of tlio road, and tlie various delays wdiich he 
lind jn<‘t with at the tow'cr, Jrud utduinccl him 
longer tlian lie jiroposed. A chill easteily wind 
was sighing among the withered leaves, and 
>tri]>j>ing them from the hold they had yet 
letainod 011 the parent trees. 

‘Even go,’ said the monk, ‘our prosjiects in 
this vale of lime grow more disconsolate as the 
stream of years passes on. IJttle have I gained 
by my journey, saving the certainty that hei csy 
is busy among us witli more than his usual 
activity, and that the sjiint of insulting leligions 
Orders, and plundering the Cliureh’s projierty, fo 
general in the eastern districts of Scotland, has 
HOW' come nearer home.* 

The tread of a horse which earno up behind 
lum interrupted his reverie, and ho soon saw 
he was mounted by the same wild lider whom 
he had left at the tow'er. 

‘Good even, my son, and bcncdicile,’ said the 
sub-prior as lie passed ; but tlio rude soldier 
scarce acknowledged the greeting, by bending 
his licad ; and, dashing the spurs into his horse, 
went on at a jiaee w'hicli soon loft the monk and 
his mule far behind. ‘And there,’ thou^lit the 
sul)-prioi‘, ‘ goes another plagiio of the times— a 
fellow whose birth designed him to cultivate the 
earth, but who is perverted, by the unhalloWei- 
and unchristian divisions of the country, into 
a daring and dissolute robber. The barons of 
Scotland are now turned masterful thieves and 
ruffians, opp^hiu tlie poor by violence, and 
wasting tlve Churdi, by extoiting free ouartera 
from aobovB and priodes, without either ehamo or 
reason* I foar me 1 shall he too late to oounasl^ 
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tke abbot to mAko a stand against th^so daring 
— 1 must make haste.' He struck liis 
mule with hia liding-wand accoidingly; but 
ItiAtead of intruding her pace, the animal sud> 
denly startcrl Irom tho path, and the rider’s 
iltmost cflorts could not force her forward. 

* Art thou, too, infected w'ith the spirit of the 
times ? * said tho sub-prior ; * thou W’ert wont to 
he ready and serviceable, and art now as restive 
as any wild jack-man or stubborn heretic of 
them all.’ 

While he was contending with the startled 
• animal, a voice, like that ot a female, chanted 
in his ear, or at least very close to it : 

‘Good evening, Sir Priest, and so late as you ride. 
With your mule sj fair, and your mantle so wide; 
Hut ride you through villryf or ride jou o'ei hill. 
There is one that has wariaut to wait on you still. 
Hack, bark, 

The volume black t 
I have a warrant to carry it back.' 

The sub-prior looked around, but neither bush 
nor brake was near which could conceal an 
ambushed songstress. 'May Our I-rfidy have 
mercy on me ! ’ lie said ; ‘ I trust luy souses 
have not forsaken mo — Yet how my thoughts 
should arrange thomselve-s into rhynios which 1 
despise, and music which I care not for, or u hy 
there should bo the sound of a female voice in 
cars in which its melody has been so long iii- 
ditferont, baillos my coinprclicnsion, and almost 
realizes tho vision of Phili]) Ihc sacristan. Come, 
l^od mule, botako thco to tbo and lot us 
nonce while our judgment serves iis.’ 

But tho mtilo stood as if it had been rooted 
to tho spot, liacked from tlie point to wliioh it 
was pressed hy its rider, and hy lier caivs laid 
close into her nock, and lier eyes almost starting 
from their sockets, testified that she was under 
groat terror. 

While tho sub-prior, hy alternate throats and 
soothiiig, endeavoured to reclaim the waywaid 
animal to her duty, the wild musical voice was 
again heard close beside him : 

‘What, hoi Sub- Prior, ami came >ou but heie 
To conjure a book from a Uearl \^onuii’s bier? 

Sain you, and save you, be vary and wise, 

Ride back with the book, or you 11 pay for your pri/c. 

‘ Back, back, 

There’s death in the track ! 

In the name of my m.ister, 1 bid thee bear back.' 

‘In the name of my Master,' faid the aston- 
ished monk, ‘ that name before which all things 
created tremble, I eonjuro thee to say what thou 
art tliat hauntest mo thus ? ' 

Tile same voice replied, 

•That which is neither ill nor well, 

That 'which lielongs not to hea\en nor to hell, 

A wreath of the mi«t, n bubble of the stream, 

'Xwixt e waking thought and a sleeping dream; 

A form that men spy 
With the half-shut eye. 

In the beams of the setting sun, nm I.’ 

* To jwwr, irt Scotbnd, is to cvact free quarters against 
tht* will of tJic landlord. It is declared equivalent to theft, 
by a statute passed in the ycai 1445 . The great chieftains 
qpnressed i^e monasteries very much by exactions of this 
The conununity of Aberhrothwick complained of 
*5 An<us, I think, who was in the re^fulur habit 

m vteiting them once a-year, with a train of a thousand 
till the whole winter provisiom of the 
wSve itahaostedi 


‘This is more than simplo fantasy,' said thb ^ 
sub-prior, rousing himself; though, notwith- 
stanaiu^ the natural hardihood of his temper, 
tho sen^blo presence of a supernatural being so- 
near him, fauod not to ra^o his blood run cold, 
and his hair bristle. ‘ I cham thco,' ho said 
aloud, ‘ bo thine errand what it will, to depart, 
and trouble me no more ! False spirit, mou 
canst not nppal any save those who do the work 
negligently.’ 

The voice immediately ailswbrcd : 

‘ Vainly, Sir Pi ior, would -.t ihou bar me my right ! 

Like the star when it shoot!», I can datt through the 
night ; 

I can dance on the toiicnt, and ride on the air, 

And travel the woild with the bonnie night-marc. 

Again, again. 

At the crook of thctglen, 

Where bickers the t^tknie. I'll meet thee again.* 

Tiic road was now apparently left open ; for 
the inulo collect im] herself, and changed trom her 
jiostnie of tenor to one which promised advance, 
although a jwofuso persjiiration, and general 
ircmblmg of tho joints, indicated tho bodily 
terror she had undergone. 

‘ I used to doubt the* existence of Cahalists 
and Rosicrucians,* thought the stb-prior, * but, 
by my holy Order, I know no longer what to 
say f— My pulse beats temperately— my hand is 
tool — I am fa'sting from everything luit sin, and 
possessed of iny ordinary faculties — Either some 
fiend is peimittocl to bewilder me, or tho tales of 
Cornelius Agrippa, ParaccKn^, and oihcis who 
treat of occult philosophy, arc nsjt without 
ioundalion. — At the erook of tho glen ? I could 
have desired to avoid a second meeting, but 1 
am on the service of the Church, and tho gates 
of hell shall not prevail against mo.’ 

Ho moved around accordingly, but with pre- 
caution, and not without fear ; for he neither 
knew the manner in which, or tho i>laco where, 
liis journey might he next iuterriujted by his 
invisible attendant. He dcscendCTl tho glou 
wi^^hoiit iiitciTiij)tioii for about a mile farther, 
uheii, just at the spot where tho brook ap- 
proached the steep hill, with a u inding so abrupt 
as to leave scarcely room for a liorso to pass, th(‘ 
mule was again visited with the same symptoms 
of tciTor which had before interrupted her coilrse. 
Better acquainted than before with the cause of 
her restiveness, the priest employed no effort to 
make her proceed, but addrc.‘'se(f himself to tho 
object, which lie doubted not was tho same that 
had formerly interrupted hiirr, in the words of 
solemn exorcism prescribed by the Church pf 
Eomo on such occasions^ ^ 

In reply to his demand, tho voice ag(4niBung ; 

' Men of good are bold as sackless, t 
Men of rude are wild and reckless; 

Lie thou stUl 

In thf nook of the hilk « 

For those be before (hee Wish #f0 UL* , 

While tho sab-prlojc 
turned in tlio direction tm(oR Aw 
Boomed to oome, ho felt as jspn^hixtg toam 
against him; and^ ere he odtiM qtseover ihie* 
cause, he was pushed from his saddle with 
hut irrosistiblo foi'oc. Before ho reached the 
ground hia senses were gone, and he lay long* in 


t innocent. 
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a state of ixiaensibility ; for the sunset hod not 
ceased to gild the top of the distant hill nrhcn 
he fell, — and when he again became conscious of 
existenoe, the pale moon was gleaming on the 
landscape. He awakened in a state of terror, 
from which, for a few minutes, ho found it 
didioult to shake himself free. At length he 
sat up on ^e grass, and became sensible, by 
repeated oxertion, <that <be only personal injury 
which lie had sustained was the numbness arising 
from extreme cold, Tho motion of something 
near him made the blood again run to his heart, 
and by a sudden effort he sorted tip, and, look- 
ing around, saw to liis n^lief that uie noise was 
occasioned by tho footsteps of his own mule. 
The peaceable animal had remained quietly be- 
side her master, during his trance, browsing on 
the grass which grer nVfully in that seques- 
tered nook. 

With some exertion he collected himself, re- 
mounted the animal, and, moditatiiig u])OU his 
wild adventure, descended the glen till its 
junction with the broader valley through whi<‘h 
tho Tweed winds. The drawbridge was readily 
dropped at liis first summons ; ami so much had 
ho won u^iom. the heart of the clmrlisli warden, 
that Petey appeared himself with a lanteni to 
show tho sub -prior his way over the perilous 
pass. i 

* By my sooth, sir,' ho said, holding the light 
up to Father Eustace’s face, ‘you look soi-cly 
travelled and dtadly pale — but a little matter 
serves ti^weaiy out you mou of tlio cell. I now 
who speak to you — I have ridden— before I was 
perched up hero on thi^ jullar betwixt udml and 
water — it may lie thii’ty Scots inil(‘S before 1 
broke my fast, and have had tho red of a bramble 
rose in my cheek all the wdiile.—nlJut will you 
taste some food, or a cup of distilled waters \ ’ 

‘1 may not,' said Father Eustace, ‘being 
under a vow ; but I thank you for your kind- 
ness, and’* iiray you to give what 1 may not 
accept to the next ])oor pilgrim who comes hither 
pal(^ and fainting, for so it shall be the better 
both with him here, and with you hereafter.* 

* By my faith, and I will do so,* said Peter 
bridge-ward, ‘even for thy sake.— It is strange, 
now, how this sub-prior gets round one’s lioaiii 
more than the i^est of those cowled gentry, that 
think of nothing but quaffing aud stuffing ! — 
Wife, I say— wife, we wilPgivo a cuj» of distdled 
watem and a onist of bread unto the next ]f)ilgnm 
that comes over; and yo hiay keep for the 
pui’pose tho gnmds of tho last greybeard,* and 
tlie ilbbaked bannock., which tho bairns couldna 
eat.t 

While Peter issued these charitable, and, at 
tho same time, prudent injunctions, tho sub- 
prior, whose mild iuterferoiioe had awakened 
the bfidgo-ward to such an act of unwonted 
generosity, was pacing onward to the Monas- 
tery, In the way, ho had to commune with and 
subdue jis^own rebellious heart, an enemy, he 
was sensible, more formidable than any which 
the external powers of Satan could placo in his 


indeed strong temptation 
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* Aa old-iiMbione4 name for an eaitben jar for holding 


to suppress the extnmrdinaiy incident which had 
befallen him, which he was the more roliiotant 
to confess, because he had j^assed so severe a 
judgment upon Father Philip, who, as ho was 
not unwilling to allow, had, on liis return from 
Glendearg, encountered obstacles somewhat 
similar to Ids own. Of this tlio sub-^rior was 
the more convinced, when, fooliim in his bosom 
for the book which he had brought off from tho 
Tower of Glendearg, ho found it was ainissin^, 
which he could only aroouut for by supposing It 
had been stolon from him during his trance. 

* If I confess this strange visitation,* thought 
the sub-prior, * I become tho ridicule of all my 
brethren — I, whom tho Primate sent hither to 
bo a w*atcb. as it wore, aud a check upon their 
follies. 1 give the abbot an advantage over rao 
which I shall never again recover, and Heaven 
only knows liow ho may abuse it, in bis foolish 
simplicity, to the dishonour anil loss of Holy 
Kirk. — But then, if I make not true confession 
of iny shame, with what face cam I again presume 
to admonish or restrain others? — Avow, proud 
heart,* continued he, addressing himself, ‘that 
the weal of Holy Church interests thee less in 
ibis matter than thine own humiliation. — Yes, 
Heaven has luinished theo even in that {)olut in 
which thou didst deem thyself most strong, in 
thy sniritnal nrido and thy carnal wisdom. 
Thou hast lauglicd at and derided the inexperi- 
ence of thy brethren — stooj) thyself in turn to 
their derision— tell what they may not holiovo— 
alfirm that which they will ascribe to idle fear, 
or perhaps to idle falsehood — sustain tho disgraca 
of a silly visionary, or a wilful deceiver.— Bo it 
HO ; I will do my duty, and make ample confes- 
sion to my Superior. If the discharge of tliis 
duty destroys my usefulness in this house, God 
and Our Lady will send me where 1 can hotter 
serve them.’ 

There was no little merit in tho resolution 
thus ]>iousW and generously formed by Father 
Eustace. To men of any rank, the esteem oP 
their order is naturally most dear ; but in the 
monastio establislimont, cut off as the brethren 
aio from other objects of ambition, as well as 
lioni all exterior friendship and relationship, the 
))laco which they hold in the opiiiio^j^ of each 
other is all in all. 

But tho consciousnobs how much he should 
rejoice the abbot and most of the othci* monks 
of Saint Mary’s, who wem impatient of tho un- 
authorized, yet irre43i8tiblo control which ho was 
w^ont to oxerciso in the affairs ol’ tho convent, 
by a confession which would put him in a ludi- 
crous or ]>erha£>s even in a criminal point of 
view, could not weigh with Father Kustaae in 
oomparisop with the task wliich his belief en- 
joined. 

As, strong in his feelings of duty, ho ap- 
proached the exterior gate of the Monastery, ho 
was surprised to see torches gloaming, and men 
assembled around it, some on horseback, some 
on foot, while several of the monks, distin^shed 
through the ni^t by their white scapulaties, 
were makinf^ themselves busy among the ctnwd. 
Tho sub -prior was received with a nmmiiaouo 
shout of joy, which at onoe made him soniiihW ' 
that he had himself been tho object of 
anxiety, 


iroysis 
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* 7il0t« he U ! there he ia ! Ood be thanked — 
WKe he iSf hale and feir ! ’ exclaimed the vassals ; 

the monks exclaimed, * Te Deum laudomus 
*^the blood of thy servants is precious in thy 
fright t * ' 

* What is the matter, children ? what is the 
matter, my brethren ? * said Fathei* Eustace, dis- 
mounting at the gate. 

'Na^, brother, if thou know'st not, we will 
not tell thee till thou art in the refectory,’ 
answered the monks ; * suflico it that the lord 
abbot had ordered these, our zealous and faith- 
ful vassals, instantly to set forth to guard thee 
from imminent peril. — ^Ye may ungirth your 
horses, children, and dismiss; and to-morrow 
each who was at this rendezvous may send to 
the convent kitchen for a (][uartor of a yard of 
roast-beef, and a blac^iack lull of double ale.* * 

The vasdals dispersod with joyful acclamation, 
and the monks, with equal jubilee, conducted 
the sub-prior into tlio refectory. 


CHAPTER X. 


Here we stand 

Wound less and well, niay Heaven's high name be blcss'd 
for’t ! 

As erst, ere treason couch'd a lance ag.unbt us. 

Dl CKER. 


No sooner was the sub-prior hurried into the 
refectory by his rejoicing eomnauions, than the 
lirst person on whom he fixed his eye proved to 
bo Christie of the riiiithill. He was seated in 
the ohiimiey-coiner, fettered and guarded, his 
features drawn into that air of sulky and turbid 
resolution with which those hardened in giiilt 
are accustomed to view the approach of jiuiiish- 
ment. But as the suli-prior drew near to him, 
his face assumed a more wild and startled cx- 

S ression, while he exclaimed — * The devil ! the 
evil himself, brings the dead back upon the 
living t ’ 

'Nay,* said a monk to him, * say rather that 
Our Lady foils the attempts of the wicked on her 
faithful servants— our dear brother lives and 
moves. *g 

* Lives and moves ! * said the ruffian, rising 
and shuffling towards the sub-prior as well as his 
chains woiim ]»ermit ; ' nay, then, I will never 
trust ashen shaft and steel point more.— It is 
even so,* he added, as he anzed on the sub-prior 
with astonishment ; * neither wem nor wound — 
not as much as a rent in his frock ! ’ 

* And whence should my wound have come ? * 
aaid Father Eustace. 

'From the good lance tha£ never failed me 
before,* replied Christie of tlie Clinthill. 

' Heaven absolve thee for thy purpose ! * said 
the sub-prior ; ' wouldst thou have slain a servant 
of the altar t * 

'To choose!* answered Christie; 'the Fife- 
men say, an the- whol^ack of ye wore slain, 
Ihoro wore more lost at Flodden.* 


*he few reminiseences of Old Pair, or 
" SWU** which, that at wme coaveat in 

tterSn « naghbouthood, the community, before the 


i to dbfat out roast-beef by the measure ^ 
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'Villain! artthimherericaswaUasmuiiimry* 

' Not 1, by Saint Giles,* refdied the rider ; ' 1 
listened blithely enough to the Laird of Moneuioe, 
when he told me ye wore all cheats and knaves ; 
but when he would have fflad me go hear one 
Wisehoart, a gospeller, as they call him, he might 
as well have persuaded the wild oolt that. had 
filing one rider to kneel down and help another 
into the saddle.* 

'There is some goodness about him yet,* 
said the sacristan to the abbot, who at that 
moment entered — 'He refused to hear a heretic 
preacher.* 

‘ The better for him in the next world,* an* 
sworeil the abbot. ' Prepare for death, my sob, 
— we deliver thee over to the soc‘ular arm of oui* 
bailie, for execution on the Galloa -hill by i>eep 
of licht * f 

' Amen ! * said the ruffian ; ' ’tis the end I 
must have come by sooner or later— and what 
<*arc I whether I feed the crows at Saint Mary’s 
or at Carlisle ? * 

' Let me implore your reverend patience for 
an instant,* said tlic sub-prior, 'until I shall 
inquire ’ 

‘ What ’ ’ exclaimed the abbot, observing him 
for the first time. — ' Our dear brother restored to 
us when his life was unhoped for I — Nay, kneel 
not to a sinner like me — stand up— thou hast 
my blessing. When this villain came to the 
^te, accused by his own evil conscience, and ciy- ^ 
mg out he had miudcred th(^, I thought that 
the pillar of oui main aisle had fallen«-no more 
shall a life so precious bo exposed to such risks 
as occur in this Border countiy ; no longer shall 
one beloved and rescued of Heaven hold so low 
a station in the Church as that of a ]>oor sub- 
prior — 1 will write by express to the Primate for 
thy .si>ee(ly removal and advancement.’ 

'Nay, but let me understand,* said tlio sub- 
prior ; ‘ did this soldier say he had slain me ? * 

'That he had transfixed you,* aifbwerod the 
abbot, ' in full career with his lance— but it seems 
lie had taken an indiiferent aim. But no sooner 
didst thou fall to the giound mortally gored, as 
lie deemed, with liis w’eapon, than CSur Blessed 
I’atroness ai>pearcd to him, as he averred , 

' I avGired no such thing,’ said the prisoner ; 

' I said a woman in white interrupted me, as I 
was about to examine tho priesta cassock, for 
they are usually well lined — she had a bulrush 
iu nor hand, with one touch of which she struck 
me from my horA;, as 1 might strike down a 
child of four years old with an iron mace— and 
then, like a singing fiend as she was, she BUog« 
to me, 

•* Thank the holly bush 
That nods on thy brow; 

Or with this slender rush 
1 had strangled thee now.« 

I gathered myself up with fear and difficult, 
threw myself on my horse, and bame hither 
a fool to get myself hanged fair a rojjase 

' Thou seest, honoured bmilier,' said the abbot 
to tho sub-prior, 'in what fovour thou art With 
Our Blessed Patroness, that she herself becomes 
the guardian of thy path8.-^Not since the days 
of our blessed founder hath she shoVm sooh graef 
to any one. All unworthy were We ’to nold 
spirittt^ superiority^ om thee, and we pray thet 
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for thy speedy removal to Aberbroth- 


'Alast my lord and father,’ said the sub- 
prior, ‘your words pierce my very soul. Under 
the seal of oonf&ion will 1 presently tell thee 
why I conceive myself rather the baffled sport 
of a spiiit of another sort, than the j^roteoted 
fovouTite of the heavenly powers. But first let 
me ask this unhappy man a question or two.’ 

< Do as ye lisv replied the abbot — * but you 
shall not convince mo that it is fitting you 
remain in this inferior office in the coii\ cut of 
Saint Mary.’ 

would ask of this poor man/ said Father 
Eustace, *for what x>uipose he nouiisliod the 
tlmight of putting to death one who never did 
hiSeviU’ • * 

*Ayl but thou didsl menace meuith evil,* 
said the rufflan, * and no one but a fool is menaced 
twice. Dost thou not remember what you said 
touching the Primate and Loid James, and the 
black pool of Jedwood ? Didst thou think me 
fool enough to wait till thou hadst betrayed mo 
to tlio sack and the foik^ Tbeie uas small 
wisdom in that, methinks— as little as in coming 
liithor to toll my own misdeeds — I think tlie 
devil was in me when I took this road —I might 
have remembcied the i>iovoib, “Nevei fiiai 
forgot feud.” ’ 

‘And it was solely for that— for that only 
hasty word of mine, uttered in a moment of im- 
|)atiofI0e, and forgotten ore it was well &iK)kcn ^ ’ 
said l%thor Eustace. 

*Ay, lor that, and— for the love of thy gold 
cnicinx,’ said Chiistie of the CliiithilJ. i 

‘ Gracious Heaven 1 and could the yellow metal 
' — the glittering earth — so lar oveicome eveiy 
sense of what is theioby represented ^ — Father 
Abbot, I pray, as a dear boon, you will deliver 
this guilty peisoii to my mercy.’ 

‘ Na^ brother,’ inteijwsed the sacristan, ‘to 
your doom, if you wdll, not to youi meicy. — Re- 
member, we are not all equally favouied by Our 
Blessed Lady, nor is it likely that evoiy fiock in 
the convent will servo as a coat of i)roof wlien a 
lance is couched against it.’ 

* For that very reason,’ said the sub-prior, * I 
would not that for my worthless self the com- 
munity were to fall at feud with Julian of 
Avenel, this man’s m(\^ter.’ 

‘ Our Lady furi>id * ’ said the sacristan ; * he is 
a second Julian the A] instate.’ 

‘With our reverend father the abbot’s per- 
mission, then,’ said Father Eustace, ‘1 deshe 
this man be freed ft'oni his chains, and suffered 
to depart uniqjured. — And here, friend,’ he 
added, giving liim the golden cracifix, ‘ is the 
image for which thou wert willing to slain thy 
hands ^th murder. View it well, and may it 
inspire tnoe with other and better thoughts than 
tiiiose whioh referred to it as a piece of bullion ! 
Part witli it, nevertheless, if thy necessities tc- 
qiiir4 get thee one of such coarse substance 
* tnat Mammon shall have no share in any of the 
rejections to which it gives rise. It was the 
bequest of a dear friend to me ; but dearer ser- 
vice can it never do than that of winning a soul 


golden emolflA* *By Saint Qiles,* said 
understand ye not t-— An ye give me g 


toHeaven.’ 

Tiie Borderer, now freed from bis chains, stood 
iQudng alternately on tbs sub-prior and on the 


couching my lanes at thee, what w*ould yA glv 
me to level it at a heretic I ' 

‘ The Church,' /»id the sub-prior, * will try th 
effect of her spintual censures to bring tlios 
stray sheep into the fold, ere she employ tl 
edge of the sword of Saint Peter.* 

‘Ay, but,’ said the rufflan, ‘they say tl 
Primate recommends a little strangling an 
burning in aid both of censure and of swOrt 
But faie ye w^eel, 1 owe you a life^ and it ms 
be I will not forget my debt.’ 

The bailie now came bustling ifi, dressed i 
his blue coat and bandoliers, and attended h 
two ot three halberdiers. * I have been a thougl 
too late in waiting upon your reverend lordslu] 
I am gi‘own somewhat latter biuco the field i 
Pinkie* and my leathern coat 8lix)8 not on t 
soon os it was wont ; but the dungeon is rcad^ 
and tliough, as I. baid, 1 have been somewni 
late’ 

Hero his intended prisoner walked giwvely i 
to the officer’s nose, to his great ama7ement. 

‘ You have hoen indeed somewhat late, bailie 
said he, ‘ and I am greatly obligated to your but 
coat, and to the time you took to put it on. 
the secular arm had anived some quarter of s 
liour booncr, 1 liad been out of the reach < 
bxmitual giacc ; but as it is, I wisli goc 
e\cii, and a safe riddance out of your garmeut < 
durance, in wliich you have much the air of 
hog ill aniioui.’ 

Wroth was the bailie with this comxiarisoi 
and exclaimed in he — ‘An it were m/t for u 

I neM'iioe of the vcnctable loid abbot, the 
'Have ’ 

‘Nay, an thou wonldst try coiielubions,’ sai 
Christie of the Clinthill, ‘I will meet tlieo i 
day bleak by Saint Mary’s Well.’ 

‘Hardened wretch!’^ said Father Eustace 
‘art thou but this instant dclivcicd fiom deafl 
and dost thou so soon nuise Ihougtita i 
slaughter ? ’ 

‘1 will meet with thee cio it be long, t1i< 
knave,’ said the bailie, ‘and teach tliee thh 
Oremus.’ 

‘ 1 w ill meet thy cattle in a moonlight liigl 
befoi^ that day,’ said he of tho ChnthiTl, 

‘ 1 will have thee by the neck one misty mqf^ 
ing, thou strong thiet,’ answered the aoctdj 
officer of the Church. 

‘Thou art thyself as strong a thief as eV 
lode,’ retorted Clirihtie ; ‘ and if the warms wa 
once feasting on that fat carcabo of thiijie, 
might well ho|ic to have ihino office, by 
of these reverend men.’ 

‘A cast of their ofti<e and a cast of tninf 
answered the bailie ; ‘ a cord and a confMc 
that is all thou wilt have from us.’ 

‘Sirs,’ said tho sub-prior, observing tbat I 
brethren began to take more interest than tif 
exactly decorous in this wranditig beMl 
justice and iniquity, ‘ 1 pray you hoth to oM 
—Master Bailie, retire witli your balbonttN 
and trouble not the man whom we hai^ ]n 
missed*-— And thou, Christie, or wba^veiir'lM 
name, take tbv denarture. and hsinMiiidMe.iB 
owMt thjr life to the lend »lMi mSSm* 

‘ ISmj, M to Ihiijti' Hinv’«tod f JM 
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that I cm tt to your own ; but impute it to 
'vrhoMIfa li«t, I owe a life among yo, and tlieiH^ 
ia an And whintling ^ he went, h6 left 

the apattment, booming as if he held the life 
wMoli he had forfeited not worth further 

* Obstinate even to brutality!* said Father 
Eustaoo ; *and yet wlio knows but some better 
ore may lie under so rude an exterior ? ’ 

'Save a thief from the gallows,’ said the 
sacristan— ‘you know the rest of tho proverb; 
and admitting, as may Heaveu p^nt, that our 
lives and limbs are s^ife from this outrageous 
knave, who bliall insure our meal and our malt, 
our herds and our flocks ? ’ 

‘Many, that will I, my brethren,* said an 
aged monk. ‘Ah, brethren, you little know 
ivliat may bo made of a repentant robber. In 
Abbot Ingilram’s days — ay, and I remember 
them as it were yesterday — tho freebooters wore 
the best welcome men that e.ame to Saint Mary’s. 
Ay, they paid tithe of every drove that they 
brought over from the south ; aud becauso they 
wore something lightly oome by, I have known 
thorn make tho tithe a seventh — that is, if their 
confessor know his businoss — ay, when we saw 
from the tower a score of fat bullocks, or a drove 
of sheep coming down tho valley, with two or 
three stout men-at-arms behind tliem, with their 
guttering steel-caps, and their black-jacks, and 
their long lances, tho good Lord Abbot Ingibuin 
was wont to say — ho was a merry man — ^Thcre 
come the tithes of the spoilers of tlio Egyptians ’ 
Ay, and I have seen the famous Jolin liio Arin- 
.strang — a fak man he was and a goodly, Ihe 
more pity that hemp was ever hookled for him 
—I have seen him come into the Abbey (3hiii‘<*h 
with nine tassels of gold in his bonnet, and 
<every tassel made of nine English nobles, ami 
he would go from chapel to oliaiH3l, and from 
image to image, and from altar to altar, on his 
knees— and leave hero a tassel, and there a noble, 
till there was as little gold on his bonnet as ou 
my hood — ^you will find no such Border thieves 
now I’ 

'No, truly, Brother Nicolas,* answered the 
abbot ; * they ore more a]>t to take any gold tho 
‘Church has loft, than to bequeath or bestow any 
—and for cattle, beshrew mo if I think they care 
whether beeves have fed on the meadows ot 
Laneroost Abbey, or of Saint Maiy’s ! ’ 

'There is no good thing left in them,* said 
Father Nicolas; 'they are clean naught. — Ah, 
the thieves that I have seen I — such projier 
men t and as pitiful as proper, aud as pious as 
pitiful!* 

* It skills not talking of it, Brother Nicolas,' 
fiaid the abbot ; ' and I will now dismiss you, my 
bretl^eny holding your meeting upon this our 
inquisition couoeming the danger or our reverend 
sub-prior, instead of mo attendance on tho lauds 
this evening. — ^Yet let tho bells bo duly rung for 
the ediiicatwn of the laymen without, and also 
that tho novices may give due reverence. — And 
now, benediclte, brethren! The cellarer will 
bestow on each a mce-oup and a morsel as ye 
l^the buttery, fir ye hove been turmoiled and 
amwMi Olid dangerous it Is to fall asleep in such 
W vMb empty stomaoh.* 


- 

reveremlissimef* replied the brethren, departiiig 
in their due order. 

But the sub-prior remained behind, and, IhUing 
on liis knees before tho abbot, a# h(VwaB about 
withdraw, craved him to hear, under the seal of 
coniession, the adventures of the day. The 
reverend lord abbot yawned, and would have 
alleged fatigue ; but to Father Eustace of all 
men, he was ashamed to show iudifTerenro in his 
religious dutio<). The confession, thei'Cibre, pro- 
ceeded, in which Father Eustace told all the 
extraordinaiy circumstances which had befallen 
him during the jounioy. And being questioned 
hy tho abbot, whether he was not conscious of 
any secret sin, through which ho might have 
been subjected for a time to tho delusions of 
evils pirits, the &ub-i)rioir admitted,' u ith frank 
avowuX that he thought iie might have deserved 
such iKJiianee for having judged with unfra- 
ternal rigour of tho report of Father Philip the 
sacristan. 

‘Heaven,* said the ])enitcnt, 'may have been 
willing to convince me, not only that he can at 
pleasure open a eoinniunication betwixt us and 
beings of a difiereiit, and, as we word it, super- , 
natural class, but also to punish our pride of 
siqieiior wisdom, or supeiior courage, or superior 
learning.’ 

It is Avell said that virtue is its own mward ; 
and I question if duty was ever more completely 
recompciiscfl, than by the audience whicli the 
reverend al)l)ot so unwillingly yielded to tho 
confession ol tlio sub-prior. To find the bbjeet 
ot his fear, shall we say, or of his envy, or of 
both, accusing liimself of tho voiy eiror with 
which lie had so tacitly charged him, w^as a cor- 
roboration of tlio abbot’s judgment, a soothing 
of his pride, and an allaying of his fears. Tho 
sense of triumph, however, rather increased than 
diminished his natural good-humour ; and so 
iar was Abbot Bonilaee from being dis|]tf>sed to 
tyrannize over Ins sub-jirior, in consequence of 
this discovery, tliat in bis exhortation he hovered 
somewhat ludicrously betwixt tho natural ex- 
pression of his own giatiPicd vanity, and his 
timid reluctance to hurt tho feelings of Father 
Eustace. 

'My bi other,’ said ho, ex catliedm^ ‘it cannot 
have escajied your judicious observation that wo 
have often declined our o^ul judgment in favour 
of your opinion, even about those matters 
which most nearly concoimed tho community. 
Nevertheless, grieved would we be, could you 
think that wo did this, either ^because wo deemed 
our own ojiiniou loss pregnant, or our wit more 
shallow, than that of our other brethren. For 
it was done exclusively to give, our younger 
brethren, such os your much -esteemed soH my 
dearest brother, that courage whicli is necessary 
to 0 free deliveranoe of your opinion , — m offc- 
timos sotting ajmrt our proper judgment; that 
our inferiors, and especially our dear hrclthej the 
sub-prior, may bo comforted and enoouragra in 
pro 2 >osing valiantly his own thoughts, which 
our deference and humility may, In some sort, 
have produced in your mind, most reveretid 
brother, that self-opinion of parts and kuqpvledge, 
which hath led unfortunately to your ow- 
estimating your own ' faculties, and thereby 
sttbljeting yourself, as Is but too viBilne. to 
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* japes and mockeries of evil spirits, For it is 
assuror tkat Heaven always holdeth us in the 
least esteem w*hon we deem of ouraolves most 
highly ; and a^io, on the other hand, it may bo 
that we have somelrhat dei»aricd from what bo- 
•camo our high seat in this abboy, in sulferiUjg 
ourselves to be loo much guided, and even, as it 
were, controlled, by* the \oico of our inferior. 
Wherefore,' c<»utmuod the lox*d abbot, ‘in both 
•of us such faults shall and must be amended — ^yuu 
hereafter presuming loss upon your gifts and 
•carnal wisdom, and I taking hoed not so easily 
to relinquish mine own ojuiiiou for that of ono 
lower in place and in oiliec. N'cvcrtlielcss, wc 
would not that w'o should thorchv lose tho high 
nodvautago wiiieh wo have dorivcu, and may yet 
•derive, from yi?iir wise coiii-.'*ls, wliieh have been 

* ,80 often rocomincndcd to tfe by our most reverend 
Primate. Wherefore on alfairs of high moment, 
we will call to our presence in private, and listen 
to your opinion, which, if it shall agree with our 
•own, we will deliver to tho Chapter, as emanat- 
ing directly from ourselves ; tlius sparing yon, 
dearest brother, that seeming victoiy which is 
so apt to engender spiritual pri<le, and avoiding 
•ourselves the temptation of falling into that 
modest facility of opinion, whereby our office is 
lessened, and onr person (were that of conse- 
•mience) rendered less imnorhiiit in the eyes of 
tlio ooniiiiunity over which we preside.’ 

NotwitliHtaiidjng the high notions which, as 
41 ligid Catholic* Father Eustace entertained of 
tho saortlnieut of confession, as his Church calls 
it, there was sonui <langer that a sense of the 
.ridiculous might have stolen on him, wdien ho 
hoard his Snjiorior, with such simple cunning, 
Jay out a little iilau for availing' himself of tho 
suD-prior’s wisdom and experience, while lie 
should take tho whole credit to himself. Yet' 
his conscicnec imnicdiatoly told him that lie was 
iright. ^ 

‘ I should liavc thought more,’ he reflected, 

‘ of the spiritual Superior, and less of the indi- 
vidual. 1 should liavo spread my mantle over 
the frailties of my sjiiriUial father, and done 
what 1 might to support his character, and, of 
Kjoursc, to extend his utility among the brethren, 
4 XS w’cll as with others. The abbot cannot be 
humbled, without the comiriuuiiy lieiiig humbled 
in his person. Her bo^t is, that over all her 
•children, especially over those called to places of 
‘distinction, she can diffuse tliose gifts which are 
necessary to render them illustrious.’ 

Actuastod by these sentiments, Father Eusteco 
fr&xikl^ to tlftj wliicli liis Sii 2 ^rior^ 

«veu in that moment of authority, had rather 
intimated than poiadc, and signified his humble 
acquiescence in any mode of communicating his 
counsel which might bo most agreeable to the 
* lord abbot, and might best remove from hiiu- 
aelf all temptation to glory in his own wisdom. 
He then |wayed the reverend father to assign 
him suth penance as miglit best suit his oflouce, 
intinmting, at the same time, that ho had already 
fasted the whole day. 

* And it is that I complain of,’ answered the 
abhot, instead of giving him credit for his ab- 
atinenoe ; ^ it ia these very penances, fasts, and 
vigils of which we complain ; as tending only 
gonerate^ sirs and fumes of vanity, whichj 


ascending from the stomach into the liead, do 
blit puff us up with vein-glofry and self-opinion. 

It is meet and beseeming that novices should 
undergo fasts and idgils ; for some jiart of every 
community must lost, and young stomachs 
may Ix^st oudiiro it. Besides, in them it abates 
wicked thoughts, and tho desire of worldly 
dcliglits. But, reverend brother, for those 6> 
last who arc dead and uioriilied to tlie worlii m 
1 and thou, is work of supererogation, ana is 
but tho matter of siuritual pride. Wherefore, I 
enjoin thee, most reverend brotlior, go to tho 
Imtteiy, and drink two cups at least of good 
wine, eating withal a coiufortablo morsel, such 
ns may best suit thy tasto and stomach* 
And in respect that thine opinion of Uiy own 
wisdom hath at tinLe.s made tlico less conform- 
able to, and eoni])anionab]o with, the weaker 
.and less learned brethren, 1 enjoin thee, dur^ 
the said rc]>abt, to cliuobc for thy companion 
our reverend brother Nicolas, and, without in- 
tcrru]>iion or imjiatiencc, to listen for a stricken 
hour to his narration coiicerniiig those things 
which bclcll in tho times of our venerable pre- 
decessor, Abbot Ingilram, on whoso soul may 
IToavon have mercy ! And for such holy exer- 
cises as may further advantage your soul, and 
expiate the faults whereof you liavo contritely 
and liumbly avowed yourself guilty, wo will 
ponder upon that matter, and aunounco our will 
unto you the next moiiiiiig.' 

It was lemaikable that, after this memorable 
evening, the lcclingi> of tho worthy abbot towards 
liis adviser were much more kindly and liiondly 
than wlxon ho deemed tho sub- prior tho impeo- 
oablc and infallible ])crson, in whose garment of 
virtue and wdsdom no flaw was to bo discerned. 

It seemed as if this avowal of Lis own inijicrfcc* 
lions liad rccomniciided Father Eustace to tho 
iriendship of the Su])crior, althougli, at tho same 
time, this increase of licncvolciico was attended 
witli some circumstaiiuos which, to a man of 
thq bub-X)i'ior’s iiatiiial elevation of mind and 
temper, wore more giievous than even uiidor- 
going tho legends of tho dull and voibobo Father 
Nic(das. For instance, the abbot seldom men- 
tioned him to the other monks, w’ithout design- 
ing him our beloved Brother Eustace, poor xnou t 
—and now’ and then ho used to warn the younger 
brotlxren against the snares of vaiu-glory ax^ 
spiritual jiridc, which Satan sots for the more 
rigidly righteous, wdth looks and demon- 
strations as did all but cxpreasly designate the 
sub-prior as one who had fallen at one timo^, 
under such delusions. Upon these occasidns, it 
required all the votive obedience of a monk, all 
tho philosophical discipline of tho schools, and 
^1 the patience of a Christian, to eiiablo Father 
Eustace to endure the pompous and iTa^oniaing 
parade of his honest, but somewliat thick-hoaddol 
Superior. Ho began himself to be desirous of 
leaving the Monastery, or at least he manifeotlyf 
decliiiod to interfere with its affairs in that 
mmked and anthoritativo manner which he hn4 
at first practised. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

You call thU education, do you not? 

Why, ’tif the forcod march of a herd of bullocks 
Before a shouting drover. The glad van 
Move on at ease, and pause a while to snatch 
A passinc morsel from the dewy greensward. 

While all the blows, the oaths, the indignation, 

Fall on the croupe of the ill-fated laggiM 
That cripples in the rear. 

Old Play. 

Two or throe years glided on, during which 
the storm of the approaching alteration in Church 
government became each day louder and more 
perilous. Owing to the circumstances which 
AYo have intimated in the end of the last chapter, 
the Sub-Prior Eustace appeared to have altered 
considerably his habits of life. Ho afforded, on 
all extraoi’dinaiy occasions, to the abbot, whether 
privately, or in the assembled Chapter, the sup- 
port of his wibdom and experience ; but in his 
oi’diiiary habits he seemed now' to live more for 
himself, and less for tho community, than lioii 
been his former practice. 

He often absented himself for whole days from 
the convent ; and as tho adventure of Glondearg 
dw'elt deeply on his memory, he w'as rciieatedly 
induced to visit tliat lonely tower, and to take 
an interest in tho orphans who had their shelter 
under its roof. Besides, ho felt a deep anxiety 
to know whether the volume w'hich he nad lost, 
when so strangely preserved from the lance of 
tho murderer, had again found its w’ay back to 
the Tower of Glondearg. ‘ It was strange,’ ho 
thought, *that a sjiirit,’ for such he could not 
help judging the being whoso voice he had 
hoard, *snould, on the one side, seek tho ad- 
vancement of lieresy, and, on tho other, inter- 
pose to save the life of a zealous Catholic prie.st.’ 

But from no inquiiy which ho made of tho 
various iulmbitauts of the Tower of Glendearg, 
could he learn that tho copy of the translated 
Scriptures, for which ho made such diligent 
inquiry, had again been seen by any of them. 

In the raeaiitimo tho good lather’s occasional 
visits ivere of no small consequence to Edward 
Olendinning and to Mary Aveiiol. Tho former 
displayed a powder of apprehending and retaining 
whatever was taught niin, which filled Father 
Eustace w'ith admiration. Ho was at onoo acute 
and industrious, alert and accurate; one of 
those rare combinations of talent and industiy, 
which are seldom united. 

It was tlie earnest desire of Father Eustace, 
that the excellent qualities thus early dis- 
played bv Edward should be dedicated to the 
service of the Church, to which ho thought the 
youth’s own consent might be easily obtained, 
as he was of a calm, contemplative, retired 
habit, and seemed to consider knowledge as tlie 
Xmncipal iObject, and its onkrgeinent as the 
greatest pleasure, in life. As to the mother, 
the sub-prior had little doubt that, trained as 
she was to view the monks of Saint Mary’s with 
such profound reverence, she would bo but too 
happy in an opportunity of enrolling one of her 
wna in its honoured community. But tho good 
mbor iirpvod to be mistaken in both tneso 
tojHieufarii. 

/ ^on he spolffio to Elspeth OlcntonfBg uf 


that which a mother best loves to hear,-^th6 
proficiency and abilities of her Bo&,-HBhe listened 
with a delighted ear. But when Father Eustace 
hinted at tlie duty of dedica|:ing to the servioe 
of the Church talents which seemed fitted to 
defend and adorn it, the dame endeavoured 
always to shift tho subject ; and when pressed 
further, enlarged on her own, incapacity, as a 
lono woman, to manage the fou ; on the advan- 
tage wliich her neighbours of the township were 
often taking of her unprotected state, and on 
the wish she had that Edward might fill liia 
father's i)lace, remain in the tower, and close 
her eyes. 

On such occasions tho sub-prior would answer, 
that even in a worldly point of view tho welfare 
of tho family would bequest consulted by one of 
the Dons entering iiito*^ the community of Saint * 
Mary’s, as it ivas not to bo supposed that he 
w'ouid fail to afford his family tho important 
]irotection which he could tlicn easily extend 
toivards them. What could be a more pleasing 
l)rosi)cct than to see him high in honour? or 
what more svreet than to have the last duties 
rendered to her by a son revered for his holiness 
of life and exemplary manners? Besides, he 
eudeavouicd to impress upon the dame that her 
eldest sou, Halbert, w'hose bold temper and 
headstrong iiidulgonee of a wandering humour 
rendered him incapable of learning, was, for that 
reason, as well as that ho was her eldest born, 
fittest to bustle through the affairs of the w'orld^ 
and manage the little lief, 

Elspeth durst not directly dissent from what 
was proi)osed, for fear of mving displeasure, and 
yet she always had something to say against it. 
Halbert, she said, w'as not like any of the neigh- 
bour boys'—lio was taller by the head, and 
stiongcr by tho half, than any boy of his years 
within tlie Ilalidorae. But ho w'as fit for no 
peaceful w'ork that could be devised. If he liked 
a book ill, ho liked a plough or a pattlc worse. 

He had scoured his father’s old broadsw'ord — 
suspended it by a belt round his waist, and 
selclom stirred witlioiit it. Ho was a sweet boy 
and a ^ntle if spoken fair, but cross him and he 
was a bom devil. * In a W'ord,' she said, burst- 
ing into tears, ‘deprive mo of Edw’ard, good 
father, and ye bereave my house of prop and 
pillar ; for my heart tcUs me that Halbert will 
take to his father’s gaits, and die his father’s 
death.’ 

When the conversation camo to this crisis, the 
ood-hiimoured monk was always content to 
rop the discussion for tlio^ time, trusting some 
opportunity would occur of removing her pre 
juaices, for such he thought them, against 
Ell ward’s proposed destination. 

When, leaving tho mother, the suVprior ad- 
dressed himself to tho son, animating his zeal 
for knowledge, and pointing out how amply it 
might be gratified should he agree to*ta% Holy 
Orders, he found the same I’e^i^anoe whicn 
Dame Elspeth had exhibited. Edward pleaded 
a want of sufficient vocation to so serious a pro- 
fession — ^liis reluotanoo to leave his mother, and 
other objections, which the sub-prior treated aa 
omlve. 

plainly perceive,* he said one day, in 
answer to them, * that the devil had Ins Ihctors 
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as well as Heaven, and that they are equally, or, 
alas ! the former are perhaps more active, in be* 
speaking for their master tne first of the market 
1 trnSt, young man, that neither idleness, nor 
licentious pleasure? nor the love of worldly gain 
and worldly grandeur, the chief baits with which 
the great Fisher of souls conceals his hook, are 
the causes of your declining the career to iivhich 
I would incite you. Ihtt above all I ti*ust— 
above all I hope—that the vanity of suiKirior 
knowledge — a sin with which those who have 
made proficiency in leanxing are most fretpiently 
beset— has not led you into the awful hazard of 
listening to the dangerous doctiines which arc 
now afloat concerning religion. Better for you 
that you were as grossly ignorant as the beasts 
W'hich perish, 4han that fiio pride of knowledge 
should induce you to leii»i an car to the voice of 
heretics.’ Edward Qlendiiining listened to the 
rebuke with a downcast look, and failed not, 
when it was concluded, earnestly to vindicate 
himself from the charge of having pushed his 
studios into any subjects which the Church in- 
hibited ; and so the monk was left to fonn vain 
conjectures respecting the cause of his reluctance 
to embrace the monastic state. 

It is an old proverb, used by Chaucer, and 
quoted by Elizabeth, tliat ‘the gi’catcst clerks 
are not the wisest men ; ’ and it is as true as if 
the poet had not rhymed, or the queen reasoned 
on it. If Father Eustace had not had his 
thoughts turneft so much to the progress of 
heresy, %nd so little to what was passing in the 
tower, ho might have read, in the speaking eyes 
of Mary Avenel, now a girl of fourteen or fifteen, 
reasons which might disincline her youthful 
companion towards the monastic vows. I have 
said that she also was a ])roniisiiig pu}>il of 
the good father, upon whom her innocent and 
infautine beauty had an eflbct of which he was 
himself, perhaps, unconscious. Her rank and 
expectations entitled her to bo taught tlie arts 
of reading and writing; and each lesson vhich 
the monk assigned lior was conned over in com- 
pany with Edward, and by him explained and 
ro-oxplaiiied, and again illustratcu, until she 
became perfectly mistress of it. 

Ill the beginning of their studios, Halbert bad 
been their school com])aiiioii. But the boldness 
and impatience of his diy)osiiion soon quaiTcllcd 
with an occupation in wliich, v ithout assiduity 
and uiiremittcd attention, 140 progress was to be 
expected. I’lio sub-prior’s visits u ere at irregular 
intervals, and often weeks would iiiteiwene be- 
tween them, in w^hic4i case Halbei-t was sure to 
forget all that had been prescribed for him to 
learn, and much wliich he had jiartly acquired 
liofore. His deficiencies on these occasions gave 
not of that sort which 

who are fond of idleness, 
ho endea^ured to detach the attention of his 
hrothef and Maiy Avenel from their task, rather 
than to learn his own, and such dialogues as the 
following would ensue : — 

‘ Take your bonnet, Edward, and make haste 
—•the Laird of Oolmslie is at the head of the glen 
with his hounds.’ 

*I care not, Halbert,* answered the youngiifr 
brother ; ‘ tvro brace of dogs may kill a deer 
103* , 


him pain, but it w^as 
produces ahiendmeiit. 
For a time, like all 


without my being there to see them, and 1 must 
help Maty Avenm with her lesson.* 

‘ Ay ! you will labour at the monk’s lessons 
till you turn monk yourself,' answered Halbert. 
— ‘ Mary, will you go with me, and I will show 
you the cushat’s nest I told you of ? ' 

‘I cannot go with you, Halbert,’ answered 
Mary, ‘ because I must study this lessou-^it W’ill 
take me long to learn it— -1 am sorry I am so 
dull ; for if I could get my task as fkst as Edward, 
I should like to go with you.’ 

* Should you indeed ? ’ said Halbert ; ' then I 
will wait for you — and, wliat is more, 1 will try 
to get my lesson also.’ 

With a smile and a sigh he took up the primer, 
and began heavily to con over the task which 
had been assigned him. As if l>anished from the 
society of the two others, he sat sad and solitary 
in one of the dee]> window-roeesses, and after in 
vain struggling V ith the difliculties of his task, 
and his disinclination to loam it, ho found 
himself involuntarily engaged in watching the 
movements of the other tw'o students, instead of 
toiling any lunger. 

The picture which Halbert looked upon was 
delightful in itself, but somehow or other it 
afforded very little j>lcasure to him. The beauti- 
ful girl, with looks of simple, yet earnest anxiety, 
was bent on disentangling those intricacies which 
obstructed her progress to knowledge, and look- 
ing ever and anon to Edward for assistance ; 
wbile, seated close by her side, and watchful to 
remove every o]»&taclo from her way, ho scemod 
at once to be proud of the ])rogres 8 which his 
jmpil made, and of the assistance which he w^as 
able to render her. There was a bond betwixt 
them, a strong and interesting tie, the desire of 
obtaining knowledge, the pride of surmounting 
(Uflicnltics. 

Feeling most acutely, yet ignorant of the 
nature and source of his ow'ii emotions, Ilalbert 
could no longer endure to look u]iou this quiet 
scene, but, starting up, dashed his hook from 
him, and exclaimed aloud, ‘To the fiend 1 
bequeath all books, and the dreamers that make 
them ! — I 'would a score of Southrons w'ould 
come up the glen, and w'o should learn how little 
all this muttering and scrilibling is worth.’ 

Mary Avcjiel and his brother started, and 
looked at Halbert wdth surprise, while ho w*ent 
on 'with groat animation, Ins features sw'elling, 
and the tears starting into his eyes as he s])oke. 
— ‘ Yes, Mary-— I wish a score of Southrons came 
up the glen this very day ; and you should see 
one good hand, and one good sword, do xfforo to 
protect you than all the books that lyoro ever 
opened, and all the pens that ever grQW on a 
goose’s wing.’ . 

Mary looked a little surprised ana a little 
frightened at his vehemence, but instantly 
replied affectionately, ‘You are vexed, Hall)ert, 
hocauBo you do not get your lesson so fast as 
Edward (^n ; and so am I, for I am as stvpid as 
you.— But come, and Edward shall sit betwixt 
us and teach us.’ 

' He shall not teach me,’ said Halbert, iii the 
same angry mood ; ‘ 1 never can teach Jiiim to ^ 
anylfliing that is honourable add manly, and he 
shall not teach me any of his moukilih trioka.***-! 
hate |hG monkey with their dxawHng na^ tana 
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like sa mtaoy A:ogs, and their long bla^ petti- 
ooate like eo nianv women, and their reverences, 
imU their lordsbps, and their lazy vassala that ' 
do noihiiig but peddle in the mite with plough 
and harrow ironi Yule to Michaelmas. 1 will 
call none lord, but him who wears a sword to 
make his title good ; and 1 will call none man, 
but liiin that can bear hiinscir manlike and 
masterful/ 

*For Heaven’s soke, peace, brother!’ said 
Edward ; * if such words were taken up and 
rejiortod out of the house, they would Bo our 
mother's ruin.’ 

‘ Report them yourself, then, and they will he 
2/o?fr* making, and nobody’s marring save mine 
own. Say tliat Halbert Gloiidinuiiig will never 
be vassal to an old man with a cowl and shaven 
•crown, while there are twenty barons who wear 
oasrpio and idumo that lack bold followers. Let 
them gi'ant you these wretched aere^, and much 
meal may they bear you to make your brocJian.* 
He left the room hastily, but instantly retained, 
and continued to sjieak with the same tone of 
quick and irritated fooling. ‘ And you need not 
tliink so much, neither of you, and especially 
you, Edward, need not think so much of your 
parohmout book there, and your cunning in 
reading it. By my faith, I will soon learn to 
road as well as you ; and —for I know a bettor 
teacher than your grim old monk, and a better 
book than his printed hicviaiy; and since you 
like seholarcraft so well, Mary A vend, you shall 
see whether Edward or I have most of it,’ Ho 
left the a^Mirtment, and came not again. 

*What can be the matter with him?* said 
Mary, following Halbert with her eyes from the 
window, as witYi hasty and unequal steps ho ran 
up the wild glcii. — * Where eaii your brother be 
oiiig, Edward? — what book? — what teacher 
oes ho talk of I ’ 

* It avails not guessing, ’ said Edward. ‘ Halbei t 
is angry, lie knows not why, and speaks of he 
knows not what ; let us go again to our lessons, 
and be will come borne when he has tired himself 
with sorambling among tbo crags as usual.* 

But Mary’s anxiety on account of Halbert 
seemod more deeply rooted. Slio declined pro- 
secuting the task in which they had been so 
pleasingly engaged, under the excuse of a head- 
ache; nor could Edward prevail upon her to 
resume it again that morning. 

Meanwhile Halbert, his head unboiineted, his 
features swelled with jealous anger, and the tear 
still in liis eye, .s])c<l up the wild and up])er 
•extremity of the little valley of Glondcarg with 
the speed of a roebuck, choasing, as if in 
desperate defiance of tho difficulties of the way, 
the wildest and most dangerous paths, and 
voluntarily exposing himself a liuiidn'd times to 
dangers whieh lie miglit havo escaped by turning 
a little aside from them. It seemed as if he 
wished his course to be as straight as that of tho 
arrow to itf mark.. 

Ho arrived at length in a narrow and secluded 
eleufjhy ot deep ravine, wliich ran down into the 
valley, and contributed a scanty rivulet to tho 
supply of the brook with whieh Gleiidearg is 
•wetored. Up this he sped with the same pre- 
^pitato haste whieh had marked his departure 
pirn tha t^^ver, nor did ho pause andjook 


around until he had reached the fountain firam 
which the rivulet had its rise* 

Here Halbei't stopped sborti and oast a gloomy, 
and almost a frightened glance around him. A 
huge rock rose iii front, froifi! a cleft of which 
giew a wild liolly-treo, whose dark green branches 
rustled over the spring which arose beneath. 
The banks on either liand rose so high, and 
approached each other so dosGly, that it was 
only when tho sun was at its meridian height, 
and during the summer solstice, that its rays 
could reach the bottom of the chasm in which 
ho stood. But it vas now summer, and the 
hour was noon, so that tho unwonted roflootion 
of the suu was dancing in the iielliicid fountain. 

* It is tlie season and the hour,’ said Halbert 
to liimself ; * au<l now JT — J might soon become 
wiVr tlidii Eduard wLh all liis pains! Maiy 
should see whether ho alone is fit to be consulted, 
and to sit by her side, and hang over her as sbe 
roach, and point out every word and evoiy letter. 
And she loves me better than him — I am sure 
she does — for she comes of noble blood, and 
scorns sloth and eouaidicc, — And do I myself 
not stand hcie slothful and cowardly as any 
priest of them all ? — Why should I fear to call 
upon this form— this shape '—Already havo I 
endiu*cd the vision, and why not ugaiii ? What 
can it do to rnc, who am a man of lith and 
limb, and liave by my side my fatbci’s suoid? 
Docs my heart beat- -do my baira biistle, at the 
thought of (‘ailing up a painted sbadc/i/, and 
liow should I lace a band of Southrons Cii flesh 
<]jid blood ' By the soul oJ tho first Gleiidiiming, 
1 u ill make proof of tho charm ! ’ 

He east tho leathern bioguc or buskhi from his 
light loot, planted limisclf in a firm posture, 
uiiblieathccl liis suoid, and, first looking around 
to collect his lesolulion, lie bowed three times 
deliberately towauU the holly-tree, and os often 
to 1 ho little* toiint un, ie}>oatiug at the same time, 
with a detci mined voice, the lollowing*'rhyme : 

‘nirici* to the holly brake— 

Thiice to the well: — 

I bid thee awake, 

White Maid of Avenel ! 

Noon gleams on the lake — 

Noon glows on the fell — 

W.ike tlite, O wake, 

White Maid of Avenel 1 ' 

These lines were barely uttered, when thera 
stood the ligiire of a female clothed in w’hite« 
within three Rtc])S of Halbert Glendinniug. 

*I guess ’twas fiighlFul there to see 
A lady richly tlad ns she — 

Deauiiful exceedingly^’^ 


CHAPTER XII. 

c 

There's something in that ancient superstition, 

Wliich, erring as it is, our fancy loves. 

The spi ing that, with its thousand cr^^stfd* bubbles. 
Bursts from the bosom of some deseit rock ^ 

In secret solitude, may well be deem'd 
The haunt of something purer, more refined. 

And mightier than ourselves. Ol.p Plav. 

YotrNG Halbert Olendinning had scarcely pro- 
nounced the mystical rhymes, than, aa we have 

I ■„ ■ , II. 
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mentioned in the conclusion of the last chapter, 
an appearance, as of a beautiful female, clresned 
in White, stood within two yards of him. His 
terror for the meynent overcame his natural 
courage, as well as the strong resolution wliicli 
he had funned, that the figure which he had 
11 ^ twice seen should not a third time daunt 
him. Hut it w^iild soom there is something 
thrilling aixl abliorrciit to liesh and blood iii the 
coiisciousjierfs that wo stand in preseiico of a 
'being in form like to ourselves, but so <UflViH‘nt 
pin ^ faculties and nature, that ive can neither 
understand its purposes, iior calculate its means 
of jmrsuiug them. 

Halbert stood siloiit and gasped for breatb, 
his hairs ereeting themselves on liis licad — Iiis 
mouth open --Tlis eyes 'heed, and, as the sole 
roinainiug sigu of his laft determined ]nirpose, 
his sword pointed towards the apiwrition. At 
Jength, with a voice of iiiotrable s wed ness, the 
White liady, for by that name we shall <iis- 
tinguish this Being, suug, or rather chanted, 
the following lines : 

‘‘Youth of the dark eye, wherefore didst thou call me? 

Whcrcfoic ail thou heie,_ if teirors can appal thee? 

lie that seeks to deal with us must know no fear noi 
failing ! 

To cowanl and churl oui speech is dark, our gifts are 
unavailing. 

The hret^i* that brought me hither now, must sweep 
Egyptian (»iound, 

The fleecy cloud which I ride for Araby is liound : 

The fle^ cloud is drifting by; the biceze sigbs for iny 

For I must sail a thousand miles before the close of day.’ 

The astouisliineut of Halbert began onee more 
to give wny 1o lus resolution, and he gained 
voice enougli to say, thougli with a faltering 
neeent, ‘hi the name of (Jod, what art then 
The answer w'as iu melody of a diirerent tone 
jiiiil measure : 

* What T am T mu>t not show— 

• What I am thou could^t not know — 

Something betwixt heaven end hell— 

Soniciliing that neither stowd nor fell — 
Something that through thy wit or will 
M»jy woilk thee good— may woik thee ilk 
M either substance i]uite nur shadow, 

Haunting lonely moor .and meadow, 

Ttancujg by the haunted spring, 

Kiding on the whiil wind’s wing; 

Aping in fantastic fashion 
Every change of hunftin passion, 

While o’er our fio/cii minds they pass, 

Like shadows fiom tiie mirror’d glas.s. 
W.iywarJ, fickle is our mood, 

Hovering betwixt bad and good, 
jflappler than briyf-dated man, 

T/ivmg twent^^ times his ; 

Far less happy, for we have 
Help nor hope beyond the grave ! 

Man awakes to joy or soirow : 

Ours the sleep that knows i«j morrow. 

'This is all that I can show- 
This^B all that thou n:ayc.<.t know.' 

Til© AVhito Lady paused, and appeared to 
«,wait aiLairtwer ; but, as Halbert hesitated liow 
to frarao*liis speech, the vision seemed gradually 
to fade, and booomo more and more incoiTioreal. 
Justly guessing this to bo a symptom of her 
'ilisappearanoe, Halbert compelled himself to say, 
— ‘ Lady, when I saw you in the glen, and when 
you brought back the black book of ]Mary of 
Avcnol, thdu didst say 1 should one day learn to 
I read it* 


The AWiit^ Lady replied : 

‘ Ay t and 1 taught thee the word and the spell, 

1 u waken me here by the Fairies’ Well : 
but thou hast loved the heron and hawk, 

More than to seek my haunted walk; 

And thou hast loved the lance and the Sword, 

Moie than good text and holy word ; 

And thou hast loved the deer to track, 

More than the lines and the letters black; 

And thou arc a i anger of moss and of wood. 

And scoinest the nuiture of gentle blood.’ , 

‘I will do so no longer, fair maiden,* said 
Ilulbert; ‘I desire to learn; and thou didst 
])roinise me that, wljen I did so desire, thou 
^^ouI<lst he ihy helper ; I am no longer afraiyl of 
thy presence, and I am no longer regardless of 
insli notion.’ As he iitiered these words, the 
ligiiro of the White Maiden grew gradually as 
di.stiuct as it had been at first ; and what had 
well-nigh faded into an ill-defined and colourless 
shadow, again assumed an ajipearanee at least of 
corporeal consisleiiey,* although the hues were 
less vivid, and the outline of the figure less dis- 
tinct and defined -so at lea.st it seemed to Halbert 
—than tliosp of an oi dinary inhabitant of the 
earth. ‘Wilt thou gi-ant my retpiest,’ he said, 
‘fair lady, and give to my koejnng the lioly book 
which Mary of Avcnel has so often wept for?* 
The White I.(ady rejilied : 

‘Thy craven fcai mjf lintli riccuHed; 

Hun#* i«l!cluH*d my tiust abu cd; 

IT© that drnNNS to harljcmr late, 

Must sleep without, or biitst the gate. 

Theie is a sur foi ibcc winch burn’d, , 

Its influent c w'anes, its course is turn'd; 

Valour and conslancy .done 

Cnn bring thee back the chance that’s flown.’ 

‘If I have been a loiterer, lady,’ answered 
y(>ung (llendimiing, ‘thou shidt now find me 
■willing to press iorward with double speed. 
Other thoughts have filled iiiy mind# other 
tlioughts have engaged irty hcai-t, within a brief 
tcriod— and, by Heaven, other occupations shall 
lenceforth fill up my time. 1 have lived iu this 
day the space of yeais — 1 eaino hither a boy, I 
will return a man— n man, such as may converse 
not only with lii.s own kind, but with whatever 
Ood iieimits to be visible to him. i will Icnm 
tlio contents of Unit mysteiions volume — I will 
learn wliy the Lmly of Av^'iiel loved it— why the 
liricsts tcai^d, and would have stolen it — why 
thou didst twice iccover it from their hands. 
l\niat mystciy is wrapped in it ?— Speak, I eon* 
jure thee ? * The lady .assumed an air peculiarly 
'sad and Holeinn, us, dtoopiug her head, ana 
loldiug her aims on her bosom, she rcplicd-t 

‘Within that awful volume lies 
I'lic inystciy of mysteries ! 

TTappiexC they of human face, 

’I'o whom God has grantecl gmee 
T»> read, to fear, to h(M>e, to piay, 

'Po lift the latch, and force the way; 

And better had they ne’er been born. 

Who read to doubt, or read to scoiii.’ 

•Give me the volume, lady,* said young Glen* 
dinning. ‘ They call mo idle— they (‘all me dnll 
—in this pursuit my industry shall not fail, nor, 
with God’s blessing, sliall my understaadiuff. 
Givo me the volume.’ Tlic apparition agaut 
replied : 

* Many a fathom dork and deep 
I hai>S laid the book to sleep ; 

Ethereal fires around it glowim^ 

Echeriu nuttio Sver flowuif*-* 
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Th« sacred pledge of Heaven 
All things revere, 

]^ch in his sphere, 

Save man for whom 'twas given X 
Lend thy hand, and thou shmt spy 
Things ne'er seen by morul eye. 

Halbert Glondinning boldly reached his hand 
to the White Lady, 

* Fearost thou to go with me ? * she said, as his 
hand trembled at the soft and oold touch of her 
own, — 

*Fearest thou to go with me? 

Still it is free to thee 
A peasant to dwell ; 

Thou may'st drive the dull steer. 

And chase the king’s deer, 

But never more come near 
This haunted well.’ 

‘If what thou sayest bo true,’ said the nn- 
daunted boy, ‘ my destinies are higher than Ihine 
own. There shall bo neither well nor wood which 
I dare not visit. No fear of aught, naliual or 
Huporuatural, shall bar my path through my 
native valley.’ 

lie had scarce uttered the words, when they 
both descended through the earth with a rapidity 
which took away JFI albert’s breath and every other 
sensation, saving that of being hurried on with 
the utmost velocity. At length they &topf)ed 
with a shock so sudden, that the mortal journoycr 
througli this unknown space must have been 
thrown down with violence, had he not been 
upheld by his snj>prnatural companion. 

It was more than a minute, ere, looking around 
him, he beheld a grotto, or natural cavern, com- 
posed of the most splendid spars and crystals, 
which rotunied in a tlioiisand prismatic lines the 
li^ht of a brilliant flamo that glowed on an altar 
of alabaster. This altar, with its fire, formed 
the central jioiiit of the grotto, which was of a 
round form, and very high in tlie roof, resembling 
in some respects the dome of a cathedral. Cor- 
responding to the four ])oints of the compass, 
there went oft’ four long galleries, or arcades, con- 
structed of the same brilliant mateiials with 
the dome itself, and the tonninatioii of which 
was lost in darkness. 

No human imagination can conceive, or words 
suihoe to describe, the glorious radiance which, 
shot fiercely forth by the flame, was i*eturned from 
so many hundred thousand points of reflection, 
afforded by the sparry pillars and their numerous 
angular crystals. The firo itself did not remain 
steady ancl unmoved, but rose and fell, sometimes 
ascending in a brilliant pyramid of condensed 
flame half-way up the lofty expanse, an<l again 
fading into a softer and more rosy hue, and hover- 
ing, as it were, on the surface of the altar to 
collect its strength for another powerful exertion. 
There was no visible fuel by which it was fed, 
nor did It emit either smoke or vapour of any 
kind. 

, What was of all the most remarkable, the black 
volume so often mentioned lay not only uncon- 
sumed, but untouched in the slightest degree, 
amid this intensity of fire, which, while it seemed 
to bs of force sufficient to melt adamant, had no 
effect whatevet on the sacred book thus subjected 
to its utmost influence. 

The White Iiady, having paused long enouj^i 
wlotyodflgOltnainning take surrey 


of what was around him, now said in her usual 
chant: 

* Here lies the volume thou boldly hast sought ; 

Touch it, and take it,— 'twill ,jlearly be bought!' 

Familiarized in some degree with marvels, and 
desperately desirous of showing tho ooura^ he 
had boasted, Halbert plunged his hand without 
hesitation into the flame, trusting to the rapidity 
of tho motion to snatch out tho volume oeforo 
the fire could greatly affect him. But he waa 
much disappointed. The flamo instantly caught 
upon his sleeve, and though he withdrew nis 
hand immediately, yet his arm was so dreadfully 
scorched, that he had well-nigh screamed with 
pain. He sujtpressed the natural expression of 
anguish, however, and^only intimated the ogoiiy 
wliiob he felt by a cfcntortion and a muttered 
groan. The White Jjady passed her cold hand 
over his arm, and, 01*0 slie hod finished the follow* 
ing metrical chant, his pain liad entirely gone, 
and no mark of the scorcliing was visible : 

‘Rash thy deed, 

Mortal weed 

To immortal flames applying; 

Rasher^ trust 
Has thing of dust, 

On his own we.ik worth relying: 

Strip thee of such fences vain,^ 

Strip, and piove thy luck again.’ 

Obedient to what he understood to be iho 
meaning of his conductress, Halbert bared hia 
arm to the shoulder, throwing down then-emains 
of his sleeve, which no sooner touchedsthe floor 
on wliich he stood than it collected itself together, 
shrivelled itself uj), and w^as without any visible 
fire j educed to light tinder, which a sudden bre;ith 
of wdnd dispersed into empty 8 i>ace. Tlie White 
Lady, observing the surprise ol the youth, imme- 
diately repeated : 

‘ Mortal warp and mortal woof 
Cannot biook this charmed roof; , 

All tlxat mortal ait hath wrought 
In our cell returns to nought. 

The molten gold returns to clay, 

The polish’d diamond melts avay; 

All is alter’d, all is flown, 

Nought st.aTids fast but truth alone. 

Not for that thv quest give o’er : 

Courage ! prove thy cliancc once more.' 

Emboldened by her words. Halbert Glendinning 
made a second effort, and, plunging his hare arn> 
into the flame, took out the socrod volume without 
feeling either heat or inconvenience of any kind. 
Astonished, and almost terrified at his own suc- 
cess, ho beheld the flame collect itself, and shoot 
up into one long and final stream, which seemed 
as if it would ascend to the very roof of the 
cavern, and then, sinking as suddenly, became 
totally extinguished. The deepest darkness en- 
sued ; but Halbert had no timo to consider his 
situation, for the White Lady had aliWdy caught 
his hand, and they aseondeJ to upper air with 
tho same velocity with which they sunk into 
the earth. 

They stood by the fountain in tho Gorri nan 
Shian when they emerged from the bowels of tho 
earth ; but, on casting a bewildering glanoearound 
him, the youth was surprised to observe that tho 
shadows had fallen far to the east, and that the 
day was well-ni^ spent. He gazed on his oon- 
duotress for explanation, bat her figure began to 
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fade before his eyes — her cheeks grew paler, her 
features less disunot, her form became shadowy, 
and blended itself with the mist which was 
ascending the holl(^ ravine. What had late the 
symmetry of form, and the delicate, vet clear 
lutes of feminine beauty, now resembled the 
flitting and pale ^host of some maiden who has 
died for love, aa it is so. n indistinctly and by 
moonlight, by her perjured lover. 

* Stay, spirit ! ' said the youth, emboldened by 
his success in the subterrauoau dome ; * thy kinri- 
ness must not leave mo, as one encumbeicd with 
a weapon he knows not how to wield. Thou 
must teach me the art to read and to understand 
this volume ; else what avails it me that 1 
possess it ? ’ ^ 

But the ligure of the ^lute Lady still waned 
before his eye, until it became an outline as pale 
and indistinct as that of the moon when the 
winter morning is far advanced, and ere she had 
ended the following chant, she was entirely 
invisible : 

' Alas ! alas ! 

Not ours the grace 
These holy character ^ to trace; 

Idle forms of paiiited air, 

Not to us is given to share 
The boon bestow d on Adam’s race! 

With patience bide. 

Heaven will provide 
The fitting time, the fitting guide.* 

The Jporm wassalrcady gone, and now the voice 
itself hjd melted away in melancholy cadcncc, 
softening, as if the Being who spoke liad been 
slowly wafted from the fti>ot where she had 
commenced her melody. 

It was at this moment that Ilalbort felt the 
extremity of the terror which ho had hitherto 
so manfully suppre*Hsed. The very necessity of 
exertion had given him sjuvit to make it, and the 
presence of the mysterious Being, wliilo it was a 
subject o4' fear in itself, had nevertheless given 
him the sense of protection being near to him. 
It was when he could reflect with composure on 
what had passed, that a cold tremor shot across 
his limbs, iiis hair bristled, and he was afraid to 
look around lest he should And at his elbow 
something more frightful than the first vision. 
A breeze arising suddenly realized the beautiful 
and wild idea of the most imaginative of our 
modern bards,*- — • 

It fann'd his cheek, it |^ised his hair. 

Like a meadow gale in spring ; 

It minified strangely with his fears, 

Yet It felt like a welcoming. 

The youth stood silent and astonished for a 
few minutes. It seemed to him that the extra- 
ordinary Being he had seen, half his terror, half 
his protectress, was still hovering on the gale 
which swept i)ast him, and that she might again 
make herself sensible to his organs of sight. 

^ Speak ! * ho said, wildly tossing his arms — 
< flpeal^ell again— be once more present, lovely 
visionT-Thrico have I now seen thee, yet the 
idea of thy invisible presence around or beside 
me makes my heart beat faster than if thef earth 
yawned and gave up a demon.’ 

But neither sound nor appearance indicated 
the presence of the White Lady, and nothing 

« Coleridge. 


preternatural beyond what he had already wit- 
nessed was again audible or visible. Halbert, 
in the meanwhile^ by the very exeilion of again 
inviting the^’oresenoe Of this mysterious Being, 
had recovered his natural audacity. He looked 
around ouco more, and resumed his solitary path 
down the valley into whoso recesses he had 
penetrated. 

Nothing could be more strongly contrasted 
than the storm of jMission with which he had 
bounded over stock and crag, in order to plunge 
himself into the Corri nan 8hian, and tlio sobered 
mood in which ho now returned homeward, in- 
dustriously seeking out the most practicable 

f >aih, not from a wish to avoid danger, but that 
le might not by personal toil di.straL*t his atten- 
tion, deeply fixed on the extraordinary scone 
which he had witnessed. In the fonner case, 
he had sought by hazard and bodily exeition to 
indulge at once the Ijery excitation of passion, 
and to banish the cause of the excitement from 
his recollection ; while now he studiously avoided 
all intemiption to his contemplative walk, lest 
the difiiculty of the w’ay should iiiterlcro "wdih 
or disturb his own deej) reflections. Thus 
slowly ])aeing forth his course, with the air of a 
])ilgrim rather than of a dccr-hunter, Halbert 
alurnt the close of the evening regained his 
paternal tower. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

The miller was of manly make, 

7 o n>oet him was na mows : 

Thcie duistna ten come him to take, 

Sae noited he theii pows. 

CjiKisi's Kikk on the Gkecn. 

It was after sunset, as wc have already stated, 
when Ilalliert (llendiiming returned to the abode 
of liis father. The hour of dinner was at noon, 
and that of supper about an liour after sunset at 
this ])ei’io(l of the year. The fonner had ]>as8ed 
without Halbert’s appearing ; but this Was no 
uncommon circumstance, fur the cliase, or any 
other |)astimo which occurred, made Hallwt a 
frequent neglectcr of liours ; and his mother, 
though angry and disappointed w'hcu she saw 
him not at table, was so much accustomed to his 
occasional absence, and knew so little how to 
teach him more remilarity, that a testy obseiTU- 
tion was almost all the censure with which such 
omissions were visited. 

On the })rcsent occasion, however, the wrath 
of good Dame Elspotli soared higher than usual. 
It was not merely on account of the special tup’s 
head and trotters, the hag^s and the side of 
mutton, with which her table ^vas se|; forth, but 
also because of the arrival of no less a person 
than Hoh IVliller, as ho was nnivei’sally termed, 
though the man’s name was Happer. 

The object of the miller’s visit to the Towet* 
of Glcndoarg was like the puip}se of those em- 
bassies which ]g>tentate8 send to each other’O 
courts, partly ostensible, partly nolitio. It imU 
>vard show, Hob came to visit hu Mends of ijift 
Halidome, a^d share the festivity common 
country folk, after the barnyard has been flUdb 
and to rewKMAd intimadeB oy new oonvivUU74 
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But ia wy truth ho also oamo to have an eye 
apoi^ the contents of each stack, and to obtain 
information respecting the extent of the 
crop roaiwd and gathered in by each feuar, 
ae might prevent the possibility of dbstra^d 
muUures. 

All the world knows that the cultivators of 
each barony of regality, temporal or spiritual, in 
Scotlaml, are obli^d to bring their com to be 
griiidod at the mill of the territory, for which 
they pay a heavy charge, called the iiitown 
muUit^res, I could s])oak to the thirlago of in- 
veeta et Uinta too, but let that pass. I jiave said 
enough to iiitimaio that I talk not without book. 
Those of the Sacken^ or enthralled ground, wore 
liable in penalties, if, deviating from this thiii- 
ago (or thraldom), they carried their grain to 
another mill. Now, such another mill, erected 
on the lauds of a lay-haron, lay within a t&m]>t- 
ing and coiivonicnt distance of (xloiidoarg ; and 
the miller was so obliging, and liis charges so 
moderate, that it requirocl Hob Miller’s utmost 
vigilance to prevent evasions of liis right of 
monopoly. 

The most efFectiial moans he could devise \vns 


tliis show of good followslni) and neighlumrly 
friendship, — under colour of which ho made his 
annual eruiso through the barony, iiumbered 
evory'coni-stiick, and compiilod its contents by 
the boll, so that lie could give a shrewd hint 
afterwards wdiother or not the grist came to the 
right mill. 

Dame Elspoth, like her compeers, was obliged 
to take these domiciliary visits in the sense of 
politeness ; but in her case they had not occurred 
since her linsbaiid’s death, probably because the 
Tower of Olendearg was distant, and there was 
but a trifling quantity of arable or infield land 
attached to it. This year there had been, upon 
some HiMJculation of old Martin’s, several bolls 
sown in the outfield, which, the season being 
flne, hatl ripened remarkably well. I’crhaps 
t^s cii’oumstance occasioned the honest miller’s 
including Glendearg, on this occasion, in his 
imnuai round. 


♦ Damo Glendinning received with pleasure a 
visit which she used formerly only to endure 
vKth patience ; and she had chauged her view of 
the matter chiefly, if not outiroly, because Hob 
had brought with him his daughter Mysie, of 
whose features she could give so slight an account, 
but whose dress she had described so accurately 
to the sub-prior. 

Hitherto this girl had been an object of very 
trifling consideration in the eyes of the good 
widow ; but the sub-prior s particular and some- 
what mysterious inquiries had set her brains to 
work on the subject of Mysio of the Mill ; and 
she had liere asked a broad question, and there 
she had thrown out an innuendo, and there 
again she had gradually led on to a oonvorsalion 
on the subject of poor Mysio. And from all in- 
quiries and investigations she had collected that 
Mysie was a dark-eyed, laughter-loving wench, 
cherry cheeks, and a skin as white as her 
ww’b finest bolted flour, odt of which was 
the abliot’s own waatel-bread. For her 
vilimer, «|ae sung and laughed flroip morAing to 
ackIL.?*? fortnne, a mterifi ar&l«. 

f^i* »iU«t 


by queans of his proverbial golden thumb, Mysie 
was itj* inherit a good hanasome lump of land, 
with a prospect of the mill and inill-acros do* 
sceuding to her husband on an easy lease, if a 
fair word were spoken in season to the abbot, 
and to the prior, and to the sub-prior, and to- 
the sacristan, and so foilih. 

By turning and again turning these advantage^ 
over in her own niiud, Elspetn at leiiglli came 
to he of opinion that the only uy to save her 
sou Halbert from a life of ‘spur, spear, and 
snaffle,' os they called that of the Border-riders, 
from the dint of a cloth-yard shaft or the loop- 
of an inch -cord, was that ho should many and 
settle, and that Mysio Happer should bo hia 
destined bride. 

As if to her wish. Hob Miller tirrivcd on his- 
strong- built mnre, bearing on a pillion behind • 
him tlic lovely M}™, with cheeks like a peony- 
rose (if Damo Glendinning had ever seen one), 
b])irits all afloat vith rustic coquetry, and a 
l>rofasion of hair as black as ebony. The hcau- 
itUal which Damo Glendinning had been bodying 
forth ill her imagination hccamc uiiox])ect(*dly 
realized in the huxom form of Mysio Hajipev, 
whom, in the coiirso of lialf-an-liour, she settled 
u])oii as the maiden who was to fix the restless- 
and untutored Halbert. True, Mysie, as the 
dame soon saw, was like to love dancing lonnd a 
May-polo as well as managing a domestie cstab- 
Jbilimcnt, and Halbert was lik<^ to break more» 
lieads than he would grind stacks of eoi’if. But 
then a miller should always be of manlj make, 
and lias been described so since the days of 
Chaucer and James I,* Indeed, to be able to* 
outdo and bully the whole i^u/chen (ouco more 
we use this barbarous phraso), in all athletic- 
exercises, was one way to render easy the collec- 
tion of dues wliieb men would have disputed 
with a less formidable chnmiiioii. Then, as to 
the defieieneies of the miller’s wife, jtho dame* 
was of o)>iinon that they might be siqipliod by 
the activity of the miller’s mother. ‘ I will keep* 
house lor the young folk myself, for the tower 
is grown very lonely,’ thought Damo Glcndin- 
ning, ‘and to live near the kirk will be mail’ 
comfortable in my auld ago— and then Edward 
may agree with his brother about the feu, more* 
osiwcially as ho is a favourite witii the sub-prior, 
and then ho may live in the auld tower like his. 
worthy father before him — and wlia kens but 
Mary Avon el, liigli^ blood as she is, may e’^ii 
draw in her stool to the chimney-nook, and sit 
down here for good and a’ ? — It’s true she has no* 
tocher, but the like of hcr^'for beauty and sense 
ne’er crossed my eon ; and I have ten’d eveiy 
wench in the Halidomo of Saint Mary’s - ay, and 

* Tlie verse we have chosen for a motto ttf this chapter 
is from a poem imputed to Jaineo 1. of Scotland. As for 
the Miller who fipires among the Canterbury piljmins, 
brides his sword and buckler, he boasted otWsr attributes,, 
all of which, but especially the last, show mat ^he reliedi 
more on the strength of the outside than that of the inside 
of bis skull. 

e 

The miller was a stout carl for the nOnes, 

Full big he was of brawn, and eke of hones ; 
lhat proved well, for wheresoe'er he cam, 

At wrestling he wold bear away the ram ; 

He was short*shoulder*d, broad, a thick ^ar J 
There n'as no door that he n'oid heave or 
Or break it at a ruDoing with his head, etC4 
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their mothers that horo them — ay, she is a sweet 
and a lovely creature as ever tied snooil hver 
brown hair — ay, and then, though her uncle 
keeps her out of her aiii for the present time, yet 
it is to be thought the grey-goose shaft will find 
a hole in his coat of proof, as, (»od heln us ! it 
has done in many a l>etter man’s. — AiuX more- 
over, if they should stand on tlioir iwligree and 
rantle race, Edward might say to Ihem, that is, 
to her gentle kith and kin, “Whilk o’ ye was 
her best friend when she came down the glen to 
Glendoarg in a misty evening, on a beast inair 
like a cuddy than aught else ? ” — And if tliey tax 
him with chiurs blood, Edward might say that, 
forby the old i^overh, how 

Gentle deed 
, Makes gentle Idcid ; 

yet, moreover, there no churl's blood from 

Glendinning or llrydono ; for, says Ji’idward * 

The hoarse voice of the miller at this moment 
recalled the dame from her reverie, and oom- 
pollod her to romemher that, if she meant to 
realize her airy castle, she must begin by laying 
the foundation in civility to her guest ami Ids 
daughter, whom she was at that moment most 
strangely neglecting, though her whole plan 
turned on conciliating their favour and good 
opinion ; and that, in fapt, while ari'angiug 
matters for so intimate a union with her com- 
pany, she was sulfering them to sit unnoticed, 
and in their riding gear, as if about to resume 
their ^ourn oy. • ‘And so I say, dame,’ concluded 
tlie miJlor (for slio had not marked the beginning 
of his 8i>ceeh), ‘an ye be so busied with your 
housekej), or aught else, why, Mysie and I will 
trot our way down the glen again to Johnnie 
Broxmouth’s, wlio pressed us right kindly to 
bide with him.* 

Starting at once from her dream V>f marriages 
and intermarriages, mills, mill - lands, and 
baronies. Dame Elspeth felt for a moment like 
the milk-maid in the fable, when she overset the 

S itcher, on the contents of which so many golden 
reams woi’o founded. But the foundation of 
Dame Glendiiiiiiiig's liojws was only tottering, 
not overthrown, and she hastened to restore its 
equilibrium. Instead of attempting to account 
for her absence of mind and want of attention to 
her giiests, which she might have found some- 
thing difficult, she assumed the offensive, like 
an able general when Ife finds it necessary, by a 
bold attack, to dismiss his weakness. 

A loud exclamation she made, and a passionate 
complaint she sot up against the unkindness of 
her old friend, wha could for an instant doubt 
the heartiness of her welcome to him and to his 
hopeful daughter; and then to think of his 
going back to John Broxmouth’s, when the aiild 
tower stood where it did, and had room in it for 
a friend •or two in the worst of times— and ho 
too a neighbour that his umnuliile gossip Simon, 
blessed be his cast, used to tliink the l>est friend 
he h^ in the Halidome ! And on she went, 
urging her complaint with so much seriousness, 
that she had well-nigh imnosed on herself os 
well as upon Hob Miuer, who had no mind to 
take anything in dudgeon ; and, as it suited his 
plans to pass the night at Glendearg, would have 
Wn equally contented to do so, oven had his 
Moeption mn less vehemently hospitable. 


To an ElspctH'i expostulations on the unkind- 
ness of his proposal to leave her dwolUng^ ho 
answered composedly, ‘Nay, dame, whnt could 
1 tell ? VO migiit have had other grist to grind, 
for ye looked as if ^e scarce saw us— or what 
know 1? ye might bear in mind the words 
Martin ami I had about the last barley ye sawed 
— for 1 kon dry multures * will sometimes stick 
in the throat. A man seeks but his awn, and 
yet folk shall hold him for both miller and 
miller’s man, that is miller and knave, f all the 
country over.’ 

‘Ala*<, that you will say so, neighbour Hob,* 
said Damn Elspeth, ‘or that Martin should have 
had any words with you about the mill-dues ! 
1 will chid© him roumlly for it, I promise you, 
on the faith of a true widow. You know full 
well that a lone woman is sore put upon by her 
servants.’ 

‘Nay, dame,* said the miller, unbuckling tho 
broad belt which made fast his cloak, and served, 
at the same time, to Bim]>end by his side a swing- 
ing Andrea Ferrara, ‘ boar no grudge at ^lartin, 
for I bear none — I take it on mo as a thing of 
mine office, to maintain my rigid; <^f multure, 
lock, and goiipcn.J And reason good, lor, as 
the old song says, 

I live by my mill, God bles<i herj 
SIic's parent, ( hild, and wiA. 

The poor old slut, I am beholden to her for my 
living, and hound to stand by her, as 1 say to 
my mill knaves, in right and in wrong. And so 
should every honest fidlow stand by his bread- 
winner. — And so, Mysie, yo may doff your cloak^ 
since our neighbour is so kindly glad to see us— 
why, I think ve are as blithe to see lier— not 
one ill tho Halidome pays their multures more 
duly, secjuels, aniage, and carriage, and mill- 
services, used and wont.* 

With that tho miller hung his ample cloak 
without further ceremony upon a huge pair of 
stag’s antlers, which adorned at onec tho naked 
walls of the tower, and served for what we 
vulgaily call eloak-pins. 

In the meantime, Dame Elspeth assisted tO' 
discinlmiTass the damsel, 'whom she destined for 
her future daughter-in-law, of her hood, man|;)e, 
and the rest of her riding gear, giving her to 
a}>pear as beseemed the buxom daughter of the 
wealthy miller, gay and goodly, in a white 
kirtle, tho seams of which wore embroidered 
with green silken lace or fringe, entwined with 
some silver thread. An anxious glance did 
Elspeth cast upon the good • humoured faoe» 
which was now more fully shown to her, and 


* Dry multures were a fine, or compensation in inoney^ 
for not grinding at the mill of the thirl. It was and 
accounted a vexatious exaction. 

t The under miller is, in the lannage of thiHoge, called 
the knave, which, indeed, signified originally his lad 
(JCnabe^ German), hot by domes came to be taken in a 
worse sense. In the old tranvacions of the Bible, Paul 
made to term himself the knave of our Saviour, The 
allowance of meal taken by the miller's servant 'was fitUad' ' 
knavesbip. ' 

t The multure was the regular exaction for gduding tho 
Weal. The lock, signifying a Umall quandtyiWdr IkMS 
WHpm, a handful, were additional perouisitas deW||dsd 
by the miller, and submitted to or resbted bv tiha 
as cifcumttances permitted. Thcia and Mir petty%iaa 
were called in leneral the .Sh^iSr. ’ ’ , 

* " 
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WM onltr obaoared by a quantity of raven black 
haifi wRlch the maid of tlie mill had restrained 
by a snood of greon silk, embroidered with 
surer, corresponding to the trimmings of her 
kirtle* The conntenance itself was exceedingly 
comely — the eyes block, large, and roguishly 
good-humourod'^lthe mouth was small — the li])s 
well formed, though somewhat full — the teeth 
were pearly white — and the chin had a very 
seducing dimple in it. The form belonging to 
this joyous f^e was full and round, and lirni 
and fair. It might bocomo coarse and masculine 
some years hence*, which is the common fault of 
Scottish beauty; but in Mysio’s sixteenth year 
she had the shape of a Hebe. The anxious 
Elspeth, "with all her maternal partiality, could 
not help admitting within herself, that a better 
man than Halbert might go farther nnd faro 
worse. She looked a little giddy, and Halbert 
was not nineteen ; still it was time ho should bo 
settled, for to that point the dame always re- 
turned 5 and hero was an excellent opjiortunity. 

The simple cunning of Dame Elspeth now ex- 
hausted itself in commendations of her fair guest, 
froillir!^ the silood, as they say, to the singlo-soletl 
jshoe. Myaio listened and blushed with pleasure 
for the first five minutes ; but ere ten had 
elapsed, she began to view the old lady’s com- 
pliments rather as subjects of inirih than of 
Vanity, and was much more dis])osed to laugh 
at than to he flattered with them, for Nature 
had mingled the good-humour with which she 
had endowed the damsel with no small portion 
of shrewdneas. Even Hob himself hogan to 


loaded sack on an aw * with e’er a lass in the 
Halidome. Qnt 1 have been looking for your 
two sons, dame. Men say dowiihy that Halbert’s 
turned a wild springald, and that we may have 
word of him from AVestinorcland one moonlight 
night or another.’ 

^•Clod forbid, my good noiglihonr ! God in 
His mercy foibid i ’ said Damo Glcudiiming 
cafhsstly ; for it was touching the very key-note 
of her apprehensions to hint any probability 
that Halbert might bocomo one of tJie marauders 
so dommon in the ago and country. But, fcar- 
Ihl of having betrayed too Tnuch alarm on this 
subject, she immediately added, * That though, 
since the last rout at Pinkie-clench, she had been 
all of a tremble when a gun or a spear was 
named, or when men spoke of fighting ; yet, 
thanks to God and Our I^dy, her sons were like 
to live and die honest and peaceful tenants to 
the Abbey, as their father might have done, but 
for that awful hosting which he went forth to 
with mony a brave man that never returned.* 

'Yo need not toll me of it, dame,’ said the 
miller, * since I was there myself, and made two 
pair of legs (and these were not mine, but my 
mare’s) worth one jw of liands. I judged how 
it would be when I saw our host break ranks, 
with Tusliiiig on through that broken ploughed 
field, and so, as they had made a pricker of me, I 
IJifickod off with myself while the play w<s 
fee#.* 

a-. 

^ * ^tib*«*prok)erlv a horse of lahoor* 


* Ay, ay, nekhhour,’ said the dame, *ye were 
aye a wise ana a wary man ; if mv Simon had 
had your wit, he might have been here to speak 
about it this day ; but he was aye cracking of 
his ^d blood and his highjeindred, and less 
would not serve him than to bide the bang to 
the last, with the carls, and knights, and squires, 
that had no wives to greet for them, or else had 
wives that cared not how soon they'were widows ; 
but that is not for the like of us. But, touch- 
ing my son Halbert, ihoro is no fear of him ; 
for if it should ho his misfortune to be in the 
like case, ho has the best jiair of heels in the 
Halidome, and could niii almost as fast as your 
mare hciself.’ 

* Is this he, neighbour quoth the millet. 

* No,’ replied the mother ; ‘ that, is my young- 
esi; son Edward, who ^n read and write like 
tho lord abbot himself, if it were not a sin to 
say so.* 

* Ay,’ said the miller ; * and is that the young 
clerk the sub-prior thinks so much of ? they say 
he will come far hen, that lad ; wha kens but he 
may come to bo sub-prior himself? — as broken a 
ship has come to land.’ 

‘ To be a i>rior, neighbour miller,’ said Edward, 

^ a man must first bo a piiest, and for that I 
judge I have little vocation.’ 

‘ He will take to tho plcugh-pcttlo, neigh- 
hour,’ said the good dame ; ‘and so will Halbert 
too, I trust. I wish you saw Halbert. — Edward, 
whore is your hrotlier ? ’ • • 

‘Hunting, 1 think,’ replied Edward ; ‘at 
least he left us this niomlng to join the Laird 
of Colmslie and his hounds. I have heard them 
baying in the glen all day,’ 

‘And if I had hoard that music,' said the 
miller, ‘ it would liave done my heart good, ay, 
and maybe *takon me two or three miles out of 
my road. When I was tho miller of Morehattlo’s 
knave, I have followed the hounds from Eckford 
to tho foot of Hounam Law — followed them on 
foot, Dame (ilcndinniiig ; ay, and led the chase 
wlicn the Laird of Ces-.foru and liis gay riders 
were all thrown out by tho mosses and gills. I 
brought the sta^ on my back to Hounam Cross, 
when the dogs liad pulled him down. I think 
I sec the old gi*cy knight, as he sat so upright 
oil his strong war-horse, all whito with foam ; 
and “ Miller,” said ho to me, “ an thou wilt turn 
thy hack on the mill, and wend with me, I will 
make a man of thee.” But I chose rather to 
abide by clap and hopper, and the bettor luck 
was mine ; for the proud Percy caused hang 
five of tho laird’s henchman at Alnwick for 
burning a rioklo of houses some gate beyond 
Fowberiy, and it might have been my luck as 
well as another man’s.' 

‘Ah, neighbour, neighbour,’ said Dame Glen- 
diuniiig, ‘you were aye wise and wary; hut if 
you like hunting, I must say Halbert^ tlw lad 
to please you. He hath all those fair holiday 
terms of hawk and hound as ready in llis mouth 
as Tom with the tod’s tail, that is the lord 
abbot’s ranger.’ 

^ ‘Ranges he not homeward at dinner-time, 
dame If ' demanded the miller ; ‘ for we call noon 
the dinner-hour* at Konnaquhair.’ 

Tim widow was forced to admit that even at 
tills important period of the day Hidbert was 
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fiwqnently abMDt; at which the miller shook 
hia head, intimating, at the same time, eomo 
aUipion to the proverb of HaoFarlane’s geeae, 
which * liked their play better than their meat.’ ♦ 
That the dela^^of dinner might not increase 
the miller's .disposition to prejudge Halbert, 
Dame Glendinmng called nastily on Maiy 
Avenel to take her task <•! entertaining Mysie 
Happer, while sko herself rushed to the kitchen, 
and. entering at once into the province of Tibb 
Tacket, rummaged among trenchers and dishes, 
snatched pots from the tire, and placed pans and 
gridirons on it, accompanying her own feats of 
personal activity with such a continued list of 
iiijimctions to Tibb, that Tibb at length lost 
liatiencc, and said, 'Here was as mucklo wark 
about meatiu,; an auld miller, as if they had 
been to banquet the blo?Vl of liruce.’ But this, 
as it was supposed to he s]>oken aside, Dame 
Cleudinning did not think it convenient to 
hoar. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Nay, let me have the friends who cat my victuals. 

As various as my dishes.— The feast'.s naught, 

Where one huge plate i)redominates John Plaintext^ 
He shall be mighty beef, our English staple; 

The worthy Alderman, a butter’d dumpling; 

Yoii^ pair of whisker ‘d Cornets, ruffs and rees : 

Their friend the Dandy, a green goose in sippets. 

And so the board, is spread at once and fill’d 
On th(J>same principle — Variety. 

^ New Play. 

'And what brave lass is this?’ said Ilob 
Miller, as Mary Avenel entered the apartment 
to supply the abbcnco of Dame Elsncth Glen* 
diiiniug. 

‘ The young Lady of Avenel, father,’ said the 
Maid of the Mill, dropping as low a curtsey as 
her rustic manners oiiabloa her to make. The 
miller, Iter father, doffed his bonnet, and made 
liis reverence, not altogether so low, ])crhaps, as 
if the young lady had a])poarod in tnc pride of 
rank and riches, yet so as to give high birth tlie 
due homage which the Scotch for a length of 
time scrupulously rendered to it. 

Indeed, from having had lier mother’s ex- 
ample before her for so many years, and from a 
native sense of propriety and even of dignity, 
Mary Avenel had acquh'od a demeanour which 
marked her title to consideration, and effectually 
checked any attempt at familiarity on the part 
of those who might bo her associates in her 
resent situation, bijt could nut bo well termed 
er equals. She was by nature mild, pensive, 
and contemplative, gentle in disjiosition, and 
most placable when accidentally offended ; but 
still she was of a retired and reserved habit, and 


* A brood of wild geese, which long frequented one of 
the uppermost islands m,Lc«h Lomond, called Inch-Tavoe, 
were suppe^d to have some mysterious connection with 
die anewnt family of MacFarlane of that Ilk, and it is said 
were never seen after the ruin and extinction of that house. 
The MacFarlanes had a house and garden upon that same 
island of Inch-Tavoe. Here James VI. was on one occa- 
sion regaled by the chieftain. His Majesty bad been 
previouily much amused by the geese pursuing eacl^ other 
on the loch. But when one which wa« brought, to table 
was found to be tough and ill-fed, James observed—' that 
MacFarbtne’s geese liked their play better^ than that 
meat,* a proverb which has been current ever sined* 


abunned to mix in oidixiaiT aporta, even when 
the rare oocuirenoe of % fair or wake gave her 
an op[>ortnnity of mingling with oompauions of 
her own age. ' If at auw acenea aho was aeen for 
an instant, she appeared to behold them with 
the compo^d inditierenoe of ^e to whom their 
gaiety was a matter of no interest, and who 
seemctl only desirous to glide away from the 
scene as soon as she possibly could. 

Something also had transpired concerning her 
being born on All-HalloM' Kve, and the powers 
with which that circumstance was supposed to 
invest her over the invisible world. And from 
all these particulars combined, the young mon^ 
and women of the Halidomc used to distiii^iish 
Mary among themselves by the name of the 
8])irit of Avenel, as if the lair but fragile foim, 
the beautiful but rather colourless check, tlie 
dark blue eye and the shady liair, had belonged 
rather to the immatcrbil tlian the substantial 
world. The general tradition of the ‘White 
Lady, who was siijiposed to wait on the fortunes 
of the family of Avenel, gave a sort of rest to 
this piece ot ruial wit. It pivo great oiTonce, 
however, to the two sons of Simon orendinrihig j 
and when the cx])rossion was in their presence 
applied to the young Jady, liklward was wont to 
check the petulance of those who used it by 
strength of argument, and Halbert by strength 
of arm. In such rases Halbert had this advant- 
age, that although lie could lender no aid to 
his brother’s argument, yet, when circumstenerS 
required it, he was sure to have that of Edward, 
who never indeed himself commenced a fray, 
hut, on the other hand, did not testify any 
reluctance to enter into combat in Halbert's 
behalf or in his rescue. 

But the zealous attachment of the two youths, 
hehig themselves, from the retired situaticn iu 
wliiuli they dwelt, comiiarative strangers iu the 
Halidome, did not serve iu any degree to alter 
the feelings of the inhabitants towards the 
young lady, who seemed to have dropped 
amongst them from another sphere of Afe. 
Still, however, she was regarded with respect, 
if not with fondness ; and the attention of the 
siih-prior to the family, not to mention the 
fonnidahlo name of Julian Avenel, which eveiy 
new ineidcut of those tiimultiioiis times tended 
to render more famous, attached to his niece a 
('ertain inqiortance. Tims some aspired to her 
acquaintance out of pride, while the more timid 
of the feuars were anxious to inculcate upon 
their children the necessity of being respootfVtl 
to the noble oiqiban. So that Mary* Avenel, 
little loved because little known, was regarded 
with a mysterious awe, partly derived from fear 
of her uncle's moss-trooiicrs, and jmrtly from her 
own retired and distant habits, enhanced by the 
superstitions opinions of the time ttnd country^ 

It was not without some jiortion of this awe 
that Mysio felt herself left alone in company 
with a young ppson so distant in rank, and so 
different in bearing, from herself ; for her worthy 
father had taken the first opportuntty^to 
out unobserved, in order to mark how the bam- 
ydlrd was filled, and what prospect it eflMied of 
grist to the mill. In youth, hoWever« Aere hi m 
sort of freemasonry, which, without mweh eoh'* 
versationi toibches young persons^ to eetf,ffiyt» 
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eadh other’s aharaotor, and placofi them at ease 
on the ahorteet acquaintance. It is only when 
taught deceit by the commerce of the world, 
we learn to shroud our character from 
dbearration, and to disguise our real sentiments 
from those with whom we are placed in com- 
munion. 

Accordingly, the two young women were soon 
engaged in such objects of interest as best 
became their age. They visited Mary Avenors 
pigeons, which slio nursed with the tenderness 
of a mother ; they turned over her slender stores 
of finery, which yet contained some articles that 
excited the respect of licr companion, though 
Mysio was too good-humoured to nourish envy, 
A golden rosary, and some iomale ornaments 
marking superior rank, had been rescued in 
the moment of their utmost adversity, more by 
Tibb Taoket’s preseiK'n of mind, than by the 
care of their owner, who was at that sad period 
too much sunk in grief to pay ary attention to 
such circumstances. They struck Mysie with a 
deep impression of veneration ; for, excepting 
what the lord abbot and the convent miglit 
possess, she did not believe there was so mivdi 
real gold in the world as was exhibited in these 
few trinkets, and Mary, however sago and 
serious, was not above being pleased with the 
admiration of her rustic companion. 

Nothing, indeed, could exhibit a stronger con- 
trast than the appearance of the two girls ; — 
the good-humoured, laughter -loving counten- 
ance of the Maid of the Mill, who stood gazing 
with unroprossed astonishment on whatever was 
in her inexperienced eye rare and costly, and 
with an humble, and at the same time clieerful 
ocqiuosoence iu her inferiority, asking all the 
little queries about the use and valne of the 
ornaments, while Maiy Avcnel, with hot quiet 
composed dignity and placidity of manner, pro- 
duced thorn one after another for the amusement 
of her companion. 

As they became gradually more familiar, 
Id^sie of the Mill was just venturing to ask 
why Mary Avenel never apiwarcd at the May- 
polo, and to express her wonder when the young 
iadv said she disliked dancing, when a trampling 
of norses at the gate of the tower intormpted 
their conversation. 

, Mysie flew to the shot-window in the full 
ardour of unrestrained female curiosity. * Saint 
Mary I sweet lady ! here como two weil-momited 
gallants i will you step this way to look at 
thorn r 

‘No,* said Maiy Avenel, ‘you shall toll me 
who they are.* 

* Well, if you like it bettor,* said Mysie— * but 
how shall I know them ? — Stay, I do know one 
of thtin, and so do you, lady ; he is a blithe 
man, somewhat light of hand, they say, but the 
gallants of these days think no great harm of 
that. Me is your uncle's henchman, that they 
cidl Christie of the Clinthill ; and he has not 
his old green jerkin and the rusty black-jack 
oyer it, Imt a scarlet cloak, laid down with 
silver lace throe inches broad, and a breast-plate 
yon might see to dress your hair in, as well as 
m that i)K«eking-glas8 iu the ivory flnme^that 
you showed ms even now. Come, dost lady : 
to the shot-window and see hiim’ 


‘If it be the man you moan, Mysie,* replied 
the orphan of Avenel, ‘1 sliall see him soon 
enough, considering either the pleasure or oom- 
fort the sight will give me.* 

‘Nay, but if you will n<ft come Ho see gay 
Christie,* replied the Maid of the Atill, her lace 
flushed with eager curiosity, ‘ come ana tell me 
who the gallant is that is ^th him, the hlmd- 
somest, the very loveaomost yeung man 1 ever 
saw with flight.^ ' 

‘ It is my foster-brother, Halbert Glendinning,*^ 
said Mary, with apparent indiircreiioe ; for she 
had been aecustomod to call the sons of Elspeth 
her foster-brethren, and to live with them as if 
they had been brothers in earnest. 

‘Nay, by Our liady, that it is not,* said 
Mysio ; ‘ I know the favour of both the Glen- 
dinnings well, and I ttiink this rider be not of 
our country. He has a crimson velvet bonnet, 
and long brown liair falling down under it, and 
a beard on bis upper lip, and his chin clean and 
close shaved, save a small patch on tlie point 
of the chin, and a sky-blue jerkin slashed and 
lined with white satin, and trunk-hose to suit, 
and no weapon but a rapior and diigger — Well, 
if I was a man, I would never WTar weapon but 
the rapier ! it is so slender and becoming, in- 
stead of having a cartload of iron at my bock, 
like my father*a broadsword with its groat rusty 
basket-hilt. Do you not delight in the rapier 
and poniard, lady * ’ 

‘The beat sword,* answered Mary, *if 4 must 
needs answer a question of the sort, eis that 
which is drawn in the best cause, and which is 
best used when it is out of the scabbard,* 

‘But can you not guess who this stranger 
should bo ? * said Mysio. 

‘ Indeed I cannot even attempt it ; but, tf> 
judge by his companion, it is no matter liow 
litths he is known, ^replied Maiy. 

‘ My benison on his bonnio lace,’ said Mysie, 

‘ if he is not going to alight here ! Now, I am 
as much pleased as if my father had given me 
the silver earrings ho lias promised me so often ; 

— nay, you had as 'well come to the window, for 
you must see him by and by wdicther you will 
or not.* 

I do not know how much sooner Mary Avenel 
might have sought the point of observation, if 
she had not boon scared from it by the unre- 
strained curiosity ox^irossed by her buxom friend ; 
but at length the sai^e feeling prevailed over her 
sense of dimity, and, satisfied with having dis- 
played all the mdiiference that was necessary in 
point of decorum, she no longer thought heinelf 
bound to restrain her curiosity. 

From the out-shot or projecting window, she 
could perceive that Christie of the Clinthill was 
attended on the present occasion by a very gay 
and gallant cavalier, who, from the ndbleness of 
his oountonaiice and manner^ his rich and hand- 
some di’esa, and the showy appearai^ of his ^ 
horse and furniture, must, she agreed with her 
new friend, be a person of some consequence. 

Christie also seemed oonscion^ of eomethiug, 
which made him call out with more than his 
usual iusdhmee of jpaanner, ‘ What ho ! so ho t 
the house ! Chuth peasants, will no one answer 
when I call?— Hoi Martin,— Tibb,— Dame Glsn- 
dtnnSi^pt*-** tnurrmin on you, must wo stsnd 
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keeping our horsee in the cold here, and they 
ateamiiig with heat, when we have ridden so 
sharply 1 * 

At length he was obeyed, and old Martin made 
his appearance. • * Ha 1^ said Christie, ‘ art thou i 
there, 6ld Truepenny? Here, stable me these 
steeds, and see them well bedded, and stretch 
tliine old lipibs by rubbing them down ; and see 
thou quit not the stable till there is not a turned 
hair on either of them/ 

Martin took the horses to the stable as com- 
manded, but suppressed not bis indignation a 
moment after ho could vent it witli safety. 
‘Would not any one think,’ ho said to Jasper, 
an old ploughman, who, in coining to his assist- 
ance, had heard Chiistie’s imperious iniunctions, 
‘that this J 0011 , this^Christio of the Ulinthill, 
was laird or lord attloast of him ^ Ko such 
thing, man ! I reniembor him a little dirty 
tuinspit boy in the house of Avenel, that every- 
body in a frosty morning like this wanned his 
tingers by kicking or outfing ! and now he is a 
gentleman, and swears, d — ii him and renounce 
him, as if the gcnlleinen could not so much as 
keep their own wickedness to thctnsclves, with- 
out the like of him going to hell in their vciy 
company, and by tlio saiuo road. I have us 
much a mind as ever I had to my dinner, to 
go back and tell him to sort his horse liimseli, 
since ho is as able as 1 am.’ 

‘Hout tout, man!’ answ^ered Jasper, ‘keep a 
calm sough better to fleoch a tool than tight 
withihim.’ 

Martin acknowledged the truth of the proverb, 
and, much comforted therewith, betook himself 
to cleaning the stranger’s horse witii great assi- 
duity, remarking, it was a pleasure to handle a 
handsome nag, and turned over tlie other to the 
charge of Jasper. Nor was it until Christie’s 
commands were literally complied with that he 
deemed it proper, after fitting nlJutions, to join 
the poHy in the spence } not for the purpose of 
waiting upon them, as a mere modem reader 
might possibly expect, but that ho might have 
his share of dinner in their company. 

In the meanwhile Christie had piesentod his 
companion to Daino Glendinning as Sir Fiexcie 
Shafton, a friend of his and of his master, como 
to spend three or four days with little din in the 
tower. The good dame could not conceive how 
she was entitled to sfich an honour, and would 
fain have pleaded her wapt of every sort of con- 
venience to entertain a guest of that quality. 
But, indeed, the visitor, when he oast his eyes 
round the bare walls, eyed the liiige black 
ohimney, scrutinized the meagre and broken 
furniture of the apartment, and beheld the 
embarrassment of tno mistress of the family, 
intimated great reluctance to intrude upon | 
Dame (illenainning a visit, which could scarce, 
from all ajjpearances, pi-ovo otherwise than an 
inconvenienoe to her, and a penance to himself, 

Btit the reluctant hostess and her guest had 
to do with an inexorable man, who silenced all ex- 
postulations with, ‘ such was his master’s pleasure. 
And moreover^’ he continued, ‘though the Baron 
of AvendVs will must and ought to prove law to | 
faUsdtibin ten miles around^him, yet here, dame,’ * 
'is a letter from your pettieoated baron, 
Aa Iml'tpriMt Twdir, lAo esjoim jaif m jm 


m. 


regard his pleasure* that you afford to this good 
knight such decent accommodation as is iu your 
|>ower, suffering him to live as privately as ho 
shall desire.^— And for you, Sir Piercie Shafton,’ 
continued Christie, ‘ you will judge for yourself 
whether secrecy and safety is not more your 
object even now, than soft l>eds and high pheer. 
And do not judge of the dame’s goods by tho 
seinblaneo of her cottage ; for you will sec, by 
the dinner £>lie is about to spread for us, tliat 
the vassal of the Kirk is seldom found with her 
basket bare.’ I’e Mary Avenel Chi istio presented 
the stranger, after the best fiisliion he could, aa 
to tlio niece of his master the boron. 

Wliilc ho thus laboured to reconcile Sir Pieroio' 
Shafton to his late, the widow, having consulted 
her son Edward on the real inqHirt of the lord 
abbot’s injunction, and having found that 
Christie liad given a tiue evposition, saw no- 
thing else left for her but to ninko that fnto a» 
easy as she could to the stranger. Ho himself 
also aecrued leconciled to his Jot by some feeling 
probably of strong necessity, and accepted with 
a good grace the hospitality which tlio damo 
ofieicd with a very iiidiflerciit one. 

In fact, tho dinner, uhieb soon smoked befoiv** 
the assembled guests, was of that substantial 
kind which warrants [denty and comfort. Dame* 
(41endiiiiung had cooked it after her best manner ; 
and, delighted with the haiuhome ap)jearanco’ 
which her good cheer made when placed on the- 
table, forgot both her plans and the vCxationa 
which interiupted them, in the hosiutablo duty 
of pressing lior assembled visitors to cat and 
drink, WAteliiug every trencher as it waxed 
empty and loading it uitJi fi'osh supplies ore* 
tho guest could utter a negative. 

Ill the nioanwhilr, the company attentively" 
regarded each other’s motions, and seemed en- 
deavouring to form a judgment of each othor'» 
character. Sir Piercie Shafton condescended to* 
speak to no one but to Mary Avenel, and on her 
he conferred exactly the same familiar and com** 
passionate, though somewhat scornful sort of 
attention, which a pretty fellow of these day«. 
will sometimes condescend to bestow on a eonnti^ 
miss, when there is no prettier or more fashion- 
able woman ]>rpsent. The manner indeed waia 
dilfcrent, for the etiquette of those times did not 
permit Sir Piercie Shafton to pick his teeth, or 
to yawn, or to gabble like the beggar whose' 
tongue (as he says) was cut out by the Turks, 
or to afiect deafness or blindness, or any other 
infirmity of tJio organs. But thon^ the em- 
broidery of his conversation was different, the* 
gronudw*ork was the same, and the high-flown 
and ornate compliments wiili which the gallant 
knight of tho sixteenth century interlarded Msi 
conversation, were as much the offspring of 
egotism and self-conceit, as the jargon of the 
coxcombs of our own days. 

Tho English knight was, however, something 
daunted at finding that Mary Avenel llsteixed 
with an air of indiffierence, and answered with 
wonderful brevity, to all the fine things Whi^h 
ought, as ho conceived, to liave diuBsled her 
wiw their brillianoy, and pnsslsd ikp hy their 
obfuirity, But tf he was disappototod in malN 
iqg thsrdssinKl, or rathsr ^e Sgpeetod, htqgm- 
son upon her vhem ho addressiri^ Bk Tkack 
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dbooarao was marvellous in the ears 
of Myytie the miller’s daughter, and not the less 
00 tlkat she did not oom2)rehend the meaning 
of a single word which he uttered. Indeed, the 
gallan^niglit’s language was far too courtly to 
M understood by persons of much greater acute- 
ness than Mysie^s. 

It was about this period that the ‘ only rare 
poet of his time, the witty, comical, facetiously- 
HI nick, and quickly - facetious, John Lyly — he 
that sat at Apollo’s table, and to whom Phcebus 
gave a wreath of his own bays without snatch- 
ing* * — he, in short, who wrote that singulaily 
coxcombical work, called Euphues and his Eng- 
iandt in the very zenith of his absurdity and 
reputation. The quaint, forced, and unnatural 
elyle which he introduced by hia Anatomy of 
fFUf had a fashion as raiM as it was momentary 
— all the court ladies wore his scholars, and to 
*parler Euphuismo * was as nccesbary a qualifica- 
tion to a courtly gallant, as those of understand- 
ing how to use his raiiier or to dance a measurp.+ 

it was no wonder that the Maid of the Mill 
was soon as edeutually blinded by the inti'icacies 
of this erudite and courtly style of conversation, 
0s she had over been by the dust of her father’s 
own meal-sacks. But there she sat. with her 
mouth anl eyes as open as the inill-door and 
the two windows, showing teeth as wliitc as her 
father’s bolted flour, and endeavouring to sccuie 
0 word or tvro for her own future use out of 
the pearls of rhetoric which Sir Pieicie Shafton 
acattored around him with such bounteous pro- 
fusion. 

For the male part of the company, Edward 
felt ashamed of his own manner and slowness of 
apeech, when he observed the handsome young 
courtier, with an ease and volubility of which ho 
had no conception, nin over all the commonplace 
topics of hi^-flown gallantry. It is tine the 
good sense and natural taste of young Glendiu- 
ning soon infoimiod him that the gallant cavalier 
was speaking nonsense. But, alas ' whore is the 
man of modest merit and real talent, wlio has 
not BUflfereil from being outshone in conversation, 
and outstripped in the race of life, by men of 
less reserve, and of qualities more showy, though 
less substantial ^ and wrell constituted must the 
mind bo that can yield uj) the prize without envy 
to competitors more unworthy than himself. 

Edward Glondiuning had no such philosophy. 
While he despised the jargon of the gay cavalier, 
ho envied the facility with which ho could nm 
on, as well as the courtly tone and expression, 
and the perfect ease and elegance with which ho 
offered all the little acta of politeness to which 
the duties of the table gave opportunity. And 
if 1 am to speak truth, 1 must own that he 
onviod those qualities the more as they were all 
exercised in Maty AvenePa service, and, although 
only so far accepted as they could not be refused, 


* Su£h. and yet more extravagant, are the compliments 
paid to this author by his editor, Blount. Not withstand- 
jng all exsggeration, Lyly was really a man of wit and 
imagination, though both were deformed by the most 
disgraced a printed page. 

tJThe Awhor, in a note toX^apter xxi*., says the 
rsMers of romances are uidifferent to accurate reference ; 

STO mchronisms might be noticad hmu*- 


intimated a wish on the stranger’s part to place 
himself in her good graces, as the only person in 
the room to whom he thought it worth while to 
recommend himself. His title, rank, and very 
handsome figure, together with some sparks of 
wit and spint which flashed across the cloud of 
nonsense which he uttered, rendered him, as the 
words of the old song say, 'a lad for a lady’s 
viewing ; ' so that poor Edward, i^ith all his leal 
worth and acquired knowledge, in his home-spun 
doublet, blue cap, and decr-skm trousers, looked 
like a clown beside the com tier, and, filling the 
full inferiority, nourished no good-will to him 
by whom he was eclipsed. 

Christie, on the other hand, as soon as he had 
satisfied to the full a commodious appetite, by 
means of which persons of his profession could, 
like the w^olf and eagle, «gurge themselves with 
as much food at on^ meal as might servo them 
for several days, began also to feel himself more 
in the background than he liked to be. Tliis 
worthy had, amongst his other good qualities, 
an excellent opinion of himself ; and, being of a 
hold and forward disposition, had no mind to be 
thrown into the sharle by any one. Witli an 
impudent familial ity, wliich such persons mis- 
take for graceful case, ho biokc in upon the 
knight's finest speeches with as little remorse as 
he would have diivon the ^’oint of his lance 
through a laced doublet. 

Sir Piercio Shafton, a man of rank and high 
])irth, by no means encouiaged or enduredPthis 
familiarity, and requited the intruder .uthor 
with total neglect, or such laconic replies as in- 
timated a sovereign contempt for the lude spear- 
man, who affected to converse with him upon 
terms of equality. 

The millen held his peace ; for, as his usual 
coiiv^ersation tuniod chiefly on his clapjier and 
toll-dish, ho liad no mind to brag of liis wealth 
in 2>ieseiico of Christie of the Clintlull* or to 
intiude his discourse on the English cavcClicr. 

A little specimen of the conversation may not 
bo out of 2>lace, w'ere it but to show young ladies 
what line things they have lost by living when 
Euphuism is out of fashion. 

* Credit mo, fairest lady,’ said the knight, 
* that such is the cunning of our English courtieis, 
of the hodiernal strain, that, as they have in- 
finitely refined upon the plain and rustioial dis* 
course of our fathers, which, as I may say, moi’o 
beseemed the mouths, i of country roisterem in a 
May-game than that of courtly gallants in 
a galliard, so 1 hold it ineffably and unutterably 
imjiossiblo that those who may sucoeed us in 
that garden of wit and courtesy slMdl alter or 
amena it. Venus delighted but in the language 
of Mercury, Bucephalus will stoop to no one 
hut Alexander, none can sound Apollo’s pipe but 
Orpheus.* 

* Valiant sir,* said Mary, who ooiild scarcely 
help laughing, *wo have but to rejoice in the 
chance which hath honoured this solitude with 
a glimpse of the sun of courtesy, though it rather 
blinds than enligh!tena us.’ 

* Pretty and quaint, fairest kdy,* answered 
the Euphuist. *Ah, that I had with me my 
Anatomy of Wit— -that all-to-be-unparallelea 
vohime^that quintessence of human wit^hat 
treasury of quaint iiive]itio]i'*«-^that exqnMtiyily» 
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pleaaant-to-read, and inevitably-necesaary-to-be- 
remambered manual, of all that is worthy to bo 
known — ^which iiidoctrines the nide in civility, 
the dull in intellectuality, the heavy in jocosity, 
the blunt in gentility, the vulgar in nobility, 
and all of them in that unutterable perfection of 
human uttwance, that eloquence which no other 
eloquenoo is sufficleut to jiraise, that art which, 
when we call in by its ow^n name of Euphuism, 
we bestow on it its richest panegyric.’ 

‘ By Saint Mary,’ said Christie of the Cliuthill, 

* if your worship had told me that you had left 
such stores of wealth as you talk ot at Prudhoe 
Castle, Long Dickie and 1 would have had them 
off with us if man and horse could have carried 
them ; but you told us of no treasure I wot 
of, save thci silver topgs for turning up your 
mustachios.’ 9 

The knight treated this intiiider’s mistake — 
for certainly Christie had no idea that all these 
epithets, which sounded so rich and splendid, 
were lavished upon a small qnaito volume— with 
a stare, and thou tuniing again to ^lary Avcncl, 
the only person whom he thought worthy to 
address, ho proceeded in his strain of high-floun 
oratory, *Evcn thus,’ said he, ‘do liogs contemn 
the splendour of Oriental pearls ; even thus are 
the delicacies of a choice repast in vain offered 
to the long-eared gra/er of the common, who 
tumeth from tliem to devour a thistle. Surely 
as idle is it to pour forth the treasures of oratory 
before the oyo3 of the ignorant, and to spiead the 
dainties of the intellectual banquet beiorc those 
who are, morally and inetax>hysically 8 X»eaking, 
no better than asses.’ 

‘Sir Knight, since that is your quality,’ said 
Edward, ‘we cannot si live with you in loftiness 
of language ; but I pi ay you in &ir courtesy, 
wliile you honour my lather’s house wdth your 
proseneo, to s}iare us such vile com^uirisons.’ 

‘Peace, good villagio,’ said tlie knight, gi’acc- 
fully waving his hand, ‘I prithee ])eace, kind 
rustic ; and you, my guide, whom I may scarce 
call honest, let mo jacvail upon you to imitate 
the laudable taciturnity of that honest yeoman, 
who sits as mute as a mill-post, and of that 
comely damsel, who seems as wdth her cars she 
drank in what she did not altogether comprehend, 
even as a palfrey listoning to a lute, whereof, 
howsoever, ho kiioweth not the gamut.’ 

‘Marvellous fine woVds,* at length said Dame 
Glendinning, who began ^ bo tired of sitting so 
long silent, ‘marvellous fine words, neighbour 
Hanper, are they not ? * 

‘Brave words— wery brave words— very ex- 
ceeding pyet words,’ answered the miller; 

‘ nevertheless, to speak my mind, a lippy of bran 
were worth a bushel of them.’ 

‘ I think so too, under his worshij/s favour,’ 
answered Christie of the Clinthill. ‘ I well re- 
member that at the race of Moiham, as wo call 
it, near gerwick, I took a young Southron fellow 
out «f saddle with my lance, and cast him it 
might be a gad’s length from his nag ; and so, 
as he had some gold on hi^ laced doublet, I 
deemed he might na’ the like on it in his pocket 
too, though that is a rule that does not aye hold^ 
good— So 1 was speaking to him of ransom, and 
out he comes With a handful of such terms as 
his honour there hath gleaned np, and craved 


me for mercy, as I was a true son of Mars, and 
such-like/ 

‘ And obtained no mercy at thy hand, I dare* 
be sworn,' said the knight, who deigned not to 
speak Euphuism excepting to the fair sex. 

‘By my troggs,’ replied Christie, *I would 
have thnist ni^anco down his throat, but just 
then they flung o|>cn that accursed postem-gate, 
and forth pricked old Hunsdon and Henry Carey,, 
and as many fellow's at their heels as turned the 
chose noithward again. So 1 e’en pneked Bayard 
with the spur, and went off with the rest ; for a 
man should lidc wdien he may not WTestlo, at» 
they soy in lynedale.* 

‘ Tnist mc,^ said the knight, again turning to 
Mary Avcnel, ‘if I do not pity you, lady, who,, 
being of noble blood, are thus in a manner com- 
pelled to abide in the cottage of the irniorant^ 
like the ])reciouB stone in the head of the toad, 
or like a precious gai laud on the brow of an ass. 
— But soft, what gaBant have we hero, whoso 
garb savoureih nioie of the instic than doth hia 
ilemcanour, and whoso looks seem more lolly 
than his habit * even as ’ 

‘ I pray you, Sir Kniglit,’ said Mary, ‘ to spare 
your coiii-tJy similitudes tor refined ears, and give 
me leave to name unto 3 'ou my foster- brother^ 
Halbert Olendinniiig.’ 

‘ The son of the good dame of the cottage, us 
I opine,’ answered the English knight ; ‘for by 
some such name did my guide discriminate the 
mistress of this mansion, which you, madam, 
enrich with your picscnce. — And yet, tonehiiig 
this jnvenal, he hath that about him which 
bclongeth to higher biiih, for all are not black 
who aig coals ’ 

‘Nor all white who are millers,’ said honest 
IIap}>cr, glad to get in a w'oid,*as they say, edge- 
ways. 

Halbert, who had sustained the glance of tho 
Englishman wdth some impatience, and knew 
not wliat to make of his maimer and language, 
rc})lied with some asjieiity, ‘Sir Knight, wchavc 
in this land of Scotland an ancient saying, “ Scorn 
not the hush that biclds you" — you are a guest 
of iny father’s house to shelter you from danger, 
if 1 am rightly in foi med hy the uomestics. Scoil 
not its homolincss, nor that of its inmates — 
might long have ahidden at the court of England 
ere w’e had sought your favour, or cumberea you 
with our society, f^ince your fate has sent you 
hither amongst us, be contented with such faro 
and such converse as we can afford you, and scorn 
us not for our kindness ; for the Scots wear short 
patience and long daggers.’ 

All eyes were turned on Halbert while bo waa 
thus s^ieakiug, and there w'as a general fecUng* 
that his countenance had an etprossion of intel- 
ligence, and his person an air of dignity, which 
they had never before observed* Whether it 
w'ere that the wonderful Bein^ with whom be 
bad so lately held communication bad bestowed 
on him a CToce and dignity of look and ISfetring 
which he bad not before, or whether the being 
conversant in high matters, and called to a 
destinjr bejrond tlmt of other men, had a natural 
effect in mving becoming confidence to h|a Un« 
goage ana manneip, we pretend not to aetennine* 
But it Vas evident to all that firom thia 
young Salbert wa» an altered mtk ; thdl M 
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Mtad with a steadiness, pi'omptitudc, and detof- 
niiiiation which belonged to rifier yoars^ and 
bore himself with a manner which ap{>ortaiued 
to higher rank. 

The knight took the rebuke with good humour* 
'*By nuncliouour,' ho said, ‘thou hast reason on 
thy side, good jiivenal — Nevertheless, 1 spoke 
mot as in ridicule of the roof which relieves 
sue, but rather in your own praise, to whom, if 
this loom be native, thou inayest nevertheless 
s'isc from its lowliness ; even as the lark, which 
iiiaketh its humble nest in the furrow, aseeiidelh 
towards the sun, as well as the eagle uhich 
buildetli her eyrie in the cliff * 

This high-ilouu discourse was inlemipted by 
Dame Gleridinniiig, who, with all ilie busy 
anxiety of a inotlier, was loading her son’s 
trencher with food, and dinning in his ear her 
S’Oprpachcs on oi'count of his prolonged absence. 
“‘And see,’ she said, ‘that you do not one day 
.get such a sight, while you are walking about 
among the haunts of them that are not of our 
(flesh and bone, as befell Mungo Murray when ho 
*lont on the greenawaul ring of the Anld Kirk- 
Jiill at sunset, and uakoued at daybieik in the 
wild hills of Bimdalbaiie. And see that, wlioii 
^ou are looking foi deer, the red stag does not 
;gall yon as ho did Diccon Thorburn, uho never 
overoast the wound that he took from a buck’s 
horn. And see, when you go swaggering about 
"With a long broadsword by yonr side, w hilk it 
becomes no ])eacotul man to do, that yc clinna 
meet with them that have broadsword an<l lance 
"both — tbeiv are enovv of lank riders in this land, 
that neither fear God nor regard man.’ 

Heie her eye, *iu a fine frenzy rolling,* fell 
full upon that of Christie of the Olinthill, and at 
once her fears for hav iug given olfeiicc interrupted 
the cuiTcnt of matoinal rebuke, which like re- 
buke matrimonial, may bo often better meant 
than timed. There was something of sly and 
Watchful significance in Christie’s eye, an eye 
grey, keen, fierce, yel wily, formed to express at 
•once cunning and malice, which made tlie dame 
instantly oonjeeturo she had said too much 
xviiile she saw in imagination her twelve goodly 
■cows go lowing down the glen in a moonlight 
night, with half a score of Dordcr spearmen at 
their heels. 

Her vCice, therefore, sunk from the elevated 
tone of maternal authority into a whimpering, 
jipologetic sort of strain, and she proceeded to 
say, ‘ It is no that I have ony ill thoughts of the 
Border-riders, for Tibb Taoxet tliere has often 
heard me say that I thought spear and bridle as 
natural to a Borderman as a pen to a piiest, or a 
feather fan to a lady ; and — have you not heard 
mo say it, Tibb ? * 


Tibb showed something less than her expected 
alacrity in attesting her mistress’s deep respect 
for the freebooters of the southland hills ; nut, 
thus ognjured, did at length reply, ‘Hout ay, 
mistress, I’se warrant I have neard you say 
aometlung like that.’ 

* Motiher 1 * said Halbert, in a firm and com- 
mamUng tone of voice, ‘ what or whom is ft that 
yjm fear uajdor my father’s roof? — I well hope 
Iifttbours not a guest in whose presence 
Jjto to to say your pleasure to mo «r toy 
.Intiliwt X fia yogft I luT« WMti detained M 


late, being ignorant of the fair company which 1 
should encounter on my return.— I pray you let 
this excuse suffice ; and what satisfies you, will, 
1 trust, be nothing less than acceptable to your 
guests.* '* 

An answer calculated so justly betwixt the 
submission due to his parent, and the natural 
feeling of dignity in one wlio^ was by birth 
master of tlie mansion, excited 'Uui'^ersal satis- 
faction. And, as Elspcth herself confessed to 
Tibb on the same evening, ‘ She did not think it 
had been in tlio callaut. Till that night ho took 
])ets and plosions if ho was spoke to and lap 
thioiigli the lioiiso like a four-year-auld at the 
least word of advice tliat was minted at him, but 
now ho spoke as gi-ave and as donee as the lord 
abbot liliiiseir. SJio kcnjdiia,’ she'^said, ‘what 
might be the upshot of'it, but it was like he 
was a wonderfu’ callaiit oven now.’ 

Tlio ])arty then separated, the young men re- 
tiring to their apartments, the elder to their 
household cares. ^Vhile Christie wont to see his 
hoise propcily accommodated, Edward betook 
himself to Ins book, and Halbert, who was as 
ingenious in employing his hands as he had 
hitherto apj»eared imperfect in mental oxorlion, 
applied himself to constructing a ]>lace of con- 
cealment in tlie floor of his apartment by raising 
a iilauk, beneath which he icsolvcd to deposit 
that co])y of the Holy Scriptures which had 
been so strangely regained from th^e possession of 
men and s])irits ' 

In the mean while Sir Piercio Shafton sat still 
ns a stone, in the chair in which he had do])ositod 
himsidf, his hands folded on his breast, his legs 
sti-etclicd straight out before him and resting 
upon the heels, his eyes east iij> to the ceiling as 
if he had nj^ant to count every mesh of every 
cobweb with which the arched root was canopied, 
wealing at the same time a lace of as solemn 
and imperturbable gravity, as if his existence 
had dcpeinlcd on the accuracy of his calculation. 

He could scarce be roused from his listless state 
of contemplative absorj)tJon so as to take some 
su]>]>er, a meal at which the younger females 
appealed not. Sir Piercie stared around twice 
or thrice as if ho missed something ; but he asked 
not for them, and only evinced his sense of a 
proper audience being wanting, by his abstrac- 
tion and absence of mmd, seldom speaking 
until he was twice addressed, and then replying, 
without trope or figure, in that plain Engliwi 
which noboay could speak better when ho had a 
mind. 

Christie, finding himself ifi undisturbed pos- 
session of the conversation, indulged all who 
chose to listen with details of his own wild and 
inglorious warfare, while Dame Elspeth’s curoh 
bristled with horror, and Tibb Tacket, <J|pejoioed 
to find herself once more in the company of a 
jack-man, listened to his tales, like Desdemona 
to Othello’s, with uudis^iised delimit. > Mean- 
time tlio two young Glendinnings were each 
wiupi»od up in his own refleotions, and only 
interinpted in them by the signal to move bea- 
ward« 
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CHAPTER XV. 

He strikes no coin, *tis true, but coins new phrases, 

And vends them fort^ as knaves vend gilded couiiterSi 
Which wise men scorn, and fools act^cpt in payment. 

Old Play. 

In the morning Christie of the Clin thill was 
nowliere to be s^eu. As this worthy personage 
did seldom ])i<][uo himself on sounding a tnimpot 
beiore his movements, no one was surprised at 
his moonlight departuio, though some alarm 
was excited lest ho had not made it empty- 
liauded. So, in the language of the national 
ballad, 

Some I. ’1 to cupboard, and some to kut, 

But nou^t was awa/ that could be mi&t. 

All was in order, the key of the stable left above 
the door, and that of the iroii-gi'ate iu the inside 
of the lock. In short, the retreat had been 
mode with sonipulous attention to the security 
of the gariison, and so far Chiistie left thorn 
nothing to complain of. 

Tlie safety of the ])remi&es was ascertained by 
Halbert, who, instead of catching up a gun or 
oross-bow, and sallying out for the day as had 
been his frequent custom, now, with a giavity 
beyond his years, took a survey of all around the 
tower, and then returned to tho spciice, or jiublic 
apartment, iu which, at tho early hour of seven, 
the mcrniiig nu^l was preiiarod. 

Thor^ he found tho Euphuist in the same do- 
f^iit pasture of abstmse calculdtion which he 
nud exhibited o]i the procodiiig evening, his anus 
folded ill the same angle, his eyes turned up to 
the same cobwebs, and his heels resting on the 
ground as before. Tired of this alb$ctatiou of 
indolent importance, and not much Battered 
with his guest's ])crsoyciiiig iu it to tho last. 
Halbert resolved at once to lireak the ice, being 
<lctormiu^d to know wbat circumstance had 
brought to tho Tower of Gleudearg a guest at 
once so superoilious and so silent. 

*Sir Knight,’ ho said, with some firmness, I 
have twice given you good morning, to which 
the absence ot your mind hath, 1 |i]'e8umo, ])re- 
vented you from yielding atteiiiiou, or from 
making return. This exchange oi couitesy is at 
your pleasure to give or williliold — But a.s what 
I have fiirthor to say concerns your comiort and j 
^our motions in an esi^odal manner, I will 
•entreat you to give me some signs oi attention, 
that I may be sure I am not wasting my words 
on a monumental image.' 

At this unexpected i^dress, Sir Ficrcio Shafton 
opened his eyes, and afi'orded the speaker a broad 
stare ; but as Halbert returned tho glance with- 
out cither confusion or dismay, the knight 
Hionght ]^oper to chan^ his posture, draw in 
liis legs, raise his eyes, lix them on young Glen- 
•dinning, apd assume the appearance of one who 
listens ^ what is said to nim. Nay, to make 
his purpose more evident, ho gave voice to his 
resolution in these words, * Speak ! we do hear.' 

*Sir Knight,' said tho youth, 'it is the 
custom of this Halidomo, or patrimony of Saint 
Mary's, to trouble with inquiries no ^ests who 
Teoaivo our hospitality, providing they tarry in 
cur house only for a single revolutiou of the 
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sum We know that both criminals and debtors 
oomo hither for sanctuary, and we scorn to 
extort ficm the pilgrim^ whom chance may 
make our guest, an avowal of the cause of his 
pilgrimage and ponauce. But when one so high 
above our rank as yourself, Sir Knight, and 
especially one to whom tho possession of such 
prc-ciiiiiieiice is not iudiflerent, show^s his d^r- 
mination to bo our guest for a longer time, it is 
our usage to inquire of him whence he conies, 
and what is tho cause of his journey! ’ 

Tho English knight gai)cd twice or thrice 
before ho answered, and then replied in a 
bantering tone, ‘Truly, good villagio, your 
(picstion hath iu it somew'hat of einbarrassniout, 
ior you ask me of things coiiceniing which I am 
not as yet altogether determined w hat answer I 
may find it coiivciiient to make. Lot it suiiice 
thee, kind juveiial, that thou hast the lord 
abbot's authoiily for t^ eating mo to tho best of 
that power of thine, w'hieli, indeed, may not 
always so w'cll siilhcc for iny accommodation as 
cither oi us w^ould dosiie.' 

‘ 1 must have a more precise aiisw'cr than this, 
Sir Knight,’ said the young Glendinniug. 

‘Eiicnil,* said the knight, ‘be not oiitragoons. 
It may suit your iiorthein manners thus to press 
hai-shly uj>ou the secrets of thy betters ; but 
believe me, tliat e\eii as the lute, struck by an 

unskilful hand, doth pioducc dis(‘ords, so’ 

At this moment the door of tho apailmewt 
opened, and Mary Avcnel iwesciited ucrsclf — 
‘But w’ho (an talk of disciwcls,’ said the kinglit, 
assuming his eomplimcnlary vein and humour, 
‘when the soul of harmony deseeuJs upon us iu 
the ])resciico of surpassing iK^auly ! Tor even as 
foxes, wolves, and other aiiimals void of sense 
aud reason, do fly fioia the pH'sence of tho 
resplendent sun of heaven, when he arises in 
his glory, so do strife, wrath, and all ireful 
IMissiouB retreat, and, as it wore, scud away, 
iroin the face whir’ll now beams upon us, witli 
power to compose onr aiigiy passions, illuminate 
our errors and dillicullics, soothe our w^oinided 
minds, and lull to icst our (lisorclci-ly appre- 
hensions ; for as the lusat and warmlh of the 
eye of day is to the material anil physical world, 
so is the eye which I now bow down betore to 
that of the iiitcllci’tnal microcosm.’ 

Ho concluded w'ith a luofound bow ; and Mary 
Avcnel, gazing from oiici to the other, and plainly 
seeing that somctliiiig was amiss, could only say, 
'For Heaven’s sake, what is the meaning of 
this ? ’ 

The new’ly-acquircd tact and intclligonoe of 
her foster-brother was as yet insufficient to 
enable him to give an answer. Ho was (|uito 
uncertain how ho ought to deal with a guest, 
wdio, preserving a singularly high tone of assumed 
superiority and importance, seemed noverthelesa 
so little serious in what lie said, tliat it waa 
quite impossible to discern with accuracy whether 
he w'os in jest or earnest. 

Foiming, however, tho internal resolution to 
bring Sir Fiercie Shafton to a reokoning at a 
more fit place and season, ho resolved to prose* 
cute the matter no further at present ; and the 
entrance of his mother with the damm of the 
mill, and the retiusn of the honest miller l^a 
the sta^*^adi| where he had been niunh«% 
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aad (SalonUting the probable amount of the 
aewaon’e grist, render^ farther discussion im« 
jpoealble for the momeht. 

In the course of the calculation, it could not 
but strike the man of meal and ^ndstones, 
that, after the Church's dues wore jiaid, and after 
all which he himself could by any means deduct 
froid the crop, still the residue which must 
revert to Dame Glendinuing could not bo less 
than conjiiderablo. I wot not if this led the 
honest miller to nourish any plans similar to 
those adopted by Elspeth ; but it is certain that 
ho accepted with grateful alacrity an invitation 
which the dame uave to his daughter, to lemaiu 
a week or two as her guest at Glendearg. 

The principal persons being thus in high good 
humour with each other, all business gave place 
to the hilarity of the morning repast ; and so 
much did Sir Pieroio appear giatifioil by the 
attention which was paid to every word that he 
uttered by the nut-brown Mysie, that, not- 
withstanding his high biith and distinguished 
quality, ho bestowed on her some of the more 
ordinary and second-rate tropes of his elocution. 

Mary Avenel, when relieved from the awk- 
wardness of feeling the full weight of his con- 
versation addressed to herself, enjoyed it much 
more; and the good knight, encouraged by 
those conciliating marks of approbation fiom tlie 
sex for whoso ss^o he cultivated his oratorical 
talents, made speedy intimation of his purj)ose 
to bo more communicative than ho had shown 
himself in his conversation wdtli Halbert Glen- 
dinning, and gave tliein to understand that it 
was in consequence of some pressing danger that 
ho was at present their involuntary guest. 

The conclusion of the breakfast was a signal 
for the separation of tho company. The miller 
went to prepare for his departure ; his daughter 
to arrange matters for her unexpected stay ; 
Edward was summoned to consultation by 
Martin concerning some agricultural matter, 
in which Halbert could not be brought to in- 
terest himself; the dame left the room upon her 
household concerns, and Mary was in the act 
of following her, when she suadenly recollected 
that, if she did so the strange knight and Hal- 
bert must be left alone together, at the risk of 
another quarrel. 

The maiden no sooner observed this circum- 
stanoo, than she instantly returned from the 
door of tho apartment, and, seating herself in 
a small stone window-seat, resolved to maintain 
that curb which she was sensible her presence 
imposed on Halbert Glcndinning, of whose quick 
temper she had some apprehensions. 

The stranger marked ner motions, and, either 
interpreting them as inviting his oooiety, or 
obedient to those laws of gallantry which per- 
mitted him not to leave a lady in silence and 
solitude, he instantly placed himself near to her 
side, and opened the conversation as follows : — 

^Credit me, fair lady,’ he said, addressing 
Mary Avenel, *it much r^oiceth me, being, as 
X am, a banished man from the delights of 
mine own country, that 1 shall find here, in 
this obscure and sylvan cottage of the north, 

fak fcfm and a candid soul, with whom I 
gjay. ^x|)atn jiir mutual AM lot 

I* lately 


according to the universal custom now pre- 
dominant in our court, the garden of superior 
wits, you will exchan^ with me some epithet 
whereby you may mark my devotion to your 
service. Be henceforward nalaed, for example, 
my Protection, and let me be your Affability.* 

*Our northern and country manners, Sir 
Knight, do not permit us to excdiange epithets 
with those to whom we are strangers, * replied 
Maiy Avenel. 

‘Nay, but see now,* said the Icnight, *how 
you are startled ! oven as tho unbroken steed, 
which swerves aside from the shaking of a hand- 
kerchief, though he must in time encounter the 
waving of a pennon. This courtly exchange of 
epithets of honour is no more than the compli- 
ments which pass between valour and beauty, 
wherever they meet, a.id under whatever cir- 
cumstances. Elizabeth of England herself calls 
Philip Sydney her Courage, and ho in return 
calls that princess his Inspiration. Wherefore, 
iny fair Protection, for by such epithet it shall 
bo mine to denominate you * 

* Not without the young lady's consent, sir ! ' 
interrupted Halbert; ‘most truly do I hope 
your courtly and quaint breeding will not so 
?ar prevail over the more ordinaiy mlcs of civil 
behaviour.' 

‘ Fair tenant of an indifferent copyhold,' re- 
plied the kniglit, with tho same coolness and 
civility of mien, but in a tone ^omewhat more 
lofty than he used to the young lady, ‘ a'o do 
not, in tho southeni parts, much intoiuiingle 
discourse, save with those with whom we may 
stand on some footing of equality ; and 1 must, 
in all discretion, remind you that the necessity 
which makes us inhabitants of the same cabin 
doth not pi ICO us otherwise on a level with each 
other ' 

‘ By Saint Mary,' readied young Glendinuing, 

‘ it is my thought that it does ; for plain men 
hold that ho who asks the shelter is indebted 
to him who gives it , and so far, therefore, is 
our rank equalized while this ropf covers us 
both.' 

‘ Thou art altogether deceived,* answered Sir 
Piercie ; ‘ and that thou mayest fully adapt 
thyself to our relative condition, know that 1 
account not myself thy guest, but that of thy 
master, the Ijord Abbot of Saint Mary's, who, 
for reasons best knoivn to liimself and me, 
chooseth to adminirter liis hospitality to mo 
through tho means of thee, his servant and 
vassal, who art, therefore, in good truth, as 
passive an instrument of^my accommodation 
as this ill-made and rugged joint-stool on which 
I sit, or as the wooden trencher from which I 
eat my coarse commons. Wherefore,' he added, 
turning to Mary, ' fairest mistress, or rather, as 
I said before, most lovely Protection * * 

Mary Avenel was about to reply to him, when 
the stem, fierce, and resentful expression of vdoe 
and countenance with which Halbert exclaimed> 
‘Not from the King of Scotland, did he live, 
would I brook such terms!’ induced her t» 
throw herself between hint and the stranger, 
exclaiming. ‘For God’s sake, Halbert, beware 
what yon dg I * 


* Note Quaint Epithets. 
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^^Fear not, fairest Protection,' replied Sir 
Fieroie, with the utmost serenity, ' that I can be 

n ^oked by this rustical and mistaught jurenal 
0 aught misbecoming your presence or mine 
own dimnity ; for as soon shall the mnner's lin- 
stock ^ye fire unto the icicle, as tne spark of 
passion inflame my blood tempered as it is to 
serenity by the respect due to the presence of 
my mcious Frotectlbn.' 

‘ You may well call her your Protection, Sir 
Knight,’ said Halbert ; ' by Saint Andrew, it is 
the only sensible word I hare heard you speak ! 
But we may meet where her protection shall no 
lon^r affoid you shelter.’ 

‘Fairest Protection,’ continued the courtier, 
not even honouring with a look, far loss with a 
direct reply, the threat the incensed Halbert, 

* doubt not that thy fafthful Affability will be 
more eommoved by the speech of this rudesby, 
than the bright and serene moon is perturbed 
by the baying of the cottage-cur, proud of the 
height of his o^n dunghill, which, in his con- 
ceit lifteth him nearer unto the majestic 
luminary.’ 

To what len^hs so unsavoury a simile might 
have driven Halberts indignation, is left un- 
oenain ; for at that moment Kdward rushed into 
the apartment, with the intelligence that tw^o 
most important officers of the convent, the 
kitchener and refectioner, were just arrived 
with a sumpt<y-inule, loaded with provisions, 
annouficing that the lord abbot, the sub-prior, 
and thF sacristan u ere on their way thither. A 
circumstance so veiy extraordinary had never 
been recorded in the annals of Saint Mary's, or 
in the traditions of Glcndearg, though there w^as 
a faint legendary report that a certain abbot 
had dined there in old days, after htving been 
bewildered m a hunting expedition amongst the 
wilds which lie to the northward. But that the 
present 1^ abbot should have taken a voluntary 
Jourfeey to so wild and dreary a spot, the very 
Kamtschatka of the Halidome, was a tiling never 
dreamt of; and the news excited the ^eatost 
durpriso in all the members of the family saving 
Halbert alone. 

This fiery youth was too full of the insult he 
had received to think of anything as unconnected 
with it. 'I am glad of it,^ he exclaimed ; ‘lam 

g lad the abbot comes hither. I will know of 
im by what right this stranger is sent hither to 
domineer over us under oilt fatlier’s roof, as if 
we were slaves and not freemen. 1 'will tell the 

proud priest to his beard ’ 

‘Alasl alas! my bfother,’ said Edward, ‘think 
what these words may cost thee » ’ 

‘And what will, or what can they cost me,’ 
said Halbert, ‘ that I should sacrifioe my liuman 
feelings ai^ inv justifiable resentment to the fear 
of what the abbot can do ? ’ 

‘Our mother — our mother 1‘ exclaimed Ed- 
ward ; ‘ think, if she is deprived of her home, 
oxpclldfl from her property, how can you amend 
what your rashness may ruin ? ’ 

‘ It is too tnie, by Heaven I ’ sa^d Halberi;, 
striking his forehead. Then, stamping his foot 
against tlie floor to express the full energy of the 
passion to which he dared no loDger»<give vent, 
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while she was eudeaVonring to flwme a request 
that he would not report the intemperate violence 
of her foster-Vrother, to the prejudice of his famity 
in the mind of the abbot. But Sir Fieroie, the 
very pink of courtesy, conjectured her meaning 
from her embai'rassment, and waited not to be 
entreated. 

‘ Credit me, fairest Pi-otection,’ said he, ‘your 
Affability is less than capable of seeing or heart- 
ing, lar less of reciting or reiterating, alight of 
an nnsoeinly nature which may have chanced 
wliile I enjoyed the Elysium of your presence. 
The winds oi idle passion may indeed rudely 
agitate the bosom of the rude ; but the heart of 
the courtier is polished to resist theip* -As tlio 
frozen lake receives not the influence of tlio 
breeze, even so * 

The voice of Dame Glcndinning, in slirill 
summons, here demanded Mary AveneVs attend- 
ance, who instantly obeyed, not a little glad to 
csca})e from the compliments and siiniles of this 
court- like gallant, jlor was it ai>parently less a 
lelief on Ins |>art ; for no sooner ivas she past 
the threshold of the room, than he exchanged 
the look of formal and elaborate j)oliteness which 
had accom})aniGd each word ho had uttered 
hithci to, for an expicssion of the utmost lassi- 
tude and ennui ; and, after indulging in one or 
two poilenfous yaw'iis, broke forth into a 
soliloimy : — 

‘ What the foul fiend sent this wench hither ? 
As if it w ere not sufficient plague to bo hai boured 
ill a hovel that would hardly servo for a dog'a 
kennel in England, baited by a nido peasant 
boy, and dependent on the faith of a mcrceiiaiy 
ruilian, but I cannot oven have time to lilflo 
over my ow'u mishap, but must come aloft, frisk, 
fidget, and make speeches, to please this pale,, 
hectic ])hantom, because she lias geiitlo blood in 
her veins ! By mine honour, sotting jircjndico 
aside, the mill-wench is the more attractive of 
the two. — But natienza, I’icrcie Shafton ; thou 
must not lose tiiy well-earned claim to be ac- 
counted a devout servant of the fair sex, a witty- 
braiuod, piom}>t, and accoin])li8hcd courtier. 
Kathpr thank Heaven, Piercio Shafton, which 
hath sent thee a subiect, wherein, without dero- 
gating from thy rank (since the honours of tho 
Avenel family are beyond dispute), thou mayest 
find a whetstone for thy witty compliments, a. 
strop whereon to shariicii thine acute inmiie, a- 
butt whereat to shoot tne aiTows of thy gpallantry. 
For even as a Bilboa hlailo, the more it is nibbed 

the brighter and sharper will it prove, so 

But what need I waste riy stock of similitudea 
in holding converse with myself? — Yonder cornea 
the monkish retinue, like some half-score of 
croivs winging their w-ay slowly up the valley — t 
hope, a’gad, they have not forgotten my trunk- 
mails of ap}tarel amid the ample provision they 
have made for their own belly-timber. — Mercy 
a’^, I were finely helped tin if the vesture haa 
miscarried among the tlilevish Borderers 1 ' 

Stung by this reflection, he ran hastily down- 
stairs, and caused his horse to be saddled, tbab 
he might, as soon as possible, aseertein this itn- 
portant point, by meeting the lord abbot and 
his retinue as they came up the glen, .Be had 


with the duwnesi and decorum ifhloh 
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^ of their dignity and profession. The 
ht feilod not to greet the lord abbot with 
^iie formal compliments with which men of 
Tank at that perioa cicohangod courtesies. He 
had the good fortune to find that his mails were 
numbered among the train of l>aggage which 
attended upon the part^r ; and, satisfied in that 
particular, he turned his horse's head, and ac- 
companied the abbot to the Tower of Glcndcarg. 

Great, in the meanwhile, had been the tur- 
moil of the good Dame Elspeth and her coadjutors, 
to prepare for the fitting reception of the father 
lord abbot and his rotimic. The monks had 
indeed taken care not to trust too much to the 
state of her pantry ; but she was not the less 
anxious to make such additions as might enable 
her to claim the thanks of her feudal lord and 
spiritual father. Meeting Halbert, as, with his 
Iblood on fire, he returned from his altercation 
nvith her guest, she commanded him instantly to 
^0 forth to the hill, and not to return without 
venison ; reminding him that he was ai)t enough 
to go thither for his own pleasure, and must now 
*do so for the credit of the house. 

Tho miller, who was now hastening his Journey 
ffiomewai'ds, promised to send up some salmon by 
Ilia own servant. Dame Elspeth, who by this 
time thought she had guests enough, had begun 
to repent of her invitation to poor Mysic, and 
was just considering by what means, short of 
giving offence, she could send oif the Maid of tho 
Mill behind her father, and ad^joum all her own 
Aerial architecture till some future o])portunity, 
when this unexpected generosity on the part of 
the sire rendered any present attempt to return 
'lusHaughter on his hands too highly ungracious 
to be further thought on. So the miller departed 
alone on liis homeward journey. 

Dame Elspoth’s sense of hospitality proved in 
this instance its own reward ; for Mysio had 
«dwelt too near the convent to be altogothor 
ignorant of the noble art of cookery, which her 
fither patronised to the extent of oonsiimiug on 
festival days such dainties as his daughter could 
prepare in emulation of the luxuries of the abbot’s 
Kitchen. Laying aside, therefore, her holiday 
Icirtle, and ado])ting a dress more suitable to tho 
‘ocoasiou, the good-humoured maiden bare<l her 
••snowy arms above tho olbow's ; and, as Elsjieth 
acknowledged, in the language of the time and 
country, took * entire and aefauld part with her ' 
in the iabouTs of the day ; showing unparalleled 
ialent and indefatigable industry in the pre- 
paration of mortreuoRi hlmc-VMmger^ and Heaven 
knows what delicacies besides, which Dame Glen- 
•dinning, unassisted by her skill, dared not even 
liave dreamt of presouting. 

Leaving this aVe substitute in the kitchen, and 
Tegrettiiig that Mary Avenel was so brought up 
that she could entrust nothing to her care, unless 
it might be seeing tho great chamber strewed with 
Toshes, and ornamented with snob flowers and ; 
branches as the season afforded, Dame Elspeth 
hastily donned her best attire, and with a mat- 
ing heart presented herself at the door of her 
Imle tower, to make her obehusnee to the lord 
mot se he crossed her humble tkrsshold. 
stood his mother* imd Wt the same 
was at h loss 
I tnw wsh to iisinkihWdonff 


it is ere our reason is enabled to triumph over 
the force of external circumstanoos, and how 
much our feelings are affected by novelty, and 
blunted by use and habit. 

On the present oocasion, He witnessed with 
wonder ana awe the approach of some half4core 
of riders, sober men upon sober palfreys, muffled 
in their long black garments, apd only relieved 
by their white scapularios, showing moio like 
a funeral procession than aught else, and not 
quickening their pace beyond that which per- 
mitted easy conversation and easy digestion. 
The sobriety of the scene was indeed somewhat 
enlivened ))y tho x)resonce of Sir Piercie Shafton, 
who, to show that his skill in the rmiikge was 
pot iTtforioi to his other accomplishments, kei)t 
alternately pressing and checking his gay courser, 
forcing him to jtiaflb, to caracole, to passage, and 
to do all the other feats of tho school, to the 
great annoyance of tho lord 'abbot, the wonted 
sobriety of whose palfrey became at length dis- 
com])osed by the vivacity of its commiiiou, while 
tho dignitary ko])t crying out in bodily alarm, 

* I do |)ray you, sir — Sir Knight — good now. Sir 
Piercie— Be quiet, Benedict, there is a good steed 
~soh, poor fellow ! ’ and uttering all tho other 
precatory and soothing exclamations by which 
a timid norsomaii usually ])cspcak& tho favour of 
a fiisky companion, or of his own unquiet Pag, 
and concluding the bead-roll with a sincere Deo 
gratioB so soon as he alighted in- the court-yard 
of the Tower of Olendoarg. 

Tho inhabitants unanimously knelt dbwn to 
kiss the hand of the lord abbot, a ceremony 
which even the monks were often condemned to, 
(rood Abbot Boniface was too much iluttere4 by 
the incidents of tho latter part of his journey, to 
go through' this ceremony with much solemnity, 
or indeed with much patience. He kept wi])ing 
his brow with a snow-white haiidkorchief with 
one hand, while another was abandon<»(l to^the 
homage of liis vassals ; and then, signing the 
cross with his outstretched arm, and exclaiming, 
‘ Bless yo— bless ye, my children \ ' he hastened 
into the house, and murmured not a little at tlie 
darkness and steoxmess of tho rn^d winding 
stair, whereby he at length scaled the s})Onco 
destined lor his entortainmont, and, overcome 
with fatigue, threw himself, 1 do neft say into an 
easy-cliair, but into the easiest the a^iartment 
afforded. 


CHAPTER XVL 

A courtier extraordinary, who by diet 
Of meats and drinks, his temperate eaercisie. 

Choice music, fr^uent bath, nis horary shifts 
Of shirts and waistcoats, means to immorfealiM 
Mortality itself, and makes the essence ^ 

Of hu whole happiness the trim of court. 

Magnutic Lady. 

Whrk the lord abbot had suddenly and 
superciliously vanished from the eyes of his ex- 
pectant vassals, the sub-prior made amends for 
the n^li^noe of his principal, by the kind 
flCnd affectionate greeting which he gave to aU 
the members of the family, but especially to 
Dame Elspeth, het foBter*»danghter* and her son 
EdiMaed. ha even oondeseanded to 
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inqpinj 'is that naughty Nimrod, Halbert?--^ 
Hs haiit not yet, 1 trust, tunicd, like his gi'eat 
prototype, liis hunting-spoar against man ? ’ 

' 0 no, an it please your reverence,' said Dame 
Olendininng. ‘ Haloert is up* at the glen to get 
some venison, or surely he would not have been 
absent when such a day of honour dawned upon 
me and mine.* , 

'0, to get savoury meat, such as our soul 
loveth,* muttered the sub-prior; ‘it has been 
at times an acceptable gilt. — I bid you good 
morrow, my good dame, as 1 must attend upon 
his lordship the father abbot.' 

‘And 0, reverend sir,’ said the good widow, 
detaining him, ‘ if it might be your pleasure to 
take part w'itli us if there is anything wrong ; 
•and if there is Aiy thing 'y^nted, to say that it 
^ is just coming, or to make Some excuses your 
learning best knows how. Every bit of vassail 
and silver work have' wo l)ocn spoiled of since 
Piukie^cleuch, when 1 lost x>oor Simon Glendin- 
ning, that was the warst of a’.' 

‘Never mind — never fear,’ said the sub-prior, 
gently extricating his garment from the anxioiis 
grasp of Damo Elspcth ; ‘the refeet loner has 
with him the abbot^s plate and drinking-cups 
and I pray you to believe that whatever is short 
in your entertainment will be deemed ani2)ly 
made up in your good will,’ 

So saying, he c&capcd from lier and went into 
the Spence, whor% such preparations os haste 
permittou were making for the noon collation of 
the abbof and the English knight. Hero ho 
found the lord abbot, for whom a cutihion, 
composed of all the plaids in the house, had been 
imablo to render Simon’s huge elbow-chair a soft 
or comfortable ]>lace of rest. 

‘ Benedioite 1 ’ said Abbot Bonifaee*, ‘now 
marry ho upon tlieso hard benches with all my 
heart — they are as uneasy as the soabclla of our 
novices. Saint Jude be with us. Sir Knight, 
4 how have you contrived pass over the night 
in tliis dungeon? An your bed was no softer 
than your seat, you might as well have slept on 
the stone couch of Saint Pacomius, After trot- 
i ting a full ten miles, a man needs a softer scat 
; than has fallen to my hard lot.’ 

With sympathizing faces, the saciistan and 
the refectiouor tan to raise the lord abbot, and 
to adjust his scat to hisenind, which was at 
length accomplished in some soit, although ho 
co&tiiiued alternately to bewafl his fatif^e, and 
to exult in the conscious sense of having dis- 
charged an arduous dutj^ ‘ Y ou errant cavaliers, ’ 
said he, addressing the knight, ‘may now per- 
ceive that others have their travail and thoir toils 
to undergo As well as your lionourod faculty. 
And this I will say for myself and the soldiers 
of Saint Maifr, among whom 1 may he termed 
captain, that it is not our wont to flinch from 
the heat of the service, or to withdi'aw from the 
good Vfo, by Saint Mary I — no sooner 

aid I learn that you were hero, and dared not 
for certain reasons come to the Monastery, where, 
with as good uill, and with more convenience, 

I we might have given you a better reception, 
than* striking the table with my hammer, I 
eallw a brother -^Timothy, said I, let them 
Sf4dle Benedict— let them saddle my black pal- 
Md bid the lob-prior and some bshtwon 


of attendants bd in residinoss to-morrow after 
matins — we would ride to Glendearg. —Brother 
Timothy stared, thinking, I imamne, that his 
cars hoa scaixse done him justice— but I repeated 
my commands, and said, Let the kitchener and 
refcctioner go before to aid the |>oor vassals to 
whom the place belongs in making a suitable 
collation. So that you will consider, good Sir 
IMeroie, our mutual incommoditios, and forgive 
whatever you may find amiss.’ 

‘ By my iUith,’ said Sir Picrcic Shafton, * there 
is noiliing to forgive— If you sjuritual warriors 
have to siibmic to the grievous iucommodities 
which your lordship naiTates, it would ill become 
me, a sinful and secular man, to coruplaia of a 
bed as hard as a board, of broth whicii relished 
os if made of burnt wool, of ilosb wlucli, in its 
sable and singed sba]>c, seemed to ])Ut mo on a 
level with Richard C(eur-do-Lion, when ho ate 
up the head of a Moor carbonadoed, and of other 
viands savouring rather of the rusticity of this 
northern region.^ 

‘ By the good saints, sir,’ said the abbot, 
somoA^liat touched in point of his cliarai-ter for 
hospitality, of uhich lio was in truth a most 
faithful and zealous iirofessor, * it grieves me to 
tlio heart that you have found our vnssals no 
bettor provided for your reception. — Yet £ crave 
leave to observe, that if Sir I'lereio Shafton’s 
aifaii's had }>crmitted liim to honour with his 
coui]>any our poor house of Saint Mary’s, he 
might have had loss to complain of in rcs^)eot of 
easements.’ 

‘To give your lordship tlio reasons,’ said Sir 
Piercio Shafton, ‘ why 1 could not at this present 
time approach your dwelling, or avail myself of 
its well-Kiiown and undoubted hos])itality, craves 
either some delay, or,’ looking around him, ‘a 
limited audience.’ 

Tlio lord abbot immediately issued his 
mandate to the refectioncr: *Hie thco to tlio 
kitchen, Brother Hilarius, and there make in- 
q^uiry of our brother the kitelicnor, within what 
time ho opines that our collation may l>e pre- 
pared, since sin and soitow it were, eoiisider- 
iiig the hardships of this noble and gallant 
knight, no whit mentioning or weighing those 
we oumolvos have endured, if we were now either 
to advance or retard the liour of refection beyond 
the time when the viands are lit to be set before 
us.’ 

Brother Hilarius parted with an eager alertness 
to execute the will of his Superior, and returned 
with the assurance that punctually at one alter* 
noon would the collation be* ready. 

‘Before that time,' said the accurate refeo* 
tioner, ‘the wafers, flamms, and jiaetry-tneat 
will scarce have had the just degree of lire which 
learned pottingers prescribe as Attest for the 
body ; and if it should be past one o’cIock, were 
it but ten minutes, our brother the kitchenei^ 
opines that tlte liaunoh of venison would sufler* 
in spile of the skill of the little tum-broohe 
whom he has recommended to your hoBness ^ 
hia praises/ 

‘ How t ’ said the abbot, ‘ a haunch of ventaen t 
—from whence comes that dainty t X remeir^beip 
not thon didst intimate its preOenoe in thy 
hamper of viveira.' 
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nfbotioiier, * he is a soh of the woman of like 
hiOlto who hai^ shot it and sent it in — killed 
limt now ; 3 ’ 6 t, as the animal heat hath not left 
the the kitchener undertakes it shall eat 
as tender as a young chicken — and this youth 
hath a special gift xn shooting deer, and never 
misses the heart or the brain ; so that the blood 
is not driven through the flesh, as happens too 
often with us. It is a hart of grease— your 
holiness has seldom seen such a haunch.’ 

^Silence, Brother Hilarius,’ said the abbot, 
wiping his mouth ; * it is not beseeming our 
Older to talk of food so earnestly, espcciidly as 
we must oit have our animal powers exhausted 
by fasting, and be accessible (as being ever mere 
mortals) to those signs of longing^ (ho again 
wiped his mouth) * which arise on the mention of 
victuals to a hungi’v man.— Minute down, how- 
ever, the name ot that youth— it is fitting merit 
should bo rewarded, and ho shall hereafter be a 
f rater ad succurr^um in the kitchen and 
buttery.* 

* Alas ♦ reverend father, and my good lord,* 
replied tlie refectioner, * I did innuiic after the 
youth, and I learn he is one who prefers the 
casque to the cowl, and the sword of the flesh to 
the weapons of the spirit.* 

'And if it be so,^ said the abbot, 'see that 
thou retain him as a deputy-keeper and man-at- 
arms, and not as a lay brotner of the monasterv 
— for old Tallboy, our forester, waxes dim-eyed, 
and hath twice spoiled a noble buck, by hitting 
him unwarily on the haunch. Ah ! *tis a foul 
fault, the abusing by evil-killing, evil-dressing, 
evil-appetite, or otherwdso, the good creatures 
indulged to us for our use. Wherefore, secure 
us the service of this youth. Brother Ililarius, in 
the way that may best suit him. — And now. Sir 
Plercio* Shafton, since the fates have assigned us 
a space of well-nigh an hour, ere we dare hoi)e 
to Sbjoy more than the vapour or savour oi our 
repast, may I pray you, of your courtesy, to tell 
mo the ^canse of this visit ; and, above all, to 
inform us whv you will not approach our more 
Xdeasaiit and better furnibhod hos>pitium,* 

'^verend father, aud ray very good loixl,’ 
said Sir Piercie Shafton, 'it is well known to 
Tour wisdom that there are stone walls which 
have ears, and that secrecy is to be looked to in 
matters i^hich concern a man’s head.* 

The abbot signed to his attendants, excepting 
the sub-piior, to leave the room, and then said, 
‘Your valour. Sir Piercie, may freely unbnrden 
yourself before our faithful friend and counsellor 
Father Eustace, the benefits of whose advice we 
may too soon lose, inasmuch as his merits will 
speedily recommend him to a higher station, in 
whioh, we trust, he mav find the blessing of a 
friend and adviser as valuable as liimself, since I 
may say^of him, as our claustral rhyme ^th,* 

Dixit Abbas ad prioris, 

Tu es homo bom mom, 

Quia semper sanioris, 

Mihi dM concilia. 


Indeed,’ he added, 'the office of suh-prior is 
altogether beneath our dear brother ; nor can we 



elevate him unto that of prior, which, for oeitaiii 
reasons, is at present kept vacant amongst ns, 
Howbeit, Father Eustace is fully posseMSd of 
my confidence, and worthy of yours, and well 
may it be said of him, JiUravU in sserWIs 

Sir Piercie Shafton bowed to the reverend 
brethren, and, heaving a si^, as if he would 
have burst his steel cuirass, he thus commenced 
his ^ech : — 

' Certes, reverend sirs, I may well heave such 
a siispiration, who have, as it were, eichanged 
heaven for purgatory, leaving the lightsome 
sphere of the royal court of En^aad, for a remote 
nook in this macccssiblo dobcit — quitting the 
tilt-yard, where 1 was ever ready among my 
compeers to splinter ^ laucc, either for the love 
of boiiour, or for the honour of love, in order to 
couch my knightly spear aminst base and pilfer- 
ing besognios and marauders — exchanging the 
limited halls, wherein I used nimbly to pace the 
swift coranto, or to move with a loftier grace in 
the stately galliard, for this nigged and decayed 
dungeon oi nisty-coloured stoue-'^uitting the 
My theatre, for the solitary chimney-nook of a 
Scottish dog-housc — bartering the sounds of the 
soul-ravishing lute, and the love-awakening viol- 
de-gamba, for the discordant squeak of a northern 
bagpipe— above all, exchanging the smiles of 
those beauties, >vho form a galaxy around the 
throne of England, for the cofd courtesy of an 
untaught damsel, and the bewildered stare of a 
millers maiden. More mjght 1 sav, of the ex- 
change of the conversation of gallant knights 
and gay courtiers of mine own order and cajiaoity, 
whose conceits arc bright and vivid as the light- 
ning, for that of monks and churchmen— but it 
were discourteous to urge that topic.* 

The abbot listened to this list of complaints 
with gi’oat round eyes, wliich evinced no exact 
intelligence of tlie oiatoi’s meanings and when 
the knight paused to take breath, he looked wiili 
a doubtful and inquiring eye at the sub-prior, 
not well knowing in wdiat tone ho sliould rejdy 
to an exordium so extraordinary. The sub-prior 
accordingly stepped in to the relief of his prin- 
cipal. 

' We deeply sympathize with you. Sir Knight, 
in the several moi tifications and haixlshins to 
which fate has subjected you, particularly in 
that which has thrown you into the society of 
those who, as they were conscious they desecyed 
not such an honour, so neither did &ey at all 
desire it. But all this ^goes little way to ex- 
pound the cause of this train of disasters, or, 
m plainer words, the reason which has com- 
pelled you into a situation having so few charms 
tor you.* I 

'Gentle and reverend air,* repliedvthe knight,! 
'foigive an unhappy person, who, in giving a 
histoiT of his miseries, dilateth u^n them jix- 
tremely, even as he who, having ikllM fW>m a 
precipice, looketh upward to measure the height 
from which he hath been precipitated.’ 

' Yea, but,* said Father Eustace, 'methinka it 
were wiser in him to tell those who come to lift 
him up, whioh of his bones have been broken.* 

' You, reverend sir,* said the knight, ' have, |n , 
the eneonnter of our wits, made a ikir atMnt 
whems 1 may be in some aort add 1^ haro 
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brokiD in^r atoff across,* Pardon me, grave sir, 
that I sMak the language of the tilt*yai^, ishieh 
is dottbtleBs strange to your rovei'end ears, — Ah ! 
bravo resort of the noble, the fair, and the gay ! 
—Ah 1 throne of lose, and citadel of honour ! — 
Ah 1 celestial beauties, by whoso blight eyes it 
is graced! Never more shall Pieimo Shaftou 
advanoe, as the centre of your radiant glances, 
couch his lance, and spur his horse at the sound 
of the ^irit-stirring trumpets, nobly called the 
voice of war-^iiover more shall ho Ijafile his 
adversary's encounter boldly, break bis spear 
doxta^usly, and, ambling around the lovely 
circle, receive the rewards with which beauty 
honours chivalry ! ' 

Here he mused, winng his hands, looked 
upwards, and soemod lost|iu contemplation of 
hia own fallen fortunes. • 

*Mad, very mad,’ whisx)cred the abbot to the 
sub-prior ; ‘1 would wo were faiily rid of him ; 
for, of a truth, I exjwot ho will proceed from 
raving to mischief.— Were it not better to call up 
the rest of the brethrou ? ’ 

But the sub-prior knew bettor than his superior 
how to distinguish the jargon of alTeclatiou from 
the ravings of insanity ; and although the ex- 
tremity of the kniglit's passion seemed altogether 
fantastic, yet he Mas not ignorant to wliat ex- 
travagancies the fashion of the day can conduct 
its votaries. 

Allowing, therefore, two minutes* space to 
permit dho kiiigAt’s enthusiastic feelings to ex- 
liaust trviinselves, ho again gravely reminded 
liim that the lord abbot bad taken a journey, 
unwonted to his ago and habits, solely to learn 
in what he could serve Sir Tiercie Slialton— that 
it was altogether impossible ho could do so with- 
out his receiving distinct iiiforraatioiv of the 
situation in which ho had now sought ref^^ige in 
Scotland. — * The day wore on,’ he observed, look- 
ing at the window ; * and if the abbot sliould 
be obliged*to return to the Monastery without 
obtaining the necessary iutolligence, the reOTct 
mmht bo mutual, but the incoiivcnicnco was like 
to he all on Sir Piercie’s own side,’ 

The hint was not thrown away, 

‘O goddess of courtesy!’ said the knight, 
*can I have so far forgotten thy behests as to 
make this good prelate’s case and time a sacrifice 
to my vain complaints ! Know', then, most 
worthy, and not less ivor^iipful, that I, your 
poor visitor and guest, am by pirth nearly bound 
to the Piercie of Northumberland, wliose fame is 
so widely blown through all parts of the world, 
where fhiglisli worth &th been known. Nom', 
this present Earl of Northumberland, of whom 1 
propose to give you the brief history ’ 

* it is altogether unnecessary,’ said the abbot ; 
* we know him to be a good and true nobleman, 
and a swo^ upholder of our Catholio faith, in 
the spite of the heretical woman who now sits 
upon the thepne of England. And it is specially 
as his kiasman, and as knowing that ye partake 
with him in such devout and mithful boUof and 

* AtiaMi was a term of tilting used to express the 
champion’s having aftained his mark, or, in other words, 
jstruck his lance straight and fair against the helmet or 
bieSst^hisadvenBary. Whereas to break the lance across, 
fiitimat^ a total Allure in directing the point ef the weapon 
£the ohieetef his alin. 


adkorence to our holjr Mother Church, that wo 
say to you, Sir PieiuieShafloii, that ye be hcai-tily 
welcome to us, and that, au we wist how, mo 
M ould lahpur to do you good service in your 
extremity.’ 

* For such kind ofler I rest your most humble 
debtor,’ said Sir I^crcie; 'nor need J at this 
moment say more than that my right bonour- 
ablo cousin of Northumberland, ha^Ug devised 
M'ith mo and some others, the choice and picked 
spirits of the age, how and by what means the 
worahip of Clod, according to the C^atholio Church, 
might be again introduced into this distracted 
kingdom of England (even as one deviseth, by the 
assistance of his friend, to catch and to bridle a 
iimaMay steed), it pleased him no deeply to entiust 
me in those comiimnications, that my personal 
safety bccoincp, as it Mere, entwined or eonndi- 
cated thcicwitb. Natheles.s, as we have had 
sudden leaaoii to believe, this I’rinccss Elizabeth, 
Mho inaintainoth ai*mmd her a sort of counsellois 
skilful in tiacking Mlmtcvcr schemes ma^ be 
jmisued for bringing her title into challenge, or 
tor erecting again tlic discipline of the Catholio 
Church, has obtained certain knowledge of the 
trains whir^h we had laid before wo could giro 
fire unto them. Wherefore, my right hoiiour- 
ablo cousin of Northumbeilaiid, thinking it best 
belike that one mon should take both blame and 
nhamo for the mIioIc, did lay the burden of all 
this tiafUcking upon my hack ; Mhicli load 1 am 
the lather content to bear, in that he hath always 
shoMii hiinscll my kind and honouiable kinsman, 
as M ell as tliat mv estate, I M'ot not how, hath of 
Uto been soincM hat insnflicienl to maintain the 
expense of those bra^ eiie‘a, MhereMith it is incum- 
bent on us, Mho aic chosen and selected spirits, 
to distinguish ourselves from tlio wilgar.’ 

‘So that jiossildy,’ said the siib-inior, ‘your 
private allaiis reiidcied a foreign journey less in- 
commodious to you than it might have been to 
the noble call, your right worthy cousin ?* 

‘You are light, levercud sir,’ ausM^cred the 
courtier ; ‘ rnn next- you have touched the point 
Mith a needle. ~ My cost and cx]>enBes had been 
indeed someM bat lavish at the late iiiumplu and 
tourneys, and Die llat-ca})])cd citizens had shown 
tliciiiseh e.s uinvilling to Inrnisli iny pockets for 
ncM gallantries for the honour of the nation, 
as MclJ as for mine own peculiar glory — and, to 
speak tiutli, it Mas in some part the ho])e of 
seeing these matters amended that iod mo to 
desire a new world in England,’ 

‘So that the iniscarriuge of your public enter- 
prise, with the derangement of your own private 
affairs,’ said the sub-irior, ‘have induced you to 
seek Scotland as a jdace of refuge I ’ 

*Jlcni act/, once again,’ said 8ii- Piercie ; ‘and 
not without good cause, since my neck, if 1 
remained, might have been brought within the 
circumstances of a halter— and so speedy was tny 
jonniey northward, that 1 had but time to ti-, 
change my peach-coloured doublet of Oenoa 
velvet, thickly laid over with goldsmith’s werki 
for tliis cuirass, which was made by Bonamitilp Hi 
Milan, and travelled northward with all spev^ 
judging that 1 might domell to visit my rij^t 
honourable cousin of Northumberland, at one ot; 
his numerous castles. But as 1 touratda' 

Alnwick, oven with the speed of a star* 
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^ durtizig from its native spliere> shoots tvildly 
downwards, 1 was met at iforthallerton hy one 
Henry Vaughan, a servant of my right honourable 
kinsman, who showed me that as then 1 might 
not with safety come to his presence, seeing that, 
in obedience to orders from his court, he was 
obliged to issue out letters for iny incarcera- 
tion.' 

* This,’ said the abbot, * seems but liord measure 
on the port of your honourable kinsman.’ 

* It might be so judged, my lord,* replied Sir 
Piercio ; ’nevertheless, 1 will stand to the death 
for the honour of my right honourable cousin 
of Northumberland. Also Henry Vaughan gave 
me, from my said cousin, a good horse and a purse 
of gold, with two Border-prlckcrs, os they arc 
called, for my guides, who conducted me, by such 
roads and by-patb<» as have never been seen since 
the days of Sir liunoclot and Sir Tiisti'cm, into 
this kingdom of Scotland, and to the house of a 
certain baron, or one who holds the style of such, 
called Julian Avenel, with whom I found siich 
reception as the place and party could afford.* 

’And that,' said the abbot, ’must have been 
right wretched ; for, to judge from the appetite 
which Julian showeth when abroad, he hath not, 
1 judge, over-abundant provision at home.’ 

’ You are right, sir — your reverence is in the 
right,* continued Sir Piercie ; ’ we had but loiiten 
faro, and, what was worse, a score to clear at the 
departure ; for though this Julian Avenel called 
us to no reckoning, yot ho did so extravagantly 
admire the fashion of my poniard— 'the poifpiet 
being of silver exquisitely hatched, and indeed 
the weapon being altogether a jncee of exceeding 
rare device and beauty— that i*i faith I could not 
for very shame's sake but pray his acceptance 
of it ; wonls which he gave me not the trouble 
of repeating twice, before he had stuck it into 
his greasy buff-bolt, where, credit me, reverend 
sir, it sliowod more like a butcher’s knife than a 
gentleman 's dagger.* 

’ So goodly a gift might at least have pur- 
chased you a few days' hospitality,’ said Father 
Eustace. 

‘ Peverend sir, ’ said Sir Piercie, * had I abidden 
with him, I should have been complimented out 
of every remnant of my wardrobe — actually 
flayed, by the hospitable gods 1 swear it t Sir, 
lie secured my spare doublet, and had a pluck at 
my galligaskins — I was enforced to beat a retreat 
before I was altogether unrigged. That Border 
knave, his serving-man, had a pluck at me too, 
and usurped a scarlet cassock and steel cuirass 
belonging to the page of my body, whom 1 was 
fain to leave behind mo. In good time I received 
a letter from my right honourable cousin, show- 
ing me that he l^d written to you in my behalf, 
and sent to your charge two mails filled with 
wearing apparel— namely, toy rich crimson silk 
doublet, slashed out and lined with cloth of gold, 
which I wore at the last revels, with baldric and 
trimmings to eorrespond— also two pair black 
silk slops, with lianging garters of oatnation silk 
-««lao the flesh-coloured silken doublet^ with tbe 
trimming of fur, in which 1 danced the salvage 
man at the Gray’s Inn mummery— also 

‘ Sir Knight,’ said tlie sub-prior, * 1 pray yon to 
mre the further inventory of your wararobe, 
• Thi monks of Saint Hai^ratare 


barons, and whatever part of your TeotmontB . 
arrived at our house, have been this day fldthfdUy 
brought hither, with the mails which oontaiaeid 
them. I may presume from what has beon said, 
as we have indeed been gi«ren to understand by 
the Earl of Northumberland, that your desire is 
to remain for the present as unknown and as 
unnoticed as may be consistent with your high 
worth and distinction ? ’ '' 

* Alas, reverend father ! ’ replied the courtier, 

’ a blade when it is in the scabbard cannot give 
lustre, a diamond when it is in the casket cannot 
give light, and worth, when it is compelled by 
circumstances to obscure itseF, cannot draw 
observation— my retreat can only attract the 
admiration of those few to whoip circumstances 
|)ermit its displaying itself. < 

‘ I conceive now, cny venerable father and lord,^ ,, 
said the sub-prior, ’ that your wisdom will assign 
such a course of conduct to this noble knight, as 
may be alike consistent with liiflvsafoty, and with 
the weal of the community. For you wot well 
that perilous strides have been made in these 
audacious days, lo tbe destruction of all ecclesi- 
astical foundations, and that our holy community 
has been repeatedly menaced. Hitherto they 
have found no flaw' in our raiment ; but a party, 
friendly as w^ell to the Queen of England as to 
the heretical doctrines of theschismatical Church, 
or oven to worse and wilder forms of here^, 
revails now at the court of our sovereign, who 
are not yield to her suffering clcrgy^tlie pro- 
tection she would gladly extoiiu to tlimi** 

‘ My lord, and reverend sir,’ said the knight, 

* I will gladly relievo you of my presence, while 
ye canvass this matter at your freedom ; and to 
speak truly, 1 am desirous to see in what case 
the chamberlain of my noble kinsman hath found 
my wardrobe, and how ho hath ] Acked the same, 
and whether it lias suffered from the journey. — 
There are four suits of as pure and elegant ^evice 
as ever the fancy of a fair lady doated upon, every 
one having a treble and appropriate change of ' 
ribbons, trimmings, and fringes, which, in case of 
need, may as it were renew each of them, and 
multiply the four into twelve. — Theresia also 
my sad-colourcd riding-suit, and three cut-work 
shirts with falling bands— I pray you, pardon 
me— 1 must needs see how mattora stand with 
them without further dallying.* 

Thus speaking, hli left the room ; and tbe sub- 
prior, looking J^ter him signiflcantlyi added, 

‘ Where the treasure is will the heart be also.’ 

’ Saint Mary preserve our wits ! said the 
abbot, stunned wdth tlm knight’s abundance of 
words ; ’ivere man's brains ever so stuffed with 
silk and broadcloth, cut-work, and 1 wot not 
what besides ? And what could move the Earl 
of Northumberland to« assumo for his boaoinr 
counsellor, in matters of death and danger, «aoh 
a feather-brained coxcomb as this ?* 

’ Had be been other than what he is, venerable* 
father,’ said the sub-prior, ’he hod oeeK/ less fltted 
for the part of scawffoat to which his ri^ht. 
honourame cousin had probably destined hi^ 
from the oomtoenoement, in case of thrir plot 
filing. 1 know something of this Fi^ie 
Shaftoti. Tlie lejAtimacy of ms mother’s desoent 
the Fiereie umily, the point on which he is 
most jealous, hath been called in qne»ti<to« ^ 
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limbrained ooutbm, and an outrageous spirit of 
gallantry^ can make good his pretensions to the 
nigh lineage he claims, these qualities have never 
been denied him. For the rest, he is one of the 
ruffling gallants of dho time, like Rowland Yorke, 
Stukely,* and others, who wear out their fortunes 
and endanger their lives in idle braveries, in order 
that they may be esteemed the only choice gallants 
of the time ; and afterwards endeavour to romir 
their estate, by engaging in the desperate plots 
and conspiracies whicii wiser heads have devised. 
To use one of his own conceited similitudes, such 
courageous fools resemble hawks, which the wiser 
conspirator keeps hooded and blinded on his wiist 
until the quarry is on the wing, and wiio are thou 
ilowii at them* 

'SaiTit MaryJ' said tlm abbot, 'ho were an 
evil guest to introduce inis our quiet household. 
Our young monks make bustle enough, and 
more than is beseeming God’s servants, about 
their outward attire already — this knight were 
enough to tuni their brains, from the wstiarius 
down to the very scullion boy.’ 

'A worse evil might follow,’ said the sub- 
prior ; ' in these bad days, the patrimony of the 
Church is bought anrl sold, forfeited and dis- 
tmined, as if it were the unhallowed soil ajqict- 
tainiiig to a secular baron. Think what penalty 
awaits us, wore we convicted of harbouring a 
rebel to her whom they call the Queen of 
England! There would neither bo W'anting 
Scottiidi parasiffls to beg the lands of the tound- 
atiou, \>r an aimy from England to burn and 
harry thp Halidomc. The men of Scotland ivcro 
onco Scotsmen, firm and united in their love of 
their country, and throwing every other con- 
sideration aside when the frontier was menaced 
— now they arc — ^what shall I call tlii'mt— the 
one part French, the other part English, con- 
sidering their dear native country merely as a 
prize-fighting stage, upon which foreigners aie 
welcome decide their quarrels.* 

' Benedicito ! * replied the abbot, ‘ they are 
indeed slippery and evil times.’ 

'And therefore,’ said Father Eustace, ‘we 
must walk warily— wo must not, for example, 
bring this man — this Sir Piercie Shafton, to our 
house of Saint Mary’s.* 

* But how then shall we dispose of him ? ’ 
replied the abbot; 'bethink thoe that ho is a 
sufferer for Holy Church’s sake — that his patron, 
the Earl of l!iorthumbcrlai^d, hath been our 
friend, and thi^t, lying so near us, be may work 
us weal or woe according as wo deal with his 
kinsman.’ • 

'And accordingly,* said the sub-prior, 'for 
these reasons, as well os for discharge of the 
great duty of Christian charity, I would protect 
' and relieve this man. Let him not go back to 
Julian A v%nel— that unconBcientious boron would 
not stick to plunder the exiled stran^r. — Let 
him remain here— the spot is secluded, and 
if the acooinmodation bo beneath his quality, 
tocovery will become the less likely. We will 
make such means for his convenience as we can 
devise.* 

*Will he be persuaded, thinkest thou T said 
tho abbot ; * I will leave mjf own travelling bed 


* Note G. Rowland Yotke and Spikely. 


for his repose^ and send up a suitable easy^ 
choir.’ 

' With such easements,* said the &ub-])rior» 

' he must not complain ; and then, if tlireatened 
by any sudden dan^, he can soon come dowu 
to tho sanctuary, where we will Itarbour him in 
societ until means can be devised of dismissing 
him in safety. ’ 

'Were we not better,’ said the abbot, 'semi 
him on to the court, and get rid of him at 
once ? ’ 

' Ay, but at the cxjiense of our friends— This. 
butU'rily may fold his wings and lie under cover 
in tho cold air of Glondcarg ; but were ho at 
Holy rood, he would, did his life depend on it, 
expand his Bi)angled drapery in the eyes of the- 
Queen and court. —Rather than fail of distiiio- 
tion, he w'ould sue for love to our gracious sove- 
reign — the eyes of all men would be upon him 
in the couise of three short days, and the inter- 
national poa (‘0 of tho two ends of the island 
endangered for a cieaturc, who, like a silly 
moth, cannot abstain from fluttering round a 
light.’ 

'Thou hast prevailed with mo, Father Eustace, ** 
said the abbot, 'and it will go hard but I iin- 
j>rove on thy plan — I will send up in secret, npt 
only household stufT, but wine and wassel-brcacl. 
There is a young svvankie here wdio shoots venisonr 
well. 1 will give him directions to see that the* 
knight lacks none.’ 

' Whatever accommodation he can have, wddoli 
infeis not a risk of discovery,’ said tho sub-prior, 
'it is our duty to afford him.’ 

'Nay,' siiid the abbot, *we will do more, and 
will instantly despatch a servant express to the 
kceiier of our revestiary to send us suoli things- 
as ho may want, even this night. See it doner, 
good father,* 

‘I will,’ answ’crcd Father Eustace; *bufc I 
hear tho gull clamorous for some one to truss his 
points, j* He will be fortunate if he lights on 
any one hoio who can do him the oflico of groom 
of the chamber. * 

'1 would he would appear,’ said tho abbot, 
'for hero comes the rofeetioner with tho colla- 
tion.— By my faith, the ride hath given mo a. 
sharp appetite ! ’ 


CHAPTER XVIL 

111 &eek for other aid — Spiiits, they say, 

Flit xound invisible, as thick as motes 
loanee in the sunbeam. If that spell 
Or necromancers sigil can compel them, 

Tiiey shall hold council with me. 

Jamps DupPr 

The reader’s attention must be recalled to>‘ 
Halliert Glcndinning, who had left the Tower of 
Glendoarg immediately after his quarrel with iia 
new guest, Sir Piercie Shafton. As he walked 
with a rapid pace up tho glen, old Martin fol- 
low^ed him, beseeching him to be less hasty* 


t The points were the etcings of cord oir ribbon 
called, b^anse pointed with metat like the toees nf 
women’s itaye) which attached the dou^ 

They were nutmos, wd reqninfd aiiefaMQe to ijw 
them Fropwly,wMtdkwft$ called • 
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*Hflibert/ said the old man, ‘you will never 
live to have white hair, if you take fire thus at 
<every spark of provocation/ 

‘Ana whv should I wish it, old man,' said 
Halbert, ‘ if 1 am to bo the butt that eveiy fool 
may aim a shaft of sc6rn against ? — What avails 
it, old man, that you yourself move, sleep, and 
wako, eat thy niggard meal, and repose on thy 
hard pallet ?— ”Why art thou so well pleased that 
the morning should rail thoo up to daily toil, 
And the evening again lay thee down a wearied- 
-out wretch ? were it not better sleep and wake 
no more, than to undergo this dull exchange of 
labour for insensibility, and of insensibility for 
labour ? * 

* God help me,* answered Martin, ‘ there may 
be ti’Uth in what thou sayest — but walk slower, 
for my old limbs cannot keep pace witli your 
young legs — ^walk slower, and 1 will tell you why 
age, though unlovely, is yet endurable.’ 

‘ Speak on, then,* said Halbert, slackening his 
pace, ‘but remember we must seek venison to 
refresh the fatigues of these holy men who will 
this moniing have achieved a journey of ten 
miles ; and if we reach not the Hrucksburii head, 
'WO are scarce like to see an antler/ 

‘Then know, my good Halbert,’ said Martin, 
'whom I love as my own son, that I am satisfied 
to live till death calls me, because my Maker 
wills lt« Ay, and although 1 spend wliat men 
call a hard life, pinched with cold in w'iuier 
And burnt with heat in summer, though 1 iecd 
liard and sleep hard, and am hold mean and 
<lo3pi80fl, yot 1 bethink me that, wore 1 of no 
use on the face of this fair creation, God would 
withdraw me from it/ 

‘Thau poor old man,’ said Halbert, ‘and can 
«uc]i a vain conceit as this of thy fancied use, 
reconcile thee to a world wheie thou playost so 
poor a part f * 

‘My part was nearly as poor,' said Martin, 
‘my person iieaily as much despised, the day 
that 1 «aved my mistress and iier child from 
j>erisliing in the wilderness/ 

‘Eight, Martin,’ answered Halbert; ‘there, 
indeed, thou didst W'hat mij^ht bo a sufiicient 
apology for a whole life of insignilicance/ 

‘ Aiul do you account it for nothing, Halbert, 
that I should have the i)ower of giving you a 
lesson pf patience, and submission to the des- 
tinies of Providence ? Mcthmks there is use for 
the grey hairs on the old scalp, were it but to 
instruct the greou head by precept and by 
cxamolc/ 

Halbert held down his face, and remainerl 
silent for a minute or two, and then resumed 
his discourse ; * Martin, seest thou aught changed 
in me of late 1 ' 

‘ Surely,* said Martin ' I have always known 
you hasty wild, and inconsiderate, rude, and 
prompt to speak at the volley and without re- 
lleotio^; but now, mothiulM, your bearing, 
without losing its natural fire, has something m 
it of force and dignity which it had not before. 
It seems as if you had fallen asleep a carle, and 
awakened a gentleman.’ 

‘Thou canst judge, then, nf noble bearing?* 
said Halbert. 

, ‘ Surely,’ answered Martiih * in some sort I 
*an ; for I hav^ travelled oonrt, and 


camp, and city, with my master, Walter Avenel, 
although he could do nothing for me in the 
long-run, but ^ve me room for two* score of 
sheep on the hiil-— and surely even now, while 
1 speak with you, 1 feel sensible that my lan- 
guage is more refined than it is my wont to 
use, and that-r-though 1 know not the reason 
—the rude northern dialect, so familiar to my 
tongue, has given place to ta more town-bred 
speech * 

‘And this change in thyself and me, thou 
canst by no means account for?’ said young 
Glondinning. 

‘ Change ! ' replied Martin ; ‘ by Our Lady, it is 
not so much a cnange which 1 feel, as a recalling 
and renewing sentiments and expressions «i'hioh 
I had some triirty years since, ere Tibb and 1 set 
up our humble nousi»hold. It is singular that 
your society should have this sort of influence 
over me, Halbert, and that 1 should never have 
ex]>erienced it ere now. * 

‘Thinkest thou,’ said Halbert, ‘thou seest in 
mo aught that can raise me from this base, low, 
despised state, into one where I may rank with 
those pioud men, who now despise my clownish 
poverty ? ’ 

Martin paused an instant, and then answered. 

‘ Doubtless you may, Halbert ; as broken a ship 
liAS come t'j land. Heard ye never of Hughie 
Dun, who left this Halidome some thirty -five 
years gone 4)y ^ A deliverly fellow was Hughie 
—could read and write like a <i)rie8t, and could 
wield brand and buckler with the hejt of the 
rwiers. I mind him— the like of him was never 
been in the Ilulidomo of Saint Maiy’s, and 
so was seen of the preferment that God sent 
him.’ 

‘And^whatwas that?’ said Halbert, his eyes 
sparkling with eagernessi. 

‘ Nothing less/ answered Martin, ‘than body- 
servant to the Archbishop of Saint Andrews 1 * 

Halbert’s countenance fell. — ‘ A servant— and 
to a priest ^ Was this all that knowledge and 
activity could raise him to ’ ’ 

Martin, in his turn, looked with wistful 
surprise in the* face of his ^oung fiiond. ' And 
to what could fortune lead him farther? * answered 
ho. ‘ The son of a Kirk-fcuar is not tlie stuff 
that lords and knights are ^nade of. Courage 
and school-craft cannot change churl’s blood into 
gentle blood, I trow. I have heard, forby, that 
Hughie Dun left a good five hundred piinds ot 
Scots money to hie only daughl^er, and that she 
married the Bailie of Pittenweem.* 

At this moment, and wfiile Halbert was embar- 
rassed with devising a suitable answer, a deer 
boimdod across their path. In an iifofont the 
cross-bow was at the youth’s shoulder, the belt 
whistled, and the deer, after giving one bound 
upright, dropped dead on the grcenstimrd. 

‘’There lies the venison dS: dame wanted,' 
said Martin ; ‘ who would have thought of an 
out -lying stag being so low dowiPth^ glen at 
this season ?-^And it is a hart of gi'eaae, too, in 
full season, and three inches of fat on the brisket* 
Now this is all your luck, Halbert, that follows 
you, go where you like. Were you to put in for 
It, 1 would warrant you were made one of the 
abbot's yeoman^ pricKei'S, and ride about in a 
piirple doublet aapold as the best* 
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' Tusby man,’ answered Halbert, * I will serve 
the Queen, or no one. Take thou care to have 
down the venison to l^e tower, since they expect 
it. I will on to the moss. 1 have two or three 
biid-bolts at my mrdle, and it may be 1 shall 
find wild-fowl.’ 

He hastened his pace and was soon out of 
sight. Martin paused for a moment, and looked 
after him. *Thor^ goes the making of a right 
pliant stripling, an ambition liavo not the spoil- 
ing of him. — Serve the Queen 1 said he. ]5y my 
faith, and she hath worse servants, from all that 
I e’er heard of him. And wlicrcforo should ho 
not keep a high head ? They that etlle to the 
top of the ladder u ill at Icasf get up some rounds. 
They^hat mint* at a goun of gold will always 
got a sleeve of it.^ But eome, sir ’ (addressing the 
atag), * you shall go to (Jlcit^learg on my two legs 
aomewhat more slowly than you wcj'c frisking 
it even now on your own four nimble shanks 
Nay, by my faith, if you bo so heavy, 1 will 
content mo with the best of you, and that’s the 
haunch and the nomblcs, and o’en heave ii]) the 
'rest on the old oak-trcc yonder, and come back 
for it with one of the yauds.' t 

While Martin leturned to (llcndeaTg with the 
venison, Ilalbcrt i)rosccuted his walk, bujjithiiig 
more easily since he w'aa Iroe ot his companion. 
‘The domeatieof a proud and lazy priest— body- 
sc^uiro to the Archbishop of Saint Andrews,* he 
repeated to himself ; ‘ and this, wdlh the jjrivilego 
of allying his biood w'ith the Bailie ot I’jtten- 
woem, u thought a prefoimeiit w’orth a bravo 
man struggling for;— nay moio, a i)rcformcut 
which, if allowed, should crown the hopes past, 
'Orosent, and to come, of the sou of a Kiik-vassal ! 
By Heaven, but that I find in me a reluctance to 
practise their acts of noctiirjial rapine,^! would 
rather take the jack and lauco, and join with 
the Border-rideis.— Something I will do. Here, 
<lograded and dishonoured, I wdll not live the 
sconi of eagdi wli idling stranger from the South, 
because, forsooth, he wears tinkling s[)urs on a 
tawny boot. This thing — tins idiaiitoiii, be it 
what it will, I will sec it once more. Since I 
spoke with her, and touelicd her liand, thoughts 
and feelings have dawned on mo, of which my 
former life liad not <’ven di earned ; but shall I, 
who feel my fiithcr's glen Loo narrow' for my 
expanding spirit, brook to be boaidod in it by 
this gow'f^w of a courtier, taiid in the sight too 
of Mary Avcnel ? I will not stoop to it, by 
Heaven I ’ • 

As he spokt thus, be ai-rived in the so(]uesierod 
glen of Corri iiaii Shian, ns it \cigcd upon the 
hour of noon. A fcAV munKiius be remained 
looking upon the fountain, and <{()ubtiijg in bis 
own mind with what countenance the White 
Lady might receive liim. She bad not indeed 
expressly dbrbiddcii his again evoking her ; but 
yet there was something like such a prohibition 
implied in the fartwvell, whieh recommended him 
to wait dholher guide. 

Halbert Gleudinning did not long, however, 
allow himself to pause. Hardiliood was the 
natural oharacteristio of his mind ; and, under 
the expansion and moditlcation wdiicli his feelings 


* at. 
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had lately underp^ne, it had been augmented 
rather than diminished. He diniw his sword, 
undid the buskin from his foot, bowed three 
times with deliberation towai'ds the fountain, 
and as often towards the tree, and repeated the 
same rhyme as formerly : 

* Thrice to the holly brake— 

'rhrice to the well : — 

1 bid thee awake, 

"White Maid of Avcnel I 

« NiK»n gleams on the lake— * 

Noon glows on the fell - 
Wake thee, O w.ikr, 

White Maid of Avend ! ’ 

His eye was on Iho holly bush as lie spoke the 
last line ; and it wasnot willioul an involuntary 
shuddering that lie saw the air bctwi.\t his eye 
and that object become \nore dim, and condense, 
as it were, into the faint ajnieaiance of a lonn, 
through which, bow ever, so tliiu and transparent 
was tlio first appearance of ibo pbantoui, ho 
could discern tlio outline of th(‘ biisli, as through 
a veil of fine crape. But gradually it darkened 
into a more suostanlial apjicarauec, and the 
White Lady stood before him with disiiJeastiro 
on her brow'. She sjioke, and her sj)cech was 
still song, or rather measured chant ; Imt, as if 
now more familiar, it flowed occasionally in 
modulated blank - verse, and at other times in 
the lyrical measure which she had used at their 
foimer meeting : 

‘This is the day when the f.iirv kind 

Sit weeping aloni* for tlieir IilikUss lot, 

And the wood-maiden sighs to the sighing wind, 

And the mehnaiden weeps in hti giot : 

For t^iis is the day that a deed was wioufjhl, 

In whirli we have neither p.ut nor share, 

Foi the children of clay was salvation bought, 

Ut.l not for the foi ms of .sea or air I 

Ami ever the moitnl is most fuilntn, 

Who nieotcth our lacc on the Fiiday morn.* 

‘Spirit,’ said ITalheit Gleudinning boldly, 
‘ ii is bootless to threaten one vn ho liohls ins 
life at no rate. Thine angi*r eaii Imt slay ; nor 
do 1 think thy ])owor evtdulcth, or tliy will 
stretcheth, so lar. The terrons wliidi your jaie 
iniducc upon others, arc vain against mo. Aly 
icart is haidcued aguiiivst fear, as by a sense of 
despair. If 1 am, as tliy v\ortl.s iuJer, of a raco 
more jieculiarly the taie of llcvivcn than tliine, it 
i.s mine to call, it must ho Lhino to answer. 1 
am the nobler being.* 

As bo s]K>ko, the ligure looked upon him with 
a lierce and ireful countciiam e, whieh, without 
losing the similitude of that wliicli it usually 
exhibited, had a wilder and more exaggoroied 
cast of featiues. The eyes seemed to contract 
and l)ocomo more licry, and slight convulsions 
pa.ssed over the face, as if it was about to bo 
transformed into something liidcous. The whole 
ap})earanco resembled those faces which the iina* 
gination summons up when it is disturbed by 
laudanum, but which do not remain under tha 
visionary’s command, and, beautiful in their 
fust appearance, become wild and grotesque ore 
w'e can arrest them. * 

But when Halbert had concluded his bold 
speech, the Whit# Lady stood before him with 
the same pale, fixed, and melanoholy aspect 
which she usnallv bore* He had exp^ted 
agitation which m exhibited would oondude 
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mmo frighifal m€tamornliDBUi. Folding her 
iiymiB ou her bosom, the phantom replied ; 

* paring youth I for thee it i» well, 

Here calling me in haunted dell, 

That thy heart hav not quail'd. 

Nor thy courage fail'd, 

And that thou couldst brook 



Did one limb shiver, 

Or an eyelid qutver. 

Thou wert lost for ever. 

Tliough I am form'd from ihc ether blue. 

And my blood is of the unfalien tlew, 

And thou art framed of mud and dust, 

‘Tis thine to speak, reply 1 must ' 

•I demand of tliec, then/ said the youth, *by 
What charm it is that 1 am thus altered in mind 
and in wishes— that I think no longer of doer or 
dqg, of bow or bolt — that my soul spurns the 
bounds of this obscure glen — ^that my blood boils 
at an in‘.ult from one by whose stirrup 1 would 
ftomo days since have run for a. whole summer’s 
morn, contented and honoured by the notice of a 
single woid ? Why do I now seek to mote mo 
with princes, and knights, and nobles ^ — Am I the 
same, who but yesterday, as it were, slumbered 
in contented obscurity, but who am to-day 
awakened to glory and ambition ? — Sj>cak — ^tell 
me, if thou canst, the meaning of this change. 
— Am 1 spell-bound ’—or have I till now been 
under the influence of a spell, that 1 feel as 
another being, yet am conscious of remaining tlio 
same ? Speak and tell me, is it to thy influence 
that the change is owing ’ * 

The White Lady replied : 

* A mightier wirard far than I 

Wields o’er the universe his power} 

Him owns the eagle in the sky, 

The turtle in the bower. 

Changeful in shape, yet mightiest still, 

He wields the heart of man at will. 

From ill to good, from good to ill, 

In cot and castle>to\^ci.' 

* Speak not thus darkly, ’said the youth, colour- 
ing so deeply, that face, neck, and hands were 
in a sanguine glow ; ‘ make mo sensible of thy 
puTOose.^ 

Tno spirit answered ; 

* Ask thy heart, whose secret cell 
Is fill'd with Mary Avencl ! — 

Ask thy pride, why scornful look 
In Marys view it will not brook 
Ask it, why thou scek'st to nse 
Among the mighty and the wise ’ - 
Why thou spurn'st thy lowly lot 
Why thy pastimes arp fiirgot’— 

Why thou wouldst in blowy strife 
Mend thy luck or lose tliy life’— 

Ask thy heart, and it shall tell. 

Sighing from its secret cell, 

'Txs for Mary Avenel.’ 

•Tell me, then,’ said Hall)ert, his cheek still 
deeply crimsoned, ‘thou who hast said to mo 
that which I dai*^ not say to myself, by what 
means shall I urge my i>assion— by what means 
make it known ? * 

Tlie White Lady replied ; 

* Do not abk me ; 

On doubts like these thou canst not teak me. 

We only see the passing show 
Of btiman joasston'i* ebb and flow } 

And view toe pageant’s idle glance 
morcaU eye the northern dance, 

When thousand streamers, flatihiog bright, 

^leer it o'er the brow ot nij^t. 

nwfh their chapceful 
hkftuenee fm £eir hStamT 


^Yet thine own fate,* replied IHalbert, ‘tinless 
men greatly etT, is linked mh that of mortals V 
The phantom answered t 

* ^ ties mysterious link'd, our fated race 
Holds strange connection inrith the sons of men. 
The star that rose upon the Houge of AveaeU 
When Norman Ulnc first assumed the name. 

That star, when culminating in its orbit, 

Shot from its sphere a drop of diamond dew. 

And this bright font received it — and a Spiiu 
Rose from tlie fountain, ana her date of fife 
Hath co-existence with the House of AvencU 
And with the star that lules it.' 

‘Speak yet more plainly,’ answered young 
Glenuiuuiiig ; ‘ of this 1 can understand nothing. 
Say, what hath forged thy weirded* link of 
destiny with the House of Ayenel ? Say especir 
ally, what fate now overhangs that housif ? ’ 

The White Lady replied : • 

• Look on my girdlc-^on this tliread of gold — 

'Tis fine us web of lightest gobsamer, 

And, but there i'* a spell oii t, would not hind, 
liio-ht ub they arc, the folds of my thin rolie 
But when 'twas donn d, it was a massive rhoui, 

Such as might hind the champion of the Jews, 

Kven when hi>> looks were longest— it hath dwindled. 
Hath minish’d in its substance and its strength. 

As sunk the gic-itncss of the House of Awnel 
When thii frail thread mves way, 1 to the elements 
Resign the principles of lift they lent me 
Ask me no inoie of this!— the siais forbid it.' 

‘Then canst thou read the stars,' answered 
the youth ; ‘ and mayst tell me the fate of my 
passion, it thou canst not aid it ? ’ 

Tlie White Lady again rcpl^d : 

*Dim bums the once bright star of Avenel^ 

Dim as the bcaioii wlicn the mom h nigi. 

And the oer-weaiied warder leaves the lighthouse; 
Iherc IS nn influence sorrovrful and fearful, 

That dogs its downward course. Disastrous passion. 
Fierce hale and rivalry, are in the asjjieLt 
That lowtis upon its fortunes ’ 

* And rivalry ’ ' repeated Oleudinning ; ‘ it is, 
tlicii, as I fcaied Hut shall tliat Kutpish silk- 
w'orni pipsuine to beard ino in my father’s house, 
and in tlie ])iesciico of Maiy Aveney— Give mo 
to meet him, spirit — give me to do away tlie vain 
distinction of rank on which he refuses me the- 
combat. Place us on c(][ual aii^ gleam 

tlio bUrs with what aspect they will, the sword 
of my fatlior sliall control their influences.’ 

She an&WTred as promptly as before ; 

' Complain not of me, child of clay, 

If to thy harm I yiebl the way. 

Wc, who soar thy sphere abase, 

Know not aught of bate or love ; 

As will or wisdom rules thy mood, 

My gifts CO evil turn, or good.' 

•Give me to redeem my honour,' said Halbert 
Glendinning— ‘give me, to retort on my proud 
rival the insults he lias throwii on me, and let 
the rest faro as it will. If I cannot rfivengo my 
wrong, I shall sleex> niii^t, and know nought of 
my disgrace.’ 

The phantom failed not to reply :• 

* When Piercie Shafton boasteth high, 

I^t this token meet his cya. 

The sun is westering from tWe delJ. 

Thy wish is granted— &re thee welll* 

As the White Lady spoke or chanted these 
words, she undid from her looks a silver bodkiih 
arodhd which they were twisted, and gave it to 
Halbert Glendinning; then shaking net dis- 
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* fated. 
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heralled li»ir till it fell like a Teil aroan4 Imt, 
the outlines of her form gradually became as 
diffuse as her flowing tresses, her countenance 
^ew pale as the moon in her first quarter, her 
features became mdl|tinguishabW, and she melted 
into the air. 

Habit inures us to wonders ; but tho youth 
did not find himself alone by tho fountain with- 
out experiencing, though in a much loss degree, 
the revulsion of &]>irits which ho had felt upon 
tlie phantom’s former disappearance. A doubt 
'strongly pressed upon his mmd, whether it weie 
safe to avail himself of tho gilts of a spirit wliich 
did not even protend to belong to tlie class of 
angels, and might, for auglit he knew, have a 
much ^01 se lineage than that which she was 
pleased to avow.^ * I will speak of it,’ he said, 
‘to Edward, wlio is cleiiyy learned, and will 
toll me what 1 should do. And y et, no — Edwai d 
is sciupulous and wary. — I wdll ])rove the effect 
of her gift on Sir Pieroio Shaftgn if ho again 
braves me, and by tho issue, I uill Im* myself a 
8U$cient judge whether thei’o is danger in resort- 
ing to her counsel. Home, then, home — and we 
shall soon learn whether that home shall longer 
hold me ; for not again will I biook insult, with 
my father's swoid by my side, and Mary for the 
spectator of my disgrace.’ 


CIMPTER XVm. 

I mve thee eighteenpcnce a day, * 

And my bow shalt thou iMsar, 

And over all the north countiy, 

I make thee the chief rydere. 

And I thirteenpence a-day, quoth the queen. 

By Clod and by my faye, 

Come fetch thy payment when thou wRt, 

No man shall say thee nay 

William of Cloudfsley. • 

The manners of the age did not permit the 
inhabitants of Glcndeaig to ]iaitako of tho 
collation w’hioh was placed in the spenco of 
that aneiont iK>wer, before the lonl abbot and 
his attendants, and Sir Piercie Shafton. Danic 
Glcndinning was excluded both by infer ioiity 
of rank and bv sex, for (though it was a lule 
often ueglectea) the Superior of Saint Mary’s 
was debarred from taking his meals in female 
society. To Mary Aveueb tho latter, and to 
Edward Qlendiuumg the former incapacity at- 
tached ; but it pleased his Icfrdship to rcq[uue 
their presence in the apartment, and to say 
sundry kind words to them u)ion tho rea% and 
hospitable reception wliich they had ofiorded 
him. i 

The smoking haunch now>^ stood upon tho 
table; a napkin, white as snow, was, with duo 
reverence, tucked under the chin of the abbot 
by tbe refectioner ; and nought was wanting to 
commence tlie repast, save tlie presence of Sir 
Piereie Shaftfin, who at length appeared, glitter- 
ing like the sun, in a carnation velvet doublet, 
slashed and puffed out with cloth of silver, his 
hat of the newest block, surrounded by a hat- 
band of goldsmitli’s work, while around his 
neck hd wore a collar of |^ld, set %ith nibies 
and topazes so rich, that vindicated his 
anxiety for the safety cfi his baggage from 


being founded upon his love nf mere finery. 
This gorgeous coDor or chain, resembling those 
WU171 by tho knights of tho hipest o^evs of 
chivalry, fell down oA his breast and teamiuaUd 
in a medallion. 

‘ We waited for Sir Piereie Shafton,’ said the 
abbot, hastily assuming his place in the great 
chair, which the kitchener advancted to the 
table with ready hand. 

‘ 1 pray your pardon, reverend father, and my 

f ood lord,’ replied that })mk of courtesy; ‘1 did 
ut wait to cast my riding slough, and to trans- 
mew myself into some civil form nieeter for this 
worshipful company.’ 

‘1 cannot but praise your gallantry. Sir 
Knight,’ said tho alOiot, ‘and your prudonoc, 
also, for choosnig the fitting time to appm 
thus adotned. ('ertob, had that goodly chain 
been visible in some ]>art of your Jale xirogicss, 
there was lisk that tho lawful owner might 
have parted conijiaiiy tlierewith.’ 

‘This chaii), said your rcveioucc?* an«iWored 
Sir Piereie ; ‘ surely it is but a toy, a trifle, a 
slight thing, which shows but pooily with this 
doublet— many, wlien I wear that of the murrey- 
coloured double -piled Genoa vehet, puffed out 
with cypnis, the gems, bciug relieved and sot off* 
by the daiker and more grave ground of the 
stuff, show like stars giving a lustre thiough 
dark clouds.’ 

‘I nothing doubt it,’ said the abbot, ‘but I 
pray you to sit down at tho board.’ 

But Sir I’iereic had now got into his element, 
and was not easily intenupted. — ‘1 own,’ he 
continued, ‘ that, slight as the toy is, it might 
perchance have had some captivation for Julian 
— Santa Maria ’ ’ said he, iiitcrmpting himself ; 
‘wdiat was I about to say, and niy fail and 
beauteous Protection, oi bliall 1 rather tcim her 
my Discretion, here in prebonce ! — Indiscreet 
hath it been in your Affability, 0 most lovely 
Discrotion, to suftcr a stray word to litivc broke 
out of the x>cnfold of his mouth, that might 
oveileap tho fence of civility, and trespass on 
the manor of dccoi’um.’ 

‘Many!’ said Gio abbot, somcwdiat im- 
patiently, ‘ the greatest discretion tlrnt I (w see 
in the matter ib, to cat our victuals, Is^iug hot. 
— Father Eustace, say the Beucdicite, ami cut 
up the hauucli.’ 

The sub'piior readily obeyed tho first part 
of the abbot’s injunction, but paused upon the 
second. —‘It is Friday, most reverend,* ne said 
in Latin, desirous that the hint should escape, 
if possible, the ears of the stranger. 

‘We aie tiavcllors,’ said the abbot in reply, 
‘and vuUoribus Ucitum cst, — You know the 
canon— a tiavellcr must oat what food h|B hard 
fate sets befoio him. 1 grant you all a dispensa- 
tion to cat flesh this day, coiiditiotially that 
you, brethren, say tbe Coiihteor at curfew time, 
tliat the knight give aXms to his ability, and 
that all and each of you fast from fla^ on such 
day within the next month tliat shall seem most 
convenient ; wherefore fall to and eat your food 
with cheoiful countenances, and you, Father 
fbetioner, da rkisdiu** 

While the abbot was thus stating the ooudi- 
tions on which his indulgence was grafted, he 
had already half finished a slice af 
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httimoli, and now washed it down with a flagon 
of Bbanish, modestly tempered with water. 

* Well is it said,* he observed, as he required 
from the refectioner another slice, ' that virtue 
is its own reward ^ for though this is but humble 
fare, and hastily prepared, and oaten in a poor 
chamber, I do not reraombor me of haying had 
suoh an appetite since 1 was a simple brother 
in the Abbey of Duudrennan, and was wont to 
labour in tbe garden from moniiug until nones, 
wheh our abbot struck the Cymbal um. Then 
would I enter keen with hunger, ]>arched with 
thirst (da mihi vinam qumOy et mcrum and 
partake with appetite of whatever was set before 
us, aooording to our rule ; feast or fast -day, 
caritas or pteniterUlay was tbe same to me. 1 
had no utomacli complaints then, which now 
crave both the aid of wine and choice cookery, 
to render my food acceptable to my palate, and 
easy of digestion.* 

* It may be, holy father,* said the suh-prior, 
*au ooeosioiial ride to the cvtremity of Saint 
Mary's patrimony may have the same happy 
effect on your health as the air of the garden 
at Dundreunan.* 

‘Perchance, with our Patroness’s blessing, 
such progresses may advantage us,* said the 
abbot ; ‘ having an especial eye that our venison 
is carefully killed by some woodsman that is 
master of his craft.* 

‘ If the lord abbot will permit me,* said tho 
kitchener, ‘ I think the beat way to assure his 
lordship on that important point, would be to 
retain as a yeoman -pricker, or deputy -ranger, 
tho eldest son of this good woman, Dame (Ueii- 
diuniiig, who is hero to wait upon us. 1 should 
know by mine office what belongs to killing of 
game, and I can safely pronounce, that never 
saw I, or any other coquinarius, a bolt so justly I 
shot. It has cloven the very heart of the buck.* I 

‘What sjieak you to us of one good shot, 
father ? ’ said Sir Piorcie ; ‘ I would advise you 
that such no more inakcth a shooter, than dotli 
one swallow make a summer. — I have seen this 
springald of whom you speak, and if liia hand 
can send forth his shafts as boldly as liis tongue 
doth utter presumptuous s])eeches, I will own 
liim as good an archer as Robin Hood.* 

‘Marry,* said the abbot, ‘and it is fitting we 
know tho truth of this matter from tlio damo 
herself ; for ill-advised were we to give way to 
any rashness in this matter, whcieby the bounties 
whicli Heaven and our Patroness provide miglit 
be unskilfully mangled, and rendered unfit for 
worthy men’s use. —Stand forth, therefore. Dame 
(llcndiniiiug, and tell to us, as thy liege lord 
and spiritual Superior, using plaiimoss and truth, 
without citlver fear or favour, as being a matter 
wherein we arc deeply interested, Doth this son 
of thiil6 use his how as well as the father 
kitchener avers to us ? * 

‘So plonso your noble fatherhood,* answered 
Dame Olondimiing, with a deep curtsey, ‘I 
should know sqmewhat of archery to my cost, 
seeing my hlpband — God assoilzie him T— iSlas 
slain iu tho field of FinMe with an arrow-shot^ i 
while ho was fighting unider the Kirk's bannet, 
i as became a liogo vassal of the Halidomo. Ho 
WAS a valiant man, please your revaronoeh «nd 
, an honest ; and. savinc that ho Idved a bit of 


venison, and shifted for his living at a time he 
Border-men will sometimes do, I wot not of sin 
that ho did. And yet, though I have j^d for 
mass after pia^s to the matter of a forty mulling^ 
bosides a quarter of wheat and four firlots of lye, 
I can have no assurance yet that he has been 
delivered from purgatory.* 

‘Dame,* said tbe lord abbot, ‘this shall be 
looked into heedfully ; and since tby husband 
foil, as thou sayest, iu the Kirk’s quarrel, and 
under her banner, rely upon it that we v^ill have 
him out of purgatory forthwith— that is, alvrays 
provided he be there.*— But it is not of thy 
niisbaiid w*hom we now devise to speak, but of 
thy son , not ot a shot Scotsman, but of a shot 
deer. Whorefoie, I say, answer mo to tlie twint, 
is thy son a practis(^d archer, .ay or no ? * 

‘Alack » my reverend lord,’ replied tho widow, 

' and Illy croit would be better tilled if I could 
answer your reveiciice that ho is not. — Practised 
aicher ! —marry, holy sir, I would he would 
practise something else — cross-bow and long- 
t)ow, hand-gun ami hackbut, falconet and sakor, 
he can shoot with them all. And if it would 
please this right honourable gentleman, onr 
guest, to hold out his hat at the distaiioo of a 
Jmndicd yaids, our Hal belt sliall send shaft, 
bolt, 01 bullet through it (so that right honour- 
able genii Oman swerve not, but hold out steady), 
and J will foifeit a ijiiarter of barley if ho touch 
but a knot of his i ibands. I have scon our old 
Mai tin do as much, and so ha#our lighl reverend 
tlu^sub-prior, if he bo pleased to remiirnbor it/ 

‘ I am not like to foiget it, dame,* said Father 
Eustace ; ‘for I knew not which most to admire, 

[ tho composure of the young marksman, or tho 
steadiness of the old inaik. Yet I presume not to 
odvisosSir Pieicio Shaftou to subject his valuable 
beaver, and yet moie valuable ])orson, to snob a 
risk, unless it should bo his own special pleasure/ 

‘ lie assured it is not,’ said Sir riercie Shafton, 
soinetbiiig liastily ; ‘be well assured^ holy fatlior, 
that it IS not. I dis])iite not tho lad’s qualities, 
tor w'hieh your reveieiico vouches. lJut oow's ate 
but wood, strings aic but llax, or the silk-worm 
oxcieincnt at best ; aicbers are but men, fingers 
may s1i]>, eyes may dazzle, tho blindest may hit 
the butt, tho best maiker may shoot a bow's 
length beside. Therclorc wdll vra try no perilous 
ex|H‘rinjents/ 

‘Be that as you will, * Sir Picreio/ said tho 
abbot ; * meantime w-e will naiqo this youth bow- 
bcaier iu tho foiest gi anted to tis by good King 
I)a\id, that the chase might recreate our w’oarie<l 
sjnrits, the flesh of tlvp doer improve our poor 
commons, and the hides cover tlia books of our 
lilirary ; thus tending at once to the sualciiance 
of body and soul.* 

* Kneel down, woman, kneel down,^ said the 
refectioner and tho kitchener, within© voice, to 
Dame Glcndiniiiiig, ‘ and kiss his lordship's hand, 
for the grace wliich ho has granted to thy son.' 

Tliey then, as if the^ had oeen dianting 
the service and tho responses, set off in a sort 
of duetto, enumerating^ the f|dvantage8 of the 
situation. {t 

V ‘ ^gi'oen gown imd a pair of leathern 
gasl^ms every Pentecost,* said the kitol^M** , 

'^Fonr marks bv the year at 
answered the rofecnoner. 
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^ An hogsliead of alo at Martlemas, of the double 
atrike, and single ale at pleasure, as he shall 
agree with the cellfcrer*— 

* Who is a reasonable man,* said the abbot, 
*and will epcourage an activo servant of the 
convent.’ 


* A mess of broth and a dole of mutton or l)eef, 
at the kitchener’s, oju each high holiday,’ resumed 
the kitchener* 

‘ The gang of two cows and a palfrey on Our 
Lady’s meadow,* answered his brother officer 

* An ox-hide to makehuskins of yearly, because 
of the brambles,’ echoed the kitchener. 

‘ And various other perquisites, gticr move prm- 
scribef}f Iqngumf* said the abbot, summing, with 
his own lordly voice, the advautoges attached to 
the office of conv^tual bo^^-bearer. 

Dame Gleiidinning was Jll this while on her 
knees, her head mechanically turning from the 
one Church officer to the other, wdiich, os they 
stood one on each side of lier, had mucli *the ap- 
pearance of a figure worked by clock-work, aud so 
soon as they were silent, most devoutly did she 
kiM the munificent hand of the abbot. Con- 
soiouB, however, of Halbert's intractability in 
some points, she could not help qualifying her 
grateful and reiterated thanks for the abbot’s 
bountiful proffer, with a hope that Halbert would 
see his wisdom, and acce])l of it. 

*Ho\v,’ said the abbot, bonding his brows, 
•accept of it?-aWomaii, is tliy sou in his light 
witsl’V 

Elspetn, stunned by the tone in which this 
question was asked, was altogether unable to rejdy 
to it. Indeed, any answer she might have made 
could hardly have boon heard, as it pleased the 
two office-bearers of the abbot’s table again to 
recommence their alternate dialogue. 

* Refuse ! ’ said the kitchener. 


•Refuse!’ answered the lefectionoi, echoing 
the other’* w'ord in a tone of still louder astonibli- 

‘ Refuse four marks by the year ! ’ said the one, 

* Ale and beer— broth and mutton —cows’ glass 
and palfrey’s » * shouted the kitchener. 

* Gown and galligaskins I ’ responded the rc- 
Ifictioner. 

* A moment's patience, my brethren,’ answ cred 
the shb-prior, ‘ and lot us not be thus astonished 
before cause {s afforded of cur amazement. This 
good dame Ijest knowest the temper and sjnrit of 
nor son — this much I can saj, that it licdi not 
towards letters or learning, of which I have in 
vain endeavoured to instil into liirii some tincture. 
Keverthelees, he is a youth of no common spirit, 
but much like those (in my w’oak judgiLont) 
whom God raisea up among a people w'hon ho 
xneanoth that tbeir dclivcranco shall be wrouglit 
out with ftrength of hand and valour of heart. 
Such men we have soon marked by aw'aywardness, 
and even an obstinacy of character, which hath 
appeared iiffcraotabilit^ and stupidity to those 
among whom they*^calked and were conversant, 
tmtil the Y&j opportunity hath arrived in which 
it was the will Pwidence that they should be 
the fitting instrumeift of great things,’ 

•Now, in good time hast thou apokeil', Father 
Ettotace,* said the abbot ; •and we will see this 
swankie before we decide upon the means of ein- 
{doying him.— How say you, Sir Pierde Shafbonj 


is it not the court fashion to suit the man to the 
office, and not the office to the man ? ' 

* So please your reverence and lordship,* an- 
swered the Northumlirian knight, • I do partly, 
that is, in some sort, Bubscsioe to what your 
wisdom hath delivered* — Nevertheless, under 
reverence of the sub-prior, we do not look for 
gallant leaders and national deliverers in the 
hovels of the mean common peojde. Credit me, 
that if there be some flashes of martial spirit 
about tins young }K>rson, wdiicli I am not Called 
u]K)ii to dispute (though 1 have seldom seen that 
presumption and an'ogance w'ere made good upon 
the ii])shot by deed and action), yet still these 
w ill ])rovc insufficient to distinguish him, save in 
his own limited and lowly sphere — even as the 
glow-worm, whicli makes a goodly sliow among 
the grass of the field, would be of little avail if 
deposited in a beacon -grate.’ 

‘Now in good time,’ said the sub-pnor, ‘and 
hero comes the young ^ huntsman to speak for 
himself;’ for, being pla(‘cd opposite to the 
window, he could observe Halbert as he ascended 
the little mound on which the tower was situ- 
ated. 

‘Summon him to our presence,* said the lord 
abbot ; and with an obedient slari tlie two 
attendant monks went off w'ith emulous alertness. 
Daino Glendinning sprung away at the same 
monicut, paitly to gain an instant to roc^ommend 
ohcdienee to her son, partly to ])ievail wutli him 
to c}iang(^ })is apparel before coming in presence 
of the abbot, but tlio kitchener and rcfectioner, 
both B 2 )cakiug at once, had already seized each 
an arm, and were loading Halbert in iriiimpli 
into the apartment, so that she could oiuy 
ejaculate, ‘ilis will ho done ; hut an he hod but 
had on him his Sunday’s hose I ' 

Limited and humble as this desire, was, the 
fates did not grant it, for Halbert Glendinning 
was hurried into the iiresenco of the loid abbot 
and his party without a word of explanation, and 
without a moment’s time being allowed to assume 
his holyday hose, which, in the language of the 
time, imidiod both biccelies and stockings. 

Yet, tiiough thus suddenly presented amid 
the centre of all eyes, there w'as something in 
Hall)ei’t’s appearance which commanded a certain 
degree of respect fiom the com]>any into which 
he was so unceremoirioiisly intruded, and the 
m’catcr uart of whom were disposed to consider 
him witli hauteur if not w’ilh aosolute contempt. 
But his ap 2 )eaiance aud recejition we must devote 
to another cliajiter. 


CHAPTER XIX, 

Now choose thee, gallsint, betwixt wealth and honours* 
There lies the pelf, in sum to bear thee through 
The dance of youth, apd the turmoil of nianho^, 

Yet leave enough for age's chimney-corner ; 

But an thou grasp to it, farewell ambition, 

Farewell each hope of betteringf thy condition, 

And raising thy low rank above Ae churls 
That till thf^ earthier bread. 

Old Play. 

It ia neoeaaaft to dwell tor aome brief aMoe 0|a 
the appearanee and demeanour of young Qiendfii* 
sing, an w« praoeed to deacribe Ua 
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wi^ tlM) Abbot of Saint Mary's at this momentous 
misis of his life. 

&1 Wt was now about nitieteeu years bld| tall 
ttsd active rather than strong, yet of that hardy 
conformation of limb and sinew, which promises 
great strength when the growth shall he com- 
plete, and the t^tem ooniirmed. He was per- 
feotly well made, and, like most men who have 
that advantage, possessed a grace and natural 
ease of manner and carriage, which prevented his 
height from being the distinguished part of his 
external appearance. It was not until yon had 
compared his stature with that of those amongst or 
near to whom he stood, that you became sensible 
that the young Glendinning was upwards of six 
feet high* In the oombinatioii of unusual height 
with perfect symmetry, ease, and grace of carnage, 
the young heir of Glendearg, uotu ithstaiiding liis 
rustic birth and education, nod greatly the advan^ 
tage even of Sir Piercio Shafton Idmself, whoso 
stature was lower, and his limbs, though there 
was no particular point to object to, were on the 
whole less exactly proportioned. On the other 
liand, Sir Piercie'^s very handsome countenance 
■afforded him as decided an advantage over the 
Scotsman, as regularity of features and hiillianc'e 
of complexion could give over traits which weie 
rather strongly marked than beautiful, and U 2 >on 
whose complexion the 'skyey influences,’ to which 
he was constantly exposed, had blended the red 
and white into the puiely nut-biwn hue, which 
coloured alike cheeks, neck, and forehead, and 
blushed only in a darker glow upon the former. 
-^Halbert’s eyes supplied a marked and distin- 
ffuished part of his physiognomy. They wore 
Jilrge and of a hazel colour, and sjiarkled in 
moments of animation with such uncotnmou 
brilliancy, that it seemed as if they actually 
emitted light. Nature had closely curled the 
looks of dark^brown hair, which relieved and set 
off the features, such os we have described them, 
displaying a bold and animated disposition, much 
more than might have been exjiooted from his 
.^tuation, or from his previous manners, which 
hitlieito had seemed bashful, homely, and 
awkward. 

Halbert’s dress was certainly not of that de^ 
acription which sets off to the best advantage a 
presence of itself prepossessing. His jerkin and 
nose were of coarse rustic cloth, and his cap of 
the same. A belt round his waist served at once 
to sustain the broadsword whicb we have already 
mentioned, and to hold five or six arrows and 
bird-bolts, which woi'e stuck into it on the right 
side, along with a largo knife hilted with buck- 
horn, or, os it was then called, a dudgeon-dagger. 
To complete his dress, we must notice his loose 
buskins of d6er*8-hide, fonnod so as to draw up 
on the leg as high as the knee, or at pleasure to 
be thrust down lower than the calves. Those 
were generally used at the period by such as 
either liad their principal ^occupation, or their 
chief pleasure, in sylvan sports, as they served to 
protect the legs a^nst the rough and tangled 
thickets into which the pursuit of game frequently 
led tbem*-^And these trifling particulars com- 
plete his external appearance* 

^ It is net se eeey to do jiistioe to the maimer 
rnwhieh young Qlendinning’o soul spoke throuim 
in oyss wbsn ushered so iudtolr into the aim- 


pony of those whom his earliest ednoatioti had 
taught him to treat with awe and 
The degree of embarrassment which his de« 
meanour evinced bad not)||ing in it either 
meanly servile, or utterly dtaoonoerted. It wes 
no moie than became a generous and ingmuotts 
youth of a bold spirit, but totally inei^perienoed, 
who should for the first time be called ujpon 
to think and act for himself in such society 
and under such disodvantegoons dreumstanoes. 
Tlieio was not in his carriage a groin either of 
forwardness or of timidity, which a friend could 
have wished away. 

Ho knelt and kissed the abbot's hand, then 
rose, and, retiring two paces, bowed respe^fully 
to the circle around, smiling genijy as he received 
an encouraging nod fr^m the snb-prior, to whom 
aluiie he was ])ersonairy known, and blushing as 
ho oncountcred the anxious look of Mary Avenel, 
who behold with painful interest the sort of 
ordeal to which het foster-brother was about 
to he subjected. Recovering from the transient 
llnrr}^ of spirits into which uie encounter of her 
glance had thrown him, he stood composedly 
awaiting till the abbot should express ms plea- 
sure. 

The ingenuous expression of countenance, 
noble form, and graceful attitude of the young 
man, failed not to x>repos8e8S in his favour the 
churchmen in whose presence he stood. The 
abbot looked round, and exchanged a gmoious 
and apptoving glance with his coiin8ellor|^''ather 
Kustaoe, although probably the appointment of 
a ranger, or bow-bearor, was one in which he 
might have been dis^Misod to proceed without 
the sub-prior’s advice, were it but to show his 
own free ^,agoncy. But the good mien of the 
young mail now in nomination was such, that he 
rather haslciicd to exchange congratulation on 
meeting with so proper a subject of promotion, 
than to indulge any other fceliugi Father 
Eustace onjoycci the jdcasuro which a well-con- 
stituted mind derives from seeing a benefit light 
on a deserving object ; for, as he had not seen 
Halbert since circumstances had made so material 
a change in his maimer and feelings, he scarce 
doubted that the proffered appointment wotid, 
notwithstanding his mother’s uncertainty, suit 
tlie disposition of a youth who had ap})earra de- 
voted to woodland sports, ind a foe alike to 
sedentaiy or settled occujiation of any kind- 
The rofectiouer and Vcitclicner were so well pleased 
with Halbert’s prepossessing appearance, that 
they seemed to think that the salary, emolu- 
ments, and pertmlsites, tne dole, the grazing, 
the gown, and tne golligaskitis, could scarce be 
bettor bestowed than on the active and grac^ul 
figure before them. 

Sir Tiercie Shuffcon, whether IVom being more 
deeply engaged in his ovili ooritations, or that 
the subject was unworthy of lUs notice, did not 
seem to partake of the genera^ feelih|; o^ appro- 
bation excited by the young man’s msence. 
He sat With his eyes half shut, and nis ami 
folded, appearing to be wrapped in oontsmpla- 
tione of a nature deeper than those arisixig otttof 
the scene before him. But, notwithstenaimr his 
seeming absUaetiop and absence of mlnd« them 
was a flutter of vanity in Sir Fiereie’s ve^ him- 
some oountenauoe. an ocoaMonal ohanue ornlitam 
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fsoHi ono striking attitude (or what he conceived 
to he such) to anotheri and an occasional stolen 
iaaoe at tlie female jmrt of the company, to spy 
ow far he succeeded in riveting tlieir attention, 
which gave a markea advantage, in comparison, 
to the less regulai* ohd more harsh features of 
Halbert Glondinning, With their composed, 
manly, and deliberate expression of mental 
fortitude. 

Of the females belonging to the family of Glen- 
dear^, the miller’s daughter aloiio had her mind 
anffioiontly at leisure to admiie, from time to 
time, the gracelul attitudes of Sir i'iei cic Shaltou ; 
for botli Mary Avoncl and Datnc Gleudiuning 
were in anxiety and approliciision the 

answei wliich Halboil was to rotiiiii to tlio 
abbot’s 2 >ro]>obaf, and fearfully anticipating 
the consequences of his piSbablt* rclus.il. The 
•conduct ol his broLher Kd^ard, lor a lad con- 
stitutionally shy, resjioctlul, and even timid, was 
at once adcctionato and noble. Tliis younger 
eon of Dame Els^ieth had stood unnoticed iii a 
comer, after the abbot, at the lotjucst of the 
sab-prior, had honoured liim with some ]iassing 
axotice, and asked him a few coiiiniuniilaco ques- 
tions about his progress in Donatus, and in the 
Eromptuarium raroklorum^ without waiting for 
the answers. From his comer ho now glided 
(round to his brother’s side, and, keeping a little 
hchiiid him, slid his riglit hand into the hunts- 
inan's loft, and« by a goiitlo pressure, which 
Halbei-^nstantly and ardentl}'^ ictumcd, ex- 
iirossed A once his interest in his situation, and 
his resolution to share his fate. 

Tlie gi’oup was thus arranged, wdien, after the 
jiause of two or three ininutcp, which lie em- 
ployed in slowdy sijipiiig his cuj) of wine, in 
•order that lie might enter on his pro])osal with 
•due and deliberal^ dignity, the abbot at length 
•expressed himself thus : — 

‘ My soiir-wc, your lawful Siijicrior, and the 
Abbot, under Gocl’s favour, of the comniiiuity of 
Saint Mary’s, have heard of your manifold good 
gifts— a-hein -ospooially touching woodcraft— 
nnd the huntsman-like fashion in which you 
strike your g.ime, truly and as a yeoman should, 
not abusing Heaven’s good benefits liy s])oiling 
the flesh, os is too often seen in caiele^s rnngeis 
— a-hem.’ He made here a pause, Imt olxserving 
that Glendinning only replied to liis com])limeiit 
“by a bow, lie proceeded, — ‘My son, we commend 
jour modesty ; nevertheless, Wo will that thou 
ahouldst speak freely to us touching that whicli 
we have premeditated for thine advancement, 
meaning to confer on ttfoo the office of bow^-boaver 
and ranger, as well ever tbc chases and forests 
wherein our house jiath privilege by the gifts of 
pious kings and nobles, whoso souls now enjoy 
the fruits of their bounties to the Churcli, os to 
those which belong to),\is in exclusive right of 
property and pei-petuity. Thy knee, my son— 
that we with^our own hand, and without 
loss of time, induct thee into office.’ 

'Kneel down,’ said the kitchener on the one 
aide ; and ‘ Kneel down/ said the mfectionor on 
tiie other. 

But Halbert Glendinning remained standing. 

' ITore it to show gratitude and good-will for 
jonr reverend lordship^s noble offer, I could not,* 
^ aMf * kneel low enough, or remain long 
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enough kneeling. But 1 may not kneel to taka 
investure of your noble gift, my lord abbot, 
Innng. a man determined to seek my fortune 
otherwise. ' 

' How 15 th&t, sir f * said the abbot, knitting 
his brows; *do I hear you speak aiight? and 
do you, a born vassal of the HaUdoxuOr ot the 
mouiout w'licii I am destining to you such a 
noble cx 2 »ressiou of my good-will, 2 >i^>pose eoc* 
changing my service loi that of any other ? * 

'My lorn/ said Halboit Glendinning, 
gi'icves me to tliiiik you hold mo capable of 
undervaluing your giacious oiler, orol c.\cliattging 
your service lor another. But your noble proffer 
doth but hasten the execution of a deteiiuination 
whicli I have long since formed.’ 

‘ Ay, my son,’ said the abbot, ‘is it indeed sol 
— riglit early have you Jeaiiied to lormicsolutions 
without consulting those on w'hoiii you naturally 
de})end. But what may it be, this sagacious 
icsolution, if I may so hir i>iay you f ’ 

‘To yield U 2 > to my brother and mother,* 
answered Halbeit, ‘inino interest in the fief of 
Glendcarg, lately ]>ossosBed by my father, Simon 
Glendinning: and liaving itraycu >our lordship 
to be the same kind and generous master to 
them, that your jiredeccssors, the venerable 
Abbots of Saint ^laiy’s, have been to my fathers 
in time past; for myself, I am detennined to 
seek my lortuno whcio I may best find it.’ 

Dame Glendiuningheic ventured, cmboldonod 
by matenuil anxiety, to bieak silence with an 
exclamation ol ‘0 my son !’ Kdwaid, clinging 
to his brothel’s side, half s^ioko, half whispered, 
a similar ejaculation of ‘ Biothci 1 brother 1 ’ 

The sub-piior took up the matter in a tonenf 
grave rejneliension, w'hidi, as he conceived, the 
inteicst he liad always taken in the family of 
Glendearg required at his hand. 

‘■Wilful young man,’ ho said, 'what folly can 
urge thee to push back the liand iliat is stretched 
out to aid thee ? What visionary aim hast thou 
before thee, that can conipensaio for the decent 
and sufficient independence which thou art now 
rejecting wdth scorn ? ' 

'Four marks by the year, duly and truly/ 
said the kitchener. 

‘Cow's’ grass, doublet, and galligaskins/ re- 
S 2 ) 0 ijded the relectioner. 

‘l^cace, my brethicn,’ said the sub-prior; 
‘and may it please your loixlsbip, vcnciablo 
father, ujion my petition, to allow this head* 
strong youth a day for consideration, and it 
shall bo my jiazt so to indoctrinate him, as 
to convince him w'hai is duo on this occasimi 
to your lordship, and to his family, and to 
himself 

‘Your kindness, reverend father,’ said the 
youth, ‘craves my dearest thanks — it is the 
continuance of a long train of benevolence to* 
wards me, for which f give you my gratitude/ 
for 1 have nothing else to oner. It is xny niia* 
hap, not your fault, that youv intentionB have 
been fhistratcd. But my present resolution v 
fixed and unalterable. 1 cannot accept the 
generous offer of the lord abbot ; my fate oailla 
me elsewhere, to scenes where 1 ahall end it or 
mend it/ 

‘ By Our Lady,* said the abbot* * I l^ink tlf 
jonm be mod xndeedrHisr that yon* Sir 
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Jadilfed of him most truly, when you prophesied 
thft he would prove unfit for the promotion we 
designed him— it may be you knew something 
of this wayward humour before ? * 

* By the Mass, not 1/ answered Sir Piercie 
Shafton, with his usual indifference. *1 but 
judged of him by his birth and breeding ; for 
seldom doth a good hawk come out of a kito*s 

* Thou art thyself a kite, and kestrel to boot,' 
replied Halbert Glendinning, without a moment’s 
hesitation. 

* This in our presence, and to a man of wor- 
ship I ' said the abbot, the blood rushing to his 
face. 

‘ Yes, my lord,' answered the youth ; * even 
in your presence I return to this gay man’s face 
the causeless dishonour which he has Hung on 
my name. My bravo father, who fell in the 
cause of his country, demands that justice at 
the hands of his son ! ’ 

‘ Unmannered boy ! * said the abbot. 

* Kay, my good lord,* said the knight, ‘ pray- 
ing pardon for the coarse interiniption, lot me 
cnti^at you not to be wroth with this rustical. — 
Credit me, the north wind bhall as soon puff one 
of your rocks from its basis, as aught which I 
hold so slight and inconsiderate as the churlish 
speech of an untaught churl, shall move the 
spleen of Piercie Shatton.* 

‘ Proud os you are, Sir Knight,’ said Halbert, 
‘in your imagined superiority, bo not too con- 
fident that you cannot bo moved.’ 

* Faith, by nothing that thou canst urge,’ 
said Sir Piercie. 

‘ Kuowest thou, then, this token ? ’ said young 
Olondinuing, olfering to liim the silver bodkin 
which he had received from the White Lady. 

Never was such au instant change, from the 
inost contemptuous serenity, to the most furious 
state of passion, as that which Sir Piercie Shafton 
exhibited. It was the difference between a 
cannon lying quiet in its embrasure, and tlie 
same gun when touched by the linstock. He 
started nj), every limb quivering with rage, and 
his features so inflamed and agitated by passion, 
that he more resembled a dcmoiiiao, than a man 
iwider the regulation of reason, lie clenched 
both his fists, and, thrusting them forwaixl, 
offoi'ecl them furiously at the face of Glendinning, 
who was even liiinsclf startled at the frantic 
state of excitation whioh his action had occa- 
sioned. The next moment ho withdrew them, 
stnick his open ])alm against his own forehead, 
and rushed out of the room in a state of inde- 
scribable agitation. Tlio whole matter had been 
so sudden, that no person x>i'esGnt had time to 
interfere. 

When Sir Piercie Shafton had left the apart- 
ment, there was a moment’s pause of astonish- 
ihent ; and thou a general demand that Halbert 
Glendinning should instantly explain by what 
means he had produced such a violent change in 
the deportment of the English cavalier. 

did nought to him,’ answered Halbert 
Glendiiminc, ‘ but what you all saw— Am 1 to 
answer for his fantastic freaks of tiumour I ’ 

' Boy,’ said the abbot, in liis most autlioritat- 

^ Danner, * these subterfuges shall not avail 
This is not a man to be diiven ftom his 


temperament without some sufficient oattae* 
That cause was given by thee, and must have 
been known to thee. I command thee, as thou 
wUt save thyself from worse jueasure, to explain 
to me by what means thou h&t moved our fiiend 
thus. — We choose not that our vassals shall drive 
our guests mod in our very fireaence, and we 
remain ignorant of the mo^us whereby that 
purpose is effected.’ 

'So may it please your reverence, I did but 
show him this token,’ said Halbert Glendinning, 
delivering it at the same time to the abbot, who 
looked at it with much attention, and then, 
shaking his head, gravely delivered it to tho 
sub-prior, without 8))eakiiig a word. ^ 

Father Eustace looked at the mysterious 
token with some attention ; and then, address- 
ing Halbert in a steVii and severe voice, said, 
'Young man, if tliou wouldst not have us sus- 
pect thee of some strange double-dealing in this 
matter, let us instantly know whence thou 
hadst this token, and how it }) 0 ssesscs an iiiflu> 
ence on Sir Piercie Shafton — It would have 
been extremely difficult for Halbert, thus hal’d 
pressed, to have either evaded or answered so 
jui/zling a question. To liavo avowed the tnith 
might, in those times, have occasioned his being 
burnt at a stake, although, in ours, bis con- 
fession would have only gained for him the 
credit of a liar beyond all rational credibility, 
lie was fortunately relieved bp the return of 
j Sir Piercie Shafton himself, whose eary?aught, 
as ho entered, the sound of the sub-jirior’a 
question. 

Without waiting until Halliort Glendinning 
replied, ho came forward, wdiispcring to him aa 
he passed, ‘ Be secret— thou shalt have the satis- 
faction tfioii hast dared to seek for.’ 

When ho returned to his place, there wore 
still marks of discomposure on his brow ; but, 
becoming apparently collected and* calm, ho 
looked around him, and apologized for the in- 
decorum of which he had bepn guilty, which 
lie ascribed to sudden and severe indisposition. 
All were silent, and looked on each otlior with 
some surprise. 

The lord abbot gave orders for all to retiro 
from the aj>artmcnt, save himself, Sir Piercio 
Shafton, and the sub-prior. ‘ And have an eye,' 
he added, ‘ on that bplcl youth, that he escape 
not ; for if he hath practised, by charm or other- 
wise, on the healtJi of our worshipful guest, 1 
swear by the alb and mitre which I wear, that 
his punishment shall be most exemiilary.’ 

' My lord and venerable father,' said Halbert, 
bowing respectfully, 'fear not but that I will 
abide my doom. I think you w’ill best learn 
from the worshipful knight nimself what is the 
oanso of his distemp'^rature, and how^light my 
share in it has hebn.* 

'Bo assured,’ said the knight, without look- 
ing up, however, while he sppke, * pwiU satisfy 
the lord abbot.’ 

With these words the company retired, and 
with tliem young Glendinning. 

When the abbot, the sub-prior, and the 
English knight were left alone, Father Eustace, 
contrary to lus custom, could not help speaking 
the first. 'Expound unto us, noble air/ he 
said, ' by what mysteriona moans the prodnethm 
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of this simple toy could so far move your spirit, 
and overcome your i>atience, after you had 
shown yourself proof to all the provocation 
offered by this self-sufficient and singular 
youth ? * * 

The knight took the silver bodkin from the 
good father’s hand, looked at it with great 
composure, and, having examined it all over, 
returned it to the sub-prior, saying at the same 
time, * In tinilh, venerabJo father, I cannot but 
marvel that tiic wisdom implied alike in your 
silver hairs, and in your emiuoiit rank, should, 
like a babbling hound (excuse the siniilitude), 
open thus loudly on a false scent. 1 were, 
indeed, more slight to bo moved than the leaves 
of tlag aspen- tree, which wag at tlie least brcatli 
of heaven, could I be touched by such a trifle as 
this, which in no way cof|^‘pni.s mo more than if 
the same qnaitti^ of silver were stricken into so 
many groats. Tnith is, tliat from my youth 
npwardi I have been subject <*d to such a malady 
as you saw me visited -with oven now — a eiiiel 
%nd searching pain, which goeth through iieive 
and bone, even as a good brand in the hands of 
a bravo soldier sheers ihroiigli limb and sinew — 
but it passes away speedily, as you yourselves 
may judge.’ 

‘Still,’ said the sub -prior, ‘this uill not 
account for the youth olleriiig to you this 
piece of silver, as a token by whic'li you were 
to understand something, and, as we inusl 
neods^onjectiife, souictliing disagreeable.’ 

‘Yo|||r revereneo is to conjecture what you 
will,* said Sir Piereie ; ‘but 1 cannot ]»retend 
to lay your judgment on the rigid scent when 
1 see it at fault. 1 hope 1 am not liable to bo 
called upon to account lor the loolish actions 
of a malapert boy ? ’ 

‘Assuredly,’ said the sub -prior, ‘"vac shall 
prosecute no inquiry which is disagi*eea}>le to 
our guest. Nevertheless,’ said he, looking to 
liis Superior, ‘ this chance may, in .some sort, 
alter the plan your lord.ship had toimcd for 
your wonsliipful guest’s residence for a brief 
term in this tower, as a ])lacc alike of seerc'cy 
and of security; both of which, in the tcims 
which wo now stand on >Nitli England, arc 
circumstances to bo desired.’ 

‘ In truth,’ said th9 abbot, ‘and the doubt is 
well thought on, were it as well removed ; for 1 
scarce know in the Halidtune so fitting a ]»lacc 
of refitge, yet see I not how to leeommciid 
it to our worshipful guest, ^considering the un- 
restrained petulance of this headstrong youth.’ 

‘Tush ! reverend j|jrs — v\liat would you make 
of me?’ said Sir Piercie Shafton. ‘I piotcst, 
by mine honour, I would abide in this hou.se 
were I to choose. What 1 I take no exce|)tions 
at the youth for showing a flash of spirit, though 
the spa rkmay light on m ino own head. I honour 
tlvo lafl for it. I protest I will abide here, and 
he shall aid me in striking down a deer. I must 
needs be fiWds with him, an lie bo such a shot ; 
and we will speedily send down to my lord abbot 
a buck of the first head, killc<i so artificially as 
shall satisfy even the reverend kitchener.’ 

This was said with such apparent case and 
good -humour, that the abbot made no fhrther 
observation on what had passed, but proceeded 
to acquaint his guest uith the details of fomi- 
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ture, hangings, provisions, and so forth, which 
he i>roposed to send up to the Tower of Glcn- 
doarg for his aooommtidation. This discourse, 
seasoned with a cup or two of wine, served to 
prolong the time until the reverend abbot ordered 
his cavalcade to pi'epare for their return to the 
Monastciy. 

* An wo have,’ he said, ‘in the course of this 
our toilsome journey, lost our meridian,* indul- 
gence sliall be given to those of our attendants 
who shall, from vciy wcarine.sa, lie unable to 
attend the duty at prime, f and this by way of 
misericord or imjlulgnitia,' X 

Having benevolently intimated a boon to his 
failliful followers, which he probably jiulged 
would bo fur from iinnecej)table, the good abbot, 
ficeiiig all rt‘ady for bis journey, bc.stow’ed Ins 
blessing on the iis.semb]ea Ijousehold — gave his 
hand to be kissed by Dame (llcndinniiig— him- 
self kissed the cheek of Maiy Aveiiel, and even 
of the miller’s maiden, when tluy niqu’oached to 
render him the same homoge — commanded Hal- 
bert to rule his temper, and to be aiding and 
obedient in all things to the Rnglisli knight — 
admonished Edward to he (Uscipulns hnpiftrr 
atque stretntHs—i\\Ci\i took a eoiirteous farewell 
of Sir Piercie Shafton, advising him to lie close, 
for tear of the English Pordcreis, who might be 
enqdoyod to kidnap him ; and. having discharged 
these various oflioes of courtesy, moved forth to 
the court-yaid, followed by the whole establisli- 
ment. Hero, with a heavy sigh u))proaching to 
a groan, the venerahlo liithor licuved himself 
u])on his palfrey, whoso duik ]»urplo housings 
sw'ept the ground ; and, greatly comforted that 
the disci otioii of tlie aniniars i)ae(* w’ould be no 
longer distnibed by the gambadoes of Sir Piercie 
and his nraneing war-horse, ho sot forth at a 
sober and steady trot njjoii his return to the 
Monai>teiy. 

AVhen the sub-prior bad mounted toaccomimny 
his principal, his eye sought out Halbert, who, 
partly hidden by a projection of tins (nitwnrd 
wall of the couri, stood apart from and ga/ing 
upon the dc]>arting cavalcade, and the pronj) 
w’liich assembled around 1 hem. D n^atislied w'ith 
the explanation be had recidved eoneerning 
the mysterious transaction of the silver bodkin, 
yet interesting himself in the youth, of w’hoso 
character ho had fonned a favourable idea, tlio 
worthy monk resolved to take an early <q*por- 
tunity of investigating that matter. In the 
meanwhile, ho looked upon Halbert v\ith a 
serious aurl warning aspect, and held up his 
finger to him as he signed" farewell. Ho then 
joined the lost of the cliurclimen, and followed 
his Superior down the valley. 


" 1 he hour of leno^e at noon, which, in the iniiMle atjes, 
was emiiloycd in slumber, and >ihich the luoiuistiL iulet> o£ 
nortumal vigils rendered necessary, 
t Prime was the midnight service of the monks. 
t Misertiordy according to the learned work uf Posbrooke 
on British Monarhism, meant not only an indulgence or 
exoneration from paiticular duties but .ilso a particular 
upartment in a convent, where the monks assembled to 
enjoy such indulgences or allowances as were granted 
b^od the rule. 



7M 


VfTAVRRIXY mvais 


CHAPTER XR. 

I hop« you’ll give me cause to think you noble. 

And do me right with your sword, sii, as becomes 

One gentleman of honour to anothei ; 

All ini'* is fair, sir — let us make no days on’t, 

I'll lead your way. 

Lovfi’s Pilgrimage. 

Thr look and sign of warning which the snb- 
prior gave to Halbert Gloudinuing os they parted, 
went to his licart ; for, although he hail x>rorited 
niucli less than Edward by the good man’s in- 
structions, be had a sincere reverence for his 
^raou ; and oven the short time he had for 
aoUlioration tended to show him ho was cni- 
barkwl hi a pciilous adventure. The nature 
of the ]>rovoeation wlricli ho had given to Sir 
Piercio Shafton ho could not oven conjecture ; 
but he saw that it was of a mortal quality, and 
he woe now to abide the coiiBequcnces. 

That ho might not force these eonsuipiencos 
forward by any jn'ematiiro renewal ot their 
quarrel, he resolved to walk apart for an hour, 
and consider on ^^hat terms ho was to meet this 
haughty foreigner. The time seemed je^opitious 
for his doing so without having the appearance 
of wilfully bliunning the stranger, as all the 
members of the little household were dispersing 
either to perform such tasks as had been inter- 
riiptod })y the arrival of tlie dignitaries, or to put 
in ordoi' what had been deranged by their visit. 

Leaving tlie tower, therefore, ana descending, 
unobborvod as ho thought, the knoll on which it 
stood, Halbert gained the little lueee of level 
ground which extended betwixt the descent of 
the hill, and the first sweep made by the brook 
after washing the foot of the eminence on which 
the tower was situated, whore a few straggling 
birch and oak trees served to secure him from 
observation. But scarcely had he reached the 
spot, when ho was surprised to feel a sniaib tap 
upon tlie shoulder, and, turning arouml, he 
perceived he had been closely followed by Sir 
Piercio Shafton. 

Wlion, whether from onr state of animal 
spirits, uanfc of confidence in the justice of our 
cause, or any oilier motive, our own <'ourago 
happens to be in a wavering condition, notliing 
tends so much altogether to disconcert ns, as 
a great apfiearajico of piomptitude on the part 
of our antagonist, llalbiut Crlendinning, both 
morally and constitutionally intre])i(l, was, 
rievertlieloss, somewhat troubled at seeing tlie 
jstranger, whoso rcsentnumt ho had provoked, 
appOfir at once befbro iiiin, and with an us])cci 
which boded hostility. But, though Jiis heart 
might beat somewhat tliickor, he was too high- 
apirifed to exhibit any external signs of emotion. 
— * What is your jiloasure. Sir Picicic t* he said 
to the English knight, enduring without a] »pai out 
discomjiosure all tlie terrors which his autugouist 
had summoned into Ids a8i)ect. 

‘What is uiy pleasiuc?’ answered Sir Piercio ; 
‘A goodly question after the part you have acted 
towar<U me ! — Young man, 1 know not what in* 
fatuatlon has led thee to place thyself in direct 
and iuholcnt opposition to one who is a guest of 
tby liege lord the abbot, and who, even from the 
courtesy duo to thy mother’s roof, had a right to 
^rwnam there without meeting insult. Ixeither 


do I ask, or care, by what means thou hsAt 
become possessed of the fatal secret by whioli 
thou hast dared to offer me open shame. But 
1 must now toll thee that the possession of it 
hath cost thee thy life.’ ^ 

‘Not, 1 tmst, if my hand and sword can 
defend it,’ replied Halbert boldly. 

‘True,’ said the Englishman, ‘I mean not to 
depiivc thee of tliy fair chargee of self-defeuoe. 
1 am only sorry to think that, young and 
conntry-bicd as thou art, it can but little avail 
thee. Ihit tlioii must be well aware that in 
this (jfuarrel I shall use no terms of quarter.’ 

‘ Rely on it, jiroud man,’ answered tlie youth, 
‘ that I shall ask none ; and although thou 
s]icakest us if 1 lay already at thy feet,* trust 
me, that as 1 am detormined uover to ask thy 
meivy, so I am not ftjirful of needing it.* 

‘Thou wilt, then,’ said the knight, ‘do no- 
thing to avert the certain fate which thou hast 
provoked with such wautoiniess ] ’ 

‘And how were that to bo purchased?’ replied 
Ifalbcrt Gleiidimiing, more with the 'wish ot 
obtaining some further insight into the terms on 
which he stood with this slraiigor, than to make 
him the sul)inis8ioii which he might require. 

‘Explain to me instantly,* said Sir Piercie, 
‘without equivocation or delay, by what means 
thou w'crt enabled to 'Wound my houonr so 
deeply— and shouldst thou point out to me by 
so doing an enemy more worthy of my rosent- 
tneui, 1 will ])cnuiL thine own tbseme msigni- 
ficaiicc to draw a veil over thine iiisolonqr.' 

‘This is too high a flight,’ said Glendinning 
fiercely, ‘ for thine own presumption to soar 
wutbout boii^ checked. Tnou hast come to my 
father's house, as well us I can guess, a fugitive 
and an (j\ile, and thy first greeting to its in- 
liiihitaiils lias been that of conteuiqit and injury. 
By what nio.ms 1 have been able to lotort that 
contempt, let thine own conscionco toll thee. 
Enough ior me that 1 stand on the jaivilege of 
a free Scotchman, and will brook no insult uu- 
rotnrned, aricl no injury unrequited.* 

‘It is well, then,’ said Sir Picrcie Shaftttu; 
‘wo will dispute this matter to-moiTow moi'niiig 
with our sw'ords. Let the time bo daybronk, 
and do thou assign the place. We will go forth 
os if to strike a deer.’ 

‘Content,’ replied Ilalliert Glendinning; ‘I 
will guide thee to a s|Tot where an hundred men 
might fi^lit and fall without any chance of 
inliTvuptioii.’ * 

‘It IS well,’ answered Sir Piercio Shafton. 
‘ Here then w'O part. — Mi|,ny vvill say, that in 
thus indulging tne right of a gentleman to the 
son of a clod’&eaking peasant, I derogate from 
my sphere, even as the blcasod sun would dero- 
gate should he condescend to ooitiparo and match 
his golden 1>eams with the twinkle Of a pale, 
blinking, expiring, gross -fed taper. But no 
considoiution of rank shall prevent i^y avenging 
the insult thou hast offered me. Wottbear a 
smooth face, observe mo, Sir Villado, before the 
worshipful inmates of yonder c^in, and to- 
morrow wo try conelusions with our swords/ 
So saying, ho turned away towards the tower. 

It may not l>e unworthy of notice, that in the 
last speech only had Sir Piercie Used some of 
those flowera of rhetoiio which charaotorised the 
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Utfoid style of liis conversation. Apparently, a 
iBonse of wounded honour, and the deep desire of 
Vindicating his injured feelings, had proved too 
strong hr the fantastic affectation of liis acquired 
Ihahite. Indeed, sfLch is usually the itiflueiico of 
oilers of mind, when called forth and exerted, 
that^ir Piorcio Slialton had never ap{)oared in 
the ey^ of his youthful antagonist half so much 
Kleserving of este^i and m aspect as in this Itrief 
•<liaiogue, hy v hich they exchanged mutual de- 
hance. As he followed him slowly to the tower, 
he oould not help thinking to himself that, 
had the English kiiiglit always displayed this 
superior tone of hearing and feeling, ho would 
not i>rol)aMy have iolt so earnestly disSposed to 
take Offence at his hand. ^Mortal oilciico, how- 
'Cver, had l)ceu Ijx changed, and the matter was 
ito he put to mortal arhitiAnent. 

The family met at the evening meal, when Sir 
Kercio Shalton extended the Ijeiiigiiity of his 
'Countenance and tlio graces of Ids conversation 
far more generally over the })arty than he had 
hitherto condescended to do. The greater ]»art 
'Of his attention was, of course, btill engrossed 
by his divine and iniinilahle Discretion, as he 
chose to term Maiy Avenel ; hnt, nevertheless, 
there were iiitcrjcctional flourishes to tlio Maid 
of the Mill, under the title of (Joincly Damsel, 
and to the dame, under that of Worthy Matron. 
Nay, lest ho should fail to exeito their admira- 
tion by the gragjs of liis rlietoric, he goiioroiisly, 
and Without solicitation, added those of his 
voice ; ibid, after regretting bitterly the absence 
•of his viol-de-gamba, he regaled thorn with a 
song, * which,' said Ije, ^tlie inimitable Asti oi)hel, 
whom mortals call Pliilip Sidney, * composed in 
the nonage of his uui&e, to show' the world what 
they are to expect from Ids riper yj^uis, and 
W'hich will one day see the light in that not-to- 
be-]iarallelcd jierfeetion of human wit, wldeli ho 
has adclrc|S)Od to his sister, the matehloss Parthe- 
nopo, whom men call C/Ountess of Pembroke* ; a 
work,' ho continued, ‘whereof Ids liiendsld]) 
liath pemitted me, though unworlby, to be an 
•occasional partaker, and whereof I nmy well say, 
that tho deep ulllictive talc whi( h awakenetli our 
sorrows, is so relieved wdtli brilliant sindlitude«, 
<lulcct descriptions, pleasant poems, and engaging 
interludes, tliat they seem as the stois of tho 
firmament, beautilying tlie^ dusky robe of nighc. 
And though I wot well how much the lovely 
■and quaint language will suffer by my widowT-d 
voice, widowed in that it is no longer matched 
by my beloved viol-dc-gamba, I will ctsey to 
give you a taste of thePravisliing sw'cet ness of tho 
poesy of tho un-to-bedndtaled Asiropliel.' 

So saying, lie sung without mercy or rcmior&o 
about live hundred verses, of w’ldeh the two fii-st 
and tho fopr last may sufj^co for a specimen : — 

What tongue can her perfection*; t< 11, 

On whose cadh part all pen, may dwell? 

« 0 * « * K 

06 whose high praise and praiscful bliss, 

<3ootincss the jMsn, Heaven paper is; 

The ink immortal fame doth ^end, 

As 1 began &o 1 must end. 


*[Hi8 ‘Astrophfcl and Stella,’ originally published at 
London in X591. was annexed to the numerous editions of 
the Countess ot Pembroke's ‘ Arcadia,’ by Sir Philip. It 
*\voiiild be in vain to attempt to verify the words put into 
Cfac mouth of Sir Piercie Shafton. j 
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As Sir Piercie Shafton always sung with his 
eyes half shut it was not until, agrcealtly to 
the promise of poeti'y, he had fairly made an 
end, Hiat, looking round, ho diacoverod that tlio 
gt^cater ^art his audience had, in the mean- 
while, yielded to tho charnia of repose. Mary 
Avenel, indeed, from a natural sense of polite- 
ness, had contrived to keep awake through all 
tho prolixities of tho divine Astrophel ; bub 
Mysio was transported in dreams back to tho 
dusty atmoMplieve of her father’s mill. Edward 
himself, who had given his attention fur some 
time, had at length fallen fast asleep ; and the 
good dame’s nose, could its tones have been put 
uudor regulation, might liave supplied the bass 
of the lamcutod viol-dc-gamba. Ilalbert, how’- 
cver, w’ho bail no tem])lation to givo W‘ay to the 
charms cif slumber, lemaincd awake with his 
eyes jixed on tho songster ; not that ho was 
hotter entertained witli tho words, or more 
lavished with tho exejeution, than the rest ot 
tho eomj>any, but rather because he ailTiiired, or 
perhaps envied, the eomposuro wliieh eould thus 
8])ond tho evening in inteiininable nmdrigals, 
when the next morning was to he devoted to 
deadly com] )at. VeL it struck his natural aeute- 
nc‘ss of observation, that the eye of tho gallant 
cavalier did now and then, furtively as it were* 
seek a glance of his eoiintenanee, as if to dis- 
cover how lio was taking the exhilniion of his 
aiil agonist’s eoinposui'o and serenity of mind. 

lie shall road nothing in my coiiiiLenance, 
thought Halbert ])rou(lly, that can make hint 
think my indillcrenco less than his own. 

And, taking Iroin tho slielf a bag full of 
niiscelhincous niatteis collected for the purpose, 
he l>cg’*n with gieiifc industry to dress hooks, 
and had hnisheii half- a -dozen of flics (wo aro 
enabled, for the benetit of those who admire tho 
antiquities of the gentle nit of angling, to state 
I hat they wt*ie brown hackles) ]>y the time that 
Sir Piervio had ai rived at the conclusion of his 
long-winded slrojihcs of the divine Asti'Ojdiel, 
So that he also testified a magnanimous conttimpb 
of that which lo-moiimv should biing forth. 

As it now waxed late, the family of (llcndeai’g 
sojiaiatcd for the evi‘ning; Sirlicivio lirst saying 
to the dame tJuit ‘ lu r son Albert ' 

‘llallcrt,' rani Kls])cl]i, Avith emphasis, — 
‘iJalhcit, after Jiis goodsiie, Halbert llrydono.* 

‘ AVell, then, I have prayed your son Jlalbcl’t, 
that we may strive to- morrow', with tho snu’a 
caiiiricss, to wake a sta': lioni Iris lair, that 1 
may sec whether ho lie as promj>t at that sport 
as iaiiic bes}.caks him.’ 

‘Alas! sir,’ answered Dame Elspeth, ‘ho is 
but ti>o ]>rom])t, an you talk of promptitude, at 
anything that lias steel at one end of it, and 
niischiel at tlie ollu 1 *. 15iit he is at your hoiiour- 
ahle dis]K)sal, and I trust you will teach him 
how obedience ii due to our \eneral»lo father and 
loixl the abbot, and prevail with him to take 
the bow bearei-’s place in fee ; for, os the two 
w'orthy monks said, it will bo a great help to a 
widow woman.* 

‘Trust mo, good damc,* replied Sir Pierde, ‘it 
is my purjiose so to indoctrinate him, touching 
his conduct and bearing towards his betters, 
that he shall not lightly depart from the feve% 
enco due to them.— -Wc meet, theny W 
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%irch-tl«e8 in the plain,’ he said, lookii^ to 
Halberd * so soon as the eye of day hath opened 
its lids.’ — Halbeii; an8wei*ed with a sign of 
aequiescence, and the knight proceeded, 'And 
now, having wished to my fairest Discretion 
those pleasant dreams which wave their pinions 
around the couch of sleeping beauty, and to this 
comely damsel the bounties of Morpheus, and to 
all others the common good-night, 1 will crave 

ou leave to dejiart to my place of rest, though 

may say with the poet. 

Ah rest !— no rest but change of place and posture ; 

Ah sleep! — ^iio sleep but worn-out Nature’s swooning; 

Ah bed !— no bed but cushion tilled with stones : 

Kest, sleep, nor bed, await not on an exile.’ 

With a delicate obeisance ho left the room, 
evading Dauio (jlcndinniug, who hastened to 
assure him ho would find his accommodatious for 
repose much more agreeable tliau they had been 
the night before, there having been store oi warm 
coverlets, and a soft foathor-bed, st'iit uj) from 
the Abbey, lint tbo good knight ])vobal)ly 
thought that the grace and ctfoct of his exit 
would 1)0 diiniiiialied, if ho wore recalled from 
his heroics to discuss such sublunary and domestic 
topics, and therefore hastened away without 
waiting to hear her out. 

‘A pleasant gentleman,’ said Dame Glcndin- 
ning ; ‘ hut I will warrant him an humorous * — 
An(l sings a sweet song, though it is somewhat 
of the longest. — Weil, I make mine avow lie is 
goodly company — I wonder when ho will go 
away.* 

Having thus 6xj)res8e(l her respect for her 

g uest, not without iiitimatioii that she was 
eartily tired of his company, the good dame 
gave the signal for tlio lamily to dis]»cr8e, and 
laid her injunctions on Halbert to attend Sir 
Piercio Shalton at daybreak, as ho refpiired. 

When stretched ou his pallet by his brother’s 
side, Halbert had no small cause to envy the 
sound sleep whicli instantly settled on the eyes 
of Edward, hut refuseil him any share of its in- 
fluence. He saw now too well what the Spirit 
had darkly indicated, tliat, in granting the boon 
which ho had asked so unadvisedly, she had 
contributed more to his harm than Ids good. 
He was now sensible, too late, of the various 
dangers and ineoiivenicnces with which his 
dearest friends were threatened, alike by liis 
discomfiture or his success in the apiiroachiug 
duel. If he fell, he might say personally, ‘ Good- 
nigllt all.’ But it was not the less certain that 
ho should leave a dreadful legacy of distress and 
embarrassment to Ids mother and family, — an 
anticipation which by no means tended to render 
the front of death, in itself a grisly object, more 
agreeable to his imagination. The vengeance of 
Ijle abbot, his conseicuco told him, was sure to 
descend on his mother and brother, or could 
only be averted by tbe generosity of the victoi’. — 
And Mary Aveuel — he should have shown him- 
self, if ho succumbed in the present combat, as 
inefiicient in ])roteGtinc her, as ho had boon un- 
necessarily active in bringing disaster on her, 
and on tao liouso in which she had been pro- 
tected from infancy. And to this view of the 

* // of whims— thus Shakespeare, * Humor- 
(wa M winter.'— The vulgar word humorsoine comes nearest 
^ the meaning. , 


case were to be added all those embittered and 
anxious feelings with which tho bravest men. 
even in a better or less doubtful quarrel, regard 
the issue of a dubious conflict, the first time 
when it has been their fate to engage in an aflkir 
of that nature. 

But, however disconsolate the prospect seemed 
in the event of his being conquer^, Halbert 
could expect from victory little more than the 
safely oi his ow'ii life, and the m'aiification of his 
wounded pride. To his friends, to his mother 
and broil icr — especially to Mary Avenel — the 
conscquciicas of his triumph would be more* 
certain dobtructioii ilian tbe contingency of his 
defeat and dcatli. If the English Knight sur- 
vived, ho might in courtesy extend his protection 
to them ; hut if he fell, uotbrng w^as likely to 
screen them from tin viudictive measures which 
the abbot and eon vent would surely adopt against 
the violation of the ]>eace of the Haliaomo, and 
the .slaugliLer of a protected guest by one of their 
ow'n vassals, within whoso house they had lodged 
liim for shelter. These thoughts, iu whicli neither 
view of the case au^pircd aught short of niiii to 
his family, and that ruin entirely brought on by 
his OW'D rashness, w'cre tlioins in Ilnlbert (ilen- 
diniiing’s pillow, and deprived his soul of i>oaoo 
and his eyes of slumber. 

TJiei*e a]>ppared no middle course, saving oiio 
which was mark(*d by d(‘gra<lation, and wdiich, 
oven il he stooi)ecl to it, w^as hy^no moans free of 
danger. He might indeed ooiitess to thpj,'Englibli 
kniglit the stiango eireumstauces whiWi led to 
his })resenting him will) tliat token which the 
White Lady (iu her disnleosiiro as it now seemed )• 
had given liim, tliat he might oiler it to Sir 
Picivio Sharton. Ihit to this avowal his Prido 
could ll^t stoop, and llcason, who is w’ondorfully 
ready to he ot oouiisel w ith Prido ou such oooa- 
sious, ollered many arguments to sliow it w’Dald* 
he useless as well as mean so far to degrade him* 
self. * If 1 tell a tale so W’ondorful,* thought he, 

‘ .diall 1 not either ho stigmatized as a liar, or 
jmnlslied as a wizard ? — W'crc Sir Piercio Shafton 
generous, noble, and henevoloiit, os the cham- 
pions of whom w’o hear in roniaiioo, 1 might 
indeed gain his ear; and, without demeaning 
myself, escape from tliu situation in which I am 
placed. But as ho is, or at least seems to he, 
scll-coneeited, airogant, vain, and prosumptupus 
— I should hut lunnhlo myself in vain — and 1 
will not Imrablo myself I ’ ho said, starting out of 
hod, grasping his broadsword, and hraudishing 
it iu the light of the moon, which streamed 
through the deep niche <4 hat served them as a 
window ; when, to his extreme surprise and 
terror, an airy fomi stood in the moonlight, hut 
intercepted not the rollectioii on the floor. Dimly 
as it was expressed, the sound of thevoice soon 
made him soiisihle ho'saw^ the WhileTiOdy. 

At no time had her presence seemed so tenifio 
to him ; for when lie liad invoke^ her, it was 
w’ith tlio expectation of the apparitiorif and the 
dotcniiination to abide the issue. But now she 
had oomo uncalled, and her 'presence impressed 
him wdth a sense of approaching misfortune, and 
with the hideous apprehension that he had associ- 
ated himself with a demon, over whose motions 
he had no control, and of whose powers and 
quality ho had no certain knowded^ Ho I’o*^ 
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wined, therefore, in more terror, gazing on the 
apparition, which chanted or recited in cadence 
the following lines 

' He whose he^ for vengeance sued, 

Must not shrink from shedding blood; 

^ The knot that thou hast tied with word, 

Thou must loose by edge of sword.’ 

‘ Avaunt thee, ftdse Spirit ! * said Halbert Glen- 
dinning; *I have Dougiit thy advice too dearly 
already. — Begone, in the name of God ! * 

The Spirit laughed ; and the cold unnatural 
aouud of her laughter had something in it more 
fearful than the usually melancholy tones of her 
voice. She then replied : 

* Yota have summon’d me once —you have summon'd 
me twice, 

And without ere a summofis 1 come to you thrice : 

Unask’d for, unsued for, ycti rame to my glen; 

Unsued and unask’d 1 am with yuu ag.iin.‘ 

Halbert Glcndinniiig gave way for a moment 
to terror, and called on his brother, ‘ Edward ! 
waken, waken, for Onr Lady’s sake ! ’ 

Edward awaked accordingly, and asked what 
ho wanted. 

* Tiook out,’ said ITalbcit, * look up ! soest thou 
no one in the room ? ’ 

‘ No, upon my good word,’ said Edward, look- 
ing out. 

‘ What ! seest thou nothing in the moonshine 
upon the floor there ? ’ 

*No, notliing,’ answered Edward, ‘save thy- 
self rdking on lliy naked sword. I tell thee, 
Halbcrl, thou shouldst trust moie to thy spiritual 
Hiins, and lo&s to those of steel and iion. For 
this many a night hast thou started and moaned, 
and cried out of fighting, and of snoetres, and of 
goblins — thy slcc]) hath not refrohlied thee- thy 
w-aking hath been a dream.— Ci edit ‘^le, dear 
Halbei’t, say the Tain and < 'mfo, resign thyself 
to the protection of God, and thou wilt sleep 
sound am} wako in coniiort.’ 

‘ It may Ixj,’ said Ilalbci-t slowly, and having 
his eye still bent on the female form uhieh to 
him seemed di.stinetly visible,— ‘it may be. — 
But tell me, dear Edward, seost thou no one on 
the eliamber floor but nic^^? ’ 

‘ No one,' answeicd Edward, raising himself on 
his elbow ; ‘dear brother, lay ashie tliy u capon, 
say thy prayers, and lay theo down to rest.’ 

while ho thus spoke, the Spirit smiled at Hal- 
bert os if in scorn ; her wan check fade<l in the 
wan moonlight oven before riio smile liad passed 
away, and Hallwrt himself no longcn’ beheld the 
vision to wdiich he liad so anxiously solicited 
liis brother’s attentioft. ‘ May God preserve my 
wits ! ’ he said, as, laying aside his weapon, he 
again threw himself on his bed. 

‘Amen! my dearest brother,* answered Ed- 
^vard ; ‘ Wit we must not provoke that Heaven 
in our wantonnoss which wo invoke in our misery. 
— Be not angry with me, my dear brother— I 
know Mt Why you have totally of late estranged 
yourseir from me— It is true, I am neither so 
athletic in body, nor so alei-t in coura^, as you 
have been from your infancy ; yet, till lately, 
you have not absolutely cast off my society— 
l^lieve me, I have wept In secret, though 1 fore- 
hoj» to intrude myself on your privacy. The 
time has been when you he^d mo not so cheap ; 
and whtn, if 1 coold not follow the game so 


closely, or mark it so truly as you, I could fill 
up our intervale of pastime with pleasant talcs 
of the olden times, which I had read or heard, 
and which exqited even your attention os wc sat 
and ate our provision by some pleasant spring ; — 
but now I have, though I know not why, lost 
thy regard and aflection. Nay, toss not thy 
arms ohout thee thus wildly,' said the younger 
brother ; ‘ from thy strange (Ircains, I fear some 
touch of fever hath aireetc‘d thy blood — let me 
draw closer around thee thy mantle.* 

‘ Forl>car,’ said Halbert — ‘ your rare is needless 
—your com]>laints are w itliout reason — your fears 
on my ac(‘Ount are in vain.* 

‘Nay, but hear me, brother,* said Edward. 

‘ Your speech in sleep, and now even your waking 
dreams, are of beings which belong not to this 
w f»rld, or to our race — Our gtwd Father Eustace 
says, that liow'boit w’o may not do w'ell to receive 
all idle talcs of goblins and spectres, yet there is 
w’arrant from Holy Sciii)tuve to believe tliat the 
fiends haunt waste and solitary jflaccs ; and that 
those wdio frequent such w i Idem esses alone, aic 
the prey, or the sport, of these wandering demons. 
And therefore, I i)ray thee, brother, let mo go 
with you w’hen you go next n]> the glen, where, 
as 3 'ou wtU know, tliero be ])laccs of evil reputa- 
tion — Thou eaiest not for my escort ; but, Hal- 
bert, such dangers arc more safely encountered 
by the wise in judgment, than by the bold in 
bosom ; and thongb 1 have small Ciiuse to boast 
of my owui wisdom, yet I have that w’bicli ariseth 
from the written knowledge of older times.’ 

There was a moment during this discourse, 
when Halbert had well-nigh come to the resolu- 
tion of disburdening his owui breast, by en- 
trusting Edward with all that WTigbed ui)on it. 
But wdicii his brother reminded him that (liis 
was the morning of a liigb bolyday, and tliat, 
setting aside all other business or pleasure, ho 
ought to go to the Monasteiyaud shrive himself 
beloro Father Eustace, who w^ould that day 
occupy the confessional, pride stepped in and 
confirmed his wavering resolution. ‘I will not 
avow,* ho thought, ‘a talc so extraordinary, 
that 1 may be considered as an impostor or 
something worse — I will not fly Irom this 
Englisliman, whose arm and sword may he no 
better tliaii my own. My failiers have laced bis 
betters, were be as much distinguislied in battle 
as be is by bis quaint discourse.' 

Pride, wliieh bos been said to save man, and 
w'oniaii too, from falling, lias yet a stronger 
iuflucnco on the mind when it cinbraoes Uie 
cause of pa.ssion, and seUlum fails to render it 
victorious over conscience and reason. Halbert, 
once (leterniined, though not to the better course, 
at length slept soundly, and was only awakened 
by the dawn of day. 


CHAPTER XX/. 

indiflerent, but indifferent— pbhaw, be doth it not 
Like one who 1 % hi» craft's niaster—ne’er the less 
1 have seen a clown confer a bloody coxcomb 
On one who was a master of defence. 

Olp Plat. 

WiTB the first grey peep of ckrwn Halhttli 
Glondiiuuugsrose, nod haatenedtodroaBhiaumL 
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on liis weapon, and took a oroaa^bow in 
iiie li^nd, as if his usual sport had been his sole 
objeot He j^'opod his way down the dark and 
Mdudlug staScaso, and undid, with as little 
noise as possil)lo, the fastenings of the inner 
door, and of the exterior iron giate. At length 
he stood free in the court-yard, and, looking up 
to the tower, saw a signal made with a handKei- 
chief from the window. Kothing doubting that 
it was his antagonist, lie paused, expecting liim. 
Ihit it was Mary Avomd who glided like a sjuiit 
Irom under the low and rugged poital. 

Halbert was much surprised, and felt, ho 
know not why, like one caught in the act ot 
a moditaiod trespass. The presence of Mary 
Avonol had till that moment never given him 
l>amk Siio spoke, too, in a tone wliero sorrow 
sconiod to mingle witli reproach, while she asked 
him with emphasis, * WHiat ho was about to do ? * 

Ho showcA his cross-bow, and was about to 
express the pretext ho had meditated, when 
Ma^ interrupted him. 

* Not so, Halbert— -that evasion wore unworthy 
of one whose word has hitherto been truth. 
You meditate not the destruction of the deer - 
your liand and your heart a?e aimed at other 
game— you seek to do battle uith this stranger.' 

*An(i wherefore should I quarrel with our 
guest?’ answered Halbert, blusliing deeply. 

‘There are, indeed, many reasons why you 
should not,’ zeplied the maiden, ‘nor is there 
one of avail wnorofore you should — yet never- 
theless, buoh a quarrel you are now searching 
after.’ 

* Why fijiould you su]jposo so, Mary ? ’ said 
Halbert, endeavouring to hide his conscious 
purpose— ‘he is my inothci’s guest— ho is pro- 
tected by the abbot and the community, who 
are our masters — ^he is of high degree also, — and 
wherefore should you think that I can, or dare, 
resent a hasty word, wliich ho has pcrcliance 
thrown out against mo more from the wanton- 
ness of his wit, than the purpose of his heart ? * 

‘ Alas 1 ’ answered the maiden, ‘ the very 
asking that question puts your resolution beyond 
a doubt. Since your childhood you wore over 
daring, seeking danger rather than avoiding it — 
delighting in whatever had the air of adventure 
and of courage : ond it is not from fear that >ou 
will 3JOW blench from your purpose — O, let it 
then from pity ! — from pity, llalbcrt, to your 
aged mother, whom your death or victory will 
alike deprive of the comfort and stay of her age.’ 

‘She lias my brother Edward,’ said Halbert, 
turning suddenly from her. 

‘Size has inaeod,* said Mary A vend, ‘the 
calm, the noble-minded, the considerate Edward, 
who has thy courage, Halbert, without thy fiery 
rashness?, — thy generous spirit, with more of 
i*ea8on to guide it. Ho would not have heard 
his inotlior, would not have heard his adopted 
sister, beseech him in vain not to ruin himself, 
and tear up their ftiture hopes of happiness and 
protection.* 

Halbert’s heart sivellod as he replied to this 
reproach. ‘ Well— what avails it speaking ?— 
you have him that is better than me — wiser, 
more oonsiderate— braver, for aught I know^ 
provided with a proteotmv and neod i 
more for me/ j 


Again ho turned to depart, but Mary 
laid W hand on his ann so gently that nesoatoe 
fdt her hold, yet ielt that it was impossible for 
him to strike it olf. There he stood, one foot 
advanced to leave the court-J^aixl, but so little 
detemiined on departure, that ho I'esenibled a. 
traveller arrested oy the spell of a magician, and 
unable either to quit the attitude of motion, Or 
to proceed on his course. 

Alary Avenel availed heiself of his state of 
suspense. ‘Hoar me,’ she said, ‘Lear mo, Hal- 
beit ' — I atn an orphan, and oven Heaven heara 
the orjlian —1 liavo been the companion of your 
infancy, and it pou will not hear me for an 
instant, frcmi whom may Mary Avenel cla^ 80 » 
poor a l)oon f * 

‘ I hoar you,’ said Halbert Glefidinning ; ‘but 
be Inief dear Mary— yVm mistake tlic nature of 
my business -it i? but a morning of summer 
Rl»ort wdiich ue ])roposc.’ 

‘ Say not 11 ms,’ said the maiden, interrupting 
him, ‘say not thus to me— others thou mayest 
deceive, but me thou canst not — There has been 
that in me from the earliest youth, which fraud 
flies from, and ■which imi)osturo cauiiot deceive. 
For what fate lias given mo such a po'wor I know 
not ; but bred an ignorant maiden, in this 
sequestered valley, mine eyes can too often see 
what man would most willingly hide — I can 
judge of the dark jiiirpose, though it is hid 
under the smiling brow, and a glipieo of the eye 
says more to mo than oaths and protestatu^s ao< 
to others.’ • 

‘Then,* said Halbert, ‘if thou canst so read 
the Imman heart, — say, dear Mary — what dost 
thou see in mine Tell me that— say that what 
thou scest — what thou readest in this bosom, 
does not of fond thee — say but and thou 
.shalt be the guide of my actions, and mould mo 
now and henceforward to honour or to dishonour 
at Iby own free will ! ’ ^ 

Mai y Avenel became first red, and then deadly 
])ale, as Halbert (ilendinning sjioke. Ilut when, 
turning round at tlic close of his addi'ess, he 
took her hand, she gently withdrew it, and 
i*eplied, ‘ I cannot read the heart, nalbei-t, and 
I would not of my wilT know aught of yours, 
save wliat beseems us both — 1 can only judge of 
signs, words, and actions of little outward im- 
port, more tnily than ■those around me, as myv 
eyes, thou kiiowest, have seen objects not lire- 
sented to those of others.’ 

‘ Let them gaze then on one whom they shall 
never see more,’ said Halbert, onco more turning 
from her, and rushing out of tlio cQurt-yaid witli- 
out agaiu looking back. 

Mary Avenel gave a faint scream, and clasped 
1)oth her liands firmly on her forehead and oyes. 
She had been a minute in this attitude, when 
she was thus greeted by a voice ft-om behind : 

‘ Generously done, iny most clement Discretion, 
to hide those brilliant eyes from the for inferior 
beams which even now begin to gild the e|atem 
horizon— Certes, peril there were that PfioAus^ 
outshone in splendour, might in very abame* 
facedness turn oaok his car, and rather leave' the 
world in darkness, than inour the dbg^ of 
such an encounter. — Credit lovely ^ !Pfs- 

oretion* 

But as Sir Fiercie Shilton (the readir wuL > 
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readily set down these flowers of eloquence to 
the j^oper owner) attempted to take Mary 
Aveners hand, in order to proceed in his speech, 
she diook him abrujitly off, and, regarding him 
with an eye which evinced terror and agitation, 
rushed mat him into the tower. 

The knight stood looking after her with a 
oonntenance in which contempt was strongly 
mingled with mortifleatit a. * By my knight- 
hood ! ’ he ejaculated, * 1 have thrown away 
upon this nine nistic Phidole a 8])ceeh, which 
the proudest beauty at the court ot Felicia (so 
let me call the Elysium from whicli I am 
banished ') might have termed the very matins 
of Cupid. Hard and inexorable was the late 
thalssont thee hither, IMercie Shafton, to W'asto 
thy wit upon <?ountry wenches, and thy valour 
U]K)n hob-iiai)ed clowns r« But that insult— that 
anroni— had it been oflered to mo by the low'cat 
plebeian, he must have died for it hy my hand, 
m respect the enormity tif the olfence doth 
countervail the inequality of him by whom 
it is given. I trust I shall tind this clownish 
roisterer not loss willing to deal in blows than 
in taunts.’ 

While ho held this conversation with himself, 
Sir Piercio Shafton was hastening to the little 
tuft of birch-trees which had been assigned as 
the place of meeting. He greeted his antagonist 
with a courtly salutation, followed by this com- 
mentary : * I pray you to observe, that I doff my 
hat to you, tlmugh so much my inferior in rank, 
withVt derogation on my part, iiiasiniicli as my 
having so far honoured you in receiving and aa- 
mitting your defiance, doth, in the jiKmmeut of 
the best riiartialists, in some sort anci for the 
time, raise you to a level with me— an honour 
which you may and ought to account cheaply 
purchased, even with the loss of your life, if 
Mich should chance to be the issue of tins duelle.’ 

‘For which condescension,’ said Halbert, ‘1 
have t(f tliank the token which I presented to 
you.’ 

The knight changed colour, and giinded his 
teeth with rage—* Draw your weapon ! ’ said he 
to Glendinning. 

‘Not in this spot,’ ansivered the youth ; ‘w*o 
should bo liable to interruption — Follow me, 
and I will bring you to a place where wt shall 
^encounter no such risk.’ 

He proceeded to ^valK up tlie glen, resolving 
that their place of combat should be in the 
entrance of the Corri nan*Shiaii ; both bci'ause 
the spot, lying under the reputation of being 
haunted, was verVf little frequented, and also 
because he regaixlcd it as a jdace which to him 
might be teimiod fated, and wldcb lie therefore 
resolved should witness his death or victory. 

They walked up the glen for some time in 
silence,* like honourable enemies who did not 
wish to contend with words, and who had no- 
thing filendly to exchange with each other. 
Sileive, nowever, was always an irksome state 
vfith Sir Piercie, and, moreover, his anger was 
usually a hasty and short-lived pawion. As, 
therefore, he went forth, in his own idea, in all 
l<m and honour towards his antagonist, lie saw 
not any cause for submitting longer to the pain- 
M restraint of native silence. He began by 
oottjpUmenting Halbert on the alert activity 
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with which he surmounted the obstacles and, 
impediments of the way. 

^Tmst me,' said he, ‘worthy rustic, 'wo have 
not a lighter or a firmer step in our courtlike 
revels, and if duly set forth by a silk hose, and 
trained unto that stately exercise, your leg would 
make an indifferent good sliow in a pavin or a 
galliard. And I doubt nothing,' he added, ‘ that 
you liavo availed yourself of some opportunity to 
improve yourself in the art of fence, which is 
more akin than dancing to our present purpose?' 

‘I kiKUv nothing more of fencing,’ said Hal- 
bert, ‘than liath been taught me by an old 
shepherd of onrs, called Martin, and at whiles a 
lesson from Christie of the Clinthill —for the rfesl, 

1 must trust to good sword, strong arm, and 
sound heart. ’ 

‘ Marry and I am glnd of it, young Audacity 
(I will call you my Audacity, niid you will call 
me your Oomlcsccnsion, 'while we are on these 
terms of unnatiii al equality), I am glad o1 your 
ignorance with all my lieart. For wc martialistff 
]noportion the jmnish incuts w’hich "wo inflict 
u|)ou our opposites, to the length and hazaid of 
the efforts wiierewdth they ojiposr* theinselves to- 
ns. And I sec not wljy you, being but a tyi*©, 
may not be held sufficiently punished for your 
outrecuidance, and orgillous presnniption, by 
the loss of an ear, an eye, or even a finger, 
aeconqianied by some ilesh-wound of dejilli and 
severity suited to your error -whereas, had you 
been able to stand moie effectually on your 
defence, 1 sec not liow' less than your life could 
have atoned sulficiently for your presumption.' 

‘ Now, by Cod and Our Lady,' said Ilal^rt, 
unable any longer to restrain liimsolf, ‘ihow^art 
thyself over-i>resimiptuou8, W'ho speakest thus* 
daringly of the issue of a combat 'ivhich is not 
yet even begun — Aic you a god, that you already 
dispose of my life aud limbs if Or arc you a judge 
in the justice -air. telling at your ease and 
without risk, how the head and quarters of a 
condemned criminal arc to ho disjmsed of? ’ 

‘ Not so, 0 thou wdiom I liavc well permitted 
to call thyself my Amlacity I I, thy Oondcsceu- 
sioii, am neither a goil-to judge tlio issue of the 
combat before it is fought, nor a jiideo to dispose ’ 
at my ease and in safety of the limbs aud head 
of a coiidonined criminal ; hut I am an indiffer- 
ent good master of fence, being the first pupil 
of the first master of the first school of fence* 
that our royal England affords, the said master 
being no other than tlie truly noble and all- 
niiutterably skilful Vincentio flaviola, from whom 
I learned the firm step, quick eye, and nimble 
liand — of which qualities thou, 0 my most 
rustical Audacity, art full like to reap the fruits 
BO soon as we shall find a piece of ground fitting 
for such experiments.’ 

They had now reached the gor^e of the ravine, 
%vhere Halbert had at first intended to stop ; but 
when he observed the narrowness of the level 
ground, he began to consider that it was only by 
superior agility that lie could expect to mtike tfp 
his deficiency in the science, as it called, ot 
defence. He found no spot wHcb allMiM 
sufficient room to traverse for thie purtKMie, liutQ 
he gained the well-known fountmu, by ^hdee 

it sprang, was an Wplittbea^^levS"t^^ 
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small stMMSBp indeed, comiMTod with the great 
height of the olif& with whioh it was surrounded 
on eT*ei^ point save that from which the rivulet 
issued torth| yet large enough for their present 
purpose. 

when they had reached this spot of ground, 
fitted well by its gloom and sequestered situation 
to he a scene of moital strife, both were surprised 
to observe that a grave was dug close by the foot 
of the rock with gi'eat neatness and regularity, 
the green turf being laid down upon the one 
side, and the earth thrown out in a heap upon 
the other. A mattock and shovel lay by the 
verge of the grave. 

Sir Piorcie Shafton bent his eye with unusual 
seriousness upon Halbert Glciidiiming, as he 
asked him sternly, ‘Does this bode treason, 
young man ? And have you purpose to set upon 
mo here as in an eiiiboscata or plaec of vantage ^ ’ 

* Not on my part, by Heaven ! ’ answered the 
youth : * I told no one of our purpose, nor would 
1 for the throno of Scotland take odds against a 
single arm.' 

‘I believe thou wouldst not, niiiic Audarity,* 
said the knight, rosiiming the atfeetod manner 
which was become a second nature to him ; 
‘ncvoitheless this fo&sc is curiously well sha])ed, 
and might be the masterpiece of Natuie's last 
bed'iuaker, I would say the sexton — Wherefore, 
let us be thankful to chance or some un- 
known friend, who hath tlius ^irovided for one 
of us the decencies of sepulture, and let us pro- 
ceed to determine which shall have the advan- 
tage of enjoying this place of undisturbed 
slumber.* 

So^ saying, ho stripped off hh doublet and 
cloak, which he loldca up with great care, and 
deposited upon a large stone, wdiile Halbert 
Olendiuniug, not witbout some emotion, followed 
his example. Their vicinity to the favourite 
haunt of the White Lady led him to foi rn con- 
jectures ooncorning the incident of tlie grave — 
'It must have been her work!’ he thought: 
'the Spirit foresaw and has piovidcd for the 
fatal event of the combat — 1 must return from 
this place a homicide, or X must lemaiii heic for 
ever 1 ’ 

The bridge seemed now broken down behind 
him, and the uhaiiee of coming off honourably, 
without killing or being killed (the hope of 
which issue has oheciod the sinking heart of 
inany^a duellist), seemed now altogether to bo 
removed. Yet the very desperation of his situa- 
tion gave him, on an instant’s rufloction, both 
firmness and courage, and presented to him one 
sole alternaiive-^om^ues^ namely, or death. 

' As we are here,’ said Sir Piercie Sliafton, ‘ un- 
aoQom^mnied by any patrons or seconds, it >vero 
well you should pass your hands over my sides, 
as I shall over yours ; not that 1 suspect you to 
.use any quaint device of privy aimour, but in 
order to comply with the ancient and laudable 
cudtom practiwd on all such occasions.' 

While, complyi^ with his antagonist’s 
humour, Halbert Qlendiuning went through 
this ceremony, Sir Piercie Shafton did not fail 
1 0 solicit his attention to the quality and fineness 
of his fought an4 embroidered shirt— ‘In this 
«hirt,’ said he, ‘0 mine Andaoity ! — I say 
in ymy gartuent, in which I am now to 


combat a Scottisli rustio like thyself, it was my 
envied lot to lead the winning party at that 
wondrous match at ballon, made betwiiet the 
divine Astrophel (our iiiatchlcss Sidney) and the 
right honourable my very goo^ Lord of Oxford. 
All the beauties of Felicia (by which name 1 dis- 
tinguish uiir beloved England) stood in the 
gallery, waving their kerchiefs at each turn of 
the game, and cheering the winners by their 
plaudits. After which noble snort we were re- 
1 reshed by a suitable banquet, wliereat it pleased 
the noble Urania (being the unmatched Countess 
of Pembroke) to accommodate me w^tli her fan 
for the cooling iiiy somewhat too much inflamed 
visage, to requite w'hich courtesy, 1 said, casting 
my features into a smiling, yet molauctfoty 
fashion, 0 divinest Urania ! receive again that 
too fatal gift, w liich iiot.iiko the zephyr cooleth, 
but, like the hot breath of tlie sirocco, heateth 
yet more that which is already inflamed. 
Whereupon, looking upon me somewhat scorn- 
fully, yet not so but what the experienced 
eourtici luiglit perceive a certain cast of ai>pro-. 
bative ailcctiou ‘ 

Here the knight w'as interrupted by Halbert, 
who had waited with courteous ])aticnce for some 
little time, till ho found that, far from drawing 
to a close, Sir Ihercie seemed rather inclined to 
W'ax prolix in his reminiscences. 

‘ Sii Knight,* said the youth, ' if this matter be 
not very much to the juirpose, we will, if you 
object not, proceed to that wuicli w e li’ave in hand. 
You should have abiildcn in England hadryou 
desired to waste time in w'ords, for here we spend 
it in blows.’ 

*I cinvo your pardon, most rusticated Auda- 
city,’ answered Sir J’lcrcic ; ‘truly 1 become 
o])livious ot* everything beside, when the recol- 
lections of the divine com t of Jj’elicia press upon 
iny wakened incmory, even a.<i a saint is dazzled 
wdicn he bctliiiiks him of the beatific vision. 
Ah, felicitous Feliciana ! delicate nurse of Aie fair, 
chosen abode of the wise, the birth]dace and 
cradle of nobility, the temjde of courtesy, the 
fane of sprightly chivalry — Ah, heavenly court, 
or lather courtly heaven ! cheered with dances, 
lulled asleep with harmony, wakened with 
sprightly spoits and tournees, dccored with silks 
and tissues, glittering wdth diamonds and jewels, 
standing on cud with doublo-jiiled velvets, satins, 
and satiiiettas ! ’ 

‘ The token, Sir Knight, the token 1 ’ exclaimed 
Halliort Uleiidinning, who, impatient of Sir 
Piercie’s intoimiiiable oratory, reminded him of 
the ground of their quarrel, %jB the best way to 
com|>cl him to the purpose of their meeting. 

And he judged light ; for Sir Piercie Shafton 
no sooner heard him speak, than he exclaimed, 

* Thy death-hour has struck— betake thee to thy 
sword— Via ! ’ * 

Both BW'ords were unsheathed, and the com- 
batants commenced their en^gement. JSalbert 
became immediately aware that, as he expootod, 
he was far inferior to his adversary in the use of 
his weapon. Sir Piercie Shafton had taken no 
more tlian his own share of real merit, when he 
termed himself an absolutely good feneer ; and 
Glendinning soon found that he should hAte 
great difficulty in escaping with life and honour 
from such 4 master of the swonL Tho IlngUah 
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knight was master of all the mystery of the 
afoccokK, s7a&rocatop jwiUo-reverso, incartcUa, and 
BO forth,, which the Italian masters of defence 
had lately introduced into general practice. But 
Oleudinningp on hii part, was no novice in the 
principles ot the art, aucoixiing to the old Scottish 
uuhion, and possessed the first of all qualities, a 
steady and collected mind. At first, being de- 
sirous to trv the skill, and become acquainted 
with the play of his enemy, ho stood on his 
defence, keeping his foot, hand, eye, and body 
in perfect unison, and holding his sword short, 
and with the point towards las antagoniKt’s face, 
60 that Sir Tiercic, in order to assail him, was 
obliged to make actual ^lossos, and could not 
avail Vmself of his skill iu making feints ; while, 
on the other hand, llalbe)± was prompt to juirry 
these attacks, either by Msiltiiig his ground, or 
with the sword. The conscqueiiue was, that, after 
two or three sharp attempts on the ]>art of Sir 
Piercie, which were evaded or disconcerted by 
the address of his opponent, he began to assume 
the defensive iu his turn, fearful of giving some 
advantage by being rejKiatedly the assailant. 
But Hidbert was too cautious to proas on a 
swordsman whoso dexterity had already more 
than once placed him within a hair’s-breadth of 
death, which he had only escaped by uncommon 
ivatchfuliioss and agility. 

When each had made a feint or two, tlicro was 
A i>auso in the coiiilict, both as if by one assent 
droppiim their Swords’ point, and looking on 
e^ch owr for a moment without speaking. At 
length Halbert GlencJ inning, who felt ])crhai)S 
more uneasy on account of his family than ho 
had done before he had disjilayed his own courage, 
and proved the strength of his antagonist, could 
not help saying, * Is the sahjcct of ouv quarrel, 
Sir Knight, so mortal, that one of our two bodies 
must needs fill up that grave ‘{ or may we with 
honour, having ])roved ourselves against each 
other, shodthe our swords and depart friends ? ’ 

* Valiant and roost nistical Audacity,’ said the 
Southron knight, * to no man on earth could you 
have put a question on the code of honour, who 

more capable of rendering you a reason. Let 
us pause for the s^mce of one venue, until 1 give 
you my opinion on this deiieiidciice,* ior certain 
it is, tnat brave men should not run upon their 
fate like brute and furious wild beasts, but should 
slay each other deliberately, decently, and with 
reason. Therefore if we coolly examine the state 
of our dependonco, we may the better apprehend 
whether the sisters three have doomed one of us 
to expiate the same with his blood — Dost thou 
understand me ? ’ 

*1 have heard Father Eustace,’ said Hall)crt, 
after a moment’s recollection, * sj^k of the three 
furies, with their thread and their shears.' 

* Eiiougll— enougli ! ’—interrupted Sir Piercie 
Shafton, crimsoning with a new tit of rage, ‘ the 
thread of thy life is spun 1 ’ 

And with these woids he attacked with the 
Utmost ferocity the Scottish youth, who had but 
Just time to throw himself into a posture of 
defence. But the rash fury of the assailant, as 
frequently happensi disap^wnteil its own luir- 


^ phrase among the brethren of the sword 

for a& exietiiig,qiMn«L 


pose ; for, os he made a daspetate thrust. Halbert 
Ulendinning avoided it, and. ere the kiiigbt could 
recover his w'capon, requited him (to use his own 
language) witb.a resolute stoccata, which passed 
through his l>ody, and Sir Piercie Shafton foil to 
the ground. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

Yes, life hath left him— every busy thought, 

Kach fiery passion, every strong aifection. 

All sense of outward ill and inward sorrow, 

Are Hcd at once from the pale tiiink before me; 

And I b.i\c given that which spoke and moved, 
Thought, acted, suffered as a living man, 

To lie a ghastly form of bloody clay, 

Soon the foul food for reptiles. Old Play. 

I UKLIEVE few successful duellists (if the word 
Bucccssful can be applied to a superiority so fatal) 
have beheld their dead antagonist stretebed on 
the earth at their feet, u ilhout u isliing they could 
redeem with their ow n blood that which it has 
been their fate to s]>ill. Least of all could such 
inditlercnce be the lot of so young a man as 
Halbert (ilendiuiiiug, wh 9 , unused to the sight 
of human blood, was not only struck with sorrow, 
but with tenor, when he beheld Sir Piercie 
Shaliou lie stretched on the gi’ccnsward before 
him, vomiting gore as if impelled by the strokes 
of a pnmp. He tliicvv his tilondy sword on the 

g round, and liastciiod to kneel dow u and support 
im, vainly sti iviiig at the same time to stanch 
his wound, w liicli seemed rather to bleed inwardly 
than externally. 

The unfortunuto knight si>oke at intervals, 
wlieii the Hyneo]>o would ])eujiit him, and his 
words, so far as intelligible, partook of his affected 
and conceited, yet not ungenerous character. 

‘Most rustical youth,’ lie said, ‘thy fortune 
hath prevailed over knightly skill — and Audacity 
liath overconio Condes'Tnsion, even as the kite 
hath sometimes hawked at and stnick down the 
falcon-gentle. — Fly and save thyself! — Take my 
piu’su — it is in tho netlicr pocket of my carnation- 
coloured hose— and is worth a clow'u’s aecoptaiice. 

See tliat my mails, w ith my vestments, be sent 
to the Monastery of St Mary’s’— (hero his voice 
grew weak, and his mind and recollection sccmcil 
to waver) — ‘ 1 bestow the cut velvet jeikiu, with 
close breeches coiifoiming— for — 0! — tho good 
of my soul.’ 

‘ Be of good comfort, sir,’ said Halbert, half 
distracted with his agony of pity and remorse# 

‘ I tnist you shall yet do well.— 0 for a leech I * 

‘ Were there twenty physiciaus, 0 most gener* , 
ous Audacity, and that were a grave spectacle-^ 

1 might not survive, my life is ebbing fast.-— , 
Commend me to the rustical nymph w^hom 1 called 
my Discretion— 0 Claridiana !— true empress of 
this bleeding heart— which now bleodeth in sad ^ 
earnest I— Place me on tho ground at my lengthy , 
most rustical victor, born to qiioncli the prioe of 
tbo buining light of the most felicitous court of . 
Feliciana— 0 saints and angels— knights and^ 
ladies— masques and theatres— quaint aevioes— 
chain-work and broidery --love, honour, and 

beauty l ’ * * 

AYhilc muttering these last words# which lAid' 
from him as it were, tmowarts, whue donbtlsil ' i 
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eoatt. the gallant Sir Pieroie Shafton stretched 
ont hU lim Da--gi'oaned deeply, E^ut his eyes, and 
bseanxo motionless. 

The victor tore his hair for very sorrow, as he 
looked on the pale countenance of liis viotim. 
Life, he thought, liad not utterly iled, but with- 
out better aid than his own, ho saw not how it 
could be ])re8crv'ed. 

' Why,’ ho exclaimed, in vain penitence, * why 
did 1 provoke him to an issue so fatal ? Would 
to God I had submitted to the worst insult man 
could receive from man, rather than bo the 
bloody instrument of this bloody deed — and 
doubly cursed be this ovil-boding spot, which, 
haunted as 1 knew it to be by a witch or a devil, 
1 yet chose for the place of combat 1 In any 
other place, save Ihis, there lind been help to be 
gotten by speed of foot, or by uplifting of voice 
— ^but hero there is no ono to bo lomid by search, 
no one to hear my shouts, save the evil spirit 
who has counselled this mischief. It is not her 
hour — 1 will essay the s)>ell, howsoever ; and if 
she can give mo aid, she sltall do it, or know of 
what a madman is capable even against those of 
another world ! ’ 

He spurned his bloody shoe from his foot, and 
repeated the spell with wliich the reader is well 
acquainted ; but there was neither voice, appari- 
tion, nor signal of answer. Tho youth, in the 
impatience of his despair, and with the rash 
hardihood which formed the basis of his 
character, shouted aloud, ‘Witch — Sorceress — 
Fiend! — art thou deaf to my cries of help, 
and so ready to appear and answer those of 
vengeance^ Arise and speak to me, or I will 
choke up thy fountain, tear down thy holly-bush, 
and leave thy haunt as waste and bare as thy 
fatal assistance lias made me waste of comfort 
and bare of counsel ! ’ — This furious and raving 
invocation was suddenly interrupted by a distant 
sound, resembling a hollo, from the gorge of tho 
ravino. * Now may Saint Mary be praised,' said 
the youth, hastily fastening his sandal, ‘ 1 hear 
the voice of some living man, wlio may give me 
counsel and help in this fearful oxtremi^.’ 

Having donned his sandal, Halbert Glendin- 
ning, hallooing at intervals, in answer to the 
sound which ho had heard, ran with the speed 
of a hunted buck down the rugged detile, as if 
paradise had been before him, liell and all her 
furies behind, and his eternal hajipiness or misery 
had depended upon tho speed which he exerted. 
In a space incredibly short for any one but a 
Soottisn mountaineer having his nerves strung 
by the deepest and most pa^onate interest, the 
youth reaohed the entrance of the ravine, through 
which the rill tliat flows down Gorri nan Shian 
disehargea itself, and unites with the brook that 
waters the little valley of Glendearg. 

Hero he paused, and looked around him up- 
wards and downwards through the glen, witn- 
ont perceiving a human form. His heart sank 
within him. But the windings of the glen 
intercepted his prospect, and the person, whose 
voice he had heard, might therefore be at no 
great difitanee, though not obvious to his sight 
The branches of an oak-tree, which shot etramht 
from the face of a tall cliff, proflitred to his 
vt Mid spirit, stea^ head, and i^ive the 


I means of ascending it as a ]dace of out-look» 
although the enterprise was what most imtt' 
would nave shrunk from. But by one bound 
from the earth, tho active youth caught hold Of 
the lower branch, and swung himself up into tho 
tree, and in a minute more gained the top of the 
cliff, from which he could easily descry a hnmatk 
figure descending the valley. It was not that 
of a shepherd, or of a hunter, and scarcely any 
others used to traverse this deserted solitude, 
esj>ecially coming from the' north, since the 
reader may remember that tho brook took ita 
rise from an extensive and dangerous moraaa 
which lay in that direction. 

But Halbert Glondiiming did not pause to 
consider who tho traveller might bo, or*what 
might be the purpose his joufney. To know 
thal he saw a human •being, and might receive, 
in the extremity of liis distress, the countonanoo 
and advice of a fellow'-croatui*o, was enough for 
him at the moment. He threw himself fl'Om 
the pinnacle of the cliff once more into the arms 
of tho projecting oak-tree, whose boughs waved 
in middle air, anchored by the roots in a huge 
rift or chasm of tho rock. Catching at the 
branch which was nearest to him, ho dropped 
himself from that height upon tho ground ; and 
such was the athletic sjungiuess of nis youthful 
sinews, that he pitched there as lightly, and 
with as little injury, as the falcon stooping front 
her wheel. ^ 

To resume his race at full speed up tlm glen, 
was tho work of an instant ; and as honnmeii 
angle after angle of the indented banks of 
valley, without meeting that which ho sought, 
he became half afraid that the form which he 
had seen at such a distance had already molted 
into thinrair, and ivas either a deception of hi» 
own imagination, or of the elementary spirits by 
which the valley was sup^sed to be haunted. 

But, to his inexpressible joy, as ho turned 
round the base of a iiugo and distinguished crag, 
he saw, straight before and very near to him, a 
person, whose dress, as he view^ed it hastily, 
resembled that of a pilgrim. 

He was a man of advanced life, and w*earing a 
long beard, having on his head a large slouohed 
hat, without either band or brooch. His dress 
was a tunic of black serge, which, like thoso- 
commonly called hiuuar- cloaks, had an upper 
part, which covered tne arms and fell down on 
the lower ; a small ^evip and bottle, which hung 
at his back, with a stout staff in his hand, com- 
pleted his equipage. His step was feeble, like 
that of one exhausted by aatoilsome journey. 

* Save ye, good father ! * said the youth. ’ 
‘God and Our Lady have sent you to my assist' 
ance.’ 

* And in what, my son, can so frail a ciiBatnre 
as I am 1)6 of service to you ? ’ said the* old man, 
not a little surprised at being thus accosted by 
so handsome a youth, his features diseompos^ 
by anxiety, his face flushed with exertftn, his 
hands and much of his dress stained with blood. 

‘A man bleeds to death in the valley here, 
hard by. Come with me — oome with me I You 
are aged— you have experienoe-^you have at least 
your senses-'^and mine have well-nigh left me.' 

‘ A man-'and bleeding to death-'Hmd here m 
this desolate spot ! ’ said the stmnger, 
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‘Stay not to jtueation it, father,' said the 
youth, * but come instantly to hU rescue. Follow 
ute-^foUow me, without an instant’s delay.' 

* Nay, but, my son,' said the old man, * we do 
not lightly foUo\Otlie guides who present them- 
selves thus suddenly in the bosom of a howling 
wildeniess. Ei*e I follow thee, thou must ex- 
pound to mo thy name, +hy purpose, and thy 
oause.* ' 

‘There is no time to expound anytliing,* said 
Halbert ; * 1 tell thoo a man’s life is at stake, 
and thou must come to aid him, or I will carry 
thee thither by force.* 

^ * Nay, thou shalt not need,* said the traveller; 
‘ if it indeed be as thou sayest, I will follow thee 
of ffee-will — the rather that I am not wholly 
unskilled in iSech-oraite and have in iny scrip 
that which may do thy* friend a service. — Yet 
walk moie slowly, I pray thee, for 1 am already 
well-nigh forespent w'ltli travel.’ 

With the indignant iin)jationcc of the fiery 
steed when compelled by his iider to keep mco 
with some slow drudge upon the liigliway, Hal- 
l)ert accompanied the wayfarer, burning with 
anxiety, wliich ho endeavoured to sxibdue, that 
he might not alarm his comt^anioii, who was 
obviously afraid to tinist him. When they 
reached the place wheic they were to turn olf 
the wider glen into the Con'i, the traveller mode 
a doubtful pause, as if unwilling to leave the 
broader path,—* Young man,’ ho said, ‘if thou 
mean^t aught but good to those grey hairs, thou 
wilt ^n little by thy cruelty — I have no earthly 
treasure to tempt either robber or murderer.* 

‘And I,* said the youth, ‘am neither — and 
yet— God of heaven ! — I may be a murderer, 
unless your aid conies in time to this wounded 
WTotch ! * * 

‘ Is it even so ^ ’ said the traveller ; ‘ and do 
human passions disturb the breast of nature, 
ovon iiijier deepest solitude? — Yet wdiy should 
I marvef that wdiere darkness abides the w'oi-ks 
of darkness should abound ? — By its fiuits is the 
tree known. — Lead on, unhappy youth — I follow 
theo I ’ 

And with better will to the jouniey than he 
had evinced hitherto, the stranger exerted him- 
self to the uttermost, and seemed to forget his 
own fatigue in his efforts to keep pace with his 
impatient guide. 

miat was the suriiriso of Halbert Glendinning, 
when, upon arriving at the iatal s})ot, he saw no 
appearance of the body of Sir Piercie Shafton t 
The traces of the fray were otherwise sufficiently 
visible. The knight?^ cloak had indeed vanished 
as well as his body, but his doublet I'emained 
where he had laid it down, and the turf on 
which he had been stretched w'as stained with 
blood in ^peny a dark crimson spot. 

As he^zoa round him in terror and astonish- 
mailt, mlbert’s eyes fell upon the place of 
* sepulture which had so lately appeared to gajie 
to a Victim. It was no longer open, and it 
seemed that earth had received the expected 
tenaut ; for the usual narrow hillock was piled 
over what had lately been an ojjen grave, and 
the miteen sod was adjusted over all wdth the 
aoomeey of an experienced sexton. Halbert 
aglitet. The Idea rushed on his mind 
that the earth*heap before him en- 


closed what had lately been a living, moving,, 
and sentient follow - creature, whom, on little- 
provocation, his fell act had reduced to a clod 
of the valley; os senseless and as cold as the turf 
under which he rested. Tho hand that scooj^ed 
the m-ave had completed its work ; and whose- 
hand could it bo save that of the mysterious 
Being of doubtful <pialify, whom his rashness- 
had invoked, and W'lioiu he hud suffemd to inter- 
mingle in his destinies ? 

As ho stood with clasped hands and iipHftedi 
eyes, bitterly nieiiig liis rasliuess, he was roused 
by tho voii-e of the stranger, w’hose suspicions of 
Ins guide had again been weakened by fiudiiiff 
tho scone so dillerent from wliat Halbert had 
led him to exi)ecl. — ‘Young man,’ he said, ‘hast 
thou baited thy tongue with falsehood to out 
jicrliaps only a few clays fioin tho life of one 
whom Nature will soon call home, without guilt 
on thy pait to hasten bis jouincy i ’ 

‘ By tno blessed Heaven ’ —by our dear Lady ! * 
ejaeulated Ilalbeit 

‘Swear not at all ! ’ said the stranger, inter- 
rupting him, ‘neither hy heaven, for it is God’s 
throne, nor by oarfli, for it is His footstool — nor 
by tho 01 cat arcs whom He hatli made, for tliey 
are but earth niid clay as wc are. Let tljy yea 
be yea, and thy nay, nay. IVll me, in a word, 
wh}*^ and for what puii>obo thou hast feigned a 
tale, to load a bewuldcied tiavellcr }et farther 
astray ^ * 

‘As 1 am a Christian man,' Faid Glendinning, 

‘ I left him here bleeding to death— and now I 
nowhere spy liim, and nnieli I doubt that the 
tomb that thou scest has dosed on his mortah 
lemains ! ' 

‘And who is he for whose fate thou art so 
anxious?’ said the stranger ; ‘or liow is it pos- 
sible that this wounded man could have lieenu 
either removed from, or iiiieircd in, a place so- 
solitary ? * 

‘His name,* said Halbert, ofter a inomcnt’fir 
pause, ‘is Piercie Bhafton— theic, on that very 
spot, I left him bleeding; and what power has. 
convey 0(1 him licnec, 1 know no nioie tlian thou 
dost.’ 

‘Piercie Shafton?’ said the stranger; ‘Sir 
Piercie Shafton of Wilverton, n kinsiimn, as it is* 
said, of the gixiat X^iercie of Norlhuml»eilaud ? 
If tiiou hast slain him, to return to the terri- 
tories of the proud ahliot is to give thy neck 
to the gallows. Ho is well knowui, that riercie- 
Shafton ; the meddling tool of wise idotters — a 
harelu allied trafficker in treason — a champion of* 
the Pope, employed as a forloni hope by those- 
more politic heads, who have more wdll to work 
mischief, than valour to encountei* danj^r* — 
Como with mo, youth, and save thyself from 
tho evil conseqjuences of this deed,— Stride ni» 
to the Castle of Aveiiel, and tliy reward shall be- 
protection and safety.’ 

Again Halbert paused, and summoned Kia 
mind to a hasty council. The vengeance with 
which tho abbot was likely to visit the slaughter 
of Shafton, his friend, and in some measure hi» 
guest, was likely to be severe; yet, in the 
various contingencies which he had ooneide^ 
previous to their duel, he had unaeomintabhr 
omitted to reflect what was to be his Ime.da 
conduct in case of Sir Hereie falliAg by w 
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baud. If be returned to Glendearg, be was 
sure to draw on his whole I'amily, indudinu 
Mary Aveiiel, the resentment of the abbot and 
oomnittiiity, whereas it was possible that flight 
tniebt make Jiim be regarded os the sole author 
•of the deed, and might avert the indication of 
the monks from the rest of the inhabitants of 
Itis paternal tower. Halbert i‘euollooted also the 
* favour expressed for the househoUh and espe- 
dally for Edward, by the sub-prior ; and ho 
conceived that he could, by oommuiilraiing his 
own guilt to that worthy ecclehiastic, when at a 
distance from Glcndearg, becuro his powerful 
interposition in favour of his family. These 
thoughts rapidly passed throtigh his mind, and 
lie determined on flight. The stranger’s com- 
l)any, and his promised protection, came in aid 
of that resolution ; but he was uiiahlc to recon- 
cile the invitation which the old man gave him 
to accompany him for safety to the Castle of 
Jlvenel, with the conuoctiuns of Julian, the 

J jresent usurper of that iiihcriUiice. ‘Good 
ather,' he said. ‘I fear that you mistake the 
anan with whom you wish inc to harbour. 
Avenel guided riorcic Sliaftoii into Scotland, 
Aud his lionchmun, Christie of the Cliiithill, 
brought the Southron hither.’ 

‘ Of that,* said the old man, ‘ I am w’cll aware. 
Yet if thou wdlt trust to me, as I liave shown no 
reluctauee to confide in thee, thou shalt find 
with Julian Aveiiel welcome, or at least safety.* 
‘Father,* replied Halbert, ‘though I can ill 
reconollft what thou sayest with what Julian 
Avenel liath done, yet caring little about the 
safety of a creature so lost as myself, and as thy 
words seem those of tiuth and honesty, and 
Hnally, as thou didst render thyself frankly up 
to my conduct, I will roturii the confidence 
thou hast show n, and accoinpaiiy thee to the 
Castle of Avenel by a road which thou thyself 
couldst never have dibcovered.’ He led the 
way, and the old man followed for some time in 
Ailonce. 


CHAPTER XXJJL 

*TIb when the wound is stiflVning with the cold, 
The warrior fir&t feels pain-^tis when the heat 
And fiery fever of his soul is passed. 

The sinner feels remorse. Old Play. 

Thk feelings of compunotion with which Hal- 
'bert Gleudiiiniug w^as visited upon this luiiufiil 
occasion, w^ore deeiier than belonged to an age 
And country in which human life w'as held bo 
ohoap. They foil far short certainly of tlioso 
widen might liave afflicted a mind regulated by 
better religious precepts, aud moio strictly 
trained under social laws ; but still they were 
deep and severely felt, and divided in Halbert’s 
heart even the regrot with which lie parted from 
Mary Avenel and the tow^’or of his facers. 

The old traveller w^alked siloutlr by his side 
for some time, and then addressed him : — ‘ My 
sou, it lias been said tliat sorrow' must speak or 
4ie— “Wliy art thou so much cast down ? — ^Tell 
me thy unhappy tale, and it may be that my 
y ^ hw^may devise counsel ana aid for your 


‘AlasT said Halbert Olendinning, *csn you 
wonder why I am oast down 1 am at thk 
instant a fugitive from my father’s house, from 
my mother, and from my friends, and I hear on 
my head the blood of a man wh« injured me but 
hi idle words, which I have thus bloodily re- 
quited. My heart now tolls me 1 have done 
evil — it were harder than these rocks if it could 
bear unmoved the thought that i have sent this 
man to a long account, unhouseied aud un- 
blirioved ! * 

‘Pause there, mv son,* said the traveller. 
‘That thou host defaced God’s imago in thy 
neighbour’s ])or8on — that thou hast sent dust to 
dust in idle wratli or idler pride, is indeed a sin 
of the deepest dye — that thou hast cut short 'the 
space whicli Heaven migl A have alrow'ed liim for 
ropciiUiije, makes it yeb more deadly ;~but for 
all this there is balm in Gilead.’ 

‘ 1 undci stand you not, fatlier,’ said Halbert, 
struck by the solemn tone which was assumed 
by his companion. 

The old man proceeded, ‘Thou hast slain 
thino enemy — it w'as a cruel deed : thou hast 
cut him oil' perchance in his sins — it is a fearful 
aggravation. Do yet, by my counsel and in lieu 
of him whom thou hast perchance consigned to 
the kingdom of Satan, lot thine elToits w'rest 
another subject from the reign of the Evil One.’ 

‘ I iindei stand you, latbcr,’ said Halbert ; 
‘thou wouldst ha VO me atone for my lashness 
by doing service to the soul of my adversary — 
But how may this be? I have no money to 
purchase masses, and gladly would I go bai'efoot 
to the Holy Land to Ireo his spirit from purga- 
tory, only that ’ 

‘ My son,’ said the old man, intemipting him, 
‘the sinner* for w’lioso rodemi>tiou I entreat you 
to labour, is not the dead but the living. It is 
not for the soul of thine enemy 1 would exhort 
thee to ])ray — that has already had its final 
doom from a Judge as increifnl as ho Is just; 
nor, wert thou to coin that rock into ducats, and 
obtain a moss for each one, would it avail tho 
departed sjiirit. Where the tree hath fallen, it 
must lie. But the sa]>liiig, which hatli in it yet 
the vigour and juice of life, may be bended to 
the point to which it ought to incline.’ 

‘Art thou a priest, lather?’ said the young 
man ; ‘ or by what coinmissiou dost thou talk of 
such high niattci's ? ' 

‘By that of ray Almighty Master,* said the 
traveller, ‘ under whose banner I am an enlisted 
soldier,’ 

Halbert’s acquaintance 'wkh religious matters 
was no deeper than could bo derivod from the 
Archbishop of Saint Andrews* Catechism,* and 
the pamphlet called tho Twapennie Faith, both 
w hich were industriously circulated and recom- 
mended by the monks of Saint MaiVs* Yet, 
how'ever indiflercut and su^icrficial a theologiani 
ho began to suspect that he w'os now iiboompany 
with one of the gospellers, or herotlos, before 


* [This volume, printed at St. Andrews in xssa, knoWti 
IS Archbishop Hamilton’s Catechism, was confounded hy 
Dishop S^tiswood and others with the 
\ tract of four in 1558, discovered only a fisw years 
nro, is more likely the one mentioned by Knox. See 
Inox’s vol. L p. apt ; Th^ 

fcA* iii. p. ^13 ; and Asmst, vol. vi p« 6y&| 
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lirhose influenoe the ancient system of religion 
now tottered to the very foundation. Bred up, 
as may well be presumed, in a holy horror 
against those formidable sectaries, the youth’s 
first feelings we^e those of a devoted Ghui'ch 
vassal. 'Old man,’ he said, 'wert thou able 
to make good with thv hand the words that 
thy ton^e hath spoken a^inst our Holy 
Mother Churcl*, we shoiJd have tried upon 
this moor which of our creeds hath the better 
chanH>ion.* 

^ ^y,’ said the stranger, 'if thou art a true 
soldier of Romo, thou wilt not pause from thy 
purpose because thou hast the odds of years and 
of strength on thy side. Heaikeu to me, my 
son# 1 have sJiowed thee how to make thy 
|)caco with Heaven, aiul thou hast rejected my 
prolftT. I will now slipw thee how thou shalt 
make thy reconciliation with the powers of this 
world. Take this grey head from the frail body 
which supports it, and cany it to the chair of 
iroud Abbot Boniface ; and when thou tcllest 
liin thou hast slain Picrcic Shafton, and his ire 
rises at the deed, lay the head of Ilonry Warden 
at liis foot, and thou shalt have praise instead 
of censure.’ 

Halbert Glendinning stepped back in surprise. 
* What ! are you that Henry Warden so famous 
among the heretics, that even Knox’s name is 
scarce more frequently in their mouths? Art 
thou ho, and darost tliou to approach the Hali- 
donic of Saiift Mary’s ? ’ 

‘Ibain Henry Warden, of a surety,’ said the 
old man, ‘far unworthy to bo named in the same 
brcatli w’ith Knox, but yet willing to venture on 
whatever dangers my Master’s seivice may call 
mo to.’ 

‘Hearken to mo, tlicn,’ said Hallxjrt; ‘to slay 
thee I have no heart — to make tlice prisoner, 
were equally to bring thy blood on my head— 
to leave thee in this wild witliout a guide were 
little Ubttcr. I will conduct thee, as 1 promised, 
in safety to the Castle of A vend ; but breathe 
not, while w^e are on the journey, a word against 
the doctrines of the Holy Church of which I am 
an unworthy— but though an ignorant, a zealous 
member. — When thou art there anived, beware 
of thyself— there is a high price u])on thy head, 
and Julian Avenel loves the glance of gold 
bonnet-pieces.’ 

‘Yet thou sayest not,‘' answered the Protestant 
preacher, for such he was, ‘that for lucre h<* 
would sell the blood of his guest ? ’ 

‘ Not if thou comest an invited stranger, i-ely 
ing on his faith,’ s^id the youth ; ‘evil as Julian 
may be, he dare not break the rites ot hospitality ; 
for, loose as we on these marches may be in all 
other ties, these are respected amongst us even 
to idolatry, and his nearest relations would think 
it incumbent on them to spill his blood them- 
aelvas, to efface the disgrace such treason ivould 
bring unpn their name and lineage. But if thou 
oek seii-invited, and ivithout assurance of safety, 
promise thee thy risk is groat.’ 

‘ I am in God’s hand,’ answered the preacher ; 
‘it is on his errand that I traverse these wilds 
l^midst dangers of every kind ; while I am useful 

^ K gold coin of James V., the most beautiful of the 
Seottiab series; so called because the efiigy of the 
is represented wearing a bonnet. 


for my Master’s service, they shall not prevail 
against me ; and i^hen, like the barren iig-treo, 

I can no longer produce fruit, vrhat imports it 
when or by whom the axe is laid to the 
root?’ 

‘Your courage and devotion,’ said Glendinning^ 
‘arc worthy of a better cause.’ 

‘Tliat,* said Warden, ‘cannot be — mine is the* 
very best.’ 

They continued their journey in silence,. 
Halbert G lend inn ing tracing with the utmost 
accuracy tiro mazes uf the dan^rous and in- 
iricato morasses and hills which divided ther 
Halidomo from the barony of Avenel. From 
time to time he was obliged to stop, in order 
to assist bis (‘ompaniuii to cross the black inter- 
vals of quaking bog, cdllcd in Ihe »Scottihlr dialect 
hags, by which the lirnier parts of the nioraea 
were intersected. 

‘Courage, old man,’ said Halbert, as he ’saw 
liis companion almost exhausted with fatigue, 

‘ wo shall soon bo u}>on hard ground. And yet, 
soft as this moss i‘<, 1 have seen the merry 
lalconcis go through it as light as deer when 
the qiiany was upon the flight.* 

‘Tine, my son,’ ansucred Warden, ‘for so I 
vill still call you, though you term me no longer" 
father; and even so doth headlong youth pursue- 
its jJcasurcp, without j'cgard to tno mire and 
the peril of the patln through which they are 
hur*iied.’ 

* I have already told tlicc,' auswered Halbert 
Glendinning sternly, ‘that I will hear nothing 
from thee that savours of doctrine.’ 

‘Nay, but, my son,’ answer cd Warden, ‘thy 
spiritual fatlur himself would sui*ely not dispute 
the truth of what I have now' spoken for your 
edification ! ' 

Glendinning stoutly rejJicd, ‘I know not how 
that may be— but J wot well it is the fashion of 
your brothcibood to bait your hook with fair 
discourse, and to hold yourselves up as angtds 
of light, that you may the better extend the 
kingdom of darkness.’ 

‘May God,’ replied the jU'PQcher, ‘jtardoii 
those w ho have thiis reported of his servants I 
1 will not otl'ciid thee, rny son, by being instant 
out of season — thou siiCiikobt but as tliou art 
taught — yet sure I tnisfc that so goodly a youth 
will be still rescued, like a brand from the 
burning.’ 

While he thus spoke, the verge of the morass- 
w'as attained, and their path lay on the declivity. 
Greens wm’d it was, and, viewed from a distance, 
chequered with its nari'ow and verdant line the 
dark-brown heath which it traversed, though the 
distinction ivas not so easily traced when they* 
w'ere ivalking on it.t The old man pursued his 
journey with corniiarative case ; anu, unwilling 
again to aw'akeii the jealous zeal of his young 
companion for the Roman faith, he discoursed 
on other matters. The tone of his convemtioi^ 
was still grave, moral, and instructive. He had 
travelled much, and knew both the language aA<k 
manner's of other countries, concerning whieW 
Halbert Glendinning, already anticipating the^ 

tThls sort of path, visible when looked at from at 
distance, hut not to be seen when you are upon It. is. 
called on the Border by the siguhicant name of a BUa^ 
road. a 
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povsibililn' of being obliged to leavo Scotland 
for the deed he hod done, was naturally and 
ani^^oui^y desirous of information. By degrees 
he i^as more attracted by the charms oi tho 
oBtranger’s couversatiou than repelled by the 
dread of his dangerous character as a heretic, 
Aud Halbert had called him lather more than 
•once, ere the turrets of Avcucl Castle came in 
view. 

Tho situation of this ancient fortress was re- 
markable. It occuxiicd a sniull rocky islet in a 
mountain lake, or tani^ as such a ])ieco of water 
is called in Westmoreland. The lake might bo 
.about a mile in circumference, suri'oundcd by 
hills of considerable height, which, except ^^heio 
'old trees and brushwood occupied tho ravim^s 
that divided them from each other, were bare 
.and heathy. The surprise of tho spectator was 
chietly excited by lindiug a piece of water situ- 
ated HI that high and mountainous region, and 
tho landscape ai;ouud hod features which might 
rather bo termed wild, than either romantic or 
aublime ; yet tho scone was not without its 
cliaruis. Under tho burning sun of suminer, 
the clear azure of tho deo)> imrulHcd lake re- 
fresliod the eye, and impressed the iiiiud with 
a pleasing feeling of deep solitude. In winter, 
when the snow lay on the mountains around, 
these dazzling masses appeared to ascend far 
beyond their wonted and natuial height ; while 
tho lake, which strotclicd beneath, and filled 
their bosom with all its frozen waves, lay like 
the surface of a darkened and broken mirror 
.around tho black and rocky islet, and tlie 
walls of the grey cdbtle with which it was 
• crowned. 

As the castle oceAi]>ied, cither with its principal 
buildings, or with its Hanking and outward 'walls, 
-cvoiy projecting p(unt of rock, which served as 
its site, it facenicd as completely surrounded by 
water as tlio nest of a wild swan, save wdicro a 
narrow causeway extended betivixt the islet and 
tho shore. But the fortress ivos laiger in a]»- 
])ear<iueo tlian in reality ; and of the buildings 
ivJdch it actually contained, many liad become 
ruinous and iiniidiabitablc. lii tho times of tho 
gfaiuleiir of the Avenel lamily, these had been 
occulted hy a consider.ible gai risou of followers 
and retainers, but they were now in a great 
measure deserted ; and Julian Avenel w^ould 
probably have fixed his habitation in a resid- 
•oiieo better suited to his diminisliod fortunes, 
had it not been for the great security which the 
situation of the old castle afforded to a man of 
his prei'arious and ])orilous mode of life. In- 
deed, in this respect, tho Rjiot could scarce 
have been more happily chosen, for it could 
ho reudemi almost completely inaccessible at 
tlie ideasuro of tho iiihabitaht. Tho distance 
betwixt tho nearest shore and the islet was not 
indeed above a hundred yards ; but then tho 
causeway w'hich connected tliom was extremely 
narrow, and comjdctoly divided by two cuts, 
one ill the mid- way between tho islet and 
shore, and another close under the outward 
gate of tho toastie, fliese formed a formidable, 
and almost insurmountable, inteiruption to 
ahy hostile approach. Kach was defended by a 
onto of whiob, being that nearest 
JO castle, was regularly raised at all ^times 


during tho day, and both woro lifted at 
night.* 

The situation of Julian Avenel, engaged in a 
variety of feuds, and a party to almost every 
dark and mysterious trausaovon which was on 
font in that wild and military frontier, required 
all these precautions for his security. His own 
ambiguous and doubtful coui'se of policy had in- 
creased these dangers ; for, as h^ made professions 
to both jiarties in the state, and oocosioiially 
united more actively with either the one or the 
otiier, as chanced best to serve his immediate 
]mrpose, ho could not be said to have either firm 
allies and protectors, or determined enemies. 
His life was a life of expedients and of peril ; and 
while, in pursuit of his interest, he made all tho 
doubles whieh he thought necessary to attain his 
objed, lic often ovcrrftn his prey, and missed 
that which lie might liavo gained by observing 
a straightcr course. 


CHAPTER XXIV, 

I’ll walk on tiptoe ; arm my eye with caution, 

My lu‘.ut with courage, and my hand with weapon, 

Like him who ventures on u lion's den. 

Old Plav. 

When, issuing from tho gorge of a pass which 
terminated upon the lake, the tra\Tllers came in 
.sight of tlie ancient Castle of Ayenol, the old 
man looked with earnest attention npou tho 
scene before liim. The castle was, as w^ have 
said, in many jdaccs ruinous, as was evident, 
even at this distance, by the broken, nicged, 
and irregular outline of the walls and oitlie 
towers. In others it seemed more entire, and a 
pillar of d«A*k smoke, which ascended from tho 
ehimuoys of tho donjon, and sjiroad its long 
dusky ]-»ciinoii through the clear ether, indicated 
that it was inhabited. But no cornfields or 
enclosed pasture-^’ouiids on the side of the lake 
showed that jirovideiit attention to comfort and 
subsistonco which usually appeared near tho 
houses of the greater, and even of the lessor 
barons. There were no cottages with theijr 
liatches of infield, and their crofte and gardens, 
suiToimdcd by roivs of massive sycamores ; no 
church witli its simple tower in the valley ; 
no herds of sheep among the hills ; no cattle on 
the lower ground ; nothing which intimated the 
occasional prosecutioivof tlio arts of peace and of 
industry. It was plain that the inhabitants, 
whether few or nnmerous, must be considered as 
tho gariison of the castle, « living within its 
defended precincts, and subsisting by means 
which were other than peaceful. 

Probably it was with this conviction that the 
old man, gazing on the castle, muttered to him- 
self, 'Lajtis offmsionis H jtetra scandaliP and 
then, turning to Halbert Glendinning, he added, 

* It is in vain to search near Melrose for any suchl^tle 
as i.s here described. The lakes at the head of the Yarrhw, 
and those at the rise of the water of Ale, present Ao Object 
of the kind. But In Yetholm Loch (a romantic sheet of 
water, in the dry march, as it is called) there are 
remains of a fortress called Lochside Tower, which, like 
the supposed Castle of Avenel, is boilt upon an inintd, 
and connected with the land by a caueeway. It Is^iraOh 
smaller than the Castle of Avenel is described/ coosIMg 
only of a single ruinous tower* 
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* We mey say of yonder fort, as King James did 
of another fastuetw in this provinoe, that he who 
built it was a thief in hie hearty * 

* But it woe not so/ answered Glendimiing ; 
^yonder castle vms built by the old lords of 
Avenel, men as mnoh beloved in ponce as tbev 
were respected in war. They were the bulwark 
of the froutiei’s against foreigners, and the pro- 
tectors of the nsttivea from iiomcstic oppression. 
The present usurper of their inheritance no more 
resembles them, than the night-i»rowling owl 
resembles a falcon, beoausc she builds on the 
name rock.’ 

*This Julian Avouel. then, holds no high 
place in the love and regard of his neighbours i ’ 
said Warden. 

‘ So little,’ ai^swered Halbert, ‘ that besides the 

i 'ack-meu and riders witlfy'liom bo has associated 
limstilf, and of whom he lias many at his dis- 
posal, I know of few wlio voluntajily associate 
with him. He has been more than once outlawed 
both by Kngland and Scotland, Ills lands de- 
•clared forfeited, and his head sot at a price. 
But in those unquiet times, a man so daring as 
Julian Avenel has ever found some friends will- 


ing to ]>rotoel him against the penalties of the 
law, on condition of his secret sorvicos.’ 

^You describe a dangerous man,’ replied 
Warden. 

*You may have experience of that,’ rejilied 
the youtli, 4f you deal not the more waiily ; — 
though it maf be that ho also lias forsaken the 
■community of the Church, and gone astray in 
the jMith of heresy.* 

*What your nlinducss terms the path of 
heresy,’ answered the refonner, *is inuced the 
straight anil narrow way, wherein lie who walks 
turns not aside, whether for worldly^ wealth or 
for worldly passions. Would to God this man 
were moved by no other and no worse spiiit than’ 
that which prompts my poor endeavours to 
■extend the kingdom of heaven 1 This Baiou of 
Avenel is personally unknown to me, is not of 
■OUT oongregation or of our counsel ; yet I bear 
to him charges touching my safety, Irom those 
whom he must fear if he docs not respect theni, 
and upon tliat assurance I will venture ui>on his 
hold.— I am now sufficiently refreshed by those 
few minutes of repose.’ 

‘Take then this advice for your safety,’ said 
Halbert, ‘ and believe that it is founded upon 
the usage of this countiy and its inhabitants. 
If you can better shift fot* yourself, go not to 
the Castle of Avenel — if you do risk going 
thither, obtain from him, ir possible, his safe- 
conduct, and bew*aro that he swears it by the 
Block ^od — and lastly, observe whether ho 
'Cats with yon at the board, or pledges you in the 
•ettp ; lor if he gives you not these signs^ of wcl- 
fcome, hii thouAts ai*e evil towai*d3 you.’ 

‘ Alas,! ’ said the preacher, ‘ I have no better 

towwjf go thither trusting to aid which is 
not of this earth. — But thou, good youth, needest 
thou trust thyself in this dangerous den ? 

*1,’ answered Halbert, ‘am in no danger. I 


* It was of Lochwood, the hereditary fortrw* of 
lohiwtooea of Annandale, a strong castle situ^ed m 
eetttre of a quaking bog, that James VI. made tffis 
renark. 


am well known to Christie of the Clinthill, the 
henchman of this Julian Avenel ; and, what is 
a yet better proveotion, I have notliiiig either to 
provoke malice or to tempt plunder. ’ 

The tramp 6f a steed, which clattered along 
the shingly banks of the loch, was now lioaid 
behind them ; and, when tliey looked back, a 
rider was visible, his steel cap and the point of 
his long lance glancing in the setting sun, as ho 
rode rapidly towards them. 

Halbert Gleiidinniiig soon recognised Cbristie 
of the Clinthill, and made his companion aware 
tliat the henchman of Julian Avenel was ap- 
proaching. 

‘ Ha, youngling I ’ said Christie to Halbert, as 
he came up to them, ‘ tliou hast made good my 
word at last, and emne to take service with 
my noble master, hast thou not? Thou shalt 
find a good jriend and a tine ; and ere Saint 
Bamaby come round again, thou shall know 
every pass betwixt Millhum Plain and Netlieiby, 
as if thou haclst been l)oiu with a jack on thy 
back, and a hi nee in tliy hand. — What old carlo 
hast thou with thee ?--Hc is not of the brothor- 
IioikI of Saint Mary’s— at least he has not tiie 
buistt of these black cattle.’ 

‘He is a wayfaring man,’ said HalherL, ‘ wlio 
has concerns with Julian of Avenel. For myself, 

I I intend to go to Edinburgh, to see the court and 
the queen, and when I return Jiitlier wo will talk 
of your prolfer. Meaiitime, as thou hast often 
invited mo to the castle, I crave hospitality there 
to-iiiglit for myself and my companion.’ 

‘For thy-elf and welcome, young conimde,’ 
replied Christie; ‘hnl wo haihour no pilgrims, 
nor aught that looks like a ])iJgtini.‘ 

‘So please you,’ said Waiden, ‘1 have letters 
of commendation to thy master from a suto 
friend, whom ho will right willingly oblige in 
higher matters than in affording mo a biiel jiro- 
tcctiou. — And [ am no pilgrim, hut lenounoe the 
same, with all its suiieistitious ohservunecs.' 

Ho offered his letteis to the Jioiscmaii, W'lio 
shook his head. 

‘These,’ he saiil, ’are matteis for iny mastor, 
and it wull he well if he ean lead tliem himstdf ; 
forme, swrord mid lance arc my hook and jisalter, 
and have hetii since I was tw'elve yearn old. 
But I will giiidi* you to the etistle, and the Baron 
of Avenel will himself judge of your ciiaud.’ 

15y this time the party liad reached the cause- 
way, along which ('hristie advanced at a tint, 
intimating his prcseiieo to the wardens within 
the castle by a shrill and peculiar whistle. At 
tins signal the farther drawbridge was low’Oi'ed. 
The horseman passed it uuil clisa]qieared under 
the gloomy portal whieh was beyond it. 

Glcndiuniug and Ids coiiqitinion, advaming 
more loiaurcdy along tlie rugged causeway, stood 
at length under the same gatew’oy, over which 
frowned, in dark red freestone, tlie ancient 
armorial bearings of the house of Avenel, which 
represented a ierualo figure shrouded and nmffied, 
which occupied the wliole field. The cause of 
their assuming so singular a device was aucertaiu, 
but the figure w^as j^nerally supposed to repre- 
sent the mysterious being called uio Whito limy 


t the brand, cr nark, set upon sheep or cntki 
by their owners. 
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of Ayenel,* The sight of this mouldering shield 
in the mind of Halbert the stran^ 
•oireninstanoes wliich had connected his fate with 
that of Maty Aveiiel, and with the doings of the 
apiritual Being who was attached to her house, 
and whom he saw hero represented in stone, as 
he had before seen her eiligy upon the seal ring 
of Walter Avenel, which, witli other trinkets 
formerly mentioned, liad been saved from pillage, 
mid brought to Olendearg, when Mary's mother 
was driven from her habitation. 

'You sigh, my son,' said the old man, observing 
the impression made on his youthful companion’s 
oountoiianco, but mistaking tho cause ; ' if you 
fear to enter we may yet rot urn.* 

‘That can yo not,’ said (Christie of tho Glint- 
hill, who emerged at that instant from the side- 
door under tho archway. ‘Look yonder, and 
choose whether you will return skimming tlio 
water like a wild-duck, or winging the air like a 
plover.’ 

They looked, and saw that the drawbridge 
which they had just crossed was agiiin raised, and 
now interposed its planks betwixt the setting 
sun and tho portal of tho castle, deepening the 
gloom of tho arch under which they stood. 
Gliristiolanghod, and bid them followhini, saying, 
by way of encouragement, in Halbert’s ear, 
‘Answer boldly and readily to wliatcvcr the 
baron asks you. Never stoji to ])ick your words, 
and above all show no fear of him — tho devil is • 
not so black as he is painted.’ 

As ho spoke thus, he inlroduccd them into tho 
largo stone hall, at the upper end of which 
bla/cd a huge lire of wood. Tho long oaken 
table, which, as usual, occujued the midst of 
tho apartment, was covered with nide ptepara- 
tious lor the evening meal of the baron and his 
chief domestics, live or six of whom, strong, 
athletic, savage-looking men, paced up and 
down the lower cud oi tho hall, which lang to 
the jarring clang of their long swords that 
clashed as they moved, and to tho heavy trainji 
of their high-lieelcd jack-boots. Iron ja(‘ks, or 
coats of Imlf, formed tlie ])riueipal part of their 
dross, and steel- bonnets, or huge slouched hats 
with Sjiaiiisb ]»]umos drooping oaekwards, were 
their head attire. 

The Baron of Avencl was one of those tall, 
muscular, martial figui’c.s, wliich are thefavouiito 
subjects of Salvator Rosa. He wore a cloak 
which had been once gaily trimnied, but which, 
by long wear and lrc(]^npnt exposure to tho 
weather, was now faded in its colours. Thrown 
negligently about his tall person, it nartly hid, 
and iMirtly showed, a short doublet of buff, under 
wbicn was in some ])laees visible that light shirt 
of mail which was called a secret, because worn 
instead of more ostensible armour to jirotect 
against private assassination. A leathern belt 
sustaiuea a large and heavy sword on one side, 
and on the other that ^y poniard wliich had 
once called Sir Piercie Shafton master, of which 
the hatchments and gildings were already much 
defaced, either by rough usage or neglect. 

Notwithstanding the nideness of his apparel, 

* There is an ancient English family, 1 believe, wliich 
bears, or dW bear, a ghost or spirit passant sable in a field 
This seems to have been a device of a punning 


Julian Avenel’s manner and countenance liad far 
more elevation than those of the attendants who 
surrounded him. He might be fifty or upwards, 
for his dark hair was mingled with grey, ont 
had neither tamed the tire qf his eye nor the 
enterprise of his disposition. His countenance 
had l^n handsome, for beauty was an attribute 
of the family ; but the lines were roughened by 
fatigue and exposure to the weather, and rendered 
coarse by the habitual indulgence of violent 
passions. 

He seemed in deep and moody reflection, and 
was pacing at a distance from his dependents 
along the upper cud of tho hall, sometimes 
stopping from time to time to caress or feed a 
goshawk, which sat njion his wrist, with its jesses 
{Lc, tho leathern stiaps^fixod to i^s logs) wrapped 
around his hand, ’/lie bird, which seemed 
not insensible to its master s attention, answered 
his oarc&ses by niffling forward its feathers, and 
peeking playfully at his finger. At such 
intervals the baron smiled, but instantly resumed 
the darksome air of sullen meditation. He did 
not even deign to look u])on an object wliieli few 
could have passed and ro])assed so often without 
bestowing on it a transient glance. 

This was a woman of exceeding lieauty, rather 
gaily than richly attired, who sat on a low scat 
close by the huge hall chimney. Tho gold ehaina 
round lier neck and arms, — the gay gown of 
green wliich swejit the floor, -the silver- 
ernbroidered girdle, with its buHiih of keys de- 
pending in liouHcwifely imdc by a silvei;! chain, 
—the ycll(jw silken coucrrrh(f (Scottie^, curcJi) 
which was disposed around her head, and partly 
concealed her dark ]>rofusion of hair,— above all, 
the eirenmstaneo so delicately touched in tho old 
ballad, thf|.t ‘ the girdle was too short,’ the ‘ gowiii 
of green all too strait,’ for the weaver’s present 
shajie, would have intimated the baron’s lady. 
But then the lowly seat, — the expression of deeu 
melancholy, which was changed into a timid 
smile whenever she saw the least chance of 
catching the eye of Julian Avcnel, — ^the subdued 
look of gi'ief, and the starting tear for wdiieli that 
constrained smile was again exchanged when 
she saw' herself eiitiicly disregarded, — these wero 
not the attributes of a wife, rather those of a 
dejected and atUicled female, who had yielded 
her love on less than legitimate terms. 

Julian Avenel, as wu have said, continued to 
Xiaeo the hall without laying any of that muto 
attention wdiich is' rendered to almost every 
female cither by alfcction or couilesy. lie 
seemed totally unc*onscious; of her presence, or 
of that of his attendants, anR was only roused 
firoin his own dark reflections by tho notice he 
I»aid to tho falcon, to which, however, the lady 
seemed to attend, as if studying to find cither 
an opportunity of s^ieaking to the bai^n, or of 
finding something enijQ;matacal in the expressions 
which ho used to the hii d. All this the strangers 
had time enough to remark ; for no Ifeongr had 
they entered the apartment, than their iishcr„ 
Christie of the Clinthill, after exchanging a 
significant glance with tho menials or trootiera 
at the lower end of the apartment^ signoa to 
Halbert Glendinning and to his eoitipanion to 
stand still near the door^ while he himself^, 
advancing nearer the table, placed himaelf in 
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sijLoh a situatibn as to oatoh the baron's observa- 
tion when he should be disposed to look around, 
Imt without presuming to intnide himself on 
his master's notify. Indeed, the look of this 
man, naturally bold, hardy, and audacious, 
seemed totally changed when ho was in presence 
of his master, and resembleil the dejected and 
oowerii^ mannes of a qudiTelsome dog when 
rebuked by his owner, or when he finds iiimself 
obliged to deprecate the violence of a superior 
adversary of his own species. 

In spite of the novelty of his own situation, 
and every painful feeling connected with it, 
Halbert felt uis curiosity interested in the female, 
who •sat by the chimney unnoticed and un- 
rogaided. He, marked with what keen and 
trembling solicitude slfh Wcatclied the broken 
words of Julian, and how ner glance stole towards 
him, ready to bo averted upon the slightest 
chance of his perceiving himself to be watcliod. 

Meantime ho went on with his dalliance with 
his feathered favourite, now giving, now with- 
holding, the morsel with which he was about to 
feed the bii‘d, and so exciting its appetite and 
giatifying it by turns. * What ’ more yet ? — 
thou foul kite, thou \vouldst never have done- 
give thee part thou wilt have all.— Ay, prune 
thy feathers, and prink thyself gay— much thou 
wilt make of it now — dost think 1 know thee not i 
— dost think I see not that all that rulUing and 
pluming of \«tng and feathers is not for thy 
maste^ but to liy what tliou (‘anst make of him, 
thou greedy gled ?— well— there— take it then, 
and rejoice thyself — little boon goes far with 
thee, and with all thy sex - and sq it slioiild*’ 

Ho ceased to look on the bird, and again 
traversed the apartment. Then, taking another 
small piece of raw meat from the trencher, on 
which it was placed ready cut for his use, he* 
began once a^ain to toni|)t and tease the bird, 
by offeriig and withdrawing it, until ho awakonctl 
its wild and bold disposition. ‘What ! struggling, 
fluttering, aiming at me with beak and jingle 
So la » so la ! wouldst mount ^ wouldst fly ? the 
josses are round thy clutches, fool thou canst 
neither stir nor soar hut by uiy v ill. -—Beware 
thou como to reclaim, wench, else 1 will wring 
thy head oif one of these days. — Well, have it 
then, and W'ell fare thou with it. — So ho, 
Jenkin ! * One of the attendants sto])i)ed fonvard 
—‘Take the foul gled hence to the mew— or, 
stay ; leave her, but look u%ll to her casting and 
to her bathing— we will see her fly to-morrow. — 
How now, Christie ? so soon returned ! ' 

Christie advancea to his master, and gave an 
account of himself and his journey, in the way 
in which a police oflicer holds communication 
with his magis^ate, that is, as much by signs 
as bv wards. 

‘Noble sir,' said that worthy satellite, ‘the 
Laird of — he named no place, but pointed 
with Jiis Unger in a south-western direction, — 
‘may not ride with you the day he purposed, 
because the Lord Wi^en has tnreatened that 
be will* 

Here another blank, intelligibly enough m^e 
np by the spooker touching liis own nook with 


« In the ifindiy taoeiiaae of hawkincr, as Lady Juliana 
Berners terms it, hawks’ talons are called tbeir singles. 


his left forefinger, and leaning his head a little 
to one side. 

‘Cowardly caitiff ! * said Julian ; ‘by Heaven t 
the whole world turns sheer naught— it is not 
worth a brave man's living in— yo may ride a 
day and night, and never see a feather wave or 
hoar a horse prance — the spirit of our fathers i» 
dead amongst us- the very omtes are degenerated 
— the cattle we bring home at our life's risk are 
mere carrion— our hawks are riflersf — our bounds 
are tiunspits and triiulle-tails — our men aro 

women — and our women are ' 

He looked at the female for the first time, and 
sto])])ed short in the midst of what he was about 
to say, though there was something so coiiteiiij)- 
tuous in the glance, that the blank might have- 
been thus tilled up- ‘Cur women are such as 
she is.’ 

Ho said it not, however, and as if desirous of 
attracting his attention at all ri'-ks, and in 
whatever manner, she rose and came forw^aid to 
him, but uitli a titnoroiisness ill - disguised by 
affected gaiety. — ‘Cur women, Julian — wliat 
would you say of the women ? * 

‘Nothing,’ answered Julian Aveiiel, ‘at least 
iiotliing but that they are kind-hearted wenches 
like thyself, Kate.’ The female coloured deeply, 
and icturned to her scat. — ‘And what strangers 
hast thou brought with tlicc, Christie, that stand 
yonder like tno stone statues ? ' said the baron. 

‘The taller,’ answered Cliristie, ‘is, so pleaso 
you, a young fellow called Halbeit Clendinniiig, 
the eldest son of the old uidow at Olendeaig.' 

‘What brings him lieie?' said the baron; 
‘hath lie any message fiom Mary Aveiiel ? * 

‘ Not as 1 Ihink,^ said Christie ; ‘ the youth 
is roving the country— he was always a wild 
slip, for I have known him since ho was tho 
height of my sivoid.’ 

‘ What (pialities hath he ^ ’ said the baron. 

‘ All manner of qualities,' answTied his follow’d* 
— ‘ho can strike a buck, track a deer, fly a 
haw'k, halloo to a hound— he shoots in tlie long 
and cioss how to a hair’s-hreadth — wields a 
lance oi swoid like myself nearly— hacks a horse 
manfully and faiily. I wot not what more a 
man need to do to make him a gallant com* 
panioii.’ 

‘ And who,’ said tlic baron, ‘ is the old misery 
Avho stands beside him ’ 

‘ Some cast of a priest, as I fancy— ho says he 
is cliarged with letters to you.* 

‘ Bid them come fonvard,* said the baron ; 
and no sooner had tliey approached him more 
nearly, than, stnick by the tine form and strength 
displayed by Halbert Glendinning, he addrcfsed 
him thus: ‘I am told, young swankie, that 
you arc roaming the world to seek your fortune 
—if you will serve Julian Avenol, you may find 
it without going farther.* 

‘ So please you/ answered Glendinning, 

‘ something has chanced to mo that makes it 
better 1 should leave this land, and I am bottnd 
for Edinburgh.’ 

‘What! — thou hast stricken some of the 

^ 1 — 

t So called when they only cntight their prey by the 
feather*. 

X Mher, used Sn the aente in which it often occttfe hk 
Spenser, and which U indeed il& literal import,— wre^^beft 
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kiiM'A ddeti I warrant -H>r lightened the meadows 
of &int Mary's of some of tneir beeves— or thou 
hast taken a moonlight leap over the Border ?* 

*Ko, sir,' said Halbert, *my case is entirely 
^liTereiit.' 

‘Then I warrant thee,* said the baron, ‘thou 
lust stabbed some brother churl in a fray about 
4 wench— thou art a likely lad to wrangle in 
auoh a cause.* 

Ineffably disgusted at his tone and manner, 
Halbert Glendiuning I'emainod silent, while the 
thought darted across his mind, what would 
Julian Avenel have said, had ho known the 
q^uarrel, of which ho spoko so lightly, had arisen 
•on aouoiiut of his own brother's daughter ! ‘ But 
be thy cause of flight what it will,’ said Julian, 
in oontiiiaation, * dost tliou think the hiw or its 
•emissaries can follow thee into this island, or 
arrest thee under the standard of Avoiiel « — Look 
•e.t the depth of the lake, the strength of the 
walls, the length of the oausoway — look at my 
men, and think if they are likely to see a 
comrade injured, or if 1, their master, am a man 
to desert a faithful follower, in good or evil. 1 
tell thee it shall bo an eternal day of truce be< 
twixt theo and justice, as they call it, from the 
instant thou hast put my colours into thy cap — 
thou shalt ride by the Warden’s iioso as thou 
wouldst pass an old market-woman, and xio’or 
oi our which follows him shall dare to bay at 
thee ! ' 

‘ I tluhkyou for your offers, noble sir,* replied 
Halbert, ‘but 1 must answer in brief, that I 
cannot profit by thorn — my fortunes lead mo 
elsewhere.' 

‘Thou art a self-willed fool for thy pains,* 
said Julian, turning from him ; and, signing 
•Christie to approach, ho .whispered in his ear, 
^ There is promise in that young follow’s looks, 
Christie, and we want men of limbs and sinews 
fto compacted — those thou hast bi ought to me of 
late are tlio mere refuse of mankind, wretches 
:Soarce worth the arrow that ends them: this 


jyouugster is limbed like Saint George. Ply him 
with wine and wassail — let the wenches weave 
their meshes about him like spiders—thou under- 
«taadest ? * Christie gave a sagacious nod of 
autolligeiice, and fell back to a rcsjieotful distance 
from his master. — ‘And thou, old man,’ said 


the baron, turning to the elder traveller, ‘ hast 
thou been roaming the world after iortuiie too ? 
—it seems not she has fallen into thy way.* 

, ‘So please you,* replied Warden, ‘I wore 
perhaps more to be ])itiod than 1 am now, had 1 
indeen met with that fortune, which, like others, 
1 have sought in my greener days.* 

‘ Nay, understand me, friend,^ said tlie baron ; 
‘if thou "art satisfied with thy buckram gown 
«nd long staff, 1 also am M^ell content thou 
shouldst m'as poor and contemptible as is good 
for the healtli of tliy body and soul — All 1 care 
to know of thee is, tno cause which hath brought 
thee to my castle, whore few crows of thy kind 
*care to settle. Tlioii ort, I warrant thee, some 
•ejected monk of a supixressed convent, paying in 
his old days the price of the luxurious idleness 
%ti which he spent his youth. — Ay, or it miw be 
piWm with a budget of lies from &int 


of relioa from Home, forgiving sms at a penny » 
dozen, and one to the tale— Ay, 1 guess why 1 
find tlice in this boy’s oompany, and doubtless 
thou wouldst have such a streuiping lad as he to 
carry thy wallet, and relievo tny lazy sbonlders; 
but, by the mass, 1 will cross thy cunning. 1 
make my vow to sun and moon, 1 will not see a 
inopor lad so misleaid as to nin the ooimtry 
witli an old knave, like Siiiimie and his brother/ 
Away with tliee ! ’ ho added, riJag in wrath, 
and speaking so fast as to give no (n>lH>rtimity 
of answer, being probably detennineu to tenily 
the elder guest mtu an abrupt flight — ‘Away 
with thee, wiili thy clouted coat, scrip, ana 
soallop-sholl, or, by the name of Avenel, h will 
have them loa^e the hounds on tbeo.’ 

'Wuidori waited with the greatest patience 
until Julian Avenel, astonislieathat the threats 
and violence of his language made no impression 
on him, }>auscd in a sort ot wonder, and said in 
a less imperious tone, ‘Why the fiend dost thou 
not answer mo ? ’ 

‘ Wlien you have done speaking,’ said Warden, 
in the same compobod manner, ‘ it will be full 
time to reply.’ 

‘ Say on, man, in the devil’s name — But take 
lieed — beg not here — ^weie it but for the rinds of 
cheese, the reinso of the rats, or a morsel tliat 
my dogs would turn from — ^neither a grain of 
meal, nor the nineteenth part of a grey groat, 
will I give to any feigned liinmar ii thy coat.* 

‘It may be,’ answered Warden, ‘that you 
would have less quarrel with my coat if you 
know what it covers. I am neither a friar nor 
mendicant, and would bo right glad to hear thy 
testimony against these foul deceivers of God^s 
Church, and uburjiei’s of his rights over the 
Christian hook, wore it given in Christian 
charity.’ 

‘And who or what art thou, then,’ said 
Avenel, ‘ that thou comest to this Boi*(ler land, 
and art noiUior monk, nor soldier, nor broken 
man * ’ 

* 1 am an humble preacher of the holy Word,* 
answered Warden. ‘ This letter from a most 
noble person will speak why 1 am here at this 
present time.’ 

Ho delivered the letter to the baron, who 
regarded the seal with some surprise, and then 
looked on the letter itself, which seemed to 
excite still more. He then fixed his eyes on the 
stranger, and said, iii^a menacing tone, ‘ I think 
thou darcst not betray me, or deceive me ?* 

‘ I am not the man to attempt either,* was 
the concise rejdy. 

Julian Avenel earned the letter to the window, 
where he perused, or at least attempted to peruse, 
it more thau once, often looking from the |)aper 
and gazing on the stranger who had dAive^ 
it, as if he meant to read the purport of the 
missive in the face of the messenger. Julian at 
length called to the female,—* Catherine, bestir 
thee, and fetch me presently that letter which 1 
bade thee keep re^y at hand in thy casket, 
having no sure lockfast place of my own.* 

* Two or beggine frian, whose aocoutre- 

latnts and roguery make the tumect m an old SoottMh 
satirical poem. [The old poem of 
jpMservea in BarniacymiNi Msmiieript. Is included In the 
Rnttaku ufAtieiint kSss,] 
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Ofttberine went with the rcacLiness of one ‘Prithee, peace, man,* said Avonel; ‘what 
willing to bn employed ; and as she walked, the need of naming names, so we undeihtand each 
sitoation tthich I’e^uiies a wider gown and a other ? 1 meant but to sp^k in reference to your 
longer girdle, and in which woman claims from safety and comfort, of which he desires us to be 
man a double portibn of the most anxious care, chary. Now, for your safety, look at my walls 
was still more visible than befoi^e. She soon and water. Ilut touching your comfort, we have 
returned with the paper, and w'as rewaixled with no corn oi our own, and the meabgimels of the 
a oold~‘ 1 thank jliee, w'encK . thou art a careful south aie less easily transported than their beeves, 
secretory.* seeing they have no legs to walk upon. But 

This second paper he also perused and re- what though ? a stoup of wine thou shall liave, 
perused more than once, and still, as ho read it, and of tho beat- thou slialt sit betwixt Catherine 
bent from time to. time a wary and observant and me at tlio board-end. — And, Christie, do thou 
eye upon Ileni’y Warden. This examination look to tho young 8i»ringald, and call to the 
and re-examination, though both the man and cellarer for a llagun ol the best.* 
the p^o wore dangerous, the preacher endured The baron took liis wonted place at tho upper 
with the most oomposod and st^ly countenance, end of the boa id ; his Caiheiino sat down, and 
seeming, under Iho oaglof or rather tho vulture, courteously x>ointcd to a scat betwixt tlicni for 
eye of the baron, as unmot’od as under fhe gaze their icvcrend guest. But, notwithstandi^ the 
of an ordinary and peaceful peasant. At length iiiliueneo both of Inniger and fatigue, £nry 
Julian Avcncl folded both papers, and, having Waideu retained his slanging posture, 
put thorn into tho pocket of his coat, cleared his 

orow, and, coming forward, addressed his female 

companion. ‘ Catherine,’ said ho, ‘ I have done 

this good man injustice, when I mistook him for CHAPTER XXV, 

one of the drones of Koine. Ho is a preacher, 

<’athoriiie — a pi-oachcr of the— the new doctrine When lovely woman stoops to folly, 

of the Lords of tlio CongrogaUon.’ ^ *•“' ‘““jy — 

‘The doctrine of the blessed Scriptures,’ said * Vicar of Wakefield. 

tho preacher, ‘purified from tho devices of men.* 

‘ Sayest thou r said Julian Avcncl—* Well, Julian Avknrl saw with surprise the demoan- 
Ihoii inayest cajl it what thou lists ; but to me it onr of the reverend stiangcr. * Beshrew me,’ he 
is recommended, because it flings oil* all those said, ‘tlicse ne>\ -lashioned religioners have fast- 
jjottish dreams almut saints and angels and devils, days, 1 waivant me — the old ones used to confer 
and unhorses la^ monks that have ridden us these blessings chiefly on the laity.’ 

Sio long, and spur-gallcd us so hard. No more ‘Wo acknowledge no such lule,* said the 
massc*s and corpso-gil ts— no more tithes and offer- ])reacher — ‘ wc hold t hat onr faith consists not in 
ings to make men pooiwno more jirayora or psalms using or abstaining ti om special meats on s|)ecial 
to make men co^^alds— no more christenings and days ; and in lasting we rend our hearts, and not 
penances, and confessions and marriages.' oui gamicnts.’ 

‘So please you,* said Henry Warden, ‘it is ‘Thohetter— the better for yourselves, and the 
against the oon-uptioiis, not against tho funda- worse foi Tom Tailor, said the baron ; * Imt come, 
mental doctrines of the Church, whieli w'o desire sit down, or, it thou needs must e'en give ua a 
to renovate, and not to abolish.’ cast of thy office, mutter thy chanii.’ 

‘Trithee, peace, man,* said the baroii ; ‘we of ‘Sir Baion,’ said the ]>reaclicr, ‘I am in a 
tho laity caie not w^hat you sot up, so you imll stiange laud, wlicie neither mine ofiico nor my 
merrily down what stands in our way. Siiecially doctrine are known, and wheie, it would seem, 
it suits well with us of the Southland fells ; for both are greatly misimdci stood. It is my duty 
it is our profession to turn tho world ujisido down, so to bear me, that in my person, how’ovcr inl- 
and we live ever tho blithest life wdieii the downer worthy, iny Master’s dignity may bo respected, 
side is uppermost.’ • ^ and that siii may take not confidence from relaxa- 

Warden would Ijavo rc'pliod, hut the baron f ion of the bonds of discipline.’ 
allowed him not time, Btrikii% tho table with the ‘Ho la * halt there,’ said the baron ; ‘thou 
hilt of his dagger, and crying out, — ‘ Ha ! you wert sent hither for thy safety, but not, I think, 
loitering knaves, brit^ our supper-meal quickly, to preach to me, or control me. What is it thou 
See you not this liolJT man is exhausted for lack wouldst have, Sir Preacher ? Kemember thou 
of food ? heard ye ever of priest or preacher that s{>eakeBt to one somewhat short of patience, who 
devoured not his five meals a-day I ^ loves a short healtli and a long draught' 

Tho attendants bustled to and fro, and speedily ‘ lii a woid, then,’ said Henry Waiden, ‘ that 
brought ^ several laigo smoking platters filled lady’ 

witli huge pieces of beef, boiled and roasted, but ‘ How ? ' said the baron, starting — * what of 
without any variety whatsoever ; without vege- her what hast thou to say of that dame ? ’ 
tobies, ^ndPtolmost without bread, though there ‘ Is she thy house-dame ¥ * said tho preaohert 
were at the upper end a few oat-cakes in a after a moment’s pause, in which he seeuied to 
basket. Julian Avenel made a sort of apology seek for the best mode of expressing what he had 
to Warden. to say—* Is she, in brief, thy wifeT* 

‘ You have been commended to our care, Sir The unfortunate young woman preceed both 
Preacher, since that is your style, by a person her hands on her face, aa if to hide it, but tito 
whom we highly honour.’ deep blush which cruneonod her brow wmI notlb 

‘ 1 am asBuren,* eaid Waiden, that the most showed that her ehedi» wm also gUn^ing ; Sigd 
fkobie Loxd'-^ ' the bursty team, whisk fonMthw ’ 
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her elender fingers, bore witness to her boitow, as 
well Jto to her shame. 

* Now, by my father's ashes ! * said^the baron, 
rising, and spurning from him his footstool with 
such violenor, that it hit the wall on the opposite 
side of the ai>artment— thou instantly constrain- 
ing himself, he muttered, *What need to run 
myself into trouble for a fool’s word?* — Then 
resuming his seat, ho answered coldly and scorn- 
fully — ‘No, Sir Priest or Sir Preacher, Catherine 
is not my wife — Cease thy wdiimpoiing, thou 
foolish wench — she is not my wife —but she 
is handfasted with me, and that makes her os 
honest a woman.* 

‘ Handfasted ? ’ repeated Warden. 

‘ Knowost thou not that rite, holy man ? * said 
Avenol, in the same tone of derision ; ‘ then I 
will tell thee. We Border-men are more wary 
than your inland clowns of Fife and Lothian — 
no jump in the dark for us — ^no &lcn(>lung the 
fetters around our wrists till wo know how they 
wBl W'ear wdth us— we take our wdves, like our 
horses, upon trial. When we are handfasted, as 
wo term it, W*e are man and wife for a year aiwl 
day ; that space gone by, each may choose i\nothcr 
mate, or, at their pleasure, may call the juiest 
to many them for life— and this wo call hand- 
fasting.*^* 

‘Then,* said the preacher, ‘I tell thee, noble 
baron, in brotherly love to thy soul, it is a custom 
licentious, gross, and corrupted, and, if persisted 
in, dangerous, yea, damnable. It binds thee to 
the frailer being while she is the object of desire 
— ^it relieves thee when she is most the subject of 
pity— it gives all to bmtal sense, and nothing to 
generous and gentle aifcction. 1 say to tlioo, 
tnat he wlio can meditate the bi-each of such an 
engagement, abandoning tlie deluded woman and 
tho helpless offspring, is worse than the birds of 
prey ; for of them the males remain with their 
mates until the nestlings can take wiug. Above 
all, 1 say it is contrary to the i)ui'e Christian 
doctrine, which assigns woman to man as the 
partner of his labour, tho sootiier of his evil, his 
lielpmato in peril, his friend in affliction ; not ns 
the toy of his looser horn's, or as a flower, which, 
Pneo cropped, ho may throw aside at pleasure.* 

' Now, by the saints, a most virtuous homily !* 
said tho baron ; ‘quaintly conceived and curiously 
pronounoed, and to a w'ell-chosou congregation. 
Hark ye, Sir Gospeller ; trow ye to have a fool 
in hand ? Know I not that your sect rose by 
bluff Harry Tudor, merely because ye aided him 
to change /tis Kate ! and w'hcreforc should 1 not 
use the same Christian liberty >vith mine f Tush, 
man ! bless the good food, and meddle not with 
wliat concerns thee not— thou hast no gull in 
Julian A vend.* 

‘ He hath gulled and cheated himself,* said the 
preacher, ‘ should ho even incline to do that jioor 
sharer of his domestic cares tho imiierfect justice 
that remains to him. Can he now raise her to 
the rank of a pure and uncontaminated matron ? 
—Can he deprive his child of tho misery of owing 


custom of hftndf&sting actually prevailed in tl 
«DjMd days. It arose partly from the want of priest 
while the m^mts sumistea, monks were detaoned < 
through the wilder districts, to duunry thtfc 


birth to a mother who has erred ? Re can indeed 
give them both the rank, the state of married 
wife and of lawful son ; but, in publio opinion, 
their names will be smirched ana sullied with a 
stain which his tardy efforts cannot entirely 
Qjfiace. Yet render it to them. Baron of Avenef, 
render to them this late and imperfect justice^ 
Bid me bind you together for e^er, and celebrate 
the day of your bridal, not in feasting or Wassail, 
but with soiTow for past sin, and the resolution 
to commence a better life. Happy then will 
have the chance been that has drawn me to this 
castle, though I come driven ^ly calamity, and 
unknowing where my course is bound, like a leaf 
travelling on the north wind.* 

The plain, and even coarse, features ot‘ tho 
realous speaker w'ere warmed at once and en- 
nobled the dignity of his enthusiasm ; and 
tho w'ild Won, lawless as he was, and accustomed 
to spurn at the control whether of religious or 
moral law, felt, for the first time perha])s in hia 
life, that ho w'as under subjection to a mind 
superior to his own. He sat mute and suspended 
in his deliberations, hesitating betwixt anger 
and shame, yet borne down by the weight of tlio 
just rebuke thus boldly fulminated against him. 

The unfortunate young W’oman, conceiving 
holies from lier tyrant’s silence and apjiarent 
indecision, forgot both her fear and shame lu 
her timid expectation that Avcnel would relent ; 
and, fixing upon him her anxious f>nd beseeching 
eyes, gradually drew near and nearer to hia scat, 
till at length, laying a trembling hand Sm hia 
cloak, she ventured to utter, ‘ 0, noble Julian, 
listen to the good man ! ’ 

The speech and the motion were ill-timed, and 
wu’ought on that proud and wayw'ard spirit the 
reverse of 'ner w’islics. 

The fierce baron started up in' a fury, exclaim* 
ing, ‘ What 1 thou foolish callet, art thou con- 
federate with this strolling vagabouc]^ w'honi 
thou hast seen beard me my own liall % 
Hence with thee, and think that I am proof 
both to male and female hypocrisy ! * 

Tho poor frirl started back, astounded at hia 
voice or thunder and looks of fury, and, turning 
pale as death, endeavoured to obey his orders, 
and tottered towards tho door. Her limbs failed 
in tho attempt, and slio fell on the stone floor iii 
a maimer which her situation might have rendered 
fatal — Tho blood rashed from her face.— Halbert 
Gloudinning brooKed not a sight so brutal, but, 
uttoring a deep imprecation, started from hia 
seat, and laid his hand on liis sword, under tho 
strong impulse of passing ii>'through the body of 
the cruel and hard-heartra ruffian. But ChnsUo 
of the Clinthill, guessing his intention, threw 
his anns around him, and prevented him from 
stirring to execute his purpose* « 

The impulse to such an act of violence waa 
indeed but momentary, as it instantly appeared 
that Avenel himself, shocked at the e&otsof hia 
violence, was lifting up and endeavounng to 
soothe in his own way the terrified Catherine* 
‘Peace,’ he said, ‘prithee, peace, thon silly 
minion— Why, Kate, though I listen not to this 
tramping preacher, I said not what might happen 
an thou dost bear me a stout boy. Thfre— there 
-*-diy thy tears— call thy women.-^ ho l<— 
.wlieife be these queans f^Christie—Bowley^ 

tt 
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Hutoheon— Hirag them hither by the hair of the 
head 1 * 

A half-dozen of staiiled, wild-looking femalea 
rushed into the room, and bore out her who 
might be either Jermed their mistress or their 
companion. She sliowod little sign of life, except 

groaning faintly and keeping nor hand on her 

No sooner liad this luchless female been con- 
veyed from the apartment, than the baron, ad- 
vancing to the table, filled and drank a deep 
goblet of wine ; then, imttingan obvious icstraint 
on his passions, turned to the preacher, who 
stood hoiror-striick at the scene he had witnessed, 
and said, * You have borue too hard on us, Sir 
Preacher — ^but coming with the comineudations 
which you hi^vo brouglit me, I doubt not but 
your meaning was gooa^ But we are a wilder 
folk than you inland men of Fife and Lothian. 
Bo advised, therefore, by me— Spur not an un- 
broken horse — ploughshaje too 
deep into new land — Preach to us spiritual 
liberty, and wo will hearken to you.— But we 
will give no way to sniiitual bondage. — Sit, 
thoroiore, down, and pledge me in old sack, and 
we will talk over other mattei’s.’ 

* It is from spiritual bondage, ’ said the Tiroachur, 
111 ♦the same tone of admonitory miroor, * that I 
came to deliver you— it is from a bondage more 
fearful than that of the heaviest earthly gyves — 
it is from your own evil ]ias&ions.* 

*Sit down/# said A vend ficieely ; 'sit down 
whileJhe play is good — else by my father’s crest 
and rny mother’s honour ! ’ 

‘Now,* whib2rerod Christie of the Clin thill to 
Halbert, ‘if he refuse to sit down, I would not 
give a grey groat for his Invid.’ 

* Lord Baron,’ said Waiden, * thou hast placed 
me iu extremity. But if the (luestioii oe, whether 
I am to hide the light which I am commaiitkHl 
to show forth, or to lose the light of this world, 
my choice is made. I say to thee, like the Holy 
Ba2)tlst of Herod, it is not lawful for thee to 
have this woman ; and 1 say it though bonds 
and death be the consequence, counting my life 
as nothing in compaiison ol the iniuist^ to 
which I am called.* 

Julian Avencl, enraged at the firmness of this 
reply, flung from his right hand the cup m which 
he was about to drink to his guest, and from the 
other cast off the haw’k, v 4 iidi flew wildly through 
the apartment. His first motion was to lay hand 
upon his dagger. But, chfnging his resolution, 
ho oxclaimedT* To the dungeon with this insolent 
atrollor I— I will hoar no man S2)eak a w’oid for 
him. — Look to the*falcon, Christie, thou fool — 
an she escape, I ivill despatch you after her every 
man.— AWky with that hypocritical dreamer- 
drag him hence if he resist ! ’ 

Ho ms obeyed in both points. Christie of the 
Clinthill arrested the hawk’s flight, by putting 
his foot on her jesses, and so holding her fast, 
whil^H^Bry Warden was led off, without having 
i^own -the slightest sym2)toms of terror, by two 
of the baron’s satellites. Julian Avenel walked 
the apartment for a short time in sullen silence, 
and) despatohing one of his attendants with a 
whispered message, which probably related to 
the health of the unfortunate Catherine, he said 
aloudj 'These rash and meddling priosts^By 


Heaven ! they make us worse than we would be 
without them/ • 

Tlie answer which ho presently received seemed 
somew'hatito pscify his angry mood, and he took 
his place at the hoaid, cdnAnandiug his mtliiuo 
to do the like. All sat down in silence, and 
began the re2>ast. 

During the meal Christie in vain attempted to 
engage his youthful com])aiiion in carousal, or, 
at least, in coiivorbation. Halbert Glendinning 
ideaded fatigue, and e\2)rcssed liiinself imwdlliiig 
to take any liquoi stronger than the heather ale, 
which was at that lime Ireqiicntly used at meals. 
Thus every effort at joviality died away, until 
the baron, striking his hand against the table, 
us if impatient of the long iinhioken silence, 
cried out aloud, ‘What ho, my mastcis ! — are yo 
Boider-iideib, and sit as imito over your meal as 
a mess of monks and Inais^ — Some one sing, if 
no one list to sjjcak. Meat eaten without either 
miith or musn* is ill of digestion.— -Louis,’ lie 
added, speaking to out' ol the youngest ol hiH 
followcm, ‘thou ait leady enough. to singwlicn 
no one bids thee.’ 

The young man looked fust at his master, 
then lip to the an bed loof of the lioll, then 
diauk of} tlie hoin of ale or wine wliich stood 
licside him, and with a loiigli, yet not unmclodi- 
ous loke, Sling the lollow mg ditty to tlio ancient 
air ot ‘ Blue IJouiuts o\ei llic Boidei ; ’ — 

I. 

Manh, marh, Ftlrkk and Tcviotdale. 

Wliy the deil dimia >c match forward in older? 

Match, inaicli, ] skclale and LiddcscUlc. 

All the Blue lloinicts .irc hound foi the Bordu. 
Many a binnet spread, 

(lutteis aho\& youi hi .id. 

Many a crest that ib f.inious in story; 

Mount and make ready, then, 

Sons of the mount.iiii shn, 

Fight for the Queen and the old Scottish gloiy! 

II 

Come fiom the hills where the hir els arc i;ra/ing, 
Conv* fjoni the ghn of the hutk and tht lot; 

Come to thi crag wbcic tlu Ik, non is ll.i/iiuj, 

Come with the huiKlii, the laid, .incl the how.^ 
'JiumpLts are sounding, 

Wat sttids aie hounding, 

Stand to your aim., then, and nun eh in good 

Older ; 

1 ni^biid h ill m inv a day 
Tell ol the l)lood\ liay. 

When the Blue Ih imtis i.une ovei the Bolder If 

The song, Hide as it was, luid in it that w'ar- 
liko ehar.i(fer whiili .it any other time would 
have loused Hulbeit’s spirit ; hut at 2 ii<^i^Bt the 
chann ofmiii^tielsy bad no < lle< t iqjon him, lio 
made it bis jcqii(‘sL to Christie to .^uilcr him to 
retire to lest, a ittimst with which lhat woiihy 
prsoii, seeing no cbniief' of making a favourable 
impiTssiou on liis intended prc’faelytc in his 2 >ro- 
sent liiiniour, was at length xfleobcd to coin 2 >ly. 
Blit no Sei grant Kit , who ever practised tfio 
profession ol recinitiiig, was moic attentive that 
nis object should not escape him, than \Aaa 
Christie of the Clintliill. lie imjsed conducted 
Halbert Gleiidinuing to a small apartment over* 
looking the lake, whith wob accommodated with 

• Note H. Julian Avencl. 

t [A spirited ballad in the Same strain, callea 
Lesfys March to iMmarsioH Afoor, is printed hi Alh# 
Ramsay*! Ttn-ToAUmmUmy, and other 
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% tniokU Iwd. But before quitting him, Chrietie 
took Bpbcial caro to give a look to the bm which 
emaoa the outside of the window, and when ho 
Uft the apartracot, he failed not to nve the key 
A double turn ; ciitenmstances which oonvinced 
young Gleiidiuning that there was no intention 
of sulferiug him to depart from the Gaetle of 
Avenel at his own time and pleasure. He judged 
it, however, most prudent to let these alanning 
a^ptoms pass witnout observation. 

No sooner did he hud himself in undisturbed 
solitude, tluin he ran rapidly over the events of 
the day in his recollection, and, to his surprise, 
found that his own precarious fat^, and even the 
death of Piorcie Shafton, mode less impression 
on him than the singularly bold and detennined 
conduct of his companion, Henry Warden. 
Providence, whieli suits its instnimont'i to the 
end thoy arc to achieve, liad aw'akened in the 
cause of Reformation in Scotland, a body of 
|)reachoTs of more energy than retinoment, bold 
in spirit, and strong in faith, contemners of 
whatever stgod betwixt thorn and their principal 
object, and seeking the advaiicoinent of the gi eat 
cause in whi(*li they laboured by the roughest 
road, provided it were the shortest. The soft 
breeze may wave the willow, but it requires the 
voice of the tempest to agitate the boughs of 
the oak; and, accordingly, to milder hearers, 
and in a less rude age, their manners would 
have been ill adapted, but thoy were singularly 
suoecssful in their mission to tuo rude people to 
whom it was addressed. 

Owing to these reasons, Halbert Glen dinning, 
who had resisted and repelled the arguments of 
the preacher, was forcibly struck by the firmness 
of his demeanour in tne dispute with Julian 
Avenel. It might be discourteous, and most 
certainly it was incautious, to choose such a 
place and such an audience, for ufibraiding with 
nis transgressions a baron, whom both manners 
and situation placed in full possession of in- 
dependent power. But the conduct of the 
preacher was uncompromising, firm, manly, and 
^viously grounded ujion the deepest conviction 
which duty and principle could afford ; and 
Olendinuing, who had viewed the conduct of 
Aveiiol with the deepest abhorrence, was pro- 
portionally interested in the brave old man, who 
had ventured life rather than withhold tlie cen- 
sure due to guilt. This pitch of virtue seemed 
to him to l>e in religion what was demanded 
by oliivalry of her votaries in war ; an absolute 
surronder of all selfish feelings, and a combina- 
tion of every energy proper to the human mind, 
to diachArge the task which duty demanded. 

Halbert was at the period when youth is most 
open to generous emotions, and knows best 
how to appreeiato them in others, and he felt, 
although he hardly knew why, ^at, whether 
oatholm or heretic, the safety of this man 

« interested him. Curiosity mingled with 
isUng, and led him to wonder what the 
nature of those doctrines could bo, which stole 
their votary to completely from himself, and 
devoted him to chains or to death as their 
wemm champion. Hte had indeed been told of 
saints and martyrs of former days, who had 
mved for their religious faith the extremity 
*W«d«atk and But their spirit *of 


thusiaetic devotion had long slept in the ea«o 
and indolent habits of their successors^ and 
their ad^’entnres, like those of knights -emnt> 
were rather read for amusement than for edifioa* 
tion. A new impulse had<been necessary to 
rekindle the energies of religious zeal, and that 
impulse was now operating in favour of a purer 
religion, with one of whose steadiest votaries the 
youth had now met for the firt4; time. 

The sense that he himself was a prisoner, 
under the power of this savage ohiettain, by 
no means aiminislied Halbert's interest in the 
fate of his fellow-sufferer, while he determined 
at the same time so far to emulate his fortitude, 
that neither throats nor suffering sliould compel 
him to enter into the service of such a ixaster. 
The jK)S8ibility of escajje next occurred to him, 
and, though with lit^fo h(»pe of effecting it in 
that way, Glendiniiing proceeded to examine 
more particularly ilio window of the apartment. 
The apartment was situated in the first storey of 
the eavstlo, and was not so far from the rock on 
which it was founded, but that an active and 
bold man might, with little assistance, descend 
to a shelf of the rock which was immediately 
below the window, and from thence either Icaj^ 
or drop himself dowm into the lake, wiiich lay 
l)efore liis eye clear and blue in the placid light 
of a full summer's moon. — ‘ Were I once placed 
on that ledge,' thought Glendiniiing, ‘Julian 
Avpnel and Christie had seen the last of me.* 
The size of the wdndow favoured such an at- 
tempt, but the stanchions or iron bars^^eemed 
to form an insurmoimtablo obstacle. 

While Halbert Gleudinning gazed from the 
window with that eagerness of hope which was 
prompted by the energy of his character and his 
aetermins,tion not to yield to circumstances, his 
car caught some sounds from below, and, listen- 
ing wim more attention, he could distinguisli 
the voice of the preacher engaged in his solitary 
devotions. To open a coiTesi)ondence%ith him 
became immediately his object, and, failing to do 
so by less marked sounds, ne at length ventured 
to speak, and was answered frem beneath — * Is 
it thou, my son^' The voice of the prisoner 
now sound^ more distinctly than when it was 
first heard, for Warden had approached the 
small ajicrture which, serving his prison for a 
window, opened just betwixt the wall and the 
rock, and admitted A' scanty portion of light 
through a wall of immense tniokness. This 
aoupiraU being placed exactly under Halbert's 
window, the contiguity pomiitted tlie prisoners 
to converse in a low tone, wjien Halbert declared 
his intention to escape, and the possibility ho 
saw of achieving his purpose, but for the iron 
stanchions of the window — * Rwe thy strengths 
son, in the name of God ! ’ said the preacher* 
Halbert obeyed him, more in despair tlAn hope,, 
but, to his great astonishment, and somewhat 
to his terror, the bar parted asundg; near the- 
bottom, and the longer part, being easily bent 
outwards, and not secured with load in the 
upper socket, dropped out into Halbert’s hand* 
He immediacy whispered, but os enerj^caiUy 
as a whisper coyld be expressed—* By Heaven,, 
the bar liiw given way in my hand ! ' 

‘Thank Heaven, my ym, instead of sweariniT 
by it,* answered Warden frpm his dungeon. 
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With little effort Halbert Glendinning forood 
himself through the opening thus wonderhilly 
effeotedi end, using his leathern sword-belt as 
a rope to assist him, let himseli safely drop on 
the shelf of rock upon which the preacher’s 
window opened. *But through this no jtassage 
coidd be effected, being scarce larger than a 
loophole for musketry, and apparently con- 
structed for tha^ purpose. 

*Aro there no means by which I can assist 
your escape, ray father ? ’ said Halbert. 

‘There are none, my son,’ answered the 
preacher ; ‘ but if thou wilt insmo my safety, 
that may be in thy power.’ 

* I will labour earnestly for it,* said the youth. 

“Jake then a letter which 1 will jnescntly 
write, for I have the means of light and writing 
materials in ihy scrip. •-Hasten towards Edin- 
1)urgh, and on the way ttiou uill meet a body of 
lioi'se marching southwards. —(Jive this to their 
leader, and aet]uaint him of the state in which 
thou hast left mo. It may hap that tliy doing 
eo will advantage thyself.’ 

In a minute or two the light of a taper 
gleamed through the shot-hole, and very shortly 
after, the preacher, with the assistance of his 
staff, pushed a billet to Glendinning through 
the window. 

‘God bless thee, my son,* said the old man, 
‘and complete the marvellous work uhich he 
has l>egun * 

‘ Amen ! * %nswered Halbert, until solemnity, 
and TOoceoded on his enteiprise. 

H? hesitated a moment whetlier he should 
attempt to descend to the edge of the water; 
but the steepness of tlie itick and darkness of 
the night rendered the enterprise too dangerous. 
He clas})e(l his hands above his lioad, and boldly 
sprung from the pi ecipice, shooting minsclf for- 
ward into the air as far a& ho could for feai .of 
sunken rocks, and alighted on the lake, head 
foremost, with such force as sunk him for a 
minute below the surface. But, strong, long- 
breathed, and accustomed to such exercise, 
Halbert, even though encumbered with his 
sword, dived and loso like a sea -fowl, and 
swam across the lake in the northcni direc- 
tion. Wlien ho landed and looked l)aek on 
the oastlc, he could ol)Sprve that the alarm liad 
been given, for lights glanced from window to 
window, and ho heaid file drawbridge lowered, 
and the tread of horses’ feet upon the causeway. 
But, little alarmed for tho^onsequenee of a pui- 
snit during the darkness, lie wrung the water 
from his dress, and, plunging into the moors, 
directed his cours^ to the north -oast by the 
assistance of tho polar star. 


CHAPTER XXVI, 

Wht, an intricate impeach is this 1 
I flunk you all have drunk of Ciice’s cup. 

If here you housed him, here he would have been ; 
If he were mad, he would not plead so coldly. 

COMUDY OV ErKOBS. 

The course of our story, leaving for the present 
Halbert Gtendinning to the guidance of his 
courage and his fortuxie, retunis to the Tower 


of Glendearg, whore matters in the meanwhllo 
fell out with which it is most fitting that the 
reader should be acquainted. 

Tho meal was prepared at noontide with all 
the care whicli Elspeth and Tibb, assisted by the 
various accommodations which hod been sujmlied 
from tho Monastery, could bestow on it. Their 
dialogue lan on os usual in the intervals of their 
labour, partly as Iwtween mistress and servant, 
partly as maintained by gossips of nearly equal 
quality. 

‘Ijtiok to the minced meat, Tibb,’ said 
Elspeth ; ‘and turn the broach even, thoq good- 
for-nolhing Simmie, — thy wits aie harrying 
birds* nests, child. — Weel, Tibb, this is a fasho- 
oils job, tins Sir Piercio lying leaguer w-itli us up* 
hcic, and wha kens for how lang /' 

‘A fashcons job, iiulecd,' answcied her faith- 
ful attendant, ‘ and little good did tho name 
ever bring to fair Scotland. Yo may have your 
hands lullor ot thorn than they arc yet. Mony 
a sair heart Imvo tho Hcroios givon to Scots wile 
and bairns witli their pricking on tlio Holders. 
Thoip WHS Hotspur, and many more of that 
bloody kindrt*<l, have eat in our skirts since 
Malcolm’s time, as Martin says ! ’ 

‘Martin sliould koc]> a w'oel-scrapit tongue 
in his head,’ said Elspeth, ‘and not slander the 
kin of anybody that quarters at Glendearg; 
forby that Sir Picrcic Sbaftori is much respected 
with tlio holy fathers of the community, and 
they will make nj> to us ony fasherio that we 
may have wilb him, either by good word or good 
deed, I’se wan nut them. Ho is a considerate 
loid the lord ublmt,’ 

‘ And weel lie likes a saft seat to his hinder 
end,’ said Tibb ; ‘ I have seen belted baron sit 
on a bare bench, and find nae fault. But an yo 
are pleased, mistress, I am pleased.* 

‘ Now, in good time, hero comes Mysie of the 
Mill. — And wlmur hao ye i)ecn, lass? lor a's gone 
wrong without you,’ said Elspeth. 

* I just gacd a blink uj» the bum,* said Mysie,. 
‘for the young lady has been down on her bod, 
and is no just that w eel — So I gacd a gliff up the 
bum.’ 

‘ ’fo see the young lads come hanie frao tho 
sport, I will warrant you,’ said Elsi>eth. ‘Ay, 
ay, Tibb, tliat’s tho w'ay the young folk guide 
ns, Tjbbi(‘ — leave us to do the wark, and out to* 
tho play themsers.’ 

‘ Ne’er a bit of that, mistress,’ said tho Maid 
of the Mill, stiipning her lound pretty arms, 
and looking actively and good-humouredly round 
tor some duty that she could dibcharge, ‘but 
just — I tlioiight yo might like to ken if they 
w'cre coining back, just to get the dinner forward.*" 

‘ And saw ye aught of them, then ? * demanded 
Elspeth. 

‘ Not the least tokening,* said Mysie, ‘ thougU 
I got to the hea<l of a knowc, and though iJio 
English knight’s beautiful white feather could 
have been seen over all the bushes in the Shaw.’ 

‘The knight’s white feather!* said Damt> 
Glendinning ; ‘ ye are a silly hempie— my Hal- 
bert’s liieh head will be aeen farther than 1 ub> 

I feather, let it bo as white as it like, I trow/ 

Mysie made no answer, but began to knead 
, dough for wastel-cake vnjtjx all despateb, obeerv- 
ing tliat Sir Piercie had partaken that 
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«nd comtttendcd it, upon the preceding day. 
JMid presently, in order to place on the nre the 
igirdlCt or iron 2)late on which these cates were 
to be baked, she displaced a 8 tew>pan in which 
aome of Tibb's delicacies were submitted to the 
4iotion of the kiiehen fii'e. Tibb muttered be- 
twixt her teeth — ‘And it is the broth for my 
sick bairn that maun make ix>om for the dainty 
Southron's wastel-brcad ? It was a blithe time 
in Wight Wallace's day, or good King Robert's, 
when the pock-puddiu^ gat iiacthiiig here but 
hard straiKS and bloody crowns. But wo will 
see how it will a* end.’ 

Elspeth did not think it PJ'oper to notice these 
idiscoutentod expressions of Tibbie, but they sunk 
into her mind ; for she was a2)t to consider her 
os a sort of authority in matters of war and 
j>olicy, with which nor former cx])oricnce as 
bower-woman at Avcnol Castle made her better 
ao(2uaiiitcd than w^ore the peac^oful inhabitants 
of the Halidomc. She only siiokc, however, to 
express her surpiise that the hunters did not 
xeturn. 

‘ An they come not back the sooner,’ said 
Tibb, ‘ they wall faro tlie waur, for the meat will 
be roasted to a cinder —and there is poor Simmi«* 
that can turn the spit nae langcr : the b.iini is 
melting like an icicle in warm water. — Gang awa, 
Imirn, and take a^uouthful of tho caller air, and 
I will turn the broach till yo come back.’ 

‘Kin up to the bartizan at tho towcr-hcad, 
oallant,' said Dame Gl endinning, ‘ the air will 
1)0 callorcr there than ony gate else, and bring 
ns word if our Halbert and the gentleman aio 
coming down the glen.* 

The ))oy lingered long enough to allow his 
.substitute, Tibb Tackot, heartily to tiic of her 
own generosity, and of bis cricket-stool by tho 
side of a huge fiio. He at length returned with 
tho nows that lie had soon nobody. 

The matter was not rcmaikablo so far as 
Halbert Gletidinuiiig Avas ooncernod, ior, iiaticnt 
alike of Avant and ol fatigue, it Avas no uncommon 
circumstance for him to remain in the Avilds till 
curfeAV time. But nobody liad given Sir Piercio 
Shafton credit for being .so keen a siiortsmau, 
a,nd tho idea of an Eiiglislimau ])rcteriing tho 
chase to his dinner Avas allogcthoi in<'onsibteut 
with their preconco])tions of tho national cha- 
ractiSr. Amidst wondering and eonjocturing, tho 
usual dinner hour jm >scd long aAvay ; ami tho 
inmato.s of the tower, taking a nasty meal them- 
selves, adjourned their more .solemn jiiejvirations 
until tbc'jiunteis' letuin at night, binco it seemed 
now certain that their siiort had cither carried 
them to 1 greater distance, or engaged them for 
a loiigor time than had been cxjiectod. 

About four hours after noon, arrived, not the 
expected 82)ortsiuou, but an unlooked-for visitant, 
the sub-prior from the Monastery. The scene 
of th0*i>reeeding (Jay liad dwelt on tho mind of 
Father Eustace, who Avas of that keen and 
peuotmting cast of mind Avliich loves not to 
leave iinascertainod whatever of mysterious is 
subjected to its inmiiry. His kindness was 
interested in tlio family of Glendearg, wdiioh he 
had now knoAvn for a long time ; and besides, 
the community w'as interested in the proservaUon 
oC th^ peace bctivixt (Sir PierQie Shafton and his 
JTOUthml host, sinee whAf mjjght ihnvw pnblh) 


attention on the former, could not fiiil to be 
prejudicial to the Honasteiy, which was already 
threatened by tlie hand of mwer. He found 
the family assembled all but Mary Avene], and 
was informed that Halbert Glendinning had 
accompanied the stranger oti a day’s sport. So 
far was Avell. They haa not returned ; out when 
did youth and spoH conceive themselves bound 
by set hours ? and the circumstance excited no 
alarm in his mind. 

While he w'as conversing with Edward Glen- 
dinning touching his progress in the studies he 
had pointed out to him, they were startled by 
a sliriek from Mary AvcmicI’s apartment, which 
drcAv the whole family thither in headlong haste. 
They found her in a SAvoon in the arms of old 
Martin, who was bitterly accusing him/elf of 
baA'iiig lulled her ; so Aidccd it seemed, for her 
pale icaturcs and closed oyes argued rather a 
dead corpse than a living )>orson. The whole 
family were instantly in tumult. Snatching her 
from Mailings arms with tho eagerness of affec- 
tioiiato terror, Edward boro her to the casement, 
that she might receive tho influenco of the 
open air ; the 8 ub-j>rior, who, like many of his 
proloAbioii, liad some knowledge of medicine, 
liasLenrd to preset ibc tho readiest romoilics which 
occiured to iiini, and tho terrified females con- 
tended with and im])cdcd each other, in their 
rival elfoits to bo uschil. 

‘ It has Iteon ano of her Aveary gliaists,' said 
Damo Glendinning. ,, 

‘ It’s just a trembling on her spirits, as her 
l)le*-st‘il mother used to have,' said Tibb. 

‘ Its some ill iioaas has come over her,* said 
tho miller’s maiden ; n Idle burnt feathers, cold 
Avater, and all tho usual means of restoring 
suspended animation, Avere employed alternately, 
and Avith little effect. 

At length a now assistant, who had joined 
tlie gioup unobserved, tciidejcd his aid in the 
folloAving terms ; — ‘ IIoav is this, my ^nost fair 
Disci ction ^ What cause hath moved the ruby 
nil lent of life to nish back to the citadel of tho 
heart, leaving imle those features in Avhich it 
should liaA’^o dcliglitcd to meaiulor for ever? — 
Let me api)ioach lier,’ ho said, ‘with this 
sovereign essence, distilled by the fair hands of 
the divine Urania, and powerfcl to recall fugitive 
life, even if it were trembling on the verge of 
departure.’ , 

Thus speaking, Sir Fiercie Shafton knelt 
doAvn, and most gracefully presented to tho 
nostrils of Mary Avencl a silver pouuoet-box, 
exquisitely chased, containing a siiongo dipped 
in the essence wliieh ho recommenaod so highly. 
Yes, gentle reader, it Avas Sir Fieicie Shafton 
himself Avho thus unexpectedly proffered his 
good offices 1 his cheeks, indeed, very pale, and 
some part of his dress stained with l\V>od, but 
not othervA^ise appearing different from what ho 
was on the preceding evening. But no sooner 
had Mary Avenol opened her eyes^^and fixed 
tliem on the figure of the offiofous conrtielF, than 
she screamed faintly, and exclaimed, — ^ Secure 
the murderer ! ’ 

Those present stood aghast with astonishment, 
and none more so than the Euphuist, who found 
himself so suddenly and so strangely accused 
by the patient whom ho was endeavouring ta 
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stioooar, and who repelled hie attempts to yield 
her aasistanoe with all the energy of abhorrence. 

* Take him away 1 ' she exclaimed — * take 
awav the murderer 1 ' 

‘KTow, by my^knighthood,* answered Sir 
Fierde, * your lovely faculties either of mind or 
body are, 0 my most fair Discretion, obnubilated 
by some stran^ hallucinatiu;.. For either your 
eyes do not (useSrn that it is Piercie Shafton, 
your most devoted Affability, who now stands 
before you, or else, your eyes discerning truly, 
your mmd hath most erroneously concluded that 
lie hath been guilty of some delict or violence to 
which his hand is a stranger. No murder, 0 
most scornful Discretion, hath been this day 
done, having but that which your angry glances 
are now performing on your most devoted 
captive.’ • 

Ho was here interrupted by the sub-prior, who 
had in the meantime hcen speaking with Mai’tin 
apart, and liad received from him an ac(*oimt of 
the circumstances which, suddenly communi- 
cated to Maiy Avcnol, had thrown her into Ibis 
state. \Sir Knight,’ said the sub-piior, in a 
VG^ solemn tone, yet with some hesitation, 

* circumstances have been communicated to us of 
a nature so extraordiiiaiy, that, reluctant as I 
am to exercise such authoi ity over a guest ol our 
venerable community, I am constrained to rc- 
<Xue8t from you an explanation of thorn. Yon 
left this tower |arly in the moniing, aoconii>anicd 
by a youth, IlSbert Glendinning, the eldest son 
of this^good dame, and you return hither with- 
out him. Whom, and at wliat hour, did you 
|)art com])any from him T 

The English knight paused for a moment, and 
then replied, ‘I marvel that your reverence 
employs so grave a tone to enforce light a 
question. I parted with the villagio whom you. 
call Halbert Glendinning some hour or twain 
after sunjise.’ 

‘And at wliat place, I pray youT said the 
monk, 

‘111 a deep ravine, w'here a fountain rises 
at tlio base of a huge rock; an earth -bom 
Titan, wdiich heaveth up its grey liead, even 
as’ 

‘Si>are us further descriidion,’ said the suh- 
prior ; ‘ we know the snot. But that youth 
hath not since been ]iear4 of, and it will tall on 
you to account for him.’ 

‘ My bairn ! my baim 1^ exclaimed Dame 
Glendinning. ‘Yes, holy father, make the 
viUaiii account for my bairn ! ’ 

* I swear, good woman, by bread and by water, 

which are the props of our life ’ 

‘Swear by wine and wa.stel - bread, for those 
are the props of thy life, thou greedy Southron ! ’ 
said Dai^e (Tlendiiining ‘a base bolly-god, to 
come here to eat the best, and xuactise ou oui* 
lives that give it to him ! ’ 

‘I tellithee, womam,* said Sir Piercie 
Shaftdb, ‘I did but go with thy sou to the 

hunting it has been to him, poor 
bairn,' replied Tibb; ‘and sae I said it wad 
prove since I first saw the false Southron snout 
pf thee. ' Little toocI comes of a Piercie’s hunt* 
ing, from CJhevy Chase till now.’ ! 

‘Bo silent, woman,’ said the sub-prior, *aud 
los 


rail not upon the Engliah knight ; we do not 
yet know of anything beyond suspicion.’ 

* We will have his hem's blood ! ’ said Dame 
Glendinning; and, seconded by the faithful 
Tibbie, she made such a sudden onslaught on 
the unlucky Kujkhuist, as must have terminated 
ill something serious, had not tlie monk, aided 
by M 3 ^sie Happer, interposed to protect him 
from their fury, ^ward had loft the apartment 
the instant the disturbance broke out, and now' 
entered, swonl in hand, followed by Martin and 
Jasper, the one having a hunting-spear in his 
hand, the other a ero.ss-bow. 

‘ Keep the door,’ he said to his two attendants ; 
‘shoot him or stab him witliout mercy, should ^ 
he attempt to break forth ; if he offers an escape, 
by Heaven ho shall die ! ’ 

‘ How now, Edw'.ird,’ said the auh-prior ; ‘ hoiv 
is this that you so far forgot yourself t meditating 
violence to a guest, and in my presence, wlio 
rejiresent your liege loi-d 

Eilward stepjjecl Ibiward wdtli his drawn sword 
ill his hand. ‘ Pardon me, reverend father,’ ho 
said, ‘ but in tliis matter the voice of natiiie 
s])oaka louder and stronger tlinii yours. I turn 
iny sw'ord’s point against this proud man, ainl I 
demand of him the blood of my brother — the 
blood of my fallior’s son —of the heir of our 
name I If he denies to give mo a true account 
of him, he shall not deny me vongeaneo.’ 

Einbaria^-sed as he was, Sir Piercie Slnifton 
showed no peisonal fear. ‘I’ut uj> thy sMoid,’ 
he said, ‘ young man ; not in the same day docs 
Piercie Slialtoii eonteiid witli two neasants,’ 

‘ H(‘ar him ! he confesses the deeil, lioly fatlicr,* 
said Kdwaid 

‘Be patient, rny son,’ said the sub-prior, en- 
deavouring to soothe the feelings which he could 
not otlieiwiso contiol, ‘bo patient— thou wilt 
attain the ends of justice better through iny 
means than thine own violence. —.And you, 
women, be silent- Tibb, remove your mistress 
and Mary Avenel.’ 

Wliilo Tibb, with tlie assistance of the other 
females of the household, bore the ])Oor mother 
and Mary Avenel into bej)arato apartments, and 
w'liilc Kclw^ard, still keeping his sw'ord in his 
hfiiid, ha,stil.y traversed the room, as if to ])roveiit 
the i)ossibility of Sir IMeieie Shafton ’s csCajte, 
the suh-prior insisted upon knowing from the 
]>er))lexea knight the pailicnlars which he knew 
ics})eeting Halbert Glendinning. Ilis situation 
became extremely embarrassing, for what ho 
might w'ith safety have told of flie issue of their 
combat was so revolting to his pride, that he 
could not bring himself to enter into the detail ; 
and of Halbert's actual fate lie knew, as the 
reader is well aw'are, absolutely nothing. 

The father in the meanwhile pressed him wdth 
renjoiistrances, and prayed hjin to observe, ho 
would greatly prejudice himself by declining to 

S *ve a full account of the transactions of the 
ly. 'You cannot deny,’ he said, ‘ that yester- 
day you seemed to take the most violent ofTonoe 
at this unfortunate youth ; and tliat you sup- 
pressed your resentment so sudden)^ as to 
impress us all with surprise. Last night you 
proi>os6d to him this day’s hunting party, aud 
you set out together by oreak or day. 1Z:ou 
parted, you said, at the Ibuntain near the 
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*|ui h<»ar tWAlti after sunrise, and it 
before you parted you had beeu« 
iit etrife together.' 

* I laid not so,* replied the knight 'Here is 
a cpQ» indeed, about the absenoe of a rustical 
bondsman, who, I daro say, hath gone off (if he 
be gone) to join the next rascally band of fi'ce- 
boorors ! Ye ask mo, a knight of the Piorcie's 
lineage, to account for sivm an insignificant 
fugitive, and p answer, — ^let mo know the piioo 
of his head, and I will pay it to your convent 
treasurer.* 

'You admit, then, that 3 mu have slain my 
brother ? * said Edward, interfering once more ; 

' I will presently show you at wliat price we Soots 
rate the lives of our friends,' 

'Peace, Edward, peace — I entreat— I com- 
mand thee,’ said the snh-prior. 'And you, Sir 
Knight, think better of us than to supi)os<> you 
may spend Scottish blood, and reckon for it as 
for wine spilt in a drunken revel. This youth 
was no bondsman— tliou well knowest, that in 
thine own land thou hadst not dared to lift thv 
sword against the meanest subject of England, 
but her laws would have called thee to answer 
for the deed. Do not hope it will he otherwise 
here, for you will but dooeive yourself.* 

' You drive me beyond my patience,’ said the 
Euphuist, * even as the over-driven ox is iirgcMl 
into madness I — What can I tell you of a yoiiu" 
fellow whom I have not seen since the second 
hour after sunrise ? ’ 

'But can you explain in A\hat circumstances 
yon parted with him T said the monk. 

'What are the circumstances, in the devil’s 
name, which you desire should bo explained ^ — 
for although I protest against tliis constraint as 
alike unworthy and iiihospi table, 3 ^et would I 
willingly end this fray, provided that by woids 
it may be ended,* said the knight. 

'If theso end it not,’ said Edward, 'blows 
shall, and that f^iill speedily.’ 

' Peace^ impatient boy ! ’ said the sub-prior ; 
'and do you, Sir Piercie Shafton, acfiuaint me 
why the ground is bloody by tlio verge of the 
fountain in Gorvi nan Shian, whore, as you say 
yourself, you iiarted from Halbert GlendinningP 

Besolute not to avow his defeat if possibly he 
could avoid it, the knight answered in a hauglity 
tone, that he supposecl it was no unusual tiling 
to find the turf bloody where hunters had slain 
a doer. 

' And did you bury your game as well as kill 
it ? * said the monk. ‘ Wo must know from you 
who is the tenant of that grave, that newly- 
made grave, beside the very fountain whose 
margin is so deeply crimsoned wdth blood ? — 
thou secst thou canst not evade me ; therefore 
be inj^uous, and tell us the fale of this unhappy 
youth, whoso body is doubtless lying under that 
bloody turf.* 

'If it bo,* said Sir Piorcie, ‘they must have 
buried him alive ; for I swear to thee, reverend 
father, iliat this rustic Juvenal parted from me 
in perfect health. Let the grave bo searched, 
and if his body be found, then deal with mo as 

’‘ It is not my spheae to determine thy fate, Sir 
]C|kht, but tluiit of the lord abbot, and the 
wofsnd Compter, It is bttt toy dhtjr to 


collect such infomation as may hMt possess'theix 
wisdom with the matters which have chanced.* 
'Might I presume so far, reverend &ther,'‘ 
said the kni^it, should Jfish to knew tha 
author and evidence of all (hese suBpiokm^ sa 
unfoundedly urged against mel* 

* It is soon told,’ said the sub-prior*, 'ner dn» 

I wish to disguise it, if it can avail you in your 
defence. This maiden, Mary Avenel, apprehend- 
ing that you nourished malice against herfcitw- 
hrothcr under a friendly brow, did advisedly send 
up the old man, Martin Taoket, to follow your 
footsteps and to prevent mischief. But it peema 
that your evil passions had outrun preoantion ; 
for when ho came to the spot, guidied bv your 
footsteps upon the dew, he found but the oloody 
turf and the new-coveiWd grave ? and after long 
and vain search through the wilds after Halbert 
and yourself, he brought back the sorrowful nows, 
to her W'lio had sent him.’ 

' Saw he not my doublet, I pray you ^ * said 
Sir Picrcie ; ' for when I came to myself, I found 
that I was wTapped in my cloak, but without my 
under garment, as your i‘overeiico may observe.* 
So saying, lie opened his cloak, forgetting, 
with his characteristical inconsistency, that he 
shelved liis slin-i stained ivith blood. 

'Howl cruel man,’ said the monk, w'hcn he 
observt'd this confirmation of his suRjiicions ; 
‘w'ilt thou deny the guilt, even wliilo thou 
boarost on thy person the blood Ij^ou liast shod ? 
Wilt thou longc'r deny that Iby rash hand has 
robbed a mother ol a son, our communfty of a 
VAssnl, tlic Qiieoii of Scotland of a liege subject ? 
and what canst thou expect, but that, at the 
least, wo deliver thee up to England, as unde- 
serving our lurtlier protection ? ’ 

' By tliB saints • ’ said the knight, now driven 
to extremity, 'if this blood be the w'itnesst 
agaiint me, it is but rebel blood, since this 
morning at suiiiiso it flowed withiu^my own 
veins.’ 

*J low' were that possible, Sir Piercio Shafton,'* 
said the monk, ' since I see no wound from whence 
it can liave flowed < ’ 

' That, ' said the knight, ‘ is the most mysterious 
juiit of the transaction— Sec hero ! * 

So saying, ho undid his shirt collar, and, 
ojiening his bosom, showed the spot through 
w'hioh Halbert’s sw'ord had passed, but ahvady 
cicalrixed, and bearing the appearance of a wouna 
lately healed. s 

' This cxliansts my patience, Sir Knight,* said 
the sub-prior, ' and is adding insult to violence 
and injury. Do you hold%ne for a child or an 
idiot, that you protend to make me believe that 
the fresh blood with which your sliirt iff stained 
flowed from a w'ound which has been healed for 
weeks or mouths? Unhappy mockor^hinkost 
thou thus to blind us ? ' Too well do we knoiV 
that it is the blood of your victim, wrestling 
with you in the desperate and morM struggif^ 
which has thus dyed your apparel.* * 

The knight, after a moment's recollection, said 
in reply, '1 will be open with you, my father — 
Bid these men stand ont of ear-shot, and I vrill 
tell yon all I know of this mysterious basinossl^, 
and muse not, good father, though it tmf ftastt 
thy wit to expound it, for 1 avouch to you It la* 
too daric for mine own.* 
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T)V6 monk comuiAiided Edward and the two 
tteai te withdraw, amring the former that his 
eoiifeteimo with the prisoner should bo brief, and 
giving him permission to keep watch at the door 
oi the apartments without which allowance he 
mi^t, perhaps, have had some difticulty in pro- 
onnng his al^sence. Edward had no sooner left 
the^amber, than he despatched messengers to 
one or two families of the Halldomo, with whose 
sons his brother and he sometimes associated, to 
tell tliom that Halboit Glendiuning had been 
murdered by an E^lishman, and to require 
them to repair to the Tower of Glondearg without 

a . The diitv of revenge in such cases was 
90 sacred, tnat ho had no reason to doubt 
they VN>uld instantly come with such assistance 
as would insure the dei^ution of the prisoner. 
Ho then locked the doors of the tower, both 
inner and outer, and ali^o tho gate of the coui*t- 
yard. Having taken tlicso precautions, lie made 
a hasty visit to the females of the family, ex- 
hausting himself in efforts to console them, and 
in protestations that he would have vengeance 
for his murdered brother. 


CHAPTER XXVIL 

Now, by Our Lady. Sheiiff, 'tis hard reckoning, 
That I, withseyery odds of birth and barony. 
Should be detain'd her* for the casual death 
Of a wild forestei whose utmost having 
Is but the brazen buckle of the belt 
In which he sticks his hedge-knifc. 

Old Plav. 

WHlLTi ’^dward was making preparations for 
securing ahd punishing the supposed muidcici 
of his brother,, with an intense thirst for vengq 
auce, which ha(V not hitherto shown itself os pait 
of his clmraoter, Sir Piercie Shafton made such 
oommimications as it pleased him to the sub- 
qirior, who listened with •great attention, though 
the ImighPs narrative was none of the dearest, 
Gspocially as his self-conceit led him to conceal 
or abridge the details wdiich woio necessary to 
render it intelligible. 

‘You are to know,* he said, ‘reverend father, 
t^at this rustical juvenal, having chosen to offer 
me, in the presence of yopr venerable Superior, 
yourself, and other excellent and worthy persons, 
besides the damsel, Mary Avene], whom I term 
my Pisoretion in all honour and kindness, a gross 
insult, rendered yet^more intolerable by the time 
and place, my just rAieutmcnt did so gain tho 
mastery over my disoretion, that 1 resolved to 
allow him the privileges of an equal, and to 
indulge him with the combat.’ 

‘But, Sir Knight,’ said tho sub-prior, ‘you 
still leave two matters very obscure. First, why 
the token he presented to you gave you so much 
ofieuoe, 084# with others witnessed ; and then, 
again, Sow the youth, whom you then met for 
the Srst, or^ at least, the second time, knew so 
much of your history as enabled him so greatly 
to move you.* 

The knight coloured very deeply. 

•*' ‘ your first query,’ he saia, ‘most reverend 
MtkHf we will, if you please, pretermit it as 
essential to the matter in hand ; and for 




the second— I pii»test to you that I know as little 
of hit means of knowled^ as you do, and that I 
am well-nigh liersuaded he deals with Sathanas, 
of which more anon. — ^Woll, sir — In tho evening, 
I failed not to veil my puipose \rith a pleasant 
brow, as is tho custom amongst us martialists, 
who never display the bloody colours of defiance 
in our countenance tintil onr hand is armed to 
fight under them. I amused the fair Discretion 
with some canzonettes, and other toys, which 
could not but be ravishing to her inexperienced 
ears. I arose in tlio morning, and met my an- 
tagonist, who, to say truth, for an inexperienced 
villagio, comported himself as stoutly as I could 
have desired. — So, coming to tho encounter, 
reverend sir, I did try his mettle with some half- 
a-dozen of downright passes, with any one ot 
which I could have been through his body, only 
that 1 w^as loth to take so fatal an advantage, 
but rather, mixing mercy with my just indigna- 
tion, studied to iniliot upon him some flesh- 
wound of no very fatal quality. But, sir, in tho 
midst of my clemency, ho, being instigated, I 
think, by the devil, did follow up his fiist offence 
with some insult of the same nature. Where- 
upon, l»eing eager to punish him, I made an 
estramazone, and my foot slipping at the same 
time, — not from any fault of fence on my part, 
or any advantage of skill on his, hut tho devil 
having, as I said, taken up tho matter in hand, 
and tlio grass being slii)pery, — ore I recovered 
my position 1 encountered his sw'ovd, which ho 
had advanced, with my undefended jierson, so 
that, as I think, I w^as in some sort inn through 
the body. My juvenal, being beyond measure 
appalled at his own unexpected and unmerited 
suece*^** in this sti’ange ciicoimtor, takes the flight 
and Icti'ns me there, and I fall into a dead swoon 
ioi the lack of tho blood I had lost so foolishly 
- -end when I awake, as fiom a sound sleep, 1 
find myself lying, an it like you, wrapped up in my 
cloak at the foot of one of the birch-trees which 
stand together in a clump near to this place, 1 
feel my limbs, and experience little ]>ain, but 
much weakness — I put my hand to the wound — 
it was whole and skinned over 08 you now see it 
— I rise and come hither ; and in these words 
you have my whole day’s story.’ 

‘ I can only ro]>ly to so strange a tale,’ answered 
the monk, ‘that it is scarce possible that Sir 
Piercic Sliafton can expect me to credit it, Hera 
is a quaiTcl, the cause of which you conceal, — a 
wound received in the morning, of which there 
is no recent appearance at sunset,— a grave filled 
up, in which no body is deposited,— the van- 
quished found alive and w^ell, — ^the victor depari ed 
no man know’s whither. These things, Sir 
Knight, hang not so well together, that 1 should 
receive them as gospel.’ ^ 

‘Reverend father,’ answered Sir Piercie 
Shafton, ‘ I pray you in tho first place to qbservo, 
that if I offer peaceful and civil justification of 
that which I have already ave^ed to be true, I 
do so only in devout deference to your dross and 
to your Order, protesting tliat, to any other 
opposite, saving a man of religion, a lady, or my 
liege prince, 1 would not deign to supjmrt tbat 
which I had once attested, notherwise than wit# 
the point of my good sword. And so much 
premised, 1 have to add that I oan Imt 
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Oftf as a gentlexiuin, and my fiiith as a 

OathdUo Christian, that the things wJiich I have 
dssoriibed to jou have happen^ to me as 1 
have described them, and not otherwise.' 

^ It is a deep assertion, Sir Knight,' answered 
the sab-prior ; * yet, bethink you, it is only an 
assertion, and that no reason can be alleged why 
things should be believed which are so contrary 
to reason. Lot me pray you to say whether the 
grave, which lias been seen at your place of 
combat, was open or closed when your encounter 
took place 1 ’ 

* Reverend father,' said the knight, * I will veil 

from you nothing, but show jrou each secret of 
my bosom ; even as the ])ure fountain rovoaleih 
the smallest pebble which graces the sand at the 
bottom of its crystal mirror, and as * 

‘ Speak in plain terms, for the love of Heaven !’ 
said the monk; Hlieso holiday phrases belong 
not to solemn atfairs. Was tbo giave oi»eu when 
the confliot began ^ ' 

* It was,’ answered the knight, ‘ I acknowledge 

it ; even as he that ackuowledgeth ’ 

‘Nay, I pray you, fair son, forbear these 
similitudes, aud observe me. On yesterday at 
even no mve was found in that ])lace, for old 
Martin chanced, contrary to his wont, to go 
thitlier hi quest of a sti’ayed sheep. At break of 
■day, by your own confession, a gi'avo was opened 
in tliat sjiot, and there a combat was fought — 
only one of the combatants appears, and he is 
covered with blood, and to all appearance wound- 
less.* — Here the knight made a gesture of im- 
patience, — ‘Nay, fair son, hear mo but 'one 
moment — ^the grave is closed and covered by the 
aod — what can we behove, but that it conceals 
the bloody corpse of the fallen duellist ? ' 

‘By Heaven, it caimot!* said the knight, 

* unless the juvcnal liath slain himself and bin led 
himself, in order to place me in the predicament 
of hia muitierer.' 

‘The grave shall doubtless be explored, and 
that by to-moiTow’s dawn/ said the monk; ‘1 
will see it done with mine own eyes.' 

‘ But,’ said the prisoner, ‘ I protest against all 
evidence which may arise from its contents, and 
<Io insist beforehand that whatever may be found 
in that grave shall not prejudicate ino in my 
defence. 1 have been so bauuted by dwbolioal 
deceptions in this matter, that wdiat do I know 
but that the devil may assume the lorai of this 
mtical juvenal, in order to procure me lurther 
vexation?— I protest to you, holy father, it is 
my very thought that tliore is witchcraft in all 
that hath befallen me. Since 1 entered into thib 
northern land, in which men say tliat sorceries do 
abound, 1, who am held in awe and regard even 
by the prime gallants in the court of Feliciana, 
have been licr^ bearded and taunted by a clod- 
treading clown. I, whom Yincentio Sa viola 
termed nis nimblest and most agile disciple, was, 
to speak briefly, fciled by a cow-boy, wno knew 
no more of fence than is used at every countiy 
wake. I am run, as it seemed to me, througn 
the body with a very sufficient stoocata, and faint 
^ recover, 1 find 
myself without either wem or wound, and lack- 
nothing of my apparel, saving my murrey- 
Jyonred doublet, sloshed with satin, which I mil 
f jUiy fmy be iiu^red after^ Isiit the Aevih Whp 
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transported me, should have dropped it in his 
passage among some of the trees or boihee^it 
being a choice and most fiiuoifal pieoe of raimentf 
which 1 w'ore for the first time at the Queen's 
I»agcant at Southwark.' o 

*Sir Knight,’ said the monk, ‘you do again 
go astray from this matter. I inauire of you 
lespecting that whioh concerns the lire of another 
man, and, it may be, touches ybur own also, and 
you answer me with the tale of an old doublet ! * 

‘ Old ! ’ exclaimed the knight ; ‘ nqw, by the 
gods and saints, if there be a gallant at the 
British court more fancifully considerate, and 
more considerately fanciful, m^ro ouaintly 
curious, and more curiously quaint, in frequent 
changes of all rich ai tides of vesture, Hiccom** 
ing one who may be ificoounted a 

courtier, 1 will give ysu leave to teim me a slave 
and a liar.’ 

The monk thought, hut did not say, that he 
had alic*ady acquired right to doubt the veracity 
of the Eiiplmist, considering the marvellous tale 
whicli he had told. Yet his own strange adven- 
ture, and that of Father Philip, rushed on his 
mind, and loibadc his coming to any conclusion. 
Ho contented himself, therefore, with observing 
that these wcio cei-tainly stran^ incidents, and 
requested to know if Sir Wercie Shaftou had any 
other leasoii for suspecting liimself to bo in a 
manner so paiiicularly selected for the sport of 
SOI eery or witchcraft. f, 

*Hir Siib-Piior,‘ said the Euphuist, ‘the most 
extraordinary circumstance remains behind, 
winch alone, had I neither been bearded in dis- 
pute, nor foiled in combat, nor wounded and cured 
111 the sjuco of a few horn’s, would nevertheless of 
itself, aud without any other corroborative, have 
compcllcfl mo to believe myself the subject of some 
malevolent fascination Rcveiend sir, it is not 
to your cars that men sliould tell tales of love 
aiid gallantry, nor is Sir Piereie Shaftou one who, 
to any cars wdiatsoever, is wont to boast of his 
lair accej>tance with the choice and prime beauties 
of the court ; insomuch that a lady, none of the 
least res]>len(leni eonstellations which revolve in 
that hemisphere of honour, pleasure, and beauty, 
but whose name 1 hero pretermit, was wont to 
call me her Taciturnity Nevertheless truth 
must be s}>oken ; and 1 canpot but allow', as the 
general report of tli^ court, allowed in camps, 
and echoed back by city and country, that in the 
alacrity of the acc^t, the tender delicacy of the 
regard, the facotiousuess of the address, the 
adopting and pursuing of tl;^ fancy* the solemn 
close and the graceful fdll-off, Piereie Shafton 
was accounted the only gallant of the time, and so 
well accepted amongst the choicer beauties of the 
ago, that no silk-hosed reveller of the presenoe- 
chambor, or plumed jouster of the^tilt-yard, 
approached him by a bowl's len^h in the ladies* 
regard, being the mark at which well-born 
and generous Juvenal aimeth hia slfiit. Never- 
theless, reverend sir, having found in tnis rude 
lace Bomethi|m which by blood and birth might 
e termed a lady, and being desirous to keep my 
gallant humour in oxeroisa, as well as to shovy^ my 
sworn devotion to the sex in general* 1 did shoot 
off some arrows of compliment at this Vary 
Avonel, termix^ her my Discretion, vrith other 
quaint and weU-imagiiied courtesies, ratl^ he* 
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atowed mt of my bontity than warranted by lier 
merit, or perchance like unto the boyish fowler, 
who, rather i^an not exercise his bira-pieoe, will 
shoot at crows or magpies for lack of better 
game — • 

* Mary Avenel is much obliged by your notice,’ 
answered the monk ; * but to what does all this 
detail of past ai^ prescnl ghllantiy conduct us?’ 

* Marry, to this conclusion,’ answered the 
knight; *that either this my Discretion, or I 
myself, am little leas than bewitched ; for, in- 
stead of receiving my accost with a giatilied bow, 
answering my regard with a suppressed smile, 
accompanying my falling off Or departuio with a 
slight^ sigh — honours with which I ])rotest to you 
the noblest dancers and pioudosi beauties in 
Feliciana have^gi'aced poor services — she hath 
naid me as little and a8*cold regard as if 1 had 
been some hob -nailed clown of these bleak moun- 
tains ! Nay, this very day, while I was in the 
act of kneeling at her feet, to render her the 
succours of this pungent quintesscnco of purest 
Bpivit distilled by the fairest hands of the court of 
Feliciana, she pushed mo from her with looks 
which savourca of repugnance^ and, as I think, 
tlinist at me with her foot as if to spurn mo from 
her presence. Those things, reverend father, arc 
strange, portentous, unnatural, and befall not in 
the cuiTent of mortal affairs, but are symptomatic 
of sorcoiy and fascination* So that, having given 
to yom* revegence a perfect, simi>lp, and jilain 
account of all that I know conceniiiig this matter, 
I leaw it to your wisdom to solve what may be 
found soluble in the same, it being iny pnr 2 )osc 
to-morrow, with the peep of dawn, to set loiward 
towards Edinburgh,’ 

‘ I grieve to be an interruption to your designs, 
Sir Knight,’ said the monk, ‘ but that puri>oso oi 
tliiiio may hardly be fulfilled.’ 

* How, reverend father ! ’ said the knight, wuth 
an air of the utmost surprise ; * if what you say 
resiMJcts my departure, understand that it must 
be, for I have so resolved it.* 

‘Sir Knight,’ reiterated the sub-prior, ‘ I must 
once more i*epcat, this cannot be, until the abbot's 
pleasure be known in the matter.* 

* Reverend sir,’ said the knight, drawing him- 
self np with great dignity, ‘ 1 desire my hearty 
and thankful commendations to the abliot ; but 
ill this matter 1 have nothing to do with his 
I'everend pleasure, designing only to ooiisiilt my 
own. 

‘Pardon me,’ said the sub -prior; ‘the lord 
abbot hath in thia^i^j^attcr a voice iiotential.’ 

Sir Piercio Shaftpn’s colour began to rise — ‘ I 
marvel,* he said, ‘to hoar your reverence talk 
thusr-What ! will you, for the imagined death 
of a rude low*born framplor and wrangler, venture 
to impiige upon the liberty of the kinsman of 
the house of Piercie ? * 

‘Sir Knight,’ returned the sub-prior civilly, 

‘ youii>hi^rlineago and your kinijUing anger mil 
avail you nothing in this matter — You shall 
not come here to seek a sheltefi^ and then spill 
our blood as if it w'ere water.’ 

‘ I tdl you,* said the knight, ‘enoe more, as 
1 have told you already, that there was no blood 
spilled but mine own ! ’ 

* That remains to be proved/ replied tbo svib- 
piio^ 9 ‘ we of tlie community of Saint Mary’s of 


Kennaquhair use uot to take fairy tales in 
exchange for the lives of our liege vassals,’ 

‘We of the house of Piercie, answered Shaf* 
ton, * brook, neither threats nor restraint— I say 
1 will travel to-morrow, happen what may ! ’ 
‘And 1,' answered the sub-prior, in the same 
tone of determination, ‘say wat 1 will break 
your journey, come what may 1 * 

‘ Vvho shall gainsay me,’ said the knight, ‘if 
I make my way by force ? ’ 

You will judge wisely to think ere you make 
such an attemi)t,' answered the monk, with 
composure ; ‘ there are mfen enough in the Hali- 
dome to vindicate its rights over those who dare 
to infringe them.’ 

*My cousin of Northumberlaml will know 
how to revenge this usage to a beloved kinsman 
so near to bis blood,’ said the Englisbmnn, 

‘The lord abbot will know bow to protect 
the rights of his territory, both with the tem- 
poral and sjurituat sword,* said the monk. 

‘ Besides, consider, w’orc wo to send you to your 
kinsman at Alnwick or Wark worth to-morrow, 
ho dare do nothing but transmit you in fettt'rs 
to the (^ueen of England. Betliink, Sir Knight, 
that you stand on blii)perv ground, and will 
act most wisely in reconciling yourself to bo 
a ])risoner in tliis ])laco until the abbot shall 
decide the matter. There arc armed men enow 
to countervail all your efforis at escape. Let 
patience and resignation, therefoie, arm yo\i to 
a necessary submission.’ 

So saying, lie cla])ped his hands, and called 
aloud. Edward entered, accompanied by two 
young men who had already joined him, and 
were well armed, 

* Edward,’ said the sub-prior, * you will supply 
tbo English knight here in this spenco witli 
suitable food and accommodation for the nighl, 
treating him with as much kindness as if nothing 
had ha]>pened between you. lint you will place 
a sufficient ^lard, and look carefully that ho 
make not bis escape. Should he attem]>t to 
break forth, resist liim to tlie death ; but in no 
other ease liann a hair of his head, as you shall 
be answerable,’ 

Edward (xlendiniiiiig rejdied, — ‘That I may 
obey your eonmiands, reverend sir, I will not 
again offer myself to tin's iicrson’s presence ; 
for shame it were to me to break the peace of 
the Halidome, but not less shame to leave my 
brother’s death unavenged.’ 

As lie spoke, his lips grew livid, the blood 
foi'sook his clieek, and he was about to leave 
the aiMiitmeiit, when the hub-prior recalled him, 
and said in a solemn tone,— * Edward, I have 
known you from infancy — I have done what lay 
within my reach to be oi use to yoiiK-I say 
notliing of what you owe to me |is the represent- 
ative of your spiritual Superior— 1 say nothing 
of the duty from the vassal to the sub-prior — 
But Father Eustace expects from the pupil 
whom he has nurtured— ho expects fVoni Edward 
Glendinning, that he will not by any deed of 
sudden violence, however justified in his own 
mind by the provocation, break through thO 
respect due to public justice, or that which ho 
has an especial right to claim from him*’ 

‘Fear nothing, my reverend father, for 
an hundred senses may I well term yoUi* isU 
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ito smMRg mA 5 ‘ ton nok, I would say, th*t I 
mil in nothing dlmiuish tho respect 1 owe to 
tliift irenev^le oommunitv by whom we have so 
l0Ug hden protected, far less that 1 will do aught 
wh&h can be personally less than respectful to 
you. But the blood of my brother must not ory 
for vengeance in vain— your reverence knows 
our Border creed.' 

< << Vengeance is mine, saith tho Lord, and I 
will requite it,”’ answered the monk. ‘The 
heathenish custom of deadly feud which prevails 
in this laud, through which each man seeks 
vengeance at his own hand when the death of a 
friend or kinsman has chanced, hath already 
deluged our vales with the blood of Scottish 
men, spilled by the hands of countrymen and 
kindred. It woiu endless to count up the fatal 
results. On the Eastern Border, tho Homes are 
at feud with the Swiutons and Cockburns ; in 
our Middle Marches, tho Sootts and Kerrs have 
spilled as much brave blood in domestic feud as 
might have fought a pitched held in England, 
could they have but forgiven and forgotten a 
casual rencoimtor that placed their names in 
opposition to each other. On tho west fi*onticr, 
the Johnstones arc at war with the Maxwells, 
the Jardinos with the Bells, drawing witli tliom 
the flower of tho country, which should ]»lace 
their breasts as a bulwark against England, into 
private and bloody warfare, of whicli it is tho 
only end to waste and impair tho forces of the 
country, already divided in itself. Do not, my 
■dear son Edward, permit this bloody prejudice 
to master your mind. I cannot ask you to 
think of the crime supposed as if the blood 
spilled had beeu less dear to you — Alas ! I 
know that is impossible. But 1 do roquii*e you, 
in proportion to your interest in tho supposed 
suflerer (for as yet tho whole is matter of sup- 
position), to bear on your mind tho evidence on 
which the guilt of the accused person must be 
tried. He bath spoken with mo, and I confess 
his tale is so extraordinary, that 1 should have, 
without a moment's hesitation, rejected it as 
incredible, but tliat an affair which chanced to 
myself in this very glen— More of that another 
time — Suffice it for tno ju’eseut to say, that from 
what I have myself exi>oiienced, 1 aoem it pos- 
sible, that, extraordinary as Sir Piercio Shaftou’s 
story may seem, I hold it not utterly impossible.’ 

‘ f'athor,’ said Edward GlcuJiiining, when ho 
saw that his preceptor paused, unwilling further 
to explain upon what grounds he was inclined 
to give a certain do^eo of credit to Sir Picrcio 
Shafton’s stoiy, while ho admitted it as impro- 
bable — ‘Father to mo you have been in every 
sense. You know that my hand grasped more 
readily to the book than to tho sword ; and that 
I lacked utterly the ready and bold spirit which 

distinguished * Hero his voice faltered, and 

he paused for a moment, and then went on with 
resolution and rapidity — ‘ 1 would say, that I 
was unequal to Halbert in promptitude of heart 
and of hand ; but Halbert is gone, and I stand 
his ropresentative, and that of my father— his 
Mcoeasor iu all hU rights’ (while he said this 
shot fire), ‘and bonnd to assert and 
mamtain tuem as he would havedone^^therefore 


father, respectfully, but plaxgly and firoijy do^l. 
say, his blood, if it has been shed by tins man^ 
shall bo atoned — Halbert shall not sj©^ 
neglected in his lonely grave, as if with him the 
spSit of my father had ceasad for ever. Hia 
blood flows ill my veins, and while his has been 
poured forth unrequited, mine will pemit me 
no rest. My poverty and meanness of rank 
shall not avail the lordly murdbror. My calm 
nature and ])eaceful studies shall not be his 
protection. Even the obligations, holy father, 
which I aikiiowledgo to you, shall not be his 
protection. I wait with patience the judgment 
of the abbot and Cliapxcr, for the slaughter of 
one of their most anciently descended vassals. 
If they do right to my brother’s memory, it is 
well, liut mark me, father, if they shall fail im 
rendering me that justice, I bear a heart and a 
hand which, tlioiigli I love not such extremities, 
are capable of remedying such an ciTor. He 
who takes uj) iny brother’s succession must 
avenge liis death.’ 

The monk perceived udtli surprise, that 
Edward, with liis extreme diffideneo, humility, 
and obedient assiduity, for such were his geneml 
characteristics, had still boiling iu his veins tho 
wild priueijiles of those fiom uhom he was de- 
scended, and by whom ho was suiTouudod. His 
eyes s}).irk1c(l, his frame was agitated, and the 
extremity of liis dasirc of vengeance seemed to 
give a velienience to his manucr i^^sembling the 
restlessness of joy. 

* May God help us,’ said Father Eustace? ‘for, 
frail wietehcs as we are, we cannot help ourselves 
under sudden and strong temptation. Ed^vard, 
I will rely oii your word that you do notliing 
mshly.’ 

‘That ^fill I not,’ said Edward, — ‘that, my 
better than I'atlior, 1 surely will not. But 
tho blood of my brother, — the tears of my 
mother — and — and — and of Mary Avoqpl, shall 
not be shed in ^ain. 1 will not deceive you, 
father— if this Picreie Shafton liatli slain my 
brother, ho dies, if the whole blood of the whole 
house of Piercio were in his veins.’ 

There was a deep and solemn dcterminatlou 
in the utterance of Edward Glendiiming, ex- 
pressive of a rooted resolution. The sub-prior 
sighed deeply, and for the moment yielded to 
circumstances, and urgsd tho acquiescence of his 
pupil no further. He commanuod lights to be 
placed in the lower Chamber, which for a time 
ho paced in silence. 

A thousand ideas, and e^n differing prin* 
ciplcs, debated with each otUbr in his bosom. He 
greatly doubted the English knight’s account of 
tlie duel, and of wliat had followed it. Yet the 
extraordinary and supeniatural cu'cumstances 
which had befallen tho sacristan ami hjfnself in 
that very glen, prevented him from being abso- 
lutely incredulous on the scoro of the wonderful 
wound and recovery of Sir Pieroie Slfi&flto]|, and 
prevented him from at once oondemning as 
impossible that which was altogether iiiii]|mb^ 
able. Then he was at a loss how to control the 
fraternal aflections of ^Edward* with rpspeot to 
whom he felt something like the keener of ,a wild 
animal, a lion’s whelp or tiger's cuo, w*hioh 
hAs held under his command from in$amcy» hut 
which, when grown to matiurity, on some su#Bit 
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vocation diaplays; liis fangs and talons, erects 
crest, resumes his savage nature, and bids 
defiance at once to his jLceper and to all 
mankind, 

Huw to restrait^and mitigate an ire which the 
tiniversal example of the tunes rendered deadly 
•and inveterate, was aulHcicut cause of anxiety to 
Father Eustace. But he hid also to consider the 
situation of his ^mmunit^ , dishonoured and do- 
graded by submitting to suifer the slaughter of a 
vassal to pass uuavougod ; a circuiubtauco which 
of itself might in those diihcult times have 
-aiforded pretext for a revolt among their waver- 
ing adherents, or, on the other hand, exposed 
the oomiuunity to imminent danger, should they 
proce^ against a subject of England of high 
•degree, connected with the house ot Northumber- 
land, and other northcfti fainiUca of high rank, 
who, as they possessed tne means, could not be 
J3upj)osed to lack inclination, to wreak ujion the 
imtrimony of Saint Alary of Kenna(]uliair any 
violence which might bo olferod to their kinsman. 
, In either case, the sub-nrior well knew that 
the ostensible cause of feiia, iiiburrection, or in- 
cursion, being once aiforded, the case would not 
be ruled eitJier by reason or by evidence, and 
be groaned in spirit when, u])on counting up the 
chances which arose in this ambigiiouH dilemma, 
he found ho had only a choice of diihcultics. 
He was a moitk, but he felt also as a man, 
iiidigimut at the supposed slaughter of young 
‘Glondiuiiing liy one SKilful in all the ])ractico of 
arms, jin which the vassal of the Monastery was 
most likely to bo deficient ; and to aid the resent- 
ment wliich he felt for the loss of a youth whom 
he had known from infancy, came in lull foieo 
the sense of dishonour arising to liis community 
from passing over so gross an insult unavenged. 
Then the light in which it might bo viewed by 
those who at present jiresided in the stormy Court 
of Scotland, altachod as they wore to the Kefoima- 
tion, and allied by common faith and common 
interest with Queen Elizabeth, was a formidable 
subject of apprehension. The bub prior well knew 
how they lusted after the revenues of the Church 
•(to express it in the ordinary phrase of the re- 
ligious of the time), and how readily they would 
gi'asp ot sucli a pretext for encroaching on those 
of Saint Mary’s, as would be aiforded by the 
<flu0ering to i)ass unpunished the death of a native 
iScotchinan l)y a Catholit Englislimaii, a rebel 
to Queen Eli/abeth. 

On the other hand, to deliver up to England, 
or, which was nearly the same thing, to the 
Scottish administration, an English knight, 
leagued with the Picrcie by kindred and political 
intrigue, a faitliful follower of the Catholic 
•Church, who had fled to the Halidomo for pro- 
tection was, in the estimation of the sub-prior, 
^ act nawt unworthy in itself, and meriting the 
malediction of Heaven, besides being, moreover, 
fraught wyji great temporal lisk. 11 the govern- 
ment ^ l^tUnd was now almost entirely in the 
hands of the l^ntestant party, the Queen was still 
a Catholic, aiid there was no knowing when, 
4 mid the sudden changes which agitat^ that 
tumultuous country, she might And hersolf at 
the head of her own affairs, and able to proteat 
those of liet own faith. Then, if the court of 
E^glaud and its Queen zealously Protestant, 




the northern counties, whoM friendship or enmitjr 
were of most consequeiice in the first instance to 
the community of »aint Mary’s, contained many 
Catholics, the heads of whom were able, and 
must be supposed willing, to avenge any injury 
suffered by Sir Piercio Shafton. 

On eitlier side, the sub-prior, thinking, accord- 
ing to his sense of duty, most anxiously lor the 
safety and welfare of his Alouastory, saw the 
greatest risk of damage, blame, inroad, and con- 
fiscation. The only course on whioli lie could 
determine, was lo bland by the Jiolm like a re- 
solute pilot, watch every contingenco, do his 
best to weather each reef and shoal, and commit 
the rest to Heaven and his Patroness. 

As ho left the aj>artinent, the knight called 
after him, beseeching he would onler his trunk- 
mails to he sent into his apartment, understand*> 
ing he was to be guarded tbeie for the night, 
as he wished to make some altciation in his 
api>arel.* 

‘ Ay, ay,’ said the monk, muttering as he went 
up the winding stair, ‘ carry him his trumpery 
with all despatch. Alas ! tliat man, with bO 
many noble objects of juirsuit, will amuse liim- 
sell, like a jaekanape, with a laced jerkin and a 
cap and bells I — I must now to the melancholy 
w'ork of consoling that wliich is WTll-nigli incoii* 
solable, a mother wcciiiiig for her first-born.* 

Advancing, after a gentle knock, into the 
apartment of the women, ho found that Mary 
Avenol Imd redired to bed, extremely indisposed, 
and that Dame Clcndinning and Tibb were in- 
dulging their sonow's by the side of a decaying 
fire, and by the light of a small iron lamp, or 
cruise, as it was termed. Poor Elspeth’s apron 
was thrown over her head, and bitterly dia she 
sob and weep for ‘ her beautiful, her brave, — the 
very image of her dear Simon Glendinning, the 
stay of her widowhood and the support of her 
old age.* 

The faithful Tibb echoed her complaints, and, 
more violently clamorous, made deep itromises of 
revenge on Sir Piercio Shafton, ‘ if there were a 
man left in the south who could draw a whinger, 
or a woman that could thraw a rape.* Tlie pre- 
sence of the sub-])rior imposed silence on these 
clamours. Ho sat down by the unfortunate 
motlicr, and essayed, by .sucli topics ashis religion 
and reason suggested, to interrupt the cui'rent of 
Hamo Gleudiuning’s feelings ; but the attempt 
was in vain. She listcnccl, indeed, with some 
little interest, while he ifiedged his word and his 
influence with the abbot, that the family which 
liad lost their oldest-born by means of a guest 
received at his command, should experience 
particular ])rolection at the hands of the com* 
mnnity; and Uiat llio fiof which belonged to 
Simon Glendinning should, with extended boun^ 
and added privileges, be conferred on Edward. 

But it was only for a very brief 8i>aoe that tho 
mother’s sobs were apparently softer, and her 
grief more mild. She soon blamed herself fier 
casting a moment’s thought upon world^a gear 
while poor Halbert was lying stretched in hit 
bloody shirt. The sub-piior was not more fort 
tunate, when he promised that Balbert’s body* 
* should be remove to hallowed grpniid, and hui 


*Kot«l. FetpevyofthttSikteeathCea^ ^ ** 
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soul AecvfMil by the prayers of the Church iii his 
behalf/ drief woum have its natural course, 
an4 the tdoe of the comforter was wasted in 
taih. 


CffAPTER XXV//}. 

He is at liberty, I have ventured for him ! 

« # * * if the law^ 

Find and condemn me for’t, some li\ing wenches, 
Some honest-hearted maids will sing my dirge, 

And tell to memory my death was noble. 

Dying almost a martw. 

The Two Noble Kinsmen. 

The Sub-Prior of Saint Mary’s, iu taking his 
departure from the spcnce iu which Sir Piei-cie 
Shatton was confined, and in which some i>re- 
jMirations were made for his passing the night, 
as the room which might })e most conveniently 
guarded, left more than one perplexed person 
behind him. There was connected with this 
chamber, and opening into it, a small oiUshoty or 
projecting jiart of the building, occu})ied by a 
deeping apartment, which, upon ordinary occa- 
sions, was that of Alary Avciiel, and which, in 
the iiiiusnal number of guosts who had conic to 
the tower on the former evening, had also accom- 
modated Mysie Happer, the miller’s daughter ; 
for anciently, as well as in the present day, a 
Scottish house w*as always rather too uairowand 
limited for the extent of the owner’s hospitality, 
and some shift and contrivance was necessary, 
upon any unusual occasion, to insure the accom- 
modation of all the guests. 

The fatal news of ilalbort Glendinniiig’s death 
had thrown all former aiTaugenicnts into con- 
fusion. Mary Aveuel, ^\hose ease retpured iin- 
niediute attention, had been traus])orted into 
the apartment hitherto occupied by llalbcrt aiifl 
his brother, as the latter proposed to watch all 
night, ill order to prevent the escape of the 
prisoner. Poor Mysio had been altogether over- 
looked, and had naturally enough betaken herself 
to the little a 2 )artmont which she had hitherto 
occupied, ignorant that the spjiice, through 
whicni lay the only access to it, was to be the 
sleeping chamber of Sir Piorcie Shafton. The 
iuoasui*es taken for securing liim there had been 
so sudden that she was not awaie of it, until she 
found that the other females had been removed 
from the spenco by the sub-]»rior’s direction, and, 
having ouco missed the opportunity of retreat- 
ing along with them, hashfulness, and the high 
iGsi>cct which she was taught to boar to the 
monks, prevented her venturing forth alone, 
and intruding herself on the presence of Father 
Eustace, while iu secret conference with the 
Southron. There appeared no remedy but to 
wait till their interview was over ; and, as the 
door was thin, and did not shut# very closely, 
she could hear every word that passed betwixt 
tliem. 

It thus happened that, without any intended 
intrusion on her part, she became privy to the 
whole conversation of the sub-prior and the 
English knight, and could also observe, from the 
wiidow of her little retmt, that more tlian one 
m the young men summoned by Edward arrived 
sucoesslvely at the tower. These cmiumstanoos 


led her to entertain most serious appreheasto 
that the life of Sir Fieroio Shafton was in great 
and instant peril. 

Woman is naturally comj^sionato, and not 
less willingly so when youth^and fiur i^turea 
are on the side of him who clauns her sympathy*^ 
The handsome presence, elaborate dress and 
address of Sir Piercio Shafton, which had failed 
to make any favourable impression on the grave 
and lofty character of Mary Avenel, had com* 
pleiely dazzled and Itewildei^ the poor Maid of 
the Mill. The knight hod i»erceivea this result, 
and, flattered by seeing that his merit was not 
univei sally umlerratca, he had bestowed on 
Alyslc a good deal more of his courtesy than in 
his opinion her lank warranted. It was not 
cast away, but received with a devout sense of 
his condescension, an^^with gratitude for hia 
ppr«Jonal notice, which, joined to her fears for 
his safety, and the natural tenderness of her 
disi)Ositioii, began to make wdld work in her 
heart. 

‘ To be sure it was very wrong in him to slay 
Halbert Gleiicliuniiig ’ (it was thus she argued 
the ease with hciself), ‘but then he was a 
gentleman born, and a soldier, and so gentle and 
courteous withal, that she was suio the quaircl 
had been all of young Olendinning’s own seeking ; 
for it was well known that both these lads were 
so taken U]> with that Alary Avenel, that they 
never looked at another lass in the llalidome, 
more than if they were of a different degree, 
And then Halberrs dress was as elownishoos his 
manners w'cre haughty ; and this X)oor young 
gentleman (who habited like ony prince), 
banishofl from his own land, was first drawn into 
a quaiTel by a rude branglor, and then per- 
secuted and like to bo put to death by his xiu 
and allies.^ 

Alysie wej)t bitterly at the thought, and then, 
her heait lising against such cinielty and oppres- 
sion to a defenceless stranger, who dreSSerl with 
so much skill, and spoke wdth so much grace, 
she began to consider whether she could not 
render him some assistance in this extremity. 

Her mind w'as now’ enthely altered from its 
original purpose At first her only anxiety 
had been to find the means of escaping from 
the iiilerior aiMirtmcnt, without being noticed 
by any one ; but now she began to think that 
Heaven had placed > IflT there for the safety 
and jirotection of thf jwrsecuted stranger. She 
was of a simple and affectionate, hut at tbo 
same time an alert and enterprising character, 
^HDSsessing more than fcmaio^treiigth of lK>dy, 
and more than female courage, though with 
feelings as cajiable of being bewildered witli 
gallantry of dress and language, as a fine ^ntle- 
man of any generation would liavo desim to 
oxerciso his talents uiM>n. ‘I will safe him,* 
she thought, ‘ that is the first thing to lie resolved 
—and then 1 vrondcr what ho will 0 ,j to the 
poor miller’s maiden, that has done for hin» what 
all the dainty dames in London or Holyrood 
would haVb been afraid to venture upon.’ 

Prudence began to pull her sleeve as sho 
indulged speculations so hazardous, and hinijed 
to her that the wanner Sir Hei^ie Shafton'a 
gratitude might prove, it was the more likely 
to be fraught with danger to Ids beiiefaetiMu 
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AIm ! iioor Prudenoe, thou mayest say with our 
uioral teacher, 

*I preach for ever, but I preach in vain.' 

Tlie'maier’s maiden, while you pour your warning 
into her unwilliflg bosom, has glanced her eye 
on the small mirror by which she has placed her 
little lamp, and it retuins to her a countenance 
and eyes, pretty and 8])arkling at all times, but 
ennobled at present with the energy of expression 
proper to those who have dared to form, and 
stand prepared to execute, deeds of generous 
audacity. ‘ Will these features — will these eyes, 
joined to the benefit I am about to confer upon 
Sir Piercie Shafton, do nothing towards removing 
the (ystanco of rank between us i ’ 

Such w*as the question which female vanity 
asked of fand^ ; and Hiough even fancy dared 
not answer in a ready aftinnativo, a middle con- 
clusion was adopted — * Let mo first succour the 
gallant youth, and trust to fortune for the rest.’ 

Banishing, therefore, from her mind every- 
thing that was ]>ersonal to herself, the rash but 
generous girl turned her w’holo thoughts to the 
means of executing this cntor])riso. 

The difficulties which interposed w'ere of no 
ordinary nature. The vengcauco of the men of 
that country, in cases of deadly feud, that is, in 
cases of a quarrel excited by the slaughter of 
any of their relations, was one of their most 
marked eharacteiistics ; and Edward, however 
gentle in otiier respects, was so fond of Ins 
brother, that thci’c could be no doubt that ho 
woulTl be as signal in his revenge as the customs 
of the country authorized. There were to he 
l)assod the inner door of the apartment, the two 
gates of the tower itself, and the gate of the 
court-yard, ore the jn'isoner was at liberty ; and 
then a guide and means of flight w^e^e to he pro- 
vided, otherwise ultimate escape was inqiossible. 
But where the will of woman is strongly befit on 
the acQpmplishment of such a purpose, her wdt 
is seldom baflled by difficulties, liow'^cver embar- 
rassing. 

The sub-prior had not long left the apartment, 
ere Mysio had devised a scheme for 8ir Piercic 
Shafton’s freedom, daring, indeed, but likely to 
bo successful, if dexterously conducted. It was 
neollasary, however, that she should remain where 
she was till so late an hour that all in tlie tower 
should have betaken thomsolves to repose, except- 
ing those nrhoBO duty made them watchers. 
The interval she omplofed in observing the 
movements of the person in whose service she 
was thus boldly a ^mluntccr. 

She could hear Sir Piercie Shafton pace the 
floor to and fro, in reflection doubtless on his 
own untoward fate and precarious situation. By 
and by she hoard him making a rustling among 
his trunks, which, agreeable to the order of the 
sub-prior, had been placed in the apartment to 
whiriii h^as confinedf, and which he was probably 
amuringmore melancholy thoughts by examining 
and arranmng. Tlicn she could hear him resume 
his walk Qirough the room, and, as if' his spiilts 
hod been somewliat relieved and elevated by the 
aorvey of his wardrobe, she could distinguish 
that at one turn he half recited a sonnet, at 
another half whistled a galHard, and at the third 
hummed a saraband. At length she could 
los* 


understand that he extended himself uu the 
teuq)orary couch which had been allotted to 
him, after mattering his pray 01*8 hastily, and in 
a short time she concludca he must bo fast 
asleep. 

She employed the moments which intervened 
in considering her enterprise under every differ- 
ent aspect ; and, dangerous as it was, the steady 
review which she took of the various iwriis 
accompanying licr purpose, furnished her with 
plausible devices for obviating them. Love and 
generous comilassioii, which give singly such 
liowerfiil impulse to the female heart, were in 
this case united, and championed her to the last 
extremity of liazard. 

It w'as ail hour past midnight. All in Iho 
tower slept sound but those who had undertaken 
to giiai-d tlio English prisoner ; or if sorrow and 
Huficring drove sleep fiom the bed of Baxne 
Olciidiiining and lier foster-daughter, they Were 
too much wrajmed in their own griefs to attend to 
external houikis. The means of striking light 
were at hand in the small apart ment, and thus 
the miller’s maiden was enabled to light and 
trim a small lam]). With a treinhliiig step 
and throbbing heart, she undid the door which 
separated her from the a])artmcnt in wliich 
the Southron knight was confined, and almost 
flinched from her fixed purpose, wheri she found 
heiself ill the same room with the sleeping 
l)risoner. Slie scarcely tnisted herself to look 
u]>oii him, as ho lay WTappod in his cloak, and 
fast asleej) upon the ]>allct bed, but turned her 
eyes away, wliile she gently i>ulled his mantle 
with no more force than w^as just equal to awaken 
him. Ho moved not until she had twitched his 
cloak a second and a third time, and then at 
length looking u]), was about to make an exclama- 
tion in the suddenness of his surprise. 

Mysie’s l>ash fulness was conquered by her fear. 
She placed her fingers on her lips, in token that 
he must observe tlio most strict silence, and 
then pointed to the door to intimate that it was 
watched. 

Sir Piercie Shafton now collected himself, and 
sat u|)right on his couch. He gazed with suq)rise 
on the graceful figure of the young w^oman who 
stood before him ; her WTlI-formed person, her 
flowing hair, and the outline of her features, 
show'cd dimly, and yet to advantage, by the 
iiartial and feeble light winch she held in her 
liand. Tlie romantic imagination of the gallant 
w'ould soon have coined some compliment proper 
for the occasion, but Mysie left him not time. 

‘1 come,’ she said, ‘to save your life, which 
is else in gi'eat peril— if you answer me, speak 
as low as you can, foj they have seutiuclled 
your door with anned men.’ 

‘Comeliest of millers’ daughters/ answered 
Sir Piercie, wiio by this time w^as sitting upright 
on his couch, ‘ dread nothing for my ^safety. 
Credit me, (hat, as in very truth 1 nave not 
spilled the red puddle (which these villagios call 
the tlood) of tlieit most uncivil relation, so I am 
under no apprehension whatever for the issue of 
this restraint, seeing that it cannot but be baryu*- ' 
less to me. Natheless, to thee, 0 most molsu^ ‘ 
dinar beauty, 1 return the thiuiks which thy 
courtesy may justly claim/ ‘ 

* Nay, but, Sir Enighti’ answered the 
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in n ivliinper as low as it was ti-emulous, *1 
deserire m thanks unless you will act by niy 
oounael. Edward Glendinuing liatli scut for Dau 
rf th« Howlet-hirst, and youiig Adie of Aiken- 
ahaW) and they are come with tlireo men more, 
^aad with bow, and jack, 'and spoar, and I heard 
thatn BAY to each other, and to Edward, as they 
alightod in the oonrt, that they would have 
amends for the death of their kinsman^ if tho 
monk’s cowl should smoko for it— And the 
vassals aie so wilful now, that the abbot himself 
dare not control them, for fear they turn heretics, 
and refuse to pay their feu-duties.’ 

‘ In faith,’ said Sir Piorcio Shaitou, 4t may ho 
a sliicwd temptation, and 2 )erchaii (0 the monks 
may nd tliomselvos of trouble ajid cumber, by 
handing mo over tho march to Sir John Fostei 
or Lord Iliinsdon, tho English wardens, and so 
make i)eaoo with their vassals an<l with England 
at once. Faiiest Mobiiaia, 1 will for once walk 
by thy redo, and if thou dost contrive to extricate 
me from this vile kennel, 1 will so celebrate 
thy Avit and beauty, that the baker's nymph oi 
Eaj|)hael d’Uibino shall seem but a gipsy in com- 
parison of my JMolinara.’ 

‘1 pray you, then, bo silent,' said the miller’s 
•daiighh^r; 'for if your sjn'oeh bctiays* that you 
are awake, my sehcine iails utterly, and it is 
Heaven’s mercy and Our Lady’s that wo are not 
already overheard and discovered.’ 

'I am silent,* roidiod tho Southron, 'even as 
tho starless night — But yet — if this contiivanco 
of thine should endanger thy safety, fair and no 
less kind than fair damsel, it were uttcily un- 
worthy of mo to accept it at thy liaiid.’ 

‘Do not think of mo,’ said Mysie hastily; 'I 
am safe— I will tike thought for mysoll, if I 
once saw you out of this daiigoro»is dwelling — it 
you would i)rovido youivclf with any 2 )art of youi 
apmrol or goods, lose no time.’ 

Tho knight however, lose some time cie 
he could settle in his own mind ivhat to take and 

S at to abandon of his wardrobe, each article of 
icli eoomod endeared to him by recollection 
of tho feasts and rovels at which it had been 
exhibited. For some little while Mysie left him 
to make his selections at leisure, for she her.self 
had also some preparations to make for flight. 
But when, returning from tho chain] )er into wliich 
she had retired, witli a small bundle in her hand, 
she found him still indecisive, she insisted in 
pkiu terms that he should either make up his 
baggage for the enterprise, or give it up entirely. 
Thus urged, the disconsolate Iwight hastily made 
up a few clothes into a bundle, regarded liis 
trunk-mails with a mute expression of parting 
sorrow, and intimated his reodmess to wait upon 
his kind guide. 

She kd tho way to the door of the ajiartmont, 
having first carefully extinguished her lamp, and, 
motioning to jtho knight to stand close behind 
her, tap^iod once or tiviec at the door. She was 
at length answorod by Edward Glcudiuniug, wlio 
domandod to know who knoek(^ withim and 
what was desired. ' 

Speak low,* said Mysie Tlaiiper, ‘or you will 
awaken the English kniglit. It is I, Mysie 
llapper, who knock — 1 wish to get out— you 
th ^ owiged to wait 


' Locked you up ! ’ replied Edward, in surprise. 
'Yes,* ansAvewd the miller’s daughter, ‘y«m 
have locked mo up into this room--^I was in 
Maiy Aveiiel’s sleeping apai*tment.’ 

' And can you not remain ^ere till morning,^ 
ro])lied Edward, ' since it h'as^ chanced 9 * 

' What ! ’ said tJie miller’s daughter, in a tone 
of offended delicacy, ' I remain here a moment 
longer when I can got out without disooveiy I— I 
Avoukl not, for all the Halidome of Saint Mary’s, 
remain a minute longer in the neighbourhood of 
a man’s a 2 >(]rtinuiit than 1 can hel^) it — For wliom, 
or for Avhat, do you hold mo? I promise you 
my father’s daughter has been better brought uj) 
than to inii in peril her good name.* 

' Como forth, then, and get to thy cliaigber in 
silence,’ said Edward. , 

So b.iving, lie undi(^*tlie bolt. The staircase 
\MtlLout A\as in utter darkness, as Mysie had 
befoie as(‘eitaiiicd. So soon as she stepped out, 
she took hold ol Edward as if to supiiorL herself, 
thus iiilci posing her peison betwixt him and 
Sir Picrcio Shafton. by whom she Avas closely 
followed. Tluii screened from observation, the 
Englishman slii)ped past on tiptoe, unshod and 
in silence, Avhile the damsel oomxilaiiiod to 
Edward that she wanted a light. 

'I cannot g't you a light,’ said he, 'for I 
cannot loavt* this i)ost ; hut there is a tire below.* 
‘1 AA’ill sit below till nioining,’ said the Maid 
of the Mill; and, tiij> 2 >ing down -stalls, hoard 
Edward bolt and bar tho dooi* of tie now tenant- 
le^s ai)irtment A\ith vain caution. ^ 

At tlie foot of the stair Avliich she descended, 
she found tho olyei'l of lier care waiting her 
lui*tlier d ircctions. iSlie recommended to him tho 
most nbsoliiti* silcnc(‘, which, for once in his lile. 
he seemed not iinxvUling to observe, conducted 
Jimi, AN it h as mueh caution as if ho Averc walking 
on cracked ice, tu a dark rocess, used for deposit- 
ing Avood, and instructed him to ensconce himself 
behind the fagot ‘j. She herself lighted her lamp 
once more at the kitchen fire, and took her dis- 
Utl and s[>iudle, that she might not seem to be 
unemployed, in case any one came into tho a2)art- 
meiit. From time to time, however, she stole 
towards the window on tiptoe, to catcli tho first 
glance of the dawn, for the further prosecution 
of her advouturoiib project. At length sh^saw, 
to lier great joy, tho first ]jeep of the morning 
brighten upon the grejP clouds of the east, and, 
clasping her hands together, thanked Our Lady 
for the sight, and implored protection during the 
remain der of her enterprise. Ere slie had finished 
lier piuytT, sht* started at Soriing a man’s arm 
across her shoulder, while a rough voice spoke in 
her ear — ' What 1 menseful Mysie of the Mill so 
soon at her iirayers l-»-now, bonison on tho bonnie 
eyes that open scm o^irly ! — I’ll have a kiss for 
good morrow’s sake.* ♦ 

Dau of tho HoAvlet-hirst, ibr ho Avas the gallant 
Avlio ]iaid Myaio thj^ compliment, |gitod tho 
action with fme wordi^ and the action, as iswisual 
in such oases of rfistic gallantry, was rewarded 
with a cuff, whiuh Dan received as a fino gentle- 
man receives a tap with a fan, but which, delivered 
by the energetic arm of the miller’s maiden, 
AVould have certainly astonished a less robnst 
gallant. 

‘ How now, Sir Coxcomb ! ' said she, * and Hmat 
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vou be away firoin gamxd over tbo Eugliali 
knicbtj to plagiio quiet folka with your hoi-se- 

tiicTcat’ 

"* Truly you w mistaken, pretty Mysic,' said 
itho clown, ‘fori have not yet relieved Edward 
«t his post ; and were it not a shame to lot him 
f^y any longer, by my faith, 1 could find it in 
xny heart not quit y^u these two hours.* 

‘ 0, you have hours and hours enough to see 
any one/ said Mysie ; ‘ but you muf.1 think of 
the distress of the household even now, and get 
Edward to sleep for a while, for he has kept 
watch this whole nidit.’ 

‘ I will have another kiss first,’ answered Dan 
of t^e Howlet-himt. 

But Myfiie^ was now on her guard, and, eon- 
^ious of the vicinity* pf the wood-hole, offered 
t^uch strcuunus resistance, that the swain eui'scd 
the nymph’s bad liiiinoiir with very iinpastoral 
phrase and emphasis, and ran up-staiis to wdieve 
the guard of his comrade. vStealing to the door, 
.she heard the new sentinel hold a brief con vcisa- 
tion with lidward, after which the Utter with- 
drew, and the former entered upon the duties of 
Jus watch. 

Mysie suffered him to walk there a little while 
undisturbed, until tlie dawning became more 
general, by which time she supposed ho might 
have digested her coyness, and then, presenting 
herself before the watchful sentinel, demaude<l 
of him ‘ tliertceys of the outer tower, and of the 
ooipl-yavd gate.’ 

‘And for what purpose?’ answered Uic warder. 

* To nidk the cows, and drive them out to their 
pubture/ said Mysie ; ‘you would not have the 
poor l)easta kept in the byre a' nioniiug, and the 
family in such distress that there is na aue fit to 
<lo a turn but the byre-woniaii and my‘ elf ? ’ 

‘ And where is tli byre-woiuan ? ’ siiid Dan. 

* Sitting with me in the liitehen, in ease these 
distresfted folks want anything.’ 

‘There are the keys, then, Mysie Dorts,’ said 
the sentinel. 

* ^laiiy thanks, Dan Ne’er-do-weel,’ answered 
tlic Inlaid of the Mill, and escaped down-stairs in 
.a momoiit. 

To hasten to the w-ood-hole, and there to robe 
the English kiiighf in a short-gown and ])etti- 
ooat, which she had provided lor the ]»ur])ose, 
was tho work of anottitr moment. She then 
undid the gates of the to\)^r, and mado towanls 
tho byre, or cow*- house, which stood in one 
*eornor of the court-yard. Sir IMorcic Sliafton 
remonstrated agoii^t tho delay which this would 
oocasion. 

‘Fair and generous Molinara,’ he said, ‘had 
we not better undo tho outward gate, and make 
tho best of our way hence,* even like a pair of 
sea-miHIrs who make towards shclfxjr pf tho rocks 
4 is the storm waxes high ? ’ 

‘ We ^ust drive out , tho cows first,' said 
Hylle, Tor a sin it were to^poil the poor widow’s 
<oattlo, both for her sake and tho poor beasts’ 
-own ; and I have no mind any one shall leave 
tho tower in a luuTy to follow us. Besides, you 
must have your honae, for you will need a fleet 
one ere all bo done/ 

So saying, she locked and double-locked both 
tho inward and outward door of tho tower, pro- 
ceeded to the eow-houeo, turned out the eotUoi 


and, giving the knight his own horse to lead, 
drove them bofoiu her out at the court-yard gate, 
intoiiding to return for her own palfrey. But 
the noise " attending , the first operation caught 
tho wakeful attention of Edward, who, staitmg 
to the baitizan, called to know wliat the matter 
was. 

!^^ysio answered with groat readiness that 
‘she was driving out the cows, for that they 
would bo spoili'd for want of looking to.' , 

‘ I thank tlioe, kind maiden,* said Edward ; — 
‘anil yet,’ ho added, after a moment’s pause, 
‘what damsel is tlial thou hast with thee ?’ 

Mysie was about to answer, wdicn Sir Piorido 
Shatton, vho apparently did not desire that 
tlie gloat work of his liberation should he oxe- 
lutid without the interposition of his own in- 
genuity, excUinicd from beneath, ‘ I am she, O 
most biieolical juvcnal, under whoso charge are 
placed the milky mothers of the herd,’ 

* Hull and daikiiess ! ’ exclaimed Edward, in a 
trans])ort of liny and astoiiishiiiciit, ‘ it is Pisreie 
Sliafton. — 'What* treasoii ! tieasou 1 — ho !— »Dau 
— Jasper — Martin —tho villain esoajios ! * 

‘ To hoi so • to horse ! ' cried Mysie, and in on 
instant mounted behind tlie knight, who was 
already in the saddle. 

Edward caught up a cross-bow, and let fly a 
bolt, which whistled so near Mysie ’s ear, tnat 
she called to her comjiamon, — ‘ Spur— spur— Sir 
Knight • the next will not miss us. — Had it been 
Hulbcrt instead of Edw'ard who bent tliat bow, 
wc hail been dojid.' 

Tlie knight pressed Ids horse, which dashed 
piu-^t the COW'S, and down tho knoll on which the 
tow^*r w’as situated. Then taking the road down 
the valley, tho gallant animal, reckless of its 
double burden, soon conveyed them out of hear- 
ing of the tumult and alarm with width their 
dcpaiiiirc filled the Tow’cr of Glendoarg, 

Thus it strangely lia}»peiicd, that tw'o men 
WTre flying in diflercnt Jircctioiis at the same 
limt, each accused of being tlie other’s murderer. 


CIIAP7ER XXIX, 


Sure he capnot 

JJc so unmanly as to lease nie here; 

If he do, maids will iiul so easily 
Trust men again. 

The Two Nooli: Kinsmsn. 


The knight continued to keep tho good horse 
at a ])ace as quick as the road pennitted, uqtil 
they had cleared the valley of Olendearg, and 
ontered upon tho broad dale of the tweed, wbieli 
now' rolled before the^ hi ci’ystal beauty, dis- 
playing on its opposite bank tho huge gvey 
Monastery pf Saint Alary’s, wKtoso towers and 
jiimiaoles Wei’s scarce yet touched by the newly- 
nscu sun, so deeply the edifice n«s shroudqd 
under the mountains which rise to th.e southward* * 
Turning to the left, tho knight ooulhiuod to 
road down to tho nortliern bank of the rinSr# 
until they arrived nearly opposite to the wiefr, 
ot dain-dute, where Father Philip opnolwied'to 
extiuordinary aqiqstic exoursion. ’ 

Sir Fiercio Shafton, whose htaha asldMltflt < 
mitted more 1h»ii one idea at 
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hitherto pushed forward without very distinctly 
considering where he was going. But the sight 
of the Monastoiy so near to him, reminded him 
he was still on dangerous ground, and that 
hs must necessarily 2 >rovide for his safety by 
choosing some settle plan of escape. The situa- 
tion of Ills guide and deliverer also oeouitcd 
to him, for he was far from being either seliish 
or uii^ateful. He listened, and discovered 
that Uie miller’s daughter was sobbing and 
woe]>ing bitterly as slie rested her head on his 
shoulder. 

‘What ails thoe,* he said, *my generous 
Molinara ? — is there aught that Piercie Shafton 
can do which may show his gratitude to his de- 
liverer ? * Mysie pointed with her finger across 
the river, hut ventured not to turn her eyes in 
that direction. ‘Nay, but speak plain, most 
generous damsel,’ said the knight, \^ho, for once, 
was puzzled as much as his oun olegauco of 
s^teeui was wont to puzzle otheis, ‘for 1 swear 
to you that I comprehend nought by the exteubion 
of thy fair digit. ^ 

‘Yonder is my father’s house,* said Mysie, in 
a voice interrupted by the increased buisl of her 
Borrow. 

‘And I u'as carrying theo discoiutcously to 
a distance from thy habitation ? ’ said Shat ton, 
imagining he had f diuuI out the source of her 
grief. ‘ W oe worth th o liour that Piercie Shafton, 
in attention to his own safety, neglected the 
accommodation of any female, far less of his most 
beneficent libcratrice ! Dismount, then, 0 lovely 
Molinara, unless thou wouldst lathcr tliat 1 
should transjiort thoe on horseback to the house 
of thy molendinary father, which, if thou sayest 
the word, 1 am prompt to do, defying all dangois 
which may arise to mo i)ersoiially, whether by 
monk or miller.’ 

Mysie suppressed her sobs, and uith consider- 
able difficulty inuttoied her desire to alight, and 
take her fortune by herself. Sir Picrcie Sliafton, 
too devoted a squire of dames to consider tluj 
most lowly as exempted from a re.si>cctlul atten- 
tion, independent of the claiins which the miller’s 
maiden possessed over him, dismounted instantly 
from his horse, and received in his arms the ]>oor 
girl, who still wept bitterly, and, when placed 
on the ground, seemed scarce able to sujqiort 
herself, or at least still clung, though, as it 
a]mearod, unconsciously, to tlio support ho had 
aliorded. He carried her to a weeping lurch - 
tree, which grow on the greensward bank around 
which the road winded, and, placing her on the 
ground beneath it, exliortea ]icr to qoinpose 
Herself. A strong toucli of natural fueling 
struggled with, ana half overcame, his acquired 
affectation, while he said, ‘Ci'edit me. most 
generous damsel, the service yon have aoue to 
Piercie Shafton he would havedoen^ed too dearly 
bought, had he foreseen it was to ^6st yon these 
tears and singults; Show me j;ne cause of your I 
giief, and if i can do aught to remUve it, believe 
tiiat the rights you have acquired over me will 
xhake ystor commands sacred as those of an em- 
Sl>eak, then, fait Molinira, and command 
Im whom ftwtune hath rendered onoe y»ar 
fisW^^and your el^piox»« ^>*"IYhat aro^your 

will fly aii4 eare yonrselfl* 


said Mysie, mustering up her utmost efforts to 
I utter these few words. 

i * \ ct,’ said the knight, ‘ let me not leave you 
without some token of remmbronce.* Mysie 
would have said there needeernone, and most 
tnily would she have s^Kiken, could she have 
spoken for weeping. ‘Piercie Shafton is poor,* 
lie continued, ‘ but lot this chs^ testify he is 
not ungidteful to his deliverer* 

llo took from his nock the rich chain and 
medallion ue have formerly meniioned, and put 
it into the powerless hand of the poor maiden, 

I who neither received nor rejected it, but, occu- 
with more intouso feelings, seemed scarce 
I awaie of w hat he was doing. ^ 

I ‘We shall meet again,’ said Piercie Shafton, 
‘at least 1 trust so ; memi while, weep no more, 
fair Mi'liiiara, an thou fovest me.* 

The jdirase of eoiijuiatiou was but used as an 
ordinary coninioiqilaco ex 2 )re 8 Bion of the time, 
but 1)01 e a deeper sense to })oor Mysie’s ear. She 
dried her tears ; and wdicn the kniglit, in all 
kind and chivalrous courtesy, stooi>ed to em- 
brace her at their |)arting, slio rose humbly iii> 
to receive the pioflercd lionour in a postnio of 
moie deference, and meekly and gratefully ac- 
cej)ted the oficred salute. Sir Picrcie Shafton 
moan ted liis hurjo and began to lido off, but 
curiosity, or perhaps a stronger feeling, soon 
induced liim to look back, when ho beheld the 
miller’s daughter stauding still ■aotionlc’ss on 
the si)ot w'hcre they had parted, her eyes Hiriiod 
after him, and the unheeded chain hanging from 
lier hand. 

It was at this moment that a glimpse of the 
real state of Mybie’s affections, ana of the motive 
from wliicy she had acted in the whole matter, 
glanced on Sir IMcrcie Shafton’a mind. The 
gallants of that age, disinterested, a8}>iring, and 
lofty-minded, even in their coxcombiy, were 
strangers to those degrading and misehiovoua 
pui'suits whicli arc usually termed low amours. 
They did not ‘ cliaso the huinblo maidens of the 
plain,’ or degrade thoir own rank, to deprive 
ratal innocence of jicaco and virtue. It followed, 
of coui'se, tliat as (*nn([ucstB in this class were no 
jiaii: of their ambition, they were in most cases 
totally overlooked and unsuspected, left uniiii- 
])rove(l, as a modern w'onld call it, where, as on 
the present occasion, t^ioy wore casually made. 
The comjiaiiioii of ^trojihcl, and flower of the 
tilt-yard of Feliciana, had no more idea that his 
gi’accs and good j)arts could attach the love of 
Mysie Hai)])er, than a firaV»te l^iity in the 
l)oxcB dreams of the fatal vi ound which her charms 
may inflict on some attorney’s romantic ajiprcn- 
tiee ill the pit. I suppose, in any ordinary case, 
the pdde of rank and distinction would hai’e 
pronounced on the humble admiror t]lo doom 
which Beau Fielding denounced against the 
whole female w orld, ‘ Let them look j^d die ; * 
but the obligations under which belay to the 
enamoured maiden, miller’s daughter as she was, 
precluded the jiossibiUty of Sir Piorcie’a treatii^ 
the matter m camliert and, much embarrassed, 
et a little flattered^ at the same time^ he rode 
ack to try what could be done for tha dams^’o 
rolief. ^ 

The innate modesty of poet Mysie conhi not 
nraVent her showing too obvious sisns of iov wb 
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Sir Pieroio Shafton’s return. She was betrayed 
by the snarkle of the rekindling eye, and a caress 
which, however timidly bestowed, she could not 
help^mving to the neck of the horse which 
hrot^ht back thg beloved rider. 

' what further can 1 do for you, kind Molinara ?* 
said Sir Fiercie Shafton, himself hesitating and 
blushing ; for, to the grace of Queen Bess s age 
be it spoken, dier courtiers wore more iron on 
their breasts tlian brass on their foreheads, and 
even amid their vanities T>reserved still the decay- 
ing sjiirit of chivalry, which inspired of yore the 
very gentle Knight of Chaucer, 

Who in hU port was modest as a maid. 

Mysie blushed deeply, with her eyes fixed on 
the ground, ,and Sir JiHercio proceeded in the 
same tone cf embarrassed kindness. ‘Are you 


afraid to return home \ 


mdness. 'Are you 
my kind Moliuara 1 


—would you that I should accompany you « * 
‘Alas !* said Mysie, looking up, and her cheek 
changmg from scarlet to pale, ' I have no home 
left.’ 

‘ How I no homo 1 * said Shafton ; ‘ says my 
generous Molinara sho hath no home, when 
yonder stands the house of her father, and but 
a crystal stream between ? ’ 

‘Alas!’ answered the miller’s maiden, ‘I have 
no longer either home or father He is a devoted 
seiTant to the Abbey — I have offended the abbot, 
and it I return home my father will kill mo.* 

‘ He dare^not injure thee, by Heaven I ’ said 
Sir khercio ; • I swear to thee, by my honour and 
knighthood, that the lorces of my cousin of 
Northumberland shall lay the Monastery so Ihit 
that a horse shall not btumblc as lie rides over 
it, if thew should dare to injure a hair of yoitr 
head ! Thercfoi’e be hopeful and content, kind 
Mysinda, and know you have obliged one who 
can and will avenge the slightcbt >Moug offered 
to you.* 

He >^rang from his horse as he spoke, and, in 
the animation of his armimcnt, grasped the will- 
ing hand of Mysie (or Mysinda, os he had now 
christened her). He gazed too upon full black 
eyes, fixed upon his own with an expression 
which, however subdued by maidenly shamo^ 
it was im^Kissible to mistake, on clieeks whoic 
something like hojie began to restore tlie natural 
colour, and on two lips which, like double rose- 
buds, were kept a little ajmrt by expectation, 
and showed within a ling of teeth as white as 
pearl. All this was dangeious to look upon, and 
Sir Piercio Sliafton, after repeating with less and 
less force his reqiftait that the fair Mysinda would 
allow him to caivy her to her father’s, ended by 
asking the fair Mysinda to go along with him— 
‘At least,’ ho added, ‘mi til I shml bo able to 
conduct you to a place of safety.’ 

My^ Happer made np answer ; but, blushing 
scarlet betwixt joy and sliame, mutely expressed 
her wiUiiigness to accompany the Southron 
kntfit, by knitting her bundle closer, and pre- 
to resume her seat m crm^c, ‘And wha^ 
is your pleasure tliat I should do with this?* she 
said, holding up the chain as if she had been for 
the first time aware that it was in her hand. 

‘Keep' it, fairest Mysinda, for my sake,* said 
the knight 

^ ‘Not so, sir,' answered Mysie gravely ; ‘the 


maidens of my country take no such gifts ibomt 
their superiors, and 1 need no token to remind 
me of this morniiig.' 

Most earnestly and courteously did the knight 
urge he^ acceptance of the proposed mierdon, but 
on this point Mysie was resolute ; feeling, per- 
haps, that to accept of anything bearing the 
appearance of reward would be bo place the 
service she liad rendered him on a mercenary 
footing. In short, she would only am*e6 to con- 
ceal the chain, lest it might prove the means of 
detecting the owner, until Sir Piercie should be 
placed in perfect safety. 

They mounted and resumed their journey, of 
which Mysie, as bold and sharp-witted in some 
points as sho was simple and susceptible in 
others, now took in some degree the diroction, 
liaving only inquirod its general destination, 
and Icaracu that Sir Piercie Shafton desired to 
go to Edinburgh, where he hoped to find friends 
and piotection. Possessed of this information, 
Mysie availed hersolf of her local knowledge to 
: get as soon as jHissiblc out of the bounds ot the 
I llahdomc, and into those of a temporal baron, 
supposed to be addicted to the reformed doctrines, 
and upon ulioso limits, at least, she thought their 
pursuers would not attempt to hazard any vio- 
lence. She was not indeed very appichensive of 
a imrsuit, reckoning with some confidence that 
the inliabitants of the Tower of Gleiidearg would 
find it a matter of difficulty to surmount the 
obstacles arising from their o>vn bolts and bars, 
with which she had carefully secured them befoie 
setting forth on the retreat. . 

I They journeyed on, therefore, in tolerable 
i security, and Sir Piercio Shaiioii found leisure 
to amuse the time in high-flown speeches and 
long anecdotes of the court of reliciana, to 
which Mysie bent an ear not a whit less at- 
tentive, that she did not understand one worrl 
out of three which w'as uttered by her fellow - 
ti’avcllcr. Sho listened, however, and admired 
upon tnist, as many a iso man has been con- 
tented to ^eat the conversation of a handsome 
but silly mistress. As for Sir Piercio, he ivas in 
his element ; and, well assured of the interest 
and full y>probution of liis auditor, he went on 
spouting Euphuism of more than usual obscurity, 
and at more than usual length. Thus passed the 
morning, and noon brought them within sight ot 
a winding stream, on the side of which arose an 
ancient baronial castle, surrounded by some large 
trees. At a small distance from tlie gate of the 
mansion, extended, as in those days was usual, 
a straggling hamlet, having a church in 'the 
centre. 

‘ There are two hostelries iu this kirk-towtt,* 
said Mysie, ‘ but the worst is best for our pur- 
pose ; lor it stands apart from the other houses, 
and I ken the man wool, for he has dealt with 
my father for malt.* 

Tliis caiiBA menti(Ey to use a laser's jfiirase, 
was ill-chosen for Mysie’s purpose , for Sir neroie 
Shafton had, by dint of his own loq^dty, been 
talking himself all this vdiile into a high esteem 
for his fellow -tiaveller, and, pleased with 


gracious receptron whkh she afforded 
pbwers of conversation, had weU^h k 
tliat^eho was itet {herself ine of those \l\ 
beauties of wl|om he was recymt^| t 


to 
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fltoriHSi wbea this unlncky Rpoech at once placed 
iib» most disadvantageous oircumstanoea attend- 
ing her lineage under hn inimediate I'ecolloction. 
He ssid notlunff, ho\>^cvcr. What, indeed, could 
lUNsavl Nothing wa^ so natural as that a 
tiAlers daughter should be aoqiiainied with 
publicans who dealt with her fatlicr for malt, 
and all that was to be wondered at was the 
cononrroncB of events which had rendered such 
a female the companion and guide of Sir Piorcie 
Shaft on of Wilvei toii, kinsman of the great Karl 
of Northumberland, whom princes and sovereigns 
themselves termed cousin, because of the Piorcie 
blood.* He folt the disgi'ace of strolling through 
the country with a miller’s maiden on the empper 
behind him, and was oven ungrateful cnongii to 
feel some emotions of shame when he halted his 
horse at the door of the little inn. 

But the alert intelligence of Mysio Happer 
8i)arod him further sense of derogation, by in- 
stantly springing from his horse, and cranihiing 
the ears of mine host, who came out with his 
mouth agape to receive a giiest of the knight’s 
appeamiico, with an iniagiiiod tale, in vliich 
cxfcumstanco on ciroumatanoo wore huddled so 
fast, as to astonish Sir Picrcio Sliafton, ^vhose 
own invention was none of the most brilliant. 
She explained to the publican that this was a 
great English knight travelling from tlie Mona- 
steiy to tlie court of Scotland, after having paid 
his vows to Saint Mary, and that she had been 
directed to conduct him so far on the road ; and 
that Ball, her tialfrey, had fallen )}y the way, 
because he had ueoii over-wrought ivith carrying 
home the last melder of meal to the portioner of 
Langhopo ; and that she had turnoa in Bull to 
graze iu the Tasker’s Park near Ciipplocross, for 
he hod stood os still as Lot’s wife with vciy 
weariness ; and that the knight had courteously 
insisted she should ride beliiud him, and that 
she had brought him to her ken’d frieinl’s host^dry 
rather than to proud Peter Peddie’s, who got his 
malt at the Mellei'stane mills ; and that he must 
get the best that the house afforded, and tiiat 
he must get it ready in a moment of time, and 
that she was ready to help iu the kitchen. 

All this ran glibly olf the tongue without 
pause on the part of Mysio Happer, or doubt on 
that of the landlord. The ^lest’s horse ivas 
conducted to the stable^ and he himsolf installed 
in the cleanest corner and best seat which the 
plaee afforded. Mysie, over active and officious, 
was at once engaged in proiiaring food, in spread- 
ing the table, and in making all tho better 
arrangements which her experience conld suggest 
for tho honour and comfort of her comjmliion. 
He would fain have resisted this ; for, while it 
was impossible not to bo gratified with the eager 
and alert kindness which was so active iu his 
service, he felt an nndefinfiblo pain in seeing 
Mysinda enga^d in these menial services, ana 
discharging them, moreover, as one to whom 
they were but too jamiliar. Yet this jarring 
w*l«*g W mixed with, and perhaps balonoed 
by, the extreme gi*aco with Vrhioh the neat- 
handed maiden executed those tasks, however 



moan in themselves, and gave to the wretched 
corner of a miserable inn of the |>etiod the air 
of a bower, in which an emimourM fairy, or at 
least a shepherdess of Arcadia, was displaying, 
with unavailing solicitude, heia designs on tlm 
heart of some knight, destined by fortune to 
higlicr thoughts, and a more splendid union. 

Tlio lightness and grace with which Mysie 
covered tlic little table with a sne^v-white cloth, 
and an’anged upon it the hastily-roasted oai)On, 
with its ai companying stoup of Bourdeaux, were 
but ple])cian giaces in tliemsolves ; hut yet there 
were very llattering ideas excited by each glance. 
She was so vciy well made, agile at once and 
gracefiil, with licr hand and arm as white aSi 
snow, and licr face in which a smile contended 
with 0 blush, and her cyeg which lacked ever at 
Shaftou when he looked elsewhere, and wonr 
dropped at once when they encountered his, that 
she was irresistible 1 In fine, the affectionate 
delii‘acy of licr whole demeanour, joined to the- 
promptitude and boldness she had m lately 
evineod, tended to ennoble the sci vices she ha^ 
rcndcied, as if some 

sweet en^^atring Grare 

Put on some clothes to come abioad, 

And took a waiter's place. 

But, on tlie other hand, came the damning 
refleclion, that these duties were not taught her 
by Love, to servo the beloved only, but arose- 
fimn the oidinaiy and natural habitiy)f a miller’s, 
daughter, accustomed, doubtless, to render the- 
same service to every wealthier churl wlio*fre- 
quented her lather’s mill. This stopped tha 
mouth of vanity, and of the love which vanity 
had been hatching, as effectually as a peck of 
literal Hour nould have done. 

Amidbt this variety of emotions, Sir Pieroio 
Shaftou forgot not to ask the object of them to 
sit down and jiartake tho good cheer which she- 
liad been so anxious to provide and to pUce in 
order. He oxpect(*d that this invitation would 
have been bashfully, perhaps, but certainly most 
thankfully accepted ; nut he was jiartly flattered, 
and partly piqued, by tho mixture of deference 
and rcsolutioji with which Mysie declined hisi 
invitation. Immediately after, she vanished 
from tho ajiartmeut, leaving the Eu])huist to» 
consider whether ho was most gratified or dis- 
pleased by her disappeainpce. 

In fact, this was a point on which he would! 
have found it difficult %o make up his mind, hadl 
there been any necessity for it. As there waa. 
none, he drank a few cups of claret, and sang 
(to himself) a strophe or two br the canzonettea 
of the divine Astrojihol. But iu spite both of 
wine and of Sir Philip Sidney, the eoimection iu 
which ho now stood, and that whicli he was iu 
fttturo to hold, with tho lovely Molinm or 
Mysinda, as ho had been pleased to denominate- 
Mysie Haj)per, recurred to his mind. Tho 
fashion of the times (as we have alreadjf^flbti^V 
fortfunately coincided with his own natuTst 
generosity of disposition, which indeed amounted 
almost to exti'ava^nee, in prohibiting, aa a 
deadly ain. alike against gallantry, ohivaliy, 
and morality, his rewarding the offices he 
‘had received from this poor maiden, by abusing 
any of the advantages whioh h(it oonnd^oe iu 
, hfe honour had affixrded. To do Sir Pfetefe 
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tie6| it was an idea which never entered into 
he^ } and he wou)(^ probably have dealt the 
‘most Boientific imh^ocata, aiqceata, or pmUo re- 
verw, which tho school of Vincent Saviola had 
taught him, tO|iax)y man who had dared to suggest 
to him such selnsh and ungrateful meanness. 
On the other hand, he was a man, and foresaw 
various circumstances which might render their 
journey toother in ihis intimate fabhioii a 
scandal and a snare, IkJoreover, he was a cox- 
comb and a oouttier, and felt tliere was some- 
thing ridiculous in travelling the land with a 
miller’s daughter behind his smldle, giving rise 
to suspicious not very creditable to either, and 
to ludicrous coustmetions, so far as ho himself 
was eonoerned. 

*1 would,’ 6lie said Jidlf aloud, ^that if such 
might bo done without Jjaim or discredit to the 
too-ambitious, yet too-well-distiiiguishiiig Molm- 
ain, she and 1 were fairly severed, and bound 
on our dilferent courses ; even as wo see the 
goodly vessel bound for tho distant seas hoist 
sails and hear away into the deep, while tho 
humble fly-boat carries to shore those fiiends, 
who, with wounded hearts and A\atery eyes, 
have committed to their liigher destinies tlie 
more darin|f adventurers by whom tho lair frigate 
is manned.' 

Ho had scarce uttered the wish when it was 
gratified ; for tho host entered to say that his 
worshipful knighthood’s horse was leady to be 
brought forAi as he had desired ; and on his 
inquiiy for ‘the — the damsel — that is — the 
young woman - 

‘Wysie IlapjKjr,* said the landlord, ‘has re- 
turned to her father’s ; but she bade me wiy, you 
could not miss the road for Ediiibingh, in iesx»ect 
it was neither far an ay nor foul gate ’ 

It is seldom we are exactly blessed with the 
precise fulfilment of our wishes at the moment 
when wo utter them ; perhaj»s, because Ileliven 
wisely* withholds what, if granted, would be 
often received with ingratitude. So at least it 
chanced in tho present instance ; for when mine 
host said that Mysie was returned homeward, 
the knight was tempted to re]»ly, with an ejacu- 
lation of surprise and vexation, and a hasty 
demand, whither and when she liad dcpaited^ 
The first emotions his prudence suppressed, the 
second found utterance, 

* Where is she gane*? * said tlie host, gazing 
on him, and repeating liis question — ‘ISho is 
gane home to her father’s, it is like— -and she 
gaed just when she gave orders about your 
worship’s horse, saw it well fed (slie might 
have trusted me, but millers and millers’ kin 
think a’body as thiof-like as themselves), an’ 
she’s three miles on the gate by this time.’ 

*Is she gone, then?’ muttered Sir Piercie, 
making two or three hasty strides through the 
narrow apartment — ‘ Is she tjone ?— Well, then, 
let her M She could have had but disgrace by 
abidlngby me, and I little credit by her society. 
That I should have thought there was such 
difficulty in shaking her off ! I wamiit she is 
by this time laughing with some clown she Jias 
encountered ; and my rich chain will prove a 
good dowry.— J^nd ought it not to prove so f 
and has she not deserved it, were it ton times 
more valuable I— Piercie Sliafton 1 Piercie Shol* 


ton ! dost thou ^dge thy deliverer tho guerdon 
she hath so deany won ? The seifisli air of this' 
northern hind liaih infected thee, Picroio Shaf^ 

even as it is said to shrivel the llo^re of tfe 
mulben’y.— "Yet I thought/ he added, after a 
moment’s pause, *that she would not so easily 
and voluularily have parted from me. But it 
skills not thinking of it—Cast my reckoning, 
mine host, and lot your groom lead forth my nag. ’ 
Tho gooil host seemed also to have some 
mental point to discuss, lor ho answered not in* 
stantly, debating jHirhaps whether his conscience 
would bear a double chaigo for tho same guests. 
Apparently his conscience replied in the negative, 
though not without hesitation, for he at length 
replied — ‘ It’s daliing to lee ; it winna deny that 
the lawdng is clean paid. Ne’erthelcss, il your 
w'orshqdul knighthood pleases to give aught for 

iuerea»e of tioublo* 

‘ How ! ’ said the kniglit ; ‘ the reckoning 
paid ? and by whom^ I pray you ? ’ 

‘ E’en by Mysie llapper, if truth maun be 
spoken, as I said beloie,’ answered tho honest 
landlord, with as many compunctious visitings 
for telling the verity as another might have felt 
for making a lie in the ciroumstances — ‘ And out 
of the moneys supplied lor your lionour’s journey 
by the abbot, as she taulu to me. And laith 
Avere I to surchaigc any gentleman that darkens 
my doors.’ He added in the coulideneo 6f 
honesty which his hank avowal entitled liim to 
entertain, ‘Nevertheless, as I said before, if it 
pleases your knighthood of free goodwill to 
consider extraordinary trouble ’— 

The knight cut short his argument, by throw- 
ing the landlord a rose-noble, which probably 
doubled the value of a Scottish reckoning, though 
it Avoulcl have defrayed but a half one at l£o 
Three Cranes or tlie Vintry. Tlie bounty so 
much delighted mine host, that he ran to fill 
the 8tirru)>*cuj) (for which no charge W’as ever 
made) from a butt yet charier than tliat which 
ho hod nierced for the loi nier stoup. The knight 
paced slowdy to horse, ]>artook of his courtesy,, 
and thanked him with the stifi condescension of ’ 
the court of Elizabeth ; then mounted and 
followed the northern patli, W'hich was pointed 
out as the nearest to Edinburgh, and which, 
though very unlike a modern highway, bore yet 
so distinct a resemblance to a ]iublic and fre- 
quented rood as not to bo easily mistaken. 

‘ 1 shall not need her guidance, it seems,* said 
he to himself, as he rode slowly onward ; ‘and 
I suppose that was one reason of her abrupt de« 
partiu'e, so different from what one might have 
expected. — "Well, I am well rid of her. Do we 
not xway to bo liberated from temptation ? Yet 
that she should have erred so much in estiva* 
ticui of her own situation and mine, as to think 
of defraying the reckoning ! I would I saw her 
once more, but to explain to her the solecism or 
which her inexperience hath rendered her guilty^ 
And I fear,' he added, as he emerged from som 
straggling trees, and looked out upon a wUd 
moorish country, oomposed of a suooeeeiosi ojk 
swelling lumpish hills, ‘ I fear I shall soon w«^% . 
tlie aid of this Ariadne, who m^ht aflbtd 
olue through the jreoesses of yonder meu|LtidkM|ff 
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Am th0 kni^t thus oommuned with himself, 
his atte«itih>ti wss caught by the sound of a horse’s 
footsteps ; and a lad, mounted on a little grey 
Scottish nag, about fourteen hands high, coming 
along a path which led from behind the trees, 
joined him on the high-road, if it could be termed 
•noh. 

The dress of the lad was completely in village 
fashion, yet neat and handsome in appearance. 
He had a jerkin of grey cloth slashed and 
trimmed, with black hose of the same, with 
deer-skin rullions, or sandals, and handsome 
silver spurs. A cloak of a dark mulberry colour 
was closely drawn round the upper part of his 
person, and the cape in part muflled his face, 
which was also obscured by his bonnet of black 
velvet cloth, and its little plume of feathers. 

Sir Piercie Shafton, fond of society, desirous 
also to have a guide, and, moreover, prepossessed 
in favour of so handsome a youth, failed not to 
ask him whence he came, and whither ho was 
going? The youth looked another way, as be 
answered that ho was going to Edinburgh, ‘ to 
seek service in some nobleman’s family.* 

* I fear me yon have run away from your last 
master,’ said Sir Piorcio, * since you dare not look 
mo in the face while you answer my question.' 

* Indeed, sir, I have not,' answered the lad 
bashfully, while, as if with reluctance, he turned 
round his face, and instantly withdrew it. It 
was a glance, but the discovery was complete. 
There was no mistaking the dark full eye, 
the cheek in which much embarrassment could 
not altogether disguise an expression of comic 
humour, and the w’hole figure at once betrayed, 
under her motamoiphosis, the Maid of the Mill. 
The recognition was joyful, and Sir Picrcio 
Shafton was too much pleased to have regained 
his companion to remember the very good reasons 
which had consoled him for losing her. 

To liis gnestions respecting her dress, she 
answered that she had obtained it in the kirk- 
town from a friend ; it was the holiday suit of a 
son of hers, who had taken the field with his 
liege lord, the baron of the land. She had bor- 
rowed the suit under pretence she meant to ]day 
in some mumming or rural masquerade. She 
had left, she said, her own apparel in oxchan^, 
which was better worth ten crowns than this 
was worth four. 

*And the nag, my ingenious Moliuara,* said 
Sir Piercie, ‘whence comes the nag?* 

* I borrowed him front our host at the Gled’s 
Nest,* she replied ; and added, half stifling a 
laugh, * ho has sent to get, instead of it, our Ball, 
which I left in the Tasker’s Park at Cripplecross. 
He will bo lucky if he find it there,* 

* But then the poor man will lose his horse, 
most a^ute Mysinda,* said Sir Piercie Shafton, 
whose English notions of pt*operty wore a little 
startled at a mode of acquisition more congenial 
to the ideas of a miller’s daughter (and he a 
Border miller to boot) than With those of an 
English person of quality. 

‘ And if he does lose his horse,’ said Mysie, 
latighing, * surely he is not the first man on the 
probes who has liad such a inischanoe. But 
is ^ l^*®*** ^ warrant he will stop 

moneys which he has owed my 
fathe# thij many a day.* ^ 


‘But then your fiither will be the loeer,* 
objected yet min the pertinacious uprightaria 
of Sir Piercie Snaftom 

* What signifies it now to talk of my father ! ’ 
said the damsel pettishly ; theniinstantly chang- 
ing to a tone of deep feeling, sh^ addra, * My 
father has this day lost that whidh will make 
him hold light the loss of all the gear he has 
lelt.* • 

Struck with the aocants of remorseful sorrow 
in whicli his companion uttered these few words, 
the English knight felt himself bound both in 
honour and conscience to expostulate with her 
as strongly as ho could, on the risk of the step 
wlncli she liad now taken, and on the propriety 
of her returning to her father's house. •The 
matter of Lis discourse, •though adorned with 
many unnecessary fiouaishos, was honourable 
both TO his head and heart. 

The Maid of the Mill listened to his flowing 
peiiods witli her head sunk on her bosom as she 
i-ode, like one in deep thought or deeper sorrow. 
When lie had finished, she raised up her ooimten- 
ance, looked full on the knight, and replied with 
great firmness — ‘ If you are weary of my com- 
pany, Sir Picrcio Shafton, you have but to say 
so, and the miller’s daughter will bo no further 
cumber to you. And do not think I will be a 
burden to you, if we travel together to Edin- 
I burgh ; I have wit enough and pride enough to 
bo a willing burden to no man. But if you reject 
not my company at present, and fera* not it will 
be burdensome to yon hereafter, speak no iaoro 
to me of returning back. All that you can say 
to mo 1 liave said to myself ; and that I am now 
here is a sign that I have said it to no purpose. 
Let this suliject, therefore, bo for ever ended 
}}ctwixt us# I have almady, in some small 
fashion, been useful to yon, and the time may 
come I may bo more so ; for this is not your 
land of England, wliore men say justice u done 
with little fear or favour to great and to small ; 
hut it is a land where men do by the strong 
hand, and defend by the ready wit, and 1 know 
better tliaii you the perils you are exposed to.* 

Sir Piercie Shafton was somewhat mortified to 
find that the damsel conceived her presence useful 
to him as a protectress as well as guide, and said 
something of seeking protection from nought 
save his own arm and good sword. Mysie 
answered very quietly that she nothing doubted 
his bravery ; but it was that very quality of 
bravery wliich w'as most likely to involve him in 
danger. Sir Piercie Shafton, whose head never 
kejd very long in any oontinifta train of think* 
ing, acquiesced without much reply, resolving in 
his own mind that the maiden only used this 
apology to disguise her real motive, of afifectiou 
to his person. The romance of the si^ation 
ilattered his vanity and elevated his imagination, 
as placing him in tlie situation of one of those 
romantic heroes of whom he had Md the 
histories, where similar transformations maae a 
distinguished figure. 

He took many a sidelong glance at lus pM, 
whose habits of country sport and country exermse 
had rendered her quite adequate to sustain the 
character she had assumed. Shfi managed the 
little nag with dexterity* and even with grace ; 
nor did an^rihing appear that could have be* 
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tnfpd her except when « bashful oou- 

sdouanesB of her companion's eye being fixed 
on her, gave her an ap])earano6 of temporary 
embarrassment, which greatly added to her 
beauty. ^ 

The couple rode forward as in the morning, 
pleased with themselves and with each other, 
until they arrived at the village whei-e they were 
to repose for the night, and where all the in- 
habitants of the mtlo inn, both male and 
female, joined in extolling the good grace and 
handsome oountonance of the English knight, 
and the uneommon beauty of his youthful 
attendant. 

It was here that Mysie Happer first made Sir 
Piercia Shafton Sensible of the reserved manner 
in which she proposed^to live with him. She 
announced him as her in^ter, and, waiting ui)ou 
liim with the reverent uerueanoiir of an actual 
domestic, permitted not tho least approach to 
familiarity, not even such as tho knight might 
with the utmost innocence have ventured upon. 
For exam]>lc, Sir Piorcie, who, as wo know, was 
a great connoisseur in dress, was detailing to her 
the advantageous change nhich he proj^ed to 
make in her attire as soon as they should reach 
Edinburgh, by arraying her in his own colours 
of pink and carnation. Mysie Happer listened 
witn groat complaconoy to the unction with 
which he dilated upon welts, laces, slashes, and 
trimming, until, carried away by the enthusiasm 
with which* Ilb was asserting the sii]Kiiiority of 
the fulHng band over the Spanish ruff, he ap- 
proached his hand, in the way of illustration, 
towards the collar of his page's doublet. She 
instantly stepped back, and m’avcly reminded 
him that she was alone and under his piotection. 

‘ You cannot but remember the c^use which 
has brought me hero,’ she continued ; * make tho 
least approach to any familiarity whhih ypn 
would not offer to a princess sun’ouiidcd by her 
court, ahd you have soon the last of the miller’s 
<langhter — She will vanish as tlie chaff disap^joars 
from the shieling-hill* when the west wind 
blow^.’ 

* I do protest, fair Molinara,* said Sir Piorcie 
Shafton— d)ut the fair Molinara had disappeared 
before his protest could bo uttered. *A most 
singular wench,’ said ho to himself; 'and, by 
this hand, as disci eet as she is fair-featured. — 
Oei*tes, shame it were t(f offer her scathe or dis- 
honour ! She makes simibs too, though some- 
what savouring of her condition. Had she but 
Enphues, and forgotten that accursed mill 
and 8hioIing-hill,*itiis my thought tliat her con- 
verse would be broidered with as many and as 
choice pearls of compliment, as that of the most 
rhetorical lady in tho court of Feliciana. 1 trust 
she means to return to bear me company.’ 

But %hat was no part of Mysie’s piiidential 
scheme. It was then drawing to dusk, and he 
saw hcr«#t again until tho next moiiiing, uhen 
the llorses were broug^ht to the door that they 
might prosecute their journey. 

But our story here necessarily leaves the 
English knight and his page, to return to the 
Tower of Glendearg. 

* The place where com wa* winnowed, While that opera- 
tion was performed by the hand, was called in Scotland 
ills Shieting-hUl. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

You call it an ill angel— it may be so; 

But sure 1 am, among the ranlca which fell, 

*Tis the first fiend e'er counsell’d man to rise. 

And win the bliss the sprite himself had forfeited. 

Old Plav, 

We must I'esume our narrative at the period 
w'heii Mary Avenel was conveyed to the apart- 
ment which had been formerly occupied by the 
t^o Glcnd innings, and when her faithful attend- 
ant, Tibbie, had exhausted herself in useless 
attempts to compose and to comfort her. Father 
Eustace also dealt forth with well-meant kind- 
ness those apothegms and dogmata of consolation, 
which friendship almost always offers to grief, 
though they are unifonnly offered in vain. She 
was at length left to indulge in tho desolation of 
her own sorrowful feelings. She felt as those 
who, loving for the first time, have lost what 
they loved, befoi'e time and repeated calamity 
have taught them that every loss is to a certain 
extent repaiable or endurable. 

Such giicf may bo conceived bettor than it can 
1)0 described, as is well knon n to those who have 
exi)erienccd it. But Mary Aveiiel had been 
taught, by tho peculiarity of her situation, to 
regard herself as tho Child of Destiny ; and the 
melancholy and refiecting turn of her disposition 
gave to her sorroi^s a dej>th and breadth peculiar 
to her character. Ti)e grave — and it was a 
bloody grave— had closed, as she believed, over 
the youth to whom she was secretly, hut most 
warmly attached ; tho force and ardour of Hal- 
bert’s character bearing a singular correspondence 
to the energy of which her own was castable. 
Her sorrow did not exhaust itself in sighs and 
tears, but, when the first shook had passed avay, 
concentrated itself with deep and steady medita- 
tion to collect and calculate, like a bankrupt 
debtor, the full amount of her loss. It seemed 
as if all that connected her with earth had 
vanished wdtli this broken tie. She had never 
dared to anticipate the piobability of an ultimate 
iiiiioii wdtli Ilalbeit, yet now his sujiposed fall 
seemed that of the only tree which was to shelter 
her from the storm. She respected the more 
gentle character, and more peaceful attainments, 
of the younger Glcndiimiug ; but it had not 
escaped her (what never, indeed, escaped woman 
in such circumstances) that he was dispose to 
place himself in competition with what she, tho 
daughter of a proud and w’arlike race, dceitied 
tho more manly qualities of his elder brother ; 
and there is no time when a woman does so little 
justice to the character of a surviving lover, os 
when comparing him with the preferred rival of 
whom she has been recently deprived. 

Tho motherly, but coarse kindness of Dame 
Glendinning, and the doating fondness of her 
old domestic, seemed now the only kind feeling 
ef wliich she formed the object ; and she ooulH 
not but reflect how little those wei*e to be com- 
liai'od with the devoted attaohmout of a high- 
souled youth, whom the least glance of hot eye ^ 
could cotnmiuid, as the high-mettled steed is 
governed by the bridle of tlje rider. It wan^ 
when plnnifed among these desolating refleotiomit,, 
that Mary Avcncl ihlt the void of mindb .AzUm' 
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torn the narrow and higotod ignorance in which 
Eolne then educated the ohildi'en ot her Church. 
Their whole wligiou was a ritual, and their 
prayoTB were the formal iteration of unknown 
woTfls, irhioh, in the hour of affliction, could 
yield but little consolation to those who from 
habit resorted to them. Unused to the practice 
of mental devotion, and of peisonal a2iproaoh to 
the Uiviuo presence by prayer, she could not 
help exclaiming in her distress, ‘ There is no aid 
for me on oartii, and I know not how to ask it 
from Heaven ! ’ 

As she spoke thus in an agony of sorrow, she 
cast her eyes into the apartment, and saw the 
mysterious Sjiirit, which waited upon the for- 
tunes of her house, standing in the moonlight in 
the midst of the room. The same form, as the 
reader knows, had moie than onec offered itself 
to her sight , and either her native boldnes^i of 
mind, or Some peouliarity attached to her from 
her birth, made lior now look upon it without 
shrinking. But the White Lady of Avenol was 
now more distinctly visible, and more closely 
present, than she had ever before seemed to l>e, 
and Mary was appalled by her presence. She 
would, however, have sjiokon ; but there ran a 
tradition, that though others who had seen the 
White Lady had asked questious and received 
answers, yet tliose of the house of Avenol who 
had ventured to speak to her, had never long 
survived the colloquy. The figure, besides, as, 
sitting up in her bed, Mary Avenol gazed on it 
intently, seemed by its gestures to caution her 
to keep silenoe, and at the same time to bespeak 
attention. 

The WJiite Lady then soemod to press one of 
the planks of the floor with her foot, while, in 
her usual low, melancholy, and musical chant, 
she repeated the following versos : — 

'Maiden, whose sorrows wail the Livinn^ Dead, 

Whose eyes shall commune with the Dead Alive, 
Maiden, attend ! Beneath my foot lies hid 
The Word, the Law, the Path, which thou do^t 
strive 

To iiiid, and canst not find. — Could spirits shed 
Team for their lot, it were my lot to weep, 

Showing the road which I shall never tread, 

Though my foot points it,— Sleep, eternal sleep. 
Dark, long, and cold forgetfulness my lot !— 

But do not thou at human ills repine, 

Secure there lies full guerdon in this spot, 

For all the woes that wait frail Adam t> line — 

Stoop, then, and make it yours— I may not make it 
mine f ' 

The phantom stooped towards the floor as she 
coueluded, as if with the intention of laying 
her hand on the board on which she stood. But 
ere she had completed that gesture, her form 
became indistinct, was presently only like the 
shade of a fleecy cloud, which*^ passed betwixt 
earth and the moon, and was soon altogether 
invisible. 

A strong impression of fear, the first which she 
had expeiionced in her life to any agitating 
extent, seized upon the mind of Mary Avenel, 
and for a minute she felt a disposition to faint. 
She repelled it, however, mustered her courage, 
and Blessed herself to saints and angels, as 
her Gtoch recommended. Broken slumbers 
at length stole op her exhausted mind and 
'i^til the dawn about 
when ahe wag awakened by the pf 


* Treason ! treason ! follow, follow ! ’ which arose 
in the tower, when it was found that Piereie 
Shaftou had made his eseajriC, 

Apprehensive of some new misfortune^ Maty 
Avenel hastily arranged the ^Iress whioh she 
had not laid aside, and, ventming to quit her 
chamber, learned from Tibb, i^ho, with her grey 
hairs dishevelled like those of a sybil, was flying 
from room to reom, that the Idoody Southron 
villain had made his escaiie, and that Halbert 
Gleudiniiliig, })oor bairn, would sleci) uiirovenged 
and unipuet in his bloody grave. In the lower 
apartments the young men were roaring like 
tuundei, and venting in oaths and exclamations 
against the fugitives the rage which they ex- 
l>orienced in findiug themselves locked uj) within 
the tower, and dobaiTec^ from tlioir vindictive 
pursuit by the n ily jireciwiiions of Mysie Happer. 
The authoritative voice of the sub-prior com- 
manding silence was next beard ; upon which * 
Mary Avenel, whose tone of feeling did not lead 
her to enter into counsel or society witli the rest 
of the party, again retired to her solitary chamber. 

The rest ot the family held counsel in the 
spenoe, Kdward almost beside himself with rage, 
and the sub-prior in no small degico offended at 
the effrontery of Mysie Ha]qier in attempting 
such a scheme, as ucll as at the mingled bold- 
ness and dextenty with ubich it had been 
executed. But neither siu'pnse nor anger availed 
aught. The windows, well sccur^ with iron 
bars for keeping assailants out, proved now aa 
effectual for detaining the inhabitants wMiin. 
The battlements were open, indeed ; but without 
ladder or ropes to act as a substitute for wings, 
there was no i>ossibility of descending from them. 
They easily succeeded in alanning the inhabit- 
ants ot th§ cottages beyond the precincts of 
the court ; but the men had been called in to 
strengthen the guai*d for the night, and only 
women and children remained, who could con- 
tribute nothing in the emergency, exrepk tlieir 
useless exclamations of suriiriso, and there wero 
no neighbours lor miles around. Dame Elspetli. 
however, though drowned in tears, was not so 
immindlul of external afhiirH, but that she could 
And voice enough to tell the women and children 
without, to * leave their skirling, and look after 
the cows that she eoiildna get minded, what wi* 
the awfu' distraction of her mind, wdiat wi' that 
fause slut having locked them up in their ain 
tower as fast as if they had been in the Jeddart 
Tolbooth/ 

Meanwhile, the men, finding other modes of 
exit impossible, nnaniipously^neluded to force 
the doors wdth such tools as the house afforded 
for the purpose. These were not very proper for 
the ocoasioii, and the strength of the doors wa» 
great. The interior one, formed of oak, occupied 
them for three mortal hours, and there wiS little 
prospect of the iron door being forced iu double 
the time. 

While they were en^ged in this ungrareM 
toil, Mary Avenel had with much less labour 
acquired exact knowledge of what the Spirit had 
intimated in her mystic rhyme. On examining' 
the spot which the phantom had indicated by 
her gestures, it w^os not diffleqjt to discover that 
A bem had been loosened^ which might bt 
raised At pleasure. On removing this pnot bf 
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iiUuk, Maiy Avenel was aatonislied to find the 
Black Book, .well I'cmeinherod by her as her 
mother's favourite study, of which she immedi- 
ately took po^asion, with as much Jojr as her 
ixresent situation j^endered her capable or feeliug. 

Ignorant in a ^eat measure of its contents, 
Mary Avouel had been taught from her infancy 
to hold this volume in sacred veneration. It 
is probable that the deceased lady of V/alter 
Avenel only postponed initiating her danphtcr 
into the mysteries of the divine Word, until she 
should be better able to comprehend both the 
lessons which it taught, and the risk at which, 
in those times, they were studied. Death inter- 
]^od, and reniovod her before the times became 
favouvahle to the reformers, and before her 
daughter \vas iar ai^ynuced iii age as to bo lit 
to t’oeeivo religious insr^uctioii of this deep im- 
))OTt. But the ailectionate mother had made 
preparations ior the earthly work which she had 
moat at heart. There wore slips of paper in- 
serted in the volume, in wdiich, by aii ai>|Mial to, 
and a comparison ol, various passages in Holy 
Writ, the errors and human inventions with 
which the Church of liomo had defaced the 
siinjde edifice of Ohi'istianity, as erected by its 
divine Architect, were iwintod out. These con- 
troversial topics w’ero treated with a spiiit of 
calmness and Christian chaiity, which might 
have boon an example to the theologians of tlic 
period ; but they were clearly, fairly, and plainly 
argued, and %iipported by the necessary proofs 
and ipforences. Other jiapers there wore which 
had no reference whatever to polemics, but w’ere 
the simple eflusions of a devout mind commun- 
ing with itself. Among tliese w’as one freciuontly 
used, as it seemed from the state of the manu- 
script, on which the mother of Mar^ had tran- 
scribed and placed together those aficeting texts 
to which the heart lias recourse in affiiction, and 
which assure us at once of the sympathy 'aud 
pi’otectton afforded to the children of the proiniso. 
In Mary Avcnel’s state of mind, tliesc attracted 
her above all the other lessons, which, coming 
fram a hand so dear, had reached her at a time 
so critical, aud in a manner so touching. She 
read the affecting promi.se, ‘I w’ill never leave 
thee nor forsake thee,’ and the consoling oxhoit- 
ation, ‘Call u^ion mo in the day of trouble, and 
I will deliver thee.’ She read them, and her 
4 heart acquiesced in the Conclusion, Surely this is 
the word of God 1 ^ 

There are those to whom a sense of religion 
has come in storm and tempest ; there are those 
whom it has sulAmoned amid scenes of revelry 
and idle vanity ; there are those, too, who have 
heard its ‘still small voice' amid rural leisure 
and placid contentment. But jierhaps the know- 
ledge which causeth not to err, is most frequently 
impresl^d upon the mind during seasons of 
aMction; and tears arc the softened showers 
which (tt^so the seed of heaven to spring and 
takfl^root in the human breast. At least it was 
thus with Mary Avenel. She was insensible to 
the discordant noise which rang below, the clang 
of bars, and the jarring symphony of the levers 
which they used to force them, the measured 
shouts of the labouring inmates as they com* 
binod their strength for each heave, and gare 
tittiu with their voices to the exertion of their 




arnw, and their deeply-muttered vows of revenge 
on tlm lugitivos who hail bequeathed them at 
their <lG])atture a task so toilsome aud difficult. 
Not all this din, comhinecl in hideous concert, 
ami expressive of aught but i»eaco, love, and’ 
forgiveness, 'could divert Mary Avenel fioin the 
now course of stu^'^ on which she had so singu- 
larly entered. ‘The serenity of heaven,’ she 
said, * IS above me ; the sounds which arc around 
are but those of earth and earthly i>as8ion.' 

Meanwhile the noon Avaa passeH, and little im- 
pression was made on the iron grate, when they" 
who labonrod at it icccived a sudden reinforce- 
nient by the unexpected am’val ol Christie of the 
Olintliill. He came at the head of a small party, 
consisting of four horsemen, who bore in their 
caps the sprig of holly, which was the badge of 
Avenel. 

‘ What ho, my masters ! ' he said, ‘ I bring- 
you a ])risoner.’ 

‘ Yon had better have brought us liberty,' said 
Dan of the Ilowlet-liirst. 

Clnistio looked at the state of affairs with 
gi*«'at snijrise. ‘ An 1 were to be hanged foi it,*" 
he said, ‘ ns I may for as little a matter, I could 
not ioilx'ii laughing at seeing men peejung 
through lliPir own bais like so many rats in a 
rat-trap, and ho with tlie beard behind, like the 
oldest rat lu the cellar.' 

‘Hush, thou unmaimercd knave,' said Edward, 
‘it is the sub-prior; and this is neither time, 
place, nor company for your nifliau jests.' 

* What ho ! is my young master inala]>ert ? ^ 
said Christie ; ‘ why, man, w’cro he niy own 
carnal father, instead of being father to lialf tho- 
w’orld, 1 would liavo my laugh out. And now 
it IS over, I must assist you, J reckon, lor you 
are setting very greenly about this gear — put the' 
pinch nearer the staple, man, and liaxid mo an 
iron erow^ through the grate, for that's the fowl 
to fly away with a wicket on its shoulders. I 
have 1)1 okc into as many grates as you have teeth 
in your young liea<l - ay, and hi okc out of them 
too, as Uin captain ot the Castle of Lochmabeui 
know^s lull well.’ 

Chiistie did not boast more skill than he really 
possessed ; lor, applying their combined strength, 
under the direction of that exiicrienced en^iieer, 
bolt and Hta]>le gave way before tliem, and in less^ 
than lialf-an-honr, the grate which had so long: 
rejiellcd their force, stood open before them. 

‘ Ami now%* said Edw'ard, ‘ to horse, my mates,, 
and pursue the villain Shaftoii ! ' 

‘ Halt there,* said (Christie of the Clinthill ; 

* pursue your guest, my master’s friend and my" 
own'/ — there go two words to that bargain. 
What the foul fiend would you pursue himi 
for^* 

‘Let me pass,' said Edward vehejneiitly, ‘I 
will be stayed by no man — the villain has mur'»« 
dered iiiy brother ! * . 

‘ What says he ? ' said Christie, turning to th^ 
others ; ‘ murdered ? who is murdered, and by 
whom ? ’ 

‘The Englishman, Sir Piercie Shaftpn/ sal# 
Dan of the Howlet-hirst, ‘has murdered young' 
Halbert Glondinning yesterday morning, and wn- 
have all risen to the fray.' 

‘ It is a bedlam business, I tbink,’ said CbriaMa^ 
‘ First I find you all locked up in you; own 
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Aqd I mu come to prevent you revenging a 
miirdet that was never committed.' 

* I tell you/ said Edward, *that my brother 
ms slain and buried yesterday morning by this 
lihlse Englishman.' 

^And X tell you/ answered Christie, *that I 
jaavr him alive and well last night. 1 would I 
knew his trick of getting out of the grave ; most 
men find it more hard to break though a green 
aod than a grated door.* 

Everybody now paused, and looked on Christie 
in astonishment, until the sub-prior, who had 
hitherto avoided communication with him, came 
up, and required earnestly to know whether he 
meant really to maintain that Halbert Glendin- 
ning lived. 

* Father,' he said, with more respect than ho 
usually showed to any one save his master, ‘ T 
confess I may sometimes jest with those of your 
coat, but not with you ; because, as you may 
partly recollect, I owe you a life. It is certain 
as the sun is in heaven, tliat Halbert Gleiidin- 
ning supped at the house of my master the 
Baron of Avenel last night, and that he came 
thither in company with an old man, of whom 
more anon.’ 

And where is li'e now ? ’ 

* The devil only can answer that question,* re- 
plied Christie, * for the devil has possessed the 
whole family, 1 think. Ho took fright, the 
foolish lad, at something or otlicr which our 
baron did in his moody humour, and so he 
jumped into the lake and swam ashore like a 
wild-duck. Kobin of Redcastle spoiled a good 
geldiug in chasing him this morning. ' 

* And why did ho chase the youth ? ' said the 
«ub-prior ; * what harm had he done ? * 

‘None that 1 know of,’ said Christie; ‘but 
dsncli was the baron’s order, being in his mood, 
and all the world having gone mad, as 1 have 
aaitl before.’ 

‘ Whither away so fast, Edward 1 * said the 
monk. 

‘To Corri nan Shiaii, father,’ answered the 
youth. — ‘Martin and Dan, take ]»ick-axo and 
mattock, and follow mo if yon be men ! ’ 

‘ Right,’ said the monk, ‘and fail not to give 
us instant notice what you find.’ 

‘ If you find aught there like Halbert Glen- 
dinning,’ said Christie, liallooing after Edward, 
'I will be bound to oat him unsalted. — ’Tisa 
sight to see now how that fellow takes the bent ! 
— It is in the time of action men see what lads 
are made of. Halbert was aye skipping up and 
down like a roe, and his brother used to sit in 
the chimney-nook with his book and siolike 
trash — But the lad was like a loaded hackbut, 
which will stand in tlio corner as quiet as an 
old crutch until ye draw the trigger, and then 
there is nothing but fiasli and smoke. — But liero 
comes my prisoner ; and, setting other matters 
aside, 1 must pray a wowl witli you, Sir Sub- 
Prior, respecting him. I came on before to 
treat about him, but I was inteiTupted with this 
fashorie.’ 

As he s|^kc, two more of Avenol’s troopers 
rode into the court-yard, leading betwixt them a 
h^rse, on which, with his liands bound to his 
sat the refbrthed preacher, Henry Warden. 


CHAPTER XXXL 

At school I knew him— a sharp-witted youth, 
Gra\e, thoughtfhl, and reserved among his mates^ 
Turning the hours of sport andHbod to labour, 
Starving bu body to inform his mind. 

Old Flay. 


The sub-prior, at the Bordereor’s request, had 
not failed to return to the tower, into which ho 
was followed by Christie of the Clintliill, who, 
shutting the door of the ajmrtment, drew near, 
and began his discourse with great confidence 
and familiarity. 

‘My master,’ he said, ‘sends me with his 
coniiiieiiflations to you, Sir Sub-Prior, ahtwe all 
the community of Saiqt hlary’^, and more 
<iiH3cially than even to^the abbot himself; for ’ 
tiiongh ho be termed my lord, and so forth, all 
the world knows that you are the tongue of the 
trump.’ 

‘ Ir you have aught to say to me concerning 
the community,’ said the sub-prior, ‘it were 
well you proceeded in it without further delay. 
Time presses, and the fate of young Glendiuniug 
dwells on my mind.’ 

‘ I will be caution for him, body for body,’ 
said Christie. ‘ I do protest to you, as sure as I 
am a living man, so surely is he one.’ 

‘Should I not tell liis unhappy mother the 
joyful tidings ? ’ said Father Eustace, — ‘and yet 
better wait till they return from Searching the 
grave. Well, Sir Jackman, your message to mo 
from your master ? ' 

‘My lord and master,’ said Christie, ‘hath 
good reason to believe that, from the information 
of certain back friends, wdiom he wdl] reward at 
more leisure, your reverend community hath 
been led to deem him ill attached to Holy 
Church, allied with heretics, and those who 
favour heresy, and a huiigercr after the spoils of 
your Abbey.* ^ 

* Be brief, good lionchman,’ said the sub-prior, 

* for the devil is ever most to be feared when ho 
}>roachcth.’ 

‘ Brielly, then— my master desires your friond- 
.ship ; and to excuse himself from the maligner’s 
calumnies, he sends to your abbot that Homy 
Wanlen, whose sermons have turned the world 
upside-down, to be dealt with aS Holy Church 
directs, and os the abbdt’s pleasure may deter- 
mine.’ « 


The sub-prior’s eyes sparkled at the intel- 
ligence ; for it had l»een accounted a matter of 
great importance tliat this nfaissliould be arrested, 
j^ossessod, as he was known to bo, of so mueh zeal 
and {lopularity, that scarcely the preaching of 
Knox himself liad been more awakening 'to the 
people, and more formidable to the CUpch of 
Rome. * 

In fact, that ancient system, which so well 
accommodated its doctrines to the wwits and 
wishes of a barbarous ace, had, since the aft of 
printing, and the gradual diffusion of knowledge, 
tain floating like «ome huge leviathan, into 

their harpoons. The BomanVhurch of SootUnfi^ 
in xMiTtieular, was at lier last Mp, actually 
Mowing blood and water, yet etIU with unio* 
mitted, though animal etertiona^ thaintainiaig 
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th« oonfliot with the assailants, who on every 
side were plunging their weapons into her bulky 
body. , In many large towns, the monasteries 
had been suppressed by the fiiry of the populace ; 
in otlier places;# their possessions had been 
ttsurited by the power of the reformed nobles ; 
but still the hierarchy made a part of the 
common law of the realm, and might claim both 
its property anH its pri v ileges wherever it had 
the means of assorting them. The community 
of Saint Mary’s of Keunaquliair was considered 
as lieing particularly in this situation. They 
had Obtained undiminished their territorial power 
and influence ; and the great barons in the 
neighbourhood, partly from their attachment to 
the party in tjlie State who still upheld the old 
system of reli^on, pantly hecaiiso each grudged 
the share of the prey which the others must 
necessarily claim, had as yet abstained from 
desi)oiling the Halidome. The community was 
also undoi stood to be protected Ivy the powerful 
Earls of Noi-thumbeilaud and Westmoreland, 
whose zealous attachment to the Catholic faith 
caused at a later period the great rebellion of the 
tenth of Elizabeth. 

Thus happily placed, it was supposed by the 
friends of iuo decaying cause of the Roman 
Catholic faith, that some detenuined example of 
courage and resolution, exercised where the 
imnehises of the Church were yet entire, and 
her jurisdiqtion undis] ailed, might awe the 
prom-ess of tho new opinions into activity ; and, 
promoted by the laws which still existed, and 
by tho favour of tho sovereign, might be the 
moans of securing the tciritory which Rome yet 
preserved in Scotland, and perliaps of recovering 
that which she had lost. 

The matter had been considered i more than 
once by the nortlicni Catholics of Scotland, and 
they had held commmiieation with tbo^o o4' the 
south.^ Father Eustace, devoted by his ]aihlic 
and pnvatc vows, had caught the flame, and hod 
eagerly advised that they should execute the 
doom of heresy on the first lefornied preacher, 
or, according to his sense, on tho first heretic 
of eminence, who shoubl venture within the ia*e- 
cincts of tho Halidome. A heart, naturally kind 
and noble, was, in this instance, as it has been 
in many more, deceived by its own generosity. 
Father Eustace w ould Jiavo been a bad adminis- 
trator of the inquisitorial power of Siiain, where 
that power was oninipotctt, and where judgment 
was exercised without danger to those who 
inflicted it. In^uch a situation his rigour might 
have relented in i&voiir of the criminal, whom it 
was #t his i>leasure to crush or to place at freedom. 
But in Scotland, during this crisis, the case was 
entirely different. The question was, whether 
one qF the spirituality dared, at the hazard of 
, Lis own life, to step forward to assert and exercise 
the rijcdits of the Church. Was there any who 
wqiilo^nture to wield the thunder in her cause, 
or must it remain like that m the hand of a 
painted Jiipiter, the object of derision instead of 
terrort. The crisis was cakmlated to awake the 
soul of Eustace ; for it comprised the question, 
whether he dared, at all hazards to himself, to 
execute with stoical severity a measure which, 
aoQ^ing to the general opinion, was to be 
advantageous to the Church, and, according to 


7W 


ancient law, and to his Ann belief, was not only 
justifiable but meritorious. 

While such resolutions were agitated amongst 
tho Catholics, chance placed a victim within their 
grasp. Henry Warden had, with the animation 
projicr to tho enthusiastic reformers of the age, 
transgressed, in tlio vehemence of his zeal, llie 
hounds of the disci'etiunal liberi;y allowed to his 
sect so far, that it was thought the Queen’s 
personal dignity was concerned in bringing 
him to justice. Ho fled from Edinburgh, l^itl^ 
recommendations, however, from Lora Jamea 
Stewart, aftciwaids the celebrated Earl of 
Murray, to some of the Border chieftains of 
infoiior rank, uho wore privately conjured to 
])rocure him safe passage into England. One of 
the princiital ])orsoi)s to uhoin such recommenda- 
tion was addressed, nas Julian A vend ; for as 
yet, and for a considerable time afterwards, tho 
concspondence and interest of Lord James lay 
rathei wuth the suhoidinato leaders than with 
the chiefs of great ‘power, and men of distin- 
guished influence upon the Border. JuMau 
Avenel had intiigued without scnijdc with both 
paities — yet, bad as he was, ho ccitaiiily would 
not have i>ractised aught against the guest whom 
Ijord James liad rccoininended to liis hosjjitalily, 
had it not been for what he tciincd the jn'cadier’s 
officious intermeddling in his family affairs. But 
when ho had detei mined to make Warden luo 
tho lectuie ho had read him, and the scene of 
]iiiblie scandal which he had caused in lus hall, 
Julian resolved, with the constitutional sluowd- 
ness of his djs})OMtio 2 ), to combine his vengoanco 
with his iiitercbt. And therefore, instead of 
doing violence on the person of Henry Warden 
within his own castle, no determined to deliver 
him up to the community of Saint Mary’s, and 
at once make them the instniments of his own 
revenge, and found a claim of personal recom- 
)cnse, cither in money, or in a grant of Abbey 
aiids at a low qnit-ient, which lobt began now 
to be tho established form in which tbe temporal 
nobles plundered the spirituality. 

The Sub-Prior, therefore, of Saint Mary’s, 
unexpectedly saw the steadfast, active, and in- 
flexible enemy of tho Church delivered into hi» 
hand, and felt himself called upon to make 
good his pi onuses to tho friends of the Catholic 
iaitli, hy (|iienc}nng heresy in the blood of one 
of its most zealous j)rofcs&ors. 

To the honour moie of Father Eustace’s heart 
than of his consistency, the communication that 
Henry Warden wai. placed wdthin his power, 
struck him with more soitow than triumph ; but 
his next feelings were those of exultation, ‘It 
is sad,’ he said to himself, ‘ to cause human sufler- 
ing, it is awful to cause human blood to be spilled ; 
hut the judge to whom the sword of Saint Paul, 
as well as the keys of Saint Peter, are confided, 
must not flinch from his task. Our wcapoix 
returns into our owm bosom, if not wielded with, 
a steady and unrelenting hand against the irre- 
concilable enemies of tho Holy Church, 

/ It is the doom he has incurred ; and were 
all the heretics in Scotland armed and at his TMt, 
they s)io*ald not prevent its being pronounoedt^ 
and, if possible, enforced. Bring tke 
before me,* he said, issuing his cammandi 
Slid in a tone of authority. 
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‘SLettvy Wanlan was led in, his hands still 
bound, uttt his feet at liberty. 

•Clear the apartment,* said the sub-prior, ‘of 
all but the neocbsai-y guard on tlie prisoner.* 

All retired excei)t Christie of the Clinthill, 
who, having dianiiaspd the inferior troo])!^^ whom 
he ooinmanded, uusiioathod his sword, and placed 
himself beside tlie door, as if taking upon him 
the character of sentinel. 

Tiiejiulge and the accused met faro to face, and 
in Ih Jt of both Avas enthroned the noble coiilideure 
of rectitude. The monk was about , at the utmost 
risk t<i himself and his community, to cxerrise 
what in his ignorance ho conceived to be his duty. 
The ])roaoher, actuated by a bofctor-informod, yet 
uot a mow ardent zeal, was prompt to submit to 
•oxecutiou lor God's sake, and to seal, Avoro it neccs- 
4 *ary , his mission with his I )1 ood . Tlacrd at such a 
•distance of time as better eiiablus us to ajipieciate 
the tendency of the principles on Avliich they 
.severally acted, wo cannot doubt to Avhich the 
] lalm ought to be aAvai'dod. But the zeal o I Father 
Jilustiicc Avas as free from passion and personal 
views as if it had been exerted in a bettor cause. 

They approached each other, aimed c.icli and 
prciMirod for intellectual conilict, and each in- 
tently regarding his opponent, as if cither hoped 
to spy out some doioct, some chasm in the armour 
of his antagonist. As they gazed on each other, 
old 1 ‘ccolloctions began to UAvako in either bosom, 
o.t the .sight of features long unseen and much 
Altered, but not forgotten. The broAv ot the snh- 
prior dismissed by degrees its froAvu of command, 
the lo;ok of calm yet sWn deiuiiice gradually 
vanishCnl from that of Warden, and both lost lor 
An instant that of gloomy solemnity. They h.id 
been ancient and intimate friends in youth at a 
foreign university, but had been long separated 
from each other : and the change of naint , whieli 
the proaelicr had adopted from motives ol h ifciy. 
And the monk from tiie common custom of the 
•convent, had prevented the possiliihty of their 
hitherto recognising each other in the oppo-iitc 
|)arts which they had been pl.iying nr the gi-cat 
liolemical and political drama. Bat iioav the 
Aub-prior exclaimed, ‘ Henry Wolhvood ’ * and 
the preacher replied, ‘ William Allan 1 * — and, 
stirred by the old familiar names, and never-to- 
be-forgotten recollections of college studies and 
•college intimacy, thoir hands were for a moment 
locked in each other. j 

‘EemoA'e his bonds,’ said the sub-prior, and 
Assisted Christie in performing that oflico with 
his own hands, altliougli the prisoner scarcely 
Avould consent to bo unbound, lepoatiug with 
emphasis, that lie rejoiced in the cause for wdiich 
ho suffered shame. When his hands Avero at 
liberty, however, he showed his sense of the kind- 
ness hy again exchanging a grasp and a look of 
affection with the .sub-prior. 

The salute was frank and generous on either 
wide, yet it was but the friehdly recognition and 
greeting whicli are wont to take place betwixt 
ivlverse champions, wdio do nothing in hato but 
all in honour. As each felt the pressure of the 
Situation iu whiali they stood, ho qnittetl the 
grasp of the other’s hand, and fell back, coui^nt- 
Inc other with looks more oalm and sorrow- 
fol than expnMve of any other passion. The 
was the ^lat to spi^k. i 


‘And is this, then, tlie ond of that i^less 
activity of mind, that bold and indefatigable love 
of truth, that urged investigation to its utmost 
limits, and seemed to take heaven itself by storm 
—is this the termination of Wellwood’s earner? 
— ^And having known and loved him during the 
best years of our youth, do we meet in our old age 
as judge and criminal T 

*Not os judge and criniiifal,’ said Henry 
Warden, — for to avoid confusion we descrilio 
him by his Inter and best knoAivn namo,*»‘ Not 
as judge and criminal do we meet, bi\^ as a 
inisguided o])prcssor and liis rcad> and devoted 
victim. I, too, may ask, are these the harvest 
of the rich hoiK*.s excited by the classical learning, 
acute logical powois, anct varied knowledge of 
William Allan, that lie should ^siiik to bo the 
boliuiry drone of a ccfl, graced only above the 
SAvarni Avith the high comini.s3ion of executing 
Roman malice on all who o]>pose Roman im- 
posture ? ' 

‘Not to thec,* answered the sub-piior, ‘be 
assurccl — not unto thee, nor unto mortal man, 
will I render an acc*oinit of the poAver with which 
the Church may have invested ino. It was 
gi anted hut as a dejiosit tor her welfare — for 
her Avelfarc it shall at ev(*vy risk bo exei'cisod, 
without tear and without l{i\*oiir.’ 

‘ I cxj»c'ded no loss from yoiii misguided zeal,* 
ansAvered tlio preacher ; ‘ and in mo have you 
met ouc on Ai^uom yon may fearlessly exercise 
your authority, secure that his mind at least 
Avill defy your influence, as the snows or tliat 
Mont Blanc which wo saw together, shrink not 
under the heat of the hottest summer sun.* 

‘I do believe thee,*/ said the sub-priol’, ‘I do 
believe that thine is indeed metal unmalloablo 
])y force. ''Let it yield tln*n to ]>ersiiasion. Let 
ns debate these inaltois ot faith, as Ave once were 
Aiont to eoiidiict our seholastic disputes, w'heii 
houis, nay, days, glided ]>asi in tboi mutual 
exercise ol our intellectual poAvers. It may be 
thou mayost yet hear the voice of the shepherd, 
and return to the univcisai fold.* 

‘No, Allan,* replied the prisoner, ‘this is no 
vain question, devised by dreaming scboliasts, on 
Avhicli they may whet their intellectual faculties 
until the very metal bo Avosted away. The ciTors 
AAhich I combat are like those fiends Avhich are 
only cast out by fastingtaiid prayer. Alas 1 not 
Tiiany wise, not many learned, arc chosen ; the 
cottage and the hautiot shall in our days bear 
Avitness against the schools and thfeir disciples. 
Thy very wisdom, which ^.foolishness, liath 
made thee, as the Greeks of old^ hold os foolish* 
no8R that Avliich is tlie only true wisrlom.* 

‘This,* said the sub-prior sternly, ‘is the 
more cant of ignorant onthusiasm, which ap- 
pealetli from learning and from authority, from 
the sure guidance of that lamp which Ood ha^ * 
afforded us in the Councils ana in the F|t]icrs of 
the Church, to a rash, self-willed, andrarbitraiy 
interpretation of the Scriptures, wrested acoord- 
ing to the xirivate opinion of each speculating 
heretic.* 

‘I disdain to reply to the charge/ replied 
Warden. ‘ The qnosnon at issue between your 
Chumh and mine is, whether we will be Judged 
by the HoW Scriptures, or by the devices end 
decisions of men not Idss subject to error thim 
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ouraelveSf and vrlio have defaced our holy religion 
with vain devicee, I'oared up idols of stone and 
wood, in forax of those who, when they lived, were 
hut sinful creatiu’cs, to share the worship due only 
to the Creator — established a tolldioiise betwixt 
heaven and hel!, that profitable jmrgator^ of 
which the Po][)e kee^js the keys, like as an iuKiui- 
tous judge commutes punishment for bribes, 
and ’ 

* Silence, bfosphemcr,' said the sub -prior 
stonily, *or 1 will have thy blatant oblo(xuy 
fetoppw wdtli a gag ! ’ 

‘ Ay,* replied Wanlen, ‘such is the freedom of 
the Christian cuiiicrenco to whicli Home’s priests 
ao kindly invite us ! — the gag — Ihe rack — the axe 
— is the raiio ultima liomce, Hut know thou, 
mine* ancient fiieiid, tliat the character of thy 
former comiMiiiion is not so changed by ago, but 
that he still dares to endure fur the cause of truth 
all that thy proud hierarchy shall dare to inflict.* 

‘ Of that,’ said the monk, ‘ I nothing doubt — 
Thou wert ever a lion to turn against the spear 
of the hunter, not a stag to be dismayed at the 
.sound of hia bugle.’ — lie walked through the 
room ill silence. ‘ Wcllwood,* lie said at length, 
*we can no lougi*r be friencls. Our faith, our 
hope, our anchor on futurity aio no longer the 
same.' 

‘ Deep is my soitow that thou speakest truth. 
May God so Judge me,’ said tJie reformer, ‘as I 
would buy the conversion of a soul like thine ' 
with my deutfest heart’s blood.’ 

thee, and with better reason, do I return 
the wish,* replied the sub-])rior ; ‘it is such an 
arm as thine that should defend the bulwarks of 
tlie Church, and it is now' directing the battering- 
ram against tbom, and rendering jtracticable the 
breach througli w'hich all tliat is greedy, and all 
that is base, and all that is mutable and hot- 
headed in this iiiiiovatiug ago, already hope to 
advance to destruction and to spoil. Hut since 
such isflour fate, that w'e can no longer light side 
by side as friends, let us at least act as generous 
enemies. You cannot have forgotten. 

Oh (rran bont^ de' cavalieri antiqui 1 
Eran ri\ah, eran di fe divers! I 

Although, perhaps,’ he added, stopping short in 
liis quotation, ‘your new faith forbids you to 
reservo a place in your ineinory, even for what 
high poets have recorded of loyal faith and gener- 
ous sentiment.’ • 

‘ The faith of Buchanan^’ replied the preacher, 
'^the faith of Huchaiian and of Heza, cannot be 


unfriendly to literature. Hut the poet you have 
<nioted anords stMiiiis Utter for a dissolute court I 
Iman for a convent.’ ! 

‘I might retort on your Theodore Beza,’ said 
the sub-prior, smiling; ‘but 1 hate the judgment 
that, like the flesh-fly, skims over whatever is 
49ound, to detect and settle upon some spot which 
^is tainted. Hut to the purpose. If 1 conduct 


^is tainted. Hut to the purpose. 


conduct 


thee or lynd thee a prisoner to Saint Mary’s, thou 
art te-nignt a tenant of the dungeon, to-morrow 
a burden to the gibbet-tree* If I were to lot 
thee go hence at large, I were thereby wronging 
the Holy Church, and breaking mine own solemn 
vow. Other resolutions luay be adopted in the 
•capital^ or better times may speedily ensue. 


•capital^ or better times may speedily ensue, 
mlt thou remain a true prisoner ui)on thy 
parole, rescue or no I'e^cue, as is the phrase 


amongst the warriors of this connti*yK >yilt 
thou solemnly promise that thou wilt do so, and 
that at my summons thou wilt present thyself 
before the abbot and Chapter at Saint Mary’s, 
and that tl)ou wilt not stir from this house above 
a quarter of a mile in any direction ? Wilt thou, 

1 say, engage me thy word I'or tliis ? and such is 
the sure trust w'hich I repose in thy good faith, 
tliat thou shalt remain here imhamied and 
unsecured, a })riboucr at large, subject only to 
appear before our court when called upon.’ 

toic preacher paused — ‘ I am unwilling, ' ho 
said, ‘to fetter my native liberty by any self- 
adopted ciigageniont. Hut I am already in your 
]K)wei‘, and you may bind me to my answ or. By 
bucli promise, to abide within a certain limit, 
and to appear when called upon, 1 renounce not 
any liberty which 1 nt prcbcut possess, and am 
free to cxcicise; but, on the contrary, being in 
bonds, and at your mercy, I acquire thereby a 
liberty whicli 1 nt nicscnt ]>orscsh not. 1 will 
there loio accejd ol lliy pioflcr, as what is court- 
eously oflered on thy jiait, and may be honour- 
ably accepted on mine.' 

‘Stay yet,’ said the sub-prior, ‘one important 
])art ol thy engagement is forgotten — thou art 
iurtlicr to piomisc that, while thus left at liberty, 
tliou w'ilt not 2 )rcach or teach, directly or in- 
directly, any of those pestilent heresies ]»y which 
so many souls have been in this onr day w'on 
over from the kingdom of light to tlie kingdom 
of darkness.’ 

‘There wo break off our treaty,’ snid Warden 
firmly — ‘Woo unto me if I i)rcacli not the 
gosijel ! ’ 

The sub-prior’s countenance became clouded, 
and he again paced the apartment, and muttered, 
‘A jda^ic upon the self-willed fool!’ then 
8 top 2 )ed short in his walk, and })roc(a'dc(l in his 
argument. — ‘ Why, by thine own reasoning, 
Hcniy, thy refusal here is but})eevish obstinacy. 

It is in my power to ])lace you wJierc jrour pleach- 
ing can reach no human ear ; in jn’oniisiiig, there- 
fore, to abstain from it, you giant nothing which 
you have it in yonr ])ower to refuse.’ 

‘I know not that,’ readied Henry Warden; 

‘ thou inayest indeed cast me into a dungeon, but 
can I foretell tliat my Muster hath not task-work 
for mo to ]>crform even in that dreary mansion ? 
’Ihe chains of saints have, ere now', been the 
means of breaking the bonds of 8atan. In a 
prison holy Paul found tlie jailor, whom He 
brought to believe the word of salvation, he and 
all liis house.’ 

‘Nay,’ said the sub-inior, in a tone betwixt 
anger and scorn, ‘if you match yourself with the 
blessed apostle, it were time we had done — Pre- 
pare to endure what thy folly, as w'cll as thy 
heresy, deserves. --Hind him, soldier.* 

With proud submission to his fate, and regard* 
iug the sub-prior with something which almost 
amounted to a smile of superiority, the preacher 
placed bis aims so that the bonds could be again 
fastened round him. 

‘Sparc me not,’ ho said to Christio ; for ovea , 
that ruffian hesitated to draw the cord straitly. 

The sub*prior, meanwhile, looked at him fnMIa. ' 
under his cowl, which he had dinwn oarer Wa 
head, and partly over his &ce, as if he wisb^ to 
shade his own emotions. They were thoifio^ 
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hantaouai within i>oiut-blank shot of a noble 
Who is yet too much struck with his maj^y 
of front and of antler to take aim at him. They 
were those of a fowler, who, levelling his gun at 
a magnilleent eagle, is yet I’eluctant to use his 
advantage when ne sees the noble sovereign of 
the bii£ pruning himself in ^woud defiance of 
whatever may be attempted against him. Tlte 
heart of the sub-prior (bigoted as he n as) relented, 
and he doubted if he ought to purchase, by a 
rigorous discharge of what he deemed his duty, 
the remorse he might aftorw'ards feel for the 
death of one so nobly indemndout in thought 
and character, the fiiend, besides, of his own 
liappicst years, during which they had, side by 
side, striven in the noble race of knowledge, and 
indulged their intervals of repose in the lighter 
studies of classical and ^ncrdl letters. 

The sub-prior’s hand pressed liis half-o’cr- 
shadowed cheek, and his eye, more completely 
obscured, was bent on the ground, as if to hitm 
the workings of lii** relenting nature. 

* Were but Edward safe from tlm infection,* ho 
thought to himself — ‘Edward, whoso eager and 
enthusiastic mind jircsses forw^ard in the chase of 
all that hath even the shadow' of knowledge, I 
might trust this enthusiast with the women, 
after due caution to tliom that they cannot, 
without guilt, attend to his reveries.* 

As the sub-piior i evolved these thoughts, and 
delayed the definitive oi*der which was to dotei- 
mine tlio fate of the prisoner, a sudden noise at 
the entmneo of the tower diverted hia attention 
for an instant, and, his cheek and brow inflamed 
with all the glow of heat and detonnination, 
Edward Gleiidiiming rushed into the room. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

Then in my gown of sober wey 
Alon|; the mountain path 111 wander, 

And wind my solitary way 
To the sad shrine that courts me yonder. 

There, in the calm monastic shade, 

All injuries may be forgiven; 

And there for thcc, obdurate maid, 

My orisons shall rise to heaven. 

The Ckuel Lady op the Mount.^ins. 

The first words which Edward uttered were, — 
• My brother is safe, reverend father — ^he is safe, 
thank God, and lives! — Theie is not in Com 
nan Shian a grave, nor a vestige of a giave. The 
turf around the fountain has neither been dis- 
turbed by pick-axe, spade, nor mattock, since the 
deer’s-hair first sprang there. He lives as surely 
as I live ! * 

The earnestness of the youth— the vivacity 
with which he looked and moved— the springy 
stop, outstretched hand, and ardent eye, re- 
minded Henry Warden of Halbert, so lately 
his ^ide. The brothers had indeed a strong 
family resemblance, tliough Halbert w'Os far more 
athletic and active in his person, taller and 
better knit in tbe limbs, and though Edward 
had, on Oldinary occasions, a look of more 
Mbitilal acuteness and mote profound reflection* 
jpreaoUer was interested as well as the sub- 
YNifL, 


‘ Of whom do you speak, my sou V he said, iu 
a tone as unconcerned as if his own ikte had not 
been at the same instant trembling in the balance, 
and as if a dungeon and death did not appear to 
be his instant doom — ‘Of whom, I say, speak 
you ? If of a youth somewhA older than you 
seem to be — browm-haired, o|)en-featured, taller 
and stronger than you appear, yet having much 
of the same air and of the same tone of voice— if 
such a one is the brother whom you seek, it may 
bo I can tell you news of him.* 

* Speak, then, for Heaven’s sake,* sud Edward 
— ‘ life or death lies on thy tongue ! ' 

The sub-prior joined eageily in the same re- 
quest, end, without waiting to be urged, the 
jwcaeher gave a minute account of the circum- 
stances under which he met the chljr Gleudiuning, 
w'ith so exact a description of his {lerson, that 
thcic lomained no doubt as to his identity. 
When he mentioned that Halbert Glendinning 
had conducted liim to the dell, in which they 
found the glass bloody, and a grave newly closed, 
and told how the youth accused himself of the 
slaughter of Sir Pieicie Shaftoii, the sub-prior 
looked ou Edivard with astonishment. 

‘ Didst thou not say, even now,* lie said, ‘that 
there was no vestige of a grave in that spot ? * 
‘No moie vestige of tlio eaith having been 
removed than if the turf had grown there since 
the days of Adain,*ic|>lied Edward Glendiiiniiig. 

‘ It is true,’ he addou, ‘that the adjacent grass 
was tiampled and bloody.* ^ 

‘These are delusions of the Enemy,* sa^d the 
sub-prior, crossing himself. — ‘Christian men may 
no longer doubt of it.’ 

‘But an it be so,* said Warden, ‘Cliristian 
men might better guard themselves by the sw'ord 
of jjiraycr ^thcin by the idle fonn of a cabalistic 

^ ‘The badge of our salvation,* said the sub- 

S rior, ‘cannot be so ti*rmed — the sign of the cross 
isarmeth all evil s])irits * ‘ 

‘ Ay,’ answered Heniy Warden, apt and armed 
for controversy, ‘ but it should be oorne in the 
heart, not scored with the Angers in the air. 
That very impassive air, through which your 
hand passes, shall as soon bear the imprint of 
your action, as the external action shall avail 
the fond bigot who substitutes vain motions of 
the body, idle genuflec^tions, and signs of the 
cross, for the living a^d heart-born duties of 
faith and good worka* 

*I pity thee,* said the sub-prior, as actively 
ready for polemics as himself, — ‘I pity thee, 
Henry, and reply not to Udic. Thou mayest 
as well winnow forth and measure the ocean 
with a sieve, as mete out the |)ower of holy 
words, deeds, and signs, by the eiriog gauge of 
thine own reason.* ‘ 

‘ Not by mine own reason would I metfe 
said Warden; ‘but by His holy Word, that 
unfading and unerring lamp of our com- 
pared to which human reason is but as a<gUm« 
mering and fading taper, and your bouted 
tradition only a nusleaaing wildfire. Show me 
your Soriptuie warrant for aeoribing virtue/* to 
such vain signs and motions I * 

‘ 1 ofifered tliee a &ir field of debate,* said the 
sub-prior, * which thou didst refuse. 1 wiU iiot 
at present resume the oontrovenQr** 
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' *Wm these my last aooeute,’ said the re- 
fomer, *and were they uttered at the stake, 
half*dioked with* smoke, and as the fa^ts 
kindled into a blaze ai'ound me, with that last 
utteranoe 1 would testify against the supersti- 
tious devices of Eome/ 

The subi-prior suppressed with nain the con- 
troversial answer which arose to his liiis, and, 
turning to Edward Qlend inning, he said, * there 
could be now no doubt that his mother ought 
presently to be informed that her son lived.' 

* I told you that two hours since,’ said Christie 
of the Cliiithill, *an you would have believed 
me. But it seems you are more willing to take 
the word of an old grey sonier, whose life has 
been sSpent in pattering heresy, than mine, 
though I nevqjT rode a^foray in my life without 
duly saying iny {Mitorno^ter.’ 

*Go, then,* said Father Eustace to Edward; 
* let thy sorrowing mother know that her son is 
restored to her from the grave, like the child of 
the widow of Zarephath ; at the intercession,' 
he added, looking at Henry Warden, ‘of the 
blessed saint w’hom I invoked in his behalf.’ 

‘Deceived thyself,* said Warden instantly, 
‘ thou art a deceiver of others. It was no dead 
man, no creature of clay, whom the blessed 
Tishbite invoked, when, stung by the reproach 
of the Shuuammite woman, he prayed tliat her 
son’s soul might come into him again.' 

‘ It was by his intercession, however,* repeated 
the sub-prid^ ; ‘ for w'hat says the Vulgate ^ 
Thu* it is writtem emuAivU Dorn in u& 
wcem Helie ; H rtveraa rsi anima ptieri infra 
cww, ct and thinkest thou the inter- 

cession of a glorified saint is more feeble than 
when he wallcs on eaith, shrouded in a taber- 
nacle of clay, and seeing but with the eye of 
flesh ? ’ * 

Daring this controversy Edward Olendinning 
appeared I’cstless and im^iatient, agitated by 
some strong internal feeling, but whether ot joy, 
grief, or extiectation, his coanteiiancc did not 
expressly declare. He took now the unusual 
fremom to hroak in upon the discourse of the 
8ub-})rior, who, notwithstanding his resolution 
to the contrary, was obviously kindling in the 
spiiit of controversy, which Edward diverted hy 
conjuring his reverence to allow him to speak a 
few words with him in private. 

‘ Remove the jndsonji’,' said the sub-prior to 
Christie ; ‘ look to him c^efully that ho csca^ie 
not ; but for thy life do him no injury.' 

His commands being obeyed, Euward and the 
monk were loft ftlone, when the sub-prior thus 
addressed him : — 

‘What hath come over thee, Edward, that 
tliy eye kindles so wildly, and thy cheek is thus 
changing from scarlet to jialo ? Why didst thou 
break 4n so hastily and unadvisedly upon the 
atgument with which 1 was prostrating yonder 
heretic And wherefore dost thou not tell thy 
motflier that her son is restored to her by the 
interoea^on, as Holy Church well warrants us 
to ^IJeve, of blessed Saint Benedict, the patron 
of our Order 1 For if ever my prayers wei-o put 
forth to him with zeal, it hath been in behalf of 
this bouse, and thine eyes have seen the result 
tell it to thy mother.* 

"1 must tell her« thon,* said Edward, ‘ that ii 

f - 


she has regained one son, another is lost to 
her,* 

‘ What mearieat thou^ Edward 1 what language 
is this ? * said the sub-prior. 

‘Father,* said the youth, kneeling down to 
him, ‘ my sin and my shame shall be told thee, 
and thou shalt witness my penance with thine 
own eyes.* 

‘1 comprehend thoe not,' said the sub-prior. 
‘What caust thou have done to deserve such 
self-accusation? — Hast thou too listened,* he 
added, knitting his brows, Uo the demon of 
heresy, ever most effectual tempter of those 
who, like yonder unhappy man, are distinguished 
hy their love of knowledge ? ’ 

*1 am guiltless in that matter,' answered 
Olendinning, ‘ nor have presumed to think 
otherwise than thou, my kind father,' hast 
taught me, and than the Church ullow's.' 

‘ And wdiat is it, then, my son,’ saiil the sub- 
prior kindly, ‘which thus afflicts thy con- 
science ^ speak it to me. that 1 may answer thee 
in the words of comfort ; for the Chinch’s mercy 
is gi‘eat to those obedient childicii who doubt 
not her power,* 

‘ My confession will require her mercy,’ replied 
Edwaid. *My brother Halbert—so kind, so 
brave, so gentle, who spoke not, Ihouglit not, 
acted not, but in love to me, whose hand had 
aided me in every dilficiilty, whoso eye watehed 
over mo like Ihc eagle’s over her nestlings, when 
they i>rovu their first fliglit fiom the eyi’ie — this 
brother, so kind, so gently aflectionate— I heard 
of his sudden, his bloody, his violent death, and 
I lejoicod- I heaid of his unexpected restoration^ 
and I sorrow’od * ' 

‘Edward,’ said the father, ‘thou art beside 
thyself — What could urge thee to such odious 
ingratitude ? — 1 11 your hurry of spirits yon 
ha\o mistaken the confused tenor of your feel- 
ings — Go, my sou, pray and comi>ose tliy miud 
— ^W’o will speak of tuis another time.* 

‘No, fatlicr, no.* said Edward vehemently, 

‘ now or never ' — I will find the means to tame 
this rebellious beait of mine, or I will tear it 
out of my bosom —M istake its passions? — No, 
father, giief can ill bo mibtakeii for joy — All 
w'ept, all shrieked around me — my mother — the 
mcuials—she tjo, tlie cause of my crime— all 
wept— and I— I could hardly disguise my brutal 
and insane joy uudei the apiieuiance of revenge 
— Bi other, 1 said, I cannot give thee tears, but 
I will give thee blood — Yes, father, as I counted 
hour after hour, while I kept watch upon the 
English iiiisoiier, and said, 1 am an hour nearer 
to hope and to happiness ’ 

‘1 undei-stand thee not, Edward,’ said the 
monk, ‘nor can I conceive in what way thy 
brother’s supposed murder should have affected 
thee with such unnatural joy — Surely the 
sordid desire to succeed him in his small posses- 
sions * 

‘ Perish the paltij ti'ash I ' said Edward^ 
witli the same emotion. ‘No, father, it wis 
rivalry— it W'as jealous rage— it was the love of 
Mary Avenel, that rendered me the uhnaturid 
wretch I confess myself ! * 

‘Of Avenel r said the priest*-' of it 
lady BO above either of you in name aodT he 
rank ? How dared Halbert— how dsr«4 
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pltesvime to lift your eye to her but in honour 
And reapecty as a superior of another degree 
feam.yoms f * 

'When did love wait for the sanction of 
heriddry ? * replied Edward ; * oiid in what but a 
line of dead ancestors was Mary, our mother’s 
^est and foster-child, different from us, with 
whom she was brought up ?— Enough, we loved 
— wo both loved her ! But the passion of Hal- 
ibert was requited. Ho knew it not, ho saw it 
not— but I was 8liari)er-eyed. I saw that ovou 
wlien 1 was more apnroved, Halbert was more 
beloved. With me sne would sit for hours at 
•our common task with the cold siTnjdicity and 
iiidifforenoe of a sister, but with Halbert she 
trusted not herself. She changed colour, .she 
was fluttered when he approached her ; and when 
he left her she was sad, pensive, and solitary. 
I bore all this — I saw my rival’s advancing pro- 
gress in her affections — I boro it, father, and 
^et I hated him not— I could not hate him 1 ’ 

'And well for thee that thou didst not,’ said 
the father; 'wild and headstrong as tliou ait, 
wouldst thou hate thy brother for partaking in 
thine own folly ? * 

‘Father,* replied Edward, 'tlie ^\()Ild esteems 
thee wise, and holds thy knowledge of mankind 
liigh ; but thy question shows that tliou hast 
never loved. It was by an cilbrt that I save«l 
myself from hating my kind and affectionate 
brother, who, all unsuspicious of my rival ly, 
was |>erpetually loading me with kindness. 
Nay, there wore moods of my mind iu which I 
•oould retum that kindnesa for a time 'witli ener- 
.getic enthusiasm. Never did 1 feel this so 
stronuly as on the night which jiartcd us. But 
J OQuld not help rejoicing when ho was swept 
from my path— could not help sorrowing when 
he was again restored to bo a stumbling-block iu 
mymtha.’ 

' May God be gi-acious to thee, my son ! ’ said 
the monk; 'this is an awful stito of mind. 
flBven in such evil mood did the first murderer 
vise up against his bi*other, because Abel’s was 
ithe more acceptable sacrifice. * 

*I will wrestle with the demon which has 
Biaunted me, father,* replied the youth firmly — 
** I will wrestle with him, and I will subdue him. 
But first 1 must remove from the scenes which 
•are to follow here. I cannot endure that I 
ahould see Mary Avonol’s eyes again flash with 
joy at the restoration of her lover. It were a 
sight to make indeed a second Cain of me ! My 
fierce, turbid, and transitory joy (lischarged 
itself in a thirst to commit homicide, and how 
can I estimate the frenzy of my despair ^ ' 

'Madman!* said the sub-nxior, 'at what 
dreadful crime does thy fuiy drive ? * 

'My lot. is determined, iathor,* said Edward, 
in a resolute tone ; ' I will embrace the spiritual 
«tate which you have so oft recommended. It is 
nyr purpose to retum uith you to Saint Maiy’s, 
And, with the nermission of the Holy Virgin and 
of Saint Benedict, to offejr my profession to the 

* Not now, my sou,* said tlie sub-prior, 'not in 
this dlstemperatttre of mind. The wise and good 
uot gifts which are made in heat of b&od, 
And which Doay be after rei^euted of; and 
W oisrlngs to wisdom and to gobdimns 


itself with less of solemn resolution and diop 
devotion of mind, than is necessary to make them 
acceptable to our own frail companions in this 
valley of darkness f This 1 say to thee, my son, 
not as meaning to deter thee nnm the good path 
thou art now inclined to prefer, but that thoia 
inayest make thy vocation and thine eleotiou 
sum.* 

' There are actions, father,* ro^nuned Edward, 

' which brook no delay, and this is one. It must 
be done this very tww; or it may never be done. 
Let mo go with you ; let me not behold the retum 
of Halbert into this house. Shame, and the sense 
of the injustice I have already done him, will join 
with these dreadful passions wliich urge me to 
do him yet luithcr wrong. Let me then go with 
you.’ 

* With me, n>y son,’ said the sub-prior, ' thou 
shalt surely go ; but our rule, as well as reason 
and good order, require that you should dwell a 
space with ns us a probationer, or novice, before 
taking upon tlico those final vows, which, 
soqiiestcring thee for ever from the world, 
dcMiicato thee to the service of Heaven.* 

'And when shall wo set forth, father?' said 
the youth, as cagcily us if the journey which ho 
was now undertaking led to the ])leasures of a 
summer lioliday. 

'Even now, if thou wilt,* said the sub-prior, 
yielding to his impetuosity — 'Go, then, and 
command them to prepare for our doiiarture — 
Yet stay,’ he said, as Edward, With all the 
awakened entlmsiasm of liis character, has'-ened 
from his juvsence, 'come hither, my son, and 
kneel dow'u. ’ 

Edw’aid obeyed, and kneeled dow^n before 
bim. Not\\ithstandiug bis slight figuio and 
thin features, the sub-i»iior could, from tho 
energy of nis tone, and tho earnestness of his 
devotional inaiiucr, impress his pupils and his 
penitents with no ordinary feelings of ^lersoual 
roveroiicc. His lieait always w'as, as well as 
seemed to ho, iu tho duty which lie was iinniodi- 
atoly nerfoiiiiing ; and tho spiritual guide who 
thus sliow's u deen conviction of the importance 
of his ofilee, seldom fails to impress a similar 
feeling upon h]*.s hearers. Upon such occasions 
as the lu'cscnt, his puny body seemed to assumo 
more majestic stature — ^his spare and emaciated 
countenance bore a bolder, loftier, and more 
comniandiiig port— his Voice, always beautiftil, 
trembled as labouring;, under the immediate im- 
pulse of the Divinity — ^and his whole demeanour 
seemed to bespeak, not the mere ordinary man, 
but the organ of the Ghurola in which she had 
vested her high power for delivering sinners 
from their load of iniquity. 

'Host tboii, my fair son,’ said he, 'fisithfully 
recounted the circumstances wrhioh have thns 
suddenly determined thee to a religious lilb i * 

'The sins 1 liaro confessed, my father,’ an- 
swered Edward ; ' but 1 have not yet Md of a 
strange appearance, which, acting in my mftid, 
hath, 1 think, aided to determine my resolutioti/ 

* Tell it then now,* returned the sub-prior ; *it 
is thy duty to leave me iininstructed in noiu^t, 
so that thereby 1 may understand the temptalioii 
that besets theC.* 

* I tell it with ttnwillingseai.* Mid EdmUrt r 
‘for ilihotigh, God wot, 1 epeMi but the 
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ttrath» yet even while my tongue sphaka it as 
truths my own ears receive it as fable.* 

‘Yet say the whole,* said Father Eustace; 
* neither fear rebuke from me, seeing 1 may know 
reasons for recemug as true that which others 
might regard as fabulous.* 

VKnow then, father,* replied Edward, ‘that 
betwixt hoi)o and despair— and, heavens ! what 
a hoi)c ! — the liopo to hud the corpse mangled 
and crushed hastily in amongst the bloody clay 
which the foot of the scornful victor hau trod 


down upon my good, my gentle, my courageous 
brother, — I sped to the glen called Coni nan 
Shian ; but, as your reverence has been already 
informed, neither the grave which my unhallowed 
wishes had, in spite of my better self, longed to 
see, nor any apparanc^of the eaitli having been 
opned, was visible in ihe solitary spot where 
Martin had, at morning yesterday, seen the fatal 
hillock. You know our dalesmen, father. The 
place hath an evil name, and this dccqition of 
the sight inclined them to leave it. My com- 
panions became aflrighted, and hastened down 
the glen as men caught in trespass. My hopes 
were too much blighted, my mind too much 
agitated, to fear either the living or the dead. 
1 descended the glen more slowly than they, 
often looking back, and not ill pleased with tlio 
])0ltroouery of my companions, winch loft me 
to my own perplexed and moody humour, and 
induced them to hasten into tlie broader dale. 
They were alfcady out of sight, and lost amongst 
the windiiigs of the glen, when, looking back, 
1 saw a female form stiindiiig beside the foun- 
tain * 


* How, my fair son ? * said the sub-prior ; ‘ be- 
ware you jest not with your present situation ! * 

‘ I jest not, lather,’ answered the ^outh ; ‘it 
may be I shall never jest again — surely not for 
many a day. I saw, I say, the form of a female 
clad in white, such as the Sjnrit which haunts 
the hoitbe of Aveuel is sup])osed to be. Believe 
me, my father, for, by heaven and earth, I say 
nought but wbat 1 saw with these eyes ! ' 

‘I believe thee, my son,’ said the monk ; ‘pro- 
ceed in thy strange stoij.’ 

‘The a])paritiou,* said Edward Glcndinning, 
'*siing, and thus ran her lay ; for, strange as it 
may seem to you, her words abide hy my re- 
membrance as if they hjd been sung to me from 
infancy upward : 


** Thou who seek'st my fou^ain lone, 

With thoughts and hopes thou dar’st not own ; 
Whose heart within leap'd wildly glad 
When most his^vw seem’d dark and sad ; 
Hie thee back, thou find'st not here 
Coo'pse or cofTin, grave or bier; 

The Dead Alive is gone and fled— 

Oo thou and join the Living Dead 1 


Th« Living Dead, whose sober brow 
Oft shrouds such thoughts as thou hast now, 
yhaost hearts within are seldom cured 
Of pai8|ion$ by their vows abjured ; 
liiliere, under sad and solemn show, 

Vain hopes are nursed, wild wishes glow, 
l^lc the convent’s vaulted room, 
d vigil be thy doom ; 
preen, and don the tm, 
lister hence away 1 ’ 

a wild lay/ said the sub-TOior, *and 
4iitnt0d« I fear me, with no «)od end. But we 
have poim to «8nm the maohiiutions of flktan 


To the t 


to his sliame. Edwatd, thou shalt go with me 
as thou^desirest : thou ehalt prove the life for 
which I have long thought thee best fittod>-thou 
shalt aid, my son, this trembling hand of miue 
to sustain the Holy Ark, which bold unhallowed 
men press rashly forward to touch and to pro* 
fane— Wilt thou not first see thy mother t * 

‘ I will see no one,* said Edward hastily ; ‘ 1 
will risk nothing that may shako the mirpse of 
my heart. From Saint Mary’s they siiall Icam 
my destination — all of them shall lotfrn it. My 
mother — Maiy Avcnel— my restored and ha|ipy 
brother— they shall all know that Edward lives 
no longer to the world to be a clog on their 
happiness. Mary slmll no longer need to con- 
strain lier looks and ext>res8ioiis to coldness 

because I am nigh. She shall no longer * 

‘My son,’ said the sub -prior, interrupting 
him, * it is not by looking back on the vanities 
and vexations of this world, that we fit ourselves 
for the discharge of* duties which are not of it. 
Go, get our horses ready, and, as we descend tho 
glen together, I will teach thee the truths through 
which the fathers and wise men of old had that 
precious alchemy, which can convert suffering 
mto happiness.’ 


CHAPTER XXXI JI. 

Now, on my f.xiih, this cear is all entangled, 

Like to the yarn-clue of the drowsy knitter, 

Dragg’d by the fiohc kitten thiongh the cabin, 

While the good dame sits nodding o’er the fire 1 
Masters, attend ; ’twill ciave some skill to clear it. 

Old Plav. 

Edwakd, with the sjiced of one who doubts 
the steadiness of lii.s own lesolution, hastened to 
piepare tlio horses for their dejiarturo, und at the 
same time thanked and dismissed tlio neighbours 
who had come to his assistance, and who were 
not a little surpiiscd botli at tho suddenness of 
his proposed departure, and at the turn afiairs 
had taken. 

‘Here’s cold liospitality,* mioth Dan of the 
Howlet - hirst to his comrades ; ‘ 1 trow the 
Glendinnings may die and come alive right offc^ 
ere I put foot in stirrup again for the matter.’ 

Mai-tin soothed tliem by placing food and 
liquor before them. They ate sullenly, however, 
and departed in bad humour. 

The joyful news that Halbert Glondinning 
lived, was quickly communicated through the 
son’owing family. The mother wept and thanked 
Heaven alternately ; until, her habits of domestic 
economy awakening as her feelings became 
calmer, she observed, ‘ It would be an unco task 
to mend the yetts, and what were they to do 
while they were broken in that fashion? Ai 
open doors dogs come in.* 

Tibb remarked, ‘She aye thought Helbeft 
was ower gleg at his weapon to be killed see 
easily by ony Sir Pieroie of them a*. Tb^ 
might say of these Southrons as they liked ; Mt 
they had not tho pith and wind of a owsity 
when it came to oloso i^ips/ 

On Avenel the impTOSsion 
ceivably dfeeper. She had hut newly Ui^ed 
to pray, and it aeemed to her that hw 
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M ixuftajatly answered— tliat the oomnae- 

eton ot Heavett, which ehe had learned to implore 
in 4^ words of Scripture, hod deecended upon 
h0K after a manner almost niiraouloiis, and re- 
called the dead from the grave at the sound of 
her lamentations. There was a dangerous degn^ 
of enthusiasm in this strain of feeling, but it 
originated in the purest devotion. 

A silken and embroidered inutller, one of the 
few articles of more costly attire which she 
possessed, was devoted to the purpose of wrapping 
up and concealing the sacred volume, which 
lienceforth she was to regal'd as her chiefest 
treasure, lamenting only that, for want of a 
fitting interpreter, much must remain to her a 
book closed and a fountain sealed. She was un- 
aware of the yet greater danger she incurred, of 
putting an im|)erfect or even false sense upon 
some of the doctrines which appeared most com- 
prehensible. But Heaven hod provided against 
both those hazards. 

While Edward was jireparing the horses, 
Christie of the Cliuthill again solicited his orders 
resnocting the reformed iffcocher, Henry Warden, 
ana again the worthy monk labouted to reconcile 
In his own mind tno compassion and esteem 
which, almost in spite of him, lie could not help 
feeling for his former comjianioii, with tlio <luty 
which he owed to the Church. The iiiiexjiccted 
resolution of Edward had removed, he thought, 
the chief objection to his being left at (ilemlearg. 

* If I carry this Wellwood, or Warden, to the 
Monastery,’ ho thought, ‘ ho must die— die in 
his heresy — perish body and soul. And thoiigli 
such a measure was once thought advisable, to 
strike terror into the lioretics, yet such is now 
their daily increasing strength, that it may 
rather rouse them to fury and to revenge. Tmc, 
lie refuses to pledge himself to abstain from 
sowing his tares among the 'v^heat; but the 
ground hero is too baiTen to receive them. J 
fear not his making impression on these TK>or 
women, the vassals of the Chunli, and bred up 
in due obedience to her behests. The keen, 
searching, inquiring, and bold disposition of 
Edward might have afforded fuel to the fire ; 
but that is romoved, and there is nothing left 
which the flame may catch to. — Thus .shall he 
have no power to spread Ins evil doctrines 
abroad, and yet his life shall bo preserved, and 
it may be liis soul reseuod as a prey from the 
fowler’s net. I will myself conteii'i with him in 
argument; for when wo studied in common, 
1 \ielded not to him, and surely the cause for 
which I struggle will support mo, were I yet 
more weak than I deem myself. Were this man 
reclaimed from his en'ors, an hundredfold more 
advantage would arise to the Church from his 
spiritual regeneration, than from his temporal 
death,’ 

Having finished these meditations, in which 
there was at once goodness of disposition and 
nari'ownoss of prinmple, a considerable portion 
of self- opinion and no small degree of self- 
delusion, the sub^prior commanded tlio prisoner 
to be brought into his presence, 

^ Henry, ^ he said, ‘whatever a rigid sense of 
^ty may demand of me, ancient friendship and 
Cawtian ootnpaisiou forbid me to lead thee to 
deatbu IJliou wert wont to bs gen^uroos, 


though stem and stubhom in thy moltes ; let 
I not thy sense of what thine own thoughte term 
I duty, draw thee farther than mine have diofeie* 
Remember that every sheep whom thott shalt 
here lead astray from the fofd,jwiU be demanded 
I in time and through eternity m him who hath 
I left thee the liberty of doing such evil. I ask no 
{ engagement of thee, save that thou remain a 
prSoner on thy word at this tower, and wilt 
ap|)ear when summoned.' 

^Tlioii hast found an invention to bind my 
hands,’ repUed the pi’eachor, ‘more sure than 
would have been the heaviest shackles in the 
prison of thy convent I will not rashly dO 
what may endanger thee with thy unhappy 
superiors, and I will bo the more cautious, be- 
cause, if we had further oj)porturity of confer- 
ence, I trust thine own soul may yet bo resouod 
as a brand from the biiraing, and that, casting 
from thee the livery of Antichrist, that trader 
in human sins and human souls, 1 may yet assist 
thee to lay hold on the Rock of Ages.’ 

The sub-prior heard the scntimonl, so similar 
to that which had occiin’ed to himself, with the 
same kindly feelings with winch the game-cock 
hears and replies to the challenge of his rival. 

* 1 l)lcs»(rod and Our Lady,’ said lie, drawing 
himself up, * that my faith is already anchored 
on that Rock on which Saint Teter founded his 
Church.’ 

‘ It is a perversion of the text,’ ^id the eager 
Henry Waidcii, * grounded on a vain play upon 
wonls— a most idle i)aronoma8ia.* 

The controversy would liavc been rekindled, 
and in all prolwibility— for what can insuic the 
good temi)er and moderation of polemics? — 
might have ended in the preacher’s being tmns- 
I»ortcd a captive to the Monastery, had not 
(vhristie of the CUnthill observed that it was 
growing late, and that he, liaving to descend 
the glen, uhieli had no good reputation, cared 
not greatly for travelling there after ^sunset. 
The sub -prior, therefore, stifled his desire of 
argument, and, again telling the preacher that 
ho ti listed to his gratitude and generosity, he 
bade him farewell, 

‘Be assured, in y old friend,’ replied Warden, 
‘ that 110 \iilliiig act of mino shall bo to thy 
pi'ejudice. But if my Master shall place work 
before me, I must obey God rather tliau man.’ 

These two men, both* excellent from natural 
disposition and acquired knowledge, had more 
noints of similarity than tliev themselves would 
Lave admitted, lii truth, the chief distinction 
betwixt them was, that the OStholio, defending 
a religion wliich afforded little interest to the 
fooling, had, in his devotion to the cause lie 
espoused, more of the head tliaii of the heart, 
and was |>olitic, cautious, and artful ; w]|]|ile the 
Protestant, acting under the strong impulse of 
more lately-adopted conviction, and fbMing, as 
lie justly might, a more animated conARenee in 
his cause, was enthusiastic, eager, and precipitate 
in his desire to advance it. The priest would 
been contented to defend, the preacher Aspired 
to conquer ; and, of course, the impulse bw which 
the latter was governed was more aictnve gnd 
more decisive. They could not part firom each 
other without a second inressure of handa, and 
each looked in the face of his oM* eompankit^ lA 
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|i« Iwde him adieu, with a coontenaneo strongly 
egirtesaive of sorrow, affection, and pity. 

Father Eustace then explained briefly to Dame 
Olendinning that this person was to be her 
guest for some ^ays, forbidding her and her 
whole household, under high spiritual censures, 
to hold any conversation with him on religious 
subjects, but commanding her to attend to his 
wants in all other puticulars. 

‘ May Our Lady forgive me, reverend father,* 
said Dame Glendliiniiig, somewhat dismayed at 
this intelligence, 'but I must needs say that 
ower mouy guesto have been the ruin of luony a 
house, and I trow they will bring down Gleu- 
doarg. First came the Lady of Avenel — (her 
soul he at rest-— she meant nae ill)— but she 
brought with ^er as ng)ny bogles and fairies as 
hae kept the house in ^re ever since, sae that 
we have been living as it were in a dream. And 
then came that English knight, if it ]dease you, 
and if he hasna killed my Sou outright, he has 
chased him aff the gate, and it may he lang 
oneuch ere I see him again — forby the damage 
done to outer door and inner dour. And now 
vour reverence has given mo the charge of a 
lieretie, who, it is like, may bring the gi^eat 
homed devil himself down iijk)u us all ; and 
they say that it is noitlier door nor window will 
serve him, hut he will take away tlio side of 
the auld tower along with him. Nevertheless, 
reverend fathpr, your pleasure is doubtless to be 
done to our power.’ 

'OK) to, woiUaii,* said the sub*prior; 'send 
for workmen fi'om the clachan, and let tliem 
charge the expense of their repairs to the oom- 
mnnity, and 1 will give the treasurer warrant to 
allow them. ^Moreover, in settling the rental 
mails and feu-duties, thou shalt have allowance 
for the trouble and chaiges to widen thou art 
now put, and I will cause strict search to be 
made after thy son.* 

The name curtseyed deep and low at each 
favourable expression ; and when the sub-nrior 
had done speaking, she added her further nope 
that the sub-prior would hold some communing 
with her gossip the ndllcr, ('oncerning the fate 
of his daughter, and expound to him that the 
chance had by no means liappeucd through any 
negligence on her ])art. 

‘I sair doubt me, father,* she said, 'whether 
Mysio finds her way back to the mill in a hurry ; 
but it was all her flithcr’s^wii fault that lot her 
run lamping about the countiy, riding on hare- 
backed naigs, an^ never settling to do a turn of 
wark within doors, unless it w'ere to dress dainties 
at dinner-time for his ain kyte.’ 

' You remind me, dame, of another matter of 
urgency, * said Father Eustace ; ' and, God knows, 
too mimy of them press on me at tliis moment. 
This &glish knight must be sought out, and 
explanation given to him of these most strange 
chances,** Tlie giddy girl must also be recovered. 
If s&o hath suffered in reputation by this un- 
happy miafako, 1 will not iiold myself innocent 
of tne disgrace. Yet how to find them out 1 
know not,” 

' So pleage yon/ said Christie of the Clinthill,* 
^ I am willing to take the chase, and bring them 
back by fair means or foul ; for though you have 
adways looked a| black as night at me, whenever 


we have foragathered, yet I have not forgotten 
that, had it not been tor yosi, xny neck would 
have keu’d the weight of my tour 4j[uarters.* If 
any man can track the tread of them, 1 will 
say in the face of both Merse and Teviotdale, 
and take the Forest to boot, J am that man. 
But first I have matters to treat of on my master’s 
score, if you will permit me to ride down the 
glen with you.* 

'Nay, but, my friend,’ said the sub-prior, 
'thou shouldst remember 1 have but slender 
cause to tnist thoo for a companion through a 
place so solitary.* 

' Tush ! tush ! ’ said the jack-man, ' fear me 
not ; 1 had the worst too surely to begin tliat 
sport again. Besides, have 1 not said a dozen 
of times, I owe you a life ? and w’hen I owe a 
man either a good turn or a bad, 1 never fail to 
])ay it sooner or later. Moreover, beshrew me 
if 1 care to go alone down the glcii, or even with ' 
my troopers, who arc, eveiy loon of them, as 
much devil’s bairns as myself ; whereas, if your 
reverence, since that.is the w'ord, take beads and 
psalter, and I come along wdth jack and spear, 
you will make the devils take the air, and I will 
make all human enemies take the earth.’ 

Edward hero entered, and told his reverence 
that his horse was pi'oimrcd. At this instant 
his eye canglit his mother’s, and the resolution 
which 1)0 had so strongly formed was staggered 
when he recollected the necessity of bidding her 
tarew’cll. Tlio sub-prior saw» his emhan assment, 
and came to his relief. 

‘ Dame,’ said lie, ' I forgot to mention that 
your son Edward goes with mo to Saint Mary’s, 
and will not retuin for tw'o or three days.' 

' You’ll be wishing to help him to recover his 
brother ^ May the sain ts rew ard your kindness ! * 

The sub-piior returned the benediction which, 
in this instance, he hud not very well deserved, 
and he and Edward set forth on their route. 
They were presently followed by Christie, wiio 
came up with his follow^crs at such a speedy pace, 
as intimated sulficiently that his wish to obtain 
spiritual convoy through ilie glen w'as extremely 
sincere. Ho had, however, other matters to 
stimulate his B]>ecd, for he was desirous to com- 
miinicato to tlio sub-prior a message from his 
master Julian, connected wdth the delivery of 
the i)ri8oucr Warden ; and, having requestea the 
sub-])rior to ride with him a few yards before 
Edwaid and the tzoopers of his own party, he 
thus addressed him, sometimes interrupting his 
discourse in a manner testifying that his fear of 
sux)ematural beings was not altogether lulled to 
rest by his confidence in the sanctity of his 
fellow-traveller. 

' My master,’ said the rider, ' deemed he had 
sent you an acceptable «gift in tliat old heretic 

rcachcr ; but it seems, from the slight care you 

ave taken of liim, that you make small account 
of the boon.* 

' Nay,’ said the sub-prior, ' do not thus judge 
of it. The community must account highly of 
the service, and will reward it to thy master in 
goodly fasfaon. But this man ana 1 

* In Sir David ^dsay’s Play, this provarbia? HUylttfw ' 
used by Common Thift in a more homely ff»m ; r ' 
<;et thii. eurtt King tne lo his fltlpplt. 

My craig (or ftociq wit qubat we^ii hipela 
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frisiidi^ Mid 1 liTuat to bring bim bock from fb« 
of Mrditioii.' 

*N«yi aoid the moss-trooper, *ivhen I saw 
yott ^ake hands at the beginmxig, I coutited that 
yen would fight it all out in love and honour, 
and that thoro would be no extreme dealings 
betwixt yo— However, it is all one to my master 

^int Mary f what call you yon, Sir Monk ? ' 

* The branch of a willow streaming across the 
|>ath betwixt us and the sky.* 

'Boshrow me,’ said Ohristio, 'if it looked not 
like a man’s hand holding a sword. — But, touch- 
ing my master, he, like a prudent man, hath 
kept himself aloof in these hrokcii times, until 
he could see with precision what footing he was 
to stand upon. Right tempting offers ho hath 
had from the Lords of Congregation, whom you 
call heretics ; and at oiio time he was minded, 
to bo plain with you, to have taken their way — 
for ho was assured that the Loul James* was 
coming this road at the head of a lound body of 
cavalry. And accordingly Lord James did so far 
reckon upon him, that he sent this man Warden, 
or whatsoever be his name, to my master's pro- 
tection, as an assured friend ; and, moreover, 
with tidings that he himself was marching 
hitherward at the head of a strong body of 
horse.’ 

* Now, Our Lady forefend ! ’ said the sub-prior. 

* Amen ! * answered Christie, in some trepida- 
tion ; ‘ did your reverence see aught * ’ 

‘Nothing whatever,* replied the monk; ‘it 
was thy tale which wrested from me that exclama- 
tion.’ 

‘And it was some cause,’ rejdied ho of the 
Clinthill, * for if Lord James should come hither, 
your Halidome would smoko for it. But be of 
good cheer — that expedition is ended before it 
was begun. The Baron of Avenol had sure news 
that Lord James has been fain to march west- 
ward with his merry-men, to protect Lord 
Semple against Oassilis and the Kennedies. By 
my faith, it will cost him a brush ; for wot ye 
what they say of that name, — 

Twixt Wilton and the town of hyr^ 

Poitpatnck and the cruives of Crec, 

No man need think for to bide there, 

Unless he court Saint Kennedic.’t 

•Then,’ said the sub-prior, ‘the Lord James’s 
Xmrposoof coining southwards being broken, cost 
this person, Houry Warden, a cold reception at 
Avenel Castle.' 

‘ It would not have been altogether so rough a 
one/ said the moss-trooper ; ‘for my master was 
in heavy thought what to do in these unsettled 
times, and would scarce liavo hazarded misusing 
a man sent to him by so terrible a leader os the 
Lord James. But, to speak the truth, some 
busy devil tempted tho*old man to meddle with 
my master’s Christian liberty of handfasting 
with Catherine of Newport. So that broke the 
wand of peace between them, and now ye may 
have my master, and all the force he can make, 
at your devotion, for Lord James never forgave 

1 James Stuart, afterwards the Recent Murray. 

t ITtes rhyme occurs with some variations in an old 
g^ription of Carrick (South AyrehireX bv the parish 
miiiibter of Mayboile, who says that the Konneoys flouru^ed 
tn number that they gate rise to die rhyme 


wrong done to him; and if he come by the upper 
hand, he will have Julian’s head if there were 
never another of the name, as it is like there is 
not, excepting the bit slip of a lassie yonder* 
And now 1 have told you more of my roaster’s 
affairs than he would thank me for ; but you 
have done me a fmnk turn once, and I may need 
one at your hands again.’ 

*Thy frankness,’ said the saVprior, 'shall 
surely advantage thee ; for much it concerns the 
Cimrch in these broken times to know the poi*- 
poses and motives of those around us. But 
what is it that thy master expects from us in 
reward of good service for 1 esteem him one of 
those who are not willing to work without their 
hire ? ’ • 

‘ Nay, that I can teM yon flutly ; for Lord 
James had promised him, in case he would bo of 
his factifm in these parts, an easy tack of the 
teind- sheaves of his own barony of Avenel, 
together with the lands of Cranberry Moor 
which lie intersected with his own. And he will 
look for no less at your hand.’ 

‘ But there is old Gilbert of Cranberry Moor,^ 
said the aiib-prior, ‘what are we to make of 
him? The heretic Lord James may take on 
him to dispone upon the goods and lands of the 
Halidome at his pleasure, because, doubtless, 
but for the protection of God, and the baronage 
which yet remain faithful to their creed, he may 
despoil us of them by force ; but while they 
are the i>roi>erty of the community,’ we not 
take ste^ings from ancient and faithful vcttsatls, 
to gratify tlie covetousness of those •who serve 
Goa only from the lucre of gain.’ 

‘By the mass,’ said Christie, ‘it is well talk- 
ing, Sir Priest ; but when ye consider that 
Gilbert has but two half-starved cowardly 
peasants to follow him, and only an aiild jaded 
aver to ride upon, fitter for the plough than for 
manly service ; and that the Baron of|Avenel 
never rides with fewer than ten jack-men at his 
back, and ofteiicr with fifty, bodiii in all that 
effoirs to war as if they were to battle for a 
kingdom, and mounted on nags that nicker at 
the clash of the sword os if it were the clank of 
the lid of a corn-chest — I say, when yo have 
computed all this, ye may guess what course 
will best serve your Monastery.’ 

* Friend,’ said the mpnk, would willingly 
purchase thy master’s assistance on his own 
terms, since times lettvo us no bettor means of 
defence against the*' sacrilegious spoliation of 
heresy ; but to take fi'om a poor man his patri- 
mony ’ ^ 

‘For that matter,* said the rider, 'his seat, 
would scarce be a soft one, if my master thought 
that Gilbert's interest stood betwixt him and 
what be wishes. Tlie Halidome hy land 
enough, and Gilbert may be quartered elsewhere, * 

‘We will consider the possibility og so dis- 
posing the matter,* said the monk, ant^willi 
ex|>ect in consequence your master’s most aetive^ 
assistance, with all the followers ho caU make,, 
to join in the defence of the Halidome, ogldnet 
any force by which it may be threatened.* 

* ‘ A man's hand, and a mailed glove on that,* $ 
said the jack-man. ‘They call ue maraud^t 

X Note J. Good Iklth of the Borderete. 
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l^kieTW, aivd vrh&t nofr$ but the side we take we | 
held by.— And I will be blithe^when my baron | 
oomea to a point which.sido he will take, for the j 
eastl^ is a kind ef hell (Our Lady foi^jivo me for 
naming such a ward in this place !) while lie is 
in his mood, studying how lie may best advan- 
tage himself. And now, Heaven be praised ! 
we are ’in the open valley, and I may swear a 
round oath, should aught happen to provoke it.* 
‘My friend,' said tno sub-prior, ‘thou hast 
little merit in abstaining from oaths or blas- 
phemy, if it bo only out of fear of evil spirits.' 

‘Nay, I am not quite a Church vassal yet,* 
said the jack-man, * and if you link the curb too 
tight on a young horse, I promise you he \iill 
rear — Why, it is much for me to forbear old 
customs on any aceoiinb whatever.* 

The -night being fine, ihey forded the river at 
the spot where the saci'istaii met with his un- 
happy encounter with the Spirit. As soon as 
they arrived at the gate of the Monastery, the 
porter in waiting eagerly exclaimed, ‘ Reverend 
father, the lord abbot is most anxious for your 
presence.’ 

‘Lot those strangers be carried to the great 
hall,’ said tlio sub-prior, ‘and be treated with 
the best by the cellarer ; reminding them, how- 
ever, of that modesty and doceney of conduct 
which becometh guests in a house like this.* 

‘ But the lord abbot demands you instantly, 
my venerable brother,’ said Father Philip, 
arriving in great haste. ‘ I have not seen him 
moreUlMoonraged or desolate of counsel since the 
field of Pinkie-clcuch was stricken.’ 

‘I come, my good brother, I come,* said 
Father Kustace. * I pray thee, good brother, 
let this youth, Edward Olendinning, bo conveyed 
to the Chamber of the Novices, and pieced under 
their instructor. God hath touched his lieait, 
and ho proposetli laying aside the vanities of the 
world, to become a brother of our holy Order ; 
which, if his good parts be motehed with fitting 
docility and humility, ho may one day live to 
adoni.^ 

‘My very venerable brother,* exclaimed old 
Father Nicolas, who came hobbling with a 
third summons to the sub-prior, ‘ I prfiiy tbeo to 
hasten to our worshipful loi d abbot. The holy 
Patroness be with us ! never saw I Abbot of 
the house of Saint Maiy’s in such consternation ; 
and yet I remember mo ^ell v hen Father lugil- 
ram had the news oi llodijpn-licld,' 

‘I come, 1 come, venerable brother,' said 
Father Eustace.— And, having repeatedly ejacu- 
lated ‘ 1 come ! * fiaiat last went to the abbot iu 
good earnest. 


•, CHAPTER XXXIV. 

It is not |(ycts will do it— Church artillery 
Are ^lencea soon by real ordnance, 

And canons are but vain opposed to caniton. 

Go, coin your crosier, melt your church plate down, 

Bio the starved soldier banquet in your balls, 

And qua^ your long-saved hogsheads— Turn them out. 
Thus primw with your good cheer, to guard your wall, 
hsA they will venture for't.— - Old Plav. 

The abbot received his counsellor with a 
ttdxnulous eagerness of welcome^ which an- 


nounced to the sub-prior an extreme amtation of 
spirits, and the utmost need of good counsels 
There was n niher mozer-disli nor standiug-cui^ 
upon the little table at the elbow of his linger 
chair of state ; his beads alone lay there, and it 
seemed as if ho had been tolling them in his 
extremity of distress. Beside the beads was. 
placed the mitre of the abbot, of an antique* 
form, and bla/iiig with pi*eeious stones, and the* 
ricli and liighly-cmboss^ crosier rested against 
the Slime table. 

The sacristan and old Father Nicolas had 
followed tlie sub-prior into the abbot’s ajiart- 
ment, perhaps with the hope of learning some- 
thing of the important matter which seemed to* 
be in hand. — They i\ero not mistaken; for> 
after having ushered in the sub-jirior, and being 
tliemselvcs in the act of retiring, the abbot 
made them a signal to remain. 

‘My bicthren,’ ho said, ‘it is >vcll known to 
you with what painful zeal wo have overseen the 
weighty « Hairs of this house committed to our 
unworthy hand — your bread hath been given to 
you, and your water liath been sure — I liavfr 
not ivastcd the revenues of the convent on vain 
]>leasuros, as hunting or hawking, or in change- 
of rich cope or alb, or in fcabting idle bards and 
jesters, saving those ivho, according to old w’ont, 
were received in lime of Christmas and Easter. 
Neither have I enriched cither mine own relations 
nor strange women, at the expense ot the iiatii'- 
nioim’ 

‘There liath not been such a lord abbot, 
said Father Nicolas, ‘to my knowledge, since* 
the days of Abbot Ingilraia, who’ 

At that poitentous word, which always pre- 
luded a long story, the abbot broke in ; 

‘May God have meny on his soul ! — ^wo talk 
not of him now, - What I uoulcl know of yc, my 
hrolhrcn, is, whether I have, in your miii(t» 
faithfully discharged the duties of mine office ?* 

‘There has never been subject of complaint,*' 
answered the 8ub-i)rior. 

The saeiistaii, more diffuse, enumerated the* 
various acts ol indulgeiKO and kindnc'^ wliich 
the mild govenimcnt of Abbot Bonilaeo had 
conferred on the brotherhood of Saint Clary’s— 
the indulge ni i(T — the gratias — the hibercs — the 
weekly mess of boiled almonds— the enlarged 
accommodation of the refectory — the bettor 
arrangement of the cellarage— the improvement 
of the revenue of the Monastery— the diminution 
of the privations of the brethren. 

‘You might have added, my brother,* said 
the abbot, listening with melancholy aequi- 
esceuco to the detail of his own merits, ‘that I 
caused to be built that curious seiecn, which, 
seeiu'cth the cloisters from tlie north-east wind. 

— But all tliese things avail nothing-^-As 
read iu holv Maccabee, Capta csi eivUds p&t 
volvntntevi i)ci. It hath coat me no little 
thought, no common toil, to keep these weighty 
matters iu such order as you have seen them— 
there was both bam and hinn to be kept Ihft 
—infirmary, domiitory, guest-hall, and Wfectory 
to be looked to— processions to be made, o<mfe8^ « 
sions to be heard, strangers to be ezitertainedj} 
Venice to bo granted or refused ; and 1 
me, when every one of you was asleep ill 
cell, the abhpt hath Uin swako fov a tm loinpr 
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by the boll, thinking how these matters ihight 
\A ordered ieemly and suitably.* 

* Moy we ask, reverend my lord, said the sub- 
fwior, ' what additional care has now been thrown 
ui>on you, since your discourse seems to point 
that way ? * 

‘Marry this it is/ said the abbot. ‘The 
talk is not now of biberea* or of earUas, or of 
boiled almondb, but of an English band coniii^ 
against us from Hexham, commanded by Sir 
John Foster ; nor is it of the screening us from 
the cast wind, but how to escape Lord James 
Stuart, who cometh to lay waste and destroy 
with his heretic soldiers.* 

‘ 1 thought that purpose had been broken by 
the feud between Semple and the Kennedies,’ 
aaid the sub-])rior hastily. 

‘They have accorded that matter at the 
expense of the Church, as usual,’ said the abbot: 
** the Earl of Oaaailis is to have the teind-slieavcs 
•of his lands, which were given to the house of 
Orossraguel, and he has stiipkeu hands with 
Stuart, who is now called Murny . — PrhtnjKS 
convcnerinU untmi adversita Domiaum . — Tliere 
Are tlio letters. * 

Tlie sub-prior took the letters, wliich had 
<!ome by an express messenger from the IVimate 
of Scotland, wlio still laboured to uphold the 
tottering fabric of the system under which he 
was at length buried, ana, stejrping towards the 
lamp, road them with an air of deep and settl<»d 
attention — the sacristan and Father Nicolas 
looked as helplessly at each other as the deiii/ens 
of the poultry yard when the haw’k soars over 
it. The abbot scorned bow’ed down with the 
extremity of soriowful appiehcnsion, but kept 
bis eye timorously fixed on the sub-prior, as if 
striving to catch some comfort from the ex- 
pression of his countoiiancc. When at length 
he beheld that, after a second intent jHiiiisal of 
the letters, he remained still silent and lull uf 
thought, ho asked him hi an anxious tone, 

* \Vliut is to be done ? ’ 

‘ Our duty must be done,* answered the sub- 
prior, ‘and the rest is in tlie hands of (fod.’ 

‘Our duty— our duty?’ answ’ercd the abbot 
impatiently ; * doubtless wo are to do our duty ; 
blit what is that duty ? or how will it serve us ? 
—Will bell, book, and candle, diive back tlie 
English heretics? or will Murray care for ]> alms 
ana aiitiphonars ? or can I fight for the llali- 
dom^, like Judas Maccabeus, against those jiro- 
fane Nicanors? or send the s*icristan against 
this new Holofonics, to bring back Ills head iu 
a basket ? ’ 

‘Tmo, my Lord Abbot,’ said the sub -prior, 

* we cannot fight with carnal weapons ; it is 
Alike contrary to our liabit and our vow ; but 
we can die for our convent and for our Order, 
nesidos, we can arm those who will and can 
fight. The English are but few' in number, 
trusting, as it would seem, that they will be 
joined by Murray, whose march has been iiiter- 
nipted. If Foster, with his Oumlierland aii<l 
Hexham bandits, ventures to march into Scot- 
land, to pillage and despoil our house, wo wrill 
levy our vassals, and, I trust, shall be found 
Mrong enough to give him battle.’ 

/ Note 1C. Indulgences to the Monks* 


‘ In the blessed name of Oar lady;* said tiba 
abbot, ‘ think you that 1 akn Petma Eremita, to 
go forth the leader of on host ? * , 

‘Nay,’ said the sub-prior, ‘let some man 
skilled in war lead oar {)eoplg— there is JiUian 
Avenel, an ap|>roved soldier.' 

‘ But a scotter, a debauched person, and| in 
brief, a man of Belial,* quoth the abbot. 

* Still,’ said the monk, ‘wm must use his 

ministry in that to which he has been brought 
up. We can guerdon him richly, and indeed 
I already know the price of his service. The 
English, it is expected, will pi*oseutly set forth, 
hoping here to seize upon Pieroie Shafton, whose 
refuge being taken with us, they make the pre- 
text of this unheard-of inroad.* t 

* Is it even so ? ’ said the abbot ; ‘ 1 never 
judged tliat liis body ef satin and his brain of 
featners boded us much good.’ 

‘Yet w'e must have his assistance, if possible,* 
said the sub -prior; ‘he may interest in our 
behalf the gi'eat Piercic, of whose friendship he 
lioasts, and that good and faithful lord may 
break Foster’s purpose. I will despatch the 
jack -man after him with all speed. — Chiefly, 
however, 1 trust to the military spirit of the 
laud, which will not suffer peace to be easily 
broken on the frontier. Credit me, my lord, 
it will bring to our side the hands of many, 
whoso hearts may have gone astray after strange 
doctrines. The great chiefs and bax'ous will be 
asbamod to let the vassals of pelcoful monks 
fight unaided against the old enemies of-Soot- 
lanrl.* 

‘ It may be,’ said tlie abbot, ‘ tliat Foster will 
wait for Murray, whose purpose hitherw'ard is 
but delayed for a short si>aco.^ 

‘By the rood, he will not,’ said the sub-prior; 
‘wo know this Sir John Foster — a pestilent 
heretic, ho will long to destroy the Church — 
honi a Borderei-, ho will thirst to plunder her 
of her wealth — a Border -warden, heVill be 
eager to ride in Scotland. Tliere are too many 
causes to urge liim on. If he joins with Murray, 
ho will have at best but an auxiliary’s share of 
the si>oil — if he comes hither before him, he wiU 
leckoii on the whole harvest of dejtredation as 
liis own. Julian Avenel also has, as I have 
heard, some spite against Bir John Foster ; they 
uill tiglit, when they meet, with double doter- 
jiiiiiatioii. — Sacristan,' send for our bailiff — 
Wlieic is the roll o( fcncible men liable to do 
•suit and service to the Halidome ?— Send off to 
the Baron of Meigallot ; ho can raise threescore 
horse and bettor — Sa^ to kfin the Monasteiy 
will compound with him for the customs of his 
bridge, which liave been in controversy, if he 
will show himself a friend at such a point.— 
And now, my lord, let us compute our possible 
numbers, and those of the enemy, thatHinman 
blood bo not spilled in vain — Lot us therefore 
calculate’ oO 

* My brain is dizzied with the emergency,^* said 
the poor abbot — ‘I am not, 1 think, more a 
coward than others, so far as my own person 
is concemed ; but speak to me of marching and 
collecting soldiers, and calculating forces, and 
you may as well tell of it to the youngest novice 
of a nuunety. But my resolution is taken. — 
Brethren,* ho said, rising up and coming forward 
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^ith that dignity which hia comely person en- 
4iblcd him to assume, hear for the fast time the 
voice of your Abbot Boniface* I have done for 
you the beet that I could ; in quieter times 1 
nad perhaps done bettor, for it was for quiet 
that I sought tlfb cloister, which has been to 
me a place of turmoil, as xuuch as if I had sat 
in the receipt of custom, or ridden forth as 
leader of an anqpd host* But now matters tiun 
worse and worse, and I, os I grow old, am less 
able to stni^le with them. Also, it becomes 
me not to hold a ])lace, whereof the duties, 
through my default or misfortune, may be but 
imperfectly filled by me. 'Wherefore I liaAO 
resolved to demit this mine high ollico, so tlial 
the or^r of these matters may presently dev(»lve 
upon Father pustatiiis lieio present, our well- 
beloved sub-prior ; an?l , 1 now rejoic‘0 that he 
hath not been provided aeeoidiug to his merits 
elsewhere, seeing tliat I w’ell hope lie will suecced 
to the mitre and statf which it is my ]>rescut 
ose to lay down.' 

n the name of Our Lady, do nothing hastily, 
my lord !' said Father Nicolas — ‘I do lemember 
that when the worthy Abbot Jiigiham, being in 
his ninetieth year — tor 1 warrant you lie could 
remember when Bonediet tlio Tliii teeiitli was 
deposed — and being ill at ease and bed -i id, the 
brethren rounded in his ear that he wcic belter 
resign his office. And what wiid he, being a 

E leasaut man? marry, that while lie eoidd crook 
is little finger he w'ould keep hold of the crosier 
with^t.* 

The sacristan also stiongly rcmonstiated 
against the resolution of his Su))eiiur, and set 
down the iiisnfficieucy ho phMided to the iidtive 
modesty of his disposition. Tlie abbot listened 
in downcast silence; even iliitleiy could not win 
his ear. 

Father Eustace took a iiolder tone with hi-? 
tliseoiiccrted and dejcM-led Supdior. ‘My Loid 
Abbot , 4 he said, ‘it I have been silent (oneenl- 
ing the virtues with whieli you ba\e gt>\?iiud 
this house, do not think that J .mi uii.iwaie of 
them. I know that no m.ui ever biouglit to 
your high office a more siiieere wi li to do well 
to all iiiankiiid ; and if your nile li.is not beui 
marked with tlic Ixdd liije.s wliicli souHtiiins 
distinguished your sjuritual ])i((ltcessoi.s, tluii 
faults have equally botui sLi.mgds to yoiu 
character.’ • 

‘I did not believe,’ said tbe abbot, limiiug 
his looks to Father Lustfft'e with some suipiis(s 
‘that you, father, of all men, would lime don- 
mo this justice.'* ^ 

‘ In your absence,’ •-aid the sub-piior, ‘ T have 
even done it more fully. Do not lohe the gi>od 
opinion which all men ciiteilaiu of you, by 
ronouncing your office when }our eaie is most 
needed’ 

‘But, my brother,’ said the abbot, ‘I leave a 
more aide in uiy place.’ 

‘ffhar ^oil do not,’ .said Eustace ; ‘because it 
is not necessary yon should resign in older to 
ossoss the use of wdiatoAvr expdience or talent 
may lie aceoniitod master ol. 1 ha\e been long 
enough in this profession to know lb.it tlie in- 
dividual (qualities which any of uh may have, 
are not his own, but the pio})eity of the com- 
xnunity, and only so far useful W‘lieu they pro- 
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mote, the general advantage. If you care not in 
pemon, my lord, to deal with this troublesome 
matter, let me implQi*e you to go instantly to 
Edinburgh, aud make what fiieuds you cau in 
our belialfj while 1 in your absence will, as sub- 

i iHor, do my duty in aefonce of tbe Halidomc. 
X I succeed, may the honour and j»raiae be yows, 
aud if I fail, let the disgrace and shame bo mine 
own.* 

The abbot mused for a space, aud then replied, 
— ‘No, Father Eustatins, yon shall not conquer 
mo l)y your generosity. In times like these, this 
house must have a stronger pilotage than my 
weak hands allbrd ; and he w'lio steers the vessel 
must be chief of the crew^ Shame were it to 
accept the praise of other men’s la boms ; and, 
in my poor mind, all tlie ])raise whieli can be 
bi'stowed on him wlio imdci takes a task so 
peiilons and pcrjdexing is a meed beneath his 
mi ribs. Misloituiie to him would dopiho him 
of ail iota of it! Assume, thereloie, your 
authority to-night, and ]nocccd in the jnepara- 
tioiis you judge iiecos{>ai’y. Let the Chapter 
be summoned to-morrow after we havi* beard 
mass, and all shall be ordered as I have told 
}ou. Bcnedieitc, my brctliroii ! — peace bo 
with you! — May the new abbot- ex ])cetaiit 
sleoj) as sound as he who is about to resign his 
mitre.* 

They retired, afleeted even to tears. The good 
abbot had shown a ]>oiut of his eliai actor to 
w hich they w ere strangei-s. Even Father Eustace 
had held his spiritual Superior hitlieito as a good- 
Jjumoiuei], indolent, self-indulgent man, whoso 
eliiet ineiit was the absence of gloss faults ; so 
that this sacrifice of 2>ower to a sense of duty, 
c\en if a little alloyed by the meaner motives 
of fear and aj)])rebende(i uiflicullies, jaised In'm 
consideiably in tbe sub-jador’s estimation. IJo 
even felt an aveisioii to jnofit by tlie lesignatioii 
of tbe Abbot Boniface, and in a manner to rise 
on bis mins; but this Hentiineiit did not long 
contend with those which led him to recollect 
higher consideratioiis. It could not bo denied 
tlial Iloniliice was enthely unlit for his situation 
in tbe jncbeiit ciisis ; anil tJie sub-jirior felt that 
be himself, acting merely as a dcJeg.'ilc, could 
not well take the decisive measures wliich the 
lime leqiiiied; the weal of the eoniinimity tlierc- 
loie deiiuinded his elevation. If, besides, there 
eient in a feeling of a high dignity obtained, 
and the native exultation of a lianghty hiurit 
(ailed to cunlend with the imniiucnt dangers 
attac'lied to a jiost of such distinetioii, these 
sentiimmts were so cunningly blended and amal- 
gamated with others of a more disinterested 
natuie, that, as the sub-])rior himself was un- 
conscious of their agency, we, who have a regard 
for him, are not solicitous to (letcci it. 

The abbol-cleet cairied himself with move 
dignity than formerly, when giving such direc- 
tions as the pros.siug circunistanccs of the times 
rix^ulred ; and those who a))proaehed him could 
{lerceive an unusual kindling of his falcon eye, 
and an unusunl flush upon nis pale aud faded 
(•he('k. With briefness and precision he wrote 
and dictated various letters to different barons, 
ac<2uainting them with tlie meditated invasion 
of tbe Halidomo by the English, and conjuring 
them to lend aid and assistance as in a co%m«S 
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'cam, Th« temptation of advantage iraa held 
<mt to those whom he fudged less sensible of 
the cause of honour, find all were urged by the 
motives of j)atTiotiNm and ancient animosity to 
the Euglisli. The time liad been when no such 
exhortations would have been necessary. But 
so essential was Elizabeth’s aid to the refonned 
party in Scotland, and so strong was that party 
almost everywhere, that thoie was reason to 
believe a great many would observe neutrality 
on tlie present occtisioii, even if they did not go 
the length of uniting with the English against 
the Catholics. 

When Father Eustace consideitvl the number 
of the immediate vassals of the Clnirch, whose 
aid he might legally command, his heart 
Bunk at the thoughts of ranking tluMii under 
the hatmor of the fierce and piofligafe Julian 
Avenel. 

‘Were the young enthusiast Halboit Clendiii- 
ning to bo found,' thought Father Eabta<*e in 
his anxiety, * I "would have risked the battle 
under liis letidiiig, young as he is, and with 
better hoj)o of Cod’s idessing. But the bailiff is 
now too infirm, nor know I a chief of name 
whom I might trust in this imi)ortant matter 
better than this Avenel.’ —He touchr*d a bell 
wbieh stornl on the talile, and commanded 
Christie of the Clmthill to be brought bofoic 
him. — ‘Thou owost me a life,’ said he to that 
person on his entrance, ‘and I may do thee 
anr)ther good turn if thou be’st sincere wdtli 
me.* 

Christie had already drained t^vo standing- 
cups of wine, which w'ould, on another occasiem, 
have added to the iusoJeni'c of his familial itv, 
but at present there was .something in the 
augmented dignity of manner of Father Eustace, 
which imposed a restraint on him. Yet liis 
answers partook ot liis usual chai actor of uu- 
dauiited assurance. He pj’otessed liim'-ell willing 
to return a true answer to all inquiries. 

‘Has the Baron (so styled) of Avenel any 
friendship w’ith Sir John FostiT, Warden ot the 
West Marches of England f ’ 

‘Such fiiondsliip as is between the wild-cat 
and the terrier,’ replied the ridej. 

‘Will ho do battle with him should they 
PRieet?’ 

' *As firtirely,* answered Christie, ‘as over covk 
fought OK Shro vet ide-p veil.’ 

‘And would bo fight with Foster in the 
Ohurch’tt t|aarreil ^ ’ 

‘ On any (juarve), or njion no qnan’el whatever,’ 
replied the jack-nian. 

‘ We will then write to him, letting him know 
that if, upon occasion of an aumeliciided incur- 
sion by Sir John -Foster, he will ngi’ce to join bis 
force with onrii, he shall lead onr men, and be 
gratified, for doing so to the extent of his wish. 
— ^Yet one word more— Tliou <lidst say thou 
couldst find Out where the English knight 
Piereie Shafton has thin day fled to ? ’ 

‘ That I can, and bring him back too, by fair 
means or force, as best likes yonr reverence. * 

‘"No force must be used upon him. Within 
^^bat tinio wilt thon find him out 

‘Within thirty hours, so ho liave not crossed 
the Xiotliian Firth— If it is to do you a pleasing, 

• 1 Will Bet otf directly, and "wind him as a 


sleuth^ dog tracks the moss-trooper/ ansKwtedt 
Christie. 

‘Bring him hither, thon, and thou wUt 
doser\e good at our hands, which I may soon 
have free moans of bestowing^^n thee.’ 

* Tlianks to your reverence, I put myself in 
your i-everence’s hands. Wo of the 8i>car and 
snaffle walk something recklessly through life ; 
but if a man were worse than he is, your revev* 
enco knows In* must live, and that’s not to bo 
done w’ilbont shifting, I trow.* 

‘Peace, sir, and begone on thine errand— thou 
shalt have a letter trom ns to Sir Plemie.’ 

Chiistie made tw^o steps towards the door; 
then turning back and hesitating, like one who 
w'onld make an imjiertincnt if ho 

dared, he asked w'hat^lie was efco do with the 
wench Mysie Hnpper, V'hom the Southron knight 
had carried off with him. 

‘ Am 1 to bring her liithcr, please your rever- 
ence ? ’ 

‘Hither, you malapeit knave I’ said the 
churchman ; ‘ vomeiiiber you to whom you 
speak i ’ 

‘Ko offence meant,’ replied Christie ; ‘but if 
such is not your will, 1 would carry her to 
Avenel Ca.stle, wlicio a w'ell-favourcd wench W'as. 
never unwelcome.’ 

‘Bring the unfortunate girl to her father’s, 
and bleak no seurril jests hero,’ said the sub- 
])iior— ‘Sec that tJiou guide her in all safety 
and honour.’ • 

‘In safety, surely,’ said the rider, ‘wid in 
such honou;* as lier outbreak ha.s loft her, I bid 
your leverenco farewell, 1 must be on horse 
lieforo cock-erow\’ 

‘What, lu the dark! — how know’cst thou 
which Wijy to go 

‘ I tracked the knight’s horse tiead as iar as 
near to the ford, as we rode along together,’ said 
Cluistie, ‘and 1 observed the lia-ck turn to the 
noilhwMrd. He is lor Edinburgh, I wiH warrant 
you -so soon as daylight comes 1 will be on the 
load again. It is a kcnsjieekle lioof-niark, for 
the shoe was made by old Kckio ol Cannobie — 
I would swear to tlic curve of the cawker.* So 
saying, he (b'paited. 

‘llatelid necessity,* said Father Eustace, 
looking after him, ‘that obliges ns to use such 
im]JcmeTits as these ! But, assailed as wo aro 
on all sides, ami liy all conditions of men, what 
alternative is left i^?— But now let me to my 
most needful task,’ 

Tlie abbot-elect neeordiiigly sat down to writo 
letters, aii’ange onbus, am^tJxke upon liiiu tho 
wdiole cliarge cf an institution which tottered to 
its fall, w'ith the same spirit of ])rou(l and de- 
voted fortitude whejewnth tho commander of a 
fortress, reduced nearly to the last exjircmity, 
calculates w hat means remain to him t(Vprotraot 
the fatal hour of sneeessfiil storm. In tlio mean- 
while, Abbot Boniface, having given a/Kw natinal 
sighs to the dowuifall of the jire-eminence Ikj had 
so long enjoyed amongst Ins brethren, fell fast 
asleep, leaving the w^holc cares and toils ojf oflloe 
to his assistant and successor. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

3>nd when he came to broken briggs, 

He slack'd his 'bow and swam; 

And when he came to grass growing, 

Set doworhis feet ana ran. 

Gil Morrice. 

Wb return to Halbert Gloiidinniug, who, as 
our readers nidy remeinl or, took the high road 
to Edinburgh. His intercourse witli the preacher 
Henry Wai'den, from whom he received a letter 
at the moment of his deliverance, had been 
so brief, that he diod not even learned the name 
of tlio noblomau to whoso care he was rccom- 
meiided. Something like a iiaiuc had been 
8]K)keir, indeed, but he had only comprehended 
that he was td meet tlVo chief advancing towards 
the south, at the hetftl ol‘ a party of liorsc. 
Wlieii day dawned on his journey, he w’as in 
the same uncertainty. A better scholar would 
have been informed by the advlress of the letter, 
but Halbert had not so far prolited by Father 
Eustace’s lessons as to bo able to decipher it. 
His mother- wit taught him that ho must not, 
in such uncertain times, bo too hasty in asking 
information of any one ; and when, alter a long 
day's journey, night surprised him near a little 
village, he began to he dubious and anxious con- 
cerning tliG issue of his journey. 

In a poor country, liospitalily is generally 
exercised frci^ly, and Halbert, when he requested 
a niffht’s quarters, did nothing either degiudiiig 
or extraordinary. The old woman to w'honi ho 
made this request, granted it the more readily, 
that she thought she saw some rescin blame 
between Halbert and her son Saunders, who b.id 
been killed in one of the frays so common in the 
time. It is true, Saunders was a shoi t, square- 
made fellow, -with red hair and a freckled face, 
and somewhat bandy-legged, wdicrea-. the stranger* 
was of^ browm complexion, tall, and remarkahly 
well made. Nevertheless, the w’ldow'^ was clear 
that there existed a general resoinhlance betwixt 
her guest and Saunders, and kindly jnessed him 
to share of her evening cheer. A ])edlar, a man 
of about forty years old, w'^as also her guest, wdio 
talked with great feeling of the iiiisciy of pur- 
suing such a ]:)i'oiessiou as his in the time of w'ar 
and tumult. 

' Wc think much of k^iights and 8oldicis,’snid 
ho ; ‘hut the pedder-eoffc who travels the land 
has need of more eoui-agoithan them all. 1 .*uii 
sure he maim faco mail' risk, (iod help him. 
Here have I coma this length, trusting the godly 
Karl of MuiTay wbuld.hc on his march to the 
llordors, for lie w'as to have guestened with the 
Baron of Avcncl ; and instead of that comes 
news that ho has gone w^estlaiidways about some 
tuilzieeiu Ayrshire. And what to do I w’ot not ; 
for if l*go to tl»o south without a safcgiinrd, the 
next honnie rider I meet might ease me of sack 
an(^pa^, and maybe of my life to boot; and 
then, if I try to 'strike across the moors, I may 
be as ill off before 1 can join myself to that good 
lord’s comi)any.’ 

No one was quicker at catching a hint than 
Halbert Glendinning. Ho said he himself had 
a desire to go westw^ard. The poillar looked at 
him with a vei^ doubtful air, when the old dame, 
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who perhaps thought her young guest resembled 
the uniquliile Saunders, not only in his looks, 
but in a cei-tain prettyiistum to height -uMiand, 
which the defunct was supriosed to have possessed, 
tip^ted him the wink, and assured the pedlar he 
need have no doubt that her young cousin w'as a 
true man. 

‘ Cousin ! ’ said the pedlar ; ‘ I thought you said 
this youth liad been a stranger.* 

‘Ill hcanng makes ill rehearsing,* said tho 
landlady ; ‘ he is a stranger to mo by eye-sight, 
hut that docs not make him a stranger to me by 
blood, more especial]}^ seeing his likeness to my 
son Saunders, ])oor bairn.’ 

Tho i)edJar ’s scrnples and jealousies being tlms 
removed, or at least silenced, the travellers 
agreed tliat they would proceed in company to- 
g<‘thcr the next morning by daybreak, the iiedlar 
acting as a guide to Olcndiniiiiig, and the youth 
as a guard to the pedlar, until they should fall 
in w it h M urray’s dctachnumt of horse. 1 1 would 
appear that the landlady never doubted what 
was to be tho event of this compact, foi, taking 
(Tlendinniiig aside, she charged him ‘to he 
moderate wdth the jmir body, but, at all events, 
not to forget to take a jucce of black sey, to 
make the auld wife a new rokelay.* Halbert 
laughed and took his leave. 

It did not a little appal tho pedlar, when, in 
the midst of a black heath, the young man told 
him the nature of tho commission ivitli which 
their hostess had charged him. Ho took licart, 
how'cvcr, ii])ou seeing the open, frank, ana 
fri(*ndly demeanour of the youth, and vented his 
exclamations on the ungrateful old traitress. ‘ I 
gave her,’ he said, ‘jester-e’en nao farther gane, 
a yard of that very black K(*y, to make her a 
eouvre-ehef ; hut I see it is ill done to teach the 
eat the way to tho kini,’ 

Thus set at ease on the intentions of his com- 
panion (for in those hupj)y days Ihe w'orst was 
alw'dvs to he expected from a stranger), the ]>e(llar 
a<*te(l as Halbert’s guide over moss and moor,, 
over hill and many a dale, in such a direction 
as might best lead them towards the ]*oute of 
Murray’s iwiity. At length they arrived iij)on 
the si(lc of an eminence, wliieh comn^amled a dis- 
tant nrospeet o\c*r a tract of savage and desolate 
moorland, marshy and w'aste-— >an alternate 
change of shingly hill and level morass, auly 
vai'ied by blue stagnant pools of water* A roa<f ^ 
scfireely marked ivindod like a serjwt through ■ 
the wilderness, and the jiodlar, npiiting to it, 
said — ‘ The road from Edinburgn ^to Glasgow. 
Hore we must w'ait, and if Miirr^ and his ti'ain 
bo not already passed by, wc shat] soon sec trace 
of them, unless some new jiurpose shall have 
altered theii* lesolution ; for in those blessed days, 
no man, were he the nearest 'the throne, as the 
Karl of MuiTay may he, knows when he lays his 
head on his ]>illow at night where it is to lie upon 
the following even.* 

Tliey ])aiised accordingly, and sat down, the 
pedlar cautiously using mr a seat the box wliich 
contained liis tieasures, and not coiicealing from 
his compaiiioii that he wore under Ms cloak & 
pistolot hanging at his bolt in case of need, 
was courteous, however, and offered Halbert A 
share of the provisions which he oarrUKl About 
him for refreshment. They were of the 
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kind^-oat-bread baked into cakes, oatmeal slaked 
with cold water, an onion or two, and a morsel of 
smoked ham, completed the feast But such as 
it was, no Scotsman of the time, had his rank 
been much liigher tlian that of Gloudinning, 
would have refused to share in it, ospeoially as 
the pedlar produced, with a mysterious air, a 
tup’s horn, which ho earned slung from his 
shoulders, and which, when its contents were 
examined, ])rodiicod to each party a clam-shell 
full of excellent usquebaugh — a liquor strange to 
Halbert, for the strong waters Known in the 
south of Scotland came from France, and in fact 
snch were but rarely used. The pedlar recom- 
mended it as excellent, said he had procured it 
in his last visit to the braes of Donne, where he 
had securely traded under the safe-conduct of the 
Laird of Buelianan. He also set an cxam])h^ to 
Halbert, by devoutly emptying the cuj) * to the 
speedy downfall of Autienrist.’ 

Their conviviality was scarce ended, ere a 
rising dust was seen on the road of which th(‘y 
commanded the ])roHj)Oct, and lialf-a-acore of 
liorscmoii were dimly descried advancing at coii- 
sidei‘al)lo speed, tlicir casques glancing, and the 
points of their spcais twinkling as tlicy caught a 
glimpse of the sun. 

‘These,’ said the pedlar, ‘must bo the oiit- 
aeonrers 'of Murray’s party ; let us lie down 
in the i)eat-liag, and keep ourselves out of 
sight.’ 

‘And why so?’ said Halbert; ‘let us rather 
go down and make a signal to them.’ 

‘(Sod forbid!’ replied the pedlar; ‘do you 
ken so ill the customs of onr Scottish nation ? 
That plump of spears that are spurring on so fast 
arc doubtless commanded by some wild kinsman 
of iMoiion, or some such (Uriiig fear-nothing as 
neither rcg.iids (lud nor man. It is their busi 
ness, if they meet with any enemies, to pick 
jjmairels and clear llic way of tlicm ; ami the 
diief knous nothing of what luijqtens, corning up 
with his more discreet and moderate friends, it 
may he a In 11 mile in tlie rear. Were wc to go 
near these lads of tlio laird’s belt, your letter 
•would do you little good, and my pack would do 
me mm*kle blsek ill ; they would tii‘1 every steck 
of claitlics from our back, fling us into a moss- 
hag witli a stone at our heels, naked as the hour 
that bi’ought us into this cumbered and sinful 
world, and neither Murray nor any other man 
ever the wiser. But if he did come to ken of it, 
rvhat might he help it ? — it would bo accounted 
a mere mistake, and thoi'o woi'o all the moan 
m wlc. O credit me, youth, that when men draw 
cold steel on each other in their native country, 
they neither can nor may dwell deeply on the 
olleiiecs of those whose swords arc useful to 
them.’ 

'riiej'’ .suflTored, th6refoi*e, the vanguard, as it 
might be termed, of the Earl of Murray’s host to 
]>sss forward ; and it was not long until a denser 
cloud of du.'.t began to rise to the nortliward. 

‘Now,’ said the pedlar, ‘let ns huiTy down 
the hill ; f<ir to toll the truth, ‘ said he, dragging 
llilbeit along earnestly, *a Scottish noble’s 
march is like a serpent — the head is funushed 
with fjng , and the tail hath its sting ; the only 
h'lVTiiUshs point of access is the main body.* 

‘ Inaten as fa^t as you,* said the youth ; 


‘ but tell me why the rearward of such an army 
should be as dangerous as the van ? ' 

* Because, as the vanguard consists of their 
picked wild desperates, resolute for misohief, such 
as neither fear God nor veprd their fellow- 
creatures, but understand tlmmselves bound to 
liuriy from the road whatever is displeasing to 
themsedves so the rearguard consists of mis* 
proud serving-men, who, beiiie^in charge of the 
t>aggagc, take care to amend, by their exactions 
upon travelling-merchants and others, their own 
(hefts on tlicir master’s property. You will hear 
the advanced eiifaiis perduSf at- the French call 
them, and so they arc indeed, lamely, children 
of the fall, singing unclean and fulsome ballads 
of sin and harlotrie. And then will come on the 
middle-ward, when you will hear the canticles 
and psalms sung by the reforming nobles, and 
the gentry, and lioneat and j>ioii.s clergy, by 
w’liom they aie accompanied. And, last of all, 
you will find in the n*ar a legion of godless 
Iack(‘y8, and palfrcniers, and lioi-se-boys, talking 
of nothing but dicing, drinking, and nrabbiiig.^ 

As the pedlar spoke, they had reached the side 
of the high-road, and Murray’s main body was in 
sight, consisting of about three hundred horse, 
inarching w'i til gi*eat regularity, and in a closely- 
compacted body. Some of the troopera wore 
the liveries of their masters, but this was not 
conimou. Most of them wTro dressed in such 
colours jis chance dictated. But the majority, 
being clad in blue cloth, and the* whole armed 
with cuirass and back -plate, wdth sleeves of. mail, 
gauntlets, and poldrooiis, and either mailod hose 
(»r strong jack-hoots, they had something of a 
uniform appearance. Many of the leaders were 
clad in complete armour, and all in a certain 
half military diess, whicli no man of quality in 
those distfirhed times ever felt himself suHiciently 
safe to abandon. 


The foremost of this party immediately rode 
lip to the pedlar and to Halbert Gleildimiing, 
and demanded of them who tliey were. The 
pedlar told his story, the young Glendiniiing 
exliihitcd his letter, which a gentljouan carried 
to AI array. In an instant after, the W’oi'd ‘ Halt 1 * 
WMS given through the squadron, and at once the 
oinvanl heavy trami), which seemed the most 
ilistinctive attribute of the body, ceased, and was 
lieaid no more. The command was announced 
that the troop should ‘‘halt here for an hour to 
lefrcsh tliomsclvcs and their horses. Tlie pedlar 
w'as as>urod of safe priitcetion, and accommodated 
with the use of a baggage horse. But at the 
.same time he was ordered int** the rear ; a com- 
mand which he reluctantly obeyed, and not 
without wringing jiathotically the band of Hal- 
bei’t as ho sepanited from him. 

The young heir of Gleudearg was in the mean- 
while conducted to a plot of ground moA raised, 
and therefore drier than the i^est of the moor. 
Here a carpet was flung on the groijjifl by way 
of tablcclotii, and around it sat the leaders of 
the ]>arty, partaking of an entertainment as coarse 
with relation to their rank, as that wliich Glen- 
dinning had so lately shared. MuiTay himself 
rose as he came forwaid, and advanced a step to 
meet him. 

This celebi‘ated jierson had in his appearanoe, 
as well os in his mind, much of the amicable 
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qualities of James V., his father. Had uot the 
stain of illegitimacy rested upon his birth, he 
would have tilled the Scottisli throne with as 
much honour as anv of the Stuai't race. But 
history, while she%cknowloilge8 his high talents, 
and much that was princely, nay, royal, in his 
conduct, cannot forget that ambition led him 
farther than honour or luvalty warranted. Brave 
amongst the hVavest, lair in presence and in 
favour, skilful to manage tlie most intricate 
affairs, to attach to himself those who were 
doubtful, to stun and overwhelm, by the sudden- 
ness and intrcindity of his oiitcrnriRcs, those 
who wore resolute in resistance, he attained, 
and as to i)ersoual merit eeriainly dcserv(*d, the 
highest* place in the kingdom. But he abused, 
under the iriffheiicc of strong temptation, the 
opportunities which his sdster Mary’s misfortunes 
and imprudence threw in his way ; he sii])plaiited 
liis sovereign and benefaetresa in her ))owcr, and 
JlIs history affords us one of those mixed cha- 
racters, in which principle was so of‘len sacrificed 
to policy, that wo must condemn the .statesman 
while wo pity and regret the individual. Many 
events in his life gave likelihood to the charge 
that ho himself aimed at the crown : and it is 
too true that he countenanced the fatal expedient 
of establishing an English, that is, a foi'cign and 
a hostile, interest hi the councils of Scotland, 
liut his death may b(3 rccei\ cd as an atonement 
for his ofienclB, and may scitc to show how much 
inorq^safe is the person of a real patriot, than 
that of the tikto head of a faction, uho is ac- 
counted answerable tor the oireiiees of his meanest 
attendants 

When Murray approached, the young rustic 
was natuially abaslied at the dignity of his pre- 
sence. The eommaiiding foim and the counten- 
ance to which high and important thoughts ^\cre 
familiar, the featnre.s >\hich bore the resemblance 
of Scotland’s long line of kings, 'were 'well cal- 
culated to impre^-s aw e and reverence. His dicas 
had little to uistiiiguish him from the high-boni 
nobles and barons by w horn he wa.-. attended. A 
buff-eoat, richly embroidered with silken lace, 
supplied the ])lneo of annour ; and a massive 

S id chain, with its medal, hung round his neck. 

is black velvet bonnet was decorated 'iNith a 
string of large and fair pearls, and with a small 
tufted feather ; a long heavy sword w’as girt to 
his side, as the familiar companion of his hand. 
He wore gilded spurs oi#liis hoots, and these 
completed his equipment. 

‘This letter,’ alie said, ‘is from the godly 
preacher of the v?brd, Hemy AVai-deu, young 
Tuau ; is it not so ? ’ Halbert answ^ered in tlio 
affirmative. ‘And he writes to us, it would 
seem, in some strait, and refers us to you for the 
cireum^iices. Let us know, I pray you, how 
things stand with him.' 

In BC|ne iierturbation Halbert Gloudinning 
gay% an ^account of the circiimstanees wdiiou 
had accompanied the pmeher’a imprisonment, 
'^en he came to the discussion of the hand- 
faffing engagement, ho w^as struck with the 
ominous and displeased expression of Murray’s 
brows, and, contrary to all prudential and politic 
rule, seeing something was wrong, yet not W'gU 
aware what that something was, had almost 
atbpped short in his narrative. 


‘What a4ls the fooH' said the earl, draw- 
ing his dark-red eyebrows toother, while the 
same dusky glow kindled on liis brow^ — ‘Hast 
thou not learned to tell a true tale without 
stammering?’ 

‘So please you,’ answered Halbert, with cou- 
siderahlc achlress, * I have never before spoken in 
such a presenee.’ 

‘Ho seems a modest youth,* said Muiray, 
turning to his next attendant, ‘and yet one wiio 
ill a good cause will neither fear friend nor foe. 
— Si>eak on, friend, and sj>cak freely.’ 

Halbert then gave an account of the quarrel 
betwixt Julian Avenel and the preacher, wiiich 
the earl, biting his lip the while, C()mj)ellod him- 
self to listen to as a thing of indiireronec. At 
first he appeared even to lake the pait of the 
baron. 

‘ llcniy Warden,* ho said, ‘is too hot in his 
zeal. The law^ both of God mid man maketli 
allow'anec for certain alliances, Ibougb not strictly 
formal, and the issue of such may succeed.* 

This general declaration be expressed, accom- 
panying it with a glance arouiiti ui>on Ibc few 
follow CIS wiio were present at this interview^. 
The most of tliciii answ ered — ‘ There is no con- 
travening that;' but one or two looked on the 
ground, and were silent. Mini ay then turned 
again to Glendinning, (oiiimunding him to say 
what next diaiieed, and not to omit any par- 
ticular. When he mentioned tlie manner in 
which Julian had cast fi*om him his concubine, 
MniTaydrcwa deep breath, set his teeth hard, 
and laid his hand on tlie liilt of his dagger, 
(’anting his eyes once more around the circle, 
which was now' augmented by one or two of the 
ivfoimed prca(*h(*rs, ho seemed to devour his 
rage in silence, iiiirl again commniided Halbert 
to proceed. When he came to de.«cribo liow 
Walden bad been dragged to a dungeon, the 
earl seemed to liave found the ]ioiut at which he 
might give \ent to his ow'ii re‘-eiitiiient, secure ot 
the sympathy and appiohation of all who WTre 
present. ‘Judge you,’ he said, looking to those 
around him, ‘judge you, my pecis, and noble 
gentlemen of Scotlaml, betwixt me and this 
Julian Avenel — ho lialli biokcn his own w’ord, 
and hath violated my safe-i oiiduet — and judge 
you also, my revereini lirethnii, he hath put his. 
hand foith upon a ]>rcaehor of the gos]>eI, and 
|>erehanee may sell his blood lo the worshippers' 
of Antichrist ! ' 

‘ FiOt him die the death of a traitor,* said the 
secular chiefs, ‘and let his tongue be stfiiok 
through with the hangman's fiery iron lo avenge 
his j»oi jury ! * 

* liOt him go down to his jilace with Baal's 
priests,’ said the preachers, ‘and be his ashes 
east into To] diet ! ’ 

Murray heard them with the smile of expected 
revenge ; yet it is probable that the liviital treat- 
ment of the female, whose ciicumstances some- 
what resembled those of the carl’s own mother, 
had its share in the grim smile which curled his. 
suiihumt cheek and its haughty lip. To Halbert 
Olendinniug, when his narrative was finished, 
he 8i>oke with great kindness. 

‘He is a bold and gallant youth,* said ho to. 
those around, ' and formed of the stuff whieb 
becomes a bustling time. There are plrilo^ 
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wlion men’s spirits shine bravely through them. 
I will know something more of him.’ 

Ho questioned him more particularly ooncoru- 
ing the Baron of Avenel's probable forces — the 
strength of Ids castle— the dispositions of his 
next heir, and this brought necessarily forward 
the sad history of liis brotlier’s daughter, Mary 
Avenel, whicli was told with an embarrassment 
that did not esoa])« Murray. 

*Ha! Julian Aveiicl,* he said, ‘and do you 
provoke my resentmcMit, when you have so much 
more reason to deprecate my .justice ! I knew 
Walter Aveiicl, a true Scotsman and a goixl 
soldier. Our sister the Qin*ou must right his 
daughter ; and were her bud restored, she would 
be a fitting bride to some bravo man who may 
better merit our favour than the traitor Juli'iii.’ 
— Then looking at llalbcit, he said, ‘Ait thou 
of gentle blood, young man ^ ’ 

Halbert, with a faltering and uncertain voice, 
began to speak of his distant pret ensions to claim 
a descent from tlic ancient Olcndoiiwynes of 
Galloway, when ^lurray interrupted him with a 
smile : 

‘Nay — nay — leave pedigrees to bards and 
lieralrls. In our days each man is tlu‘ son of lib 
own deeds. The glorious light ol ivibrnialion 
liath shone alike on prineo and ]ieii„sant ; and 
peasant as well as prince may be illiistiutcd by 
tightiug in its defence. It is a .stirring worhf, 
where all may advance tlicms'dvcs who have 
stout hearts and strong arms. Tell me frankly 
why thou hast loft thy father’s lioiiso.’ 

Halbert Glondiiming inach* a fiauk coure.ssion 
of his duel with IMcrcio Shafton, and mcutioiKsl 
his supposed death. 

‘By my hand,’ said Murray, ‘ thou art a bold 
sjiarrow hawk, to match thee so early with such 
a kite as l*iercic Sliaftoii. tihiceu Kli/abeth would 
give her glove filled with gold crowns to know 
that meddling coxcomb to bo under the sod. — 
Would she not, Moiton ’ 

‘Ay, by my woisl, and esteem lif'i* glove a 
better gilt tban tbe ero\vii.s,’ leplicd Morton, 
‘which few Border lads like this fellow will 
esteem just valuation.’ 

* But what shall avo (h) witli this young lionii- 
cido ? ’ said Murray ; ‘ what will our ]u-cacliers 
way?’ 

•Tell tliem of Moses and of ilouaiah,’ said 
Morton ; ‘ it is but the smiting of uii Egyptian 
when all is said out.’ 

‘ Let it be so,’ said Murray, laughing ; ‘ but we 
will bur> the tale, as the prophet did the body, 
in the sand. I will take care of this swankie. — 
Be near to us, Gleudinning, since that .is thy 
name. Wo retain tlioe as a squire of our house- 
hold. The master of our horse Avill see tlico fully 
equipped and armed.’ 

During the expedition which he was now en- 
gaged in, MniTay found several oppoitunitios of 
putting Glendinning’s courage and ]>resenco of 
mind to the test, and he began to rise so rapidly 
in his esteem, that those who know the earl eon* 
sidered the youth’s fortune as certain. One step 
only was wanting to raise him to a still higlier 
dogroo of eonfideiico and favour — it was the 
amuration of the Topish religion. The ministers 
Wo q^nded upon Miuvay, and formed his chief 
SApport amongql the neouk. found en. «asv I 


convert in Halbert Glendiuning, who, from his ^ 
earliest days, had never felt much devotibu 
towards tlie Catholio faith, and who listened 
eagerly to more reasonable vioAvs of religion. By 
thus adopting the faith of hil master, he lose 
higher in his favour, and was constantly about 
his i)eison during his prolong«»d stay in the west 
of Scotland, Avhich the intractability of those 
Avhom the earl had to deal with, protracted ftom 
day to day and Aveek to week. 


CHAPTER XXXVI, 

r.iint the din of battle bnay’d 
Distant down the nollow wina ; 

W.ii .uid teiror fled*befurc, 

Wounds .ind dc.ith were left behind. 

Penrose. 

The autumn of the year Avas Avell advanced, 
AA’hcn the Karl of Morton, one morning, rather 
nnoxpecttslly entered the ante - chamber of 
Murray, in Avhich Halbert Gleudinning Avas in 
Availing. 

‘Call your master, Halbert,* .said the earl ; ‘I 
liavc news for liini from Toviotdale ; and for you 
loo, Gleudinning.— NeAvs ! neAA's ! my Lord of 
Murray ! ’ he exclaimed at the door of the earl’s 
bedroom ; ‘come forth imstantly.* ’riiecarlap- 
])oar(‘(rand greeted his ally, demaiWing cagcily- 
liis tidings. c 

‘ I Iiave had a sure friend aa iih me from the 
south,’ said Morton ; ‘ lie has been at Saint Mary’s 
Monasleiy, and brings im 2 >ortant tidings.’ 

‘ or \\ hat eomple.xioii ? ’ said M urray ; ‘ and can 
you triLst the bearer 

‘He ia faith fill, on my life,’ said Morton; ‘I 
AAi-»h all around your lordahii) may j>rove equally 
so.* 

‘ At what and whom do you 2 »oiut I ’ defhanded 
MiiiT.iy. 

* lleie is the Egy]»tian of tnisty Halbert Glen- 
dinning, 0111 southland Mo.ses, (Mime alive again, 
and lloiirisliiiig, gay and briglit as over, in that 
T(*Aiotdale Go.slieii, the Halidomo of Kenua* 
(pihair.’ 

‘ Wh.it mean you, my lord ?’ said Murray. 

‘ Only that your iicav liciieliman has jmt a false 
tale ujion ytiu. riercie Pfnaftoii is alive and w'ell ; 
by I lie same token tha t the gull is thought to ho 
detained there by love to n miller’s daughter, 
who roamed tlie country Avith him in disguise.* 

‘Gleudinning,’ said Mun*ay* \^euding his brow 
into liis darkest frown, ‘thou hast not, I trust, 
dared to bring inc a lie in thy mouth, in order to 
AA’in my eonfideneo ? ’ 

‘ My lord,' said HalboH, * I am incapable of a 
lie. 1 should clioke on one wore my life tOi^uire 
that I pronounced it. 1 say that this sword of 
my father was through the body— tlie pQiat came 
out behind his back— the liilt jiressod iipDn«*his 
breast-bone. And 1 Avill ]>lunge it as deep in tho 
body of any one who shall dare to charge me with 
falsehood.’ 

‘How, fellow I ’ said Morton ; ‘wouldst thou 
beard a nobleman ? ' 

‘ Be silent, Halbert,’ said Murray ; ‘and you, 
my Lord of Morton, forbear him. 1 |»ee truths 

wriftAn rm hia hrnw.* 
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*1 wish the inside of the mauuscrint ma^ 
<}orre8i>oad with the snperscriptiou,’ replied his 
inoi’e silsniciciiis ally. ^ Look to it, my ford, you 
'will one oay lose voitr life by too mncli coiitidence.* 

' And you will bse your friends by being too 
readily snspiuioiis,^ answered Murray. ‘ Enough 
of this— “let me hear thy tidings.’ 

‘Sir John Foster,’ seid Morton, ‘is about to 
send a fiarty inio Scotland to waste the Ilali- 
•dome.’ 

‘ How ! without waiting iny presence and 
ponnission?’ said Murray— ‘he is mud— will he 
«coine as an enemy into the Queen’s country V 

*He has EU/al)Cth’s express orders,’ answered 
Morton, ‘and they arc not to be trilled with. 
Indccdf.bis niaivli li.is been more than once pro- 
jected and laid aside the time ue have 

l)een here, and has caused much alarm at Kenua- 
•<tuhair. Boniface, the old abbot, lias resigned, 
and whom, think yon, tlicy have chosen in his 
'lilaee ? ’ 

*No one, surely,’ said Murray; Mliey would 
presume to hold no election until the '(Queen’s 
pleasure and mine were known t ’ 

Morton shrugged his shouldeis — ‘They have 
•chosen the pupil of old Cardinal Ijealouii, tliat 
wily detetmined champion of Homo, tlie bosom- 
friend of our busy Primate of Saint Andrews. 
Eustace, late the Sub-Prior of Kemiaqnliair, is 
Jiow its abbot, and, like a second P()[ie Juliiis, is 
levying men and making musters to light >vith 
Foster if he Ames fonvard.’ 

* Wo must prevent that meeting,' wiid Murray 
hastily ; ‘ whichever party wins the day, it were 
a fatal encounter for us — Who commjiids the 
tvom> of the abbot ? ’ 

‘ Our faithful old friend, Julian A vend, nothing 
loss,’ answered Moitou. 

‘Olendinning,’ said Murray, ‘sound liunspets 
to horse directly, and let all wlio love u.s get on 
horseback without delay.— Yes, my loid, this 
were iiftleed a fatal dilemma. If ue lake i>art 
with our English friends, the eountiy will eiy 
diame on us— the very old >\ives will attack us 
with their rocks and spindles —the v<‘i'y stones of 
the street will rise up against us -we cannot set 
•our fact* to bueh a deed of infamy. And my 
sister, whose eoiilideiico 1 already have sudi dilli- 
eulty in preserving, will allugelhei withdraw it 
from me. Then, were w'o to oiJpose the English 
Warden, Eli/ahetli woultl call it a jn otocling of 
her enemies, and what nut, and w'c should lose 
her.* 

‘Tlio she-draffon,’ said Morton, ‘is the best 
card ill our ])ackT and yet I would not willingly 
stand still and sec English hhules carve Scots 
flesh — What say you to loitering by the w’ay, 
Tuareliing far and easy for fear of siK)iling our 
horaosJ They might then fight dog fight bull, 
tight ofbot light archer, and no one could blame 
ns for what ohauced when we were not jircseiit.’ 

‘ All lipuld blame us, James Douglas,’ iO])Ued 
Mufray ; ‘ we should lose both sides — w'e had 
better advance with the utmost celerity, and do 
what we can to keej) the peace betwixt them. 
—1 would the img that brought T’icrcio Shaftou 
hither had lirokeu his neck over the highest 
henoli in Northumberland! — He is a proper 
coxcomb to mako all this bustle about, and to 
occasion perhaps a national war ! * 




‘ Had we known in time,* said Douglas, ‘ w^ 
might have had him privily waited upon as he 
cntei cd the Bordem ; there are stra}))»ing lad.s 
enough would have rid us of him for the lucre 
of his spur-whang.* But to the saddle, James 
Stuart, since so the ])hrase goes. 1 hoar your 
ti uni pots sound to hor.se and away — we shall 
soon see which nag is best breathed.* 

Follow'cd by a train of about throe hundred 
w’dl-mounted men-at-arms, those two poweriul 
barons directed their course to Dumfries, and 
Irom thence eastward to Tevioidale, marching at 
a rate whicli, as Morton had foretold, soon dis- 
abled a good many of tlieir lioises, so that when 
they ai>pioaehe(l the scene of expected action, 
there weie not above two hundred of tlieir train 
remaining in a body, and of these most wore 
nionnted on steeds which had been sorely 
jaded. 

They bad hitherto, been amined and agitated 
by various reports eonceriiing the advanie of the 
English soldiers and the degree of resistance 
which the abbot was able to 0]»]>osc to them. 
But when they were six or seven miles from 
Saint Mary’s ot Keiinaquhair, a gentleman of the 
eountiy, wliom Murray had summoned to attend 
him, and on whose intelligence lie knew he could 
rely, arrived at the liead of two or thiec sci^ants, 
‘bloody with spin ling, fiery letl with haste.* 
Aecoiding to his report, Sir John Foster, alter 
.seveial times announcing, and as often delaying, 
his intemled ineuision, had at last been so stung 
with the news that Piereic Shaitou w'as openly 
ie.siding within tlie Ilalidomc, that ho detcrniincil 
to exeeuto the command of hi^ mistress, wdiieh 
directed him, at e\eiy risk, to make himself 
ma.ster of the EiipJmist’s peison. The abbot’s 
unceasing exertions had collected a body ol men 
.ilmost C(]iial in number to those of the English 
Walden, but less pvaetised in arms. They w'cro 
united under the eommand of Julian Aveiiol, and 
it was npjirehended they would join liattle upon 
the banks of a small stream wdiieh forms the verge 
of the Ilalidomc. 

‘ Who knows the ])laee ? ’ said Murray. 

‘ I do, my lord,’ answered (lleiidinning. 

* ’Tis well,’ said the call; ‘take a score of 
the best mounted hoise- make W’liat haste tliou 
const, and annouuee to them that 1 am coming 
up instantly with a strong power, and will cut 
to ineces, without nieuy, whiehevor party strikes 
the first blow'. — Davidson,’ said be to the gentle- 
man w'ho 1)1 ought the intelligence, * thou slialt 
he my guide. — Hie thee on, (alendhinmg — Say 
to Foster I conjure him, as he res]>eets his mis- 
tress’s service, that ho will have the matter in 
my hands— Say to the abbot, I will burn the 
Monastery over his head, if ho strikes a stroke 
till I come— Tell the dog, Julian Avenel, that 
he hath already one deep score to settle wiUi 
me — 1 will set his head on the top of the highest 
pinnacle of Saint Mary’s, if he presume to open 
another. l\fake haste, and spare not the spur 
J‘or fear of spoiling horse-flesh.^ 

‘ Your bidding shall be obeyed, my lord,* said 
Olendinning ; and, choosing those whose horsei 
were in best ])light to be his attendants, he w«nt 
ofl* as fast as the jaded state of their oatalry per* 
' ■ 
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snitted. Hill and lioUow vauished firom under 
the feet of the chargers. 

They had not ridden half the way, when they 
met stiugglers coining off from the field, whose 
appearance announced that the conflict was 
be^m. Two supported in their arms a third, 
their elder brother, who was nierced with an 
arrow through the body. Halbert, who knew 
them to belong to the Halidome, called thom 
by their names, and questioned them of the 
state of the affray ; but just then, in spite of 
their efforts to retain him in the saddle, thcii 
brother dropped from the horse, and they dis- 
mounted in haste to I'eceive his last breath. 
From men thus engaged no information was 
to bo obtained. Olendiniiing therefore iiushod 
oil with his little troop, the more anxiously, 
as ho perceived other stragglers, bearing Saint 
Andrew’s cross upon their caps and corselets, 
flying ajtparently from the field of battle. Most 
ot these, when they wore aware of a body of 
horsemen approaching on tlie road, held to the 
one hand or the other, at such a dislaiiec as 
l>rocluded coming to speech of them. Others, 
■whoso fear was more intense, kept the oinvaid 
road, galloping wildly as fast as their horses 
could carry them, and when questioned, only 
glared without reply on those who spoke to 
them, and rode on without drawing bridle. 
Several of these were also known to Hnlliert, 
who had therefore no doubt, from the circum- 
stauees in which he met them, that the men of 
the Ilalulonie were defeated. lie b<‘caiiic now 
unspeakably anxious couconiiiig the fate of his 
brother, who, he could not doubt, must have 
been engaged in the affray. He therefore iii- 
ci'easod tiie speed of his liorso, so that not above 
five or six of his followers could keep up with 
him. At length he reached a little hill, at the 
doseeiit of which, surrounded by a semicircular 
swoe|» of a small stream, lay the jdaiii which 
had uooii the scene of the skirmish. 

It was a melancholy spectacle. War and 
terror, to use the cxiu’ossioii of the ]»oet, had 
rushed on to the field, and left only wounds ami 
death behind them. The battle had I icon stoutly 
contested, as was almost always Die case w'lth 
these Boi'der skirmishes, where ancient haired 
and mutual injuries made men stubborn in 
maintaining the cfiuso of their conflict. Towards 
the innldle of the plain, there lay the bodies of 
several men who had iallcii in the very act of 
grappling with the enemy ; and tliere were seen 
countenaliiees wliicdi still bore the stern expres- 
sion of uiiextiiiguishablo hate and defiance, 
hamls which ela.sped the hilt of the broken 
falchion, or strove in vain to jduck tlie deadly 
arrow from the wound. Some were wonjided, 
and, cowed of the courage they had lately showm, 
were begging aid, and craving water, in a tone 
of melanohoTv deivression, while othere tried to 
teach the faltering tongue to pronounce some 
half-forgotten prayer, which, even when first 
learned, they had but half understood. Halbert, 
uncertain what oourso he was next to pmsne, 
rode through the plain to see if, among the dead 
or wounded, he could discover any ti’aces of his 
brother Edward. Ho exiierienced no intemtp- 
,tion fVom the English. A distant ch»nd of dust 
amioiij^d that they were still the 


scattered fugitives, and he guessed that to ap* 
proach them with his followers until they were 
again under some command, woiild be to throw 
away his own life and that of his men, whom 
the victors would instantly confound with the 
Scots a^inst whom they haiF been successful. 
He resolved, therefore, to i»au8e until Murrey 
camo lip with his foines, to which ho was the 
more readily moved, as he head’d the trumpets 
of the English Warden sounding the retreat, and 
recalling from the pursuit. He drew his men 
together, and made a stand in an ad ;antagoous 
s[>ot of giound, which had been occupied by the 
Scots ill the beginning of the action, and most 
fiercely disputed while the skirmish lasted. 

While he stood here, Halbert’s car was assailed 
by the feeble moan of a woman, pliich no had 
not expected to hear anpfl that scene until the 
retreat of < lie loes had ])ermittcd the relations of 
the slain to approach, lor the pur)>ose of ])aying 
them the last duties. He looked with anxiety, 
and at length observed that, by the body oi a 
knight in bright annour, whose crest, though 
8oil(‘d and broken, still showed the marks of rank 
and birth, there sat a female w'rajqied in a horsc- 
niaii’s cloak, and holding something pressed 
against her bosom, which he soon discovered to 
he a child. He glanced towards the English. 
They advanced not, and the continued alnl pro- 
longed sound of their trumpets, with the shouts 
ol the leaders, anuoiiueea that their powers 
Avould not be instantly leasscmblefl. He had, 
therefore, n moment to look alter this mifortmiat© 
woman. He gaio his horse to a spearman as 
ho disinoiiiitcd, and, approaching the unhappy 
female, asked her, in the most soothing tone 
he could assume, whether he could assist her in 
her distress. The mourner made him no direct 
aii.swTr ; bitt eiuleavoiii iiig, with a trembling 
and iiiiskilfnl band, to umio the 6])rings of the 
visor and goiget, said, in a tone of impatient 
giict, ‘0, he w(»iild recover instantly ^uld I 
hut give him aii' — land and living, lile and 
honour, would I give for the power of undoing 
these cruel iron j Waitings that suffocalo him r 
He that W'oiild soothe sorrow' must not argue on 
the vanity of the most deceitful liones. The 
body lay a.s that of one whose last uraughi of 
vital air had been drawn, and wdio must never 
moie have concern with the nether sky. But 
Halbert Gleiidiiining liiilbd not to raise the visor 
and cast loose the goiget, when, to his great 
surpri.se, he recogniseS the }mlo face of Julian 
Avcnel, His last fight was over, the fierce and 
turbid spint had de]>arted in strife m which 
it had so long delighted. 

'Alas! he is said Halbert, speaking 

to tlie young w'oman, in whom he liad now no 
dilfieulty of knowing the iinhai>py Cathoruie. 

‘0 no, no, no,* she mteretoa, *do i\]tt say 
80 ^ — he is not dead— he is but in a swqon. i 
have lain as long in one myself —and jAien his 
voice would arouse me, wdion he spoke kimlly, 
and said, Catherine, look up for my soke. — ^Ana 
look up, Julian, for mine t ’ she said, addressing 
tive senseless corpse ; ' I know you do but counter- 
feit to frighten mo ; but I am not frightened/ 
she added, with an hysterical attempt to laiigVl 
and then instantly ^hanging her tone, entre^eg 
him to ' speak, were it bat to curse my foHy* 
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Oh, the rudest word you ever said to me would 
now sound like the deai^st you wasted on me 
bufore 1 gave you all. Lift him ii])/ she said, 
‘ lift him uji, for God’s sake !— have you no 
comimssioii ? He promised to wed me it 1 bore 
him a boy, and Mils child is so like to its father ! 
— How shall ho keep his word if you do not lielp 
me to awaken him ? — Christie of the Cliiithilf, 
Rowley, Ilutcheon ! ye were constant at his 
feast, but yo*flcd from him at the fray, false 
villains as ye are ! ’ 

* Not I, by Heaven ! * said a dying man, who 
made some shift to raise himself on his elbow, 
and discovered to Halbert the well, known 
features of Christie ; ‘ I fh*d not a foot, and a 
man can hut fight u liilo his breath lasts -mine 
is going fast. — So, youngster,’ said he, looking 
at Glendiiinilig, aiid%eeing his military dress, 
‘thou liast ta’en the^hasiicfc at last it is a 
better cap to live in than die in. I would 
chance liad sent thy brother here instead theie 
was good in him — hut thou ait as wiM, and will 
soon he as wicked, as myself.’ 

‘ God forbid ! ’ said Ilalhert hastily. 

‘Marry and amen, with all my heart,* said 
the wounded man ; ‘there will be eomjiaiiy enow 
without thee where 1 am going. Hut, God he 

I iraisod, 1 had iiu hand in that wdekedness,’ said 
ic, looking to i>oor Catheiine j and with some 
exclamation in his mouth, that sounded betwixt 
a prayer and a curse, tlie soul ol Christie ol the 
CTinthill to#: wing to the last account. 

Deeply wiapiied in the painful iiitiucst which 
thoSo shocking ovenls had excited, Glendinning 
forgot fora moment Ins own silimliuii and duties, 
and W'as first recalled to them by a trampling of 
horse, and the cry ol Saint (feoige lor England, 
which the Kiiglisli soldieis still eoiitiiiuGl to use. 
His hand fid of men, loi most of tlte stragglers 
hud waited for Murray’s coming up, remained 
oil hoiscbaek, lioldiiig their lances iijiright, 
having^ no command either to submit or lesist. 

‘There stands our eajitairi,’ said one ol them, 
as a strong jiarty of English came up, the van- 
guard of Foster’s troop. 

‘ Your cajitain ! wdth his sw'ord sheathed, and 
on foot in the presciieo of liis enciiiy? a raw^ 
soldier, I warrant liini,’ said the Fhiglish leader. 

‘ So ho ! young man, is your dieain out, and 
will you now answer me if you will fight oi fly ( ' 
‘Neither,* answTreik Ilalhert Glendiiming, 
wdth groat tranquillity. 

‘Then thiw down thjasword and yield thee,’ 

* answered the Englishman. 

‘Not till I can help myself no otlierwdse,’ said 
Halbert, with tnc*same moderation of tone and 
manner. 

‘Art thou for thine own hand, friend, or to 
whom dost thou owe servicer demanded the 
Engliih captain. 

‘ xo^the noble Earl of Murray.* 

‘Thto thou sorvest,’ said the Southron, ‘the 
meat (utloyal nobleman who breathes— false 
bow to England and Scotland.’ 

‘Tliou Host,’ said Glendiiming, regardless of 
all consequences. 

‘ Ha ) art thou so hot now, and wert so cold 
but a minute since ? I lie, do I ? Wilt thou do 
battle with me on that quarrel 1 ’ 

* With one to one— one to tvo— or two to five, 
io6* 


as you list,’ said Halbert Gleiidiuniiig ; ‘grant 
me but a fair field.’ 

‘Tliat thou shalt have. — Stand b.>ek, my 
mates,* said the brave Englishman. ‘ If 1 fall, 
mve him fair |ilay, and let him go oil' free w ith 
his people.’ 

‘ Long life to the noble captain 1 ’ cried the 
soldiers, as inq>atieiit to see the duel as if it had 
l)cen a bull-baiting. 

‘Ho will have a short life of it, though,’ said 
the sergeant, ‘ if he, an old man of sixty, is to 
fight foih any reason, or for no reason, with 
every mun he meets, and esiiecially tlio young 
fellows ho might he father to.— And here comes 
the Warden hosidcs, to see the sword-play,' 

In fact, Sir .Tuhii Foster came up with a 
consideiahlc body of his hoi*sem6n, just as his 
captain, whoso ago rendeicd him unequal to the 
eomhat with so strong and active a youtli as 
Glendinning, was do]uivcd of bis sw’ord. 

‘Take it up for shame, old Siawartli Holton,’ 
said the English Waiden ; ‘and thou, young man, 
tell me who and what tliuu ail ^ ’ 

‘A follower of the Eail of Murray, who boro 
his will fo your honour,’ answered (Heudiiiniiig ; 
— ‘but heie lie comes to siiy it himself; I ste 
the vail of his lioi semen come ov'cr the hills.’ 

‘Get into older, my masteis,’ said Sir .lolui 
Foster to his followers ; ‘you tliat liave broken 
your sjiears, di'aw'^ your swords. We are some- 
thing uiij)ro\ide(l lor a second fhdd, hut it 
yoiuler daik tloud on llie hill-edge bring i^s 
foul weather, we must heui ns liiuvely as oui 
broken cloaks w ill hide it . Meanw Idle, Stawai Ih, 
wc li.ave got the deer we liuve hunted foi — Jiere 
is Vieieie Hliafton hard and fast betwixt two 
trooiK'is.’ 

‘ Who, that lad f ’ said Holton ; ‘ he is no moie 
Pieuie Mialton than I am. llt‘ liath his gay 
cloak, indeed- hut J’icreie Shafton is a rouiul 
dozen of years older than that slip of roguery. 

1 have kuow’ij him siiiee he was thus higli. Did 
you never see him in the tilt-yard or in the 
presence { ’ 

‘ To the devil with sueh vanities ! * said Sir 
John Foster; ‘when had I leisure for them or 
anything else? During my whole life has she 
kept me to this hangman’s ofliee, chasing thieves 
one day and traitors another, in daily fear of iny 
life ; the lance never liung up in the hall, the 
foot never out of the stirnij), the saddles never 
off iny nags’ backs ; and now, hecuuso I havc' 
been mistaken in the person of a man I never 
sawr, I warrant me, the next lettiu’S ffom the 
Privy Council will rate mo as I w^ore a dog — a 
man w'cre better dead than thus slaved and 
harassed.’ 

A tnimpot interrujited Foster’s complaints, 
and a Scottish pursuivant who attended, aeelarcd 
‘that the noble Earl of Murray desired, in all 
honour and safety, a pereozial conference with 
Sir John Foster, midway hetwocu theii* parties, 
with six of company in each, and ten free 
minutes to ooine and go.’ 

‘And nowr,’ said the Englishman, ‘oomes 
another plague. 1 must go speak with yonder 
false Scot, and ho knows how to frame his 
devices, to east dnst in the eyes of a plsiu man, 
as well as ever a knave in the north. 1 am 
match for him in worfis^ and for hard 
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but too ill provided. — Pursuivant, we grant 
the conference — And you, Sir Swordsman’ 
(speaking to young Glendinning), ‘ draw oif with 
your troopers to your own party — march — attend 
your earrs trumpet. — Stowarth IJolton, put our 
troop ill order, and be ready to move forward at 
the wagging of a finger. — (iot you gone to your 
own friends, I tell you, Sir Squire, and loiter 
not here,’ 

Notwithstanding this ]>oremT)tory order, Hal- 
bert Glendinning could not iielp sto])ping to 
cast a look upon the unfortunate Catherine, who 
la^ insensible of the danger and of the traiiijding 
ol so many lioi’ses around her, insensible, as the 
second glance assured him, of all and for over, 
irlendinning almost rejoiced when ho saw that 
the last misery of life was over, and that the 
hoofs of the war-horses, amongst wliich lie was 
•comi»elled to leave her, could only injuie and 
•deface a senseless corpse. Ho caught the infant 
from her amis, hall ashamed of the shout of 
laughter which rose on all si<lcs, at seeing an 
armed man in such a situation assume such an 
unwonted and incoiivoniont burden. 

* Shoulder your infant ! ’ crie<l a harquo- 
biisier. 

* Port your infant ! ’ said a jiikcnian. 

‘Peace, ye brutes,’ said Stawarth Bolton, 

‘and respect humanity in others if you have 
none yourselves. I pardon the hid liaviiig done 
some discredit to my grey hairs, »heii I see him 
take care of that helpless ereatuiv, which ye 
would liave trampled upon as if ye had been 
littered of bitch-wolves, not born of women.’ ^ 

'While this passed, the leaders on either side 
met ill the iieutial sjiaco betwixt the forces of 
either, and the earl accosted the English Warden : 
‘Is this fair or honest usagi*. Sir John, or lor 
whom do you hold the Earl of Morton and 
myself, that you ride iu Scotland with arraynl 
banner, fight, slay, and make prisoners at your 
‘Owii pleasure ? Is it well done, think you, to 
«poil our land and shed our blood, after the 
many })roofs we have given to your mistress of 
our devotion due to her will, ba\iiig always the 
allegianoo due to our own sovereign ^ ’ 

‘My Lord of Murray,’ auswi'ied Foster, ‘all 
ihe world knows you to be u man of quick 
ingine and deep wisdom, and these several 
weeks have you hold me in hand with promis- 
ing to arrest my sovereign mistress’s rebel, 
this Piercie Shafton of Wilverloii, and you 
have never kept your wonl, alleging turmoils 
in the west, and I wot not what other causes of 
lundraiiec. Now, since he has had the insoloncc 
to return hither, and live openly within ten 
miles of England, I could no longer, in ]>lain 
duty to my mistress and Queen, tfirry upon your 
. successive delays, and therefore I liave used her 
force to take her rebel, by the strong hand, 
wherever I can find him.’ 

‘ And is rtereie Shafton in your hands, then ? * 
said the Eaii of Murray. * Be aware that I may 
not, without my own great shame, sutfer you to 
remove him h^nce without doing battle,’ 

* Will yon, Lord Earl, after all the advantages 

you have received at the hands of the Queen oi 
England, do battle in the cause of her rebel ? ' 
■aid Sir John Foster. * 

* so, Bir John,’ answered the eoil ; ‘but I 


will fight to the death in dcfoiico of the liberties 
of our free kingdom of Scotland.’ 

‘By my faith,’ said Sir John Foster, *I am 
well content— my sword is not blunted with all 
it has done yet this day.’ 

‘By my honour, Sir John, ’"said Sir George 
Heron of Clnpohase, ‘ there is but little reason 
we should fi^ht tliese Scottish loids e’en now, 
for 1 hold opinion with old StawaiJ:h Bolton, and 
believe yonder jirisoiier to be no more Piercie 
Shafton than ho is the Earl of Northiimborland ; 
and you were but ill advised to break the peace 
betwixt the eouiitries for a prisoni'r of loss con- 
sequence than that gay mischief-maker.’ 

‘Sir George,’ rejilied Foster, ‘1 have often 
hcaitl, you herons arc afraid of hawks — Nay, 
lay not hand on sword, ^lan — I did but jest ; 
and for this prisoner, let him bo brought up 
hitb«r, that we may sec who or what ho is — 
always under assurance, my lords,’ he coiitiiiued, 
addressing the Scots. 

‘ Upon our word and honour,* said Morton, 

‘ we will oiler no violence.’ 

The laugh turned against Sir John Foster con- 
siderably, when the prisoner, being brought up, 

t iroved not only a dilFerent person from ffir 
^iercie Shafton, but a female in man’s attire. 

‘Pluck the mantle from the quean’s face, and 
east her to the horse-boys,’ said Foster; ‘she 
lias kept such company eiti now, I warrant.’ 

Even Murray was moved to laughter, no 
common thing with liitn, at the disappointment 
of the English AVarden ; but ho would not iie^gnit 
any violence to be olfercd to the fair Molinara, 
who had thus a second time rescued Sir Piercie 
Shafton at her own iicrsonal risk. 

‘ You have already done more mischief than 
you eaii ucll answer,’ said the carl to the 
’English Wax den, ‘and it were dishonour to mo 
sliouU! I ]>ennit you to harm a hair of this young 
vs Oman’s head.’ 

‘ My loid,’ said Morton, ‘ if Sir John will ridf 
apart vilh me but for one nionieiit, I will show 
liim such reasons as shall make him content to 
dejiart, and 1o jvfer this nnhaji^iy day’s work to 
the judgment of the Commissioners nominated 
to try oiieuees on Iho Border.’ 

He then led Sir .loliii Foster aside, and spoke 
to him in this manner: — ‘Sir John Foster, 1 
much marvel that a man who knows your Queen 
EJi/abotli as >ou do, should not know that, if 
you hope anything from her, it must be for 
doing her usefnl servfbe, not for involving her 
ill fjuanols with her neighbours, without any 
advantage. Sir Knight, I wiB speak frankly 
wliat I know to ho tnie. Had you seized the 
true Pii*rcie Shafton by this ill-advised inroad 
and hail your deed threatened, as most likely 
it mi', 111, ,1 breach betwixt the countries your 
jiolil:- )tp. ices'! and her politic counciljwould 
ratlin* hove disgraoerl Sir John Foster than 
enicred into w'ar in his behalf. But, gFw that 
you have stricken short of your aim, you may 
rely on it you will have little thanks for carry- 
ing the matter further. I will work thus far on 
the Kail of Murray, that he will undertake to 
dismiss Sir Piqrcie Shafton from the realm of 
Scotland. — Be well advised, and let the matter 
now pass off -^you will gain notliing by further 
violence, for if we fight, you, as the fOwer and 
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*^6 weaker through your former action, will needs 
^ve the worse.' 

Sir John Foster listened with his head deoliu* 
ing on his breast-plate. 

‘ It is cursed chance, * he said, *and I shall 
Iiave little thaulft i'or iny day’s work.' 

He then rode u]) to MuiTay, and said, that, 
in defejnence to his lordship’s presence and that 
of my Loid oL Morton, ho l-ail come I 0 the re- 
solution of witudrawing himself, with his power, 
without further ju’oeoedings. 

‘Sto]) there, Sir John Foster,’ said Murray; 
‘‘ I cannot iionuit you to retire in safety, unless 
YOU leave some one who may be surety to Scot- 
land that the injuries you have at present done 
lus may Imj fully aecouiited for ; — you will reiieet 
•that by ponn^itiing retreat, 1 become ac- 
countable to my Bover^imi, who wdll demand a 
^reckoning of me for the blood of her subjects, if 
1 sulfer those who slied it to depart so easily.’ 

‘It shall never be told in England,’ said the 
^Var(len, ‘that Joliu Foster gave idedges like 
.a subdued man, and that on the very field on 
which he staiuls victorious. Hut,’ h(i added, 
after a nioinent’s jiauso, ‘ if Stawarth Holton 
wills to abide with you on his own free choice, 
1 will say nothing against it ; and, as 1 bethink 
mie, it were better he should stay to see the 
•clismissal of this same I'lorcie Shaftoii.’ 

‘ I receive him as your hostage, neveilheless, 
And shall treat him as such,’ said the Eail of 
Murray, l^t Foster, turning awdy as if to give 
dirciitionH to Holton and his men, attected not to 
hear this observation. 

‘There rides a faithful servant of his must 
Ijoaiitilul and sovercigJi Lady,' said Murray iiside 
to MiU’ton. ‘Happy man ! he knows not whether 
the execution of her commands may not cost him 
Ills head ; and yet he is most certain tliat to leave 
them unexecuted wdll bring disgrace and death 
without rejiriove. Happy are they who aie not 
•only stfbjected to the caprices of Dame Fortune, 
but held bound to account and be rcs]M»nbible 
for them, and that to a sovereign as moody and 
iickle as her humorous ladyship lierself ! ’ 

‘ We also have a female soveieigii, my lord,’ 
said Morton. 

‘ We have so, Douglas,* said the earl, with a 
suppressed sigh ; ‘but it leniaiiis to ho seen liow 
long a female hand can hold the reins of power 
in a realm so wild ns ofirs. We will now go on 
to Saint Mary's, and sei (jjirsolves alter the state 
cf that house. — (jllendinning, look to that woman 
and protect her.-^What the fiend, man, hast tliou 
got in thine ai an inlaiit, as I live ! - Where 
•couldsi thou find such a charge, at such a ])lacc 
4 md moment ? ' 

Halbert (jllendinning briefly told the story. 
The earl rode Ibrward to the ])laep where the 
body y Julian Avenel lay, witJi liis unha]my 
•oompamon's arms wra]>])cd around him like tlie 
trunk ^ an uprooted oak borne down by the 
tonpiwst witli all its ivy garlands. Both were 
oold dead. Munay was touched in an unwonted 
degree, remembering, perhaps, his owm birth. 
‘What have they to unsw’cr for, Douglas,’ he 
silid, ‘who thus abuse the sweetest gifts of 
aiTootion t ’ 

The Karl of Morton, unhapjiy in his maniago, 
urea a libertiue iu his aiuount. ' 


‘You must ask that question of Hem y W arden- 
my loi*d, or of John Knox — I am but a wild 
counsellor in women's matters.’ 

‘Forward to Saint Mary’s,’ i^id the earl; 
‘jiass the word on. — Glendinuing, give the 
infant to this same female cavalier, and let it 
he taken charge of. Let no dishonour he dime 
to tlio (lead bodies, and call on the country to 
bury ov remove them. — Forwaid, I soy, my 
masters ! ’ 


CHAPTER XXXVIL 

Gone to l>c married ?— (Jone to swear a peace ! 

Kino John. 

The iiew’s of the lost battle, so quickly carried 
by the fugitives to the village and convent, had 
spread the greatest alatm among the inhabitants. 
Tlie saciistan and other hionks counselled flight; 
tile treasurer i*ecommeiided tliat the church plate 
should he ollered as a tribute to bribe the Eng- 
lish officer ; the abbot alone was unmoved and 
undaunted. 

‘Aly brethren,’ he said, ‘since Ood has not 
gi\en oni ]K‘ople victory in the combat, it must 
be because h(‘ icmiires of us, liis spiritual soldiem; 
to fight the good tight of martyidoni, a conflict 
in wliieh nothing hut our owui faint -lieai ted 
eowaiflicc can make us fail of victory. Let ua 
assume, then, the aimonrof faith, and prepare, 
if it bo necessary, to die under the nun of these 
bliriiies, to the sciviee of which W’C have devoted 
oii]selve.s. Highly lion oured are we all iu this 
distinguished suinmoiiH, from our dear brother 
Nicolas, wdiose giey liairs have lieen jirescrvod 
until they slioulil be surronnd(*d by tne crown 
of maily.i‘dom, down to my beloved son Edw^ard, 
w'lio, at living ai the vineyard at ih(‘ latest hour 
ol the da^, is yet jiermitted to sliare its toils 
witli those who have lahouied fiom the morning. 
Ho ol good courage, my ehildren. 1 daio not, 
like my Kiintcd inudeccssois, jironiise to you that 
you shull he jweserved by miraele — 1 and you 
are alike unwoitliy of that esjK'cial iiiterjiosi- 
tioii, which ill earlier times tinned the swoid of 
saerih'gc against tlie bosom of tyianls by whom 
it was wielded, daunted the haideiied hearts of 
licreUcs with jirodigie*-, and culled down hosts 
of angels to deiend tlie sliiine of God and of the 
A’’irgiii. Yel, by heavenly aid, you shall this 
day sec that your father and abbot \Nill not dis- 
{P'.iee the initie whii*li sits upon his brow. Oo 
to your cells, my children, and exercise your 
private devotions. Array yourselvi*** also in alb 
and eo])e, as for our most solemn festivals, and 
ho read\, when the lolling ot the largest belt 
announces tlu* ajiproaeli of the encu^y, to march 
forth to meet them iu solemn iiroccssion. Lot 
the church bo opened to afford such refuge as 
may be to those of our vassals who, from their 
exertion in this day’s nnhaiipy battle, or other 
cause, arc particuhuly apfwehensive of the tage 
of the enemy. Tell Sir I’iercie Shalton, if he 

has csca|ied the fight ’ 

‘ 1 am here, most venerable Abbot,* replied'Sir 
Picroie; ‘and if it so soometh meet to yon^ X 
» will presently assemble such Of the men 
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escaped this osoaramouoho, and will renew the 
resistance, even unto the death. Certes, yon 
will learn from all that I did my part in this 
unhappy matter. Had it pleased Julian A vend 
to have attended to my counsel, e8i)ecially in 
somewhat withdrawing of his main battle, even 
as you may have marked the heron eseliew the 
stoop of the falcon, receiving him rather upon 
his noak than ui)on his wing, aifairs, as 1 do 
conceive, might nave had a difrerent face, and 
we might tTn*n, in a more bellicose manner, 
have niaintaiiiod that affray. Nevertheless, I 
would not be understood to speak anything in 
disregard of Julian Aveuel, whom 1 saw fall 
fighting manfully with liis face to his enemy, 
wliicli hath banished from my memory the un- 
seemly term of ‘ meddling coxcomb" wdtli which 
it pleased him something rashly to qualify my 
advice, and for which, had it pleased llcaveii 
and the saintH to have prolonged the life of that 
excellent person, I had it bound upon my soul 
to have put him to death A^ith iny own hand.’ 

‘Sir riereie,’ said the alibol, at length inter- 
ruiiting him, ‘our time alloAvs brief leisure to 
speak what might have been.’ 

‘Yon are right, most venerable lord and 
faflier,’ roiilied the inoorrigible Euj)ljuist ; ‘the 
preterite, as gi-ammarians have it, eoneerns frail 
mortality le.ss than the future mood, and iudeetl 
our cogitatioiih respo'd chiefly the pres'^nt. In 
a Avord, 1 am willing to head all aaIio Avill IoJIoav 
me, and offer .such opposition as manhood and 
mortality may ])ermit, to the a<lvance of the 
Kimlish, though they bo my OAvn conntryincn ; 
and be assured I’icrelo Shaftoii Avill measure his 
length, being five feet ten inches, on the ground 
as he stands, rather than give tAVO yards in re- 
treat, accordin,*^ to the usual motion in AAhich 
wo retrogi’ade.’ 

‘ I tliank yon, Sir Knight,* said the abbot, 
‘and 1 doubt not tliat ytm Avould m.ilve your 
Avords good ; but it is not tlic will of Heaven 
that carnal weapons should re.seue us. "We aie 
called to endure, not to resist, and may not 
waste the blood of our iiiuoeent eoimuons in 
vain — l^*niitle.s.s opposition becomes not men of 
our profession ; they have my commands to re- 
sign the SAvonl and the spear — (»od and Our 
Lady liave not biassed our banner.’ 

‘jjetliink you, reverend lord,’ said PicKde 
Shafton, very eagerly, ‘ere you r*sigu the de- 
fence that is in your imwer — there are many 
posts near the entry of this village Avliere brave 
men might live or die to the advantage ; and I 
have this additional motive to make defence — 
the safety, namely, of a fair friend, who, I hojic, 
hath escaped the nands of the heretics.* 

‘I imdorstanJ you, Sir riercio,’ said the abbot 
■^‘yon mean the daughter of our convent’s 
miller?' 

‘Reverend my lord,’ said Sir Piercie, not 
without hesitation, ‘the fair Mysinda is, as may 
he in some sort alleged, the daughter of one who 
mechanically prepareth com to be manipulated 
into bread, without whlcli we could not exist, 
and which is therefore an employment in itself 
honourable, nay, necessaiy. Nevertheless, if 
the purest sentiments of a generous tniud, 
atmmiM forth like the rays of the sun re- 
. Imwt py ft diamond, may enaot^le one, who is 


in some sort the daughter of a molendinary 
mechanic 

‘ I have no time for all this. Sir Knight,* said 
the abbot ; ‘ bo it enough to answer, mat with 
our will we war no longer with carnal .weapons. 
Wo of the spirituality wdll teach you or the 
temiK>mlity Iioav to die in cold blood, our hands 
not clenched for resistance, but folded for prayer 
— our minds not filled with jealous hatred, but 
with Christian meekness and forgiveness — our 
cars not deafened, nor our senses confused, by 
the sound of ulamonms iiistriimonto of war ; but, 
on the contrary, our voices composed to Halle- 
hijah, Kyrie-Eleisoii, and Salve Kegijia, and our 
blood tem2)orate and cold, as those Avho think 
upon reconciling themselves with Ood, jtiot of 
avenging theniselve.s of Ih^ir felloAx-moi'tals,’ 

* Lorn Abbot,’ said Sir ^hereie, ‘ this is nothing 
to the fate of my Molimira, Avhoin, I beseech 
you to observe, I Avill not abandon AA'liile golden 
hilt and steel blade bide together on my falchion. 
I ooinmaiKh*d her not to follow us to Iho field, 
and yet inetliuughi I saw lier in her page’s attire 
amongst the rear of the coiiibatants.’ 

‘ ^’^ou must .seek tdsewherc for the person in 
Avhose fate you are so de<'p]y interested,’ said 
til'' abbot ; ‘and at piosent 1 AAill pray of your 
knigbtlnxxl to inquire eoneeruing her at the 
I'hurcli, ill whieh all our more deft'iiceless vassals 
have taken refuge. It is my advice to you that 
}ou al.so abide by tlie horns of the altar ; and, 
Sir l^ieicie SImttou,’ lie added, ‘ lienf one thing 
secure, that if you come to hami it Avill inAi»lve 
the AA’liole of this brotheihood ; for never, I 
tiust, Avill tlic meanest of us buy safety at the' 
expense of surrendering a friend or a picst. 
LeaA’e us, my son, and may Cod be your aid ! ’ 

When Siy IMereie Shafton had dejiarted, and 
the abbot av.is aliont to betake himself to hia 
oAAii ecll, h(‘ Avas surprised by an unknown 
pci sou anxiously requiring a eoiiferenec, Avho, 
being arlmittcd, proved to bo no otheS* than 
Heuiy Wanleii, The ablot started as lie- 
entered, and exclaimed angrily — ‘Ha! are the 
fcAv hours that fate alloAvs liim who may last 
AAcar tb.e mitic of this house, not to bo excused 
from the iiitnisioii of heresy f Dost thou come,* 
lie said, ‘to enjoy the lioiios Avhich fate holds 
out to thy demented and accursed sect, to see 
the besom of destruction raa’ccj) away the ])ride 
of our religion — to defacti our shrines-— to muti- 
late and lay waste the bodies of our lienefactors, 
as aatII as their scpulclires — to destroy the pin- 
nacles and carved work of God’s house, and Our 
Lady’s V r * 

‘ Peace, AVilliam Allan ! ' said the Protestant 
})rcaeher, with dignified composure; ‘for none 
of these ]>urposos do 1 come. 1 ivould have 
these stately shrines deprived of the idols yliich> 
no longer simply regarded as the cil]gies|of the 
good and of tlie wise, liave become th^ljeets 
of foul idolatry. I would otherwise fRave its 
ornaments subsist, unless as they are or mat bo 
a snare to the souls of men ; and especially do 1 
condemn those ravages which have been made 
by the heady fury of the people, stung into zeal 
against will -worship hv bloody persecution. 
Against siiclji wanton aovastations I lift my 
testimony.' 

‘ Idle diativguisher that tlion art t ^ aaid the 



THM MONASTERY 


82 t 


Ablwt Eustace, interrupting him ; * what aigni- 
'fies the pretext under which thou dost desiK>il 
the house of God? and why at this present 
emer^rice wilt thou insult the master ol‘ it by 
thy iU-omoned meseiicc ? ’ 

‘Thou art uiyuat, William Allan/ said War- 
den ; ‘ but I am not the less settled in my 
resolution. hast protected me some time 

since at the hazard of th^ rank, and A\hat I 
know thou boldest still dearer, at the risk of 
thy reputation with thine own sect. Our party 
is now np2)crmoHt, and, believe mo, I have come 
<lown the valley, in ^\]iich thou didst ipiarter 
me for seq^ucstration’s sake, simply with tlie 
wish to keep my engagements to thee.’ 

‘Ay,' answered the abbot, ‘and it may bo 
that iny listening lliat noildly and iiitirm 
oomj)a 8 sion winch idcfided witli me for thy life, 
is now avenged by this inijK'iiding judgment. 
Heaven hath sinittcii, it may lie, the erring 
flhejiherd, and scattered the tloek.’ 

‘ Think better of tlie divim* judgments,’ said 
Warden. ‘Not for thy sins, wliieh are those of 
thy blinded education and ciicunistaiiees ; not 
for thine own sins, William Allan, art thou 
stricken, but for the aceumulated guilt which 
thy misnamed Church hath accumulated on lur 
head, and those of her votaries, by the eirors 
and con-ujitions of ages.* 

‘ Now, ny my sure bcli(‘f in the Tloek of Pctei,* 
said the abbot, ‘thou dost lekindle the last 
sjiavk of himmn indignation foi A\liieh my bosom 
harf^fiiel — I tbouglit I might not again have telt 
the impulse of eaitldy jiassioii, and it is thy 
voice wliich once more calls me to tlio e\piession 
of human anger ! yes, it is tliy voice that eomest 
to insult me in my hour of sorrow >\ith these 
blasphemous accusations of that OJ^urch which 
hath kejit the light of Cliristiauity ali\o fiom 
the times of the ajiostlco till no\\.’ 

‘Fiom the times of the apostles?’ said the 
prcaelfer eagerly. ^KvqntuVy (hdichnr JlJan — 
the iiriiiiitivc Ciuirch dillbnsl as niiieh fiom that 
of Rome, as did light from daikness, whicli, did 
time iionnit, I should speedily ju'ove. And 
Avorse ilost thou judge, in saying I eomc to insult 
thee ill thy hour of allliction, being bere, God 
wot, with the Christian wish of lid tilling an 
engagement I had made to my host, and of 
rendering myself to tW will wfiilc it had yet 
power to exercise an^it uiioii me, and if it 
might so bo, to niitigato^'n tliy behalf the rage 
of the Adetors Avliom God hath suit as a scourgw 
to thy obstinacy.* 

‘I will non? of thy intercession,’ said the 
abbot sternly ; ‘ the dignity to which the Clnirch 
has exalted me never should have swelled my 
bosom more proudly in the time of the liighcst 
prosperity than it doth at this crisis— I ask 
nothitig of thee, but the assurance that my 
leuityio thee hath been the means of perverting 
no soiuato Satan, that I have not given to the 
wdlf any of the stray lambs whom the Great 
Shepherd of souls had entrusted to my charge.* 

‘William Allan,* ansAvered the Protestant, ‘I 
Avill be sincere with thee. What I promised I 
have kojit — I have withheld my voice from 
speaking even s^od thinm. But it has pleased 
Heaven to call the maiden Maiy Aveiiel to a 
better aense of &ith than thou aipd all the dis- 


ciples of Rome can teach. Her T have aided 
with my humble power— I have extricated her 
from the maohinatious of evil spirits to which 
she and her house were exposed during the 
blindness of ^ their Romish suiicrstition, and, 
praise be to iny Master, 1 have not rensoii to 
fear she will again be oaugbt in thy snares.’ 

‘ Wretched man ! * said the abbot, unable to 
su})2ires8 his rising indimiation, ‘is it to the 
Abbot of Saint Mary’s that you boast having 
misled the soul of a dweller in Our Lady’s IJali- 
domo into the jiaths of foul error and damning 
heresy ?— Thou dost urge me, Welhvood, beyond 
A\liat it becomes me to bear, and movestmo to 
enqdoy the few moments of iioiier I may yet 
jiosscss, in removing from the face of the cai*th 
<ine uhose qualities, given by (iod, have been 
so utterly jiei'vertcd us thine to the service of 
Satan.* 

‘I'o thy pleasiiie,* said tlio lataelier; Mhy 
Aain urath snail not 2ut;vent my doing my duty 
to advantage thee, A\here it may be done without 
neglecting iny higher call. 1 go to the Kail of 
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Their eoiifcienee, which w/is advancing fast 
into bitter disputation, A\as hcie intemqifod by 
the (leej) aiul siilUn toll of llio lavgc'st and 
liea\icst bell of the eon vent, a sound famous in 
the ehronicl/s of the eoinmnnity for disjielling 
of tein2>estH and putting to llight dtuKajs, but 
Aibieh now only nnnoiiiiccd danger, A\ilhout 
niroiding any means of wauling against it. 
IJastily u‘p(*aling his ordirs, tliat all the 
lirefhren should attend in the choir, arrayed for 
.solemn jin cession, the abbot ascemhd to the 
battle inents of the lofty Moiiasteiy, by his ow’ii 
jnivalo staircase, and theie met the saciistan, 
A\lio had been in the act of diroiting the lolling 
f f tlic huge bell, wbieli fell under his charge. 

‘It is the last time I shall discharge mine 
oflice, most veneiable father and loul,’ said ho 
to tlie abbot, ‘for 3'oiidcr eome the I’hilistines ; 
but 1 Avould not that the large bell of Saint 
Maiy’s should sound for the last time, othonvise 
than in tiiio and full tone— 1 have been a sinful 
mail for one of our holy 2nolesBi(iii,* added he, 
looking uiiAvaid, ‘yet may I jiresumc to say, not 
a bell bath sounded out of tune from the tower 
of the bouse, A\liile Father Philiji had tlio siqier- 
iutenJonce of the eliimc and the belfry.* 

The abbot, Avithout reply, east Ins eyes to- 
wards the 2>Q'th, Avhieh, winding around the 
mountain, descends utkiu Kenuaquhair from the 
south-east. He beheld at a distance a cloud of 
dust, and licard the neighing of many horses, 
Avhilo the occasional spaikle of the long line of 
speara, as they came downwards into the valley, 
aunounecd that the baud came thifher in amis, 

‘ Shame on my weakness I ’ said Abbot Eustace, 
dashing the tears from his eyes ; ‘ my sight is 
too much dimmed to observe tlieir motions — 
Look, my son Edward,’ for his favourite novice 
had again joined him, ‘ and tell me what ensigns 
they bear.* 

‘They are Scottish men, when all la done,^ 
exclaimed Edward — ‘ I see the white crosses— it 
may be the Western BordererS) or Femi^benit 
and his clan,* ' 

* Look at the banner,^ said the abbot & f W 
me, wliat are tbo blazonries t * 
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* The arms of Scotland/ said Kdward, * tho lion 
and its tressiire, quartered, as 1 think, with three 
cushions — Can it be the royal standard ? * 

^ Alas ! no,’ said the abbot, ^it is that of the 
Earl of Murray. He hath assumed with his new 
conquest the badge of the valiant Kandolidi, and 
hath dromicd from his hereditary coat the bend 
which iiKlicates his own base birth — would to 
God lie may not have blotted it also from his 
memory, and aim as well at possessing the name, 
as the ]>owor, of a king.’ 

*At least, my father,’ said Rdward, *ho will 
secure us from the violence of the Southron.’ 

‘Ay, my son, as the shepherd secures a silly 
lamb from tho wolf, wdiich he desliiics in due 
time tp his own ban(pict. Oh, my son, evil days 
are on us ! A breach h.is been made in tho w’alls 
of our sanctuary— tliy brother hath fallen from 
the faith. Such news ImaighL my last secret 
iutclligeneo — Murray hath already spoken of 
rewarding liia services with the hand of Mary 
Avenol.’ 

‘Of Mary Avenol ! * said the novices totiiTing 
tow^ards and grasping hold oi one of tho carved 
pinnacles whicli adorned the proud batllenient 

*Ay, of Mary Aveiicl, my son, avIio has also 
abjured the faith of her fnlliers. AVeep not, my 
Edward, weep not, my beloved son ! or w'oep for 
their apostasy, and not for their union -Uless 
God, who hath called thee to himself, out of the 
tents of wickedness ; but for tho grace of* Our 
Lady and Saint Benedict, thou also hadst lx?eii 
a castaway.’ 

‘ 1 ende'avour, my father,* said Edward, * I en- 
deavour to forget ; but what I would now blot 
from my meiiiory has been the thought of all my 
former life— Murray dare not forward a match 
80 unequal in birth.’ 

‘ITc dares do what suits his purpose — The 
Castle of Avciiel is strong, and needs a g<iod 
castellan, devoted to his service ; as for tlic differ- 
ence of their birth, lie will mind it no more than 
he would mind dofaeing the natural regulaiity 
of tho ground, wTro it necessary ho should erect 
upon it military lines and entrenclinionts. But 
do not droop for that— awaken thy soul wdiliin 
thee, my son. Think you ])art witli a vain vision, 
an idl4 dream, nursed in solitude and inaction. — 
I weep not, yet what am I now like to If)se ( — 
Look at these tourers, wdierc saints dwelt, and 
where heroes have been buried— Tliirik that I, 
80 briefly called to preside over the ]>ious flock, 
which has dwelt here since the first light of 
Christianity, may be this day written down the 
last father of this holy community — Come, let 
ns descend, and meet our fate. I sec them ap- 
proach near to the village.’ 

Tho abbot descended, tlie novice cast a glance 
around him ; yet the sense of the danger im- 
iiending over the stately stnictiire, with which 
he was now united, was unable to Imnish the 
roeoUection of Mary Avenel. — ‘His brother’s 
bride ! ’ He pulled the cowl over his face, and 
followed liis Superior. 

The whole bella of the Abbey now added their 
peal to the death-toll of the largest, which bad 
•0 long Bounded « The monks wept and prayed 
as they got thsmaelves into the order of their 
prooetmon for the last time, is seemed but too 
*• prooaolo. 


‘ It is well onr Father Boniface hath retired tb' 
the inland,’ said Father Philip; ‘ ho could never 
have put over this day — it would have broken 
his heart ! ’ 

‘God he with the soul of Abbot Ingilram!' 
said old Father Nicolas; ‘there were no such 
doings in his days. — They say we are to be put 
forth of the cloisters ; and now I am to five 
anywhere else than wliere I have* lived for these 
seventy years, I wot not— tho besi is, that 1 have- 
not long to live anywliero.* 

A few moments after this, the groat gate of the 
Abbey was flung open, and the piocessiou moved 
slowly fonvard li’om bcncalh its huge and richly- 
adorned gat(wvay. Cross and banner, pix and 
chalice, slirines conlaining relics, and ccn8ei*8* 
steaming with inceiiHe, ])rrccded afid were inter* 
miiiglcfl with tlic long rfnd solemn amy of the 
lu’othcrliood, in their long black gowns and cowls, 
with their wdiite scapularics hanging over them, 
the various oflicers of the convent each display- 
ing his proper badge of ofliec. In the centre of 
tho procession came the abbot, surrounde<l and 
supported by his chief assistants. He w as dressed 
in liis liabit of high solomnity, and appeared aa 
mueli uneoneerned as if ho had ]>e<*n taking his 
usual part in soiiu* ordinary eeivmony. After 
him came the inferior persons of tho convent; 
the novices in tli(*ir albs or wdiite dresses, and 
the lay brethren distinguished by their lieards, 
wdiicli were seddom w'orn by tlic fathu’s. AVonieiii 
and children, niivod w^ith a few men, can\9 in 
the rear, bewailing the a]>prehendecl desolation' 
of their ancient sanctunry. They moved, how- 
ever, in order, and restrained the marks of their 
sorrow to a low w'ailing sound, winch rather 
minglcil wdth than iiiterrnjited the measured 
chant of tlu monks. 

Ill this order the ]>roec8sion entered the market- 
place of the village of Kennaqnhair, which was 
tlien, as now’, distinguished by an ancient cross 
ol curious w'oikmanshi]), the gilt of some former 
inonareh of Scotland. Close by tli(‘ cross, of mud i 
gi-caier antiquity, mid scarcely less honoured, 
was an immensely large oak-trt‘c, which poilia])Si 
had witnessed the w'orship of the Drniils, ere the 
stately Monastery to whicli it adjoined had raised 
its spires in honour of the Christian faith. Like 
the Bentang-trce of tho African villages,' or 
the Plaistow^-oak mentioi.iexl in AVhito’s Natural 
History of Selborne, this tree was tho rendez- 
vous of the villagers, a(hd regarded with peouliai* 
veneration ; a feeling common to most nations, 
and which perhaps may be tweed up to the 
remote ])eriod when the ])atriaroh feasted the 
angels under the oak at Mamre.^^ 

The monks formed themselves each in their 
duo jilace around the cross, while under the- 
ruins of the aged tree crowded the old ajfd th^ 
feeble, with others who felt tho common llarm. 
Wlien they hod thus arranged themself there 
was a deep and solemn pause. The moiiKS stillod 
their chant, the lay populace hushed their 
lamentations, and all awaited in teiTor and 
silence the arrival of those heretical forces, whom 
they had been so long taught to regard with fear 
and trembling. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that in Melrace^ the 
prototype of Ketmaquhair, no such oak ever existed* 
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A distaui tram}>ling was at leiigth heard, and 
the glance of smars was seen to sliinc through 
the tJ ees above the village. The sounds increased, 
ana became more thick, one close, coiitinuous, 
rushing sound, in which the tread of hoofs was 
mingled with tuo ringing of armour. Tiic horse- 
men soon appeared at the ]jrincipal entrance 
which loads into t)io irregular scjuavc or market- 
place which.forms the ((-arc of the village. 
They entered two by two, slowly, and in the 
greatest order. The van contiuucd to move on, 
riding round the o})on sjiacc, until they had 
attained the utmost point, and then, turning 
their horses' heads to tlie street, stood last ; their 
companions followed in the same order, until the 
whojp market- pla(‘e was clost‘ly surrouiidod with 
soldiers ; aqd the iil^s wliu followiMl, making the 
same mananiMe, f(jr#ied an inner line \Mthiu 
those who had iirst arrived, until the place was 
begirt with a (iiaadniph* tile of hoi’semen closely 
drawn uj). There was now a jainso, of which 
the abbot availed himself, by coinmanding the 
brotherliood to raise the solemn chant Dr jiro- 
fuivdiB clavuivi. Ho looked iiiwiud the arintd 
ranks, t(» sec what impression the solemn sounds 
made on them. All were silent, but the blows 
of some had an ex])rcssioii o( contempt, and 
almost all the rest bore a look of iiidiliereiice ; 
their course had been too long decided to |K*rmit 

I tast feelings of entbusiasm to be anew awakened 
»y a pi’oc^sion or by a hymn. 

‘Their Hearts are hardened, ’ said the abbot to 
himself in dej('ction, hut not in despair; ‘it 
remains to see whether those ol their Icadeis are 
equally obdurate.* 

The leaders, in the meanwhile, were advancing 
slowly, and Munay, with Moiton, rode in deep 
conveisation before a chosen baud^of tbeii* most 
distinguished followers, amongst* whom ejime 
Halbeit (Tlendinning. hut the preacher, Henry 
Warden, who, upon leaving the Monastery, bad 
instiAitJy Joined them, was the only jicrson 
admitted to their conference. 

‘You are determined, then,’ said Morton to 
Murray, ‘to give the heiress of Avenel, with all 
lier pretfuisions, to this nameless and ohseiire 
young man ? ’ 

‘Hath not Warden told you,* said Murray, 
‘that they have been bred together, and are 
lovers from their youth upw’ard # ’ 

‘And that they aiH.^ both,’ said Warden, ‘by 
moans which may bo a^piost termed miraculous 
rescued from the delusions of Rome, and brought 
within the jialo of the true Chui’ch. My i-esi- 
dence at GlencJhai’g hath made me wtU acquainted 
with these things. Ill w ould it beseem iny habit 
and my calling, to thrust myself into match- 
making and giving in marriage, Init worse were 
it in ni#to see your lordships do needless wTong 
to 3ie feelings which are proper to our nature, 
andwhich, being indulged honestly and under 
the r^traints of religion, become a pledge of 
domestic quiet here, and future happiness in a 
better world. I say that you will do ill to rend 
those ties asunder, and to give this maiden to 
the kinsman of Lord Morton, though Lord 
Morton's kinsman he l>e.* 

* These are fair reasons, my Lord of Murray,* 
said Morton, ‘why you should refuse me so 
fdmple a boon as to bestow t^is silly damsel 


U})on young Bennygask. Speak out plainly, my 
lord ; say you would rather see the Castle of 
Avenel in the hands of one who owes his name 
and existence solely to your favour, than in tlio 
power of a Douglas, ana of my kiiisniau.’ 

‘My Lord ot Morton,* said Murray, ‘I have 
done nothing in this matter which should ag- 
grieve you. This young man Glcudiuning has 
done im* good service, and may do me nmio. 
My promise w'os in some degree i)assed to him, 
and that w’hile ilulian Avenel was alive, W'hen 
aught beside the maiden’s lily hand would have 
been Laid lo come by ; wliereas, you never 
thought of such an alliance for your kinsman, 
till you saw' Julian lie doafl yonder on the field, 
and knew’ bis land to be a waif fiec to tlie first 
Avbo ciuild Ht*i/e it. Come, come, my lord, you 
do less than jiiati(*e to your gallant kinsman, in 
wishing bini a biide bicd up under the milk- 
](ail ; tor tliis giil is a peasant wench in all but 
the accident of birth. 1 thought you bad more 
deep res)>cet for the boitour ot the Douglasses.’ 

‘The Jionoiir of the Tlonglasses is safe in my 
keeping,’ answered Mellon liaiiglitily ; ‘that ol 
oth(T ancient families may suifer as well as the 
name of Avenel, if lustks are to be matched 
with tlie blood ol'oiir ancient barons.’ 

‘TJiis is but idle talking,’ answered Lord 
Murray ; ‘ in times like these, we must look to 
men and not to pedigrees. Hay was but a 
rustic before tin* battle of Linicarty the hlnoJy 
yoke actually dragged the l>lough ere it was 
bla/oned on u crest by the lierald. Tini(*s of 
action make iirinccs into ])ra.saiits, and boors 
into barons. All families have sprung from one 
im’aii man ; and it is well if they have never de- 
generated lioiu his ^iltlle w’ho laised them first 
from obscurity.’ 

‘My Loid of Murray will jilease to except the 
house of Douglas.’ ^ai(l Morton haughtily ; ‘ men 
have seen it in tlie tree, but never in the sapling 
--have seen it in the sticain, but never in the 
touiitaiii.* ill the eailiest of our Scottish annals, 
the Dlack Douglas was pow’crfiil and distin- 
guished as now.’ 

‘ I bend to the lionouis of tlie house of Douglas,* 
said Munay, somewhat iioiiically; ‘1 am cou- 
seioiis we ol the royal house have little right to 
compete with tliciri in dignity - What though we 
have woni crownis and carried sceptics for u few 
generations, il our genealogy moves no farther 
hack than to the humble Ahnua^ Dapifer ! 't 

Moi ton’s check I'eddcned as he was about to 
reply ; but Henry Warden availed himself of the 
liberty which the Protestant cl(*rgy longpossessed, 
and exerted it to intcrnipt a discussion which 
was becoming too eager and x^ersonal to be 
friendly. 

‘My lords,’ he said, ‘I must he bold in dia*‘ 
charging the duty ol my Master. It is a shanie 
and scandal to near two nobles, whose liande 
have been so fonvard in the work of rcfomatioii, 
fall into discord alxiiit such vain follies as now 
occupy your thoughts. Bethink you how long 
you nave thought with one niind, seen with one 
eye, heard wdth one ear, conftmied by your iiniOn 
the congi'egation of the Church, appalled if yoUr 
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joint authority the cougi'egation of Antichrist ; 
and viil you now fall into discord about an old 
decayed castle and a few barren hills, about the 
loves and likings of an humble R])earnian, and a 
damsel bred in the same obscurity, or about tho 
still vainer questions of idle genealogy ? ’ 

‘The good man hath snoken right, noble 
Douglas, ' said Murray, rcacliing him his hand, 
* our union is too ossoiitial to the good cause to be 
broken oif upon such idle terms of dissension. 1 
am fixed to gi’atify Olendinniug in this matter 
— iny ])roniiso is passed. The wars, in which I 
have liad nw share, have made many a family 
niisprablo ; I will at least try if I may not make 
one hapny. There are maids and manors enow 
ill Scotland — I promise you, my noble ally, 
that young Rennygask shall be richly wived.* 

‘Jliy lord,’ said Warden, ‘you sj»eak nobly, 
and like a Christian. Alas ! this is a land ot 
hatred and bloodshed— let ns not cliase fiom 
thenue tho few traces that remain of gentle and 
domestic love. — And be not too cag'*r tor wealth 
to thy noble kinsman, my Lord ol Morton, see- 
ing contentment in the marriage state no w.ay 
depends on it.’ 

‘If yon allude to my family inLfoitime,* said 
Morton, whose countess, wedded by him for her 
estate and lioiioiirs, was insane in h(*i‘ mind, 
‘the habit you wear, and tho liberty, or ratlur 
livjonee, of yoar profession, protect you from my 
rcieutmeiit.* 

‘Alas ! nfy lord,’ replied Warden, ‘how quick 
and seMsilive is our sdf-love ! When, jnvssing 
forward in our high calling, we point out the 
errors of the siv(*ivii<n, who praises our boldiie>s 
more than the noldo MortnW Hut touch wo 
upon his own sore, which im)'.! needs lancing, 
and ho shrinks from the r.iithlul cliirurgeoii in 
fear and impiticnt angei- ! ’ 

‘ Knough of this, good and reverend sir,’ said 
Murray j ‘you transgress tho priuhmce yonr'*elf 
reeommouded even now. We are m>w eloso upon 
tho village, and the jwoiid abbot is come forth at 
tho head of his hive. I’lum hast ])l(‘adecl well 
for him, Warden, otherwise I liad taken this 
occasion to pull down the iiost, and chase away 
tho rooks.’ 

‘Nay, hut do not so,* said Warden; ‘this 
William Allan, whom they call the Abbot 
lilustativiis, is a man whoso misfortunes would 
luoro projudico our cause than his jn-osperity. 
You cannot inflict more than lie will endure ; 
and tho more that ho is made to bear, tho liigher 
will be tho influoiico of his talents and ]ii.s 
courage. In his conventual throne he will bo 
but coldly looked on — disliked, it may bo, an<l 
envied. But turn his cnieitix of gold into a 
crucifix of wood — lot him travel through tho 
land, an oppressed and impoverished man, and 
Ills patience, his eloquence, and learning will 
will more hearts from the ^od cause, than all 
the mitred abbots of Scotland have been able to 
make prey of dining tho last hundred years.* 

‘Tush ! tush ! man,’ said Morton, ‘ the revenues 
of the Halidomo will bring more men, spears, 
and horses into the fiojd in one day, than his 
preaching in a whole lifetime. These are not 
th^ days of Peter the Hermit, when xnon^ 
owld march armies from England to Jerusalem ; 
and good deeds will still do as mtich or 


more than ever. Had Julian Avenel had b«it a 
score or two more men this morning, Sir John 
Foster had not missed a worse welcome. I say, 
confisoating the monk’s revenues is drawing his 
fang- teeth.* ^ 

‘ We will surely lay him under contribution,* 
said Murray ; ‘ and, moreover, if he desires to 
remain in his Abbey, he will do well to produce 
Piorcic Shaftoii,' * 

As he thus spoke, they entered the market- 
place, distinguished by their complete armour 
and their lolty plumes, as well as by the number 
of followers bearing their colours and badges. 
Both these powerliu nobles, but more especially 
Murray, so nearly allied to the crown, had at 
that time a retinue and household not fiiuch 
inferior to that of Scottis^i royalt£^ As they 
advanced into the niarkft‘ -place, a pursuivant, 
|iresaing forward from their train, addicssed tho 
monks in those words : — ‘ The -Abbot of Saint 
Mary’s is couimaiidcd to appear before the Karl 
of Murray. ’ 

‘ The Abbot of Saint Mary’s,’ .said Eustace, ‘ is 
ill tho ]>atriiiioiiy of his coiivoiit superior to 
every temporal lord. Let the Karl of Murray, 
if h(* seeks him, come liimself to his ])roHciicc,* 

Oil receiving this answer, Murray smiled scorn- 
fully, and, jlismouiiting fiom his lofty saddle, 
lie advanced, aecoinpani(*(i by Morton, and fol- 
lowed by otlieis, to the body of monks assembled 
around tin* cross. There was an a])gearaiiee of 
shrinking among them at the ajqiroaeli of tho 
heretic lord, so dreaded ami so j)owerful. IfUt 
the abliot, casting on them a glance of rebuke 
and en''ouiMg(*m(Mit, i.tejipe 1 torth from their 
tanks like a courageous Jea(l(‘r, wlien lie sees 
that Ids personal valour must be disiilayod to 
revive the fjrooping courage of liis follow’crs. 

‘ Ijord James Stuart,’ he said, ‘ or Earl of Murray, 
if that 1)0 tliy title, I, Eustatius, Abbot of Saint 
Mary’s, doniaiid by what right you have hlM our 
]>eaeeful village, and surrouiifled our bretiiren, 
w'ith these bauds of armed men ? If hospitality 
is sought, we have never reliised it to courteous 
asking- if violence be meant agninst peaceful 
clmrehmen, let us know at once tlio pretext and 
the o])jcet.’ 

‘Sir Abbot,’ said Mniray, ‘your language 
ivoiild better have liecoino another age, and a 
presence inftM’ior to ours. ^ We come not hero to 
reply to your iiiteiTogations, but to demand of 
you why you liave brol^n the peace, collecting 
your vassals in arm.s, and eon vo''ating the Queen's 
lieges, wheivhy many men have l^een slain, and 
much trouble, perclianee breach of amity with 
England, is likely to arise ? ’ 

‘ Litjnos in/abulnf* answered the abbot scorn- 
fully. ‘ Tlic ivolf accused the sheen of inuddying 
tho stream when he drank in it auove ner-ir^ut 
it served as a pretext for devouring her, fcott- 
vooate tho Queen’s lieges ! I did so to dofew the 
Queen’s land against foreigner. I did m mV 
duty ; and I regret I had not the means to do it 
more ofFectually.’ 

* And was it also a part o^our duty to receive 
and harbour the Queen of England’s rebel and 
traitor ; and to inflame a war betwixt England 
and Scotland ? * said Murray. 

‘ In my younger days, my lord,* answered the 
abbot, with the same intrepidity, ‘a war with 
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Bnglaud was no auch dreaded matter ; and not 
merely a mitred abbot, bound by his rule to 
show nospitality and attbrd sanctuai^ to all, but 
the poorest Scottish peasant, would have been 
ashamed to hav^pleimed fear of England as the 
reason for shutting his door against a iMsrseouted 
exile. But in those olden days, tho English 
seldom saw the face of a Scottish nobleman, save 
through the bars of his visor.' 

* Monk ! ' said the Earl of Morton sternly, 
* this insolence will little avail thoe ; the days 
are gone by when Romo’s priests wcie j)ciiiiitted 
to brave noblemen with impunity. Give us up 
this Piercie Sliafton, or by my lather’s crest 1 
will set thy abbey in a bright llamo ! ’ 

* Aihcl it thou dost, Loid of Morton, its ruins 
will tumble above t}\o tombs of thine own an- 
cestors. Be the issue las God wills, tho Abbot 
of Saint Mary’s gives up no one whom he hath 
promised to protect.* 

‘Abbot’’ said Murray, ‘bethink thee ere we 
are driven to deal roughly — I'lio hands of these 
men,* ho said, pointing to tho soldiers, ‘nill 
make wild work among shrines and cells, if we 
are compelled to undeitako a bcarch for this 
Englishman.* 

‘Ye shall not need,’ said a voice from the 
crowd ; and, advancing gracefully before tho 
earls, tho Eu[)huist flung Iroui him tho mantle 
in which ho was inuflle<l. ‘ Via the cloud that 
shadowed Shaft on ! ’ .said ho ; ‘ bcliold, my loids, 
the Knight* of 'Wilvertoii, uho spares you the 
guilt of violoneo and sacrilege.’ 

‘I pi'otest before God and man against any 
infraction of the piivileges of this house,’ said 
the abbot, ‘by an attempt to impose violent 
hands upon the ]>ci-sou of this noble knight. If 
there he yet spiiit in a Scottish Paijiaiuent, we 
will make yciu hear of this ciseuhere, niy loids ! ' 

‘Spare youi threats,’ said Murray ; ‘ it may be 
my purpose with Sir Piercic Sliafton is not such 
as thotf dost suppose. — Attach him, pursuivant, 
as our prisoner, I'pscue or no rcsene.* 

‘ I yield myself,' said the Euphuist, ‘ reserving 
my right to defy my Lonl of Murray and my 
Lord of Morton to single duel, even as one 
gentleman may demand satisfaction of another.’ 

‘You shall not want those who will answer 
your challenge, Sir Knight,* replied Morton, 
‘without asiiiiing to ^incn above thine own 
degree.* 

‘And where am I tonfind these superlative 
champions,’ said the English knight, ‘whose 
blood runs more pure than that of Pieraic 
Shafton ? * * • 

* Here is a flight for you, my lord ! * said 
Hurray. 

‘As ever wras flown by a wild-goose,’ said 
Stawajth Bolton, who had now approached to 
the fr»t of the ))arty. 

‘Wk dared to say that w'oid?’ said the 
Enj^uS^ his face crimson with rage. 

"Tut, man 1 * said Bolton, ‘ make the best of 
it; thy mother's father was but a tailor, old 
Overstitch of Holdemess.— WliV, what ! because 
thou art a misproud bird, and desinsost tliine 
own natural lineage, and rufllest in unpaid silks 
and velvets, and keepest company with gallants 
and cutters, must we lose our memory for that f 
Ihy mbther^ Moll Overstitch, nvas the prettiest 


wench in those parts — she was wedded by wild 
Shafton of Wilverton, who, men say, was akin 
to the Hercie on tha ivrong side of the blanket.* 

* Help tlie knight to some strong waters,’ said 
Morton ; ‘ he hathfallen from such a height, that 
he is stunned with the tumble.' 

In fact. Sir Piercie Shafton looked like a man 
stricken liy a thunderbolt, while, notwithstand- 
ing the seriousness of the scene hitherto, no one 
of tlio.se present, not even the abbot himself, 
could lefraiii from laughing at the rueful and 
moitified cxpiessioii of his face. 

‘ IjEUgh on,’ ho said at length, ‘ laugh on, my 
masters,’ shrugging his shouldeis ; ‘ it is not for 
me to be oirendcd — ^yet would 1 know lull fain 
from that squire who is laughing w ith the loudest, 
how he had discovered this unhappy blot in an 
otherwise spotless liiuage, and for what purpose 
he hath made it known i ’ 

‘iinako it known ^ ’ said JI albert Glend inning, 
in astonishment,— for to him this pathetic apjioal 
was made, — ‘1 never heaid tho thing till this 
moment.’ * 

‘ Why, did not that old rude soldier learn it 
fiom thee/’ said llic knight, in increasing 
aiua/cincnt. 

‘Not 1, by Hcineii!* said Bolton; ‘I never 
saw' the yoiitJi in my life before.’ 

‘But you //arc seen Inm eie now', my worthy 
master,’ s»nd Dame Gleiuliuning, Imrating in her 
timi fioin the ciowd. ‘ ^My son, this is Stowarth 
Bolton, he to whon» wc owe life, and the means 
of prcseiving it — If he he a piisoner, as .seems 
most likely, nse thine iiiteiesi with those noble 
loids to ho kind to the widow’s fiiend.* 

‘ What, my Daiuo of the Glen ’ ’ sai<l Bolton ; 
‘Ihy blow IS inoic witheied, as well as mine, 
buice wc met last, hut thy tongue holds the 
touch hotter than my aim. This boy of thine 
gave me the foil soi ely this moi uing. Tlio Brow n 
Vaih*t lias turned as stout a troo])er as I pro- 
phesied ; and where is White Head ?’ 

‘Alas ’ ’ .said the mother, looking down, ‘ Ed- 
ward has taken Oiders, and become a monk of 
ilii.s Abbey.’ 

‘ A monk and a soldier 1 ~ evil trades both, 
my goml dame. Bettei ha\e made one a good 
master fashioner, like old Ovci stitch of Holder- 
iie.ss. I sighed when I envied you the tw’O 
honnio children, but 1 sigh not now to call either 
the monk or the soldier mine own. Tho soldier 
< 110 '* in tho field, the monk scarce livea in the 
cloister. * 

‘My dearest mother,* said Halbert, ‘whore is 
Edward — can I not speak with liim ? ' 

‘He has just left ns for tlie present,* said 
Father Philip, ‘uxion a message from the lord 
abbot. * 

‘ And Mary, my dearest mother P said Halbert. 
— Mary Avenel was not far distant, and the three 
w'cre soon withdrawn from tho crowd, to hear 
and relate their various chances of fortune. 

While the subordinate personages thus dis- 
posed of tliem.selves, tho abbot held serious 
discussion with the two earls, and, partly yield- 
ing to their demands, partly defending himaelt 
with skill and elo<|uence, was enabled to make a 
composition for his convent, which left It pro* 

^ * NoteN. -Ihe ' 
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visionallv in ^no worse situation than before. 
The earls were the more reluctant to drive 
matters to extremity, since lie protested, that if 
urged beyond what his conscience u'ould comply 
with, he would throw the whole lands of the 
Honastcry into the Queen of Scotland's hands, 
to be disposed of at her jdcasure. This would 
not have answered the views of the earls, who 
were contented, for the time, with a moderate 
sacrifice of money and lands. Matters being so 
far settled, the abbot became anxious for the 
fate of Sir Piercie Shafton, and implored mercy 
in his behalf. 

* Ho is a coxcomb,* he said, ‘my lords, but he 
is a generous, though a vain fool ; and it is my 
firm belief you have this day done him more pain 
than if you had run a poniard into him.’ 

‘ Run a needle into him, you mean, abbot,* said 
the Earl of Morton ; ‘ by mine honour, I thought 
this grandson of a fashioner of doublets wiis 
descended from a crowned head at least ! * 

‘I hold with the abbot,’ said Murray ; ‘there 
were little honour in surrendering him to 12liza- 
both, but he shall bo sent where he can do her 
no injury. Our piirsiiivaiit and Bolton shall 
escort him to Dunbar, and ship liim off for 
Flanders. — But soft, hero lie comes, and leading 
a female, as I think.* 

‘ Lords and others,* said the English knight, 
with great solemnity, ‘make way for the lady 
of Picrcie Shafton — a secret wliicli I listed not 
to make known, till fate, wdiieh liatli betrayed 
what I vainly strove to conceal, makes me less de- 
sirous to hide that which I now announoo to you.* 

‘ It is Mysie Haiiner, the miller’s daughter, on 
my life ! ’ said Tibb Tacket. * 1 thought the 
pride of these Piercies would have a fa’.’ 

‘It is indeed the lovely Mysinda,’ said the 
knight, ‘whoso nicnts towards her devoted 
servant deserved higher rank tlian he had to 
bestow.’ 

*I siispoot, though,’ said ^Furray, ‘that we 
should not have heard of llie Tiiillers duugUler 
being made a lady, had not tlio knight proved 
to be the grandson of a tailor.’ 

‘My lord,’ said Piercie Shafton, ‘it is poor 
valour to strike him that cannot smite again ; 
and I hope you will consider what is due to a 
piisoner by the law of arms, and say nothing 
more on this odious subject. When I am once 
more mine own man, 1 will find a new road to 
dignity.’ 

‘AViopc one, I presume?* said the Earl of 
Morton. 

‘K’ay, Douglas, you will drive him mad,* said 
Munuy ; ‘ besides, wo have other matter in 
hand — I must see Warden wed Glendinning with 
Mary Avon el, and put him in possession of his 
wife’s castle without delay. It will be best 
done ere our forces leave these parts.* 

‘And I,* said the miller, ‘have the like grist 
to grind ; for I hope some one of the good 
fathers will wed my wench with her gay bride- 
groom.' 

‘ It needs not,’ said Shafton ; * the ceremonial 
hath been solemnly perfomod.* 

‘ It will not bo the worse of another bolting,* 
wild the miller ; ‘ it is always best to be sure, as 
1 say when I chance to take multnre^wice from 
]|;heAmemeal^saok.’ 


‘Stave the miller off him,* said Murray; *ot 
he will worry him dead. Tho abbot, hay ioKd» 
offers us the hospitality of the convent ; I move 
we should repair hither, Sir Piercie and all of os. 

1 must learn to know the Ma^l of Avenol-*to- 
morrow 1 must act as her father — All Scotland 
shall SCO how Murray can reward a faithfhl 
servant.* 

Mary Avenel and her lover atoided meeting 
the abbot, and took up tlieir temporaTy abode 
in a house of the village, >vherc next day their 
Iiands wore united by tho Protestant preacher in 
presence of the two earls. On the same day 
IMereio Shafton and his bride departed, under an 
escort which was to conduct him to the sea-side, 
aiul sec him embark for the Low (yountries. 
Early on tho following morning tho bands of the 
earls wore under march to tho Castle of Avonol, 
to invest tho young bridegroom with tho property 
of his wife, which was surrendered to them with- 
out opposition. 

But not without those omens which seemed 
to mark every remarkable event which befell 
tho fated family did Mary take possession of the 
ancient castle of her forefathers. The same war- 
like form which had appeared more than once at 
(illcndearg, was seen by Tibb Taekot and Martin, 
who returned with their young mistress to par- 
take her altered fortunes. It glided before the 
cavalcade as they advanced upon tho long cause- 
way, paused at oacli drawbridge, agd flourished 
its hand, as iu triiimxdi, as it uisappeared under 
tho gloomy archway, which was surmoiintoft by 
the insignia of the house of Avciiel. The two 
trusty servants made their vision only known to 
D<ime Glendinning, who, with much pride of 
heart, had accompanied her son to see him take 
his rank apiong the barons of tho land. * Oh, 
niy dear bairn r she exclaimed, when sbo hoard 
the tale, ‘ the castle is a grand place, to bo sure, 
but I wish ye dinna a* desire to be bacl^ in the 
quiet braes of Glcndcarg before the play be played 
out.' But this natural reflection, spnnging 
from maternal anxiety, was soon forgotten amid 
tho busy and })lcasing task of examining and 
admiring the new habitation of her son. 

While these affairs were passing, Edward had 
hidden himself and his sorrows m tho paternal 
Tower of Glcndcarg, where every ob^et was full 
of matter for bitter inflection. The abbot’s 
kindness bad despatched him thither upon pre- 
tence of placing 8om% papers belonging to tho 
abbey in safety and secrecy ; but in reality to 
prevent his witnessing the triuiqph of his brother. 
Through the deserted aparti&ents, the scene of 
so many bitter reflections, the unhappy youth 
stalked like a discontented ghost, ooiy tiring up 
around him at every stop now subjects for sorrow 
and for sclf-tgjrment. Impatient, at length, of 
the state of irritation ^nd agonized reco|[ection 
in which' *he found himself, he rushed At and 
walked hastily \ip tho glen, as if to shake oflTtlie • 
load which hung upon his mind. Tho sunVas 
setting when he reached the entrance of Corn 
nan Shian, aiU Ihe recollection of what he had 
seen when he last visited that haunted ravine, 
burst on his mind. He was in a hnmoun how- 
ever, rather to seek out danger than avald it 
^1 will free this mystio Being,* ho^sald ? 
foretold the fote which has ^vrapped m6in this 
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dress, I will know whether she has (flight 
else to tell xue of a life which cannot but be 
miserable * 

He failed not to see the White Spirit seated 
by her acoustgnicd haunt, and singing m her 
usual low and sweet tone While blie sung, slu 
seemed to look with soitou on her golden /oiu , 
which was now diminished to the line ness ot a 
silken tliioad. 

‘Fare thee well thou Holly Rieen* 

J h )U sh lit selcl u I c see i 
With all thy t,htii.rii£, i,irliiids licnding 
As to Rrect iny si w tUsctndmt 
Stirtluig the lx.wildc.rd hitid 
Who SU.S thcc y, ivc without a wind 

^ Farewell Fountain now not bng 
Shilf thou miumur to my s ini 
Whil^- thy rrjUil bublles Rlmunt, 

Keep the time ifi m>stir dinriii} 

Rise and swell rc buist and lost 
like mortal schemes by fiitune crost 

The knot of fate at length is tied 
The Churl is Lord the Maid is Biulc 
^ oinly did my magir sleiqht 
^end the lover from her sight 
Wither hush ind jien h -wtll 
1 all n is lofty Avencl * 

Tlie Vision seemed to weep wliile she sung, 


and the words impressed on Edward a melanoholy 
belief that the alliaiice of Mary with his brothei 
might be fatal to them both* 


Here terminates (he FirU Part of the Benedu 
tim s Manned \pt I hate m lam cndiaiourcd 
to a^uttam the pictise ptriod of tTuistoiyf as th 
dates (twvof be t lacth/ icionahd n ith tho^ of the 
most ate/ edited histones Jyut it is astonish iny 
how iaiihs<i thf iintcn of X iopia aic n^ion these 
i tn pm tant suh)( i ts 1 ohsi / 1 f thiU thi hai ved Ml . 
Lamcnee 'UvipUtcm^ nihis late puh/uatimi fittitlcd 
In VMiui , has not only Ucsstd the bed of JHiitard 
thf ( ontessoi iiithan cfspi uiq vnkno'U'iitoJnHtory, 
tilth sundn/ othn so/ti isws of tht sami Kind^ hut 
has inintfd tfu ndn of mitiui, and fiastid his- 
suiiu uifh aeonis in thi midst of snmmn Alt 
that ca b be at ft f<d by thi uto mist ndmiiei of this 
antluT amounts to this^—that Uu ennivi stances- 
ob)e tid to art just as ft uc as thi rfst of the story ^ 
uhuh appiarsto me (moTeespeiuilfy in th* matter 
of the (uotns) to fi a my impetteif d ftnei, amt 
that the aiithm mil do mil to \noiit by < aj tarn 
Absolutf s adiue t hi senant anflmui till hurt 
mmc lus than are tiidispinsably neicssary 



Mel Rose tod Crozter Ii sipin of Alclrose Abbey 




NOTES TO THE MONASTERY. 


Note A, p. 682 .--Hillslap and Colmslie. 

[Mr. John Borthwickof Crookston, in a note to the pub- 
lisher (June 14, 1843), Walter has reversed the 

proprietorship of these towers -that Cohfrslu’ bwloiigcd to 
Mr. Innes of Stow, while tlilUlap forms part of his esiJ'te 
of Crookston. He adds — ‘ In proof that the tower of Hill- 
slap, which I have taken measures to preserve from injury, 
was cliicfly in his head, as the tower of Glendearf^y when 
writing the Mona'itery. I iniy mtntion that, on one of the 
occasions when I had the honour of being a visitor at 
Abbotsford, the stables then being full, 1 sent a pony to 
be put up at oui tenant's at Hillslap : - “ Well,'* s.u<l Sir 
Walter, if you do that, you must trust foi its not being 
before to-rnorrow, to the prutccti ui of Halbert (llen- 
dinning against Christie of the Chnthill.” At page sS, 
\ol. iii. first edition, the “ win.hni stair" which the mo ik 
ascended is described. The wiiuling stone stair is still to 
be seen in 11 dislap, but not in eithet of the other two 
towers,' It is, however, probable, fioni the (hiats-llead 
crest on Colmdie, that that tower also had been oi old a 
possession of the Borth wicks.] 

Note B, p. 683 .— The Whiik Lady, and Euphuism. 

[Referring to the Monastery, Mr. Lockhiirtj in his 
Memoirs 0/ Stott, says he has litil to .'uld to the infotma- 
tion afforded by the Author him-iJf in his Introduction to 
the no\el, 

'The Monastery was considcied a failure the first of 
the series on which .my such sentence was pr»)nounc»'d ; — 
n )r have 1 mmh to allege in f.isour of the White I^ndy of 
Avenel, eenerdly ciilicised as the primiry blot 01 of Sir 
Piercie Shafton, who was loudly, though not ouite so 
generally, condemned. In either c.isc, considered separ- 
ately, Sir Walter seems to have erred from dwelling (in the 
German taste) on materials that might have done very 
well for a rapid sketch. ^ The phantom with whom we base 
leisure to become familiar, is sure to fail — even the Witch 
of Endor is contented with a momentary appearance and 
live syllables of the shade she evokes.’ 

‘The beautiful natural scenery, and the steiling Scotch 
char.ictcrs and manners introduced in the Monaster^', are, 
however, sufficient to redeem even these mistakes.*^ - Th* 
Author's own justification will be found in his Introductoiy 
Epistle to The Fortunes of Nigel, see Appendix to that novel.] 


Note C, p. 6gi. —Gallantry. 

As gallantry of all times and nations has the same mode 
of thinking and acting, so it often expresses itself by ^ the 
same symbols. In the civil war i745"46, a party of High- 
landers, under a chieftain of rank, came to Rose Casdc, 
the seat of the BUhop of Carlisle, but then occupied by the 
family of Squire Docrc of Cumberland. They demanded 
quarters, which of course were not to btf refu.sda to armed 
men of a .strange ftttire and unltfiom language. But the 
domestic represented to the eofikm of the mountaineers 
that the lady of the mansion had Ihpn just delivered of a 
daughter, and expressed her hopo that, under these 
ciicumstances, his party would an little trouble as 
possible. ‘ Go<l forbid,' said the gtdknt chief, ' that 1 or 
mine should be the means of adding to a lady’s incon- 
^nience at such a time. May ! request to see the infant ’’ 
The child was brought, and the Highlander, taking his 


%Aloch;Moidart has taken the famliy of Rose CastTe 


of Penicuik; and on the xoth of June still wears the 
cockade which was pinned on her breast, with a whtfe rose 
as a kindred decoration. (Lady Msuy «Clerk died in 
Edinburgh in TS34 in her 89th ^ar.] 

Note D, p. 693 .-— Fairies. 

This superstition continues to prevail, though one would 
suppose it must now be antiquated. It is only a year or 
two since an itinerant puppet showman, who, disdaining 
to acknowledge the profession of (iines de Passamontd, 
called himself an artist from Vauxhall, brought a complaint 
of a singulai nature before the Author, as Shcr ff of Selkirk- 
shire. The singular dexterity with whidi the showman 
Eld exhibited the mnchincry of his little stage, had, upon 
a Selkirk fair-day, excited the eager curiosity of some 
mcLhanics of (>alashiels. These men, from no worse motive 
thtit could be discoveied than a thirst after knowledge be- 
yond their sphere, committed a burglary upon tke barn in 
which the puimets had been consigned to repose, and 
carried them olfin the nook of their {uaids, when returning 
from Selkirk to their own village. • 

‘ But with the inoriiing cool rcflcctipn came.* 

The party found, however, they could not nuike Punch 
dance, and that the whole troop were e(2uall> intractable ; 
they h.id also, perhaps, some apprehensions of the Rhada- 
manth of the district ; and, willing to be emit of their booty 
they left the puppets seated in a grove by the side of the 
Kttiick, where^hey were sure to be touched by the first 
beams of the rising sun. Here a shephcid, who was oil 
foot with sunrise to pen his master's sheep on a field of 
turnips, to his utter astonishment, saw this train, profusely 
g.iy, sitting in the little grotto. His examination pro- 
ceeded thus : — 

Sheriff. — You saw these gay-looking things ? what did 
you think they were 

Shepkerd.-^Oxx, 1 am no that free to say what 1 might 
think they were. 

Sheriff.— Come, lad, I must have a direct answer — ^who 
did vou think they were? 

Shepherd.— sir, troth 1 am no that free to say that 
I mind wha I might think they were. 

Sheriff. — Come, come, sir ! 1 ask you distinctly, did you 
think they were the failles you saw? 

Shep)ierd.— Indeed, sir, and 1 winna say but I might 
think it was the Good Neighbours. 

Thus unwiUingly was he Igpught to allude to the irritable 
and captious inhabitants of fairyland. 

Note E, p. 701 .— Drawbridges^ Briogb-end. 

A bridge of the very peculiar construction described in 
the text, actually existed at a small hamlet about a mile 
and a half above Melrose, called from the circumstance 
Bridge-end. It is thus noticed in Gordon's Itinerarium 
Septenirionale : — ^ 

*ln another journey through the south parts of Stttland, 
about a mile and a half from Melrose, in the niire of 
Teviotdale, I saw the remains of a curious bridge^^w the 
river Tweed, consisting of three octangular pillari9N>r ra^er 
towers, standing within the water, without any arched to 
join them. The middle one, which is the most entii^, 1 ^' 
a door towards the north, and 1 suppose, another opposite 
one toward the south, which I coina not see without cross- 
ing the water. In the middle of this tower is a projection 
or cornice surrounding it : the whole is hollow from the 
door upwards, and now open at Hie .top, near which is 
a small window. 1 Was informed that not long a 
countryman and his family lived in this tower-ema 
his livelihood by laying out planks from pillar to ptllatt 
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and conveying pusengers over the river. Whether this 
be anewne or modem, i know not : but, as it is singular in 
its kind, I ^ve thought fit to exhibit it.' 

The vestiges of this uncommon species of bridge still 
exists and the Autbe^ has often seen the foundations of the 
columns when drifting down the Tweed at night, for the 
purpose of killing sglmon by torch-light. Mr. J uhn Mercer 
of Bridge-end recollects that about fifty years ago the 
pillars were visible above water ; and the late Mr. David 
Kyle of the George Inn. Melrose, told the Author that he 
saw a stone taken from the river beat ing this inscription : — 

* 1 , Sir yphn Pringle of Palmer stede. 

Give an hundred markfs of gowd sae reid, 

To htlp to blinf niy brigg tmer Tweed ' 

Pringle of Galashiejs, afterwards of Whytbank, was the 
baron to whom the bridge belonged. 


Note F, p. 736. -Quaint Epithets. 

There are many instances to be met with in the ancient 
dramas of this whimsical and conceited rustoni of persons 
who formed a^ intimacy, distinguishing eac'h other by 
some quaint epithet. In JSvery Matt out of his Humour^ 
there IS a humorous dehaie upon names most lit to hind 
the relation betwixt Sogliardo and Cavcalicio Shift, whuh 
ends by adopting tliosc of Countenance and Ri'-olution. 
What IS more to the point is in the siicech of Hedon, a 
voluptuary and a courtier in C^ynthia's /Sivr/s. ‘You 
know that I call Madam Philantia my Honour, and she 
calls me her Amuition. Now, when 1 meet her in the 

f resence anon, I will come to her and say, “Swett Honour, 
have hitherto contented my sense with the lilies of your 
hand, and now I will taste the roses of your Up.” To 
which she cannot but blushing answer, “ Nay, now you 
are too ambitious;” and then do 1 reply, “1 cannot he too 
ambitious of Honour, sweet lady. Wilt not be good ’ ” ’ — 
I think there is some lemnant of this foppei^ preseised in 
Masonic Lodges, where each brother is distinguished by a 
name in thel^odge, signifying some alistract quality, ns Dis- 
cretion, or the like. Sec the Masonic Sonj^\ of (J.is in Wilson, 
Poet Laureafb to the Lodge of St. David's. Kdin. 1788. 


ftoTK G, p. 743. —Rowland Yokke and Siukfly. 

‘ Vorke,’ says Camden, ‘ was a Londoner, a man of loose 
and dissolute behaviour, and desper.Uely audacious— 
famous In his time amongst the common bullies and 
swaggerers, as being the first that, to the gre.at admiration 
of many at his Ixilancss, brought into England the hold 
and dangerous way of fencing with the racier in duelling. 
Whereas, till that time, the English used to fight with lung 
swords and bucklers, striking w^th the edge, and thought it 
no part of man either to push or strike beneath the girdle.’ 

HaiAlig a command in the Low C''ountries,_\ orke revolted 
to the Spaniai^s, and died miserably poisoned, ns was 
supposed, by his new allies. Three years afterwards, his 
hones were dug up and gibbeted by the command of the 
States of Holland. 

Thomas Slukoly, another distinguished gallant of the 
time, was bred a merchant, being the son of a rich clothier 
in the west. He wedded the daughter and heiress of a 
wealthy alderman of London named Curtis, after whose 
death he squandered the riches he thus acquired in aM 
manner of extravagance. H is wife, whose fortune supplied 
his waste, represented to lum that he ought to make more 
of her. Stukcly replied, T will make as much of thee, 
believe me, as it is possible for any to do ; ’ and he kept 
his word in one sense, havftig stripped her e\cn of her 
wearing apparel before he finally ran away from her. 


himself and his troops in the service of King 

ostian of Portugal. He sailed with that prince on his 

fatal voyage to Uaibary, and fell with him at the battle of 

StiSiely, as one of the first gallants of the time, has had 
the h^our to be chronicled in song, in Evans’ OldBalladsy 
vol. nL edition 1810. His fate is also introduced in a 
trageojyw George Peel, as has been supposed, called the 
HkitU 0/ AlcnzoTy from which play Drydcn is alleg^ to 
have taken the idea of Don Sebastian ; if so, it is sururising 
he omitted a character so congenial to King Charles the 
Second's timei as the witty, brave, and profligate Thomas 
Stukely. 


Note H, p. 773 ,— Julian Avenel* 

If it wwa necessary to name a prototype for this brutnl, 
BcimUous, and cruel Border chief, in an age which showed 

i 


but too many such, the Laird of Black Ormtstuii might her 
selected for that purpose. Me was a friend and confidant 
of Bothwell, and an agent in Henry Darnley’s murdei. 
At his lost stage he was, like other great ofTenders, a seem- 
ing penitent ; and, as his confession bears, divers gentlemen- 
and servants being jin the chamber, he said, * For Clod s 
sake, sit down and proy for me, for 1 have been a great 
sinner otherwise * (that is, besides bis share in Darmey’s 
death), ‘ for the which Gcd is this day punishing me ; lor 
of all men on the earth, 1 ha^e been one of the proudest, 
and most high-minded, and most unclean of my body. 
But specially 1 have shed the innocent blood of one Michael 
Hunter with my own hands. Alas, therefore ! bwau.se the 
said Michael, having me lying on my back, having a fork 
in his hand, might base slain me if he had pleased, and 
did It not, which of all things grieves me most in conscience. 
Also, ill a rage 1 hangc<l a i>oor man for a horse ; - wiiht 
many otliei vi it keel dtttls, lor wliilk 1 ask my God mercy. 
It is not maiv<l 1 base been w'irked, considering the 
wicked company that tnei 1 ha\e been in, but specially 
wiihin the sesen 3 ears b^-past, in wliith 1 never saw tuo 
good mui or one good dud, but all kind of wickedness, 
and yet (jod would not suflti iiit to be lost.’ — See the W hole- 
confession in the .S fate 7 ; ra/v 

Another worthy of iht Holders, called Geordy Bourne, 
of someuhat suboidinatt i.mk, Mas a similar picture of 
profligacy. He h.idf.dUn into the hands of Sir Robert 
C.irey, then W.irdtn of ihe I'hglish Fast Maiches, Mho* 
gi\es the foIloMing aioount of Ins prisoner’s confession - 

‘ When all tilings wcie (|uiet, and the watch set at night, 
•after supper, about ttn of ihe clock, 1 took one of my 
men’s lis cries, and pul it .ilnuit me, and took imo other of 
my servants with me in theii livt iies ; and we thiee, as the 
Warden’s men. canii to the Piovost M.itshal s, wlieie 
Bourne was, and m ci c It t into his chamber. W e sate duM n 
by him, and told him Me Mtit desirous to sec hiiii^ bceai^c 
Mc luard he was stout and valiant, and Hue to his friend, 
and that Me were sony oui niastcr could not Ik. moved ti> 
save his life. Ik, volnntaiily of himsilf, said that he had 
lived long enough do s.; many villanics as he had done ; 
and withal, told us that he had lain with above forty men’s 
wives - what in England, Mhal in Scotland ; and that he 
had killed seven Eiglishnicn Mitli his own bands, cruelly 
muidoiitiL^ them ; and that he had spent his whole time in 
Mhoiipg, dunking, stealing, .11 il taking dee]) icvenge fur 
slight ofleiK ts. Jk set nnd to he vt‘r3' penitent, and much 
dt. sired a minister for the 1 1 infoi t of his soul. We jiromised 
him to ht our inasUr knoM Ins dcsiie, mIio, mc knew, 
would promptly giant it We took leave of him; and 
l»resently I took ortlei that Mr. Selby, a ve^ honcsl 
pieacher, should go to him, and net stii from him till his 
r'VLtutipn the next morning ; for after J Juid he.'ird his own 
confession, I was resolvMl no tonditions should save hix 
life, and stv took order, tJial at the gates opening the ncAt 
morning, he should he earned to tvecution, which accord- 
ingly Mas performed.’- Memoirs of Sir Robert Careyy Eart 
of Monmouth. 

[This im ident is also referred to in one of the foot-notes 
to A Legend of Montrose, p. 50. J 

NotF I, p. 783.— Foi’PI RV OF THh SiXTEFNTH CeNTURY. 

Sir Piertie Sh.'iflon’s extreme love of dress was an attri- 
bute of tlio coxcombs of tliis period. The display made by 
their forcfatheis Mas in the numbers of their letinue; but 
ns the actual influence of the nubility began to be restrained 
both in France and lingland by the increasing power of 
the Crown, the indiilgeiiee of vanity in personal display* 
became more inordinate. There are many allusions to this- 
change of custom in Shakespeare and other dramatic 
writers, where the reader may find mention made of 
‘lionds enter'd Into 

For gay api>arel ngamst the triumph day.* 

Jonson informs ua that for the first entrance of a gallant, 

' 'twere good you turned four or five himdred acres of your 
best land, into two ar three trunks CE apparel.*— 

Man out of his Nunni^f 

In the Memorie Jriwtf Somerville Eamifyy a curious 
instance occurs oif th» fashionable species of extravagance! 
In theyear 1537, when James V. brought over his short-lived 
bride from France, the Lord Somerville of the day was so* 

E rofuse in the expenxC of his apparel, that the money whicb 
e borrowed on tne occasion was compensated by a per- 
petual annuity of threescore pounds Scottish, payable out 
of the barony of Camwath tifl doomsday, which was 
assigned by the creditor t^aint Magdalen’s Chapel* 'Bf 
this deep expense the LoroT^merriUe had rendered himseir 
so glorious in apparel, that the king, who saw so Hi 
galUmt enter the gate of Holyrood, followed by tifo 
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^ pages, called upon several of the courtiers to ascertain who it 
could he who was so richly dressed and so sli^tly attended, 
and be was not recognised until he entered the presence- 
chamber. *You are very brave, my lord,' said the king, 
as he received his homage ; ' but where are all your men 
and attendants?' The Lord Somerville readily answered, 
* If it please your Majesty, here they ore,' pointing to the 
iace that was on his own and his pages' clothes ; whereat 
ehe king laughed heartily, and having; smveyed the finery 
more nearly, bade him have away with it all, and let him 
have his stout baud of spears again. 

There is a icene in Jonsoiis Every Man out of Ms 
J/uMOur (Act IV. Scene 6), in which a Euphuist of the 
aime gives an account of the effects of a duel on the clothes 
of himself and hU opponent, and never departs a syllable 
drom the catalogue of his wardrobe. We shall insert it in 
evidence that the foppery of our ancestors was not inferior 
«o that of nur own time. 

* Fastidius* Good faith, signior, now you speak of a 
•quarrel, I'll acquaint you with a difference that happened 
between a gallant and myself, Sir Puntarvolo. You know 
•him if 1 should name him — Signior Luculento. 

PunU Luculento 1 What inauspicious chanoe interposed 
itself to your two loves ? 

* Fast, Faith, sir, the same that sundered Agamemnon 

4Lnd great Thetis' son ; but let the cause escape, sir. ^ He 
sent me a challenge, mixt with some few braves, which 1 
restored ; and, in fine, we met. Now indeed, sir, I must 
-tell you, he did offer at first very desperately, but without 
judgment ; for, look you, sir, I cast myself into this figure ; 
now he came violently on, and withal, advancing bis rapier 
<0 strike, 1 thought to have took his arm, for he had left 
his body to my election, and 1 was sure he^ could nut 
recover his guard. Sir, 1 mist my purpose in his arm, 
rashed his doublet sleeves, ran him close by the left cheek 
and through his hair. He, again, light me here. —I had 
-on a gold cable hat-band, iutn new come up, about a 
murrey French hat I had ; cuts my hat-band, and yet it 
was massy goldsmith’s work, cuts my brim, which by good 
fortune, oeing thick embroidered with gold twist and 
apangles, disapppinted the force of the blow ; nevertheless 
it grazed on my shoulder, takes me away six purls of an 
Italiiui cut -work baud 1 wore, cost me three pounds in the 
Exchange but three days before 

* PuHt, This was a strange encounter. 

*Fast. Nay, you shall hear, sir. With this, we both 
fell out and breathed. Now, upon the second sign of his 
assault, 1 betook me to my former manner of defence ; he, 
on the other side, abandoned his body to the same danger 
as before, and follows me still with blows ; but 1, being 
loath to take the deadly advantage that lay before me of 
his lefl side, made a kind of straniazoun, ran him up to the 
hilt through the doublet, through the shirt and yet missed 
«the skin. He, making a reverse blow, falls upon my em- 
bossed girdle — 1 iiad Uirown off the hangers a little ^fore 
-"-strikes off a skirt of a thick-laced satin doublet I had, 
lined with four taffetas, cuts off two panes embroidered with 
pearls, rends through the drawings-out of tissue, enters the 
linings, and skips tne flesh. 

* Car. I wonder he speaks not of his wrought shirt. 

*Fasf. Here, in the opinion of mutual damage, we 

paused. But, ere I proccM, I must tell you, signior, that 
in the last encounter, not having leisure to put off my silver 
spurs, one of the rowels catched hold of the ruffles of my 
boot, and being Spanish leather, and subject to tear, over- 
throws me, rends me two pair of silk stockings that 1 put 
on, being somewhat of a raw morning, a peacn colour and 
another, and strikes me some half-inch deep into the side 
of the calf : he, seeing the blood come, presently mkes 
horse and away ; I, having bound up my wound with a 
piece of my wrovight shirt 

* Car. O, comes it in there ? 

'Fast. Kide after him, and, alighting at the court-gate 
both together, embraced, and marched hand in hand up 
into the presence. Was not this business well cauried ? 

'Moot. Well! yes; and by this we can guess what 
apparel the gentleman wore. i 

^ Punt, 'tore valopl it was a darignment begun with 
much resolution, maintained with os much prowess, and 
ended with more humanity.’ 


Note J, p. 8o6 .— Good Faith of the Borderers. 

As .some atonement for their laxity of morak on men 
occasiwis, the Borderers gfere severe observers of the fait 
pledged, even to an enemy. If any perso 
»vonl so pUghted, the individual to whom fail 
ml,?,? X observed used to bring to the next Bordej 
meenug a glove hung on the point of a spear, and procUii 


to Scots and English the name of the de&ulter. This 
was accounted so great a disgrace to all connected with 
him, that his own clansmen sometimes destroyed him) to 
escape the infamy he had brought on them. 

Constable, a spy engaged by Sir Ralph Sadler, talks of 
two Border thieves, whom he used as his guides * That 
they would not care to steal, and yet ^hat they would not 
betray any man that trusts in them, for all the gold in 
Scotland or in France. They are my guides and outlaws. 
If they would betray me they might get their pardons, and 
cause me to be hanged ; but 1 have tried them ere this.’—" 
Sadlers Letters during the Northern Inrurrection., 


Note K, p. 8o8.- Indulgences to the Monks. 

The hiberes^ caritas^ and boiled almonds, of which 
Abbot Boniface speaks, were special occasions ^or enjoying 
luxuries, afforded to the monks by grants from different 
sovereigns, or from other benefactors to the convent. 
There is one of thesM charters called De Piiancia Cenium 
Librarum. By this charter, which is very curious, our 
Robert Bruce, on the loth Januanr, and in the twelfth year 
of his reign, assigns, out of the 'customs of Berwick, and 
r.iiliiig them, out of the custoniiFbf Edinburgh or Hadding- 
ton, the sum of one hundred pounds, at the half-yearly 
terms of Pentecost and Saint Martin's in winter, to the 
abbot and community of the monks of Melrose. The pre- 
cise purpose of this annuity is to furnUh to each of the 
monlu of the said monaste^, while placed at food in the 
refectory, an extra mess of rice boiled with milk, or of 
almonds, or pea.s, or other pulse of that kind which could 
be procured in the counti^'. This addition to their com- 
mons is to be entitled the King’s Mess. And it is declared, 
that although any monk should, from some honest apology, 
want appetite or inclination to eat of the king’s mess, his 
share should, nevertheless, be placed on ilie tabTe with those 
of his brethren, and afterwards carried .c the gate and 
given to the poor. ‘ Neither is it our pleast le,' continues 
the bountiful sovereign, ‘ that the dinner, which is or ought 
to be served up to the said monks according to their aujieut 
rule, should be diminished in quantity, or rendered interior 
in quality, on account of this our mess so fuirnished ax 
aforesaid. ' It is, moreover, provided, that the abbot, ^th 
the consent of the most sage of his brethren, shall name a 
prudent and decent monk for receiving, directing, and 
expending all matters concerning this annuity for the 
benefit of the community, agreeably to the royal desire 
and intention, rendering a faithful account thereof to the 
abbot and .superiors of the same convent. And the same 
charter declarer the king’s further pleasure, that the said 
men of religion should be bound yearly and for ever, in 
acknowledgment of the above donation, to clothe fifteen 
poor men at the feast of Saint Martin in winter, and to 
feed them on the same day, delivering to each of th4m four 
ells of large or broad, or »ix ells of narrow cloth, and to 
each also a new pair of shoes or sandals, according to their 
order; and if the said monks shall fail in their engage- 
ments, or any of them, it is the king's will that the fault 
shall be redeemed by a double pierforntance of what has 
been omitted, to be executed at the sight of the chief 
forester of Ettrick for the time being, and before the return 
of Saint Martin’s day succeeding that on which the omission 
has taken place. » 

Of this charter, respecting the pittance of £xok> assigned 
to furnish the monks of Mclro.se ith a daily mess of boiled 
rice, almonds, or other pulse, to mend their commons, the 
antiquarian reader will be pleased, doubtlesis, to .see the 
original. 


Carta Regis Roeerti I. Ardati et Conventui de 
Melross. • ^ * 

Carta de Piiancia Centum Librarum, 
‘Robertas Del gracia Rex .Scottorum omnibus probis 
hominibus tocius terre sue Salutem. Sciatis nos pro 
salute onime nostre et pro salute animarum antecessorum 
et successorum no.strorum Regum Scocie Dedisse >^nces- 
sisse et hac present! Carta nostra confirmasse 0ep et 
Beate Marie virgin! et Religiosts viris Abhati ejh Con- 
ventui de Melross et eorum succe-ssoribus in powtuum 
Centum Libras Sterlingorum Annul Redditusyungt^R 
annis peretpiendas de firmis nostris Burgi Berwici sujftr 
Twedam ad terminos Pentecostis et Sancti Martini in 
hyeme pro equal! portione vel de nova Custuma nostret 
Burgi predict! si firme nostre predicte ad dictaro summani 
pecunie suflicere non poterunt vel de nova Custuma nostra 
Jflurgorum nostrortim de Edenburg et de Hadington Si 
firme nostre et Custuma nostra viUe Berwici aliquo cuu. 
contingente ad hoc forte non sufficiant. Ita quod d^a 
stimma iiecunie Centum Librarum eis atutuattm 'iactm 
et absque contradictione aliqua plenarie pmiolvatiir ffw 
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conctu alus quibuscunque assignacionibus per nos fectis 
aeu iaaenais ad inveniendum in perpecuiim singulis diebus 
cuilibet monacho monasterii predicti comedenti in Kefcc- 
torio unum fHciens ferculum risarum factarum cum lacte, 
amig^larum vel pisarum sive^ aliorum ciborum consimilis 
condicionis inventorum in patria et illud ferculum ferculum 
Regis vocabitur in eternum. Kt si aliquis monachus ex 
aliqua causa honestrl dc dicto ferculo comedere noluerit vel 
refici non poterii non minus attamen sibi de dicto ferculo 
jninistretur et ad portam pro pauperibus deportetur Nec 
volumus quod occasione ferculi no<>tri predicti prandium 
<iicti Conventus^e quo antiquitus v. ommuniter els deser* 
viri sive ministrari solebat in aliquo pcjoretur seu diminu- 
atur. Volumus insuper et ordinamus qutkl Abbas ejusdem 
monasterii qui pro tempore fueril de consensu saniorum de 
Cofiventu specialiter constituat unum monachum providum 
«t discretum ad recipiendum ordinandum et expcndendum 
totam sumniam pecunie mcmurate pro utilitate conventus 
secundum votum et intencioncni mentis nostre superius 
annotatuiu et ad reddendum fidele compotum coram Abbate 
et Majpribus de Conventu singulis annis de pecunia sic 
recepta. Et volumus quod died religiosi teneantur aniiu- 
atim in perpetuum pro^ predicta donacione nostra ad 
perpetuam nostri memormhi vestire quindecim pauperes 
ad festum Sancti Martini in hieme et eosdem cibare e^em 
•die liberando corum cuilibet quatuor ulnas panni grossi et 
lati vel sex ulnas panni strict! et eorum cuilibet unum 
novum par sotulorium de ordine suo. ^ £t si dicti religiosi 
in premissis vel aliouo premissorum aliquo anno defecerint 
volumus quod illiia quod minus perimpletum fuerit dup- 

} >licetur diebus magis ncccssariis per visum capitaJis 
brestarii nostri de Selkirk, qui pro tempore fuerit. Et 
quod dicta dupplicatio fiat ante natela domini proximo 
sequens festum Sancti Martini predictum. In cujus rei 
testimonium present! Carte nostre sigillum nostrum pre- 
cipimus apponi. Testibus venerabilibus in Christo patribus 
Willielmo, Johanne, Willielmo et David Sancti Andree^ 
Olas^ensis, Dunkeldensis et Moraviensis ecclesiarum dei 
tfracm episcopis Bernardo Abbate de Abirbrothock Cancel- 
Tario, DuncanO; Malisio, et Hugone de Fyf de Strathin et 
de Ross, Co^itibus Waltero Senescallo Scocie. Jacobo 
domino de Duglas et Alexandro Fraser Camcrario nostro 
■Sconie milit ibus. Apud Abirbrothock, decimo die Januarij. 
Anno Kegni nostri vicesimo.' 


Note L, p. 823 .»Gknralogy of the Douglas 
Family. 

The late excellent and laborious antiquary, Mr. George 
Chalmers, has rebuked the vaunt of the ho«se of Douglas, 
or rather of Hume of Godscroft, their historian, but with 
less than his wonted accuracy. In the first volume of his 
Caledonia^ he quotes the in Godscroft for the 

purpos«jof confuting it. 

Tnc historian (of the Dc jglases) cries out, *We do not 
know them in the fountain, but in the stream ; not in the 
root, but in the stem ; for we know not which is the mean 
man that did rise above the vulgar ’ This assumption Mr. 
Chalmers conceives ill-timed, and alleges that, if the 
historian had attended more to research than to declama- 
4 ion, he might easily have seen the first mean man of this 
renowned family. This he alleges to have been one Theo- 
•baldus Flammaticus, or Theobald the Fleming, to whom 
Arnold. Abbot of Kelso, between the years 1147 and xt6o, 
granted certain lands on Douglas water, by a deed which 
Mr. Chalmers conceives to the first link of the chain of 
title-deeds to Douglasdale. Hence, he says, the family 
' must renounce their family domain, or acknowledge this 
•obscure Fleming as tbeir ancestor. Theobald the Fleming, 
it is acknowledged, did not himself assume the name of 
Douglas ; * but, "saiys^he antiquary, *his son William, who 
inherited his estate, called himself, and was^ named by 
others, De Duglas ; ' and he refers to the deeds in which he 
is so designed. Mr. Chalmers' full argument may be found 
in the first volume of his Caledonia, p. 579. 

This proposition is one which a Scotsinan will admit 
unwillingly, and only upon undeniable testimony ; and as 
it is diable to strong grounds of challenge, the present 
Atttlio\with all the respect to Mr. Chalmers which his 
asealousRnd eflectual researches merit, is not unwilling to 
talu this Opportunity to state some plausible grpunds for 
douvting that Theobaldus Flammaticus was cither the 
latW or the first William de Douglas, or in the slightest 
•degree connected with the Douglas fiunily. 

It must first be oteerved that there is no reason whatever 
for concluding Theobaldus Flammaticus to be the father of 
de Xtougias, except that they both held lands upon 


the small river of Douglas ; and that there are two strong 
presumptions to the contrary. For, first, the father being 
named Fleming, there seems no good reason why the son 
should have assumed a difierent designation ; secondly, 
there does not occur a single instance of the name of Theo- 
bald during the long line of the Douglas pedigree, an 
omission very unlikely to take place had the original father 
of the race been so called. These are secondary considera- 
tions indeed ; but thev are important, in so far as they 
exclude any support of Mr. Chalmers' system, except from 
the point which he has rather assumed than proved, namely, 
that the lands granted to Theobald the Fleming were the 
same which weic granted to William de Douglas, and which 
constituted the original domain of wjiicn we find this 
powerful family lords. 

Now, it happens, sinmilarly enough, that the lands 
granted by the Abbot of Kelso to I'heohaldus Flammaticus 
are not the same of which William de Douglas was in 
possession. Nay, it would appear, from comparing the 
charter granted to Theobaldus Flammaticus, that, though 
situated on the water of Douglas, they never made a part 
of the jiarony of that nanie^ and therefore cannot be the 
same with those held by William de Doughis in the succeed- 
ing generation. But if William dc 1 )ouglas did not su( ceed 
Iheobaldus Flammaticus, there is no more reason for hold- 
ing these two persons to he father and son than if they bad 
lived in diflerent provinces ; and we ai e still as far from 
having discovered the fitst mean man of the Douglas family 
as Hume of (fodscroft was in the x6th century. We leave 
the question to antiquaries and genealogists. 


Note M, p. 823 .— Pedigree of the Stuarts. 

To atone to the memory of the learned and indefatigable 
Chalmers for having ventured to impeach his genealogical 
proposition concerning the descent of the Douglases, we are 
miind to render him our grateful thanks for the felicitous 
light which he has thrown on that of the House of Stuart, 
still more important to Scottish history. 

The acute pen of Lord Hailes, which, like the spear of 
Ithuriel, conjured so many shadows from Scottish history, 
had dismi'%scd among the rest those of Banqiio and Fleance, 
the rejection of which fables left the illustrious family of 
Stuart without an ancestor beyond Walter the son of Allan, 
uho IS alluded to in the text. The researches of our late 
le.'irned antiquary detected in this Walter, the destendant 
of Allan, the son of Flnald, tvho obtained m>ni William the 
Conqueror the Castle of Osvi estry in Shropshire, and was 
the father of an illusti ions line of English nobles, by his 
, first son William, :md by liis second son Walter, the pro- 
genitor of the royal lanniy of Stuart. 


Note N, p. 825.— The White Spirit. 

The conlrisance of provol^ing the irritable vanity of Sir 
Piercie Shafton, by jiieseniing him with u Imdkin, in- 
dicative of his dcsi cut from a tailor, is borrowed from a 
German romance, by the celebrated Tieck, called Das 
Peter Manncheii, /.<*. I'be Dwarf Peter. The being who 
gives name to the talc, is the Burg-geist, or castle speett'e, 
of a (German family, whom he aids with his counsel, as hd 
defends their lastle by his supernatural power. But the 
Dwarf Peter is so iinrortunate an adviser, that all his 
^counsels, though producing success _ in the immediate 
Vcsults, are in the issue attended with mishap and with guilt. 
The youthful baron, the ouner of the haunted castle, falls 
in love with a maitlen, the claugliter of a neighbouring 
count, a man of gieat pride, wlio refuses him the hand of 
the young lady, on account of his own superiority of 
descent. The lover, repulsed and affronted, reUirns to 
take counsel with the Dwarf Peter, how he may silence the 
count, and obtain the victory in the argument, the next 
time they enter on the toj>ic of pedigree. The dwarf gives 
his patron 01 pujiil a hnrse-shoe, instructing him to give 
it to the count when he is next giving himself .superior airs 
on the subject of his family. It has the effect accordingly. 
The count, understanding it as an allusion to a misalliance 
of one of his ancestors with the daughter of a blacksmith^ 
is thrown into 'i dreadful passion with the young lover, the 
consetpiences of which are the seduction oAbe young lady, 
and the slaughter of her father. 

If we supjHise the dwarf to represent the corrupt part of 
human nature,— that Maw in our members which wars 
against the law of our miudsj the work forms an iugooiotta 
allegory. 
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INTROD UCTOR Y EPISTLE 

FROM CAPTAIN CLUTTERBVCN LATE OF If IS MJJESTrS —JrEGIMENT OF 
INFANTRY, TO THE AUTHOR OF WAVER LEY, 


SiK,— Ahhoueh I do not pretend to the pleasure of your 
personal acquaintance, like many whom 1 believe to 1m 
equally stranj^ers to you, 1 am nevertheless intetested in 
your publications, and desiie their continuance ; - not that 
I pretend to much Uste in fictitious composition, or that 1 
am apt to be interested in your f^rave scenes, ot amused by 
those whif;li are meant to be lively I will not disRuisv 
fiom you that I have yawned over the last interview of 
Macivor aad his and fell fairly asleep while the 

.schoolmaster was reading the humouis of Dandie I Hnmont. 
You see, sir, that 1 scorn to solicit your favour in a way 
to which you are no stranger. If the papcis 1 enclose you 
are worth nothing, I will not endeavour to recommend 
them by personal flattery, as a bad cook poms rancid 
butter upon stale fish. No, sir ! what 1 lespect in you is 
the light you ha>e occcisionally thrown on national auticjiii* 
ties, a study which 1 have commenced rather late in life, 
but to which I am attached with tlie devotion of a first 
love, because it is the only study I ever cared a farthing 
for. 

You shall have my history, sir (it will not reach to three 
volumes), liefore that of my manuscript ; and as you 
usually throw out a few lines of \ erse (by w.ay of skirmishers. 
1 suppose) at the bead of each division of piosc, I have had 
the luck to light upon a sunza iii the schoolmastc*r’s copy 
of Bums which desciilxrs me exactly 1 love it the better, 
because it was origin.illy designed for Uapmin (Irose, an 
excellent antiquary, though, like yourself, somewhat too 
apt to treat with levity his o>v n pursuits : 

Tis soul lie was a soldier bred, 

And anr wad rather f.ien iliaii fled; 

But new he's quit the spurtic Made, 

And qog'Skiii wallet. 

And ta’cn the— antiquarian trade, 

1 think they call it. 

I never could conceive what influenced me, when a boy, 
in the choice of a profession. Military zeal and ardom it 
was not, which made me stand out for a commission in the 
Scots l^vsiUers, when my tutors and curators ished to bind 
me apprentice to old David Stiles, clerk to his M.ajesty’s 
Signet. 1 say, military zeal it was not; for 1 was no 
fighting boy in my own person, and cared not a penny to 
the history of the heroes who turned the world upside 
down in former ages. As for courage, I had, as 1 have 
since discovered, Ju.st as much of it as .served my tutii, and 
not one gram of surplus. I soon found out, indeed«JiluLt 
in action there was danger in running away tbanln 
standing fast ; and, baides, i could not afford to lose my 
commission, which was my chief means of support. But, 
as for that overboiling valour, which X has’e heard many of 
ours talk of, though I seldom observed that it influenced 
them in the actual affair, -^that exuoerant zeal, which courts 
Danger as a bride, •-^uly my courage was of a complexion 
much less ecstatical. 

Again, the love of a red coat, which, in default of all 
other aptitudes to the profession, has made many a bad 
soldier and some good ones, was an utter stranger to my 
disposition. 1 cared not a * bodle ’ for the company of the 
mi^ : nay, though there was a boarding-senool in the 
viiUge, and though wc used to meet vrith its fair inmates 
at Simon Lightfoot's weekly practising, I cannot recollect 
any strong emmiqhs being excited on these occasions, ex- 
the mftnite regret with which 1 went throng the 
polgic qpremonial of presenting my partner with an orange, 


thrust into my pockrt by my aunt for this special purpose, 
but which, had 1 dared, 1 cci Lainly would have secreted for 
my own peisonal use. As for vanity, or love of finery for 
itself, I was such a stranger to it, that the difliciilty was 
great to make me kiush niy coat, and appear in proper 
trim u|>on parade. ^ 1 shall nc\ cr forget the rebuke of m} old 
colonel, on a morning when the king reviewed a brigade of 
which ours made pait. I am no friend to extravagance, 
Knsign Cluttcrbuck,’ said he; ‘but, on the day when we 
are to pass befoie the sovereign of the kingdom, in the 
name of (lod 1 would liavc at least .shown him an inch of 
clean linen.' 

Thus, a .stranger to the ordinary motives which lead 
young men to make the army their choice, and without the 
least desire to become either a hero or a dandy, I really do 
not know what determined my thorghts that way, unless it 
were the happy state of half-pay indolence enjoyed^ by 
Capmin Doolittle, who had set up his staff of rest in my 
native vill.^e. Every other person had, or seenied to 
have, sometbing to do, less or moi e. They aid not, indeed, 
precisely go to schoid and le.irn usks, that last of evils in 
my estimation ; but it did not escape my boyish observa* 
tion, that thw were all boilieied with something or other 
like duty or b.i)otir -all but the happy Captain Doolittle 
Ihe minister had his parish to visit, and bis preaching to 
prepare, though perhaps he made mote fus.s than he needed 
alxmt both The laiid bad his farming and improving 
operations to superintend ; .ind, besides, tie bad tP attend 
trustee meetings, and lieutenancy meetings, and head- 
courts, and meetings of justices, and what not— was as 
early up (that I detested), and as much in the open air. wet 
and dry, as his own grieve The shopkeeper (the village 
boasted but one of eminence) stood indeed pretty much at 
his ease behind his counter, foi his custom w'as by no means 
over burden vmie ; but still he enjoyed his status, a$ the 
Bailie calls it, upon condition of tumbling all the wares in 
his 1>ooth over and over, when any one chose to want a 
yard of muslin, a mousetrap^in ounce of caraways, a paper 
of pins, the sermons of Mr reden, or the Life of Jaclc the 
(Jiant Queller (not Killer, as usually erroneously written 
and pronounced —See my e.ssay on the true history of this 
worthy, where real facts hkve in a peculiar degree been 
ol>sciired by fable) In short, all in the village were under 
the necessity of doing something which they would rather 
have left undone, excepting Captain Doolittle, who walked 
every momingin the open street, which formed the high 
mall of our viil^e, in a blue coat with a red neck, and 
played at whist the whole evening, when he could make 
up o party. This happy vacuity of all employment ap* 
peared to me so delicious, that it became the primaj^ hint, 
ti^bich according to the system of Helvctius, ns the tffinister 
says, determined my infant talents towards the pro^ion I 
was destined to illustrate. M 

But who, alas ! can form a just estimate of futtire 
prospecU in this deceitful world ? 1 was not long engfited 
in my new profession, before 1 discovered that^ if the m* 
dependent indolence of half-pay was a paradise, the officer 
must pass through the purgatory of duty and^ service in 
order to ^in admission to it. Captain Doolittle might 
brush his blue coat with the red neck, or leave it unbrushed, 
at his pleasure; but Ensign Outterbuck had no such 
option. Captain Doolittle might go to bed at ten d'ckicki 
ir he had a mind ; but the ensign must make the raoilds 
in his turn. What was wane, the captain might reipose 
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under the teeter of his tent*bed until noon, if he was so 
pleased but the ensign, God help him, had to appear 
upon parade lU peep of day. As for duty, 1 made that as 
easy as 1 cdUld, had the sergeant to whisper to me the 
woras of command, and bustled through as other folks 
did. Of service, 1 raw enough for an indolent man— was 
buffeted op and do«m the world, and visited both the East 
and West Indies, Egypt, and other distant places, which 
my youth had scarce dreamed of. The French 1 saw, and 
felt too ; witness two fingers on my right hand, which one 
of their cursed h^sars took off wim his sabre os neatly as 
an hosmtal surgeon. At length the death of an old aunt, 
who len me some fifteen hundred pounds, snugly sested in 
the three per cents, gave me the long-wished-for oppor* 
tufkity of retiring, with the prospect of enjoying a clean 
shirt and a guinea four times a-week at least. 

For the purpose of commencing my new way of life, I 
selected for my residence the village of Kennaquhair,*' in 
the south of Scotland, celebrated for the ruins of its mag- 
nificent monasteiy, intending there to lead iny futuie life in 
the oiiunt cum lagyiitate of half-pay and annuity. 1 was 
not long, however, in makfhm^e grand di!>covcr 3 r that, in 
order to enjoy leisure, it i^ Absolutely nercssaiy it should 
be preceded by occupation. For some time it was delight- 
ful to wake at daybreak, dreaming of the rAv/V/t.^— then to 
recollect my happy emancipation from the slavery that 
doomed me to start at a piece of clattering parchment, tuni 
on my other side, damn the pat^e, and go to sleep again. 
But even this enjoyment bad its termination ; and time, 
when it became a stock entirely at my own disposal, began 
to hang heavy on my hand. 

I angled for two days, during which time I lost twenty 
hooks, and several scores of yards of gut and line, and 
caught not even a minnow. Hunting was out of the 
que'ition, for the stomach of a horse by no means agrees with 
the half-pay establishment. When I shot, the shepherds 
and ploughmen, and my very dog, quir/ed me every time 
that I missed, which was, generally speaking, eveiy time I 
tired. Besides, the country gentlemen in this ouarter like 
their game, began to talk of prosecutions ana intci diets. 

1 did not give^ up rghting the French to commence a 
domestic war with th. ‘ pleasant men of Tcviotdalc,’ as the 
song calls them ; so I e'en spent three days (ver^’a^reeribly) 
in cleaning my gan, and disposing it upon two hooks over 
mychimney-piecc. ^ 

The success of this accidental experiment set me on try 
ing my skill in the mechanical arts. Accordingly I took 
dow'n and cleaned my landlady’s cuckoo-clock, and in so 
doing silenced that companion of the spring for evei and 
a day. 1 mounted a turning-lathe, and in attempting to 
use It, I very nearly cribbed off, with an iiiih-and-half 
former, one of the fingers w'hich the hussar had left me. 

Bookgl tried, both those of the little circulating library, 
and of the more rational subscription collection niaint.*iined 
by this intellectual people. But neither the light reading 
of the one, nor the heavy artillery of the other, suited my 
purpose. 1 always fell asleep at the fourth or lifth page 
of history or disquisition ; and it took me a month's hard 
reading to wade through a half-bound trashy novel, during 
which 1 was pestered with^ applications to return the 
volumes by every half-bred milliner’s miss about the place. 
In short, during the time when all the town liesides had 
something to do, 1 had nothing for it but to walk in the 
churchyard, and whistle till it was dinner-time. 

During these promenadesf the ruins necessarily forced 
themselves on my attention, and by degrees I found my- 
self engaged in studying the r^re minute ornaments, and 
at length the general plan, of this noble structure. ^ The 
old sexton aidAl my labours, and gave me his portion of 
traditional 4ltre. Every day added something to my stuOk 
of knowledge respecting the ancient state of the building ; 
and at length I made discoveries concerning the purpose 
of several detached and very ruinous portions of it, the use 
of which had hitherto been either unknown altogether or 
erroneously explained. 

The ^nowledjge which I thus accpiired 1 had frequent 
oppommities of retailing to those visitors whom the pro- 
gr^ oia Scottish tour brought to visit this celebrated 
spot, mthout encroaching on the privilege of my friend 
tae^extoff, X became gradually an assistant cicerone^ in 
the Task of description and explanation, and often (seeing 
a fresh party of visitors arrive) has he turned over to me 
those to whoift he had told half his story, with the flatter- 
ing observation, *What needs I say ony mair about it? 
TK««'s the captain kens mair anent it than I do, Or any 
man in the town.' Then would 1 salute the strangers 
eourteonsly, and expatiate to their astonish^ minds upon 
tii^ts and chancels, and naves, arches, Gothic and Saxon 


architraves, mnlltens and flying buttresses It not unfre* 
quently happened^ that an acquaintance which commenced 
in the Abbey conmudsd in the inn, which served to relieve 
the solitude as well as gbn monotony of my landlady’s 
shoulder of mutton, whether lOast, cold, or hashed. 

By degrees my rilini became enlaiged ; I found a book 
or two which enlightened me on the subject of Gotbu. 
architecture, and 1 read now with pleasure, because 1 was 
interesud in what 1 read about. Even my character began, 
to dilate and expand. I spoke with more authority at the 
club, and was listened to with deference, because on one 
subject, at least, I possessed more information than any of 
its members. Indeed, 1 found that even my stories about 
Egypt, which, to say truth, wej|^ somewhat threadbare, 
were now listened to with more respect than formerly 
* The captain,’ they said, ' had something in him after a’, 
—there were few folk ken'd sae muckle about the Abbey. 

With ihis general approbation waxed my own sense of 
self-importance, and my feeling of general comfort. I ate 
with more appetite, 1 cligcsted with more case^ 1 lay down 
at night with joy, and slept sound till morning, when 1 
aiose with a sense ot busy importance, and lu^ me tO" 
measure, to examine, and to rompaie the various parts of 
this interesting structure. 1 lost all sense and conscious- 
ness of cei t.iin unpleasant sensations of .i nondescript nature, 
al)out my head and stomach, to ^chicll T had been in the 
habit of attending, moic for* the benefit of the village 
apothecary than my own, for the pure want of soinethuig 
else to think about. 1 had found out an ocaijmtion un- 
wittingly, and was ha))i>y liecaiisc 1 had something to do. 
In a wotcl, I had commenced local antiquarj', and was not 
unworthy of the name. 

\yhilst I was in this plcasinq career of busy idleness, for 
so it might at best be railed, it happened tliat I was one 
night sitting in iny little pailour, adjiSucnt td the closet 
which my landlady calls my bedroom, in the act of pre- 

i taring for an e.irly retreat to the realms of Morpheus* 
)ugdalc's MottasficoM, liorrowtU fi« m the libraiy at 

A , was 1> m^ on the table before me, flanked by some 

excellent Cheshiie c luese (a present, by the way, from an 
honest London citizen, to whom 1 had explained the differ- 
ence between a Gothic and a Saxon .’ircfi), and a glass of 
Vaiideih.vgen’s best ale. Ihus armed at all points against 
iny old enemy lime, 1 was leisurely and deliciously pre- 
paring foi U'd— now re.'iding a line of old Dugdule— now 
sipping my ale, or munching my bread and cheese — now 
undoing the sitings at my bieeihes’ knees, or a button or 
tw'o of my waistco^it, until the \illagc clock should strike 
ten, bc‘furc wbirh time I make it a rule never to to bed. 
A loud knocking, howesei, inteirupted my ordinary pro- 
cess on this occasion, and the \oicc of my honest landlord 
of the (ieorge was heard yocifcialingjt ‘ What the deevil, 
Mis. Gnmslccs, the captain is no in his bed and a gentli- 
man at our house has oidered a fowl :md niinched collops, 
and a bottle of slicri y, and has sent to ask him to supper, 
to tell him all about the Abbey.’ 

*Na,’ answered Luckie Grimslees, in the true sleepy 
tone of .1 ‘'iiaiish matron when ten o’clock is going to 
strike, ‘hes no in his lied; but I’sc warrant him no j^ac 
out at this time o night to keep folks sitting up waiting 
for him— the captain’s a decent man.’ 

I plainly i>iiccivcd this last compliinent was made for 
my hearing, by way both of indicating and of recommend- 
ing the course of conduct which Mrs. Grimslees desired 1 
should pursue. But 1 had not been knocked about the 
world for thii ty years and odd, and li\ ed a bluff bachelor 
the whib*, to come home and be put under petticoat govern- 
ment by my landlady. Accordingly 1 opened my cham W 
door, and desired my old friend David to walk up*stairs. 

‘ Captain,’ said he, ns he entered, M am as glad to find 
y ou up as if 1 had hooked a twenty-pound saumun. There’s 
a ^(etitleman up yondet that will not sleep sound in his bed 
this blessed night unless he has thp pleasure to drink a 
glass of wine with you.' 

' You know, David,' I replied, wrilh becoming dignity, 
'that 1 cannot with propriety go out to visit strangers at 
this time of night, or accept of invitations from people of 
whom I know nothing.' 

David swore a lound oath, and added, 'Was ever the 
like heard of? lie lias ordered a fowl and egg rauce, a 


tThe George was, end is, fbe priaoipal inn ta the i 
Kennaquhair, ur Melrose. But the landlord of the pe.,,- 
not the same civil and quiet person by whom the inn is nowli 
David Kyle, a Melrose proprietor of no little ImpeniaCi. 
rate person of ccmsequence in whatever be'onged to the 
of the town, was the oiiglnal owner end landlorn of Ih* liui, 
Davit, like many other busy men, took so much care of i 
aff irs. as in some degree to negieet his own. Thera are i 
^ alive at Xennuinhetar who cam recoraise him and bis p 
In the fbUouing sketch of mine holt oftne Graige. 


* Melrose. 
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pincake and miticbfed collops and a bottle of sherry D ye 
thmk 1 wad come and a^k )ou to go to keep company with 
ony fast English nder that sups on toasted cheese and a 
sheerer of rufn toddy * I his is a gentleman every inch of 
him. and asirtuoso a dean virtuoso— a sad colour stand 
of ciaithes, and a wig like the curled bnck of a mug ewe 
The very first question he speered was about the auld 
drawbng that h is been at the bottom of the water these 
twat score years— 1 have seen the foundations when we 
were sticking siumon — And how the deevil suld he ken 
onything about the auld drawbrig, unless he were a 
wirtuosj’ * 

David being a virtuoso in his own way^ and moreover a 
landholder and heritor was a qualified judge ill who 
frequented his house and therefore I could not avoid again 
t) mg the strings of m> knees 

fhats right captain vociferated Davjl you twa 
will be as thick as three in a bed on ance >e foi gather 
1 haem seen the like j him my very sel since 1 saw the 
^ threat Doctor Samuel Johnson on his tower tlfough Scot 
9 and whilk tower is l>ing in my back pirlour for the 
imusemcnt of my guests wi the twa boards torn off 

‘ Then the gentleman is a scholar David? 

I se uphaud him i scholar answered David , he his 
.<1 black coat on or a brown ane at ony rate 

Is he a clergyman ^ 

1 am thinl mg no f >r he looked after his horse s supper 
liefore he spoke q his am replied nunc host 

* His he a servant i demanded 1 

‘Nic servant answered David but a grinl face o 
his am that w id g ir onybody be willing to erve him th t 
d )ks upon him 

And what makes him think of disturbing mc^ Ah 
David this has Ijecn some of >oui chitterng >ou are 
perpetu illy bringing >oiii guests on ii y shoiil lers xs if it 
were m3 business to e itert iin eveiy man who comes to the 
<,tcorgc 

What the deil wad 30 hie me d i captain’ a isvvered 
vnine host a geiitlemm lights down and asks me in 
a most earnest minnei what man of se se and leainin^ 
there is about our town that can tell him ibout tl c aiiti 
4],uities ot the place ind specially about the auld \bbe> — 
ye wadna hac me tell the gentleman a lee and ye ken 
weel en< uch there i n lebody in the town can siy i re as n 
4ible w ird a1 out it 1 e it no yoursel except tl c bedral 
amd he is as f lu is a v ip« r by this time So sa3 s 1 there s 
Ciptain Clutterbuek thats a very civil gentleman and 
^las little tJ do foiby telling a the auld cracks bout the 
Abbey, and dwells just hard ly Ihen says the ge itle 
man to me Sir s 13 s he very civilly h ivc the ,, Incss 
to step to Captain Clutti rbuek with my complin ents and 
say I am a stranger who have been led to these parts 
chiefly by the fime of these rums and thit I vvnild eill 
upon him but the hour is late And mair he said that I 
have forgotten but I weel remember it ended And 
landlord f ct a liottle of your best sheiry and s ipper f r 
two — Ye w idna have had me refuse to do the gentleman s 
Eulding and me a publican i 

* Well ]!>avid said I 1 w ish your virtuoso had taken 

SI fitter hour —but as you say he is a gentlem in 

I se uphaud him that— the order speaks for itsel - a 
bottle of sheiry — mmched collops and a fjwl — th s 
■speaking like a gentleman I trow?— That s right cipt in 
button weel up the night s raw- but the watei s clearing 
for a that we 11 be 011 1 neist night wi my lord s bo its 
and we 11 hac ill luck if I dinna send 30U a kipper to relish 
your ale at e en t 

In five minutes after this dialogue I Ound myself in the 
pa lour of the George and in the presence of the stran{,er 

He was a grave personage about m3 own age (which we 
shall call about fifty) and really had, as my friend Oivid 
expressed it something in his face that inclined men to 
oMige and serve him Yet this expression of authority 
was not at all of the cast which 1 have seen in the counten 
nnee of a general of brigade, neither was the stranger s 
sliess at all martial It consisted o' a uniform suit of iron 
grey e otbes. cut in rather an old fashioned form His 
legx were oefended with strong leathern gambadoes 
which according to an antiouarian contrivance, opened 
at the sides, and weie secured by steel clasps His coun 
tenanre was worn as much by toil and sorrow as by we 
for It intimated that he had seen and endured much His 
aidress was singularly pleasing and gentlemanlike^ and 


* More Im been Mid ebout this old bndire See Note I 
.. ooWernan whose hosts are mentfonod In the text is the 
SomervlUe oit Intimete friend of the 


the apology which he made for disturbing nw at such mi 
hour, and m such a manner, was so well and hBnd»omsl|r 
expressed, that I copM not reply otherwise than by decla^ 
mg my willingness to be of service to him 
^1 have been a traveller today, sir said he, 'and 1 
would willingly defer the little 1 have to say till after 
supper for which I fee! rather more ap^tixed than usual ' 
We sat down to table and, notwithstanding the 
strangers alleged appetite as well as the gentle pre* 
paration of cheese and ale which I had already laid 
aboard I really believe that I of the two/jid the greater 
honour to my friend David s fowl and mince i collops 
When the cloth was removed and we had each made a 
tumbler of negus of that liquor which hosts call Sherry, 
and guests call 1 isbon 1 perceived that the stranger 
seemed jiensive silent and somewhat embamssed as tf 
he had something to communicate which he knew not 
well how to introduce lo pave the way for him I spoke 
of the ancient rums of the Monastery ind of iheir history 
But to my 4,reat surpuse 1 found 1 had met my patch 
with a witness Ihc strangei not only knew all that I 
could tell him but a f^rext de'A more lid what was 
still more inoi tifying he was able by reference to dates, 
ehai ters and other evidenc e of facts that is Bums says, 
d }wn 1 l>e disp ited to e ^rrect m iny of the vague t lies 
which 1 had adopted on Ixise and vulgai tradition as 
well a to (onfute more th m one of my fivmnte theories 
on the subject of the old monks and their dwellings, 
which I had s}rrted freely in all the presumption of 
uperior information And hen 1 cannot but remark 
that much of the strani,ti s ii^uments and inductiois 
rested upon thi auth iity of Mr Deputy Keeister of 
Scotland t md his lucul r iti ns a gentleman vmose in 
defitieiblc research into the national reecrds is like to 
Jtstro3 my trade an 1 thit of all lical intiquanes by 
substituting truth instead l f let^e id iricl romance Alas ! 
I would the leai ned gentleman did but kn w how difficult 
It IS for usdeilers in petty waxes of antiquity to 

1 1 ck from cur men iries a r oted legend 

R ze t the 1 r ttei rtr r 1 f o r b iH' 

Or clea sc our b so ns of li it 1 crilous stuff— 

and so forth It would I am sure move his pity to think 
how many old digs he hath set to learn new tucks, how 
miny venerable parr ts he hath taueht to sing a new 
song how many prey h ads he hatti addled by vain 
attempts 1 1 exchange then old f>r his new 

^ttmpsimus Put let it piss Humana ptrpcsst sunvus 
All ehonkcs rc^nd us p st present and to come that 
which was histjr3 ytsltrdiy becomes fible tod 13, and 
the truth of 1 1 d i> is hatched into a lie I y 1 1 monow 
I in luig, myself like lo be overpowered in the M mastery 
which I hod hitherto re^ irdca as my citadel I began 
like a skilful general to eva u ite that place of defence, 
lid h^ht my wa3 thr>u,,h the idj cent country I had 
lee urse to my icquaintanee with the families and anti 
quittes of tl e neighbourhox d ^roftnd on which 1 thought 
1 might skirmish at laige without its being possible for the 
stranger t ) meet me with advantage But I was mistaken 
I he man in the inn grey suit showed a much more 
minute 1 nowledge if these \ articulars than I had the least 
prctdisioii to He could tell the very year in which the 
funily of De Hagi first settled on their ancient barony 
Not a thine within reuh but he knew his family and 
c mnections how many of his ancestors had fallen by the 
sword of the B nglish how many in domestic brawl, and 
how many by the hand of the executioner for march 
trexson Iheir castles he was acquainted with from 
turret to foundation tone and as for the miscellaneous 
antiquities scattered about the countiy, «e knew everyone 
of them from a eromleck to a cairk^ and could give as 
good an account of each as if he bad lived in the tune of 
the Danes or Diuids 

I was now in the mortifying predicament of one who 
suddenly finds himself a sehc lar w hen he came to teach, and 
nothing was left for me but to pick up as much of has con 
versation os 1 could for the benefit of the next comaeny 
I told indeed All in Ramsay s story of the B/Bofk and 
Millers Wife in order to retreat with some honou under 
cover of a parting volley Here however, my SKuik 
again tuniM by toe eternal stranger 


\ ThomM Thomsen Esq whose w«U deserved pmtmrlc engirt 
be found on another png« than one written by an btfiiate inmM 
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B betide whateer betide , 
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APPENDIX TO THE MONASTERY 


* You are pleased to be facetious, sir,’ said he ; * but you 
cannot be ignorant that the ludicrous incident you men< 
tioned is the subject of a tale much older than that of 
Allan Ramsay.’ 

1 nodded, unwilling to acknowledge my ignorance, 
chough, in factj I^new no more what he meant than 
did one of my fnenu David’s post-hor&es. 

*I do not allude,' continued my omniscient companion, 

^ to the curious poem published by Pinkerton from the 
Maitland ^ Manuscript, called Kryars of Berwick, 
although it presents a very minute and amusing picture 
of Scottish manners during the reign of James V. ; but 
rather to the Italian novelist, by whom, so far as 1 know, 
the story was first printed, although unquestionably he 
first took his original from some ancient fabliau. * 

‘ It is not to be doubted,’ answered 1, not very well 
understanding, however, the proposition to which 1 g^ve 
Siuch unqualified assent. 

‘ Yet,’ continued my companion, ‘ I question much, h.xd 
you ksiown my situation and profession, whether you 
would have p^ched upon this precise anecdote for my 
amusement.’ 

This observation he mafte in a tone of perfect good* 
humour. I pricked up my ears at the hint, and answered 
as politely as I could, that my ig’ioiance of his condition 
and rank could be the only cause of my having stumbled 
on anything disagreeable . and that I was most willing to 
apologize for my unintentional oflence, so soon as I should 
know wherein it consisted. 

_ ‘ Nay, no ofTence, sir,’ he replied ; ‘ ofTence can only 
exist where it is t.'iken. 1 have been too long accustomed 
to more severe and ct uel misconstructions, to be offended 
at a popular jest, though directed at my profe-sion.* 

'Am 1 to understand, then,' I answered, 'that I am 
tspeaking with a Catholic clergy nun 

‘ An unwoithy monk of the Order of Saint Benedict,’ 
said the strangei, ‘belonginij' to a community of your 
own countrymen, long established in hranic, and scat- 
tered unhappily by the events of the Revolution.’ 

' 7 ''hen,' saM T, ' you are a native Scotchman, and from 
this ncigiibourhood ^ ’ 

‘^ot so,’ ansxvered the monk ; * I am a .Scotchman by 
extraction onlyj and never was in this neighbourhood dur- 
ing my whole life.' 

‘Ne\oi in this^ neijjhbourliood, and yet so minutely 
acquainted with its history, its traditions, and even its 
cMetnal scenery ! You suiprise me, sii,' 1 replied. 

' It is not sur])rising,’ he said, ‘that I should have that 
sort of local information, when it U lonsWercd that my 
uncle, an c\i client man, as well as u good Scotchman, the* 
head also of our religious community, employed much of 
Ills Icisuic in making me acquainted with these parti- 
culars f and that 1 myself, disgusted with what h.as been 
passing around me, have for many years amused myself 
by digesting and ai ranging the various sci.ips of informa- 
tion which I derived from my worthy relative, and other 
aged brethren of our Order.' 

* I presume, sir,' said I, ‘ though I would by no means 
intrude the c|^iU‘stion, that you arc now returned to Scot- 
land with a view to settle amongst your couiitiymen, since 
the great political catastrophe of our time has reduced 


your corps ? ’ 

* No, sir,’ replied the Benedictine, ‘such is not my 

intention. A Kurcipean potpntate, who still cherishes the 
Catholic faith, has offerecT u> a retreat within Ins do- 
minions, wheie a few of my scattered brctlii en are already 
assembled, to pray to God fo^blessings on their protector, 
and pardon to their enemies. No one, I believe, will be 
able to object to us, under our new establishment, that 
the extent of our^wenues will be inconsistent with our 
vows of poverty and abstinence: but let us stiive to be 
thankful to (Jod that the snare of temporal abundance 
it removed from us.’ , ^ i • 

'Many ot y*our convents abroad, sir, said I, enjoyed 
very handsome incomes -and yet, allowing for times, 1 
qile^ 9 n if any were better provided for than the Monastery 
of tJu| village. It is said to have possessed nearly two 
thouM^l pounils in yearly money-rent, fourteen chalders 
and nin^oUs of wheat, fifty-six chalders five bolls barley, 
Ibtfy-four chalders and ten Mis oats, capons and poultrj^ 
butter, salt, carriage and arriage, peats and kain, wool and 
ale.' 

* Ewsn too much of all these temporal goods, sir,’ said my 


• It Is curious to remark at how little expense of invention sue- 
aisalve ages are content to receive amusement The same story 
which Ramso/ at^ Dunbar have successively handled, forms dso 
the sul^CEt of the nodenyfarce, No Song, no Supper [AUm 
Runsay certainly borrow^ without aekmwledmmnt, his oj 
the Monk and Miller's wffe from the old poem entttlr^ 

Che Fnfria of Berwick, usually attributed to WUlUm Dunbar.] 
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companion, 'which though well intended by the pioixi 
donors, served only to make the establishment the envy 
and the prey of those by whom it was finally devoured.’ 

'In the meanwhile, however,' 1 observed, 'the monJai 
had an easy life df it, and, os the old* song goes, 
made glide kale 
On Fridays when they fasted.' 

'I understand you, sir,’ said the Benedictine; 'it is 
difficult, saith the proverb, to carry a full cup without 
spilling. Unquestionably the wealth of the community, 
as it endangered the safety of the establishment by excit- 
ing the cupidity of others, was also in frequent instances 
a snare to the brethren themselves. And yet we have seen 
the revenues of convents expended, not only in acls of 
beneficence and hospitality to individuals, but in works of 
general and permanent advantage to the world at large. 
The noble folio collection of French historians, commenced 
in 1737, iinckT the inspection and at tlie expense of the com^ 
munity of Saint Maur,t will long show that the revenues 
of the Benedictines wet c not always spent in self-indulgence, 
and that the members of that Order did not uniformly 
slumber in sloth and indolence, when they had discharged 
the formal duties of their rule.’ 

As 1 knew nothing eaithly at the time about the com- 
miiniiy of St. Maiir and their Fearned labours, 1 could only 
letuni a mumbling assent to this proposition. 1 have since 
seen this noble woi k m the library of a distinguished family, 
and 1 must own 1 am ashamed to rofiect th«it, in so wealthy 
a country .as om^s. a similar digest of oui historians should 
not l>e undertalcon, under the patronage of the noble and 
the learned, in ri\alry of that which the Benedictines of 
Bails executed at the expense of their own conventual 
funds. 


‘ I perceive,' saifi the ev-Bencdictine, smiling, ‘ that your 
heretical prejudices arc too strong to allow us poor brethren 
any merit, whether hteiaiy or spiritual.’ 

‘Far from it, sir,’ said I; ‘1 ns^iiic you I have been 
much obliged to monks in iny lime. When 1 was (|iiartered 
in a mon.istery in Manders, in the campaign of 1793, 1 
never Used nioic <.t*infoUabl> in my life. 1 hey were jolly 
fellows, the Flemish c.inons, and right sorry was 1 to leave 
my good (|uaitcis, and to know that my honest hosts were 
to be at the incriy of the san.s-culottes. liui- -/ofivne 
Jaeuerrt 

Xhe j-KAir Benedictine looked ilown and was silent* I 
liad utiwnitingl> awakened a ttain of bitter leflections, or 
ratlu r 1 bad louclud sonn what rudely upon a choid which 
seldom cc.ised to xibrate of itself.^ But he was too much 
accustomed to this sorrowful train of ideas to suffer it 
to overcome him. On iny pait, I hastened to atone for my 
blunder.^ ‘If there w.i> any object of his journey to this 
country in w hit h I could, with propriety, assist^ him, I 
lagged to offer him niy best services.* I own I laid some 
little emphasis on the words 'with propriety,' as I felt it 
would ill becuine me, a sound Protestant, and a servant of 
government so far as iny half-pay was conterned, to im- 

K licate myself in an> recruiting whiiji my comjxiniun might 
*ive undertaken in behalf of foreign seminal les, or in any 
similar design for the advancement of Popery, which, 
whether the Pope be actually the old lady of Babylon or 
no, it did not become me in any manner to advance or 
countenance. ^ 

My new friend ha' icncd to relieve my indecision. ^ ' I 
was about to request 3 our assistance, sir,' he said, * in a 
nutter which cannot but interest you as an antiquary and 
iierson of research. But I assure you it relates entirely 
to events and persons removed to the distance of two 
centuries and a half. I have experienced too much evil 
from the violent unsettlcmcnt of the country in which 1 was 
bom, to be a rash lalx>urer in the work of innovation in that 
of my ancestors.’ 

I again assured him of my willingness to assist him ia 
anything that was not contrary to my allegiance or reli- 
gion. 

' My proposal,’ he replied, ‘ affects neither. — May God 
bless the reigning family in IXritain 1 '1 hey are not, indeed, 
of that dynasty to restore which my ancestors struggled 
and suffered in vain ; but the Providence who has Cim- 
ducted his present Majesty to the throne, has given l|im 
the virtues necessary to his time— firmness and intrepidity 
—a true love of his country, and an enli^tetied view of tM 
dangers by which she is surrounded.— -For the relu^ of 
these realms, I am contented to hope that the great Powkr, 
whose mysterious dispensation hae rent thm. from tha 
bosom of the Church, will, in hit, owiMBOdd 
manner, restore them to its %eAy pale. TbO dkm Ot dH 
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ifklivulttali dbvpurt and humble as myself, might well 
retard, hU «ould never advance, a work m mighty.* 

* May X then inquire, sir,’ said 1, * with what purpose you 
seek 4lua tsovntry 9 ' 

Ere my companion replied, he took from his pocket a 
clasped paper book, about the size of a regiments^ orderly* 
boole, full, as it seemed, of memoranda ; and, drawing one 
of the candles close to him (for David, as a strong pr^f of 
his respect Ibr the stranger, had indulged us with two), he 
seemed to peruse nie contents very earnestly, 

* There is among the ruins of the western end of the 
Abbey church,' said he, looking up to me, yet keeping the 
memorandum-book half open, and occasionally glancing at 
it, as if to refresh his memory, sort of recess or chapel 
beneath a broken arch, and in the immediate vicinity of one 
of those shattered Gothic columns which once supported the 
magnificent roof, whose fall has now encumbered that part 
of the building with its ruins.’ 

‘ 1 think,’ said 1, * that I know whereabouts you are. Is 
there not in the side wall of the chapel, or recess, which you 
mention, a large carved stone, bearing a coat of arms, which 
no one hitherto has been able to decipher?’ 

* You are right,’ answered the Henedictine; and again 
consulting his memoranda, ne added, *The arms on the 
dexter side are those of Glendintiing, being a cross parted 
by a cross indented and counter-charged of the same ; and 
on the sinister thiee spur-roweki for those of Avcnel ; they 
are two ancient families, now almost extinct in this country 
—the arms /rr //*/<?.’ 

* I think, said I, * there is no part of this ancient structure 
with which you are not as well acquainted as was the mason 
who built it. Hut if your information be correct, he who made 
out these bearings must have had better eyes tlun mine.* 

‘ His eyes,' s.xid the Henedictine, ‘ have long been closed 
in death ; probably when he inspected the monument it 
was in a more perfect state, or he m.iy liave derived his 
information from the tnadition of the place.' 

‘ 1 assure you,’ said I, ‘ that no such tradition now exists. 
1 have made several reconnoissances among the old people, 
in hopes to learn .something of the armorial bearings, but I 
never heard of such a circumstance. It seems odd that you 
should have acquired it in a foreign land.* 

‘These trifling particulars,' he replied, ‘were formerly 
looked upon as more important, and tliey were sanctified to 
the exiles who retained recollection of them, because they 
related to a place dear indeed to memory, Imt which their 
eyes could never again behold. It is possible, in like 
manner, that on the Potomac or Susquehannah, you mav 
find traditions current conuei ning places in England, winch 
are utterly forgotten in the neighbourhood vhcre they 
originated. But to my purpose. In this recess, m.irkcd 
by the armorial bcariiigs, lies burieii a treasure, and it is 
in order to remove it that I have undertaken present 
journey.* 

‘ A treasure 1 ' echoed I, in astonishment. 

‘Yes,* replied the monk, ‘an inestimable treasure for 
those who know how to use it rightly.’ 

1 own my ears did tingle a litile at the word treasure, 
and that a nandsomc tilbury, with a neat groom in blue 
and scarlet livery, having a snmrt cockade on his glo/eU 
hat, seemed as It were to glide across the room^ before my 
eyes, while a voice, as of a ci ier, pronounced in my e.ir, 
‘Captain Clutterbwck’s filbury— drive up.' But I resisted 
the aev{l» and he fled from me. 

‘ 1 believe,' said 1, * all hidden treasure belongs either to 
the king or the lord of the soil ; and as I have served his 
Majesty, 1 cannot concern myself in any adventure which 
may luive an end in the Court of Exchequer,’ 

‘The treasure I seek,’ said the sti anger, smiling, ‘will not 
be envied by princes or nobles,— it is simply the Heart of an 
upright man.^ 

‘Ahl I understand you,' I answered; 'some relic, for- 
gotten in the confusion of the Reformation. 1 know the 
value which men of your persuasion put upon the bodies and 
limbs of saints. 1 have seen the Three Rings of Cologne.' 

' The relics which I seek, however,* said the Benedictine, 
‘are not precisely of that nature. The excellent relative 
whom 1 have already mentioned^ amused hi.s leisure hours 
with putting into form the traditions of his family, particu- 
larly some remarkable circumstances which took place 
about the first Inreaking out of the schism of the Church 
in Scotland. He became so much interested in bis own 
bl^urs, that at length be tesolved that the heart of one 
indn idual, thq hero of his tale, should rest no longer in a 


indn iduai, thq hero of his tale, should rest no longer in a 
land of heresy, now. deserted by all his kindred. As he 
knew wh«Et It was oeposlted* ke formed the resolution to 
vUt Ws native for de purpose of recovering this 

* eie, «^at length disease, interfered 

r sent qt on hi deathbed that he 

to mideit^ the Ms siewEllla 


various important events which have crowded upon each 
other, our min and our exile, have for many years obliged 
me to poffipone this delegated duty. Why, indeed, transfer 
the relics of a holy and worthy man to a countiy where 
religion and virtue are become the mockery of the scomer? 
1 have now a home, which I crnst may be permanent, if 
anything in this earth can be termed so. 'Thither will 1 
transport the heart of the good father, and beside the shrine 
which it shall occupy, 1 will construct m\ own grave.' 

‘He must, indeM, have been an^excellent man,' replied 
I, ‘whose memory, at so distant a period, r'alls forth such 
strong marks, of » 

‘ He was, as you justly term Um,’ said the ecclesiastic, 
‘indeed excellent — excellent in bis life and doctrine — 
excellent, above all, in his sel^denied and disinterested 
sacrifice of all that life holds dear to principle and to 
friendship. But you shall read his history. 1 shall be 
happy at Once to matify your curiosity, send to show my 


sense of your kindness", iryou will have the goodness to 
procure me the means of accomplishing my objMt.* ^ 

I replied to the Benedictine, that, as the rubbish amongst 
which he proposed to search was no part the ordinary 
burial-ground, qgd as 1 was ofi' the best terms with the 
sexton, I hoa little doubt that 1 could procure him the 
means of executing his pious pun>ose. 

With this promise we parted lor the night ; and on the 
ensuing morning I made it my business to see the sexton, 
who, for a small gratuity, readily granted permission of 
search, on condition, however, that he should lx present 
himself, to see that the stranger removed nothing of 
intrinsic vhlue. , 

‘ To banes, and skulls, and hearts, if he can find ony, 
he shall be welcome,’ said this guardian of the ruin w 
Monastery; ‘there's plenty a’ about, an he’s curious of 
them; but if there be ony picts’ (meaning perhaps Ay^) 
‘ or chalishes, or the like of such Popish yesheflsof golo ana 
silver, dell hae me an I conneeve at their being removed.’ 

The .sexton also stipulated that our researches should 
take pkice at night, being unwilling to excite observation, 
or give rise to scandal. i 

My new acquaintance and I spent the day as became 
lovers of hoar antiquity. We visited every corner of th*.Ae 
magnificent ruins again and again during the forenoon ; 
and. having made a comfortable dinner at pas'id’s, we 
walked in the afternoon to such places in the neighbourhood 
as ancient tradition or modern conjectuie had rendered 
nuirkworthy. Night found us in the interior of the ruins, 
attended by the sexton, who carried a dark lantern, and 
stumbling altepsately over the graves of the dead, and 
the fragments of that architecture which they duublle.s.s 
trusted would have canopied their bones till doomsday. 

1 am by no means particulaily superstitious, and yet 
there was that in the present service which 1 did nrt very 
much like. There was something awful in the resolution 
of disturbing, at such an hour, and in such a place, the 
still and mute ^nctity of the grave. My companions were 
free from this impie-,sion— the stranger from his energetic 
desire to execute the purpose for which he came— and the 
sexton from habitual indifference. We soon stood in the 
aisle, which, by the account of the Benedictine, contained 
the bones of the family of Glendinning, and were busily 
cm})loyed in removing the rubbish from a corner which the 
stranger pointed out. If a half-pay captain could have 
represented an ancient Border-knight, or an ex-Benedictine 
of the nineteenth century a wii'Ard monk of the sixteenth, 
we might have aptly enough personified the search after 
Michael Scott’s lamp and bock of magic power. But the 
sexton would have been e/e troA in the group.* 

Ere the stranger, assisted by the sexton in his task, had 
been long at work, they came to some .hilwn stones, woich 
seemed to ha\ e made part of a small shrine, though now 
displaced and destroyed. 

‘ I<et us remove these with caution, my friend,' said the 
stranger, ‘ lest we injure that which I come to seek.' 

‘They are prime stanes,' said the sexton, ‘{fioked free 
every one of them w'orse than the best wad neveiiserve 
the monks, I'se warrant.' ^ a** 

A romute after he had made this observation, fe ex- 
claimed, ' 1 hae fund something now that stands acme the 
spade, as if it were neither earth nor stone.' * ^ 

The stranger stooped eagerly to assist him. 

* This Is one of those passages which must now read awkwaidly, 
siuce every one know s that the Nov Jist and the Author of the ' i-ay 


siuce every one know s that the Nov Jist and the Author of the ' Ijiy 
of the Uisc Minstrel ’ is the same person. But before the avo > al 
was nude, the Author was forced into this and similar oflhncibM 


concerning Sir -Walter Scott, an author sufRdently veiuimBaiii at 
least. 1 had* great mind to remove the passages from this ddUioiif 
but nw mure candid way is to ex|dsbi how (hey chma thete. 
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*N*, na, bale o my am/ caid the sexton ; *nae halvo$ 
kiSeSJ^bcm * amongst the nUns a small 

. * disappointed, my fneUNl/said the ficnedic* 

*”**1! anything there but tne mouldering dust 


Mhled in It. still It could not become the property of the 
finder. I then proposed that, as the place was too dark 
to examine the contents of th** leaden casket, we should 
awouro to Da^d s, where we night have the advantage 
of light and fire u hile carrying on our iiiyesti\gation. Ihe 
ai^ranger requested us to go before, assuring us that he 
would follow in a few minutes. 

I fancy that old Mattocks suspected these few minutes 
might be employed in effecting further discoveries amongst 
the tombs for he glided back through a side-aisle to watch 
the Benedictine s motions, but presently returned, and told 
me, in a whisper, that *the gentleman was on nis knees 
amang the cauld stanes, praying like ony saunt 

I stole hack, and behejcl the old man actually employed 
as Mattocks llhd infornffd me Ihe language seemed to 
be Latin , and as the whi^ertd, yet •'Olemn accent glided 
away through the ruined aisles, I could not help reflecting 
how long It was since they had heard the forms of that 
religion, for the excrcre of which they had been reared 
at such cost of tune, taste, l.'ibour, <ind expense ‘ Come 
away, come lu i> , s.i]d I , ‘let us leave him to himself. 
Mattocks , this is no business of ours 

*My certes, no, captain, said Mattocks; ‘neerthekss, 
it winna be amiss to keep in ce 04 him. My father, rest 
his saul, was a hoise couper, and used to say he never was 
cheated in a naig in his life, saving by a west country is hig 
frae Kilmarnock, that said a grace ouer a dram o whisky 
But this gentleman will be a Roman, 1 se warrant ? 

* You are perfectly right m that, Saunders, said I 

* Ay, 1 have seen twa or three of their priests that ere 
chased ower heie some score 0 yeu-s syne I hey just 
danced like mad when they looked on the friars heads, and 
the nuns’ heg^s, in the cloister yonder , they took to them 
like auld acquaintance like — Od, he is not stiiring yrt, 
xnxm than he were a thiough-stane * * 1 never kend a 
Roman, to say ken d him, but ane — mair by token, he was 
the only ane in the town *0 ken and that was auld Jock 
of the Pend It wad hae been lang ere ye fand Jock pray 
tng in the Abbey m a thick night, wi his knees on a cauld 
stone Jock likit a kirk wi a chimley in t Mony a merry 
ploy 1 hae had wi him down at the inn yonder , and when 
he died, decently I wad hae earded him , Imt, or I gat his 
grave weel howkit, some of the qmlity, that were o his ajn 
unhappy pei suasion, had the coipse whinied away up the 
water, and buried him ifter their am plcisure, doubtless 
— ‘iheyAen’d best 1 w ad hae made nae great charge 1 
wadna hae excised Johnnie, dead or ali\e — Stay, see — the 
strange gentleman is coming 

‘ HolcT the lantern to assist him, Mattocks, said I ^ 
‘This IS rough walking, sir 

‘ Yes,’ replied the Benedictine , ‘ I may say with a poet, 
who IS doubtless familiar to you*^ 

I should be surpnsed if he were, thought I internally. 

The stranger continued : 

* Saint 1 rinris be my speed » how oft to night 
Have my old fed stumbled at graves 1 


* We are now clear of the Churchyard, said I, ‘ and have 
but a short walk to David s, where I hope we shall find a 
cheerful fire to enli\en us aftoi our night s work 

We entered, accordingly, the little parlour, into which 
Mattocks was also about to push himself with sufficient 
effrontery, when lhavjd, with a most astounding oath, ex- 
pelled him by head and shoulders, d— ning his curiosity, 
that would not let gentlemen be private m their own inn 
Apparently mine host considered his own presence as no 
intrusion, for he crowded up to the table on which I had 
laid down the leaden box It was frail and wasted, .is 
might ^ guessed, from having lain $0 many years in the 
grmmd. On opening it, we found deposited within a case 
nude 4r porphyry, as the sti anger had announced to us 

* I faiiiy/ he said, ‘gentlemen, your curiosity will not he 

aadsfied-^l^rhaps 1 should say that your suspicions will 
npr be remo\^— unless I undo this casket ; yet it only 
contains the mouldering remains of a heart, once the seat 
of the noblest thoughts^ , . „ . 

Ho undid the box with great caution ; but the shrivelled 
substance which it contained bore now no resemblance 
to what it might once have been, the means used basing 
been apparenHy unequal to preserve its shape and colour, 


* A tombstone. 


although they were adequate 10 prevent its total decay. 
We were qaite sattehed. ootwithstandine, that it was what 
the strauf^ esse ted, the remains of a human heart ; and 
David readily promised his influence in the village, which 
was almost co-ordinate with that of the bailie himself to 
science all idlw rumours. He was, moreover, pleased to 
favour ua with his company to supj^r ; and, liavmg taken 
the lion’s share of two bottles of sherry, he not only sanc- 
tioned with his plenary authority the stranger’s removal 
of the heart, but. I believe, would have authorized the 
removal of the Aobey itself, were it not that it happens 
considerably to advantage the worthy publican’s own 
custom. 

Ihe object of the Benedictine’s visit to the land of his 
forefathers being now accomplished, he announced his inten- 
tion of leaving us eaily in the ensuing day, but requested 
my company to bieaktast with him before his departure. 
1 come accordingly, and when we had finished our morn- 
ing s meal, the piiest took me apart, and, pulling from his 
pocket a large bundle of papers, he pul them into my 
hands 'These, said he, 'Captain Cluttci buck, aicginuiiic 
memoirs of the sixteenth ctntury, and exhibit in a singular, 
and as 1 think, an inteicsting point of view, the manners 
of that period 1 am induced (o believe that their publica- 
tion will not be an unacceptable present to the British 
public , and willingly make over to you any profit th.it 
may accrue from such a transaction 

1 stared a little at this anniinuation, and ohscived, tliPt 
the hand seemed too modern for the date he assigned to 
the manuscript 

'Do not mistake me, sii, said the Bencditiim , ‘I did 
not mean to say the mcmoiis weie wiitttn in the sisieeuth 
centuty, but only thet they were compiled fioin iiithenlic 
m'lteiuls of that period, but wiittcn in the tistc and 
langu ige of the present d ly My in cit (ommciutd tins 
book , and I, partly to improve my h ibit of 1 ngltsh com- 
position, partly to divert nulanchcly tliunchts, amused 
my leisure hours with continuing ind cone hiding it \ou 
will sec the period of the stoiy wheic my uncle Ic i\es off 
hts narrative, and I comnunce mine In firt, they iclaie 
in a great mensuie 10 diflercnt peisons, as well as to a 
different period 

Retaining the papers in mv hand, T proceeded to state 
to him my doubts, whether is i ge ed Ihotesl int, 1 could 
undertake or supeiintcid a public iti< n wiilicn ptobibly 
in the spirit of Popery 

'\ou will find, be said, *110 mailer of controversy in 
these sheets, nor any »cntinicnts stated, with whuli, 1 
trust, the goexl in all persu isu ns will ne t he willing to jon 
1 rcmembeicd I was wilting fer a hi d unhaitpily divided 
from the Catholic faith, and I hive tiken cue to ly 
nothing which, juslly inlciprcitd, could ii\» gioind f« i 
accusing me of paitialiiy But if, upm c Ihiing iny 11 11 
ritive with the proofs to which I refer ycu foi y«u will 
find copies of many of the origin d papeis in th it j) irttl 
- you aie of opinion that 1 have been putiil to my own 
faith, 1 freely give you leivc to cciiect my enuis in tint 
►spect I own, how c\ cr, I im not e t t s< lous c f this dt ft < t 
nd have rather to fcai th it the C itholit s ni.iy I c of opinion 
that I have mentioned e ircumst inccs re ] t cling the decay 
of discipline which piccedLd, and piitlv oct imc tied, the 
grcit schism, called by yon the Reforn iiit n, t \tr whirh ! 
ought to have drawn a v eil And indeed tins 1 one rt \st 11 
why 1 choose the payers should •'pptir in a fiicign land, 
and pass to the pi css thie ugh the hands of i stiwngcr 

lo this I liad nothing to reply, unless to cbject niy e wn 
incompctency to the task the good f.uhci was desirous to 
impose upon me On this suijcct he was plnsed to ‘ay 
moie I fear, than bis knowhcl^c of me fully w ui intcd 
more, at any r.ite, than my nude sly will tcimit me to u- 
cold At length he endt d w ith ad v ising me, il 1 continued 
to feel the difficlencc whieh I stated, to apply to some \ e’ei an 
of literature, whose expet icncc might si pply inv dctici- 
encics Upon these terms v c paitcd, w iih mutual expres- 
sions of regard, and I hxve never since heud of Inra 

After several attempts to pen st the quire s of paper tluw 
singularly conferred on me, m whuh 1 was intenuptcd by^ 
th* most inexplicable hts of yawning, 1 at length, in a soi t 
of despair, communicated them to our viU q^e c lub, from 
whom they found a moie favourable reception than the 
unlucky conformation of my nerves had been able to afford 
them They unanimously pronounced the woik to be ex- 
ceedingly good, and assuied me 1 would be guilty of the 
greatest possible injury to Otar fbdrishing village, if I shouhl 
suppress what threw atich en bHaraftCihg and radu^ liight 
upon the history of the Mel^ai’y of Saitw 
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hIs own •ermoni. Such and lo areat n the diflereneo be 
twixt reading a ihtng ones seif, making toilsome way 
thn>U(^ all the difficulties of manuscript, and, as the man 
says in thn play, * having the same rw to you. -~it is 
pCMtlvdy like being watted over a creek in a boat, or 
wading through it on your feet, with the mud up to your 
knees Still, nowever, there remained the great difficulty 
of finding some one who could act a.s editor, corrector at 
once of the prebs and of the language, which, according to 
the schoolm ister, wis absolutely necessary 

Since the trees walked forth to ehooic themselves a king, 
never was an honour so bandied about The parson would 
not lease the quiet of his chimney coiner — the hailte 
pleuled the dignity of his situation, and the approach of 
the f^re it innuol fair, as reasons against going to 1 dinburgh 
to make arrangements for printing the Henedictinc manu 
senpt I he s^oolmaster alone seemed of malleable stufi* 
and, desirous perhaps of emulating the fime of Jedediih 
Cleishbotliam evinced a wish to undertikr this moment 
ous commission But a remonstrance from three opulent 
farmers whose sons he had at bed txiard, ind schooling 
for twenty pounds per annum a head, cime like a frost over 
the blossoms of his literary ambition, and he was compelled 
to decline the service 

In these circumstances sir, I apply to you, by the advice 
of our little council of war, nothing duilbtmy you will not 
be disinclined to take the duty upon you, as it is much 


ected with that in which you havO dutSog^ulshcd your- 
What 1 request ts, that you udM review, or rather 
revise and correct, the enclosed packet, and prepare it for 
the press, by such alterations, addmonsj and curtailments 
os you think necessary horgive my hinting to you that 
the deepest well may be exhausted, — the best corps of 
grenadiers, os our old general of brig^e expressed himself, 
may be Msed up A few hints can do you no harm , and, 
for the prue money, let the battle be first won, and it shall 
be parted at the drum head 1 hope you will take nothing 
amiss that 1 have said 1 am a plain soldier, and little 
accustomed to compliments 1 may adch that 1 should be 
well contented to march in the fVont with you— that is, to 
ut my name with yours on the title pa^e — 1 have the 
onour to be, 

Sir, 

Your unknown humble Servant, 

CuTHBERr Clutterduck. 


\ ILI APR or Kfnnaquhair * 
of April i8— 

Tor the Author of Waverley etc 
cue of Mr John Ballantjnc 
Hanover Street Ldinburgh 


ANSWER 

BY THE * AUTHOR OF WAY! RI EV, TO THF FORFCOING LETTER FROM ^ 
t IP FAIN CJ UrrFRhUCK 


Dear Caitain —Do not admire Ihit notwithstanding 
the distance and etremony of your iddrcss I return an 
answer in the terms of familiarity The truth is your 
origin ind ntive < luntiy arc Utter known to me than 
even to y mtsclf \ ou dc rive >oiir respectable i arentage 
if 1 am not guatly mistaken fiom a land which has 
afforded muili pleasuri as well as profit to those who 
hive trul d to it smcessfully — I mean that part of the 
terra m ot^nita which is colled the province of Utopia 
Its productions though censured by many ( ind some who 
use tci. and tobaeo without scruple) is idh and unsub 
staniial luxuries have nesertheU s hk( m in> other 
luxuiics, a general acceptation, and are secretly enjoyed 
even by those who express the greatest scorn ind dislike 
of them 1 1 publii Ihe dram di inker is often tht first to 
be bhocl cd it the smell of spirits— it is not unusual to hear 
old maiden ladies declaim a^.un t scandal — the pnsatt 
bookcase of dOme giave seeming men would not irook 
decent eyes -and m my I s ly not of the wi« and learned 
but of Ih jse most anxious to seem such when the sprinj, 
lock of their libiary is drawn, their velvet cap pulled over 
then ears their feet insinuate into the ir turkey slippers 
are to be. found were their retreats suddenly intruded 
upon, busily engiged with the 1 ist new novel 
1 have smi the truly wise and learned disdain these 
shifts, and will opt n the said novel is avowedly as they 
would the lul of their snuffbox 1 will only uuole one 
inslonee, though I know a hundred Did you know the 
celebrated Watt of Birmingham C ipt un C lutterbuck? 1 
believe not, thouch from what J am about to state, he 
‘would not hai e failed to h ive sought in acquaintance with 
you It was only once my foitane to meet him, whether 
tn body or spirit it matters not Ihere were assembled 
about half a score of our Northern Lights, who hod amongst 
them, Heaven knows how, a well known character of your 
country, J edediah Cletshbotham 1 his worthy person, hav 
mg come to h dinbu^gls^itiiditig the Christmas varaiion, h ui 
become a sort of liofi In |he place, ind was led in leash from 
house to house slastf Hmth the ttuisards. the stone eater 
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treasures of the abyss to the summit of ihe earth— giving 
the feeble arm of man the momentum of in kfiite -com 
mandin,, m inufactures to arise is the rod of the prophet 
piodueed w ncr in the desert — affording the means of dis 
pensin^ with that time and tide 11111 h wait for no man, 
and of s iiliiig without th it wind which defied the commands 
and thrcits of Xerxis himself^ This notenl commander 
of the elements — this abndger of time and spciee — this 
magn lan whose cloudy m lelnnery li is pr xlueed a change 
on the world the effects of which extr lordm ir> as they 
fire ire ptrhips only now Ix^inning to be felt was not 
cnly the most piofound man ofscKnet the m ist successful 
combiner of powers and (.aleuKtor of numbeis is ad ipted 
to pr ictiral purp )se — was not only one of tht most gtner 
lily well infotmed — but one of the best and kindest of 
human beings 

Iheie he stood surrounded by the little bind I have 
mentioned of Northern liter iti, men not less tenacious, 
generally speaking, of their oimi famt and their owa 
opinions, than the national *lregiments are supposed to be 
jeilous of the high character which they ha\e won upon 
servi e Methinks 1 >et 0ee and hear wh it 1 shall never 
see or hcai agiiii In his eighty fifth >eir the alert kind, 
beneiolent old man had his attention alive to every one ^ 
question his inform ition at m ery qsn^ e >mmand 

His talents and fancy overflowed on every subiect One 
gentlemin was a deep philologist —he talked with him on 
the origin of the alphabet as if he had been coeval with 
Cadmus another, a celebrated critic — you would have 
said the cUl man had studied political economy ind 6el/is 
iettres all his life. — of science it is unnecessary go speak, 
it was his own aistinguished walk And yet, <lxptam 
Clutterbuck when he spoke with your country manp edediah 
(. leishbotham you would have sworn he had HSen coeval 
with Claversc and Burley, with the pcisecutdhi an^ per- 
secuted, and could number every shot the dragoons hod 
filed at the fugitise Covenanters In fact, we discovered 
that no novel of the least celebrity escaped his perusal, and 

* Probably the ingenious author alludes to the national adage 
The king said *ail 
But the wind said no 

Our schoolmaster /who is also a land svrvevorl thinks this w4io1e 
passage refers td Mr Watti unprovcmdnts on the steam engine — 
Captom Clutterbuck. 




t!i» cDfted man of ikeUmoa was as much a4diet«4 to 
iIm firoduotiotts of your native (the linid of Utopia 

nfoc«ai4^ in other words, as IWwiiiniiii and obstinate a 
peruser of novels, as if he had beM at«ry milliner s appren 
tice of eighteen 1 know litile apology for troubling you 
with -these things, eatoepting the desire to commemorate a 
delightful evening^nd a u ish lo encourage you to shake 
off that modest dutiuenLc which makes you afmid of being 
supposed connected with the faiiy land of d« lusive fiction 
I will requite your tag of Verse from Horice himself, with 
a paraphrase for your own use ny den Captain, and for 
that of your oauntry club ex ^‘pting in leverenoe the 
clergyman and schoolmaster 

Ne sit anci Ae AAt nmar pudori *tc 
Take th u no scorn 
Of Action born 
1 iir Action s muse to woo 
Old Homers tlitinc 
Wis but a dream 
Himself 1 Action ti o 

Having told >ou your country I must nevt, my dear 
Captain Clutterbuck, make free to mention >our own 
iminedi ite de<^ent V ire not to suppose your land of 
prodigies so lml<^ known us ns the careful concealment 
of your origin would seem to impl> But y )U h ive it 
in common with many of >our country studiously end 
tnxiouslv to hide any connection with it Ihcrt is this 
difference, indeed betwixt your ccuntrynicn 'uid those of 
our more matenal world th*il many of the most estim iblc 
of them, such as an old Highland gentlein in called Os>>i in 
a monk of Bristol exiled Rowlej and nhtrs arc inclined 
to ptss themsches -iff as dcuircns of ihi lind of reaht> 
whereas most of our fellow eiti/ens who deny their country 
are sue h as that country wrould bi very w tiling, t ) disclaim 
I he especial t ireumstanees ym mention relatinfs t*) yum 
life ami sen ices, impose not up in us We know t!u vei 
battlity of the un ubstantul species to whuh you belon}^ 
permits them to assume all manner of dis^^uises we h xve 
seen them ipparellcd in the ciftaii of a Pei si in ind the 
silken robe of i Chinese *' ind irepreparid to suspec t tlu u 
real ehancter under every disguise But how lan we be 
Ignorant c f ^ur country ind manners or deceived by the 
erasion of its inhabitants, when the voy ij^es of disioxcry 
wmch h ive been made to it nv al in number thost recorded 
by Puichas or by H ickluyt/t \nd to show the skill u d 
perseverance of your navigators nd tiasellers we hue 
only to name Sindbad Aboulfouai is, in 1 Rooms in Crusoe 
Jhese were the men for diseoveiics Cculd we ha\e sent 
C'tptain Grtcnlaiid to loot lut for the north west pissa^ e 
or Peter W ilkins to tv iminc 1 affin s Bay wh it dibcovencs 
might we not have expected ^ But thei c irfft its. and tin se 
boUi numinous end e\tt iirdin iry, performed by the lo 
habitants of your countiy which we read without once 
attr nipting ti emul ite 

1 wmndcr from my purpose whwh was to assure you 
that X know you ax well as the mother who diti not leir 
you for MaiDufi s peculiarity ^tieks to your whole rate 
\ ou aie not born of worn vn unless indeed ni that hgur it 
ive sense in which the cehbntcd Main I dgeworth may 
in her stale of single blessedness be t» rined mother of the 
finest family in f ngland You belong sir, to the editors 
of the land of Utopia a sort of persons for whom I base 
the highest esteem How is u possible it should be other 
wise when y m reckon am mg your corporation the sage 
Cid Himet Bencngeli the short faced president of the 
Spiectators Club poor Ben Silton, and miny others who 
have acted a.s gentlemef ushers to works whieh have 
eheeretl our heaviest, and added wings to our hghtes 
hours? • ^ ® 

What I hate remarked as peculiar lo editois of the cl iss 
in which 1 venture to enrol you is the h ippy combination 
of fortuitous circffm#tances which usually put you in posses 
Sion of the works which you h ivt the g judiiess to bi ing 
into public notice One walks on the st i short and a 
wave easts on land a small cylindrical trunk or e isktt i m 
ta ning a manuscript much d imaged with sea water, w hich 
is with difficulty deciphered and so forth t Another steps 
into t chandlers shop to purih isi i pound of butter, and, 
bAQld ! the wa.stt jmper on which it is laid is the manu 
script of a cabahst ft A third is so fortunate as to obtain 
from ff^oman who lets lodgings the cunous contents of 
qp antique bureau^ the property of a deceased lodger K 
All these are certainly possible occurrences but, I know 
not bow, they seldom occur to my editors save those of 
your country At leist 1 can answer for myself that in 
niy solitary walks by the sea, 1 never saw it cast asliort 
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I ahytbingbiit-diilM tod tangle, and now ftiul then a dectaaed 
I atar-fish , my landlady never presented me with any manu- 
i Acnpt lave W curaed bill , and the most interesting o( 
my discoveries ut the way of waste paper, was finding a 
favourite peasage of one of my own nos els wrapiied roundan- 
ounce of snuff No, captain, the funds from which I haw 
drawn tny power of amusing the public, have bt en liought 
otherwise than by fortuitous adventure 1 have buried 
myself in libraries to extract from the nonsieiise of aneieiit 
days new nonsense of my own I have turned o\er\olumes, 
which from the pot hooks I was obliged to deciphei, might 
have been the cabalisug manuscripts of Cornelius Amppa 
ilthough I never saw * the door open and the devil comi 
in But all the domestic uihabitants of the librai les were 
disturbed by the vehemence of my studies — 

I rofli my research the boldest spider Aed 

And moths retreating treuiblud as 1 read 

From this learned scmulrhre I emerged like the Magician 
in the Peisian lales fiom his twelvemonths residence in 
the mountain not like him to soar over the heads of the 
multitude but to mingle m the crowd, and to elbow 
iioongst the throng miking my way from the highest 
society to the lowest undergoing the stoni, or, wliat is 
h irdcr to biook the pitrmi/ing condescension of the one, 
and enduring the vulgar familiarity of the other, —and all 
> ou will sa> , for what to i ollcct matei lals foi one of those 
manuscripts with which meie chance so often aciommo 
dates your eountty nen in t thcr wl rds to write a success 
ful novel — () Athenians how hard we I ibour to deserse 
>our piaise ’ 

I might st^ heie in) deir Clutterbiiek it would have 
a t >uel ing efUet ind the ir of jn per dclcrencc to our 
deii publii 1 ut 1 will n>t ht tilse with you {though 
f list hood Is — exiuse the oWrv iti in- the (Uiiint com tf 
youi uiitry) the truth is, I have, studiid and Imd for 
the jmrpisc ot griufying my own curiosity, and pissin,. 
my own ti lie ind though tin risiilt h is I ten that, in one 
shipe c 1 ethei 1 lu\e licen frequently litfoie the puhh , 
jirnins more frtipu ntly than prudence wariantcd yet f 
c mnot claim fioin them the fivour due to those who liasc 
dedicated their ecsc ind leisure to the unpiovement and 
entertainment of others 

Hiviig coirmunu ittd thus freely with yiu my dear 
Ccptiin It i lloMs of (ouise th U 1 will gr lUfully icctnt 
of your eominuiiie ition, wh eh as your I tnidieiine il> 
served dmdts itself beth by subject ni innii lud agi, 
into two pirts But 1 im sorry 1 c inmt gritify yom 
liter ir\ ambition by suffering your name to ipptar upon 
the title pjige and I will c indiclly tell you the re ison 

Ihc editors of > our country aic of sue h i s lit ind p issivi 
disposition, that they hive frequently dene tliemselve*- 
great disgrace by giving up the c r uliutors who first bi ought 
tnein into pul lie notice md public fiv ur ind sufferitiK 
their names to be used by those tiiiic ks and iiuposurs who 
live upon the ideas of others Ihus I shame to tell how 
the sage Cid Hamet Benengeli was indue id I y cne Juiii 
Avelloneda to play the lurk with the ingeinus Miguel 
Ceivantes and to publisli a see ind pirt of the adventuiC'- 
f his he 1 1 the renowned Don Quixite with ut the know 
ledge or eo opt ration of his print ip il if iresai 1 It is true, 
the Arabian s ige returned to his illcgi in e iid thereafter 
c niposed i genuine continuation the Knight of 1 a 
M ineha m whuh the sud Aselianedi of lordesillas is 
sec erely c h is is«l h or in this you pseudo editors rest nible 
the jugglers disciplined cut to which i sly old Scoismm 
likened J imes 1 if you h l\c |a kio in y lut han 1 you 
e in mike him hte me if I hist Jiekoo in my hind, I 
c in m ke him bite y ou Yc t i utw ithstandii g the anie$tdt. 
honotablt thus mule by Cid Himet IhnenFch his teni 
p nn dtfeeii n did not the less oecixion the clecAiseol 
the m eniius Jlidilgi D ii Quixote if he cm lie sud to 
die wl e memrry is immortal Cervantes put huh to 
death h st ht should ag tin fall into ba 1 ha ids Awful, 
yet just consequence of Cid Hamet s delcefiun ' 

lo qwte A moie modern and much less important 
instance I am sorry to observe my old acquaintance 
ledtduh Clcislilxitham has misbehaved himself so far a« 
to desert his origin i1 patron and set up for ) imself I am 
afritd th( poor pedagogue will make little by his newalluM 
unless the pie isure of entrrt lining the public, and, fi^ 
aught I li >w, the gentlemen of tne long robe, withjttb 
putes about his identity** Observe, therefore. Cmiw 
Clutterbuck, that wise by tbe«« great examplee, I 
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you as a partner, but a sleeping uartner only As I give 
you no title to employ or use the firm of the copartnery we 
ore about to form, 1 will announce my property in my title* 
page, and put my own mark on my own chattels, which the 
attorney telK me it will be a crime to counterfeit, as much 
as It would to imitate the autograph of any other empiric 
crime amounting, as odsertisements upon little vials 
assure to us, to nothing short of felony tlierefore, my 
dear fru nd, your name shall hereafter appear in any title 
page without mine, readers will know what to think of you. 
1 scorn to use either arguments or threats but you cannot 
but be sensible, that, as you owe your literary existent to 
me on the one hand, so. on the other, your sery all is at 
my dispos il I cm at pleasure cut off your annuity, strike 
)our Dime fiom the hilf pay establishment, nay, actually 
put you to death, without being answerable to any one 
1 liese u e plain words to a gentleman who h is served during 
the w holt war , but 1 am aware you will take nothing amiss 
It my Imids 

And now, my good sir, let us address ourselves to our 
4ask, and ariaiige, is we best can, the minuscfipt of yom 


4IS to convince the good min thit afier ill he h * no wish to brine 
<1owii un the seuuri 1 iiinnant rf nuiii im folks tlu Ik nuts of 
Bonnif Duiuk e 11 ml th it the s{ cculitr rs in prmt anu pipei wtU 
not illr u a ^ood inin to n st itiit t in In tve 

Ihis not* and the pissigt in the t xr wirt occasionel >y a 
t omlon bj^kst Her hiving prime 1 as i siciulation, in ad lit >iul 
•coUccti jn of iht Tiks >1 iny I mdlord which was not so fortunate 
as to succeed in ptssing on the world is genuine 


Dcnedtctine, «o as to rndt the taifte of this odtical age 
You will find 1 have made very liberal use of hu permission 
to alter whatever seemed too favourable to thepburch of 
Rome, which 1 abominate, were^t but for herTasts and 
penances 

Our reader is doubtless Impatient, and we must own, 
with John Bunyon, ^ 

IVe hive too long detained him in the porch, 

And kept him fiw the sunshine with a torch 

Adieu, therefore, my dear Captain — remember me respect* 
fully to the parson, the schoolmaster, anddhe bathe, and all 
friends of the happy club in the village of Kennaquhatr 1 
havi never seen, and never shall sSe, one of their faces, 
and notwithstanding, 1 believe that as yet I am better 
imquiinted with them than any other man who lives 1 
sliall soon iniroduce you to my jocund fnend, Mr John 
Ballintyne of Innity Grove, whom you will find warm 
from his match it singlestick with a b other publisher * 
^eice to their differences * It is a wrathful trade, and tlu 
tmtabiU genus comprehends the bookselling a% well as 
the book writing speues —Once more adieu ' 

The author o> Waverlfy. 


* In consequence of the pseudo Tiles of hiy I andlord printed in 
Londen is ilretdy inentioni^ tlie lite Mr John Ballintyne the 
Authors publisher had a coitroversy with the interloping biblio 
iKillst each insistmg that his Jtdediah (.leishbotham was the rat 
bimon l^lre 
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A\ all 

AbMetti remained. 

A*hod/yt every pne. • 

Ahune. above. i 

Atf a or one. 

AifnuM, one - fpld, 
honebt. 

Aff, off. 

AfriU^ an evil gemu«. 

A*gady egad, my stars. 

AgarUi against. 

AiUf own. 

Alanus Dapifet^ Allan 
the waiter. 

Alh^ church vestment of 
white Imen. 

An^ if. 

^narea Ferrara^ sword 
of fine ^^1, named 
after maker. 

AvStt <mce, one. once. 

Anentf concerning. 

Argute, sharp, clever. 

Amage ana Carriage, 
plough and cart service 
as part of rent. 

Aeaoil, assoilzie, acquit. 

Attaint, see p. 741, n. 

A ught else, anything 
else.^ 

Auld, old. 

Ave, hail, a form of 
devotion. 

Aver, a work-horse. 

Atoa, away. ’ 

Awed, well ! 

Aim, own. 

Age, always. 


Bailie, Scotch alderman. 
Bairn, child. . 

Batth, both. * 
Bcddiic, a richly orna- 
mented girdle. 
BaUant, ballad. 

Bailor^ football. 
Bag^^nt. 

Bumnock, a flat round 
oatmem cake. 
BagMe^ a fairy, see p. 
683. 

Barret •cap, small flat 


cap. 

Bartizan, battlement. 
Basnet, a helmet 
^uld, bold. 

Beau ideal, perfect con- 


Bedral, beadle, sexton. ^1 
BegrutUn, exhausted 
with weepini; 

Beholden, indebted. 
Believer, to fluctuate. 
Beauidioiie, bless you, a 
blessing. 

Bswison, blessing. 
Besognios, woitliless 
feUowb. 

Bette/!', more. 

Biheies, allowance^ to 
, drink. 

Bickers, moves quicklv. 
Bide the bang, bear the 
brunt 

Bifild, shekel . 

Bigg, build. 

Buhoa blade, a Spanish 
sword. 

B%m, burn. 

Black ill, mischief. 

Black -$ajck, a dnnkmg 
vessel, usuallyofleathcr. 
Bleid, blood. 

Blvnd’foad, gee p. 765, n. 
Blink, a glance. 

Blithe, glad, happy. 

Bob, hobtnt, dance, 
danced. 

Bode, portend. 

Bodin, provided. 

Bolt, thick arrow foi 
crossbow. 

Bolting, passing the 
meal through .a cloth. 
Bonnet > piece, a gold 
coin, see p. 765, n. 
Bonnie, pretty. 

Bower -woman, lady’s 
maid. I 

elevation, lull. | 
Brand, sword. 

BrangUr, quarrelsome 
person. 

Braw, worthy, brave. 
Brawn, musde. 

Brig, bridge. 

Br^h, roasting spit. 
Brochan, gfuel. 

Bragging, pricking. 
Brogue, shoe. 

Broken, outlawed, driven 
out. 

Bueolical, rustic. 

Buist, brand or mark on 
cattle, i 

BuUseg, getded bull. 
Bum, bumie, a brook, 
small brook. 

Buskms, Bee p, 75a 


CahalistSt olcuU scient- 
ists. 

Valiant, a stripling. 

Caller, fresh. 

Callet, a slut. 

Cam, came. 

Canna, cannot. 

Canny, cauliQiu, pru- 
dent. 

Vantnp, frolic. 

Canty quean, a sprightly 
young woman. 

Canzonet, a short song 

Capta, etc., p. 807, tin 
city IS taken by the 
wiU of (Jod. 

Catac\f>le, turning aliurac 
from one side to an- 
other. 

Carbonadoed, broiled on 
coals. 

Cantos, love, chdiit>. 

Carl, rustic, fellow. 

Carhne, old woman. 

Carta, etc,, p. 830, 
charter of pittance ot 
one hundred pounds. 

Casque, helmet. 

VaU, fate. 

Castellan, governoi of a 
castle 

Cates, delicacies. 

Causa scientur, reason 
for knowing. 

Cavalmo, cavalier. 

Cawker, hinder fiart of a 
horse sho^ 

Certes, certainly , my 
certes, my faith. 

Cheerci , a stiff glass 
of hot spirits and 
water. 

Chef - d^a um e, master- 
piece. 

Churl, a peasant, boor. 

Clachan, village, hamlet. 

Claw, - shell, a scallop 
shell. 

Clap and happer, sym- 
bols of <i null, 

ClecJang, hatching. 

Clerk, scholar. 

Cleuch, cbff, ravine. 
Cloot, jzvs/g. 

CloUiryara shaft, yard- 
long arrow. 

Cock-Uird, a yeoman 
or small proprietor. 

Oonfiteor, I confess. 

Coquiwmus, one ct/fh 
nectedwiththekitemtt* 


I r oranto, a lively dance. 
Com nan Shian, hollow 
' of the fairies. 

I Ciwldna, could not. 

' Coiivreihef, a covering 
for the liead. 

i f top of the head. 

Ctachng, talking, gos- 
I siping. 

Craig, oag, neck. 
Cra7nbebuii0cta,cdhhdist 
I twice Tioiled. 

I Credo, I beli»*\e, the 
I creed. 

f^ncket-stool, a low stool. 
Citiok, bend , also see p. 
096. 

' Cruise, cruste, small iron 
lamp. 

(*uddy, donkey. 

1 ("immer, neighbour. 

I Curch, coveiing foi the 
I head. 

(^ushat, wood- pigeon. 
Cutter, scoundie). 
Cvtiie-stool, a low stool. 
CymJbalum, a cymbal. 
Cyprus, a thin, trans- 
parent black stiifl. 


Dafin, larking, folly. 

Da mihi, etc., p 748, 
give me some wme, 1 
lieg, and let it L»e neat. 

Da mixtub, gne us the 
mixtuic. 

Daomc Hiike, men of 
peace, fairies. 

Darg, a task, work. 

Deroted, decorated. 

DfuretaU, papal deciees. 

J)eeCs hair, heath club 
lush. 

Dell, devil. 

Deliverly, clever, deter- 
mined. 

Deo gratias, thank God. 

Dependence, existing 
quarrel 

De profundis cUmavi, 
from the depths I have 


Devrqp, too much. 
Digit, finger. 
Diwna^ do not. 
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Qixit AbboBt eie»t p. 740. 
The abbot said to the 
prior* You are a well- 
conducted man. be- 
cause you always give 
me wise counsels, 

Doolf sorrow. 

DortSf saucy. 

Dowiutt cannot. 

Doumer side, under side. 

DrMing, lewd conduct. 

DxteUo, duel. 

Dune, done. 


Karded, buried. 
me-lidt eyelid. 

now, at present, 
ever. 

Meira to, concerns. 


of 


^ also, likewise. 

Sid, antiquity. 

Sniooscata, a place 
vantage. 

En cavalier, cavalierly. 

En croupe, behind. 

Enfans perdus, forlorn 
hope, 

Enm, eneuch, enough. 

Esca/rarnmche, skirmish. 

Esprit fdUet, goblin. 

Estramaxone, Straim- 
20un, a sword-cut. 

Etexaudivit, etc,, p. 801, 
and the Lord heard 
the voice of Elijah, and 
the soul of the child 
returned to him* and 
he revived. 

Etlle, aspire. 

Euphues, a witty fellow. 

Euphuism, bombastic 
style of speech. 

Eoen, to equal, compare, 
evening. 

EvidenU title-deeds. 

Ex fiathedra, from the 
diair. 

Eyrp, nest. 


FaUiau, an ancient 
t^de in verse. 

Facinora, etc,, p. 706, 
misdeeds should be 
punished openly, but 
grave offences in secret. 

Fa*en, fallen. 

Fakhion, short broad- 
sword. 

Fakon-^entle, goshawk. 

Far hen, far in favour. 

Fa^yjusherie, trouble. 

Fammts, trot^^esome. 

Fashioner, tailor. 

Feme, false. 

Faye, faith. 

Fm, sidn, rocky hill. 

Fend, shift, 

FeUjfemr, see p. ^ n. 



Forby, besides. 

Forfind, avert 

Forgather, to meet* asso- 
ciate with. 

Fortner, a kind of chisel. 

Fortune de la guerre, the 
fortune of war. 

Fosse, ditch, grave. 

Fou, full, drunk. 

Frae, from. 

FrampUr, disorderly 
person. 

Frai&r ad sucevrrerdum, 
an assisting brother. 

Furs, furrows. 

Fye, nay pshaw, words 
of chiding. 


Gad, goad, spear, or 
iron rod. 

Gacd, went. 

Gall, vex, injure. 

GaUiard, a lively dance. 

Galligaskins, a wide 
sort of trousers. 

Gatvihadots, coverings for 
the legs. 

Gang, gane, go, gone. 

Gar, force, make to. 

Chie, gait^ way, direction. 

Qaihering turf, used to 
keepin nre duringnight. 

Gear, goods, property, 
harness. 

Ger, force, make to. 

Gey thick, pretty thick. 

Gmists, ghosts. 

GiU, gully. 

Girdle, round iron plate 
for firing scones and 
cakes. 

Girth-gate, safe road. 

Gled, a kite. 

GUg, sharp, clever. 

Ghff, a short time. 

Onar, a knot. 

Goodman or gudeman^ 
head of a house. 

Gorget, armour protect- 
ing the throat. 

Gou]^, a double hand- 

Gowd, gold. 

Grace-ct!^, the cup after 
grace, 

QtiUias, favours. 

Gratias agimus, etc., p. 
718, most reverend 
Father, we give thee 
our best thanks. 

Greybeard, earthen jar 
for holding spirits, 

Grey-goose shefl, an 
arrow. 

Orippis, grips,’ power. 

Grist, gram to be ground. 

Grit, great. ^ 

Qfurim, grounds, drtt& 

Gudewife, mistress <X a 
house. 

0 uestmsd, lodged as a 


/mufntnei;. 

!,hbh^lih. 


lla\ hall ; also have. 

Hacldmt, hand -gun, 
falconet, raker, old , 
kinds of firearms. 

Jlde, have. 

Eag, bog-pit. 

ifaggts,aScotch pudding 
df minced meats. 

2 Ia' -house, hall or manor 
house. 

Haill, hale, whole. 

EcUe and feir, whole 
and entire. 

Eale o' my ain, all my 
own. 

UaUdome, land held 
under a religious 
house. 

EaUmo-e'en, All- 
Hallow’s Eve. 

Ealy, holy, 

Handfasted, sec p. 772. 

Hap up, cover up. 

Earquebusier, a soldier 
armed with a hack- 
but. 

Eart of grease, a hart in 
the best of condition. 

Haud, hold. 

Havana, have not. 

Havings, manners. 

Eealw^'bleaUr,^ cock^ 
snipe. 

Eemhie, a romp. 

if not. 

Heuch, a crag. 

Eirad, flock, drove. 

Hodiernal, of the present 
day, 

Eolped, helped. 

Holy rood,,^ the holy 
cross. 

Uorse - couper, horse 
dealer. 

Uose, trousers and stock- 
ings in one piece. 

Hospitium, hospitality. 

Hosting, assembling of 
troops for war, 

Eousekep, housekeep- 
ing. 

Uousings, trappings. 

Hout ay, yes, certainly, 
tut! 

Hawk, dig. 

Humana perpessi swm/us, 
we have suffered* 
human ills.. 

Humorous, full of whims. 


Imhroccala, a down 
stroke. 

Imredulilk odi, I hate 
the incredible. 

indulgence, 
see p. 688. 
Ingine, ingenuity. 
Intravit in secrelis 
mstris, he has entered 
I into our secrets. 
Inveetd et Ubda, brought 
in and deposited, 
liritak^ gotmt 
^usjrritdbfe. 

'Undt noit. 


Ither, other. 
Itineratitm J^ipten- 
tribnale. Northern 
Itinerary. 


Jack, a coat of mail. 
Jackmenpsee p. 711. 
Japes, deceptions. 
Jeddart, Jedburgh. 
Jerkin, jacket. 

Jesses, leathern straps 
round the legs of a 
hawk. 

Jeuxd esprit, witticisms. 
Joe, a sweetheart.* 
JdLstice-aif^ ox ayr, the 
^ circuit court. 

Juvenal, youth. 


Kain^ rent paid in kind. 

Keeking-glass, looking- 
glass. 

Ketpii, kept. 

Kupy, a water spirit. 

Ken, kenna, know, know 
not. 

KerCd, ken'dna, knew, 
knew not. 

Kenspeckte, singular, 
easily recognised, odd. 

Kirk, church. 0 

Kirk-town, village or 
hamlet at the parish 
church. 

Kirk wi* a chimney in't, 
an inn. 

Kim, a churn. 

Kist, chest. 

Kith and km, acquaint- 
ances and relatives. 

Knave, a boy, a ritscal. 

Knowe, a little hill. 

Kytie- Eleison, Lord 

have mercy on us. 

Kyte, stomach. 


Lamping, taking long 
steps. 

^Laird, the squire. 

Laiih, loath. 

Lang, longer, long, 
longer. 

Lang-paie, utishorn cole- 
wort. 


Langsyne, long since. 
Lap, lewed. 
JApisoffensionis, etc., p. 
766, a stone of qfSmce 
and rock of stumWiRg. 
Lassie, little girl. 
Lawing, the Jflll or 
account. • 


Leaguer, a prisoner. 
Leady, lady, 

laidi, A doctor. 
LesPrSeieusesHidieules, 
the affected ladies. 
LevinMt, thtmdar«bolt 
Lifting, removiffg, steal- 
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jade. 


Sfewnar, 

scoiiddrel. 

Imstackt a staff with 
hghted match forfinng 
cannon. 



joint. 

Lock, small quantity 
Loony fellOw 
Lupu^ in the 

wolf m the fable. 


mill fees or dues bee 
p 7*7. n. 

irimtfm7atMandiS^m;>9t 
mm, a play on words . 
the former may mean 
mumbling, the latter 
assuming. 

Murrey, of a dark red 
colour. 

Mycd , myself 


Macjarlmt's ymc, bee 




^ trunk-mad, trunk 
for iflpareL 

Maih, rent cnarges. • 

Ma%r, matxsl, more* 
most 

Maister, master. 

Malapert, impudent 

Maih, ^otch tom - 
i/ijd. 

Mart, animal killed tn 
November for winter 
use. 

MaaterfiC, masterful, 
impenous 
Maam, must 

Maxer dinh, drinkings 
vessel or cup 

Mea panp^a regna, my 
poor terntones 

AMoal-gvmal, meal tlicst 

Meed, reward 

Mdder, the (|uantity of 
meal ground. 

Menseful, mannerly. 

Mrndian, repose at 
noon 

Merk, SScotch coin=;is. 
tid. 

Mew , « cage for hawks. 

MUe, Scotch, —1*127 
English 

Mtn^, darling. 

Minted, aimed or hinted 
at 

Mtoor, a wretched old 
man. 

Mulear'd, ill taught, 
unmannerly 

Mteproud, unworthily 


i% 8 (, missed 

Molendtnour, of or be- 
longing to a mill. 

Mdanara, mail of the 
mill 

Mowy, many. 

Mort^vx, mortrcbs. a 
disn of mixed meats 
bog-pit. 

Mm-irooper, marauder. 

iht, may. 

Ifotm, jest . fus mows, 
no jest 

MuckU, much, great 

MnMs htack m, great 
mischief. 

Mug-ewe, particular 
breed of sheep. 

Muer, moor 

MuMuire emd kntmdvip, 


Na, nae, nacthtng, no. 

not. nothing 
Natg, a nag 
Name none 
Ncu, was not 
Natheles 9 , nevertheless 
Nature boon, benign 
nature 

JVVer do-wed, scape- 
grace. 

Negatur,Oul%dmeAUan, 
It is denied. William 
Allan 

Ne sit anctUce, etc , p 
839, be not ashamed 
of loving your own 
servant 
Neut, next 

Nettles, Upon, ill at ease, 
anxious. 

Nwker, neigh, giggle 
Night-orows, crows that 
W.W by night. 

Ndt not 

NcMe, Bi^lishgold com 

Noded, rapped. 

NM, would not. 
NomMes, the entrails of 
a deer. « 

Nones, nonce, the 
present. 


O.of. 

Obrvubilated, obscured. 

Oh gran bontd, etc , p. 
799, Oh great thegpod- 
ness of the ancient 
knights 1 the two were 
nvJus. and of different 

, faith. 

On vt, of It 

Ony, onytfwng, any, 
anything. 

Oremus, Let us pray. 

OrgtUous, proud. 

OmoiM. prayera 

OUtm cum dtgnUate, 
dignified leisure. 

Oti,ohi 

Out-Jidd, bee p 688. 

Oufrecttufonce, anog- 
anoe. 

OuJtshot, a projection 

Overcad, got over. 

Oirer. over . too. 


Paffremiers, grooms. 
ParUr Eupgmsm, to 
speak bombastically. 


ParonomoMt a play 
upon words. 

Paarty per pale, divided 
into two equal parts 

Pater, father, the Lord s 
Prayer. 

Paiienaa, patience. 

Pali tnumy, a church 
estate. 

PatUe or pettle, plough 
staff. 


Pamn, a grave dance 

Pearltnn, a kind of lacc. 

PcMm-eoge, a pedlar 

Ped-honses, See p. 688 

Pereat tvfe, let him perish. 

Pdrus Bhemda, Peter 
the Hermit. 

Pta 0 ‘e, to paw the 
ground 

Ptnner 9 , a ladys head- 
dress. 

Putolet, a little pistol 

Pdh, strengtii 

Ploy, frolic, an entertain- 
ment 

Pock puddings, English- 
men. 

Pcmitentm, repentance 

Poxgnet, handle. 

Point vuf, to a fiuU. 

Points, to tnesf, set p 


743. n- 

Portioner, one having a 
portion of land 

PoUingers, cooks 

Pow, head 

Pricked forth, rushed 
out. 

Pneker, a light horsi* 
man. 

Pf lekmg, making in- 
roads. 

Prime, midnight seivice 

Prineipes, etc,, p 808, 
the pnnees have com- 
bined against our 
Ixird 

Promptuanum Parou- 
Un urn, storehouse of 
youth 

Pmr, poor, 

Pimta reverso, point 
down 

Pyd, magpie. 


Qua nunc, etc , p. 749, 
too long to enunieiatc 
at present. 

Quccatimai ii, begging 
fnars. 

Qukfit, what 

Quit -lent, rent freeing 
from other service. 


Rode, rode. 

Ram, the usual pnse at 
wrcstbng matoies. 
Rape, a rope. 

Raihed, shced. 

Ratio uUma Ronue, 
the last expedient of 
Rom 


l48 


Red thread, used to pro- 
tect from witchcraft. 

Rede, counsel 

Rewt, red. 

Reset, stop, jib 

Rem acu {tetegidi), vou 
have touched it with a 
needle , hit the nail on 
the head. 

RimUi, morning beat of 
drum 

HicUe, a heap. 

R\fe, It runs, is preva- 
lent 

Rin, lun 

Riic tear, buist. 

Roketay, a short cloak. 

Hood, the cross. 

Rosendhle, old English 
gold coiii=6s. 8d. 

Ronctuciani, of the 
Rosy Cioss. a secret 
SOCK ty 

Routing, bellowing. 

Honan tiee, mountain 
ash, a protection from 
witches. 

Hudediy, a turbulent 
fellow 

Huff 9 and Rees, male and 
female of hiid allied to 
the woodcock 

Rtdlion, shoe of un 
tanned Icailicr 

Hydes e, rider 


Sack and fork, drowning 
and hanging 
Sackless, innocent. 

Sae, so 

Sam or sane, to bless. 
Savr, sore. 

Saloe Regina, hail queen 
Sams culottes i evolution 
ists, rowdies. 
SaiaJ^nd, a lively bpan^ 
ish air 

Satsenef, silken 
Sathanas, Satan 
Samion, salmon. 

Saunf, saint 
Saul fat, a salt cellar. 
SatoM, sowed 
SLObdta, low stools 
Scallop shell, worn by 
pilgrims who had been 
in the Holy Ixmd 
Scaur, a chff 
SiwrU, vulgar, in- 
decfmt. 

Send, a light slurt of 
mail 

Seculum, the age 
Sequels, see p. 727, n. 
Seg, a woollen cloth. 
Shanks, legs. 

Shaw, A thicket 
Shealing, hut. 

Sheer, to cut, divide* 
Shdkwork, adorned with 
shdls. 

Shading HeU, place whe^e 
cm was winnowed. 
8hM-w(mdm, a wmfi 
peejeetfog wuidq^ 
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Shr\ft, conletoion. 
J^Mrvvef to receive con 
fesuoiL 
^ic, such. 

Simkef the like. 

Sunl, a sea l 
Singles, hawks talons 
Singulti, sighs 
Sipj^, A small bop 
Smmmg, galloping. 
Skiu, regard. 

ShUs not, matters not. 
SkMrl, to cry. 

Shvik dog, a hound that 
tracks by scent 
Sil\p, a young girl, also 
a young man. 

Slope, sort of trouser 
Slot, scent 
Sornere, see p. 714 
Sort, to chastise. 

Sough, sigh, slight nuist , 
rumour. 

Souptrad, a small aper- 
ture. 

Spaudd, shoulder 
Spern^, pantry, also 
where the family took 
their meals 


SpUnt, iron plates. 
Spoke, spoken 
i^ingald, a stripling 
Spur • whang, spur 
leather. 

SpurtU, stick used foi 
stirring porridge 
Stand of aaUhee, suit of 
clothes 

Start and derloup, a 
sudden inroad 
Steek of tlaithu, stitch 
of clothes 
SUet, molest 
<SS!tc^a^hesitate or stop at. 
StocuUa, direct thrust. 
i^up, a vessel or liquid 


measure. 

Sfratk, blow 
Slramazom,eLSv^ ord-cut 


Strapping, tallandhand- 
some. 

Stripe, A small nil. 
Subken, jurisdiction at- 
tach^ to a mill 
tStUd, should 
Sumpter-mide, baggage- 
mule 

Swankie, smart fellow. 
Swarf % fainted. 


Tewk, a lease 
I Tam, a mountain lake. 
Tasker, a day labourer. 
Taidd told. 

TV Deemi Lauda 
We praise thee, O God 
Teind nheavee, sheaves 
payable Xj tithes. 
TeWa, told 

Teeter canopy of a bed 
rhewatVs, themselves 
T%tr/, the obligation on 
I tenants to gnnd their 
corn at a certain mill 
Thtrlage thialdom, 

I astriction to a mill. 

I Thy aw, twist 
Thtetp, to aver strongly 
Tnl, to strip 
Tocher, dowry. 

Tod, a fox 

Tour de Jotte, feat of 
strength 

foulest perom etc (p. 
686), Everything is 
permitted but whit is 
I tedious. 

Township, see p 688 
, a wooden plate 
1 Treasure, a border 
TrindU toi/s, round tails 
I Troggs, troth 
Ti otters sheeps feet 
Truhkdiose, short wide 
breeches 
Tiahic, quarrel. 


Tup, a ram. 

Tut n hroche, turnspit 
Twa, two 
T^hU, twelve 
Twapsnnw Faith, s 

Tghe, dog. 


Cniqvhile, the late. 
Unchancy, unlucky 
Unco, uncommon 
Unhmeded, without re- 
ceiving the sacrament. 
Uphaud, uphold. 

I pland, rude, un- 

polished 

Usgutbauqh, whisky 
rUnam (p 68a) I 
wish I may fill this 
also with m^c friends. 


Vassail, vessels used at 
feasts. 

Verna pardons, pci 
missions 

Venue, a turn at fencing 

Vestionue, wardrob^ 
keeper 

Via, away 

\ Mtonbus hedwm eat, 
Itis lawful to travellers. 

Villcbgio, peasant 

Vmogramtus, overcome 
with wine. 

Vtoi de Oemba, or leg 
ganijba, an old musieal 
instrument resembling 
the violoncello. 

Vioers, victuals 


Wad icadna, would, 
would not. 

Work, work 
Way Id, world. 


Wlasna, was not. 

ITaiMf 2,ahquor«iade of 
apples, sugar, and ale. 
IVassel or waetel bread, 
a supenor kind of 
oaten cake 
Weed, welfare 
Wean, a child 
Wear 01 er, survive. 

Wee, litfle, • 

Weel, wdf^ 

Weel-serCMit longue, a 
guarded tongue. 
Whrded, fated. 

Weue, direct 
Wen a-day, alas * 

Wem, mark, stain 
Weetlandways, west- 
ward ' 


Weyie, weifehs. 

Wha, who 
Whaur, where 
t'Vhdes, sometimes. 
Wkilk, which. 

Whinges , hanger used at 
meals and in broils 
Whtppers, probably 
smart people, young 
bloods 


Whirried awa, burned 
awa> 

Wt, with 
Wight, strong. 

Wile, get by stratagem 
Wily, crafty 
Wd know, knoyrlcdge. 
Wdh a wityiees, ef^eQ^u* 
^ly 

Woe ujoyf/i, wietched. 
Wold, would 
Wvt, to know 


Yammer, whine 
Yaud, A work-hoc9e 
Ye, you 

Vestei e*en, last mghl. 
Yett, gate* 
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